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ENDING YERR SIX

Wich this month’s issoe, Street & Smith end the sixth year of their manage-

b~ ment of Astounding. With next month’s issue, we begin the seventh year. It is

with conssderable pride that we point out that Astounding has now been the leader

" i its Hedd for five full years, since it, as a Street & Smith magazine, first hit its full
i stride. Further, it pow standy as the soence-fiction niagarine longest under the
§  &rectorship of the house now publishing it.

The past year has scen improvements, as | promised twelve months ago, that
2 would. In the twelve months that are to come, more changes will, incvitably, be
made. It is impossible for 3 magazine in this Held to retain its position by standing
still ; as the Queen told Abce in Wonderland, “In this country, you Bave to run as

~ kard 33 you can to stand sulll”

‘+ iswe. H. L. Gold—Jchn Berryman—A. E, van Vogt—and, I'm willing to predict,
Den Evans, appeanng for the first time in the scence-fiction Held in thas issve.,

It 1n't the stones of these new men alone that are mmportant ; with each,

— --!.'l:_:r,f"" !1# “-HFE? .1'! e ol -.?:—F_‘.!.-F. B = - _‘_“,r ::-:
£ i

Astounding continoes to Jead because it advances a bet faster. In the last

‘nﬂwmbﬂhwmm:mdmm s0 have others. But

ah:hpcum;tdthucmmhon-thnmﬁudhwmmﬂdy

o maquestioned top-rank names. In Astounding, a story appeaning over a hitherto
e=known pame s more apt than not to be one of the outstanding stones of the

myection of a fresh, strongly developed and strongly presented viewpomt, which
these new authors represent, the old famambars, with thar wider expenence n the

$cid to draw on, see new and advantageous methods of presentation they can add

to their own material. It isn't alone—or even hargely—the great idea that makes

3 great story; it's the foroeful presentation of that thought that ‘makes it hve for

the reader, and that depends on methods of presentation, skill in handbing of material,
tlthbgnl.throrpmmmdthtmnl .

In thas year, too, Astcunding and Astounding’s background gave nsc to
Uzslzoun; not merely another sciemce-fiction magarine, but an offshoot of the

mmmﬁﬂ.hn@gatypcdﬂunl&ﬂmmdnmﬂ from that
mrmgm iﬂu@tﬂ)ﬂmm‘m&m{m@mﬂdmm

[n(}uyur.wrsntmmtdulnwgnmdmpopuhmynlhqpndh

qmbity and interest. Inademtally, I feel that our current “The Other Sade of
Astronomy”™ is one of the most thoroughly interesting and amusing artickes cn

astronomers that has appeared anywherea Willy Ley's article on electnc batteries

of two thousand mnapmmdmmtrﬂantﬁlxmﬁgm: 1
suepect that astronomy articke may be also.

Pertaps the most visible changes in the past year have been in the arntwork.
New anists have been introduced, put on trial before the readers, and a selecticn

-

. P it' & .P".



- Muost Balance,” uﬂﬂmmlﬁuummxmhmhh;

coming up. Like most prophets, we mussed a few, too.

Seith’s great work, “Gray Lensman ™ “enmmdnmdﬁnmaﬂryd,
thu'thgu'smthcm hhmmhuhcnnﬂﬂnl.ndﬂm

| m:wuwwmm&chm-&tddthﬁf'
year! the next astromoamcal cover, showmg Uranus, will come sooa. “’hlr'
muﬂmmnmmmmymdthcmu 4

Ammdingsﬁtﬂ.m is not review but forecast; lhcm:-‘rlhr
Ihnlheput. We had some ball's-cyes in the last year—atomic power possibilitics

L

Bu}rnumhmm:hum:nmm&mu'h—
the meore thoroughly Man and Scence tame Nature, the more influoence oa ecaviroa-
nm;chﬂnghsadlhhu\mmdnmmhmm
m general become. You can't accurately fdrecast the cotton crop of 1940, becamse
a drought can rza it, and cannot be predicted. Bat the production of ayea m
lmnmmawﬂdm:mmwh
state of the weather, , .

vﬂ
3

Emm*ymmuthum*nwmsb-h;'
malany themselves felt, and can be worked into the scheme of things gradoally
when they develop. It will be not less than a full decade before a full-size, practical
mhmﬁfwumdtmvymam That s the hy that caution and sound
cogincering will require. That is the mﬁﬁylh'kldth:'f*.
Chpper.

Bk i i, s e s Gmlinde: yronr”

We begin the seventh year of Street & Samth's Astounding next month wiwth
a defiote augury for the comng year, [ feel.  Dr. E, E. Seith’s “Gray Lenssman™
begans n that isswe. To anyone who has read Dr. Sauth's work, #t is unnecessary
to explam the mmportance of that ; to those who have begun reading saence-fiction
too recently to know two-yrars-to-a-story-Sawth’'s matermd, the constant dermand
for his stones appeanng in the readers’ department have piven some preparatioa.

So leng s “Gray Lensmman™ that, dinded into mnstallments of the usual length,
it would run not the wsumal hali year, but a foll aght moaths. We are going to run

*Gray Lensman™ in four imstallments; they will be long instaliments. Jodging

solely by past expenence, soence-Hction novels seldom appear m book form

Further, back copees containmg Sauth stones disappear from the market quackly.
We sugpest that, if you muss “Uray Lensman™ now, you'll ouss it for 2 loog tune,

And regret it equally loag. Tue Escroa
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He was dropped krom the plone. He wolke ia o hospi-

Has He's pwrpose become reveage on the rvthless, merci-

less waderworld.

Thiy embitered, powerld, dever man & the mowm chor-
octer of Street &k Semath’s newest mogaozine.

THE AVENGER




A d‘;ﬁ“-ﬂ kot pbcese .

By 1AMty L

{E Martian night could not dim
the gansh glory of Pulambar,

City of Pleasure. Though all the
rest of drought-ndden Mars struggied
and schemed to gather and hoard pre-
oocus water, Pulamlar rose on stlts

I

It WELLIHL

from a silver lake, even as old Vemce,
jewel of Earth, rose from the salt sea
Venetian, too, were the swarms of gon-
dolabke boats—strange pleasure vehacles
from Earth, brought to provide a cun-
ous thrill—which flcated or pbed on the
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a daek, 0%
: '-|~| \]
him, as though he were a cluld. &
“Ye're a sorry fool!™ accused a deep,
harsh wosce. &

“Thanks for nothing.,” snapped Wm-

uhmtm&nh:ndl;mtréuu!yin
the Martan Government Universaty at
Ekadome ; hi« meeting with the entirely

bots of phulosophy. but \Wingate's pha-
losoply dadn’t inciode the kind of work
he was abie to get as cauly as it mn-
cluded the obvious and mnstant hois of
death.
He placed bis Bands ea the bow railing




A.N .ﬁb‘TOllATlC elevator carried
m dowmward a doren levels, and
=" b aloog a2 cormdor and fimally into a
o d.ml—mddsl«mrm.ﬂh
" two chars and 2 cot. Into one chaur
s be pushed \Wingate, and, placmg the
* other aganst the door, lowered lus
? " spmre-tummed bulk into if. One hand
i+ tose to tub a beavy, smooth-shaven
i  “Why do ye want to die? he in-
b qured : _
P “That's my busness,” snapped Win-
pate. |

Black, wide-set eyes studied \Wmgate
carcfully. “Ye're young. Halthy,
though soft. 1'd jodge ye had weahh—
yer cdothes are good but need presung.

uamt.l'd-yjc'd’hnﬂt
F waakh”

- Wingate stared, then nodded angnily.
A._ﬂltﬁnnhh.gub “Ye

. “Naturally,” Wingate snorted. “Bot
l’.unuu:kuﬁcthl l'dtﬁethe

that’s wandering into the System from
cuter space, the unclumed, unowned

‘mgate knew about Ulysses, as dad

almost everyone on the halstable planets,

_ and ns bag compamon went on: “Ships
from every government—\Mars, Fanth,
Venus, the }mrm System—are pomng to
rush for 2. He g'nnntd as if m redash

of the vlea. “Zero Hour 1s noon, Mars
tame, -2t Pulambar day after tomorrow.
Skaps take off. First 1o reach Ulysees

That marrows down the held of reasons;

Seicide won't

'lnmd)uiirhd I'N put ye

yer bonor not to betray me. I'm
llukp:d:.

