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The anti-nuke movemenl
has gained extensive support
in the post-Harnsburg era.
The nightmare of the accs-
dent itself, the fumbling of
the emergency operations
and the blatant attemp! (o
cover-up the seriousness of
the affair have exposed more
clearly than ever that the nuc-
lear industry is founded on
lies.

Although the scramble s
on to rebuild credibility, the
whole world has reacted to
Harrisburg. In Germany,
100,000 people demonstrated
at a nuclear waste storage
plant under construction
near Hanover. In France,
saboteurs blew up millions of
dollars of nuclear equipment
bound for Holland, Belgium
and West Germany “‘to avoid
future Harrisburgs™'. The
May 6 March on Washington
(D.C.) was atiended by
80,000.

“ACCEPTABLE LEVELS”

The total damage to the
people and to the environ-
ment in the Harrisburg area
will not be known for at least
a generation. The increased
cancer rates in the population
won't be evident im-
mediately, so nuclear power
proponents will continue to
proclaim that people are not
in danger. The myth of “ac-
ceptable levels™ of radiation
is being supported and rein-
forced by governments that
suppress information. In the
U.S., forexample. studies of
workers at the Hansford,
Washington nuclear power
plant were halted when re-
sults began showing signific-
antly higher cancer rates
among workers and ex-
workers. In Canada, amid
reassuring cries of “ Harris-
burg can’t happen here™. the
Atomic Energy Control
Board is currently consider-
ing recommendations for
drastic reductions in public
safety standards in the event
of a nuclear accident. In
British Columbia, the Hous-
ing Commission has disre-
garded the united opposition
of environmental and senior
citizen’s groups and is instal-
ling a radioactive type of
smoke detector in provincial
housing complexes (contain-
ing Americium 241).

RADIATION

In spite of the continuing
high cancer and birth-defects
rate in Japan.and in Nevada
where atmospheric testing
occured, governments and
industry ignore the fact that
exposure (o any level of radi-
ation is both damaging and
cumulative. This dangerous
situation is created and per-
petuated by the industry in
their handling of nuclear
waste. Since there is no safe
way to either store or neut-
ralize it, the legacy looms of
an unmanageable and nearly
endless problem-containing
ever-increasing amounts of
deadly radioactive material

for the next 250000 years,
with inevitable toxicity to the
population and environment.

While the increase in op-
position Lo nuclear power
since Harrisburg is cause for
elation, anti-nuke groups and
related organizations in
North America are increas-
ing their opposition to all
steps in the nuclear cycle. In
British Columbia. Canada,
citizens’ groups at proposed
mine sites in Clearwater have
forced a province-wide In-
quiry into the of
uranium mining and an ac-
companying maratorium on

safety

exploration until the inquiry

is completed.
NAVAJO LAND

In the US, 55% of known
uranium reserves are on
Navajo land and characteris-
tically a high percentage of
miners are Navajo Indians.
Many have developed
cancer. The American In-
dian Movement (AIM) is
demanding that the threat
uranium poses to miners and
all the environment be stop-
ped.

The trade unions, tradi-
tionally pro-nuke, are begin-
ning to oppose the industry.
At a convention held by the
United Steel Workers’
largest district recently, de-
legates adopted a resolution
that nuclear power genera-
tion “should be opposed by
the USW and should be con-
sidered unsafe, uneconomic
and an unviable option.” The
resolution goes on to advo-
cate solar and wind power al-
ternatives, pointing out that
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they will create many more
jobs than auclear power.
Feminist energy is an ac-
tive force in the movement.
Groups, such as the Feminist
Anti-Nuclear Task Force
(1747 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20009)
focus on the serious repro-
ductive hazards posed by
nuclear power. They call

upon women to recognize
and resist the violence of the
industry which reflects and
perpetuates the explottation
to which women are sub-
jected

Anti-nuke actions are
planned throughout the com-
iIng months, at nuclear reac-
tor plants 1n many U.S
states, at the proposed site

Indus

by Joy Scott

The first round of a major
battle against the nuclear in-
dustry was recently won in
Oklahoma city when Karen
Silkwood's estate was
awarded $10.5 million in
damages. In 1974, Silkwood.
a plutoniom plant worker

- was killed in a car accident

At the time of her death, she
had been investigating safety
violations at the plant oper-
ated by Kerr-McGee and
charged that she herself was
contaminated with
plutonium. She was enroute
to @ meeting with union (Oil,
Chemical and Atomic work-
ers) officialsanda N.Y. Times
reporter when her car
crashed. Many supporters
believe that the accident was
engineered, the Cir-
cumstances around her death
will be investigated in a
further court action.

LEAKY GASKETS

The decision last month
made Kerr-Mc Gee liable for

. : this movement, there may
1Or nucClear waste storage In not be anothe N I
Oregon, and agamnst the in- {

stallation of Trident missile touch with :

Most will involve civil dis- n the

obedience of some kind IOV t. this i

either obstruction or entr- net ree ot
ance.(For info. contact

Pacific Lite Community 3255

Heather St, Vancouver For nfo. iron

B.C.. Canada, and Clam- C C Peace News
shell Alliance, 62 Congress  Caledo R "
Silkwood’s off-site contamu- in 1972 as a lab technic
nation. The company’s wil- Her investigations led hert
nesses testified that the plant the discovery that qualit)
was safe, and accused control records were being
Silkwood. a union organizer, systematically falsihed. The
of deliberately contaminating plant’'s deadly plutonium
herself togive Kerr-McGeea product-rods for nuclear
bad name, This outrageous reactors were being shipped
SUESCS“OH was rjr.-i'\(_-d 1O out for use when the com
shreds by co-workers who pany knew they were In
described the company's adequately sealed. The po-
grossly inadequate safety tential danger to workers and

procedures. There had been
severdl cases where leak)y
gaskets and other faulty
equipment had been re-
ported. Rather than shut
down ‘“‘hot’’ production
areas, respirators that only
screened out fractions of
radioactive dust were issued.
In fact, the plant itself was
shut down in 1975 because
Kerr-Mc Gee refused to
comply with new federal
safety standards.

WORKERS’ HEALTH

Silkwood's concemrn for her
own and other worker’'s
health began soon after she
started working at the plant
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ACCOUNTABLE

I'he recent court case deall

only with the fac!

Silkwood’'s contamination
But the decision which holds
the nuclear
countable for that contami-

industry ac-

npation, may eventually cost
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. It is expected that other
sutts will be brought against
the industry regarding
broad range of health prob-
lems caused by radiation.
The decision may accelerate
the official classificatnon ol
radiation as a public health
hazard.
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SPRING ISSUE

Dear Friends.

Could you please send me
four copies of the Spring 1979
issue of OR? Enclosed 1s
some money 1o cover Cosls.

Just wanted to thank you
for the beautiful poster you
made with the quote from my
article. All of your centerfold
posters have been terrific!!

Lots of good, strong Re-
volutionary Energy to you
all.

Peggy Kornegger.

San Francisco.

HEALTH IS POLITICAL

Greetings,

[ just wanted to drop a few
lines to compliment you on
the paper in general and the
Spring " 79 issue in particular.

[ was especially impressed

with your articles concerning

the medical profession—

**Saying goodbye to hospital
blues’’, " Doctors get the
treatment’’, etc. Itis refresh-
ing to see someone speak out
against the abuses by some
members of the medical pro-
fession. We are raised in the
belief that doctors are never
anything but good and noble
souls to be trusted in every-
thing. which makes rape—
both literally and
figuratively—shamefully
easy for those inclined to do
so. A little awareness goes a
long way, and it’s good to see
people taking it upon them-
selves to awaken their
neighbors to the potential
danger.

I am looking forward to
more articles on home birth.
I think (hope) it 1s a move-
ment that i1s spreading like
wildfire. The medical indus-
tries would hike to tell us that
it 1s only a few folhardy
fanatics, but I thiik they're
scared. 1've seen an increas-

IRELAND

WORKING CLASS

Dear Friends,

Is there any reason that the
working class gets such poor
coverage in OR? Apart from
that its a good paper.

Yours in solidarity,
Mick Hunt,
Port Coquitlam, B.C.

Comrades,

I have just seen the Fall/
Winter 1978 edition of OR
and was impressed with your
coverage of violent as well as
non-violent acts of resis-
tance, as Gerry Gagnon was,
and look forward to future is-
sues.

I was pleased to see your
coverage of the struggle of

ing amount of propaganda
against home births lately.
With the enormous amount
of profit that stands to be lost
if more people decide to have
their kids at home, it's not
surprising.

Keep up the good work.
The OR is one of the finest
papers telling us what the
networks and syndicated
papers won't that | have
read. I wish | could contri-
bute to the cause, but my
being in prison precludes it.
But the future holds promise,
and nothing lasts forever.
Enjoy,

Rod Smith,
Tracy, California.

LIVING THEATRE

Dear Friends.

| hope this money will help
vou. | really appreciated the

Irish political prisoners and
should like to make a couple
of points with regards to your
article and the situation in
general.

As you say, the Prisoners
Aid Committee is, “one of
the -most active support
groups,” indeed it is the only
group which has campaigned
consistently for POW’'s In
British gaols over the years,
and, has a tendency to look
upon itself as the sole prop-
rietor of the prisoners sup-
port movement. Whilst |

They truly show how anarch-
ists can integrate fine art and
humour with subjects of
political and social impor-
tance (I know of no other
political group who can do it
well).

Much love,

~ Chuck Whitman.

SELF-CENTRED

Dear Co-conspirators,

Was pleased to see a new
issue; was less pleased to en-
counter the same old self-
absorption. Certainly,
Anarchists need to know
what their comrades are do-
ing. Even more certainly, the
conventional press ignores
and distorts these activities
and can’t provide the infor-
mation. A certain amount of
self-centredness is therefore
understandable and perhaps
necessary in the Anarchist
press. However. Open Road
takes that logical tendency to
absurd, self-congratulatory.
and tedious lengths. For
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have certain differences of
opinion with the PAC, they
have built their reputation
over many years on hard,
solid work often with no, or
very little, support from
British ‘revolutionaries’ and
it is through their consistent
work that they have been
recognised by the Republi-
can Movement as the only
organisation ic speak on be-
half of the political strugg!e of
Irish prisoners in British
gaols. I welcomed the shit-
throwing incident in the
House of Commons (and was
only sorry that it wasn’t gre-

Anarchists to glory in them-
selves in the paper is not only
boring and smugly repellent,
it wastes space that needs to
be applied to more important
and useful Anarchist
analysis of broader current
events and social conditions.
I'd like to see in OR less of
what Anarchists think of
each other, less emphasis on
their deeds however petty,
and more emphasis on re-
porting and analysing general
news from an Anarchist
perspective and on debating
the appropriate Revolutio-
nary strategy.

[ don’t want OR to become
profoundly dull any more
than I like it being trivially
dull. Neither do I wish
Anarchists to become timid
scholars and neatly dressed
and thoroughly oppressed
gentlepersons. What's
needed from Anarchists and
OR 1s thoughtful and critical
analysis applied directly to
militant Revolutionary prac-
tice.

nades thrown) but the PAC
saw it as nothing more than a
‘flash-in-the-pan stunt’ by
Trot groups, such as the
SWP. who have given lip-
service to the Irish struggle
and precious little else.

Not even the most
fervent Republican would
claim that when the British
withdraw from Ireland our
problems will be solved
overnight by the Republican
Movement, but it is the only
movement we have which is
effectively opposing im-
periaiism and a movement IS
only as good as i{s members.

By supporting the Irish re-

~aganda and not become

To dwell on oneself and
one’s close associates to
exclusion of broader disq
sion dooms one to a small
dience. If OR hopes todo ef-
fective Anarchist prop-

it's tending, a gossipy inter-
nal newsletter, it needs to ac-
quire a more analytical, less
self-satisfied, and much
broader perspective (not
ideologically, but themati-
cally). I trust that the aim of
OR is the former and not the
latter. and am enclosing a
contribution in the hope tha .
it may assist you in eventu-
ally achieving that aim. -
That the walls may soon
come tumbling down,
Paul Atlas,

Seattle.

NEW FORMAT

Hello Ode Ropers,

In the long term, the ability
to strike, occupy, and sabot-
' that an anarcho-syn-

st union has, and can

o free prisoners for

le. must weigh heavily
those who theorize
without massbased
‘ation founded on
in principles and n-
val solidarity.
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we have no criticisms of tac-

%

tics, methods, policies. etc.
The Movement welcomes
constructive criticism and .
accepts, unlike some groups,
that it can make mistakes.
Comrades who work with
the Movement do so on the
basis that it is the only major
anti-imperialist force in Ire-
land and contains some of the
most revolutionary elements
whose politics will not be in-
fluenced by critics who form
themselves into miniscule
puritanical groups outside of
the mainstream of resistar
Best wishes for the future
success of Open Road.

