


146

THE GOLDEN ARGOSY.

APRIL 11, 18!

if he or she were snugly ensconced in a cosy
cottage in some settled State, instend of being
out on the wide prairie, and liable at any
moment to be swooped down upon by fierce
savages.
The song and dance continued until ten
o'clock, and then ceased, and in a few min-
utes after the majority of the people were
asleep on the grounds, or on beds laid out on
top of the furniture in the wagons.
Enck and Alfred picketed their horses in the
square, 5o that they might be able to graze all
night if they wished, and, spreading two rab-
ber blankets on the ground, and woollen
blankets over these, they took off their coats
and boots, and lay down to sleep, us content-
edly as if they were'in the senator's mansion
in St. Louis.

In the morning, the bed-clothing was
neatly folded and strapped on the saddles,
so that ench horse might bo equally weighted.

‘When breakfast was ready, the horses were
groomed and watered by Jack: and when the
train started off, the cousins again took their
place at the head of the column.

They made themselves so useful in scout-
ing in every direction that the men called
them ‘‘the eyes of the train,” and compli-
mented them highly for their efforts, as they
reported any large animals they saw, and
read by the signs in the ground how long it
was since men, horses, or wagons had passed
over it.

Their d march was bed by
any unusual incident for four days, and they
were beginning to think they would reach
their destination without being molested by
the Indians, when they were rudely awakened
from their wense of security by seemy the
tracks of a large number of shoeless poniesin
the soft ground on the bunks of the Platte

iver.

When Juck examined these, he decided

\that they were made by the mustangs of a
war-party, as there were no impriuts of the
wigwam-poles, which always trail behind the
horses when a village is moving.

The leaders held a consnltation on noting
these indications of dunger: but after an earn-
est discussion they could come to no coneln-
sion, except to determine to fight to death
Tather than permit themselves to be captured.
As the the tracks led to the southward, it was
snppused that the party was going on an ex-
pedition aguinst the Comanches or some tribe
in the Indian Territory ; but for fear it might
be composed of free lances, who were after
any person's secalp, the wagons were formed
into a huge square, so that the men could re-
treat into it in case the enemy attacked, and
proved too strong in the open ground.

The procession moved onwards in this man-
mer for two days without meeting any further
signs of the savages : hut the men did not re-
lax their vigilance, nnd all carried their ritles
and revolvers londed, 5o as to be ready to use
thow iu an instant. .

Jack, having determined to be prepared for
all contingencies, took his clothiny, chemicals,
Iariats, and other articles out of the wagon in
which they were stowed away, and tied them
on his saddle, and, having thrown the quiver

list

over his shoulder, was ready to run or fight, '

according to circumstances.

On the evening of the second day the men
met some more tracks, but this time they led
to the north, a fact which caused some lively
nEacnlminn as to the object of the purty. As
the leaders could not agree about that, Jack
}vmpnned that half a dozen persons should

ollow up the trail, and sce 1f it continned in
& straight course.

This proposition being favorably received,
& small detachment was detailed to make a
scont for & mile or two.  When this, which
was piloted by Juck, had gone about half o
mile from the train, it noticed that the im-
prints swerved to the right fora mile or more,
then bent directly sonth again.

This peculiar cirenmstance made it evident
that the savages were watching the train, so
the scouts hastened buck, and related what
they had seen.  Another consultation was the
result, and this led to the severance of the
harmony which had prevailed up to that time.
Some of the men thought they wounld escape
an attack by tuking a more northern route,
and among these was MeComas: but the nan-
jority objected to it, and said that if they kept
together they conld heat off any body of suv-
ages that would dare to attack them,
mas seid the safest plan would be toavoid the
attack, and suggested that they should cross
the Rocky Mountains at some point in Wy-
oming, instead of following the Pike's Penk
route, as that would take them nway from the
tribes, which, evidently, were at war with one
another.

The majority objected to thix, hut he being
& stubborn, self-willed man, finding that he
had a few followers, wonld not necept its de-
cisions, 8o e and nine of his sympathizers,
with their wagons, left the train, and start-
ed on their perilous jonrney into unknown
wilds.

