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An Analysis of the Narrative Strategy in
Zhuang Zi as the Origin of Chinese Fiction

NG Yean Leng (Lecturer, Chinese Studies Department, New Era College)

Abstract

Peculiar narrative modes are an important aspect entitling special artistic enchantment
to the fables in Zhuangzi. The fable written by Zhuangzi is characterized with the style of
expressing his own ideas through some fictitious characters, which are to some extent, similar
to modern fiction. Mainly by the conscious and artistic technique of fiction, Zhuangzi created
a lot of fables with weird and interesting language, lifelike characters and fantastic plots,
which can well be considered the origin of Chinese fiction. Zhuangzi’s fables are plays written
in the form of essays in deliberate contrast with the genre of history in the essay. His rich
narrative imagination is an important complement to the poetic imagination of the dominant
lyric tradition. Zhuangzi made a great contribution to the formation of the national tradition

and the aesthetic characteristics of ancient Chinese novels.
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