Yours in struggle,
JTohn Farrell,
London.

sistance doesn’'t mean that
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Leaving a leafliet signed
“Red Zora, Avenger of the
Oppressed™, a woman broke
into several pornography and
sex shops in Germany to
steal more than $50,000.00
worth of stock.

Women across the United
States succeeded in stopping
showings of the film The
Story of O (The film depicts
the sexual degradation and
physical torture of women).
by using tactics such as bomb
threats, guerilla theatre,
leafletting, and chanting in
the theatres.

In Perth. Australia,
feminists appropriated
copies of pornography films
from a local porn theatre.
Charges against five
women who were picked up
postering and spraypainting
local porn theatres and shops
in Denver, Colorado, were
eventually dropped.

ROLLING STONES

In the United States
feminists organized a
nation-wide boycott against
Warner Brothers, dis-
tributors of several albums
which have covers depicting
violence against women, in-
cluding the Rolling Stones

lack and Blue album which
pictures a woman beaten

black and blue.

Women in several Cana-
dian cities picketed concerts
given by a Toronto based
male punk rock group calling
itself The Battered Wives . Its
logo was a picture of a fist
imprinted with lipsticked and
bloodied lips. After receiving
much adverse publicity the
group changed its name.
Feminists in California
|picketed stores which were
carrying copies of the latest
Hustler magazine. Hustler,
which claims to have a
monthly readership of seven
million, referred to this issue
as an “all meat issue”. The
cover picture depicted a
naked woman being shoved
head-first into a meat-
grinder, coming out the other
end as a hamburger.

SMASHED WINDOW

In Rochester, New York,
four women were convicted
and fined for smashing a porn
theatre window where there
was a picture of a woman
being cut up with scissors.
These examples represent
womens’ individual and col-
lective actions against a sec-
tor of the media which sexu-
ally exploits women and
children for profit.

The trend in pornography
consumption is the search for
““stronger stuff’” and the
multi-million dollar industry
has both created and is seek-
ing to fulfill these demands.
No longer are they content to
depict women as sexual ob-
jects, they are now producing
films and magazines which
depict women being beaten,
raped, bound and gagged,
tortured, mutilated and kil-
led. The role for the reader as
aggressor has always been at
least implicitin pornography,
but his role is now being ex-
panded to include sadist. In

much of the recently pro-
duced pornographic mate-
nals. sex and violence have
become synonomous. The
culmination of this trend has
been the advent of ‘“snuff
films’, films which depict the
systematic torture, murder
and mutilation of women—
distributors have claimed
that these are films of actual
murders.

The women’'s movement
has a proven record of or-
ganizing around the
symptoms of woman-
hatred—many cities and
towns in Europe and North
America have feminist rape
crisis lines and transition
houses for battered women.
It seems that the experience
of working in this area has
precipitated the anger and
frustration that is motivating
women to strike out at the
cause of this abuse. This re-
sulted in developing an
analysis of rape and it be-
came clear that pornography
both condones and rein-

consequent violence against
women. The correlation be-

feminists break the bonds

tween the medium and the Sl

action becomes clear:
Playboy and its ‘soft porn’
counterparts legitimize the
objectification and sexploita-
tion of women; bondage
magazines legitimize the cor-
responding act of rape; and
‘'snuff films® legitimize the
torture and murder of wo-
men.

HATE LITERATURE

Feminists battling pornog-
raphy have come under harsh
criticism from those who up-
hold the traditional liberta-
rian anti-censorship position.
Clearly. many do not recog-
nize that pornography is hate
literature, that it does not
provide harmless titillation
but is, in itself, an institution
which defines and sells
women-hatred. The images
in our media become
reality—libertarians have
long opposed degrading
depictions of racial and
minority groups, but recoil
from taking a position
against an industry which
profits from encouraging
the violent abasement of
‘women.

Feminists have developed

OnAPH Y
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new definitions of pornog-
raphy which clarify the dis-
tinction between traditional
obscenity and pornography.
Obscenity was defined as the
depiction of anything of a
sexual nature that was an af-
front to religion—this ig-
nored the plight of its vic-
tims. Now feminists define
pornography as ‘‘sexual
material depicting or sup-
porting violent or coercive or
non-consensual acts where
an imbalance of power is im-
plied or explicit in such a way
as to endorse/recommend the
behaviour.”™ It is thus the
coercive, violent elements of
the material which define

July 1979
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the border of pornography
and erotica, although it must
be acknowledged that non-
coercive images of sex are
extremely rare in a sexist soc-
iety.

DIRECT ACTION

The direct action tactics
listed above have been de-
veloped as an alternative to
seeking legal change through
government channels.
Feminists acknowledge that
the state has a vested interest
In protecting this profitable
industry, and that any legisla-
tive changes would simply
serve to put more control of
the media in the hands of the

state. This control would not
be exercised to protect wo-
men, but to appease right-
wing repressive elements and
to maintain the oppression of
women, an €economic neces-
sity in the age of capitalism.
Women are thus organiz-
ing with slogans such as
“Pornography IS the
theory—rape is the practice™
and "“no more profits off wo-
men’s bodies™ to attack the
industry directly. Their vari-
ous tactics have included:

I) slashing and stickering
pornographic record
covers

2) bricks through windows
of porn shops

3) circulating photographs
of porn shop patrons

4) exposing porn shop
owners by leafletting
their neighbourhoods

5) stink-bombing theatres

6) epoxy resinindoorlocks
of porn shops and
theatres

7) defacing billboards and
other advertisements

These actions and other
actions like them imply a
strategy aimed at hitting the
industry where it hurts—in
its profit margin.

This issue of OR was pro-
duced by a collective of eight
women who came together
specifically to put out a wo-
men’s issue. Our purpose
was threefold—to learn skills
for the future, to emphasize
the feminism in anarchism
and the anarchism in
feminism, and to produce the
first widely distributed inter-
national anarcha-feminist
paper. Three of us have
worked on previous issues
with the ongoing collective.
Some of us have written arti-
cles for OR or worked on
production. We all identify as

anarcha-feminists and bring
that perspective to this issue.

As a collective we discus-
sed the content of the paper
at length. We have included a
balance of news articles and
opinion pieces as well as
some innovations in style.
We reached immediate con-
SEnsus on most subjects;
ones we found more con-
troversial (for example,
Spirituality) involved hours
of discussion, some of it pain-
ful. We decided not to in-
clude one good, comprehen-
sive article on alternative
therapy because of space

limitation.

We all wrote, edited, and
rewrote, as well as doing lay-
out. The exception is the
children’s page which they
themselves produced al-
though an adult did the lay-
out. Two women in the col-
lective typeset the paper.

Getting out this issue has
been difficult at times. We
have had varying experience
with writing and production
and found it hard to create a
process that worked for all of
us. Different time commit-
ments, jobs (especially),
meant a lack of continuity for
some women, and others
who were initially interested
in working on the paper did
not stay involved. This made
it difficult to maintain our
original conception of what

we could do. As well. there
Were varying opinions as to
how much we should main-
tain the traditional OR con-
tent, format and commit-
ments.

A collective with a dead-
line has a hard time focusing
on process and we found it
difficult to pay as much atten-
tion to feelings as we would

We will send Open Road to anyone
who requests it.

We have no subscription rates
and depend on readers’ donations.
Address all requests.
correspondance, and contributions to:
The Open Road
Box 6135, Station G
Vancouver, B.C. V6R 4G5 Canada

have ideally preferred. How-
ever, the group has become
more cohesive as the pace
accelerates; as we approach
press time we are working
well together.

We will be evaluating this
Issue, contents and process
on August I, 1979. We want
and need your feedback.
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Bd Germany

still n

Proll.
all-male prison in London,
England, recently lost an 1m-
portant round in her battle to
Ger-

Astrid an

avoid extradition to
many to stand trial for alleged
involvement in Red Army
Fracuon activities. On
Tuesday May 8th a High
Court Judge in London re-
fused to give a formal decla-
ration to say that her mar-
riage to Robin Puttick, in
1975, is valid. This means
that her application for
British Citizenship, on the
basis of her marriage, 1s also
in danger of being refused.

This news comes at the
same time as six members of
an urban guerilla group, June
2nd Movement, are on a
hunger strike in Germany
demanding “‘prison condi-
tions which can allow us to
survive .

DEAD UNIT CELLS

One particular target of the
hunger strikers are the ‘dead
unit” cells. lit with glaring
neon lights They are acousti-
cally isolated concrete bun-
kers, with fixed armoured
glass windows, concrete
floors and screwed down fur-
niture fittings designed. say
the prisoners, to break them
psychologically.

Prisoners charged with
being members of urban
guerilla “ groups or ‘as-
sociates’ of such groups are
selected by the prison au-
thorities for especially cruel
treatment. Solitary confine-
ment is very usual, as well as

constant surveillance, strip-
searches and intimidation.

It was precisely this kind
of treatment that led Astnd
Proll to escape Germany
while on bail in 1974. She was
in solitary confinement for
four months, and said she
feared for her physical and
mental health. Now it seems
likely that she will be sent
back to face the same situa-
tion.

MORE LAWS

In fact, since she was last
there in 1974, even more rep-
ressive measures have been
brought in—laws practically
criminalizing any kind of
left-wing activity or support,
including particular laws re-
lating to defence lawyers—
that could well effect any trial
that Astrid might be facing.

Klaus Croissant, the
lawyer who acted on behalf
of several members of the
Red Army Fraction, has re-
cently been sentenced to two
years in prison and a four-
year ban practising as a
lawyer for “‘having known
that the RAF detainees were
maintaining, whilst in prison,
a criminal association
through which guerilla ac-
tions were prepared. . .~
Croissant, along with a
number of other defence
lawyers, were vocal advo-
cates for the RAF members
during their trials and spoke
out against the conditions
under which they were held.
As a result of this, several
laws have been passed se-

NQ RETURN TO
JSON TORTURE
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verely restricting the free-
dom of defence lawyers. For
example, according to the
Code of Criminal Procedure,
no defence lawyer can act on
behalf of several defendents
at once: the trial and sentenc-
ing of defendants can take
place in their absence: no de-
fence lawyers are permitted
to make “‘political state-
ments” in open courts; de-
fence councils can be
excluded from court pro-
ceedings and the Contact
Ban Law excludes prisoners
from all contact, including
lawyers for up to 30 days.
Other legislation intro-
duced at about the same
time. between 1975 and 1976.

A rally to support the Kyritses’

Greece

Arrests

On March 21, a meeting of
12,000 took place in Athens
in solidarity with the impris-
oned anarchists Philippos
and Sophia Kyritses who
were condemned to nine and
six years respectively for al-
leged possession of molotov
‘cocktails’. They have been
in jail since March 1978. The
week before the Greek Parli-
ament passed and voted a
particularly harsh anti-
“terrorist”
used against the Kyritses™ to
be “an example to avoid.”
They have both been on
hunger strikes twice in pro-

Bill which was:

test against the unreasonable
sentence.

During the same period,
practically a pogrom was
launched against the Greek
anarchists including con-
tinual harassment, house
searching and twenty arrests.
This was the second wave of
repression since October 18,
1977, when many anarchists
were arrested and impris-
oned for no reason. The hys-
terical anti-anarchist witch
hunt launched by the press,
politicians and the State,
like in other countries, never
gained public sympathy or
found a positive response on
the part of Greek citizens.

The Kyritses' solidarity
meeting was organized by a
committee re-grouped for
this purpose. Despite the
harshly unfriendly condi-
tions, they succeeded in post-
ing several different well
printed posters throughout
the city.

DEMO

At the end of the demonst-
ration some people clashed
with the police, breaking
store windows. One hundred
arrests were made. The fol-
lowing day another demo
took place and more arrests
were made. Four supporters
were sentenced to between
24 and 32 years. They have
appealed but in the meantime
they sit in jail.

(For more information
from Greece write: Diethnis
Bibliothiki, Delphon 2,
Athina T.T. 144, Greece.)

Astrid Proll fights to stay in Britain

makes it a criminal offence to
participate in, support in any
way, campaign for, orgoto a
spontaneous meeting for,
any activity which i1s re-
garded as ‘‘against the
Constitution”—in fact. long
prison sentences can be 1m-
posed for an offence de-
scribed as such.

In addition to this, Ger-
many has ordered the extrad-
ition of a number of its ‘citi-
zens' from other countries.