. but 1 hd;nl COmpose
He hstened with some cakn

to Duke Hodspeth's Jecture about
Ulysses, and how to get there. Finally
be ventured 2 question himself :

“Is it troe, Hodspeth, that the charge



of murder againgt you onn Earth s really

trumped up—that you killed in defense
of povermment secrets, and that the
S-enicchdmhmanpt-

* flaght.,” Hudspeth broke hum off.
the whiskey has taken hold on ye. Sleep,
\\'igntmﬂlonrd the bed. A
r-'lo-r-um—(n:slmdmpuf
more than two thousand iecet. “Where
do you sleep ™ bhe asked Hodspeth. -
“Elsewhere,” was the bneil response,
and Huodspeth was gone. The Jock

hold or fecthold on the steep chiff of the
wall

Burr Wingate stripped a coverbd of
clastic fabnc, tned its spring by pulkog
2 length between has hands., Agam
gazed from the window,
- windows below—
“far. Then ir

T

from his window.

jecting lamp bracket  Full uxty feet
the elastic cord dangled. into nothmng-
ness ; and he, Barr \Vmngate. was pong
to chimb domwn and to safety.

He was no athlete, but again there
was the reduced gravity of Mars to con-
sader. Huis poundage was bttle wore
than a therd of wha: ot would be on
Earth—the chmub woald be casyv. Doke
Hodspeth, the mterplanctary outlaw,
would never sec bam agam. except i a
court of hw., Hudspeth had been 2 fool
to place such trust in ham. to tell all that

|

. ASTOUNDING smm-n” CTION

Ulysses. Omdtht-m:b'htm '

a:d&:nnthcmrdlﬂncanmhy

He descended to one window—a dark
ooe. Another sill be reached, found the
rooen msade hghted and empty, bat the
windew locked. Another dark window,
another and another. He came %o bis
bne's end. .
&l}mhhms}mtdam

with his free hand
rooen rather hurnediv.”
readilv. “Too much oxunpany comag.
let me ot through here”™

The other grinned and belped hem n
—it was the kind of story that woold
atl once reassure and imrig'l.r such Phr-
ure-seckers. Wmgate was congratu-
Lated. g1ven 2 dnink of Jovian gwl, specy
and bracing. and sent on las way.
Down by clsvator, aloog the thronged
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Wingate, “I came 10
the greatest mmpor-
m has breath. “Have
Duke Huodspeth?™
said the wmage of
“We've looked every-
_ : : puid'o(cruyphn-
the servitor. ‘tary govermmend
Wingate frowned. “Tell ber that | Carthage's image shook her red head.
must see ber.” “No. Whatever the charpes are against
“Misss Dawess hass rreturrned to hem, Hodspeth is. one of greatest
wrt mative Earrth™ the Martan as- qna—ﬁmhh'mq./ﬂ.:m'tm
sured Tam. to arrest him. Earth‘would have piven
“Bwt it's frightfully important—" be- lhim full pardon to secure him as second-
gan Wingate, and then the Martian's in-command of the Terrestral entry.™
' - “Hudspeth’s an outhhw,” protested
Wmgate. “And |1 can—" |
“Hudspeth,” repbed Carthage, “is a

‘!. 'ﬁi -.. ¥

gentieman. A bit unconventional, a bit -
too rugged an mdivmdualist—but 4 gen-
teman If be gave us his 3¢ tO

I.r. §
£

“1 . . . 1 am” confessed the youth.

;r Perbaps you'd hke to talk to her—
! 1 have her oa the interplanctary televiso
just pow. Wast, Il switch you on.™

_ AGAIN a blink, 2 flash, 2 new face—  leave the story untold, would retum

. a lovely, radant oval one, with Jevel belp Hodspeth as be had promased. 1,
green eyes and tawny-red hair under an  as she said, he was smply an indindu-
embrosdered fillet. “Hello, Burr, and  alst in 2 world not suited to individual-
guod-by,” saxd the wvosce of Carthage. ism, why, on hes own pew world—




b

:}5
1

agrn. “YouTll hnd out later, Canthage.

ing where Hodspegh had left ham
locked in.

It took some time to find again the
floor where Hudspeth's room was. Com-
ing to it at last, Wingate tned the door
that had been Jocked vpon him: it was
locked. He sat down, with has back
st it. Finally he slepe.

71
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But Hodspeth was continuing.

“But Zero Hour's at nmooa tomocrow,”
be remmaded. -

“Not just now.” Wingate managed

“It doesn't look hke a long-shot shap,™
observed Wingate, studying the crait.

trol board, mstrument panels and a
whole forest of levers in slots in Boor
and wall, was some fGftcen feet by
twenty, Here stood four fHgures m

N

PULAMBAR is a pure pleasure oty
—mmmmm
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3

k.

2 words agswered bim: “Captain,

1 was
to make one of the crrew of the Marriian
entrry. You came and offerred me an
mducement . . . i | came with yoo—"
“Fdd,” podded Hudspeth. *1 prom-
wed that, if ye flew with me and belped
me win, ye should have more
swney; 2 land interest .on the
Ulysses, and 3 moblenman’s rank
so ye shall, Izd, so ye siall™
The Martan was not molkfied by so
smch as 2 permyworth, “Captain,™ he
pursocd stiffly, “these otherrs thell me
that thess iss not the oficzal Terrress-
trmal entrry—"

“Who saad it was? I'm Symng o mry
own. Dhwd 1 2y | represented Earth,
Dydnt ye nuke an- unwarranted

=1 ssurrmissed, ssince” you arre a
Terresstrral—"

Hodspeth waved #t away. “Inde-
pendent entry, lad. Representing the
future free govermment of Ulvsses
We're penting for a2 free new world,
which well rule ocurselves. Eh, you

others 7™

than
panct |
And

 vido. No radio. No

cothes. All the food is compro-syn- -
thetic. The water will be ratoned.
There Are only three cabans, with only
ooe bunk in cach—one watch will
scep wlule the other stands. All the
extra space is taken wp with addmional
engines, fuel storage, cootrols. Tenm
months of hard hbor between here and




“What are you doing bere? demanded voa Ghul.
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| and somewhat confused when von Ghul's
« watch took over and released bam.

Then he went to explore the rest of

. the ship’s halxtable part. There was

- pot much to see. The control chamber

was oblong, save for the curve in the

ndor, all doorways at the right hand as
one entered from the coatrol chamber.

The pearest to the entry would be the
yvanmgans' calen, occupsed altermatel¢
. by Wingate and Milkhford. The muddle
caben belonged to the engineers, lzd and
Hifin, The farthest was for the com-

—had been Slled with the extra ma-
1 to transform a cruiser

-shot, high-speed vessel

¢ mspected his owm caben, [t
two small lockers, an
clouded glasste that

_ clvet-hlack skv full of stars

:
|

HE2t
ga ?5

trod ﬁ t-ht Cgarette.

oK 3t put 3t through the n-
by controd chamber

door,  ordered iiuisp:th. “shabby wme

may be, but well be clean.”™

Again Wingate obeved. Then, walk-
ing along the corndor, he pot out 2 hand
to try the end door,

“YeTll find it tached.” Hodspeth told
hem. “It's the coowwsary—oals
officers allowed.” Then he Lughed
“Bat I mustnt curd you every mzoute,

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE-FICTION -

hd. Come to my caben, and have a
yam.” .

WINGATE f[ollowed ham into the
calxn next the comnmussary. It was
shghtly larger than the other twe,
Huodspeth offered him the single chair
and sat on the bunk.

“l take an interest in ve.,” he con-
tnued. “What's the saving? Sawve a
man's fe and ye owe hum sommething
I make yer fortune.™

“I had ooe fortune,” said Wingate, a
bet ruefully.

“IT make ye a greater, then. Ye
start thas
come hack a prince of a pew world ™

“But if we doa’t win the race 7 sug-

_gested Wingate: and added a respect-
ful “ser™ : '

Hudspeth did not appear shocked by
the possabelity. “We doa't plan to lose,
Lad. Meanwihile, the cagtain must teach
“the yanmgan.”

He talked for vpward of an hour,
about matters that Wingate had hutherto
vaguely taken for granted. because he
he had only ndden, never flown, space-
craft—fuel mixtures, gravty gauges,
computations of posiion, run and speed.
Winpate found humself understanding a
hitle, and even cnjpoving the lecture.
Huodspeth progressed to remarks upon
the particular flaght they had begun,
When Wingate asked how Hudspeth's
plan for a2 new government could pos-
sibly succeed, the outhaw captamn grnnned
as thocgh it had succeeded already.

“Ye know, lad, how a tiny touch caa
bhalance great weights, or disturb 2 bal-
ance already effected?> Well, that's us
Stop and consder:

“This nnsh to Ulvsses 15 done under
rules that amount to a treaty, all taking
off with even chances. The planets have
agreed because there can be no doubts,
no challenges, about the winner. Fach
world has too much need to win for a
challengeable sitmation to be allowed.

