































































































































































































































































































Catch More Fish...
AUTOMATICALLY',

Here's o really clever new invention that now automatically
enables you to catch those fish you've been losing. Human' reaction
is often oo slow fo set the hook at the right instant, so Bob-O-
it for you automatically. The instant a fish bites

! the automatic trigger goes to work ot lightning speed set.
ting the hook firmly in the mouth of the fish in just 1/50 of o sec-
ond. YOUR FISH IS CAUGHT! Takes only one second fo re-set trig-
ger. Fish over and over until you've cought more than you can

carry. Don't delay! Order now and really enjoy fishing at its very
best Complete with instructions

Cast more effectivaly with Bob-
O-Matic than with ordinary
floating rigs because the weight
is concentrated in one place
close fo the sinker and the
baited hook

Bob-O-Matic assures you of coming home
th the biggest catch and the most ad-

ﬁona\ . than 2, ng glances. You can fish off a boat,
Sens3 effectively = Beidge;-Ieuve_ for o -drink; or- lake-n
= e der nap. Bob-O-Matic does the work for you.
. s\-: u‘,,, (\ut “ e e It hooks the fish and keeps him hooked.
ordin! ally 4 1P
o
« Avtom® doe 1©
e g fish o
red
o permits © 5 position a‘ ° Sportsman’s Post Dept. DA-S
5 possid o ““:u“, i V/50 /8 Lynbrook, N. Y. 1
& 0 0§ Rush Bob-O-Matic automatic fisher to me
J @ once on 10 day free tril offer at $1.98 i
O Send C.O.D. 1 will pay etimen on de-
= :nvuyl plus a 'zw. :esmx posta ot I
encloze paymen poraments Post wh
Money Back Guarantee I = oo

Bob-O-Matic is guaranteed to catch fish automatically. l Nome .. = B
If you're not 100% delighted, your money will be { ]
refunded. Address
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98 SMASHING DETECTIVE STORIES

here. ... Paula’s father was across the
room, wrapped in a dressing gown,
with his face flushed and his eyes
bright with fever. He had no right to
be here, but you couldn’t keep him in
bed with all this excitement going on.
‘What matter? Sloane realized now that
this policeman Moor didn’t know any-
thing about the past; that had been
Sloane’s frenzied assumption. But the
foundry payroll was gone; and Lam-
bert and De Ford would think that
Sloane had  double-crossed them;
they’d ’phone to the authorities in Den-
ver; the horrible past of Paula’s fa-
ther would be raked up. . ..

“That man in the purple mask said
he had done you a favor,” Paula was
whispering. “What did he mean?”

A favor? Sleane had no idea....

“HEY, SHERIFF! My God, come
down here!” It was the voice of
one of the men calling from outside,
where the growing daylight had dis-
closed the bodies of Lambert and De
.Ford, lying in a distant clump of rocks,
half buried by the snow. Both were
knifed. In Lambert’s pocket was a
woman’s chamois jewel bag. The bag of
Doris Kent. Her name was in it, scrib-
bled on a bit of paper. And the bag was
empty. This hijacker had robbed the
thieves of their loot.

Everybody thought, of course, that
that was his only motive. Everybody
but Sloane, who knew that it was the
murder of Torgenson of fifteen years
ago—and perhaps mostly the stran-
gling of a sick little boy a week ago—
which now were avenged.

And abruptly Sloane realized that
here in this waiting room, two hours

ago, he had come so very close to mur-
dering Moor—if the man in the purple
mask hadn’t intervened!

They - were opening Sloane’s safe
now. Very strange, very inexplicable
things indeed had happened here to-
night, for despite Moor’s and Sloane’s
tale of a masked bandit, there seemed
to be nothing missing from the littered
safe. Certainly the foundry payroll was
here. It had been taken by the man in
the purple mask, Sloane realized, so
that Sloane could not give it to the
blackmailers; and then later, the mys-
terious bandit had replaced it in the
safe!

“What the devil were you doing
breaking the lock of that partition
door?” Moor murmured presently to
Sloane.

The weight of the world seemed sud-
denly to have lifted from the amazed
Sloane, and he smiled.

“I'm sorry I attacked you, Ser-
geant, he said. “I’ve got a hot temper
sometimes. You had me all wrong—
I was taking that doorlock off to fix it,
not to smash it.”

Then Arthur Sloane was holding his
young wife close, and kissing her. “It’s
&l right now, Paula,” he whispered.
“Everything is so much more all right
than you realize.”

But her mind was on a beautiful ac-
tress in Denver, with a little son who
wasn’t very well. And to Paula Sloane
then came a vision of that grotesque
figure in the purple mask, with tragic
eyes as he had stared at her; and then
had climbed through the window,
shambling off like a great ape to lose
himself in the shadows of the stormy
darkness.

ANSWER

to the Riddle of
“The. Cigaret Clue”

If it had been an accident, the
cigaret would have been entirely
consumed by the flames, Since part of
the cigaret was found, that showed it
had been planted after the fire had
done most of the damage.

*
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