Sweden

Squatting

Two hundred and fifty riot
police with horses. dogs.
chain-saws and axes were
used to empty a four week
old giant squat. called Jaer-
net, in Sweden on March 6th.
The eviction took place only
a few days after rejection of
the occupants’ final appeal
against demolition of the pri-
vately owned apartment
block, and fifty squatters face
charges of gross arbitrary
conduct. It seems to be a
reaction by the authorities to
the success and support of
another previous squat in
Stockholm, called
Mulvaden—a mass squat
that lasted for 10 months and
took two and a half days for
the police to bust. Mulvaden
consequently gained massive
publicity and generated a
great deal of street activity in
Stockholm—including ‘paint
brigades’ and also a guerilla
theatre group—that toured
Southern Sweden with Mul-
vaden’'s Mass Street Opera
and played at another well
known squat in Denmark—
Christiana, as well as having
a showing on Swedish televi-
sion.

The swoop on Jaernet
looks like an attempt by the
authorities to crush the grow-
ing militancy of tenants, and
prevent another Mulvaden.
Squatting in Sweden is il-
legal and when Mulvaden
was squatted the municipal
government called on the
police to evict. The police

Apart from Astrid Proll in
England. there is also Knis-

tina Berster in North
America (who was a member
of a radical therapy group in
Germany in 1971, some of
whose members ““may™ later
have joined the Red Army
Fraction), Gabriel Winter in
France and several others.
The question of extradi-
tion brings to light the co-

continued on p.13

(the ‘Comrade Club’) re-
fused. The Mulvaden block
was squatted in the first place
because the owners wanted
to re-develop it, claiming the
foundations of the houses
were unsafe. But the squat-
ters countered that this was
merely an excuse to pull
down the houses and build
more lucrative ones instead.
In fact, they called in sym-
pathetic professionals wheo
conducted a survey which
concluded that the houses
could be renovated without

necessitating higher rents. |

Mulvaden was eventually

evicted by the police—when H

three hundred of them sur-

rounded the squat. When the |

squatters refused to go they

were ‘persuaded’ by police |

sticks.

The story in Sweden is
merely one of many through-
out Europe where people
have attempted to move into

apartment blocks that have |

been left empty by property
speculators.

In London, England, even
though squatting was offi-
cially made illegal more than

——

a year ago with the Criminal ‘

Trespass Act, there are still |

an estimated 40,000 to 50,000 |

squatters.

Squatting in England has
been widespread since the
sixties and has succeeded in
gaining an element of ‘re-
spectability’ and recognition.
One womens’ centre now in
existence in North
London—a beautiful large
house with a garden—was
originally squatted by a

continued on p.13 |

N Sce France article page 15 _>
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by Tess Derbyfield

Laundry workers at the
Atomic Weapons Research
Establishment at Aldermas-
ton, England, were not re-
quired by law to be moni-
tored regularly for radioac-
tivity. That is, not until last
August, when three women
who worked in the laundry
showed plutonium contami-
nation of the lungs.

Dangers to the health of
working women are only be-
ginning to be documented.
The Women and Hazards
group (9, Poland St., London
W.l.) suggests that the
reason it took so long to rec-
ognize asbestos as a Kkiller
was because it was women in
the textile mills who worked
with it and statistics on work-
ing women were not col-
lected.

JOB GHETTOS

Though approaching 50%
of the workforce, most
women still work in largely
unorganized female job ghet-
Los.

Traditionally, men have
held the more obviously
dangerous jobs, such as in the
mining and construction in-
dustries. However, in fac-
tories, offices, restaurants,
and retail shops, as agricul-
tural, domestic and hospital
workers, women risk disease
and injury from exposure to
noise, dust, fumes, heat,

stress, vibration, radiation,
and poisonous chemicals.

For example, no-one sus-
pected that the typists’ indis-
pensable correcting fluid
could be responsible for
headaches, nausea, and
fatigue until its major ingre-
dient, trichleroethylene,
turned out to be toxic in
studies of other chemical
solvents.

Further hidden from view
are women who work at
home doing housework and
taking care of children. In
addition to the inevitable
back problems and exposure
to toxic cleaning chemicals,
women washing men's con-
taminated overalls have been
known to contract asbestos
and beryllium poisoning. For
women who work a double
day, there is double the stress
and exhaustion.

SPECIAL DANGERS

Women's reproductive
capacity makes us especially
vulnerable in the workplace.
To the list of 30,000 chemi-
cals in commercial produc-
tion a thousand are added
every year. Only a few
hundred have been tested
adequately for safety to life,
and far fewer for the dangers
they present to a fetus orto a
woman's fertility. Research
in Eastern Europe has shown
that pregnant women work-
ing in the plastics industry
and exposed to formal-
dehyde are atrisk. In ltaly. a
state commission found that
a scandalous 20% of pottery
workers had aborted or pre-
maturely given birth. Many
birth defects are very proba-
bly related 10 exposure to

chemicals, (experts say).
Women have long been ac-

tive in the fight for a healthy
workplace. In 1888, the
Matchgirls® Strike in London
drew attention to the plight of

-
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WOMEN'’S OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS

NG FOR WORK

women (working with white
phospherous) who con-
tracted necrosis, a terrible
bone disease .

Today many feminists
have taken up the struggle
which brings us up against
many of our traditional
enemies, Sexist union lead-
ership which neither recog-
nizes nor represents wo-
men’s health concerns has
spurred independent actions
such as the production of in-
formation pamphlets about
Job hazards. The belief that
any job is better than none,
even if it is dangerous, is pre-
valent in these times of un-
employment. Insecurity fos-
ters competitiveness and
women have found that a
strong presence on health
and safety committees helps
build trust in organizing
around common experi-
ences.

BOSSES OBSTRUCT

The biggest obstacle, of
course, is the employer who
will stop at nothing to protect
profits. A worker in the oc-
cupational health movement
explains “it's always cheaper
to hire a new worker to re-
place one who's sick than it is
to clean up the workplace so
anyone can work safely
there.”

So-called *‘protective”
legislati®h in the USA and
England is reinforcing a sinis-
ter development in industry's
response to a growing wo-
men’s consciousness around
workplace safety.

Women are being forced
out of jobs, particularly in the
petro-chemical, heavy metal
manufacturing and laborat-
ory areas where dangers to
pregnancy or fertility are
known to exist. It began a
few years ago at a General
Motors lead battery plant in
Oshawa, Canada, when
women working with lead
were given the choice of
sterthization or the loss of
their jobs. Dow, Esso, and
Dupont followed suit in what
Is clearly an assault on
women in “‘non-female”
jobs. No similar “concern”

Women workers in a fish processing plant

has been expressed for
women hospital workers who
are exposed daily to count-
less chemicals, drugs and
diseases since that industry
depends on a predominantly
female workforce.

Nine women automotive
workers in Michigan are
suing General Motors and

Ford over discrimination
against pregnant women who
must maintain heavy work-
loads or be declared medi-

cally unfit to work. The
women argue that pregnancy
should be awarded the same
benefits (time off) and work-

load consideration as other
temporary disabilities.

Other workplace strat-
egies include training in
spotting hazards and learning
to use and develop resources
for testing noise and stress

levels, chemical contamina-
tion and so on.
Consciousness-raising is
an integral part of the process
as women are beginning to
bring a commitment to the

to Women,”" by

improvement of the quality
of life into our challenge of the
profit-hungry marketplace.
(See: Spare Rib, January
“Occupational Hazards
Anne

George, Box 1541, Station B,
Ottawa, Ontario KIP 5RS.
“Womens Work. Womens
Health: by  Jean
Stellman.)

X ;:l‘hey Praif‘puwertcoteh mdm
; _in finest bars of best
~ in Manila, Bangh Wpumsooul

‘l‘ll.h

Hen in umnmm veu.
:r%ﬂ sodbﬁlhmd"_ 2

muﬁﬁrﬂhm @r dorm room:
‘bunks,

mﬁmmd boxes.
At dawn go stand in the factory,
boss pushes ever harder,

comhomaniym
ready to be washed,
,mngwtf«tomunorrow,
money for some noodles,
time for some washing.

Yankee firms seek labor cheap
You are

cheap.

If you protest, you are communist
go to jail

If your price rises, firms run

for cheaper havens

Men in their linen suits

rule you from far away.

You Maria, in the Bataan Export Processing Zone,
you put hair in the heads of Barbie dolls,

get searched by police.

No longer lush home for farmers and fishers,
now safe for foreign investment

You are a piece of cheap labor

Take home $1.30 a day.

You miss your parents, your farm,

~ the rice, tomatoes, squash,

 you aretoo busy

- to remember you're sweet sixteen,
oamlng 31.30 aday.

You Lin ln Talwan electronic factory

wire thn future circuits,

bombs and memory, navigation and control
You make the infarmation revolution

as you M nearsighted.

You squint through imporlad microscopes,
- use tiny tweezers,

wire wafers of surveillance,

use Dow cleanser, in Engush

it reads, “vapors may be fatal.”

You Lucra, Korean textile worker,
you breathe cotton fibers, get sick,
faint from heat, go to bed hungry,
begin to organize.

Stronger and stronger grows your union,
stronger yet the attack,

dragged by the hair,

smeared with buckets of shit,

beaten and clubbed,

you keep singing your union song,

tell the world

you too are human beings.

You are fired,

government union sends a letter
to all factories:

“don’t give them jobs,

they make trouble.”

You keep telling your story,

you are arrested,

jailed with your sisters.

We too must remember,
you are human beings
young grils with dreams
women with dignity
craving to gain
control of your lives.
by Rebecca Cantwell
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On May 9th. anarchist

| prisoner, Carl Harp. to-

| gether with two other prison-

|
i

|

| ers. seized the classihication
y and parole building, taking 10
t hostages at Walla Walla
prison Washington, In a lei
ter to OR Carl- Harp
.:-' ..‘.. r [ t b [‘,I A N
1‘-\'.! er the treat
::HL"'?' nd condittons m this
pPrison. We held the "“'\Il.ldill‘:‘.
| for 12 hours non-violently
| with the total support of the
prison population. Oveir 250
prisoners | efused to leave the
| _\Lll'\.t 1O Keep our action non
violent. For 12 hours. includ-
ing an hour on camera, we
| talked with the media about
everything in this prison from
| over-crowding to secrel files,
| the beatings and silent beels.

We surrendered May 10th at
about | a.m. and no-one was
hurt.”

IN SOLITARY

He and the other prisoners
are now in solitary coafine-
ment. His letter continues.
* Please help us brothers and
sisters or they are going to
kill us here and nothing will
be done about the treatment
and conditions here. . .Pris-
oners have sworn revenge if
we are hurt or killed. . .We
are proud of May 9th, proud
that we did it and did 1t so
well—help us to make it
work— make our lives
worthwhile. our sacrifice
count. . .we did what we did
because we care for human
rights because we care for
everyone—you care for us.”

(Contact: Carl Harp, P.O.
Box 520. Walla Walla, WA..
99362 U.S.A))

Phil

Phil Ruff, an anarchist
prisoner in England, has
been held for 200 days in sol-
itary confinement in Durham
Jail, with ""no indication that
this situation is going to
change™ according to one re-
port from Rising Free. On 5th
October ‘78 he was one of the
scores of prisoners who took
over Gartree Prison in pro-
test about the forced drug-
ging carried out there by the
prison doctor. Those in-
volved in the protest lost up
to 15 months remission. Phil
losing 70 days. All have suf-
fered victimization since the
protest.

(Those wishing to write
contact: Rising Free, 182

Upper Street, Islington,
London N1)

- Solitary pu:

; SR

&

Prisoners’ rights activists
from Vancouver, Canada,
Betsy Wood and Gay Hoon,
were acquitted in February
of this year on charges of aid-
ing a prison break (maximum
five years) and damaging a
prison (maximum fourteen
years). After having previ-
ously been acquitted at a pre-
liminary trial last year, they
received a writ from the
Attorney-General, renewing
the charges.

In a six-week long trial,
Betsy Wood defending her-
self, with the help of a de-

International Women’s Day parade, Vancouver 1979

One step forward
Wood and Hoon acquitted

ment (described by the Fed-
eral Court of Canada as

fence committee working
day and night, succeeded In
exposing some of the difficul-
ties people who wish to de-
fend themselves face. Betsy
and Gay were luckier than
most, in that they had friends
in the community who raised
their $40,000 bail, to enable
them to prepare for their
trial. Betsy also managed, as
she claimed she would, to put
the prison authorities and
police ‘on trial’. She said in
court that the B.C. Peniten-
tiary, responsible for putting
people in solitary confine-

“*cruel and unusual”
punishment), for “years and
years and years’’, was to
blame for the somewhat de-
sperate escape attempt and
subsequent hostage-taking
last January 1977. After
Betsy and Gay, themselves
hostages, were charged.

