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AGAINST PATRIARCHY

¢ar {)p\t.‘h} Rﬂdxt

| have cigoved vour news
paper, though I'd like (0 see
emphasis an armed
struggle groups and more on
the struggle against patri-
archy. Each issue improves 16
these two respects. | still have
the feehing that you 2qQuate
vinlence with revolution and
do nol respect the ssues of

h’n.

cultural struggle enough.
Pechaps an invitation Lo
people o write on
revolutionary provess would
be 2004. | teel the anti-
duthontarian movement
needs 10 examine where its
enervies should be going. In
Seattle the (GJB, although
stated uszlt that aboveground

should be our
priority, gets an unmeriizdg
amoaunt Of attention ¢very-
where. What do armed ac-
tions carried out by a clandes-
tine grouplet accomplish? Do
they help build mass move-
ments? Do they spark people
to act? Do they seriously
(hreaten the rulers? These
seem (o me to be central
questions that advocates of
armed actions must answer.

struggle

I was in Italy last winter
and was in Rome the night of
the mass rioting. However,
the movement was incredibly

10 mention

SEXNIST, nol
heterosexist. The article you
published did nol mentuon
this nor the creative work
that the feminist movement
has been doing of late.

Your paper has responded
well to criticism, which s per-
haps the most important part
of the whole project to me.
Keep up the good work.

For treedom,

georgatha
Seattle, Wash.

some of the May 1968 Atelier
Populaire posters?

Overall Open Road con-
tinues to be outstanding and
excivng.

John Clark
New QOrleans

COVER STORY

Dear Friends,

Keep up the good work.
The last cover was really nice.
Murrav's reply to Sam Dol-
goff was interesting. There
was good vanely in the other
articles. I don't think the pies
were worth puwiting on the
cover of 24, unfess it couid
have begn doae 1n @ mMore
stnik:pg way. [t didn’t work
the way the comic stnp did or
the Chaplin picture. The
back cover of 5 15 reallv out-
ztzanding too. espevially as it
complemzants the front—
from the movies 0 the
streets: it's really beautifully
done. I think a lot more can
be done with the 1nside
poster, The last one looks
kind of washed out. What
about something similar to

FOR AUTONOMY

Dear Open Roaders,

| hope vou're nol moving
in the direction of being a bit
overawed by the possibilities
of *‘stars’’. . {Murray
Bookchin replying to Sam
Delgoif. . . and maybe then
Dolgoff replying to Book-
¢hin). It all becomes so point-
less and academic.

Let's keep up the stuff on
[taly where the situationist-
type events— ‘no need for
objectives’ —of the **unpoli-
tical’” aulonomous groups
SESMmSs 30 axeiting.

In England, the only com-

parable thing has been
PUNK. which has so far
manifested itself  only

culturally, and not on streets.
Al least 1t's new and exciting,
and listening to the Clash or
the Sex Pistols makes you
want 10 get up and have a riot
NOW! Whereas most anar-
chists are still ued to aliena-
ting meetings and irrelevant

discussions about things

rather than life and relation-
ships.

Robin Banks
England
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ANARCHY

Dear Open Road,

©  Warmest greetings to all
you hard-working people in
“Vancouver!

Your publication is really
wonderful, especially your
articles on the SLLA prisoners
of war and up-dates of the
latest CNT happenings in
Spain. Keep it coming!

Before | began to read your
magazine | halt-heartedly
considered myself a Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist, though |
always instinctively disasso-
ciated myself from the con-
servative/authoritarian *‘par-
tii-nost™’ of the sectarian left.
However, since checking out
vour reading lists published

.in Open Road [ have dis-
covered Revolutionary Anar-
cho-Communism and ally
myself with the best currents
of this fast-growing
movement. People such as
Buenaventura Durruti, Em-
ma Goldman and Makhno
are a great inspiration. We
need a revolution. We need
to get this monopoly-capital
death machine off our backs.
We need anarchy and each
other to get it done! Keep
struggling, keep strong!

In the spirit of Revolu-
tionary Anarchism—Seize
The Time!

Love and Rage!

Peele
San Francisco, CA.

Dear Friends,

[ disagree with the type of
material and newstories
which you feel would be of
the most use to support and
gncourage us in our mutual
struggles. . . | feel that you
lean too heavily towards
violent members of the revo-
lutionary struggle and that
your magazine glorifies their
often counter-productive
violence.

Qur society is an expression
of our culture. We see every-
thing in terms of dominance,
exploitation, competition,
and hierarchy. The problem
becomes, how do people
discover a new way based on
co-operation and caring
relationships. 1 don’t think
by blowing up banks.

The war of taxes was con-
structive because their efforts
will educate people that the
govesnment continues be-
cause of their acquiescence
and that they can do some-
thing. Similarly, I'd rather
see the GJB setting up co-
operative credit unions rather
than participating in activities
that can only further
capitalist propaganda on
what anarchism stands for.

We like to behieve that we
can erect a new and glorious
society easily on the ruins of
the one which should be torn
down—but | fear it may not
be sO simple—how it’s torn
down may be critical.

Yours in struggle,

Kevin Murphy,
New Brunswick

Dear Open Road,

Thanks for sending me
Open Road. (t's a fascinating
read, if a little uneven at
times: you have stuff
eulogizing violence together
with pacifist/libertarianism.
‘“They’ve got the guns, we've
got the numbers,’’ 15 a better
motto. And if we haven't got
the numbers just now, then.
that means organizing,
educating and agitating. Sub-
stituting arms for people is
counter-productive, as we've
learnt from N. Ireland.

Fortunately in Britain we
have a well-organized and oc-
casionally militant trade
union movement, which
provides a context for
radicals to work in. The
autonomous shop stewards’
movement that grew up in the
First World War still exists at
grass-roots level, despite the

growth of union
bureaucracies and centralist
parties.

The economic recession
has forced some workers to
adopt some quite original tac-
tics. For example, shop
stewards at Lucas Aero-
space—a large military air-
craft manufacturer employ-
ing some 13,000 workers In
17 factorjes—are campaigh-
ing for ‘“‘the right to work on
socially useful altermative
technologies’' as an alter-
native to the dole. They have
produced a detailed ‘‘cor-
porate plan’® outlining 150
new products in the alterna-

contlnued on p. 19
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As Year Two of the above-
ground anarchist revival in
Spain gels underway, a two-
pronged offensive is being
lzunched by the main politi-
gal parties and their affiliated
trade unions to counter the
burgeoning strength of the
revoiutionary workers” move-
ment.

The anarcho-syndicalist
National Confederation of
I.abour (CNT), which only
emerged from the under-
ground in March, 1977, after
30 years of the Francoist
nightmare, now numbers
300,000 dues-paying mem-
bers, as of this Spring.

The CNT, with its long his-
tory of militant direct action
and unstinting resistance to
all forms of authority, has
proven itself in the past year
to be the only credible revo-
lutionary alternative to the
“liberal’’ regime of kFranco’s
hand-picked successors.

As a result, the regime,
with the complicity of the
Communist and Socialist
Parties and their hierarchical
union apparatuses (the
Workers’ Commissions and
the UGT respectively), have
now embarked on a cam-
paign aimed at discrediting
the CNT and isolating 1t from
the mass of workers. The key
elements, of the campaign:

—A nationwide series of
phoney union elections, im-
posed by royal decree and
designed (o force workers in-
to Communist, Socialist or
conservative unions where
the demands for higher wages
and mproved working con-
dithons can be dampened n
the name of fighting in-
tlation.

— A campaign of defama-
tion against the CNT and
other anarchist elements, de-
picting them as the perpe-
trators of every anti-social act
that ¢omes to public atten-
tion.

The offensive poses a
serious challenge to the con-
tinued vitality of the CNT,
especially since the CNT as a
maltter of principle has no
organized political (meaning
parliamentary) pressure
group and no *‘international”

(like those of the Communists
and the Socialist-Social
Democrats) to defend its sec-
(arian interests.

With a virtual blackout on
news at home and in the
foreign press, the CNT must
depend primarily on word-of-
mouth to get its message (0
the Spanish workers and to
anti-authoritarian audiences
overseas. T'hat’s why 1t has
now despatched its first of-
ficial representative since
coming above-ground (o
North America as the guest
of the Industrial Workers of
the World (the Wobblies).

Miguel Mesa, who 15
speaking to anarchist, syn-
dicalist and anti-authoritarian
groups Iin major North
American centres, represents
the new generation of CNT
anarchist militant, He

wasn't even born yet (he’'s
now 28) when the CNT suc-
cumbed (o the guns of Fran-
co and Stalin, but he became
part of the resurgence when
he helped organize an under-
ground local of the CNT 1n
the southern city of Malaga
in 1976, and then went on o
do the same thing later in
Madnd.

In an interview with Open
Road, Mesa said the CNT is
in the process of developing a
strategy in response to the
campaign being waged again-
st 1t.

He said no matter who
wins the elections for shop
representatives the CNT will
continue to organize on the
basis of open workers' assem-
blies as the primary arena for
making decisions.

The CNT position is that
any number of unions should
be free Lo operate itn a given
work place, but it is up to the
assemblies to decide what ac-
tions should be taken.

With the CNT as the only
major labor federation boy-
cotting the union elections
(as it did the parliamentary
2lections of June, 1977), the
results have proven a disap-
pointment (0o both the Com-
munists and the Socialists,
each of whom had hoped to
achieve hegemony over the
workers’ movement. There

rthday CNT?

-
-

was a distinct lack of enthu-
siasm by workers even o
vole, and i1t appears that
neither the workers' com-
missions nor the UGT will

command a decisive share of
the bailots.

“The government hopes (o
put in authoritarian unions,
sO the leaders and the bureau-
cracies can make deals behind
the backs of the workers,"’
sald Mesa,

““We say everything must
come from the assemblies.
There must be direct action,
directly from the base.”’

Mesa said the CNT is
working to strengthen the
assemblies in each work
place, thereby creating a dual
power situation much like

s

that which prevailed in Fran-
co's later days, when the
fascist unions were rendered
virtually powerless by
*“iltegal’™ rank-and-file
workers® commissions
(before they were taken over
by the Communists).

The CNT has already had
considerable success with this
strategy 1n enabling workers
to achieve greater militancy
and solidarity. It has been an
especially significant factor in
work places where several
unions are vying for in-
fluence, and where the
numerically-larger (on paper)
workers’ commissions have
been claiming to represent the
workers in negotiations.

The campaign of

————————————————————————

When we started the Open
Road one of our goals was to
combine activism with jour-
nalism. For a long time, il
didn*t work that way.
Keeping the paper going took
s0 much of the time and
~energy of collective members
that it seemed sometimes that
wriling about the anarchist
movement precluded taking

_Recently, however, as the
collective ¢xpanded and
Js-i-%@"’l.iled, members of the
collective have been able (o

Chist community that has
OCCT growing in Vancouver.
We've increased our partici-
Pation in local anarchist acti-
vitics which include pri-
soners” sohdarity work, anar-
%anm action. the local
radical music scene and more.
e co-sponsored a series of
Micelings with a representa-
live of the CNT, some of us
Ac working on an anarchist

l‘

-
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the Road

Mayday festival and plans are
in the works for several other
anarchist cvents,

The structure of the collec-
tive has also changed. Al fir-
st, there was a tendency for
either evervthing to be done
by a few people, or for a
strong division of labour (o
develop ‘organically’ because
of people’s varying levels of
skills. The last few months
have seen us make a concer-
ted effort to change this, Al-
most evervone in the collec-
tive 1s involved in writing
now, with those who find it
easier helping vhe others.
We've developed commitlees
to work on the vanous tasks:
editonal, production, distn-
bution, financial, and office-
work: with rotation of res-
ponsibilities each issue.

Nevertheless, we have vel
to solve the problem of
financing. Many of you
received a letter detailing our
financial problems. It Costs

over $3,000 to produce each
1Issue. Our income, from
donations and bookstore
sales, was around $2,000 for
the last issue. So we started
off this issue $3.000 in the
hole. Hence our financial ap-
peal. Thus far, the response
has been encouraging. With
money still coming in, we've
been able to pay the mosi
pressing of our bills and get
this 1ssue out on time. We'd
like to thank all of you who
sent a donation.

But producing the paper
1sn't a one-shot affair. [U's an
On-going process, and in or-
der for this to happen, we
need continuing financial
support. Open Road survives
on readers’ donations. But

we can't limp from issue 10
Issue putting out last minute
appeals for help. We need
regular contributions. And
we're looking for commit-
ments from readers that will
translate into hard cash. So
please turn to page 7 for
details on what to do.
Besides the donations,
there are other ways you can
help. You can distribute the
Open Road to bookstores,
groups and individuals in
your community. Be creative.
Think of it as a tool to help
you orgamze where you live
and work, You’'ll also be
helping us keep the black flag
flying, the Social Revolution
going, and the Open Road
fighting on the front lines.

We will send Open Road to anyone
| who requests it.

We have no subscription rates
and depend on readers’' donations.
Address all requests,
correspondance, and contributions to:
The Open Road
Box 6135, Station G
Vancouver.B.C. V6R 4G5 Canada

\ "lv -

What so proudly we hail at CNT rally in Madrid.

defamation poses more of a
public relations problem than
one of organization, said
Mesa.

He said there have been
many cases in which the mass
media blamed “‘anarchists”’
and specifically the CNT for
incidents of street fighting
and urban trashing on the
fringes of mass demonstra-
tions.

Slander Campaign

““*They put out big head-
lines on the front page saying
we are responsible,” he said.
**But when we prove il was
fascist provocateurs in this
particular case, they give us a
little story hidden inside the
paper, or no story at all.”’

The most serious incident
of this kind, however, was
the January 15 fire-bombing
of the Scala, a Barcelona

nightclub in which four
workers died.
Police immediately

arrested 14 young people
(ages 15 to 19), claiming they
were members of a ‘“com-
mando unit*> who only a few
hours before had atiended a
CNT rally demanding am-
nesty for all prisoners.
Despite the fact that the
Maoist guerrilla group FRAFP
claimed the hit, the police in-
sisted 1he perpetrators were
card-carrying CNT members,

~as well as mititants of the FA]

(Iberian Anarchist Federa-
tion) and Libertarian Youth.

