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Publisher’s Page

Well, the you-know-what has certainly hit the fan! And while on the
surface it appears that the censorship problems being discussed in the
media these days pertain only to sex magazines, films, and videos, we
would be closing our eyes to reality if we believed that what starts there
will end there.

Any time a small group of fanatics moves heaven and earth to effect
legislation that will change the ways in which all of us live our lives, then
it is time for all of us to be frightened. While you and I (hypothetically
speaking, of course) may not be interested in the sexual exploits of others,
it does not mean that some others are not interested in ours. While you
and I might be willing to live and let live, these same others are not. And
they mean to impose their will on all of us.

What we find specifically frightening is the possibility that these peo-
ple will get what they want in the marketplace: no more sexually oriented
materials to be sold to anyone, adults included. Why? Because their next
foray into the field of human behavior — if they are successful this time
— may be an attack on our political views, those that differ with theirs,
or with a different group ,of fanatics. Suppose this or another group
decides they don’t like the way some of us practice our religions, or the
fact that some of us don’t practice any religion at all? It seems fairly
obvious to us that one successful assault on one freedom guaranteed by
our Constitution will lead to more assaults on other freedoms. Do women
and blacks really want to take a chance on losing their voting powers?
Do non-Christians really want to take a chance on having to live in a coun-
try with a state sanctioned religion?

Small possibility of any of this happening, you might be thmkmg, no
way will we regress to that level of government. But you’re wrong if you
think that. This nation was founded by people who learned that fanatics
once in power are able to do whatever they choose, because power means
the ability to do anything.

Let us, we who like to read, who think, who live probably very nice
ordinary lives, let us understand that the censorship fight now going on
is our fight. As citizens of this country, we cannot sit by and let the rights
of others be abrogated without offering some kind of assistance. If we
do, then we get what we deserve: there will be no one there to help us
when our own rights are abrogated. Pastor Martin Niemoller, a famous
activist against Nazism some four decades ago, said it best:

“In Germany, they first came for the communists and I didn’t speak
up because I wasn’t a communist. Then they came for the Jews but I didn’t

continued on page 6
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continued from page 3 :
speak up because I wasn’t a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists.

Then they came for the Catholics but I didn’t speak up because I was
a Protestant. Then they came for me but by this time there was no one
left to speak up.”’

Please write your congressman, senator, the president, whomever and
however many government officials you can and tell them you are an
adult who enjoys freedom of choice and wishes — intends — to go on
exercising that freedom.

Let’s not wait until it’s too late and there’s nothing to say except, “‘I
should have. . .when I had the chance.”

ABOUL. . .
People

Tom “Rider” McDowell, American born free-lance journalist
who formerly plied his trade in London and Paris, now
resides in New York City and counts the United States his
journalistic territory. He has just completed his first thriller
novel, for which we wish him tons of Good Luck!

Catherine Logan has been writing
novels for eight years and though
unpublished as yet has British
agents who are most encouraging.
She sent us her first ever short
story (we couldn’t be happier —
it’s great!) and we’re hoping she’ll
become a ‘“‘regular” at ESPIO-
NAGE. A world traveler, young son
and daughter notwithstanding,
Logan has just recently made her
newest home in Israel.

While serving four years with military intelligence, eight
years as a police officer specializing in forensics, and ten
years as a freelance investigator for attorneys may not be re-
quired for all espionage writers, his experiences have cer-
tainly served Steve Mitchell well. He’s sold us a couple of
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stories already and is doing very well for a Johnny come-
lately in the writing business.

Phillip Ballard is a teacher, a car-
penter, and a freelance writer, who
enjoys travel, photography, and
collecting political campaign mem-
orabilia. He’s also a new contributor
to ESPIONAGE. Welcome, Phil.

Esther K. Schulz wrote her first
spy story for us. Her published
credits include short stories for
children, two of which have been
included in anthologies, several
nostalgia pieces, book reviews and
music reviews. She is also a past-
president of the Santa Cruz
County (California) branch of the
National League of American Pen
Women. Besides her writing ca-
reer, Mrs. Schulz is a retired librar-
ian and musician. Whew.