Jack and Alfred accompunied them, owing
to the kindness shown them by the leader,
although the former was somewhat dubious
about the wisdom of the sepuration.

The seceders continned their course nnio-
terruptedly for twenty-four hours, and as
they had seen nosigns of an enemy, they con-
gratulated themselves on the conrse they had
pursued.

They did not huve long to wait betore they
changed their opinions, however, for while

they were crossing a rolling saud-hill, two or | sealping knives, and mingled with their war ' nutmegs, and their relation to the

three hundred feet high, they were assuiled

by u heavy shower of wrows and bullets, | tims. Thix sight made the cousins sick ut | de

which were poured on them from every side
Che snddenness of the attack unnerved the
men for a moment, but as soon as they recov-
ered thewselves, they snswered the enemy

McCo- |

" with a volley, then retreated into the square
| formed by the wagons.

The cousins, who were close together when

'the savages opened fire, did not reply, but
seizing n man, who had been so severely
wounded a8 to fall off his horse, by the collar,

i they dragged him along the ground, and on
entering the square, placed him in his own
wagon, where he was received with loud
lamentutions by his wife and children.

‘They took up a position beneath one of the
enrts, and commenced blazing away at the
savages whenever they saw one. Alfred rather

I enjoyed the contest at first, but when he be-
beld men and women dropping around him,
and heard the screams of children, the vicious

whizzing of bullets, the droning of arrows,
the shrill whistles which urged on the attack,
and the fierce war - whoops of the assailants.
he wished himself far from the scene. His
foolhardiness in running away from home
dawned npon him then in all its vividness, ,
and he decided that if he escaped death that
time, he would not place himself in such a’
position a second time,

Notwithstanding his fears, he fought as
stubbornly as any man could, and would have |

. preferred to be shot where Lie was rather than |
give it to say that he could display a trace of |
cowardice. His courage was more moral than
physieal, and that is the highest form of brav-
ery : hence, while he suffered mentally,

i resolved to die where he was rather than ex- |

| cape by flight.

Fighting was an old story with Jack, and
Lie, of course, was much more at home in the
affair than his cousin, but he liked it no bet-

" ter than anybody else. Few have, in fact, ex-
pecially in savage warfare, where no honors
can be gained. The consins were the only
persons who used their amunition eautiously,

| for they did not fire until they saw a savage |

rise ; und the result was that nearly every one |

of their shots counted.  Both were lying on

the stomach and firing, by glnuting their el-

ybows firmly on the ground, but whenever

| they loaded their rifles they threw themselves
flat on their back.

| As they took aim through the spokes of the
wagon wheels, they had both a good view of

\ the enemy and a screen for themselves, and
this enabled them to escape scathless, although
their companions were rapidly fulling around

| them. Tfm Indians were in such overwhelm-

'ing numbers that they could huve ensily cap-

| tured the train by making s dash upon it; but
| as their tactics in warfare are to injure the

" foe ns mnch s they can, and with as little loss

| to themselves as possible, they were content |
with firing from concealment, and shouting
| their blood-curdling war whoops at intervals.

‘Their war cries were not so terrifying as

| Alfred had imagined, and were it not for their
!asxociations, he would have listened to them
without experiencing sny strange emotions. |
The cries were shrill, pitched in & very high
key, and given a vibratory sound by shaking
the hand over the mouth. As they are never
uttered except in battle, or in the war dance,
they startle the bravest man when they are
first heard, for they know too well what they
indicate,

As the struggle progressed, Alfred became |
less nervous, and bandled his rifle almost '
as_calmly as the veteran Jack, who had been
raised amid the horrors of savage warfare.

The firing continued for an hour or more
without intermission, and the savages, think-
ing they had seriously lessened the number
of their adversaries in that time, made a rush |
for the wagons, but they were received with
such warmth that they were glad to beat a
retreat, and seek shelter in the long grass.

