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END CAPITALISM

If our capitalist masters were content to be just plain parasites
like fungi on a tree or like the vermin that infest a mission flop house,
there might be reason in their being tolerated by a good natured work-
ing class. After all, feeding a bunch of no-account idlers, even in the
luxurious manner to which they are accustomed, would not be an im-
poasible burden, Though, of course, it would still be a most unreason-
able thing to do.

But our parasites are not like that. They are not satisfied with
robbing us; they want to rule us as well. They want the whaole eco-
nomic machinery directed in a manner to suit their needs. They're
arrogant about it too, and chject even to the most apologetic protests
from their host, the working class. [t is ns though a bunch of fleas
undertook to order the dog around,

Workers go hungry, go to war, and eat beans when they prefer
steak because the parasites want it that way; they rear their children
in slums, work too hard and long at difficult tasks, and allow them-
selves to degenerate in mind and body because the lordly lice (the
non-producing owners of the earth) declare it must be so.

This insanity has gone much too far already. There is not one
sound, sensible reason to be found in all the world’s philosophy why it
should be allowed to continue. There is, on the other hand, every
reason why wage workers should join the . W. W, as quickly as pos-
sible and help to cleanse the weorld of the most obnoxious and danger-
ous parasite that has over sucked undeserved sustenance from it—the
modern capitalist class,

Alic laswmed by the 1. W. W.; i
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THE GENERAL STRIKE

The author throws more than a little
light on the question of how the
transformation of society from cap-
italism to industrial democracy can

take place.

By

BERT RUSSELL

William &, Foater, in his autobiography, pays
him respocta th A troe O, P, confarmet mannet by
relating the “folded arms" concept of the general
strike as belng held by the syndicabsi, It i ioo
mach to ok fop the fact in this panegyric of the
“marpect line™ that this idyllicism was toeated as
“ehildish’™ as early as the Parks Congress of the
syndicalist O, {x, T, in 1900, and that the torm
enrmarks but one of the many phaseas of dovelop-
ment in the genoral strike tdea.

The point of view of the general strike, as with
overy importamt idea, has changed & good deal
gineg i was first promoted &s a4 revolotionnry
method by the pamphleteor, William Benbow, In
England dusing the 1930°%, And that which has
changed, moedificd and transformed jts value and
tmetica has been the practical experiencse of work-
om participating in general striloes,

In mecord with the wtoplan ddess of the time,
Benbow calls the gonernl sirike, the Sacred
Strike, and spoke of it na a Heoly Day., Provious
organization pnd planming was not  consideraed
neceasary to oven moenbion, and the feeding of

Jamuamry, LI

the people was to be dependent on the good hoart-
ediness of the ownéers of the foeedstoffs, The
utopian reasonimg, that the poor were poor and
miserable only because the rheh were ipnorant that
the unequal distribution of wealth, of which thay
ware the beneficiarios, was the canse, is reflectod
in Benbow's outlook. Therefore, the general strike
was but a means of dreawing the attention of tha
rich 4o the resalis of their Dches.  Ones aware
of the real condition the rich would imemediatoely
correct thesg evils,

His whole attitande is surnmed up in the way
bp solved tha gquistion of Teeding the strikers for
the duration of the month of the proposed pirike.
Pointing to the esttle in the ficlds, he supgrested
that the strikers send & “eommittoe o plead™ ta
the lord for these cattle to foed the people. If the
firat committes did not get the desired resulls
(the eatile) then the committos was to be in=
crensed to plead “still more respecifully and
enerpebically.” With each succecdmg refpaal the
number of the committes was o still  incressed
Ugntil the lond's catile were fortheoming'' It
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waa perhaps with frony

that tho larger the commitiee the morg respect-
folly would it plead with the

practical enouagh to thit
plead more energetically and that

bebter chanoe they had of getling the lord'a catile

However, in the finst recorded general strike,
called the Plug Plot because the sirikers stopped
the mills by puolling the ploge from the boilers, it
wua egvident that lack of organization was dis-
astroiis mnd that the lord's emitle were not
coming o feed the poor, Meither did the rich
sre the error of thoir ways and make hasts to
correct the abuses, And they haven't until this
day bocause emough workers have still not learned
the lmaon of organizatisn and the real naturs of
the rich.

la France

France has been the most fertile fisld for theorie
regarding the genornl sirike and this may part-
Iy be secounted for by the fack that the workers
there have never eognged in = genesal  sirike.
Talking, writing and passing resolotions in fawor
of n ponaral strike are ot o stisfactory subatitute
for the genernl strike, Nor are thoss most favor-
ably inclinmd to the goendral sirike the ones that
do tho most talking, writing and passing of resolu-
tiona,

The unions sffilisted with the General Federa-
tion of Labor fn France passed resolobion after
resolution favoring the general strike but whes
faced with the question of taking this action they
did not bother to reply to the guestionnire sent
by the commbties, "Are you in davoer of an im-
madiste genernl strike im the evert that the rail-
rond wokringmen should declire a sirike?"

Mor did the pobiticians wmiss the benafit of this
great talking point. Aristlde Briand gained his
pepularity among the workers becnusg of his great
speeches in favor of the general strike when other
politiciana wera oppoaing the measure. But after
winnlng & high position in the governmont he
called the milroad warkers to the colors ta oparate
the mailropds under millinry control when a strike
was initiated on the rallreads,

During this periad the Fronch workers' jdeas
af the penernl sizike was iofluenced by the ex-
periences of the workers in the Belglam general
strike, the Bwedish genora] sivike and 1005 strike
in Rusaia. 'Withoot esguging in sech action them-
sobres they did learn from the experioncss of othors

~that o “folded srms' pemeral strike wna m “child-

Y conception. Zig Zag Foster apparently doos
pet give the common herd the credit for learning

from sxperionce,

Thers kave botn penern] sirikes In  many
cotuntrics and for nuany repsons and, with excep-
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tion perbmpa of the Plog Plot, all have boon ini-
tated and condusted by organizations of laber
existing amnd fonctioning prier to the strike, Thero-
fore, thive iz sufficiont reason %o belleve that any
future general strike will be inidated ond con-
ducted by labor organizstions. That, at lemst,
should be without gosstion,

And the eventa of past genoral atrikes, and oven
thess not general, are mfficlent cvidence that tha
employers will abtompt to break the strike with
the use of militia and terrorism spread by vigi-
lantes, Whaotever name the vigflantos use, whether
Citizoma Commndtiers of One Thousand, as in the
Winnipeg gensral strike, 1918, or Amorican Legson,
Sllver Shirts or Bergoff operators, thay will be
thare to do their dirty slimy wark,

Another condition, and fess cvident shan the
others, invartable characteristic of o peneral strike,
thoagh sometimes present in comparatively small
strikes, is that the siriking workers throogh their
own elected commibtbers assume some of the
ndminiatrative funetions of the politleal govern.
ment. A doal government = st up by workers!

Workeri' Contral

Robort Owen forewsw this farm of dhienl EOVELTi-
mont devaloping from unionism, neide from strikes,
when he addressed the comwvention of the Geamd
Mational Consolidated Labor Unions of  Grest
Britsin, 1835. He said in offect that "todny thers
sit in London twoe governments, the political gov-
erpment ih the Hotmes of Parlinment and the
workors' govermment in this convention, and seme
day this government will take over the funetions
of tha othor.'

W. H. Crooks, from his wide studies of tha
general strikes, drawa the justiflable conclusdon
that the essential mature of a general steike makes
necesanry the formabion of this dual form af
govermsment. To sabslantinte his viess he rolates
many incidences smmong them the following:

{Quoted from Strike Bulletin, Milan, Ttaly, about
1806} : “The Chamber of Labor, in the same of
the Milanese proletariet, has virtwally taken pos-
session of public power, and practically works the
adminisirative and political mechanimm of the
town, which facts assume & profoundly revelution-
ary agnificance, showing the proletarian capacity
to manage the proletnrian commume.'

{Quoting from the UNION BEQORD, just prior
to the Beaiths genoral strike 1010): “MNat Jast the
withdrawal of lubor, but the power of tho sirikers
to manage will win this strike, Labor will not only
shot down the industries, bot labor will reopen,
undor the management of the appropriste trades,
sdch activities ms are posded b preserve pablie
health and public pesce.” (The NATION on the
anme gtrike), “Before the (strike) commibtes ap-
pearid & long succesmion of business men, city

ONE BIG UMNION MONTHLY



officinls, the mayor himself, not to threaten or
bully, but to discuss the situstion and ask ap-
proval of the Commities for this or that step”
lemphasia ours),

The formation of a duml government by the
strikers during o general strike (s more definitely
stated by Winston Churchill, when ho wns ap-
proached by the union officlals during the 1928
genoral strike in England, with the proposal thit
the unlons cooperate with the government to
oporate certain trains, He replied, “What gov-
ernment in the world could enter into parinership
with & rival povernment, sgainst which it is en-
deavoring to defend itaplf and society, and to allow
thit government to =it in judgment on every train
that runs and every lorry on the road?”

The assumption of power over administrative
funections considered the exclusive jurisdiction of
political government ia not confined to gonoral
sirikea alone. Ewven small strikes assume some part
of this power in controlling highways and cloaing
saloons ond keeping order. Nor does this assvmp-
tion of power make o strike n socinl revolutionary
strike even though the workers intended to main-
tain this contral permonently. 8o long as the in-
dustrial control romaine intact in the hands of
the omploying clnes the worker's control of gove
ernmental admdnistrative power remalns but =n
reform measare,

A general strike becomes revolutlomary where
the workers procesd further and amume the in-
dusirial adminlstrative funetions,

Where workers through their committess have
taken over governmental ndministrative fonetions
to. protect society in the enviroms of the sirike
from pestilence, disease, hunger and terrorism, the
poriod of their exercise of these powers is limited
by the availoble stock of consumable commuoditien,
Then, unliss preferring to starve, they must re-
linquish their powers and emd the strike, with or
without the demends won,; or, the strikers can
extend their jurlsdiction over the contrel asnd
eperation of the industries where these BECessary
commodities are produced. Producing for them-
selves, the strikers can maintain thelr strike in-
definitely, But time would bring isereasing necds
for raw material mnd mackinery to maintain of-
ficiency of production and necesitate a constant-
ly incronsing field of industrial control and fn ita
train the transformation of the economic basis
of organized society., The employers would be
locked out. This consolidation of their contrel in
the indusiriez would minimize the rlsk of poditi-
ca] ndventurers taking control to bulbd a dictater-
ahip with its probablo loss of freedom to  the
workers,

Thua the modern imfluences, that theorists eon-
tend makes the gencral strike less poasible of sue-
cess, such as oil burning ship, eanned foods, air
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navigation, radic and automobiles, will tond to
make the revolutiomary genernl strike more pos-
sible of success because they will be under the
control of the workera. Even the army marchea
on itd belly and the belly of the nrmy is filled
from the industrics not congress,

Evon temporary effectivences of o geneva] strike
is pot pessible unless a large number of workers
are organized in labor unions. And unless thers
ia & stromgly orgamized group who know what they
want and have sufficient knowledge of Industry
snd technolegy to teke the inithative, a group that
bas the confidence of the majority of the workers
becaunse of thelr previous actlons and edweation
nmong them, there s lttle chance of a general
sirike with reform demands developing Inte a sue-
cesafol revolutionary geneml strike,

A Lost Opportanity

For instance, though the workers of Germany
were strongly enough organized to pull a general
sirike to beat off the fascist putsch of Von Kapp
in 1923, they did not have the kind of organiza<
tian or sufficiont education mnd confidence to take
over the industries then and ren them for them-
selven,  Instend, they looked +to thelr political
saviours to fell them what Lo do, with the Tesalt
thoy left the industries in the homds of the em-
ployers who have since, with the aid of the work-
ers' politician=s, ground them under the control of
Ehe nazis

But in Barcclona, Spain, mot only were the in-
dustrinf unionists abls to take “Eime opt” to sottls
the hash of the fascists but were able, because
of their provious organization and education, to
go back into the industries and run them for their
own good. Unless they had been able to do this,
their victory over General Godet would have netied
them fassiem bet n few woeks later,

Had the Barcelons workers been content fto
become party to assuming just gevernmental ad-
ministeative functions nothing substantial towards
the social revolution would have been necomplish-
ed, Bot sufficient numbers of them were or-
panized and oducated to direct the movement into
rovelutionnry chonnels and within a few months
such accomplishments have been made which, fr-
respective of tho final outcome, will stand & a
conorele example of the enpaeitics of our class
through our unicns to rebuild society on n basis
of workers' control and ownership. [t proves com-
clusfvely that the working class will nst porish
withoat masters,

The step that marks the revolutionary general
atrike e workers taking over control and opora-
tion of the mdustries for thomselves, whether ik
tnkes place under civil war conditions as in Spain,
or whother In times of compnrative peace, it is
nn outgrowth from a genernl strike with reform
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83 an jssue.  The tme will no: be chossn and we
ean’t predict ét. But it will be worker ergandzed
mnd odoeated for tho Porpose of running imdis-
trica previomly to tha ovent wha will ba the
dkies to put it into effect,

Predictions have bean made, theorien have boen
worked out, and they could be again, Buobt no good
purpese would be servod by doing so. We eannot set
the time or call the gvent into being bt we enn
prapare for it, becnuse wo know what it s gokng
bo take to do & Tt wil] require the technical and
working force orpanized socording o thafr fune-
Hon in the industry of produetion and distribation
of the necessition of 1ife, propared to take the atap
whan ths apportuntty arrives.

Throe questions are all that we nied bo prepared
to give n practicn] aswwer ta:

1. How waould ths job we are working on, or
inst working on, be run In the ovent wo wore
Tweed with the problem tomerrow of running them
of - olir ownT

2. Where would we pet the raw materinls we
se on this job?

d. How would we distribute the commodities we
pridoce on this joh?

If emcugh workers can anmwer thise questions of
indastrial procdure and organize now in mecord
ance with the mamner of carrying out thes PrEi-
tices, the revolutionnry genoral strike will not o
& theory to talk about, Jt will by semething to do.

THE GREATEST GENERAL

The radical press {a the hope of the niktion, of
the world, Often B i erode. coarse and banal,
—what would you have from the unrespeciahlo e
but always honest and straiphtforward. What it
prinls is the troth as it seos it, the uiterames of
honest men and purpossful. Support i, you who
stand for love aginst hate: freedom, aympathy,

Sim

kindnoss te  human beings against poverty  and
explaftation. Support 1, von whe hope for the
dawn. The commereial press is—commereial, In
the radical press you will find the two words that
make the Caplaing blanch-—CGeners]l Strikel

That will be Manhood's move against Money's
federal courts—if it comea to that—1I ake Mearth,

ONE BIC UMION MONTHLY
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Yes, We Have a Labor

Government

By VIOLET CLARKE WILKINS

Card No. X216219

No doubt yoo will have read about oor recent
federnl elections hore in Australia. The farce and
Tutility of the whole business was very apparent
in states like Westorn Aunstralin, where we have a
ao-called Laber Government in of flee.

The present gang of labor fnkers hawe been in
power here just over four and one-half vears, vet
we find on their own official figures that there
are over 6,000 men on rellef work, and lLikely to
remdin on it permanenily,

The Labor party when it won the state election
in 1833, introduced a relief work schoma whish
iz based on an allowance of one shilling per day
per bead In each family. They allow o man to earn
ofe pound per week over and above that, to pay
to the landlord for rent. For example, n man with
a wife and three children ls allowed to earn 35
ehilling per week, plus 20 shilling Tor rent,

The maximum that o rolief worker is allowed to
earn & B9 shilllng per week, so any of them who
are pnfortunnte encugh to have more than five
to feed muat foed the sorplus ones out of the
allowsnes of the othera

The Labor government also amended the police
act 5o a8 to make it a eriminal offense for any-
one to “obtain relief work under false pretences.”

