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THE YEAR FOR DECISION

"The present effort for world peace is the most important matter before the
world today, for through this effort we hope to escape World War III .

"There are two questions which, more than others, will determine whether thi s
country is to make the maximum contribution to world peace . First, do we want peac e

or revenge ; and second, are we willing to make the political and economic conces -
sions essential to the success of world organization for peace? "

To this effort,- without dismay and with undiminished courage,- the Syracuse
Peace Council summons its members and friends in 1945, and we would share with yo u

all this message from English Friends :
"Members of a Committee appointed by London Yearly Meeting desire to share

with Friends in other countries the call which came to us at our Yearly Meeting

to influence peoples and governments towards a righteous peace . We are im-
pressed by the need for prayer and penitence, and for a fresh dedication t o
God's service, so that we may be His messengers and prepare the way for. the
Christian reconciliation and reconstruction which is the only hope of lasting

. peace . "

While the Great Powers are allowed to raise conscript armies without hindranc e
or limit it would be vain to expect the lasting preservation of world peace .
If the instrument is ready for use the occasion will arrive and the men will
arise to use it . I look upon conscription as the taproot of militarism ; unles s

that is cut out all our labors will eventually be vain .
--Jan Smuts .

American Farm Bureau Federation declares compulsory military training "foreig n
to American way of life ." - Pennsylvania State Grange, "Contrary to America n
Ideals ." - State Council of the Michigan Commonwealth Federation says, "Milita -
rizing our country will not solve our domestic problems not will it keep peac e

in the world." - Detroit Council of Churches believes military training woul d
hinder the establishment of a lasting peace . - ' Conscription is the symbol of nine -
teenth century militarism, according to the Postwar World Committee of the Cath-

olic Association for international Peace . - Catholic Mirror calls compulsory
military training "a complete reversal of our American way of life ." - Arizona
School Administrators, Council on Education of the Arkansas Education Associa -
tion, and the Association of Governing Boards of State Universities and allied

institutions condemn peacetime conscription now. - Would lead to Jingoism and
future wars, said representatives of 40 New York youth groups . - Warwick Neck ,
Rhode Island, League of Women Voters says would"hinder peace plans ." - Article s
of the month .

War Department leaders are expressing more confidence over the passage of a
peacetime conscription bill now than they were several weeks ago . Apparently they
feel that the "educational" campaign of the American Legion is bearing fruit .
According to War Department statements, they are interested solely in a military act ,
and do not feel that President Roosevelt's suggestion for a combination of militar y
training with various educational and citizenship courses would serve the purpos e
they seek . . .The official War Department position on peacetime military training i s
given in an articale called "General Marshall wants a Citizen Army," --Satevepost ,
December 23 .

Says an Army circular, "There will be no place in a sound universal military
training program for activities that are non-essential to the task of preparing ou r
young men for combat ." That ought to end some of the double talk with which we
have been kidding ourselves .

Says a soldier from Syracuse in a letter to his pastor :
"It looks as if this military training proposition is a national question . I f

you ever have anything to say about it, don't let them do it . It is a sure way o f

,vrecking the morals of the country . In the months in which I have been in the Army ,

have seen a lot of fellows loosened up . It doesn't pay to put us on our own a t
this crucial stage of the game . Besides, there are too many other ways the situatio n
can be solved . When you get into this, you can see the damage it is doing in other
Chan physical terms . "

And that ought to end the rest of it .

If peacetime conscription is a good peace policy then Europe should be the mos t
peaceful spot on earth, for Europe has had more conscription longer than any othe r
similar area in the world .

MORE ABOUT CONSCRIPTION



- RACE RELATIONS DEPARTMEN T

The December 18 decisions of the Supreme Court make timely a reminder of th e
unfinished business of democracy and peace in our own borders . To the layman the
two decisions on the same day are confusing. One held that no loyal evacue e
(Japanese-American) could be compelled to remain in the relocation centers agains t
his will . The other upheld the evacuation order of the army . From this Justice s
Jackson and Murphy dissented . Said Justice Murphy: "To give constitutional sanctio n
. . . .is to adopt one of the cruelest of the rationales used by our enemies . . ." and ,
after reminding us that "not one person of Japanese ancestry was accused or convicte d
of espionage," he concluded: "I dissent from this legalization of racism . . .Racial
discrimination in any form has no justifiable part whatever in our democratic way o f
life . . .All residents of this nation are kin in some way by blood or culture to a
foreign land. They. . .at all times . . .entitled to all rights and freedoms guarantee d
by the constitution . "

Splendid words . But sadly at variance with the temper of the American mind a s
evidenced by:

(1) The barber in Poston,Arizona, who chased out of his shop a Japanese -
American war veteran, who was still on crutches because of wounds received whil e
fighting in Italy against doctrines of racial discrimination .

(2) Kiyoshi Muranga, who received the second highest military medal in th e
U .S .A.---the DSC for extraordinary heroism in action against the enemy . This native
son of America died in action but the Veterans of Foreign Wars of his home town wil l
not include his name on their list of heroes because it is of Japanese origin . The
address? Gardina, California .

(3) The Hood River (Oregon) Legion post which erased from its county war memori-
al the names of sixteen Nisei now in the military service .

(4) The Philadelphia rapid-transit strike last summer over the hiring of colored
operators, which half paralyzed the second war production center of the nation a t
the very time when General Eisenhower was lauding the Negro troops in his comman d
for their valorous performance in the Army of Liberation .

(5) The refusal of the owners of Rosehill Cemetery to allow the body of Tom Y .
Chan, an American gentleman of Chinese extraction, who died in Chicago recently, to .
be buried beside his wife who died more than twenty five years ago . Said the mana-
ger : "We cater to white people only . "

(6) Racial blood segregation as the official policy of the American Red Cross .
Remember the medical corps Captain who reported that Negro blood was no longe r
segregated? The Captain appears to have been wrong . Edward H. Lavin, "assistant
administrator, general services" ARC, Hdg ., Washington, declares "there has been
no change in the policy . "

William Allan Neilson writes : "Let us not mistakenly assume that we have won a
victory in this ordeal . . .Hitler himself . . .cannot but gloat that his racial doctrin e
has found strong support . . . ."

A SUGGESTION

We would second TheNewYorker's suggestion that the Dumbarton Oaks plan b e
tried out first in New Rochelle, with the Ladies' Garden Club, the Rotary Club, an d
similar community organizations taking the parts of the countries involved, to se e
how it would work . Should the Ladies' Garden Club be allowed to veto the Rotary
Club's plan to send its men to discipline the Settlement Boys' Club? Should th e
Dairymaids' Union have to depend on the "benevolence" of the powerful Yacht Club fo r
its rights? Should the fact that the Rotary Club, the Yacht Club, and the Ladies '
Garden Club have the richest members and therefore the best equipment entitle them
to govern the smaller and poorer clubs ?

THE BOOK END

For thorough and thoughtful study of the whole problem of peacetime conscrip-
tion, order either or both of these new pamphlets from us :

CONSCRIPTION and CONSCIENCE, by A . J . Muste, 9 pp ., 5 cents ;
CONSCRIPTION, The Test of the Peace, by Norman 7tomas, 13 pp ., 10 cents .

And for a serious, objective analysis of the Dumbarton Oaks Plan get thi s
combination :

The Official Text of the Plan--- 5 cents .
Delaware to Dumbarton Oaks--an analysis of the D 0 Plan in the light of th e

Federal Council's Principles---15 cents .
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THANK YOU !

We cannot be sure that this message reaches every
one who by his participation and his gifts made ou r
9th Birthday such a happy success . But to each o f
you everywhere, a sincere and grateful thanks !

Executive Committe e

CAN TEE WAR BE SAVED ?

In a January editorial the Christian Century declares "the war is being lost . . .
the war for the great human goals . . . . the war to establish a world order of justice ,
peace, freedom and opportunity to all men everywhere ." Again and again both th e
President and the State'Department have urged the importance of a thorough study and
discussion by the American peo ple of the various plans for world peace . In his
latest book, Mr . Sumner Welles declares that the decisions Americans make now with
respect to both war and peace will affect every person of this and coming generations :

"Not only will the lives of the youth of America be saved or sacrificed t o
the result of these decisions . . . .but also the standard of living, the economic
opportunity, and the happiness of every one of us will be shaped accordingly . "

This issue of the News-Letter is chiefly designed to provide thought and discus-
'sion-provoking background for the Institute . of International Relations announced on
the enclosed folder . The program itself is calculated to serve as an instrument of
direction along "THE ROAD WE ARE TRAVELLING." Your enthusiastic support and promo-
tion of this Institute may well prove to be your most significant opportunity to
contribute as an individual citizen to the ! saving' of the war by the winning of the
peace .

The Difference Between Local and International Police Forc e

There is so much confusion in thinking about "police" force in international
organization that we are glad to quote for the convenience of our readers, not only

, the following table, but from the Founding Fathers who gave very earnest study t o
the problem in the Federal Convention .

In the Local Dommunity

	

In theInternational Confederation

1 . A policeman operates within a common- 1. The confederation operates within a
ity of unarmed individuals .

	

community of powerfully armed politi -

2 . A policeman, seeing a brawl between

	

cal units--the 'nations .

two men, does not go up to them, deter 2 . When violence breaks out among them ,
mine which was in the right, and then

	

the confederation is unable to re -
help beat up the man he considers in

	

strain the violent . It can only take
the wrong . His function is :

	

sides and help destroy the nation it
a) to restrain violence on the part

	

decides is in the wrong.
of both men .

	

3. The confederation operates without
b) to bring them before a judge who

tries to determine the rights of

	

proper legislative sanction since i t
has no legislature . The confedera-
tion is incapable of arresting an

c) to see that the judge's decision i s
carried out .

	

entire nation, bringing it to cour t
for impartial trial and carrying ou t

3 . A policeman operates within the frame-

	

the sentence . The confederation must
work of a clearly-stated, up-to-date

	

act as police, judge and executione r
criminal code that has the legislative

	

and punish the entire national popu -
sanction of the community . He does not

	

lation on the spot . The confedera-
need intuition to recognize unlawful

	

tion cannot be restrained from abusing
acts because his instructions and man-

	

its authority and cannot be punishe d
bate are clear and to the point . Should for such abuse .
he abuse the authority vested in him, h e
is subject to discipline and court cen-
sure .

"A voluntary observance of the federal law by all the members could never b e
hoped for. A compulsive one could evidently never be reduced to practice, and i f
it could, involved equal calamities to the innocent and the guilty, the necessity
of a military force both obnoxious and dangerous, and in general a scene resemblin g
more a civil war than the administration of a regular Government ,

"Hence was embraced the alternative of a Government, which instead of operat-
ing on the States, should operate without their intervention on the individual s
composing them ."

--JAMES MADISON, letter of October 24, 1787, to Thomas Jefferson .