The emigrants cheered loudly on secing
them retire, and were answered with fierce
screams of defiance, and n prolonged war
whoop, which was given simultaneously by
all the warriors.  Juck knew by this that they
were thoroughly resolved on the capture of
the train, and knowing what a horrible fate
awaited those who tell into their hands, he
suggested to Alfred that he should be pre-
pared to mount his mustang and make a dash
for sufety, in case the foe was able to enter!
the square, as further resistance would then
be uscles:

T'o this he nodded assent, und resumed fir-
ing in such a cool manner that Juck concluded
there was one city boy at least who had real
courage. The battle continued another hour,
perhaps, when a shrill whistle, which was dis-
tinetly heard nbove the rifie volleys, sounded
on the left on the square.

** Tt iy the chief's order to udvance,” said
Jue mount and come with me. It is death

uht now. ™

Alfred obeyed him promptly, and both took |
up w position in a very narrow space between |
two wagons, which was hardly wide enough
to allow u horseman to pass through.

At the second whindv, a body of almost
nuked savages, whose shaved hends and crests
Pof red horsehair gave them a strikingly mar-
| tial aspect, rose out of the grass, and dashed
‘l‘nr\\ rd as fast as they could run.

** Shoot I shouted Juck, as soon us they got
within fifty or sixty yards; and the cousins

! poured out such w stream of fire from their
repeating rifles that they cleared the space
| before them of the enemy, for those that were
| not killed or wounded fled to the right or left,
and tried to force an entrance in some other
direction. .
| When Juck saw this, he fuced ubont, just

i in time to behold the savages pouring in from

tthe tront. They were already using their

l

| whoops were the fearful sereams of their vie-

henrt: and ax they did not wish to share the
fute of the others, Jack told Alfred to ride for
his life.

( 10 be continned.)
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| names are preferable

HOW RUBBER SHOES ARE MADE.

Dip you ever see any crude rubber, and have you
any 1dea how it is gatheted and worked? There
are twenty or thirty varieties of crude rubber, vary-
ing greatly in quality, aud of these the best is known
as Para, a South American product, obtained in Bra- l
zil, about 1,800 miles above the mouth of the Ama-
zon. It is called Para from a city of that name,
from which it is shipped to foreign parts. The gum !
is gathered by tapping the rubher trees as we tap |
maple trees for sap for muple sugar. The sap is |
gathered into a large pot. into which the native i
dips a flat wooden paddle. to which the gum ad-
heres. He withdraws the paddle and holds in a
smoke made by burning palm unuts, which dries
and cares the film of rubber on the paddle. He'
then dips again, and smokes aguin, repeating the
process until e has on the paddle a bunch of gam
weighing several pounds. Then he splits the ball
or roll to get the paddle out. und it is ready for
market. )

These natives are not models of honesty. how-
ever, as these chunks of gum frequently contain
palm nuts, rubber nuts, pieces of iron, or are freely

mixed with sand to add weight. which often causes

the manufacturer great trouble. The public, or a

large share of the public, have au idea the

rubber gum comes something like tan

that it is melted and cast into whatever form is de-

2 but this is not true. A rubber-shoe factory
t a foundry ; it comes nearer heing a printing

"
office.
‘Thexe chiunks of rubber are sliced into stenks,
vou might say. by sharp knives revolving rapidly
and ki wetted. When one of these
kni i upt to be
operators are on the look-
out, and accident: are xo thoroughly |
guarded against that they are very rare. These
xteaks are then put into a chopy machine,
where they are made into an article closely resem-
bling hoarding-house hash, only thatthis hah is the .
straight goods. except that it needs cleaning.  The
small L
machine w!
the same time washes
Thix (not the dirt and sand) is now shove
rolling machine which compresses the muss
rough sheets. Thix is the first process.

®

h makes mince meat of th
all the dirt

and at
sand.

al
nto
Thexe

.
|

ed i

sheetx are then taken to another building and put
into a steam drying-room. where they remain about
three months to free them trom all moistur

to 30 per
remains
the heat
pansion, and conse-
The d

quently causes blisters in the stock.
ix then run bhetween hen
steam, and called grinder:
to_permit the admix;
rial.

Rubber in its natural state is unfit for w;
Goodyear's process of iizati
i sary to utiliz ing
e the gronnd rubber through still
er series of rollers. which press the rubber
and sulphur together in one soft, fine hody, which
is finally run 5.mugl. w calender, between great
steel cylinders : the mass is pressed out into long
smooth =heets of any desired width or thickness.
Then comes the printing process.  These sheets
are fed through steel eylinders on the face of which
is engraved the pattern for sole, heel, and upper |
desired to be produced, and these impressions are
ax clearly ted on the rubber as this type im-

ression is on this paper.