POLICE BIAS

She also succeeded in turn-
ing the prosecutions’ evi-
dence on its head, revealing
the bias of the police evi-

YVONNE WANROW

FREE

Yvonne Wanrow

Yvonne Wanrow, (see OR
issue 9). after being brought
before the courts on the pro-
secution’s appeal retrial this
May, has finished her seven
yearordeal .She was charged
with murder, after shooting a
drunken attacker who had al-
ready molested a seven year
old child.

She pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge of
second degree manslaughter
and was handed a five year
probation with a stipulation
that she must do community
service work. most likely in
her native community. After
a previous acquittal, given on
the grounds that the jury
should have been instructed
to consider Yvonne's actions
from the perspective of a
woman under attack, it is
only half a victory when a
guilty plea is given to any
charge that should never
have existed.

dence against them, because
of their work in the prison
movement. One of the pro-
secution witnesses, a prison
guard at the B.C. Pen., now
faces perjury charges.

Three prisoners, Andy
Bruce, Steve Hall and Ralph
Saumer, involved in the es-
cape attempt and subsequent
hostage-taking, testified for
the defence at the trial, claim-
ing that they had organised
the escape attempt without
the help of Betsy or Gay.
One of them, Steve Hall, is
serving a life sentence for in-
juring a guard during the in-
cident. Betsy and Gay had
been originally charged with
attempted murder for the
same incident but the charge

was dropped just before the™

trial began.

The prisoners have now
been transferred hundreds of
miles away from their
families and friends in British
Columbia to another

maximum security unit in
Millhaven, Ontario; whilst

Betsy and Gay continue their
work in the prison movement

with their usual determina-

tion. _

™

(For further details on the
trial see the article on self-
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defence in the prison sup-

plement attached, or contact:

The Solitary Conﬁnemenf 1
-
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Abolition Project (SCAP),
Box 758, Station A, Van-
couver, B.C., Canada.)

-
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State Slaps
SORWUC

A Canadian court slam-
med a two-week injunction
against picketing at Muc-
kamuck restaurant in British
Columbia, recently, where
workers have been on strike
for over a year for a first con-
tract. SORWUC (Service,
Office and Retail Workers
Union of Canada) was
served with the injunction
three hours before they had
to appear in court and given
no chance to rebut the
charges of the strike-
breaking manager who tes-

LATIN: Proletarius

In ancient Rome, a citizen of the lowest
class, without property and regarded as cap-
able of serving the state only by having chil:

dren.

=
tified that the picket line was
potentially violent. Suppor-
ters vowed to fight the injunc-
tion, the first in decades to
completely prohibit picket-i?

ing in a legal strike. Less than “_".
a week after the injunction

came down, the supporters
of the union had forced the
courts to lift it. They are still
determined to force the own-

ers to negotiate with the
workers, who are amongst
the 98% of restaurant work-
ers unorganized in Canada.
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Woman-HatingRitual

The recently published
Hosken Report shows thatt
genital mutilation is not only
wide spread throughout cent-
ral Africa but thriving. It is
estimated that there are 30
million women affected in an
area stretching from Egypt
and Ethiopia on the Red Sea
coast; Kenya and Tanzania
on the east, to Senegal and
Mauritania in the west. The

report exposes the fact that
organizations such as the
World Health Organization,
UNICEF and Planned
Parenthood have been sitting
on detailed evidence since
1957. Justifying this silence,
they say they cannot inter-
fere with tnibal customs and
that they need to be invited in
by the specific countries in-
volved. WHO maintains that
these customs are ‘dying
out’, but the Hosken Report
shows that they are actually
increasing. Modernization
and industrialization have
worsened the problem.

Western style hospitals and
doctors are more than willing

Revolting
inlran

___lranian feminist

to perform the operations at
great profit to themselves.

POLYGAMY

It is widely believed in
these countries that excision
IS necessary to ‘preserve the
family’, and to prevent
women from becoming
‘wild’, with no control over
their sexuality. A direct cor-
relation has been made bet-
ween genital mutilation and
polygamy, which is still prac-
ticed in much of Africa, since
*how can a man satisfy all his
wives. It would ruin his
health’.

The two most extreme
forms of mutilation are
clitoridectomies and infibula-
tion. The first, by far the
most common, is the cutting
away of the clitoris and
sometimes the labia minora.
Infibulation is the removal of
the entire external genitalia;
the vulva is scraped raw and
stitched back together leav-
ing a tiny opening for urine to
pass. The operation is often
performed under conditions

that cause severe infection
and death:; accidents fre-
quently occur in the child’s
struggle to escape her tor-
mentors.

Genital mutilation is prac-
ticed by members of all relig-
ions, including Catholics,
Protestants, Moslems,
Aminists, Copts and even
the Fellasha, an ancient
Jewish sect living in the high-
lands of Ethiopia. Female
circumcision was known in
ancient Egypt, was reported
by the Romans, and has
existed in different parts of
Africa and Arabia for
thousands of years. In the
sixteenth century Jesuits
who came to convert the
Abyssinians discovered and
forbade the practice. But
since no man would marry a
girl that was not excised.
conversions stopped. The
Pope then sent a  medical
mission which promptly
found the operation was
‘necessary for medical
reasons’. Since then all
Catholic missions permit the

Women

Feminists are being called
upon to support and protect
Iranian women. 20.000
women demonstrated for the
first time in history in open
insurrection against Islam on
International Women's Day.
Kate Millet was in Iran dur-
ing the mass demonstrations
and witnessed the repression
of women who were heckled.
stoned and attacked as they
marched. Millet was herself
imprisoned for 24 hours be-
fore she was summarily de-
ported.

She describes the situation
of Iranian women as tragi-
cally oppressive, their social
and economic survival is
being assaulted by the en-
forcement of repressive prac-
tices. Although Khomeini al-
legedly recanted his original
order that women wear the
veiled ‘“‘chador”™ many
women workers are being
fired who wear modern clo-
thing. And in a country
where gay men are being
executed under cover of
being homosexual rapists,
lesbians are in particular
danger.

Iranian feminists have or-
ganized The Committee for
Women's Rights. Their most
pressing concern is to get out
a newspaper. The Circle for
Support for Iranian Women
is being organized in North
America to publicize and
support them. (Write Circle
of Support, 59 east 4th St,
third floor, N.Y.C., 10003,
U.S.A)).

Iranian feminists in Lon-
don have organized an Ira-
nian Women’s Solidarity
Group (c/0 45 North St.,
London SW4) to counteract
the distorted image pre-
sented by the media of the
position of Iranian women
and their struggle.

operations to be performed
on the daughters of their
converts.

Like the past practices of
foot-binding in China and
suttee (burning of widows) in
India, genital mutilation is an
extreme form of violence
against women and must be
stopped. While supporting
the rich and varied qualities
of their culture, African
women are beginning 1o op-
pose this brutal practice.
They call for a campaign to
be mounted ““against the evil
that impairs the health of our
women and puts their lives in
danger as well as the lives of
their children.™
(write, to Fran P. Hosken at
Women’s International
Network News. [87 Grant
St. Lexington, Ma. 02173
U.S.A)

Bordering
on

Anarchy

Twelve Canadians were
refused entry to the US
recently—while en route to
an anarchist conference in
Ypsilanti, Michigan. Eleven
of them were charged with
being anarchists and one per
son was charged with “moral
terpitude™. They were held
in custody for six hours while
computer information on
them was sent from Canada.
Information was sent about
those who had never even
been previously arrested.
They were all interrogated
and fingerprinted against
their will by US immigration
officials, acting apparently
under the Alien Anarchist
Law that dates back to the
early part of the century.

On May 7th, a hearing be-
fore a US immigration Judge
was indefinitely postponed,
but all twelve are temporarily
excluded from the US.

Meanwhile, those amongst
them who are not in fact
anarchists have sent a letter
to the immigration au-
thorities demanding a hear-
ing and claiming that they
were unfairly arrested.

The others are claiming
that the action against them
contravenes the Helsinki
Accord of 1975, which the
US has signed. This states
that any country signing it
“would allow free flow of]
persons and ideas among na-
tions’.

Despite the arrests, how-
ever, the conference went on
and as one of the arrested
said “we were in constant
telephone communication
and five US delegates joined
us in Canada" adding, “‘the
conference went very well
and was more productive
than previous meetings."

They urge supporters to
write to President Carter and
US delegate Andrew Young
to protest this contravention
of the Helsinki Accord.

The Maximum Security Unit at Alderson. West Virginia
(the Federal Prison for Women). has finally closed down
January 1979 after the Federal Bureau of Prisons announced
its closure for November 1978. Rita Brown, member of the
Seattle-based George Jackson Brigade, was released into
general population there along with two others. The only
black woman, Assata Shakur (Black Liberation Army
member) remained alone in the unit after their release. In
response to pressure from her supporters, the authorities
have taken her out of the Alderson unit and moved her into
segregation at a men's penitentiary in New Jersey state.

n* Kk ok &

A 15-year-old black youth has been found guilty by jury of
‘voluntary manslaughter’ and of "using a handgun in the
commission of a crime of violence™ at Prince George.
Southern Maryland. Terence Johnson was arrested in con-
nection with a laundromat robbery as a suspect. In the
police station he was subjected to brutal racial prejudice—
one cop told him ** Nigger, | could break your httle neck™.
Terence had heard stories of black people being killed by
police without provocation, in fact someone he knew was
suspected of being killed in this way. When he was taken
into a cell with the same cop that had threatened him he
panicked. grabbed the cop’s gun and it went off Killing the
cop. Running out of the cell he ran into another cop who he
shot also. He now faces 25 years for manslaughter (because
there were four black people on the jury he luckily escaped a
murder charge), and will also face the kind of brutality and
prejudice that put him 1n prison in the first place.

(Contact: Coalition to Free Terence Johnson, Pr-
ince George Cou nity. Washington DA

* h Kk &

On January 5th, a Federal District judge in Virginia
awarded prisoner Henry Tucker $518.000 damages for ir-
repairable physical damage done to him while he was im-
prisoned in the Virginia State Penitentiary. according to
Anarchist Black Dragon (a paper put out by prisoners at
Walla Walla prison, Washington). Tucker has lost the use of

his legs completely. and his arms are also paralyzed. as a
result of being given massive doses of the drug Prolixin, to
which Tucker had a severe neurological reaction. He was

given the drug according to prison officials to “pacify’ hin
after he had been denied parole. He was immobolized for six
months, during which time he was so badly neglected by
p:‘imn doctors that he dey t‘|0[1C\.[ maggot infected bed sores
Later his hip joints had to be removed as aresult of infection

According to Black Dragon, the award was so high to
prevent the prison authorities being embarrassed by a jury
trial, which it is believed would have turned into a political
forum resulting in a defeat for the authorities.

L B 2

Gene Wilson, a prisoner at Menard lllinois, is looking for
a publisher for his book which he says is **strong on facts, of
corruption in government of USA and on the total denial of
human rights™. he claims to have been incarcerated for nine
years “‘for a crime | never committed”. Anyone interested
please contact Gene Wilson: 01078, Box 711, Menard. II-
linois, 62259 U.S.A.

Quick up-dates: Jake Prescott, former member of the
Angry Brigade in England, was released from Dartmoor
prison on February 2ist. He had spent eight years inside
altogether. . .Leonard Peltier, of the American Indian
Movement (AIM) was recently transferred from Marion
prison, Illinois to a prison in New England,
U.S.A. . .Tommy Lackey, prisoner from B.C. Canada,
whose eye was shot out by guards during an escape attempt
last year, has recently dismissed his lawyer and decided to
defend himself. His trial has been postponed until
November.

