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Destroying
is Disclosed

TESTED AND PROVED

by men and women
all over the U. S.

“Like many others, 1 had very litile
faith vin your product, but alter unng
it 1 can rarnestly say 1 was amazed,
for it has done wondets for me and 1
pisuredly rrcommend your product 1o
anyone with falling hair.’

A A —Caklamf. Calil.

"My hushand has used a botile of your
. formula and it's done wonderful results
for hit scalp and hair. So I'm sending

for the treatment for mysell”
My V. A =Hannibal, Mo.

“On Januﬂr}- 281h, I received my scalp
treatment and that evening 1 got busy
with it. From the_firsl application and
up to this day 1 have had no itchy
sealp. And 1 cannot comh a hair out.”™

R.5.—Fitisburgh, Pa,

“*Have tried many hair tonics, hut your
treatment i3 the only” ope that has
praven satisfaclory.”

C.BW. —=Lynchburg. Va.

. " "“"Got rnid of my dandrufl.™
hair loss they cause.” , | | o R.H.McD.~N. ‘Kansas “City, M.

- - —_— e e T “"Had despaired of ever having normal
head of hair again. Getting wnmitrful

results ' from your treatment.’
Mrs. M. B —=McKean, Pa.

"Sropped my scalp itch and been won-
derful for my scalp.””
A R.—Betle Fourche, S. D

""Received great relief from itchy scalp
and dandrufl from your treatment. I
find it has stopped my falling hair,™

A K —Randotph Fieldd,~Trxus ~

"My hair seems to be growing since ]
started using Lthe ireatment. People
atound here have noticed the recent
results, 1’1l tell you it's wanderful*™
Mres, }.R.—Jacksonviile, Texas

“I am sure delighted and really aatis-

fied with the results. My dondrufl and

-ulalihng hair have stopped altogether.”
J].T.—Stocheon, Calil.

- Eurynehacterrum acnes

¢ u-rr .r -’uil e 4"‘"4';” ~
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Shown above are germ organisms believed by many
leading medical authorities to cause seborrhea and dandruff
- that may result in hair loss and eventual baldness:

“and you’
' remove this cause of itchy scalp, dandruff and seborrhea,

“Kill these scalp germs,” say these doctors,

ugly head scales and unpleasant head odors ~ and stop the

s -
-—--—

I.ABORHTORY TESTS PROVE
GERMS KILLED BY SEBACIN

Sebacin was tested on cultures
of staphylococcus albus,
corynebacterium acnes and
pityrosporum ovale on 1-minute
exposures. The test method
was the F.D.A. wet filter paper
‘method described by the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture.

Sebacin killed the test culturi:s
aon contact, -

*Report No, 6967, Mﬂ}f*JI,'IQJQ

Absolutely Nothing Known to Medical
Science Can Do More To Save Your Hair!

At last offered to YOU is a rev-
olutionary formula series based
on the most recent medical
knowledge of hair and scalp
problems.

Exhaustive tests* made by a
nationally-known impartial
testing laboratory prove con-
clusively that Sebacin KILLS
ON CONTACT all of the hair-
destroying bacteria named by
leading medical authorities as
a significant cause of baldness.

ful users from all over the
United States write about the
" Sebacin trfatmfnt

Then study our guarantee, You
are the only judge. Remember
the Sebacin home trestment

It's great news for those who are

Beware of these
S danger signs

1. Over-dryness of hair

Most people lose a few hairs
daily. This is no cause for alarm
" as they are
placed by the normal,
scalp. However,
any or all of the danger signs
listed above, it 13 often a warn-
ing of scalp infectton and ap-
proaching baldness,

Grateful usery of Sebacin Basic
Formula write that a
treatment will often eliminate
annoying symptoms. By keeping
the scalp clear and {ree of germ
infection, you give nature a
chance 1o replace hair loss.

.———-_-_-—-—-—_--_“—-___-_—-

MEDICAL EVIDENCE
§ IAIR C1Y BE
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MEDICAL AUTHORI TIES “
 BLAME GERM INFECTIONS -
- . FOR COMMON BALDNESS

Washington, D. C. — New hope was offered to men and
women suffering from the age-old problem of baldness,
in recent testimony here by leading dermatolugists.

In revealmg statements, it

was disclosed that specific bac-.
teria are invariably found in
seborthea and dandruff, and’
may be the cause of these scalp
conditions which result in bald-
ness! The dangerous scalp bac-
teria named were the staphylo-
coccus albus, the microbaciilus
or corynebacterium acnes, and
pityrosporum ovale.

Neglect May Lead
to Baldneoss

In réply to direct questions,
the medical authorities agreed
that: /

1. At.least--50%- of~doctors and™
dermatologists - experienced  in
treating hair and scalp disorders

are convinced that seborrhea and
dandrufl are an important cause :

and scalp of baldness. '

2. Scalp itch
3. Hair loas
4. Dandruff or seborrhea

5. Excessive oilingss of
hair and scalp

2. This baldness may be prevented
if seborrhea and dandruff are
controlled,

3. The bacteria staphylococcus
albus, the microbacillus or cory-
nebacteriurm acnes, and pityros-
porum ovale are invariably found
when schorrhea 15 present and
are considered to he jts cause.

smmediately re-
healthy

when you see 4. An antiseptic containing b-hy-

droxynaphtholenc, sodium pheno-
sulphonate, cinnamic acid and
other specialized drugs can- and
will kill these germs, -

single Thls impressive tesumnny by
competent medical doctors now
made public for the first time,
offers renewed hope for the.
» [ treatment of sick scalps and the

prevention of baldness.

BALDNESS WON'T WAIT! ACT NOW!

impatiently waiting for a treat-
ment to help eliminate dandruff
and seborrhea, scalp itch, dry
hair, and to stop the hair loss
they cause.

must accomplish for you what
it has for all the others—or the
full costof the treatment—every
nickel~will be returned to you.

~Maybe you're ni'nnng those who
‘have tried every kind of hair
preparation until now with no

thf: hair destmyers—tht Mmicro-

bacillus, the pityrosporum

- satisfied with the results of the treatment, or you GUARAN-
TEE full and immediate refund upon return of unused

SEBACIN INC., EMPIRE THEATRE BLDG., NEW YORK 18_ N, ¥,

Pltaﬂ; send at once the complete Sebacin hair and scalp treat-
ment (60 days’ supply) in plain wrapper. I must be completely

AVED!

medical testimony, the labora-

tory report on how,Sebacin kills

..................................................................

.........................................

ovale, the staphylococcus albus
-on contact! Read what grate-

[
-----------------------------------------------
--------------

.--tical as to whether Scbacin-is
. the preparation you have been

success. Maybe you are sk:p- portion of treatment.

[7) Enclosed find $10. (Cash, theck, moncy order). Send posipaid.

+*

’ 74 waiting for,

hal

2 @uarantcc

i The Sebacin fnrmuln series 13 warranted to be made of U.S.P.
ﬁ standard angredients, compounded under rigid scientific con-
it ditions., The Sebacin treatment must result in marked im--
¢ provement to your hair and scalp, or we guarentee full and
immediate refund upon return of unused portionof treatment,

v% Either way, don’t delay! You
% have everything to gain—at no
risk. We can state without res-
ervation that NOTHING — ABSO-
* LUTELY NOTHING KNOWN TO

3
¥
i Read the facts on this page, the

'''''''''''''''''

¢ . 2$ MEDICAL SCIENCE CAN DO MORE
: | A A-m.u Km- : T0 SAVE YOUR HAIR!
S R #‘@" HRs z ” t: Delay may cost you your hair!
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Fill out the coupon and mail
today.

clinf:al nmpln m‘ S-bncin formulae are -rnilnbll without
charge to medical doctors, clinics and hospitals upon request.

[] Send COD. I will pay postman $10.00 plus postage.charges.
-
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- H&e’s how: By taking a regular 1. C. S.
course, you can now. earn bonus credits
‘toward a high school diploma.

'If you've never finished high school, it’s

. a double break for you. You get the train-

ing you want in the subject you want. The

-same practical I, C. S, training used by in-

'dustry itself to train workers and recognized
-+ by employers everywhere. -

In addition, and without extra study or cost, !
you can earn up to one-half the credits re-

qguired for an I.C. S. high school diplome _
while studying any regular course. | | | -

These-valuable bonus credits make it-dou.” |
bly worth-while for you to find out more : !
about.the I, C, 8. course that interests you.
Marking and mailing the coupon will bring
“ you complete information. Send it off today!

