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HERE is a novel, the �1 
that you can't let go until 

you have absolutely finished. 
You' II lose your heart to I 

Y asmini, the brown-eyed Hin-
doo maid, who is the heroine 
of this exciting romance. All

India knew the mysterious Y as-
mini and her golden beauty, but 
not a soul knew where she came 
from. They sang songs of the 
lure in her eyes from Peshawur 
to Cape Cormorin, and the jingle 
of her anklets, as she danced, 
was music to the ears of many. 
An Anglo-Indian soldier, a native 
Maharaj a and a dastardly dacoit 
who dared to lift his shifty eyes 
up to Yasrnini, figure in this ad
venturous story of love and 
action. The rich color of the 
Orient makes a fitting back
ground for the swiftly moving 
scenes. You will never regret 
following Yasmini's fortunes. 
There are many other rattling 
good shorter stories in the 2 2 4 
pages of this January issue. 
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J 
N THIS issue is the account of one of
his adventures by Captain Fritz Du

quesne-Fritz L'Huguenot Joubert Du
quesne, to give the whole of it-and at past 
Camp-Fires we've heard various bits fr<>m 
the full record of his life. At the Adven
turers' Club-the New York chapter-and 
at other places where he has foregathered 
·with his friends, some of us have heard
some thrilling accounts of adve.ntures here
and there. But it struck me the other day
that none of us had ever had a connected
story of his life as a whole.

So I asked him to give me one for -the
Camp-Fire. In addition to being a writer
and lecturer he was then also busy with
preparations for his expedition with his wife
and his cousin, the Vicomte de Rancougne,
to the headwaters of the Amazon, but he
found time hurriedly to jot down the main
points. I shall leave it very much as he
wrote it, though he expected me to "whip
it into shape." It is in good enough shape
as it �s-the hurried, unstudied jotting
down of his experiences.

C
APTAIN Duquesne, like a majority of
the Boers, is half French and half

Dutch. A direct descendant of Admiral
Abraham Duquesne, one of the greatest sea
fighters France has ever had and the found
er of a splendid race of fighting-men, for
all the Duquesnes have served in army or
navy and most of them have been· killed in
action. General Piet Joubert, who led the
Boers to many a victory against blacks and
British, is an uncle.

I was born in Poodoland, South Africa, during a 
fight with the Kallirs, who had driven us into laager. 
. A number of my relatives were killed protecting my 
young life and her who bore me. 

My education commenced, so far as I remember, 
when I was taught,to measure powder to load the 
numerous muzzle-loading rifles that we used to keep 
off the lions, leopards and hostile Kaffirs. 

I was taught my A-B-C by my mother, and then 
my education was carried on by a tutor who was a 
fugitive from justice, I believe, an absconding 'bank 
cashier. The said education was interrupted by my • 
being called on command three times to fight the 
Kaffirs before I was seventeen years old, once at 8 
years, once at 10. At 13 I went hunting big_ game 

on the Zambesi for six months. Left there and 
crossed the Kalahari desert to Walfish Bay. Had a 
four days' running fight on the desert with the 
Herreos. Fifty of the Boer men killed by poisoned 
arrows from natives who d_ug boles in the ground 
and let us tread on them before they fired. After 
the tutor, an ordinary school and a touch of the 
South Africa College. 

TOOK up the study of explosives, blew up every-
body's stray dog, was prosecuted for fishing with

dynamite, showed such knowledge ot explosives in 
cross-examination that Paul Kruger sent me to
learn military engineering. 

On the ship I met the tutor who was responSlole 
for my English and he persuaded me to take the 
money a kind and loving parent had given me for
my needs and take a trip around the world_ I did, 
and I paid the tutor's way. He got boozed on my 
pocket-money at any port where the "stagga. juice'' 
was available. Six sad months passed when ))ad 
overtook me in Singapore .. He had a heavy sja,nbok 
and both I and the English tutor got it when: it
hurt most. Eight months later I arrived at- 'the 
French military school, where I studied the art of
destroying my fellow human beings by the aid of
mines, pits, dynamite, nitroglycerin, electricity and
big guns. In the meantime I watched every ma
neuver I could get to, in Germany, ,France, Belgium, 

. Holland and Austria. 