Politicians Live Well

For example, men have besn sent o prison for
failing to notify the relief department that ome of
their children had died, and continoed to work for
and draw ns wages T shilllngs per week more than
tho Labor party reckens they ars entitled to do!

Jansary, 1905

The Labor ministors who enforce these conditions
draw on an average 30 pounds per week In =nlary:
nnd the ordinary members of Parliament dmw 12
pounds per wesk; and yot, whenever they are asked
to inerease the relicd work scale their invariable
nnswer s, “We would like to do it, bot thers i= na
money to make it posslble”

Any sane person knowing the econditions the
rellef workers have had imposed om them by the
State Labor government would realize the utber
fatility of wasting time and energy trying to have
tha same party elected bto the Federal Parliament
as a4 means of gobting better conditions for the
warkers, bot the comenies, ms you follow workers
in the U.5.A. eall them, or the comies, as we call
them here, came out in foll support of the Laber
pacty, even thongh the Labor party turned them
down with mpt-l:;nmﬂ

Thiz latest twist of the comics only goes to
Prove, of econree, that the workers shonld shun all
parlinmantary erooks, under whichever label they
travel, Republicnns, Domeocerats, Labor, or Commuan-
ist. They are all fundamentally the sxme and their
first ﬂhj-!l:ti'ﬁ'z ks to g'rph a wall paid job for thom-
solves and for thelr friends and relatives next, By
the time these are fixed up, there is nothing left
for the bolk of the poor mug workers. who voted
for them.

Comics Attack LW. W,

One gratifying thing about this eloction was the
large number of Informal voles cast, showing that
large oumbers of workers are allve to the humbog
and h¥poerisy of the politicians,



When these poople are veady to take the noxt
H“h hhl :P “Lh m I.W-w-p -rl-d ilﬂht =150 “'
imdustrinl field, then we workers will ba abls to
got some, or all of the good things of life for
ourselves instead of for the slimy politicians, s at
prosant.

At the beginning of this campaign we wers
honored by a visit of Mr. J. B. Miles from Sydney,
the boss of the Communist party in Ausiralia.

At a public mecting here when oupr membors
eriticized the policy of the comies in supporting the
Labor party, Mr. Miles got very abusive and after
refusing to debate the subject, made the astonnd-
ing statement that the LW.W, had “scabbed™ scores
of times in America.

Our members demmnded that he produce proof of
hia atatement or withdraw it. He would do neither,
80 he vms called & dirty, rotten llar, and the moet-
ing was beld up. He then sakd he didnt mean that
mombers of the LW.W. had worked when there
whs & strike on, but that the LW.W. had gona
against the line of the Communist party in regard
to the senmen's strike and elwwhers.

Of eourse, he wns made to look like a fool But
we all know that politiclans have hides thicker
than & rhinoceros, and little things like being
proved to boe dirty Harms do not seem to worry

Perhaps many workers in the U.S.A., although
they kmow that i makes not the least difforense
whother the Democrnts: or the Republicans are
slected, may be onder the imiprossion that the
alaction of “Labor” or Communist politlclans would
make o great improvement in the standard of liv-
ing. The example of how “Labor” governs in
Australin should help to dispel any false hopes in
this direstion.

As long as the present system of wage-slavery
i= allewed to continoe, it smbes no differonce what-
over as to how the boss Inbels his puppets who
run the State machine for him. He nay lnbel them
Labar, »8 in Australin; Populnr Front, as in France:
Wational Socialist ns in Germany; Fascist as In
Italy; Republican and Demcernt time about, as in
U.8A. The system by which the workers are ax-
plodtod &8 the same regurdloss of the label under
which the sxploitation fa earried on.

S0 away with all crook politiclans, “Labor™ or
Comie, Republican or Democrat. Line up with the
LW. W, and fight for the geod things of life whers
they wre produced,

The Prophet’s Curse

The Prophet-toul cam sever veil:
It cannot see, What B, is besty
By a strange demon ‘tis posscsit—
It has a conselence in its breast.

— LoV AMI

When There Isn't
Any Money

BY COVAMI

When there isn't any money
There isn't any honey

On the battercakes and bread:
And tho the sun is shining
One cannot help repining
And a-wishin® one were dead.

Nor can we help implying
That the Experts all are lying
‘Bout “‘prosperity iz here!”
For when we're feeling hollow
It is tough to have to swallow
All this cheerio and chear,

It is well for those who're eating
To advise us to quit bleating

For the bacon, beer and greens:
But I doubt they'd pep-talk, sonny,
If there wasn't any money

In the bottom of their jeans

Maral

If you want to go to eating,

Can the grouching and the bleating,
And go organize the crew!

For we'll face but stormy weather
Until we get together

In the O. B. U.!

EXTRACTS FROM EXAMINATION PAPERS OF
SCHOOL CHILDREN:

1. Heredity is a bad thing and ought to be
aholished. ;

2. All brutes ave imperfect animals. Man alone
is & perfect beast r

4. The theory of exchange, as T understand it,
is mot very well understood,

4. You can't really do so good when you have
things on your mind and nothing on your stomach.

ITA E5T

Stars and suns may perish,
Empires wax and wane,
But the Waw of siruggle
Eternal shall remain,

Bagrar Redboard.
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PROGRESS IN

THE MEN'S

CLOTHING  INDUSTRY

B‘.'l' Origin and development of a labor misleader

A Clothing Worker

In the year 1211 on the mdvice of my relntives
I sturted my career in the shops where men's eloth-
ing & manufactored. My aunt paid a woman $6
to tench me how to make hand buttonboles in men's
coats. That teacher was the first exploiter 1 came
in contact with bafors I renched the big shopa

Small contractors brought unfinished goods to
hor house and she would make the ,g,‘i'rl.- work an
the coatz while she charged them from §5 to §10
for tho privilege of working. Most of the girls
were young Europeans and put in monthe work-
ing for nothing in order to learn the trade. Actually
it required only a fow days to learn, but the teacher
played all kinds of tricks to prevent the girls foom
learning tod so0m,

She wonld teach them how to make the buiton-
hobe but Tefirse to show them how to put in the
knst stitehes so, after a givl had made o whole cont;
the boss would put in the finkshing touches in an-
other room so the girl would not have a chance
to learn how to po on her own. This tencher wonld
tell us of Polish girls who worked for her for many
years. She expected us to do the anme.

But after working four wecks as an apprenties
I =tarted ont locking for work. I went frem shop
to shop until I landed in the Leopold Morse Co.,
in Boston, Mass, The eompany emploved 500 people
a8l of whom worked piece work. The wages carned
wers from 326 to $45 for the man and $14 to 318
for the women or gir]l workers. There wae a G64-
hour week, However, there was no clock o punch
and workers aften came lnte,

We yvounger workers hated the piece work sys-
tem becnuse we had to fight for the work and
besnuse of other uanpleasantness that goes with
piéce work, such ns the better work being given
i the ones that bribed the foreman and the harder
work to the newoomers in tho shop.

During the noon-hour workers would talk about
the pices work system, about the contmaect system,
and sbout the Bd-hour week; the general conmclu-

#lon was thet “wos must have p unlon {n Boston.™

Jamoary, 1935

and of an organization miscalled a labor union.

In Febroary the Boston workers In our industry
went on & general strike, Five thousand tailors
wore out demanding the abaolition of the piece
work Eystem, shorier hours, and the abolition of
the contrnoting system. We were out for thres
months under the leadership of the United Garment
Waorkers of America of the A. F. of L

While we were pleheting the shops in zere
wenather and while many pickets tock trips to the
bospital sfter being hit by policomen with clubas,
the union shops in New York and other cities were
making coats for the Boston market.

However, with the soming of the spring season
it seemed that the Hoston monufactorers needed
their own particolar brand of suits so twa great
men camé to Boston to settle our strike. They were
the late Samue]l Gompers, president of the Federa-
tion, and the late Congressman Mever London, the
socialist,

It tock them less than two hours to settle the
strike. Wa were not asked to sccept the terms, we
were just told that the agresment had been signed,
We did not get wook work or the abolition of the
contraet system but we were f2o0ld te celebrate the
faet that we had union recopnition and the 48«
hour week, which wnz a provision of the state law,

The Contract Syslem

The bad thing about a contractor s that he ia
n man with small capital who cenvinces the big
manufacturers that he ean produce better garmenis
at lass cost tham the insride shop can.

This s the way & coniractor euts costs. He rents
n soeend or third rate laft, badly heated and badly
ventilated, and drives the workeras to the limit of
buman endurance. He drivea in over time and
strnight time and always holds the threat over the
workers' heads that If they den't produce, if they
don't hurry—well, ke 2 & poor man and will not
be able to meet the payroll. And many timea he
cannot meet it anyway, and so the workers have
o walt.
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T‘nmnfm-hnliﬂen&dtnthmymhu
during the strike and learned from them that n
unfon is the workers' Training Schosl and some-
thing about “In union there la strength,” nfter the
strike was over religioualy attended union mertings.

The first moeting we attended the socrotary told
us that we should be out in the park for a walk
and discussed the ealor of our stockings. Wo waited
for the meeting to start, but we went Bome dis-
sppointed; there was no mesting.  Wo discoversd
Inter that meetings wers held, that certain people
sittended but that our presence wis not noedod,

When the war broke out in 1914 in Europe the
Amarican clothing manufactorers were hungry for
the war profits. In order to get all the war orders
wotld vield, the clothing bosses necdod twa things:
They needed absolute pence in the industry and
the MAN to do the job of reglmenting the
workers for that porpose.

The Boises' Man of the Hour

In the eatting room of Hart, Shaffoer & Marx,
Sidney Hillman wans eutting under-collars. Someoms
sald that he attemded night schosl, that he knoew
something about spouting radical phrases, but he
was vouched for—he could bo depended on.

He wns coached by the manufacturers in what
to do and how to do it. At the 1014 Men's Clothing
Workers® Convention, Sydney Hillman eaosed the
split in the orion with his radieal phrases and
his talk of industrial upionism, and with other
things that he suggested to the corpse that was
the Unlted Garment Workers. Heo had his faction
organized, in the 1914 conventlon tho split eame,
and Mr. Hillman procesded to organize the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of America, The tailors
became revolutionnry over night and shouted for
Industrinl unionizm, through the mouth of Sxdney
Hillman,

No one know where his travoling expenses came
from but he traveled from ity bo elty with his
running mate Joseph Shlossberg, the S5.L.P. man,
in 1915,

The erusaders for industrinl gnionism for the
taflors arrived in Boston. Many méctings wore held
and thers were a lot of seeret mectings somewhere,
But the slow New England manufactarers did not
respond to the eall so quickiy as did the manu-
facturers in other towns. Thoy had to be sure of
their share of the spoils before they would aign
with any anjon, indostelal or othorwise,

Those shops that needed the union label sent
for the A. F. of L. men to keop the workers on the
job, I remember & fat-necked man named MeCarthy
who came from New York and made a speech in
the middle of the shop at Leopold Morse Co. tall-
ing us that “this man Hillman is & bom,” and that
we ghould be thankful to our good company for
giving us n chance to work, also that he had ar-
ranged with the Boston Police Department to give
us full protsction against anyone who darad to
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stop ua from carning an honest living: and finally,
“that the good American Foderation of Labor is
working with the city government for American
unionism.” To prove that he wasz not telling lies he
pointed to the door where two uniformed police
wore stationed for oar benefit

I felt n cold chill in my bones and o lump In my
throat. I was pot able to understand that one
unien was scabbing on another. There wns somme-
thing wrong somewhere, but whers I did not know.

However, T couldn’t work under polico protec-
Hon, the scissora fell from my hands and My eyes
filled with tenrs. 1T walked oul inte tha stroet to
be greeted by 50 other workers who honestly be-
Heved Mr. Hillman was a revolutionist and worked
for the bonefit of the tailovs,

“' w-l.'l tnmn.

The vear 1915 was n slow one for the taflors in
Boston. There was not work enough in the shops,
80 -for one voar [ went without werk becavse I
sided with the Amalgnmated against the A, F of L.
The Lespold Morse Co. was the only one working.

The next year was the beginning of America’s
war proparations, Uniform orders bogan te pour
into the shops; EVERYONE thot was able to bold
a needls was pat o wark.

One day the shop foreman stood near the button-
hale makers' table where two girls wore working
en 8 navy officor’s overcoat. Ho kept on shouting,
“Faster, girls, faster, the boat 8 leaving at 2 p.m."
One girl coliapsed and was taken fo the sick room.
The foreman msked everyone if they had a coosin
of & friend who could work and whom thoey esuld
bring in

The same situstion prevailed in every department
and in all the shops in the elothing industey. Tn
May, 1918, Mr. Hillman and his erew came to
Boston and signed agreoments with cvery shop and
then announced the establishment of the Induwstria)
Union' for taklors, the A. C. W. of A. Wa received
books with constitutions and preamble. The pre-
amble was very revolutionary mnd the last pars-
graph read, “The industrinl and inter-indosirial or-
ganization bailt upon the solid rock of clear Enowl-
odge and class consciousness will put the organized
warking clusa in actual control of the system of
production, and the working class will then be
ready to take posspssion of iL"

I looked at this preamble and felt that the one
yoar T lost when I left the Loopold Morse Qo was
not in vaing st least we Bave n union for the work-
urs, & unlon that will be our edusationn] mstito-
thom, that will abolieh the nationalism and the many
petty, ugly things, including piece work and the
contract system

Tho war was on. Wk were too busy and tired to
think of meefings. We worked all hours—Sator-
days and Sundaye. The orders had te go out, that
was all. If anyone refused to work he was obatroet-
ing the government in saving the world from the
Garman tyrants.
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Wa Make Demands

In 1918 the war was over. The shops were
preked with work, prosperity was riding high in
the clothing industry, We began to attend wnien
meetings and to search for this education we had
been promiseed.

The Russinn revolution was on and wg' romd
somuthing about shop committoss, | auked for shop
educational classes, for industrial uniah scheols for
the tallors. The ¥ounger workers agreed with ma.
Wo wore making demands that union money be
Hpent to teach the workers sbout industrial uniogn-
ism and that a shop bulletin be Esmuad,

Someone nominated me on the joint board. |
saw that a rush was made to the next room whers
elections took place—Ioud noises, the paid officinls
were in'a roge whon they came out 1 Wit Tiol
eloeted,

That day I was ealled into the office by the
logal secretary, Afr. Albert. “T want to talk to
you privately, pleass,” he said. The panicky ook
in his eyes and the alimy, sugary smile on his face
when he put hia fat hand on my shoulder made mao
foeol like someono was CpL¥ing a sack of ants an
the back of my neck. I Jooked at the man without
asking him anything.

He began to talk rapidly. “We have known you
sinee 1011, wo know ¥ou wont to night sehool and
we are glad that a girl that works in » tailor shop
finds time to educate herself, I have an offer to
make you—a vory attractive offor. You will never
have w0 work ina shop again . , . You're mar.
vied, [ venture to T g SR

"Who'a Is talking of marriage? I want to offor
Fou a job in my office, you will be my saaistant
Becrelary. Your pay will be $48 a woek. Liston,
young lndy, forty-eight dollars a waoek, that f= more
than you can hope to earn in a shop or in any
alfice, ™

“Aro you creating industrinl union classes? I
anke,

“What classes? What do you bother with such
Ronsenae for? The tailors don't need industrinl wn.
londbam, "™

At this point his sugary smile vanished. He grew
red in the face and began to shout, “Your job fs
ta keep your mouth shut, sit in my offles;, do as
¥ou are bold by the union officers, and nttond to
the cleticnl work around here,"

I pietured myself in that dingy offics taking
orders from Mr, Albert “Thank you vory kindly,™
I answered, “but T would rather work in the shop,™
And 8o I walked out of the office feeling that enr

union had been stolon from US—pr perhaps b had
never sxisted,

Wa Cot a Canvantion

The 1919 Amalpamated Clothing Workers' eon-
vontion was keld in Boston, in the Tremont Temple.
The delogates were chosen by the paid officers.

danuary, 195

A meeting was called of all the tailors to inform
them that they werg assessod 31 each for the en-
tertainment of ocut-of-town delegntes,

Wo didn't got n chanco to discuss the things we
Wanted the convention to take up. especiaily the
abolition of pisce work: We didn't g0t n chaneg
to say anyibing about the thinga that concermad
s, The chosen delegates were busy phoning alghs-
seeing bus eompanies about the eost of shewing
the delogation from out of town the important
sights in Boston,

In our shop cur bookkeeper took up collostian
for flowers to be sont to the convention, 1 waa
astonished, This shop that wis the hardest to or-
ganize in 1013 —many union picket hoads had been
cracked at the door of this bosa—now oot of
clear aky, he ordered the bookkoeper to take tp
a collection for flovwers for olif convention,

Why, if we wanted to send flowers to our eon-
vintion that was our own affair—we should have
discussed that among oursolves, bub if the hoss
orders flowers for our convention there must be
samething wrong. 1 personally, refused to con-
tribute . .

