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© hzme, Ho0E, BEE, GREED) , duat, EXRHRE, 2010.
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m A

A LGSO B H I 20 8 IR BRI R o IX AT SR T SR A G i A B X
T THE SR X, [T AR AR SZ T e ARG AR ARSZ IR ). a5 iX 48
DU AL S RN, M AR 26 T S22 R S 0r, TEBA L T 58 it &
R HERIRI TR TGN AR P M AL (AR Ak, Sk SE4ERE TR B3R,
FIXFRAT IR K P27 SRS - At 23 i B3 (R P R AN A SERE AR R o (HE A
P ARG BT N b G A [ O 2z, SLSEUT A R B SE AR R B AT . TS K
“CREET TR BTSN O T R R I TEAR A, NOE SR B AR )
REAFE . RN NS T ANIA T, BARYE N N SR —38 5, L “fig
&7 T “PriR” o WAERORIN R BLRAERNERE L FY E U A AR,
fliiit:  “RA BB A BIeF o i KA A LR A GIEEY L0, ©F
G RMNIBIA T, ” O ARIGRER R WS, AT REMTE ATk i S AE
SCGARER “” AR, RN AR, ke R E A AR R A Tk
M EREA IR T RS T B AN, AKAE,

@© () BB CHE,  CGEEMEMAY , dent, RS, 1995: 211, #LlAfERE, “ZK
SR —— R R EAR DA, G ED 2010, (17): 253.
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HmEREMETR S5 YIS
ERFITSEE(TE) 250000

fe B R -
N ERXZEFHREERR LIRS T 5 6
EINE PRI IEPRE LR

%5 e KB B AR Fo RAIEAR AR, H0M 2R B R 3,
BBIAER, ©

75 G2 R4k

— 5] ¥

AR SCRERIT I\ A SRAR B S0 rp L i oy R B B AR R 5 5. X 5K
W, AR LBL RS SR o e B AR L B R 9T, SCR A BRI &«
PEFIIR > T (0 SCA PR B ) “RRAE 7 I BRI, REHE AT A — B B AL A R Y
B3 E (B b, BB E XA CHORGET R, R (K
N MU CGRENAR) #5087 LK i) S MUEREE 1 fE B A AR 7
IR, BEAEIFAN SR SERRPIRZS . AER T “RIE” SESCH, IMEAE DN B TR
“CORBINAC” SRR P LR TR I E R, Bl RERT B AN
9 2 T ISR D AT RS o ARSI )\ RS2 AR i rh s 4R
Ph “RR3E” TR H B ARSI FR e F ARG AR STAE
ai L DA OKR S0 X8 S SO R R RV I PR I AN R AN R
A N HL SR AR SE BRI R o ARSI AE 9T n BN AT A i AR vk 6 3 4
PR SR L PE R PE I IR (3L PT REFIIIE 5 A1 EAN T i o

O ASCRIVEIEAT I8 B A NGO LI 3 il WA . ASCIT AR A NS, SCh pri
BT LSO AR BRI AL PR B 93 ASSCRIT S I IR 0 9 S0 S SORAEBAVE ThyE I B S 25 . AR NIEAE G
X A2 U 2R S8 K2 P ) SCARATE 9T & Catherine Driscoll il #04%, il ST 4E 2 R 2% O’ EwF5T
Fo L — MBI B W AR AR R R

@ Beauvoir, Simone de. 7Ae Second Sex. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2010, p.745.
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A a e, FUET R

e EFRFHTS IS E(TE)

LB, EARTERG R

PARGEERS T 20 (independent woman) 154 T BE I (14K B8 A A SCFHE 5 B
A2 AR > F I S RIS T SE A e YR AR Ay L P e Pk a0 2 b AT T 5
I . HHIE, O TR A T FEAANE, ARSI IT ) = A7 /R R I VF 2 304 i b
15 1 IE S T AL — A A O EA R, DU RERE ZE AT U0 T 1t AT 1R i 1
BORME . A RINE, TR, B Sl A AN T R R ASAUA R T
BRI LS ] AERU R Bk, FR S AR Lot Tk 308 ) 8K 5 2 e
X4 (Edward Said) xf1+ “5HiRop 57 XMy “TO2MER A 3ENL”  (exilic
orientation) [FJiEIRNK R LK.

WA ERAR < FARME” 7 IR e« R EF (Anthony Elliot) ¢ T FARME 184 3
11 R % N e e iED = 11 P | P £ 7 L 7 S B S R A i o = WAV DT o 7
B, A DL . © ARSCAR R TIX WA, TR SRR S SO B T AR 4
B TR R T CHR” MRS, XM R RO EAE, ASA
SRR 55000 B 14 (1) B A TR B AN 7] 7 2

FARPER 5 — N NIRE A RE TR, KT HIREIH, #2-P=H (Ruth Robbins)
UAHHAFE T AE, A HIeFER, W T, A, DURSRRE. @ X X
HB T LK i1 5 B I ARIRA T STAS AR PR ) RSS2 (16 mT f A At 52 £ B o

WM AN, ERNEEMMESE “ 347 (subject) o X T FAKRMME TR U
T NJEHLAL (subordination) FURUA LA A # il ik = (lack) o IXXF T ASCRHHI
BRSO T BRI A AR B 2L . YD 4% 7% 2% (Elizabeth Grosz) fRiH “ (&
EEE G PG —, WA T REMITE, H 2 & R i o (1 ) B R0 N S 1 &5
Fo 7@ FMRIZX M A CNBEIE” 8K T ASON T 96T AR 2P P i
Pk, FPE (boundary) , WIELL &Sl 1 .

Z R E], REE AN IR SR O H SR R e IS R . X RS
RFI Y v B 4 (Julia Kristeva) S0f TIUARFEARPER iR, BRI ATHEP 10 34K
(subject-en-proces) o IX/NMNEE BT om U (1) 502K 1 TR A — A AR 1)l 2 K58
B T AR JET 0, SO S0 T P s SCA b ARV IR R i s o ki, —Fhah
AN, FRER R A 2. 4G CRRIET . CFRMET R CFR7 X
UO5E X, ARSCH AR PR AR F AR B AR, B (control) BLA &

@ Elliott, Anthony. Concepts of the Self: Cambridge: Polity Press, 2001, p.9.

@ Robbins, Ruth. Subjectivity. New York: Plagrave Macmillan, 2005, p.7.

® Grosz, Elizabeth. Volatile Bodies: Toward a Corporeal Feminism. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1994, p.122.
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ERFTIEXE(TE) 25

B XA, TR SO T, T I AR 2 A AT A
P P TR 58 )

TEASCITRIF I = A7 LA R T )\ AR IR d 22 R 53 1 16 1 i B
AT 2 IS WS HT AT D RS AN AR I o WS AMEAT A RIS S SR AR SC e B b Ak A
JNAHAEAR R [ F R 2 S A R M OC R BRAR SCAC o0 T A AR I R . A SR AR &
PR () P BT AR 12 DAy 1 A TS ) 3k DA R SRR Lo P i T T A 1 1 P U7

KB R AR (Michel Foucault) tFI#A7 W1 gk :

AR — A KPR AGAT A, BIRHR A —RE E i, INRFEZAT B
#tr, FCEZRECHME, LERRR, FFATROL, QRRRECHT
A X FEA A B T EE, ©

IR UL R (limit) 22X TA2REA (law) RIN.. n DLERAR R, <2
BOEAE GGEBIE O FRE 7RI . SR, A8 AT (1) )5 S48 32 SO EIR T
TR X MRS SRR iR T e A SRR AR R ] Re k. @

TEVE S B FIR Lot B PRI R SCAR - FRATT RIS ) LU BXAE e R o 3X Rk
TR K17 5 SE bR BTG BN ERE A S Pk . 3 (Harriet
Evans) P73 Women and Sexuality in Chinafl1 %% %% fy # China Pop: How Soap Operas,
Tabloids, and Bestsellers Are Transforming a Culture ™' X - J5 BT & B4 K&
MIBEFT. B deda i, BEEARNACT THAEE MR e, “2mknit” 2 “x
PE” AR, BTG TR\ A FAWIG Frgss, BRI ARG G
FREE. POESW, JCHEREREES T B AR, gt — Rk 2, 1
WHXLTT G R B RS T () 57 0T @ SCARA P rp SE TR AR 4 HH 19494F LI op (BT
EER AR el RS TOER L], E)CHEA, ISANAIS R AT O
HERKR) MA@

TR R LT IHEARIAER (F, 2 AREICH) TR & L EniRs 78
5O 22 men s B 20 . B ik se X Bz, i E Hidr

@ Foucault, Michel. Language, Counter-Memory, Practice: Selected Essays and Interviews. Connell
University Press, Ithaca. 1977, p. 33-34. J&3C Ky

“[t]ransgression is an action which involves the limit, that narrow zone of a line where it displays the
flash of its passage, but perhaps also its entire trajectory, even its origin; it is likely that transgression has its
entire spaces in the line it crosses.”

@ Foucault, p.36. 1] 22 fif] J5 3 :

“Transgression contains nothing negative, but affirms limited being-affirms the limitlessness into which it
leaps as it opens this zone to existence for the first time. But correspondingly, this affirmation contains nothing
positive: no content can bind it, since, by definition, no limit can possibly restrict it.”

(® Zha, Jianying. China Pop: How Soap Operas, Tabloids, and Bestsellers Are Transforming a Culture.
New York: The New Press, 1995, p.139.
@ Evans, Harriet. Women and Sexuality in China. Continuum: New York. 1997, p.103.
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ERFITRIEXER(TH)

J7 NS OB W0 DURGRE o« X0/ B0 25 Btk = i 1k S A 1 — ARk 2 A
ML — W JEIARE XN T Z ot g, aTBluk, Bk, T
AR A D RS . B LD UL (A=A b TR, 7F
AP NI BLZE—AN B AL S N o IR —HHR LM Sk 5 T 4% 48 i i
e R ED LM ERZE T, BEERBEATES . N, EEEARE BANAN
FHL A, AT GRS CASH TR, X BASHMRE A LA ZE 7 501G
Ja SRR 2 RAF o SR AEAE I AR AR W ) i s /i SR ATV 22 G T
BRIHER . 75 (MPERD) T, HRRLFEBREZ L TELNMEER, A CH
WITERZS T AL B QBRI R, Wk efm Hwd. ) st
HBPE PN SHAZ RTR e, W T H D LR E AN BU R U A
LA CEIEY TS ARG R BT X BE, I A L B AR R AT
SKREJSLR, AERE Tttt ARSI A AR B A, T 5 mp
TRFR, PN IRTE Sk RS B3 A 2T 2. T, BLEpr$e s
I PEENR > F IR AR PR S B, ST RARATIR U, W] “3 B OB S T
JICLA, BREERE Sk, DASEA D7 AOHB R 2R 0 Bl 7 o T PEIEek, XL
LRI TR G kG T 4098, 463 (jouissance) , FHvd I LEMITE UL,  “4T
T ZAERRIBEE, GRAER” o FRXMES BB LI e, &
fRIFINT R AR FEER (AN EHRMPURRFIRAETER .~ fE X e T
FRRZ M S, 49T T M EYERAT A, AL R, R AR B
P, LUK A S 100 BRI A 98, (EiX SO SCAR s 7 TR g [
PRV BB 7. RGN M E s adl, dish, BIMEE, ST, i
N GG 1R SR

= kPR

AEBATED T m] 2 “REIE 7 (R R, AT A SRR AR SR AR S L A
AERA NN ? Pk, PRI, RIS SOA R s ok A 4 SR N R A5G
Frp O BT, LU eas, ik, 8, K%, R EREEE. e (AR
AN BLUTRRIN A E 7 B R AR, o . AT AR eI, L
WEER (AR RURAS G 2 M BE G I sz 2 v IR A5 FIBET . (FP A il
BAEE AN O A E R IRAE IR E 75 FAREG, &1 “E—HhAM
SR RE 257 (O R A DLRAR AR TR KA S S AR 5, TR AR AS
o (&ZRY B LHEFI L PERF NSRRI, B s
PRILOR PRI T AR B T X8I SR BN S PR 55— 1fT . IXAZEE AR
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%r p;[l E EF' 'liﬁﬁ .;|—-j_t fak= \ ] __ :?‘_ 0 <
._ [l {

BTG BB T PEFPET IR IR LA AT TRt AR 2 R B3 K &R (the
perpetual spiral of power and pleasure) o P9 &S 7] LK 2 BI04 GE ks K 1 48 3K

T 1 I A S R 52 Ty B4 SR I AN S5 Ab— AN IR, R B 2 P ) 48 3
JEMECLSZIRIR) o BAF Bl SRR s 4 RN SR Lo MR 1) 1A FROGHE DL A i B IR S 4 9E 1)
KFZR. WAAREGHE T AR TE, B 2ZunzE (Luce Irigaray) Mg
TR A JE N MR N A . A R k) M Hp— A EY R
2 N) (Woman in Love, M¥& {1H) O, PWAREERR M Lo N anfar % 52 T 34, %
VAL PR 75 B2 S A8 R 52 10 AN 52 B il o B O o S ) i 1) 2o Pk i 2 Sk B ) PR A
Pho 8 “LMER4ed” b, B hshtE (fluidity) FES)TE (mobility) A
P25 (sexual difference) Bk rJfE. @

PRI N0 m SRR, R W O SO — . P b s i — /M
W) B2 e NS AR T7 s AR A A Lok () 5 Ao — AN, 3XAN SRR 2o
WANTHEMPTA N ZIBEN G . LR A RS T AR 4a ARG i 4a 38, X2
ISR L LI HEAL 2 P e . AE “HERIZERIR” T, RIS T R R 2
TR S o XIS, BN, AT B o e frb R Lo 1 e i
AR AT R T (1) T

Bl R K IS s R gy Eb AT (Ashmita Khasnabish) AE 610 0N B0 26 0 132 v 4
LEAE IR T MR B A B ERE SR, A, Xt n] BRAE ki
(P& Rghtbffad, AR ERTESIIEAS LN “ SRR g 1
—FPORR, ERXFRERT, AT FURAE A,  RUAARAT TR S A4 ) I AT IR AR R
S, PRI ARTE . 7O XWMEUER T AT AR R R, AR T

@. Bataille, Georges. Eroticism. London and New York: Marion Boyars, 1994, p. 107. “Inevitably
linked with the moment of climax there is a minor rupture suggestive of death; and conversely the idea of death
may play a part in setting sensuality in motion. This mostly adds up to a sense of transgression dangerous to
general stability and the conservation of life, and without it the instincts could not run their course unhindered.
But transgression is not only objectively necessary to this freedom, for it can happen that unless we see that
transgression is taking place we no longer have the feeling of freedom that the full accomplishment of the sexual
act demands, -so much so that a scabrous situation is sometimes necessary to a blasé individual for him to reach
the peak of enjoyment.”

@. Irigaray, Luce. An Ethic of Sexual Difference. Trans. by Carolyn Burke and Gillian C. Gill. New York and
London: Continuum, 2005, p.52. " Z#J513:  “A certain representations of feminine jouissance correspond to
this water flowing without a container. A doubling, sought after by man, of a female placelessness. She is assigned
to be placed without occupying a place. Through her place would be whatever is in that she is when she contains,
contains herself. “Wine,” perhaps that man might spill out in sexual act? Elixir of ambrosia, and of place itself.
Is there some [jouissance] other than that of place? Is this not the jouissance which goes from the most elementary
to the most subtle? From utero to heaven, from earth to heaven, from hell to heaven and so on.”

(3. Khasnabish, Amishta. Jouissance as Ananda: Indian Philosophy, Feminist Theory, and Literature.
Lanham: Lexington Books, 2003, p.7.
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BT BT LE  AAT TAE PR #7201 55 R DG R P kAG L e 498 . 1K ]
FHRABRE A A A AR A [ At 20 S0 SR AR M SR RS B I
(spiritual bond) 7, — W2 g b AR ZoPE 3 SOF Iz AR (P Had)
()22 VB AEAE I IR AR 22 208 52 5% 38 T T AN W 3T B8R 57 38 3 TR IR A

V. &5 i

Yo b B BUACAE B2, S0 T AE I = AR S DA SO SO R I 3
N VAN 1 G & N P N N R T s
e MRS T, BT IR REEE VIR 2 A, B K BB P R
ANBAR L P I 22 1 W 1 1) 5 P i o

B SN, FR Y T IR AR AR BB o ) A BB AS o ASSCHTIE ST
LIRS TR S, EWTERRT, IR I XA R —FAR B A& ks
TAE S B SO SO R IR AT e JE AR R AR RO S LR T
FARTE IR R 2 AL RS AR

LHRIRD T EARMERFF IR Z AL P 2 B E . AL HERRBEA RN A&
AT SCA T — Kt £+ Ihalh], Mg Eof “HA EH=FA: 5
N DANFL 7 DL “LOARRV A AN, i 2R SR, Lol K 4
K7 IR . X T B e o D S R SR R A R “RIZ” /T AR
WEFE, SRS AITAT F AR TR AT 2 8. AE20134E 8 N EROR SR I 58 0 15 4
Frit & TSI m PSP E: SEmmE” Ka b, FEEHIRERS T M
ARIR T A sl o1 OR300 5 AE R Z SR I . LN
Jo “MEE R RS HATFZbr, BHRME A S BRI BN,
/NP7 1 e 2 o111 W N =S RV ST U (BB ST A RS e e 3 €2
FE A BRI AR Lk 2 BOCTERE H . [, B8 LR 7 K%k CIRA]
PAUURFSLAAT ) 52 3 Ml il R i FARBE AL o B FAEAROR 2 BAR Y “ il ” X —
&, IEAA AR RO T IR R AR, AR e R B I A P
JERAFAE IR TR 7 o

S S

[1]Beauvoir, Simone de. 2010, The Second Sex. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,.
[2]Bataille, Georges. 1994, Eroticism. London and New York: Marion Boyars,.
[3]Elliott, Anthony 2001, Concepts of the Self. Cambridge: Polity Press,.
The Chambers Dictionary, 1998, New Delhi: Allied Publishers Pty. Ltd, p.1645.
[4]Evans, Harriet, 1997, Women and Sexuality in China. Continuum: New York.
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[5]Foucault, Michel. 1977. Language, Counter-Memory, Practice: Selected Essays and Interviews.
Connell University Press, Ithaca.

[6]Fraser, Nancy and Sandra Lee Bartky. 1992. Revaluing French Feminism: Critical Essays on
Difference, Agency and Culture. Bloomington: Indiana University Press,

[7]Gao Fang et al eds. 1991, Jiushi niandai niixing baishi zhinan (A comprehensive guide for women
in the nineties). Beijing: Nongcun duwu chubanshe.

[8]Grosz, Elizabeth. 1994, Volatile Bodies: Towards a Corporeal Feminism. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press.

[9]Honig, Emily and Gail Hershatter eds. Personal Voices: Chinese Women in the 1980s. Stanford:
Stanford University Press.