* ok & X

Iris Mills, one of the anarchists arrested on ‘conspiracy to
cause explosive charges’ in England, has now been released
on bail, together with three of the others supported by the
Persons Unknown group, set up during a wave of raids and
arrests of anarchists last year said to be a part of a move by
the Anti-Terrorist squad to justify their existence and find
grounds to increase their forces. Ronan Bennet, arrested
with Iris, is still being kept in Brixton Prison on the grounds
that he does not have ‘ties with the community'. it is be-
lieved by some that this discrimination against Ronan is
because he is Irish. For further informafion contact Persons
Unknown c/o 182, Upper Islington, London N.I
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by Elaine Leeder

For the last four years |
have called myself an
Anarcha-Feminist. | have
participated in Anarcha-
feminist groups, meetings
and conferences and have
taught courses in small group
process. Through my experi-
ence | have come to realize
that the interaction in an all
womens' groups has an unique
flavour and style and that this
is particularly true of feminist
groups. This style has been

called the ““mosaic” process.
It contrasts with traditional
“linear™ thinking that has
pervaded human interactions
in this society. The charac-
teristics of competition and
hierarchy are integral to a
Capitalist system. Linear,
logical arguments are used in
discussions to perpetuate the
values of this system. Linear
thinking is done to substan-
tiate or to argue a hypothesis.
Womens’ values of coopera-
tion, emotion, and intuition
have been given little cre-
dence in this type of thinking.
The mosaic pattern that
women use includes a sup-
portive structure with con-
siderably less competition.
This style uses anecdotal
material, encourages the in-
terjection of comments into

conversation, accepts emo-
tional data as a legitimate
part of intellectual discus-
sions, uses narratives,
paraphrases, shifts direc-
tions and moves the group
together toward a mutual
search for understanding. It
IS an organic process, non-
hierarchical and non-
competitive. It could in fact

be called Anarchist because
the values of leaderlessness,
lack of hierarchy, non-
competition and spontaneity
have historically been as-
sociated with the term
Anarchism. They are also
Feminist values. From what
| have seen, this style exists
less frequently in mixed
groups of men and women.
Infact, itrarely evenexists in
mixed groups of Anarchist
men and women. Anarchist
literature is full of documen-
tation of the exploitation by
Anarchist men of the women
in their lives. (e.g. Emma
Goldman and Alexander
Berkman, Nowhere at
Home). My own recent ex-
perience among old-time
Anarchists, and even among
the new breed, substantiates

this statement.
Bearing in mind that
sexism exists within Anarch-
ism, it seems apparent that its
principles and its current
practice, in fact, conflict. Itis
important for Anarchists to
incorporate this ** Feminist
Process™ into their practice
so that ultimately the princi-
ples and the practice of
Anarchism can become one.

POLITICAL HYBRID

There are a number of
Feminists who have realized
the inherent Anarchism in
our process and have begun
working in groups to study
and grow together as
Anarcha-feminists. This
hybrid developed out of the
late sixties when many of us
were involved in male-
dominated, competitive,
hierarchical mass organiza-
tions. At that time (and to
this day in Anarchist litera-
ture) women were told to
work for the larger move-
ment. Instead we formed
small consciousness-raising
groups that dealt with per-
sonal issues of our lives.
These were spontaneous di-
rect action groups organized
for ourselves. They were
much like groups organized
in Spain prior to 1936 and
could be called affinity
groups. These affinity groups

were based on similarities of
interests and had an internal
democracy in which women
would share information and
knowledge. These groups
generally consisted of white
middle-class women who
often for the first time were
placed in a situation in which
they were not in competition
with one another. Third
world and working-class
women were generally not
involved in these groups.
which is also the case today
in Anarcha-feminist groups.
This may be explained by the
fact that these women were
more concerned with survi-
val issues, since they were
exploited as workers and as
minorities.

FEMINIST THEORY

Out of these early begin-
nings a Feminist theory
slowly evolved. Some of us
began to study political
theories in these small groups
and discovered the inherent
Anarchism in our Feminism.
We began to use an Anarchist
analysis to aid in our de-
velopment of theory and
strategy for social change.
We realized that patriarchy
was a male-dominated
hierarchy and that the nuc-
lear family perpetuated that
hierarchy. The family, we
discovered, teaches us to
obey Father, God, Teachers,
Boss and whoever else is
above us (see Peggy Korneg-
ger, Anarchism: The
Feminist Connection). It
teaches us competition, con-
sumerism and isolation as
well as the treatment of each
other in a subject-object rela-
tionship. Nuclear families,
we know now, are the basis
of all hierarchical, authorita-
rian systems. As a result, if
one fights patriarchy one
fights all hierarchies. If we
change the nature of the nuc-
lear family we may begin to
change all forms of leader-
ship, domination and gov-
ernments.

LINEAR THOUGHT

As a result of this form of
thinking, feminists now place
value on other ways of look-
ing at things. No longer must
we see the world through’
linear thought patterns: ra-
tional vs. sensual, mind vs.
body, logic vs. intuition. We
have begun to look at things

ANARCHA-FEMINISM
Moving Together

on a continuum rather than in
dualistic, competitive terms.

If one continues to look at
the world in these terms, it
follows that Anarcha-
feminists do not say that
women should get an equal
share of power. Instead we
say that there should be an
abolition of all power rela-
tionships. We do not want a
woman president. We want
no presidents at all. To us
equal wages for equal work 1s
not a crucial issue. Hierar-
chies and power distribution
IS.

ANARCHISM

Much has been written on
the similarities of Anarchism
and Feminism (e.g. Lynn
Farrow, Feminism as
Anarchism, and Carol Er-
lich, Socialism, Anarchism
and Feminism). In essence
what they all say is that
Feminism and Anarchism
have much in common. Both
encourage spontaneous
change and free association.
Both see the need for mass
movements, not a vanguard.
Both encourage change from
below, not from above.
Anarchism sees the enemy as
the State. Feminism sees the
enemy as Patniarchy.
Anarcha-feminists see them
as the same. Patriarchy is
part and parcel of the State.
We are fighting the same
enemy at different points on
the continuum.

Feminist groups often fol-
low Anarchist principles.
Some of us have articulated
the connection. Others of us
have not. but the form s still
there, whether it is conscious
or not. Our groups are gener-
ally small, and sometimes
these groups form alliances

ideas of revolution.

When conflicts arise
among us attempts are made
by each of us to use self-
discipline and to put ourse-
Ives in the other person’s pos-
ition. | have rarely seen
coercion used in Anarcha-
feminist small groups. In-
stead we share ideas, support
others’ perceptions, disag-
ree, argue and hammer out
our differences. Dissension
is accepted, listened to and
learned from. Sometimes
there is a point that is ob-
jected to, and then a debate
ensues. It is often heard and
understood, because many of
us realize that our conflicts
come from different life ex-
periences. Generally by the
end of a session there has
been conflict resolution. If
not we return next time hav-
ing thought the issue through
further. We then discussitor
leave it as need be. There is
room for dissension because
there is a mutual trust and re-
spect that has grown. This
trust is a difficult quality to
develop in larger groups,
which might explain why we
continually gravitate to smal-
ler ones. We have learned
that communication is cru-
cial, and that thr 1At we
can work diit_on’i‘%%%r%nc_ >
Conflict can and does occur
regularly because we have
seen ourselves work it
through.

SEXISM

Because we see the need to
confront sexism in our daily
lives some of us have seen
the need to confront men
( Anarchist or otherwise) who
do not live in their personal
lives what they preach in
their political lives.

not practice it.

It has been said that women often
practice Anarchism and do not
know it, while some men call
themselves Anarchists and do

to act together with others on
certain issues. This is similar
to the Anarchist concept of
federations. Within the
groups there is an attempt at
rotation of tasks and skill
sharing so that power never
resides with the same person.
According to Anarchist prin-
ciples there is equal access to
all information, and these
groups are voluntary and in-
tentional. The groups are
non-hierarchical, and self-
discipline is crucial. The un-
skilled are urged to take lead-
ership positions, and the in-
digenous leaders translate
their skills to those not as
knowledgeable in certain
areas. We work in these
groups on practising the re-
volution now in our daily
lives. We discuss the im-
mediate experience of op-
pression of power among us
and those with whom we live.
We work on the everyday is-
sues that oppress us, not just
on the theoretical, abstract

“and what our vision is for

Some of us have
worked on restructuring
mixed political organizations
so that intuition, emotion,
spontaneity and other
Feminist principles can be

experienced by people other|

than Feminists. In some of
these mixed groups we have
tried to introduce the con-
sensual decision-making
process that is usually part of
womens’ groups. '}
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It is clear to me from my |

experience with women in
varying groups that the time
has come for Feminists to
make clear and articulate the
Anarchism in our Feminism.
We need to call it by name
and begin to create itas a via-
ble and acceptable alterna-
tive. No longer does the
word ** Anarchism” have to
be whispered. We are livingit}
now in our small groups. The
next step is to let ourselves
and others know who we are,

now and for the ft_lture.
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On March 31, there were
world-wide demonstrations
of solidarity in the struggle
or reproductive freedom. In
18 countries women de-
manded unrestricted access
to abortion and other
nethods of birth control, and
an end to sterilization abuse.

The demos expressed a re-
newal of energy for an old
struggle and a significant
broadening of awareness.
The process of controlling
{the means of reproduction
|has affected women of diffe-
rent classes and races in
ways that have obscured our
common oppression. Some
of us are forced. by restricted
access to abortion and con-
traception, and by a climate
that fosters motherhood as
an inalienable duty. to bear
children against our will.
Others of us have been sys-
tematically and significantly
denied the possibility of hav-
ing children altogether.

What we’ve learned is that
the state manipulates all
women and our potential
children as commodities in
the political power mar-
ketplace.

STOP FORCED STERILIZATION

ALTO A ESTERILIZACION FORZAY

Inl Latin America. under
the guise of controlling popu-
lation growth in order to re-
duce hunger and poverty,
mass sterilization is prom-
oted as the major method of
birth control. In Guatemala,
49% of the family planning
budget goes for sterilization;
in Columbia, 40,000 women
| were sterilized in a two year
|period; in Bolivia, one mill-
{ion women were sterilized
within six years. A common
. practice is to offer small cash
|incentives to the families for
the surgery. US funds for de-
| velopment (AID) to these
; and other countries are tied
|to sterilization programmes
| 'whlch are often operated by

Peace Corps and World
|Health Organization staff.

:ﬁ Organized women in Latin
- |America denounce the prog-
- [rammes whose real goals.
|they say, are to reduce the
number of potentially re-
K __t?)lulionary workers while
maintaining a market for US
 [products and a workforce un-
termpted by childbearing
lr Nd l'eanng
- The genocidal face of
'pulatlon control is trans-
in Puerto Rico where
of the women of
child ing age have been
(_ nllzed Statistics reveal
tin the US 20% of black
married women have been
|sterilized (three times as
|many as white marned wo-
A member of the Native
- |[American Solidarity Com-
|mittee testified that steriliza-
1 has seriously en-
dangered the survival of the
| Native American nation. She

|POPULATION CONTROL

estimates that 19% of the Na-
tive Americans of childbear-
ing age had been sterilized by
1975, many without their
consent or knowledge.
Numbers of cases where
threats to withhold welfare
cheques unless sterilization
takes place, are coming to
light in North America.

COERCION

Itis in the areas of consent
and coercion that major op-
position to sterilization abuse
is being made. Groups such
as the Committee to End
Sterilization Abuse (CESA,
Box A244 Cooper Station,
NY, NY 10003, USA) and
Women Against Steriliza-
tion Abuse (WASA. 3619
Baring St.. Philadelphia, Pa.
19104, USA) have been
primarily responsible for the
US Dept. of Health Educa-
tion and Welfare's develop-
ment of guidelines for sterili-
zation which include consent
forms in the woman’s own
language, a lengthy (up to six
months) waiting period with
counselling. and the stipula-
tion that consent cannot be
obtained while the woman is
in labour.

The other form of popula-
tion control is violent opposi-
tion to demands for unre-
stricted access to abortion by
those women, North Ameri-
can, European and others
who represent the dominant
culture. Some examples are
blatant, such as in Zimbabwe

ABORTION AND STERILIZATION

Keep Your Laws Off My Body”

y 3

where state birth control ser-

vices are limited to black,

people only.

In North America. opposi-
tion to abortion is intensify-
ing. In British Columbia,
women health workers dis-

covered recently that previ-

ously cooperative doctors
were refusing referrals for

“therapeutic™ (i.e. legal)
abortions. In the USA an
abortion clinic in

Hempstead, Long Island
was burned to the ground in

February, the 15th clinic to
be destroyed in the past year.

In addition to this, the 1974
Supreme Court decision,
that made abortion available
to US women, is under seri-
ous attack and state funding
for abortion has been with-
drawn in 39 states in the last
two years. The Civil Rights
Commission has been muz-
zled from producing research
or publishing information in
the area of abortion. Also,
anti-abortion forces have
launched a campaign, gener-

NEW WAYS OF DOING IT

ously assisted by a half mill-
ion dollar grant from the
Catholic Church, for a
Human Rights Amendment,
which would legally define
the fetus as a human being
from conception.

