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Legal security of tenure, Tenure takes
a variety of forms, including rental
(public and private) accommodation,
cooperative housing, lease,
owner-occupation, emergency
housing and informal settlements,
including occupation of land or
property. Notwithstanding the type of
tenure, all persons should possess a
degree of security of tenure which
guarantees legal protection against
forced eviction, harassment and other
threats. States parties should
consequently take immediate
measures aimed at conferring legal
security of tenure upon those persons
and households currently lacking
such protection, 1n genuine
consultation with affected persons
and groups;
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In this regard, the Committee
considers that instances of forced
eviction are prima facie incompatible
with the requirements of the
Covenant and can only be justified in
the most exceptional circumstances,
and 1n accordance with the relevant
principles of international law.
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Evictions should not result in
individuals being rendered homeless
or vulnerable to the violation of other
human rights. Where those affected
are unable to provide for themselves,
the State party must take all
appropriate measures, to the
maximum of its available resources,
to ensure that adequate alternative
housing, resettlement or access to
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productive land, as the case may be,
1s available.
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In essence, the obligations of States
parties to the Covenant 1n relation to
forced evictions are based on article
11.1, read 1n conjunction with other
relevant provisions. In particular,
article 2.1 obliges States touse  “all
appropriate means  to promote the
right to adequate housing. However,
1n view of the nature of the practice
of forced evictions, the reference in
article 2.1 to progressive achievement
based on the availability of resources
will rarely be relevant.
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The State itself must refrain from
forced evictions and ensure that the
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