"Even in those confederacies which have been composed of members smaller than
many of our counties, the principle of legislation for sovereign States, supported
by military coercion, has never beer found effectual . It has rarely been attempte d
to be employed but against the weaker members ; and in most instances attempts t o
coerce the refractory and diso'eedient na-7e been the signals of bloodK wars in whic h
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MinimumRequirementsforPeace

Eduard C . Lindeman, one of the really great social students of our Any and mem-

ber of the faculty of the New York School of Social Work, Columbia University, pre-

sents the following outline for discussion ;

" I . Maintain the four-power alliance (Russia, China, England and tie United States )
through the Post-War Transition and until a comprehensive world organization
founded upon international law has been brought into being .

"II . Extend or project (and internationalize so far as possible) various instruments
created for purposes of war into the period of peace, such as :
1) Lend-Lease contracts for the exchange of commodities . (34 Nations )
2) The Board of Economic Warfare .
3) A United Nations General Staff, used as a nucleus for world police force .
4) The Food and Agriculture Conference Agreement . (44 Nations) .
5) The United Nations Relief and - Rehabilitation Administration .

"III . Proclaim an open door economic policy on a selected number of manufacture d
commodities ; the selection to be made by a group of scientists .

"IV . Make available to all nations a selected number of raw materials on a basis of
equality . The selection to be made by a group of scientists and the distribu -
tion left in the hands of an international allocation commission .

" T . Establish an international office of education for the purpose of providing for
the exchange of students, professors, and research specialists fo r ,promoting
educational ideas and methods designed to enhance the relations between th e
various nations of the world .

"VI. Enact an immigration policy which removes all exclusions and inferences of in -
feriority against any people, but retain a quota system which (1) states the
total number of immigrants a nation will permit during each ten-year period ,
and (2) designates the number to be permitted from the various regions of th e
world.

"VII. Eliminate extra-legal and illegal discriminations against red, brown, yellow ,
and black citizens and establish a rule of justice which will permit them to
enjoy equal opportunities as citizens, as students, as manual or professional
workers, and as participants in a high standard of living . "

CHARTER, CHARTER, Who's got the charter ?

The Atlantic Charter now appears to be "only a bit of informal scribbling tha t
FDR and WC engaged in on a boat ride one August day in 1941 ." It s status is per -
plexing .

"Mr . Roosevelt says it was never a formal document and was never signed . The
OWI, however, employed artists and engravers to prepare a formal document and in -
cluded the facsimile signature of the President and Prime Minister Churchill . Thou-
sands of copies were printed and distributed by the OWI . The original, which OWI
prepared, was framed and hung in the National Museum here . Wednesday afternoon it
was removed from the wall without explanation ."--from Our Washington Correspondent .

The Christian Layman's Information Service (NYC) says : "Roosevelt has admitte d
that there is really no Atlantic Charter, nor has there ever been any such thing a s
a real signed document of that name which could be expected to hold men or nation s
to any agreement . It is harsh to say, but you can be sure of one thing,--the Amer-
ican people and the little people all over the world have never been so brazenly
deceived in the records of modern statesmanship . "

And then in his Message to Congress F .A .R . says, "We shall not hesitate to us e
our influence - and to use it now - to secure so far as is humanly possible the ful -
fillment of the principles of the Atlantic Charter . "

Still--its status is perplexing .

	 ANADVANCENOTICE	

Not to confuse you with too many good thing s
at once, but to give you the chance to save th e
date on your calendar : a one-day conference wit h
three sessions, including dinner, under the leader -
ship of Norman Thomas--

"WHAT CAN WE BRING OUT OF THIS WAR? "
Monday, March 12-- WATCH FOR FURTHER NOTICE .
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THE MEANING

	

Peace is not something to be negotiated . It is not of the marke t
OF PEACE

	

place . It is not to be bought or sold, for a haggled price . Peace
is not security to be grabbed by expansions of power, each expansion

of one necessitating an expansion of the others until they clash . Peace is no t
something to be imposed by force . Peace is organic harmony, growing out of th e
factors that unite men--their common needs, rights, loves, yearnings, ideals ,
despairs .

	

-Dorothy Thompson, in her syndicated column .

NOTHING '

	

'There is nothing more clearly in the interest of the American people
MORE CLEAR

	

than for their Government to retain the initiative which it has no w
taken, and to press with all of the vigor and energy of which it i s

capable for the establishment without further delay, before the conclusion o f the
war, of the nucleus of that world organization without which world anarchy canno t
in the future be averted . For without it the people of the United States can hav e
no assurance that they will not again be forced into a world war far more disastrou s
even than the war which they are now finally, after a supreme struggle, about to win .

--Sumner Welles .

NEVER HAS

	

There is a considerable body of opinion which insists that the only
WORKED

	

"realistic" method for maintaining peace is through a military alli -
ance with Great Britain and the Soviet Union--with China as a shadowy

fourth partner--without regard to the need for any general international organiza -
tion . There is no policy proposed which could be less "realistic" than this . No
military alliancebetweengreat_powers has ever lasted for more than a very br ie f
period .

	

--Sumner Welles .

ALICE AT

	

"There was a table set out under a tree and the March Hare and th e
DUMBARTON OAKS Hatter were having tea at it ; a dormouse,was sitting between them

fast asleep, and the other two were using it as a cushion, restin g
their elbows on it, and talking over its head .

"'Very uncomfortable for the Dormouse,' thought Alice, only as it's asleep I sup -
pose it doesn't mind . '

"The table was a large one, but the three were all crowded together at one corne r
of it . 'No room! No room!' they cried out	 'There's plenty of room!' sai d
Alice indignantly .

* * * * * * *

"'Have some more wine,' the March Hare said in an encouraging tone .
"'I don't see any wine,' said Alice .
"'There isn't any,' said the March Hare .
"'I didn't know it was your table,' said Alice . 'It's laid out for a great many
more than three . '
"'Take some more tea,' the March Hare said earnestly .
"'I've had nothing yet,' said Alice, 'so I can't take any more! '
"'You mean you can't take any less,' said the Hatter, 'it's very easy to take mor e
than nothing .' "

Like the Mad Its, Party

It would seem that the sleeping Dormouse at Dumbarton Oaks is the peoples, who wil l

only awaken when a spot of hot tea - or hot future war is dropped on their nose .
And it is necessary to invoke the skeptical, critical, and forthright spirit o f
Alice, whom even Wonderland could not deceive .

Dumbarton Oaks, like the Mad Tea Party, was laid out for a great many more tha n
three with China in somewhat the role of Alice .

The wine of peace was offered -but there wasn't any ; and the tea of security wa s
offered to those who havenot had any, with the admonition that it is always easie r
to have more than nothing .

Now, it is that spirit of "more than nothing", of "anything is better than nothing
at all," which constitutes the greatest danger for the peoples of the world . The
peoples of the world want a ;world organization of nations and peoples for peace .
The danger is that they will again mistake illusion for reality, put their trus t
in that illusion, and one fine day find out that the beginning of the wrong thin g
is not the beginning of the right thing and that nothing, added to nothing equal s
nothing .

--Dorothy Thompson's On the Record, in the New York Post .



THE CHURCHES

	

"We recommend that the Churches support the Dumbarton Oaks Proposal s
SAY :

		

as an important step in the direction of world co-operation, BUT
because we do not approve of them in their entirety as they no w

stand, we urge the following measures for their improvement :-"
This statement was adopted by the Cleveland Conference of the Churches on a

Just and Durable Peace and introduces a series of nine carefully considered recom -
mendations . If your church is not distributing the full report of this Conference ,
send us a dime for a copy . Be fully informed to follow the proceedings at the San
Francisco Conference in April .

SOUTH OF THE

	

The Mexican Government ' has suggested twenty eight changes in th e
BORDER

	

Dumbarton Oaks proposals . They will be presented at a conferenc e
to be held in Mexico City shortly . Nine other Latin American

nations have joined in some or all of the proposals . Most of the suggestions are an
attempt to make a real world organization instead of a power alliance . There i s
objection to the expression "peace-loving states" and a desire that membership b e
"universal and obligatory ."

--From our Washington Correspondent .

TWO MESSAGES from

	

1 . "Strong opposition to the New York State Fair Employ -
WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE ment Practice Bill has developed . The bill can pass, pro -

viding you do your share now . Passage will be a histori c
advance for labor and minorities, setting an example for other states .

"WATCH the newspapers and WRITE to your state Senator and your Assemblyman ,
asking them to give strong support to the Ives Bill for a state F .E .P .C .

(For Syracuse and vicinity these are : Senator Richard Byrne ; Assemblymen :

Leo W. Breed, Clelland Forsythe, Frank Costello, Albany, N .Y. Ask some of your
friends to do the same . )

2 . "The Army's collossal scheme to gain full power over civilian economy by fakin g

a manpower shortage and shackling labor with a draft, is exposed by Aaron Levenstein ,
economist, member, WDL Free Labor Committee, in the March issue of COMMON SENSE . .

"Levenstein used Army figures to sho w .how the military faked a shortage quotin g
the Army's need for 900,000 draftees and 700,000 civilian workers, and adding fig -
ures the Army left out : Normal adult population growth, 500,000 ; available by lay-

offs, 300,000 ; employable army returns to civilian life, 400,000 ; other sources ,

250,000 . Tae total shortage is but 150,000, easily obtainable by voluntary means .

We suggest:
"WIR" OR WRITE to your two senators opposing the May Bailey work-or-jail bil l

or any other form of labor draft legislation . Phone a few friends ; ask them to do
the same . "

SHALL VE LET HITLER That's what we'll be doing--if we imitate him by setting up

SET TE FASHION?

	

universal conscr ip tion . It Means : Militarization of our young
men ; subversion of American democracy ; a permanent military

bureaucracy ; a long step toward facism ; the greatest contribution this countr y
could make toward a new armament race which can only end in further wars .

Wouldn't it be better to attack the causes of war by :

1. Limiting armaments for everybody, instead of increasing them
2. Adjusting boundary questions according to the wishes of the peoples involved ,

instead of by imperialistic consideration s
3. Free iag subject peoples everywhere
4. Making economic agreements to give every nation its share of the world's goods

5. Attacking the nationalism that destroys international goodwill
6. Rooting out fascis :a with jobs, security and the rights of man .

THIS IS THE WAY TO PEACE .

WHAT CAN V IE BRING OUT OF THIS WAR?

Be sure to hear NORMAN THOMIS' answer to this mos t
important of all questions on Mond:az, March 12 . You can
help the off ice tremendously by senaingin your reserva-
tions early . In rrite your neighbors, too!
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THE EYES

	

The approach of the San Francisco conference finds the common peopl e

OF THE WORLD of the world desperately seeking leadership . They are not satisfie d

with the proposals made at Dumbarton Oaks . They are not satisfied by

what they know of the agreements reached at Yalta . They believe that something bet -

ter is possible, and they want something better . Mexico and fifteen of the othe r

Latin American countries desire changes . Liberal opinion in Great Britain is no t

satisfied . France is openly dissatisfied . So is Canada. So is Holland. So is

Be :ig .uin . So is China . Most of all, so are the people of the United States . Wha t

they want is not a permanent military alliance of victor powers, but a genuinel y

cooperative and inclusive league of free nations with power to work continuously ,

creatively and curatively to discover and do away with the causes of wars befor e

they reach the stage of impending hostilities . .
--The Christian Century, April 4, 1945 .

