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Abstract

On the whole, the Chinese-medium primary schools of Malaysia have been de-
creasing in numbers ever since Independence in 1957. Due to political reasons, the
development of these schools has been restricted, and the number of Chinese primary
schools has been reduced although student enrolment has been increasing year by year.
Politics has infiltrated into the government’s town and country planning system and has
affected the content and process of school planning. Consequently, the government has
not institutionalised a system of building new Chinese primary schools with building
fund and school land allocated by the government based on the demand of local residents.
This has led to the shortage of Chinese primary schools since none of these schools are
provided in new towns or areas with high density of Chinese population. The problems
have long been unsolved leading to complaints and dissatisfaction among the people

over the difficulty in enrolling their children in Chinese primary schools.

This paper attempts to discuss school planning from the perspectives of town and
country planning, as well as political influences on community school planning. It will
then apply the community school principles to analyse the issue of the closure of the
SJKC Damansara Chinese primary school, located in Petaling Jaya, Selangor. The
analysis helps us to further understand the importance of the Save Our School move-
ment and the striving for an institutionalised system of building new Chinese primary
schools. Lastly, this paper attempts to explore the idea of a community school system
comprising of schools with different media of instruction, so as to reflect the character-
istics of a Malaysian multi-ethnic society while satisfying the needs and safeguarding

the basic rights and interests of the people. It then suggests some issues to be further
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explored in future.
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