[10]Huang, Beijia. Xiari li de Dong Zhi Lii (Writing Journey in Winter on a summer day). Wenxue
ziyou tan 4(1988): p.74.

[11]Irigaray, Luce. 2005, An Ethic of Sexual Difference. Trans. by Carolyn Burke and Gillian C.
Gill. New York and London: Continuum.

[12]Khasnabish, Amishta , 2003 Jouissance as Ananda: Indian Philosophy, Feminist Theory, and
Literature. Lanham: Lexington Books.

[13]Kristeva, Julia, 1974, About Chinese Women translated by Anita Barrows. London: Marion
Boyars.

[14]Lu Xing’er, 2005, The Mountain Flowers Has Bloomed Quietly. Beijing: Foreign Language
Press.

[15]Radway, Janice A, 1984,. Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy and Popular Literature.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.

[16]Rabinow, Paul ed. , 1991 The Foucault Reader. London: Penguin.

[17]Robbins, Ruth , 2005 Subjectivity. New York: Plagrave Macmillan.

[18]Schilder, Paul, 1978, The Image and Appearance of the Human Body: Studies in the Constructive
Energies of the Psyche. New York: International Universities Press.

[19]Whitford, Margaret, 1991, Luce Irigaray: Philosophy in the Feminine. New York: Routledge,
p.164.

[20]Zha, Jianying, 1995, China Pop: How Soap Operas, Tabloids, and Bestsellers Are Transforming
a Culture. New York: The New Press.
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(BRI =mEED) 5 G AFIE) F
EEERLEH S1EmES LIS ER
et NG PNAPR 2 i k7

NG AR NP PRI 5 AR S L R A BN, SO
TEAE VU TR an el B4, e 17— AN 1l o 0 [ IRAR 32 SOAE 5K 92 A A o BE A o 45 T
(Edward Morgan Forster) [#)/pii (B WS FEED) (A Room with a View)
ST o M A AR AN UM ) SR B A B ), AR TR AN N 2 AR OR A FH P ) 1) 55 TR
PEASE, At E, 27 ST IR AN P () 1 205 E e oA S o A 1 7 1k A A
o UM, B LAER AR A EHATTHFERRERDR) GEATFIE) £ —APaE
FIPEAR SIS — AP A E, RTR R SCAR NFFAE S RIS, B T B R A
BB AL, TRATREVEE Lotk DU e A LM 2 AR R BRI R 4 /)
YL Z o

TX P/ Ui B JE AN (M ) g P e ) R, SR AR T X P A AR
ST o AR SRR XA e ML A S Ve S e . WOB SCAR Y
IIHTRTCAE Y, PR /N T 38 3 2 N () T R B D AP RV m) AN E L W]
PRI A4, 5 UBIRIN 2 2 S i B AR IR B B A A AR . T
SERE BN AW BRI R R R AE AN B (2, I P AR b A 7 DA 22— e S AE Wy
Wz 1] MELLAXS s SR PEAARLS o IeAk, PR N UL ALY [F) b [ AE RO R Y f0 0
B 4R, NES ERERN T Z oo S . AEIX RN SR, ol
Wi o B R RN J 45 B 22 A M 4T Al o AR 25 JR AR T B AT TR — i ) LB AR
ANFEE, (BRI EED) WA E T 2 R 2@ e e 45
Jas CGRANTIE) MZERRERE RS &, B2, ASCAHEML IR SR
() PR ELAH RS , FET S R s AR Wt PRI ) LA A%, RIS 3 2 e b BB i ) e 5 1 )
gER s ORI AR R o

M b 20 A AR AR (5 A BT 5 0] A SR e T 5 5 ) PR S P /N i i G L
R, CHEMRWNSRIE DY — B S7E Ly, seElh Bl g e
Je WA e SRR R IR, AR T AL s A AR P I S TR Z R A 1. HRTE
INTRIRZ BRARAHZ, AR TALVE, B Al L SRV IR SRS . R R
VO TR, DHOEKREE, AT HIMA4 G N RIS E, # A
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EMEREMAE SIS
7 ) ! ¥

X N UL IRT 20 B 22 DR e 1) 131 1 = SCBOA B NTF-,  Fh 0 [ R 3 KR 19 61 (1) Bk
PRI HH AR e T TG 20 1) PR OGP o SRTTT, AR TRE T 19704 it st s At 1y )
PER G A TR, WOR T AR UB AT BEVE . AE19784F, Il 22« ) /K
%% (Judith Scherer Herz) {Ei83C CHa ke (K REALVE S RN R 8 CRAF LR
M5 a) A (g K iifE) »  (The Double Nature of Forster's Fiction: A Room with
View and The Longest Journey) © ', EUHTERIAN R REHE AL T, 584 A
PEARCHE . AU, 2N LGBTAUIR BT ST A AT T 46 ks 5 1
AN BRI R PR A ], A Z A XS CEA RS R B D) (TS, /Nl
(R A NP B BE LU BUM B TR fE fle SR LUBUMAE NI 26— 5 L 40
Fa R 5 E MR AACEE, R BRI E Ea h S TR R R A VN STAN
hs X AT RS AR R . glhn,  MPSBEe Th4F 2% (Arthur Martland) i
BRI R BAE R T ) R, SRR B Tein B R e R T G
2R, FURTE R RIME S, B#vE2: T BRa MR, MZrescat, /0
W HIT 23508 70 B L S A S 8 3B SR E ARVEAR BRI, ARAE JS 10 20 S BELAS T B
PRI IR, IXARIL T X A Z i35 4E (a rejection of romance) ©, MIfIEE
LA ARt AR 55 R A B BIAFAE . AN, ANBEI — 823 A AR e M P g v R (1)
B, by SO R Z N RIS, IX 26 i, X5 H AR Sk,
H5 BRI S AL Ge b R S 53 R ZRAT A ) ) AR & 0 AEEAS 20 S AL vF
SO AR R PR AR T EAR TR ORI g NPT RN S, Oy SRR IR
A A a8 AP 48 SRR TR I S B E R 1% 59, PR A B Stk 2 th
PR R AL R [RIPE AR AN &R, T2 s Rl B8 5 e PR A AR e T,
22 55 N I DT AH 24T A o A SR (1) 1 44 A EB A

KRR GEANTEY HARRGMESIRRE T E, Jorp a3 v ) A v E ) )
SEMIAMERT . %5 1) 6 78 S0 R il S PR BOEA, GRANTD ) EARIE S 55 R
WFRAIGREIT, HH A LT, ERtifded LRERENTE, F5% L,
VR AR R SCHE JG R BRI Th A, Wi ARG E — RO T e MERS BRI N i, ‘531
PR T ER, BRERIMER T B EESER A AR o xsefER PRI
G NTFd) AR BARE RS 5 AV 1), (HA)ST B oC Ttk id, i H
A — e A L AP R o EILTHEA, B R O A X R AN IS

@O Herz, Judith Scherer, 1978, “The Double Nature of Forster's Fiction: A Room with View and The
Longest Journey ” , English Literature in Transition, 1880-1920.Vol. 21, No. 4: 254-265.

(@ Martland, Arthur, 1999, E. M. Forster: Passion and Prose. Swaffham: GMP Publishers Ltd.

(@ “The Double Nature of Forster's Fiction: A Room with View and The Longest Journey” , 258.

@ WEHR, ML BE E T RIE)IARE RS — IR R, (PSR E) L 1996: 3.

® XzEHE, RGPS BRI RSO IR S P R e AR PR AR
W7, (AR, 1995,24(1):16.
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KE MBS, HAE20114F 1) (LR CA:)  (Comparative Literature) W1 L, 5Ki&
4t (Chang Chi-wei) HHr[EIE T G ATFid) Bt Stn 23, It 5%
B S0 R K B 22 e URFAR i B SO AN P, A B AR AR R R B 3l 2 — A TS Rl 1
WSCARY

KPR i S U R 0 S (] 0T P R A, 8 R SCAS TR B PR AR S e MR AR
() 25 e o3 B e R AR 3 TV R ) 5 g, BA ARGk g 4 1m) 1) — ANk ). —A
VEF R RS AT LA, AR B ST 53—« S 8h—Fh PRI ) () SC 54
an 2 BRE CEAS KGRI EDY 5 GEANTD) k5 o g 2 fr U4 N
M, AR X PR AR A S “CAEE RIS 1 SX PG /U SCAR RIS G T (R
PEAS A SRS R By, AR B EATREAT 0k — I R AT e . R,
CH I TIXALy CTRMERY/ SRR O L ERARYE S, FE X R A T R
A BeAh, AR, PRREAEHEE VORI A B R, A
REME R IA D LB, BAE GRATIE) M2 s, 27— 28R s KRR
AT B, AN MAE R — AR, MEDAVERS . ST SR Ji 5 v AT R pE
PERB AT o KPP RE I ZE N A, s BRSSO HARIL T “ [RIPEAR /e PR AR ookt
SEIR S e IX P R AN UG R BUVE R B A A R AR S AT S ) B R A E . R
FH—HAEN CGCR) WEr. —REH (O W5, #BRE—NEAR—1®m
FUE— PR ) ARSI RSB IACE, A v e B B SvEME L. T
LARLICK, XA TR KRS Ca 22k, el GBS PR MG
AT IR AL A G 1) SCAR G ] LUERERE FEAR, 0w A8 A

FEANZALRRICONEM ) G ATF2) G, BLBERAATT TR, S8
Podle 71 S R ZIBOR A, BUD AT “ 27 o O/ RS XA
TR ALIRE o HAE19954F, A AT ¥ 285 R I ) LEE 18 R A s>k R AR R SC I 5 4
B2 o s R RSO S AEAT Ryt Fh@i (transgression) , (G AFid) 11
SCAAR R T, HE G ANT0) FFANS B & IR 2 AR N 1 ot R e EB 1) gl
REGEME. GEATL) ArTRe “ARL” , PSS RIS A0 A St Ay
AT SO FLSEE, AR —REAA B R N7 & A B ALOA, ANl Retir
MEFEGIH N —2K, B4 bATE SCUAFEM . — 1“3, 5 AR A
SEIe FTEL, AIVEE AR BEE S SN o SRR SCAR NP A I 2d KA A
5, MWELERY o8 B OB, Btboh TEAERS, T RERT A AT RN
AHE R EAPRS I . (HAEL RO, KRR “KRATBLGEL” ©

(@ Chang, Chi-wei, 2011, “Bringing out ‘Roland Barthes’ from Chu T'ien-Wen's Nofes of a Desolate
Man (Huangren Shouji)” , Comparative Literature. Vol. 63, No.4: 423-437.

@ @XM, “AEFEIR EHIERIMEAS S B GEATEY 7, CRIGIAZ) , 1995, 4(2): 83-85.
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R, fE I, SRR 2 B AN S L AN DB R S 3 RR I
YEZAMERIMPEZR /NG, AR B AR NARAR v] MR AT X Le i, HIX A TR e S 1
A PR AS A A VR, IEAS & DAUE WA s AR Ji IR T 5 M 7208 1 e PR R0 P D31
o FHI, BERFHERAE SRR, A GAE A S B ] fe g 2
JEAEEr . Fi52 b, Wil K23 (Alexander Doty) B5%f “Fik )L” — a4 /S Fp
JEX©O R W R PR AT I A R AT D CEEILT . RmE L, “E
7 AR AN, AN RO RS A AN .

S0 AR T ARE /N U e (] P 2 B FUR R SR R i e A R B, ir Az IR e A
IRTERE T o HAEXWRAESZ LD “BEIL” , AT BAAATI & T HE S 2 i
s TR AATT - 1 IR 22 RS o T SR U e ) AR T v ) QA A gk
— g, T 3K P R AR i AT TR B AE 2 TR LT . AR SCA Ay B oK
B PN YA [ M 2R T AR ANE 1 AR BEPERRA I 0 5, DR Tl
[ NN A RETE RO EIS 187 S £ 7 A o 119 A S 1 v YA 7

CER WG PR K e BN AP = ANFR WA, ol 4K 5 8 v
L P RETT s TR IE I YB3 ) L P40 h i 78 AR A R iAo WK 2«7 (Norman
Page) f i HH 20 = N A TR A R BUR FK FEAS B Ji ¥ 7 AT LB W B faje B T,
HAR IR AE S I T IR U S AE Tk, AR TR Z R . X5
N R AR 70 A SE 5 VR IR A R S8 1, A58 B ER VY Mo — DA I AR
DArs TREARTRE N R VU ARG B TRh, RS P i Ba i BEAR A TR ia R S
ZH,

TR A2 AT VIR I 2R A i TR AR NIIPERIOE ik P4 R 1),
il JLIR SRV 8 0, BRG] 87 P AT S AR ) 7 SR I, /N UK AU s B A
B BRI il o A SRR DTS A IS O BEDC IR B T RRa i S s k. H5EVEIN 5
—ALIERAE, WA AR T IEVE RN, TRV R AR S g, A
W I NI HENE S 4. AE/NBEE AR+ 2%, =ABEME Ovia. B
VU 26 56 9 TRl D) e AR Rt I8 BRIk . A ATIFE K FAR 2 HR AR R BRI K, Ak
BT /NG BRI R A . = ANz Ee LS AR A A ORI S AN RN B2, R
ARREAE, MG 0 S AR RN Lhdse K I oG o 5 P [R) HoAth 2o AT R 2 AR, 4RI
Teiai#is, Fevh “OLEM, #ER, et XUE " ([blarefoot, barechested,

@ Doty, Alexander, 2002, Flaming Classics: Queering the Film Canon. New York: Routledge. 6-7.
@ Page, Norman, 1987, E. M. Forster. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire and London: Macmillan
Education Ltd. 20, 50.
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radiant and personable) ©, =TGR MK H S REILES Z A .

R, BRVE, XA S AMRBORFHE AL, HRAEME F SR M. S
ARG 16 KA 85V 2 “ PR (1), (2D EIFR IR IG LS,
Fa I SR T RG], BAVAFI T . RO AR BEAL 15 8 V5 AN 25 oA I AR ) R
W e o (KR 7R M AN e K 2 [0 g R B O B S W o R d B
LE, BRVUM L R e K ST EAT SIS OOR], MRS TS 2 R
BRI FRHRAT AT, A — M ER A" (more conscious of
the discomforts of packing by candlelight than of a subtler ill) © . & VYLLK FIHT
FRAE R Z MR ORI 1D 2B, SRR B SR KOG RN 2 2 18] (1) N
B 9% ZR M AT BBURK,  EDN V6 ity oK (R IS M B () PR 5K g, AR T G R B B
P, X EARRE RN, HH P IRRT S e AE M O 53k
AN 0 B 2 s R A A DRI, T vz iz U A U B AR B SR AR PR,
FOAE R 2 T Gk ) L3R BT RO B IR “ sl vE ) R kA7 (Compulsory
Heterosexuality) , FFAFAAET CEAR WG 5 Y ISCA T, /i oo 2 ok
YR Iea) (1) 5 2 e A EH R A 2F

M ERVIA NI R LR, i PR BOF AR, HE 2w LIRS g —
AR IR UL, 850 SRR R PR MR B, i A A6 T A
PERIOT AR . A8 TR LSRR /1 P O AN T 405 6 VG 1R 2o 5 AR Lt =,
RIS 7R ARAT BL 20 2otk B AR S UK S RE A5 1 I i, A 307l 0 o O, AR PR
ke R T i, ESORBIN-LE, B A I ER VU R s by A e AT
B R RSO LE RS, AFEIK BRI w . WS ARSI,
AR LA IE SR I L SR IR R B e (R /N BN IR EE R R I AN K
DR, AR A RS X e, AR ) T B S KR IR I, W
NI @il Eg PURE SR T 1R I Bk, ANEME B IRZY o« Bas AN
RASHFER M, NSRRI NHEL, 3240t T 570 BRSNS
TESC. FEEEVUE, ERPU s il v A5, DUlse %a S B — 4 s
) 20 B AR PRI BB, T T — Ay R st il g “me, Xt ar?
(Oh, what have I done?) il HEk Tk 25, KRG HIEHF RS Bk 5 57
IE® o LB NA LS, B s0h LA IR BRAERA 4778
I % PG 2K S AR R, SR VAN R A R TR i

@ Forster, E. M., 2007, A Room with a View. New York: Bantam Dell. 134. (G5 WX R FEY Hrh
SCREA, W BRSO AL R, ARV S R ASCr P I AN UG R ) 2 R S E R

@ A Room with a View, pp.76.

(3 A Room with a View, pp.76-77.

@ A Room with a View, pp.41.
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AR NIFBAT K R L B AR R e BB, IXA/N AV R 1]
—AEEAC AR, EREISZ AR AR AR KIS AR AN
B, TORCRSERMOT, B FA R R LG TR

FENBER SR VEREZR Z A, Sk ikt — A, WS TR iR 2 R Rt 2
SUE T ARG L. H0, Eaa /NN ERER 2o f, WK
MR S AR, SURBOMANZ . e PITk, KWL L% 5 in 748
b3, e AR EMEAE R I TR ia M b= B, (HOR B A XA S AR,
b CRRBEER AN MEAETHIA MR LIS 8. B2l 1 v4 ) — > S04
Koo EARATHEBI S, $ri 7A@ AL . A, SREMR i, E
(K2 1N A RORBG T HE L e A e et e (R R BE® , RATIB VT LG, BR LR SE A3
KT EVIRN I RER, XL RE R 5 RO S TR M OCHE, TR O
AR L BN AR

AR L TR SRR, EEDRARSRE . A AEVE SR, AR
(o EHE R XA O S e AN DA T T o BARIXRE A AE /N 1 2R 14 3
A IERATR AU SRR, HEZECRE R, B4 . 5 KEMAYMm e
i, AR LRI LA . BT A BB R S RS T, ek
fift, BORITER IR AR T IR BB AN ER R, — M A E S ARV
FIAR 7, A — N EE AR, HAWAERES), FEES EANAEN
UKRZ 25 IXFERITE A GE e Ui Al , i HARSF & - k20 9 [ 42 i) B AR Sk
Bro FES2 b, AR AOEEE H O E L XM DA S Bk T, IR AR TR AT
Je R R 2SN UG (SCELITY  (Maurice) o ZWMH I (1 22 53 R0 3 A 1R
CREIT) M CHER SR 5518)) ATIRZ AR AL, AR T —ANREE I
AR FREM RN, FEPEEON “rhithed” ZAEZ AL, R R VERL
It FATRTAYE (SLHLTY B ANAPMERIRAR) (BRLNEEEIBED .