PNL has, from the beginning, protested the political immorality of presenting
a military alliance for world domination under the "good" name of world organizatio n

or the false shibboleth of United Nations ; and the utter cynicism of the argument

"this or nothing ." But we are content to state our case in the terms of Mr . Sumne r

Wells :
"If the people of the United States pin their faith to a four-power mili-

tary alliance as the sole cure for the ills from which the world is today suf -
fering, they will find themselves compelled to adopt as their national policy ,
after a few uneasy years, a course of unremitting armaments building and o f

territorial aggrandizement as the only method by which they can then achiev e
physical security . History does not record any example of a military allianc e
between great nations which has endured for more than a short while . The
result of such alliances has invariably been that during their continuance th e
partners have jockeyed for individual influence and for selfish advantage . "

SAN FRANCISCO, HERE WE COME

Will "Victory" be followed by an uneasy armistice or by lasting peace ?
Is it possible to bring a people's peace out of Dumbarton Oaks? The
fate of our children and our children's children depends on us . Share
the discussion of these questions on the very eve of the United Nation s
Conference at our regular monthly Forum wit h

D/aZaa9aa§ l~

Y . W C . A. - 6 :1 - Thursday . April 26
Supper Tickets, 60 ¢

Places definitely limited ; call 2-5316
for reservations before Tuesday, April 24 .

We enclose a leaflet of very practical suggestions for your personal us e
as a citizen . We are reliably informed that Senator Vandenburg will welcome suppor t
in an effort to secuxe changes . Remember : it is easier to change the floor plan s
before the house is built :

For the convenience of our readers we list the "measures for improvement" o f

the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals urged by the Cleveland Conference of the Churches :
(1) Preamble
A Preamble should reaffirm those present and long range purposes of justic e

and human welfare which are set forth in the Atlantic Charter and which reflect th e

aspirations of peoples everywhere .
(2) Development of International La w
The Gharter of the Organization should clearly anticipate its operation unde r

international law and should provide for the development and codification of inter -
national law, to the end that there shall be a progressive subordination of forc e

to law .
(3) VotingPower
A nation, while having the right to discuss its own case, should not be per-

mitted to vote when its case is being judged in accordance with predetermined inter -

national law .
(4) Coloni.al and Dependent Area s
A special Commission should be established wherein the progress of colonia l

and dependent peoples to autonomy, and the interim problems related thereto, wil l

become an international responsibility .
(5)11-nan	 Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
A special Commission on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms should b e

established .
(6) Eventual Universal Membershi p
lhe Charter should specify that all nations willing to accept the obligation s

of membership shall thereupon be made members of the Organization .
(7) Limitations cf16 ranment s
Moro speeLfi.c provision should be made for promptly initiating the limitatio n

and reduction of national armaments .



(8) SmallerNations
There should be provisions designed more clearly to protect and defend th e

smaller nations from possible subjection to the arbitrary power of the great .
(9) Amendment

In order to permit such changes in the Charter of the Organization as ma y
from time to time become necessary, the provision for amendments should be liberal -
ized so as not to require concurrence by all the permanent members of the Securit y
Council .

TIMELY QUOTES From Chancellor William P . Tolley, Syracuse University (in the
Christian Century 3-28-45) : "The postwar compulsory military training

bill proposed by the war department is a sneak punch aimed at a public preoccupie d
with winning the war . "

From Winston Churchill (quoted in New York Times 3-1745) : "No restriction up -
on the well-established liberties that is not proved indispensable to the prosecu -
tion of the war and the transition from war to peace can be tolerated . Control for
control's sake is senseless . Controls under the pretext of war or its aftermath
which are in fact designed to favor the accomplishment of totalitarian systems, how -
ever innocently designed or whatever guise they take, whatever liveries they wear ,
whatever slogans they mouth, are fraud which should be mercilessly exposed to th e
British public . "

HOW FAR?

	

"How far we have traveled since those innocent days when we shuddered
with horror and indignation at young Mussolini's description of th e

beauty of bombings ; Now when our bombers burn fifteen square miles of one of th e
most densely populated spots in the world, an area of flimsy wooden houses swarmin g
with children ,, where thousands must inevitably be trapped and burned to death, i t
is exultingly described as 'the most devastating single blow ever laid by any wa r
upon any city in the world' and 'the greatest dhow on earths' and who greets the
account with anything but satisfaction?"

	

--Alma Metcalfe, Camden, S . C .

SPRING

	

"I have more food than I. pan eat -
HOUSECLEANING

	

They faint with hunger on the street .
MEMO

	

I have more clothes than I can wear -
Their heads and hands and feet are bare .
My walls are thick and warm and dry
Their walls are rain the wind and sky .
My heart knows love of noble souls -
Their hearts are hungry, thirsty bowls .
These things let me remember whe n
Cries of need arise again . "

We are particularly grateful for the excellent response to our recent appeal
for clothing for Europe . One reader sent us 160 pairs of out-of-date but unuse d
shoes of superior quality . The need is terrific and AFSC stock piles in Philadel -
phia and New York are diminishing . This office is a collection depot .

POST SCRIPT

	

We are grateful to an alert reader who wrote to the VFW of Gardena ,
Calif ., about Kiyoshi Muranga (PNL 1-17-45) and gladly quote th e

Post Commander's reply ; ''The above mentioned Japanese boy is now on this plaqu e
along with the other honored dead and we are forwarding the names of all othe r
Japanese boys who we can secure to the painter for placement on the honor roll . "

BOOK END

	

For those confused by the dispute between the "planners for abundance "
and the "free enterprise" advocates who fear the managerial revolu -

tion, here is a hopeful book . DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH, by David E . Lilienthal, i s
not only a report of TVA but post war planning . with its feet . on the ground. The
Journal of the National Education Association calls it the most important book o f
1944 . Director Lilienthal insists that improved standards of living in one sectio n
do not,as is often feared, endanger those of another ; that the price of freedom from
want is not the surrender of individual freedom ; that machines can be made to serve
man rather than enslave him . Available in our loan library or sent postpaid for 25¢ .
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SOUTH OF OUR BORDER

	

With so much of today's news centered on Europe and the Ori^u_t ,
--and NORTH

	

we may be prone to forget our interest in and responsfbi_xt y
to our own nei4bors in this hemisphere . So--lest we forget--
come to hear

Friday, May 18
May Memorial Church, 472 James Street-- Supper at 6:15 p .m .

where he will tell of his travels and experiences in these countries and their rela -
tion to us in the world of today .

Paul Harris is an old friend of many of us in Syracuse and an ever-popular
• speaker, so make your reservations early . Call 2-5316 by May 16 .

WHY NOT QUOTE On the front cover of a handsome booklet advocating Universal Mill-
ALL OF IT?

	

tary Training in Peacetime, sent out by the American Legion, appear s
this text : "Whenastrong man armedkeejethhis palace, his goods ar e

in peace" : If you will turn to Luke 11 :22 you may read the rest of the sentence :
"But when astronger thanhe shall comeuponhim, andovercomehim,hotaketh from
him all his armour wherein he trusted,anddivideth his spoils . "

We are content to rest our case on a full reading .

U S has

	

A subscriber in Puerto Rico writes a long and interesting report on thi s
her P R

	

island "possession ." He says : "Great Britain has her India but U . S . has
her P . R. The picture is not all black nor all white . . . .but it is a

messy gray which is the responsibility of Puerto Ricans and Americans alike . Now
that the Americans hold the upper hand they must take the big stops to improve th e
situation. I have no special axe to grind except to see two million people got a
little more decent break from the United States than they have	 most objectiv e
observers question the motivation of the Tydings bill for PR independence because o f
tie-ups with the big sugar trusts by whose interests political questions are greatl y
influenced . The more recent Marcantonio Bill seems more favorable . There is colos -
srll ignorance about Puerto Rico both in and out of Congress except where an individ -
ual financial interest is concerned . It is expected that hearings on the Tydings Bill
will be held this month . Luis Munoz Maria will speak for the Puerto Ricans . Three
things should be pushed for: (1) a definite instead of a drifting policy on P .R .
(2) a plebiscite in P .R . (3) appointment of a good man to replace Governor Tugxvoll i f
and when he is removed . "

As an illustration of why Puerto Ricans do not particularly love us he cite s
our discrimination in regarding them as Americans when students wished to come her e
on exchange scholarships but as Latin Americans when they wished to go south t o
study ;

He concludes : "I want to see more intelligent people taking an intelligent in-
terest in Puerto Rico as we attempt to organize the world for a lasting peace . "

THE MARINES As the campaign for more hatred mounts this "eyewitness account" fro m
TELL IT

	

a Marine Corps Air Station newspaper which calls it "one of the groat -
est, most human stories of the Pacific War" is appropriate :

"According to the officers, they and other Americans wore 'jammed into small ,
stinking holds, unable over. to lie down,' and the only breath of fresh air was pro -
vided when the Japanese officer kicked ajar the closed hatch cover . He told th e
imprisoned men that he was a Christian, converted by the Maryknoll Fathers .

"Later an American torpedo ripped into the hull of the transport, and the enemy
crow battered down the hatch cover, and swarmed into lifeboats .

"'Suddenly the hatch cover was ripped away and the face of the young Jap lieuten-
ant peered in ; said the Marine newspaper . 'Men surged up out of the hold, among
them the two young officers who told this story .

"'As they emerged, the young Jap lieutenant crumpled on the deck, bullets fro m
his commanding officer's pistol buried in his body . There he died, mh ile the enemie s
he had released plunged over the rail of the sinking ship, some to die, others t o
reach ultimate safety .'• "

THE TALK OF THE TOWN confirms our own observations : "As victory over Germany get s
nearer, the spirits of every one seem to go down, and anxietie s

increase." A doctor (born in Vienna) says of the Yalta meeting, "In gaining a mili -
tary victory we have-suffered a diplomatic defeat of the first water . "

"The delegates to San Francisco have the most astonishing job that has over bee n
dumped into the laps of a few individuals . On what sort of rabbit they pull from the
hat hang the lives of most of us, and of our sons and daughters . If they put on thei r
spectacles and look down their noses and come up with the same old bunny, we shal l
very likely all hang separately--nation against nation, power against power, defens e
against defense, people (reluctantly) against people (reluctantly) . If they manag e
to bring the United Nations out of the bag, full blown, with constitutional authority
and a federal structure having popular meaning, popular backing, and an over-al l
authority greater than the authority of any one member or any combination of members ,
we might well be starte up a new real."



LOOK AT

	

Regular readers of PNL well know our attitude toward the D 0 proposals .

TOMORROW

	

Believing that "vigilance is not opposition" we have tried to help ou r
readers toward a critical appreciation of the problems before the Sa n

Francisco conference .
Without being in complete agreement, we are glad to help distribute the enclose d

folder in the interest of community cooperation and education toward the world organ-
ization we all want .