The police report described
the F AL as the armed branch
of the UNT, and LY as its
youth wing.

The CNT has denounced
the bombing and has dis-
claisned any connection with
cither organization, other
than their historical asso¢i-
ation as elements of the
Spanish anti-authoritarian
movemen! prior o 1939,
(Whether the FAL has even
been reconstituled Gs a

functioning organization is as
yet unclear.)

In a prepared stalement,
the CNT descnibed itself as a
““syndicalizst orgamzation at
the zervice of the working
class,"" and it strongly denied
it has an armed branch. It
pointed out that all its active
members are workers (those
arrested were students or un-
employed). and that it would
have been totally senseless for
1t 1o attack and destroy a
workplace where 75 per cent
of the workers are CNT
members, (Thanks to Ibenan
News Service of Barcelona
for information on Scala.)

Despite having to deal with
the double-edged campaign,
the CNT i procecding with
Its basic workplace organi-
zing and. at the same time,
developing an organizational
structure and political pro-
gram that is suited to its con-
temporary role.

Membership Doubling

CNT membership 1s doub-
ling every three months—the
fastest growth rate of any
free union in the world —with
unions covering such indus-
tries as construction, metal-
lurgy, banks, education,
tourism, graphic arts and
communications. On the
strike front, CNT gas station
attendents recently shut
down automobile traffic in
Barcelona 1or a week, and
before that there were mli-
tant—and largely successlul
—strikes bv hotel, construc-
tion and electronics workers.

Organizationally, the CN1
continues to develop in s
traditional manner, as a
decentralized federation of
local, autonomous unions,
All wnion work is done by the
members in their spare bime,
rather than by a salaned
burcaucracy, and local
represcentatives are sent to the
regional and national feder-
ations with authority only 10
communicate the local mem-
bers® views.

A nationpal committee
operateés as a sort ot hason
body for the local and
regional tederations, but it
only holds office for one year
and has very limited power.

The reborn CNT's  frst
national commitiee,
cstablished while (he

organization was still un
derground, was to have been
succeeded late last year by a
new group, but the process
has been delaved in order to
ensurc that the composition
of the new group ts squarely
in line with the decpemng
militant sentiment of the
membership.

The primary task aof the
new cominiltee 18 to orgamze
the CNT's first open Con-
gress since 1936. The con-
gress, which will be held this
Summer or Fall, 15 expected
10 reaffirm the CUNT's un-
swerving committment to the
overthrow of capitahism and
all forms of authonty and to
the establishment of liber-
(anian ComMmMunisimn.

In bringing the CNT's
message {0 North Amenca,
Miguc! Mesa will be visitihg a
numbcr of major ¢entres this
Spring. tentatively including
Albuquerque (April 6-7),
Houston (Apnl 10-11), New
Orleans (Apnl 13-14), Kansas
City (Apnil 17-18), Chicago

conlinuedon p. 19



-

NEW FRAME-UP IN WORKS

Greek anarchists sprung

:

A | s

stnce the assassinauon. [he
authorities have yel Lo COome
am with & lead on the Kidling
Meoanwhile, federal author-
iies are tryving 1o paint a pic-
of nationwide con-

up

ternationalist Sohdanty was
atiempting to plant a bomb
inside {the hit wasn’'t com-
pleted). Serifis had been fired
from A E.G. the previous
Apnl tor hus role in a 70-day
strike there at the ume, and
previous to that he had been
aclive in stnaes in A E.G.
plants 1in West Germany and
had been underground in
Greece during the time of
Colonels.

Despite the transparent
Irame-up. the government is
pushing ahead with the pro-
secution. Senfis can expect
little support from the
established unions and politi-
cal parties, which dcspise
autonomous organizations,
and 50 must depend on fur-
ther anti-authoritanan soh-
darity on an international
scale.

The detense work s being
coordinated by the Solidanty
Commtiec tor tne Relzase ot
Yianms Serifis, ¢/o Nikos
Raramanlizs, Akadamias 74,
Athens, Greece. For a North
American source, check with
Greek Solidarity Committee,
c‘0 Black Rose Books, 3934
Rue St. Urbain, Montreal,

Que.

: | was

reporier who will lisien thal
outsaide agilafopss were res-
aoasible fer the almcs: simul-
{afesnBs  INAurgencice At
Laval., Boxiich Columbia and
Kiagsion {Ont) Peniten-
tiaries 1n the Fall of 1976. and
for the hunger strikes at eight
PrIRONS (WO YRArs 0.

As well, they have pointed
to the charges against West
Coast prison activists Betsy
Waood and Gay Hoon (see
storv in Blast section of this
issue), as evidence of crirmnal
association spanning the
wall.

In one document leaked to

W

Peaceniks
home again

By Earl Averill

There's more than on¢ way
to bring the war home—even
after the war 1s over.

In Honolulu, peace acti-
vists enhisted the aid of fire-
fighters and c¢ivil delfense
workers in forcing closure of
a nuclear weapaons storage
facility on the grounds ot
public safety.

In Denver, they released
red balloons to be carried
downwind from the Rocky
Flats nuclear weapons plant
advising residents they were
living 1in the fhight path of
radioactive material that
mght be accidentally
released.

In the Santa Clara Valley
of California, where ‘*defen-
se’” contractors received $1.7
billion in business from the
Pentagon tn 1976, activists
mounted _a strong campaign
that convinced several labor
and community groups that
killing the contracts would
mean better health care and
transit services—and even
more jobs.

I{'s called peace conver-
sion, and it means bullding a
moyvement in each iocal com-
munity to show the people
who actually live there the
true costs—in money, health
and lost opportunities—of
the flood-tide of military ex-
penditures.

Quebec killing spooks wardens

the news media. the peniten-
riary service claim: “*While
there 18 no positive prool that
«vimpathizers are actually dic-
tating when and how inmates
should protest, the curious
fact appears that almost
always when a Jdisturbange
occurs within one of the insti-
tutions, thereg have been
recent visits from one of the
svmpathizers andor ¢Orres-
pondence directed to inmate
agitators. ™

This view contrasts sharply
with that of an all-party par-
hamentary commiltee which
conducted an exhaustive sur-

Peace conversion picks up
where the anti-war movement
left off, and its natural ally is
the growing coalition of for-
¢es opposed to the use of
nuclear cnergy for domestic
power production.

But conversion Is a4 more
homespun and decentralized
approach to combattiag
militarism and the plutonium
society. Unlike the anti-war
and anti-nuke movements,
which often tocus on distanl
targets of national and inler-
national significance, conver-
sion works best at the grass
rools, convincing people, as
one activist ‘noted, that ‘‘no
single community can really
be made secure until the
global arms race 1s brought to
anend.”

The starting point for
peace conversion is
debunking the conventional
wisdom that military spend-
Ing is 200d for the economy
and creates jobs. In fact,
military spending, with its
high capital costs, its inevi-
table over-expenditures and
its super profit margins is
only half as efficient. within
the capitalist economy, In
creating jobs as is, say, spen-
ding on educational services.

And conversion analysis
indicates that alternatives to
military markets for conver-
ted military-oriented in-
dustries are technically and
economically feasible for a

CUT MILITARY SPENDING

i
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vevy of prison conditions last
vear and concluded unani-
mously that the crizis was due
10 a sluggish burcaucracy and
0 power-hungry security
staff  at war with ad-
ministrators.

{For more on the simiation
in Archambault and on 1he
Canadian prisoners’ move-
ment in general, check wiih
the Quebec League of
Human Rights, 300 Carre St.
Louis, Montreal, Que,
Another source is the Law
Union of Ontario, 37
Madison Ave.. Toronio,
Ont.) |

wide-range of essential public
services, including mass tran-
sit, housing, water supply.
refuse disposal, recycling,
environmental proiection and
health care.

Conversion helps expose
these irrationahities in the way
things are, and it does s0 by
reaching beyond the tradi-
tional peace constituency to
make contact with com-
munity groups working in
such areas as day care and
full employment, and even
with some labor unions,

Since the end of the Viet-
nam War, conversion projec-
ts have been launched 1n

dozens of communmities, <o

far with some promising
results. U.S. officials admi
that at least 100 mihtary
nuclear facilities have been
closed 1n the past few years
due to worries over public
exposure and the subsequent
loss of security.

The Honolulu project is
one of the more successful:
local peace activists hadn't
even rcalized that nuclear
weapons were being stored on
the island of Oahu until a
visiting group of Japanecsée
anti-nukes asked to be taken
on a tour of local military in-
stallations.

The ensuing campaign was
aimed at drawing attention to
the nuclear stockpile and to
the prospects of an accidental
detonation. Signs were placed
on freeway overpasses war-
ning Danger: Nuclear Bomb
Crossing, mock nuclear
weapons’ convoys with large
Danger signs were driven
through town and civil defen-
se officials, service groups,
hospitals, and other com-
munity elements Were
mobilized to protest the lack
of preparedness to deal with
accidents.

Eventually, the military
caved 1n and closed the base.
As one of the campaigners
explained: *‘“The key to our
nuclear future was no longer
somewhere ‘out there,” in
Washington, Hiroshima or
Moscow. It was from our
viewpolint, right here at
home.™

(For a more complete ac-
count of peace conversion,
including a step-by-step
organizing drive guide, send
for the peace conversion
special issue of Win maga-
zine, available for 30¢, from
503 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn,
N.Y. 112170
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By Mamie Carter

A man is sitting at his desk
at work when, suddenly, a
crowd of people surround
him. A woman steps out of
the crowd and screams,
**That's the guy who raped
me."’

In Santa Cruz, a group
called California Women
Against Rape has, like a
growing number of women,
been taking some direct
power oveér men who attack
them. For five years, they’ve
confronted rapists in their
workplaces, neighbourhoods,
and homes. At the time of the
verbal confrontation the
rapist i1s given anti-rape liter-
ature and a few weeks later he
receives a letter warning,
“*we’re still watching you.
You'd better change the way
you treal women.”' Some-
times men from Santa Cruz
Men Against Rape pay the
man a visit as well,

Every time a confrontation
happens Santa Cruz papers
are filled with letters, pro and
con, keeping the incident in
the public eye for weeks.

Another strategy that is
being used in several areas is
newspapers listing the names
of men who have raped,
hassled or assaulted women.
Their names are published
both as a warning to women
and to raise awarencss about
rape. Sometimes these lists
include addresses and descrip-
tions of the men, as well as

arlicles designed to increase
community understanding of

P—

the reality of rape—‘"Thal it
is an act of violence, not lust
and a direct out-growth of
sexism."’

The best know group to
use this tactic is the Kitty
Genovese Project, in Dallas,
named after a woman who
was raped and stabbed to
death in New York City in

1964 while many of her
neighbours waltched. During
International Women's Day

p—

last year they distributed
22.000 copies of their paper
and got widespread support.
Their action made front page
news in Dallas and was
covered by hundreds of
newspapers.

In compiling and distri-
buting these lists, anti-rape
organizers have sometimes
had to weather criticism that

they were exposing some in-
nocent men, and that arrests

SANTA AN INFLUENTIAL MILITANT

Rainbow Army liberates Christiania

By Frank Everelt

—_——

The headlines might have
read: *‘Santa Evicted, Pro-
testors Shul Down Copen-
hagen.'” The Danish govern-
ment was threatening to send
in the police to shut down
Christiania Free Town, a
sgquatting community near
downtown Copenhagen. In-
stead, the government
backed dowin when thousan-
ds of people were mobilised
under a plan that openly
called for them to block

bridges, train tracks, airports
and major intersections,

halting all tratfic wn the city.

Christiania. with more
than 700 readents, was foun-
ded 1n 1971 when it was lear-
fied that the Danish Army
had abandoned a 17th cen-
tury fortress in Capenhagen.
People moved in and a sclf-
governing ¢o-operalive com-
munity flourished. creating a

they were dragged out and
beaten by police.

Britta, a founder of the
group, <laims, ‘““We have
only one rule, never do any-
thing twice.”” So when the
NATO ministers visited
Copenhagen, Santa was
replaced by the “‘Allied
Mobile Forces,'' a bogus ar-
my pretending to protect the
ministers from anti-NATO
demonstrators. With their
short hair, US Armwy surplus
uniforms, and toy machine
guns, they shocked tourists
who hadn’t expected Den-
mark 10 be an armed state.
The ‘army’ posted
along the route of an anti-
NATO protest march, and
staged mock beatings and
arrests of friends from
another theater troupe.

Finally, they took over the
government radio station.
and broadcast that Denmark
was ‘‘tn chaos, in civil war.
The AMF must take over.”’

itselt

courts (o forbid the eviction
On

2 the conservative

have been unsuccessful.
February

Feminists turn tables on rapists

and convictions often reflect
existing class and race biases
in society. Their response;
cur first concern 15 the safety
of women in the community,

Similar hists have appeared
IN many cities in the past vear
or s0. The lists provide a way
for women to find out who
some of the rapists in their
community are, and the op-
portunity to make them
publicly accountable for their
actions. They give women in-
formation and, with it,
strength.

Street Actions

Another tactic women are
using to make rape a commu-
nity issue is street marches. In
Connecticut Neighbourhood
Women Against Rape mar-
ched in demand of safe
housing—since one third of
all sexual assaults are in the
home—stopping in front of
known rapists homes. In
Britain women marched
through the night demanding
the right ‘“to be on any street
at any time, to walk alone or
In groups without men pro-
tecting us from other men.”’

Neighbours Against Rape,
a Portland, Oregon group,
have organized block-by-
block to protect women and
discourage potential at-
tackers. Each block has well
designated ‘‘safe houses’’
with large visible signs. These
houses provide women a
place to run to in a hurry and
the signs provide a warning to
rapists thal a particular block
is part of ‘*a well organized

within ten minutes of a police
attack. These demonstrators:
planned to paralyse the <ity,

vigilant campaign against
rape.”” The people on the
block are all encouraged to
respond to screams. whistles
or other prearranged signals.