“But  after the race s done—

E
]
4

voyage a  yanmgan—ye i
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thok! It'H change the huuq of the
Umverse! For penerations we've had
3 Martso-Terrestral League 1o keep or-
dﬂnll't\rstmndmprhtdnrto
{righten Venus: and the Jovian moons
have made good thear secession from the
mocr plants that colomized them. Soch
a set-up would have lasted forever, with
all haletzble worlds spoken for and their
status clanfed. But now comes Ulysses.
to take an orbet nght in the middle—
spatting Earth and Venus away from
Mars and Jupster.

“Al nght. suppose Earth gets him
—se can dissolve ber tfm! with
Mars, to whom she sends food angdduel
m return for a2 guarantee of axd aganst
a possible Venusan attack. Or Mars
wins—the Martans won't need the. al-
lance, for with 2 new planet they can
macMcmps coloaize new lands,
pEDC DEwW mtu.h.}strmg ecoough to
ford trouble.™

Wingate shook his head. “I always
the an—Tmcﬂrnl
lng'ut was here to stay.”

“It was formed through necessaty, and
that’s the reason it goes on. But do

Martrans ke Terrestnals, or vice versa?

Not enough, Ld. However, sup-

pose neither Mars nor Eanth pets

Ulysses. Soppose the Jovian slup wins,
Jupster wall have a world brtween Mars
and hrhmthwmandpnatm
hmktfofagrtu power in the System

And if Venus gets the prize, she can
benld up strength and do what she's al-
way dreamed of domng. whip and

peunde rnrnmfrfphnﬂthnhumy-' '
theng worth talang.” N -

“It sounds borniving. captan, ~ Win-
gale almost moaned. “War and trochie
ahead.™

Agun Hodspeth spoke cheerfully:
“Dut we're m o, too—in the race, [
rean. [ we get there first, declare a
governiment. they can’t say us nay. No
Jranct can let another step in, because
whoever bssts us oot will take over-—-

3> cach planet will protect us from the -

AST—2
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d.l:tn. W 1kthcqnh-thc"&d.

Wingate couldd not help sayng:
“You cant make me believe that you're
m thss for vour heakh and the System's
betefit, wr”™

“Dd | sac that [ was?
gans mustn’t admonish ther

But yanm-

g.

—the buck’s passed dowm, and not
S-ttpl!rtahn:mdlhw-
ndot:mdputhtnahthmthhr
anerator port, as [ showed ye.
that, come back here with Hifha
draw yer rations.” .

5

WINGATE'S first meal in space—he

second - tn(tmrnﬁd or 10 I2d, or Mislh-
ford.

Da_n passeed. full alternately of todl
and calm. They approached the Sen,
and cut cdosely around it in an “out-
shoot ™ curve, sacnbang loog hours of
temperalurt comfort to win a httle ex-

tra ime. Hodspeth, whose watch was
on during the adventure, wondered
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alowd if the Marnan entry would have
the nerve to swing so marrowly close.
He boped not.

“We need every advantage,” he kept
sayving. “Since we have no way of ob-
serving where our rivals fly, we have to

keep cur best speed at all imes.  As a°

matter of fact, all five craft may fimish
within hours of each other. We're

prambling on 2 TArEn 3 NArTow as 2
[sanc wire.”

Wingate learned much about the less
exacting work of space flaght. Hiffn,
the engineer, called hum 2 good yanm-
gan. and Hodsgeth began to trust has
calculations of speed and direcion.  De-
spete the small volume of concentrated
fooed rssued dasly, has enfechied budy
Lrew brmdtr and bealthier, and he
learned ot to crave the forbedden Oga-
rettes.

Bevond the Son, 2 pew course was
kod for Ulysses. a course whach took
them almost withmn toucheng distance of
the Jowian System, then on and on, with-
out 0 muxch as a dust speck to attract
them m space. Hudspeth fimashed the
debcate adjustment of the control keys

“I'm prood of these last calculatons,™
be anncunced to Wingate, who was
helpeng ham with tables of figures. “Ye
see, I computing the time, and also the
positsonn of Ulvsses at the end of that
time, | dod what no other slapper 13 do-
mg—hvng mv course a whole day
carly. “tHla.buddlhtodzﬂ.yt
remember.  And it takes a2 mathematical
bead. Now, efore me Hmsh chechmng.
go 1o Mr. von Ghul, and a<k hum to pive
ye the shde rule that hes on the table
in the offwers caben ™

Wingate went olediently through the
door into the corndor. The doonr of the
caben shared bv J2d and Hiffn was
Choned tr’gh:ls whale the other two—the
offcers” and vanmgant quaners—stood
open and cogty.  \Wingate went to the
door that Jedd 10 the commuagry, half
doubied has fist to knock, but thought
better of . Hodypeth had mpressed

upon hem the sanctity of that compart-
ment. He would wat for voo Ghel Ye
come out. He fell Wdly back along the
ca'ndofoppmncthtduddmfmlh
engineers’ caben.

His thoughts

knew he was one of thas shap's p.ny—
learming a space-hand’s job under Dule
Huodspeth ?

“1 can’t sav how glad | am that you've
taken thrs step.”

It was her vosce. Here, on the dup,
almost at has edbow. Wingate felt has
mouth grow dry, and a pulse leap up m
1it. Had has thmghs been 50 deepdy of
her tlu: be had actually mmagwned hear-

ing—

But there, Carthage wasy speaking
agam

“Go on, m the way you've begun
Carry out the work and you can a<k
me for anythiog m all the Universe.”™

Her vosce came from behand the
chosed door.

were on

V.

FOR A MOMENT Wingate stee]
still and stared, wondenng if he were
mad or drearmung. At the end of that
moment, the door flew open without
warming. Wingate actually thought 1o
see the oval face and direct green eyes
of Canthage Dawes.

But 1t was the face of von Ghul that
appeared. The second-in-comnand
glared, and hes knockles whatened as be
grpped hard the metal cane be always
carned.

“What are you prowhng here for*™
challenged von Ghal, biting the came.
Wingate expected to be rck.  From
the caben ghded two «ther formnw—
chrysanthemum-headed Izd 10 \Win-
gate's beft elbow, and buge, wowple Ml-
kiord to bes nght. The thire henmed
hbem’ agamst the mall

“I . . .. 1 was hedong for yvea—"
Wingate rephed, truing 1o bght the
stamrumer from has wosce.




“Yoo U smapgeed won Ghal.  “Why
yeut you m the control chamler, a
>

“Captasn Hodspeth semt me . . . for
a shde rule™

A gra replaced the glare. Voa Ghel
was trvingo adneve clm. o, “Ob 7"
be sasd  “Why ddat you say so m-
stead of starthng o’ Comxe to Wy
calen.” Voo Ghal scarched oat the rule
and handed st over.  His gare was less
bostile, but sGll sanspmOronas.

As W returned to Hodspeth, be
satched 2 quack glance mio the caban
whenoe Cartlage’s vosce had seemed 10
coene. [od sat withan, on the bunk, and
Milhiord kngered at the door. There
«is no ooc clse. Mysudcathwa and
pamc jought for nastery of Wmgate's
merel.  When be ganed the cootrod
rcn agum, bhes hand trembled o that
be almost dropped the slade rude.

“Hawve ye scen 2 ghost, ad 7™ mquared
tag Duke Hodspeth. “Ye've takem a
log tene at yer crrand.  Copy these
fgures as | read them ofi”

Twice, m by agtaton. Wingate was
forced to ask for repetitions.  Hodspeth
paissed m reading 10 study the yanmgan
“What's uwp? he domnded hanshiy.
“Yeve pone stuped. The reason, bd
—out with o'

Wingaie dared nat glance toward the
door to the calans; yet sometinng tokd
haem that voon Ghul watched and k.-
tened there, has hands crossed upon the
knoby of the wetal cane. “Not 30 koad,

ir,” e begged in 3 whasper.

“Come on, speak '™ msisted Hodspeth,

“H youTl only wast, sir, untd we're
ofi watch: 1’y something of mmpuortance,
and strange—"

Hodwyeth soomed soddenly to ander-
stand and accept. "V ery well, then™ e
agread sottdv. “Well drop 2 untal Lter
Now, pay bhetter attentwon to vy read
g

And thae was all that was sud o the
sbsext wntl  the watciees  (lang!
Wingate turnad over lus rootine wowk

FORCES MUST BALANCE!

to Milhioed, who was slent but prone
to eve lum sadebong.  As Hiffa, tormag

over the engines to [2d, aporoached the
cornydor door, von Ghul  stopped -ham

and spuoke to ham softly bat emplatically.

