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HOPES The first few days of February were filled with speculation
DASHED that a possibility for peace negotistions was et hand.

Hopes mounted that two press conferences on February 9th
would be the long hoped for bresk in the stalemste between the United
States and North Vietnam.

Soviet Premier Kosygin, in London, urged that the United States
end the bombing of North Vietnam unconditionally in return for peace
talks with Hanoi.

Later, the same day, Secretary of Stete Desn Rusk made it clesr
that the United States was demanding a promice of reciprocal military
action, and not merely negotiations, as a precondition to end the .
bombing. John Finney (N. Y. Times, 2/10/67) said that Rusk's state-
ment "reflected & hardening of the Administration's terms for an end
of the bombing of North Vietnam."

In en editorial, the Times said:

"The flatness of the Rusk declesration and the certainty
that he spoke for President Johnson was a chilling response
to an atmosphere of faint hopes and a worldwide buzz of
speculation over possible peace feelers by Hanoi.

"Mr. Rusk went out of his way to emphasize that the
United States... is not yielding an inch in its determina-
tion to order no unilatersl halt in bombing of the Worth..."

The Times urged thet it would be wise for the United States
to take the risk of cessation of the bombing becsuse "the deadlock
that exists today cennot, on the basis of existing knowledge and
opinion, be broken by the inflexible policy that Secretary Rusk
expounded..." . ] .

SECRET A few days earlier, Feuline Frederick, Diplomatic Cor-
TAIXES ~  respondent for NBC, revesled that in early December,
SABOTAGED Poland had succeeded in persusding both Hanoi and Wash-

ington to send emissaries to a secret meeting in the hopes
that negotiations might soon begin. But, on December 13, Hanoi was
bombed, end North Vietnam refused to send a representative. Wash-
ington lamely explained that the bombings had been "programmed well
in advance."
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OVERVIEW Writing on "The Crisis in American World Leadership"

OF TEE (Journzl of Politics, May 1966), Prof. Charles 0. ILerche

MALAISE  asserts thet since 1947, the Tnited 3tates "has been all
but unanimous" in believing that upon it "there has de-

scended... & unigue responsibility for the pesce, security, and well-

being of the entire world." This 20th century mission has authentic

roots in-Americen history. Thus the U. 3. is "the major adversary

of Communist  aggression" and lesder of the free world coalition.

Certain assunptions underlie Americen ocolicy and action:

"], The threat to the ™nited 3tates and 211 free men posed by
communism is unified in conception and execution, and is di-
rected from a single center of world revolution [the U.3.3.R./

"2, The conflict between freedom and communism is the single
dominsting and orienting factor in world politics.

3. The mejor d-nger ageinst which the free world must guard
is a direct. military esssult by Communist power directed
against weak spots in the mon-Communist world.

"4. The only effective way to meet and turn back the Communist
threst, unified end persistent as it is, is by a free-world
response equally unified 2nd permanent.

"5, The Urnited States, as the criticel element in the free-
world coalition snd as the partner bearing the greatest load
of dsnger and responsibility, has a uniquely broead task of
derision-making and policy formulation to perform.

"6&. " All imvortant members of the free world agree with the
United States on the above assumptions and are content to take
their appropriate places and to perform their allotted tasks
in the common effort under United 3tates leadership and di-
rection."

Policy based on the foregoing assumntlons went well for a num-
ver of years, snd led to Americsn self-congratulation. But since
the mid-50's, the mood has changed. By the mid-60's, U.3. leadership
had eroded. Dreams of cold-war victory were sbsndoned and the
Alliance system wes in constant crisis.

Most devestating was non-alignment. "The fremework of mational
mission erected by the Tmited St-tes after 1947 left no moral or
intellectual .room for neutrality in the cold war." Yet more and
more new nations escaped alignment with either super-power. Mis-
takenly, the I'nited 3testes saw most of those nations as pro-?est
en invalid premise. .



Increasingly the United Stetes is feced with hostile resctions
to its unilateral initistives in such plsces as the Dominican Repub-
lic and Vietnam. Puzzled, the ™, 3., is confronted with involuntary
near isolation beceuse it doesn't understsnd the requirements znd
implications of leadership:

1. All joint ection demands substantial agreement on goals.
2. Al]l must broadly shsre in defining a problem.
3. All must brosdly sgree on elements in an action program.

Unfortunately, after the mid-50's, "the United Stetes had fsllen
into the habit of considering its allies as instruments of American
power, a set of tools of veried effectiveness to be used more or less
at will for Americen purposes." Egotism has led to d-masge, which is
symbolized by the balance of payments crisis, the emergence of com-
petitive’ and rivel trading blocs, the independence of France and
the erosion of American leadership elsewhere.

The decline in the centrality of the Soviet threst has been at
the root of much disaffection--and this decline is a product of
success. "Long justifying its own stewardship on the grounds of the
magnitude of the threat from Moscow, Americens today find themselves
with little else to offer their allies."

The U. 3, argues "thet optimistic analyses of Communist inten-
tions and policy mede by recelcitrent allies" is feulty, "and that
the threst remains as unified and dsngerous as cver." Thus continued
Americen leadership is rcquired. Europeans, howcver, note that the
U. S. seeks new approrches to the U.3.5.R., end therefore think that
the U. 3. "invokes the psychology of crisis only as a method of per-
petuating its outworn hegemony."

Lerche concludes that U. 3. policy needs adjustment to the needs
and realities "of a new age."" He warns thst one certainty exists: "The
"The present posture of the TTnited States--protesting its dedication
to @ common cause while acting increasingly to alienate voluntary
support from its putative followers--has at its end only the re-
pudistion of American lesdership by any ally with the power to strike
out on its own."

FOOTWOTE At the last meding of the NATO Council, U. 3. leaders
TO L"RCHE continued to warn of the dengers from the Commnist
world while Buropesns talked of detente!



TH'W I3 The United States has six times as meny intercontinental
ENvQT"GH missiles s the U.S.S.R., end six times as many bombers
ENQUGH? capable of carrying nuclear weapons. This great force

can deliver the equivalent of six tons of TNT for every
man women, end child on the planet--which would seem sufficient.
Tet the stockpile grows.

ESCALATING In late 1966, Russia announced a hike in defense spend-

MILITARY ing, interpreted by .some snalyjts as a warning to the

BUDGET3 United States "that the escalating war in Vietnam is
not without possible military peril."

Increases called for by President Johnson in U. 5. military
spending, when secen alongside Soviet intentions, may be portents
of 2 new round in the arms race.

: ?IGIﬁ _
Every Wednesday from 12 to 12:45 p.m., A vigil is being
held at the corner of South Sslina and Washington Streets
in Syracuse. The participsnts stand silently along the

curb with but one sign: "Silent Vigil to Protest the War
in Vietnam." Bl

This is one of moré than 50 such Wednesd~y noon vigils
being maintained around the United States. Their purpose
is to maintsin a visible witness ag=inst the particular
waf which will be noticed by other citizens.

Any person protesting the Vietnam War, and willing to
accept the discipline of silence, is welcomed to partici-
pate whenever he can. : -
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27th Anrmuesl Institute of International
Relations

Yates Hotel, Syracuse
April 21-22
Spesakers:

Dr. John C. Bennett, President of Union
Theologicel Seminery

David McReynolds, Wszr Resisturs Te:- us

Barbera Deming, Editorial Board of Lib-
erstion .

Jave the destes! Watch for more informa-
tion!

MISSION Mrs. Jill Conway, Department of History of the University
oF of Toronto, gave a series of seven telks over the Canadien
AMERICA Broadcessting Corporstion's FM and AM networks in the Spring

of 1966. One of her talks is titled: "The Myth of His-
toric Mission in Americsn History."

Miss Conway points out thet "the conviction that one's people or
society is somehow speciallr chosen to perform some great task in a
providential plan is very common in western societies." Deriving
from the Jewish tradition that God has a chosen people to whom will
come a8 Messish, snd through whom the Kingdom of God will come, we
now discover "two great societies of messisnic conviction in the =
western world today, the United Ststes and the U.3.S.R."

~For the nited Strtes, the sense of mission traces from the
formetion of Messachusetts Bsy Colony, "a society which would conform ///”



to ¢ divine plen." Although the passcge of time, =2nd the growing
strength of the unregenerate seems to have dissipated the religious
fervor, "the idea of mission #nd of a special plrce in history re-
mained, to be reaffirmed and restated at the time of the Revolution"
in seculsr :zarb, The idesls of the American Revolution were believed
to have universel import. There was an assumptien."that the whole of
menkind was 'crested equal,! or to put it another wsy, that all men
were cgpeble of Americanisation."

The ideals of Americen democracy were severly tested during the
Reconstruction period, when a segrezeted society developed in the
South, egnd during the great influx of European immigrants to America,
prriiculsrly the new immigration from Southern end Central Europe
waich begen in the 1880's. Despite the racism which developed in
both North and South, the concept of mission came to the fore again
"in the formstion of an American Empire in the Pecific and the Cer-
ibbean, where the benefits of the Americ-n experience in history
could be extended to lesgser and subject peoples."

World War I "opened the way for a reassertion of the American
mission, now -uite overtly strted as making the world fit and safe
for democracy." The failure of this mission was followed by the
rejection of Wilson as "a fzlse Messish" and by the lost moorings
of the writers of the 1220's, The sense of mission was reasserted
after the trauma of the depression when Franklin D. Roosevelt gal-
vanized people with "the effort to create a just society.!