EIXIFAE UL, R TR M ) AN OG0 EePE AR B — A IS R PR
Fo (CERUNGEMGEY IR FHITR B IE R B2, &S LRI s
FRAE, A — AR T SRR = MR R . A AR AR 5 R = 5%
A, BN RIIN IAFAE T I SO S rh e (AR LG 55 1)) AR RN 22 B vl B
AR, WAL, B LR SEEE AN 24Tk, 2R
gy, SCIRAFAEAR TS AR R SR N B2, MR T — AN LSCAR . BRARY

(D “The Double Nature of Forster's Fiction: A Room with View and The Longest Journey” , pp.258.
@ E. M. Forster: Passion and Prose, pp.110.
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JL7 i, AR XA MR A I BN AR, i e VA OE 3, TeTk
BN BE —TER LI SR 2

5 CERINSI B3R SRR, RRICH GEATIL) FFERE 7k
BB AR N o IR BRI SR — AFRAREE, K10 “ 3™ AOTER BRI E /N 0T
AR, T AT LTAEAE, HA EL TUR A HAR A R 3 A
HONERT . BEE A R AR R AL, i HAR AR e . A SCHIER N
KR, JEREZS LG E A BRI hm A TRI5E, g —DaJrn
BIRVERE, BOA L0k, IFSATHN, B A RRS— AFRR R
SRAEAN TR “ AR 7 © B RXAN TR IR 0 A B PRI ) I 7, (H
BENII B G AR SR AN T Jn BUSE-E 00, RUHFERRE X P B S8 A 58 21
FITE R, AERATA R BB — TN o AHI S 0 48 SCHRARRI AR TR 0k 3] )
Tk, WETBNAMER S0 BUASERFEFAL .

B EENEMEMA 2O Z R A4 . “Plsg” IRmTBERAN N, By
“SR7 R W ERNAT, WHTH TS HONRT WA AWE T, R
TR, JEAE BRI HEE . K, 5 (RIS F ik 7E AN
[, N AR 5 7, Al — R BN SR, (EAEAC P 5 1 S ARy
I, GeATIC) FRIFAER. “SN” JEA “thim” , i S RJcik it
WAL, A AIPE ARG B ST AP BIFESE 5, AR IRMZ T AR AR I L el S8 ()
e JEK, ACEAEBOENRIBE AN AT . SHrE, MR, wmism
SR T S, MRREAREE. BARRS TV B/ AT, I A
Z AR R IE T S B

ANERPTIIAT IR0 Bl i (AR, el SRR 0 A, SR A
PERRAL Ak, BEAERRMER. AT RIS, 5 CERILKEIEED) +5o
Al BEETETHREIT, ADNEREMZ TV 2 AR R AN, AREHI S AR
B B A S NG AR, RIS NE. RURFEAE A ORI
AL KA, (EOR T WIDFARAT IR, AR H RO mAE 2 Sh . FEZR N,
ANER RS TN @ AL PRI AEAR KRS, TE R B B A MRS (RSB
BRI IR D R 27 © ) o FEIXAN s, RS ECRERE A 1, K
FEAERERS Fh, TR T CVE R N AE /N U R 25 AT — AN RAMEB A U I3 5t
Brsg i tt, NEREAL T RS IR B 58 B AR A SO0 Ak B B L
HEAAHEAERY o FEBZVNEA N KB &, FRE ML

ORRL, GiAFid) , 5Frd, WWARmIRHREL, 2009:4.
@ GEATL) , pp.59.

® [ I

@ [7 L, pp.208,
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GEANTFIL) P TIXFE R R AR . “F” XA TEANL, B
X AW, KA S A B iR, Vet XA, MRS
AR PR AR L A, AR MR, AALZ M an
MALET T, SR S AR . HAS = TN SUR K E FEg A
e N EBIERL R F AT S R X R 2] D 2R G X R B 4R
IS, A E G 2R 58 28255, AMHIGE IR o AIXAS 2 1
K, OR ANTAL) WAL, ASSURANHIEA JIRIPE A RS AR, iy 4 502 L
K.

F b, GEATAC) Pkl 7t SCR “HPEREL”  (Male Gaze) IR,
FEE\EE, /MRIBRIERY TRE, BorA iG], HOtiEMLE BT, A
HREHUEE: PR BITE, SRGE N SE, MRS B 7 @3 “FAT7 X
FEHE? SRS, B IRPEAE FAR A LA — AT “BAT” o /D
TR “TAT” WS AP U, AR R E NHA AR, b
T AR TIUBEEAL s N LF WA BSOS T REERL IR 5. /R 2l s N
TSRO AR . IR AT LA ] R A, SORURAR PRI IR 26 G AT
i) BaBE T HAME LN LB FERE—MAFER AR R HIL,
BRI THME R RS K, ERWEE IS0t B el i, nT s v
EXNEELTYINC

WRRICE,  OE ATd) WA — R T 2R fh e DN —
FNZA, FFARATT UL — A3 AFKIK P AL AR SCrh Bt U3 v 5 1R 1K) 78
9, Hmpk AR EE, Bl Lok B Lt BT Lt R i 2 Ah,
R T IR R B, SERIA,  GRANTE) R,  “FEAN”
W AEEA RN SRR, AR BUh,  ORATE) AR IO I Il
MRS O o A BURAL I B A R B, A GRS R,
RIS Bk 7R R IOX — SR> 7 BRI SRS LAk, 5 BEA R — K txt
GeANTF) kSRS, KB RIEIXE —RBGa D, A Z—
F RTINS B RCHE BN ARITEZ P, S e ] < s —i
fifiid, HUR BB AEAIREERER, IR LY. (H R FRAT R 206 175 87 ) AL

@ % JLMulvey, Laura, 1997, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema” , 438-448, Feminisms: An
Anthology of Literary Theory and Criticism, eds. Robyn Warhol and Diane Price Herndl, 2nd ed. New
Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.

@ GEANFIE) » pp.88.

@ (Ml gE——)a 04|12 U5 U RE? ) .

@ (P TEF—)G U2 OF) BARHZRS? ), pp.295.
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G A0 IR & — e B A PR AN B, B 5 RSSO g2 41, AR
CIFAEA BRI B “WE LAY o AR A FRATUC R SCARES JLAE (Queering the Text)
(RN, FRATTHR B2 424 e e A SCAR TR R AR e AR B . (F GRATE) IXFE
AN, FRATTIRIRE R ALE & )[R P SOA g i A [ PR AN BE g . N ER A AR Z A
CHERERIART ©, SEERRRZ N SRR, AR, G ATF) B
B ) 2 T ARG e a2 AN o B AR NBORIAS B (1) VE R AE, PR
) (R ANERGE BB, 9T T “ 93/ o PR/ RIPEAR T ) e AL
ANk, WSS eT AR 1, YIS gRs ke, /gl R Ak i AR THRRIT A
—ERRE BMRBERIAT E T IR ) LS R

PR /UL IR g — 3R] R AR TR A s AR . EpTiE s
FEHAH, PR AR I e RO AR B, — DI LM R A A R e . CRAR IR
SUDEIEN) SRS T — 4 N SFEHIE K BSOS nBiE e, e HIAR
s LIRS, 2 Ge ATFid) AR SRR MITk, Sa AR,

1 W RE 1/ UK 2 #R L) R — N AR AR TR PR E IA & Abw
KA, CEA RS G 0 CRAEFT AN 22 48) , #% SATHT
RO BB RRIX A 4 b, mmos N 2l st RO R I DAL . A
WreKPrdE (James Miracky) 45 H A rRe s 0 Al s A “ 2RO I A (a f 37 5t
(fantasy characters and locales) @, i Sh4¢ 22t 73 B T4 UrRE A St iy “ ARk UE
(Arcadia, Fi-RuE) iy, LLAOO & R B2 (Whitman) 3 A& 15
(comradeship) MIREN®,  (HFF ISR R T 55 M4k s e 5 XA K B0E
LR AR . RATRRAR T —A 2 B2 B ApkIs, e R, 5N
nf AR EE B K. BN EOE B W& FEE R B R .

E G ATFd) SR, N RSB T A S P i) B, K A AT
(Michel Foucault) ) (VES2) (Histoire de la sexualité) 552 A NP4 NG RHEAT EE
Bo NHEBERE T “Of SR XS, 5k BT W] 5 R
YR, XSS R RSSO BRI Y F/INB IR R UL, B TS <
ABFAETE A7« CARFYENZ R O XSEHERAAR WA R AN

® GiANTFd) , pp.87.
@ Miracky, James J, 2003, Regenerating the Novel: Gender and Genre in Woolf, Forster, Sinclair, and
Lawrence. New York: Routledge. 35.
® E. M. Forster: Passion and Prose, 105.
@ RGNS JFIRZ AR RS R AR VR AR, pp.14-15.
Cht 2 BE——JEPUHE? - OF) MRS "5? ), pp.260-261.
® GEANFid) » pp.56.
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R . A “ RGNS AT Eitt S TAMEM SN, 5/ 5= KR 1
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PR 45 S PR AR AR B ), A A 5 R It J L P 2 5 A

{ROE W R /DUl 8 IR i Ky B T AT R . GRS BFIRD) ()45
JRIA ] T B LS R Rl R IR & T nl REPE A n VB E R AR SS o AR A USRI
BN, Bl EERAITA S &5 4. SR 20N, — MBI Rt IR IE
GEME AR A 2 R, SRRARIRS . AR, ANUEI SR RS R R AN A, AR AR
S RN IE R ) . SR VE AT BARESG,  (HE LT I S G At () 3L g,
MHFAEEHAMER . £ CER WS R s —5, — R N B U]
MR LT DIFE R e Al , Wk 1 5= 2% o AR, 1F & — T AR FHASAdAT TAH 22 1)
Hogat, B HUAATEE T o D UG 7a i K R 5 R0 T A g

X RE, 7 EmurhiL, 1244, LA h OO R R TR, 4
W I ——XRTETHR, 7 @

CE IR P ) H S P A US A A 1 18 10 B ARG T etk o X037 AR
B AhE7 o e RAIXAN s, —ANEKFALEMITINE T, —HiIK
BN ANABATTIIAS 85 AT TN (& DR Pe e st “ R IAGEE AT
(Youth enwrapped them) ©, I FSiE. i XSEEE A S AErER . BRI
BIREMEATE RIS V2 N, IREN G 2RI TR S 285, IRBIE LB
AbATT SR U M B A5 HE b 5 2 — S AT T, XA IE RS R A /N U T L A AR
AT ——FT 18 00 2 ) S At SR R PRt 5, ] DA i — 3

LRSI BEABERIE R BARNARRRRREE T2EEm. Mk
Lifn Bk, 1K B AN UL SO —— U R B B EAEE,
PEREAR A AZ I 7E BRI 2101 F, AR R I /N BRI LA AR A —Fh vl 202
PEo PEMBORI 2 F N A B VUL — N3 IE A, b — TR I A e 4l Jo) 8 B
Bi 5 AN, JCHZZALE Y RS B S, MBRAIEE R A IS AT 1)
AiE T N S5« T BRI SR AR B AR O — Aok, AN

O UBGAEDARSE JF AR —— R RSO i P R AR, PR WA D pp.15. &
i, ZWERMFEETRA—RKIL GEANTIL) MFREEFBD]. CRACEEY 5 1995, 24(3):147,

@ G NFid) » pp.106.

(® E. M. Forster: Passion and Prose, pp.113.

@ “Tt is impossible,” murmured Lucy, and then, remembering the experience of her own heart, she said:

“No — it is just possible.” A Room with a View, 210.
® A Room with a View, 210.
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Wi SCACHR, AEWBIIAR L, Wikl T BANSIER R . DU — Bk fl,
FRVUMTRIR “RORB T M LI AR N o XAMEIEARIEIUE A 20
W, AR BRI IES £ X, WA T m s IR T BT
M )Lo  CEA KGRI ) BARAELH EIRAAT & o /DA% goh S PR IS AR
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EANNS 1P/ QN e v
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ANFRIK “TA0” IR AR R ARG R, B L AR 2SR TR S L
TR EAA, A e g R A2 K AR AR, M0 BRAT 2 B 1 A J g el S 400
o A BEEASCUR BLOK Y (R 7 A o AE/INER BT AT AR ARG SR A 2 o, KRS IR RO IE
Pho B, /R 2R RIZ A AR £ T W IR 520, SRl K 2R R LA A X
FAt AR IR o R TE R 4 SO & R AR T3P R A 5 P i A3 Uy 5
Lo AR, IXPZ PRI LA — R ENR, el A2 (5 (ER LK
S IAY L)) BRIEE L R & . A GREATL) BIZESIFARW. Fif5E
AL, NI A ZHEE 2 N, FISEAN RIS — e “ s 5
B R, ERVPE T SRR, BB RIZ .

T U ST TR AR TR P A TR SC /D i o e U ) @ A RN . (R AR A
PSRBT A G N Tl ) AR PR e 5t i n) (R 302 B, (H 2
T I 3K PR i R EAH B R, RATTAT AR AN 1 A DA A R R T ) DA R
IR FR) 0SS o AR SRR AR R SC ) BUAEAT i SE il — Fhdn s, Houk, /hBEC
AN BRI AR GRS TSR ESS LXo. FYESRS ek
(TR IX M JLRS P T “ s S AR MRS, (HPTEBAE Soet S R0
BEAMBDZESR . “BIL” A RE S ERRZX PR NN, & B L
PES “RPEAS” 1R R SIS, n] DU SR 48 5 P ol AR 3255 1 B 1) 5 A £ o 8 e A
B, HLzny DUSE A ot A ACHR B H AT o SCZ AR A ) o 22 R EE T « 2% 5 107
(Annamarie Jagose) 7 (W)L 'F18Y (Queer Theory: An Introduction) — i
FRIEE L “ EZEAE—Fh S, &0 B I ”  (less an identity than a critique of
identity) o L VFIXAN ] TH AR L 1) g 50 SO A2 R 3 PR 3 /N R SR AN 1R 1 1
ool T R PR — T L 4

O GEATL) , pp.74-75.
@ GEATAL) , pp.209.
® Jagose, Annamarie, 1996, Queer Theory: An Introduction. New York: New York University Press.

pp-131.
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Men, domestic violence and the law: constructions of

masculinities in popular, activist and academic discourses
Derek Hird (University of Westminster)

Introduction

In this paper, I utilise a masculinities studies lens to analyse debates about domestic
violence in contemporary China. I focus on violence perpetrated by husbands upon their
wives, and understand violence broadly to include ‘any behavior within an intimate
relationship that causes physical, psychological or sexual harm to those in the relationship’,
including ‘physical aggression, psychological abuse, forced intercourse and other forms
of sexual coercion, and various controlling behaviors’ (Xu et al. 2005: 78; Krug et al.
2002: 89). I seek to identity and discuss the ways in which discourses about domestic
violence construct masculinities. In the paper, I understand masculinities as plural, diverse
and impermanent: there is no essential, timeless, universal ‘masculinity’. Nor are there
culturally bounded masculinities, such as a singular ‘Chinese masculinity’. That is not to
say that there are no ‘dominant’/ ‘mainstream’/ ‘hegemonic’ masculinities: as with other
gendered and social identity markers, masculinities reflect and produce wider sociocultural
hierarchies of power, status and recognition. I intend to highlight some of these mainstream
masculinities, always locating them within topologies of power. I argue that an effective
approach to countering men’s domestic violence cannot simply rely on legislation alone;
it is also necessary to understand how masculinities are constructed. An appreciation of
the discursive practices that shape masculinities and a recognition of men’s ‘bringing
themselves’ into discourses of masculinities in various ways, opens up the possibility for
men to fashion non-violent masculinities.

The sources I draw from include online newspaper articles, online videos, web portal
discussion threads and microblogs. These sources cover domestic violence from popular,
activitist and legal perspectives. These discursive materials include the saga of the domestic
violence perpetrated by the education entrepreneur Li Yang against his wife, Kim Lee, and

their subsequent divorce case. I also use material from interviews conducted in 2011 with
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fourteen informants—nine men and five women—ifrom a variety of backgrounds, including
white-collar professionals and blue-collar retail assistants, ranging in age from their early
twenties to early forties. These semi-structured interviews were mostly carried out at two
main sites in Beijing: an east side, business district investment consultancy near the World
Trade Centre; and several Zhongguancun computer stores in the northwest. Since most of the
interviews took place in spring 2011, they do not include discussion of Li Yang’s violence. I

turn now to analyse the main themes that emerged from these various materials.

Urban men’s domestic violence viewed as an ‘inherited’ trait

Zhou Rong—tall, affable, in his late thirties and always well turned out in the more
than two years I had known him at the time of this research in spring 2011—worked for
the corporate sales department of a large electronics company in Beijing. When I first met
him he was already married, drove an imported car, and owned his own home together
with his wife. During lunch with him in a Zhongguancun computer mall, I asked him
for his thoughts on domestic violence in China. He predominantly associated domestic
violence with poverty and ik % it (low quality), poorly educated men in country villages
(Hird 2013), and told me that it only happened in cities under particular circumstances:

It does happen in the cities, but there are two reasons for this. One is family influence:
a son sees his father beating his mother—and his father’s status in the home is possibly
very high, this is |7 [E [#] 5 842 (China’s patriarchal society)—and decides to behave
like his father to his own wife when he gets married: IR/ AN G FHT K (If you
don’t do what you’re told I’1l beat you).The other reason is that some people are what we
call 4275 (abnormal): they have /0y FEAFZS (mental abnormalities) and /Ly #LJH (mental
illness) which cause domestic violence.

First, let us look at the broader context of Zhou’s notion of domestic violence as
learned or ‘inherited’ patriarchal behaviour.

Zhou’s mention of ‘China’s patriarchal society’ is a legacy of the continuing
influence of Mao-era rhetoric critiquing 3} % 9 (4L 4> (feudal patriarchal society), the
unwholesome practices of which were due to be eradicated by socialism. In the 1980s,
media reports still categorised domestic violence incidents as ‘feudal remnants’ (Hershatter
2007: 49). Zhou, however, did not use the term ‘feudal’, reflecting the general erosion of
Marxist discourse and worldview in China. Zhou’s understanding of patriarchy locates
it as an enduring cultural phenomenon, not tied to any particular system of political

economy. This is one of the core arguments underlying Judith Stacey’s 1983 book,
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Patriarchy and Socialist Revolution in China, in which she outlines historical patriarchy in
China, describes the patriarchal-socialist system in the Mao years, and presciently foretells
the endurance of patriarchy in the post-Mao period. In their study of male violence in
Chinese families, sociologists Li Songbai and Lu Jiliang (2008: 221) similarly point out
that a particularly extreme form of male dominance over women occurred in the historical
B K K (feudal patriarchal system); but they also emphasise contemporary male
dominance and violence as a result of what they describe simply as J A A (nanquan
wenhua/ ‘patriarchal culture’ ) (2008: 221). Patriarchy is generally no longer couched in
terms suggesting that it is a fading feudal system.?

