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Linkages of the Nanyang People: On Li
Tianbao and Zhang Ailing

LIM Choon Bee (Senior Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages, Universiti Putra
Malaysia)

Abstract

This article probes the relationship between Chinese Malaysian writer Li Tian-
bao and modern Chinese writer Zhang Ailing. Through the comparison of the works
by both of them, this article points out that Zhang’s influence over Li mainly reflected
a creation of “an old world” in the latter’s works of fiction. However, due to his over
indulgence in the language and rhetoric style of Zhang Ailing, Li Tianbao is caught
in a predicament in which the old world he created appears to be an illusory land of

neither the old Shanghai nor the old Nanyang.
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