These women and many
others in North America and
Britain are tired of tryving to
deal with rapists and the issue
of rape through the criminal
justice system. They feel that
the responsibility of dealing
with violent sexist crimes
should be in their own hands,
and that neighbourhood soli-
darity i1s potentially the most
effective means of protection
against violence aimed at
women.

In the last few vears many
groups of women have been
established 10 explore alter-
native ways of dealing with
rapists and other sexist haras-
sment. An alternative, that is,
to working with the police
and prisons, and to the usual
counselling and service work
of more traditional rape crisis
centres. In their opinion there
are no individual solutions to
rape and 1t can only be dealt
with by a direct-action move-
ment rooted in the com-
munity.

Rapists Afraid

The direct action anti-rape
groups have various respon-
ses 1o the traditional rape
centres and the emphasis
many of them place on reha-
bilitating imprisoned rapists.
The Kilty Genovese Project
says, ""We don’'t support the
prison system but it's very

sivategically well
Fhev were
denounced in Danish parha-

igeni, and
thought through. ™

Impaortant that women are
working within the prison
system t¢e change the incar-
ceration of human beings in-
to an educational process.”
They point ou! that it i1s par-
ticularly difficult for
priseners t0o change their
ideas about rape and women
since they're in an environ-
ment that encourages violen-
ce, domination and humili-
aton,

Neighbours Against Rape
have made a conscious
decision not to associate with
the criminal justice system.
Neighbourhood Women
Against Rape in Connecticut
see their work as a necessary
supplement 1o the on-going
counselling and service work
already 1n existence and “*an
important step forward in the
movement, "’

When asked what the
results of their acions were
so far a Santa Cruz spokes-
woman said, **Not bad,’" ad
ding. "*The police want to kill
us. . . The rapists are afraid
of us.™

For mare information on
direct action anti-rape ac
uvity write Santa Cruz
Women Acgainst Rape, P.O.
Box 711, Santa Cruz, CA
95061 or read about 1t in
feminist papers like OFf Our
Backs, 1724 - 20th St., NW,
Washingion, D, C. 20009;

The Feminist Communica-

tonas, 4003 Wabash Ave..
San Diego, CA 92104 Bip
Mamma Rag, 1724 Gaylord
St., Denver, CO 80206.

drag-fignds and weliare

FECIfMents,

wtate Backs Down

['he publicity and the wide-
spraad support for the Chris-
tianttes” scli-defense plan
forced the government 1o
have second thoughts. The
day after the Supreme Court
decizion, the Priume Minster
wenl on television to say that,
personally, he saw nG f2ason
to evict the commiunity, at
lcast for the several vears il
would lake to prepare alier
native plans for the site

lhe next weck, Parhamen
discussed ihe matter hve on
radia, After a few days
debale. a lei!l zoahuon voled
1o support the PM's poinl Ol
WICW ditd EVEn ww‘igd LW AT
the communily Moncy 1o Um
prove 18 housing., Kight-#Ing
politicians are Turisus
being demed a bloodbath.

While they antwipale
tough negotiations with thg
government and (hey (¢
exhausted after weeks &f £on-

variely of collective projects.
Among these 15 the
Solvognen gueérrilla theatre
troupe, famous for its army
of Santa Clauses which tur-
ned one recent Christmas into
an expose of greedy
capitalism.

Claiming that *‘in order to
be generous, you have to be a
¢riminal,’' seventy-five
people dressed as Santa went
into several major depart-
ment stores where they gave
out free merchandise until

“Rainhow Army*’

All this made it impossible
for the government to ignore
Christiamia, a mile and a half
from downtown Copen-
hagen. The first eviction at-
tempt was ordered for April
1, 1976, although the govern-
ment had no plans of It own
for the sitc. The government
was forced to scuttle these
eviction plans temporarily
when a ‘Rainbow Army’ of
310,000 surrounded Christi-

ania. Attempts to get the

Supreme Court ruled that
Christiana had no legal
status. The Christianites were
never optimistic about their
chances of a favorable judge-
ment, so without waiting for
the court decision, they ook
theéir case to the streeis with
demonstrations, petitions
and street theatre showing the
eternal persecution of such
deviants as witches, heretics,
and anti-fascists.

Central to their strategy
was a telephone chain that
would have alerted thousands

sabotage demohtion equip-
ment, and non-violently
respond to the government s
action.

By openly announcing
these plans, the Christtanites
received widespread support,
The publicity that surroun-
ded their plan brought their
struggle a3 great deal of atten-
fion which -acted as a
deterrent to the authorities.
A former Danish NATO
chief described their plans as

‘“sound, extraordinarily intel-

ment for encouraging people
ra commit illegal atts.

At farsi, the Damish govern-
ment attempted 1o maniaim a
hard line. Early 1n the year, &

parent-run kindergarten was
demolished under the protec-
tive gaze of 300 police. The

attack was filmed by police to
evaluate the effectiveness of
such tactics. The right-wing
media tried to whip up anty-
Christiania scntiments by
branding il as a haven lor

frontation, the Chnztianies
are elaied with thewr victory.
Although the telephone Chain
has been discontinued, they
arc urging supporicrs (o
keep their afhinity groups
together and active. And !
ithe government shows any
sighs of réneging on ats
promises, they 'l be ready.

I'he Christiania brec Stite
can be contacted at Dron-
ningensgade 14, 1420 Copen-
hagen K, Denmiirk.
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[ Caribbean Correspondence, ¢ /0 Free
Main P 24112, CA. 94623, contains
occupa-

iand and dwellines 't Jamaica. Also available from
he saipe address is None Shall Escape, an L.p. record from a
Silugalionis view, featuring an analysis of revolu-
EXPETIZNCES 1N Caribbean, particularly Jamaica's

W Cauncil of 1969,
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And vou thought The Open Road was the penodical that
came out penodically? Well, check out The Sheffield Anar-
chist, POB 1 A, 341 Glossof Rd., Sheffield 10, England. Vol.
[, No. 13 is hot off the press, but Vol. 1, No. 1 came out in
1%91! “*Payv what you like™" but they need donations. There
was 3 25 month wait berween i1s5sues 12 and 13 and the
Sheffield comrades say, “*Let’s hope that we've sorted-out at
least some of the difficulties and that No. 14 will not take so
long to appear”™ Some new anarchist publications: Black
Rag 1= an anarcha/feminist paper published by the Belfast
Anarchist Collective, c/0 52 Broadway. Belfast 12. The first
1Issu2 includes articles on the Italian autonomous groups and
women's struggles. The collective is also getting together
an anti-authoritarian bookshop/centre. To help raize the
funds needed Cor the project, thev're selling a book of Belfast
cartoons ($2). They'd also appreciate donations. . . Direct
Action, POB 306, Sta. E, Toronto 4, Ont., 1s an Industrial
Workers of the World publication which ““‘exists to stimulate
action along Industrial lines—action that will hopefully
rebuild the IWW as a force of Revolutionary Industrial
Unionism*™. . . The R.A.G. Rag is a mimeo publication of
the Regina Anarchist Group, POB 3658, Regina, Sask. First
1ssue includes matenial on nuclear power and Quebec.
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LETTER FROM GERMANY

RAF funeral procession under the gun

This letter from Hamburg,
Germany, was transiated and
sent to the Open Road by
comrades in Seattle.

L &0 & & &

Dear friends,

We didn’t write for a long
time, and now there's such a
lot of things to tell about the
past months and the present,
because il 1s very very neces-
sary that the left all over the
world becomes more in-
formed about what is going
on here.

Since the beginning ol the
vear the fight has increased
on all levels. For many people
it no longer seems possible 1o
live a more or less liberal,
calm life; the decision (on
which side am [ actually
standing) has become urgent
and sincere. For the atomic
power movement, the govern-
ment (or whoever is making
these kinds of decisions) has
now developed the strategy of
pushing us into a criminal
status, which means in prac-
tice that a whole lot of people
have proceedings against
them. The trials are starting
now, in Autumn, and the
typical charges are disturbing
the peace, resistance against
executive authority, bodily
injury (against policemen),
and so on.

Repressive Laws

When we had a small
demonstration two weeks ago
at the court-house they again
took three persons without
reason; the new charges: at-
tempting to free the
Many of the
people can get prison for
these crimes, and as a matter
of fact in Hamburg alone at
least every third leftist 1s
walting for some kind of
trial. Last week came a new
shock: 21 persons got letters
that they have to pay $2,500
for police activity in Brok-

| dorf where some people made

a summer camp which was
cleared violently by police
(even though 1t wasn't on the

| site of the nuclear plant but

only nearby on the land of a
farmer). It shows thal

| another part of the strategy is

to ruin peoples’ material

| existence base, because some
| of the people are in quite

normal jobs. (This also was

the other effect of this move-
ment, that quite established
people have become more or
less radical through what they
experienced this state is lke
when people are fighting for
their rights.) All this together
is a real threat for all the rest,
who want to continue the
fight.

Reprisals

The situation of the
political prisoners is really
bad: though officially the iso-
lation is suspended for now, a
lot of them are 1n suicide
cells, which means they are
checked every fifteen
minultes, even through the
night, that they have no con-
tact with other prisoners, that
they are in so-called dead
tracts, with no acoustic or
visual stimulation, seldom
allowed visits, because most
of our petitions 1o visit the
prisoners are refused because
of “*danger of influencing”’
the trials. In the last months
It has become very obvious
that they are using the
political prisoners as
hostages, so that when the
next guerrilla action is going
on, they maybe will kill them
next.

O.K.—this is one part of
what's happened, which for
sure relates to the other: this
vear there were a lot of ac-
tions of the urban guerrillas,

of the Red Army Faction

(RAF).1t is not overestimated
to say that the whole country
was and partly still is in
hysteria and panic, and that
this is also part of the coun-
ter-strategy of the 1m-
perialists. The main point
was and is to ‘‘force away the
position of the fellow-
travellers, Sympathisanten,”
which actually means that
‘*‘everyone who still says
‘Baader-Meinhoft Group® 1
also a criminal.’’ Sentences
like this have been on every
front page.

The reaction was that a big
part of the left really hurried
to distance themselves from
the tactics of the wurban
guerrillas, or more
specifically, they all had to
say openly in their papers:
this isn’t political, this is
brutal, criminal, and so on. It
really is horrible to see these
leftists (I don't know
anymore if 1 should call them
left) serving the ends of reac-

tionaries, to even help build
up a situation which is tur-
ning people against each
other, to hunting people
down. The entire media is
totally co-ordinated, no word

of doubt or anything critical
appears.

Reign of Terror

As a matter of fact, the
whole left is intimidated, not
only ideologically, but also
by police force. Whenever
one lonesome left group
dared to say: mavbe, just
maybe, Buback and Schleyer
are not the nice human bzings
which the press 1s presenting.
their bureaus were searched,
their papers were taken, and
the people were arrested, ac-
cused of helping the
‘criminals.” So It was easy for
them to put through their
‘final solution’ in Stam-
mheim, to kill the prisoners.
Thev had alreadv made a new
law, which says that in a time
of danger to a person, all
pohtical prisoners are put In
total i1solation, which means
as a matter of fact that they
are i1n prison without any
contact with the outside.
They <can be tortured
physically, they are tortured
mentally for sure by total
isolation, and they can be
killed. And though a whole
lot of people are sure that the
story of suicide isn’t true,
nobody dares to say openly
‘“they were killed.’" You
would be charged 1m-
mediately with lying.

Politics of Obedience

The first effect: At the
funeral, we were only about
100-200 people, the rest
didn't dare come. There they
forced us with guns to give
our personal identities, then
once again they arrested 50
people without any reason,
fingerprinted them, and so
on. All 50 got the same
charges 1 have already men-
tioned. The population of
Stuttgart partly helped the
police by chasing the people
in the stores and so on. Any-
way, with the *“*search for the
terrorists'’ a lot of deaun-
ciations took place every-
where, a lot of raids were
made, for sure. At one af
them they also arrested me,
without any reason, my prints
were taken, and | was beaten

—= T ——
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side the New Reich

in the police station, until [
was really wounded, in the
face until I bled. The brutality
of the police and my own
helplessness shocked me quite
a lot, although I knew it
before, but it’s different
when it happens to yourself.

One very important point
1S that this ‘“model Ger-
many’’ (Schmidt’s saying) is
rolling over Europe, it is as if
all other countries are just
under Helmut Schmidt’s or-
ders, and if a country has any
resistance, they put a lot of
economic pressure on Lhis
country, as with Algeria,
which doesn’t want to have
the German military on thetr
airports (to provide security
for Lufthansa'), and gets lots
of threats now. This is im-
perialism in a really pure
form.

So this in short is the
situation we are in now, a
situation where the struggle
has to continue also, but for
many of us there will come a
point where we have (o
emigrate or go to prison. This
situation ¢an come very sud-
denly, but because of the in-
ternational nature of this, It
may be very difficult to find a
refuge (Ain't no country,
ain"t no land. . .)

Maybe | have written a bit
too cool about all this—W.
criticized me for not having
written about the depressing
feelings we have. | thought it

more important to tell the

facts—the transition to open

fascism in this country results
out of them, and some new

facts.

I don’t have the words to
show how urgent this is. All
the things that have hap-
pened, and happen all the
time, are so monstrous that |
often can’t even cry, to say
nothing of rage, but just sit
without words and thoughts
—paralyzed—. But that’s
what they intend, and 1 try to
take all my energy together to
do at least the things | can—
something against it. So it
would be good if it would be
possible for you to do
something.

In love,
P.S. There iz a German left

song: “*When the nmight 1s
deepest, the day 1s nearest,"

)

’ I
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John Czarny

The heat's on the Polish
Statethese days. ™Not only is it
(rying tO Survive a severe eco-
nomic crisis, it’s also faced
with workers who are busy
forging links with dissident
intelligensia and students to
form what appears to be an
openly anti-authoritarian op-
position movement.

Completely outside the
structure of the ruling Polish
CP, the opposition groups—
originally concentrated
primarily in Warsaw and
Kracow—have recently
evolved into a national net-
work of aboveground com-
mittees.