The intensity of individual men’s subscription to patriarchal ideas has been linked
with levels of domestic violence. ‘Studies have reported patriarchal forms of authority
and strong beliefs in patriarchal gender relationships to have significant correlations with
spousal violence in Chinese populations’ (Chan 2009: 78), according to Ko Ling Chan,
who has extensively researched intimate partner violence in Hong Kong and China. Men
holding ‘patriarchal values’ (e.g. that they should lead sexual activity, and that men should
go to work and women should stay at home), are more likely to beat their partner and
less likely to be hit by their partner, a survey of more than 2,500 people found (Wang et
al. 2009: 787). Tang et al. found that their informants in China, Hong Kong and Taiwan
‘often see husbands’ as entitled to household and child care services from their wives’,
which the authors attribute partly to the lingering influence of Confucianism; furthermore,
they relate that ‘[i]n participants’ accounts of wife battering, when husbands’ privileges
or entitlements are unjustly denied, violence is allowed’—the wife is constructed as a
‘legitimate victim’ (2002: 985). These studies do not suggest that all men in patriarchal
societies beat their wives, or that there is a simple cause and effect relationship between
patriarchy and domestic violence; rather, they demonstrate that violence more often occurs
in relationships in which patriarchal values and practices are more prominent.

The historical archetype of the ‘traditional” Confucian family patriarch is often
associated with patriarchy and wife-beating, as portrayed, for example, very graphically
in Zhang Yimou’s film Ju Dou (1990). But understanding violence and aggression

against women as the domain of historical stereotypes misses the pervasive, cross-class,

D In an attempt to roughly gauge the relative prevalence of the terms $13% B {44 ‘feudal patriarchal
society’ and J3#4L2> ‘patriarchal society” in contemporary popular Chinese discourse, I conducted searches
on Baidu, the biggest Chinese internet search engine, for news articles containing these two formulations (Www.
news.baidu.com). I found just 2,330 news articles that used the term ‘feudal patriarchal society’, compared to
about 21,500 that referred simply to ‘patriarchal society’.
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patriarchal behaviour that is informed by notions of dominant, aggressive masculinity
circulating in today’s China. Masculine hierarchical dominance is connected with
sociocultural attributions of potency and charisma, according to Avron Boretz, in his work
on ritual violence, martial arts and masculinity in contemporary Taiwan and China (Boretz
2011). A powerful masculinity is demonstrated not only through controlling one’s wife and
children, but also through developing and clearly demonstrating one’s masculine potency,
in Boretz’s perspective:

[...] claims to power and aggressive representations of dominance do not, in fact,
violate the mainstream conventions of Chinese manhood—quite the contrary. They reveal
a social and cultural logic, shared by erudite metropolitan scholars as much as illiterate
gang bosses, in which a dominating masculinity is generated through the hierarchical
structuring of potency and charisma. Simply being in a position of dominance (as in the
case of a family patriarch) automatically affords a certain measure of that charisma, but
the greater portion is taken to be a form of intrinsic potency (often described in Chinese in
terms of g7) manifested as extraordinary personal attributes (2011: 13). ©

A related argument states that men’s [ffj ¥~ ‘face’ is significantly constructed through
their wife’s explicit subordination to their position of dominance, particularly their own
friends (Chan 2006). A man’s sense of status can be further elevated through the deferential
care and attention of an %} (second-wife) (Xiao 2011). In his study of male batterers and
face in China, Chan found that ‘the stronger the face orientation, the greater the masculine
gender role stress and thus the greater likelihood of using violence against female partners’
(2006: 71). Chan quotes one batterer:

She did not give face to me and my friends. She just treated my friends poorly and
always complained that I was wasting time being with them. She never knew that when
my son was sick, I would call my friends or colleagues to help. I asked them to visit my
home and see how my son was doing. That’s the only thing that I could do. I had to lean on
my peers (2006: 68).

Chan comments that this informant ‘felt that his friendship and his efforts to enhance

his support network were not recognized. He even felt that what he was proud of and

(D See also Chen (2002) on the association of g7, gigong practices and the performance of masculine
bodily and political power in the post-Mao period. A young, male white-collar informant cited Deng Xiaoping
as very masculine, because he had the ability to get things done and solve people’s problems because of his skill
at cultivating powerful connections. My informant’s ideal of masculinity is suggestive of the cultured 3 wen of
the Confucian ‘sage-king’, in contrast to the brute 1 wuz of martial warriors (see Louie 2002 on the historical
notions of wen and wur).
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deemed important was regarded by his wife as trivial. He felt humiliated and later, in a
conflict with his wife, he beat her hard’ (Chan 2006: 68). For men who aspire to the model
of charismatic and potent masculinity, and whose sense of masculinity is significantly
founded on the level of respect that they are given by their & 1] )L (best mates),
aggressiveness and violence are techniques they may choose to employ in everyday life to
bring them nearer to achieving their imagined ideal masculinity.

Some scholars agree with Zhou Rong that boys who observe their father’s wife-battering
behaviour are more likely to ‘inherit’ this trait. One strand of domestic violence research
argues that ‘socialization and learning within the family (whether the family of origin or the
family in the present)’ (Hearn and Whitehead 2006: 40) is responsible for men’s violence. In
his discussion of this viewpoint, Hearn argues that it neglects gender, asking this question:
‘If boys who observe violence are more likely to be violent subsequently, why is this not also
the case for girls?’ (1998: 27). Hearn’s answer is that any kind of ‘social learning’ is already
gendered: ‘not only may boys learn that violence is possible and is performed by older
males, but that this is done in the context of male domination more generally’ (ibid.). In other
words, male violence against women has to be understood within the gendered conditions
of patriarchy. Furthermore, sociologist of masculinities James Messerschmidt has shown
that not all boys who watch their father’s violence go on to reproduce it. In his study (2000)
of adolescent male sexual and assaultive offenders and non-violent boys, he demonstrates
that masculine subjectivities evolve through an interplay of school, family and friendship
influences. When boys are provided with narratives of non-violence from influential adults
in their lives, and are able to talk openly about sexuality and relationships with these adults,

they are more likely to develop non-violent masculinities.

Urban men’s domestic violence viewed as caused by mental illness

As mentioned above, my informant Zhou Rong also suggested that another reason
for domestic violence in cities is mental illness or abnormalities. Psychological pathology
is a frequently given reason for violent male behaviour (Tang et al. 2002); and this is the
case not only in Chinese societies: it is one of the reasons given, alongside family history,
violence in the media and proliferation of guns, for the school shootings that have occurred
in the last couple of decades in the US (Kimmel and Mahler 2003: 1440). Kimmel and
Mahler, however, use insights from masculinities studies to point to an alternative line
of thought: ‘All or most of the shooters had tales of being harassed—specifically, gay-

baited—for inadequate gender performance; their tales are the tales of boys who did not
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measure up to the norms of hegemonic masculinity’ (2003: 1440).2 Kimmel and Mahler’s
thorough investigation of this common factor leads them to conclude that, contrary
to conventional thinking, ‘these boys are not psychopathological deviants but rather
overconformists to a particular normative construction of masculinity, a construction
that defines violence as a legitimate response to a perceived humiliation’ (2003: 1440).
Kimmel and Mahler’s term ‘overconformists’ is useful in the context of men who use
violence against their intimate partners. For example, the husband that Chan cites (above)
who beat his wife for making him lose face and feel humiliated in front of his friends, can
be thought of as overconforming to a normative construction of masculinity of a dominant
husband and a deferential wife. Alternatively, if conventional models of patriarchal
masculinity sanction aggressiveness, as Boretz suggests, then we can remove the ‘over’
and simply acknowledge men’s violence as conforming to that model.

These recent insights emerging from masculinities studies, however, have yet to be
accepted in mainstream culture, whether in the US or in China. A prominent strand of
popular psychology in China propounds the view that domestic violence is an ‘inherited’ trait
and associates it with mental illness; moreover, it neglects the context of patriarchal relations.
This line of thinking is exemplified in the responses of TV psychologist Wang Jianyi to
questions about domestic violence in an online Sina forum, organised in the wake of the Li
Yang affair.? In response to a netizen’s online query asking if even-tempered men are more
likely to commit domestic violence, psychologist Wang Jianyi writes that this is usually not
so, then adds that when a woman is looking for a partner, she must examine the relationship
between the parents of any prospective partner (‘Niiren ruhe’). If she discovers that the father
of her prospective partner often beats his wife, then it’s best not to marry “IXFf A, IXHf
ZJ&> (this kind of person, this kind of family). Wang stresses that domestic violence that is

(D See also Kalish and Kimmel’s (2010) suggestion that mass murder committed by men in the US that
ends in suicide is motivated by the sense of ‘aggrieved entitlement’ felt by men who are ‘utterly marginalised,
humiliated and drenched in what [they feel] is righteous rage’ (2010: 463). The authors define ‘aggrieved
entitlement’ as these men’s ‘gendered sense that they were entitled, indeed, even expected - to exact their
revenge on all who had hurt them’ (ibid.). Perhaps the combination of psychological predisposition and effects
of discourses of hegemonic masculinity that Kalish and Kimmel identify in these men can also help explain the
mass stabbings of Chinese school children in recent years by marginalised middle-aged men who feel angry and
frustrated at not measuring up to redefined norms of masculine success in contemporary China (see also Yang
(2010) on the depression, desperation and violence of laid-off working class men). In the setting of men’s IPV,
men’s violence in response to a perception of an uncooperative or questioning wife could also be characterised
as partially triggered by a sense of ‘aggrieved entitlement’.

(@ Wang Jianyi is a well-known broadcaster. At the time of writing, her Sina blog has registered over
8,360,000 page views, and she has 90,000 ‘fans’ on her Sina microblog.
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K a AL T 1P) (the type transmitted in the household) is very difficult to change. This was
in response to a questioner who seemed fed up with being advised to ¥ fi# (understand), %)
&l (soothe) and fU%¥ (tolerate) a violent husband through counselling. Wang maintained,
however, that joint counselling is effective if a man’s J5[X| (reason) for domestic violence
can be uncovered—as long as it’s not the ‘inherited’ type, or, indeed a result of &5
(mental illness). Answering another query about how to gauge the likelihood of a potential
partner committing domestic violence, Wang recommends that a women asks her prospective
partner to take a AFSHFAENIA (personality traits test) to find out if there is a XA AR
2 (history of mental illness in his household). Wang also stressing the importance of the
personality test for checking to see if there was domestic violence in his family when he was
growing up, since ‘J{ KNI L= 3 15 ER4T A (the environment in which one grows
up produces learned behaviour). In response to an enquiry about links between introverted
behaviour and domestic violence, Wang returns yet again to her favourite theme, stating that
during dating a woman must investigate whether or not there is a history of mental illness in
the parents and relatives of the woman’s prospective partner.

Wang’s advice sets out an understanding of domestic violence as an individual learned
or an ‘inherited’ trait, linked to mental instability, and fails to take into account the influence
of patriarchal power relations in society as a whole. This perspective falls into the trap
of suggesting that domestic violence, and indeed mental illness, is inevitably transmitted
down through the generations. The 24t ) (domestic violence man),then, is a mentally
unstable individual who comes from a family of mentally unstable individuals. Wang’s way
of dealing with this issue is to recommend the personality test as an objective and reliable
device that will weed out potential violent mates. This approach locates the reasons for
domestic violence within individual pathologies, rather than identifying the interrelationship
between asymmetrical gendered relations in wider society and individual men’s ideas
and behaviours. Moreover, Wang’s association of domestic violence with mental illness
stigmatises and ‘others’ men who are genuinely mentally ill as always potentially violent,
and posits a normative, healthy masculinity, in which domestic violence never occurs. This
simplistic dichotomy neatly allocates domestic violence as a problem for clinical medicine
to solve, and ignores the need for and possibility of sociocultural solutions. Normative
masculinity in the family is therefore always safe and caring; the normative household is
idealised as a secure place, although Wang makes clear it is the future wife’s responsibility
to ensure this in the first place through her careful selection of mate.

Wang’s advice to women is part of a Sina domestic violence focus in response to the
Li Yang case. The homepage for this initiative is titled: % 2= FH 3118 K8 W%

Jit “Z 35 (Li Yang’s wife reportedly encounters domestic violence: how to distinguish
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low quality “domestic violence men™). © This title echoes the notion of domestic violence
perpetrators as low quality, suggesting that they have a lack of individual cultivation; this
inevitably associates domestic violence with rough, rural masculinities, since polished,
metropolitan men are discursively constructed as ‘high quality’ and cultivated. Wang
Jianyi uses the term K ZH (uncouth, uneducated man) to refer to men prone to domestic
violence, which connotes a rural uncouthness. And as with Wang Jianyi, the title also puts
the burden onto individual women to be able to spot and avoid violent, low quality men,
implying that it is a woman’s own lack of skill in this process if she ends up with a violent
man. Domestic violence is, then, a private matter for women to avoid and/or resolve by
themselves. Moreover, the Sina domestic violence homepage is located within a subsection
of the women’s section webpages titled 17 /& _K%% (emotional magnifying glass), which
further strengthens the impression that domestic violence is a private matter concerning
personal emotions and feelings. This way of depicting domestic violence reflects the
neoliberalism-informed, privatizing discourse of government ‘at a distance’ that has
emerged in the specific historical conditions of post-Mao China. In this discourse of
‘individualization’ (Yan, 2009), citizens are urged to develop regimes of self-management
and self-care, in other words to %¢ F C (rely on oneself) rather than %E[E 5% (rely on the
state) (Zhang and Ong 2009: 7-8). Ultimately, this requires individuals ‘to take their life
into their own hands and to face the consequences on their own” (ibid: 16).

The Sina homepage on domestic violence recommends that before marriage women
learn how to identify high-risk signs of violent tendencies in men, and then to ‘cancel’
those men that have them from their lives. These include men who 1 Z 1% 5% R
| (frequently cling too tightly to principles); those who BEB PEan ., {1 Fl A Sy 0E
(strongly take the offensive by nature and have controlling tendencies), which manifest,
apparently, in pet-training techniques that employ physical admonishment rather than
guidance; @ those who are too impetuous in love (43 [ £45%); and those who are &Y
R (caustic in what they say).

If a woman does not successfully anticipate that her husband is a ‘domestic violence

man’, then she can still avoid being beaten by not provoking her husband, according to Wang

(D The Sina webpage on the Li Yang case is hosted in the women’s pages, and can therefore be taken as
aimed at a female readership. Kim Lee is not named, but is referred to as ‘Li Yang’s wife’, reinforcing, however
unintentionally, proprietorial notions of male ownership of wives (even the URL of the webpage contains
Li Yang’s name, but not Kim’s). As several commentators have pointed out, the popular media seems more
interested in Li Yang than in Kim Lee.

(@ Wang Jianyi similarly offers the generalisation that #6144 =111 A\ (combative men) are more prone
to committing domestic violence.
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Jianyi. A questioner on the Sina page asks how s/he can help a woman s/he knows who ‘¥
RFNPRIEXT 75 infuriates and provokes her partner) into beating her (‘Niiren ruhe’). Wang
advises that ‘% ABZE S B O5 SERAAE R TS 5432, 1T 2t (women
also need to reflect on whether the way they engage with their husband is suitable, and
whether it needs to be improved). For example: ‘2z A\ ANFE K gt AT <RER X AYIK
22 N\’ (women shouldn’t be too assertive, or too ‘shrew’-like), if they want to reduce the risk
of domestic violence. What should a wife do if her husband hits her after the start of every
quarrel, asks one netizen. Wang responds that “Hi U] ) Zc A ANEE N 2 Tt e 8t T £
(clever women don’t wait for men to hit them, they avoid the flashpoint in the first place).
Another questioner asks if ‘4h 5 71 (pressure from outside the home) is too heavy, thereby
causing violence. Wang replies that women too feel pressure at times, and at these moments
it is easy to ‘|25 45))° (get agitated) and ‘WA 53 N\ (provoke men); so when a man is “fik7%°
(downcast), Wang advises, women should avoid ‘Al i) 15 @ (disagreeable topics).

Similarly, the Sina page on Li Yang and domestic violence makes it clear that it is
a wife’s responsibility not to provoke her husband into perpetrating domestic violence.
It compares incidents of domestic violence to mines in a minefield, and cautions women
that after they get married, i Gufiltey (1) /575, Wt A R = N 2 () ¥ A X AEMB L (to
avoid hitting the mines, they must locate this minefield as soon as possible). This puts the
responsibility on women to ‘avoid’ provoking men, rather than making men responsible for
their actions. It makes it clear that it is the wife’s job to learn and avoid the circumstances
under which a ‘domestic violence man’ will instinctively or naturally resort to violence.
Continuing the popular psychology fixation with ‘personality types’, the Sina page outlines
the three kinds of men most likely to be ‘domestic violence men’:

1. fm % A H% (paranoid personality): the paranoid man blames other people for
setbacks, sensitive, petty, arrogant, and has too high an opinion of himself.

2. KB NKE: (bursting out’ personality): this explosively tempered man is
unstable, easily provoked, enraged by small things, and has no self-control.

3. Witk AK%: (attacking’ personality): this aggressive kind of man is impetuous,
reckless, doesn’t think of the consequences of his actions, lacks judgement, and is hostile
to other people and society.

The Sina homepage and Wang Jianyi’s advice clearly lay the bulk of the responsibility
for the occurrence of domestic violence on a woman’s behaviour: she is expected to
develop the skills to avoid inciting her husband’s violence. This is suggestive of what has
been called a %55 (lord and master) masculinity (Ke 2012), the performer of which is not
usually violent, even if he is a ‘domestic violence man’: the only cause of his violence is

his wife’s unsuitable, aggressive, shrew-like and unthinking behaviour. Further, laying the
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burden of responsibility on the wife’s shoulders implies that a husband can hit her with
impunity: if his wife does incite his violence, she is to examine her conduct carefully and
improve it so that she doesn’t incite him again. This kind of thinking reflects pervasive
ideas about women bringing violence upon themselves (Tang et al. 2002: 981, 992), and
which entails a wife accepting beatings from her husband and keeping quiet about them.
This then reaffirms the husband’s position at home as her ‘lord and master’, who is never
at fault: we could also refer to him as the ‘blameless husband’. ©

Wang Jianyi and the Sina page reflect and contribute to long-standing notions that
woman are chiefly responsible for harmonious relations in the household, including the
husband/wife relationship, and that it is their fault if they are unable to maintain domestic
peace. In her book on Republican era domestic management, Helen Schneider discusses the
popular theory at the time that a happy family’s harmonious relationships depended on the
wife and mother ensuring that the emotions of family members were balanced (Schneider
2011: 26-9). The debates on this issue in Republican era journals show that ‘it was clearly
a woman’s responsibility to recognize her significance in managing the family, and then to
create and nurture the right kind of emotional space for herself and her husband’ (ibid: 29). In
words that show the continuing currency of Republican era ideas, my informant Kathy Sui, a
highly successful Beijing lawyer in her mid-forties, indicated that the emotional management
of interpersonal relations in the home is still deemed to be a woman’s duty:

The home must be stable and safe. If it’s to be united (fzanjie) and harmonious (4exze),
you need to expend even more effort. That’s to say, society, family, school and work
unit—all have these expectations of you. This gives us [women] even more responsibility.
That’s to say, work, study and life burdens are heavier. This is how I understand it, from
the perspective of male and female lawyers. This is the family aspect.