World War II repsserted the Americsn concept of a special role
in history. The United States "was to defend democracy against the
forces of Fascism and Naziism, snd also to do away with outmoded
politicel structures like the British snd French Empires. By 1948,
the mission "had been redefined agsin when the enemy of democracy
becrme comunism, end the Truman Doctrine committed the United
St-tes to an internstionel strusgle to defend the 'free world' snd
contain communist expansion. This," concluded Miss Conway, "is a
role perfectly suited to the descendents of Puritan New England.

To be engszed in a cosmic struggle with the powers of darkmess in
the worlﬁ g:d to be. the heeconggf hope for mggkind is something

which goes back to 1629 and which asccords perfectly with the self
imagery of Americen society since the foundation of the colony at
Massachusetts Bay."



COMMAGER Henry Steele Covmager, the Amherst Historian
CO=ROBORATES reiterated the foregoing theme in testimony before

the Senate Foreign Reletions Committee on February
20, 1967,

"The notion of sn internstional Communist comspir-cy, which
a good meny Americens still cling to, fits neatly into this shib-
boleth of 01d World wickedness and New World virtue which was
announced by Thomes Jefferson in »is first insugural eddress
And so, too, our hebit of throwing a mantle of morality over our
own w=rs. ‘e do tend, perhaps, more than most other peovple to
transform our wars into crusades. The Mexicsn “ar was pert of
manifest destiny. The Sparish-Americen War wes a crussde to free
Cuba from Spanish tyramny. The First World 'er was & crusade to
meke the world sofe for democrescy. The Second World Tor did in-
deed heve moral purcoses, more clearly, I think then almost sny
wer of modern times. Our current involvement in Vietnam is cast,
increasingly, into a moral mold; it is, quite sim ly, a war to
helf Communist agsression. Indeed, by a kind of circular argument
this provides and embraces the 'vital interest' which we have in
that area, for on closer exsmination our 'vital interest' is pre-
cisely the interest in halting communism.

L B T

"When other nations expsanled they did so on practical end
selfish grounds, but when we expanded our conduct was not only
practical but highly moral. The notion of mission has permeated
much of Americen thinking about territorial expansion; it has
colored our conception of the mesning of the Monroe Doctrine; it
has conditioned our relstions with Euro e and, more recently with
Asia,....

"Wow nations that are self-righteous and powerful are almost
irresistibly prone to creating, or accepting, a double standard
of conduct.... 7We do think that we are better than other nations
snd doubtless we reslly sre in many respects...."

Commager suggests th-=t it is "in the realm of foreign rela-
tions where we instinctively take for granted... the justice of
our foreign policies" and where "we exhibit most markedly traces
of a double stenderd.... "



TEE ; S
DOUBLE Writes Senator J. William Fulbright in his The Arrogsance
STANMDARD of Tower (prges 107-8): "The view of communism as an
ATTLIED evil philoscphy is a distorting prism through *thich we
gsee projections of ovr own minds rether than what is
actually there. Tooking through the prism, we see the Viet Cong
who cut the throsts of village chiefs as savsfge murderers but Ameri-
cen flyers who incinerate unseen women #nd children with napalm as
valisnt fishters for fr-edom; we see Viet Cong defections as the
rejection of comunism but the much srester number of defections
from the Srigon Army as expressioms of a simple desire to return
to the f=rm; we see the puritan discipline of life in Hanoi as
erslavement but the chaos and corruption of 1life in Saigon as
liberty; we see Ho Chi ¥inh a3 a hated tyrant but Wgzuyen Cao Ey
as the defernder of freedom; we see the Viet Corg as Hanoi's puppet
end Hanoi as China's puppet but we see the Saigon government as
America's stalwart ally; and finally, we see China, with no troops
in South Vietnam, as the resl agzression while we, with hundreds
of thousands of men, are resisting foreign intervention.

"These perceptions ere rot patently wrong but they are dis-
torted snd exaggerated..."
TR e = Tt

SPRING MOZILIZATION, APRIL 15, 1967, WEW YORK CITY

There i3 a zood possibility that a chertered flight will be aveilsble
to those interested in pesrticipating in the Spring Mobilization. It
is expected that the flight will leave on the morning of the 15th,
returning the same evening. All interested people are urged to con-
tect Mr. Lewrence McGinn, 446-1211 between 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
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WHAT "A survey of public opinion in South Vietnam from a popula-
o tion sampling the pollsters admit had to be sharply restricted,

THEY reported. .. that 81% of those questioned want peace above all
WANT ? else. Only 4% listed victory over commnism, 2% reunifica-

tion of North end South, and 45% independence as aims prefer-
able to quick pesce. The poll was organized by the Opinion Research
Corvoration of Princeton 2nd conducted by the Center for Vietnsmese
Studies in Saizon, for the Columbia Broasdcasting System... CB3S said
it was the first independent ovinion survey ever tsken in South Viet-
nem... Orgenizers of the survey s»id it wes held only among persons
living in secured areas cortrolled by the allies... Interviewers...
took into account reluctsnce of those questioned to get themselves in
trouble with the authorities.

-- Associated Fress in York, Pa. Gazette & Daily, 3/22/67

PEACE Dr. Phen Khac Suu, 3pesker of the South Vietnamese Constitu-

DRIVE ent Assembly predicted that "some sort of settlement" of the

FROM war by "all parties concerned" will follow the South Vietnam-
S0UTH? ese nationel elections scheduled for next fall.

Dr. Suu did not foresee quick reunification of the country be-
cause many- Southern lezders, himself included, are opposed to Commu-
nism. Dr. 3Suu is expected to be one of several civilien cendidates
for the Presidency of 3South Vietnam.

-~ X. Y. Times, 3/30/67

CIVIIIAN U. 3. President Johnson feels that the national elections
OR for a new South Vietnamese government will be "as impor-
MILITARY tent as any of the military operations we shall conduct

PRESIDENT? in the months ghead."

The 7I. S. hopes that s brosdly bssed, legitimate government--
responsive to the needs end desires of the people--will offer & real
alternative to the Vietcong.

Comments Tom Wicker: "The trouble is that, outside the [Wational
Liberation Front) , only the South Vietnsmese officer corps now ha$
any orgsnized and cohesive politicel power. Therefore, it is highly
likely that either General Thieu or Msrshall ¥y, the present leaders,



will be elected to the powerful presidency the new constitution esteb-
lishes.

-- M. Y. Times, 3/21/67

PRESIDENTIAL It is widely conceded that the exchanze of correspond-
CORRESFOVDENCE ence between President Iyndon B. Jnhnson and President

Fo Chi Minh resulted in a propagenda victory for the
former. Johnson's letter was concilistory in tone, while the reply
from Yo appesred acrusative, quarrelsome, and negative. A closer ex-
amination of the correspondence was provided by Jsmes Reston.

"If President Johnson accepted Ho's terms for negotistions, the
United Stetes would have to end all the bombing pressure on the Yorth
'and a1l other acts of wrr against the Democratic Republic of North
Vietnem,! while North Vietnam would be free to continue sending men
and supplies into the South to meintain the militery pressure on South
Vietnam.

"On the other hend, if Fo Chi Minh accented President Johnson's
terms for negotiations, North Vietnam would be obliged to stop infil-
trating men and supplies into the South and the Tnited States, with
half 2 million men and powerful air end navel forces in the area would
ve free to hunt and destroy an enemy cut off from his supplies in the
North."

In short, each President propesed "terms for talking that would
give its forces a milit-ry advantage that they do not now enjoy." The
U. S., wrote Reston, demended "prior proof that 211 infiltration from
the North had stopped before we would agree to stop vombing the North
and augmenting U. 3. forces in the South."

Ho, on the other hand, demended not only the cessation of the air
bombing of the North, but an end te all scts of aggression against
North Vietnam, "en awkward point" because the North has troops in the
South snd it might be regarded as an act of aggression if U. 3. forces
fired et them in self-defense.

~— ¥. Y. Times, 3/22/67

WIDER Senator John Stennis of Mississippi and Senator Stuart Symington
AIR of Missouri have both been quoted recently as advocating wider
WAR air raids on North Vietnam. The former wants additional at-

tacks on power plants, cement factories, and ports including
Haiphong. The latter wants to see permission granted to attack the
airfields sround Hanoi, among other targets.



Joseph C. Harsch long time diplomstic correspondent for The Na-
tional Broadcasting Comuneny #nd the Chriitisn 3Science Monitor 5115 the

cry of the Senators "The Frontier 3yvndrome."

There are, Hrrsch notes, cogent reassnns for limiting the targets
being attacked in North Vietnam. "In this psrticulsr cesse... the
United States is fighting the ally 2nd dependency of two other great
powers. North Vietnsm is 8 sovereign st=te, recognized in interna-
tionel law and by tresties sigred not orly by Commurist countries but
also by Great Britsin and by Frence.

"Worth Vietnam is protected by treaties binding both Russia and
Chine to come to its assistence.

"If the United Stetes were to declare war on Worth Vietnem apd
wege unlimited war sgeinst it, then both Moscow 2nd Peking would ‘Be
bound by formel obligations to do even more then they are now. This
is why there is no formal decl-ration of wor, and only limited militery
action."

-~CHERISTIAN Science Monitor, 3/31/67

GLOOMY Headlines on March 27 focussed on 3enator Symington's recom-
NOT mendation thet wider air raids be conducted on Worth Vietnam.
PRNTED Even the New York Times neglected his gloomy assessment of

the volitical and military outlook in Vietnam as found in the
following from his report:

"There is now less certainty in my mind than there was a year 2go
that the present sovernment in South Vietnam spesks for a majority of
the South Vietnamese people. It is clear that the current composition
of the zovernment exacerbetes religious and politicel differences.