Great men were to address the convention and
everyone was invited to sttend. The Bostan cap-
italist sheets printed a ot about the eonvontion
H‘ummtt&thnhrgmhﬂinth Tremont
Temple to hear the gront men,

The then great arbist, now g lik-
spittle of the Communist party, Robert Minor, put
his hand on Sydney Hillman's shoulder and said,
“Friends and comrades, T take groatl plomsors in
presenting America’s greatost labor loader, Sidney
Hillman."

Hillman's volce sounded as though it came from
4 distance. He said a Jot of things about what in-
dustry could or could not de. In concluding he
Was very mmch comcortied about the industry, No
He was followed

olaborate band played seme Bongs and we went
home, cold and diznppointed,

The next day a grand ball for the dolegates was
to conclode the convention’s business, At the ball
I asked Minor how he as a revolutionist could say
about Hillman what he did,

"My dear Rebal Girl," he said, “wou don't un-
derstand strategy,'

The 1919 convention gave the taflors banks and
the banks own large apartment bulldings, where
the petly bourgeoisio enjoy modern comforts.

dn 1526 T lived in Poughkeopaie, N. ¥. There I
found that twoe large shops were making men’s
conts. The machine work was dome in the
with seab labor, while tha finishing was done in
the homes by housewives and little children, Upon
muoking inquiries T found that the coats were eqe
in Mew York by union cuttors,
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"How about the A. C. W. 1.7 Don't they know
about this?" I aszked.

“sure thoy kmnow, but they are nok intereated
in organkzing the tailors, they are in the: banking
busineas.'”

In San Franciico

In 1930 I landod in tho shops in San Francises,
Calif. T found that the largrest ready-made n.-]q-thin:
sbop ‘in towm; the Strouse shoep, wes controlled by
the A. C. W. of A. The firm borrowed money
from the Amalgamated bank and the workems were
foread to tako & roduction in wagpes on that aceount.

Finally some of the workers rebellod and thoey
were told by Mr. Rinish, the union manager, if they
didn't like it they ecould go home, and that he
could gel plenty of cheaper help from Los Angeles,

Ome girl in the Strouse shop slapped Rinish in
the face for a personal insult becawse sho ohjeetod
bo contimmous wage cuis,

The House of Oliver, another Amalpamated
shop, asked the uebem fto permit them {o put in
pisce work, The workers objected becansze It was
o special order shep where one worker has to do
several oporations, The workors called a shop meest-
ing in their anlon hall. When they came for the
moeeting they found the hall closed.

The local union president and vice-president
called a local union mecting to diseuss the Oliver
ghop stuation, They found that Mz Rinlsh had
six professional gangstera there. Thoy took the
wice-preshlent, Bill Rosds, by his hands and feet
and threw him throogh n glass door, cuatting the
ligiments im his fesef, while Mr. Rinish told him,
“that ks what yeou get for objecting to plece work."

Bill and foor ather workers, including myself,
wory fived from the shop of the House of Oliver
for talking agminst pieco work. The bess wanted
;utrm:u- work, therefore there should be paede wark.

Mr. Blnish was later Killed by a worker from
the Sirouse shop becanse he brought that worker
from Los Angeles and becaunsze, when he srrived
in Frisco, be found wages so low that he objected.
Rinish told him that if he didn't like It he could
quit and that he would get him snother job. One
dny the worker askhed Rinish where that promised
Jab was,

Instend of apswering him Mr. Rinish simply
gpit in hia face and told him to get out. The work-
ar, croved from hunger and hamilmtion, palled
put & gun, and killed Mr, Rinish. Ho wes later
caught by the sheriff and killed for resisting arceat

A Peorfect Sellout

In January, 1937, Mr. Bldney Hillwan signed for
a 10 per cent increqnse in weges for all tailors.
Tho tailors ware net consulted. The agrecment was
signed in January bui the ralss was not to go into
effect until May 1. The eclothing manufaciurers

immediately began to run thelr shops full speed,
over time and Saturday work—nothing extra for
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aver tima. They filled the stores and stock rooms.
After tho ralse went into effect the shops closed
gnd the tailors are walking the sirests. Edward
Levinson in the M. Y. Evoning Post tells us that:

Mr. Hillman is president of the N. Y. Amalga-
mated Hank:

Mr. Hillman is president of the Chicage Amal-

gamated Bank;

Hillman has besn president of the Amalga-

snated C]nl]lirlg Workers union for 28 VERrs

with & stoady incceno;

Mr. Hiliman iz & member of the Labor Board and
o member of the Commitics for Industrial
Organization (C.L0.).

The offices of the A. C. W. of A, gre more
elaborate than the bosses’ offices. The bosiness
agonta are dressed like bankers, but thers is never
n union mesting to discuss shop conditions. The
workers in the shops experience double fear: They
fear the boss for if they should got fived the ankon
will not help; and if they get reparted to the union
a3 being lklekers they will sit in the employment
affice of the anion for months and never know the
regson why they don't get joba.

Knowing theso facts from oxperience the worker
accepts his fate like a slave that is ehained for
fife. The boss exiracts the union duoea from the
poy envelope. Buosiness ngents and employmont
office clerks are never changed. There are always
the smme names on the ballot. Mo one knows who
nominated theme The wages in the shops are ex-
actly what they were In 1911, before we had any
onion st all. The girls average from 514 to §13
a week, the men average from $26 to 35 a week.
We all work piece work.

Mr.
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tlluring the Now York City muonicipal campaign
all the shop chalrren were told to eall the workers
to a special mecting in Wobster hall. When the
workers came in after work; tired and hongry, the
well-paid busingss agents closed the doors and the
workers had to stay to listen to speakers urging
them to voile for Mayor LaGuardin and all Labor
Pariy candidatea Later we read in the capitalist
press that the Amslgamated gave 35,000 to the
LaGunardia canmpaigm.

The tallors walking the strects, wondering if
their next month's rent will be pald by aeme friend
or relative or if they will be foreed to go on rolief,
have nothing in common with this onion or this
unipn's president. The great Amalgamated banks
will mot give them one penny and Lalosrdia, nfter
his wietory, will not stop the sheriff from evicting
failors nny more than he will stop him from ovict-
ing any other slave who is dumb enough to dele-
gate hiz powar to a polithcian,

Thaose workers who are shouting "hurray™ for
the C.LO. iype of Industris]l unlonizm will do wall
to exsming the AC.W. of A. In 23 yoenrs the eloth-
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ing homses have bocome richer than they ever werse,
the tailors are poorer. They have nothing to say
in their union. Mr. Hillman, batween trips from
MNew York nnd Washington and attendance st
White House dinners, has long forgotten what the
inzide of u tailor shop looks like. His well-drossed,
well-bmrbered §75-n-week business agents are cop-
Eingally telling the tailors that they shoulid ba glad
Ehoy ore working, and when they are nmot working
the: business agents bock themselves in thekr officss
and nre oot to bo soen,

The capitalist press well approciates the services
of Mr. Hillman mnd singa his prafses. Another
World War Is about to come. The workers are to
be regimented on & national scale. The men that
will belp lead our young to be slaughtered and our
aldiér indusirial slaves (o hely gather the gpold that
the next slanghtorfest will yield for our exploiters,

have boen chosen—and how well they have baen
teamed!

Mr. John L. Lewis, mill owner, mine owner, and
faithful servant of the American ceal companies;
Sydney Hillman, bank president, and faithful serv-
ant of the American men's clothing mrnufactor-
ers] David Dubinsky, well-pak! servant af the lndies
clothing bosses; and all the other well-pnid men and
women in the C.LO. controlling proup who have
demonstrated to the boss class their nbility to pro-
vent workers from gaining anything or learning
how to gain anything for themselvos,

The intelligent working mon nnd women of the
United States who wnre enpable of regeoning nod
who ean see that only through industrial solidarity
can the working class, ss a class, mnkes this workd
a better place to Hve in, must help to build the
only workers' organization—the Industrinl Work-
ers of the Waorld. Make the workers in the shops,
mines nnd mills be the legislative body for the
interests of those who pevform useful work. Law-
yers and politicians will never do it for them.

UNAUTHORIZED

BY C. M. RUPEL

The “leaders™ said with manner most
emphatic,

“"We never planned or authorized this
strike. "

And the union cannot function

For it hasn"t got our sanction

And it's bound to be erratic

When tlha bosses cannot rule them as they
ke,

But the Workers calmly went on organ-
izing.

They said, “We’'ll build it of the rank and
file.

We'll ignore the would-be leaders,

And dispense with trouble-breeders,

And results will be surprising,

Now we've let them know we do not like
their style.”

Now, it's good to know the hours have been
shortened

L
And it's good that the wages have been
raised.
Every self-respecting worker
That is not a chronic shirker
Or a hopeless scissorbill, is truly heartensd,
And gladly will admit those methods
should be praised,
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Failure of the Workers Alliance

By L. NICOLAS

In La Revolution Proletarenne

Translated by JOSEPH WAGNER

Renders of this magazine will no doobt recall the
pact that was concludod towards the later part of
July, between the National Confederation of Labor
(CNT) and the General Uniom (UGT). The en-
fire press in loynlist Spain hailed the act as “an
historie event.’ Yet, in the two months following
the event almost no attempt had beon made to put
any part of the adopted plans in operation. Of
the momeroos Linison Commitbecs, elected by the
two organizations for the purpese of ereating local
upited couneils, the press has mention only of
one case where such a thing was sccomplished,
that between the metal workers' onions im Ma-
debil. The only siatement isaoed by the National
Limizon Committes te the press, mentioned other
cnsea without, however, naming the localities, {(Sel-
idad Obrera, Sept. 8.}

The sabotaging of the allisnes belweon the two
agnlons is mainly duc to the deep seb hostility of
the commuanist agenis within the UGT; the com-
munials are fundamentally displensed with the paet;
becauze of that, they are contesting the right of the
General Executive Board to conclude such a pact
without aubmitting the guestion ficst te the Na-
tlomal Commities of the UGT, which is made up
by the Execotive Commitbees of the Federatlons
affilated with the UGT. It would be a mistake, how-
ever, to believe that in their action the commuon-
ists were promptod by & desire to uphold democracy
within the union; they are simply relying on the
fact that by devious maneuvering, of which they
are past masters in all countries, they mansged
to obtsin a majority favorable to their poliey im
the Mational Comgmittes. They want to accomplish
at any price the complete domestication of the
labar union movement in Spain. Thoy make use of
every possible method in order to attain that pur-
pose: towards the CNT they are using cunning
and flattery: in the Lovant they did mot heaitats
bo create a peasant organization, in opposition to
both the UGT and the CNT organizations; and
in the UGT itself, they mannged fo ereate a split
The following are tho facts:

A split in the Spanish U.G. T. is
engineered by the Communists.

Thi Stalinkst ngents being aware that the major-
ity on the Goooral Executive Board iz composed
of loft elements grouped around Largoe Caballers,
decided to destroy the Board. Throogh the Exe-
cutive commitiess, with communist majorities, af
the different Indusirial Federations, an ultimataom
was forwarded to the GEB of the INGT, ordering
that body, in virtue of article 33 of the Constitu-
tion of the UGT, to call a National Commitioes
maating within & week. They based their ulti-
matam on the fact that the signatories constituted
a majority of the said MNational Committes. The
order of business they proposed for the meeting
was extremely important: Report of the GEB; the
ald to be given bto the Popular Front governmant
in enrrying on the war; the problems of produc-
ton amd workers” control of industry and the ndap-
tion of the most nportant of them te war condi-
tions; tho intemsification of sgricoliural produc-
tion; cooperatives and collectives; the scarcity of
food and the fight against speculation; the muni-
cipalization of ity services; the unity of action
with the CNT: election of officers to wvacant posts
in the unionz . . .

The General Execntive Boand answered the ulti-
mntum through a lotter addressed to the signatory
Industrinl Federation Executive Committecs. We
reproduce the essentinl passages of the letter from
Claridad of Sept. 9.

“The Executive Beard received the document
bearing your signature, demanding the calling of
& mesting of the National Commitiee. We are
astonished to see that yoo are basing your claim
on acticle 33, since in conformity with article B,
your federation is suspended for non-payment of ita
taxos to the UIGT. Secing that at the last Nationnal
Comnpittes mecting sovernl federntions that parti-
eipated, debated and voted in that meeting, without
having the right to do =0, the GEB decided that
this should not be done again and so it nnanimouwsly
docided to apply to your federation the first part
of article 9.
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(The first part of Art. 0 says: “Organizations
Im arrears with taxes For two consocutive quartors,
stand susmended.™)

The ruling affected nine federations, milmers,
lenther workers, clothing, gas and olectricity, drugs,
wood, teaching: banks and exchange, and oil, ro-
presenting a total of 200,000 werkers. On Sept. 8
the GER sent commumieations ts all the local un-
ions of the sospended fedorations, inviting them
to communicate directly with headquarters in arder
L0 re-esiablish the bond between them

The Stalinites retorted with a violent enmpaien
nmking much of the sentimental arguments, that
the exelusions were hitting at the horole Anturian
miners; they evoked all the tochnieal arguments
on the one hand contesting the valldity of the diehis,
on -the other hand offering to pay thoem up. On
September 24 the suspended federation committees
invited all the Industrial Fedorntions of the UGT
to o conferenice where the question of suspensions
should be examined. Of the forty-two. federations
affilinted with the UGT thirty-one answered the
enll faverably amd partizipated at the conforence,
Three foderations: Transport workers, Agricaltur-
al workers and Metal workors remained loval to
the GEB. The excluded foderstions mnd those in
sympathy with them declared themselves tho aply
regular organization and elected & new General
Excoutive Board. Thus the split within the UGT
beenme an nocomplished faet,

Viewed from the angle of demoeraey within the
lmbor movement, it would have beon more logical
ta have called n spocial comvention which eould
have sottled the imsue, fnstead of invoking the de-
linquency. Howover, such & eall for convention was
diffienit under the sctual conditions. How can a
true ropresentation be obtained from such s highly
industrialized” district as Asturls whers the war
Wl raging, or from the Bay of Biscay district,
oecupied by the fesclst forces?