Some of the immensely popular self-help literature prominently available in
bookstores also burdens women with the responsibility of harmonious marital relations.
One such book, Decoding Men (Jiem: nanren), written in the style of a father advising
his soon-to-be-married daughter about men, argues from a psychologically informed
perspective that there are immutable differences between men and women, and presents as
uncontested fact the opinion of unnamed ‘experts’ that ‘males and females have different

emotional worlds’: ‘Most women try to figure things out, which leads to conjecture, which

(D At the same time as constructing (however unintentionally) the ‘blameless husband’, Wang constructs
a model of the ‘needy wife’: she claims that women’s I K[1/0r HL 55 11 (biggest psychological weakness is
that & N 7524%% (women need love), which keeps them emotionally dependent on abusive and manipulative
husbands (‘Niiren ruhe’). Implicit in this claim is that men do not need love.
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then descends to suspicion and jealousy’ (Xi and Zhu 2004: 62). The authorial father’s
voice cautions his daughter to use her communication skills to elicit from her husband
which of her ‘words’, “attitudes’, ‘sounds’, ‘tones of voice’ or ‘actions’ ‘enrage him’. She
must take care to express herself in an ‘affirming and encouraging’ way. The father asks
his daughter to consider which of the following options her husband would more ‘willingly’
listen to: “You don’t bring me flowers anymore’, or, ‘I’'m really grateful to you for the fresh
flowers you previously brought me’ (ibid: 81). In line with the general conservatism of the
book, this chapter presents ‘the art of communication’ as a skill and a practice in marriage
for women to succeed or fail at, and to bear responsibility for. If a man cannot express
his feelings to his wife, it is the wife’s fault for not training herself to be a consummately
tender, reassuring and considerate emotional counsellor to her troubled partner. This may
fly in the face of other self-help books that emphasise men’s need to learn to communicate
better (see Song and Hird 2013: Ch.6), but it represents a not uncommon way in which
new practices of ‘communication’ between husband and wife are reformulated along
familiar patriarchal lines, so that the gendered structures which privilege men’s position in
the family remain intact. For men like Li Yang, violence is the sanction they deploy against
their wives for contesting these hierarchical, gendered boundaries; for Wang and the Sina
pages, aimed at a readership of women, women should be aware, exercise caution and
police themselves so as to avoid contesting them in the first place.

Another gendered paradigm emerges from online comments on domestic violence,
that of men as strong, women as weak, and men as the protector of women. Lots of
successful men are very disappointed and angry with Li Yang, because they believe
men should not hit women , according to an article in the popular newspaper, F§ /5 J
K (Southern Weekend) (Ke 2012). Wang Jianyi, the television psychologist calls these
men 445471, (real men) (‘Niiren ruhe), aligning their status with a model of heroic
masculinity. But what happens when women are not weak? In the Nanfang zhoumo article,
Ke Zuo points out that Li Yang persistently complained that Kim was too 5%\ (assertive),
and R ZFAM (not gentle and submissive); this prompts Ke to ask, should this kind
of women then be beaten (Ke 2012)? Ke adds that what women need is not some kind
of dubious protection from men (when in fact it is women who take care of men from
cradle to grave), but *F-%5 5 /3 1F (equality and justice), and for the law to offer remedies
for victims of domestic violence and to punish those who perpetrate it (ibid.). Men who
subscribe to the gallant, heroic ‘real man’ masculinity may think they are helping women,
but the effect is to reinforce the mainstream discourse of gendered characteristics that
empowers men—the protectors— as strong, and constructs women—the protected—as

reliant on and deferential to men.
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Domestic violence in the middle class viewed
as ‘hidden, psychological’ violence

One of the reasons that Li Yang’s violence seems so shocking to some people is
that he is a successful, wealthy, educated, urban man—the exact opposite of the typical
perpetrator of domestic violence in the public imagination, the poorly educated, rural
man. The association of domestic violence with poorly educated peasants draws from
widespread notions of urban/rural difference that emerged at the end of the nineteenth
century as part a general shift from a dominant discourse of history as cyclical to the idea
of ‘linear’ progress (Jacka 2006: 33). In gendered terms, the new discourse depicts the
rural woman as, among other things, a ‘helpless, pitiful victim of exploitation, violence
and sexual abuse’ perpetrated by the peasant male (ibid.: 57). This latter figure, the
impoverished, poorly educated, uncultured—and violent—peasant male, hailing from the
backward, traditional countryside, serves as the rural ‘other’ through which urban men—
such as my informant Zhou Rong, and others (see Hird 2013) —construct themselves as
modern, well-off, and sophisticated metropolitans.

Even when it is acknowledged that violence occurs across classes, it is still often
depicted in class terms. Reports of middle-class men’s abuse their wives configures their
violence in different ways to that of rural men’s violence. Ding Long, a thirty-five-year-
old computer software expert from Sichuan and long time Beijing resident, told me that
middle-class men’s violence is more likely to be ‘hidden’ (yinxing), ‘psychological’ (xznli)
violence, not physical violence, and possibly perpetrated together with another woman:

For white collars 1t 1s maybe a hidden violence (yinxing de baoli). Maybe 1t’s not
physical violence, but through using psychological methods (xinli de tangshi) they achieve
some effects. There’s a very famous example: there was a woman who discovered that her
husband was having an afiair (you waiyu), and it seems that the husband and the woman
he was having an aftair with terrorised the wite; in the end the wife committed suicide. 1
don’t know If this can be considered domestic violence. Although the wife perhaps wasn’t
physically beaten, they mentally tortured her (zai jingshen shang tamen zhemo ta), with the
result that she committed suicide. Maybe this can be considered a kind of hidden violence.
There are a lot of these cases.

The idea that domestic violence in urban areas is ‘hidden’ also came up in discussion
with Liang Yu, a genial, thirty-year-old father of a one-year-old boy, whom Zhou Rong

introduced to me in April 2011. Liang owned a computer store in one of the many
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electronics retail malls in Zhongguancun. His smart business mind had enabled his
company to prosper, and he had bought a new condominium in the south of the city, but
increasing competition was damaging profits. Our conversation ranged over many issues
of gender, covering work, home and leisure. In the context of discussing his and his peers’
daily lives, I asked him whether he had come across domestic violence:

[’ve come across it very rarely (wo hen shao jian). For sure some people do it at
home, but on the surface (biaomian shang) you can'’t tell.

Liang Yu’s suggestion that his relatively well-off circle of urban friends and clients
conceal their perpetration of domestic violence, and Ding Long’s differentiation between
the ‘hidden’ psychological violence of urban white-collar workers and the physical
violence of the migrants, reflects and constructs the idea that the urban middle class are
more sophisticated in their deployment of violence than rural peasants. Furthermore, in Ding
Long’s account, the white-collar man was not the sole perpetrator: he teamed up together
with the woman with whom he was having an affair to terrorise his wife. This complicates
the common image of the perpetrator of domestic violence as exclusively male, suggesting
that women as well as men perpetrate this so-called middle-class psychological violence.
This possibly reflects the general empowerment of urban woman..

The portrait of the sophisticated middle-class man who hides his violence, intimated
in Ding Long’s and Liang Yu’s accounts, is suggestive of popular media and scholarly
discourses on men and masculinity that position the middle class in the vanguard of
China’s modernisation process (Hird 2009: 48-51), and identify the bailing jieceng
(‘white-collar stratum’) as the most advanced section within the middle class itself (Xu
2005: 261). The white-collar man is depicted in these kinds of discourses as a beacon
of gender equality awareness, a caring, emotionally intelligent family man who forms
an egalitarian, companionate, power-sharing marital relationship with his wife (Song
and Hird 2013: Ch. 6). Clearly, this is a discursive ideal, and discursive ideals are very
often not realised in everyday life—Ding Long’s story of middle-class violence is but
one example. © Nevertheless, behind Liang and Ding’s comments lies the modernisation
narrative of an evolution from the brute physical violence of the patriarchal peasant to
the more sophisticated and apparently less gender-inflected psychological violence of the

metropolitan white-collar man.

(O Another example comes from Fang Gang (2008: 124-31), China’s most prominent scholar of
masculinities, whose research revealed a disjuncture between middle-class men’s professions of equality in their
sexual life and their accounts of actual sexual practices which reveal their desire to sexually dominate and iE [l
(zhengfii/‘conquer’) women.
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The law, mediation and masculinities

I now turn to examine how debates about the legislation on domestic violence bring
out certain notions of masculinities. The law as it stands was promulgated in Article 43 of
the 2001 revision of the 4§ yJ: Marriage Law, when the Supreme Court defined domestic
violence to be when 175 ALABLAT\ #HGE. SR smAT BRI S B sl HoAb T B,
S ILGBE RO AR ORI AE T TH S B € 01 3 5 R AT A (the perpetrator causes
physical, psychological or other certain harmful consequences to other family members,
by means of beating, tying up, seriously injuring, forcefully restricting personal freedom or
other measures (‘Zui gao renmin fayuan’ 2011). © With regard to penalties, Qi Lianfeng,
Kim’s lawyer in her divorce case, has stated that the current possible punishments for
a perpetrator of domestic violence are, M4 (V6 28 AL T 245 ) ] UGt 3E 4T
L R, TGRS . KM A . (according to the Regulations on Public Security
Management Punishments, he can be given a warning, a short detention, a fine etc.;
nothing too serious) (Wang 2012).

It is clear there are many problems with the existing legislation on domestic violence
in China, and momentum has been gathering in recent years in support of a dedicated law
against domestic violence. X ¥} > (Xia Yinlan), the head of the Chinese Law Society’s
Family Law Association and a professor at the H[E (7% K% (China University of
Politic Science and Law) has criticised the legislation as 1R & (very weak), 4%V (very
empty) and fE LA4i 4T (difficult to implement) (‘Li Yang tan jiabao’). The powers and
responsibilities of different legal organs with respect to domestic violence are unclear, the
penalties are evidently weak and also unclear, and there are only two pathways for victims
who do not want to go through a mediation process with the Ji# &7 514 residents’
committee Ff [&ZE 514> or village committee (which is strongly encouraged): i 3K 2 45 ak
$&e B 1F (divorce or bring a private prosecution) (Zhang et al. 2012: 206).? Because of
the lack of efficacy of the legislation, /M2 6F T~ 5 FRARRF T ok 110 5 28 RN 125 g A

HIAJZ (the whole of society maintains an overly tolerant and disinterested equivocality

(D Palmer considers the revisions to have been prompted by ‘[e]conomic restructuring, international
pressure in particular from CEDAW) and an increased tendency for husbands to take revenge against an
unfaithful spouse’ (Palmer 2007: 683). Li Yinhe suggests that the authorities are currently particularly worried
about the increasing number of battered women who kill their husbands, are sent to jail, leaving a broken family
and parentless children (2011, private communication to author).

@ 1 will discuss the mediation process and its drawbacks in more detail below.
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towards domestic violence (‘Bi shibao’). Recently, however, the significant publicity given
to the well known educational entrepreneur Li Yang’s battering of his American wife, Kim
Lee, and their subsequent protracted divorce, has brought fresh momentum and vigour to
calls for effective legislation against domestic violence.

On 31 August 2011, Kim Lee, the white, American wife of Li Yang, a well-known,
English-language training entrepreneur in China, posted pictures of her severely bruised
forehead, bloodied ear and bruised and scraped knees on her Chinese-language Sina
microblog (‘Li Na Hua de Mom’), and stated that Li had beaten her in their Beijing home
in front of their three daughters. On 5 September, after receiving no public response
from Li, Kim® published a detailed description of the attack. Five days later, Li posted
an admission and apology on his microblog. Li has almost one million 7} #%(fans) on his
microblog (fans receive notifications of postings); Kim’s number of fans leapt from just a
handful to almost seventy thousand after the news of her posted pictures began to spread.?

The Li/Kim case has both challenged and confirmed certain widespread assumptions.
On the one hand, it has challenged the almost god-like status of a public figure, moreover
a teacher, and the notion that the typical perpetrator of domestic violence is a poorly
educated male living in a small town or village (for a more comprehensive discussion of
this, see Hird 2013).¢ On the other hand, it has reaffirmed the general perception that
domestic violence legislation is inadequate, and has shown the bias towards mediation
among the authorities. The police mediated between Kim and Lee when they attended
their neighbourhood police station together four days after Kim publicized the attack. The
police mediation resulted in Li agreeing to sign a four-point plan: not to hit Kim again,
to apologise publicly on his microblog, to go for psychological counseling (reflecting

the notion that educated urban men who commit domestic violence have psychological

(D In keeping with the Chinese press’s practice, I will refer to Kim Lee as Kim henceforth; Li Yang’s name
I will abbreviate to Li. This will prevent possible confusion over using the pairing Lee/Li.

@ See Hird (2013) for a more comprehensive discussion of the background of this case, including Li’s
controversial teaching style and the public relations media offensive that Li launched in response to Kim’s
public accusations.

(3 Contrary to popular perceptions, domestic violence is a significant problem in urban areas among the
middle class. For example, in a survey on domestic violence in urban and suburban Beijing, Wang Xingjuan,
founder of the Beijing Maple Women’s Counselling Centre, discovered that abused women in the ‘city proper’,
as opposed to the suburbs, had ‘relatively high educational levels’—over half were educated beyond associate
degree. They included ‘directors, editors, journalists, teachers, cadres, engineers, and technicians, all of whom
were economically capable of being ‘independent of their husbands’ (Wang 1999: 1494). Similarly, over half of
the abusive husbands in the ‘city proper’ were educated beyond associate degree level, among them professors
and officials (ibid., 1498).
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problems, in contrast to poorly educated, rural men who are deemed violent by dint of
who they are), and to donate 1000 yuan to a women’s counselling group (a token sum
considering Li’s wealth). However, Kim soon realised on that there was no hope of
reconciliation, and she filed for divorce on 27 October 2011, two months after the violence
occurred. There followed three gruelling rounds of court hearings, extending over fifteen
months in total. Contemporaneously, both parties took to various forms of popular media
to put across their perspective. ©

Li toured the television studios and gave countless newspaper and magazine
interviews, claiming he was drawing attention to his behaviour as a ‘negative example’
and that he wanted to help the formulation of better anti-domestic violence legislation (Tan
2011). Yet he also graphically described and at times sought to justify his violence. He
presented himself as suffering nagging to breaking point from an uppity, foreign spouse,
who didn’t understand how a wife should behave towards her hard-working, breadwinner
husband in Chinese culture:

[ return home from work really exhausted, and a woman points her finger at you
condemning you for four or five hours, saying really malicious things, then you just Jii5t
(crumble) (‘Li Yang tan jiabao’2012).

[ was 1n a rage and [ wanted to die with my wife. I charged to her;, pushed her down
and knocked her head against the floor several times... At the time I was probably semi-
conscious (Tan 2011). ®

A husband beating his own wife cannot be called a problem, some of my fiiends have
told me. Many Chinese people think the same and they prefer to keep silent because they
believe 1t is simply family business not to be disclosed (ibid).

1 think this 1s something that Chinese people can completely accept (‘Li Yang jiabao
shijian’).

As discussed above, Li’s attitude reflects not uncommon ideas about women bringing
violence upon themselves (Tang et al. 2002: 981, 992), that they should accept these
beatings, and moreover keep quiet about them for the sake of the career of their 2£45 (lord

and master) (Ke 2012). Kim’s refusal to be wholly submissive at home, and her subsequent

(D Some commentators argue that Li Yang has managed to get a lot of publicity out of this for his company,
and that the majority of journalists are more interested in him than in Kim and her supporters campaigning
against domestic violence. In this perspective, female stars who are beaten often see their reputation and image
damaged, whereas the perpetrator’s reputation can survive intact (Bai 2013).

@ Li’s willingness to describe his violence in detail is not unusual. Perpetrators commonly prolifically
vocalise their domestic violence whether to excuse, justify, or seek lighter punishment for their actions (Anderson
and Umberson 2001: 361; Hearn 1998: 109-110).
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decision to accuse Li publically, ‘thwarted’ Li from taking up the subject position of a
dominant, unquestioned master of the home (for a discussion of how ‘thwarting’ the take
up of gendered subject positions can lead to violence, see Moore 1994: 151-3).

In several interviews, Li brazenly discussed his loveless motivation for marrying
Lee and having children with her, yet he also described how the experience had changed
him and how he wished to make further changes for the better. From his point of view,
his relationship with Kim, which began in 1998 after they met in China, was never based
on love; instead, from the start he viewed it as an experiment in cross-cultural education
in which his children were 52565 (guinea pigs) (‘Li Yang jieshou’ 2012). After only
three years, however, he decided that the American style of educating children is Jj7 &
(great) (‘Li Yang tan jiabao’ 2012). In particular, he differentiated American from Chinese
fathering as always putting one’s family before work.”? However, he openly admitted that
his commitment to his business meant that he spent only one or two days a month with his
family in Beijing, due to lengthy lecture tours around the country (‘Li Yang shouci’ 2011).
Nevertheless, he expressed his desire to 4+ HUfif 3] b A1 ZK 2 1 P17 (strive to achieve
a balance between work and family) (‘Fengkuang jiabao’ 2011), while at the same time
maintaining that different standards adhere to men’s behaviour in the two worlds of work
and family: §] T ZERAIIR L/ NPT (Even though I beat my wife, I'm still a good
teacher (‘Li Yang tan jiabao’ 2012).

For her part, Kim has given several interviews, and has also posted prolifically about
her feelings and developments in the divorce case on her microblog. She decided to give
interviews to highlight the inadequacy of legal measures available to battered women after
she heard that many women are in jail for killing their husbands: ‘it’s still easier for people
to pick up the knife than the law’ (Kloeden 2013; Wang 2012).2 On her microblog, she
has countered Li’s assertion that Chinese people generally accept domestic violence as an

inevitable part of their lives: almost every day, she writes, Chinese people tell her that iX

@ In John Osburg’s ethnographic study of the #7 & (new rich) in Chengdu, one of his male entrepreneur
informants, married with two children, ‘half-jokingly talked about spending time in the evenings with his family
as very “American” (2013: 114).

