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NEWS SERVICE - AUG. le, 1970

FREE
BOBBY

FREE BOBBY. ... We've all heard it
before, but it seems that very few of us
have really thought too much about it
Bobby Seale is the national chairman of
the Black Panther Party. He is serving a
four year sentence for contempt of court
in the Conspiracy Trial, he still faces a
trial on that case and he faces the electric
chair in New Haven for a2 trumped up
murder charge. Bobby is a black revolu-
tionary and the pigs are trying to railroad
and murder him. And the only thing that’s
gonna stop them is the power of the
people. . . you and me.

We gotta make the pigs realize that they
aren’t going to get away with rippang off
our sisters and brothers, that there’s a
price to pay, that they’ve been ripping us
off for hundreds of years. They’ve been
murdering black people for hundreds of
years and it’s time to put a stop to it!
The Man gonna have to pay his dues.

And we start with Bobby. We’'ve been
pretty racist in our response to his incred-
ible railroad. Bobby was chained and
gagged in Chicago and we sat there. Seven
white defendants were jailed and we took
to the streets in thousands. It’s time we
built some of that energy and rage into
support for Bobby, it’s time to recognize
him for what he is— a leader of the
black revolutionary vanguard, and therefore
a leader and main force behind the white
vouth movement. That means he’s a very
valuable human being to us. . . far too'
valuable to let the pigs rip him away from
us. FREE BOBBY!'!' FREE ALL
POLITICAL PRISONERS NOW!!

WHITE PANTHER COMMUNITY




people’s

outlaws

All through the history of amerika
the outlaws such as Jesse James, Cole
Younger, Zapata, most all those dudes
were made out to be the bad guys, but
this isn’t true, The history books tell us
that they ripped off everything that
they could and they murdered anyone
who crossed their path, and that they
loved every minute of it.

But some of those dudes were not at
all what they were said to be,

They were oppressed by the same
‘thing that a lot of people are oppressed
by today—the pig system. Their alter-
native was to fuck it—to steal. from it—
and to kill it.

These men were outcast from society
because they couldn’t live in the fast
. rising system—they had their own system—
power for the people, They saw the
people getting fucked over and they took
the offensive—armed struggle. Although
they were not aware of the fact that it
was armed struggle because it was so
common to carry a gun then, They
couldn’t live unless they fought for
their lives.

Zapzta was a bandito—a bad mother-
fucker—and he served the people. by
giving them what they needed, as much
he could. The was a revolutionaryin the
vanguard, and carried out a revolutionary
war; he was offed by a hundred pigs.

Some wheré up a holler in tEc hills of
Kain-tuck in 1884, Jesse James once
proved to be the people’s outlaw,

He was passing through Kentucky seek-
ing a safe place to stay over night.
came upon a house in a secluded hollow
a ways from the town and the old lady
who lived there put him up forthe night.

She feed him snd they talked about
the hard times that the poor people were
having just trying to live. She told him
that the towm bank had a mortgage on
her house and that the banker and the
sheriff were comming in the mornihg to
get $500 from her. She didn’t have
more @han a few dollars and if she didn’t
pay they were going to auction her house,

They slept and in the morning Jesse
gave her $500 and split.

She paid the mortgage for the house,
it then belonged to her.

The sheriff and the banker went back
to the town, but on the way our man Jesst
just happened to be waiting around the
bend—“Up against the wall motherfucke
this is a hold up.” .

IF YOU DON'T BELIVE IN LEAD
YOUR’E ALREADY DEAD



Tribal smoke signals. ..

The Ann Arbor Tribal Council meetine began wita Jat:

ical addiction, The two main solutions wer2 to stop tne
availability and to educate the people, fusene “tauden-
wire reported taat Don Borut and aimself were looking
for places for a cultural center, but nadn't had too
much luck, !lc also said that tic city's attitude
toward the project was one of knowing that they had to
start doing somethi ng about drug abuse, A
comittee was formed to do more research on the problenm,
The Psychedelic Rangers have nade 33,470,010 for tae
Park Program, which will need only a small part of tae
money. The rest of the bread will go into coumunity
projects, Now the Big Steel Ballroom will he able tn

open up under management by a people's ballroom com-
nittee,

‘liscussed, Ine sapeastion was to first survaey all the
area suppliers. Then puslisa a price list and at the
end of tae weel comnile all of tae nrders and buv fand
“i_r'x_ quantities. A comittee was formed to orranize it.