"Much of the victory obtained by U. 3. and South Vietnamese forces
in the daytime is lost at nicht, primerily beceuse we do not seem to be
able to obtain a handle on the problem of the guerrillas.

* ok o+ ok %

"It is our understanding South Vietnam's army has been assigned
primary responsibility for conducting the vital 'pecification' opera-
tions in those limited aress of their country cortrolled by their own
armv and ours. Thig is a job which the 77, 3. milit-ry, regardless of
the degree of our investment, ca~-not do for this war-torn 2nd harassed
nation.



"If the South Vietnamese do not achieve this pacification, there
is no point in this country continuing to pour out lives and treasure
in order to protect a government thet can neither consolidate nor con-
trol whet has been teken from them by their own citizens and the North
Vietnamese.

"If the United Stotes decides to become the major foctor in this
pacification progrem as well as in the fighting of the war, it can
only become an extended war of the white man agzinst the Asians on the
mainlend of Asia."

--I. F. Stone's Weekly, April 3, 1967

FIOATING  The Senate Armed Forces Committee deleted from a defense
SUPPIY authorization bill an epproprinstion of $301 million to
DEZ0TS build seven fast deployment logistic ships.

These ships were to be floating supply depots to be filled with
equipment and supplies for two ermy divisions for 15 days of operas-
tions. The idea was to station these ships at strategic points
around the werld so thst in the event of U, 3. interventicn in a
crisis, troops flown to the scene could be guickly supplied.

Senator Richard Russell of Georgia seid that the existence of
such ships might be construed as "an intimidation" by other nations
end that "if it is easy for us to go 2nywhere and do anything, we
will always be going somewhere and doing something.!

INTERNATIOVAL RELATIONS INSTITUTE
YATES HOTEL, SYRACUSE
April 21-22, 1967
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Time: Thursday, June 8, 1967, 6:15 p.m, N
Place: St. Andrew The Avostle Church, 124 Alden Street
near the Vincert Apartments
Spesker: RIV, JO°W J. McVEILL, S. J.
Assistent Professor of Philosophy et leMovme
"The Catholic Commnity and Peace"
Bring a dish (Casserole, 3alad or Dessert to serve 6-8)
Bachelors: Rolls and Butter
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Echoes from the 21st Annual International Relations Institute
sponsored ty the Syracuse Peace Council, Syracuse, Wew York,
April 21-22, 1967

DR, JOHN C. BEYNETT, President of Union Theological Seminary in New

York City, pointed out that U. S. policy in
Vietnem "is based on certain convictions clesrly held by at least
some ¢f the makers of the policy" which are "mistaken convictions."®
It is impertant for critics of U. 3. policy to exemine its presuppo-
sitions because "our present leaders are [not) likely to find another
way until they beccme less sure of their present presuppositions" or
unliess there develop "sufficient internal politicsl threasts to force
them to find another way."

Six presuppositions cen be identified which are held by policy
makers pretending to heve superior knowledge. Their information is
of little use if "what appesr to be facts" are seen "through the lens

created by certain presuppositions that are wrong." The challenged



asswumptions are:

1. "That the United Stetes must always opuese Communism" which,
jt is assumed is worse than all other fates thet misht befall a ra-
tion. Thus the United States must not risk a compromise settlement
in Vietnem because this would run the risk of a Communist regime in
the future.

2. Thset "this is a test case of aggression." If, in Vietnam,
we can prove that agaression does rot pay, we can contribute to an
ordered world. The U. 5. must punish asgression with allies if zos-
sivle, and without them if necessary. The stress on aggression does
not do justice to two aspects of civil war in Vietnam; tetween a
Yorth and 3South temporarily divided, and within the 3outh, It is an
oversimplificaticn to call this a war of agsression.

3. That this is "the test case of wars of liberstion." There
is a strong Americsn tendency to generalize without recognizing that
every revolutionary situstion rmust be understood in its own national
context. There are differences in the internsl heslth of countries,
the strength of existing governmments, 2nd the "extent to which some
kind of liberation is needed from the present situation." 1In South
Vietnem cne finds a weak country, a weak zovernment, »nd a people in
need of some kind of liberation. The corollary of this assumption
seems to be "that the United 3St-tes must bte a counterrevolutionary
rower opposed to 2ll wars of liberation in Asia end Latin America®
ond this "is one of the wild ideas thest is set forth with surprising
calmness by some of our own leasders." It implies that if the Tnited
St-tes tries hard enough to prevent Communism, thst somehow democracy
will emerge. Trying hard enough may mesn the applicsation of suffi-
cient militsry force.

4, That Vietnsm i3 analogous to FBurope ot the time of Fitler's
ascendancy. Tirst, it is amazing that Americen lesders are rrone to
compare Hitler's agzression to the power of Ho Chi ¥inh within one
nation. Second, Hitler's threat was primarily militery. The Com-
munist threat is primarily politicel in Asia and ILeotin America, and
cernot te svecessfully met by militsry meens. Third, in supporting
Jestern European nations sgrinst Hitler (and later 3talin) we were
£iving help to netions with long traditions and substance, end with
a cavacity to solve many of their own problems. 4 revolution was not
necessary in Burope, end the nited States did not assume a counter-
revolutionary stonce in BEurope.

5. That there are no limits to American Fower. The Englishman,
DPennis Brogan, speaks of "the illusion of American emnipotence.™
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tetween cur well-meaning

Ti~t is o .seful phrase indicating "a het
United Stestes can do zlmost enything if i
tired Ambassador Reischauer hes [ointed out
initiative in sponsoring internal chan zes i
cen bte so preponderant as to produce frictions
efforts snd their nationalisms.
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€. That "a substantisl militery success, rot necesserily total
victory... is im_ortant as a treke or the power of Chira." Uere the
spectre is raised: if we do not defeat the Commnists in Vietnam, we
must fi-ht them in Hawaiil or Seettle. To believe this re; ires sne
to believe in a monclithic, uriversal Co munism. China itself regre-
sents szn enigma. 3:& now seems weak. Zer words may ve L?Fih w
acts are mild. The destruction of fthe stsmina of Vietnem its:-
lose 2 reel trake on Chinese power. Moreover, American pover 2laos
the borders of Chira 7ill accentuste the paranciac elesments in “he
Chinese outlook on the world.

The wor in Vietnem rust be viewed in moral serspective. nere are
three elements to te considered.

Tirst is "the inherent evil in what we are now do*v?." ke fernc-
ity of the warf-re in toth North =nd 3outh is crusing much Jisizeation
of the populations. That must come next in order teo irsure vicinry

tefore the 1968 Fresidential electiocns? Must we Tomb the ‘ikes of
worth Vietnam? st we succumb to the advice of the "wild men in
Foshington"-~fortunately not row in policy making positicni--vho sus-
zest thet we must bomte Vietnem ceock into the Stone Aze?

Second is the "cumletive »ffect of what we have been loning %o-
ether with “nat we are likely to do if the wear doesn't =2nd so00n."
tht effects nlll two meore or five more eers of tris war usve on the
peo-le of Vietnamy TITne effocts will ce 21l out of pro_ortion to the

™

evil *hat we are tr;ing to preven To impecse on others —hat we te-
licve i3 _ood for them 1s a misuse of he loyrlty ond hersism of _meri-
can men. General Jesimorelend has sgid thsat he sees no end in 3i-ht;
rather, we will kezep on bleeding the other side, WJho ere we %o e
doing this? Must many zenerations hence suffer from our tlesding them?

Taird 1s "to see how self-defesting it is. Yot orly does this
have a bad effect u on the reccle... vut we can't do by this method
what we seek to do." Gunner Myrdsl has reminded ug thet success in
overrunning Vietnam will be the beginning of our hell., The Vietnamese
will have the sympathy of the entire werld in tryine to rid their coun-



try of the intruders,

- T™niere ere two thines that the United Stetes cen do te help bring
tris wer to some ki~d of & sstisfactory conclusion. ¥Fe might assume
Yt U Thent understsnds it better thsn we do, »nd we might, %herefore,
stop the vomting. Then we could stop trying to conguer South Vietnew
end eng2re in & holding action. We might also try to et a more cred.
itle necotizting stence. This would involve & willincness to desl
with the Vie* Cong. It would invclve an Americen recognition of the
&3 Tmetricel cheracter of the situstion. OQur troops near the ¥orth
Vietramese border during on extended cesse fire would remain a threst
to trer, while their trcops withdrewn from the South would constitute
no threst to the United States. ®e should recosmize, elso, that they
are rct tomiing the South.

J b

Jumrmrries of two edditional speeches mede at the Conference will
eprezr in subsequent issues of Fesce News Letter. 411 the speeches
were taped, =znd a8 tepe can be borrowed from the Peece Council in ap-

iic

-

]
g2icy o Llera Grsy.

1a¢ Annuel Meeting of the ACIU will have & dinner, May 25, €:30
P-T. 2t General Hutchinson House. _ATEE NEIER, Executive Director of
the Yov York Civil Liberties Union,has chosen for hi. address,
Corscientious Objection to a Particuler War.