@ Kim’s change of heart came after watching a ' [E "7 L i3 & (China Central Television (CCTV))
documentary that interviewed more than ten women in Hebei’s North Shijiazhuang prison who had killed
their husbands after suffering long-term domestic violence. It found that their sentences varied from deferred/
commuted death sentences to life and fixed sentences; the shortest was 12 years (‘Bi shibao’). In January 2013,
Li Yan, a Sichuan woman, lost her appeal in the Supreme Court against her death sentence for killing her
husband after eighteen months of sustained and documented abuse. The local police had continuously refused
to take action, referring her instead to the neighbourhood committee because it was a ‘family matter’ (‘China:
Commute’).
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AT E A BT ) SC4E (this is not a culture approved of by Chinese people) (‘Li Na
Hua de Mom’). In interviews, while acknowledging that nobody is perfect, she has also
contested the viewpoint that different standards can be applied to men’s behaviour at work
and at home, for example, the notion often put to her that a man’s violent behaviour in the
family can be forgiven as a minor transgression if he is ‘Ji%3))’ (successful) at work: 5 %%
AR AR AT B, ARTERORREIT , A S A e B A AE X
AN EL AN BEIX 4 H] Domestic violence is not a small mistake. When you sit on your
wife’s back and grab her hair in front of your children...one really can’t be tolerant at this
point) (Wang 2012). Kim has also posted on her microblog text messages she has received
from Li calling her ‘pyscho’, ‘sick’, a ‘total bitch’, that ‘hell is your place’, and that she is
lucky because an American husband would have shot her (Tan 2012). Furthermore, she has
revealed that Li previously beat her on several occasions, even kicking her in the stomach
so violently—when she was seven months pregnant— that she had to go to hospital.
According to Kim, when she told this to her sister-in-law Li Ning (Li Yang’s younger
sister), Li Ning responded: ‘Really? All Chinese men are like that’ (Wang 2012). Kim’s
strong desire to publicise her experience derives from frustration at the lack of effective
legal and other kinds of support for women who suffer domestic violence: in this regard,
she cites the police, who have no effective domestic violence laws that they can use to
arrest offenders, and doctors who have never been trained to record injuries as domestic
violence cases (Lu 2012; Wang 2012).Y Furthermore, Kim knows that she can leave for
America with her children at any time, but that Chinese women generally cannot: beyond
seeking justice for herself and her three children, a motivating factor in her decision to
fight the case through the Chinese courts is to contribute to the struggle for better anti-
domestic violence laws for those in more vulnerable positions than her (Tatlow 2011).
During the court case, Li and his lawyer explicitly denied, inside and outside the
courtroom, that his beating Kim should be termed domestic violence; instead, they called
it ZXJEPP5E (family conflict). Li’s lawyer argued that ‘domestic violence is when a man
hits and injures his wife frequently over a long [period] but has no reason, but my client
did that because he had conflicts with his wife’ (Kloeden 2013), emphasising that Li only

@ Theb K2 3 FH Gl i SO WF R 4] (Investigating and Research Task Group on ‘Domestic
Violence Criminal Justice Reform’) which the Supreme Court set up in 2012 recognises that the lack of clear
legal procedures on filing a case and bringing a lawsuit push the police towards merely issuing oral warnings
and advice to perpetrators (Zhou and Guo 2013). Anti-Domestic Violence Network founder Feng Yuan argues
that it also the lack of support from institutions like the Women’s Federation that prevents women from coming
forward with accounts of domestic violence, not anxiety about airing this issue in public (‘Li Yang lihun an’).
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beat his wife ff/K (occasionally) and without causing /™ 1}; % (serious harm’) (Yan
2013). Perpetrators’ ‘quasi-repudiation’ of their violence is a frequent strategy they employ
to minimize, reduce and relativize it (Hearn 1998: 109). Li and his lawyer were seeking
to persuade the court that Li’s violence was not sufficient for it to fall under the existing
legal definition of domestic violence (i.e. the 2001 revised version of the Marriage Law
discussed above). This was by no means a forlorn hope: ‘Chinese courts routinely fail to
identify domestic violence, and describe it as ‘family conflict’ instead,” according to Feng
Yuan, head of the Anti-Domestic Violence Network in Beijing (Fincher 2012). As well as
seeking to avoid being punished for his violence, in anticipation of the court dividing his
substantial real estate portfolio between him and Kim, Li hid twenty-three of his properties
from the court, according to Kim’s lawyer (Wang 2012).

In an interview outside the Olympic Village Court in Beijing’s Chaoyang district on
10 August 2012, after the start of the third and final round of divorce hearings, Kim said
that Li had asserted in court that 1 [E )& T 240 4] % %% (all ordinary Chinese men beat
their wives) (‘Volunteers’ 2012, @3min45sec). Moreover, Kim relayed that he also claimed
in mitigation that Z%Ji£ %% J)7F T [E 1R 153 domestic violence in China is very common)
(ibid.@3.53). From this Kim concluded that fth &% 47 &5 . BT SUth (A . A od 75
F1 22 %% 0] @ (He hasn’t changed. He hasn’t changed his attitude. He thinks beating one’s
wife isn’t a problem) (ibid.@3.56). Kim also told a reporter that Li had threatened her in
court, saying: iX L &P [H . K[ (This is China. Shut up) and demanded that she shut
down her microblog (ibid.@4.35) A band of anti-domestic violence student demonstrators
gathered outside the court to voice their support for Kim’s fight for compensation. They
unveiled a banner expressing ‘&% 21’ (zero tolerance) for domestic violence and thatifE %
HATRe A N — N FK B2 FH 4 (anyone could be the next victim of domestic violence),
and displayed a scroll of over 1000 signatures supporting Kim. In addition, they danced
and sang against domestic violence. Xiao Huang, one of the activists, characterised their
approach as 17 4 2R (performance art), and urged those suffering violence: } il Hi ok
ST, WA NSCEFRAT] (You just need to stand up and resist, and people will support
you), adding that the demonstrators themselves had spontaneously come together online
in response to Kim'’s case (‘Li Yang lihun an’; ‘Volunteers’). Li told the demonstrators that
they were %/j# (naive), and repeatedly questioned them: #RJ& AN H E N2 R /NFI K
LR EATFT i /R2(Aren’t you Chinese? Didn’t your parents beat you throughout your
childhood?) Li also said: ‘The term ‘domestic violence’ is not appropriate in my case, since
this is just one outburst in a long history of #'5¢ (conflict) between us. Still, I am prepared
to take on the role of domestic violence perpetrator and sacrifice my image in order to
publicise the anti-domestic violence message. But I think that in general 7F 5% J&Z /7 [H F i
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#4347 LA (I have handled family matters pretty well) (Yan 2012).

Li has repeatedly contended that perceptions of violence differ ‘between Chinese and
Western cultures’ (Cao 2012). For Li, men’s domination of women and perpetration of
domestic violence is inextricably part of everyday Chinese family life: ‘I live in China. If
Chinese culture is chauvinist, then I am’ (Li 2011). As Hearn puts it, for men who present
it as ordinary, ‘violence may hardly warrant or be worthy of explanation’ (1998: 105). Li’s
belief in the acceptability of a husband’s violence towards his wife is grounded in a gendered
philosophy of that men need to control women, which he summed up in an anecdote:

[ AR GEE, EBRBEHERBREAL, KEAB RN E EEGETAE
Wik T AN, REEARTET, EdbEH: RAMER, 2tAhibea!
R LR B KX ZAENE, ™ REVTIREERR! HECATZH — /R
) Ve dTT. ([...] Women have a special trait: they like to resolve issues by tormenting
[people]. Once I observed the witfe of my company'’s general manager scold him for six hours.
[ really couldn’t carry on watching. I took the receiver and told her: you're crazy, stop now
- your husband should be creating value for me here, not listening fo your incessant jabber:
Sometimes women need a strong action to interrupt them) (‘L1 Yang tan jiabao’).

Li’s account of his ‘rational’, masculine intervention to stop the ‘irrational’ nagging
flow of his general manager’s wife is grounded in embedded gendered notions of calm,
decisive men, who keep their eye on the important things in life, and emotional, flighty
women who are just concerned with trivia. In making these kinds of arguments during his
media rounds, Li was no doubt hopeful that public opinion and the court would swing behind
him as a Chinese man simply doing the things he thought a Chinese man should do. If so, the

judgement, when it eventually came, may have been somewhat of a surprise to him.

The Li Yang/Kim Lee judgement

Kim and her supporters had been pessimistic about their chances of success in
the case. The court’s judgement of 3 February 2013, however, defined Li’s actions as
domestic violence. The court granted the divorce, instructing Li to pay Kim a lump
sum of 12 million yuan (US$1.9m), and 50,000 yuan in compensation for the violence.
The court also awarded Kim custody of Li and Kim’s three daughters, instructing Li to
pay maintenance of 100,000 yuan (US$16,000) per child per year until they reach the
age of 18. Furthermore, the court granted Kim a three-month ‘ \ & ££474 (personal
protection order) because of Li’s threatening behaviour towards her during the case. The

compensation and protection order are significant steps forward, according to human rights
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lawyer Guo Jianmei, but she believes that the court didn’t force Li to reveal the bulk of his
wealth, rendering the settlement ‘very unjust’ in the end (Tatlow 2013).

The personal protection order was the first ever issued by a Beijing court. Kim
applied for it on the basis of the many threatening text messages that Li had sent her,
which she provided in evidence to the court. Kim’s lawyer, JfiZI§ (Qi Lianfeng), noted
that this kind of order, which originated in the United States, enables victims of domestic
violence, when feeling threatened, to apply to the court for an order for the cessation of
the perpetrator’s violence, threats or harassment. According to Qi, its use in China is very
good news for sufferers of domestic violence, because internationally it has proven to be
the most effective legal instrument for preventing and curbing domestic violence (Zhao
2013). The first personal protection order in China was issued in 2008, by JL8) i 5%
X 7%:B¢ (Wuxi Chong’an District Court). It was immediately effective in stopping the
violence of the applicant’s husband, and within two weeks the two parties had come to a
divorce agreement. The significance of the personal protection order is that it has changed
the traditional approach of the law to family matters, viz. VAN A K[ ] (the law does not
cross the threshold of the home), and has thereby JT k¥ T [E 58 AR b5 6 5 e 2 1 1605
i&1% (opened up a new channel for state power to prevent and curb domestic violence),
according to /%8 (Chen Min), a research associate at the #x ey A [CT2 e Y VA 2A 5T
HT (Supreme People’s Court Institute of Applied Legal Studies) (Zhao 2013). Initially just
intended to be used during divorce cases, the scope of the personal protection order has
been extended by the courts to include all marriage and family cases, including changes in
custody rights, the rescinding of cohabitation relationships, and so on (ibid.).

The violence of public masculinities is widely recognized. In the English context,
Collier writes that ‘the masculinity of the mob, of the pub fight, or urban disorder, the
masculinism of public spaces generally [...] all might be accommodated within an account
of public masculinities as claims to power and prerogative’ (Collier 1995: 250).% It is vital
to contest the idea that ‘only these public violences are deserving of legal recognition as
crimes’ (ibid). In normative discourses, the home is most often portrayed as ‘a safe place
for women and children’ (ibid.); in contemporary China this image is very noticeable in
depictions of middle-class families in which the man simultaneously protects, provides

for and cares for his family (Song and Hird 2013: Ch. 6); yet the statistics on domestic

(D China has its own long association of men and masculine behaviour outside the home. In terms of male
violence, the figure of the tough 47X (haohan/‘good man’), one of the exemplars of what Kam Louie (2002)
has identified as 3 (ww/‘martial’) masculinity, is depicted in historical literature as fighting and wreaking
destruction in myriad public places.
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violence, whether for Britain or China, demonstrate that the home is anything but safe, and
that the ‘most significant problem damaging the health and safety of women [is] husbands,
boyfriends, former spouses and intimate companions’ (ibid.: 250, citing Stanko 1993: 449).
‘Feminist studies have thrown into question the universally benign and natural qualities of
familial masculinity. The prevalence of male violences within the family, in short, jars with
any image of masculinity as a priori ‘safe’ and desirable (ibid.: 251). Perhaps the Li Yang
case’s most powerful contribution has been to undermine the preconception that Chinese
elite metropolitan masculinity provides a safe and caring form of masculinity in the home.

The notion that the law has never crossed the threshold of the home, however, in
China or elsewhere, is beguiling but misleading. As Richard Collier points out in his book
on masculinities and English law, ‘the law is not only central to the concepts of private
and public, and to the division between the two, but also plays an important part in the
construction of that division’ (O’Donovan 1985a: 3) (Collier 1995: 60-61). In other words,
the law and state cannot be construed as separate to the notion of the family: they have
always been involved in its construction and shaping. Collier argues that the public/private
dichotomy ‘functions as an image/metaphor which has then been able to structure judicial
arguments to existing values and beliefs’ (Collier 1995: 67), or put another way, he calls it ‘a
form of political rhetoric central to the making of value choices’. The law constructs and is
constructed through moral and other discourses, including the notion that ‘the law does not
cross the threshold of the home’.

For this reason, it is mistaken to conceive of ‘the state as a neutral arbiter of the
claims of interest groups, a state which might or might not, grant “equality” through legal
reforms’ (Collier 1995: 64). The law cannot solve any social problem in ‘deus ex machina’
fashion, because the law itself helps reflects and produce normative masculinities,
which themselves are partly responsible for wide sociocultural—including gendered—
inequalities. Whatever legal advances occur, such as the personal protection order, and
whatever relief they may bring to certain individual women, they do not fundamentally
address the underlying cause of much of men’s violence against women, which is, in a
word, patriarchy. Collier continues:

The dawning recognition that there is no necessary correlation between formal legal
equality and the realities of women’s and men’s lives has served to render problematic
such a liberal feminist perspective in which law is conceived as responsive to social
demands and in which it has been the pursuit of formal legal equality which constitutes the
goal of reform strategies (Smart 1989a: Ch. 4) (Collier 1995: 64-65).

Placing hope in the idea that domestic violence legislation in and of itself will

deal with the phenomenon of domestic violence is misplaced. In this light, the personal
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protection order awarded to Kim Lee, while clearly very welcome, loses some of its
significance in the bigger picture of the battle against domestic violence as a whole. After
the 2001 revision of the Marriage Law, Palmer heralded the new legal remedies that it
opened up for women:

Women suffering from domestic violence continue to be encouraged to seek
intervention fiom their local people’s mediation committee, which is expected to persuade
the husband to cease his misconduct. However, in more serious cases, the local public
security bureau is also expected to intervene and, at the victim's request, may impose
administrative sanctions on the husband. In addition, a wife who has suffered domestic
violence may bring a private prosecution (zisu /7 1%), and both the public security bureau
and the procuracy are expected to assist her.

This shift in the policy and regulatory framework for dealing with domestic violence
1s significant. Although the processes of mediation and administration sanctioning continue
to be emphasized, domestic violence is now characterized as not only a private dispute
but also a matter of public concern, and therefore, also the concern of criminal law and
Judicially imposed punishment. As in the debates on concubinage, the public-private divide
1s shifting in order better to protect women (Palmer 2007 652-3).

In upbeat fashion, Palmer concluded by emphasising that the 2001 legislation was an
‘important change’ in terms of the fight against domestic violence, in that the law no longer
viewed it as a domestic or purely family dispute. Margaret Woo confidently stated: ‘Judges
can no longer hide behind the old proverb, “gingguan nanduan jia wushi,” (even the wisest
judge cannot rule on family matters)’ (Woo 2008: 109). And yet, many experts believe
that domestic violence has become an even larger problem since that legislation: ‘[mJany
Chinese writers and feminists suggest that the recent [post-Mao political and economic]
reforms appear to be increasing the degree of violence against women, including domestic
violence’ (Hester 2004: 1436). As Collier explains, ‘The public/private dichotomy
blinds us to the constitution of gendered identities and therefore wipes out any notion of
masculinity as a social and performative practice (as well as the dialectic of social structure
and psyche) before it even appears as such’ (Collier 1995: 67). In other words, any hope

that the law alone will sort out male perpetration of domestic violence is misplaced.

Mediation — its advocates and inadequacies

Does this mean that mediation is a better alternative to legislation? Xiaogiang, a 20

year-old Beijing arts student whom I interviewed in spring 2011, criticised the inadequacy
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of existing domestic violence laws and suggested that older forms of community
mediation, which he believes have died out in new townships, provide the answer:

[ feel that the JZ1EHIPLH#) (fali de jizhi/‘mechanisms of the law’) in China are still
not very ¢ (jianquan/‘robust’) and are not very effective in protecting the victims of
domestic violence. In the relatively traditional, old-fashioned, small villages, the A 45
(dama/ “elderly women’) from the 5¢Z=2> (jiaweihui/‘family support committees’) will
20 to I (tiaojie/‘mediate’) this kind of issue, but in the new villages it seems that there
1sn’t an effective body or regulation that can resolve this problem.

Luo Bin, an investment consultant from Henan in his mid twenties whom I also
interviewed in spring 2011, told me that a 4f 54§ (easy-come easy-go) approach to
marriage, which easy access to divorce encouraged, was not as good as taking 145K
(appropriate measures), such as mediation, to fi# ¥ (resolve) marital conflict.

Both of these men expressed a belief in the desirability of mediation in abusive
relationships, rather than reliance on the law, which they didn’t consider adequate or
particularly relevant for tackling domestic violence. Their views are not uncommon.
Despite the ready availability of divorce for women, ‘domestic violence is still viewed
as a problem that requires education, not divorce’ (Woo 2008: 92): ‘[w]omen suffering
from domestic violence continue to be encouraged to seek intervention from their local
people's mediation committee, which is expected to persuade the husband to cease his
misconduct’ (Palmer 2007: 683). As Xiaoqgiang makes explicit, the people attempting to
persuade battered women to stay in these abusive relationships might include female elders
from the local community, a group of people whom one might reasonably expect to have
a fair degree of influence over younger women. This approach, which emphasises keeping
the family together, fits snugly with state efforts from early in Hu Jintao’s leadership to
promote a ‘harmonious society’, an idea that draws in part from Confucian notions of
social cohesion and stability. © Lu Zhang, a gender studies specialist and civil society
activist, points out that state ‘harmony ideology’ has encouraged some cadres in the All
China Women’s Federation (ACWF) to prioritise the preservation of the family over

women’s individual rights. She cites the views of two cadres whom she talked with:

@ According to Wang (2012), the preference for settling criminal cases out of court comes from the so-
called ‘“F1{5 30 (hehe wenhua), which Nciku.com, an online dictionary, defines as: ‘The unity of opposites.
Containing both similarities and differences, it pushes forward the constant development and changes of
everything.” According to Wang and Nciku, it also means living in harmony with the environment. Wang further
cites the influence of Confucius’s antipathy to litigious approaches (JGVA wu song/ ‘no litigation’), and his
preference instead for the two sides to make concessions and reach agreement in the end, as a root of Fl4 304k
(Wang 2012: 42).
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One cadre remarked that, when addressing domestic violence, one should not put
all the blame on men and should avoid being too provocative, because it might cause
the dismantling of a family and result in numerous harms. Another young ACWF cadre
working in rural areas stated that to facilitate the harmony of family and society was her
main goal in her work. If families fell apart, she suggested, that would bring a lot of social
problems (Zhang 2009b.: 233).