Lampe from Drug llelp giving us a medical report on

heroine, lleroine does not do as muca sysical damage n;
speed and a lot of times speed freels use hernin te
get off speed, The people taat get heroin around Ann
Arbor get low grade heroin because it has been cut so
mucn. They also don't shoot up correctly and use
dirty needles., Heroin addiction is mental and physical,
In the Ann Arbor area, because of low grade heroin, the
occurance of mental addiction is far greater than pivs-
Fairy Tales in the Free Press and the
Ann Arbor News say that White Panthers
are helping the pigs with the problem of
herion in our community. is & bull-
shit lie and another case of the pigs turning
the whole situation around. We are not
going to help the pigs stick anybody in a
cage, The fact is that the White Panthers

ge concerned with the blex:l;af herion
your community are only making
the people aware of it, We do not have
the bread to deal with this problem in the
right manner that is needed and we do
need the support of the city. We feel that
a community center must be started as an
alternative to deal with the problem and
the cigﬂhu been working with us to deal
with situation, We will not put any
Bictum of pushers in our paper and the
un/Dance will have a retraction sa
it does not declare war on pushers
users but on the drug. We do believe that
herion is an ape on the back of the people

lans to orpanize a food co-op conspiracy were

‘e next tribal coumicil nceting will be held Taesday

g ! and this ape must be caged.
at the zZone ilouse offices wiiere farsiall Dooks used

tn (2 located, Tuings to tiini asout ‘or the next aoot-

ing are a transportation co-op and tic fall electicns
and freeing Bohby S=ale,

CALENDAR

SUNDAY, Aug 16: ARM film series - "The Servant" at Canterbury
House 7-9-11 $1 benefit of C. Hse and MICHIGAN -
MOVEMENT FREE CONCERT in Diana Oughton Memorial Park: Magpye,
New Heavenly. Blues Band, Bob Sheff and his Real Great Band,
Tacklebox, this week only, in Blues Festival Field behind Huron

High 2 p.m. ;

MONDAY, Aug. 17: Ann Arbor City Council Meeting, watch DDemocracy
in AAction, City Hall 7 p.m. Bob Sheff and
his Real Great Band at Canterbury House 8 p.m. $1 (also Tuesday)

TUESDAY, Aug. 18: ANN ARBOR TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING 8 p.m. Ozone
in the old Marshall's Bookstore Bob Sheff
above, .

WEDNESDAY, Aug. 19: Magic House RADICAL FILM SERIES - Ingmar
Bergman's "Wild Strawberries" 7-9-11 75¢
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“We will commit an undisclosed numbcr .
of troops to the National Liberation 5 4 !
Front in order to show our solidarity & 8
with the Vietnamese people and to 4
help fight the cowardly American ' e
aggressor.”’ R 3 Lo ™ : Y e

-

“Th= struggle is coming to a final
= climx &nd the people are sure to
rove the victory.”

.cons are not rehabilitation centers.
ke rc v more than concentration camps,
* consider all prisoners political prisoners,

. f-.t;Huey-P. Newton, Minister of De-

 fencé for the Black Panther Party, was
released from Alameda County Jail,
Wednesday on $50,000 bond, He was
charged with the slaying of an Oak-
land policeman in 1967.

A crowd of about 350 people
greeted Huey at the steps fo the jail
when he got out. The first thing he did
was give the clenched fist and yelled All
Power To The People. “Now you can
see that I am free, now [ want to do the
same for the Sloedad brothers.”