Prior to submitting materials to ES-
PIONAGE, Duane Crowley placed
a number of stories with Dialogue
Magazine and won the ‘‘Victorin
Award” for the best fiction printed
in that publication in 1981. Other-
wise, Duane flew in B-25s during
WWII and in B-29s in the Korean
Conflict, including some recon-
naisance missions over Soviet
Russia. He holds the retired rank
of Lt. Colonel, USAE
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B O O kS by Brian Burley

THE DOUBLE MAN, by William S.
Cohen and Gary Hart. Published by

= L Avon Books, New York, NY, Feb.,
T e 1986. PB, 342 pp.
3: Senator Tom Chandler, a presiden-

| tial hopeful, is a most unlikely pro-
DO‘“B{L } tagonist in this ho-hum novel of ter-
: rorism and conspiracy. After a brutal

M AN terrorist attack wipes out the family
S o of Chandler’s best friend, U.S.
WILLIAM S.COREN Secretary of State Woodrow Wilson
- \ Harrold, on a Washington D.C. street,

, Chandler is appointed to head up the

\

investigation. Interpreting his man-
date broadly, Chandler investigates a diverse brew of current
and past terrorist events, including the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy, and the role of the Soviet Union in interna-
tional terrorism. The investigation steps on the feet of a
number of high ranking persons, including the “Double
Man” of the title, an unidentified Soviet mole high in the
ranks of the Senate Intelligence Committee. Chandler pushes
on, despite all attempts to stop him.

The authors spend a great deal of time showing us the in-
ner workings of the U.S. Senate, and the mechanism of an
investigation of this type. We are also treated to a large dose
of “‘justification” for close congressional supervision of the
intelligence process. Some of the background of this story
is interesting and valuable, but, on the whole, I just couldn’t
get into it. :

HEMINGWAY’S NOTEBOOK, by Bill Granger. Published
by Crown Publishers, Inc., New York, NY, 1986. HB, 248 pp.
This is the 6th of Granger’s “November Man” novels. As
this one opens, ‘“November,’ also known as Devereaux, is

8 Espionage



living quietly in Lausanne with Rita Macklin. As far as he
knows, all of the agencies that were looking for him think
he is dead. The devious Colonel Ready knows better, how-
ever. When he needed Devereaux in an unsavory plot, he
found just the right way to get his attention: Ready kid-
napped Rita and threatened to expose Devereaux if he did
not cooperate. Having no choice, Devereaux agrees to help.
Soon he and Rita are on their separate ways to the impover-
ished Caribbean island of St. Michel, where Ready is the head
of the army.

This is one of the better wheels-within-wheels stories I've
come across recently. Ready’s plot is much more complex
than it first appears, and Devereaux is faced with a supreme
challenge in foiling it. The best part, however, is Devereaux’s
revenge. When this is completed, not only has Ready got-
ten his just desserts but Devereaux has also set in motion
events which will put the myth of “November” to rest for-
ever. A good read. Recommended.

MOSCOW RULES, by Robert Moss.
Published by Pocket Books, NY, NY,
December, 1985. PB,439 pp.

The idea of a change in govern-
ment of the Soviet Union is not one
which has been well explored in our
genre, perhaps because the writers
felt it was so improbable it was not
worth bothering with, or that the
resultant world without the “evil em-

= pire’’ would be simply indescribable.
T Well, here is the fantasy most of us
2 have been waiting for.

Sasha Preobrazhinsky is a high ranking member of Soviet
Military Intelligence, the GRU. He also has family connec-
tions in high places and thus has access to the best that Soviet
society has to offer. The first part of the book traces his
career, from impoverished student to his enlistment in the
army, and his rise through the ranks. We see him training
with the Soviet Special Forces, the Spetsnaz, follow him
through a “diplomatic” posting in New York, and finally to
a command in Afghanistan, where he is severely wounded.

Espionage 9



All through this period, he is becoming more and more
dissatisfied with what he sees around him. When he returns
to Moscow, he attempts to do something about it.

The description of Soviet society and of the GRU that is
presented here is highly authentic, showing much of the
same background as INSIDE SOVIET MILITARY INTELLI-
GENCE reviewed favorably in this column recently. Author-
ities differ as to whether the kind of coup mounted by
Preobrazhinsky could succeed in real life, but the fictional
version is quite plausible. The book as a whole is a very fine
read. Even knowing what happened (I read the last pages
after the first chapter), I couldn’t put it down until I'd found
out how it happened. I would really like to see a sequel to
this one. Highly recommended.