Nntarally, men of the Caballero type deserve
to be treated with the groatest aircumspestion, The
Tact of having radically changod his political ai-
titude three times in six years, fs by ne means a
punrantes of stability for the future. The mmsss-
cring af nocialist and ansrchist workers In 1931 and
1832; the enacting of drastie legrinlation for the
defense of the bourgeois republic agninst the work-
ers, and then from that position flopping over to
n - camouflngoed  Stalinfem, contributing to the bol-
shevization of the soclalist party and of the TGET,
in order to arrive finally to the iden of Jabor un-
donism free froms political party domination, the
road he traveled in slx years was indeed 8 torszous
one. But, in spite of all, the left wing of the UGT
contsing many sincere rank and fils militants, and
their presont position of barring the read of Stalin.
igm, bs in conformity with the interests of the work.
ing class,

We glve below some of the arguments used by
them in the Correspondencis de Yalencia, In an-

Jasisry, 19

swer fo the open letter of the Political Bureau of
the communist party, tendering its “ontstretehed
hand” 4o the anarcho-syndicalist CNT. The firak
article as reprinted by Sclidaridsd Obers of Bopt.
17, followm:

"The documient pubHshed by the ‘Buresn’ s ons
more Irrefatable proof of the theorsticnl snd pras.
tical Inconsistency of that group of would-be lead-
ern, who for so many yomrs past was dragging
after them what they call the vanguard of the re-
volutlonary prolotariat, in all the qungemiros, amd
who s0 often in the past acted in n manner be
coming to the sixth eolumn.

“Just ns on the doy when they abruptly deelded
to jomp into the workers' alliances after having
fought agninst them with fire and blood; fust as
when they suddenly decided to fight with all thelr
energy for the domoeratic and parliamentary re-
public after hoving demanded, holding the knife at
our throat, that we break entirely all the ties
that might have attachod the working class to the
beurgeaisie; just ns at the time when of a sudden
it threw ftaelf at the feet of the socinlists aftor
having for so long vowed that their unity with the
revelutionary soclalists would not be accomplinhed
until all the reformist roots would be first pulled
op; just as at ss many other calminating moments
of the revolutionary development, these apaoat]es
of iron dizciplineg and of the firm and immovable
‘HUme,” made a complete turn and upheld thot which
the provious day they absolutely eondemmed.”

The second article econtains a winrning to the
CNT. We take it from Solidaridad Obrera of Sopt,
19y where it was peprinted:

“The communist party persists in its oternal falso
position; ita prosent attitude lneks all seriousness,
We were right, whon speaking of the document
of the Politlen] Burean of thn communist party,
we sald that nobedy will trust them any lengor;
that all they wanted was to make a toy of the
CNT protending to be for unity and for the restora.
Hon of the Popular Front,

The comnunist party has once more betrayed
theeo who naively wounld kave liked to sec in that
statement of the Bureaw, a change in thoir tactics,
The communist party i net canting nntl-fasaint
unity. It shook it up and breke it and today, by
following their sujeidal tacties, which the Burean
{tself declared to be imcompatible with the inber
est of the war and the revolution, makes the sola-
ton of the problem of unity more diffienlt. Té
creates an atmosphere of hostility, using the most
repulsive mothods aguinst the two great  labor
unfon fedorations, These are the great merits of
the communist party,”

The Correspondencia de Valencia has been sus:
pended since. Tho stranglehold of the Stalinksts s
&0 strong not only in Spain buot In other eountries
as well, that the dissppearance of Large Caballera's
publication passed over in silence, People, the ar
Ean of the Frénch General Confederation of Labor
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(OGT), and thePopulaire, organ of the French so-
cintist party, did nok oven mention the fact to thele
ronders. And yot, a few wesks before, Largo Ca-
ballers was for these papers the grand champlion
of Spanish democracy. What sert of & convention
would that of the UGT bave been in such an
atmosphers, whore oven a Caballers or i Ara-
guiztain eannot freely poblish o paper, or speak
at a meeting? And what can be the atatus of the
common rank and file militants?

The cxplanation of this despotiom ia that there
i a widespread discontent and grumbling within
the unions. The apprecistions of Claridad, a strong-
Iy communistic papor s extremuly significant in
this conneetion. We repraduce fram its Bept. 8
e

“Ewery mosting [= a fight in which no guarter
is asked or given; in which, at times, one encountors
tho same pazaion as in the batiles eavried on in
former days with the encemy classe Every election
for any union function, brings forward, with bit-
terncas and strife, all the instruments of nyitation
and propagands, which we workers were in the
habit of mEITE when  the haur:p:n'u: governments
were cilling us to the ballot box. Yate soliciting
for candidates, anonymous tracts containing dire
threats, strange behnviora amd unealled for mand-
festatlons, Soch are the outward consequences of
thesy moicida] battles, that some forcss are inter-
ested in fomenting within the locals of our glorious
unicn. Bot bave thoze trouble makers glven any
thonght to the Internal repereussions of these
fights?, If thoy knve, thon surely they would have
put the brakes on some of their activities of which
we are complaining. Such negntively aggressize
podicies will damage the labor unions most of all
Theze damages are manifesting themsalvea by a
lmek of activity, by the absenes of energy with
which to confroni the nctoal and nwmentous prob-
lams of taday. This rond leads nowhers except fo
the entire discrediting of the wnions, making them
unfit for the speclal tasks that are Incumbent spon
Inbor unions

“Calmly bat earneatly, we take the Iltherty to
warn the unions We are forced to sericusly comn-
sider the situation. The present time = certainly
not the proper time for us to indulge in internal
fighta that will weaken our forces and further
divide the energios of the working cluss. We have
congistently arged the unions that they hold repu-
Iar meetings and conferences. Wo have done so
with & positive point of view; wo believed that the
unions, theongh their mestings, could realize a con-
stroctive plam of work, of which the Immediate
result wonld have been incressing mmterinl sup-
port to the govermmont Im its war werk; overcom-
ing tha nhortages in pq'vuﬂq.l.cl:inn by intensifyving the
work, putting in operation =il the wheels of In-
dustry and agriculture, and generally orienting
themselves towards the objectives that shouald be
the same for all of us. But, if union meetings and

conforences are to merve only for mmnewvering, by
using methods of Ignace Loyols, for breaking up
evorything that is mow aonited and preventing the
unity of that which iz #till separnated, then it ia
better mot to held these assemblies

The Sialinites certainly must have ron up agains
sorfous resistamce In order to make them spenk
thias.

The Opinien of the Left Socialista

The Madrid scelalist organization makes known
iz spprecintion en the situstion in an open lotter
eddrepsed to the Executive Commlites of the So-
einlist party of Spain, This Madrid organization
has in its ranks aoch cotstanding accialists as Largo
Caballere, Aragulstain, Pascual Thomas and Liopis
We are reproducing parts of the letter from the
Information Bulletin No. 47, of the FAIL-CNT:

“A people ls invincible on comdition: that it is
mot made to lose eonfidencs in its nspirntions of
liberty, on econdition that it will not see emerging
from ita own bossom and from its eollective saeri-

fices, a new fyrannieal power, and Intermal despet- -

fem that would frecze up iis enthusinsm in the
fight for frecdom at bome and in the long ron its
reatstance to tyranny from the outside

“oown e knowledge that there s a polithcal or-
gankzation that is working above anyvihing elae, for
tha incremas of ita own power, having the secret
ambition of becoming the sole organization both
doring and  after the war, shatlera the morzle
of the fighters on the front and of the workers of
the factories and fiekds

“ .+ Wa are referring to the Spanksh sectlon
of tho communist international, Wa are holding
this party malnly responeible for the misfortunes
Experienead 1:-3.!' the republican =pugr in the Isst
threée months, and we hold that party responsible
for the oven more serious disasters that will come
In the meoar foture onless mn immmedinte Tomvody
i foumnd,

¥, .« Until thres months ags there was & real
anity of anti-faseist aclion in Spain. All parties
and the labor unions wore collaborating direetly in
the control and respansibilitics of the condoct of
the war. That anity of purposs and action has been
diminishing Trom day to day, By whose fault? By
the fault of the commmunist party In the first place,
becnuse it was they who first sot up a conspiracy
Lo remove from power the poople ard the organizn-
Hons that would not submit ko the orders Im‘p&ﬂ:lﬂ
by the comamoniste; lator they slamdered the very
personalitics whom they have raised uwp on the
pedestal, when they saw in them an chatncle for
thoir partisan schemes, whether an the war fromt
ar In the state officea. They took the ridisulous
nttitude that political parties, and particalarly the
comenunist party, are priviloged bodies of almost
divine origin, charged with the mdasion of direci-
ing public eonduct and that the Iabor unions wers
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only good to do the work and blindly obey the
newly solected aristocrscy, as if peoplo who follow
a manual or professional ealling had less capackty
for the affairs of State than those whoss calling
is nothing but politics, and at times, what sort of
palitical

"The communist party declared war to the derth
to those in the UGT and In the CNT who wore
opposed to its totalitarian policies, which 1a by
ng means a dictatorship of the proletariat. Tt broke
the eordial relations cxisting between that party
and the left wing of the socinlist party since the
October rovalution and during the first menths of
the military insurrection in 1986. And now they
even have the norve to state that it s our party
that has changed palicy,

“The ‘left wing socinlists are nmow the same as
they were before. They are not rosponidible for a
single act of hostility agwinet the commwuniss porty;
bot the communists are guilty of many such nets.
The left socinlists ath] desire the political unity
of the two parties, subfect however ts thres con-
ditlons which were formulated and established ns
o basis of discussion by n conferemce of thiir
groups in Aprll 1938,

“The united party should be at ol times aub-
Joct to am exclusively national direction and e
sponsibility; in any case a national comvention
should have the right to terminate the unity,

“We are disavowing the campaign of foree and
persecution carried on by the communist party on
the war fronts and in the rear: it is rovalilng to
the socinlists who are upholding the dignity of
thefr party and their own dignity as men and
Spaniards. The injustices and the favoritizms. in-
ireduced by the commmnisis were never comidored
favorably in Spain; the misguided lepdors of the
Spanish section of the Communist International
should have taken thiz in considoration . . .

“Something more was destroyed: a government
that was more truly Spanish through its aims, and
wis the most efficient both internally and intor-
nationally than Spain has had sines the beginning
of the war; this government was for the unity
of all the parties and of the labar uniona: thus
it was for the comprehonsion of all the parties
and of the workers supporting politizal unity. By
the destruction of that povernment the confidenco
of the soldiers on the front and of the workers
in the rear was shattered. In spite of the fact that
the war wus o tragie affair, costing rivers of popu-
lar blood, the communist party did not hesitate
to profit by it in order to further ita policy of
absorption and of speculntion.

“If the recent unfortunate war operations st
Brunete, which have been refected several timos
in advance by the military technitians, whi eon-

=

gidered them fated to fallure, if thoss oparntions
wore due enly to military errors, we would keop
quiet about it, and would only ask for the discharge
nid the puanbshment of these guilty of having
wasted 50 much of the people’s blood: but in thess
operations the militnry objectives weore aubhordls
nated to potty political onds: to the glorification of
some communist chiefs, who eonducted them, In
case thoy would have succeeded. The Intention was
to demonstrate the supericrity of n government
that could come back and save Madrkl, in contrast
with & government sccused of having dessrted the
eity; to demenstrate also that If soch an CAZY vics
tory was not won sponer, this was dos to the un-
reasdnmble resistance of thoze who confounded jn-
action with pruodence, of thoss who confounded
the opposition to the partisan passfens of com-
munism with the anxisty for not spilling oriminally
torrents of popolar blocd, The pityful resolis have
demonstrated to who was right.”

Bumming up its position towarda the commun-
ist party, the Madrid socialist erganization son-
cludes:

“Poliey of division and spectacolar poliey at the
cost of thousands upon thowsands of dend and
wounded without any strategien] gain, such was the
policy of the communist party. If we would bs as
evil minded s they, we would say that thess
policies are made for the purpose of creating the
moral and the material conditlons for & copnplote
dafeat.

"We prefer, howover, to believe that it is only
i question of orrora of judgment, and of the ma-
neuvering of poor and mechanized  intolligence
that can believe that victory is near and that the
commmunist ean atiain it by themselves,

“If that ia the case, thoy are erring prafoundly.
Vietory will bo the resnlt of the combined anti-
faxcist forces or there will be none. For, of two
things one: sither the communist party will alter
its policy which leads to defeat, sr it will have to
be removed from public affaire as the snomy of
republican Spain.”

The open lotter adds that in justice it is necos
gary for it to siate that eéven if the CoThEmanist
party is the moat responsible for the present aitun-
tlon, yot it §s pot the only one, Withoot mentioning
the socinfist party by name, the suthors of the
open letter are secusing the socialist party of un-
explaingble complicity inside of that party:

“There are an infinite number of forms of
treason, But that of wanting to liguidate one's
own party for the benefit of another party, that
is unprecedented . . . of such an net only an anti-
rovolutionary, anti-democratic unserupulous minor-
ity, seeking power for the sake of power could be
capable,'
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Playing With Words

The greatest universal indoor game i Playing
with Warda. It & the favorite passtime of edu-
eators, trade union leaders and politiclans of all
ghades. Next time you hear one, nobe how the
wards roll out, tumbling, twisting, turning inside
out, somersaniting. You will be sarprised what
tricks they can do with words

The game s as old as language itself, Buat at
B time in history has the game reached the heights
that it enjoys today. In the carly days there were
mo belegraph, telephone, mews reels; no news-
papers and nows systems as we know them today,
no Jand apeakers Lo enrry the words, no radis hook-
ups that reach into the far corners of the earth.

When o person played with words in those days,
if he apoke the words they could reach but a
ammll mumber of persons and i it waa the written
word it did not reach so very many. It was a slow
process. Today, when the President of the U, 5.
plays with words he ia heard around the world.

There ia another important factor involved in the
game of words. In the early days the ways of liv-
ing, the system of socioty was comparatively aimple
and the wards to explain them were simpler and
nearer o the rook, Today, with the highly com-
plicated system of bving and with the rapld chang-
ing within the system the words used to desoribe
the changes are so far behind the changes that
many of the words used to describe the changes
are meaningless and often milly when applied to
reality,

What aré some of thoss words and combinntiona
of words? Here are a few that are overworked to-
day. Heading the Jist T would pat down, Democracy,
and Doemocratic Countries. Then you have, the
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By CHAS. J. MILLER

Publie, the Conaumer, the Righits of the People,
Identity of Intercst between Capital and Labor,
Arbitration to Seitle Disputes between Capltal and
Labor to Securs Justies, and so on.

Mow,when people hear that wond, Democracy,
they tnvevediately sco a picture of a country that
is poverned by representatives, collectively slosted
by the people whe are politically and socinlly,
equal, Thers is not & country that could stand up
to: this test. 5o long ns some people control the
means of living of other people a Democracy is
imposaible,

Next, you have the play on the words, Puablic
and Consumer. Now, these¢ two words mean the
same prople. We all eome uader the head of tho
Poblic and we all are Consumers. But when the
player on words wuses these terms he invariably
menns that the public’s and the consoniers' Inters
eats are Identbeal. It is only when you examine
who the public s or who the consomers are that
you realize that you cannot lumyp them together
under either head on the nssumpiion of Sdentity
of social interests.

The puoblie Is made up of two separate economie
classes whose interests are opposite. One of these
classes eontrols the moans by which the ofther class
fives and as long a8 they do control the means of
living thers ean be no eguality between them in
the msoclal, political or cconomic sense,

And the same holds true in regurds to the other
term, consumer. It i true that we all consume,
buat, there are two toinlly different forms of con-
suming. One is destroctive consumption, the other
preductive conrmamption.

If you eonsumao to reproduce or you producs
more than you consume you are a productive son-
sumar. Bot I you conswmme withoat reproducing,
then ¥ou are a destroctive consumer.

A fire that consumes ¥oor home iz destructive,
A fire under a boiler that pencrates pn;um:rr to Tun
s plant is productiva.