“Blatant racists are controlling the
prisons...prisons are not providing re-
habilitation. They are concentration

- camps.” said brother Huey, He has also
called for an all out attempt to free
Chairman Bobby Seale, who is now a-

é
i,

Sizcks in narticolar, prisoners of war.”

waiting trial in New Haven on murder

charges. 4
A new trial date will be set on:
September 25. Newton’s 1968 man-

slaughter conviction was overturned last

May by the State Court of Appeal.

The reversal was upheld by the
California Supreme Court, The convic-
tion was reversed on the ground that the
trial judge didn’t tell the jury of the
defence that Newton was unconscious
from a bullet wound when the pig was
killed.

The first trial was on a first-degree
murder charge, but under state law the
retrial cannot exceed an involuntary
manslaughter charge.

‘FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS -



Ten Point

Program
White Panther

Revised July 4, 1970

1. WE WANT FREEDOM. WE WANT THE POWER FOR ALL PEOPLE TO DETERMINE
THEIR OWN DESTINIES.

2. WE WANT JUSTICE. WE WANT AN IMMEDIATE AND TOTAL END TO ALL POLIT-
ICAL, CULTURAL, AND SEXIST REPRESSION OF ALL OPPRESSED PEOPLES ALL OVER
THE WORLD, PARTICULARLY THE REPRESSION OF BLACK PEOPLE, OF WOMEN,
YOUNG PEOPLE, AND ALL NATIONAL MINORITIES WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. WE WANT THE COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION OF
THE SO-CALLED LEGAL SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES SO THAT THE LAWS AND
COURTS AND POLICE AND MILITARY WILL FUNCTION ONLY IN THE BEST INTERESTS
OF ALL THE PEOPLE. WE WANT THE END OF ALL POLICE AND MILITARY VIOLENCE
DIRECTED AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH RIGHT NOW!

3. WE WANT A FREE WORLD ECONOMY BASED ON THE FREE EXCHANGE OF ENERGY
AND MATERIALS AND THE END OF MONEY.

4. WE WANT A CLEAN PLANET AND A HEALTHY PEOPLE. WE WANT TO ELIMINATE
ALL INDUSTRIAL AND MILITARY POLLUTION OF THE LAND, THE WATER, THE AIR,
AND THE UNIVERSE ITSELF, AND OF THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH WHOSE MINDS
AND BODIES ARE NOW POLLUTED BY THE PRODUCTS AND THE PROPAGANDA OF
THE CONSUMER/WAR SOCIETY. WE WANT TO RESTORE THE ECOLOGICAL BALANCE
OF THE PLANET AND SECURE THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY AND ITS ENVIRONS.

5. WE WANT A FREE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM THAT WILL TEACH EACH MAN, WOMAN,
AND CHILD ON EARTH EXACTLY WHAT EACH NEEDS TO SURVIVE AND GROW INTO
HIS OR HER FULL HUMAN POTENTIAL.

6. WE WANT TO FREE ALL STRUCTURES FROM CORPORATE RULE AND TURN ALL
THE BUILDINGS AND LAND OVER TO THE PEOPLE AT ONCE

7. WE WANT FREE ACCESS TO ALL INFORMATION MEDIA AND TO ALL TECHNOLOGY
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE

8. WE WANT THE FREEDOM OF ALL PEOPLE WHO ARE BEING HELD AGAINST THEIR
WILL IN THE CONSCRIPTED ARMIES OF THE OPPRESSOR THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

9. WE WANT THE FREEDOM OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD IN FEDERAL, STATE,
COUNTY, AND CITY JAILS AND PRISONS. WE WANT THEM RETURNED TO THEIR COM-
MUNITIES AT ONCE!