/ A TALK. WITH . THE

ANGELS, by Desmond Meir-
ing. Published by St. Martin’s

G_ELS Press, New York, NY, 1985.
HB, 293 pp.

Dmgmmme Islamic terrorists in Cairo

mﬂ\\ﬁ“‘y had reason to dislike and fear
Tarek Daniel Gad. As a colonel
in charge of a secret anti-

terrorist police group, he had
interfered several times with
their attempts to establish a
fundamentalist Islamic Repub-
lic in Egypt. So when mem-
bers of the Malaikat es-Sayf,
the Angels of the Sword, saw
one of their brothers talking
furtively to Gad, the deaths of both became necessary. Gad,
however, was not an easy man to kill. With the aid of his
long time partner Sergeant Raafat Khalil, and a little help
from Israeli Intelligence, he puts a stop to the Angels’ plan
for “an anniversary of an anniversary.”’

Gad is an interesting and well developed character. As a
moderate, non-Islamic, Egyptian patriot, he is a fine vehicle
for conveying author Meiring’s informed outsider’s outlook
and familiarity with Cairo and with Middle Eastern affairs
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in general. Meiring also portrays the terrorists as intelligent
and highly dedicated young people with real grievances; the
alternating shifts of viewpoint make for an interesting read.
You might even pick up a word or two of Arabic or Hebrew.
Highly recommended.

LOADED QUESTIONS, by

LOADED Philip Loraine. Published by St.
QUEST'ONS Martin’s Press, New York, NY,
1986. HB, 176 pp.

Steve Lathan had a secret
past, and it caused him night-
mares and fainting spells. Holly
Lathan also had one, and it was
tied in with her husband’s, but
he didn’t know it. Tom Wood
and David Cameron were top
notch investigative reporters for
a top British newspaper, and the
story they were on would have
the by-product of bringing the
Lathans’ little secrets into the
open. They were all brought
together by the manipulations of Anthony Markham, whose
motives for stirring up a ten year old mess were not what
they seemed.

This is a small book, bursting with ideas. The various
secrets of the past, and the motives of the puppet master
when revealed, are consistent and make sense. I think it
could have been a very good book if the author had ex-
panded on the ideas and the action and developed the
characters more. As it was, the book was far too short, and
as I write this review two days after I've finished the book
only some hints of the complexity of the character of
Markham remain in my memory. I did enjoy it, in a mild
way, and I think the average reader will, too, but I'd wait
for the paperback.

THE GOLD FRAME, by Herbert Resnicow. Published by
Avon Books, New York, NY, 1986. PB, 246 pp.

Alexander Gold is a brilliant, unorthodox, overweight
detective in the mold of Nero Wolfe. His unorthodoxy ex-

Espionage
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tends to his refusal to call himself a detective: he is a con-
sultant. His adventures are narrated by his wife Norma, who
is a bit of a character, herself, and who, of course, contributes
to his investigations. Again, like Nero Wolfe, there is very
little action in the book: Gold is a quiet, methodical in-
vestigator, who makes great leaps of logic to solve the
mystery. The book is carried by the characters.

In this case, the Golds are called upon to solve the mystery
of a painting that ought to be a fake, and isn’t. Their client,
the wealthy patron of a museum, is an old scoundrel whose
intelligence and deviousness are almost the equal of Alex-
ander Gold. The two villains, one of whom becomes the
victim, are also high on the sneaky/nasty index. Eventually,
Gold reveals an ingenious way to commit an impossible
murder to a Wolfean gathering of the characters. All in all,
the story is a four-way battle of wits that carries the reader
along with it. This is the pick of the bunch this time. Highly
recommended.

THE RIGHT TO SING THE BLUES, by John Lutz. Published
by St. Martin’s Press, New York, NY, 1986. HB, 175 pp.