Path ther glhances tumed bowetly opon

Wingate. who ick more nervous stll
Hodspeth, brushmg agamst “qﬂc

paxtered : "My calen—ndttoen mmmtes.”

DURING thoswe hitcen nunutes of
watpyg. Wingate bheard vom Ghul's
witch setthng to ther work withowt
further suspscous acuivity. Fmally be
went to Hodspeth's calen ;: Hiffn gazed

saspaciously fromlis own quarters as

the voung nan passed.  Huodspeth

hooked up, waved has visator 10 2 seat on

the bonk, and hrnselt occupeed the diaer
next the doorway, so that has cye could
comnund the corndor.
'bucytapukrdml
notsced . m  the atmosphere,” bhe
sad, not oo softly to nake Hihn real-
e that they were bong secret.
“What's gong oa. d? COudk™
Wingate todd lnm.  Hodspeth hagened
without word or change of cxpresssom.
When the story was fmeshed. the cap-
tan scowled
“Those three are all in i, and Hefln,
too—ithe ng must be where be knows
about ®, so they wouldnt leave e
st —"

“What ng. sr

“Ye heard the womman's vosce. Ye
recogmazed 1. She's the shpper of
E—lﬂhsﬂlr\r Whae umnahcnd.

OnCce moce

“I haven't forptien that ™ :\n:l Wm-
gate quted: “ 'l can’t sav how glad |
am that. you've taken this step. Go
oa. m the way vou've begun.  Carry out
the work and yvou can 2.k me jor any-
thenge m all the Unnverse”' ™

“Ia «ther words, e was bnleng
them.” naddad Hodygeth "Thq"rt in
her pav-—-all e vereli, lad Fouor
trr twor agunst us; bt o ye Zand by
u—h .
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v, assured \\"ian Sud-

. whom | trusted, must luw

pat _n—-l woukdnt be deffxcule.
With Hifn and ]zd both won over, bhe
planted the set m thewrr quarters. And

when she gives the word—"
it was myg chear m \Wmngate's
mend. Can had known, somxehow,

that Hodspeth would be a nval skipper
m the race. t probably she did not
goess that he flew for has omn fortune.
And she ha] freely adowtted that she
fcared hem more than any -other op-
yoment. Voo Ghul had known this—
mest have conspered with her, before
- the take-off, to betray Mas ﬂi:lm
“When she pgives the word?™ be
prowpted. “What then ™

“For mutiov. Our finnh,” was the
ready reply. “Well be defeated, proba-
by arrested. Execution for me; the
sars know how many koliimg chamges are
agamst me m every povernmwnt book.
YeN get off alive.  The wibers, for
wlhng ns o, will be randkoc] and re-
wardel”

"Wel wop thern,” «and \Wingate, mnth
peare steaxbhness than be had expected
Lac wuace to ramage. Hpsdopeth grimned.

“So owe wrll n: Tell HifPn to
step o bere, TH Levp ham for twemty
BRnute - J-ire!
that tedevin
1. Aned W

'l‘”.‘i't?ﬂg, \'&thr:.t'f ;uﬁ-r-] the mond to
1.  Ac the wiry ergincer ment into
“Illfqr'h't r.:!- " \\'rr‘-;.:l‘!r -}’l,t‘!-l 319D
the cubecle Hitinn Yol beit.

".\f""l I TLE Sl an] " the !“ﬂ.‘.l'i
laely. Je 1o 2 wnee of anknardne o
od Janger. \What o 11 returmed amd
l'al"!l lam* Bad “n-'-rrﬂl Vigal DeOy-
red taenty ponates’ freahen Well
what sla it voer Ghal beavine the aontrd
ohander oo an errame] Or 120 o Ml

that st i has calzn,
lrarm mlat ve can abinct
i1 oy 4 {Tll"ll twre ™

hford ? “mrhmﬂ!mlﬂrlm
bent and bouked wnder ihe bunk. Neoth-
ng.

There were few hadden corners, and
he mvestigated them all. Then he tned
the doors of the two lackers. Bath were
fastencd, but the keyholes bespoke ssm-
ple bocks. From his pocket, Wmgate
drew his claspknife, one blade of winch
was a Jong, tough needichke probe.
With it be dug into one keyhole, found
a ywlding mechantem, and forced the
Joor open.  The mntenor held odds and
ends of Maran persomal property—at
must be Jzd's kocker. Cloung nt, he
forced has way mnto the other. At ms
hack, half concealed by a jumble of
cdotling, was a rectangle of smky
;hiﬁﬂ Ummhbly.lttulldr-
VISon screen.

PULLING away Hiffin's cdlothes,
Wingate found two dals at opposite
cgmers of the ghaswte rectangle.  They
were tuned, apparently to a certam wave
kength—to that of Canthage Dawes’ set.
But Wingate knew he must be sure. He
pressed the power bation

The vision screen bghted at once. He
saw the imtenor of a metal-hned calen,
and the bead and hoolders of 2 human
g —Cantage Danes—as though be
facer] her at 2 desk mnhere de morked
After 3 mwawnt, ber greep cyes baded
v
1‘ “"Yes." Jr Gid, “ubat 1s 17 Then
ber maga] eves wadenedd "\Why ait's
Purr Wingate! Then lhr; dlnt de-
cerve me, after 31"

She wounded
mumbded 0 “Yes,
dlodapeth’'s Jup

“So von Ghol «aad, bet T thomghe o
mas swene farfeiched phe. Well, unce
voas e tomng m on me, | suggene vou ve
poened the ottwrs m oy wchene *7

"Ye." @and Wingate agan
;1 awddl T He
facrle Inar than be felt hunnelf now.

T he gre] mas el “And

plea el
( arnthage.

Wingate
I'm on

“I've
"._I’ (s 4. 09 !I"Tﬂ a4 nLvgc

ing by now,
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you'll help all you can? Sabotage Huds-
peth’s unauthonzed, trouble-making en-

try? Barr, [ begin to have bopes youll

anwont to something. And you've
josned just i time, havent you?”

"Just in time 7™ he echoed stupedly.

“Of course. Don’t you know that
when vea Ghul comes off watch, be's
gxngto . . . hold on! Are you raally
m thas plot, Burr, or—"

Nervously, he clicked off the power,
slamened the door of the locker, and left
the absn. He heard Hodspeth and

Hiffn chatting. apparently about old
sogghng days m winch they had been
associated. Wallang to the door, Win-
gate saluted.

“Captain Hodspeth,™ he said formally,
'lmmwmmm:hc...th:m-

one, sit. What was the job he just did
so well 7™

“A routine mechanical check-op,™
Hudspeth hed readily. “If his figures
agreed with mune, | told him, he'd be

-orhngcnrrmly. Anything else, Win™>>

“ngttr hesitated 2 moment, woader-
ing how to pass oa more mformation.
"IN put it thes way, sir. \When the next
watch changes, those cakulations we
talked of are due to come to 2 chmax—"

“Wihal's thes 7 spluttered Hiffn, sod-
denly and sharply. “What about the
next watch changing? What are you
tao dnving at 7™

“Nothing of any consequence.” Huods-
peth dssured tum gently. “Keep yer
scat, my fnend. Keep 1. [ ay ™

Hiffin had started to get up, when
Huodspeth, catquack for all has size,
sprang forward and thrust him back into
the chair, As the engineer’s mouth flew

open to . shout, Hudspeth's hard hand

clamped over it

“Stnke tum oa the head, lad,”™ Huds-
peth quickly ordered Wingate. “No,
on my cot. Hard opow! Well
dooe! [ couldn’t have bettered 2t my-
scif. Now, ut'lhtkl-mmhl:rtnl

go plot-ni
VL

ONCE OUTSIDE the caben, Hods-
peth snapped the autogmate lock shat,
He faced Wingate. His eyes danced m
hzs heavy, alert face, as though he were
greatly entertauned.

“We've no arms, lad. . They, planning
trouble, must have Hghting gear of some
sort. Even with Hiffm out of it, they're
three to our two. Buat yell pull yer
woght, and 1 , . , I'm Dd'.l: Huds-
peth.”

Htﬂdtmhmpnk.ah
unlocked the door at the end of the cor-
ndor, where food suppbes were kept.
Beckomng Wingate to the threshold, he
posnted to a great stack of uns, parcels
and Basks.