Zhang (citing Chen 2003) points out that using mediation to resolve conflicts is an
important plank of Confucian ideology and, along with other academics and activists,
is concerned that mediation aimed at reconciliation does not necessarily address the
underlying power imbalance in abusive relationships, which the batterer maintains
through the use of violence: ‘mediation, if applied indiscriminately and inappropriately,
may function to reinforce the batterer's power and control over the victim’ (Zhang
2009b: 233).%

Responses from members of the public in videos online on what to do when
encountering domestic violence suggest a possible split along gender lines, although they
cannot be taken as representative. In a Youku-produced video, the two men interviewed
suggested that improving communication between husband and wife was all that was
necessary to solve a domestic violence problem, whereas the three women said they
would take legal measures (‘“Wangyou dianping’). In another Youku video, the majority of
women interviewed said that sufferers of domestic violence should seek legal protection,
although one woman did query Kin Lee’s going public: ‘whether a star or not, domestic
violence is extremely bad behaviour. But his wife’s behaviour is very strange putting it on
her microblog; there are many ways to protect herself, revealing things may not solve the
problem’ (‘Li Yang jiabao shijian yinfa wangyou). The readiness of women to go to the law
in cases of domestic violence refutes Li Yang’s idea that Chinese people don’t want to air
family matters in public. If there is a gendered division on this, it may reflect the fact that
of the people who suffer domestic violence in China, over 90% are women (‘Li Yang tan
jiabao’). It could also be that men do not view their domestic violence as serious, or even
consider it abusive behaviour: ‘many studies have shown that a person’s gender affects
her or his perceptions of VAW [violence against women], and men as compared to women
generally have narrower definitions of VAW and are more tolerant of VAW’ (Tang et al.

2002: 991). Many women, in China and beyond, however, do not report domestic violence

D Collier argues that promotion of the ‘harmonious divorce’ in English divorce mediation practices has
marginalised questions of men’s violence (Collier 2010: 213, citing Greatbatch and Dingwall 1999).
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or suffer it for many years before doing so—including Kim Lee, as I noted above.

In her recent study of court-ordered divorce mediation in China, Jian Wang writes
that:

Despite the widespread consumer satisfaction with mediation as a less expensive,
faster, and more satistying alternative to litigation, such issues as power imbalance,
neutralist versus interventionist styles and inhibitions on freedom to divorce continue to
generate much controversy in the field of divorce mediation (Wang 2013 74).

Wang argues that mediators are influenced by ‘traditional Chinese values and public
policy’, and act akin to ‘patriarchs of the family’, rather than impartially (ibid). Wang uses
extracts from transcripts of mediation cases, some of which concern domestic violence,
to show how mediators manipulate the process. Masculinities are not Wang’s focus, but
an analysis of the excerpts reveals the ways in which mediators reflect and contribute to
masculinities discourse. Take the following two extracts, from separate cases, in which a
judge is conducting the mediation:

[Mediating judge to the female plaintitf]:. . . Just because your husband is lazy
and does not do housework, you are divorcing him? As a woman, you should do more
housework. I do little housework. Shopping, cooking, washing dishes, washing

clothes, etc., are all left to my wife. But she does not sue for divorce. So it is

not a good reason. As a woman, you should be more tolerable to man. Man is

always like that . . . . (Case No. 17) (Wang 2013: 80).

[Husband|]: . . . I want to enjoy ordinary family love as other people do. I just want to
have a good meal ready while I get home from work, to have somebody to take care of me
when [ am sick.

[Wite]: Didn’t I take care of you when you were caught in the rain and caught a cold
last month? Contrary to what you said, I ofien do the cooking and housework.

[H]: [...] to have somebody to take care of me when I am sick, to have someone to
listen to me as I am unhappy with my work [...]

[WJ]: Didnt I listen to your complaint?

[Mediating Judge]: [to the husband] [ am a man myself, so I know what is on your
mind. But don’t try to be so particular; OK? . . . (Case No. 9) (Wang 2013: §9).

In both cases, the mediating judges affirm a model of normative masculinity in which
men carry out little housework, cooking or emotional labour at home; put simply, this is
a gendered discursive regime which uses the notion of women'’s domestic responsibilities
and natural caring abilities to camouflage and excuse men’s domestic laziness. In another
case, the mediating judge aftirms a very clear-cut model of breadwinning masculinity:

[Wite]: He always comes home late drunk, saying he is engaged in lot of social
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affairs, not taking my feelings into consideration at all.

[Husband|]: I am really engaged in a lot of social aftairs. I have no choice.

[Mediating Judge]: [to the wife] You said he always came home late, right?

[W]: Yes.

[MJ]: He has got a lot of social aftairs, hasn’t he?

[W]: Maybe.

[MJ]: MAYBE? Who is the bread-earner in your family? It 1s HIM, RIGHT? He is
sacrificing his health and life to sustain the family, RIGHT? It is his fault to come back
home late, but then again, what he does is all for the family, so you should be considerate,
instead of being particular.

[W]:Isee. ... (CaseNo.1l) (Wang2013:82)

In this case, the judge deploys a normative model of breadwinner masculinity as
justification for the husband’s coming home late and drunk from his business socialising
activities, which is not seen as grounds for divorce because it is depicted as part of a
husband’s and father’s duties. ©

In the extracts, mediators cite threats of extreme violence from the husband if the
wife insists on divorce as good reason for the wife to drop the divorce action, as in the
following case:

[Mediating Judge]: (separately to the plaintift) Well, if I were you, I would not care
whether or not to get divorced, for you two do not live together. He says he will kill you if
you divorce him, and it seems he is serious. We cannot ensure your safety it we render a
divorce decision. 1o tell you the truth, it is rather easy for us to render a divorce judgment.
The reason why [ bother to talk you into reconciliation is all for your good.

[Wite]: I agree to reconcile. (Case No.37) (Wang 2013 §4)

Another case underlines this attitude:

[Mediating Judge]: . . . have you considered the safety of your child and yourself if
you persist in divorce? I cannot guarantee that he will not act on his words, for we have

encountered such tragedies before . . .

(D Men’s extensive N#li (business socialising) is notorious for creating marital discord. An article in
the popular family magazine ZKEA: 7548 R (Family life guide) reports huge numbers of infuriated wives fed
up with their husband’s constant yingchou-based absences (Zi, 2007). One disgruntled wife complained in
an online blog post that in the middle of the night her husband had still often not returned home, leaving her
sleepless, distressed, irascible and feeling more and more that their marriage was hopeless: ‘If I had known
earlier that men are like this, six years ago for sure I would not have agreed to marry him so lightly’ (7b/d., p.
36). After only three days, over ten thousand women had responded to the post, 90% of whom were married
women aged between 30 and 45, the vast majority expressing similar feelings of hurt, anger and despair.
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[Wite]: Well, I agree to reconcile. (Case No.38)

The mediating judges depict men’s violence as occasioned by their wife’s decision to
divorce; the responsibility for the potential occurrence of violence is thereby transferred
from the husband, the actual perpetrator of any violence, to the wife. As discussed above,
women are expected to develop the ability not to provoke their husband’s natural male
tendencies to violent behaviour. Women are deemed responsible for harmonious relations
in the family, so the mediators put the burden of handling the husband’s violence on the
wife’s shoulders. This perpetuates the long history requiring women to perform emotional
labour in the family, despite the emergence in recent years of the discursive figure of the
sensitive, caring husband and father, often associated with urban, white-collar, middle-
class men, as noted above.

What kinds of issues does mediation raise in terms of masculinities? The mediation
approach assumes that the batterer can be reasoned with, and that he can switch his
violence on and off at will. Batterers may or may not have this kind of self-image, but
in any case it is assumed that they too are most likely to support the principle of family
‘harmony’ and not to support divorce. But batterers want family unity on their own terms:
when they feel that their sense of identity (e.g. as family patriarch, decision-maker or other
such subject position) as the controlling authority in the family is threatened or insecure,
they take violent action to salvage and bolster the image of masculinity that they aspire to
embody in everyday life (Moore 1994: 148-54). Their sense of certainty in their masculine
identity is affirmed when a family unity, in which their dominance is respected, is achieved.
It is the framework of male dominance in social relations which produces the normative
models of masculinity that perpetrators of violence ‘overconform’ to in response to
perceived humiliations. But it is precisely this process, composed of the interplay between
the larger patriarchal context and individual masculine subjectivities and practices, that
mediation strategies run the risk of neglecting. Unless mediation strategies and educational
programmes make batterers and their partners aware of the connections between normative
models of masculinity and individual men’s sense of masculine identity, and the practices
they employ to maintain it, the ways in which violent relationships reflect gendered power
imbalances in society at large will not be addressed. This will result in significant risk of
further violence remaining in these relationships. Of course, the batterer himself must take
on board these understandings of masculine identity and behaviour formation for the risk
of violence to be reduced. Prioritising the harmonious family ideal may well reduce the
possibility of the batterer realising the integral part that notions of masculinities play in his

and other men’s violence.
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Conclusion

In this paper, I have looked at how ideas about masculinities are reflected and
constructed in discourses about domestic violence. It is evident that masculinities
reproduce and are reproduced in the gendered hierarchies of patriarchy. As I have discussed
above, Ko Ling Chan’s research has shown that the degree to which men subscribe to
patriarchal ideas influences the level of their violence. I have shown that the metropolitan
middle-class man is often viewed in distinction to rural men with low levels of education.
While domestic violence may be viewed as the natural province of the latter, urban
men—yparticularly the well-educated white-collar class—are viewed as too sophisticated to
engage in physical domestic violence, although they may engage in hidden, ‘psychological’
violence. A metropolitan man who beats his wife is viewed as mentally ill—an aberration.
Statistics belie this widespread view: highly educated professional men also perpetrate
physical domestic violence to a significant extent. Viewed in this way, men who commit
domestic violence are not mentally ill, but are ‘overconforming’ to normative forms of
masculinity. Men who adhere to the model of charismatic and potent masculinity that
Avron Boretz identified may choose to deploy aggressiveness and violence when they feel
they are being thwarted in their quest to embody that ideal.

Mainstream discourses, such as popular psychology, place the responsibility for
avoiding domestic violence onto women. Before or after marriage, women are expected
to have the skills to identify and prevent men from being violent. The effect of these
discursive depictions is to suggest that men are not the instigators of their own violence;
which absolves them from responsibility from it. Women are left to deal with their
partner’s violence by themselves: they are encouraged to reflect on their behaviour because
they are to blame if they incite their male partner’s violence by being too aggressive or
unthoughtful. Women are thereby still judged on their ability to produce harmonious
domestic relations, as has historically been the case. The chivalrous model of masculinity
that condemns men’s domestic violence is also problematic, since it reproduces gendered
expectations that men should be strong protectors and women should be passive and weak.

The case of Li Yang and Kim Lee has focussed attention on the inadequacies of the
law and the mediation processes that are strongly encouraged when domestic violence
occurs. The personal protection order awarded to Kim Lee has been heralded as a strong
intervention by the legal system in the ‘private’ realm of the family. While this step
is welcome, since such orders have been shown to be of great benefit worldwide, it is

important to remember that the legal system, including legislation and mediation, is
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not a neutral arbiter—it is produced within and reproduces the gendered hierarchies of
patriarchal society. Mediation processes are clearly gendered, but so is legislation; it is a
mistake, therefore, to view legislative reform as a panacea. Combating domestic violence
requires an understanding of how men’s conforming/overconforming to models of
masculinities lies at the heart of the production of men’s domestic violence. In other words,
to tackle domestic violence fundamentally, it is vital that masculinities research continues
to develop a deeper appreciation of individual men’s varying alignments with discursive

depictions of normative masculinities.
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The Rise of BDSM (Sub) culture and Its (Dis) contents: A

Literature Review

Ying-Chao Kao (Rutgers University)

Introduction

In the late 19" century, sociology emerged as a distinct discipline, and sexual
preferences organized around bondage, discipline, and sadomasochism, or BDSM,
emerged as a new subculture. Their coincident appearance was not due to chance alone;
rather, both were born from the same socio-historical context of secularized knowledge
and extreme social change, including the modernization of social life and the freedoms
and constraints that accompany urbanization. While some sociologists tried to understand
the kinds of social conditions that made people commit suicide, or why new urbanites
kept one another at a social distance and held blasé¢ attitudes toward one other, another
group of people, now known as sadomasochists or BDSMers, used their sexuality to
liberate themselves from the anxieties of ordinary life and to build up a new community.
Although sociology and BDSM evolved alongside one another, western sociologists gave
relatively little attention to sadomasochism or BDSM until the late 1970s (Weinberg 1978).
Before the sociological intervention, sexologists and their followers, psychoanalysts,
had dominated the production of knowledge about sadomasochism. Based on biased
samples and overzealous interpretations, their discourse framed sadomasochism as a
medical phenomenon, as a pathology which had infected the public. These researchers are
responsible for many contemporary misunderstandings about BDSM and the concomitant
discrimination that many of its practitioners face.

To reestablish the link between sociology and sadomasochism/BDSM studies,
this research shall adopt a sociological perspective of sexuality to re-conceptualize the
history of BDSM subculture and interdisciplinary BDSM studies. Instead of conceiving
of BDSM as a universal mental illness or as a fixed power dichotomy, I argue that BDSM
subculture—its desires, identities, and practices—should be understood as socially
constructed (Irvine 2003; Simon and Gagnon 1987; Stein 1989). This means that BDSM
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is the product of particular socio-historical contexts that are conducive to its emergence,
shape its membership, and cause it to variously flourish or founder. Applying social
constructionism to sexuality, this research seeks to explain how BDSM emerged as a
subculture. In addition, I seek to elucidate the link between sociological knowledge and
BDSM studies. How has the Western literature conceived of BDSM? What are the social
conditions that allow the BDSM subculture to thrive in a (post-)modern society? And, after
a century of debate, what about the BDSM subculture remains unknown, awaiting further
exploration?

As a critical review, this research proposes to provide a more comprehensive reading
of the BDSM subculture that refrains from moral judgments, shedding light on this
understudied area. Following this introduction, this paper contains two main sections. The
first section shows how scholarly studies of sadomasochism/BDSM and BDSM subculture
itself have been historically constructed and re-constructed. On the basis of existing
research, I would further argue that sociologists and other BDSM scholars can learn from
one another. The symbolic interactionist perspective from the sociological tradition may
help BDSM researchers to better understand how participants of the subculture maneuver
symbols to eroticize certain settings and scripts. In addition, sociology’s politico-economic
and cultural approaches can help to theorize the social circumstances that allow BDSM
subcultures to emerge. Sociologists more generally can learn from those who study BDSM
research. This subculture is not just another deviant case to study; BDSM research holds
the potential to open a unique new window through which to view modern society. I show
that sadomasochist relationships exist wherever there is capitalism or patriarchy, two
social structures which numerous sociologists are eager to unpack. To reveal the social
origins of the BDSM subculture is also to expose the unconscious domination—submission
relationships that permeate modern societies, to illuminate inequalities based on gender
and sexual orientation and forms of aggression that are viewed as socially appropriate.

In the final section of this paper, I highlight two debates about BDSM, pathologization
and erotic domination, along with two suggestions for further research. I show why early
thinkers categorized consensual BDSM as an illness, whereas contemporary advocates
seek to remove it from diagnostic manuals. Whereas feminist psychoanalytic arguments
reify sadomasochistic actors as inhabiting fixed, polarized power positions, I employ
recently published empirical research to show the limitations and epistemological
distortions that characterize this Freudian methodology. Toward that end, I show that
much is still unknown about the BDSM subculture, especially how race, class, and gender
intersect within it. Finally, I note that non-Euro-American BDSM subcultures provide

other contexts to explore, each with their own norms of appropriate conduct.
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The Rise of Bdsm Subculture

Defining BDSM

Before describing the socio-historical contexts that led to the rise of BDSM
subculture, I have to clarify the terminology in question. In medical manuals, the term
“sadism/masochism” (Krafft-Ebing 1886) is commonly used to refer to the sexual desire
for giving or receiving pain, which may involve pain, bondage, and humiliation (WHO-ICD
10). Some researchers lump the two terms together as “sadomasochism,” which implies
either that the two roles are interchangeable or that masochism is the extension of sadism
(Freud [1905] 1977; Sisson 2007:13). In the past four decades, several acronyms—S&M,
S/M, or just SM—have been widely applied to sadomasochist behaviors and subcultures,
including gay leathersex and fetishism (SAMOIS 1981; Weinberg 1995); a longer
acronym, BDSM, has gained popularity in contemporary writing (Langdridge and Barker
2007:7).

[ use “BDSM?” to refer to a complex of sexual desires, identities, and conducts that
are related to bondage/discipline, dominance/submission, and sadism/masochism. I further
limit my definition to those practitioners who imitate or create unequal power scripts to
generate sexual arousal on a safe, sane, and mutually consensual basis. The following five
comments may help to unpack the nuances in this definition of BDSM.

First, this definition, which includes repertoires of freedom and constraint (bondage/
discipline) and erotic power exchange (dominance/submission), is broader than sadism/
masochism (Langdridge and Barker 2007:7). Three pairs of extremely polarized
relationships—B/d, D/s and S/m—identify the ways in which practitioners use arbitrarily
assigned power positions to creatively set up sexual scenes and select their own roles to
enact.

Expanding the definition of BDSM leads to my second point: BDSM is about the
exchange of power (shifting roles or allowing the other to take charge of oneself) between
the dominating to the dominated, which does not necessarily entail pain (Weinberg
2006:33). It is true that for some sadomasochists, offering or receiving pain is at the core
of their sexual activities and the way to create pleasure; however, the non-painful pleasure
is also at the heart of many BDSM activities, including oral humiliation, role-playing,
symbolic obedience (e.g., boot-licking, sock-smelling, servant work), and constraint
(e.g., bondage, mummy-wrap, blindfolding, mouth gag). To the non-painful pleasure
lovers, introducing pain can dispel fantasies and destroy carefully constructed scenes. In

fact, research on BDSM that focuses on pain is an artifact of the misleading findings of
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sexologists in the late 19" and early 20" centuries.

In his famous book Psychopathia Sexualis, sexologist Richard von Krafft-Ebing
([1886] 1999) adopted the term “sadism” from French Literature, which coined the term
after the “notorious Marquis de Sade, whose obscene novels treat of lust and cruelty”
(657). Later Krafft-Ebing introduced “masochism” based on the name of writer Leopold
von Sacher Masoch, whose novels describe the eroticization of pain, humiliation, and
submission (Weinberg 2006, Sacher-Masoch [1870] 2000). Krafft-Ebing’s own definition
of sadism is “the experience of sexually pleasurable sensations (including orgasm) that
is produced by acts of cruelty and bodily punishment, either self-inflicted or witnessed
in others, whether animals or human beings. It may also consist of an innate desire to
humiliate, hurt, wound, or even destroy others in order to create sexual pleasure in oneself”
(Krafft-Ebing [1886] 1999:79). Although he admitted that some teasing (e.g., striking,
biting, and pinching), wrestling, and horseplay between lovers and young married couples
are normal, healthy forms of sexual conduct, the cases he presented disproportionately
reflect extremely cruel, inhumane, and horrible tragedies, such as the defilement of
women (exhibitionism), violence, lustful murders, the mutilation of corpses (necrophilia),
and sadism with children and animals. These truly unacceptable cases deviate from the
recreational activities that take place within contemporary BDSM culture (see my fifth
comment).