- .  Remember, you’ll be !ﬂlhng two birds
- withonestozw. RN : o
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, I YOU PRACTlci raDIO | BEEEE & 'WU PR“TWE RADIO .
bufld' the modern - Radie- ‘I send you all the parts to huﬂd
. ;rh?wn ‘below 28 p“_t of “ray | BENCEFRESNC R o Trnmmittlr showa below as
Bervicing Course. - 1 send. ye¥ e g TNAL T 5; B part of my nrew
speaker, .tubes, chassis, trans- | FRSSSIGOENAT, SENRLT AN ¥ & &mm“ﬂfﬂtiﬂﬂl_
Mty former, loop antenna, every- Course. Conduet
MESER thing you see pictured and ﬂuﬂmdm of
i::-j;j.“ “ _T-'..- EVERYTHING you need to adoast Opera- §
Fi A, bulld - this modern Radio Re- tors, practice ine §
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| Lace the Gretchen" bedica flemly to
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Ellner conmdered himself a free ¥_

._.h-_._--_..

man again, and, in & sense,.. hei L

- was, Free of his umt‘orm—-buﬁ‘.

'Ibound by hia trust to follow'

Slalghter on the trail of the
eimster gun—runners«—follow lt

to the nameless grave that must.

mow contam what wae left of |
- Slalghter! .

FREE MAN again”
breathed Ellner, - stomping
his ‘high-heeled half " boots,

lookmg down"- .with approval at the
hickory .shirt, -

holstered gun on his right thigh. Lamp- -
- Jight .glinted on h1s cropped b‘ack

1

- curls. ; .
Cadill, caﬂually 1mmaculate in_-his

blue uniform, lounged .back :in the ..__

cnair ~and- :,mllerl throuﬂ'h the cwar-

-smoke that wreathed his handsome au- .
purn head “You'd do for-a Bill Cody iy

show,” he conceded; ‘but whether or
not you'- fool" ‘the pubhc 1S° dabious
. Chris.” - .

““Rusty, you're eaten with envy,
laughed . Ellner. R

“Naturally,”. Cadlll a,greed “Y-'ft)'ll.
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[ ]
LE :
L
L
g1 ¥
‘R
' .
'_._F

buckskin vest, and-
checxed pants, the shell belt and opens..

i"‘lr

always draw the best a:.:mgnments ?

‘He-studied’ the-shéen: of his- expenswe-
;qucomb boots. : - .

“Versatility is” a wonderful thing.”
- Cadill’s. snort- shredded theé blue =

stnoke. . “My- boy, with “all your re-

markable attributes,’ you were-selected
for one reason.-Cld:Z illah- Blble is not

_famlhar with: your. face.”

“His. delectable- niece is.”’ -
“She will not. be at the agency; she
remams a guest of the. post ? Cadﬂl
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sighed. “I suppose my .tour of duty
will be to.entertain Amanda.”
- Ellner grinned. “My sympathy,
- Lieutenant; I realize ‘what a

that’ll be for a woman-hater hke yout-

:self! But seriously,: ‘Rusty, it’s hard

for me to visualize'a pious soul like

Zillah- peddling whlskey and rlfles to

" his- savage flock.”

. » “T doubt if Bible is mvolved Chl‘lS
- With his head either in the Clouds or

bowed in' prayer,. it’ ‘would be snnplef
- for"some trader to dlstnbute the con- -

- traband at Red: Cloud.”
- Ellner. shrugged .into a SOllCd buck-
| skm ‘jacket and ‘set-a broad- brrmmed

““Not bad ¥ he murmured

“But Amanda is not
. -erractly lost in day-dreams -
- “Amanda is.for romance rather than

| intrrgue 7 Cadlll sald lightly. - “When_"*

- Amanda walks vou hear v1olms and
"-see wine  sparkling -in candlelrght
‘When Am_anda smiles—".

ot el g —

- “Spare -me, R interrupted Ellner &5

. am-reluctant enough to leave Shelley, |

without listening to your poetu: fhghts

- “on lovely Amanda.”

" “Surel”. scoffed Cadﬂl
furlough is what it amounts to, for you

“and Slaighter to drmk Cordovan and
-_Elkton dry.”

_ “T’'m
- Rusty.”

‘“That blg Dutchman? Perish the_;

thought Christopher. The Old Man’s

& worrier, you know; with ‘the .Co-

manches qulet for .the time, he starts
fretting about Dutch.”

But neither was as' carefree as he
sounded, and Ellner’s lean angular

features were . somber as he returned

to the mirror. In the worn and faded'

range clothes he looked the part of a

drifting ~ rider, and under Sergeant
Rowan’s tutelage he had practiced the
. slouching walk and lazy drawl, as well

~as the quick draw. With sharp re-
flexes, swift coordination, and' an ap-. .

* brush ramada, and circled the rear of

tltude for firearms that cxceeded all

 his military tralmng and “experience,

Ellner had been an exceptronal pupil.

‘ chore .

.of the smuggled arms,
agent named Slaighter, on" special ‘as-
signment to the army, had been- in-.
‘*vestlgatmg fre1ghters “throughout "the

“An extra,

afraid Slaighter’s in trouble ,

“Your mount, sir.’

“Born out in . this -country, he'd . of
.made 'most any of 'em back water

witl a pistol;” Rip Rowan declared.:
‘The Comanches were supposed to -

- be at peace with the whites, but there

had ‘been isolated _outbreal;s along the.

Paladin : foothill§ in the past months.
- In eéach case there was evidence that

the”Indians were -using Henry repeat- :

- ers, .an ominous’ fact- when one ‘con-
. -jSldered that the Ordnarnice Board was
still issuing - smgle shot carbines-to the - .
U.S. Cavalry.” Outnumbered "ds the
~army was, with only ‘thiree - troops to -
-garrison Fort Shelley, it could not~

afford to give away" any more odds
flat- crowned black .hat on " his - fine -

" dark head.
. to the mirror, -and turned agam to his -
. fellow—offrcer

in firepower, regardless of the inferior
marksmanship - of the enemy.

In an effort to strike at‘ .the source ’
a Pinkerton -

western end of 'the vast Madrill Basin.
Having uncovered nothing in. Stockade

. and Cordovan City, -he had gone north

to Elkton. The last report from there
indicated that Slaighter was on "the
verge of ‘an important discovery, but
since then nothing -had béen heard
front him. Now his patlence worn thin,

-Major Aydelott was sendlng Lreuten-
~ ant Ellner out in civilian guise to check

on- . Slaighter and the srtuatlon in

| general

, HEAVY knuckles' jarred ‘thé doqor

and Rowan s '

voice rurhbled“, |

“Time to move out, Rusty,
Ellner, with-a slow easy smile. |
Cad111 rose and held out his hand.
“Wish I were going along, Chris.”

“So do I, boy. But in some ways'

‘said

.Amanda is the more. difficult - assign-

ment; I hope she doesn’t miss me too
much " Ellner gripped his hand

“IIl  attend to that & Cadrll
promised. . . |
Ellner stepped * out under the

the -adobe . where Sergeant Rowan

-waited- with a big bay gelding, The



- moon,

#."

parade was empty and silent under the
the barracks across the way
darkened after- reveille, and officers’
row was quiet except for low voices
and a laugh that sounded like Aman-
. da’s. La,nt erns showed in the stables,
and lamps glowed from headquarters.

The saddle was high-horned and

doubie-rigged with a rawhlde riata
looped on the bow, a. ‘bedroll behind
the cantle, and a Henry rifle in the
boot. “For once, sir, you're armed as

. well as a Comanche,” Rowan said
dryly. “I’d give a month’s whiskey

ration to be goin’ with vou. Now -you
can handle that Colt with the best of

’ein, Lieutenant, but don’t go matchin’
draws with any professionals unless:

you have to. If it’s forced on you,
move first, don’t wait on ’em. Their
eyes’ll tell you when they’re gom to
make a play.” |

“Thank you,. Sergeant, for every-
- thing; I'll try not to disgrace you.”
“TI'm not worried about that, sir;

—

just take-care of yourself.” -
A1 will, Rip.” Ellner shook hands
with him, stepeed into the leather, and

walked the horse aleng behind officers’

‘row-toward the main gate in the stock-
ade. The sentries were expecting him
and passed him with casual salutes.

Cutside the wall Ellner, accustcmed

to the feeling and sounds of .a column
at his back.
sudden loneliness.

He took the wagon road due east.

toward the Co_rdova_n River, while the

moon soared zna paled to silver above "

the great Madrill trough. Behind him
‘the stars sparkled over the Paladin

Peaks. Before him, the immense valley .
was hemmed by the Shangree Hills to

the south, the towering Madrills on the
north. The limitless sweep of -the

Southwest night, thousands  of barren

frontier miles, dwarfed a lone man to
nothing, -

Ellner thought of ‘Amanda -with her
bright chestnut hair and wide blue
eyes. He and Cadill had been compet-
~ ing -good- naturedly for her favors, but
in- his absence Rusty was certain to
establish a secure claim there. Rusty

2 -+

Cadill had a way with women. .

from L Troop at his back.