Then the sheets go to the cutters, who cut out
the different parts and send them to their respec-
tive departments.  The lasting is done similarly to
that of other shoex, except that the parts are all
put together by rubber cement. and, before re-
moval from the lust, they are placed in the vuleani
zing ovens. where they are snbjected to a degree of |
heat that transformx the varions parts into a homo- |
geneous mass in the shape of a boot or shoe with- ‘
out a seam, nuil. or peg. Then, if a dull finish ix
desired, the last is removed, and the goods are
ready for market. Otherwise they are varnished to
give the bright finixh, and dried, when they are
ready.

z

WHAT ARE YOU?

“How shall we dexignate inhahitants of States ™'
asks a N. Y. paper. It then gocs on to throw out.
a few hints on this important subject, as follows:

This problem hax been a vexing one for a cons
erable period, and seems to be as far trom solution
now as when firat propounded.

Naturally the citizens of Maine objeet ax strenu- |
ously to the term Maniacs as do the citizenx of Col- |
orado to the term Coloradudes. To the Wikconsin-
ner these names seem appropriate to the Ntates
named, but the penultimation and ante-pennltima-
tion of his own name, ** sinner,” he strongly con- |
demns. The Michigander objects to his name be-
cause it will not apply to the lady inbabitants, who
threaten a revolt if called Michigeese ; while the

itizens of two Southern States declare they will xe-
cede if the rest ot the Union call them nexsee-
sickans and Kentuckites

The New Jersey man is rather_ proud to be desig-
nated n New Jersitalian, but Delaware-are-ye is
considered in the peach State as a refiection on it

The Vermont people were once proud of the |

term Green Mountain Boys, but in these days of
bunko in our large cit where they xometimes
visit, they regard with nation anything re- |

w.  In’its sister |
Hampshirts has
. the former method of |

having been con- |

ng_ipon thei
New Humpshir

the

fon, White

e
nati

desig
demued by the legisluture.

or the last few years the Vermonter, in rexponse
on what he called himself, has replied
as an Edmundx man, but as a permanent
name this will hardly pass muster. )

In Connecticut, people are known as Connecti-
cutaneous, because of their predilection for wooden

" generally

ixe of the numer muj
and often b, relatives
s Allof these terms

Connecticut-throats hec
s in the past two y
in other Stat Connection
are good and are likely to liv

It is rather rough to call some Westerners Kan-
sassassins and New Mexicoyotes, but even these
to Alabashibazouks. or the

thus formed are then put through u |

! * Whowe heart had brooded. all that wintry day,

| the

'
|

Arkansasinine, which, next to the North and Sonth
v a designation as

any in the land.
. To our mind the best way will be to let each
State adopt its own term for its inhabitants, where-
by all ill-feeling will be suppressed, and the millen-
ium of designation given a good start.
—ee -
EARLY SUPERSTITION.

Tur. information comes from Belgravia that the
day of all others sacred to mystic rites was ever the
eve of St. Agnes (Jan. 20), when maidens fasted
and then watched for a sign. Ben Johnson alludes
to the custom :

**On wweet Bt. es’s night

Please you with &? prnmill:d ight,

Some of husbands, some of lovers,

Which an empty dream discovers.
And a character in **Cupid's Whirligig ” (1616)
says: “1could find in my heart to pray nine times
to the moone and fast three St. Agnes's Eves, so
that I might bee sure to have him to my husband.”
Aubrey gives two receipts to the ladies for that eve
which may still be useful. Take a row of pins and

+ pull out every one one after another, saying a pater

noster and sticking & pin in your sleeve, and you
will dream of him you shall marry. Again, * you
must lie in another country. and knit the left garter
out the right-legged stocking (let the other gar-
ter and stocking alone), and as you rehearse these
follpwing verses, ut every comnia knit a knot:
** Thix knot I knit,
To know the thing. I know not yet,
That I mq e,