“That's a full kalf of our ratioms.
Carry it to the mmanerator panel bessde
yer own calen and fhing it throagh™
“Destroy our food 7™ gasped Wngate, -
uncomprehending. “Why 2™

“Do as yer told. I give ve ten oun-
utes. Then come to the control cham-
ber. I be talkiog to voa Ghul—
call to ham that Hifin wants lum. Get
his altention away from the control
board.™ X

“Yes, sir.,™  Wingate felt has com-
fidence returm, full and qrvog. If the
ogthaw captamn’s tactics were too deep
for his understanding. they would be too
deep for voa Ghal's, as well. Hodspeth
turmed and strode awav to the control
chamber, and \Wingate began to load his
arms with the contauners

Hie did the job in ten ounutes—a ton
of foodstuffs, transported a hundred-
woight at 2 ime and Aung into the chute
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- that led" to the destroying fires of the
rocket blasts. At the end, be was

winded and weary, but be must hasten
and carry out the rest of Hudspeth's or-
ders. He went 10 the control chamber

door, and locked through. Hudspedh

talked 10 vono Ghul at the controls, and

besade the fuel-gavge board Izd and
Milkford moted down fHigures and care-
fully turned dials.

Wingate steadsed has voxce and raised

“Mr. vou Ghul' Hiffa's in his cabin: 8

be asks if vou can come.”

“What ™
turned from the cootrol keys. His eyes
and hands were away from his work
“If Hiffin wants me, be can come bere,
. pet issue orders to hais supenor ofbcer

Hodspeth sprang. A thrust of has
buge shoclder sent von Ghal stagpenng
away. The captan’s hands- fell uwpon
the row of keys hike a fremped or-
gamst's.  He struck a great combxna-
bon of powers, so that the shrp trembied
and hummed n faght. A second kater,

he had caught up a Joose lever handle

and was battenpg at the keys

“You fool!” squealed J2d, turming
from his gauges. every petal on has head
standing erect. “Whatiss t? Arre you
wreecking the sshop 7

“"No.” panted Huodspeth. He htted
Lht lever to 1ty socket, shoved it down,

and wedged it into immovalahty with a
shoving kock of hes baot beel He turned
tnumphantly to face the others.

"Nt wreclong the ship—only keep-
mg e frum wreckong !, Yer
mutmy's gooe to seed.  ['ve jammed the
&l::‘p on her course: 'l take weeks to
mend the tootrods. And then ntll be
oo ke,

“Never thank ,” smarled von Ghal
His metal cane whizzed n the ar.
Hodspeth snatched at the end of i1, and
a mwenent later 1t seemed to come away
m has hand—bot 2t was oaly the shank
of the cane, bhe 2 loose sheath, Hold-

The second-in-command |

ing to the handle, vom Ghul cleared a
concealed steel blade from msde.
“Sword cane ! yelled Wingate warn-
ingly.
“Get that yanmgan”
Cered I2d and Milliford, who rushed on

™ son Ghul or-

Wingate. At the same time, von Ghol
artacked the captaan with bes bared
blade.

BUT Hudspeth, swifter than the shm
voau Ghul for all,hes brawny bulk, had
parried two thrusts with the cane shank
he stll beld, and sped 2 returm bdow.
By siall or chance, that nposte landed



il om the eye of the sword wielder,
bringing a spurting gush of blood. Von
Ghal swore, stagpered, and sprang back-
Huodspeth, dudang under the
wavenng pocat, closed with hem

Thes much, happenoing m hali a2 mo-
ment, Wimgate saw even as [zd's throt-
thng tentacies whepoed aroond ham and
Millstord » leg. clumsy fisls hqp.n 10
hamwmer his tace.  Wingate fought back
nt very cficctively, then went down,
Plow s showered upon hem, best suddenly
Crased.

The weight of has enenwes rose from
hicaa “ui-{r_".h L & df‘n‘:ﬂr lzd and

FORCES MUST BALANCE!

.

y*“There woa't be any turning back

-

now,” Huodspeth roared. “Ye won't
&x those coatrols this day!”

Milliford hack, at the poent of the cane
biade be had wrested froen voa Ghal

“Back!™ be growied. “Back, or IR
lance the two of ve, and ket a few gal-
ks of cleverness out! That's better.
(o and wash von Ghol's tace. He's had
enough, too.

Sare encugh. the leader of the mutiny
yrawied and owaned besde the jamaned ©
control mechanism. The eye whach had



i ®

had been blackened almost to
chin, and the mouth Fad been cut
smashed by a powerful blow.
Crestiallen, Milhford and 12 went and
stooped above him, while Hodspeth hur-
red to the foel gauge. He twuisted a

i

turn kad of foel!”

“"Wel be bosst,™ gurgled lad, even his
artificGal vosce grommg hystencal. The
mutincers bwked as though they were
rallying for another attack.
“Stand casy.” Hudspeth warmad them
mernly. “The bghting's over. Well
nde bghter and go faster. But »o
ety can help. Is that an clectro-
actormatic pediol ye're fumbhng for, Mal-
blord? Hadnt tme to draw it up to
now, dxd ye? Well, hand ® over to
Wingate. Iad can do the same with that
gun that makes a lump under his cover-
all

“For there’s only fuel enough to get
vws 10 Ulysses. Yes, and cnly food
enough. |1 put in returmm supphes—
but 1've dumped them. And the oon-
trods, as | fixed them, can’t be rejaired
0 that syeed can be checked or direc-
ton changed uptil 1t's ton kite to tum
tack.™

Voo Ghol st up andd stared.  His
brusdedd. face was w2nged with horror
ax] elarmagment. The two others
meehly sarrendered] therr W C3pons.

“"Dv yoa reabiee, captamn,” saxd von

Ghal s-h.uﬂ) “that Tl be almost -
penable 1o sunine if we dont reach
L,*'iﬂ
- "IN be rnhrrh m-[-
M we domt  rea
frat ™ \ln‘ti"“" 10 \

whie to carvive
| hsses—and
P I“"J't't
Hodsireth teek one od the clectro-ac
matxs. ~Attenton, all Tondle

'l‘ ”
wg 16

I'm go-
tell ye a story—tle Ara time
've ever toklat, and | hoge the L.
“Ome 1 was 2 captam of the World
Leagoe's pulxce. A Martan spy canve

’

!
dnrappingsluhdtbcm‘ toﬂdamm—-h&

* take this shrp from me.

-idr .
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still remams a secret, so far as I'm
cerned—and 1 lkolled hem D-d t
with a sungle gnp and twist—as |
maght do to lzd yomder. Saved the
secret. - Bot Mars began to inguure. I
the truth were told, there nugit be -

terplanctary trouble, and the treaty in...-

danger; so, to keep things fnendly,
Farth ket ‘em have a scapegoat.  Me™

Hodspeth's face grew dark, drawn
“1 started to Mmm:mﬂuﬂ
Mydwuay of the run, | tonk that cripser

froom mwy guards—as you tnal 1o
I went back

bhome. But Earth, feanng because |

]u:bt‘d'ml:lghtttﬂn trumped] vp

A Jovan
operative tned to betrgy me for the re-

agamn. | weot 10 Venus. They tned 10
make me a spy agamst Earth—oun-
dtmdmmdtmh-llnlrtfnnﬁ.

make ye mourn for me, bat to show |
wont be taken or halked—nat even
Jowed vp. Ulysses 1« gang to be my
UMM IML.L whete | can rnk. hie, e safe
from everything. Ye've tned 1o break
iaith with me—but ye'll all heep faath
now. | dare any of ve 10 mutmy agam ™

He drew 2 loog breath, and glared.
“Am 1 clear?
nhen ve've had n ™

It was plaun that they dwl.

“Then back to VEr (el ' A Ve were
— arw} any on!’

HUDSPETH and \Wigate tumel
toward the cabene. “What will you do
with them, «r " 2dked Wingate «oftly.

The captan actually chixhled. “\What
| incoln wanted to do with some other

knew that secret 1'd Lilled for, and mms- -

ward. HeT pever betray anything

Do ye know a bcking

"
*



Romember his words? ‘Il deal with
them as if they bad never been away.” |
need them oa the rest of the voyage, and
they 've Ilcarned their lesson.™

“Bat they're fathiess—~they tned to
scll you—"

“And so did ve. ooce. But ye stuxk
by me this second ume. Let's go to
tat hadden televiso ye dug up.”

They went, and nooe stayved them—
conssdering that the controls were
jammed almost irrevocably m place. voa
Gbul's watch scemed 1o be finding much
work to do. In the engincers’ calxn,
Wingate forced once again the Jock and
revealed the vision screen. A touch of

the button, and Carthage’s face appeared

agam "

Wingate bowed to her reflection, as
though be was i a drawing room with
her. “Me agam,” be sid. “Allow me,

“A plcascre,” chumed in Hodspeth,
with a courtly bow of his own. ‘!'m

$OrTY. mMa am, to report that yer mutiny
pht 1s off the mound. ['ve stopped 1t,

strack 1t out—and therell never Le an-

other.”