ANDHI

	

As the nations gather at San Francisco to make political plans for "secur -
SPEAKS

	

ity" the man who has embodied in his own life the ideal of peace mor e
fully than any other now living speaks gravely : "I reiterate my convic-

tion that there will be no peace for the Allies of the world unless they shed thei r
belief in the efficacy of war and its accompanying terrible deceptions and fraud, an d
are determined to hammer out a real peace based on the freedom and equality of al l
races and nations . . . . Tho exploitation and domination of one nation over another can
have no place in a world straining to put an end to all war 	 The freedom of Indi a
will demonstrate to all the exploited races of the earth that their freedom is ver y
near and that in no case will they henceforth be exploited . "

SOLUTION

	

Developments in Europe make it timely for us to turn our thoughts to th e
IN ASIA

	

Far East . Here are some suggestions :
"In fighting this war we have come to a watershed dividing two period s

of history . It is the importance of Asia which makes this war 'a watershed . ., .things
happening in Asia will largely determine the course of events everywhere in the world .

"An American policy toward Asia is therefore not a luxury but a domestic American
necessity .

"At home, as abroad, we have the chance of attempting to facilitate change by a n
intelligent study of evolution, or attempting to halt change entirely, in which cas e
we shall build up the pressures that eventually break out in revolution .

"The would-be realists who think only of a long armistice and a good position i n
the next war would only lead us to a worse war than they want, sooner than they wan t
it .

"We must, in planning an American policy, give full weight to what our allies nee d
as well as to what we want .

"The most important problem is to avoid competition in armaments among the Unite d
Nations	

"In Asia, even more than in Europe, the Russians hold a position in which they ca n
outwait anybody . It is up to us	 if we declare for cooperation they (can) mak e
it work. If we declare for	 grabbing, they can outgrab us 	

"The best solution (for the independence of colonial peoples, (India, Netherland s
Indies, Phili)pines, for example) is to set a date, . . . . and to make it the'responsi-
bility of the ruling power to prepare each people for independence by the agreed date .''

--from Owen Lattimore's Solution in Asir (See Book End) .

THE BOOK END Owen Lattimore is often called the best informed American on Asiati c
affairs . His knowledge is based on twenty-two years of experience i n

business, journalism and government in Asia . He is a scholar and research scientist .
His book'points out how the "experts" have covered their ignorance with dogma; say s
bluntly that U. S . and Britain aided Japan's exploitation of China for a share of the
loot ; and shows the attractive power of Pussian example is far greater than the West' s
fine theories of democracy coupled with ru chless imperialism . PNL quotes at length
this month: SOLUTION IN ASIA, available on request from our free loan library .

i
One of the readers of our News-Letter has an idea which w e

are passing along to you . She would like to see the Letter hav e
a wider circulation in these critical times, and suggests that i f
each subscriber would send the small sum of 2&q with the name o f
a friend who might be interested, we could double our mailin g
list almost over night .

How many of you would like to try this?
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V-E DAY "This is a day of thanksgiving and prayer--thanks that we have been de -

livered from the bloodiest war in history, thanks to those brave men,
living and dead, who have been the means of our deliverance ; and prayer that we may
show humility, humanity, intelligence and charity in using the victory they hav e

won for us .
"It is unnecessary to say that it is our duty to remain firm to the end . And

this means something more, and something more difficult, than merely persisting til l
the defeat of Japan . All those regulations which have been necessary to maintai n
the economy, to supply the troops and to prevent impoverishment will now be doubl y
irksome . They will be doubly necessary . We can only imagine the devastation tha t
has been wrought in Europe . For the first time in modern history whole cities, eve n
whole provinces have ceased to exist .

"We come now to the real test of our professed ideals, for the sake of which w e
claimed to enter the war . We did so, we said, not to save our own skins but to make
possible a just, peaceful human society which should embrace all the peoples of th e
earth. If that is what we want we must now sacrifice, not our lives, but or.r goods
to save millions of our fellow men from starvation and from the moral and political ,

disintegration which starvation will carry with it . There are already some indica-
tions that we shall be less willing to sacrifice our goods than we have been our

lives, or at least the lives of our soldiers and sailors . "
--from V-E Day Address of President R . M . Hutchins, University of Chicago .

THE EYES HAVE IT The following is from a report by Willis Weatherford {iaFSC) afte r
a trip to Italy where he was attending a meeting on refugees an d

displaced persons . It is, as he says, "an attempt to explain how I felt one day i n

Italy on a trip on an army truck from Rome to Naples : Surely you have eaten whil e
the appealing eyes of a dog looked up into your face asking only for the crumb s
while his tail happily beat against your leg . Change this scene to a roadside in
Italy beside a bombed-out farm house, replace the dog by 8 hungry children, and you

will begin to know how we felt as we opened our rations to lunch beside our truck .

"The children ranged from four to ten, although they looked older than the

years indicated by their size . It was chilly, not cold, and drizzling slightly, ye t

these children stood about barefooted with their skin showing in places beneath th e

shorts and shirts they wore as inadequate protection against the cold . As we opened
our lunch they said nothing, did not even hold out a hand, but simply stood in a

little silent group watching our every move with sunken eyes . Have you ever trie d

to eat with such eyes, full of the innocence of childhood but the suffering of age ,

fastened upon every movement of your jaw? I found that I couli not swallow, th e
food stuck in my throat . In such circumstances a tithe is not sufficient ; I had t o
split half and half with these piercing eyes before I could swallow again . "

FOUNDATIONS

	

"There was," says the Christian Century, "too much smell of roastin g

flesh in the Communiques to make anyone fool like celebrating" th e

leveling of Tokyo . But the daily press describes the "coop Bomb" with which the _
army and navy are burning up Japan's principal cities as the most terrible fir e
spreader in the world .

In the end this policy may prove to be the most terrible war spreader in th e
world . The Kuh report from London of Japanese offers to surrender strengthens the
position of those who ask for an explicit statement of war aims and peace terms .

In San Francisco we are trying to lay the foundations of a new world order ;

what kind of foundations are we laying in Tokyo? Can peace be built on thorn ?

will Russia leave us to fight on alone ?
Will war break out in Europe between Russian and British-American forces ?

Will the military alliance of Russia, Great Britain and the U .S . collapse ?

Will the possibility of world cooperation be lost ?

We have a few copies of A . J, Muste's excellent analysis of the present inter -

national scone, dealing with these questions under the title DUMBARTON OARS OR CHAOS ,

which we will be glad to mail, postpaid, for 10 cents . It is worth having .

ANNUAL MEETING Official Notice : The Syracuse Peace Council will hold its Annua l

Business Meeting for hearing reports, the election of officer s
and such other business as may come before the meeting on Monday ,
June 38, at 8 o'clock in the YWCA . .
Adelaide Webster is chairman of the Nominating Committee .

In addition, Paul Huste;l will show the film "How to Conquer War, "
and there will be a report of the San Francisco Conference .

Know your Peace Council Better ; COME AND SHARE !

A



SPECIAL FROM LONDON

	

In Germany, "Industrial life has stopped . All other life may
end, too, if we are not very careful with disease sweeping

the ruins	 There is something vaguely threatening in the very completeness of the

catastrophe which is overwhelming our main enemies . Over vast areas of Europe we
see every element both of material civilisation and of political order and cohesion

disappear before our eyes . Nothing like it has happened in the many wars of Euro -

pean history . Clearly the consequences of such a cataclysmic event are somewha t
beyond calculation . One certain thing is that great care will be needed to prevent
them from provoking, merely by their shattering impact and the upsetting of every
balance of power, a new world crisis . "

And referring to the millions of "displaced persons" Iris Carpenter writes :
"These nomadic tribes of liberated peoples straggling their way back to civilisation
are reducing the civilisation of Germany in their passing to something like that o f
the Middle Ages ."

E A S Y E S S A Y S
By Peter Mauri n

(from the Catholic Worker )

BIG SHOTS AND LITTLE SHOTS

	

BETTER AND BETTER OFF

1. When the big shots

	

1 . The world would be better off ,
become bigger shots

	

if people trie d
then the little shots

	

to become better .
become littler shots

	

2 . And people would become bette r

2. And when the little shots

	

if they stopped trying

become littler shots

	

to be better off .

because the big shots

	

3 . For when everybody tries
become bigger shots,

	

to become better off
then the little shots

	

nobody is better off .
get mad at the big shots .

	

4. But when everybody trie s
3. And when the little shots

	

to become bette r
got mad at the big shots

	

everybody is better off .
becaude the big shots

	

5 . Everybody would be rich
by becoming bigger shot s
make the little shots

	

if nobody trie d

littler shots

	

to become richer .

they shoot the big shots

	

6 . And nobody would be poor

full of little shots .

	

if everybody trie d

4. But by shooting the big shots

	

to be the poorest .

full of little shots

	

7 . And everybody . would be

the little shots

	

what he ought to b e

do not become big shots,

	

if everybody tried to be

they make everything all shot .

	

what he want s
the other fellow to be .

CONSCRIPTION NEWS It's "now or never," and unless the mail to our congressmen fro m
the opponents of Peacetime Conscription is tremendously increased

in the next ten days, the chances for postponement or defeat of such legislation ar e
greatly lessened . Hearings are being held right now--until June 16--before th e
House Select Committee on Postwar Military Policy, and the most important man to

	

-
direct your mail to is its chairman, Representative Clifton A . Woodrum, House Offic e
Building, Washington 25, D. C .

The hard fact is that the various organizations working for the passage of Con -
scription are both well organized and financed, and their campaign to newspapers ,
magazines, news agencies and congressmen has been much more effective lately than an y
efforts on the part of those who oppose this measure .-- Now is the time for all 	

THE BOOK END "1ty Don't We Learn from History?" Here is a little book of 64 page s
in which the noted British military expert, B . H. Liddell Hart, ex-

amines the facts of history and after twenty-five years spent in the study of wa r
concludes that "the compulsory principle was fundamentally inefficient and the con -
scriptive method out of data	 To surrender it (our tradition of individual free -
dom) within after fighting to defend it against dangers without would be a supremel y
ironical turn of history ." He further discusses "the illusion of victory," "th e
illusion that the latest enemy is 'different'," "the illusion of treaties" and th e
problems of force, world order, and religion in relation to it . WE HAVE IT . YOU
MAY BORROW .
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HE'S FOR IT!

		

"We stand for compulsory military service for every man . if state ;
is not worth that, then a w a y with it! Then you must not corp .L ;s in i t'

you are enslaved . No one gives you freedom save only by your sword ." -- adoiph hitle r

WE'RE AGIN' IT! The tragedy of the moment is that you gentlemen are sitting here lis -
tening to men advocate, for the United States, peacetime conscription ,

which these same military leaders will want to deny to our defeated enemies . A strik-
ing exchange of Hitlerism at home for no conscription abroad . Having won a materia l
victory over Germany and Japan, it is now proposed that we adopt here in the Unite d
States peacetime military conscription - the very core of the totalitarianism which i t
is claimed our men are dying to stamp out abroad . This is a pretty exchange of idea s
with our defeated enemies . If you adopt peacetime conscription for the United State s
of America, Adolph Hitler, although dead, has won a striking victory over u s

-- Testimony of Edward C . M. Richards before the House Select Conmiittee, 6-14-45

Reports frog Washington indicate : that ?principal support for peacetime conscrip-
tion came from the Army, Navy, Legion, Chamber of Commerce, and National Associatio n
of Manufacturers; that principal opposition was from labor, church and education ;
that in spite of "one of the most im p ressive coalitions ever assembled to oppose a
pending legislation", the Woodrum Committee will probably report favorably to th e
House . This means that our opposition must be kept solidly organized and ready fo r
action .