N Of YOdLI’
. and the Devil’s

- Slaighter.

was gripped with strange.

' RIFLE RENDEZVOUS - S

haps it was just as well; the {act that

- Amanda was related by bl ood to Zillah
- Bible, the freakish, almost fanatical

Comanche agent, had always put a
chilling restraint on Ellner. In spite of

' the glrl’s warm loveliness.

It didn’t seem right without a detail

missed Sercreant Rowan with his- chew

of tobacco. Troopers like Dalzell and
Lenihan, Pér- .
-rigo, Schroeder, and Ul_ma,nn He re-.
membered with a hollow ache the ones’

Gillway and Krantz.

who had died in "his command,- fights

‘on the Bitterroot and ‘the wastelands .
Desert, Cathedral .Towers |

Garce'l

Eliner’s mind - turned ahead -to

grown fond of the big bluff Dutchman.

Ellner hoped nothing had gone wrong

in Elkton. Gun-;unners would- kill a
government agent—or a soldier—as

quick as anybody. Once apprehended |

they had nothing more to lose.

Ellner spent *he fag end of the nlght'
‘in the stage station by ‘the shallows of

the Cordovan—-—-chalds Ford. After
breakfast,

THE ADOBE and frame buildings
of Cordovan; many of them white-

-washed or pamted and all fitted with
had a substantial and
~civilized look for this country. With

window-glass,

ranching on the plains, mining and
lumbering in the mountains, Cordovan
City was growing steadﬂy, since the
Apaches had been put down and the

Comanches were held in temporary

abeyance.

"Ellner rode -in at dusk, stabled his
horse,-and got a room in the Pioncer

Hotel. After washing up and- eating

supper, he lit- a cigar and strolled
about town, relishing his freedom from
routine ~duties. Visiting the various
saloons, Ellner had a single drink in
each and listened to the barrgom gos-
sip without learning anything of sig-
nificance. 'He was. young enocugh to
watch the handsome, if brazen, dance’

hall girls with interest, but promptly-

- F

. Fer- .

JEllner -

'Everydne at Shelley . had -~

he rode north along the
. river toward Cordovan City.
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turned down_ any invitations and ad-
vances they made when ’his tall--'*-trim
- figure caught their -eyes. -

Finally Ellner wandered toward the.
wagon yard of the Dikeman Freight
Agency, hoping to pick up some word
on- Slaighter.  The- place -was still
lighted and ‘busy in .the night, with
heavy wagons. lumbering in to unload .
and others loading up to roll out. This,

' with the Finlaw outfit in Elkton, com- o o T
.prised the.largest freighters in the area, ..~ "~ .- .. .. . =2 L
“but neither of them was_ known to sapread h1s oversxzed hands “Don’t

rant

have any direct dealings with. the Red' keep- askin’ for -it} brother; what you

Cloud Indian Agency. . - wanta get-hurt for?' Take a walk back '
< Finding the teamsters disinclined to to the saloons:2” .- . - :
talk to a stranger, Ellner. sauntered to “All- right,” Ellner. sa1d stniling.

- the main -office in the long rambling “But your attitude’s all wrong for
warehouse. Leanlng on a Veranda pOSt bUSlHESS man. You....._ : o
and shaping a cigarette, he - surveyed Spano struck’ mthout warning, a
the activity of the. yard and dec:lded‘ blovE 0(; amazing Speed and - pogx:ver
against making open .inquiries. Thé. gjner rolled his head back with it-in:
- otiice door slammed open,-and a voice . stinctively, -but. even so it -smashed him

rasped across: Ellnet’sy high - slumped ‘backward- off the veranda; down “the .
shoulder: “You want somethin here “short .stairway. Losing : hlS footing,

- mistere” B 3 . . Ellner- lurched and. fell, shoulders
. _ Elner JP.‘_'Qe_d__* 3_“9‘1_ ﬁr_egg}'ded hls against _the .ground,_ head ringing

questioner, a broad compact man Wlth
a swarthy, pockedfface a- broken beak

- of -a ‘nose, insolent ‘eyes and mouth.

- .Massive-shouldered . and abnormally Rﬂhng ?way m;ld scrambhng to get.
long 'of -arm, with two .low:slung guns. up, Iner. forgot all caution an every-~

(« Y ~thmg else in-his. anxiety to drive back |
E?a:rllzclthl‘?_l'fiugtn%};ig1:V2¥o:§d ,,Ellfl?rt' . at.the man who had struck him -down.

. YL TE .. But Spano was nght on top of him,
hThe nllan bgesﬁlumg' “Hang SOmE-" his right leg lashing out murderously
w ‘(‘eres. else, brother.” . y . Ellner jerked his head back enough to

You’re the boss -here?” . -

.save himself a broken jaw.and necL |
“Pm Spano.” The name was evi- J

but the heavy boot - caught him and -

dently supposed to’ be sufficient to- ﬂung him sidewise into the dirt. Pant-
strike- terror and termmate 3.11 dlSCUS- ] mg moa,nmg and half-senseless EH-
- sion. . rer 15 h- |
Ellner - raised hlS rangy shoulders ner lay there with the taste of blOOd

. and grit in his mouth, until a flame of
’ m gshght -shrug. ;‘Why S0 unfn;ndly:; fury seared the fog from hlS bram
pano “seemed to expand with

brlsthng anger. “Beat it, boy! I ain’t THIS TIME he came up so fast that
got time to PlaY ‘g§ames Wlth‘“ saddle- Spano made no attempt~to kick,»

bums.” but set himself to slug away as soon- as

‘The last thmg Ellner ‘wanted was- Ellner was- oir his' feet. The .purich
to become conspicuous, yét this kind of Spano threw might have beheaded him,
treatment went unbearably against his but Ellner ducked- and: drove in under
grain. Straightening off the upright, he It, - ramming the freight-man back
faced- Spano squarely on the shadowy agamst the low porch' with jarring
porch “Maybe I'm lookin’ for -a-job.” force. The breath jolted from- kis huge

“We ain’t hn'm 2 Spano 51ghed and bulk Spano grappled at hlS slender op-

+

numbly. Spano was’ followng on the
Jump.. o -



ponent with gorilla-like- arms. Ellner
broke -away, stabbing both fists light-
ning-like into ‘that pockmarked face,
and Spano’s. big shaggy- head rocked
back from the swift impacts.
Spano surged forward, .but Ellner

slashed. him back on the veranda- edge,
1h1ttmg with an explosive powér that

smunkes’  and  astonished the -heavier
marn. Spano hung there. gasping and
nalf-blinded by blood from his gashed.

eye‘*mws -Ellner was setting hrmself'
like. a trained prizefighter for the

knockoit, when someone climbed onto
his back and pinneéd his arms in &n
iron grip, hauling, him Teughly back-
ward. A giant of a man with a beard
that scratched Ellner’s neck like wire.

“Quité a rocster,” he said.. “But we:
can’t have. strangers walkm in here
and lickin’ Dikeman  men.’

Spano stumbled ponderously for--a

ward now. Blacky, furn

}1‘111 m(“:(‘ .

“You - sure you wa.nt hlm loose.
‘ip anc?”’ jeered the giant,

Spano swore savagely. “Let him go,
like I said, Blackston! And watch
- your mouth if you wanta keep the
taste of hot lead out.of it}”

Blacky' laughed, freed Ellner, and
sledeed a cleaver-like hand. across the
back of his neck, bowing Ellner low
beneath it
spraddled legs, his' head .bent and his

“All right,

neck paralyzed, when Spano "brought

- up a wicked uppercut. Ellner strffer‘ed
- up straight and tall, his skull bursting

]

in a roar-of light, and then he was fall-
ing, _the earth rushing: at him as the

flares faded. Blackne&: closed in with
sudden finality, and -Ellner ‘never felt
the ground beneath hmm...

)

- i

-Until he recovered conscicusness
somie time later, and found
lying in.the.weeds between -a board
fence and the slat sidewalk outside the

freight yard. Ellner’s neck felt broken;

pain hammered incessantly within his

-~ head, and his -face was: crusted with

blood and dust. Groping at once for his
holster and his w allet he was reheved

~  RIFLE RENDEZVOUS -

t. He was still reeling on

farniselt

13

to find both intact and unemptied. His
hat, held on by the lanyard, was erum--
pled under his -throbbing head. Eliner

. got up. slowly and agonizingly, testing

his arms and legs, checking his ribs.