10. WE WANT A FREE PLANET. WE WANT FREE LAND, FREE FOOD, FREE SHELTER,
FREE CLOTHING, FREE MUSIC AND CULTURE, FREE MEDIA, FREE TECHNOLOGY, FREE
EDUCATION, FREE HEALTH CARE, FREE BODIES, FREE PEOPLE, FREE TIME AND
SPACE, EVERYTHING FREE FOR EVERY BODY!
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 20

decrs open 7:30pm ~ show starts &:00

North End Fomily Center

beind Rlessed Sacrament Cathedral Belmont & John R. Detroit
admission #1.50 Sponsored by the WHITE PANTHER PARTY
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LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN JOHN

Memge of Aunﬂ hd, 1970

Brotllnghd sisters,

I can’t begin to tell you how
happy 1am to be able to speak to you like this today,
throuch my brothers voice, even though 1 can’t be here
with you, I'm happy that you're able to be here-that
you are here- getting down in the park. being together
like this in the sun, getting down in the music and com-
ing together like you're supposed to--like were all sup-
posed to do,

A lot has happened since I was dragged off the set
and lociced up in this penitentiary. A lot of incredible
things have gone down, but we have to understand this
is just the start, that things will get alot better and the
bad shit will get alot worse before we're all together a-
gain I'ke we're all supposed to be-together and free,
runnine wild on the planet like the electronic aborigines
we noturally are; Our culture will keep evolving, getting
higho & higher as we get higher & higher, an dthe forces
of repression which are trying desperately to keep us
from setting high like that will keep moving against
us and trying to scare us away from each other.

As we get farther out and more together, the din-
osaur neople try harder and harder to keep us down-
and the struggle between them is implacable. But wiat
we have to know is that the life/force will win/out the
desth merchants, and they will pass into history as all
old worn-out forces always have—that's why I call them
the dinosaur people, because they're on their way to ex-
tinction as a species, nothing they can do can arrest that
inevitable process, and though they will fight it all the
way they can't possibly save their hideous death system
from extinction! And that’s the only way it is supposed
to be,

But we have to understand our situation in these term
terms because if we don't see and understand the in-
evitability of our victory-of the victory of the LIFE/
FORCF over the death urge--then the creeps will just
bring us down to their level where they can deal with us,
and our progress toward the future will be slowed down
for awhile, which will just make it harder on all of us.
1f we understand that we are the ascendant force, the
natursl successors of these obsolete creatures who con-
tre! our lives right now, the pre-electronic people of the
death culture, the decrepit old dinosaur people, if we

understand the laws o f nature and our own place in
the natural order as the ascendant or rising force on this

planet, then we will be able to realize our destiny and
carry on our total assuit on the death culture with all
the cinfidence and assurance we need to get this trans-
itory stage of passage from the old order to the new
with as quickly and as mercifully as possible, so every-
body can start enjoying the beau'iful new life of the
New World right away!

WE ARE THE FUTURE, is all I mean to say, and
the hopeless dinosaur people are just trying to keep
us from realizing the full extent of our humanity be-
cause they're scarcd of us, they’re scared fo the future,
they're scared of taking the natural next step in human
evolution. They try to destroy us, to make us go away,
they outlaw us and call us illegal, they put us in jails
and penitentiaries, they beat us on the head or shoot
us trying to keep us down-but it"s hopeless, it won’t
work like that, we simply cannot be stopped, and the
only thing these old brontosauraus chomps can possibly
do is slow us down for s minute and make things mis-
erable for us as they possibly can, while they can still
make us miserable.

But that won't even make niore than a minute’s dif-
ference in the eyve of eternity- we are destined to move
on into the New Ape, and the repression the death creeps
bring down on us only stengthens our will and our ab-
solute determination to be free— free to evolve and de-
velop ourselves and our beautiful high-energy culture to
its highest and fullest extent. The more they try to keep
us down, the more determined we get to move these
people aside and let our culture, our humanity flourish
as it’s supposed to. Jails, penitentiaries, courts, massacres,
the deaths of our heroic brothers and sisters in Berkeley,
in New York City, at Kent State in Ohio, st Jackson State
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strength to go on, because we will go on and we will not
be stopped!