Private Investigator Nudger is an ex-cop in his own, not
very successful, private business. He’s based in St. Louis and
has friends on the local Police force. His love life is not what
he would like it to be. Sound familiar? It is, but it is redeemed
somewhat by the character, himself, and by competent
writing. There have been several previous Nudger novels.
In this one, Nudger is called to New Orleans on behalf of
a friend of a friend, who runs a jazz club, to investigate some-
one who doesn’t quite add up. Nudger looks around, and
things certainly don’t add up. He meets his share of baddies,
gets knocked around a bit, and eventually everything works
out all right.

I liked the character, who is one of those all too human
types popular in recent detective fiction. If I come across
another book featuring him, I will probably remember him
enough to want to read it. I have never been in New Orleans
but some of the brief descriptive passages made me wonder
what it might be like to go there. In short, I enjoyed the book,
in a2 mild sort of way. I only wish it had been longer, so that
the character could be explored in more detail.
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AR, .

V | d e O [ by Carl Martin

There’s good news: the price of pre-recorded video-
cassettes may be coming down. Public-domain features have
always been reasonably priced, although their quality has
varied from excellent to unviewable, and the large companies
have offered occasional promotions where the suggested
retail price of a tape might be as low as $24.95, but Prism
Entertainment has just released a number of copyrighted
titles with a suggested price of only $11.95! That’s lower than
many of the ancient public domain titles.

I haven’t seen the titles Prism is offering, so I can’t really
recommend them, however, THE GATHERING STORM,
which stars Richard Burton as Winston Churchill, sounds as
though it may be of particular interest to Espionage readers.
So, the next time you’re in your favorite video store, ask
about these bargain tapes. Any effort to cut prices must be
encouraged.

This time there are a few outstanding films to talk about:

THE FALCON & THE SNOWMAN
(Vestron Video; 1984; 131 min.;
rated R) is the story of two very
different boyhood friends who
become involved in a deadly game
of espionage, selling national secrets
to the Russians. It stars Oscar win-
ner Timothy Hutton as Christopher
Boyce, the son of an FBI agent and
the brains of the pair, and Sean Penn
as his friend and courier. The film
is based upon an Edgar Award-
winning fact crime book. If any-

T thing, the film is even more grip-

onon @ ping than the book, thanks to the
outstanding performances of its two young stars. The
reproduction is very good, too.

Espionage 13



KILLER FORCE (Vestron Video;
1975; 100 min.; NR) is the story of
s LESR a small group of mercenaries pitted
against the security force at a large
African diamond mine. In a totally
unsympathetic role, Telly “Kojac”
Savalas plays the security chief;
Hugh O’Brian, OJ. Simpson and
Christopher Lee are mercenaries;
and Peter Fonda is—well, you'd bet-
ter see the movie and decide for
yourself. There’s plenty of action
and enough twists and turns of plot
to keep your hand off the pause
button.

SOLDIER OF ORANGE (Cinema-
theque Collection from Media
Home Entertainment; 1978; 144
min.; NR) is the true story of one of
Holland’s WWII resistance heroes
and stars Rutger Hauer in the film
that brought him to the attention of
American audiences. The film is in
Dutch with English subtitles, but
don’t let that put you off. I usually
hate movies where I have to read
the dialogue, but I loved this one.
And since about half the scenes take
place in England or with English
characters, there isn’t as much
reading as you might expect. Hap-
plly, it'sa hlgh quahty reproduction, and that extends to the
subtitles — they are sharp, clear, and well-defined.

i
RUTHER HRVEH
o

There are three outstanding offerings that won’t have very
broad appeal. However, the viewers who like them, will like
them very much:

DICK TRACY’S G-MEN (Video Communications, Inc;
1939; 305 min.; NR) is a 15-chapter serial based very loosely
on the popular comic-strip character created by Chester
Gould. Here, Dick Tracy is an FBI agent and his foe is Zarnoff,
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an international spy and espionage agent who is after
America’s secrets. Each chapter ends in a cliff-hanger that
adds to the fun. This is a chance to “return to those thrill-
ing days of yesteryear,’ as the Lone Ranger’s announcer used
to say. If you’re old enough, this will bring back fond
memories of Saturday matinees, nickel popcorn, the de-
lighted screams of your friends. If you’re not, it’s still a campy
treat. One of ten Dick Tracy serials and features offered by
the company, it stars Ralph Byrd and Phyllis Isley.

KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN
(Charter Entertainment; 1985; 119
min.; rated R) is the story of a
friendship that begins in a brutal
Latin American prison. Two very
different men, a political prisoner
and a convicted, homosexual child-
molester, share the same cell.
William Hurt (remember GORKY
PARK?) won the ‘“Best Actor’”” award
at the Cannes Film Festival for his
role.as the homosexual, and Raul

* iy %y
_ RisS O{% Julia is equally strong in his role as

o -« SPIDER WOMAN the political prisoner. Through
. flashbacks and ‘“‘movies’’ the
EEEMEE® homosexual tells to entertain his

S I cell partner, we learn about the

characters and how they came to be where they are. Brazilian
actress Sonia Braga stars in the movies-within-the-movie in
three separate roles, including the title character. This is a
strong, realistic film, not for the squeamish, but its story of
prison life, heroism, and emotional love is too full of in-
telligence and wit to miss. It’s a very moving film I plan to
see again.

MADMAN (United Entertainment, Inc.; 1979; 92 min.;
rated PG) stars Sigourney Weaver, Michael Beck, Alan
Feinstein and F. Murray Abraham in a badly flawed film that
has some great moments. Actually, there are three stories:
Russian immigrant Boris Abramovitch arrives in Israel filled
with hatred and longing for revenge against the Russians.
He manages to get himself assigned a military border post

Espionage
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opposite a place where Russian advisors are staying and
refuses to let anything come between him and his vengeance.
Stan Gould, a New York doctor serving in the Israeli army;,
is having trouble deciding whether to stay or return to the
U.S. And Marco Cohen, a small-time pimp and malingerer,
just wants to get his service time over so he can get back
to his life. Any of the three stories might have been good
enough to make a movie, but none of them are told very
well. However, E. Murray Abraham (remember him in
AMADEUS?) nearly steals the film in his role as the pimp.
It needed a better writer and director—in this case, they were
both the same man. But the film is worth seeing despite its
flaws.

“l TOLD you not to fly over Soviet air space!”
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ABOUT.

Other Things

A New Plan for Soviet Defectors

Accumulating evidence that the
CIA has grievously botched its job
of handling Soviet defectors has
led to a drastic plan: the job will
be taken away from the agency
and given to the FBI. The plan,
which is certain to restir the
historic resentment between the
two agencies, was formulated after
the abortive Yurchenko affair and
continuing publicity about the
agency’s inept handling of other
_defectors.

A Spy Scandal Brewing?

There may be a real nasty spy
scandal brewing within the Ameri-
can ‘‘star wars’’ apparatus, cur-
rently the most closely-guarded of
all American military development
programs.

The program, a high-priority
target of the KGB, may in fact have
been penetrated. First, a high-level
engineer working on ‘“‘star wars”’
research has disappeared. The
engineer had a top secret security
clearance, and his recent mysteri-
ous disappearance, some counter-
intelligence officials fear, might
mean he has gone behind the Iron
Curtain.

Worse was the even more

by Ernest Volkman

mysterious suicide of an Army col-
onel, who was involved in secret
research. Army officials claim the
suicide was probably the result of
charges that he may have com-
mitted what were described as
“minor travel improprieties,”’ an
account that makes little sense:
why would a highly-decorated
Army colonel commit suicide over
such a relative triviality?

The real fear is that the two
events may be related; in other
words, both the colonel and the
engineer were selling secrets to the
Soviets. When the engineer disap-
peared, the colonel, assuming the
man had defected, feared his own
spying would be exposed and com-
mitted suicide. It’s only a theory,
at this point, but it makes a lot
more sense than the official Army
version.

The He/She/It Case

French counterintelligence of-
ficials are still trying to figure this
one out.

It seems that Bernard Boursicot,
a junior member of the French
Foreign Service, was posted to
Peking in 1967. Boursicot had a
security clearance for the sensitive
post, but a background check

Espionage 17
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failed to reveal that he had an
abiding passion for female flesh.
In fact, something of an obsession,
a danger signal in the world of
Cold War espionage, for too pas-
sionate an attachment to the
female of the species tends to
make a man in a sensitive position
vulnerable to certain forms of
blandishment.

