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A Preliminary Study of Factional Politics
in MCA (2000-2003)

PHOON Weng Keong (Researcher, Malaysian Centre for Ethnic Studies, New Era
College)

Abstract

Party factions are a common occurrence in contemporary political parties. Their
formation, competition and impact has been considered an important area of political
science studies. The Malaysia Chinese Association (MCA), a member party in the rul-
ing coalition, its party factional competition has attracted the attention of the media,
accumulated much comment and reports, but this has been poorly developed as an issue
in the literature on Malaysian Chinese political studies. This article uses the theory of
party factional politics as an analytical frame, and attempts a preliminary study of the
MCA party factional competition from 2000 to 2003. The findings indicate that under
the hegemony of UMNO, the dominant party of the National Front, MCA realised less
autonomy in the face of the intra-party factional competition.

Keywords: faction, faction competition, MCA, Chinese politics
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