Far from preserving life
(and the status quo) it is esti-
mated that the climate of hys-
terta and legal obstruction
has already caused the
deaths of hundreds of women
from self-induced abortion
and thousands have suffered
from medical complications.

Unions That Work

Recently in Vancouver,
Canada, a battle was waged
which clearly illustrates both
the problems and strengths of
union organizing. The As-
sociated University and Col-
lege Employees Union
I((AUCE) Local 2 decided to
take on the administration of
Simon Fraser University and
the government rather than
settle for a contract which did
not even come close to meet-
ing the current rate of infla-
tion. Since AUCE has a
membership of only 683
workers, mostly women, and
is. not affiliated with any of
the larger traditional labour
bodies, this decision was re-
garded by many as a suicidal
move by the local. Despite
this sentiment, AUCE won
their strike, not necessarily
in terms of their demands.
but in terms of their united
spirit. Instead of relying on
the established union
bureaucracies for strategy,
the union created its own.
Opting for confrontation
rather than co-option the
union blocked off the entr-
ance to the university pre-
venting faculty and students
from attending classes. They
also, in an attempt to address
their isolation as campus
workers, leafletted offices
downtown. Links were made
between the struggles of
workers on campus for a de-
cent contract, students or-
ganizing against university
cut-backs and all office
workers. Women's federa-

tions and organizations,
other independent unions,
students groups and even the
Teaching Support Staff or-
ganization on campus
(TSSU) recognized this as
their struggle and joined the
picket line.

The AUCE strike created
a sense of unity between
workers, students and
women in the battle for free-
dom and control over their
lives. This unity can not be
realized if the structures
created to fight these battles
become so large and
bureaucratic that they pre-
vent dialogue and sharing of
experience.

What becomes increas-
ingly clear is that these links.
if recognized in the past, are
not being made today by the
traditional trade wunion
movement. There has been
no attempt on the part of the
large unions to organize trad-
itional female occupations
such as the clerical or service
industries, nor has there been
solid support for those un-
ions which have developed in
these kinds of work places.
This failure and unwilling-
ness to represent women
with anything but a token
gesture reflects the attitude
that women are transient
workers and therefore are
not to be taken seriously. If
anything, women's partici
pation in the work force and
within unions has been ac-
tively campaigned against by
men threatened with the pos-

sibility of lowered wages and
loss of their jobs. The situa-
tion is becoming more absurd
as the numbers of women en-
tering the work force in-
creases yearly. (60% in-
crease in the last 10 years in
Canada).

VEHICLE OF CHANGE

Unions did originally rep-
resent a powerful vehicle of
change for male workers
since it put them in direct op-
position to the interests of the
state. But, with every gain
made in better working con-
ditions, higher wages and
shorter hours, with every
concession made by the state
in the interests of maintaining
Its own power, the gap bet-
ween worker and owner be-
came less apparent. Unions
were bought off and came to
see power as something to
gain in itself rather than to
use to change society.

This tug of war between
workers acting in their own
interests and union bosses
acting for the state often ex-
presses itself in the blatant
sabotage of rank and file
struggles by the unions. An
example of this was the re-
cent postal strike in Canada
where the postal workers
defied a government order to
return to work after having
been on strike for only two
days. The Canadian Labour
Congress, an umbrella body
representing most Of the
larger Canadian unions, re-
fused to support the strike,

coming out in public against
the union for having defied
the law. The ‘posties’ re-
turned to work a lot wiser
about who to rely on when
the battle is raging.

TRIPARTISM

In Germany, a strong-hold
of tripartism, the recent steel
strike by 1G Metall was
brought to premature end by
the union leadership when it
looked like the membership
was going to vote to stay out
on strike against the recom-
mendation of the executive.
The reason for this sellout
was clear. The government
did not want a precedent set
for other labour disputes and
the union did not want to tar-
nish the image of peaceful
co-existence between labour
and government in Ger-
many.

Once the entrenchment
and co-option of union lead-
ership becomes evident to us
as workers and the impossi-
bility of achieving radical
change for women through
unions becomes clear to us as
feminists, we are left with the
realization that we must
create alternatives for ourse-
Ives. As working feminists
we understand that our fight
is for a complete re-definition
of *work’. Women have al-
ways worked. but that work
has been largely unpaid and
in a society based on monet-
ary exchange this work has
been deemed valueless.
When women do enter the

Forexample, last year 25,000
Mexican women, the major-
ity between 17 and 25. died as
a result of illegal abortions
according to official statis-
tics.

Women are fighting back.
In Turin, Italy, feminists oc-
cupied a gynecological hospi-
tal for a whole week in
November because doctors
were refusing to do abortions
despite the new law permit-
ting them. As a result, the
waiting list was reduced from
180 to 40 during the occupa-
tion.

MILITANT RESPONSE

Underground referral sys-

tems continue such as that|
which assisted 75,000 women
in having legal abortions in
Holland last year.and militan

groups such as ARM (Abor-
tion Rights Movement) have
Sprung up in response 1o es-
calating anti-abortion ac-
tions. Others, armed
tools developed by health
movement feminists, are in-
venting simple procedures

for early abortion such as

- i
menstrual extraction. Also,
herbal techniques for abor-

tion
Through coalitions such as
those who participated in the
actions on March 31, women
are uniting in our refusal to
allow the battle, over and
with our bodies, to continue.

are

(Contact: Abortion Rights
Movement, 1112 Crenshaw
Blvd.. L.A. Calif. 90005)

with |

re-surfacing. |
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work force they find them-
selves carrying a double bur-
den, a job in the home and
ong outside of it. The union’s
answer to this is to demand
more work rather than more
pay and less work. So we are
organizing ourselves. New
Kinds of unions are forming
such as the Service, Office
and Retail Workers Union
of Canada which is a small
feminist union organizing in

continuedon p. 15
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X Women Against Violence Against Women is researching
topics relating to both physical and psychological violence
against women. i.e. rape. sexual harassment, pornography.
wife abuse. The project’s intention is to produce leafiets to
assist women who have suffered violence, as well as written
and visual aids to assist in workshops and public education.
For information or feedback contact WAVAW at 8# 45
Kingsway. Vancouver, B.C. V5G 3H7 (phone 604-872-
2250). . .Ruth Schwartz is doing research dealing with the
sexual harassment and sexual assault of women by doctors.
dentists. and male faculty members (see OR no. 9. Spring
1979 ** Doctors Get the Treatment™ for some of her informa-
tion). Interested women can write to Ruth Schwartz, PO
Box 169. Vanderveer Station, Brooklyn NY 11210 USA.

* Feminist periodicals that we find invaluable include: Off
Our Backs 1724 20th Street NW. Washington, D.C. 20009
($6 a year): Big Mama Rag 1724 Gaylord, Denver. Colorado
80206 ($6 a year): Spare Rib c/o Linda Phillips 114 George
Street. Berkhamsted. Herts HP4 2EJ England (in Britain 3
pounds, overseas $13): and Heresies PO Box 766 Canal
Street Stn. NYC. N.Y. 10013 U.S.A. Heresies is a feminist
publication whose next issue (September 1979) will be de-
voted to Women and Music. . .Although not many, there
are a few anarcha-feminist publications in existence at the
moment. Everything for International Women's Day was
produced by the Sydney (Australia) Anarchist-Feminist
group who can be contacted c/o Box 393, Wentworth Build-
ing Union, U of Sydney. NSW 2006, Australia. It's in tab-
loid newspaper form and contains articles on a range of
topics from love and smaltz to women in the Spanish revolu-
tion. . .In Britain the Anarcha-Feminist Newsletter is av-
ailable from 4 South View, High Bentham, North York-
shire. England. . .In the United States the Anarchist-
Feminist Notes. The next production group's address is c/o
Pattison. 96 Rockview St., Jamaica Plains, MA 02130
U.S.A. . .As well there are several anarcha-feminist pub-
lishing groups. Two that we've heard from lately are Black
Bear Pamphlets c/o 76 Peckham Road, London SES, Eng-
land who've printed **Anarcho-Feminism: Two State-
ments”, " Feminism as Anarchism™ and ** Anarchism: the
Feminist Connection”, and Come!Unity Press 13 E.I7th

St.. NYC 10003, USA who've also reprinted Peggy Kor-
negger’s " Anarchism: The Feminist Connection™ in a beaut-

ifully illustrated booklet that cost $1.50 each to produce. As
well CUP has an excellent pamphlet on “Women in the
Spanish Revolution™.

Partisan Press is a new libertarian publishing project in
Seattle, Washington. They are currently preparing several
works for publication, including ** The Christie File™, the
autobiography of British anarchist Stuart Christie; “The
Practice of Utopia™. the English translation of Louis Mer-
cier Vega's last book: and an as-yet untitled anthology on
Italian insurgency, 1976-1978. If you have a manuscript re-
lating to libertarian themes (fiction is also welcome), they'd
like to see it: and of course. donations or loans toward the
publication of their first titles will be gratefully accepted.
Write: Partisan Press. PO Box 2193, 98111. U.S.A. . .“Re-
cent Songbooks for Political Singers,” an annotated list of
over |50 entries, has been published as the first issue of
Resources for People’s Culture: a bibliographic newslet-
ter of art and politics. The list includes information for
mail-order purchase of almost every songbook still in print,
and references to libraries which have the rare ones. The
newsletter will also have notes and short reviews of interest
to radical cultural workers. Send $2.00 for a copy of ** Recent
Songbooks for Political Singers™ (make checks payable to
M. Hogan, editor). 714 E. Meinecke St., Milwaukee, WI
53212 U.S.A.

k Still in the planning stage is an international conference on
self-management, jointly fostered by Centro Studi Liber-
tadi, 20126 Milano. ltaly. and the international review of
anarchist research Interrogations. For a first draft on the
theme and organization of the conference (which will be
simultaneously translated into French and English) write
Interrogations C30 SAT via Decembrio 26, 20137 Milano,
Italia ($2 an issue). . .Also on the drawing board is the
seventh annual North American Conference on Human
Rights and Psychiatric Oppression. The group sponsoring
this conference i1s Mental Patients Rights Association PO
Box 301 Loxahatchee. Florida 33470, U.S.A., and they
aeed all kinds of support for it to happen. . . A conference
that we missed but would like to hear more about was an
Anarchist Feminist Conference sponsored by the Associa-
tion of Libertarian Feminists(!) and the Gay Men’s(!!) Al-
ltance of Hunter College at the end of Apnl at the Park
Royal Hotel(!!!) in New York City.

K Lorenzo Komboa Erwin’s pamphlet Anarchism and the
Black Revolution is now available for $2 from Ginger Kotz;
Anarchist Black Cross. 339 Lafayette St., NYC 10012,
U.S.A. Ask about their other pamphlets too. . .And from
PO Box 1075 Boston, MA 02103 U.S.A. a new magazine
called Black Rose. Vol. 1. No. 1, includes articles on the
Anarchist Aesthetic, an interview with Joan Goytisolo,
Spain’s foremost living writer and dissident, book reviews.
poetry and more.
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kids stuff...

The other day | was walking by an apartment building and at the bottom of the door it read ADULTS
ONLY—NO PETS. Do you think this is to be done? It is ageist to say people can't live somewhere because
they are young. This year is supposedly the year of the child, so what is being done? We still can’t go to
restricted concerts or shows, not even discos, still can’t vote. Of course, there is always a good excuse, such as,
some adults need quiet, or that they don’t want graffitti on the walls of an apartment building, or that restricted
movies could harm the child’s mind. They might even see something (besides Donald Duck).

Children don’t have the knowledge to vote. Well about half the adults in Canada don’t even vote. Why not?
(Maybe they don't know how.) Kids might be hurt if they went to concerts and saw adults drinking, or it might
get too loud, or they would get too tired. These excuses are silly as far as I can see. The year of the child has
done nothing but make people think about how cute children are or how nice they look. It has done nothing

to help all the starving children. by Sheila
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Dear Ava,
How are you? I am fine.
We just moved into two
houses with some
friends. One house is a
kid’s house and one is
an adulthouse. The

for

bly want to know how.
come [ want to live in a
children's house. Be-|
cause 1 want to have
some freedom to make
a mess sometimes.
There are 4 children in
the house, (childrens
house) 2 three vear olds |
named Jasper and Ra-
ven. One 6 year old
named Eric and me a 9,
vear old named Cathy
(hee hee hee) I'll see
you soon Ava. Oh ya,}
I'm changing my name:.