If you also are "Agin' it", the NEXT STEP is to write President Harry 'S . Truman
asking him to use his greet influence at the forthcoming conference with Churchill .
and Stalin to urge the universal abolition of peacetime conscription . Watch for the
report of the Woodrum Committee on the June hearings and immediately express yoursel f
to the Chairman of the House Committee on Military Affairs, Mr . Andrew J . May ; to your
own Congressman, and to the editor of your local paper . If you need more literature
to distribute, we have it .

ATIUAL MEETING Our annual business meeting last month was well attended . The report
of the treasurer showed that our receipts for the year were $6 .6 3

over our estimated budget of $2,945 and that we have a surplus for the year of $100 .
This is good but it is a narrow margin and the payment of pledges or now contribution s
during the summer months while the Anti-Conscription Campaign must go on will be a bi g
hoe'' , The Annual Report of the Chairman indicated a busy, active year of Varied effor t
ancl achievement and an increased response to our program that is most encouraging .
Co:ie :	 on request . Changes in the Executive Committee for the coming year are : Vice-
Chairmen, Frederick S. Webster ; additions, Rev . Clytus F. Mowry, Mrs . Bernard McGivern.
The resignation of the Rev . Harry B . Taylor was accepted with regret .

FREE AD . The film "How to Conquer War" shown at our June meeting makes a compellin g
argument for democratic, federal world government . It is available to _

school. and church groups or to individuals for a small fee . Write Rev. Paul Husted ,
R . F. D . 1, Rome, New York.

BOOK END 'The Genesis of Pearl Harbor" by William Neumann, the story of the diplo}
matte maneuvers that led up to December 7, 1941 . Told without passion from

documents of the U.S . State Department, it explodes the official myth from official
sources facts . Of immediate and historic importance to responsible citizens . 25¢ ,
this effce .

The Till of God for These Days" in Personal Relations, Economic Life, Politica l
Aceion ; Race Relations, xnternational Affairs by KIRBY PAGE . $1 .00. On sale here .

CAZENOVI .A Through an otersight, no mention was made in the Juno PNL of the Institut e
Announcement enclosed in that issue. But the enthusiastic comments o n

faculty and pregrri and the advance registrations prove that it smoke for itself . I t
has been en;lere d. hy llishgps Peabody and Ledd .n, and by Dr . William T . Melchoir fo r
the Coanc' .1 of C;hulches' Oommittec on International Affairs for the churches of thi s
area . "t* .catio_, With a Putnose", August 1-10 . A ,l:itional folders on request, 2-5316 .

CALLING ALL
CHILL L N The education of children in terms of the understanding of others is a

major responsibility in days like these . Frequently, at this time o f
year we get enquiries for materials and ideas . If you have occasion to use it, w e
can su rl r ycu with a fiftcoi page leaflet of "suggestions for Summer service activ-
ities for children ." It contains helps for mothers and teachers, a list of resourc e

material and a variety of other ideas all centering around the theme of Goodwill . A

postal card or a quarter will 'bring you a copy .



FOR GOD'S SAKE

	

One of our high admirals says "we are drowning and burning th e

bestial apes all over the Pacific, and it is just as much a pleasur e

to burn them as to drown them . "
A mother wrote Secretary Forrestal : "Please, for God's sake, stop sending our

finest youth to be murdered on places like Iwo Jima. It is too much for boys to stand ,

too much for mothers and homesto take . It is driving, some mothers crazy . Why can' t
objectives be accomplished some other way? It is most inhuman and awful--stop,stop! "

STATIIvSENT ON THE WAR IN THE PACIFIC

"The European war has ended, not only in the overthrow of Hitler's rul ek but also

in the utter ruin of Germany itself . Statistics are completely inadequate to measur e
the cost of the war and of the reconstruction of Europe . Must the Asiatic war b e
fought to the same sort of end? Unquestionably the United States and its allies can
win such a war . Japanese defeat is already obvious and certain ; her rain can be made
more complete than that of Germany .

"But consider the cost . No one can estimate how many more women and childre n
will be burned alive in the bombing of her cities . Her soldiers fight with fanatical

courage . Such resistance as they have offered in Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, Iwo
Jima will drag tens, perhaps hundreds of thousands of our own sons to agonizing death .
In this sort of war, it is not only men but ideals of mercy and kindness which perish .

"The Press has stated, from Japanese sources, that American raids from March firs t
to the middle of April in the four Japanese cities, Tokio, Osaka, Nagoya and Kobe, had
destroyed 770,000 homes and made 3,140,000 disaster victims . More recently the paper s
tell almost daily of largo scale massacre as American raids have continued with inten-

sified fury. This bombing and burning of defenseless women and. children in the densely
crowded cities of Japan cannot be so 'effective' in military terms as to justify itsel f
in terms of humanity and the future peace of the world .

"However far our military leaders may carry their policy of destruction, they kno w
that the 75,000,000 people of Japan cannot be annihilated . The announcement of such an
objective is intended to increase the effectiveness of the war t s prosecution. But even
carried to its worst extreme it will leave a residue of many millions who must someho w
be integrated into the structure and pattern of peace .

"The current campaign of organized hatred, involving the denunciation of the en-
tire Japanese people as bestial and depraved, is the denial of tho .divine spirit in

man, and of the brotherhood of man . Out of our deepest convictions rises the assuranc e
that the Japanese are not all entirely evil ; that there are millions of men and women
of good will in Japan, misled perhaps, but wanting the good life for all ; men and women
who are a necessary foundation stone in the structure of world peace . Such a peace can-
not be built on mutual distrust, on fear and hatred .

"The only sound alternative to this policy of hatred and destruction so costly i n
American lives, is the clear and immediate formulation of American objectives, a state-
ment by our government of the conditions of surrender, and an effort to put a st op to
the campaign of vilification which, great as may be the provocation in war t s atrocities ,
has gone beyond all bounds of reason and humane understanding . "

Arthar L . Swift, Union Theological Seminary, New York

NCPW, Legislative Report _for June states that the Kuh report of May 9 of Japanes e
offers of surrender terms closely ,aparoxir_iating the Cairo demaa:ds and the Hull ulti -
matum of 1941 are substantially correct ; that grave doubts as to the wisdom of contin-
uing the wholesale slaughter are rising in the Senate ; that "tremendous pressure" i s
being ant on the Administration to abandon the "Unconditional Surrender" slogan; that
the British and the Chinese, together with our own General Staff, would welcome such
a move ,

URGENT

	

Neither the people of the United States nor the people of Japan have been
told by President Truman that are the specific political objectives for whic h

continuation of the war against Japan is being pressed. Present and future peace i n

the Orient and democratic open dealings instead of secret diplomacy call for a fran k
statement of the terms--aside from military ones--on which the United States and its

allies are willing to end hostilities and make peace .
If you agree, we believe that now is the time to wire or write the President .
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WE WANT

	

Booth Tarkington, we see, has come out against compulsory military train-
WILLIE!

	

ing . He seems to us peculiarly well fitted to speak on this subject ,
being the sponsor Of a lad named Willie Baxter, who has taken us safel y

through two major wars without any previous military training whatsoever . Conscrip-
ting American youth in peacetime is the most revolutionary domestic idea that ha s
ever been proposed ip the United States, and contains the heaviest charge of socia l
d,ynamite . Big shots in the Army are pushing the idea hard, but they know not wha t
they push. Certainly no one can predict the consequences of taking Willie Baxte r
away from Lola Pratt, from One-eye Beljus, and from Mr . Parcher and sending him int o
camp for a year against his wishes . No one can say what it would do to Willie and n o
one can say what it would do to the society the Pratte, the Beijuses, and the Par-
chers adorn. Ot7.r own mind is still open on this terribly vital matter, but our heart
is shut tight, and every instinct hollers that compulsory training is a wrong number .
An Ameu;ipan conscript arur, ih peacetime, would be a contradiction in terms : it would
advertise a national desperation and it would build into the nation the thing th e
nation has twice taken up arms to lick .

"Look at it!"said Mr . Parcher .
"Look at what?" asked his wife .
"That Baxter boy!" said. Mr. Parcher, as William passed on toward the dancers .

"What's he think he's imitating--Henry Irving? Look at his valk! "
"He walks that way a good deal, lately, I've noticed," said Mre . Parcher in a

tired voice .

Look well, America, as Willie comes walking down the street! Watch out how yo u
change his strange and lordly gait, for he is an extremely delicate mechanism, mys-
teriously balanced and with an escape movement that defies every law of physics .
Remove him from his father's evening clothes, put him in compulsory drab, teach hi m
to salute, and yoi will have something new in this land . And you won't have Willie ,

-The NEW YORKER .

SPOKEN ,jtT

	

Government by the people can only exist if the people are individual s
GETTYSBURG: who think . It can only exist if the individual is free to role the

state and if he is not ruled by the state, We must be constantly vig-
ilant to keep alive the thinking of free men, and there is ao such threat to tha t
thinking as the course which would impose on the Nation con ►pulsoty military training .
We have no greater obligation to the men who fought at Gettysbarg, we have no greate r
obligation to the men who fought in Europe and who are fighting in the Pacific, than
to preserve here in America a state in which the individual shall be free to think
and be master of his own soul, and where the people shall be free to govern thei r
own Government .

	

--Senator Robert A . Taft .

THE CHURCHES

	

Dr . Daniel Poling, editor of the Christian Herald, favored Om-
ONE FOUNDATION!

	

puleory military training . Commenting on the great nwnber of _
Americans who are not church members, he pointed out that every

young mein would come under the influence of the Chaplains Corps under peacetime con-
scription. He said, *Certainly no plan now proposed within religious groups offers
so large a hops for strengthening of America in her moral and spiritual life as
does this measure, for this plan is universally applied to youth . "

Dr. Poling added that "we shall have, in universal military training, America' s
greatest moral and religious opportunity since Indeper}dence Day, 1776 ." He concluded
with the comment, "Universal military training will teach the rising generation that
while patriotism is not anon h, it is something - something glorious, something
divine ."

G I JOE'S

	

*We, the undersigned service men d are writing to state our abhorrence
IDEA IS

	

of the very idea of peacetime compulsory military training for Ameri -
DIFFERENT

	

ca. Some of us, for well over three years now, have lived and Observed
this military system 24 hours a day . We hold it to be irreligious ,

un-American, undemocratic, and in peacetime unnecessary . It appears to us as if
Hitler's hmight makes right' has'undermieed the confidence of some Americans i n
George Washington who weighed his words for a lifetime and then gave this final pray-
erful warning to a young nation : 'The greatest single threat to a republic is a n
overgrown military establishment .' He well knew, as did Jefferson and Lincoln, tha t
a society wherein everybody is or was or will be a soldier is a society in which
liberty curls up and dies and it will take a lot more than an Act of Congress fo r
the common mat to win it back . "

Reportfrom Washington indicates that the House Military Affairs Committee wil l
begin consideration of conscription legislation in September before Congress recon-
venes . ACT ACCORDINGLY!