A year ago, or maybe a week or two more thana ¥ ur a
ago, | was out here in the park with you. I've been in the
penitentiary for a year, but I've got to say that I'm still

with you, and all that this penitentiary time has done is
brought me closer to you than | was before they ripped me
off. It"s given me the opportunity to do a lot of reading

and studying, a lot of thinking and meditating, a lot of time
to consider and study everything that’s going on out there
in the world, and it’s made me realize more than anything
the ubsolute inevitability of our victory. | used to hope

for it and believe in it, | always had faith in our strength
and potential-but now I know it, I know it down in my
cells, | know without a doubt that we cannot possibly be
stopped, and that knowledge inspires me to keep purifying
myself in this place where they keep me away from you,

to keep studying and learning and growing in this little
prison cell so I will be able to make my wark more effective
when I get out of here and help my people keep moving

fasier and faster toward teh New Age of our hols arijuana
visions,

| know that the more we woih an npether like
this, the closer we unite our bodies and spirits theough the
holy communion of our music of the killer weed [ wish 1
was smoking with you right now, the more we come to-

gether and get down together and move together as a united
people, the sooner our ridiculous troubles will be over with,
and the sooner everyone will be able to live like they're
suppased to, in the New World. You know you’re here in
this park right now because people have united and worked
together, filled and inspired by the music, for four summers
now to make these concerts a permanent weekly thing. The
city government and the peoplie who put them there—the
loco! dinosaurs—tried to keep these celebrations from hap-
pening like this, but the people of the Ann Arbor youth
community got together with each other and moved in a
poli'ical manner to bring about a political result— we took
petiiions around, we organized ourselves and held com-
munity meetings to deal with our problems, we tock our-
selves downtown to the city council meetings and made

our needs known to the “city fathers,” and we made it

clen” that we had to have the music, that we wo'in’t be
den'. our culture, that our needs had to be dealt with
just hika this and you can see the results of the struggle,
which went on over two whole summers, as vou lay here

in the grass getting high and digging the music and each
other on this beautiful day.

We have a lot of changes to make in this world, and we
have hardly begun to mobilize ourselves to make those
changes, but the leason of the park concert struggle is
clear—if we unite with each other and get ourselves together
as a people, united around our high-energy culture and
inspired by it, we can make these changes, and we can make
them now. Like | said, this is only the start, but it’s a kil-
ler start if you can dig it, and it points the way to the fu-
ture as clearly as anything I know.

That’s all | can say today, I don’t want to ramble on
because I know vou have to hear the music, and I wish to
gos I could be here right now to dig the dangerous Upsters
sock em out under the sky with you—but I'll be back with
you before you know it, and we can all get it on together
again, when that day comes. You know they're trying to
hang some incredibly bogus rap on me and brother Pun

about the CIA building that mysteriously disintegrated a
couple of years ago, but we can deal with that when they
let us in the courtroom to expose the snakes and pigs and
creeps they've bribed into telling a bunch of bullshit lies
but that's ok l'oo, and if they do decide to struggle this
shit out in their plastic courtrooms they’ll be sorry they
even thonght of trying to frame us like that. All | can say
is Power to the brothers or sisters who did explode that
creep joint=I didn't even know it was there until I read about
about it in the papers the next day, that's how secretive
and sneaky those snakes are, but I can’t say that wasn't
happy to hear about it getting blown up. Right on to that,
whoever did it, even if it was David Valler!

So we'll deal with that when the time comes to deal with
with i1, and we’ll deal with it from a position of strength,
beceuse we will be moving with the strength of united
people, and we will be saying then as we have now, All
Power to the People! Power to Woodstock Nation! Long
Live Rock n Roll! Long Live the People revolutionary
Culture! Life to the Life Culture- Death to the Death Cul-
ture! and free music and plenty of joints to the People!

John Sinclair, Prisoner of War no. 123507

Chairman, White Panther Party

Marquette Prizon, an this holy day,

July 26th, 1970
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SUNDAY 2 AUGUST Big Steel—*‘Come Together”, a play by Jonathon Slade with music by the
Floating Opera. 8:00 and 10:00 $1.00

MONDAY City Council Meeting at 7:30

TUESDAY Ann Arbor Tribal Council meeting at the Mary St. Project at 8:00;
Swimming-meet on Diag at 1:00,

WEDNESDAY . Women’s Open House meeting at St. Andrew’s church on N. Division—8:00.