The man who
How he goes, and wh
And what he does, all day
srdingly in your dream you
h 2 lute or other instrument; if a
scholar, with a hook or papers, d he adds a lit-
tle encouragement to use thix device in the follow-
ing anecdote: * A gentlewoman that | knew con-
fessed in my hearing that she u this method and
dreamed of her husband whom she had never seen.
About two or three vears after. as she was on Sun-
day at church, at our Lady's Church in Sarum, up
ng-Oxonian in the pulp she cries out
v her sister, * This is the very face of the
man that I saw iy Sir William Soame’s
lady did the like." v needful to remind
readers of Keats’s ** Eve of St. Agnes™ and the
story of Madeline :

On love, and wing'd St. Aguen’s saintly care,

An whe hud heard old dumes full many times declare.”
Our ancestors made mervy in_u similar faxhion

on St. Valentine's Day. So Herrick, speaking of &

bride. say

**She muxt no more a-maying,
Or by rowebuds divine
Who'll be her Valentine.”

Brand. who helps us to this quotation, gives an

| amusing extract from the Connoixgenr to the same

Last Friday was St. Valentine’s Da;
ght hefore | got five bay leaves, and |
four of them to the four corners of my pillow, ane
the fitth to the middle ; and then. if I dreant of my
sweetheart, Betty suid we should be married before
the year wax out. But to make it more sure 1
boiled an egg hurd, und took out the yolk and filled
it with salt. and when 1 went to bed eat it, shell
and all. without speaking or drinking atter it. We
also wrote our lovers’ names upon bite of paper.
and rolled them up in clay, and put them into
water, and the fimst that rose up was to be our val-
entine. Would you think it? Mr. Blossom was
my man. | layabed and shut my eyes all the
morning till he came to our house, for [ would not
Im‘(;d seen another man before him for all the
world.

— e ——
A FATHERLY CAT.

ABoUT two months ago, while staying in the
Rocky Mountaing in Northern Colorado, I wit-
nessed an example of fatherly aflection in a tom-
cat, which I feel sure you will be interested to hear
of. This cat had adopted two motherless kittens ;
he slept with th 'm at night. guarded them in the
daytime and always superintended their meals, in
which latter he showed great unselfishness. For
the hostess of the ranch was in the habit of teeding
ittenx out of a small bowl of milk laid on the
floor, into which they at once would plunge their

s : meanwhile itty Gray.” the old tom-cat—
quite aware that there was not room for his own
great head in it too—would sit by, complacently
watching them., nor move till they had finished, ex-

' cept when his hunger was rery keen, and then he
* would dip his paw in now and again and lick it.

Thix was the case when [ saw himg and I xhall
not readily forget the sight of that large gray-and-
white cat walking demurely round the bowl to see
where he could bhest insert his paw without dis-
turbing the kittens, and then, with his head much
on one side, dipping it delicately in and out, until
they had quite finished, when he at once fell to and
drank up the remainder.

— e
A NOVEL EXPEDIENT.

A Frexch artist, tinding it somewhat annoying
to have his creditors constantly at his door presi-
ing him for money, procured a bear, which he
taught to answer the door-bell and to show its
teeth every time an unwelcome visitor appeared.
The plan was successiul beyond the artist's most
sanguine expectations. Creditors. having natur-
ally some regard for their personal safety, ceased
troubling him.  Latterly, however, the animal died.
Another not being procirable, the artist determined
to enact the part himself. He sewed himself up in
the bear's-sKin coat, set to practising the manners
and language of the animul by howling, screeching.
and seratching at the door, until at last the neigh-
bors loxt all patience and lodged a complaint against
lim, with the rexult that the ingenious artist was
tined and compelled to desist.

von -

AHEAD OF HIS TIME.

IN the superstitious times, a century or two ago,
when every one believed in witcheraft, a woman
" was tried in England on a charge of being a witch.
Neveral witnesses for the prosecution swore that
!she could fly. The judge. a hard-headed man,
noted for his cool, Keen sense, was disgusted.
‘Turning to the woman. he said, ** Prisoner, can you

Hy 7™ = Yes, v lord," answered the poor “de-
| mented ¢ Well, then, you may ; there is

) law against fiying,” and he turned the case out
l of court.
