On the other hand, Krafft-Ebing defined masochism as “the opposite of sadism.”
While sadism is “the desire to cause pain and use force,” masochism is “the wish to suffer
pain and be subjected to force” (Krafft-Ebing [1886] 1999:119). As I have shown, he
uses extreme cases as examples, overemphasizing the role of pain and physical force in
BDSM, ignoring cases where negotiation and consensus occur before scenes and where
participants exhibit mutual caring after acting out scenes. The mistake of stereotyping
BDSM as a painful sexual activity was amplified in Freud’s ([1905] 1948, 1977) Three
Essays on Sexuality (or sometimes titled 7hree Contributions to the Theory of Sex). In this
book, the dynamic pair of sadism and masochism was simplified as “the desire to inflict
pain upon the sexual object, and its reverse” (Freud [1905] 1977:23). His work planted
the seed for feminist psychoanalysts to develop an anti-BDSM discourse (as discussed in
section 1V).

Third, in contrast to Krafft-Ebing’s and Freud’s definitions of sadomasochism, my
way of defining BDSM acknowledges that many contemporary practitioners follow three
principles quite strictly: safety, sanity, and consensus. Encounters which are not safe, sane,
and consensual are not referred to as BDSM; instead, they constitute sexual abuse. In this

way, contemporary BDSM excludes the horrible practices delineated by Krafft-Ebing.
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Thus, fourth, I do not assume that consensual BDSM is a pathological perversion;
nor is it a mental disorder that requires treatment. Rather, BDSM activities and subculture
emerge from certain socio-historical conditions, influence social life, and interact with the
broader society within certain limitations that the society constructs and imposes upon the
subculture (as we will see later). The sociological views of BDSM that I have incorporated
into my definition expand the range of BDSM sexuality from drive-based pathologies to
include social identities and practices (Stein 1989). By viewing desires, identities, and
practices as a complex, I shed light on the wide variety of BDSM dyads: top/bottom, Dom/
sub, master/slave, owner/pet, user/furniture, etc. The fact that practitioners creatively
appropriate existing symbols or invent new ones to identify themselves according to
shifting relationships falsifies the view that identity in sadomasochistic subcultures is
fixed as early sexologists suggested. A sociological approach can be used to explore the
dynamics in which social actors create signs and symbols to enact particular identities
and relationships, and, in turn, to show how their actions are limited by previous meaning
structures.

In addition, my definition uses conduct instead of behavior, a distinction deriving
from Ernest W. Burgess and Simon and Gagnon to emphasize that BDSM practices are
confined by norms and standards that are “prescribed or evaluated by the group” (cited in
Irvine 2003:489). To understand BDSM practices as sexual conduct is to recognize that the
power exchange does not necessarily imply promiscuity out of control. Rather, the scripted
discipline, erotic bondage, and performed torture that characterize BDSM are governed by
rules that the subculture itself produces, enforces, and amends. The three principles—safe,
sane, and consensual—along with safe words (the codes that players together set up in
attempt to interrupt the scenes when physical limitation is reached) and peer pressure,
are the social control within the subculture, while criminal law and moral values operate
exogenously.

Finally, sexual script theory is embedded in my definition of BDSM (Simon and
Gagnon 1987, 2003; Irvine 2003). To introduce sexual script theory to BDSM studies
means that it is necessary to broadly consider the three levels of scripts—cultural scenarios
(normativity), inter-personal, and intra-psychic—that exert influence upon actors in the
subculture, and, conversely, which the actors can influence. Given that scripts are at the
core of BDSM studies, the theory inspires researchers to explore both the sexual fantasies
of BDSMers (intra-psychic level) and the ways in which practitioners put their ideas into
practice by using or creating tools, clothing, techniques, equipment, and language to enact
sexual scripts (inter-personal level). In addition, the level of cultural scenarios highlights

the various exogenous sources of moral judgment that are exerted on BDSMers—for
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example, that sadomasochism is “bad sex” in the sexual hierarchy (Rubin [1993] 2011),
a judgment that has gained the support of judicial systems that are antagonistic toward
BDSM subcultures (Weinberg 2006; Sisson 2007).

In sum, I view BDSM subculture and its practitioners as socially constructed, and I
argue that any interpretations of BDSM should be made on an empirically situated basis,
taking into account its specific socio-historical context. To better understand such contexts,

we must explore the historical emergence of BDSM subcultures in Western society.

Historicizing BDSM subculture

In order to understand how the BDSM subculture has burgeoned, developed,
and evolved, we must situate it historically. Although history falsifies the sexologists’
perspective that sadomasochistic behaviors are fixed and universal, this does not mean
that the subculture is a united and homogenous entity that has changed /n fofo over time.
Instead, the historical facts of BDSM are partial, scattered, fluid, and contingent. Any
particular way of organizing the history of the subculture may be arbitrary, with many
stories remaining hidden, left behind, or silenced. But this should not thwart attempts to
reconstruct the subculture’s history, for such efforts may still be able to tell previously
oppressed stories and to challenge and reorganize the hegemony of mainstream historical
accounts.

Sisson (2007) argues that BDSM subculture has gone through five stages: the stage
of sexual contacts (1600s—1900s), sexual networks (1900s—1970s), sexual communities
(1970s—1980s), sexual movement (1980s—1990s), and sexual culture (2000 to present).
According to the earliest records she could find, Sisson suggests that sadomasochist
behaviors have a long history in Western society, dating as far back as the 17" century.
By the 18" century, Ellis notes that whipping was a “well-known ... sexual stimulant”
in England (Ellis 1905:13; Sisson 2007:13). In the 19" century, many social conditions
facilitated sexual encounters between BDSM practitioners. Early industrialization
provided a script of “dramatized power relations” to the practitioners, while urbanization
brought about anonymity and privacy. Furthermore, the secularization of daily life, plus
“consumerism, the rise of the middle class and increased leisure time” (Sisson 2007:14)
all contribute to foster the rise of BDSM subculture through organizing new concepts of
individual sexual subjectivity. These conditions set up a rough picture of the typical BDSM
practitioner before the 20" century as belonging to the middle or upper class and leading

an urban life with privacy, and with extra money and time. (And, though Sisson doesn’t
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mention it, they must have been predominantly white.) In addition, it is noteworthy that
in this stage of contact, which predated the publication of Krafft-Ebing’s Psychopathia
Sexualis, people didn’t frame BDSM-ish behaviors as sick or sinful, but as a medical
curiosity (Sisson 2007:14).

Secondly, in the stage of networks, contact between aficionados was fostered through
privatization, novel materials, and new media. From the 1900s to the 1920s, the locus of
BDSM behaviors transferred from semi-public brothels to parties at private residences.
Practitioners’ fetishism also shifted from soft media (e.g., fur, satin, velvet, and silk) to
hard media (e.g., leather and metal). The high expenditure of BDSM products reflects
how much class issues mattered to the appropriation of BDSM practices. Simultaneously,
numerous erotic films were produced, marking what Sisson calls the growth of the “S/M
family tree” (Sisson 2007:15-18).

Nevertheless, what Sisson misses in her historical review for this stage is the
contribution of Kinsey and his colleagues, who not only began the sexual revolution within
the United States, but also started a social turn in BDSM studies. In his classic article
“Fetishism and Sadomasochism,” Paul Gebhard (1969), anthropologist and the second
director of Kinsey’s Institute of Sex Research, revealed the prevalence of people who
are aroused by stories that include BDSM. According to data from the institute, he noted
that one in eight females and one in five males recognize that they are aroused by BDSM
stimuli. In contrast to Kinsey, Gebhard used social/anthropological concepts to argue that
BDSM sexuality is a social phenomenon. He emphasized the symbolic nature of BDSM,
the interaction between polarized power positions, and the contexts in which it occurred.
Moreover, he may be one of the early scholars who theorized BDSM activity as “scripted
behavior” (Weinberg 1995:20), echoing the theory of scripted sexual behavior articulated
by his contemporaries and colleagues (Simon and Gagnon 1969).

The third stage of BDSM subculture’s history is characterized by the prominence of
communities. Two organizations—The Eulenspiegel Society (TES), formed in New York
in 1971, and the Society of Janus (SOJ), which was founded in San Francisco in 1974—
established codes of conduct and guidelines for their members’ and initiates’ BDSM
interactions (e.g., the three principles, safe words). They provided orientation sessions for
novices and educational programs on safety and techniques for recurring members (H. and
Society of Janus 1999; Sisson 2007:19). To balance the largely male membership, they also
developed outreach programs to recruit more women members. Surprisingly, however, the
organizations were pansexual, with gay and straight BDSMers often interact in the scenes
alongside one another. Having already experienced “coming-out” (admitting one’s own

hidden sexual orientation to others) once before, gay BDSMers were usually more open
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about their desire to engage in BDSM than their heterosexual counterparts. The unequally
distributed BDSM pride and openness may also be witnessed by the high available and
accessible gay leather/BDSM bars in metropolitan areas; on the contrary, the locations of
heterosexual BDSM were more often kept secret.

However, beginning in the 1980s, harmonious coexistence faced the fierce challenge
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Due to ignorance and fear of the disease, gay men experienced
an increasing unfriendly climate at pansexual BDSM events and were pushed away from
the organizations and back into the leather community. However, the BDSM movement
followed a similar path to that of the gay liberation movement. Sisson (2007) highlights
two themes in this stage: cultural visibility and media presence and technological change.
For example, in some cities, local and international parties (e.g., the annual Folsom
Street Fair) received high visibility and became top tourism events. BDSMers used local
economic benefits from these events to justify their legitimacy at the sexual margins.
To build up collective identities also matters to the stage of community. For example,
the leather flag—a symbol with eight horizontal alternating black and royal blue stripes,
separated by a white stripe at the middle, with a oblique big red heart at the left top—was
designed by Tony Deblase and presented at the 1989 International Mister Leather event in
Chicago (Leather Archives and Museum n.d.).

In the social movement stage of development, the BDSM community made further
progress in establishing formal institutions. The founding of the Leather Archives and
Museum in Chicago and the BDSM-friendly exhibit in the Museum of Sex in New York
City became two continuously public and highly accessible locations for educating the
public about the BDSM subculture, communicating with communities, and debunking
myths about its practitioners. In addition, the National Coalition for Sexual Freedom
(NCSF)—a non-government organization advocating for the rights of BDSMers and other
sexual minority groups—was formed in 1997. It was committed to “creating a political,
legal and social environment in the US that advances equal rights for consenting adults
who engage in alternative sexual and relationship expressions” (NCSF website). From its
report (/ncident response overviews 2002-2010, NCSF), the society learned that BDSM
practitioners faced issues of violence and discrimination. Their sexual preference put their
social status at risk; they risked losing their jobs and even the custody of their children.

Lastly, Sisson (2007:25-27) argues that we currently live in the stage of a fully formed
BDSM sexual culture. She outlines six functions of BDSM subculture:

(1) Demarcating boundaries: Safe spaces were created inside the BDSM subculture
for support groups, play parties, conventions, and S/M-oriented public events, along with

available S/M-friendly businesses, therapists, publications, and artwork.
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(2) Providing an origin narrative: Written and oral histories of BDSM subculture
construct the origins of BDSM lifestyle.

(3) Establishing codes of behavior: BDSM practitioners’ conduct was regulated by
principles (safe, sane, consensual), the use of “safe words” and a mechanism for “aftercare”
(the treatment after the scenes).

(4) Creating a system of shared meanings: Sexual scripts (including identities,
symbols, and roles) are “culturally produced, learned and reinforced by participation in the
S&M subculture” (Weinberg 1987; Sisson 2007:26).

(5) Providing a means of social reproduction: Beginners were socialized into the
subculture through orientation sessions and mentoring programs. Simultaneously, older
generations passed down subculture histories, codes of conduct, and structures of meaning
to the following generations.

(6) Generating sexual identity: Based on previous historical production, with
the proliferation of narratives, social interactions, educational processes, established
boundaries and culturally specific vocabularies, members in BDSM subculture have
generated the sexual identities of BDSMers, attaching them with the subculture. However,
the practitioners may hold BDSM as “flexible, multiple, discontinued identities” (Chaline
2010).

Currently, BDSM is not only an emerging sexual subculture, but in many ways it is
also a mainstream, commercialized, and highly iconized culture. Fans of popular culture
may notice that since the 1980s BDSM became more prominent in multiple media,
including bestseller fiction (e.g., Fifly Shades of Grey), films (e.g., Secretary, Blue Velvet,
Exit to Eden), pop artists’ music videos (e.g., Rihanna’s “S&M,” Christina Aguilera’s
“Not Myself Tonight,” and Madonna’s “Justify My Love” and “Erotica”), musicals (e.g.,
Jonathan Larson’s Rent), and countless advertisements (from Calvin Klein to Hiagen-
Dazs) (Langdridge 2011:374-375; Seidman [2003] 2010:177; Sisson 2007:21). The list
could go on.

However, in his analysis of the film Secretary, Weiss cautions that modern
representations of BDSM subculture are employing two risky mechanisms: acceptance via
normalization and understanding via pathologizing (Weiss 2006:103). Both mechanisms
prevent the existing sexual hierarchy from being challenged, securing the boundaries
between “protected/privileged and policed/pathological sexualities.” He suggests
that activists should lead the public to encounter “authentic, undisciplined, and non-
commodified representations” of BDSM subculture (Weiss 2006:104).

To sum up, in this section I have argued against psychoanalysts’ and sexologists’

understandings of the BDSM subculture, which reify the caricatures constructed by
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early sexologists. Instead, I emphasize sociological perspectives on the subculture. The
BDSM subculture should be examined in the specific historical and societal contexts that
produce individual and collective identities, practices, and desires. We have seen how the
subculture emerged from the modernized and urbanized society, accumulated multiple
cultural functions, and evolved into a part of mainstream culture. The BDSM subculture
is not merely a subculture, but also a trendy, popular lifestyle which has evolved to fit
modern, industrialized, highly complex social life. It is so pervasive that sociologists who
study changes in dominant culture, societal attitudes, and global (sexual) politics can no
longer ignore it. The following section will provide a more detailed explanation of what

sociologists and BDSM researchers can learn from one another.

BDSM Studies and Sociology Desire Each Other

Sociology has contributed a great deal to the understanding the sex, gender, and
sexuality. Feminist and queer sociologists (or sociologists of sexuality) also continuously
advocate for incorporating interdisciplinary knowledge from women’s and gender studies
and LGBT and queer studies into sociology (Stacey and Thorne 1985; Stein and Plummer
1994). In this paper, I am not sufficiently ambitious to argue that BDSM studies holds
great potential for igniting a “kinky revolution” in sociology, but I am arguing that BDSM
studies desires sociological theories to unpack its scripted symbolic meanings and analyze
the social interactions and the social functions of the subculture. Conversely, sociology
also desires BDSM studies to shed light on the social conditions that make BDSM
subculture possible. To scrutinize the social foundations of BDSM subculture is to reveal
hidden power structures in and via sexual hierarchies, and unconscious encouragements
of aggression. Also, sociologists of stratification may be interested in how the BDSM
subculture struggles within the sexual hierarchy and how the normalization of (some)
BDSM practices create new hierarchies that place BDSM over other, more marginalized
sexualities.

Sociology is desired by BDSM studies

In challenging the assumption that sadomasochism is a universally pathological,
perverse, biologically-determined form of sexuality, social/sociological perspectives have
already made long-term contributions to both BDSM studies and sociological theories.
Anthropologist Paul H. Gebhard (1969) insightfully points out that dominant—submissive
relationships are embedded within our culture. Aggression, for example, is normative,

especially for men.
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The incorporation of script theory into BDSM studies heralded in an era of social
constructionist approaches to studying BDSM subcultures. For example, Rubin’s
(1994, 1997) ethnography of leathermen and the lesbian feminist group SAMOIS’
(1981) Coming to Power exemplified the discursive techniques that characterize social
constructionist perspectives on sexuality. On the one hand, their stance deviated from that
of contemporary sexologists and psychiatrists who still hold negative attitudes toward
BDSM practitioners whom they assume need treatment (Novick and Novick, 1996; see
advocacy for depathologization of BDSM in Moser and Madeson 1996; Kleinplatz and
Moser, eds. 2006). On the other hand, their social constructionist position sets them apart
from the radical (sex-negative) feminists, whose methodology often excessively relies
on content analysis, ignores subjective experiences, and thus imposes the researchers’
interpretations onto their subjects (Linden, Pagano, Russell, and Star 1983; MacKinnon,
1987). Instead, in the past two decades many researchers have called for refraining from
moral judgments which are “often contaminating the work of earlier scholars” (Weinberg
1995:23), and delving into the subculture to look for interactions between individuals and
larger subcultural contexts.

Moreover, the analytic frame of three levels of sexual script (cultural scenarios,
inter-personal, and intrapsychic) shows its strength to contemporary BDSM studies. At
the intra-psychic level, these studies explore the sexual fantasies of BDSM practitioners
and how gender impacts in their interactions (Yost 2007). Other research details seven
scripts for how gay men convert their sadomasochist fantasies into interactional practices
(Chaline 2007). The research which focuses on from the interpsychic level also considers
the trajectory of sadomasochist identity formation as a “leather career” in various patterns
(Kamel 1995; Kamel and Weinberg 1995).

At the inter-personal level, Weinberg ([1978] 1995), influenced by Goffman’s
dramaturgy, argues that S&M practitioners intersubjectively “key” (transcribe) violent
fighting into sexual power plays, and find ways to define, apply, transform, and limit those
keys (1995:128, 134). As a sociologist who has studied sadomasochism for three decades
(Weinberg 1978, 1980, 1984, 1987, 1994, 1995, 2005), Weinberg points out that since
many sadomasochist relationships involve dyads and triads, studying S&M can broaden
our understanding of small-group behavior. For example, how do people reach agreements
regarding boundaries? How do they constrain one another’s behavior while maintaining
their safety? When norms are violated, what do they do? And how are individuals
and small groups connected to the larger society (Weinberg 1995:22-23)? By asking
questions such as these, Weinberg successfully links the study of BDSM subculture to the

sociological traditions of symbolic interactionism and phenomenology, and also views

170 .



BMESEERR S5 (Y =S5
sSSP EE
TS IEXE(TE) & r"_' 'i"“m

it through the lenses of network analysis and organizational studies. In this way, he also
makes BDSM research beneficial to sociology.

Sociology also desires BDSM research

BDSM subculture is not only a sexually “deviant” group in which some kinky
people play within their small circle and ask for sexual rights. Rather, it is an emerging
lifestyle which has evolved to fit modern, industrialized, and highly complex social life.
Scrutinizing the social conditions that support the birth and growth of BDSM subculture (or
even culture) is a way to further our understanding of modern and postmodern societies.

Baumeister (1988) claims that masochist interactions allow people to escape from
the growing anxie