Canterbury House flick—*The Virgin Spring” 7,9,11:00. 75 cents

.f"

volunteers of amerika

The ARM (American Revolutionary Media) newspaper has been on the streets for a few issues now. They
need writers, layout and graphics people and sellers. Call 761-9368.

LEGAL SELF DEFENSE bails people out of pigstys, gives legal advice and provides lawyers. 769-2570.

The Ann Arbor chapter of the White Panther Party will be operating out of the Argus basement for the time
being. (708 Arch Street) If anvone knows of an office to rent or share please let us know, Some programs
we have started to initiate are:
LIBERATION SCHOOL for kids—all day any day. Anyone interested, please talk to Julie.
POLITICAL EDUCATION classes on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday nights at 8:00. Next Tuesday’s
class will deal with racism. Come early for dinner,
FREE WHEELS—our van is available much of the day for drives around.the city to take people where
they need to go. Drivers needed.
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1105 N.Stephenson Highway #68, Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

Dear Friends:

Almost one year has passed since John Sinclair was cruelly and unjustly sent toa maximum
security prison in Marquette, Michigan for 9% to 10 years for possession of two joints of the
innocuous herb, marijuana. If that sentence, for such an absurd “crime”, were not appalhpg
enough, it is even further disappointing and depressing that members of the public have evi-
denced such scant concern and support for the case. A case which, with its further implica-
tions (denial of appeal bond, restriction of the paltry privileges one receives when incarcerated,
removal from family and friends to a distance of 500 cold miles) bodes as ill for American
justice as does the sentence itself. -

We know, as you know, that John Sinclair is not now, and never was, a criminal. _Np
marijuana smoker is a “criminal™, and the recent actions of the Dearborn City Coupcll in
lowering the penalty for possession of marijuana to a misdemeanor, and the beginning of the
move in the state legislature to accomplish that act, show that our lawmakers are slowly

beginning to recognize this common truth. Far from being a “criminal,” John Sinclair has
in fact always been a constructive and energetic force in the youth community. He has
established a number of cultural organizations, including the Artists’ Workshop and Trans-
Love Energies, he has worked with the youth of our community in establishing the Grande
Ballroom and as a manager of many of their bands, he has served the community as a
writer, music critic and poet.

In return, the community has turned their back on him, as he sits in a prison cell unjustly
convicted and absurdly sentenced of a crime that is no crime at all. Given the unusual nature
of his sentence, one would think that the public would rise up and demand that his case be
reviewed, that Mr. Sinclair be released on appeal bond pending that review and that justice be
served. It is time now to do so,

On July 28-31, we will hold a four-day fast, a Justice/Fast, for John Sinclair, as a
demonstration of our outrage at the shoddy treatment that he has received at the hands of
our courts and as a gesture of support for John, himself. We ask that you contribute to one
part of our demonstration.

The Justice/Fast Committee wants to run a full-page advertisement in the Detroit Free Press
on August 2nd. A copy of that ad is enclosed. But to run the ad we need funds and our
resources are low. We ask therefore, as a minimal gesture of your support, that you send
whatever funds you can spare to the Justice/Fast Committee at the above address.

We would also ask for your support for Justice/Fast and for John Sinclair in his battle
with the oppressive laws which have taken him away from those who love and need him. If
you wish more information on Justice/Fast, or on John Sinclair’s case against the ridiculous
marijuana laws, please call 831-1654 or write Justice/Fast at the above address.

We need your support in order to bring John’s case before the public via the Free Press
advertisement. Read it; we think that it states our case, and John’s with admirable precision.
It is high time that John Sinclair was given Justice. It is high time that the community showed
its recognition of that fact. Please give what you can.

Thank you.