C.lrﬂugr's green ¢y es frowned. t‘

.o« 151 possible? Bat . . . Captan
Hudipeth . . . perhaps you and | can
agree—

“If ye mxan to sugpest that [ can be
bugit of.” interrupted Hudspeth
gently, “the answer {s ‘00" "™

Carthage was lookang agamn at Win-
gate. “Burr.,” she appealed, “you once
s2xd you'd do anything for me. Thas
feght —and wnwaory—means so moch to
Farth. If you could persuade your cap-
tan to stop this umauthonred venture
that may bnng interplanctary war—"

“Carthage.” said” Wingate, “I can’t be
tempied or tricked. Good-by. When

He shut off the power. When he

turmed to Hudspeth, the othaw captaa
was bolding out a beg hand.
“Coogratulations, hd!™ he coned..
“And Il call ye lad no more, for ye're
aman.  Ye uncovered the plot, ye stood
by fne to fight and win against odds, and
just now ye refused to be bought or
blandished by the girl ye love. Of such
stuff are proper men made. I'm prood
to call, ye fnend—and my secodd-in-
cocnrmand I - -

"S-emnd-iu-cmnnnj?_" echoed Win-
gair '

“Right. 1've spared von Ghul, but I
woan't ever trust hum.  Ye've Jearned

Well ahead of Mars, in fourth
place. soared the shup of the Jowan
League, the hardy crew trving to make
up in spaccrmanshsp what it lacked in

erralic.

equpment. Next, almost side by sade,
and not moce than two mules apart,
strove the lean silver agars of Earth
and Venus. And abead of all went
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hy:mmdﬁxaimumm.

panct—Duoke Hodspeth.
~ Bot Hodspeth did not hold has lead.
He shpped back, and back. Venus and
Earth, foll of inspered hope, coursed
after lam, up to hum, past hnm. He fell
third place. as if content with it

Why?

The Jovians wondered, the Terres-
tnals wondered, the Venusans won-
- dered, the outclassed Maruans won-

Jered ; and, in the control“chamber of
the slowing shep. Hodspeth’s young heu-
temant, Burr Wingate, wondered. He

savd so. ¢
“If b T trust you, sir,” he told
H “1'd thank you had lost your

wils, Of your Derve.

Hodspeth was managzing the repaired
controls with agile, I:m-uq fingers on
the kevs. “WeTl win,” he proomsed.
“We can’t belp bot win—after shacking
off hke that™

“But how—"

“IW put 1t in two short, well-chosen
words: * "Ware Venus!" ™ sadd Hod-
speth. “Ye sull don't understand? Do
y¢ koow Vemusans™ The captan’s
heaxy face seemed to reflect gnm old
memones. ~Theyre a bad Jot, Mr.
Wingate. As bad as the Universe af-
fords. Have on yer old clothes when
you cross 2 Venusan—because it means
trocble. And that Venuaan shrp yonder
will s2op at pething to win.”

“You're sure encugh of to re-
kngqush vour lead 7™ asked Wingate.

“laeck, ind vell make out weapon
ports on ber,” was the reply. “Why 1s
a racer armed for space-Hghting ? ‘An-
swer o thar ™ 7

Wingate studied the teleniso—it had
leen brooght from Hiffin's kocker into
tle contrad room.  He nodded.

“] see what you mean. Bat, iof we fall
back mow, what about the fimash? It's
rearly at hand. Woat Venus keep the
ae] onver uns—and won't Eanth bhold the
same bead 77

#:1

“Nather will hold a lead. For Earth
is the beg threat now.
will ray out the Terrestnal entry
Mnlluktmthoqh. A-l(
we'll whzp by, get 2 safe bead, shde
home—"

Wingate suddenly was not bstemung.
Even as be stared into the vision screen,
he saw that Carthage Dawes and her
shrp were mn dire danger.

Thttknm(ﬁpummdtabmv:ad
abregst of the two leading craft. The
Venusian entry was at the left of Car-
thage's shup; and at the night sade of n
httle black rmgs—two, three, four—be-
came wisble. Pors were openung.

“Ware Venus”™ cned Huodsgpeth
“Watch for MS-rays!™

Hcmlmmspudamﬂtuﬂ
with definte determunation to rencun
clear of any wolence. As be tpoke, lean
streaks of slvery flame gushed from the
ports of the Venusian ship, reaching fer
the nval bke vwoous tentacies—and Al-
ing short,

For Carthage had suddenly fired her
upper nose-rockets, shding down cven as
she went forward. The rays fashed
over her, ﬁndngmmﬂdw.tw;u.
“Stnke one,” breathed Hodspeth, cran-
ing s muscular neck to see.

“She's doomed,” Wingate said nerv-
ously. “She’s unarmed—"
“No, she 1sn't,” Hodspeth cut m.
h\‘f -

As the Terrestnial ship fell away Le-
low the Venuszan, it seemed 10 spout
forth brght btile bubbles, that sailed
upward as if wih hiec and knowledge
of thar own

“Roving bomis,” sasd Hodspeth,

Apparently Canthage had come pre-
pared for trouble, too. One of the
bombs, radso-driven and guided, fliew
full at the rear group of Venusian rocket
tubes, and the attackang craft had to
dance m space to avoed s blast. An-
other bomb exploded i1n fromt of the at-
tacker’s nose, with a2 bnidk force that

Those Venussang



must have nade the forward ports creak
m thar stout frames.

V'Well done,” applanded Hudspeth
“Wingate. ver lady fnend 't goang t0
go down without a fight ™

“We've gt to save ber,” Wingate sad
desperatcly.

“Yes? How? We've no weapons,
ot even ooe ray-thrower.”

“We muasz ™

HUDSPETH sbook hes head. eves
grave. | know. Ye love her, though
she msulted ve and endangered ye.
But—" .

“We mught blast that \ enusan with
our ruckets,” broke m Wmgate, “Look,
those ravs are goang to catch ber !

Canthage’'s shep jumped and lurched
ke 2 alkmon m a freshet, but not quite
won enough. The Venusian's rust-ray
fiacheed across the flank of the Terres-

Carthage. and all

“I hate to see it.” Hodspeth muttered.
“Even though she tned to do us n, |
hate 1o see 2t

“Unve e the controls.” begzed Win-
gate

“Ye saved thes craft ooce. Do ve
want to destrov bher now? © But take
over - Hodspeth had been watchung

pend [ trus ve”

Wingate did not pause to thank him.
bt taurly huried humsel! into the con-
trid positio’ His eves wmere niveted
upon the wvioon screen. His hand.s,
‘made skaliful by long hours of steenng
under Huodspeth's guadance, strock the
“fall speed abead™ combxmation. The
stup put forth every oune of forward

FORCES MUST BALANCE! "o 11 o

[‘l*ﬂ. swooped  upon the strugpbag
pasr abead.

The Venusian™s ravs prudded for the
encmy, found a target. traced 2 blanng
greak at nght angles fo the Airst one.
It cnppded Carthage. She still Sad, bt -
clumaly. Wxthzn seconds, the third and

They could hardly have known what
rashed cpoa them from belund.

Wangate drove after the Venusaan—
over its back—bevond. =A touch of coa-
trobs. and he fcll 3 butle in his bullet-
swift course, so that he fSew directly m
front of Cantbage's foe. When the shep -
was aware of lem. ut_n;ught have tned :
to pet away : bat 1t was too late. .

For, without tutting bas rear blasts, |
Wmngate fired cvery rocket at has bows. o
The shup mibrated. her last atom of metal °

sang and shneked, as though the plates -
would brackde. ot od :
' { fres . {g
hre fore y i
The -
the heart o -
that was .,
the rear. ,,
trebied and :
stand that darect "
There was 2 deeper

:
,a'
3

Bat the Terreaml was not fArst
among those that remaned.  Far ahead '
of 11 went the entry of Duke Huodspieth,
already cutung basts to enter the at-
monphienic envelope of the new world
that awasted 2 ruler
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IT WAS nat 10 plaasant a indscape
on which Hodspeth was setting down
kas shep. The saxl was brown and lare,
slogang away 1o a sca of xoe on one hand,
and Efting on the other 1o 2 honaon of
sharp mountains. The sky was bloe al-
most to blackness, and the far-away Sun
gave somewhat more hght than Earth
getd from her Moo at its fullest. There
was no motwa or codor of hic. But
Hodspeth sauled with relish as be hs-
-tened to Wingate's report of the air

 fests,

“Nrtrogen, axygen, water vapor,” re-
ported the second-m-command. “Yes,
and carbon doxde, thoogh there 't
any vegetatbion m sight.”