Children and the adult
house’s name is Anar-
chy. I am going to have
my own room. It is not a
room really its a hall.

transit troubles

Every day | take the bus to and from school. It .
really bugs me when the bus driver can't even wait for
me, then [ have to wait for a long time forthe nextbus § ¢, |, walk up the
to come. &

) : L { 4 3 stairs and you see a big
You've got it made if you're an old lady or man square, you go into the

because the driver will wait for you, evenifyouarea § . .. f it and turn

block away. . . ' '
ust bec s it e IR Y around you see a little soon. Love

- ek kids doesn't mean *$ square attached onto Cathy Jean Frost :

-exercise running forthe bus. T B s

— P

the big one. You proba-}

Anleal}
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by Marie Lloyd

On March 23rd in Paris.
100.000 steel workers and
supporters marched through
the streets. This was the
climax to a growing struggle

. between the government and

the steel workers over fac-
tory closures and lay-offs.

Earlier. in January, a gen-
eral strike brought the whole
of the Lorraine region to a
halt. Other strikes amongst
jron ore miners, coal miners
and public service workers
have been successful and in
Longwy . 20.000 out of 30,000
workers demonstrated
against the cuts.

However, the demonstra-
tions have been viewed as an
attempt by the unions to keep
control in a situation that has
increasingly made them less
powerful. In fact, the two
main unions. the CGT (the
Confederation of Labor) and

ment has said a further 20.000
Jobs will be cut between now
and 1980

Workers have. as a result,
become very militant. So
much so that the Longwy
police station was besieged
by hundreds of workers in
protest against the police
clearance of a steel worker-
occupied local television sta-
tion. The local union ‘lead-
ers’ failed to persuade the
workers to go home, but la-
ter, one report says, a CP
(Communist Party) member
of Parhament successfully
persuaded them to leave.
Whatever happened it ap-
pears that every attempt was
being made on the left to pre-
vent further militancy
amongst the workers. An
added factor is that the CP
has a reputation for being
nationalistic, a direction
which counteracts what
many feel i1s a need to estab-

i g =it : .
'- F ra n ce : 4 r:- . ; -;l;_‘.)

Fighting in the streets of Parls

German

what is considered an offence
against the institutions of one
country will be similarly re-
garded by all the rest

“It’s their attempt to sell
me back as a terrorist.” As-
tnd Proll.

the CFDT (the French |ish a European-wide strug- . . g : . : _ Friends of Astrid
Democratic Confederation el among:: Wit s Thge continued from p.4 Sprl&l. (Jdl'dd Task Force, have in common the nccd o Proll PO B:\ A e
of Labor) have lost hundreds  French steel workers, for uas'trameq‘m Gcrﬁma.r‘n]_\ arl Fiotcet o ;‘ndmc“mm‘”e E3 England. | .
of members recently. For example, have taken up the oOperation that existsbetween _ V' Nere e - le” :j ‘_‘)ppo_\\'j[,'qn' mmu'.m-\]_”‘?”] L B s
example. fifty-five per centof demands of the German steel ~ countries (capitalist and so- nave the same _‘?Qh.“‘“ T2 Dk i if“" te : % elf?sew Omm; 5
BGT members in the metal-  workers for a 35-hour week called ‘communist’, alike)* €€Onomic objectives. it 1s  grounds” will, therefore. no  tee. Box 144, Winooski.
obvious that they will also longer be applicable, since Vermont 05404 U.S._A.

lurgic industry in the depart-
ment of Moselle and 209 of
the CFDT members, did not

with no decrease in pay.

AUTONOMOUS GROUPS

to eliminate active state op-
position (and its supporters).
For example, in December

rencw their union cards in This situation in France is - 1975, the Council of Europe

1978, according to one seenby some asaresult ofa met todiscuss ways in which |

source. government in power that the nine common market ar a on a e
MILITANT WORKER was elected largely because countries could co-operate to . \

This does not necessarily
mean that the working class
is demoralized. In fact, it has
been seen to mean that they

of the divisions amongst the
workers’ organisations. Al-
so, there are many immig-
rant workers in France, sub-
ject 1o governmental direc-

m::.mg more aware Jtives but not entitled to vote.

that the unions are merely a -
means of controlling protest.

This, in a year when wages
were the worst in ten vears
(1978). social security was
reduced and taxation was in-
creased: the spending power
_of the workers was reduced
by 2%. Factories have been
closed. causing lay-offs and
many immigrants have been
forced home. In the steel in-
dustry alone. where some of
the most militant action has
been taking place. 30.000
Jobs have been cut between
1972 and 1978. The govern-

. groups,

‘The result is a large working
population who do not sup-
port the government.

Thus the autonomous
emerging from the
anti-authonitarian left of the
1968 upsurge once again have
sought to act. Though they
appear from all accounts to
be mainly men. they have
given out communiques say-
ing they are against the gov-
ernment which they see as
“*fascist, racist and sexist”™

On March 23rd in the big

continued on p.15

combat the “‘guenilla”. Two
meetings followed. attended
by the Interior Ministers of
each country—the first in

Luxembourg in June 1976,
the second in London May
1977.

In March 1978 it was an-
nounced that Britain had
launched an International
Training Programme on
counter-terrorist operations.
That this programme has
been fully put into action
cannot be doubted. One indi-
cation of this is the fact that
the head of the ‘anti-terrorist’
unit in Ireland, Superinten-
dent Patrick Doocey of the

"e.2: Some RAF members were
picked up in Bulgana, due to Bulga-
nan police co-operation.

SQUATTING IN EUROPE

~ continued from p.4
_P'oup of women impatient

with the amount of time the

Lllsual bureaucratic channels
. were

taking to decide
-whether they could have the
- house. By the time the deci-

~ sion came to be made, the

_ €entre was already part of the
local community and so they
: allowed to stay.

4 Now that squatting is il-
legal, many squatters have

l'hcn allowed to remain be-

tausc housing authorities
ﬁn‘t know what else to do

~ with them. The alternative of

weden

were still referring homeless
people to the Squatters Ad-
visory Service—which
worked something like an al-
ternative housing agency.

BLOCK PLANNERS

In Amsterdam, too, there
are around 10,000-15,000
squatters and the squatting
movement has been success-
ful in preventing planners
and developers from de-
molishing houses to build
hotels, offices and roads, etc.
One such occasion was when
Bovis Properties planned to
build a huge hotel in the

latest battle has been oppos-
ing the building of office
blocks—with a slogan that
read
empty office space versus,
60,000 homeless people.™

Squatting in Europe has
been gaining slow but certain
victories against property
speculators and inefficient
callous bureaucracies, and in
some cases gaining support
from increasingly disillus-
sioned and frustrated tenants
or potential tenants.

GRASS ROOTS

Housing is a basic need

ving a street population Njeuwmarket area of that affects us all—so any
s enly increased by 50.000 Amsterdam after England movement around housing
Vernight is possibly a factor joined the “European has the potential for mass
uading them to ignore Economic Community. support. As land for living on

the law at their convenience.

They were prevented from

becomes rarer and post-

¥ :"ﬂ they don't like to admit  going so by the squattersand  industrial societies go down-
that most squatters are in  thejr large support. Now the  hill for want of any other di-
- fact doing their job for them buildings, which were to be rection to go, housing prob-

and doing it cheaply and
‘more efficiently. Even after
¢ Criminal Trespass Act
in, housing authorities

demolished are lived in by
over a hundred people who
have converted them into
homes and workshops. The

lems will increase. Squatting
Is a grass roots demand for
one of our basic needs. May
it continue to spread.

should be * detainedfor his or

*250.000 metres of (e

Mana Lsght—an al'tlst well

cause "‘she had bcen angry
and upset about a man who
had been bothering her™

Al the time of the incident
she was visiting her father.
who three days later called
the doctors. Despite the fact
that she had calmed down by
then. they insisted on detain-
ing her under Section 26 of
the Act. According to this
section, she can be held for
up toa year for “treatment™".

FRIENDS CAMPAIGN

George Firsoff, a friend of
Maria’s. campaigning for her
release. says that the Act
stipulates that a patient

damev ral factor in what is

wﬁd are rehespltahzed with
those who aren’t. Those who
are, had refused to function
domestically in terms of
cleaning. cooking, childcare
and shopping!

In Maria's case she has
been labelled schiz-
ophrenic—a label that has
been challenged by R.D.
Laing and a number of other
‘anti-psychiatrists™ as not
being so much a medical
diagnosis as a social and
political judgement.

Apparently, there is no-
thing in Maria's behaviour
that could even live up to the
definition of ‘disturbed be-
haviour™ as it has been de-
scribed. One incident, which

'j_resulmé.m kr mst :nd

control . 'dana has been ap-

predmable substam:é’
dangerous side effects.

Maria's only recourse is a
tnbunal which according to a
mental health organization
called MIN D (1975). reverses
the original decision of the
doctor in only a small number
of cases.

DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR

Tribunals, in any case take
a long time to happen and by
the time they do, the person
in question may already have
spent a considerable number
of weeks or months in the
mental hospital. 1t is possible
that such a situation, particu-
larly if it happened to some-
one suddenly and with no
warning, could actually
cause a person to believe

 they were going insane. It |
could certainly add to any
stress occuring in ‘their

ﬁﬁe&;,pos@iblx mse*a[u;
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PRIVACY PROMOTES PROBLEMS

The Lonely Crowd

by Georgia Sanger

14

working through many of the
ongoing conflicts we all face
in our daily lives.

werce
| ](“«.‘\ll

I'wo people who
central members ol

industry

People are beginning to

: : vate life”". This is true in most
recognise that a commitment

W U['kcf - nI]HU“Ct[
ended their intimate relation-

L}

ship. They had always acted

in a business-lhike manner at
work and assumed that their
relationship had nothing to
do with the rest of the collec-
Shortly after they broke
industry folded,
largely they
speaking to each

private
ith the rest ol

Luve
up Lhe
WEre
other
hife

DECAUSC

Obviously thern

1ad a 1ot 1o dow

the collective and the co-op
ommunity as a whole

An andl

in the mid-west L‘\L;ll‘ll\i‘.(d o

chist communily

structure to deal with situa-
tions like the one described
above. Members
partcipate In
lives 1n very concrete ways
Anyone who thought that an
interpersonal struggle in the
communily interfering
with the work of the group
could request a meeting (o
deal specifically with that
‘problem’. It could be one of
the major participants who

agreed to

each others

wd>s

Coming Out Corredii

called attention to the situa-
tion or someone else who
was concerned. Everyone
agreed to try and be open to
hearing advice and sugges-
tions from their friends and
co-workers. For example: if
it was felt that the decision to
“open up” a particular rela-
tionship was creating tension
and anxiety for a number of

Maintaining a correct, up
to date line on lesbian activ-
ity 1s very much like trying to
fix a predictable pattern for
wave movements along the
shore: there isn’t one. The
winds of fashion are change-
able, and attitudes and ac-
nons regarded for a ime as
exciting or appropriate can
Just as hikely be seen as bor-
ing, ineffective. or deranged.
As feminists who reject mass
culture. rebels living in
enemy territory. we have no.
or few, models for ourselves.
It 1s natural to therefore seek
reassurance amongst our
friends, and such groups can
be nurturing and valuable to
those in the inner circle of
warmth. Too often we are re-
luctant to branch out into al-

—— ternatives that might not be

immediately acceptable to
our group. Only by finding
our uniqueness, but at the
same time broadening our

outlook, can we be ahead of

The Man: can we avoid co-
optation of our values; can
we achieve really revolutio-
nary alternatives.

STARRY-EYED

For a long time after com-
ing out | remained, if not
exactly starry-eyed, defin-
itely firmly entrenched in the
belief that “lesbian women
are all perfect’. That fond
hope was shattered by the re-
ality, that lesbians are fallible
and vulnerable to mistakes
like everybody else. The
tightly cloistered. almost in-
cestuous, more-lesbian-
than-thou attitude | soon

people, those most interested
would meet to openly discuss

just how this situation had

evolved. The meeting would
attempt to come up with con-
crete proposals to be tried
and then discussed again.
The community called this
process the deprivatization
of their personal lives.

In many North American

recognized as prevalent (you
could say rampant) in our
communities, acts as a bar-
rier as well as a defenSe. It is
this attitude that is the basis
of separatism.

This attitude reflects our
very real need to protect our-
selves from a world that we
too often encounter as hos-
tile, and stems from the very
nature of our experience as
‘The Other’. More than this,
refusing our collusion and
separating ourselves from
the mind-set of the oppres-
sor, is a necessary part of
polarization and realign-
ment. Free from the repres-
sive influence of stigma and
authoritarian dogma, it 1s
good to reveal ourselves to
one another, to create alter-
nate ways of freeing ourse-
Ives from the dictatorship of
mass culture. In fact, it 1s
good to take this even
further, to cultivate a sense
of our separate selves, and
the connections between our
need for solitude and the
equally powerful need for
community. And we know
who we are. .