They've got their own in-
dependent, illegal publica-
tions and they're demanding
freedom of speech, the right
to strike, and the right to self-
organization.

The most active opposition
group is the Committee for
Social Defense (KSS-KOR)
which calls for ‘institutional
guarantees for civil rights.

==

Worker Opposilion

Eastern European dissident
groups have traditionally
been made up of academics,
but the KSS-KOR also in-
cludes workers who were
jailed after the riots which
swept Poland in 1976. A ‘cell’
of the KSS-KOR journal
‘Robotnik’ (Worker) has
now been formed among
workers in Radom, scene of
the bloodiest riots that year,
and has pledged to fight for
the rights of workers inde-
pendently of the State-
controlled trade umons.

Members of the cell say
they will agitate for indepen-
dent workers’ Oorganizations
and will try to aid other
workers in their struggles for
more say n the conditions of
work, social problems, and
housing.

Although no figures are
available on the number of

JREAD IN IRON CURTAIN

ident forcegs firm up

LW

Polish miners come up for air.

workers participating in the
cell, the formation of this
group represents a significant
step forward for the opposi-
tion movement—it’s the first
organized link between
workers and intelligentsia
since 1956.

In addition to the Radom
cell, several workers' ¢com-
missions have organized
themselves in Warsaw fac-
tories, but these have not yet
joined the KSS-KOR.

Student Movement

The most libertarian of the
opposition groups seems to
have taken root among the
students. The Student Soli-
darity Committee (SKS) is

n - k
Civic WOTR&H
in their heels-

working 10 create a broad
movement of autonomous
student organizations.
Formed in Krakow in May,
1977, after thousands of
students had demonstrated in
the streets to protest the
murder of an opposition
student activist, it has no
formal membership struc-
ture. It s highly critical of the

Czechs rock hoat
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The Czech *Rock Under-
ground” really s under:
ground. So when 1200 people
pathered at an allegal concert
in the small village of Kdyna
last August 13th, the police
attacked. The crowd respon-
ded with rocks, and torched
the palice train.

Three thousand people
astadiated wath the rock un-
derground are on pohcee files.
Two hundred arrests were
made 1n March, 1974 at a
concert of the Plastic People
af the Universe. One of the
best of the Czech bands, the
Plastic People has been
harassed at their homes and
Mt work, At their perfor-
mances, members of the
audience have had their can
viandalized by the police, and
their IDs checked against lists
OF Known ‘subversives ',

The Plasuic People have
stopped imitating Amencan
and English rock . lustead,
they set to music the poems
of Czech poets Like Egpon
Bondy and liri Kolor, neither
of whose works can be pub.

lished 1n Czechoslovakia.
These lyvrics express a need
for personal ethics rather
than social control. Thev
denounce consumensim, the
pohce, and the ahenation of
work and evervday life.

Fhe content ol this pociny
Is defiantly subversive, and
the act of <etting it ¢ music
and performing it 1n pubhc s
scen as a dwect challenge to
the authantanan state. The
bands have been forced 1o
restrict therr activities, per-
forming mostly at private
partics, weddings, and other
social acnvinges., The
rusicians are forced into @
semr-underground hite-stvle,
risking jail in a country where
It iR 3 crime to be unemploved
tor more than cight weeks.
Nevertheless, & hively and
growing movement s devel-
omng, with bapnds such as
DG-307, Beroni, and The
Old Teenagers moving n the
same directions as the Plasuc
People.

Palice. harassmient  in-
arciased  alongside this
Crawih, culminating in the
March, 1976 arrest of 120
peaple. Twentyv-twa of these

were put on tnal, including
all the members of DG-107
and the Plastic People.

Charged with ‘hooliga-
nism® and organising a
musical evening without an
‘amateur’s license’, the musi-
cians received sentences of up
o thirty months n NOI
only did this fail to dampen
the underground scene,
united the diverse opposition
maovement for the first time
sgance the 1968 Soviel in-
vasion.

Protesters ranged from
former Communist Party
bigwigs such as Zdenek
Mlivnar (party secretary
before the I1nvasion} to
numerous young workers.
l'hey have united behind the

utiderground and
a program (hat, in ef-
libertarian

4 decentralized
human right

with the
wWrite Pcaple
Defense | /0 Amnenly
St,. | wW(C2

centralist practices of the of-
ficial national student organi-
zation (the SZSP) and main-
tains that its spokes-people
are not a directing body. The
SKS has a wide range of con-
tacts throughout Polish uni-
versities and its open
meetings often draw over a
hundred students,

Polish dissidents have also
joined forces to sct up the
Democratic Movement, a

group that claims it's trying
to go bevond the KSS-KOR
demands.

Consisting of hundreds of
workers, students, and far-
mers, the Democratic Move-
ment calls for the formation
of independent. self-
governed social institutions
to detend human rights, |t
has proposed representative
organizations for workers,
peasants, and artisans: con-
sumer's control of the quality,
price., and distribution of
goods; and independent pub-
lications.

In the face of these bud-

dig

movement,

ding opposition forces, the
Polish State has cautiously
avoided the overt repression
meted out in other Eastern
European counltries, Cer-
tainly, the movement in
Poland is stronger and better
organized than anv of the
others.

Poland's newly organized
opposition forces hirst locked
horns with the State in 1976,
when thousands of workers
were imprisoned, beaten, tor-
tured, and dismissed from
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their jobs for

hikes |
W State |

sirikes of e

amnexty |
imprisoned workers
KOR activists
hesitated

paign .
It .

and
State has

On
past vear, the State has been
forced, by workers'
and protests, to cancel
posed price hikes and wage

During the amunesty,
secretary of the Polish Com-
Party,

Gierek, is {Q |
that the Party has to
learn to hive with ity unotti-
cial opposition, which he des
as
trotskvist and anarchast
links''. These elements, he
claimed, were leading a
movement calling tor a
second socialist revolution
based on a mass social move-
ment.

For more information on
the Polish opposttion move-
ment, check Labour Focua
on Eastern Furope, Bottom
Flat, 16
London, N 16 E Or

information Bulletin vn
Demaocratic Movements in
the Soviel Union and Lastern
Furope, Box
Station C, Alber
ta, Canada

X Wheneaver | feel alisnated by
capitalism | read Open Road, and
before my Dad knows It, I'm out In the
sireet making revolution. Ha tries to stop
me, but | confront his patriarchal authority
head-on and deal another blow
- for anarchy

You, too, can step from the doldrums
of the 70's and zip' out into the future.
Everyame you pick up a copy of Open

Road you’ll have new visions, cheap thrills
and action-packed | adventures.

The OR is sent to anyone who asks,
but its survival depends on your
donations. Keep us on the road; become 2
sustainer. [For only $50.] We'll put
a 2 oz., 20 page revolutionary weapon
into your very hands every 3 months.

Help us flush this dyiog social ordet
down the toilet bowl of history.

Send donations to: The Open Road

POB 6135, Sta. G
Vancouver, B.C.
Canada V6R 4GS
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THE FUGITI
KINID

By Jonah Raskin

The following 5 gn excerpl from
Jangh  Ruaskin's soon 10 be published
popk Uanderground, Jongh is a longiime
activist ISDS, Yippie!) and the author of Ouy
of the Whale, The Weather Eve, and The
Mythology of Imperialism.

Underground & he fictionnon-ficlion
story of Jonan's recent experiences while
researching a biography of anarchist wriler
“"B. Traven' fauthor of Treasure of the
Sierra Madre). It was o difficult task because
B. Traven was a pen-name; little is known
about his hackground and even less is known
about his real identity.

Joining Jonah in his search was an old
friend from the sixties, a fugitive he calls
“Kenny Love. " Jonah describes Kenny as a
colorful counter-cultural revolutionary who
upstaged HUAC hearings then went on (o
Jame and arrest in Chicago, where he was
defended by Bill Kunstler. Later, he had to
leave his wife and child and go underground.

So when Kenny joins with Jonah in search
of B. Traven they find themselves in the
weird situation of heing pursued while in
pursuit of someone. As they follow the fooi-
steps of the shadowy, clandestine Traven,
they're always sure to cover their tracks.

2 2 3 8 B 4

Kenny Love/B. Traven. They are bound
together in a knot that’s too tight for me to
uniie.

Where to begin? Should I start with
Kenny's crack-up, or near-capture in San
Francisco, and my decision to leave the
States and the underground and come to
Mexico in search of Traven? Or perhaps |
should start with Traven’'s crack-up in
Ocosingo fifty yvears ago, In 1926 Traven was
the only gringo in the village; in his loneliness
he began to hallucinate. He had been running
and living in fear of capture since 1919, the
year of the Munich revolution and massacre.
He thought that the German police disguised
as Chamula Indians, were hiding in the
jungle, ready to arrest him.

[ could begin at half a dozen places. But no
matter where | start, the trail ends here in
Ocosingo, under the bougainvilla tree.

So I'll open with Annie Nordstrum, at the
precise point where I'm most afraid of arrest
and pnson. Kenny's poem to Annie is near
the beginning of his notebook. He gave it to

her on her 36th birthday. It’s called **Annie’s
Lover'':

Annie

You and the night cover me.
Annie

Under the sad stars
Evading FBI agents

Under heartbeats

Running from prison
Under the midnight sun
Alias always on my tongue
Under the moon at dusk.
Your passion Annie
Lights the fuse of time
And subterranean love
Turns to ash

The lexicon of death.

| copied Kenny's poem to Annie and gave
it to friends. Kenny's friends didn’t know her
name or her identity; they wouldn’'t have
recognized her if they'd passed her on the
street. In the place of fact myths prohferated;
Annie became legendary.

At first, she too had romantic Humphrey -

Bogart/Lauren Bacall ideas about herself
and the underground. She cast herself as a
star in a spectacular movie about fugitives, a
modern version of To Have and Have Not.
She expected people to defer to her because
she was underground. Kenny had that kind
of arrogance too. Gradually both of them
learned that the underground wasn’t the last
frontier, that they weren't the historical and
cultural pioneers of the twentieth century.
Unless you're a genuinely humble fugitive,
people won't help you. as Kenny and Annie
discovered. '

When you're running from the police day
after day, when you're down to your last
dime, when there's no Hollywood speedbeoat
or jet plane to take you to safely, when you
realize that you could go to prison because
your man is on the FBIl's most wanted list,
the romance evaporalcs.

Oh sure, clandestine life is a natural sub-
ject for myth. I'm as susceptible to the
romance as any fugitive, and I've got to
guard against it for my own survival. The
underground has mystery, romance, extra-
ordinary drama, joy, and pain. It's a
dangerous life. But it’s also ordinary, drab,
even bortng. You have to take mundane pre-

continued on p. 13
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Marie Louise Berneri (1918-1949), anti-fascist militant and anarchist propagandist.
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THE BLAST

SEATTLE BRACES AGAINST GRAND JURY

RITA BROWN GETS 25 YEARS FOR BANK JOBS

and f(wnd-raising *in (he
Poriland area, and just three

Rita Brown, the lesbian
anarchist who tapped an anti-

authoritarian vein in the davs before had bombed a
urban _guerilla George Mercedes showroom in
Jackson Brigade, has been  protest of the *‘suicides™ of
sentenced to 25 years in the three Baader-Meinholf

gucrillas in a West Gierman
prison,

prison for her part in a string
of political bank robberies
in Oregon.

Brown, 310, a long-time
prison activist, pleaded guilty
February 21 to involvement
in on¢ bank job after charges
relating o four other
expropriations were dropped
by the prosecution.

She still faces trial 1n
Seattle in connection with a
series of bombings and other
armed actions attributed to
the GJB since late 1975,
Meanwhile, the Seattle [eft
community is bracing itself

Rita Brown

for another possible round of
grand jury inquisitions
related {o the G118 Since the bust, the GIB has

pulled off two bombings—of
a power transiormer, in
support of the prisoners’
struggles in the King County
Jail in Seattle; and of a
railroad car containing new
automobiles, in solidarny

LinksWithoutChains

“Fire is not arson, hut a defense against injustice and
discrimination.”” That's how Mary Astaforoff, a 63-ycar-old
member of the Freedomite Doukhobhor religious sect of
Western Canada, accounts for her long history of pacifist
struggle against militarism, private property and public
schools, For her troubles, she has been imprisoned tor a total
of more than 20 vears since the 1930%s. In her current series
of stretches, commencing in late 1974, she has been involved
in seven prison fires, three debilitating hunger strikes and a
mass stripping-off of clothes in a courtroom. For the past
two years, she has been held in solitary confinement in
Kingston Penitentiary for Women in very unhygenic
conditions, and her health is in decline. Pressure is needed on
the Canadian authorities to attend to her needs. Protest
letters should go to Warden P. Chinnery, Box 5135, Kingston,
Ont. More details from™Prisoners Rights Group, 3965
Pandora, Burnaby, B.C. -

investigation.

Brown was arrested Nov, 4
by the FBI after being spotted
on a Scattle street. The GIB
had only just returned to
Seattle after a year of stuQy

.~ - - - »~

Open Road has gotlen a passing grade—but just barely—
on its report card from the U.S. Bureau of Prisons. Regional
director 1.1D. Henderson in St, Lowtis says in a letter he has
read three issues and in two of them he could **find no
specific reason tor concern.”’ But he's a bit bugged by the
Summer, 1977 issue (no. 3), especially an article headlined
“GJB Blasts Media Blackout,' which outlined how a sirike
at Walla Walla (Wash.) State Penitentiary got no atiention
until the urban guerrilla George Jackson Brigade hired on as
the prisoners’” publicity agents. Henderson feels the article
“not only advocated but solicited violence™ and i also
“outlined strategics used in a prison; including extreme
violenee which would be very suggestive in another penal
setting. '’ He says Open Road will be reviewed on an Issue-hy-
issue basis for admission to the super-maximum Marion, I11,
Federal Prison, from whence the first ofticial complaint and
banrning derived.