WHEN the British started after our country I 
went home as scout, engineer and "intelligence 

officer" or spy, with a vast knowledge of the de
structiveness of high explosives and a longing to 
try my theories on some real Englishmen; and I did. 
I blew them up at Colenso. Destroyed armored
trains in Natal. Destroyed British retreats. I .had 
a squad of dare-devil boys who used to ride around 
with from twenty to fifty pounds of dynamite caps
and fuse to match in their saddle-bags. 

At Dundee I fought a duel with an E·nglish Zulu 
while I was carrying despatches from Buffalo River
to Eland's Laagte. He shot my horse under me. I 
kille'cl him. A shell killed my second horse at
Eland's Laagtc and it rolled over me, breaking my 
arm. Afterward, when the British lancers charged 
on surrendered and wounded men, I got a thrust
through my foot, the only part of me showing from 
under the horse. When night fell I was dragged 
from under my horse by some English girls who were 
doing the nurse business and before morning I man
aged, with a broken arm, a numbed body, and a 
split foot, to reach the Boer commander. 

TOOK part in the siege of Ladysmith off and on 
when I was not too weak, and being unable to 

get about on my bad foot, I was given mounted 
duty, scouting . 

Had my ann broken a second time in a band-to
hand fight at O'Neal's farm. I fought the other fd
low, a Natal carbineer, with my teeth. He is dead. 
I developed, while my am1 was getting better-for 
I convalesced on horseback and my arm did not in• 
terfere with my riding-into a good scout, and gath
ering a number of kindred spirits, we scouted and 
sniped tbe Britishers. I had charge of a n  expedi• 
tion against Stenacker's Horse in Lebombo. I ke-pt 
them awake for three weeks, killing a few when th& 
windage and light were good. 

(fE11ti11ued on page 220) 



CHAPTER I 

THE FIRST GOAL 

'

[B]
EWCOMERS always wondered. 
Just beyond the turn of youth, N his band already a little unsteady 
and bis cheeks baggy and splotch

ed, why should Grigley be called "the Gov
ernor"? 

The unsteadiness might be honorably ac
counted for. It was said that be bad been 
an expert telegrapher before nervousness 
drove him to the "bug," and finally out of 
the "brass-pounding"/ business altogether. 
Proud shoulders, just beginning to stoop, 
and a swinging gait hinted at some army 
experience. 

But those blotches of red on a back
ground of pasty gray spelled alcohol. ,There 
was no doubt about it. What could there 
be in a man, old at thirty-five and obvious
ly with some inherent weakness of charac
ter, who had crept into a clerkship at the 
City Hall and given up when most men are 
just beginning to be ambitious? 

Old at thirty-five! That should have told 
me. The wreck of a new ship bespeaks a 
terrific storm. But I, seeing nothing, gave 
him a very careless hand to shake when I 
first met Grigley face to face, and let him 
turn hack, almost without a word, to his 
spidery typewriter, with which he was copy-

LL 
. 

ing wills in a huge book. He did it with a 
hungry sort of look·, like that of a man who 
misses the glories of some lost estate. But, 
as I've said, I saw nothing at the time. 

And then I began to hear bis story-here 
and there, in pieces that whetted curiosity. 
Finally, straying into.the copying-room one 
rainy afternoon, I heard it from his own 
lips-a bare outline, afterwards filled in 
with considerable detail, but without loss to 
the original impression. Certainly be was 
no vulgar romancer, whatever else be might 
be. 

Certainly, too, be deserved to be known 
by some high-sounding title. He had, as 
is proved, been weigb_ed in the balance
weighed to the last grain, and found suffi
cient. Not a grain to spare, but yet suffi
cient for Fate's one purpose. And he had 
found bis little world and lorded over it, 
feeling the high winds of sovereignty-God 
above, subjects below, and none but himself 
to be reckoned with in between. Mere suc
cess would have been anti-climax, tame 
after those days of meting out life and 
death, of battle and triumph over fierce, 
whirling circumstance. 

.---J HE HAD come to his world-an 
� island in this case-as others have 
• come to theirs, through dint 
obeying impulse and ignoring 
but without any deliberate selection of 
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