The working class is the productive consuming
¢lass. The capitalist class ia the destructive con-
smuming clnss. Yoo cannmet lomp thesa two
<lasses under one heading because their social in-
teroats are opposite,

With these brief oxplanotions you cen readily
see that to accepl these words at their face value
as usod by these players with words is a dangerons
practice and will sceount, in o great memsure for
the confusion and mess we are in,

Starting en such falss premises you cannod pos-
sibly arrive at 8 sound conclosion. We musi pot
take the Waord for the Reality. Tt fa the reality
that eounta.
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IN THE COURSE OF EVENTS—

By GEFION

When Larry Holman was fourteen, he came to
the conclugion that he was fed up.  The old man's
grumbling, when he came dragring home from the
mikl at night, made him so demn sick and tired
that hoe couldnt stick it any longer. The squalor
af the ramshoackle dump whera theyr lived was
gobting his nanny. The overlnsting bickerings of
the old lady, the howling and squabbles of his
half-starved kid brothers and =sisters were petting
in ‘his hadr. The stink of unwashed dinpers hang
in his nostrils wherever he went. Ho one fine
afternoon, Larry rolled up an extra shirt and his
cther pair of socks, went to a can in the wood
sghed where he hid ]:l[.u.h'l'.-&d & dollar and ai:\tl:-].'-ﬁt':
cemts, saved from his paper sales in town, and
heat i, At any rabe, he thooght, H will be one
craw less to fill.

Larry skirtoed the town till he came to an op-
hill grade where the trains for Seattle slowed
down  He laid down behind o stomp and walted.
Ovbre him erept a feelng of rrelease—a foeling as
if ho had jost escaped o nightmare. His plans for
the immedinte future were haxy. He had mo clear
conciption of where he wns going or of what
he intended to do. Hao thought vaguely of going
sonth.  Anvway, things would shape themaslves
somehow,

Night cmme. Frm behind the hills, the moon
rosp full amd with a benevolent grin on ite golden
Face. It climbed owver the tres tops and flang
m dnncing streamor of silver through the greenm
waves of the Sound. A stearter coming in from
the Pacific sounded two hoarse and cmphatic
warnings at nn outbound lumber schooner, 1%
growlod back angrily, ss if to say: "I hexrd yer
the first time, Stupkd,"™

Larry lay drowszing behind the stomp and let
the noisea of night soak through hiz being. He
wna ot woreying about what the old folk would
Eay orF think af his sudden and unanfnoufced de-
partore. Hg didn't feed serry for them nor for
himself. Somehow, he felt that the tears shed
over his di=appearance wouldn't eause a tidal wave.
He  knew the factor that would determdne the
parmninl Teclings would be: “Well, it's one less to
fecd and clothe.” And, snyhow, he would drop
them a line &s soon ns he got somewhers and con-
nected with a job. Then from the north came
the shrill, warning whistle of the southbound
Treight,

Jununry, 198

Larry had thought that he wns nlone. But out
of the might there came men. Young and: old
men—atraight and bent. Mon with bed rolls up-
on their tacks. Grouchy men and homorons men.
Working stiffa without o dime in thelr pockets.
Btiffs with a dollar or two in thelr jeans, Homan
beings with emplty gota, Some whe had been
lucky enongh to conneet with the flesh pots. They
came from behind stumps and trees. They came
clambering up over the embankmeni, They drew
back in the shadows, waiting, Larry kept-fo him-
self, waiting, and with femr hasmmering his riba.

Then throogh a cut in the embankment, the
locomotive's: headlight cleaved a blinding channel
through the night A long-dmwn whisile, then
two short onem and the lradn ht-q'u.n :h'w]r L]
gather momentum again, Larry sprang from be-
hind the stump and swong himseld ap on the rear
end of an ofl tank. He saw the others come from
their hiding places like distorted figures in &
flickering film and seramble absard—some with
the agilty of youth, others with the angulnr stlff-
ness cansed by the calelfied joints of old age. Amd
the train with ite freight of pooda and humamne
wos  swallowed I!j‘ the pig\ht‘

S

Larey's dollar and siztydive cents had gons
with the wind leng shee. The seductive movie
houzes of Seattle had gotten most of his hoarded
wealth. Jobs were as scarce as hens' teoth. His
overalls looked like mn introduction to a washtub
wornldn't hprm Ehem wny. Fozz vas sprouting on
his ehin. He had in his mooth the vapid taste
that comes from the missing of meals, and he
didn't feel any too favorably disposed towand the
world in general, But he would be damned if he
would alink back to the old folk—not for all the
tan in China,

He was mooching up Yester Way., On  the
copnor of Becond Avenuae, he felt the eagle eye
of the patrolling flatfoot rest suspleicualy on the
tmek of his neek. He geared his stops a notch
faster and sueceeded in making the corner before
the Law could mmke the prescribed inquiries ns to
his right, if any, to be'on earth. Ho drifted down
tewnrd Washington Street and got talking to s
kid of his own ape—a wise pank, who knew the
roped. They desided to beat it to Tacoma.

And from his new-found partner, Larry learnod
the gentls art of bumming back doers for lumps
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He absorbed the intricacies involved in making
the right approach for nickles and  dimes. He
learned that in the dark crevices of life there were
practised certain sexual peculiarities which were
not striotly in sccordance with Hovle, And his
normal instinets revoltod against the whole lousy
affalr—bumming and all. He told his sidekick
what he thought of it. They had a row and
parted.

B0 Larry began making the rounds of the shopn
and mills—only to be told, “Nothing doin’” More
back door bumming—one had to ext. More Joh
bunting. Then one gloricus morning, Lady Luck
took Larry gently by the paw and Jead him into
the golden wvalley of johs Ha wag taken on An
peneral roustabout in a box factory at the bank-
busting salary of two ond a half per divm, And
Larry clung to his job lke a green cowhand to a
bucking mustang. For months, he felt he was on
the road to riches. He sent the ald folk a five
spot, telling them how well he was doing, and best
regards to the kidse Thon one fine day, the can
was tied to him and soveral othors—Reduction of
force necessary, due to sensonal lack of orders,
the notice by the timeclock had it.

*

Life i a stage. You wre the master of your
soul.  Life i3 what you make it. Don't wateh
the clock M you wish to succeed. Every clond
has o silver lining. Half o loaf is bettor than
nane et all.

Larry had heard all these chin-whiskered bro-
mides, and many others, time without number dur
ing the course of hizs young and hepeful life.
His school teachers had druommed them through
his skull, He had read thesn, seb off in baold
type, among the intellectual claptrap of the papers
he had peddled in his kid days. His old AN,
twhrdod and toll-worn, had mumbled the one
about the half loaf whenever there had boen a
wage alash at the mill,

Oh, yes, Larry was well nequainted with them
all. And he had come to bolieve that they just
about epitomized all the wisdom that had ever
emanated from the brain pans of the wise Euys.

When Larry got eanned from the box factory,
his visible means of support consisted of eleven
dollars and four bits, Ho had on a pair of new
overnlls, a warm logger's shirt, and his fect were
encased in a pair of fairly good brogams. And
hard knocks had begun to teach him g thing or
two. This time he didn't blow his dough on the
movie joints, Oh, yes, he took on one or two—
mostly depicting the remarkable adventures and
lion courage of Hollywood * cowhands wiping out,
single handed and by the bushel, foul villlans and
slavering seducers of fair maidens. But he had
bean taught a lessan In moderstion when his dollar
and sixty-five cents had gone by the board. And
he knew that if he failed to connect with a job of

Twanty

some kind before his prosent elewen bucks were
ghot, there would again be the old song and
dance of, “Madam, will you plense—1" And,
darmit, he detested that

But jobs were hanging as high s the rowan
berries that the fox couldn’t reach, Larry rustled
the shops and mills enrly and late—Nothing to-
day—Sorry—May come back some other time.
And his wealth dwindled until once more he found
himsclf on the bum,

And so Larry Holman grew imto manhood, Now
and sgein n job. Then back on the bum. Thirty
days for vag. Lousy—Boiling up in the jungles.
Sick in the county hoapital with preomonin, Kicked
out half eured, woak on his pins, withont a dime.
Every cloud has a silver lining, You nre the master
of your soul. Life is what you make ft. Ha, hal
This guff, Larry came to realize, didn't quite jibe
with the sharp-edged corners of reality.  'Well,
what &' hell, ong had to learn!

Yes, Larry trod the pathways of NHfe. He
learned & litthe here, dizearded a gerewy  notion
there. He learnod to see and to listen. Ho found
the delights of libraries. The kicks in the pants
that life gave him did not make Mm bitter or
sour—he roalized that he had a Jot of company—
bot he preferred to he alone. When in the som-
pany of others, he spoke quictly and he learned
the knack of finding out ndirectly what others
thoupht and belicved, He paid attention to their
words, but most, he observed thelr actichs, When
in the jungles, he would sit off by himsclf and let
the talk of the other stiffs drift through his brain.
Now and again a truth floated to him and stuek.
He would roll himself a pill and mocch off, medit-
ating the while on what he hod heard and on
how it shaped up with actualities,

£

A manifested fredght was  rumbling sonth
through the night-blanketed land of sunburnt Cali-
fornin. The monotonous grey hills billowed in the
distance as if they were dirty circnz tents that
the wind was trying to lift from thelr MOOTinE
Sommolent farms and villages fitted by and in the
pastures cattle wers lying in the dim moonlight
like models in the relief map of some nterprising
real estale shark. From the top of the train, they
werp no larger than Nurnberger toys, out there
agiinst the dark earth,

Larry Holman sat on the top of a refrigerator
and watched the cars on the highways zoom by.
They looked like swarms of enormous beptles
that were scurrying from their burrows, trying
frantically to escupe soms impending eatastrophe,
Owverbead an aeroplans was buzzing ita way east-
ward Eke an sngry gadfly,

Once again in his lfe, Larry wasm't quite
positive as to destination or immedinte plans. He
had been morth as far ss there were land and
jobs. He had been sast and gotien a gutful of
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mass production and the speed-op. But he hod
never vob feasted his orbiis on thet bopsted-abount,
bragged-about, sereamed-about  chambor-of-com-
merce parndize known as Sunny Californin, B,
now, here he was and he felt somewhat like Mark
Twain in Innocents Abroad—a lot of blabh—noth.
ing much {o get exeited abount, pt lenst not an far
az ficat impresslons went, Wall, he would hold her
deown tll he strock the gold-paved avenues of the
City of Angels and see for himself if the aborigines
of that burg were of o clay differont from that
of ordinary saps

Larry furned his back to the wind and relled
himzelf a cigarette. He lighted it under his cont
and sak gazing into the night. He wis getting
on to twenty-five now, Hard work had pot tough
musales on his bones and he looked out inte e
upafraid. He hnd learned self-reliance and how
to think. In his busy life of holping to build up
the bosses bank aceovnts, he had found out aeweral
thingz as to how this Lttle hen ward, enlled Rife
of sociely, is thrown together. And he had come
to the eonclusion that as muatters stood, thoy were
rether dizzy. The hinges could stand a Hitle oil.
It waa tongh mathematics to strike o balance, On
the one #ide, varchouses stuffed to the rafters—
ot here, John Wearkox with just abount cnough
dough, when “gpainfully" employed, {0 buy back a
mere handlful of erombs Trom what he had turned
aut, Te zay nothing of the milliona of workless
pounding the sidewalks looking for non-existing
joba or for dimes. It was worse than trying te
figure out & Chink lJottery ticket—it conldn’t be
done, at least not by the equations used by the
Food bosses' yea-men.,

Omee in the jungles, Larry remembered, an old
towhiskerod st hed stood up from his jawn can
and declared to & gang of wise buzrards that the
working class and the employing chass had nothing
in commen, And, furtherthat there could be mo
peace s0 long as hunger and want weore found
among millons snd the few who make up the em-
ploying clasa had all the good things of life. And
he had furthermore declared that, goddamn their
dirty scissorbill hides, all the moren wise cracks
in the world wouldn't alter the case.

Ol Whiskers" statements had drifted to Larry
throuph the smoke from the fire and the lnughter
with which the others tried to ridieule him, Larry
had then thought that the statements originated
with the old stiff and he had come to the con-
clusion that they weren't badly thought out for o
broken down old dingbat, Laber he found out his
errar. . But i didn't matter. They were the truth
—the kind of tmth he and all the other pack
muales meeded before they ecould do muoch abowt
getting accounts balaneed,

And mow he sat here on the top of a rumbling
fraight and thooght aboot life and = pecnliarities.
The moon had disappesred over his shoulder and
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wos sinking behind the coast range. Mow and again
a dog barked at the pessing train, Cows rose from
their sleop and the ecarth steamed under them.
Thoy homped their backs to got the stifffncss out
of their joints, then they lowed a throaty welcome
to the morming's milking time. In the distames,
roosters were proclaiming to their seraglios that it
waa time to shake n feather. Slowly the sun erept
up over the eastern hills and bore on s pale rays
the Tirst gray light of a new day,
)

Larry dide't find the City of Angels a New
Jerusnlem. Mor did he discover any vestal wirging
daintily treading avenues of gold—at least mnot
around those parts the borg set aside by the best
people for the scum of oarth—May, nayl On the
whaole, Larry thought it was the dreariest hoosier
lay-omt he had Inid eyes on in many & moon. And
az for ita demizens, well, ha found them on par
with the rTesi of Moronin—no better nor worse
—just another cross section of dear and boauotifol
life.

Larry set out to explore the ity and fis sand-
blown eavirons. And he conldn't, for the love of
Pete, figure how a couple millions of bipeds had
gotten cormalled in this gray and  Joy-forsakem
ecorter af the globe. Mot when he made inguiries,
thoze who had been n town long encugh for o
elean shirt looked at him as if he had been gpooly
enough to ask: “Why doos one enter Paradise?™
Hi woent out of town and gazed at the mountains
and came to the conclusion that the bloody things
fooked Jiko Sahara set on ond. Well, well, ench to
his own taste. He was damn certain that he wasn't
going to make the burg any more crowded than
it was ¥

Larry was meandering down the skidroad. The
sour stench from onting joints that hadn't changed
grease since they wero first opened filled his mos-
trils and brought vivid olfactory reeollections of
tho acrid dinpers that had beon part cause of
his leaving the parental gables, Bleary-eyes winoes
wore guzzling barrel wash in the doorways. He
met stiffs ho had slaved with wp north, Things
weren't =0 hot, he was told. Mot ¢ helluva lot
going on and woges lousier than ever. Same old
tale. So Larry decided that it was time for him
bo got oot of thiz erummy hole and rustle & master
in some other part of the great open spacea,

1L

The strike on the Sherman Dam, Federal Re-
clamation Project, was rolling into its fourth week.
Larry Holman hod been on the picket line practi-
cally dny and night since the morning when the
duly olected sirike comrmittes had leb it be known
to their kind and benevolent bosses that from
now hemee it would be niz on low wages, robten
chuck and lonsy bunkhouses.—Here are our de-
mands, look 'em over and let's have Foor answer
by eleven.
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mas production and the speed-op. But he hod
never yeb feasted his orbits on thet boasted-about,
braggped-about, sereamed-about  chamber-of-com-
merce paradize known as Sunny Californin, 8o,
now, hero he was and he felt sonwewhat like Mark
Tverain in Innocents Abroad—a lot of blab—noth-
ing much to get execited about, at least not as far
az firat impresslons went, Well, he would hold her
down till he strock the gold-paved avenues of the
City of Angels and see for himself if the aborigines
of that burg were of a clay different from that
of ordinary saps,

Larry turned his back to the wind and relled
Bim=elf a cigarebte. He lighted it under his cont
and smat gazing into the night. He was getting
on &0 twenty-five now. Hard work had pot towgh
muscles on his bones and he looked aut into life
unafraid. He had learned self-reliance and how
ko think. In hiz busy life of holping to build up
the bossen bank acconnts, he had found out acveral
thingz as fto how this little hem wvard, enlled life
or sociely, in thrown together. And he had come
1o the eonclusion that as muatters stood, thoy wers
rather dizzy. Tha hium eoild stand a Hittle ail.
It was tough omthematics to strike a balance, On
the onp wide, warchouses stuffed to the rafteors—
oitt here, John Weorkex with just abount emough
dough, when “gpainfully® employed, 10 buy back a
mere handful of erombs from what he had turned
awt, Te say nothing of the millions of workless
pounding the sidewalks looking for non-exksbing
joba or for dimes. It wes worse than trying to
figurs out s Chink lottory ticket—it conldn't be
done, at least not by the cquations nsed by the
good bosses' wes-men,

Onee in the jungles, Larry remembered, an old
bowhiskered stiff hed stood up from his jamm can
and declared to & gang of wise buzEards that the
working cluss and the employing clasz had nothing
in common, And, furtherthat there could be mo
peace s0 long as hunger and want wore found
among milllons snd the few who make up the em-
ploying class had all the good things of life. And
he had furthermore declsred that, poddamn thede
dirty eclssorbill hides, all the moren wise cracks
in the world woualdn't alter the case.