Women prisoners at Bedford Hills (N.Y.) State Pnison,
who arc already locked in a struggle with the authorities over
the use of male guards (sec Open Road, #5), have launched a
campaign against the notorious Rockefeller Dyrug Law, the
most repressive legislation of its kind in the U.S. First
offenders, ¢ven those with community and family ties,
routinely get 25 years-to-life for the mere possession of
heroin, cocaine or hash, and must serve the minimum before
even being considered for parole, The penalties under the law
are harsher than those meted out by federal authorities
against major narcotics trafllickers, and they are on a par
with sentences for first-degree murder and kidnapping. The
sentencing provision of the law has already been found
unconstitutional (*‘cruel and unusval punishment’’), but the
state is appealing. Meanwhile a lobbying campaign i1s being
directed at Gov. Hugh Carey, who might vet fall off his
fence. More info from Women in Prison Deflense
Committee, P.O. Box 283, West Nyack, N.Y. 10994,

In Canada, they're planning on building 24 new prisons; in
the United States, Congress is pushing through legislation to
provide $500 million in federal money—that means 12,500
more prisoners—to states for prison construction in the next
two vears. In both countries, people are starting to take
notice, Check with the Moratorium on Prison Cons(ruction,
c¢/0 Linda Laushway, 61 Delaware, Apt. 2, Ottawa, Ont.;
and the National Morglogrium on Prison Construction, 3106
M. Pleasamt St. N.W_, Washington, D.C.

* . L - -

Atascadero Prison Gay Encounter is starting a library for
gay prisoners. They are asking for donations of gay-oriented
books, periodicals and other literature. Contact them c/o
Drawer A, Atascadero, Calil.

News on the prisoners” movement 15 carried in regular
columns in the anarcho-pacifist WIN magazine, 503 Atlantic
Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. and the Northwest Passage, P.O. Box
4105, Bellingham, Wash. 98225. The leminist Blg Mama Rag,
1724 Gaylord St., Denver, Colo. 80206, is planning a special
issue on women in prison this Spring. And special attention
1o the condition of Irish political prisoners is given in the new
Irist anarchist iournal. Black Rag,c/0 52 Broadway, Belfasi
12, N. Ireland. . . There’s a new revolutionary bi-weekly
magazin¢ for and about prisoners. It's called Morning Sun,
available from POB 392. Canal Si. Sta., New York, NY
10012

with siriking auto mechanics.
But it has also spent much of
i< time covering its tracks,
relearning itx lessons on
security and (lexibility and re-

establishing its  base of
operations.
At her sentencing in

Portland, Brown gave an
uticompromisingiy militant
account of herself, drawing
cheers and applause from the
large crowd of lesbians who
packed the courtroom.
(Earlier, they had spray-
painted Free Rita on the
courthouse steps and all over
the city,)

in declaring herself 1he
enemy of the court, Brown
took on the explicit definition
of a worker, a lesbhian,
anarchist and guerilla.

She recailed her back-
ground in such jobs as gas

jockey, clerk, mechanic and
printer, and retraced her
political development
through the working class,
feminist and gay movements.

Turning to her current
stage, she drew a sharp
distinction betwcea 1he
“Unstitutionalized sick
violence of the ruling vlass,”
whether it's manifested in the
mass terrorism of the
Vietnam War or the Altica
massacre, or the individual
assassination of militants
such as George Jackson; and
‘‘revolutionary armed
struggle,’” which always
takes into account the welfare
of innocent people.

““] am an anti-authori-
tarian lesbian  feminist
anarcho-communist,”” she
said. *‘I am an urban guerilla
committed to give my white
life 1f necessary,

The authorities at the Mar-
iwon (111.) Federal Prison have
devised a new-stvle solitary
confinement {for American
indian Movement mihtant
l.eonard Peltier.

Peltier, who is serving life
after two FRI agents died
in a shoot-out on the Pine
Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, has been virtually
cutl off trom contact with the
outside world.

Leonard Peltier

Hix lawvers have been ob-
structed in attempis to see
him. his Icgal mauil has been
tampercd with and his per-
sonal mail has been virtually
stopped cold—all obvious
tactics to hamper critical
defense work around his ap-
peal.

The appeal process, includ-
ing an April 10} hearing in St,
Louts, with Chicago Seven
lawyer William Kunstler re-
presenting Peltier, isn’t ex-
pected to come to decision
until at least May. The basis
ol the appeal is the numerous
irregularities in the onginal
trial in Fargo, N.D., in-
cluding evidence of FBI mis-
conduct and the obvious
racism of the trial judge, who
refused to allow testimony
about the U.S. government’s

Puerto Rican militants
Maria Cueto and Raisa
Nemikin have finally beaten
the New York grand jury
witch hunt of the Puerto Ri-
can independence movement
—but it took them eleven
months in jail to do it.

Cuelo and Nemikin were
released Jan. 24— 35 months
earlier than their expected
term-—when a federal judge
conceded that “‘no legitimale
purpose’’ would be served by
Keeping them inside any
longeér. The two women had
been jailed for refusing to
talk to the grand jury abous
the Armed Forees of
National Liberation (FALN),
a guernilla group which has
claimed more than 60 bom-
bings in the continental U.S.
i the past three years.

Both women had been lav
ministers and social workers
for the Episcopal Church’s
National Commission on
Hispanic Aflfairs, which had
also employed at ong time
Carlos Alberta Torres, wan-
ted in connechion with FALN
activities, In ordering the
release ol Cueto  and

Vietnam-style **pacification™
program at Pine Ridge.

An carlicr appeal hearing
was aborted when the defense
discovered that one of the
appeal fudges, William M.
Webster, was being groomed
10 take over the directorship
of the FBI. Webster, who has
since started his new job, ac-
tually tried to argue that he
wasn't in contlict of interest.

The isolation campaign at
Marion was commenced in
March as soon as Peltier, a
33-vear-old Chippewa Sioux,
was returned from trial in
Milwaukee, where he had
beaten a trumped-up at-
tempted murder charge,
Peltier was acquitted after it
became obvious that the
rharge wits a ploy o punish
him For s involvement
the 1973 Trail of Broken
Ireaties protest in Washing-
ton, D.C.

His acguittal in Milwaukee
sitould have counsiderable 1m-
pact on the appeal ot the Pine
Ridge charges. As Peltier
noted recently, hc was
defamed by the Pine Ridge
prosecution,which referred
constantly to  phoney
burglary charges in Oregon
(since dropped) and the Mil-
waukee charges to poriray
him as an “‘international ter-
rorist.'t (After Pine Ridge,
Pelticr went underground
and split to Canada. wiicre he
fought extradition for a
year.)

In demanding @ new trial
on the Pine Ridge <harges,
the defense will push to have
11 held tn the Independent
l.akota (Sioux) Nation,
where the incident took
place, and to have Peltier
judged by a jury of his peers.

{More info from the
Leconard Peliier Delfense
Committee, Box 1. Port

Angeles, Wash. 98362, Write
Peltier directly at Box 1000,
Marion, 1LY

~Nemikin., the judee noted
there was no evidence—and
never had been—that they
were involved with the FALN
or indeed were anything other
than church workers.

In arguing successfully for
her release, Cueto said (and
this went (or Nemikin, too}):
"My work was ministering to
the poor and oppressed His-
panic communities. [ will not
betray mv ministry 1o the
Hispanic people by submit-
tung to questions by the
government, | will not testify
before a grand jury, and any
length of time in jail will only
deepen my commiltment and
encourage others to do the
same

Cueto and Nemikin adop-
ted the strategy dernived by
consensus of the anti-grand
jury movement: don’t talk
under any <ircumstances.
Refusal to talk can lead to a
contempt citation and up to
I8 months in jail, but under
the [aw, jailing can only be
used in an attempt to compel
the witness to talk, and not as
punishment for refusing to
talk.

“*Ax our comrade brother
Cieorge Jackson said, and it's
JUSL as true teday as it was
almaost ten years agd when he
said 11; *We miust come
together, understand the
reality of our situation,
understand that Faseism is
already here, thit people are
dving who could be cived,
that generations wall die o
live burchered hall-lives if we
Fail toger '™

Brown's <ourliroom
declaration was her first
major  public  political
statement since she wem

undereround in carly 1976
during a previous grand jury
wiichhunt in Scatile. But a
GIB political manifesto (one
of the fruits of the group’s
vear in Oreezon) had already
given evidence of a growing
interest in anti-authoritarian
themmes—the  first  such
development on the part of a
still-active guenlia group in
North America.

The GIB manifesto
affirmed the tactical unity of
all members of the group on
such subjects as the need for
both armed struggle and mass

work. and on the critical roles
of feminism, the gay
movement and the struggie of
Third World people in North
America. Bui it also indicated
there was still an on-going
internal debate within the
group over the primacy of
anarchist and marxist-lemnist
long-term sirategies.

The manifesto concluded
with a firm call to oppose any
divisiveness in the movement
and it served notice that the
GJB would not respond for
some time (o comments on
the political differences

1
’
t

Betsy Wood (left) and Gay Hoon in front of B.C. Pen.

Two feminist prison ac-
tivists in VYancouver are
facing sentences of up to life
imprisonment in the wake of
a desperate break-out attem-
pt in January by five
prisoners at the maximum-
security British Columbia
Penitentiary, the scene of
more than a dozet mass in-
surrections and hostage-
takings in the past decade.

The charges against Betsy
Wood, 48, and Gay Hoon,
32, arc the most serious and
the most arbifrary to con-
froni politicallv-active people
on Canada's West Coastin al
least a generation. The
authorities have made clear
they intend to wse the up-

coming trialto incite public
opinion against the growing
Canadian prisoners’
movement.

Wood and Hoon have been
key higures in the camipaion
10 focus attention on the
Pen's solitary corfinement
unit, which penal experis
have called one ol the maost
inhuman i North America.
I'he Federal Cournt of Canada
ruled sn 1975 that conditinns
ol sensory deprivation and
guards' brutility in the uni
constituted *‘eruel  and
unusual pumshment, in
violation of the Canadian Rill
of Rights,” but no substan-
tial changes have vet been
made.

Stymie FBI

I'he two activists argued
successfullv that their will
power was greatef than the
law’s clout, and that they had
spent enough 1ime in jail to
test their resolve.

Raisa Nemikin

The victory ol Cucto and
Nemikin doesa’t mean the
grand jury has becn neutra-
lized: far from it, & one of
their [awvers noted: it still
continues to subpoena acti-

visty and acts as an arm of the
FBI in attcmpting 1o hacrass
and jail people working in the
Puerto Rican independence
movement.”’

It's not only Puerto
Ricans, but gays, native In-
dians, wonmen, workers,
Blacks, radicals and other
community e¢lements who
have been harrassed by the
grand jury offensive laun-
ched in the salad days of the
Nixon administration and
still sputtering along. Unlike
the FBI and the courts, the
prand juries are virtually un-
restrained in their *““legal™
powers of interrogation, o
they are a convenmient tool lor
politically-minded prosc-

cutors and their allies in the

i-Bl.
A wvariety of counter-
slrategies have been

developed, from individual
refusal to talk 10 mass educa-
liom and lobhying campaigns.
{Sce Open Road, #2, Spnng
1977.) More on this from the
Grand Jury Project, RS2
Broadway, New York, N.Y.
10001

Feminists Face
Life After Jailbreak

All five prisoners in the
escape attempt had spent
long periods in solitary, and
alt had records of anempied
escape or other forms of resis-
stance. Andy Bruce. who has
spent mast of the last seven
years in solitary after helping
engineer a ~irike of Native
Indian prisoners in 1970, has
been involved in four
hostage-takings, inciuding
one which made¢ him and two
other prisoners national
figures in 1975 when one of
the hostages, prison social
worker Mary Steinhauser
(known to be svmpathetic to
prisoners), was shot to death
by the prison tactical squad
during its assault on their
stronghold.

Wood and Hoon are
chargedt with attempted mur-
der and several other offences
relating to aiding an escape
attempt, The attempted mur-
der charge. which carries a
maximum life semence, was
pinned on them on the
grounds that they are equally
responsible because one of
the prisoners stabbed a guard
during a sculfle.

The 1wo were preseai inthe
Pen visiting area on January
28 when the five prisoners
smashed through a reinforced
glass partition with a sledge-
hammer. The five, armed
with & gun and a kmfe, had
apparently worked out a well-
coordinated plan to over-
nower the guards there and to
make their escape out of the
visitors’ entrance.

But the atrtempt aborted
when the guards managed to
gel away, locking in 13
visitors—including Wood
and Hoon—who were 1aken
as hostages. In the longest
such sicge in Canadian prison
history, the ensuing deadlock
held firm tor a week while
negotiations were conducted
between the prisoners and
palice, until finally the
hostages were released
unharmed and the prisoners
returned (o solitary.

authorities in

West

within the group.

Since her arrest, Brown has
been kept in motion by the
order to
minimize contact with her
friends and supporters.
However, il appears certain
she is to be lodged at Alder-
son Women's Prison in
Virginia, 3000 miles
from home.

The assistant U.S.
Attorney in Seattle has said
she will definitely be indicted
there. but no date for her
appearance has been set yet.
A low-key harrassment

campaign by the FBI is in
progress against the Seattle
[.eft, and 1t could be cranked
up if a full-scale investigative
grand jury gets the go-ahead.
(More info from Rila
Brown Defense Committee,
Box 22204, Seattle, Wash.
98122. For copies of the GIB
manifesto and other
background material, contact
[Left Bank Books, 92 Pike
Street, Seattle, Wash. 98101.
To contact Brown directly,
write her at the Federal
Correctional Institution,
Alderson. W, V. 24910).

Gays Thwart

Backlash

When Anita Bryant re-
cently visited Toronto she
was preeted by what The
Body Politic, the Toronto
gay paper, called *“‘the most
broadlv - based, politically
diverse coliection of gay,
feminist and lesbian groups
vet seenan this country.” The
rally and demonstrations they
put together were the largest
gay c¢vents ever held n
English-Canada,

I'he most exciling aspect of
the rally, which aitracted
over |,000 people, was the
clear recognition of the
commeon interests of both
gavs and women in meeting
this gttempt 10 send men and
women back into the narrow
social-sexual roles of the
patnarchy. A second demon-
stration of over 600 people
was held the next evening
while Anita spoke, sang and
oozed goodness to 3,000
people at the *People’s Chur-
ch.’

