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GROUND mist hung over the would have judged the machine as a scout 
valley of the Marne that mom- • of the allied forces.
ing in September, blurring the Had there remained any doubt in one's 
outline of trees and low rolling mind, the rapid sequence of events, follow

hills. Off to the east the sky showed plain- ing the appearance of the great me<;hanical 
ly the promise of the coming day in ribbons bird, would have set them at rest. 
of light, which pierced .the mist and set it Through a lane of the wavering mist, ·a 
a-tremble, breaking it here and there as an stretch of the valley _appeared. .As if the
army wavers and recoils before att_ack, -ere sunbeam had been . a' great sword, the
it rolls back in a general retirement. • shrouding haze rolled back, cut in twain.

Above the misty sea, in a rapidly rising • ·Beneath the dartingmonoplane appeared
crescendo, came a low steady humming, men and horses-a troop of horsemen riding 
which grew and grew to a roar. A great slowly forward. And they were looking 
thing of cloth and metal ribs,. supporting upward, attracted by the-drone of the swift

its wide-flung wings between which its hol- scout of the air. They sighted it on· the

low body pitched forward behind the blur exact instant the mist cloud parted. Their 
of its well-nigh invisible propellor, swept· leader whipped out a heavy German auto
suddenly into sight, headed west by matic and, flinging his hand upward, dis
south like a great homing pigeon, t9,ward charged a shot in the air. Behind him his 
Paris or perhaps merely the lines of the men unslung their carbines and began firing 
French. as fast as they could pump in the sh�lls. 

Two men rode upon it, so ,swathed in · Pop-pop-pop-pop! The sound _of their
leather, so hooded and goggled that one firing drifted up to the men who rode the 
could distinguish naught of their national:. plane. 
ity_ or personal appearance. Yet one versed He at the controls acted quickly, sliding 
in military affairs, particularly aeronautics, his levers. The monoplane banked sharply 
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