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T WAS at luncheon. A dozen business and professional men around the table. 

Somebody had just spoken of "Little Eve Edgarton." This woke up a New York 
. City District Superintendent of Schools, who is a distinguished lecturer on peda

gogics and the author of several text-books. 

"I read all the fifteen-cent magazines," he said, "and I read them for-the fiction.

That is my favorite recreation. A good story gives me a mental rest, and, if you will 
pardon the bull, a mental stimulus. It pleases me more than a good play, because I can 
enjoy it in the congenial surroundings of my library." 

"What magazine do you enjoy most?" 
We (editorial we) did not ask that question, but the answer interested us strangely. 
"'Adventure,'" said the School Superintendent promptly. "I grab it from the news-

stand on the day of publication, and that evening I plunge into its excellent fiction 
and forget my worries. I'd rather miss any other two magazines than •Adventure.•" 

It will surprise the very able District Superintendent of New York Schools when he 
rel'ds this page to learn that we (editorial we) overheard and deeply appreciated his enthu

siastic tribute to " Adventure." If he is curious he may identify us (editorial us) as the 
fourth man on his right who subsequently laughed loudest at his excellent stories of 

humorous incidents in the day's work of a man who directs nine hundred teachers. 
All very personal-but that kind of thing makes us all the more enthusiastic in 

getting still better stories for you and the District Superintendent to read. 
"Adventure" is now three and a half years old. During that time we have been 

doing our best to please you. Many of you have written us that the magazine has grown 
better with each number. At any rate, in doing our best we think we have learned 

to do better. 
You will find some of our plans for doing better indicated on the last page of this 

magazine. We are hoping to make "Adventure" the most popular fiction magazine 

published. 
ln addition to quick-moving two- and three-part serials and the best short stories 

of adventure by men who have been there and who can write, we expect to give you 
complete in each number a book-length novel or two long novelettes. 

What do you think of our program outlined in "The Trail Ahead," on the last page? 
Turn to it and find some of the things in store for you. 

THE EDITOR. 

P. S. We hope the District Superintendent will pardon us (editorial us) for the use 
we have made of his comment at a private luncheon. T. E. 
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You'll be glad to know that the next number of ADVENTURE will 
contain a new novel, complete in one issue, 

By LOUIS TRACY 
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CHAPTER I 

THE SHADE OF SETON CHANNING 

filMO! 
Welcome! the word meant. 

Welcome the· Fort rose to Louis 
Lavergne after a great traverse. 

Hundreds of miles of wilderness trails were 
behind him, and now at the end of his jour
ney his canoe nosed in .to the landing on 
the Koksoak River. At hand, thrown care
lessly on the barren shore, squatted the 
huddle of buildings comprising the Post. 

No one greeted him. No one appeared. 
This was a riddle, for it was the end of 
August, and, in accordance with custom, 
the Post Indians-the whole tribe of Nas
caupees, two hundred strong, from the Bar
ren Grounds-should have been in camp 
about the Fort. 

Perhaps they had come and gone. The 
atmosphere of Chimo seemed to say so. 
For; incomparable as was the wilderness 
desolation through which Louis Lavergne 
had just trailed, a greater desolation brood-

ed over the Post. Never in all the days he 
had known it had the environment so op
pressed. Even the huskies, given to chal
lenging every arrival, lifted no howl. 

The thrill of welcome Lavergne had felt 
at first sight of Chimo changed to the ache 
of loneliness. For a second he hung, pad
dle poised, at the rude wharf, half expecting 
calamity to crash out of the stillness. But, 
nothing breaking the silence, be drew up 
his craft and went along the lane of palings 
toward the Factor's house. 

As he approached, he heard a thumping. 
A heavy hand was pounding a table in the 
house, and there came like a roar the voice 
of Ivan Trevor summoning the Nascaupee 
squaw who attended to his household. 

"Ayume," he called, "will you be telling 
me where my daughter is?" 

But Ayume, whom Lavergne not without 
reas<HJ. hated, Ayume the leathered and be
grimed, short and fat of body, with her 
straight-mouthed, flat-nosed, wooden face, 
Ayume the thieving one, with the eyes of a 
Buddha and the black magic of a witch, 
did not harken. Lavergne could hear her 
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