I'ine Bryvant campaign was
only part of the increasing
reaction against gay libera-
tion in Canada. The move-
ment, which has generally
concentirated on a strategy of
gay rights, has come under

increasing attack by the
media and police.
Two thousand gavs,

lesbians and straights took to
the sircets of Montreal last
October 10 protest the arresis
ot 146 men during a raid on a
gay bar. The Montreal riot
sguad responded by dniving
side-car- equipped motor-
cyeles at high speed into the
crowd. And the gays fought
back.

In Toronto, the sex-siaving
of a 12-vear-old boyv by four
gay men last summer has
been used to discredit all
gays. Apparently, the fact
that the men were also em-
plovees of a heterosexual

——

Wood and Hoon were im-
mediately arrested, with the
authorities alleging that
Wood had arranged for a car
10 be parked right outside the
visitors'entrance and that
Hoon had smuggled in the
gun. At their arraignment,
the prosecution tried 10 have
them detained in custody un-
til trial on the grounds they
were a menace to society, but
the court was obliged to
spring them on bail after 63
letters of reference [rom
friends and acquaintances
were submitted testifying to
their long-standing pacilist
sentiments,

Both Wood and Hoon said
laler they came in to prison
work because of their experi-
ences in the women’s move-
ment. Said Wood: *'I found
the isolation of women at
home and men in solitary to

body-rub parlour is deemed
irrelevant.

it was in this climate that
Metropolitan Toronto Police
raided the offices of Body
Politic at the end of Decem-
ber. They laid charges against
Pink Triangle Press, the pub-
lisher of the paper, and three
people named as officers of
the corporation, on charges
ol possessing and publishing
obscene material. The raid
wias obviously an attempt to
keep the newspaper from
publishing. Police seized
twelve boxes of files contain-
ing subscription lists, copy
for the next issue, distribution
records, financial files, and
copies of the book Loving
Men.

An article titled **Men
lLoving Bovs Loving Men''
which is a partially fiction-
alized account of three men
and their loving-sexual
relations with teenage bovs
was the pretext for the raid. It
refutes many ol the old myths
about pedophilia which have
been used by the Save Qur
Children Inc. campaign in
Miami,

Feminists, although sup-
portive of Body Politic, were
ecierally critical of the article
because it didn’t deal with
uneven power aspects of
adult-child relationships.
Body Politic responded that,
‘*We are not talking about
assault when we discuss
vouth sexuality. We are
discussing consensual ac-
livily."'

The Kitchener Regional
Anarchist Party (KRAP) ad-
ded their support (o the gay
campaign by fumbling their
way through their first pastry
action. Evelvn Koolontai
finally took decisive action,
partially in respoase to the
boredom of sitting through
two church services, and
splattered Paul Smith, the
pastor of the People’s Chur-
¢h, with a coconut cream pie.
Smith was chosen because of
his role in bringing in Anita
Brvant as an outlside agitator.

Bady Politic was not
finished off by the police
raids. They managed to
recompile enough of their
mailing list and copy to go
on. They have received sup-
port from gay, lesbian,
feminist and left organiza-
tions in Toronto for their
trial which is set for June 26.
Keep in touch with Body
Politic. or send them finan-
cial assistance, by writing to
them at Box 7829, Station A,
Toronto, Ontario MSW | X9,

be strikingly similar. In many
cases the women with the
greatest need for day-care,
abortions, jobs, welfare,
what-have-you, were those
whose husbands or com-
panions were in prison.*"

The two face a preliminary
hearing beginning June 12th
to determine whether the
State has a credible case. The
trial  will probably be
scheduled for the Fall.

The five prisoners, who are
all facing similar charges, will
go to trial on May 29th,
Meanwhile, most of them
have already been transferred
to solitary cells at the super-
maximum ‘‘hostage-takers’
unit® at Millhaven Peniten-
tiary in Bath, Qnt. .

{More info from Solitary
Confinement Abolition
Project, Box 758, Station A,
Vancouver, B.C.).
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cautions every L@%ﬁﬁ make a phone call or
r. You wail and wait and wait, and

Annie always won.

Fugitive life is so intensely dangerous yet
so intensely boring that it becomes hilariously
funny. You've got to have a sense of humor
- when the FBI is chasing you. You live in a
- crazy Keystone Cops movie; you forget
- about Bogart and Bacall and become Laurel
and Hardy.

The romantic legends about Annie were an
~irritant in my eye. | knew Annie Nordstrum,

and ves, she was a beautiful woman. She was

- calm, patient; she knew when Kenny had

swung too far off course and was headed for

- collision. She would pull him back and set

~ him on the road again. Annie rescued him;

- that's why he called her Angel. But Annie

also cracked under the pressure. Every

fugitive does. Even the toughest of them,
including Black Panthers and Weather-
people.

When the fear mounted, Annie was

‘ tempted to leave Kenny and the under-

ground. She shut herself in her room and

refused to talk to us. She didn’t sleep or eat.

She developed a fever and wouldn't take

medicine or see a doctor. It was unbearable

for us. Of course, Kenny and I wanted Annie
to remain underground with us, but we
couldn’t force her to stay.

Gradually her fever dropped; she emerged
from her bedroom and went about her busi-
ness as though nothing were wrong. But for
days afterward she felt guilty about having
wanted to surface.

When Kenny met Annie she was unem-
ployed and suffering from culture shock. She
had just returned to New York after ten years
in Europe and North Africa as a model and a
photographer. She lived alone in a brown-
stone in Brooklyn in the shadow of the Men’s
House of Detention. We could see the
convicts arrive and depart; we could see their
hands reach out from behind the bars to
touch the wind.

One afternoon a Black prisoner jumped
the fence and raced down Atlantic Avenue.
Kenny and I watched from Annie’s second-
- story window. There was freedom in that
~ prisoner’s eyes. The cops shot him in the leg,
i his knee snapped, blood spurted out, and he
‘éxag,llcd to the sidewalk.

Living in the shadow of the prison made
Kenny vigilant, The bars and the cold walls
reminded him that though he wore no prison

~ uniform, he wasn’t free. The threat of prison

- was everywhere, even underground. I was in

~ jail several times before I joined Kenny

- underground, but it wasn't until I lived with

: a fugitive that I felt the nightmare power of

- prisons. As B, Traven says in his novel

-~ Governmeni: “Everywhere the building of a

~ prison is the first step in the organization of a
~ civilized state.”

g < The prison on Atlantic Avenue brought a
taste of civilization into our primitive
clandestine life. Kenny was pragmatic about
the location. ‘*Annie’s apartment is the
perfect hiding place,” he argued. **No cop
would think of looking for a fugitive so close
to a jail.”’

Annie and Kenny first met because of a
sign. There on the first floor of Annie’s
brownstone, was an L-shaped room, a studio

~apartment with a small stove, refrigerator,

~ and sink. It went for $75 a month. The land-
lord tacked a “*For Rent, Tenant Wanted'’
sign to the front door and designated Annie
his agent. If she rented the apartment she

- would receive a commission. But Annie

 didn’t want a downstairs neighbor. The L.-
shaped room was not by any means a

~ dungeon, but she frightened secretaries,

- college students, and widowers with tales of

an ogreish landlord who snooped on tenants,

who provided no heat in winter and no hot
~ waler al any time of the year. Week after
~week the room remained vacant.

- Week after week Kenny noticed the sign on
his way to work. He was living in Manhattan
and working in a garage in Brooklyn. He
didn’t like to commute across the bridge, but
for reasons of security he separated job from
apartment.

~ For years Kenny never drove. He hated

~ ¢ars with a passion. Then as a fugitive he got

a license, bought a car and drove everywhere.

Cars assumed a primary importance in his

life. He taught himself auto mechanics and

repaired old Volkswagens. Kenny felt that a

¢ar was more important than a gun or a good

lawyer. He had to be rcady to pack his
~ belongings and move at a moment’s notice.

}

Without a car he'd be trapped. His car had to
be in good running condition. If it broke
down, his life would be in danger.

Cars were the way to escape, but they were
also a trap. Kenny obeved all the automobile
regulations; he had a driver’'s license, insur-
ance, and registration. All these forms meant
giving up valuable information that could be
used to capture him. Two fugitives were
caught in California because FBI agents
examined the photographs on thousands of
driver’s licenses. There was also the danger of
an accident on the road and the inevitable
contact with policemen. A ticket for an
illegal U-turn could lead to tragedy. Several
times Kenny and | were stopped by state
troopers. Kenny was always terrified that the
cops would recognize him.

With his new self-taught skill he found
jobs as an auto mechanic in various garages.
Work enabled him to survive, not only
economically but psychologically was well.
Work absorbed his attention, moderated his
fears, and brought him into healthy contact
with ordinary people. Some of Kenny’s old
friends were shocked that he was working as
a grease monkey; they were the pure roman-
tics. They thought that a fugitive should do
more dignified work and not get his hands
dirty. But I'll tell you, getting his hands dirty

helped Kenny escape from the past that
threatened to ensnare him.

Every morning on the way to the garage,
Kenny would lift his foot from the acceler-
ator pedal, slow down and look at the ‘‘For
Rent, Tenant Wanted' sign on the brown-
stone. It was always there. Its permanence
reassured him. There was an eternally empty
room, a sanctuary to go to should he need it.
Kenny was superstitious about the room. *‘If
the sign hasn’t been taken down I won’t be
caught today; I just know it,*" he told me.

One afternoon Kenny needed a room 1n a
hurry. He was living on the Lower East Side,
near the nver. His neighbors were old Italians
and young Puerto Ricans. After work he
stopped at Ratner’s for a glass of tea and a
slice of cheesecake. Morris, the waiter, knew
him—not as a fugitive but as a steady custo-
mer. He hiked Kenny because he understood
Yiddish. They kibitzed about the price of
coffce and cheesecake and the ethnic ¢changes
in the neighborhood. Morns didn't like the
new crowd; they were *‘noisy and un-
cultured.” he complained.

At the check-oul counter Kenny bought a
whole cheesecake. ‘*Enjoy,’" Morris said.
Walking toward his apartment, Kenny sensed
that he was being followed. He stopped at the
newsstand, glanced at the headlines, and
bought a pack of gum. A man 1n a tweced
jacket and dark slacks was standing in the
shadows in the alley. Kennv couldn’t see his
face. Maybe he wasn't a cop or an agent. He

would watch and wait. He often thought he

was being followed, and then nothing
happened, the imaginary agent turned out to
be a tourist who had lost his way, or a
traveling salesman with an attache case
loaded with brushes.

KRenny entered Cohen’s and tried on
eveglass frames. Looking in the mirror, he
saw the man peer through the window. He
recognized him; he was a member of the New
York *‘Red Squad.” Kennv had seen him at
antiwar demonstrations, taking down names
for police files. Absent-mindedly Kenny
walked toward the door, a pair of eveglass
frames sitting on his nose. “*Aren’t you going
to pay for them, young man?’’ the cashier
shouted. Kenny handed her the frames and
walked out the door.

The pavement felt like flypaper. He didn't
know whether to sprint or crawi. He wanted
to disappear. Couldn’t he drop through a
manhole cover? Is the agent on Delancey
Street by accident, he wondered, or did
someone see me in the neighborhood and call
the police? Are they closing in on me? Is this
the end? When did he pick up my trail?
Mavbe the cop goes to Ratner’s for mush-
room and barley soup and the [fresh rolls.
Could be a coincidence. Too bad [ can’t

question him just to make sure.

New York 1s deadly ground for fugitives.
Rap Brown, Angela Davis, and several
Weatherpeople were captured in Manhattan,
Kenny knew that the FBI combed every
ncighbourhood in New York. They were
careful and patient. They didn't make indis-
criminate arrests. They made sure they had
the right man or woman.

The agent following Kenny probably
wanted to be absolutely sure he had his eye
on a fugitive,

Kenny crossed the street, stood outside a
movie house, and looked at the stills for the
coming attraction. The agent crossed the
street. He took a walkie-talkie from his coat.
Kenny was a block from his apartment. His
car was a ten-minute walk away. He thought,
['ll make @ mad dash for home, I'll wail
insitde unitil 1t°s safe. It had taken him months
to find his apartment, and patient work to
arouse no one's suspicton. And now this
dumb agent had ventured into his neighbor-
hood. ['ve got to split, leave the car, come
back for it later in the week, he thought,
Mavbe the agents are already inside my
aparimeni, readv to bust me. Oh shit! The
apartment, the neighborhood, my clothes
and books are losi.

Kenny was chewing his gum so furiously
that he bit his tongue. Oh shit. Even if they
weren't already in his apartment, he knew
from experience that the police would go
from door to door with his mcture 1o hand,
asking guestions. Somecone would recognize

him. Maybe even Morrnis would cooperate
with the cops. Everyone and anyone could
betray him.

Kenny was a block from the Lexington
Avenue IRT. He looked at the trash can. He
didn't want to junk the cheesecake, so he
Clutched it under his arm, took a deep breath
and ran. He looked behind him; the cop was
running too. He was fat; his belly rose and
fell and his buttons popped. He s¢reamed
into the walkie-talkie, |

Kenny saw his parents’ home—the green
lawn, the fireplace, his mother's ironing
board—and he thought, When vou're a fug:-
(1ve vou can't 20 home. When vou go home
you're not a fugitive anvemore. They 've been
watching home ever since 1 wen! under-
ground. That damned neighbor Mr. Johnson
would like to bust my ass. Then Kenny
remembered the “‘For Rent, Tenant
Wanted' sign. He fingered his beautiful
token and dashed into the subwayv. It was
rush hour. The cop shouted, but his words
were drowned in the roar of the crowd.
Kenny peered over his shoulder: he saw the
cop draw his gun. Oh Jesus, he wasn't going
to shoot here, was he? He could hit anyone.