-He wasn’t crippled anyway. Apparent-
ly. they hadn’t put the boots to him:

after he was knocked out. Something
to be grateful for, tbere———-and SUL-
prmed at, too. -

Dustmg his clothes Weanly, Ellner
started walking toward the lights at

-the ceunter of town, pausing at a horse

trough to wash his face and hands and
soak his aching head. Eased. and re-
freshed somewhat, the shame and
humiliation came back to him, a. pang
deeper than that of lacerated flt_,sh and-
bruised bone. He couldn’t do anything
about it at present; . his hands were:
tied, but the time might come when he
could even the score at Dikeman’s. He
would not forget, at any rate; Eliner
would remember the names. of Spano

and Blackston.

" Perhaps on his ‘way back to Fort
Shelley, Ii .not then, some other
time... Sooner-or later he would get
those two in a fair stand-up fight. It
wasn’t just himself that had been hum-
bled;"it was an insult to the Fifth
Cavalry Ellner wondered how Cadill
and Rowan and the rest would {eel
about. it—as if he didn’t know. Fight-
ig-mad, they’d want te ride in-and
turn Dikeman’s into a shambles..  _
- Ellner knew  that personal issues
should be. irrelevant on .this . misston,
and he didn’t medn to let pride mter-'
fere in any way with his duty. But he

~had been, ganged up on and kicked

zround by a bobtailed outfit of backs--
wood builies, and his pride would
smart and rankIe until the- account
was squared "L -

It-occurred to him that they musﬁ.
have something to hide at Dikeman’s,

or they wouldn’t be so¢ hostile ‘a:-nd'

suspicious, But, first things first—he:
kad -to push:-on north.vard to Eikton.

and find Dutch Slaighter. Or find out

whut had ha,ppened to the Dutchman.
-- INot_ caring to. appear in public in

his battered and dl.sheveled state, Ell-ﬁ
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ner bought a bottle in the hotel bar-.
room and -retired to his room with a .

tub of hot water, .to cleanse.and soothe
his wounds, and drink himself soberly
into relaxation and:slumber.

Although the program was satisfac-

~ tory and ‘pleasurable, easing him con-

slderably, the last thing Ellner thought |

of  before  drifting off sleep
was the two names bra.nded mdehbly
in his memory:- Spano and Blackston,

of Dikeman's freight company in

‘Cordovan Csty

I
_ ’ : : ., -
* . ] 1 - .
.
L] . .
- - - am
-
L] #1 L]
L1 . .
L)
L] ‘-‘-. +
. . -

- In the mornmg, Ellner rode-on, the
| Paladins piled high. on his' left, the

~ Cordovan River shining on his nght

the Madrill Mountams massed majes- .'

tically in. front of him. Past wide

rolling ‘ranges. where great herds of

~ ‘cattle grazed, and into’ the wild bleak

. north toward the frontler settlement of
E&mn =

fz./'

8 t NO’I‘HER mght had
/e % / come - when Chris.

Ellner cantered Into

(ks Aok .bay gelding at the

= #ZN= livery, barn. This
B town had a rawer

R L (2 e8 and more primitive
A W \W/7k8d aspect” than Cordoé-
R\, FC3 van, he observed as

~ 77" he carried his sad-

.dlebags to the. Mountain View House.
. More log and unpainted board houses,
with -oiled paper instead of glass in

some windows. Poorer stores, tougher - smiling, icy-eyed and- deadly under

saloons, and harder-—lookmg characters

on the 'streets.’ Ellner was eager to

~ locate Slaighter, but reluctant to ask

questions about him. If anythmg_.

had gone awry, it wouldn’t do
~ for -Ellner to identify himself as

friend of Slaighter, The best -thing wa::_

to say nothing and float around till he
encountered the Dutchman. Or over-
geard somethmg that would lead to

Elkton and’ left his

It was too. ,late for | supper in the
hotel. Ellner cleanéd up in his room,

‘had a drink at the hotel bar, and went

out to eat in a restaurant. The -welts
and abrasionsr were mostly concealed_.

by beard stubble, but Ellner's jaws. =

were still sore and his neck felt, per-
petually cramped ~The only-compensa- ..

tion was in.his raked swollen knuck-.
les.. . ‘After the meal, Ellner.lighted a.’

cigar and, set out to see the night-life
of this .community. The sounds issuing.
from saloons, gambling emporiums and "
dance halls indicated. that it was ad-;

| _equate to- say the least. -
- Slaighter, an _inveterate lover of beer -
and whiskey,-was not to be found in

any of the bars or gaming rooms,.and

-Ellner began to worry. Of course,

Dutch- might have gone to work | for
Shark Finlaw and been out of town on
a haul. In fact, he might even be

transporting arms-and ammunition- to
Zillah Bible’s. Red -Cloud Agency, at

this Very*moment But it-seemed as ° ”
~_though he would" have devised some |
_means of commumcatmg ‘with Shelley,

if such were the.case:.. Ellner de-

cided to-try the dance halls next,

The. Silver: Horseshoe was the larg-

- est ‘and gaudiest, reserved for last by

Ellner, who had no success at the other

' estabhshments Nursing a drink at the -
‘bar, he searched. the smoky crowded . -

scene ' in vain for- a .glimpse of
Slaighter. - Either” the Dutchman  was
gone, or- something had - happened to

~ him. From the surrounding conversa-

tion, Ellner was able to recognize some
of the personalities of the place.

Harry Shick, the owner, sleek-haired

and dapper in .black broadcloth with

a fancy vest and a silk cravat, palely

his urbane veneer. Cardoner -‘his”
stronig-armed gunman and bodyguard N
was big, dark and pantherlike, with a -
prowling grace and arrogance,baleful
yellow eyes, and a. scornful -mouth.
Lesser gunhands were the lanky Tack-
el, squat Pando, and the burly Kyne.
The Horseshoe would be a bad place -
to cut any. capers in, Ellnér reflected.
Then he noticed ‘a young woman, -

alone and brooding over her glass
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at a corner table. When men ap-
proached her, she waved them away
Wlthout even glancing up, yet she
was  unquestionably &
girl employed - by the house. She
wore a lowcut golden- gown that
matched the short tousled curls on
her cropped blonde head. Her bare
arms, proud bosomy, and what Ellner
could see of her figure, were superb.

-She was neither beautiful nor pretty.
Striking, he

‘considered, was- . the
word. .. Straight clear - features
formed a, fifte face, of the type that
was generally believed to bespeak
character, breeding and quality‘ A
very odd girl to find in a  frontier
“honkytonk, *

Ellner’s

He nudged "a companion at

the bar. “What’s the matter with

that girl there?” - - -
The man looked biearily and

laughed. “Nancy Dorr? Don’t go

-around her tonight, mister; she dlnt

in ‘a dancin’ mood!” -

“What - bappened to her?” .
‘““he’s mournin’, mister. Mournin’

“Dead?” persisted: Ellner.

“PDeader’n a mackerel.”

“Recent?”’

“Two-three
- freight for

Drivin’
‘Wagon

: ;tlays,f ,a20. .
Shark Finlaw.

rolled. over on him, up in the Kiowa .

Pas<%

his voice casual and éven: ,‘“Wond‘er
if I mighf’ve known him? Worked
with a lot of freignters.” -
“Big feilah,
Mean anythin’ to you?” |
Ellner - shook his head slowly.
“No... No, I guess not. Maybe I
could get a jOb there, huh?’’ -

-3

percentage

- look iike- an accident.
‘been on the right track, but his

interest was kindled at . (he girPs wrist:

herself,

Ellner went cold all over, but kept ‘using his strength on a girl.

name of Slawhter

“Maybe,” -the man sald. “If you
need work—that bad.” He turned
away, finished his drink, and moved
off into the noi'fsy swirlin‘g throng.

'ELLNER lifted his -own glass and

resumed studying the girl named
Nancy- Dorr. He had to meet her some-

how, without arousing suspicion. ‘I'hey
must have found out Slaighter was
.& government man, or acted on a

hunch to get rid of him, making it
Dutch had

luck. ran out... Now it was. up to
Lieutenant Christopher . Ellner. .

Cardoner prowled effortlessly to- '

ward the girl in the secluded nearby

corner.. He was. so well-built and

easy-moving that ‘an onlooker wasn’t

immediately . aware of his great size
and strength, Bending over the table
he spoke to Nancy, who responded
with a negative movement Of her

- fair head. But Cardoner wasn’t so.

easily repulsed, he continued talk-
ing, and closed one mighty hand on
She fought to free
but Cardoner increased his
pressure until pain, showed in Nancy'
Dorr’s eyes and face.