Justice/Fast Steering Committee

Pete Andrews — SRC

Dan Carlisle — WKNR-FM

Barbara Plesky — New University Committee
David Marsh — CREEM Magazine




Judge Julius Hoffman [upon request to subpoena John Sinclair during the Chicago CONSPIRACY Trial) :

“1 don’( think a judge in this building or a judge in Michigan would sentence a man to 9% years in prison for possessing

two sticks of

marijuana.
Leonard Weinglass [CONSPIRACY defense lawyer| : :
“Your shock is shared by the defense and a good portion of the country.”
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JUSTICE!

Was John Sinclair “flaunting the law,” or was he just speaking out against its injustices”
Lets look at the record. It took two disguised updercover agents two months to entrap
John Sinclair into giving them two marijuana cigarettes. No charge. He gave them the
marnijuana. and Judge Colombo himself ruled that the transaction was a case of “lllegal
Entrapment,” Le. that the police created the crime! The same evidence, which had been
obtained illegally by the Judge's own ruling, was then used 1o convict Sinclair on the
possession charge. Who was faunting the law?

John Sinclair's case also involves snother important aspect: Since 1967, when he was
arrested (along with 55 other people) on this charge, he has mounted an effective attack
on the constitutionality of Michigan's anti-marijuana laws. The effects of this legal attack,
aside from his 9% year sentence without appeal bond, include bills in the Michigan House of
Representatives, which remove marijuana from the narcotics category and the felony laws,
and a bill which makes pe i 8 misde under Michigan's law and provides a maxi-
mum sentence of one year in jail for the cnme (27 states have already done this).

All of these bills have passed in the Michigan House of Representatives and have received
Governor Milliken's strong public endorsement. The bill that would make possession of any
amount under 2 oz, a misdemeunor was passed by the House by 83 to 3 votes! On May 21,
1970, Gov. Milliken told a group of educators and medical experts that “We know that
marijusna is not medically or scientifically a narcotic drug like heroin or morphine. . . It
should not be associated with narcotics, either medically or legally,”

John Sinclair has argued this point in his legal briefs for more than three yearsnow, yet
the Michigan Supreme Court, in denying his motion for an appeal bond, stated as their only
reason for denying bond that Sinclair had fatled to show that he had a “meritorious basis for

Wh‘o is Maunting the law? Who is making a mockery of our legal system? John Sinclair
has taken this case against the marijuana laws to the Legislature, and they have agreed with

him. The Governor has agreed with his arguments. Yet the courts, who know betier, refuse
for three years to answer the questions p ted in John Sinclair’s legal briefs becanse they
know that to do so would be to sign his release papers, and they do not want John Sinclar
in the community.

AS RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS we urge the Court of Appeals and the Michi-
gan Supreme Court te investigate the record, read John Sinclair's legal briefs,
and to reconsider their arbitrary decision to deny bail to John Sinclair. He has
already served one year of his 9%-10 year sentence, and justice cannot be served
until he is released,

It he is indeed guilty of political crimes, then a trial should be held
and those charges against him brought forward. But to keep John Sinclair
impnsoned on the cynically stated grounds that he has presented “No merit-
orious Basis for Appeal” is a blatant miscarriage of justice which must be correct-
ed immediately,

We are not asking for amnesty for John Sinclair, although that is the
ﬂ::per demand to make in behalf of political prisoners. What we are asking is

t John Sinclair be admitted to bail in this case while he waits for the courts
#nd the legislature to repeal the admittedly cruel and unusual penalties
surrounding marijuana prohibition. This is not a frivolous request, and we
should not be forced to bring this injustice to the attention of the public if the
courts ot Michigan weie not so callous in their disregard for the rights of political
prisoners, and of John Sinclair in particular. JUSTICE/FAST!

add my name 1o the list of spansars,

ay use my name in the Free Press,

C? Do not use my name in the Free Press,
Make check or Money Order payable to JUSTICE/FAST!

Clip out and send with your donation to: JUSTICE/FAST!, 1105 N.Stephenson Hwy., No. 68,

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067,

voecscto help place this full-page ad in the Detroit Free Press,
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