The train screeched into the station.
Maybe the bullet was on its way. Kennv lifted |
the cheesecake over his head. With his elbow |
he knifed his wav through the crowd: the |
tokenless cop was stranded on the far side of
the turnstile. The train rumbled through the
tunnel. At the next station Kenny got out,
caught a crosstown bus and took the Broad-
way IRT to Brooklyn,

On Atlantic Avenue he paused outside the
prison and looked at the bars. When he
climbed the steps to the brownstone he was
breathless. He knocked on the door.,

“*I want the room,’’ he said.

Annie smiled. **But you haven't seen it
yet." Without being invited Kennv walked
into the hallway. He was dizzy; he thought he
was going to collapse. He was still holding
the cheesecake under his arm.

“1I'm sure it'll be perfect.”” he said. He
didn’t look into Annie’s face; he foliowed the
sound of her clogs along the tloor. She un-
locked the door. The room was light and
clean, with a high ceiling. He saw his reflec-
tion i1n the polished floor. Annie leaned
against the wall. Kenny reached tor his wallet
and asked, ‘*‘How much is it?*"

“Wait a minute; not so tast. When do you

need i1t?’" she asked. Here was a man who
needed a room desperatcly. She knew that
her stories about a vicious landlord wouldn®t
deter him,

“Yesterday,” Kenny said. He was wearing
a denim shirt and blue overalls. There was a
trace of oil under his lingernails and grease
stains on his shirt. His sncakers were fraved,
and he wore an imitation Borsalino hat with a
fisherman’s fly tucked 1nto the brim.

“‘Been fishing?’" Annie asked.

“I'm the fish,” Kenny said. 'l alinost
ended up on the hook.” He laughed and
handed Annie the Ratner’s cheesecake., “*It's
shightly damaged,’ he said. "*But 1t’ll taste
fine.”” For the first time he looked at Annie.
She was tall, taller than he. Her Lips were
thin. She had blue ¢eyes and long thair,
Though it wasn't cold, she wore a purple
scarf around her neck.

Most women would probably have called
the police. But Annie trusted him. Maybe it
was because she had been living in Europe
and North Africa and was unaccustomed to
New York ways. She looked at his hands.
They were shaking shghtly and they were
dirty, but there was a gentle quality 10 them.,

Annie was a photographer. She had been
studying faces lor a long time, and Kenny's
face puzzled her. He was hiding something—
that she could sec—and she wanted to find
out what i1t was. Her curiosity won her over,

‘I hope you'll like it here,”” she said. She
stuffed Kenny's money nto her shoe. *'lUs
quiet. You won't be disturbed, and it's about
time | found a tenant., When will you move
in?"’

“1'm moved, "’ he said. *°1 lost evervthing |
own."'

**Robbery?’” she asked.

“‘Cirand larceny,”” he said, smiling again as
though he were happy to have been picked
clean. **I°ll have to buy a new everything. ™

That week Kenny bought a piece of foam,
a slecping bag, a strasw mat, a towel, a bur of
s0ap, a toothbrush, toothpaste, and several
books. Annie was intrigued by the titles.
Perhaps they could tell her something about
the man. There was The Lion and the Fox,
Under the Volcano, A Ripple from the
Storm. The Fall of America, The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold, Dogs of War,
Haomecomung, and Daughter of Man. Not a
clue.
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By bveite Keplin
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'he New Right 1s thriving
o campaigns against gays,
apainst equal rights for
women and against aboruon
on demand. 11 instinctively
recognizes that ifs power rests
in the continuation and
strengthening of the nuclear
family which remains the
mosi successful wav of
engendering obedience to
authority, haerarchy, strict
role-plaving, clc.

[hese are factors which the
anti-authorntanan left has
tended 10 underestimate.
I'hat's why it's hime (or a
reappraisal ot the work of
German pavehoanalvsdt
Wilticlm Retch, who dunng
the ijate 1920°s and earlys
1910 examined the rise ol
mass-based totalitarnian
movemenis such as Nazism,
i pavehelogical as well as
material ferme. Reich
provided new mmsights into

Marie-Louise Berneri: A recollection

By ( earve Woodcock

I have a0 desire L0 par-
tipate i ine making of a
Myt aut of the hite of Mane
Lowise Bernern. Anarchism s
not a cnurch; it does not need

1S. In anv caze, one does
not s22 one’s friends mytho-
ogically, and Marie Louise
was mv best frniend. She was
0 real and vital @ person in
ner actual hfe for any legend
(D D¢ more i5an a shadawy
talsiticanion of the person
ane hknew and loved,

What I can talk about is
Marie Louise as | knew her
and worked with her and as |
i1l remember her, more
vividly than any other person
whose life has touched my
OWTL.

[ met her first in the Old
Freedom Bookshop in Red
Lion Passage. not far from
Holborn, in 1941. 1 already
knew Herbert Read, Alex
Comfort and a few other
literary anarchists, and had
becn brought by my own

in the tamily

e The Toundation of all
guihoriianan socieiies Is
ihe Tamaly wmt, with ifs
i’nﬁ_}ld division of labour
according to sex and age,
reinforced by schools, the
church, the media, etc.

e Beliefs rooted 1n child-
hood conditioning are as
important as economic
factors in shaping mass
CONSCIOUSNEss.

¢ By understanding the
process we can begin to
undermine the power of

the Right and develop
alternative social
structures.

Reich insisted on (he
necessity for full sexual
gratification which he

described as “*the capacity for
complete surrender to the
flow of biological energy
without inhibition™" as the
antidote to neurotic fear of
both new ideas and concrete
change.

Ironically, Reich’s enemies
came from the Left as well as
the Right and Reich was
expelled trom the German
Communist Party in 1933
because of his work 1n the
Sexpol movement which
provoked anxiety on the part
of communist bureaucrats.

Reich recognized that too
manyv ‘revolutionaries’
expend energy attacking
external authority and neglect
the authority that they've
nternalized through their
sociahization. They view
e¢fforts 10 understand human
cansciousness as individual-
1Istc or as a ‘weirdo” trip in

pacifist resistance to partici-
pation in World War Il to the
point of realizing that my
own judgmeznt and not the
command of anv institution
must decide myv cenduct. |
rejected the State and all s
authority and was ready to
become an anarchist, but up
to this time my evolution had
been personal and I had only
just become aware of the
existence of a group of peaople
—the Freedom Press Group
—concerned with propaga-
ting libertarian ideas.

First Impressions

| was impressed on that fir-
51 OCcasion tn more than ane
wav with Marie Lowse. Her
manner at this first mesting
was earnest, rather solemn,
and a httle shy, though she
expressed her opinions with a
Yery uncompromising can-
dour, We disagreed on thai
first day about the question
of revolutionary violence,
and that remained the one
continuing difference of

e —
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which one can forget world
change in favour of personal
salvation.

But the real importance of
Reich’s work 1s that he
understood individual
behaviour in political terms.
Whereas Freud stressed the
adaptation of the individual
to society’s needs, Reich’s
concern was with changing
the existing order so that
individuals could be liberated

from their collective
psychological and material
oppression.

Referring to the family as a
‘““factory for authoritarian
ideologies and conservative
structures,”’ Reich explains
how the sexually repressed
parents (themselves the
products of restrictive and
oppressive backgrounds)
subject their children to an
exhaustive regimented
process.

Regular feeding times are
imposed on babies to be
followed by rigid toilet
training. As children grow
older their parents try to stifle
any sexual activity such as

opinion between us, for 1 re-
mained, as I still am, a paci-
fist.

I was working in Cam-
bridge at the time. When 1
returned to London [ re-
established contact with her
and soon became involved in
the activities of Freedom
Press, which was run bv an
affinity group into which 1
soon fitted, becoming in 1942
one Of the editorial group of
the English anarchist fort-
mghtly, War Commeniary.
During the next six vears I
worked in close collaboration

«Wwith Marie Louise on work

connected with Freedom
Press and in vartous literary
endeavours. We became par-
ticularly close after the anar-
chist trial of 1945, when three
of the editors of War Com-
mentary were sent (o prison
and the burden of continuing
War Commentary and
changing it to Freedom at the
War's end, as well as running
the printing plant that

belonged to the group, was
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masturbation or sexual
exhibitionism. This develops
into a more overt conflict
once children reach
adolescence in which
gratification of sexual needs
becomes almost synonymaous
with rebellion.

Disapproval or punishment
of sexual activities creates In
children a sense of insecurity
and anxiety so that they
attempt to repress their
sexual drives in order to gain
approval from the adults on
whom they are mosl
dependent. But their sexual
needs ¢can’t be dammed up so
they take the form of a revolt
against parental authority.
Unfortunately it is only by
repressing or hiding these
needs that children can
survive in the family
environment, and the price
paid for these forbidden
activities is that they become
invested with guilt.

The anxiety surrounding

sexual needs extends to all
other rebellious thoughts and
activities until children end
up afraid of their “‘anti-

mainly shared by the two of

us. Later, when our comrades
emerged from prison, we
continued to work together,
making a new alternating
arrangement by which pairs
of editors worked for six
months at a time instead of
continuing the practice of
editing by a large committee.
Marie Louise and | were one
of the pairs of editors.

I have never met anywhere
etse, and I know I shall never
meet again, a person with
whom 1t was so easy or
pleasant to work, for her in-
tellectual clanty, her fear-
lessness, and her high realism
were invaluable 1in editing an
anarchist paper. Nobody
could assess more ¢learly the
essence of a political situation
or resolve one’s doubts more
honestly. She was alwayvs
ready with 1deas, and had a
true journalistic flair tor
following the news of the day
and grasping its socially 1m-
portant aspects. Alany of the
pieces we published during

It is the painfulness of this
process which obliges
individuals to defend
themselves against ideas and
actions that threaten the
morality and cultural values
that they uneasily adhere to.
Reich uses the term
*‘character structure’' for
those defense mechanisms
that people develop to make

“conformity possible.

Individuals justify all
delays in gratification and
such forms of oppression as
the work ethic by
rationalizing their existence
as ‘‘common sense"'’ oOr
““normal’’. This results in a
fear of new thoughts, taking
initiative or being able 10
expertience things fully.

Reich comments on how
this weakening process
ensures that the recipient
will be dependent on
authority and through a sense
of personal 1nadequacy
searches for something
‘‘greater’’ such as mysticism

our periods of work together
were the result of a harmoni-
ous co-operation, one mind
working well with the other.
Sometimes, between us,
when events were taking
place quickly, we would write
more than half an issue of
Freedom in two days 10 keep
it completely topical.

Journey Through Liopia

Marie Louise, though she
was a good and spontaneous
speaker, was never a facile
writer; she thought deeply
and discussed matters with
great coherence, but the work
of setting her ideas down on
paper in English was always a
little laborious. This was in
part due to her dislike tor
doing anything slovenly or
superficial, and what she did
write was always thorough.
She applied to her own work
the same severe standards of
criticism as she always
showed in her editonial work.

continuedon p. 19

or religion.,

“The naturatly strong self-
reliant biological organism
becomes weak, helpless,
dependent, feartulol God. ™

Because sexual energy is
blocked during childhood, it
emerges later in distorted
forms, causing a breach
between the eroticism and
tenderness needed  tor
complete sexual gratification.
Men conditioned to a more
aggressive domineering
posture substitute a gemital
sexual actuvity for 1true
intimacy.

Women on the other hand
are socialized into seeking out
long term romantic affection
because capitalist society
needs them to provide a
stable prop to both home and
family via a monogamous
sexual relationship. Female
sensuality 15 so severely
repressed that 1ts energy 1s
channelled into some other
form like mothering and
consuming, or Iits real
expression is blocked by
accepting a standardized
definition of women’s
sexuality.

Reich  described the
objectification process by
which people are reduced o
mere symbols of their sex,
and he realized that the
inability to appreciate each

other’s unique, personal
characteristics is an
important factor n

explaining the low degree of
sexual satisfaction generally.

Reich didn’t see sex as a
cure-all but he recognized the
devastating effects of sexual
repression on the personality
and on society generally. In
effect when dealing with the
people who came to his
clinics with their sexual
problems he invariably urged
them to recognize the
political implications that
they contained.

His strategy aims, by
raising our awareness of how
we function, to lessen the
family’s repressive hold over
us and to prevent the same
character structure being
formed in young children.

Society could not sustain
itself if people openly
questioned their obedience to
authority. It relies on the
mass of people being sexually
repressed, and so conformist
in outlook that they will carry
out dull work and perpetuate
the family structure.

But already there are
tremors, as in the women's
and gay movements, and
people are beginning (O
attack traditional roles, break
down the barriers and
increasingly humanize their
usual behaviour. If it were to
take up some of Reich's 1deas
in earnest, the anti-
authoritarian movement

could make a re-:;l
contribution to this
developing trend.

As Brinton says in The
[rrational in Politics, *‘The
fundamental desires and
aspirations of the ordinary
individual so long distorted
and repressed, are in decp
harmony with an objective
such as the libertarnan
reconstruction of society. ™

For a representalive selec-
tion of Reich's pohucal
writings check Sex-Pol
Essays, published by Vintage
Books, New York, and for an
anti-authoritarian analysis of
Reich see *The Irrational in
Politics’, a Sohdarnty pam-
phlet published by Black and
Red, Box 9546, Detroit,
Michigan 48202,
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By Tom Wavman

R .
During the past fifteen

years, something new in the
~ history of English literature

L has appeared in North
America.

For the first time ever, we
now have a poelry about
dailv work and the working

~ life that is written from inside
the jobs that are described.

Previously, poets were
largely from a social class
which ensured that if poets
considered work at all, they
wrote of 1t from the outside:
they did not participate them-
selves in what they were at-
tempting to depict. Work, a
central and governing aspect
of human e¢xistence, was
ignored in favor of the sup-
posedly-sublimer themes of
love and death.