Old Whiskers" statements had drified fo Larry
throuph the amoke from the fire amd the Inughter
with which the others tried to ridienls him, Larry
had then thought that the statements originated
with the old =tiff sand he had come to the con-
clusion that they weren't badly thought out for a
broken down old |:1:i:|'|..g;|ri|:., Labker e Tound out his
error. But i idn"t matter. They were the truth
—the kind of Gmth he and all the other  pack
males mesded before they counld do moch about
getting aceounts balanesd,

HAnd mowr he sat here on the top of a rumbling
froight and thooght about life and = peenliarities.
The moon had disappeared over his shoulder and
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was sinking behind the coast range. Now and again
a dog barked at the pessing train, Cows rose from
their sloop and the earth steamed under them.
They homped their backs to get the =iffness out
of their joints, then they lowed a throaty welcome
to the nmrning’a. mif'lr.lng," tiowe. [n the distames;
rooslers were proclaiming to their seraglios that it
wag time to shake n feather, Slowly the sun erept
up over the eastern hills-and bore on s pale mys
the Tirst gray light of a new day,
%

Larry didn’t find the City of Angels n New
Jerusalem. Mor did he discover any vestal wirgine
daintily treading avenues of gold—at least not
around those parts the borg set aside by the best
people for the scum of carth—MNay, nayl On the
whaole, Larry thought it was the dreariest hoosier
lay-omt he had lndd oyes on in many & moon. Amd
az for its demizens, well, he fonnd them on par
with the resi of Moronfn—no betler nor worse
—just another cross section of dear and boantiful
life.

Larry sact out to oxplore the city and fts sand-
blown eavironz. And he conldn't, for the love aof
Pete, figure how a couple millions of bipeds had
gotten cormalled i this gray snd  Joy-forsaken
earner af the globs, Bot when he made ingairies,
those who had been I town long encugh for &
elean shirt looked at him as if he had been pooly
enongh to ask: “Why doos ope enter Paradize?™
He wont ouwt of town and gazed at the mountains
and enme to the conclasion thet the bloody things
fooked Jiko Sahars set on end. Well, weoll, ench to
his own taste. He was damn certain that he wasn't
going to make the burg sny more crowded than
it was, ¥

Larry was meandering down the skidrosd. The
sour sternch from eating joints that hadn’t changed
grease sinee they wern first opened filled his nos-
frils and brought vivid olfactory recollections of
tho acrid dispers that had been part cause of
hin leaving the parecrial gables, Bleary-cyes winoes
wore gurzling barrel wash In the doorways. He
met stiffs ho had slaved with up morth, Things
weren't =0 hot, he wamas told. Mot t' helluva lot
going on and wagpes lousier than ever. Same old
tale. So Larry decided that it was time for him
to got out of this erummy hole and rodle a master
in aome other part of tho greai open spaces,
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The strike on the Bherman Dam, Federal Ro-
clamation Project, was rolling into #ts fourth week.
Larry Holman hnd been on the pieket line practi-
cally day and night since the morning when the
duly elected sirike committes had let it be known
to their kind and benevolent bosses that from
now hence it would be nix on low woges, robten
chuck and lousy bunkhouses—Here are our de-
mands, look 'em over and let’s hawe Yoor answer
by wleven.
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At eleven, the Brains, with befitting ealm and
kindly-stern miens, had Informed the committee
that the demands were simply preposterous.  Why,
the prosent wages were positively as much as eould
bo paid. And hadn't they themselvos on  soveral
actasions partaken of the food asrved in the conk-
shack and found it excellent? They eertainly had!
The boys had better go back to work The boys
should realize that altho the project was being
done by contract, they would virtually be striking
again’ the Gov'ment, snd that simply waen't
done. Yos, the boys had better return to work
and they, the Brains, would sincerely soe as to what
could be done in regard to the bunkhouses, They
would, they sdmitted, grant that the slecping
quarters could possibly stand & liftle improving.
The committes said, “Oh, yeah?," snd turned on
ity respective heols,

A moeting wag callod of all the stiffa. The re-
fusal to grant the demands was rveported by the
commitbes, The stiffs voted nuts on gulng back
to work and a strike was called immediately. So,
now, Larry and his follow workers hiked the picket
ke for miles, keeping out scabz,  And they sang
songs of class rebellion and solidarity,

Larry reported to the nightly mesting at the
picket camp that he expecied trouble. The chair-
man wanted to know upon what he bssed his as-
sumption, Larry said that he had observed several
new muge being added to the company's gunmen,
and that some of the piekets in town had sent word
that the company apparently was figuring on mov-
ing a gang of seabs in from soeme eastern point.
S0 Larry thought it bost to be op goard and
warngd the other pickets 40 wateh out,

Larry's suspiclons proved true. Up over the
vellow desert road that lead to the job there came
several mornings later a convoy of trucks loaded
with a collection of derelicts snd barrel house
scum. Each truck was amply protected by com-
pany gorillas. The picket lne closed ita ranks,
tensely awaiting developments. Larry stepped in
Iront of the first truck so that & either had to
stop or vun over him. Tt came 4o a slandstll A
gunman jumped from the driver's seat and point-
ing his sawed-off shotgun at Larey, he wanted to
know what in the goddam hell was the matter here.
Larry said, “Do these men know thers ja a strike
on this job?

The plug-ugly let Larry know that it was none
of his demn buosiness what they knew,.—Them
Fuys was gonno go £ work and no goddam red was
gonna wtop "om, see? The thugs from the other
trucks put In an appearance. Like a row of
mephttic fipures from the exhibition of a veneronl
dispass quack, they formed & fomce across the
rond. Pickets went out around them and yellod
to the human dlot=am in the trucks pot to scab;
They answered with a barrage of empty booze
bottles. The pickets relreated toward the road.
A bottle missed the line and struck a gunthug on
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the akall and inid him flat. The one next bo him
whirled and omptied his shotgun into the ranks
of the pickets. Larry saw three men go down and
He struggling in the yellow sand. His  heart
pounded against his ribs. He sprang at the gorilla
and before ho had time to turn, Larry had the
gut twisted from his grip and rammod ithe both
of it into the base of the thug's ekull. He saw
him mmks & half-turn snd drop with a dull thuad
in the middle of the road. Then it was as if an
army irampled him underfoot snd all  beenmo
nkght,
)

Larry vaguely felt himself floating up from o
decp shafy of darkness. A strip of light erept
between his eyelids and & sharp smell of disinfect-
ant filled his nostrills. He tried to open his [T e
but thoy folt ms if two heavy weights had been
placed upon their lids. He could dimly see a
barred window., A white-clothed person  came
townrd him as if he wers emerging from a fog.
Larry wanted to know where he was and what
had happened. The man nnrwered: “You're in the
hospital ward of Lag Palmas county jail—What
happened i3 none of mry business”

Larry tried to sit up, but pains shot through
his head and chest, He Tall back upon the eot
and discovercd that his hend was wrapped in
bandages. Ho tried to remember what had hap-
pened—thon he saw the gorilln drop in the road
and remembered the other thugs laying him out
—“Christ, my ekull iz busting—the mugs must
surely have given me the works." He asked the nt-
tendant if any bones were busted. “Ne, but's a
wonder—You've beon out for two days.”

In the afternoon two gumshoes came—Name,
birthplase and age? And they lot Larry know
that he thought himself a tough guy, oh? Wall,
he was going to got the rope for this Larry
wished they wonld get t' hell out of the Jolnt and
let him alone. The mext day a bespeetneled lag
came and droned through a warrant, charging that
on such and such a date, nomo so and so, at op
about 7:30 o'clock A, M., Larry Holman, agoed 27,
had wilfully and with malicious forethought cansed
the death of one Jess Bullock, special guard, Sher-
man Dam, United States Reclnmation Project, Las
Palmaz County, State of New Mexico, by force-
folly =striking him st the baso of the skull with
the butt end of a sholgun, wrested from the hands
of aforementioned Jess Bullock, now doeceased, by
thoe herein named defendant, said Larry Holman,

Larry twisted himself up on an elbow and looked

imcomprehensibly at the mug that had done the
reading: "“Did T sctoally cromk that fink?™ ha
asked.
“Yuh evidently did—He's ns dend as a door-
nail—And who's yor atiorrey? Ti%s a  Tederal
charge, ye know, bein' committed on Gov'ment
proparty.”

Larry told him that he didn't have any mouth-
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plece por any doogh fo hire one. He would have
to think the wheols jumble over before he could
decide on anything.

Two doys lnter, he was removed to the jail
proper.  Larry crept around his stinking eoll, try-
ing to work soine of the p-inand.atli'fnmum.nf
hia joints. Several days Inter, he was brought oat
to the visiting pen. Three stiffs from the picket
camp yelled at him through the double sereen:

“How are ve, Larry? We'd been hore lang ago,
but the Law woulda't let's. How are yo maldng
it, old boy? Got any smoking? Anything yo need?
We've wired the Committes in Chi and they are
sending a lawshark down herg fo take charge
Wo're tnking up doogh for yer defense™

Larry said never mind o bGouble aboust him.
What he wanted to know was how it came that the
finks didn% bump him off. The stffs from the
picloet camp yelled that they had charged the
gorillns na soon ps they had knocked Larry for =
gonl.  They had golten sovern] of their guns sway
from them and told fem that the healthiest thing
for them to do wns to scram before they were
made inte salt and peppor shakers. The finks
and the scabs had scattered all owver the damn
desort like s flock of {lapping buzzards, But be-
fore thoy could got Larry out of the way, o gang
of bulls from tovn had roshed them and put the
pinch on him. The gays that the gunfink had
fired on were doing okay, and Larry needn't wor-
rr—they'd stand by him 11 hell froze over—
“And, goddamned, we won ouor demands—no more
scabs after the last performance, and the dear
bosses auddenly had a change of heart. All the guys
went back to work yesterday, but we was elected
ns o committes to sep aboot yer defense—and
wi're figuring on pulling another strike in protest
against yer belng in the can™

Larry sanid nix on that—ithe stiffs needed the
doagh and nevep mind lim,

W

A depoty marshall unlocked Larry's handeouffs
and told him fo sit on a bench inskde the mailing
soparating the space set aside for spocistors from
the court room proper. The reom wes alive with
biatzing voices and craning necks. From the strocts
camp the rumble of traffic. Larry set qoietly
ard gazed at Lady Justice, hanging in gluom fly-
spoeked riphtcousness above the high-backed oakon
chair intended for Hizzonor, His atltorney modded
him a greoting and motioned him to st over st
his wable. They spoke together in low voloes—
defense, jurers, wilnesses,

The jury box was filled with twelve good men
and troe. They sat solemnly with hands crossed
over their bellies, Some were yoong, some middle
aged, somo fat and others lean, bot it wns as if
they had all been molded by someone whe slmply
had rofused to wariate. They had not all been
ncecpted yot, but Lagry's sttorney whispered that
be thought they would do—best that could be ex-
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pected In a haysesd community. Mebbe the prosesa-
tion would challenge one or two more, bat ha dida"t
think sa.

At the press tnble, the reporters were yawning
nnd sharpening thoir peocils. A Jono woman aat
amang the balf dozen men. She was a mers slip
of a girl, Her hair was golden and bobbed in m
manner that gave to her face the oxpression of a
whimsieal kid. She wore n simple dress of black
with thin white stripes, and kher only orpamont
was - hreond white ecollar falling over her shoulders,
She seemed the ul1.1f onpe among the reporters Lo
whom the outcomoe of the irial had any knterest
Mow and again she would leok owver at Larry
with gray, doep ¢yes sk widely apart =aa if to
evaluate what kind of person he might be. She
also secmed to kaow his attorney ns now and then
ghe passsl him a slip of paper and recelved from
him in reply & negative shake or an sfflrmatbre
o

A prunchy bailiff in horn-rimmed spectacles and
with a mug that looked ns if # had been painted
with permangansts of polasslom, steod Gp and
droned, “Hear ye, Hear yvel—"" A door lading
to the judpe's chambers opened and a white-haired,
withered mummy in black robes ‘acutilod across
the floor and seated himsolf in the high-backed
ocaken  chale, A moment later, the clerk of the
court came {ralling in with an armful of ledgers
and doecoments. He boomted at the aticrneys and
the eourt roony in general that the case of the
United States va. Lagry Holman wes now called.
Tha prosecating sttorney '!l:hrru'u'pnn ot on ia
fect and let it be kEnown that, may i ploase the
court, the jury wans sccopbeble to the prosccution,
Hizzoner locked boredly ot Larry's sttorney, Yes,
e, oo, mecepted the twolve good men and troe.

And after the proscettor had sbood up and in
a lugubrious and solemp voice had told the court
and the jury what a colprit the United States
intended to prove Larry Holman, he procecded
to march forth his army of witnesses, The Brains
from the Sherman Dam cseme. Yes, a strike had
boen called on the project prior to the dsy—four
wieks or thereshout—whon oor Mr, Eollock met
hiz untimely denth. Yes, the sirfke had been enused
by the onreasonable agitation of the defendant,
Larey -Holman, and other agitators. Yes, on several
provious ocenslons, the plekeds, s they called them-
selves, had proventod willing and eager workmen
from ontoring the job. Thanks, sir, that's all
The defense muay taky the withess,

And the defenss took the witneses and sue-
ceslod after mueh hemming and hawing on the
part of the Brains o bring forth spluttering admis-
sions that sll the men had voted to strike whin
their demands were rejeciod—that all the men
had walked off the job when the atrike was called
—that the demands—"Ik you Tecognize this copyl
—mwere for beiter wages, betler food and the im-
provement of ths vemhk-in.l'ﬂ-ated sleaping qoart-
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ors.  And was it nob alss o fact that all those
demands had now boon granted? Yes, they wern
=—the job gimply had to he finished nt & certain
e,

The Brains further, and with equal reluctancs ad-
mitted that Larry Holman knew his onions when it
cama to the work he had been ealled apon to per-
form on the dmmn—further, that he had always been
& peaceful and unassuming pomson.-——That's all,

And forward swaggered or slunk the company
gorillas nnd stool pigecns. Thoy stood up, one
by anv, ruised their right mitts and swore to tell
the whole truth and nothing but, so help me. Yes,
they knew the defendant. Yes, they saw him in
thie court reont—that's the guy sitting over at that
thore table. What happened on or about such
and wuch ® date, st or sbout 7:40 o'clock A, M.
on the road just where it onters the United States'
roclnmation projects, commmonly known as  the
Sherman Dam? Would the witness please turn to
the jury and in his own way tel] the gentlemen of
the jury just exactly what Eook place on sald
moming? The witnesses wonld and they did tell
the story in their own way, Now and aguin there
came from the defense sttorney an objection as
to tho statements belng immaterinl, ireelevant or
mers hearsay, “Objection overrolod—Prosesd. ™

Yea, the witnesses told how they had boen sert
to town with the company's trucks to bring out a
group of workomen shipped from the sast to go to
work on the dam, How the pickets had provented
them from getiing o the job by blocking the read,
how they had refused to move on, and how finally,
after calling the men in the trucks foal names,
Larry Holman had wronched n shotgun from the
hande of Br. Bolloek and struck fim over the head
with it, then and therehy causigg his deoath,

Ami the defense took the gorillas and finks in
hand and after much squirming om their pmrts
forced them to admit that Bullock had flrst fired
into the ranks of the pickets and wounded three
persons before Larry Holman had twisted the gun
from him and strock him down—and that had it
not been for the other pickets’ coming to Larry's
rescus, the gunmen would in all Jikelihood have
killed him. And was it not a fact that Larry Hal-
man had been confined in the medical ward of
the Las Palnas county jail for several days, due
ta the besting he hod received at the hands of
the gunmen? And was it not also 8 fact thai the
company had the preliminary hearing and the trial
powtponed until the eoffects of said beating had
disappeared? Hers the prosscotor objected to
the defense’s “leading” questions, “Objecton sus-
imined—Procsed.”