WET ADDEESS Volunteers needed with truck or station
FCE 3FC: 304% E. Genesee wagons to move office from the University
Street, 13224 Bldg., Saturdsy morning, June 3, 9:30 ~

: 11:30 a.m. We need menpower to help pack.
Fieese notify us at 422-5316 if you can participaste. Thanks.
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THE ARAB-ISRAELI  The repid development of the Middle Eastern crisis
WAR is reputed to have surprised msny American policy

makers, as it did many ordinary citizens, becsuse
of the preoccupation with Vietnam, Tet in the Viddle East American
commitments to Israel (to safecusrd her territorial inteerity) were
more precise and much older than Americen "commitments" to South
Vietnam. “Morcover, Americsn interests in the Middle Esst are much
more pronounced and vital than those in Southeast Asia. One has only
to recall the tremendous Americen investments in 0il throuchout the
Middle East, to say nothing of religious, educationel, and cultural
ties which have flourished for a long time. Indeed, one suspects
thet Americen policy makers were impaled on the horns of a dilemma.
On the onec hand, our commitments to Israel were cleer; on the other
hend, our heavy investments in the Arsb countries were highly visible.
To have been bold in upholding the former might have seriously jeop-
ardized the latter.

The amazing and swift victory of the Israeli forces over the much
laercer Arab forces reminds one of the Biblical story of David and
Golisth, Whether or not Arsb leaders intended hostilities to be the
outcome of closing the straits of Tiran to Isreeli shippins is a
matter of conjecture. Jsmes Reston, writing from Cairo on June 4th,
gaid: "An-alarming fatelism seems to be settling on this city. Cairo
does not want war end it is certainly not ready for war. But it has
already accepted the possibility, even the likelihood, of war, as if
it had lost control of the situation."

Vot only did the Arsb nations suffer their chird, bitter defest
at the hands of the Isreselis (1948, 1956, 1967), but the Soviet Union
likewise suffered. It had furnished msjor quantities of arms to the
Feyptian army, only to see planes destroved on the ground snd its
tanks destroyed--once more--by American Patton tanks. Egypt, Jorden,
and Syrie have seen segments of their territory occupied by determined
Israeli troops, and have heard Isrseli leaders sugeest »n intent to
keep control of at lerst some of the territory seized.

But when all is s2id and done about the brillient militery suc-
cesses of the Isreelis, he is forced to consider the wise statement
of Jsmes Reston written from Tel Aviv on June 6th: "The irony of



Israel's coursge and success in the Middle Esstern conflict--as so
often Yn the history of the Jewish people--is thet military victory
does not produce peace."

"Nasser set out to remove the humiliation of past defeats and
hos led the whole Arsb world into the most humilisting defeat of all."
Victory for the Israelis has brousht promises of revenge from Areb
lesders. The Arsbs h=ave the power of numbers and gzeosraphy on their
side, but without & will to fieght, these adventages are illusory.

The time may come, however, when Israel will frce a different kind of
opponent--unless some ways con be found to overcoms the barriers
which have existed in order thst understanding emong neighbors, end
mutusl helpfulness might exist.

THE WATIONAL NOT™CIL O% CFURCFES sew the Middle Enst as an opportunity

for the United St-tes to liquidate
its costly adventure in Vietnsm. On June 1lst its General Borrd adopted
perellel resolutions on the Middle East and on Vietnam, ureging that
both disputes be referred to "international judsment =nd Action"
throush the United Wations. Dr. Arthur 5. Fleming, president of the
Wetionsl Courcil, said "Our nation f=ces a morsl oblizeation to demon-
strete readiness to teke risks for an internsticnally established
peace." The implication of Wational Council of Churches action was
obvious. The morel position of the United St-tes in seeking effective
UN action in the Middle East would be enhanced by its willingness to
submit the issues in its own dispute to "internsiionsl collective
counsel #nd decision."

TFE CATYOLIC COMMUNITY The Rev. John McNeill, Assitsnt Professor of
IND FELCE: Fhilosophy at LelMoyne Collese, addressed the
' Annurl Meetinz of 3FC. He cited the docu-
ments of Vaticen II, Pope John XXIII's encyclicrl, Pacem in Terris,
the stotement of Pope Paul VI to the TTnited Nations and subsequent
stetements sbout Vietnsm, and a2 recent stetement of the American
Bishops as eatablishing the basic premises for a Roman Catholic ap-
proach to problems of pecace =znd world order, Father McNeill noted
the following principles which might cuide Catholics in their approach
to the international scene:

1. Vsaticsn II praised non-violent resistance as an alternative
to war ond insisted that every Romen C=tolic can be a Con-
scientious Objector.

2. The concept of blind obedience to the mstion was condemned.
Catholics were admonished to toke their stand on the basig



of conscience rather than whet the rulers direct.

3. Total War wers condemned. Moderation in the conduct of war
was commended.

4. The arms race is condemned. Pope Paul has suz-ested that
all nations trke a small percentage of their defense budsets
and devote them to constructive, humenistic purposes.

5. A call has been issued for en evolutionary process leading
to the abandonment of wor. Conditions making wer possible
mist be elimineted. Effective international orgsnization
(world =overnment) is necessory. World-wide economic Jjustice
is to be a goal.

Yot only has the Romsn Catholic church trken a progressive ap-
proach in theory, but certain deeds of lesders lends substance to the
effort to relote theory to concrete situations. Few people are awszre
that Pope Paul has made a lsrge contribution of money to North Vietnam
s well as to South Vietnsm for relief. Few are aware thet on Hiro-
shima Deay, in a messace to the Japanese, he condemned the nuclear
bombinz, Morcover, the Fope has repeatedly called for the cessation
of the bombing of North Vietnam.

Father McNMeill pointed out that the actual situation in the
Roman Catholic Community does not reflect quick and resdy acceptance
of the principlecs outlined ebove. There are John Birch style Catho-
lics, but there are 2lso growing numbers of Catholic Conscientious
Objectors and Catholics who sre relating to the Perce Movement.

Father McNeill suggested that the libersl comrunity may be ex-
pecting too much too scon from those tryins to referm the Romen Cath-
olic Church, and he ceutioned thst diplomacy is needed to lead people
2long in the directions outlined for them by leadership.

VIETNAM SUMMER: As pert of » notionwide effort to utilize the summer
vacations of college students to resch citizens op-

posed to the war in Vietnsm, =2 Syracuse office has been orgenized.

Meil m~y be sent to F. 0. Box 165, University 3tetion, Syracuse, N. 7,

13210. If you want more information, or wish to volunteer time, ser-
vices, or money, cell D-le Tussing (476-3968) or Mich Lewis (463-68472).



AWITAL MEETIVG JOTTIVG3: The Zlst annu2l meeting of the Syrecuse
Pesce Council was held on Thursdesy, June
8th at 3t. Andrew The Apostle Church in Syracuse. Lena Groy, Treas-
vrer, reported receipts totaling $4258.59 snd expenses totzling
$#2996.19. The 3PC ended the first five months with » bolance of
$1282.40. --—-- Outstanding events of the past yesr included the
Hiroshime Dsy Vigil, the present~tion of Normsn Thomes snd Devid
Crook to sttentive sudiences, the Birthdey Farty in Jenuary with
Normen Whitney, the Spring Mobilizetion in New York, the Interna-
tionesl Relstions Institute in April svonsored entirely by the SFC,
end the move of the 3PC office from downtown to the Protestant Center
at 3049 Eest Genesee 3Street, Syrrcuse, W, ¥, 13224, -———- It wasg
pointed out thst the 3FC will no lon-er heve the financial assistence
received from the AF3C in return for providing office space for the
Feace Interne. This means thet it is necess-ry for the local people
to sssume = somewhat larser finsncirl responsibility in the future.
———-=- Sam Feld is sssumine the chairmenship of the 3FC for the comine
yesr, repl-einas the system of rototins cheirmen used in the past yesr.

FREEDOM OF SPEECH: Worman Balsbanian sttempted to secure billboard
space in order to sdvertise for peace. The pro-
posed ad included the picture of 2 child burned by Wapslm with the
text: "These are our brothers whom we kill. Stop this senseless war."
The locel outdoor advertising firm, a monopoly, refused the ad becsuse
it is "too controversial." An approach w=3 then made to the szency
hendling pdvertising for the transit compeny. A contract was signed
end a check sent in payment for cards to ~pperr on the busses. Sub-
sequently a letter was received steating that the copy "does not meet
with approvel" and indiceting that the subject is too controversisl.
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THE IMPACT The Selective Service Law was passed by adults te use
OF THE the bodies of the young for adult purposes without con-
DRAFT ON sulting the young. It has, therefore, created a trem-
AMERICAN endous gap between generations, as was illustrated when
SOCIETY parents in‘Pueblo, Colorado, had their son committed to
a mental institution when he applied for status as a Conscientious
Objector to war, No one claims that the draft is good for the
young people, a claim that ean justifiably be made for compulsoyy
education, another area in which the youth are not consulted about
deckaldhs affecting them,

With this opening, Arlo Tatum, Executive Secretary of the
Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors, gave a major address
at the conclusion of an all day training session for Draft
coungelors, on Saturday, November Lth, The Session, sponsored by
the American Friends Service Committee, and organized by David
Baster, Peace Interne, was held at May Memorial Unitarian Church

in Syracuse.