COST OF

	

Military estimates indicate that the European war has taken a toll o f

VICTORY

	

60,000,000 casualties which, even if too high, gives us a tentativ e
basis for judgment . It is estimated that 14,000,000 are dead and

5,500,000 permanently incapacitated. These figures do not include civilian dea d

or incapacitated . They do not include the mentally distorted next generation .
This is a huge slice of the human race . It is an enormous price to pay fo r

the ambitions of politicians, the errors of statesmen and the false and mischievous
propaganda of governments . It is too great a price to pay for anything .

If civilization means the destruction of mankind, then civilization is viciou s
and immoral . If civilization means an increasingly higher regard for the value an d
sanctity of human life, how can we possibly justify this slaughter of the innocent
"s well as the wicked, of civilians as well as soldiers, of children as well a s
-,-:omen? Does anyone ever ask the question, what are we doing to ourselves ?

I write objectively, without regard to race or nation, without regard t o
"aggressors" or "peace-loving ." I write of man. I write not of my kin or my ene-
mies . I write of the human race to which we all belong . What reason can justify
the killing of 14,000,000, the incapacitating of 5,500,000, the breaking of th e
spirits of additional tens of millions on the wheels of time? Men speak lightly o f
another war . Do they wish to turn Europe into a Sahara? Do they believe that w e
shall be immune to this holocaust--we wlio have already passed the million mar: in
casualties? Men spoke lightly of this present war in those fateful years between
1933 and 1939, when it seemed inevitable . How can an evil be inevitable if th e
will to be just exists ?

The answer is that it is the people themselves, the simple people of all coun-
tries who must learn to hate war . For war creates nothing ; it produces no good .

--George Sokolsky 6/12/4 5

We might try to see--with the mind's eye, at least--100,000 dead and the manner
of their dying . We might think of mud and blood, and stench, and hell's own noise ,
and the explosion that makes an end to living and loving, learning and dreaming ,
hoping and praying	
. i That's the way war is . And sometimes it seems that the only reason why any o f

us tolerate such organized blood-letting is simply because we do not understand it s
nature . We think too much of bond drives and parades, war jobs and rationing ,
taxes and all the incidentals which never get beyond the periphery of war . Our
thoughts do not get to the heart of it--to the killing ,

If they did, we .would not already be beset by reckless talk of the next war- -
the war which we are stupidly told must "inevitably" be waged against our stronges t
ally . If we thought a little more we would be outraged and incensed by such callow-
ness . We would not tolerate it .

	

--Editor, St . Louis Star-Times ,

PRICE

	

Writing in answer to the question "Can a Sick World Get Well?" in a recen t
OF

	

Christian Century article, Anton T . Boisen points out three possible out -
PEACE

	

comes of the sickness of our time : "First, there may be no reorganization .
In that case there will be further wars . . . . "Second, there may be socia l

organization based upon military dominance, . . .the real evils will remain uncorrected .
. . ."There is also a third possibility . We may be able to deal with the situation -
constructively and begin the herculean task of correcting the real evils, working
toward the achievement of a now order of society which will represent the socia l
solidarity of free men held together by faith and love, How we deal with the de-
feated enemy is likely to prove the acid test of. our fitness for this task . It i s
likely to be the measure of the success we achieve . "

It is this third possibility to which The Syracuse Peace Council is devote d
and for which we work . The enclosed leaflet sums up the alternatives, points th e
issue and suggests action .
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Far-called, our navies melt away ;
On dune and headland sinks the fire ;
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre :
Judge of the nations, spare us yet ,
Lest we forget, lest we forget :

The announcement in the Chicago Press on August 19 that essentially the same
terms acted on by President Truman and Prime Minister Atlee at Potsdam were offere d
by the Japanese Government through General MacArthur and received at the White House
seven months earlier is a sobering one . The report states that the offer was give n
casual attention and brushed aside with the remark that "MacArthur is our best fight.
er and our worst politician," The offer was not even taken to the Yalta Conference .
What political purpose was served by the seven months of slaughter and sacrifice
that followed before V J Day? Think again of Okinawa and of Hiroshima! Can it have
been worth the price? These are questions the American citizen needs to ponder care-
fully as he looks ahead to the possibility of World War III .

JOHN Q. PUBLIC PNL quotes without comment four observations on the news-of-the -
SPEAKS :

	

month:
1 . A window washer in a Philadelphia office building (on the atomi c

bomb) : "Maybe they had it coming to 'em ; I, don't know . I just know this ain't the
kind of thing the United States ought to be doing . "

2. An executive of one of the most essential war plants in the country, in Ne w
York City: "This (the atomic bomb) makes it final . Either complete destruction by
war or complete abandonment of war . There is no other alternative . "

3. A public school teacher in Syracuse : "My mind is all mixed up . I'm happy
that the actual fighting has ceased but heartsick when I think of the suffering the
world over,- suffering created in the name of Christianity . I'd like to be hopeful
of the years ahead but instead I'm filled with fear of an even more terrible age .
What do you do with a mind like that? "

4. A stranger in an Ohio restaurant as the V J whistles began tp blow: "It's a
cockeyed world . If the American people would work as hard for peace in peacetime a s
they do for war irr war time, they could have it anytime ." Will you?

FILL 'ER UP! Out in Ohio they tell about a man who drove up to a gas station, crie d
exuberantly, "Fill 'er up," and blew his false teeth out on the pave-

ment! Can't blame him, but as Major George Fielding Eliot and Sumner Wellos hav e
warned us Victory must mean more than freedom from restriction or it will mean utte r
defeat .

PEACE OR

	

The war is over,- but the peace is not won . That is the continuing
ARMISTICE? responsibility of every man and woman in the country . We believe that

the Syracuse Peace Council offers you an opportunity and a challenge .
You have kept our organization and program vigorously alive during the hard war years .
We are grateful for your loyal support . But now is a time for growth . We are begin-
ning our tenth year of "a continuing program of peace education and action in th e
community" with a splendid conference on Latin American Affairs . They have a vital
bearing on the peace of the years ahead . Ask for additional copies of the enclosed
announcement . Help as fill every seat at the tables !

Road carefully the sober words of military experts, school teachers and windo w
washers quoted in this LETTER . Is there really anything more important for you t o
do right now than to enlist in the good fight for peace? Accept the offer below ;
help us to double now our outreach into the community . Peace or just Another Armi-
stice? By your action or yoir inaction yoi make a cho .ce .

ENCOURAGEMENT :

	

Some of the very best writing on the ambitious theme known a s
It Works Both Ways! International Affairs during the late war years appeared in th e

pages of that sprightly journal, THE W YORKER. This may seem
mildly surprising to some but this "Talk of the Town" has one advantage in comparison
with much otherwise excellent thought on the subject : it is highly readable . Thi s
seems to us such a virtue that we wish to mail free (courtesy of THE NEW YORKER) a
sixteen page reprint of these articles on "World Government and peace" to

(1) each new paid subscription to this NEWS-LETTER (esteemed contemporary of the
NEW YORKER!) 250 each, 5 for $1 .00, including your own ; and

(2) to each new or renewal membership (one dollar, better more!) to the Peac e
Council . Offer good until November 11, 1945 .

MAJOR GEORGE FIELDING ELIOT, warning that Terrible Dangers Face this Victorious Na -
tion quotes Army General Arnold as saying that futur e

wars will involve explosives 'destructive beyond the wildest nightmares of the imagi -
nation,' and adds : "This the world is which our children must grow up . This is th e
world which we have made . . .This is ;^_e world in which we must now find some means o f
controlling the monsters we have created, or be destroyed by them. "
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GENERAL MaeLRTHUR, Tokio, Sept . 2 : "Military alliances, balances of power, leagues
of nations all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be b y

way of the crucible of war, The utter destructiveness of war now blots out thi s
alternative . Wo have had our last chance . If wo do not now devise some greater an d
more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door .

"The problem basically is theological and involves a spiritual rocrudesconco an d
improvement of human character that will synchronize with our almost-matchless ad -
vance in science, art, litoraturo and all material and cultural dovolopmonts of the
past 2,000 years, It must be of the spirit if wo are to save tho flesh . "

REMINDER The following message was dated London 8/17 . We rocoivod it 9/4 :
"Can you please send me some second hand clothes such as coat, suit, shirts ,

socks, shoes, underwear . Sick and unemployod. Urgently, needed." The fine respons e
to our "Noodles and Pins Shower" prompts us to share this appeal . Wo are still col-
lecting clothing .

GENERAL EISENHOWER states the main objective of ponce-time-military training :
"Psychological indoctrination and moral training requires th e

longest time, but fortunately it is never completely forgotten. This type of training
is of incalculablo importance . .Thrro is no possibility of overemphasizing the valu e
of intelligent training of this kind. Integration of the moans for waging war is a
psychological problem as well as one of more organization . The national mass, civ-
ilians and the uniformed services, must have a common understanding of the idoal s
and reasons for which the United Status will fight a war, and tho training in this
regard must be intelligent and incessant . "

This means mass psychological indoctrination . In a democracy? What happen s
to free institutions? If you don't want it, soy so, out loud, now . The dange r
is not past . The Presidont has announced his intention to recommend a military train-
ing program.

At the some time remember : (1) The English Labor Party is known to oppose peace -
time conscription . (2) Representative Joseph W. Martin's resolution calling on th e
administration "to work uncoaoingly for an immediate international agreement whereby
compulsory military service shall bo wholly oliminated from the policies and prac-
tices of all nations ." Have you supported this with your approval to Mr . Martin and
Mr . Truman? Have you written your newspaper about it ?

LAST WORD

	

A Poaco Council staff member was accosted in the elevator the othe r
morning by a follow-traveller who occupies an office down the hall .

"I suppose," ho said, with obviously satiric intent, "that you people will clos o
up shop now that tho United Nations Charter has been signed . "

The UNC has boon signed . The SPC has not closed up shop .
During the progress of the debate from Dumbarton Oaks to San Francisco the Stat e

Department urged the widost and fullest possiblo discussion. Wo accopted our roapon-
sibility, as an organization 3ovoted to peace oducation, for a small sharo in thi s
process . We gave the Plan the boat and most careful study of which wo were capable ;
we adopted a point of view ; and we undertook to provide our readers with honest crit -
icism and information on which to base judgments and arrive at intelligent positions .

Now the Charter has been approved by the Sonata . 'do did not approve but wo
accept the verdict loyally . We have a last word to say to our constituents . The
best comments on San Francisco have boon brief and revealing_ :

"Sound without fury, signifying nothing ;-Anonymous .
"The difficulty is that we are trying to make an international omelette withou t

brooking any of the oggs ; and the eggs arc all hard-roiled.."--- T .Z. Boo .
"Some incidental good may, much major harm will come from such bald and precar -

ious balanco of military power .--Dan Wost, a loader of the Church of the Brothron .
"San Francisco will keep the mice in order, but never the lions . "

--A Latin-American View .
"To expose the discrepancy between an idealistic phrase and an unsavory realit y

is the first stop toward making the reality a little loss unsavory . "
--W. H. Chamberlin .