Recosy came and Larry vwos permitted to walk
in the corridor after he had comp back from lunch
with the watchdogs, Two deputics wore stationod
&t the ond of the corridor to prevont esenpo, Larry
stretehed his legs and wonderod how much longer
the show would lust and what the jolt might be,
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when the gitl from the press table came up and
affered him her hand. She ssid:

"My name is Ella Brant—I'm reporting the trinl
for the Workers® Voice™

Larry said: “It's a pleasure to dnow you—I wne
wondering who you could be—but yom sbonldn't
bove come all the way from Chicage for this
affair.'

He looked inte hor face and decided that her
gray, wide-apart eyes were as cloar and besutiful
s the lakes of his native north, They walked to-
gether and talked sboub many things under the
watchful eyes of the deputies. She said, she hoped
for an acquitial, buot one could mever tel] when
it was the case of » worker. Larry thought one
could neariy always tell—It goperally resalted In
the stiff getdng & jolt. “Bat’” he said, “this is
the class war, and ontll John Workox learns to
organkoe—and to orgenize right—that fs all we
may expect.” Then the deputics yelled that it
was tima to get back inte the cenrt room,

Larry walked to the witness chair and in his
low and ealm voice answered his attorney’s ques-
tons as to what lead up to the killing of the gun-
man, The presosutoer then took him in hand and
amang many  other things wanted to know i he
wasn't a red, sh? Larry answered:

“If you mean, ‘Am I & upion man?’, I say, Yes
If yoh mean, ‘Am I radical—that iz, o person who
wanis the workers to receive the full product of
their labor, by their owning and operating the
machinory of prodeetion and distribuation T —if that
is what you mean, then again, from the bottom
of my heart, I sny, Yea"

The prosecutor looked at the twelve figures in
ihe fary box with a smirk: I thought so—That's
.ILFI .'

The prosecutor bad just gotten through famning
the air, His volee had taken all the hurdles of
the oral macelrack. Tt had soared to s hoarse,
shrieking crescends as he peinted fo the drowsy
after-dinner-belching twelve good men and true a
larid picture of all Larry Holman's nefarious ten-
dencies nnd marderous sctivities. It had mose-
dived into a siring of low, foar- quavering gulps ns
he unraveled for the bilioua gentlemen the horrars
that would overtake the ssered Americas home
and their own law-abiding bailliwick should thoy
fail to heed his plen for the inflistion of the denth
penalty upon that self-declared red culprit—
the murderer of that respeciable and peace-loving
citizen, Jess Bullock—"“Gentlemen, your duty is
claar i

Larry’ attorney stood up. He begged the jury
to disrogard the good prosecutor's attempis at tak-
ing impassioned flight. He drew on ootlipe of the
ubderlying cause of the strike and what lead up
to the kKiling of the gunman, He told of the low
wiges, the peor food and the filthy bunkhouses
that the men had %o indure, He depicted the life
of -the migratory workers—the misery they had o
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pat up with, He reviewed in dotails what had
happened on the road the morning when the gun-
man had fired imto the Tanks of the unarmod
plekets, and concluded with n plem for mequittal

Ong of the prosecutor’s npprentices kad the final
say—a bumptions pnraphrasing of what the big
shot hed already spoubed.

The mummy in the high-bncked chair fumbled
with his notes. He wheesed his Instrostions ta the
Jury as to what was the law and what wasn't, He
summmed P, more or less, what the prosecution
had contended took place, And, on the other hand,
what counse]l for the defense hnd maintained was
the case. They, the jury, could find the defendant
guilty either of murdor in the first degree or of
manslanghier,

Larry Holman's twebro peers came back six
hours later. They filed into the jury box and
alumped into their seats with all the solemm bovini-
ty and bucolic dignity that they could muster.
Larry was rushed from the county hoosegow. Once
more, King Tat's sccond cousin emerged from the
tomb in his funeresl garb. He seated himself fn
his osken chair and muombled:

“Have you reached a verdict, gentlemen™

The gents kad. The foreman of the gang stood
up and sinted that they found the defendant,
Larry Holman, guilty of manslaughter.

The jury was thanked by the Conrt. Thy prose-
ewtor looked glum. Larry grinned st hls attorney
and sald, “Well, that's that.™ Ela Brant’s hands
clonched and opened spesmodically, * Bhe looked
at Larry and sadd it was a damn outrage. The
atiffs in the court room tried fo get to Larry, but
the deputios said it was simply against the rules.
Larry’s attorney stood up and meoved for a new
trial. Larry pulled his coat fai] and =aid nix on
all this boloney—Iet's have it over with—and don't
waste any more dough on an appen, efther,

Three daya later, Larry stood gazing at the
fiyspecked Justice. Had the defendant anything
to say why sentence should not be pronounced up-
on him? Larry said that he didn't have a syllable
to. say—wouldn't do him any good, anyway—Just
Iet's know what the score J=. Ten years in the
Federal Penltentlary at Leavenworth, Kansas,

i,

The sun also shines over prison yvards. It rises
ot thers in the world over mountaing and plains.
It lifta itself into the heavens and it rays are re-
Mected in the bloe gon barrels of the guards as
they, puppet-like, walk arcund the towors that like
old world newspaper kiosks perch on the ecorners
of the prison wall. Yes, the sun shines over prisons,
too, It eomes, bright and earressing and fta warm
light explodes against the high, barred windows
of the call hevses and ricochets fnta the clear mir
in minute crystal threads, Yes, it comes and
brings greetings from the world that is no more.
And becouse it asks: “Do you remember—1" the
days become long, they become long, dreary yoars.

Jzrusry, 10

It was Larry’s first Sunday in the yard. He had
been mugged and fingorprinted. He had boen
taken by a runmér to the bath hoose and shaved
while stripped nnked. He was now torned loose,
& new fish, among thousands of other sons, who
dor one reasom or another, or for not much of
nny venson, trod the fool's parmde. He looked down
st his monstrous Sunday garb—blue pants of a
thick, undeterminable kind of cloth, coat of simdilar
vaguentes—where it tonched the flesh, #t  felt
seratchy—an Hl-fitting cap. Tt all stunk of moth-
balls, Acroam his back, and across his pants lega
there stood forth in jet back figures his conviet
numher.

And so a mew world began. A life of berling
counted. A life of being questioned and ordored
pround by officials and guards with mentalitios
thnt would make Hottentots mpposra college gra-
duntea. Long silemt lines, long whispering lines,
waiting for the signal of a clab to move forward,
Food that must huve been made uneatable by de-
gign. Yes, Larry learnod a few additional facts
about the shady aide of life, He came to dincover
that questions which were of no consequence in the
outaide world in here often bocame mountaing of
importance—Little pin pricks furned into deathly
hatred—Drops of gall that made men M,  He
learned of vile degencracies bred in the dankness
of prison nights, in the mouldy shadows of deaden-
ing prison days—whispered from ecll to ecll, Yes,
Larry learned that it is not good for man to be
alone. Buot of nll this, the kind ladies and gents
boing shown the prison as if it was a zoologieal
gurden—of this they werg pot told at all,

He learned of prison finks and rats—puards and
wirden's pets. But Larry also learned that desp
friendship may bloom behind prison walls. He
learned of men who had stood pat, men who had
gone to the bole rather than to anitch on a pal or
follow con,

And now and again, the prison’s wildeat siven
splits the air. All hands are herded to thelr cells.
Guards oxcitedly count and recount the gmlleries.
Finally the missing number is located—One short
on fivel At regular intervals, the airon shrisks its
warning blasts out over the Kansns hills. Out in o
ditch, or in & lome barn, the eseaped prisoner liss
hiding, his heart pounding in wild fear—"The
bastards have found that T beat it!" Out on the
KEansas hills, Kansas hoosiors are getting their
shooting irons roady, slavering nt the mouth in
gready expectancy of the hundred dollars allowed
for the capture of an escaped convict,

Perhaps next morning it s whispered that he
was brought back. A few weoks later, he o
from isclation, palld and shaky. He biinks ngainat
the strong light of day. A large red 3 has been
placed above his conviet number. He has now to
make himself accustomed to the fact that all his
good time is gone—that it will be a long time be-
fore Ihr:&wfllberemwadnﬂuthﬂwnnh
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have his petty, bui all important privileges restored,
Larry kept hiz promise to Elln. His first weckly
better weont to her. It was short and laconic—he
had Bot yeb beoome used to having a prison censor
peer ints his privacy. He told her he had areived—
how to semd her lotters, sheuld she want to drop
him = line—am petting along as well as conld be
expacted—Take good care of yourself.

But Ells had alveady found out a few things.
From the authorities, she had learned what o
prisoner eould and could not receive. And to Larry,
she sent the limit, Every other week a package of
fruit, Now mnd then a momey ordor for tobaces
—but best of all—hooks. And for weeks, Larry's
weokly letter became indignant protests. He re-
tarned her money, A few days later he finds in
his cell a slip from the record clerk to the effect
that such and sueh an amount has been placed to
hiz eredit. In the evening, a letter, properly opened
by the censor, s thrown through the bars by the
gunrd. It fs from Ella, requesting him not to make
things harder for himself. She s working—May
ghe mot, pleass, do little things for him o make his
life a little mers bearable? And long letlers come
from hor regulnrly. They become the bright pointa
in his Hie

And Larry settles down to prison life. From the
record clork": office he recelvea the information
that with the preseribed time off for pood behavior,
he will sev the ontside world in six yearz and eight
months, In the day time, he works in the stome
ghop with a nomber of others—post office bandits,
copnterfeiters, mall defravders—some intelligent
and keen witted, others a3 stupid as Paddy’s pig.
He trains himself to forget the outside. He benda
all his efforts to keep himself in trim. Hiz spare
hours, he spends reading and digesting  what he
rexds. With sll his might, he must forget that he
has to spend six yoars here—perhaps ten, all
dopending upon future fickle circumstances.

You, Larry loarns all the ropes, all the ins and
outs of the Bigy House, The days go. Summer comes
to an end and ong fime morning the prison yard
is covered with a glimmering enrpet of beawtiful
snow, For a day it [ies thore white and lovely.
Then it becomes specked and fool with scot from
the power houss smokestack. And then Christmas
comes. A tender lotber from Ella and the little
presents he may receive, Thore are a few extra
things on the tables in the mess hall. The prison
band blares forth tunes appropriste for the season.
On the visiters’ gallery, two girls appear nnd sing
Heilige Nacht. The convicts stare at them greedily.
Then life settles back into prison routine again
and winter creops forwnrd on leaden foet fownrd
another spring.

And the years became poges in the tome of
time. Larry tried to make of the outside world a
mereé huze of faint memories. He tried not to think
of what lay cutsids the red brick wall, Bot Ella'a
Iettors came as comstant veminders that the world
was thers ns much as ever., Larry tried not to think
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of hor. But at night when taps bad been blown
and the light went out, and he lay gazing through
the barred windows nt the stars in the blsck sky,
ehe came to him. She enme vividly, He could reeall
tittle things about her thal he thought he had never
noticed in the court reom. He saw agnin the dark
dress- sho had worn and the soft whits eollar on
her shoulders. Ho saw her as she walked with him
in the corridor. He loocked again  inte her graw,
wide-apart oyea, clear and beautiful as the lakes
of his native north. Yes, she came to him in the
dlecfiless prison nights.

And as his time came nesr the ond, she wrote
to him that she was going to Seattle—"You will
come there bo mw, won't youl"

L

Larry was walking down the long corridor lemd-
ing throogh the administration bullding to the
outer gates. He had besn dressed out, A runner
wins leading the way. In kis hand ha beld a white
slip. As they came to the double barred outer gates,
he handed it to the guard. The gates swung open
and Larry Heolmoan stood on the cutside ngain,

There comes to & man now and then o day in
his lifs he will never forget. Over the Kansas
hills lay tho warm light of a Inte Summer's day.
Here and there, the lonves of the oaks were turn-
ing yellow—harbingers of aotumn. Larry stood
still and locked up into the blue ether. His paze
followed the horizon—How immense the world
was! He had been given a ticket for the strect coar
going to tewm. But Larry wanted €o walk-—to feel
the earth under hiz foet again, A dog came toward
him, Tt wagged itz tail, 83 if to say, “You're a
pretty good Joo, aren't you?™ Larry stooped to pet
it, It lifted its head and licked his hands—thus he
received his firat greeting in the sutside warld.

&

The train was speading westward through the
night. Ifs wheels sang thelr sinceato clickoty-clnek
—elickety=clack. Larry could not sléep, He aat
gazing into the black, wooly might. Mow and sgain,
he would take from his pocket Ella's last letber
and re-read ft. He tried to figure in what part of
Seattle the widdress she had given could b, And
morning erept over the plaine amd n the west
loomed the sawtoothed pinnmcles of the Rockios.
Mow snd then a stiff with a bundle on’ his back
would stand off on the right-of-way while' the
traln spesded by, He stood there so alone as if he
were the last human in the world,. And the groan-
ing train began to climb the grade throogh the
mountaing, Larry saw again torbolent  streams
roar through ravices. He felt In his mostrils the
warm fragrance of sun-heated pines,

Another night with stars glittering in the dark
sky like islets of fire in & black sea, and the out-
lines of Senttls came throuph the morning’s haze.

Larry sprang from the train and walked through
the station. Hix cyes sought Ella.—Well, it was
carly and maybe she had mismanderstood his last
Ietbor as to the time of his arrlval. Or porhaps she
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had changed in those six years to the oxtent that
he didn’t know her. He walked to the =treet and
there by the slde of u taxi cab, she stood.

Laughing and with cutstretehed hands, she came
to him. Free and anashamed, sho  kissed him,
Larry looked Into her gray, wideapart spes—Yes
they were lovely eyes, clear nnd benutiful as the
lakes up north,

dhe gave an order to the deiver. Ho swung the
enb and speeded neross the Tower part of the city
toward West Seattle, Before a amall homse porched
high on a hill, he cams to & stop. Ella zald:

"Come, this s whers have been walting for
len

They walked through the rooms topether, Elia
azked questions, Now and again she wounld stop
and look at Loarry intensely ma if to make sure theat
her sensos were mot playing her falss Then she
snfd:

“And now, we shall have breakfast—You and T,
Larry—the first moal we ever had together.

And with deft hands, she prepared the food and
the fragranee of coffee filled the mooms, They sat
eating togother and chatted over the thouzand
and one things that eame into their minds,  They
talked of the future—of theip future together,
Larry had to tell of the prison. In a few simple
words, he told her of what she had meant to him
in those years. He told her what the books she had
Bent hitn had meant—of whas they had daught
him. He sajd:

“Zoon I shall go out and humt myzell & job, [

shall try to take up life where I loft off—only mow
we are two, I have learned in the years that haye
passed whare I fit in. Through practical expericnees
and reading, 1 have learmed “what this class
struggie means. T feel no compunetion over the
fink that I had to bump off—it was either him or
my fellow workers, They took six of the best yeaurs
of my lifo, and that s okay with me. I dhall enter
the ranks of the workers again, just as ancther
worker, and I shall do what T can to help enlighten
those whe still believe that there is a pot of gaold
awaiting them at the next turn of the road. I shall
help to make them ses that the only  sclution,
their only way out, is throngh organization,
through the power of claas solidarity.”
[ ]

In the night, they sat togethor under & tros on
the hillside. Bolow them lay the bay with the light
of the city gamboling in its rolling waves, A forry
was croasing from Seattle, A hoarse blast from
stoamer gave warning that i was on its way., And
on the hills of Seattlo, the lights shene in  tha
mansions of those with limousines, in the shicks of
those with only weary fest to carry them over the
roads of life.  They sat together. Ella sald:

“It Is lovely to have you here—It is good to
know that you are free.”