Which leads us to an individual
thus far identified only as a
“Madame Wong.” According to the
French sleuths, Ms. Wong, an ex-
quisitely beautiful female singer
with the Chinese opera (a highly-
regarded art form in China), at-
tracted Boursicot’s attention. And
before you could say “Look out,
Bernard,” he had fallen hopelessly,
madly, and passionately in love
with her.

As the relationship deepened,
Wong began pressing her French
lover for details on the interesting
secrets he had spotted during
work at the embassy. And before
long, Boursicot was bringing her
little interesting tidbits, much as
another lover might bring candy
or flowers.

Thus far, it all sounds like the
classic espionage scenario. As any
reader might have guessed by now,
Ms. Wong was an agent of Chinese
intelligence, who had set about to
ensnare M’sieur Boursicot. But
there is an extra little twist: Ms.
Wong is, in fact, Mr. Wong. Despite
outwardly female beauty, Wong,
French counterintelligence agents
discovered, was mostly a man.
That is to say, he/she/it was both



male and female.

That discovery led the French
agents back to Boursicot: they
wondered whether the diplomat
had ever determined his lover’s
sex. Boursicot was shocked to
hear that his lover was not entirely
female and claimed he had no idea
of any gender confusion.

This has left everybody scratch-
ing their heads. Think of the im-
plications: a Frenchman, of all
people, did not make a positive
determination of a lover’s gender?
Sacre bleu!

On a more serious note, mean-
while, Boursicot is in very big
trouble. The French government
has charged him with spying,
along with (fill in the blank) Wong.

Musical Chairs in Romania
Life has been difficult for Lieu-
tenant General Nicolae Plesita,
head of the Romanian intelligence
service. Eight years ago, one of his
top aides defected to the CIA and
told all the secrets of Plesita’s of-
fice. Infuriated, Romanian leader
Nicolae Ceausecu bounced Plesita
out of his job (for a while, there
were rumors that Plesita was so
deeply in disgrace he had been
sent to work as an ordinary
laborer on road construction pro-
jects). But Plesita managed to talk
himself back into his job by dint
of what must have been one of the
greatest self-defenses of all time.
Things were running smoothly
again for Plesita—until last month,
when another top aide defected,
this time to the British. Now even

more enraged, Ceausecu fired
Plesita again. And this time he’s
not coming back! Honest!

The Earhart Case

The case of Amelia Earhart has
continued to fascinate students of
espionage for several decades, ever
since her plane disappeared in the
Pacific in 1937.

There have been persistent
whispers for years that the famed
aviatrix, although officially on a
long-distance flight, was actually
doing some espionage on the side
to check up on fortifications being
built on Japanese-held islands.
Other reports suggest her plane
crash-landed on Japanese territory
after mechanical trouble forced it
down; the Japanese, worried that
she might later reveal the extent of
their secret fortifications, killed
her and hid the body in an un-

“marked grave, then destroyed her

plane. ;

No evidence has ever been
found to prove these assertions,
but new material has recently
come to light which suggests that
Earhart did meet with death at the
hands of the Japanese. According
to this new evidence, natives in the
area where her plane crashed say
they saw the Japanese take her
away, and also saw her plane be-
ing lifted out of the water by a
Japanese vessel.

What happened to Earhart after
that? The eyewitnesses don’t know
but point out that after she was
taken away they never saw her
again.
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LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR

Dear Jackie:

Last Friday I had the pleasure of
substitute-teaching a class of third-
graders at the American elemen-
tary school here in Erlangen, West
Germany. I had them writing short
stories at English time, and
thought you’d get a kick out of the
enclosed, by eight-year-old Vin-
cent Byrd.

TRAVELING SPI’S
by Vincent Byrd

Once upon a time there was a
famous family that traveled
around the world. One day they
took an airplane to Russia. They
were really spi’s for America so
they can find out when and where
Russia plans to drop the bom.
When they arived they went to the
luggage area and got there luggage.
When the luggage man asked him
to open the luggage he did and got
thru O.K. (The spy weapons were
under all the clothes.) So they took
a taxi to a hotel the taxi driver took
them to the wrong hotel and that
was the Russian headquarters so
they snooped around and found
out when the Russians were going
to atack. They were going to atack
at 1400 hours tomorrow so that
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day they took the next Jet plane to
America. When they got back they
told Commander Brown he told
the Genarls, Corpals, Captains,
Sargants, G.i’s, M.P’s and the
privates. The next day they were
ready. There were traps in the
woods, minds under the ground.
The Soiders had garnaids, knifes,
exploses and electric machine
guns. That day the war began ex-
zacaly the time the spi’s reported.
The war lasted eight days and
twenty hours. That was the
longest war in war history. That
day was a real happy day for the
army.