This is our 'last word' ; we continuo to tako those 'first stops .' GOING OUR WAY?

BOOK END PUERTO RICO: UNSOLVED PROBLEM . Hero is a little book of ono hundred page s
written by two of the Civilian Public Servico men e ngaged in relief an d

rohaeilitation work in that troubled island. The authors are students of economic s
on". government and,prosont the problems against the background of the Island' s
environment and culture . An excellent introduction for the American citizen to the
unsolved problems of our own "possessions ." In our free loan library or postpai d
for $1 .00.
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(-3 1 4c .a.,Q Th c 1noted

I have no time for World Peace groups ;

	

I have no time to write Congressme n

I am a mother .

	

Urging noucrol,ity ,
My days are spent with cod--liver oil

	

Indeed no : I am too busy cooking dried
and baths in the sun--

	

prunes--
So my son's sturdy limbs will better adorn So the blood from his young brown ches t
A barbed barricade

	

Will redder and richer run
Somewhere afar, years to come, slain

	

Where he drops lifeless in some foreign
By a lad like himself .

	

land
Protecting investments .

I have no time to study why wars are ;
I am raising a son ,
Cleaning, polishing, ironing white rompers- -
Then, hypnotized by fife and drum ,
Stabbing with madness ,
Ripping out hearts with a bright bayonet ,
He will slaughter his brothers .

I have no time!
Margaret Tuesdalo Gibbs .

(0ak1and Tribune--6-9-38 )

Some years ago Herman Hagadorn put into the mouth of a soldier of the firs t
World War, called "The Boy in Armor," words addressed to careless, indifferen t

civilians :
' "Becense you would not think we had to die 	
We died . And there you stand no step advanced . "

"The Boy" was right . There we stood . We refused to think adequately, and now

the boys of another generation have had to die .

What shall we do this time ?

Haveyou time to read the enclosed folder NOW ?
And will you take the simple an very short stop of sending in your membershi p

NOW and so encouraging us to go on ?

The Syracuse Peace Council will not stop wars ; but it will help all who

associate themselves with it TO THINS . This is our first responsibility

to "the Boys" who have been and who arc to be .

How cloth the city sit sorrowful that was full of people ?

Mine eyes do fail with tears . . . .becauso the children and the sucklings swoon

in the streets of the city .

The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets . . . .the tongue of the

suckin.-, child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth fa'. thirst: the young children ask

bread and no man breaketh it unto theme . . . .their skin cleaveth to their bonesi it is

withered, it is become like a stick .

They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be slain with hunge r

They hunt our steps that we can not go in our streets . . .Our persecutors are

swifter than the eagles of heaven : they pursued us upon the mountains, they lai d

wait for us in the wilderness .

Remeuber, 0 Lord, what has come upon us : Our inheritance is turned to stran-

gers, our houses to aliens . We are orphans .and fatherless, our mothers are widow s

. . . .we 1ahr:r and. have no rest .

flu., skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine 	

F; i.t'_e havers of Babylon . . . .we wept ;--how shall we sing in a strange land?

tiro have thought o dispersals and exiles as experiences of a primitive pas t

that ha'. to do somehow with a vaguely familiar "old testament" history . Beside
current reports of the force' migrations going on tod.o those ancient "captivities "

pale into insignificance . The motives and. the methods : political power exercised ,

through military force, remain the same ; and the consequences are the same . The

	

k

lamentations of Jeremiah voice perfectly the anguish of millions of victims of wa r

in Europe and Asia today . "13,000,000 doomed t : starve before winter" in Germany

alone, is one headline ; another sober report announces the "inevitable" starvatio n

of 7,000,000 in Japan this winter .



Eyewitness reports of people living in the rubble of collars in bombe. Italian
villages and in the cities of Germany ; of nooplc hu'_dler in abandoned- packing cases
and old car bodies against the rigors of winter in Finnish Lapland arc increasingl y
frequent . Bertha Bracey, English Friona an''- authority on what are comfortably calle d
"displaced persons", has describe' the pitiful thousands who daily tramp through
Berlin as they arc forcibly expelled from one political unit and driven on to anothe r
and yet another with literally no place to icy thoir heads and no place for the foo t
t^ rest on. She t-ld of the refugee children who woke themselves with crying in th e
n'.-ht and of the oiler ,,people who can not sleep because of their own cries of fear .

The LONDON TIMES warns of chaos in Germany unless, saying: "Germany faces thi s
:1: tor the prospect of famine, ana p robably also of pestilence, on a scale oxpori-
;rrt:et_ by no European country for several hundred years . "

Jane Ad'.ans long ago pointed out the basic relationshia between Ponce and Broad .
"de can do little to bind ur 	 wounds, to care f o r the wi :'.ow and orphan in thei r
affliction. But there is an enormous spiritual relar in doing that little and it i s
a first step in peace-building .

Thr-uah the courtesy of our neighbors we have been given the temporary use of a n
extra room to accommodate our clothin g depot . lc can still use unlimitod quantitie s
of now or good used clothing that is clean and in repair . This will be distribute d
by the American Friends Service Committee . (See Supplement )

No arrangements have yet been male for the large scale collection and shipmen t
of food but food packages can be sent to individuals . The Syracuse Friends Meeting
has been asked to "adopt" and assume the care of a number of families in Europe . The
Peace Council office will servo as a collection ar_a shipping center . Canned vegota-
bios, grain foods and other bulky items are not needed, but condensed soups, pro -
served moats, chocolate, cheese, sugar, candy, soap, onl fats will be gratofully re-
coived. ':.henevor possible a contribution to cover shipping costs should accompany
Gifts, but inability t o give cash should not hinder gifts of food or clothing . No
useful item is too small to be welcome . Call 2-5316 for aalitional information .

'Jhoso hath this wdorl d 1 s good, an l seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of cormassion from him, how haelleth the love of God' in him?

ATOMIC DIhLI.IMA That power corrupts cn.i is not to bo trusted in the best of hand s
is evidenced by the widcsprea: questioning as t,o the necessity fo r

the use of the atomic bomb in bringing the war t o a close . The NEVI YORK TIMES
ronorts Admiral Nimitz !as saying "the end would have been the some with or withou t
the atonic bomb an : the Russian invasion ." Major General Lc May, who c mm ndod the
B-29 rails against Japan, toll the Associatel Press "the atomic bomb had nothing t o

do with the cal of the war at all . "

The failure of the Council of Foreign Ministers in London (fir which Russia i s
not alone t inane) ; a recent headline "U .S . Experts Declare Potsdam Unworkable, "
the admitted strain and tension between the "Groat Powers", are no surpriso to read-
ers who have understood' realistically that peace can neither ',e made nor kept b y
military alliance . And the world has r.^t been willing, yet, to organize for peac e
as it loos for war . '-;c face, therefore, as :;illian Henry Chamberlin prodictc'., the
international anarchy of 1913. In such a world situation our gravest problem i s
that of atomic power . Vernon Nash is right ; the use of atomic bombs can not be suc-
cessfully outlawed as long as nations ha.-ro the power t o make war . This ip the
dilemma of the Ago of the Atom . Partial measures only deceive and threaten us . I t
is impossible to keep the secret of atomic energy . To place it in the hands of any
group of notions, however 'United', is still to fail to keep the secret and t o
divide the worl :l with fear . Only complotely free publication of all scientifi c

knowle,,;e accessible to all peoples can make us free . The truth shall rigke you freo !
Are we roady for that? Can we got ready?

	

In time?

Henry L . Stimson, retiring from the Cabinet, after participation in three grea t

wars, translated this belief into political torus : "I em convinced that a full an d

frank attitude of trust (toward all nations) by our government will strongly ten d

to load to a like attitude on the part of all members of the . brotherhoo' of nations . '
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Herman Hagedorn's "The Boy in Armor" speaks : -

"Because you world not think we had to die : . . . .
We died . And there you stand no steo advanced . "

The President of the U. S . Speaks

1 9 4 5

"The mighty threat to civilization which
began there (Pearl Harbor) is now laid a t

rest .' "Their ( ;; e par.eee war lord's) power
to destroy and kill has been taken from
them. Their armies and what is left o f
their navy are now anpot r.

"This is a victory of more than arm s
alone . This is a victory of 1=berty ove r
tyranny .

"From this clay we move forward . We
move toward a new era cf seru:.rity et home .
With the other United Nations we mov e
toward a new and bet eci marl d ci peace an d
international goodwill and eooperation .

"God's help hns brought us t .; this dey
of victory . With His help we will actain
that peace and prosperity for ourselve s
and all the world in the years ahead . "

-- Truman .

Shortly , after V -Jany,, in New York City, Mme . Chiang Kai-shek spoke :

"Out of this soul-searching experience we must learn that omission to preven t
war is just as culpable and disastrous in the end as commission to foster wa r
in the beginning . Only in this way can we ever repay in a measure the debt s
of life that we owe to those who died . "

"Omission to prevent war is just as culpable"-- Omissions are easy to fall into .
This is your treasurer speaking now, and thinking of Peace Council membershi p s .
Have you omitted yours this fall? We'll be glad to receive them at the office ,
through the mail, or at the November 19 meeting .

THIS WAY PLEASE To the first of the series of Book-of-the-Month Forums which th e
Peace Council is sponsoring this winter . This initial forum wil l

	

'--

	

be held Monday evening, November 19, in the Y .'.~ . C .A . , with sup -

	

L
_ .,

	

per (60¢) at 6 o'clock . Reservations can be made by calling our _
office (2-5316) before November le .
Mrs . Jean Benson Maxwell and the Rev . Laurence T . Hosie will b e

otir guest speakers, using as a theme for the meeting AMERICA'S ROLE IN WORLD RULE .
Mrs . Maxwell will review William Henry Chamberlin's new book, America : Partner in
World Rule, and Mr . llosie will analyze America's Place in the World by Nathanie l
Peffer . Questions and discussion by the group will follow .

Every one is cordially invited to attend ; in fact, we urge you to bring a
friend or two with you !

GIVE MORE

	

As we repeat General Eisenhower's fateful words : "Without food there
THAN THANKS : will be no peace" we begin to realize the horrible truth of them ,

for the world's food picture is even more grim than drawn in the
last issue of this Newsletter . According to a survey released by the Office o f
Foreign Agricultural Relations of the U .S . Department of Agriculture more th-a,n.
35 million tons of food should be moved into deficit areas to supply the people s
there with even a minimum 2000 calorie diet . These areas include (1) liberate d
countries, (2) former enemy countries such as Germany, Italy, :aistria and Japan ,
and (3) normally food-importing countries, such as England, but our hopes of sup -
plying them seem dim indeed . Even the $550,000,000 remainder of the first authori-
zation to UNRRA which the House of Representatives voted November 1 to appropriat e
is laden with the very real restriction of demanding free access to all news abou t
UNRRA for the U . S . in every country which receives any of this money or aid :

The Peace Council will continue to serve as a collection and shipping cente r
for food packages to individuals in Europe and we wish to express our thanks t o
those who have already responded to our appeal . Cash contributions are welcome ,
too .