Tatum contimied by suggesting that the purpose of the draft
has never been sold to youth, and the existence of the law gives
youth no reason for confidence in adults,

Moreover, the draft is divisive with regard to the under—
privileged,?70% of white youths pass the preliminary physical exam,
tut only 18% of that group of whites is drafted, Only 50% of
Nezro. youth pass '~ the preliminary physical, but 304 of that
group is drafted, Those not taking the preinduction physical are
almost exclusively white. Only 1.5% of draft board members are
Nezroes,

. One effect of the draft is to siphon off potential leadership
in the ghettos at a time when it is increasingly apparent that the
problems af the ghettos of America can be solved only by leader—
ship indigenous to the ghetto, Consequently, the drain of
indigenous leadership will mean that the anti-poverty programs
will fail,



The brunt of the draft fal'ls most heavily on those segments of
American society already deprived of their rights. Most deferments
are given to the already privileged members of society., TFor example,
Negro ministers are seldom eligible for the 4~D classification because
most of them have to work at "secular" occupations, in order to make
a living, The law requires that clergymen devote full time to their
profession to be eligible for the professional deferment, Tatum
pointed out that a lottery would destroy the relevance of ‘the elaborate
gystem of deferments, and that would mean that white youth would have
the same chance of being drafted a s Negrs youth,

The purposes of the draft are really two-fold. The first and
obvious function is to get young men into the Armed Forces. A second,
and not readily recogmized purpose, is to control and direct the
activities of young men not being drafted. ; ,

Thus the draft directs many youths to pursue scientific”afd tech-
nological studies because these may bring deferments, whereas
huranities and social sciences may not help one .emcape military
activity, Tatum predicted that the National Science Council will make
recommendations to the Selective Service System in Jamuary which will
expand the 1list of technical specialties for which young men may be
defirred, and he pointed out that Hitler's Germany which forsook
cultural contributions in favor of pursuits directly related to
nilitary adventures, has not yet recovered from the damage done, The
United States, he declared, will take a long time recovering from the
damage already done as a consequence of the draft and its channeling
of ycuth into a limited range of pursuits,

There is often tragedy inwolved in a young man!s handling of his
confrontation with or avoidance of the draft. U=F's may have diffie
culty in finding employment because of the implication that classe
ification carries that the men have physical, mental, or moral defects
adverse to the interests of the employer. Frequently employers will
not hire youth liable for the draft, empecially when the job requlres
training. Therefore a 1l-A classification becomes a liability to youth,

The men who go to Canada find a"permanent solution to a temporary'
problem! Their presence in Canada means a los# to the United States—
a brain drain and a loss of morally semsitive individuals whose leader-
ship potential is needed in the U,S. Thus the Selective Service
system includes the power to determine the country a man will live in,
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Many other personal decisions are based on the draft, Thus the
decision to go t® college, to get married, to have children, may be
based on a calculation that one might avoid being drafted rather than
based on what the individual young man would really like to do at that
moment in his life,

The existing Selective Service Law and Selective Service Regulations
provides the functional basis of a totalitarian soclety in the United
States. Paragraph 1641,7-a of the Selective Service Resulations makes
it "the duty of every classified registrant to keep his local board
informed of his occupational, marital, family dependency, and military
‘status, of his physical condition, of his home address, and of his
receipt of any professional degree in a medical, dental, or allied
specialist cat@gory." Such notification is to be made in writing within
ten days after the change occurs, Tatum pointed out that this provision
of the law, applicable to registrants now over 35, has not been enforced,
When he testified hefore the Marshall Commission which made recommend-
ations leading to the revised law of 1967, Tatum suggested that there be
an exit from the draft system for Americanpygales, a s is presently true
in other countries with draft laws, Menbers of the Commission sugzested
that it means nothing,k "The question arises, it it means nothing, why
is it continued in.the law?

® The Draft, insisted Tatum, is vicious in the conservative effect it
has on American foreign policy., Before 1965 (and the escalation of
American effort in Vietnam) i#t®was most difficult to justify the draft.
Indeed, a Pentagon study was the possibility of elimination of the
draft and substituting a voluntary system. There were 1.8 million men
in the system at a time when only 300,000 drafteccs were neceded. The
escalation in Vietnam revived interest in the draft., Thus, in a time

of crisis, and with many men in the system, there is a temptation to
use them,

Tatum sucgested that the draft permits 2 or 3 Vietnams at a time
and that if the war ends in Vietnam, and the draft contimues, there will
likely be another Vietnam,

STUMINAR The Ipiscopal Diocesc of Central New York is sponsoring

OoN a study Conference on Vietnam, December 1-3, at the Thornfield

VITTNAM Conference Center, Cazenovia, Its purpose is to study in
depth issues surrounding the war. Speakers include Professor

George McT, Kahin, Director, Southeast Asia Program, Cornell; Congressman

John Dow,27th District,N.Y.; and Thich Nhat Hanh, Vietnamese Buddhist
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monk, Attendants will play a war came on Saturday afternoon, and time
will be spent in small zroup discussions of the moral and ethical
implications of the war in Vietnam, and, under the leadership of
Professor Charles 1'1'1.111cg.,,'r of Syracuse University, atténtion will be
given to what we can do gbout it.®

Registration,room, qﬁd board cost $18 from Friday p.m. to
Sunday noon, and must be made at the Thornfield Conferemce Center,
Box 38, Cazenovia, N.Y. ;;035'

FROM The rash otﬁefforta to keep military recruiters and _
DISSTNT recruiters for Dow Chemical (manufacturee of Napalm) frem
TO college campyges coupled with the Washington Mobilization

RUSISTANCE of October 2lst, has brought provoked criticism of the

; peace movemeg’b in newspaper editorials, e@lumns, and from
the President. The mood of one segment of the peace movement is
rovealed in the letter of a student from the University of Michigan
published in the New Yozk Times, October 26,1967,

"this d.amonstrati% initiated a mass movement whose aims is not
...to make a persuasive appeal to 'the nation's mind and conscience,®
but rather to state forthrightly to the warmakers themselves that we
not only oppose their wagy by words of dissent, but will oppose their
war by actions of reatama to their commands tha.t we become accomplices
in this obscene war, i,_:

"Therefore it ispnot correct te measure the effectiveness of
this demonstration by the same terms used to judge the effectiveness
of protest marches or moral witness, We are no longer trying to tell
the people of this country that this war is wrong...We are telling the
Administration that we will defy its laws and policies when to obey
those laws would make us, oriminals."

i
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SOUTHERN Recently the U. V. sponsored a Seminar on Apartheid, Racisl
AFRICA Discrimination and Colonislism in Southern Africs. Three

prominent clergymen, the Rev. Dr. Arthur Blaxall (40 years
in South Africa), Bishop Ralph Dodge (Rhodesia Areas, Methodist Church),
Mr, Milfrid Grenville-Grey (Principal of Mindolo Ecumenicel Foundation,
Kitwe, Zambia), and the Rev, Gabriel Setilosne (Youth 3Secretsry, All
Africa Conference of Churches), wrote Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, (Gen-
erel-Secretary of the World Council of Churches).

The letter writers were concerned because Western nations were
not adequately represented at the Seminar. After talking with meny
of the delegates, the writers expressed fear "that the bonds of mutuel
respect and common menity which hold together the Third world end
"the West are now strained to bresking point. "

Moreover, they fear that "the battle with racialism snd colonial-
ism in Southern Africe, i.e. Rhodesisa, Angola, Mozsmbique and the Re-
.public of South Africe, has now reached stalemate. Such an attitude
[on the part of Western powersl is deplorsble, pleying right into
the hends of those who contend that the time for negotiastions 2nd non-
violent resistance is over and that the only effective solution now
remaining is the propasgation of force end the escelation of violence.!

DOMESTIC A1l of us have been shocked by the long, hot summers in
RACISM the U.3.A. Deniel P. Moynihan, director of the Joint Center

for Urben Studies of the Mass. Institute of Technology and
Herverd University, warned recently: WNot only is it likely that vio-
lence st home may continue slong with a worseping of the war in Viet-
nam, but "a new set of signs tells us something that is painful, even
heteful t» hear--namely, that we must prepare for the onset of terror-
ism" here at home. (N. Y. Times, 9/24/67).

Governor Rockefeller steted recently that there could be direct
violence between Negroes snd Whites in years to come if slum problems
ere not dealt with effectively. Governor Romney has foreseen the
possibility of revolution. John McCone, former director of CIA amd
chairman of a group that studied Watts for the state of California
has made similar, ominous statements.



RACISM In 1946, Buell G. Gallagher, now President of the City

AND Collecge of New York, ‘end then Professor of Christian Ethics
COLOR in the Pacific 3chool of Religion, write a2 perceptive and,
CASTE perheps, prophetic essay. .

Color is significant on the world scene, "Acting and thirking
as thoush he were a majority, the (sucasisn is actually a minority
group in the.world's population... the Caucasien talks glibly of the
problems of minorities, without reslizing that he is the world's num-
ber one minority....

"The Csucasisn minority has a majority psychology. Either in
ignorence of his minority world stetus, or in spite of it, the Csu-
casien feels thet he owns the world snd 211 the 'lesser! peoples in
it, FHe has thrown the girdles of commerce and trade sround the
globe, planted outposts of financiel and politie~l empire (with nec-
cgsary military be=cking) in its remotest quartars, =nd built the
culturel outposts which, supported by power velitics =nd a show of
militery strength, have given him.a,position ef dominsnce from which
he looks down upon the subjuzated peoples in much the same manner as
a feudel lord was accudtomed to survey his vassals from the castle
tower,.

"But the rising tide of resentment and antsgonism among the pig-
mented peoples can no longer be overlooked or leughed away. .. The
colored peoples of the world aspire to & position of freedom from
white control and to acceptence in a position of equality.  They will
endure white domination as long as it is physicelly necessary to do

.so, 2nd not one moment longer.