They had many other wars but
there was never a war worst and
longer than the war you just read

about. THE END

If you print this, I'm sure several
of your armament-hip readers will
write in to bitch about the electric
machine guns—but my own
opinion is that they add exzacaly
the right touch to the piece.

And by the way: if you do want
to print Vincent’s story, you can
send the check to me and I'll see
that he gets it. I won’t even sub-
tract an agent’s commission—but
when the movie rights sell, I'm



taking my 10%!
Josh Pachter
Erlangen, West Germany

Dear Josh (and Vincent): The
check is in the mail. Honest! I'm
sure our readers will enjoy Vin-
cent’s story as much as we did.
And, Vincent, you're surely the
youngest paid, published author
ever! Congratulations! .

Dear Editor:

Recently I started a subscription
to your magazine, and I must say
that I enjoyed it. I wish that I had
known about it earlier. I expect my
future issues will be just as good
as my first issues were.

One story that prompted me to
write was the two-parter, ‘“‘Non-
Interference, by Janwillem Van de
Wetering. The author used the
ninja in the story and, though I en-
joyed the first installment, the con-
clusion let me down.

The author described the ninja
as being Chinese. Well, the ninja
may have had Chinese origins but
ninja is Japanese. They got their
start in feudal Japan working as
spies and assassins. Much of what
they did in Japanese history is lost
but the art of ninjitsu is still kept
alive.

The throwing star, shuriken,
was originally called ‘‘shaker”
Shuriken were throwing dirks or
spikes. Today it is popular to call
the throwing star or the dirks,
shuriken.

The use of the shuriken was not

for killing. It was better suited for
harassing an opponent. They may
have been dipped in a poison to
kill but usually they were not.

The ninja were masters of
disguise. The two businessmen (in
the story) could have been the
ones who murdered Mr. Dzung.
Since they were suspects, all they
would have had to do is act
clumsy and all suspicion would be
erased.

As I stated, I was a little bit
displeased with the conclusion. I
could think of other ways of do-
ing it but, if I had, I am sure some-
one else would be displeased. 1
could never have come up with
this ending but I know that, when
I think about it, it makes sense.

I enjoyed your interview with
David Morrell. I read First Blood
after the movie came out' but
missed it at the box office. I en-
joyed it. Then I read Blood Oath.
That was good, too.

In short, I enjoy your magazine.
The movie video cassette reviews,
book reviews, and the stories, real
and imagined, are all right. Keep
it up and may next year be better
than last.

James F. Heald
Ashland, KY

I think one of the best things
about our. “Letters to the Editor”
column is the occasional letter
wherein a reader tells us more
about one element of a past story

' than we knew—or might ever

know. Thanks for all your com-
ments, Mr. Heald.
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Dear Editor:

Congratulations on reaching
your anniversary issue. I wish you
the best of luck and I have happily
renewed my subscription.

I would like to take issue,
however, with something Guy
Graybill said in his article, “The
War Which Never Ends,’” which
appeared in the February '86 ES-
PIONAGE. After a summary of
famous biblical spies, he says:
“Really organized spy systems,
however, didn’t appear until the
17th century.” This couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth. Spying is in-
deed the second oldest profession,
and goes back as far as civilization
itself. There is no lack of
documentation to prove this,
either. The ancient empires of
Egypt, Assyria and Persia all had a
well-developed tradition of cen-
trally organized intelligence-
gathering. They were both effi-
cient and all-pervasive.

For the last two years, I have
been teaching a course at
Georgetown University on “Es-
pionage in the Ancient World,”
and I'm happy to say we have not
run out of ancient spies yet.
Readers interested in pursuing this
topic might look at Francis Dvor-
nik’s Origins of Intelligence Ser-
vices as a good introduction to the
subject.

Rose Mary Sheldon
Washington, D.C.

