
147

2006 6
Taiwan: A Radical Quarterly in Social Studies
No. 62, June 2006.

Multiculturalism: Rhetoric, Politics and Conceptualization

by
Kang Chao

Keywords: multiculture, difference, equality, rhetoric, nation-state multicultural-
ism, global multiculturalism, contemporary capitalism

2005

2005 11 18 2006 3 27
Received: November 18, 2005; in revised form: March 27, 2006.

email: kchao@thu.edu.tw



Abstract

“Multiculturalism” in contemporary Taiwan is essentially a rhetoric celebrat-
ing formal diversity and paradoxically an ideological agenda for nation-building.
Vital issues such as social equality, inclusive citizenship and radical individuality
are silenced amidst the cacophony of multiculturalism. Under the cover of
rhetorical reasonableness, multiculturalism in Taiwan is secretly against the cul-
tural diversity as such by taking the latter as means to the final end of national
unity. Multiculturalism is paradoxically monoculturalism. As a theoretical forma-
tion, multiculturalism is surprisingly numb in reflecting upon its relation to the
idea of empire, the neo-liberal globalization and an idea of radical particularity.
The paper attempts to offer an immanent critique to the idea of multiculturalism
by pointing out its aporia and potentiality, and argues that only through a radi-
cal rethinking of three meta-dimensions of multiculturalism, i.e., time, space and
subjectivity, can the idea of multiculturalism be rescued from its rhetorical
excess.
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