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Abstract
The study focuses on “student-laborers” who are college-students and
employees at the same time. Student-labor is a typical position that is hard to
distinguish between the “laborer” and the “student” identity. The
consciousness of learning as a student will be eroded by the identity of laborer.
Therefore, the aim of this thesis is to analyze how this “student identity” of
college interns has been created and strengthened through the mechanism.

Three approaches have been used to access my research, which are “state

LE 11

apparatus”, “public opinion from media” and “the labor field of the interns”.

To understand how state apparatus functions, | analyzed the term “intern” and
its position in the national legislation, as well as the official documents from
labor and education departments and their response to the relevant news
incidents. | found that interns are excluded from the category of laborers. They
are more likely to be identified as trainee students instead of laborers. The
department of labor shirked its duty of management and the educational
department shifted its responsibility of education to the corporations. The
intern program has become the means of the job training and losed the
purpose of education.

Based on the public opinion from media, | have come up with the following
general conclusions for internship from their points of view. The public opinion
from media believes that "internship can solve any problem”, “internship will
provides you sufficient experience”, and “internship can give you a better
future”. This dissertation is to criticize and deconstruct these points of view
from traditional enterprise oriented logic. The goal of traditional enterprise
oriented logic for internship is to create an image of “labors that are always
pursuing learning for be a labor”. However, the excessive opening of internship
will compress the total amount of full time employee. Eventually, turning the

image of “labors that are always pursuing learning” into a brutal fact.

As for labor field of the interns, | explain that no matter how dense the labors
of intern are, internship is a form of education. By this kind of "educational”
system, students are convinced, and even deceived to believe the claim, “The
labors of intern are just only learning.” Consequently, even on the factual level,
the students exactly did contribute labor to the organization, on the conceptual
level, the students still consider their labor as "learning,” and meanwhile



positively engaging in internship work. Although interns occasionally show
their consciousness of resistance, they are still incapable of escaping from the
educational system, as well as rejecting the recognition of "learning by doing,"
which is a deeply-rooted concept in their mind. Therefore, interns are created
as a labor who “consider working as learning.”

Therefore, under the imperative construction of state apparatus, the public
opinion overblown by the media, and the labor field of the interns, the
“Student-Labor”, a new type of labor is created within the contemporary
capitalist society.

Finally, | suggested that ,in order to break the dilemma, we should re-define
the interns as laborers. In the same time, the “labor education” should be
promoted in our education system. Thus, the interns are no longer the “perfect
student-laborer” to the employers. They will become, on one hand, the
students with the sense of labor, on the other hand, the laborers who have
class consciousness.

key words :
Student-laborer ~ intern ~ internship ~ student identity
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