"There is yet time to act. But that time is repidly running out.
If we wish to live on a bessis of equality with the pigmented peoples
of the world, that decision must be translated into immediate action.
. Tomorrow will be too late. For if we. wait a few yessrs before striking
. a position of equality of the races thrOughout the world,. the con-
" timued arrogant sttitudes of the dominent white promise: to be the
stimulent of s counter assertion of the non-white. Frustration breeds
eggression: a few more. years of white dominsation will make it im—

" possible to satisfy the. asp;ratlons of the darker peoples with any-

thing short of subjuzation of the, whites., .If.we emerze into that-
peried, with the lines drawn between the white end nonwwhite ‘peoples

of the world, Pnd an 1ncr3551n% .tension ‘stored up behind tha -dams of
prejudice, the opening of the flood gates or the bresking of the dems

may plunge the worid intc rhet ‘finsl orgy of bestiality, e race war
on globsl lines,"
ok %



" If the policies of white supremacy continue to force the darker
races into @ common bond of hatred toward the lizhter, the issue will

eventually be joined in a horrendous struggle for world dominsnce in
which the first and second world wars will be mere curtain raisers.
The wer will begin where the last one left of f--or considerably in
advence of it, with the robot bomb, carrying stomic warheads and
guided by radar and television, being only the beginning of the end.
Quite apart from the possible outcomes of such 2 conflict, the stu-
pidity of any policy which is -calculsted to increase the probability
of the joining of the race issue in global war is beyond deb-te."

~--~ The Challenge of Our Culture, pp. 100-103
Harper & Bros., 1946 3

VIETWNAM Recently your editor participated in & panel on Vietnam,

_ end directed the following questions to a spokesman from
South Vietnam: 1. What would have happened to your government if
the United St-~tes h2d not sent troops and equipment? 2. What truth
is there to reports thet the Army of the Republic of South Vietnam

"is not fighting effectively? 3. Why is it that a numericslly in-
ferior force with less equipment is fighting so effectively?

The answers came as follows: 1, If your goverrment had not
gent help, our government would have collapsed. Thank you for your
help., 2. There is a lot of truth to those reports. ' Our srmy has
poor leadership and poor training. It suffers from corruption and
it is weery from many yesrs of wer, (Your soldiers spend only one
yesr in our country.) 3. The other srmy hes a lot of stemins snd
resilience. It hes good leadership geined from fighting the French,
and it has the advantages of guerrills operations.

Howard Tuckner, an NBC correspondent, csme back from Vietnesm o
few dsys ago. He appeared on the Today progrsm, October 2. Tuckner
reported that the South Vietnamese forces a:ic not fighting effectively.
Meny U. S. soldiers and officers would resther not hove the South
Vietnemese around when they sre fighting.

Tuekner believes that there will be an emphibious invesion of
worth Vietnam by land forcss, a short distence abeve the Demilitarized
Zon:, However, he feels tnst the invasion force will not turn North,
but will turn South to eliminste the artillery which is now creating
so muca cgony for the U.S. Merines just south of the Duniliterigzed
Zonsraa’ T - !

"



FROM The Nsational Council of Churches in the U.3.A. received a
DUTCH letter from the President and the Secretary of the Nether-
CFURCHMEN  lands Reformed Church, sent at the direction of the Generzsl

Synod which met in June. The heart of the message is' in
the following:

"It is this commitment [to Jesus Christ] that mskes us, vhile we
know snd apprecirte all you have done so far in this respect, wish to
urge you to contirue to do everything in your power... to induce your
people #nd their government to end the calemitious war in Vietnem as
soon os possible ever if this would ostensibly result in the United
States losing influence and prestige. Hostilities in Vietnam heve
reached such proportions that the United Stestes Government's professed
aim, viz, to stop the advance of communist influerce in South East Asia
and to esteblish a democratic regime in Vietnsm, seems remoter themn ever
before. This is 8ll the more 2larming since the nation in whose behalf
the wer is supposedly being fought is being slowly but surely brought
to ruin by the subtlety of the chemical and conventional weapons used
and by the complete socisl, cultursl snd spiritusl dissolution with
which it is threstened. A nation's 'liberstion'! is sesling its doom,
If the United St=tes reslly has the well-being of the people of Vietnam
at heert, we a2re prompted to ask whether there is =ny point at =211 in
continuing this war. Besides, the denger of the war spreading to other
countries is constantly incressing. Thailand snd Ieos sre slready in-
volved 2nd if the sir sttacks on North Vietnam, which sre becoming ever
more intensive, are not stopped immedistely, the possibility of world-
wide escelation is by no mesns inconceivable. We would therefore esr-
nestly entreet you to do all you possibly csn to induce your people snd
your Government to creete a basis for nezotiations by discontinuing the
air reids on North snd South Vietnsm and submitting proposals for a
cesse~-fire. We feel amply justified in making e perticularly urgent
appeal to you, since it i1s upon the Americrn people as one of the
mightiest netions, »nd perhaps the mightiest in the world, that great
responsibility rests in the struggle for freedom, justice, and humenity."

Since the letter arrived, the war has escslated in Vietnam, But
so has the opposition to the war in the United Steotes.m
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O¥ REVOLTTION *It ig difficult for most of us in the United Stetes

to view revolutions with equanimity, much less with
sympathy; indeed, we have a deep-seated dread of revolutions. Our own
revolution occurred so long ago that it is no longer an integral part
of our contemporsry ideology. This puts us st a tremendous disadvan-
tage in understanding and i» providing lesdrrship for the many coun-
tries that are now or that will soon be living through their revolu-
tions."

-~ QOscar Lewis, Pedro:Martinez, P. XXX

"The Tmited States, once a revolutionary force in a world of ,
conservatism, is now a conservative force in a world of revolutionism.
In our day we have witnessed the Communist revolution; the revolution
in Asia and Africa sgainst colonialism, imperialism, and rscism; end
the Revolution of Rising Expect-tions everywhere. All of these pres-
sures are hoisting storm warnings. By 1965 the American people, with
6 per cent of the World's population, were enjoying about 50% of its
werlth. A global 'share the wesalth movement! is geining terrifying
momentum, The submerged masses of the world are not going to be con-
tent to ride forever in oxcarts while e privileged few speed by in
Cedillacs., Men are not going to live in harmony as long as two-thirds
of them have to struggle to live at all."

~— Thomas A. Beiley, The American Psgesnt, 3rd. ed. pp 996-997

"Christians find themselves swept slong by 2 seething eruption of
-gocial ferment. They are sesrching desperately for a theological
perspective which will mske sense of their cmvulsive continent. But/
the American Christians'/ dilemma differs very little from the one now
faced by the whole Christisn church. The nations of North America end
Burope are no exception. We are 211 trying to live in an age of ac-
celerating change with a st-tic theology. Since the phrase rapid
. socisl change serves often merely as a euphemism for revolution, the
issue could be put even more bluntly: we sre trying to live in a period
of revolution without a theology of revolution."

-~ Harvey Cox, The Seculer City, p. 107




AN AFPROACH was made by the Netional Council of Chile's ruling
TO REVOLUTION Christian Democratic Party. It declared that guerrilla

warfare against governments that "ignore the people's
rights and offer no electorsl solutions" is & legitimate course of
action in Letin America. It pointed out that guerrilla warfare existed
before Fidel Castro for voried reasons. "In certain cases the subver-
sion is directed and carried on by forward-looking Christians." The
statement, which reportedly disturbed Americsn diplomats, repudiates
resort to violence by defeeted candidates in elections but is vague
in defining when on electorsl method is a failure.

— Bernsrd L. Collier, New York Times, July 14, 1967

ESCALATION in Vietnem. "After a2 yesr of what has been billed as
CONTINUES steady military proeress--with 460,070 American troops

in Vietnam plus 700,000 South Vietnsamese, and 55,000
other Allied soldiers--the genersls in charge of the war were demand-
ing still more men from all three sources." (The forezoing figures
apparently do not include American men in Thailsnd, 2 "privileged
sanctuary" from which the U. 5. conducts 2ir attacks on Vietnam, nor
the men of the Suventh Fleet which conducts attscks by air and by
navel gunfire against coastal areas.)

The Generals will not get all the men they requested--at least
for the present. The President is holding down the number of men to
be sent for domestic political reesons. Mobilization of reserves
would disrupt domestic life; the budget deficit must be held down;
larger draft calls snd higher taxes "would vastly increase the nation's
discomfort with the war, stiffen Congressional opposition to his
tactics end probebly injure still further his principsl and politically
most veluable domestic programs...."

The Generals will get perhaps 35,000 more men from the United
States thig year. ZEfforts will be made to decrease the proportion
of support troops =nd thereby incresse the number of combat troops
in the field in Vietnam.

—— "The Week in Review," N. 7. Times, July 16, 1967

INEFFECTIVEVESS - "In 1960, the Vietcong were credited with 5,000

OF ESCALATION full-and part-time fighting men by American intel-
ligence, According to the Allied forces! own figures, 200,000 enemy
troops have been killed in action in the last seven years, and at
least that many more have been lost to disease, desertion and wounds,
And yet, last week, the enemy--agein by American reckoning--had



295,000 men in the field in the South."

While the foregoing figures are "a kind of rational cuess," the
picture is clear. "The North Vietnamese end the Vietcong have matched
each Americzn escalation, snd the United Stetes has matched esch enemy
escalation. The purpose of the exercise is to reise the level of the
wer so that the other side ceznnot match you, but that has not happened."