“I’'m not -dancing tonight,.
she protested. “Not with you,
with anybody.”

“Come on,” he said; Iaugblng at .
her futile struggles “Loosen up_-and
you’ll feel .better, kid.” With gentle
inexorable force, Cardoner drew her.

upright. “Let the dead rest in peace,
Nancy, we're stiil alive, girl.”

Without thinking, Ellner set down

Card ?
not*

his gilass and strode in their direc-

tion, summoned by the grief and
appeal in the woman’s expression,

revolting at the sight of a big man-

Car-
doner, expecting no m*erfere*}ce didn’t-

‘bother to look around until Ellner

spoke: “The lady wants to be alone,
so why don’t you leave her' alone?”

Cardoner released Nancy’s wrist

“and wheeled with deliberate amuse-

ment, “You -don’t want to horn in
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fSprawl on.-the floor... "« __
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o+ “And he
_Schick’s * tone was incredulous. -
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‘H-'

here, boy. Run along now.” White
teeth .flashed and yellow eyes flared

in his bold dark countenance.

“T want you to stop botherin’ her,

Ellner insisted quietly."
- “Well, T'll ‘be—!”

“That doesn’t matter.” s . -
“No, It don’t,” agreed Cardoner
“You got a lesson comin’, whoever

‘you are, a plstol whippin’ oughta do

lt 3 .
“Don’t count on | that,” Ellner
advised. . A
' The girl ple'a,ded “Please,
- Cardy...” But Cardoner’s. left ha,nd '.

'was flashmg in a smooth pra.ctlced

stroke .and Ellner strove to equal .

it W1th his rlght hand ‘He would -
have been late,

he estimated, but
Nancy." sliced her arm’ down to spoil
‘Cardoner’s draw. Cardoner was snarl-

ing curses when Ellner’s -whipping.

gun-barrel cllpped his skull - and

pped him in a heavy, senseless

Cardoner-
wagged hlS head “Who are you any-
- way?” - -

door’ kevy,
- It must-mean, as near as he could

Ellner swiveled sharply and lined
" his _Colt -on ' the advarcing trio of

Tackel - and- Kyne and Pando, stop-
Harry

them in -their: tracks

Shick* moved inté" it then;. waving

the three gunmen away a.nd coming
~.on to that corner table, a .quizzical

gnmace on his frozen facé -“What'’s -
| gomg .on here a,nyway?” D
“Card was- trying to make .me

dance,” Nancy ezplained. “I—I didn’t
want “to, Harry And. this. gentleman
asked Card to let mie alone.” - :

gunwhipped - C ard?”

Ellner smlled “Wlth luck -

“And a bit of assmtance from me
Harry,” said the glrl BN
Cardoner’s arm, 1 was afrald there’d
be - shooting.” .

- Shick nodded hls gleammg head

“I'm glad. you did, Na,ncy—but Card |

won’t be.” His coId eyes flicked at
Ellner. “No hard feelings.. ~_Stranger,

but you’d better. leave before Cardoner

eomes to. He’ll want to kill. .you,

.- anybody-else: in - Elkton...

]ostled

and 1 can’t always
You don’t mind?”

“I'm on. my way now, thanks,”
Ellner said. “I don’t like trouble but_ L
I’'m kind of particular abou.. the way
women ‘are treated.”

‘“Ad*n**rable I’'m sure,” suld Snick.

restrain him.

“You’d -be -a lot - safer 1f you left

town -tonight, mister.”
- “Pll sure keep put of his way. ! Fil-

ner smiled faintly, gl arcmg duwn at
- Cardoner’s big form. |

Nancy held”out her hand “Tha,.w |
you -very much. And 1 hope’ it wont
cause you any trouble in” the future.”

“It-was nothin’, ma’am.” Ellner felt
a scrap of paper pressed against his
palm as - he shook hands- Wlth her.

'LLNER walked out of- the Stlver

' Horseskoe and headed for- the
Mountain View House. No one seemed

‘to-be trailing him, but he didn’t look

at the paper until’ ‘he ‘was in’ his room.
It was a tag, similar to the one on his
‘bearing the number, 27.

A ot - -

flgure, that Nancy would meet him =~ -

later .in that room. It would be at

~the rear. of ithe corridor, he estimated,

since his own number was-20.

. Eliner. dldn’t know what he was

getting into here, but it was essential

‘to talk with Nancy Dorr, for she-had

been closer to "Dutch Slalifrhter than
-He _set-
tled down _to smoke and walt well
away - from“the door and wmdows of
the' sparsely -furnished ‘and .cheerless:
room: Excitement and tmsmn mounted

within -him, and it was not from fear

of Cardoner nor dread of the hazard-

ous future. It -had. more to do with

meeting a .girl-he had naver -saen] be-

- fore: thrf-; evening, but” who somehow
‘_stlrred -him instantly. to tﬁu ~dspths.

-
o~

&

WENT YSEVEN ~had been®
- dlaighter’s room, she told him.
S that window opened .onto -the

roof of the- rear porch, a handy back
exit. - Some, of his things were still

*.there extra clothing, boots, a Jacne y

g . - -

T
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two blackened old pipes... She didn’t
know where to send them, or what
to do with them. No, he hadn’t told
her much. Not because
trust her, but because he was trained

in security and couldn’t tell ‘anyone.

She -had. her own ideas- about what
ne was doing—and -how and why .he
bad died.

“What -about me?” inquired Ellner.
“How did you know—7?” :
“Dutch described you,” Nancy Dorr
- sald simply. “I was sure, when you
. swognd up to Caraoner:.. Dutch said_
you might come lookmg after him.”

“He have enemies here?”

“Not. thet I know of
al. Duich was  well liked geacrally.
Pepular with. both Shi¢k’s and. Fin-
law's outfits. And thcre § 1o love: lost
eiween the two crews.”
- Nancy was’ still grieving, Ellner

csmprehended. No tears, no Hy'btt,I'ICS

Lut the pain and loss were deep in

er... It put him at a certain dis-
d,av..miaf'e made him feel awkward
asd u}co*nfortable Gliner had been
fond of Slaighter and shared her be-
reavement, bat not knowing what
Nancy’s rel tondmp with: Dutch had
been caused him some unease,

The bleak room was transformed

by her presence, the faint heady fra-
grance of her. .She was even niwore
desirgble than Ellner had anticipat-

eu. iie waikeud restlessly apoui -touch-.

iny Slaighter’s pitifully. few posses-
sions here and there, caressing the
V' OTil .;a.udleoags with ‘the toe of his
boot, thinking

man giter He died., Crushed to death

in a louely nicuntain passage. It- was -

worse then dving in battle, the cause
open anud explicit... It made every-

Ling ~ seerd emply .and  Dbitter- and
rmeaningless. And Kilner was quite
‘pt to die in the same ot.‘.:,cm and

pointliess manner.

He glarced. at her fine pronle and
saw tihe short rumpled curls snimmer:
_golden in the lamplight. What was a

woman like that doing in a cheap
dance hall on the ragged ouier ‘edge
of civilization? Eilnerf wanted to take

he - didn’t

}.nown one another—Dbefore.”

cy.

not person-

How little was left of a

enouch, for a .start.”

her in his arms, hold and comfiort
her, taste the sweet ripeness of her
mouth.... He shaped another ciga-
rette and lighted- it from~the lamp
cmmney

“I have. no rlght to ask but...
His voice faded. °

“ywell?” She looked stralght at hnn
and he.couldn’t tell whether her eyes
were gray or green or a kind -of blue.
“lt’'s all right. I feel as if ‘we had
“Yes, it does seem that way——-—-\Tan-
- you

were in love with Dutch?” -

'Slie’ moved her head ever so little
from side to side. “No-o, it wasn’t
love, Chris. ' We liked one another we
had fun together, we were wonde; ful
friends. I was lonely and miserable
here, until Dutch came. .. That’s all,
I think, Vely good frlenqs——for such
a short time.”

, _F_T ER an interval of silence, Ell--
ner asked: “Do you think I can
get a job with Finlaw?” . '

""Do you kave to, Chri 77

He nodded. “Yes, it’s the only way

“They might hlre you, when they
hear that you gunwh pped Cardoner.
But they’il watch you close, knowmg
it was over me.” _

“I’ll have to try anyway,” Ellner
said.