“There was vegetanon once, sasd the
captan coahdently, “and therell be
vegetation agam.  Trees, wheathelds,
garden paiches.” He was sent for a
g munute, as_be set the ship down
“Break out the furs and woolkens, perfife-
men. It be 2 cold first day, oot as we
come towand Old Sol well be wanmer,
warmer—_tahe son baths, swim mn the
melled occan—hive hle the kngs we
are ™
He was first out of the opened qj‘l)-.
pori. Hi« bsxs made flat (hm

prases aganst the frozen wnl. He razeed
hes voece m foroal pooooancenent ;

“1. Duke Hudsgeth, berebn take ex-
exutive prmsession of thay planet, Ulvssrs
as myv vwn jerweal domarn and that of
tay berrs to follow, free of 3l govern-
roents and cules besade l"_‘-' omp ! T}l‘ﬂ
be turned 1o the athers. "Out ve pet.
A e thang, bkt our own, tlas world
—and 1T e 2 rach thng in goosd days
to come. \Von Ghel, take Milhiord and
g.hlft up o thewe nwartame T}‘al
scuttled \Vemuaan Jup wall come dnit-
iltf mn. Vell mark sts bru!:’al’l, il
waliare wlialever me can, for wme are
1:]';;1’! o ft- -I .;I,hl‘ ot.t I}J":*.q

Winrate wac the 'as? 1o enwree.  He
"-ill ctexiee] 2 mstrumente " Atnnwos-

mented. “As we come toward the Son,
that bght envelope will let through the
hrat we need, as much as Earth pets,
once we shde past Jugster, and our
orbet’s broken.  Look,” there comes
Carthage Dawnes!™

The Terrestnal ship was droppang
down mn slow sprns, hke an autumn leaf,
carcfully secdang a landing near Huods-
peth. The three who remained near
their own craft wated, cunously and
somewhat tensely, until the other slup

Muas domn and opening its port. A sn-

der fSgure, muffled i cdoak and hood of
thack fur, quackly emerged.
“It's Canthage,”" muttered \Vingate,
and Hodspeth stepped forward.
“"Wekcome, Gaptain Dawes,” he called
out. “Ye have my leave to land.™
Carthage walked toward them. Her
face—what could be seen of # under
the muffing bood—was a tnfic per-
phexed. “I don’t know how to treat
you,” she confessed.

* "Treat uws with good manners,” sug-

gested Hodspeth, “and ye cant go far
wrong.”

“First,” said the purl, “thank you for
coneng to my rescue just now, when—"

“Thank thes man,” Huodspeth told ber,
laymg ks beg hand on Wingate's shoul-
der. “1 thmk ye already know Mr.
\\ 'ngaie. my beutenant and secretary of
lalc?

He went on to tell how Wingate had
cvolved and put o practice the plan
for cnppling the Venuswan, “In any
case,” Huodspeth fimshed, “our govern-
frxnt may be in trouble with Venus over
that blaw-bunt. Ye will bear us out, |
hope, that me "Qved ye? Eanh wil

starned by uws—and ruybe Mars, yer
-1

-I-...'.
-
-

’

(rbher fgures wmere conung  irom
Carthage’s Jep—fur<lad mem, with
weapoms. Evenvtinng all nght, dJap-

gt 77 oowe of them ade ) the griel, plaunly
Logerng to be utdeind 1o drut, Dut sbhe

5
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o
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sow Mars will tune 1 and overhear, and
Jopiter's moons, and Venus. None of
them will let Earth clam Ulysses.”

“You mean, they'd prefer to have us
wa? .

“Of course. Haven't | explained how
Ulysses is too great an advantage for
onec world? With an independent gov-
mmmtheoﬂmqm
‘v muntuned. Each world stands to
us from the others. It's as [
boped—{reedom, safety, and bmatless
coacessioas to make.”

When (Canigge came out, she an-
pounced bnefly that Earth’s government
kad recognized the sovereignty of Duke
Hudspeth, and would wrpe other worlds
to do the same.

NIGHT FELL—appasently Ulysses
revolved ooce in thirty bours—and there
was festival aboard Carthage’s grounded
ship. She graced the head of a2 boog
table in the saloa, and Hudspeth sat at
the foot, with the crews of both craft
kming the sides. Wingate sat at Car-
thage’s nght hand, and Carthage treated
him with an embarrassed respect.

“I'm kung of th:s world,” Huodspeth
sd, I response to cnes for a speech.
“King —because | always thought that a
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That's rather unnecessary, ddSﬂhsmmmln
Im&mﬂy.ldlﬂnttopmoubﬂcmdm hm‘wmuﬁnna-uu

m months—and years—to come, that you'd better plan now to not caly buy the
mhwdhnw@gmh&w«lhwln}m Past
hastory sugpests: (a) that this novel will never be reprnted n any form—none of k
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1940, is gomng to be 2 task to be undertaken only by Jrunuuhmuni ;
are ol poeng 10 be :

Those with foresaght maght plan to preserve those four copees now and save
themselves trouble in the futore. lta.lnylhpptnL We average here about three
letters 2 week asking for back copies containing “Galactic Patrol.™ We don't have :
the February, 1938, 1ssue contaimng the last mstallment—havent had it for months, _ »
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of “Gray Lensman™ toixt utsbatamhnwhtgmd.

can be predicted: |
uckoown top-renk pew authors dunng the next year.
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Somewhat pressed for space by “In Tmmes to Come,” the raungs jor the
oy sswoe :pprar below., \'otxt t}m as promised, A. E vaa Vot has proven
himself ancther of Astounding’s new top-rank authors

1. Black Destroyer A*E van Vot

2 Greaten, Than Gods C. L. Moore "
3. Trends Isaac Asmov

4. Cay of the Cosmuc Rays Nat Schachner

5. When the Hali Gods Go Amela R. Long
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ERCHED ‘en Gic’ chromiom. br

Reacheng Mandly for his glass of beer,
the old man downed i, ncver taking hns
eyes from the thnikag “Talk of Two
Sun.” ’

Smmchanceoasly Half Ton Harry, the
larkecper, ®ut off the ragged rhythms
of the Martan orchestra on the radwo
< ame] switched 10 the polce tand.

"Qalbng all' cars,” a waxe cnal
“Proceed at once to spaceport. At-
tempted robbery of cargo bemng unloaded
from the S. S. Stergeld, just m from
Callisto. Thaeves are holed wp m sla-
ton Jounge. Use caution ; they are well
armed. Calbng 3Nl cars—"

The Lasky odd man smapped 10 atten-
ron, spallng the iree glass of beer whach
wanted at hs edbow. He heard 2 oud-
ficd cath comang from a darhened cor-
. ner booth pear the door,

“Inat pet excued! be called m
nendly toues 1o the bootl’s accupants,
“Harry jutt tapped anather heg ; these's

#}‘ for AN

ATMOSPHERICS _

by Ychr Yadng

estrated by Majyaa

Once . outsade the photocel-actuated

swmnging doors, he called 2 grecting
aflter the two Earthmen who'd been

They made no acknowladg-

Harry s

Frre, L '
cusses! To think, with all the sullen
natives around, guys wouldnt cven be

*



Bat what a comedown that had been
for a man of aton: from the delcate
T-lar of a super-stellitomac to the
suitches of the aruhoal-atmesphere
units. Plenty of responsbehty, though,
for . these umts, scattersmd thackly
throaghout Dedova, gave mdindual and

AST—] |

" But the door had closed. . The old
man swore softly. . ‘-"}‘é

. mfmuhnlheamdm'snl.?‘

“Wait up!” he called “T'm
down! Hew™ |
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AN ARMORED electric car rolied
from Spaceport Drive just them, ' ©

ot N
¥ Tk
. .

i Ll
4 LY - y 3 et

LM Y ks X
. il
i d B

k ] &
- y
- - e

L A o
u{~ o 4

“NVendromme™ came a Wu

“*You're Ixcaking regulations ; take lh_:

“Nuts™ Hugh saxd, gr'mit_qt__'_&- 7 A,
Cormuck, night mamager of the sus .-
levels, knowing that the fat hittle cuss
woulda't be w0 bold withoat the cab’s
protection. "By the way, No-Less, "
whatcha pot that started all the . ruckogs
at the port 2™ . |

McCormxk’s wild mane of cnmuon .
hair protruded now from the opencd
window, and his Bond face was con-
tocted like 2 moskey's as he roared: -
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*Vendrome, you blasted barfly, at's

ooe o your damn bouness ™

“Fire to you pow "™ grinned old Hugh,
“And
to thmk | ever tilted 2 glass with 3 red-

enjoyng the pleasant exchange

tasred ape bke you'™

*Whach | pasd for wnth pocd Earth
Jollars and whach you Slled 3 ure @
times 10 tickle that novme ~cheatmg throat
o yours'

Hogh was chockhog aodbly, Mc-
Cormack was splutterng threats and mo-
precations, and the guards withm the
cab were trung hard to keep straght
faces when the efevator stopped at sub-
fevel Nine.