1 9 1 8

"We know that the objective of th e
war is attained ; the objective upon
which all free men had set thei r
hearts ; and attained with a sweeping
completeness that even now we do not
realize . The armed imperialism such
as the men conceived who were but yes-
terday the masters of Germany is a t
an end ; its illicit ambitions engulfed
in black disaster . Who will seek t o
revive it? The arbitrary power of
the military caste of Germany which
once could secretly and of its oat
single choice disturb the peace o f
the world is discredited and destroye d
and much more than that has been ac-
complished."

--Wilson .



CONSCRIPTIO1

	

The lid has finally blown off the whole issue of universal peace -
time military conscription with President Truman's message to Con-

gress October 23, in which he asked for the enactment of a law compelling ever y
male American to take military training when he reaches 18 or graduates from high
school . There had been a good deal of groundwork laid by General Marshall in hi s
previous pleas for such a program, but in Congress reaction to the President' s
;,peach was mixed . A minority favored and a minority opposed the measure, but the
great bulk of Congress, many of whom can be counted on by the President in a show-
aecan, waited to see how public opinion would react .

Meet of the nation's large newspapers, Washington Daily News, New York Times ,
? ea_ York Sun, New York Herald Tribune, Washington Post and Washington Evening Star ,
•ave vigorous approval to Truman's proposal, but New York PL and three leading col-
mn_sts opposed it equally as strongly . Hanson Baldwin of the New York Times ,
Marquis Childs of the Washington Post and David Lawrence of the Washington Evening
Jar were forthright in their criticism, and the latter two particularly accuse d
President Truman of "falling under the influence of those military men who con-
stantly air their conviction that another war in the near future is inevitable an d
we had best remain prepared to the hilt . "

Other prominent individuals and organizations followed along these same line s
of opposition with statements and resolutions of their policies . The National
Board of the United Council of Jhurch Women voted with unmistakable vigor to oppos e
r'mrulsory military training as "contrary to Christian democracy ." These women
pointed out that the atom bomb has antiquated it as a means of defense . Charles G.
Bone, Chairman of the American Veterans Committee, in an article written for th e
October 20 issue of The Nation strongly opposed General Marshall's proposal fo r
com pulsory military training in peacetime . He said, "It is . . . .a partisan plea fo r
a national defense policy which seems on careful study peculiarly unsuited to pro -
vide any real measure of security in the atomic age . "

Because Congressman Andrew J . May, Chairman of the House Military Affairs Com-
mittee, has announced that public hearings on the President's proposal will begi n
on November 8, all groups desiring to be heard should apply at once, But the mos t
important strategy of all is the direct expression of each individual's opinion t o
h s legislators--not just once but repeatedly and emphatically .

Key people in Congress who will be concerned with this issue are :
Andrew J . May, Kentucky (D), Chairman,House Military Affairs Committee, House Offic e

Bldg ., Washington, D . C .
Edwin C . Johnson, Colorado (D), Acting Chairman, Senate Military Affairs Committee ,

Senate Office Bldg ., Washington, D . C .
Your own Se;_-.tors and Representative (If you do not know their names, ask at the

nearest library . )

WE MIGHT

	

Commenting on the dreary prospects for peace, on the doleful results o f
AT THAT!

	

the London Conference of Foreign Ministers, on the terrible threat o f
new weapons of warfare, the popular columnist, Drew Pearson, urges the

establishment of a Department of Peace to spend a fraction of what we spent for wa r
on good neighborliness . "It couldn't hurt and it might help . "

'Gybe we will wake up to the futility of old fashioned diplomacy, and th e
hopelessness of big armies, and put our faith in friendship . In other words, every -
thing else having failed, we might finally come around to practicing the Sermon o n
the Mount . . . . "

P . S .

	

DOUBLE OR NOTHING-- We're still beset by the idea of doubling the News
Letter subscription list! If vvou send in just one name (plus 25, of
course), there you have it . Or for those of you who send a dollar fo r
four new subscri p tions and your own, there are still some of the Ne w
Yorker repriats available .

A red check mark on your News Letter label indicates that you r
subscription has expired .
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TEN DOWN AND MORE TO GO!
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Ten years is not a long time in the life of the average individual 1 0

10

	

or institution, but evidently it is a long span in the history of local 10

10 peace programs . We have been unable to locate more than a half dozen

	

10

10

	

other local organizations similar to our own that have survived the

	

10

10,

	

decade .

	

10

10

	

Recently in a letter to his colleagues Dr . Edwin T . Dahlberg wrote, 10

10 "The Syracuse Peace Council is waging a brave minority fight against

	

10

10

	

the growing trend towards militarism and imperialism ." 7e are grate-

	

10

10

	

ful for this wholly unsolicited recognition ; we are more happy that the 10

10

	

loyal support of our friends has made this good "fight" possible .

	

10

10

	

We cordially invite you to share this happiness and to express

	

10
10

	

this gratitude on the oe asion of our Tenth Anniversary Dinner, Friday, 10

10

	

January 11, 1946, 6 :30 p .m ., First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Gene- 1 0

10

	

see Street .

	

10

10

	

Guest of Honor and Speaker : BERTHA BRACEY,

	

10

10 General Secretary of the Friends Committee for Refugees and Aliens,

	

10

10

	

representing the London Yearly Meeting of Friends .
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10
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YEAR'S END

	

"A thousand years from now, 1945 will be known as 'the year of the

bomb .' The people of the year 2945 will care little when World War I I
ended, They will not be greatly concerned about political changes of this decade ,
ex,ept for any revolutionary innovations that might occur, but they will know tha t
tee trial explosion over New Mexico and the thundering death over Hiroshima ushere d
j n a new age, "

We are glad to supply you this month with a copy of one of the most significan '
statements we have seen on the Atomic Bomb .

THJ CISTMAS SPIRIT Some weeks ago the very distinguished American Rabbi, Abra-
ham Cronbach of Hebrew Union Colleg-e, Cincinnati, wrote, t o

some of his colleagues in reference to the Nazi trials :
"This is ntr wish: That the Jews might beseech. clemency for tho rtormentors an d

the slayers of their people . I can fency organized Jewry represented at the trial s
by someone authorized to speak as fcilovs :

'We Jews have suffered inordinately . Neither our orn tragic history no r
that of any other people contains any p cedent to the afflictions which we

	

-
have lately undergone .

'All that we Jews crave is surcease from our sufferings . We have no
wish to inflict sufferings auoi others . all that we crave is that Jews al l
over the world be guaranteed freedom, equality, and opportunity and tha t
they be forever shielded against antise itism .

'We seek human rights not only for Jews . We seek them for all men every -
where . To seek them for the Jews alone would be self-defeating as well a s
ignoble .

'The unspeakable miseries which have come upon the world follow a cer-
tain pattern with dismal uniformity, the pattern, namely, of retaliation- -
retaliation for grievances real or imaginary . That vicious circle of retal-
iation and counter-retaliation ernst be broken . Otherwise there is no hop e
for the world . "'e Jews hereby offer to break that vicious circle .' "

PEACE ON EARTH "Men since the beginning of time have sought peace . Various meth-
ods through the ages have attempted to devise an internationa l

process to prevent or settle disputes between nations . From the very start, worka-
ble methods were found in so far as individual citizens were concerned but th e
mechanics of an instrumentality of larger international scope have never been suc-
cessful .

"Military alliance, balances of power, Leagues of Nations all in turn failed ,
leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible of war . The utter destructive-
ness of war now blots out this alternative . ae have had our last chance . If we do
not now devise some greater and more e quitable system, Armageddon will be at ou r
door .

"The problem basically is theological and involves a spiritual recrudescenc e
and improvement of human character that will synchronize with our almost matchles s
advance in science, art, literature and all material and cultural developments o f

the past 2,000 years . It must be of the spirit, if we are to save the flesh . "
--Gen . Douglas MacArthur



GOODWILL TO MEN "From May 1940 till March 1945 we had a hard time and of th e
many sufferings of our people you undoubtedly read in your papers .

I cannot write to you about our ' pecial sufferings in -these 5 years . I will only
tell you, that the Lord was our shepherd and that he made a little bit of brea d
enough for us with his blessing . We lived in our home the whole winter with 9 per -
sons, we five, my mother, a Jewish girl, my brother (a student of medicine who di d
underground work) and a girl who works in an office . The whole winter we had no gas ,
no light (we sat in the darkness the evening till 8 or 9 o'clock and then went t o
bed!) and for some terrible weeks no water, except two pails a day . Our town was
not much damaged, our house is all right .

. . . .We learned to pray, to share our daily bread - 800,000 of our 8 million s

population lost everything they had . . . We never could buy any thing in 5 years, al l
things are bad and barethreaded and worn out . We have food now, but only sobe r
things like potatoes and bread .

"We need mostly : tea, jams end juices; and sweets or chocolates (we never hav e

any sweets for the children! )
"Other things we need badly are :

razorblade s
shaving soap
toilet soap
combs (we have one for 7 persons! )
b rushes(" "

	

"

	

" "

	

"

	

)
underwear for Feits, me and 3 children . . . .

"Don't you think me very impertinent ?
"I feel quite exhausted and I am a little bit afraid that I asked tee much . . . "

These excerpts are from a personal letter shared with us by friends . If you
would like to include some of their needs - or those of a family like them - o n

your Christmas shopping list, this office will, with your help, be responsible fo r

shipping . We shall have scant cheer around our loaded Christmas trees this month

unless we have done what we can to share our abundance .
"Who gives himself with his alms feeds three ,
Himself, his hungering neighbor and Me . "

THANKS, SEI'ATOR!

	

Elbert D . Thomas, Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Com -

mittee,- in the December American : "Must we depend on conscrip-
tion to maintain our occupying forces in Germany, Japan, and other foreign lands ?

I don't think so . Compulsory military service in peacetime is undemocratic and un -

American, and it will not provide the type of police force best suited to handlin g
the sober responsibilities of sustaining peace in the world . Conscri p tion should
be abolished as soon as possible . "

It would be appreciated if you would express yourself to Senator Thomas .

We suggest that you follow the day-to-day news on the conscription issue very
closely as it is constantly changing . Adjournment of the hearings in the House Mil-
itary Affairs Committee is scheduled for December 17 and there is no assurance tha t
they will be resumed after the Christmas recess . Some sixty organizations have
requested time to be heard which have not yet been scheduled - mostly those in oppo-
eition .

Talk has been increasing of reporting out a four months' training bill alon g
the line of the American Legion's proposal . The Christian Century of December 1 2
says :

"This has two elements in common with the scheme sponsored by the President .
It is compulsory and applies to all 18-year-olds . However, instead of a year o f
army service, it would require young men to spend four months in basic militar y
training_ under army officers . After that the trainee could be given his choic e
of several military organizations in which he would continue his training fo r
a year, Meanwhile he would remain at home and continue his work or studies . . . "

It is obvious that there has been tremendous public opposition to the force s
which seek to enforce peacetime military training in this country or there woul d
.,ever be talk of such a compromise as the plan outlined above represents . It be-
hooves all thinking people to keen themselves well informed on a question of suc h
vital importance to every family, for i ts effect will not be on us alone in th e
United States but will be felt throughout the world .
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