““Getting on with them’s—the" only'
thing .that will save you from Cardo-
ner,)” Nancy mus ed, “But it may be
gomg from bad to worse.” |

" “Who are Finlaw’s big guns?”
'The girl sighed. “There are-so many -

of them Chl‘lS .. Hocknod 1is the big -

man, who breaks men up with his bare
‘hands. ‘For gunfighters there are Har-

rup; Malkin, Ponsford, Stonetsch,
Veysey—to name a few.”
Ellner laughed Eoftly “Thatﬁ’s

“0‘1 why . don’t they send the cav-
alry.in and wipe them all out?” Nancy

Deorr -asiced wearlly

Ellner started, in spite of hlmself
but the girl looked guileless. “No evi-
dence yet, Nancy; the army can’t
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. move untﬂ guilt is clearly. estab-
lished, T suppose.”

| “Isn’t that always the: way nght

handicaps -itself in combattmg Wrong_

and Evil?” - :
Ellner stared at her. It was strange

. phllOSOphy to hear from a hurdy--
. gurdy entertainer, but he was. con- .
- .vinced that Na.ncy was the only one

- of  her kmd They looked into one

another’s .eyes, -losing ° themselves

. there, forgetting ‘what they had been
- - talking about. An overpowering-force
- pulled them together . without volition:

It was the most natural ‘thing. in. the

. 'world to .wrap their arms-about each
other-and let thelr hps meet “crush
zgand chng

They were st111 embraced when
hard knuckles hammered the door

‘panel. and ~-Cardoner’s, :voice rasped g

. through .the_ wood: “Nancy? Are you -
“there, Nﬁncy? Open up! - It’s me,
' Card n PR

can see your- pretty.. map.
wheeled and saw -the husky Kyne

“Reach up, Romeo,-or we'll let - yo‘u |

have it"in the backbone!” . -

Ellner lifted his hands uuth slow-

reluctance. “Turn arour.ld now, SO we

grinning there, gun in hand. The small |

chunky man beside him was f{lat-

nosed,. buck-toothed, and empty hand:
ed. “Get his gun, Beaver " instructed

Kyne. - “I'm- goin’ to work him over.
- a mite with. the barrel; just cut and

Soften- him' up some for Cardy.” -

- Beaver- advanced warily;. circling to

| leave Kyne a clear field of -fire, but

- a ‘gruff voice -from; a. cottonwood
.. .across ‘the - passage halted him: “Hold

on here, boys. I aim to even tht... odds

:} httle 33 T e

Terrified, Nancy pomted to.- the' .

Cardoner shook the doorknob im-

~ patiently, while Ellner slid up - the

 window, -slipped out onto the dark
" back roof, and lowered the sash.again.

" Creeping - to the. outer ‘edge, he: swung

over, shinned” down - the  corner pole

" to the kitchen- porch, and dropped .

. .lithely to_the backyard. Thmgs ‘were

'happenmg too fast for him: - tonight.

" He couldstill taste the sweet fire of
| Naucys mouth, -and her perfume-was
notmg in. his senses. Ellner didn’t like

running away from Cardoner, or any

other man; perhaps it was the smart
" thing to do, but he resented it.

Ellner started walking through- :lhad-

.ows toward the street, and a. taunt-
ing volce came from behind hlm!*

Ellner o

-_:e_back__wmdow, ..as_they™broke apart -
. ‘and stood - rigid "and . silent. |
~ shook his head, but ‘her gestures be--.
came “more insxstent “Please, please .
. Chris!”” she framed the words ‘with .
~“ her red mouth ‘Ellner nodded at: last-
* and tlptoed to the window, ‘as ‘Nancy
. ,got up and began wa.lklng around
~ raising her voice to_call: “Just & min-
ute, Card. I was lying down.”

YNE’S banrel ghmmered as he
swung. it toward that tree, and

_JBeaver clawed” for hlS holster. I‘Iame
leaped roaring ‘across. the drlveway,’
- shattering. the late-night . stillness be-
fore Kyne could trigger. Kyne swayed

backward, forward, and his pistol ex-

ploded into "the gravel as . he pitched

headlong on his face. =~
Beaver’s weapon . was. ‘coming up

.when Chris Ellner threw his .44 clear
~ and thumbed off a shot, the gun blaz-
- ing and lifting hard in hlS hand. The
slug -slammed: Beaver sideways into
- the wall of the hotel, spun him off .the
“clapboards,. and dropped him flat on
his back- - behind Kyne s. bootheels.
. Neither of -them’ was stirring, ‘as the
reports’ rolled echoing: away. .

“Come-with me, fnend " the gruff
voice ordered, and’ Ellner. ghmpsed
broad portly.. bulk as he sprang after
his benefactor. They fled through the

backlot - and into a side. alley, that

evolved into a whole labyrmth of odor-

ous dark Passagewaya and - rubble-

> Ellner-

e
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| enough ain’t it, sonny? Saved you a -
. goin’ over anyhow My name’s -Bud-
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4 _
strewn yards. ‘“Far enough,”’ "panted
the fat man, slowing to a walk. “What
was they on you for, son?” a

“I belted Cardoner with my gunuﬁ

barrel earlier in the evenin’.”

with satisfaction. “Well-now, I'm sure
glad I dealt myself in back. there Saw

“them coyotes skulkin’ around, and fig- -
they was up to no - good.”

ured
“I’'m -much obhged mlster
- why—2" - .
“Never liked two on one, and never
gunnies.

But

worth, teamster for Finlaw, just call
me Bud.”

“Christopher, Chris for short,” said
Ellner, shaking hands with him. “You )

think they re dead?r”

Budworth shru&ged* masswely |

‘“Doubt it. Too ornery to.die that easy.
Not that ‘anybody’d miss ’em—except

“ Harry Shick. You better bunk with me .

tonight, Chris.. Nobody’ll bother you
in the ¥inlaw bunkhouse.”

- - “Thanks again, Bud. I wonder if .1 -
* . could get a job with your outfit?”

“I reckon,” Budworth -said.
Shark’ll Put you on, when he. hears
about this night’s work: -Just pistol-
. whippin’ Cardener * would've done it

probably; you ain’t got 2 thlng to’

-worry about, son.” .

“Left my gear. in the hotel,” Ellner
said, thinking: My worries are only
b_egému’ng, Bud, if you but knew it.

“We'll send a boy after ’em,” said
- Budworth, “Simmer down and ride
easy, son. O Uncle Bud’ll take care
of everythm You're. the luckiest
younker in the whole- Madrlll to fall

in with this ol’ reprobate, I hke the

looks of you and the way you handle
- a six-gun, and anybody that bends-a
barrel- over Cardoner’s skull is ace-
high with your Uncle Bud!”

#I hope those men don’t die, Bud,”
muttered Ellner, recalling others who
deserved it more. The murderers of
Slaighter, for example, |

Budworth chucLled “So do I son

. Reason’

_QWAPﬁ

“W@ B
lost a man -a few days back. The

Like nothin’ better’'n to let ‘em-have .

it all over again!: Chris, -don’t. waste .

no pity on them two animules.”
‘They went on to the extensive lay-

- out of the Finlaw Freight Company,
“You did?” The fat man chortled_.

and Budworth found Ellner a bed near

his .own in the long-bunkhouse, where

scores of men were already snoring. .
Ellner realized-he was fortunate to get
an inside break this early in the game, .
but it was hours before he fell asleep
in that.strange crowded environment.
His brain, racing with kaleidoscopic

“thoughts of Nancy and Slaighter, Car-

doner and the rest of -Shick’s men,
and - Blackston, Amanda and‘h

Cadill, would not let h1m rest,. |

% N THE mormng
| i -‘they learned that
|-} Kyhe was dead, but
the man called Bea—
ver would probably

recover” from . his
# wound. The town
=~ *marshal, writing ‘it

off as another chap-:
“ter- in the Finlaw-

Shick feud, refused

~to conduct anything more than a cur-

sory token mvestlgatmn ‘Cardoner. was
said to be. gunning for a long lean
stranger with curly black halr worn

~ short.

-~ Budworth took Ellner to breakfast
in the cookshack, and was conducting
- -him toward. the front office to inter-
view. Finlaw, when a thin weasel-faced
man named Veysey drew Bud aside

and dispatched him on some other. .
duty.: Veysey jerked a contemptuous
thumb at Ellner: “Come on, I'll bring

- you to the boss. But I'm telhn you,

he’s in a helIuva mean temper this -

mormn’ o . .