-- "The Week in Review, N. Y., Times, July 9, 1967
INTERESTINGLY, "in 1964, the North Vietnamese had no divisions in
: South Vietnam. WNow they - have seven in aand near the
South, and the Viet Cong have two."

(Readers will remember that the United States did not begin seri-
ous esce=lation until 1964, snd it turned a flood tide in 1965.)

-=~ Christisn Science Moniter, July 11, 1967

REFUBLICAWS have been seeking » stence on Vietnsm which differs from
that of the Democrets. 3ut in 2 country with no tredition
of party discipline end binding party positions, this has been diffi-
ﬁgizi thme Republicans are obviously "hawks," and some are at least
sh,

Eight Repulbican representatives have offered » proposal for
"de~escnalation" of the war. They have suggested thet the bombing be
stopped gradually, for two month periods, in.-parts of Worth Vietnam.
They would start with the most heavily populated Northern regions 2nd
continue, every two months, to extend the area not being bombed pro-
vided that the other side made reciprocsl military gestures. Ultimately,
in the South, the U. 3. and its "allies" would control populated,
readily defended aress, snd await negotiations.

The Text of the Controversial Republican White Paper, THE WAR IN
VIETNAM, prepered by the Staff of the Senate Republican Policy Com-
mittee, has been published by Public Affairs Press, Washington, D. C.
(Cost, $1.00). The study, distributed to 36 Republican 3enators on
April 26, was revealed to the press two days later, After a flury of
publicity, this importent document pessed out of public attention.

After a review of the history of Americen intervention, the
Republican White Paper offers some conclusions, among which are the
following:

"The West divides good and evil, and thinks that evil can be
conquered. Yet in Asis, a man is generally capable of believing that
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something is simuitaceocusly good #nd bad, right snd wrong, black ond
white, inisuchis manner &s to render most difficult resl uaderstand-

ing by the westérn mentality.

"Jjust as difficult to comprehend are the 'politics' of the
Buddhists, or the meaning of their proposals for 'a peaceful, independ-
ent Vietnam; we dismiss them as visionsery or unrealistic, yet they may
be more acceptable snd understandeble to the South Vietnsmese--after
27 yeers of warfare-—than anything we propose in our Western politicel
terminology.

"In short, we Americans cennot simply go to Asia, wipe the slate
~.clean, and say to them, 'This is how it shall be.! The Vietnamese
have ‘their own view of nationalism, quite different from ours, the
Vietnamese Communists identify with it, and it renders our involvement
immeasurably difficult."

The Report raises on interesting question about the role of an
opposition perty in a democratic society: '"Does the Republican Party
serve Americs best by seying that politics stops at the water's edge?
Thet we must rally be-ind the President? Do=s bipsrtissnship mean
thet Democratic mistskes arc Republican responsibilities?

It further asks: "What precisely is our natiornsl interest in
Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnem, and Laos?" And "To what further lengths
are we prepered to fo in support of this interest?"

The Angwer is partly in, insofsr 2s Republicens have either by
their vocal support or by their silence accepted more escalation.

ok * ok ook ok

VIGIL Sunday, August 6, 1967, 11:30 - 12:30, Columbus Circle. Won't
‘you plen to attend?
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SOUTHERN Recently the U. V. sponsored a Seminar on Apartheid, Racisl
AFRICA Discrimination and Colonislism in Southern Africs. Three

prominent clergymen, the Rev. Dr. Arthur Blaxall (40 years
in South Africa), Bishop Ralph Dodge (Rhodesia Areas, Methodist Church),
Mr, Milfrid Grenville-Grey (Principal of Mindolo Ecumenicel Foundation,
Kitwe, Zambia), and the Rev, Gabriel Setilosne (Youth 3Secretsry, All
Africa Conference of Churches), wrote Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, (Gen-
erel-Secretary of the World Council of Churches).

The letter writers were concerned because Western nations were
not adequately represented at the Seminar. After talking with meny
of the delegates, the writers expressed fear "that the bonds of mutuel
respect and common menity which hold together the Third world end
"the West are now strained to bresking point. "

Moreover, they fear that "the battle with racialism snd colonial-
ism in Southern Africe, i.e. Rhodesisa, Angola, Mozsmbique and the Re-
.public of South Africe, has now reached stalemate. Such an attitude
[on the part of Western powersl is deplorsble, pleying right into
the hends of those who contend that the time for negotiastions 2nd non-
violent resistance is over and that the only effective solution now
remaining is the propasgation of force end the escelation of violence.!

DOMESTIC A1l of us have been shocked by the long, hot summers in
RACISM the U.3.A. Deniel P. Moynihan, director of the Joint Center

for Urben Studies of the Mass. Institute of Technology and
Herverd University, warned recently: WNot only is it likely that vio-
lence st home may continue slong with a worseping of the war in Viet-
nam, but "a new set of signs tells us something that is painful, even
heteful t» hear--namely, that we must prepare for the onset of terror-
ism" here at home. (N. Y. Times, 9/24/67).

Governor Rockefeller steted recently that there could be direct
violence between Negroes snd Whites in years to come if slum problems
ere not dealt with effectively. Governor Romney has foreseen the
possibility of revolution. John McCone, former director of CIA amd
chairman of a group that studied Watts for the state of California
has made similar, ominous statements.



RACISM In 1946, Buell G. Gallagher, now President of the City

AND Collecge of New York, ‘end then Professor of Christian Ethics
COLOR in the Pacific 3chool of Religion, write a2 perceptive and,
CASTE perheps, prophetic essay. .

Color is significant on the world scene, "Acting and thirking
as thoush he were a majority, the (sucasisn is actually a minority
group in the.world's population... the Caucasien talks glibly of the
problems of minorities, without reslizing that he is the world's num-
ber one minority....

"The Csucasisn minority has a majority psychology. Either in
ignorence of his minority world stetus, or in spite of it, the Csu-
casien feels thet he owns the world snd 211 the 'lesser! peoples in
it, FHe has thrown the girdles of commerce and trade sround the
globe, planted outposts of financiel and politie~l empire (with nec-
cgsary military be=cking) in its remotest quartars, =nd built the
culturel outposts which, supported by power velitics =nd a show of
militery strength, have given him.a,position ef dominsnce from which
he looks down upon the subjuzated peoples in much the same manner as
a feudel lord was accudtomed to survey his vassals from the castle
tower,.

"But the rising tide of resentment and antsgonism among the pig-
mented peoples can no longer be overlooked or leughed away. .. The
colored peoples of the world aspire to & position of freedom from
white control and to acceptence in a position of equality.  They will
endure white domination as long as it is physicelly necessary to do

.so, 2nd not one moment longer.

"There is yet time to act. But that time is repidly running out.
If we wish to live on a bessis of equality with the pigmented peoples
of the world, that decision must be translated into immediate action.
. Tomorrow will be too late. For if we. wait a few yessrs before striking
. a position of equality of the races thrOughout the world,. the con-
" timued arrogant sttitudes of the dominent white promise: to be the
stimulent of s counter assertion of the non-white. Frustration breeds
eggression: a few more. years of white dominsation will make it im—

" possible to satisfy the. asp;ratlons of the darker peoples with any-

thing short of subjuzation of the, whites., .If.we emerze into that-
peried, with the lines drawn between the white end nonwwhite ‘peoples

of the world, Pnd an 1ncr3551n% .tension ‘stored up behind tha -dams of
prejudice, the opening of the flood gates or the bresking of the dems

may plunge the worid intc rhet ‘finsl orgy of bestiality, e race war
on globsl lines,"
ok %



" If the policies of white supremacy continue to force the darker
races into @ common bond of hatred toward the lizhter, the issue will

eventually be joined in a horrendous struggle for world dominsnce in
which the first and second world wars will be mere curtain raisers.
The wer will begin where the last one left of f--or considerably in
advence of it, with the robot bomb, carrying stomic warheads and
guided by radar and television, being only the beginning of the end.
Quite apart from the possible outcomes of such 2 conflict, the stu-
pidity of any policy which is -calculsted to increase the probability
of the joining of the race issue in global war is beyond deb-te."

~--~ The Challenge of Our Culture, pp. 100-103
Harper & Bros., 1946 3

VIETWNAM Recently your editor participated in & panel on Vietnam,

_ end directed the following questions to a spokesman from
South Vietnam: 1. What would have happened to your government if
the United St-~tes h2d not sent troops and equipment? 2. What truth
is there to reports thet the Army of the Republic of South Vietnam

"is not fighting effectively? 3. Why is it that a numericslly in-
ferior force with less equipment is fighting so effectively?

The answers came as follows: 1, If your goverrment had not
gent help, our government would have collapsed. Thank you for your
help., 2. There is a lot of truth to those reports. ' Our srmy has
poor leadership and poor training. It suffers from corruption and
it is weery from many yesrs of wer, (Your soldiers spend only one
yesr in our country.) 3. The other srmy hes a lot of stemins snd
resilience. It hes good leadership geined from fighting the French,
and it has the advantages of guerrills operations.

Howard Tuckner, an NBC correspondent, csme back from Vietnesm o
few dsys ago. He appeared on the Today progrsm, October 2. Tuckner
reported that the South Vietnamese forces a:ic not fighting effectively.
Meny U. S. soldiers and officers would resther not hove the South
Vietnemese around when they sre fighting.

Tuekner believes that there will be an emphibious invesion of
worth Vietnam by land forcss, a short distence abeve the Demilitarized
Zon:, However, he feels tnst the invasion force will not turn North,
but will turn South to eliminste the artillery which is now creating
so muca cgony for the U.S. Merines just south of the Duniliterigzed
Zonsraa’ T - !