Hugh grinned as McCommnck directend
the car mto a h.a"n;n whach took 11 to
the far side of the Jevel Fire, but Mc-
Cormack was the lad' Two drnnks mto
bam apd he'd buy the rounds unnl he
passed . Two drmls—no more,
no Jess! Whach s wby the nackname

No-Less.

‘;[t When the Latter,
/1‘)‘5* satretacinen, aod nul:'ng Arr Lon-

ENXNACTLY at five past madnaght, the
oldster stepped mto Asr Lnn:rnl, Jdomn
m Ten.

As the eveming watch shpped belat-
edly and blasphemonnly out of the door,
Hugh cawedd has lanky and venmerable
irame mto the beryl-steel dream of a
charr, shppeng the faded cushnon mnto
the small «f hes rheumate back |

Sweeping 2 quxch cye over 2l the
meters and recorders. be metantly knew

the «~tatos of the vanoas atmosphere
onats -

Jua thin the televivirplone hazzed
Merel, 3 routme call  An oxy-drunk
Calhaan demamimg an mmedate at-
munphers a>ljustment  The \ir Kmg
« hlyger]

Titing the luxurwars cdarr to 3 Klf-
hymg pe~atwar, Hogh adjuaed the it
pallow a2 ber. anel belued wp b foal o)
was dranmyg to

trod the munt ill-ventilated cumgpartment
m all" e, he fell 1o wodyving the

“ham to quid.aoene thirty years back. The

mmhhmm“
&mﬂum-tlumnﬁu-\k- |
at three, twistre whach required
specal . and an amiassador who
required dtl:n.lc atmospherxcs m hay
boudonr. .

Hugh Vendrome was 2 hundred and
ten years okd, whach s rather aged by
any standards, even thume of 2297
bot he dadn’t book i, satting there. Has
hasr, although snow-whate, was as thack
as ever, and hes wrinkled odd shkm was
roddy amd dhmng with health. Hns
teeth were hus omn and sound as vary.
Al as yeflow. That was due, no doole,
to has pepe, wbach 2 doctor had 1ol

doctor was dead now, h.u:lltghmd
bkely to go on jorever.

His twmkhng bloe eves were sl
heem and boght, and hes  blve-vewned
hands were steady. His reachons were
faq, hes digeston pood. (O course, he -
had had to stop catmg Martan sguops
—the plant from whach the native beer
1s brewed—for the somew hat mdagestibie
vines gave ham heartborm and the more
exhwlarating and more delxcate Bowers
were too expensive. Buot he had bas
prpe and, off waich, bes beer, and aoy
number of goxd buoks to read, both here

and there. The poblx hbrary was a
&mwmﬁm-hmmwd

with blick memones—memones whach
shoold dmn and dee but would not.

Yes, better memones.

You woukint have thouglt 2, the
way Hegh Vendrome acted, drnking,
carousmyg, johung. Aml be was m a
clear, happy frame of mmnd most of the
tune, for some of those memones wmere
fine, aod 1n them be hved wbhen he wmas
alome.

He'd just «tarte] wmrong, that’s all
Back mhen he was twenty he'd sagned
up en a2 Merwlan Corporatwn feesghter
and spent some of the hackest hours of
s youth swearmg aned sweatmg with
the stubborn atomsce.  Hardly a job for
a young fellom wmith the ambetwon to get




to tie top real quack —and with 2 oum-
m_u‘l tﬂmt—h:rntng i his beam.

He'd been glad when Sitan Wamer
had sgned him mmto his renegade crew
back m the Mount Kenva'port, Afnca.
Farti, lade lad leen casy and ex-
blaratmg albent pnethacal, until he met
Vigy Lavaame on Venus, Viege who
had heaghtened has hife for 3 moment and
kit hama with a2 new and finer code of
etincs,

Pat he'd better attend to business
That damned Callistan was getting the
. bends now from a sudden. violent drop
t. pressure and an excess of nntrogen.
LWhy n the dewce dudnt those bards
cvolve mght?  Delcate a5 a bunch of
\ roasian wiodets !

IL.

MEANWHILE, lots of things were
hagrenmyg in and around the sub-levels
of Dedova, Mars

Out n a2 sade branch of the intercaty
tu'wway’'s electromagnetsc sysiem a tmny
seli-powered tubecar hung, buoyed up
by the repelling clectne Belds. It
poesed  there, well off the straight
Delova-BaYi route, and wanted.

Two welldressed FEarthmen weanng
the band of the Protectorate, and carry-
g small cases under their arms, en-
tered the Rathskeller m Nine..and or-
dered double Scotch-and-sodas from the
peetiy wastress who came to their booth.

The large, bald-headed one said softly,
reassunngly to his young, nervous com-
| ST
* "Keep vour chin up, Nils. It's a
cnch down here. Up above, there were
tor many cops. but they're stull wp
there, see. and we don't have to po back
wp. Canavan's gk the tubecar wastng

* out mn the subwayv.

“"WeTll go mto McCormxk's office—
Cusionis  mspectors, remember—and
taat’s all there 1s to ™ '

The good-bkeoling  youth looke!
arvan | apprelenaely.

"Yeah, yeah. | know.” he whispered.

ATMOSPHERICS e

“Boat it's too risky. You heard the radio
m the bar—Sam. Joe, Bols. Daa; they
all gt 2! And well have the whole
Mendan Corporation va our necks if we
try to pull anvt'ung after what's already
bappened ™

“Sare. kad, the first job seems hard,
It dud to me. see! Bot we've got noth-
ing to worry aboat. We just wat catil
the armored car’s gooe back up: then
we go mio McCormack's office. Every-
thang 13 fixed for our escape. Once m
the tube for BuY: and we're set!
BuYi's outside of the Protectocate!
And you're not baciong out now ; you
know too damned much '™

“Shut wp: she’s comung with the
drmks ™ '

She—the jaunty Ixtle cap atop her
golden hair was labeled “Mane™—
smuled at the young Earthman as she
set the dnnks before the pasr. In this
dtxwmim'lohuh
you

the surface. Mr. McCormack s n has
office, weyghiog some cargo just m from
Callisto—"

“That's "™

“I beg your pardoa ” Mane asked

“Tha: dnnk hats the spot.” the bald
oae amended.

They hosshed thewr drnnks quxckly,
tipped ber gencrousdy, packed up thar
cases. and went owut mio the hall

Absently Mane placed the dishes n
the automatc washer ; then she decyded
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to go down to Air Coontrol and see dear
old Hogh. That young fellow—Nils,
the sterm man had called ham—was so
handsome, 0 different from the coarse
fellows who came m on the fresghters.
She'd bke 10 tell the Air King about
him; Huogh knew so much about the
affairs of the heart,
There wockdnt be any more cus-
tamers, probably, unid after four, and
il there were, they could put therr coms
mdo the automatc moung unts. [ here
really wasn't much work for ber, any-
way, with all the robot cqupment
areund.

IN THE MAIN offiice, warchouse
three, sub-level Nme, McCormack was
engaged i werghing and taggng 2 nom-
ber of lead pellets about tem centimeters
Jong by three thick. As be worked there
alone, he mumbled to haumself m 2 tooe

that mdicated great annoyance.

"Darm!™ be was saving. “Here |
am McCormuck No-Less—ok, plague
take that mckmame, anvway, and plague
nhthlﬂqh\tndrm'—qhm-
ager © the whole sub-level, weghing
Jead pulls Eke a drugstore derk. O
course, the fact that there's a spot o
radiom n cach pedl maght alter the mat-
ter. But the same. dome by 8 clerk,
weuld let my tited old body rest ©
naghts, ‘stead o' beng used for a tar-
et by a2 bunch of crocks!
“Damn, but I'm sieepy! One o'cdock
m the mom 13 no it tume to be work-
mg. Foo a voung, romantx jool bke
| ueed to be, sure and one 3. m. was
fre encugh. But not for werk, then
of pow !

“Whv in the name of Saturn’s girdle
Jo Callstan express slups come m 2
nght? They could come mn much bet-
ter at neon, with the blessngs o' No-
[ess, "ead ¢ a2t medoght with s
curses. Well, sca done ™

He paused 2 moment as a hght
fashed. Ancther scbway tubecar com-
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mg i from BaYn and be knew what
was gong 10 happen. The Martan -
teraty tubecars, drawn and pushed by
clectromagnets, were whoppers, mdeed !
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