"The outer. office was full of rock-

-faced men with double-holstered gun

belts and a tough insolent swagger
about them. “New recruit,” grinned
Veysey, .and named off some of- the
gunmen in & kind- of mock introduc--
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tion., Hocknod was a brute-faced giant .

with innocent china-blue “eyes. Ellner

got oaly ‘a biurred impression' of the |

others, noting that Malkin was a clean-
cut b‘ond boy, Ponsford a duade in
flashy clothes, and Harrup tall, wire-
tain dad h@tchet-iafﬁd btenﬁtgch had

a solid blocky build, sullen. square-
Jawed features’ that mlght have been
hz‘_,f:ed outof granite, and light, "almost

olorless eyes. The rest were lost in

the shuffle, but Ellner knew this was

.as wicked a crew as he had ever seen,
‘including blood-mad Apaches and_

- Comanches-on the warpath. Worse, be-
cause these were whlte and supposediy
- civilized. - ~

" In the madin inner office, Shark Fin-

law sat behind -his desk chewing - a

twisted cheroot,

" mouth, eyes ¢cold and malevolent.
- “Chrlstopher ” announced Veysey.

‘“The one that taﬂgled w1th chL’ |

" boys last night.”
- “80?” said Finlaw, eyes bormg into
~ Ellner. “What do -you want?”
.- “Nothin’ but: a ]Ob o

| S Why Shou]d I glVe you & jOb?” de“
- mande

Finlavi. “You’re a -trouble-
maker; I've got troubles enough :al-
ready. Get out, boy, don’t waste my
time.” ‘

“But Budworth’ll vouch for e,”
Ellner said, in desperation. “Bud saldf_

you’d put-me. to work.”
 “The fat man doesn’t run thlS or-
ganization. Good morning, "mister.”

Finlaw waved & Iong whlte ha.nd m’--

dlsm1ssal

~“Just give me -a chance,”. Ellner-’

said, hating himself for havmg {0
: p]ead with thls repulswe specimen of
- an overlord.

Finlaw looked him up and down'

- with immeasurable scorn.” “You aren’t
tough énough for ‘this outfit, - boy
Take him away,- Veysey ? '

Ellner - whirled as. Veysey reached -

for his arm. “Keep your hands oif
" mel” he warned o

bald . head palely

agleam in ‘the niorning grayness. He-
- was well-named,. Ellner t‘lought fore- .
. head aad chinrece ding from the cruel

_hookeéd nose -and wide- down-turrned

Veysey grinned like 'a rodent. “Want
me to throw down.on him, BO*-"S"”

- “No, I don’t want 2Ny UNNecessary .

gunplay L. just have him - heaved
out.”’ >

“Whos gom to do it'-‘*” askea Ell-

ner. J -

Shark Fm‘law smu.ed' his dow'n-g
curved smile, “Hocknod!” he called,
“Come in. here.” The nulking man

shuffled m from the ‘outer room, his

mild blue eyes blinking in the cr aggy ..
face. - “Throw " him" cut,

dered Finlaw, wavmﬂ' ne'rligehtlv at

Hocknod grmned his’ eyes brighten--
“ing childishiy, “Why Sz, i20s3.” he

advanced hne a gigantic urchin r,.....cl*-
ing for a new toy. |

LLNER STOOD perfectly motlon-

less ‘until- those monstrous hands
~were almost upon him. Then he

Secined to expk.ue into a terrific gne-
two motion, - lashing his left to. that

J——I.—I-‘-'--—

thick corded. throat, ripping his right

low and_deep-ixito tl*e abdomen. Hock-
nod uttered a strangled retching groan

~ ‘and doubled in gut-torn agen V,. 2asp-
“ing for.air and groping blindly. Ellner
‘stood off and Iaced him left-right, left
and right again, pcurmrr. aJI he had H

into the punches

Huge head bobbmg vxolently, Tock-

nod reeled back across the office, his

. enormous shoulders craching the: Wa.ll

Braced there, he: made ‘a frenzied ef--

-~ fort to-fight back, but Ellner. drilled -
him- low im the body once more. As

Hocknod bent in the middle, Eliner

brought- both- fists whipping up into

that bloody: face. Lifted upright and
backward, Hocknod’s - head- t‘mmped

the wall mth resoundmg force. Eyes

glazed and breath sawing in choked
sobs, Hocknod shambled forward in a
leaning, lurching trot. Elner. clubbed

the. back of his neck with a hammer-

like blow. Hocknod fell face down and

lay there, gaggmg, bleeding and
squirming. -

Veysey" hadfhls gin. drawn ready )
+ to:strike * ‘Ellner from - behmﬂ but

"Hock,” “or-.
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Shark Finlaw " spoke sharply: “Put
that up, Veyscy, and leave him alone!
I. always -knew that big blubber
couldn’t lick a man who’d stand up to
him. You, Christdpher——‘—put the boots
to him, 1f you want to.’

Lllner shook his hea,d and rubbed
h1s raw achmg knuckles. “I’'m Sd‘ll; *
fied.” - -
‘“‘He’s not hcked yet you know,”
said Finlaw; “better finish him,. or
he’ll kill you boy.”

Hocknod was up on hands and
knees, the blood spattering widely as
he shook . his large head. Lllner looked
down at him and gestured opcn-hand-—
ed. “I don’t want to hit him again.’

“Well somebody’s got to*” Shar
Finlaw came out of his chair and
around the desk with surprising sneed.
The gun seemed to leap into his hand.
~With cold cruel precision and force,
Finlav chopped the barrel across the
giant’s sagging head: Hocknod slumped
unconscious on the boards, a- dark
pool spreading under his ‘battered face.
“There,” said Finlaw. “Drag him out-
side, Veysey Bring him to, and tell
him to lay off this boy. Ive changed
my mind; if Budworth’s out there,

send h1m m "

........
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Veyfey hauled Hocknod to the ddor-
way, where other hands. 1aid hold of

_htm. I'inlaw resumed his seat, m
 tioning Ellner into a chair before tha
desk. “I make mistakes occasionally,”
admitted Finlaw. “Usually “early 1m
the morning, when I’'m-in .a bad mood
. 'This-damned insomnia is ruining me.
He smiled - that inverted smile.-
Christopher, perhaps - you are tougu
~enough for us,after all.” -
- “I hope so” Eliner cald “1 Sure
need the job.” = -
“Do your- work, mmd your own
business, and you’ll get a‘long all.
right, I .expect my -employees to .fol-
low instructions. to : the - letter—and,

nmia-:

“Well,

-never ask questmns In return, I offer
. them protection.” From whatever they

need to be protected from. For in-
stance, Harry Shick’s boys won’t mo-
lest you, as long as you 're on my pay-
roll.”

- Ellner nodded gravely.”

“You don't*care where you go, or’
what you haul—do you?” g
- “No, sir.” N

“That’s fine,” Finlaw said. “I don’t
like my men getting particular—and
noséy. I'll send you out with Bud-
worth. He’s a good man to break in
with.” *

UDWORTH appeared in the door- .

way then. broad red face beaming
and jovial, his gross bulk filling the
entire entrance. “Guess I don’t have
to tell you, Boss, how good this boy.
is!”’ He ambled in and clapped Ellner
on the shoulder, chewing his tobacco
with satlsfactlon

“Take him over the Humn on your
regular run,-Bud,” said Finlaw. “I
know he can ha,ndle his fists, and I
hear he can use a gun. You find out
what he can do with horses and a
wagon. And don’t lay over and get
drunk in Orestes this time, Budworth.”

Budworth looked hurt. “I told you,
Boss, I had a broken axle last trip.”

“Well. don’t break another,” warned
Shark T'inlaw. “You can tell Christo-
pher about the pay and found, and if.

~ he needs an advance get it from the

pavmast~t when Chris sizns up. That's
all, bovs.”

ln the outer room Ellner noticec

that the gunhands regarded him with

more. interest and respect, and the
smiling blond Malkia remarked: “Now
that Iratso’s got a bodyguard, he can
stay drunk all the time.”

“Drunk or scher I can take any of
you young punks” Budworth rephed
easily. “And don’t ever forget it.”. .

“Gettin’ . cocky,” drawlﬂd Male.

“since he bushv hﬂcked a dance hall
tinhorn.” -

Budworth laughed at them “Trou-
ble with.you boys, you ain’t shot off:

- nothin’ but your mouths. for so long

\

e I--.-I"
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that a gunshot’d 5pook you hke Jack-
ass rabbits!”