We are the ones who must
choose, with every en-
counter, either to insulate
our involvement or to con-
tinue to challenge the pat-
riarchal mind-set. Our choice
to identify as lesbian is
deeper than sexual prefer-
ence. Coming out is a politi-
cal statement. When we free
our minds and energies for
loving women, we are saying
a strong clear NO to the very
basis of our oppression: the
lie that woman's pleasure is
dependent on and subser-
vient to man's.

PLEASURE DEBASED

I use the word pleasure de-
liberately, knowing too well
how it has been debased.
Pleasure is not merely an
aimless pastime. How we
take our pleasure is the bed-

centres, women are forming
problem solving groups to
confront the areas they
define as problematic in their
lives. Composed of friends
and co-workers, the groups
are partially modelled on
Hogie Wykoff's “"Solving
Women's Problems.” They
provide a leaderless but
structured environment for

rock of our lives. Asserting
our autonomy and integrity is
how we choose sides. The
methods we employ, the pro-

cess by which we intend to_

achieve our revolutionary
goals, will vary. Separatist
solutions to our problems
may save or replenish our
energy for a while (especially
if we can muster the neces-
sary amount of righteous in-
dignation) but in the long run,
separatism is a diversion and

by Emma Lazarus

The facts of our spiritual
oppression may be the last
thing we consider when we
go down the list of how we
are exploited. When we
examine how our century has
facilitated the ultimate denial
of spirit, as manifested in the
soulless systems set up to
contain and control our lives,
it quickly becomes evident
just how pervasive this op-
pression really is. Even the
words we use to express our-
selves and convey informa-
tion, belong to the vocabul-
ary of oppression.

ORGANIZED RELIGION

Once a basis of unity for
social cohesion and resis-
tance to temporal authority,
the link between the known
(the material world, which
can be regulated) and the un-
known (the spiritual world,
which cannot be controlled),
organized religion has been
used mainly as a weapon to
keep our spirits in line. What
had initially developed as a
method of communication
with the mysterious 1o ensure
protection and favour, has

to the destruction of private
property and the end of com-
petition as motivating factors
in the world, implies a com-
mitment to radical alterna-
tives to those systems. The
alternatives include com-
munal living environments
and deprivatized personal
lives. In fact, a lot of us treat
our private lives as though
they were the last vestige of
private property.

In some ways giving up
parts of what we have
learned to call our private
lives is even harder than shar-
ing more tangible things. For
example, talk of sharing total
childrearing and the details of
our personal relationships
with our community can
touch off old responses of
mistrust and withdrawal,
even in people who manage
to live comfortably in an in-
come pool.

Even when the mood and

consequently a threat to the
real and not the fancied liber-
ation of women.

The danger of separatism
is that to a certain extent it

really works. Retreat from a
situation and it doesn’t take

long for its significance to

fade. Yes, it is necessary to
immunize ourselves, not to
fall into the trap of complic-
ity. We must be clear and

continued on p.15

been perverted by those who
have already secured all the
protection that collusion with
authority affords. The cere-
monies and symbolic acts
once charged with meaning
and power have degenerated
into a rigid series of hypocrit-
ical formula and platitudes.
Little wonder that so many of
us have become turned off,
suspicious and reluctant to
examine concepts not seen as
valid or even appropriate.

CONDITIONING

The remarkable thing is,
that we have survived, one
way or another, the harsh-
ness of our conditioning. No
matter how we are confined,
it 1s possible to struggle free
of the influences of oppres-
sion, and formulate our own
ideals. Spirit can be broken,
but it never can be control-
led. This is the basis of our
strength and certitude, the
power of our spirit to trans-
cend our personal prisons, to
link us in revolution against
all that has kept us in chains.

In creating the revolution,
we are participating in the re-
clamation of our spirit. To
bring this about, our task is to

work settings and true many
times over in a collect_ive':.,'i
there 1s no access to th
source of our co-workers
moods then there is no chance
to work out the difficulties
that multiply when feelings
are not dealt with. Lack of
clarity easily leads to confu-
sion and misunderstanding
and ultimately diminishes
our ability to control major
aspects of our lives. We need
to learn how to trust each
other so that our right to
know what is happening Is
recognized and our contribus
tion to the solution is possi-
ble.

REPLACING FAMILY

Not only at work but also
at home we want to change
traditional limits of private
responsibility. Replacing the
nuclear family involves more
than taking responsibility,
even willingly, for childcare
at meetings and public
events. It involves a
longterm serious commit-
ment on the part of the non-
biological parent as well as
the desire of the biological
parent(s) to give up the power
,of that final say: so that
everyone can share equally
in all aspects of parenting
from playing to decision-
making. (For a detailed dis-
Cussion on ¢

ing. see Open Road Summer-
*78)

The deprivatization of our
lives is an attempt to bridge
the gap that keeps us still di-
vided. The process demands
courage and honesty and
faith in ourselves and in those
with whom we are workingto
create a future free of secrets
and shame.

ression

recover the power ripped off
and used against us for so
long by the patriarchal estab-
lishment. To do this we must
begin to tap in to that power
for our own development and
use. Spiritual development is
not something done to us or
for us, but the result of much
effort, awareness, and integ-
ration. Technique in itself
cannot be a solution. It is di-
fficult, for ignorance, an-
tagonism, and confusit
have effectively cut us
from the collective spirit
we can only guess, intuit, or
struggle to express the
deeper impulse that we hope-
fully identify as splntual )
the spiritual survivor in (
selves that we must trus
give us the criteria on ho
proceed. By opening-w-
deeper impulse, we eventu=
ally bring the virtue and
power of the spirit totl'u: ser-

vice of our work, 159
dismantle the structures
our oppression. We wal
more than the meagre de
mands of today's consum

system, more than pe
security from the spec

continued on p.
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Spirit

continued from p.14

doom we are promised. This
is what makes us re-
volutionaries and this i1s
spiritual.

We must be careful to nd
ourselves of any vestiges of
oppressive thinking. The
concept of God as Big Daddy
In The Sky is incorporated in
what we are challenging.
Changing the gender of God,
getting in line around some
equally illusive Goddess,
leads to similar if more toler-
able ritual (this does not,
however, mean we should
not study our spiritual
herstory or become ac-
quainted with the lore of our
foremothers).

OUR FATE

Yet God is not a person,
male, female, or androgyn-
ous. As long as we concep-
tualize God as a being who
presides over us and passes
judgement, we are missing
the point. Spirit is formless.
It is we who essentially de-
termine our own fate. Itis the
living spirit that mutates and
endures as material objects
and values perish. It is up to
us to give spirit adequate ex-
pression.

The more we are deprived,
the more we require. This 1s
true for our psychic as well as
material needs. The spiritual

France

continued from p.13

Paris march. fighting broke
out between the police and
members of these autonom-
ous groups. The result was
two groups of men wearing
helmets and other riot
equipment fighting each
other in the streets. In photo-
graphs from the scene. the
CGT union marshalls are
seen standing between the
autonomists and the police,
trying to prevent the au-
tonomists from counterat-
tacking the police. Later, a
22-year-old house painter
Phillipe Roussel, appeared
before the courts for carrying
a gun. He said, "1 had it in
my pocket for self-defence.
I'm an anarchist. I've had
enough of being pushed
around by CGT marshalls.™

NEW PHASE

On Mayday evening ten
bomb attacks were made on
government and company
offices throughout Paris.
Among the buildings at-
tacked were two police sta-
tions, an annex of the Minis-
try of Finance and a branch

_of the Rothschild Bank.
A group called the * Com-
~munist Revolutionary Col-
lective™ claimed responsibil-
ity for the attacks. In a com-
munique issued by them they
- stated “Lonwy, Denain, St.
Lazare and the demonstra-
tion of March 23 have opened
a new revolutionary phase.
Faced with the capitalist re-
structuring, the Police State
and the pro-nuclear Com-
munist party, we are some
tens of thousands of people,
from young proletarians to
employed workers, who are
demonstrating by our acts
our radical resistance to
capitalism and reformism™.

repressed becomes the de-
monic. Our spirit selves de-
mand and will content them-
selves with nothing less than
perfect freedom. Itis through
aur spiritual hunger that we
will evolve a system that
does not operate with a dun-
geon in its heart: a system
that is open to accommodate
our needs and desires.

NEGATIVE VALUES

Spirit is our ally. It is the
spirit of the revolution that
carries us, that generates the
significance of all our gather-
ings, all our protest, that re-
nders us a force the estab-
lishment must encounter. It
IS up to us now to acknow-
ledge this, to try to come to
some kind of balanced
analysis that includes sen-

sitivity to our spiritual needs.
The world is based on nega-
tive values and pessimistic
and authoritarian concepts of
violence and control. We
must align ourselves with the
spiritually positive to even-
tually eliminate this corrupt
order.

The path of each of us is
individual and converging.
Our spiritual identity has
been stunted by a limited
moralily. It is an essential
part of our work as re-
volutionaries to liberate our
spirit selves, to revitalize the

~ spiritual wasteland in which

we dwell. This process in it-
self is healing. and the further
we take it, the stronger will
we be. In the struggle against
oppression, our collective
spirit is a potent weapon.

Lesbians

continued from p.14

strong and continue to make
the essential distinctions.
With all due caution. it is im-
portant that we work in the
world, to permeate it with
radical consciousness. With-
drawing from a situation may
be beneficial for one’s own
head. It doesn’t do much to
change the situation.

In an attempt to achieve
the security and sense of be-
longing necessary for our
own valhidation and growth,
we must not lose the total
perspective that could func-
tion as a basis of unity for
political action. We must be
careful of an i1deological
elitism, that can undermine
us as surely as it alienates our
vital solidarity. It blurs the
validity of our convictions
and confuses or obscures the
real issues. This is delightful
to The Man who is ready and
organized to exploit our un-
certainty.

This approaches the heart
of our danger. When we
separate ourselves from our-
selves, we co-opt the move-

ment by exposing ourselves
to manipulation by The Man.
By taking the least political
part of gay life and glamoriz-
ing it, acknowledging. even
elevating, what it has long
hidden and abhored. The
Man claims the best of both
worlds. Notice how quickly
gay culture is being
homogenized into the sterile
conventions of stereotype.
The current media trend of
portraying ‘the Gay Life as
‘radical chic” is an attempt to
deflect the social and political
implications of the recogni-
tion that homosexuality 1s
not a sin or a disease. bul a
normal, even creative im-
pulse.

THE GAY LIFE

There 1s no “gay lifestyle’
for we come in all types. Our
struggle for self-expression
and equal rights must not
obscure our higher intent: to
radicalize the world today
and take part in the building
of a time where love is self-
explanatory and has nothing
to do with oppression.

Unions

continued from p.11

traditional female occupa-
tions and dedicated to
worker control over contract
negotiation and ultimately
over their work places. This
kind of organizing is also
being tried in England with
the Women’s Charter
Movement and in Australia
and New Zealand with the
Working Women’s Associa-
tion. Women's caucuses are
being formed in traditional
unions to agitate from within
for recognition of women's
rights. This last strategy is
limited in its effectiveness as
was illustrated recently in
Vancouver by the experi-
ences of the women's caucus
of the Letter Carriers Union
of Canada. Frightened by its
militance, the president of
the local stepped in and dis-
banded the caucus, claiming
it to be unconstitutional. He

then set up a three person
board of carefully hand-
picked women which would
in his words ‘deal with all
female complaints’.

RADICAL CHANGES

Through examples like
this. we realize that while un-
ions were at one time a viable
means of organizing and di-
recting energy towards
change, they have become
inadequate and antiquated
structures which limit and
define our struggles. They
cannot be relied on for radi-
cal changes. We must create
our own forms of organiza-
tion which truly reflect our
radical potential. As workers
and as women we have gone
beyond ‘trade union con-
sciousness’, we are not sim-
ply working for “‘better con-
ditions in which to be
exploited but for an end to
exploitation itself.”
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We won't break your
knee-caps, but we need
money badly. So if you love
us, remember actions

speak louder than words.
Don’t justmoveontoanother
paper, send us a donation

to keep the Open Road in
circulation.
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The Open Road, Box 6135, Station G, Vancouver, B.C. Canada
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The Open Road wel-
comes correspondence
and contributions (both
editorial and financial).
Write tous at:

The Open Road

Box 6135, Station G

Vancouver, B.C.

Canada
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Second Class Mail Registration Number 3887

Newsjournal available on request

Box 6135, Station G
Vancouver, B.C., Canada
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