See what I mean about readers
who know more than is generally
known about a subject! After we
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received the above letter from Ms.
Sheldon, we also received an ar-
ticle that is, coincidentally, our
‘Quest’’ feature for ‘“‘Spying
Through Time’ this month.
Thanks for all of it, Rose Mary.

Dear Publisher:

I find the articles about real life
spies very interesting. It’s the old
story: truth is stranger than fic-
tion. If anyone had written a book
similar to the recent Walker case,
the critics would probably have
dismissed it as impossible.

A little disappointed in the
Quiller story—very obvious, and I
do love the Quiller books. My top
favorites are John Le Carr€’s Tinker
Iailor, Soldier, Spy, Trevanian’s
Shibumi, Ludlum’s Bourne Iden-
tity. Would like to see a list of the
books you would consider to be
the best spy stories for the past ten
years. Keep up the good work!

A. Takirian
North Bergen, NJ

Ha! All I'm willing to own up
to is bhaving read all three of the
above-named books, having liked
all three of them, and baving
loved Shibumi.

Dear Ms. Lewis:

Congratulations on a remark-
able First Anniversary issue. If you
continue to publish stories of the
high quality found therein the
magazine should be around for
many anniversaries to come. I
especially liked the cover. The
Queen of Spades is my favorite



card and this one exemplifies her

perfectly; beautiful but deadly.
Keep up the good work.

Rik Hunik

Quesnel, B.C. Canada

Thanks! What is that expres-
sion: “From your mouth to God’s
ears!”

Dear Jackie:

Congratulations! You have
brought ESPIONAGE Magazine to
a level of skill, wit, variety, art, and
just plain quality, that puts it on a
par with any magazine on the
shelf. I am currently enjoying—as
well as admiring—your anniver-
sary issue. It’s really a magnificent
piece of work, even without con-
sidering the short span of time the
magazine has been in existence. If
you ever had doubts about your
ability to make it competitive, just
thumb through what you’ve ac-
complished in your last issue. That
should relieve all doubts.

Jack E Dobbyn
Villanova, PA

Thanks, Jack. I can’t tell you
how pleased we are by your com-
ments. Lets hope you’ll find
similar cause to rejoice with every
issue. . .or at least every few
issues!

Dear ESPIONAGE:

I could not find issue #5.
Enclosed is $2.50 in hopes you
will send me a copy of that issue

Your magazine has been needed
a long time to fill a void for us spy

buffs. Edward Hoch is my favorite.

He is the best short story writer in

America. Thanks for featuring
him. Keep up the good work.

Jack L. Hammond

Mt. Dora, FL

You're welcome. And I'm sure
your comments will bring a buge
smile to Ed’s face as well.

Dear ESPIONAGE:

I really enjoy ESPIONAGE from
cover to cover. I especially enjoy
the non-fiction pieces, such as
“The Real Story of Ultra” and the
Canaris article, and ‘“The Flawed
Soothsayer,” about MacArthur’s
G-2. I like the two-part fictional

" stories as well.

Short stories are nice because
you can finish them in one sitting,
while I often don’t have sufficient
time to finish a full-length book.
And the covers are just fine. Keep
them the way they are.

Keep up the good work on an
exceptional magazine. I am a
subscriber and my subscription
started with issue #3. I would like
to have a complete collection of
this magazine. I have also sent in
my renewal already.

Thank you.

Neil A. Joslun
Waukegan, IL

Thanks for your lovely letter.
We'll try to keep our stories short,
their quality bigh, and our publi-
cation fresh and gxciting.
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Revisited

by Duane Crowley

lllustration by Mike Romesburg

great deal of nonsense
A has been written about

brilliant computer hack-
ers gone wrong, who, through
sheer genius, have broken com-
puter security codes and opened
secret files as easily as rolling
back the top on a can of sar-
dines. Much of this latter day
mythology was fostered by the
victimized administrators of
computer systems and their
motives were entirely self-serv-
ing. It's easy to admit to being
the victim of genius when the
alternative is a confession of
ineptitude.

Take, for example, the movie,
War Games. The premise is that
through random dialing, a whiz
kid has connected his com-

puter with a Department of Sci-
ence (DOD) computer. Using a
trial and error (iterative) com-
puter program, after fairly
superficial researc