Outside “in the yard Budworth
beamed at Ellner .with almost pater-

nal fondness and pride. “I would have

to miss that hoorawin’ you handed to
Hocknod, Chris. But we’ll have many
a more Jamboree together you and;
me.’ -
“I fouled him,” Ellner confessed
Budworth’s laughter boomed in de-
light. “How can you . foul a critter

like that, son? He’s bigger and tough--.

er’n a bull buffalo.”
“And dumber,” added Lllner
Budworth hooted in agreement, and

to get you in on it Chris.”
“What’s that, Budp? >
- YT -don’t nghtly know-—or care,”
. Budworth said. “All T know is it paye?
off real handsome. We make a good

41 hope so, Bud,” said Ellner,
thinking that he could make a very
~good ‘guess as to what that bonus run

~ was. A'cargo of Henry rifles and

. .44-.40 ammunition-to the: Red Cloud
"‘Agency of Zillah Bible |

-
-
- -
° '
i
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YN TWO WEEKS Ellner had learned

a lot about the Finlaw Freight

Company—yet really’ nothing that he

was after. But without any actual evi-
~ dence, he was convinced that this out-
- - fit ran' guns to the Comanches. And
-~ positive ,that Stonetsch had killed
~ Dutch Slalghter in Kiowa Pass, at the

comimand of Shark Finlaw. There was
no talk about it,-even from Budworth
but - Ellner lmew that Stonetsch had
beéen riding with the Dutchman at the
time of the so- -called accident.  Some-
how they had become suspicious of

Slaighter, enough to warrant doing
-Bway with him, - %

Ellner lived in the company bunk-

house at Elkton, baving transferred his

.- " w

_—-""

team; we' might -draw- it together.”-- - -
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gear Trem the Mountain View Housa

and 'his bay gelding from the livery
“barn. He was accepted by his asso-
ciates; thanks to Budworth’s sponsor-

-ship and his own friendly manner, al-
though Hocknod, -Veysey . and Sto-

netschharbored some animosity to-

ward him. There had been no trouble

Shick hands, for Ellner never appeared

-in town unaccompanled by his fellow-

workers. He .couldn’t afford to take.

his mission to an untimely end, but it

- as-yet with Cardoner and the other =

the -chance of having Cardonet brmg |

was annoying to hear constantly that

Cardoner never left off threatening or
branding him a coward in public.

Nancy Dorr had- left the Silver

. Horses} d d in with an el-
mauled him happily. “Coupla weeks orseshoe, and moved in with an e

- I'm-due for -a bonus run, and I'll try -

derly widow, who owned a neat com-
fortable adobe house at the- -edge of
the settlement. Ellner. spent his free
evenings there with her, and their mu-

‘tual attraction had flowered swiftly

into something richer, deepér and more -

meaningful.. It was love without any

e iy —

- doubt, and - Ellner wanted “to marry
her—-—he thought Even though her

statius ‘as a dance-hall gir
and nagged at him, and’ Nancy made |

no attempt to explain or ]ustlfy her-
self.

On the other hand Ellner hadn’t

revealed his true ldentlty and purpose
here to Nancy, ‘but he often felt that

This treserve on -either
side inevitably caused a slight breach
between them, marring the happlness

of their moments together.

When Ellner. arrived this’ night, hlS

were alight, and Nancy knew that

- something had happened, as she lifted
“her mouth for his Kiss. Mrs.
-left them alone in the parlor as usual, .

Owen

declaring that she- always preferred to
sew and putter around in the kit¢hen.
Seated comfortably on the sofa, Nancy
looked questtonmgly at him,

“Bud and I are gomg out on that
bonus “haul tomorrow,” Ellner told
her boylsh in his eagerness 2

<
£
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trou led "3-

the girl knew all about him and his-
- assignment.

- g

lean bronze face and level brown eves



- . “Then we may, not see one another
. again, Chris,” she said..

“What
Nancy?”’

“I just have that feeling. You are
going to be in:great danger, Chris—
as Dutch was.”

- Ellner laughed gently.
- through it, Nancy.”.. -

. “Even 1f you do, you won’t be com-
-ing back to Elkton "o

makes - you . say that,

-He regarded her steadlly “Yeu're
a wise girl, Nancy.: How do you know
so much” about me? And everythmg-
. in general?” - .
" 'She smiled wrstfully “I don’t I
have to guess about you, Chris.’ ‘And .

you have to wonder about me. It keeps
a barrier between us; don’t you think

it’s time to bresak it down?”

“I can’t explain, until this is over. -
Why don’t you meet me at Fort Shel- -

ley?”’ .
. “Would & former dance- hall girl be
welcome in officers’ row?”

~ Ellner- stiffened.
- officers’ row?”

“Still . guessing, Chris,”

she ~mur-

LT \
mured. “I've mailed messages for you Owen’s kind hospitality, I'll deliver it =

“to the post. And I’ve known quite a
 few army men; here and there.” -

Ellner raised - his wide shoulders.
“Meet. me at Shelley, and I'll give
you the whole story, Nancy P

“You want ‘me to come, just as I

am? Without any explanatlon on my .

part?”

“Yes,” he sald “Sure, 1 do "
. Her smile "was mscrutable

right, Chris. I'll take the stage to Fort

Shelley. But I won’t hold you to any-
" thing there.” |
' “You won’t have to Nancy,” he_

said, laughing. “But ;omeday you'll
“tell me why you were _masquerading
‘as a honkytonk entertainer.”

“Tt does bother you, doesn’t it?”

She was abruptly serious. .
“A little,” Ellner admltted
I’d never let you go, Nancy.”

“Ah, that’s what I want to hear‘

Chris.”” She leaned close, her face up-

lifted and radiant, and Ellner lowered

“I’ll - come

-manding offi er. 27
““Who cares about - g cer's. quarters.

“But
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his lips flrmly upon the warm fullness
- of hers.

Later, she asked:
tomorrow?”

“You g0 south

‘“As far as Cordovan Clty After' o
‘that, T don’t know.” :
- “Southwest into the Paladm foot-'-h -

hills? I'm guessing again, Chris.”

- Ellner™ nodded somberly.- “Perhaps
your hunch parallels mine, Nancy.”

HEY HAD coffee and sandwiches,

and Ellner gave - her .another
sealed envelope bearing -the pre-ar-
ranged address of a flCtlthUS cwlhan

- at- Fort Shelley.

“If. you leave tomorrow you.can
carry this in person,” he suggested. “It
wouldn’t mean much to.anyone who in-
tercepted it, Nancy, but it’s highly -
imperative that it gets to the post. As

-soomnr as possible. -

“Where will I f1nd this person -
Chris?” - a

“At Major Aydelott’ The com-.

“I think I’ll take.the stage tomor-

row,” Nancy Dorr mused. _T‘Fl?ve had

enough of this town, in spite of Mrs. -

myself, Chris, When do you expect to
get there?”

~ “By the end of the week probably
Four or five days.”

“Be careful,. Chris,” she- said ear-
nestly. “Please: be awfully careful.”

“I will, 'l be -all right; Nancy.”"
Ellner kISSEd her farewell, called good

- ""All “night and thahks toe Mrs. Owen, and

left the adobe to cut across to the

. frexght yard in-the warm langorous

night. He’d-need all the sleep and:
rest he could get, with that big ordeal

looming( ahead. of him. ‘For the re-
- mainder of this week, he’d be rldlng |

elbow to elbow Wlth death
&

™ )

Halfway to the bunkhouse, it oc-
curred to. Ellner to send a whimsical
verbal message . to.-Lieutenant Rusty -
Cadill. Smiling to himself, he turned

'_and retraced his course toward the
trim little adobe -house on the ‘nearby
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outskirts. The moon hung golden'
above the Madrills in the east, and

the Paladin Peaks ghttered in star-
lignt on the western -horizon. Senses

- marpened by impending danger -and

sirife, Chris_ Ellner felt wonderfully
alive, fit and young, keen as a saber.

In. the -alley . opposite: .the Cwen
- home, he came to a sudden shocked
halt. N ancy was on the leanto porch,

lamplight glimmering on her golden

hair, and there was somebody with

her, a man. The big graceful figure of
Cardoner towering over ‘the gu'l

Ellner blmLed mcreduleusly, scarcely-

- able to credit -his’ vision ‘in this in-
stance.- But there they were, standing
close together in the dimness;, intent
on one another and their conversation.

-Madness. réared up in Ellner, claw-

_ing-his throat tight even: as he cla.wed
at’ his gun-handle, but he forced it
down with a.tremendous effort, stand-

ing . rooted : until the Wlldness ebbed |
_ slowly-out of him and sanity returned.
_He couldn’t permit a private issue to -
jeopardize the entire project. This was

-no time to risk a fight with Cardoner.
‘Let him have the girl; she was no

~ good anyway .~ . The: message wouldn’t |
mean anything to that big strutting =
dance-hall ‘bully.. But it mlght to the

-shrewd slick Harry Shick, if he ever
got hold of it.

Ellner thrust his Colt back into the
leather, and wiped his sweating palms

n -his trousers. The madness -was

- gone, but. the bitter taste stayed in his
" mouth,; the-aching knot in his. throat,

and- 1n51de he was hollow.and. desolate.

.~ He'd been a. fool all right, an utter
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