Where writers were mem-
bers of the working class they
were most often moved to
wrile by events or emotions
connected with the struggle
for unionism or socialism,
Hence they saw no reason to
describe the conditions of
their own daily life except in
the most general terms. They
wrote with an eye on the
future, not the present; they
wanted to exhort others to
action, to praise a victory or
mourn a defeat, but always in
terms of the millennium to
come. Due largely to a lack of
education, working poets
wrote in an artistic style that
was antiguated. They seemed
unaware of, and certainly
ook no part in, the ordinary
literary life of their age.

\‘: ‘Radical Departure

The new work poets of the
last fifteen years or so repre-
sent a radical departure from
this. Their presence apparen-
tly parallels the spread of
mass public education
bevond secondary school, lor
many of the work poets have
had some exposure 1o
modern verse either in an en-
lightened high school class,
or at a community college,
university or technical -
stitute. But their own writing,
the new work poems, is some-
thing entirely unprecedented,
in English language poetry.

Indeed, this poetry seems

~ unigue on the planet. Even
the “‘proletarian’’ poets of
the various Communist
rcgimes write rather of the
glories of the Party or the
State than of the conditions
@Ex their own daily working
lives. In other nations, the
gap between those with much
“of an education and the rest
of their countrymen 15 still
oo great. Left-wing writers,
or those sympathetic to their
working compatriots, mostly
do not work themselves at
ordinary jobs. So these poets
can write of a worker’s life
only from owutside, imagining
ihemselves to be speaking for
h"ﬁ se whose labor keeps the
whole society functioning.
The new work poems first
began to appear in North
‘Gmenca scattered in lhittle
"‘f"ﬂune,a and anthologies,
au in a few poet's own
uflmns ln 1974 I

in |

Y

!f such pnenls and
"j!";‘é,_?'ﬁ' edited a second,
: .}[ anthology called A
| nment Job at Last
h ich the poems here
. Most of the poets

15

&.;! "" - 13‘"1&

‘‘Speaking clearly about the conditions of daily life. ..’

are young, as might be ex-
pected, and many are
somewhat famihar with, or
take part in, the ordinary
literary life of our time. But
all contributors write their
poems about jobs or the
working life from inside their
own experiences at these oc-
cupations, whether blue- or
white-collar, paid or unpaid
labor.

To me, the presence of
these poets and these poems
reflect developments in the
work force in North America
today.

About a third of the work
force in most industrial enter-
prises can be considered
“‘long-hairs’’ These young
people have no ‘pariinular

jOb 1orever... and so work as a
means to pay off debis and/or
amass capital towards further
enjoyment of life in the con-
sumer world of long vaca-
tions, cars, stereos, drugs,
further schooling, et¢c. About
two-thirds of the work force
might be considered “‘lifers.”
These are people of all ages
who for various reasons must
work for longer periods of
time at one job, whether
because they are supporting
families, or are paying off
vast morigages, or to give
their lives shape or meaning.
Many, but not all, of the
work poets are long-hairs:
their senses are still finely
tuned to the differences bet-
ween wage slavery and the
comparative (even if short-
lived) freedom of not being
employed, and to the effects
of any particular job on
human dignity, life oft the
job, interpersonal relation-
ships, etc. Gwen Hauser's
poem reproduced here about
life in a glass factory is a good
example of this. The usually-
older lifer poets contribute a
sharp sense of the absurdity
of long-term industnial servi-
tude. The work of Marty
Glaberman, a 20-vear veteran
of the Detroit auto shops,
will serve as an example of
this. But all the work poels
concentrate on presenting
specific details of the writer’s
present life. As in the work
force at large today, there Is
little sense in these poems of a
better life just around the
COrner.

The work poems do, how-
ever, show once again that
people are perfectly capable
of speaking for themselves
aboul the conditions of their
lives. There is no need for any
sort of professional *‘repre-

sentative’’ to speak for us—
whether a union bureaucrat,
a politician of any stripe, or
any form of writer, journalist
or poet. And when we clearly
articulate conditions at the
core of our daily existence—
our work-—we demonstrate
one more time Qur awareness
that real social change must
start here and must bring
effective change here, not at
city hall or the union hall or
in some provincial or federal
legislature.

There are also artistic

lessons in the new work
poetry.

For some time it has been
assumed that the avant-garde
in the art must be concerned
with formal experimentation:
developments out of Ezra
Pound's dicta, or concrete
poetry, or surrealism, ofr
dada, or some other holdover

from the artistic life at the

beginning of this century. But
I believe that the new s
always new, and that what is
new in poetry in our {ime is to
be found i1n conternr—in these

Thirty Below

Men on the pond

Someone curses.

Everything is hard.

collar poets boost production

working poems, written from
inside the job, the first time
in the history of the language
such material has been
produced.

~New Realism

These poems strive to
speak <clearly, precisely.
luminously about the con-
ditions of daily hfe of most of
us. What is new is that it 1s us
speaking of these realities In
our own lives; this 1s what
makes it a New Realism. In
Canada, however, besides the
endorsement of formal exper-
imentation as the road to the
future there has been much
critical insistence on dragging
poetry into the service of
mvth. | believe the new work
poetry stands against this
(00. SO0 much of humanity’s
history has been a slow, pain-
ful struggle to free ourselves
from the spider-web of mvth,
superstition, and the whole
range of elaborate meta-
phors, allegories, and verbal
puzzles all of which obscure
the realities of our condition.
Not that the work poets
eschew metaphors entirely; as
has been shown, words them-
selves (our artistic medium)
may be considered metaphors
for the objects they describe.
Also, as the Preamble of the
Industrial Workers of the
World reminds us, the new
society begins within the shell

of the old. But the confem-
porary work poets try to use

words to make our lives
clearer 1o us. They resist the
urgings of academics to make
our lives ¢ven more con-
fusing.

After all. what ¢ould be
more mysterious. hidden,
than the myriad technologies
and the hundreds of other
human hives that 1in a complex
industrial society such as ours
are necessary to bring us the
simplest of objects we use in
our daily hife? But there is
noething mythological in this.
Just human work. and the
lives, loves, deaths that work
affects.

The more we understand

all this complexitv—and we
are helped 1n this under-
standing by the careful depic-
tions of the New Reahst poets
—the more we understand
the great human sohdanty
that unites all our daily
working lives. And this is the
solidarity we must have as a
weapon to defeat the masters
of this lite.
Tom Wayvman is v Vancouver
based poet whose most recent
book is Free Time, published
by MacMillan of Canada,
1977,

A GOVERNMENT JOB AT

LAST is available from
MaclL.cod Books, 350 West
Pender S, Vancouver, B.(.

with a steal hammer lead hammer copper hammer

all work stopping to ¢scort me to my machine

Drum
boom |
Thal's a helluva way
to welcomie a buddy
Boom
who's just a few minutes
lale
BOOM
trying to sneak by the foreman
to avoid an argument
BOOAM
banging on a steel skid
BOOM
rvthmically, louder and louder
B-O-0O-M
and when I get there
it just as suddenly
STOPS

ALL EXCEPT THE MEMORY OF THE FOREMEN

STANDING AROUND LOOKING STUPID

AT SOMETHING THEY CAN'T CONTROL
—Marty Gilaberman

push logs through constant ice.
Faces stubble with frost.
No-one moves beyond the ritual
of work. Torment of metal

and the scream of saws.

Evervthing is hard. The sky
scrapes the earth at thirty below
and living things pullinto pain
like grotesque children

thrown in the wrong season.

Pulls his hand from the chain.

His skin has been teft on sigel.

blood frozen into hard balls.

He is replaced and the work goes on.

Cold lances the slow dance
on the pond. The new man trembles

out of control.

He can't hold his pole.

Someone laughs,

savs it will be spring

before they shut this damn mill down.

—Pat Lane

Ernic

{Poem tor a Sweat-Shop Foreman)

Ernie, the foreman,
never sweals.
heis cool and sweet-simelling
in any weather.
standing beside Erme
is like standing beside
a flower-scented refrigerator
with the door opzn

why dog¢s Lrmie

never sweal?

no, 1It's not because
he doesn't work.
he appears (o work
{rom time 1o nime.
mavbe it’s becauss
: he has we-water in his veins
instead of hlood

like ordinary humans;

why does Ernie

never sweal

when we're all sweating to death

& almost dying
hecause the company

is 100 cheap to give us a fan?
it must be that Ernie

is a God not a man.

—ywen Hauser

Some Jobs Are Not So Boring, (O

when [ was waitressing,

(running my ass of f for $80 a weck)

Jo. the cook, was a champion

of the working classes.

‘““Are they giving you a hard time,
honey?** he would ask, as 1 stood
in the kitchea in tears telling him

how rude Station Four was.

Then he would grandly run his hand

through their food,

Backwards & Forwards,
handsomely spreading germs,

before I took the dainty dishes back

to se! before the King.

—Nellie McClung
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Redshift, by Robert Nichols.
POB 197, Stuyvesant Stauon,
New York, NY 10009, $2.
Fongue-in-cheek poetry and
short prose. Nicely 1llustrated
by Peter Schumann.

lowards a Non-Violent
Revolution, by Howard
Clark. Peace News, 8 Elm
Ave., Nottingham, England.
20p. A personal manifesto of
the whys and hows of non-
violent revolutionary action.

lLand and Liherty, Ricardo
Flores Magaon. Cientuegos
Press. Box A, Over the
Water, Sandav. Orkney
KW17 2BL., United King-
dom. A collection ot writings
by the Mexican anarchist who
was a major influence on
Emiliano Zapata’'s guerrilla
army. L 2.35 post paid.

As well, 1t:
*Secures safe cells for vul-
nerable prisoners;
sEncourages gay and pas-
sive prisoners to leave protec-
tive custody by offering them
support and protection;
eNlects the bus that brings
in new prisoners, and pro-
vides escort service and
general orientation; and
*Holds weekly meetings to
raise consciousness on (OPICS
like rape and male-female
stereolyping.

As well, MAS has raised
money inside and outside the
walls to ‘‘buy’’ cells that can
then be used to house three or

four prisoners for their
mutual aid and self-
protection. At Walla Walla,
prisoners can ‘‘own’’ cells as
a result of buying them from
other prisoners, or by gaining
property rights through inti-
midation.

Cells at Walla Walla sell
for from $200 to $400 each.
The administration usually

doesn’t interfere with the
trading.

However, it hasn't been all
that smooth sailing for MAS.
First, there has been opposi-
tion from some of the preda-
tory prisoners who see their
good thing threatened, and
some MAS members have
been reportedly roughed up
with the approval of the

guards. - N Ao
The administration 1s also

trying to make things dif-
ficult. It tried to block MAS

CIENFUEGOS PRESS REVIEW

By J. Gutenberg

[t’s called the Cienfuegos
Press Review of Anarchist
Literature and its contents
are as varied as the history of
anarchism in Bulgana, B.
Traven's novels and Stuart
Christie’s escapades 1n Spain
and Britain. There seem to be
a fairly large number of
re viewers, activists, literati,
anarchists from the armchair
and the street, all of them
pood writers, many of them

great humorists, writing
CPR’s articles.
The Cienfuegos Press

Review has none of the stuffi-
ness of the Times Literary
Supplement nor any of 1ts
pretences. The Press Review
fulfills a real need for infor-
mation about anarchist and
more generally libertanian

Anarchism from A-

writings in the broadest sen-
se. Many of the historical
writings reviewed in the CPR
focus on lesser known liber-
tarian struggles—Mexico,
England, China. There is also
a good bit on Spain and ltaly,
but much of it involves works
outside the “‘sacred texts'’ of
anarchism,

The style of the reviews Is
as varied as their authors. In
the first issue (1976) Paul
Avrich wrote a critical review
of Voline's and Arshinov's
works of the Russian Revo-
lution. The Unknown Revo-
lution. History of the Makh-
novist Movement. The same
1ssue has reviews of long out
of print pamphlets by Ba-
kunin and Kropotkin, a
review of the American an-

thology Man, a discussion of
a projected publication The

HARVEST QUARTERLY

A quarterly journal. Latest issue includes articles on

cultural fears about

homosexuality

and a 19th

century appeal to unite the emancipation of women
with the workers movement. $1.75 per issue, 907
Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara. Ca. 93101.

.

RIFANIIS

Radical perspectives on the arts. The concerns range
from Picasso and Guernica to the San Francisco
Mime Troupe, from the Theology of the Reader’s
Digest 1o the Prison Writings of Gramsci. $3.50 from
PO Box 207, Goleta, Ca. 93017,

JUMPcouyT

yournal developing a radical film criticism 1n a lively
style. Issue 16 includes a special section on Gay men
and film. Six issues for $4 in the US, $5 everywhere
else. PO Box 865, Berkeley, Ca. 94701.

Guillotine at Work, and a
short review of Flavio Cos-
tantini’s The Art of Anarchy,
Costantini also frequently
does art work for the Review.

The second and third issues
of the Review showed a
marked improvement from
the first. The format was
larger and more creatively
laid out, the articles were
longer and more informative,
the humor characteristic of
the folks who moved the
press to the Orkneys to
escape bill collectors, more
powerfully expressed. A look
at the tables of contents is a
delight for the anarchist
palate. Anarchism is seen as a
way of life, with continuity
(Berkman’s Prison Memoirs
and This Soldier Still at War
are reviewed side by side)
imagination (Witehcralt,
Geomancy: The Lost Know-
ledge of the Past) and some-
times, incredible gall. There
1S no pretense of “‘objective’”
journalism in the Review. In
one scathing discussion of an
unfriendly work on the
guerrilla Angry Brigade,
Albert Meltzer refers to the
auth6r as fraudulant, mind-
less and implies quite clearly
that the man is a lousy writer
and an inept fool. Many of
the graphics reiterate this
tone toward the ‘*system’’.

The Back cover of issue 21s a
takeoff of Dewars Profiles
with the favorite mix a
Dewar’s Molotov—30%
petrol, 10% paraffin and
10% Dewar’s for a clean
burn. **Anarchist Alterna-
tives to NATO™, a review of
The Poor Man's James Bond
and other bomb buff
manuals retains such a tone,
with the claim that *'Your
lack of resistance would
contribuie only to the loss of
your knowledge to the next

Open Road, Spring 1978

from holding meetings in the
prison ¢lub room and from
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