"



FROM The Nsational Council of Churches in the U.3.A. received a
DUTCH letter from the President and the Secretary of the Nether-
CFURCHMEN  lands Reformed Church, sent at the direction of the Generzsl

Synod which met in June. The heart of the message is' in
the following:

"It is this commitment [to Jesus Christ] that mskes us, vhile we
know snd apprecirte all you have done so far in this respect, wish to
urge you to contirue to do everything in your power... to induce your
people #nd their government to end the calemitious war in Vietnem as
soon os possible ever if this would ostensibly result in the United
States losing influence and prestige. Hostilities in Vietnam heve
reached such proportions that the United Stestes Government's professed
aim, viz, to stop the advance of communist influerce in South East Asia
and to esteblish a democratic regime in Vietnsm, seems remoter themn ever
before. This is 8ll the more 2larming since the nation in whose behalf
the wer is supposedly being fought is being slowly but surely brought
to ruin by the subtlety of the chemical and conventional weapons used
and by the complete socisl, cultursl snd spiritusl dissolution with
which it is threstened. A nation's 'liberstion'! is sesling its doom,
If the United St=tes reslly has the well-being of the people of Vietnam
at heert, we a2re prompted to ask whether there is =ny point at =211 in
continuing this war. Besides, the denger of the war spreading to other
countries is constantly incressing. Thailand snd Ieos sre slready in-
volved 2nd if the sir sttacks on North Vietnam, which sre becoming ever
more intensive, are not stopped immedistely, the possibility of world-
wide escelation is by no mesns inconceivable. We would therefore esr-
nestly entreet you to do all you possibly csn to induce your people snd
your Government to creete a basis for nezotiations by discontinuing the
air reids on North snd South Vietnsm and submitting proposals for a
cesse~-fire. We feel amply justified in making e perticularly urgent
appeal to you, since it i1s upon the Americrn people as one of the
mightiest netions, »nd perhaps the mightiest in the world, that great
responsibility rests in the struggle for freedom, justice, and humenity."

Since the letter arrived, the war has escslated in Vietnam, But
so has the opposition to the war in the United Steotes.m
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THE IMPACT The Selective Service Law was passed by adults te use
OF THE the bodies of the young for adult purposes without con-
DRAFT ON sulting the young. It has, therefore, created a trem-
AMERICAN endous gap between generations, as was illustrated when
SOCIETY parents in‘Pueblo, Colorado, had their son committed to
a mental institution when he applied for status as a Conscientious
Objector to war, No one claims that the draft is good for the
young people, a claim that ean justifiably be made for compulsoyy
education, another area in which the youth are not consulted about
deckaldhs affecting them,

With this opening, Arlo Tatum, Executive Secretary of the
Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors, gave a major address
at the conclusion of an all day training session for Draft
coungelors, on Saturday, November Lth, The Session, sponsored by
the American Friends Service Committee, and organized by David
Baster, Peace Interne, was held at May Memorial Unitarian Church

in Syracuse.

Tatum contimied by suggesting that the purpose of the draft
has never been sold to youth, and the existence of the law gives
youth no reason for confidence in adults,

Moreover, the draft is divisive with regard to the under—
privileged,?70% of white youths pass the preliminary physical exam,
tut only 18% of that group of whites is drafted, Only 50% of
Nezro. youth pass '~ the preliminary physical, but 304 of that
group is drafted, Those not taking the preinduction physical are
almost exclusively white. Only 1.5% of draft board members are
Nezroes,

. One effect of the draft is to siphon off potential leadership
in the ghettos at a time when it is increasingly apparent that the
problems af the ghettos of America can be solved only by leader—
ship indigenous to the ghetto, Consequently, the drain of
indigenous leadership will mean that the anti-poverty programs
will fail,



The brunt of the draft fal'ls most heavily on those segments of
American society already deprived of their rights. Most deferments
are given to the already privileged members of society., TFor example,
Negro ministers are seldom eligible for the 4~D classification because
most of them have to work at "secular" occupations, in order to make
a living, The law requires that clergymen devote full time to their
profession to be eligible for the professional deferment, Tatum
pointed out that a lottery would destroy the relevance of ‘the elaborate
gystem of deferments, and that would mean that white youth would have
the same chance of being drafted a s Negrs youth,

The purposes of the draft are really two-fold. The first and
obvious function is to get young men into the Armed Forces. A second,
and not readily recogmized purpose, is to control and direct the
activities of young men not being drafted. ; ,

Thus the draft directs many youths to pursue scientific”afd tech-
nological studies because these may bring deferments, whereas
huranities and social sciences may not help one .emcape military
activity, Tatum predicted that the National Science Council will make
recommendations to the Selective Service System in Jamuary which will
expand the 1list of technical specialties for which young men may be
defirred, and he pointed out that Hitler's Germany which forsook
cultural contributions in favor of pursuits directly related to
nilitary adventures, has not yet recovered from the damage done, The
United States, he declared, will take a long time recovering from the
damage already done as a consequence of the draft and its channeling
of ycuth into a limited range of pursuits,

There is often tragedy inwolved in a young man!s handling of his
confrontation with or avoidance of the draft. U=F's may have diffie
culty in finding employment because of the implication that classe
ification carries that the men have physical, mental, or moral defects
adverse to the interests of the employer. Frequently employers will
not hire youth liable for the draft, empecially when the job requlres
training. Therefore a 1l-A classification becomes a liability to youth,

The men who go to Canada find a"permanent solution to a temporary'
problem! Their presence in Canada means a los# to the United States—
a brain drain and a loss of morally semsitive individuals whose leader-
ship potential is needed in the U,S. Thus the Selective Service
system includes the power to determine the country a man will live in,
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Many other personal decisions are based on the draft, Thus the
decision to go t® college, to get married, to have children, may be
based on a calculation that one might avoid being drafted rather than
based on what the individual young man would really like to do at that
moment in his life,

The existing Selective Service Law and Selective Service Regulations
provides the functional basis of a totalitarian soclety in the United
States. Paragraph 1641,7-a of the Selective Service Resulations makes
it "the duty of every classified registrant to keep his local board
informed of his occupational, marital, family dependency, and military
‘status, of his physical condition, of his home address, and of his
receipt of any professional degree in a medical, dental, or allied
specialist cat@gory." Such notification is to be made in writing within
ten days after the change occurs, Tatum pointed out that this provision
of the law, applicable to registrants now over 35, has not been enforced,
When he testified hefore the Marshall Commission which made recommend-
ations leading to the revised law of 1967, Tatum suggested that there be
an exit from the draft system for Americanpygales, a s is presently true
in other countries with draft laws, Menbers of the Commission sugzested
that it means nothing,k "The question arises, it it means nothing, why
is it continued in.the law?

® The Draft, insisted Tatum, is vicious in the conservative effect it
has on American foreign policy., Before 1965 (and the escalation of
American effort in Vietnam) i#t®was most difficult to justify the draft.
Indeed, a Pentagon study was the possibility of elimination of the
draft and substituting a voluntary system. There were 1.8 million men
in the system at a time when only 300,000 drafteccs were neceded. The
escalation in Vietnam revived interest in the draft., Thus, in a time

of crisis, and with many men in the system, there is a temptation to
use them,

Tatum sucgested that the draft permits 2 or 3 Vietnams at a time
and that if the war ends in Vietnam, and the draft contimues, there will
likely be another Vietnam,

STUMINAR The Ipiscopal Diocesc of Central New York is sponsoring

OoN a study Conference on Vietnam, December 1-3, at the Thornfield

VITTNAM Conference Center, Cazenovia, Its purpose is to study in
depth issues surrounding the war. Speakers include Professor

George McT, Kahin, Director, Southeast Asia Program, Cornell; Congressman

John Dow,27th District,N.Y.; and Thich Nhat Hanh, Vietnamese Buddhist
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monk, Attendants will play a war came on Saturday afternoon, and time
will be spent in small zroup discussions of the moral and ethical
implications of the war in Vietnam, and, under the leadership of
Professor Charles 1'1'1.111cg.,,'r of Syracuse University, atténtion will be
given to what we can do gbout it.®

Registration,room, qﬁd board cost $18 from Friday p.m. to
Sunday noon, and must be made at the Thornfield Conferemce Center,
Box 38, Cazenovia, N.Y. ;;035'

FROM The rash otﬁefforta to keep military recruiters and _
DISSTNT recruiters for Dow Chemical (manufacturee of Napalm) frem
TO college campyges coupled with the Washington Mobilization

RUSISTANCE of October 2lst, has brought provoked criticism of the

; peace movemeg’b in newspaper editorials, e@lumns, and from
the President. The mood of one segment of the peace movement is
rovealed in the letter of a student from the University of Michigan
published in the New Yozk Times, October 26,1967,

"this d.amonstrati% initiated a mass movement whose aims is not
...to make a persuasive appeal to 'the nation's mind and conscience,®
but rather to state forthrightly to the warmakers themselves that we
not only oppose their wagy by words of dissent, but will oppose their
war by actions of reatama to their commands tha.t we become accomplices
in this obscene war, i,_:

"Therefore it ispnot correct te measure the effectiveness of
this demonstration by the same terms used to judge the effectiveness
of protest marches or moral witness, We are no longer trying to tell
the people of this country that this war is wrong...We are telling the
Administration that we will defy its laws and policies when to obey
those laws would make us, oriminals."

i
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