But Larry sat silent. He drank in the right. Ha
let the presence, the fragrance and loveliness of
the woman by his side sink into his hungry being,
Then he said:  “Yes, it | geod o be here®

The End.




S50 What?

The iniquitous Taff-Vale decision was reversed
in 1906. The Labor Party elsimed a vietory. But
the truth of the reversal is that gnlon strong boxes
had been looted by the povernment's habtually
handing down decisions favorable to the prosesute
ing corporations, and the workers began ominously
o murmur and grumble sgainst thiz too obvious
collusion between “their demoeratic parliamentary
government” and autocratic organized eapital, The
change in the lnw was motivated by the desitrs
on the part of the government to avert nerioun in-
dustrial conflicts, the inevitable crystallization of
working elnss moodiness. It was elearly a victory
for direet astion—not for the Labor Party,

From 1811 to 1914, the English toilers, Wenry
of the premisea of Rabor polithcinns and leaders,
ware forced by the sheer economle pressure of de-
tréased wages and incroased prices to resort to the
syndicalist tactics of direet sction. Strikes flared in
one industry after another, and froquently in
severnl industries at the samio time, to the horrer
of the bourgosisic who foared a revolution at hand.
Workers decided it was botter to starve i idle-
ness than add to hunger and privation the added
pain of Inbor. The flames of unrost leaped to new
helghts in the Mstory of the British Labor mowve=
ment, coly to be smothered by the smashing thun-
dercinps of war over Europe,

Conservative labor leaders collaborated with the
masters to convince the workers vin press and
public speech that Germmn competition was the
root of English working class poverty, and en-
listed the lives and services of the wage-slaves to
fight agnin another war for the benofit of the
master eliss.

The embalmed villian of our pices, floridly ealled
for peace amidst ubiquitous eries for war, a voice
in the wilderness. His attitude made him inter.
nationally econspicuoums. Despite all hizs  labor
treacheries, some madicals of today try to mitigate
hia crimes against the working class by oxapgernt-
ing the courage of his stand against the mass
murder of war; but upon & more studions inspee-
tion of his life, it can be dizseovered he suceumbed
to the philosaphy of the bitter-enders,

In a lettor to the mayor of Liechester he Wrote,
"Vietory, therefore, must bo ours. England in mot
played out. Her mission iz to be nccomplished. She
can, if she would, take the place of esteomed honor
among the democracies of the werld, and i peace
is to come with healing on her wings the democ-
raciea of the world must be her guardians. Thore
should be no deubt about this. We cannot go back
BOW, nor can we turn to the right or left. We must
go straight through.” And jn parliament he tersely
prociaimed, “This country, if it retaina any shred
of honor at all, cannot accopt a peace which means
the sacrifice of Balgium's sovereignty to any ex-
tent."

The foregoing paragraph is hardly evidence of
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unbending pacifistie bravery. It leaves one with the
conviction he was opportunistic even In his ob-
jection to war; that, while trying to erente an
enduring reputation ma & pacifist, he ecapitulnted
to the greed af the WAr-THOnFers

After the war the dole and onemployment in.
surnnce were granted, in order to ferestal]l an ime-
minent revolutionary clash of the claszes, mecord-
ing to the testimony of Lloyd George and Lord
Dierhy.

The rotting corpse, the ghost of our story, was
alive to the imues them, writing prmphlets, tracts
and treatizes against syndicalist nctivity in a eoun-
try where the peaceful ballot was available to the
workers. He proved himself a capable defender of
the status quo and won the undying admiration
of a frightened eapitalist society, without estrang-
ing himiself from the working class.

Miners

In 1921, miners faced coal operntors wha do-
manded nn increasing pillage of profits from the
black wealth wrung from the toll of those whe
sweat in the murky bowels of the earth. To newure
the succeas of their impending strike the sapport
of the transport and railway workers was solicited,
creating the "Triple Alliance"” of British labor.
However, the leaders of the milway workers de-
cided against the will of the rank and file, and
cancelled participation in the proposed strike. The
botrayal has become famous as the “Black Fri-
day" of the English labor movement, and is con-
nected always with the name of J. H. Thomas,
officlal of the railway workers' union, and Inter
member of three cabinets in the country's “Labor
Government.”

The miners saffered the croellest defeat in the
annals of British labor, mccepting humilinting
wage cuts totaling $2,600,000,000 yearly. The Inbor
leaders and pink - polileal charlatans injected
through the hypodermic needle of clmss-collabora-
tionist propaganda the virus of working class de-
fentism from which the British wage-slaves hava
not completely recovered to this day. The only BOpP
for the bitter tears of mizery the outstanding labor
champion could theow to the boaten workers was:
"“The defeat of the miners in the coal lock-out
turnod the tide toward political action, The affect
has boen to emphasize the political aspeet, the
importance of public opinion and parliamentary
contrel. The British labor movement la at heart
more political than industrial in its emphasis and
is conscious of this.” Thus the workers were nsked
te cease fighting for higher wages and shorter hours
and to bend their energies toward puotting new
facos in high places of government.

In 1923 the King estimated him the only man
eapable of restoring a modicum of England's par-
liamentary glory, the only man who could dress
the windews of decadent capitalism and give tham
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the offect of scintillating brilllance. He was rovally
asked to form a enbinet

Three wears Inter the miners, facing n deeper
wige-cut were resdy to resist the masters' greed
for increased profits opbeo more. Direct metion
ngmin' wis  showing [tz effective fist smong the
workers. Ecomomie pressure, not a lofiy intellectual
appreciation of the logic of direct sction, fareed fta
use in this inslance, evenm as it determines, in ths
lnst mmalysis, all human conduct and shapes the
courna of histery.

The King's Cabinet Former again stbempted to
chanpolize the wrath of the miners with . . . “There
in talk about the miners, railwaymen and engineers
coming to an agreement.  No o greator enlamity
could eome over the coontry than that there ahould
b raised & preat bloek of unfons on the ono xmide
and eapltal on the other engaged in 1 great snleldal
fight in induostry. What I want to see is & real
combination of workmen demanding their rights
and deing thelr duty to soclety while they are
making that demmnd, and =0 appealing to the
moral and intelligent sense of scclety that publie
opinion would stand by them and see them
through their difficulties. The biggest union that
can support the minera k& the unlon of publie
opinion and reason. [ wapt to see overy right-
thinking men and woman, whother raflwayman,
eng‘lnear, or in any other trade, stand by the miners
in theie clnim for a living wage and desent human
conditlons; 1 want ta eee all organs of public
opinion, the churches and the chapels, the House
of Commona itzelf, =ztand by and seo the miner
goeta his due and is not smerificed to profit-making
capitalkam,”

In brief, this mesiah of England's working class,
endenvored to aesare the wage-alaves their hopes
Iny in the sickly altruism of the very institutions
and side-shows of eapitalism!

The Big Strike

Threo milllon workers abandoned their jobs on
May 3, 1028 in sympathy with the miners, Day by
day the strike grew in numbers and momentum,
until it aecquired the parmarks of o General Serlle.
The Hing's uanion, representing the Labor Party,
and J. H. Thomas of “Black Friday"” fame were
of the Genern]l Council in charge of the strike,
Both declared themeelven opposed to the whaole de-
monstration, Both did much to offbeially break it
The strike was ealled off ton dara after it began,
The canuse of the mincrs was again defoatoed.

Claiming to be a scelallat, he served the prop-
ertied interests with seropulous conscientiousness:
a5 n leader of labor, ho sirained every emergy to
d-l!pﬁ'ﬂ: the woarkers of their power to strike; as
a man of brond internationalizt feelings, he de-
prived exiled radicals of the right of asylum on
Hritish shores; as a nemesia of fascism, he violated
every capitaliat-demoemtic precept by withhalding
information from his “'poers and his people.” Whils
appealing to the working class, he spoke and wrote
in the terms of “the people,” “the whole people,”
“ghe nation,” “the commanity,” newer fn the terms
of *the workers,” “the working class,” or “labor.”

Thizs ia not so much & condemnation of & man
as it is the condemmation of an cconomie sysbem
that ¢croates the type of huoman being be exempli-
fiod. In the battle for more af the good things of
life, too frequently twlented mon of working class
orlgin will attempt to acquice them at the exponas
of othera. The guollibility of an improperly edo-
cated working class is their opportunity. The life
af any labor leader, honestly delineated, should
be o warnlag to the wags-ilaving elass that wati] it
turns Lo iteelf, spurning all offers of asmsistance
from governments and powerfuol personalities, every
day s lostl

J. Ramsey MacDwonald iz dead! Long live faith
in direct sethon methoda!

QUOTATIONS:

Maybo & rich man doesn't po to haven, but
he doesn't go to jail, either,
Oscar Ameningor.
L
It'e & Junny world where wo pay men less in
order tha! we may have more, John D Rust, in-
wentor of mechanical cotton pleker.
L
It s nn obasrvation of one of the profoandest
inguirers into human affales that s revelution of
government successfully conducted smil eompleted
is the strongest prood that can bo given by & people
of their virtue and good sémee. John Adams,
seconnd President of the United States.

Thirzy

To learn what iz troe in ovder fo do what is
right seems to be the whole duty of man, Haxley.

The history of the world iz one of rovolts herigies,
idol-smashing and the consignment of precedents
to the overlasting jonkpile, — I would swap =
whaole enrtlond of precedents any time for ono
hrand now ides. — Lather Burbank.

Verlly, werlly, 1 asay unto you, the Way of
Knowledge Hes fn UNlsarning all they taught you
in stheols of State. and Charches, my Girl and
Boy.~Cowami,
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FACTFUL FABLES

All About Civilising The Uncivilized

Ones upon o time the Coming ruling class of o
Freat empire called Samsland decided the time
had come, to Expand some moro, Looking around
for & place to dump their Burplaz Prodocts, ere
long they fixed their eyes on the Land of Dixin
ai the best Undoveloped Mnarket in sight. The
more they gazed on it, the Jucier the Plum Lookad
and the Easier the Plekings,

Soon, therefore, thelr Patrlosm and Indigna-
tion waa stirred to the Nth Degree. “This Land,”
they sid, “ie indeod a falr and plenteous Pros-
pect. It is & Shame to allow it to remain Un-
developed. The trouble with its inhabitants |s
that they are Too Lazy and Unprogressive. They
have too moch to Eat and too little Progress, We
moust do semething about 81 And they Did,

After talking it over, and all Compromise fail-
ing, the usual happened. The Coming Cluss de-
eided to declare a war “to make the Continent safe
for Human Liberty and the Umion.” This was adoma,
only the war lasted Four Years instead of the
Nimety Days the Military Experts eet for con-
vinging the Dixisans of the error of thekr WAYE

Anyhow, the Coming Class won the war, as
usual, Having won it, they, of coume, procceded
to earry out their Good Intention, which wis Lo
Civilize the Uncivilized. It was a long and pain-
ful process, but, finally, it smeceaded, The Blaves
were Freed, They were theréafter no longer at-
tachd to their Jobs, nor their Jobs to Them. They
were now, like their White Competitors, perfectly
froe to hunt a Master and, if they canld find
none, it was Just Too Bad for them, and that was
all there wns to it. Furthermore, their “OF Mar
seters” were also freed. Planters could mow be-
come Platocrats, that is they could provided they
had the Wherewithal. If they didn"t, wall, they,
too, had to Werk for n Living, just lke Every-
body Else; for all were now, under the New Dis-
penaation, Free and Equal. Besides the Right to
Work, i not the Opportunity, waa goneroualy
guaranteed to mll Able-bodied Cltizens, regardless
of Race, Creed, Color, or Previous Conditien  of
Servitude,  Better 541, Everybody,  excopt
Women, Imbociles and Conviets, were given  the
Ballot and allowed to Vote as to whether the Re-
publicans or Democrats should do the Talking and
Skinning. Conquered and Conquerers were  all
Equal Before the Law. Nothing that bayoneta
mnuhmmmm]mMa
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By C’mﬂingtun Hall

It is not surprising, therefore, to lenrn that the
Land of Dixie was soon on its wmy to a Highly
Chvilized State and destined to be one of ths
maost Profitable Enterprisea ever inftdated, Its
mines, foreats, fields, water-power and petroleam
ponds wore sefzed on and so rapidly and Efficient-
ly Developed that, today, ong making a Survey of
the Sltuation s compelled to admire i not ap-
prove of the Devastation accomplished in so hrief
a space of time, It is Perfectly Wonderful what
the Coming Class &d to thelr First Conquered
Province. Schools, not only dor the Supreme
Whites, but for the “Niggers” even, rose on every
hand.  Churches and Factories and Hlums  blos-
aomed side by side cvorywhere, Al the Blesmings
of their Old Home Town, the Coming (laes bronght
with them &0 the Land of their Desire. Thaore,
Down in Dixie as alsewhers, FProgress and Poverty
marched hand in hand, both, according to  the
Coming Class, being "God ordained” and “un.
eacapable”  “As it was in the Beginning,” they
said," 2o it will be in the BEnd. Somae men  Come
into the World ready Bridled and Saddled and
some Booted and Spurred ready to Ride them, by
the Grace of God, Thomas Jefferson to the contrary
notwithstanding." And did they ride? They Did,
and No Maybe abaut it, for everywhore the Com-
ing Class was triumphant,

Not a Superman or Slave s left in Dixie, Only
Princes and Paupers dwell thersin teday. Where
once Bumper Crops were roparded as Bieszings
showered by the Almighty on His Foople, they are
now looked on as Calumities visited on them by a
Malevolent Diety bent on taking away their Con-
stitutional Right to & Fair Profis,

The Situation is, indeed, terrible to conbem-
pinte; for no sooner had Henry ben Wallace, the
Greatest Secretary of Agriculture since Joseph
bon Jacob, finished plowing under Ten Million
Acres of Blooming Cotton #n a Laudsble Abtompt
to put more Rags on Naked Backs than here comes

Fathor God mnd Mother Naturp undaing all * his'

Uood Work by producing o Perfect Season which,
in turn, enabled the Inofficient Sharecroppers to
flood the Market again! This times with 18,243,000
Bales, the Biggest Crop of Cotton ever produoced
by the Backbones of the Republic,

Ar a consequemce of this act of God, Nature

nod the Backbones in Sabotaging F, D, R.'s Plan

rto Produce Less in order to Have More, a dire
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peril threatoms the Land of Dixie. This becomes
elear, or should, when it is Known that Teo Muoch
Cotton down there means Less Clothes on their
Bucks, Less Food on their Tables, and More Bank-
ruptcy, Want and Misery everywhers for Every-
body. Yeal it means Even Worse—it means No
Maoney to send North and Enpst for Badios, Autos,
Frigidaires and, and, Ewerything. Worse still, it
means Unbalancing the Budget again, And that

moans, as you know, or Should know, the End of
Everything in Sight.

Cwilizing the Uncivilized ja Alright, but what's
the use of Prodocing Bo Much of Too Muoch and
being Foreed therely 4o go Naked and Hungoy
far our Pains?

It's a fu.un}r World in which we Pay Men to
Produce Less in order that we may Have More"™
says John D, Bost, It sure is, it sure sl
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For a Virtuous

Working Class

By T-BONE SLIM

Always too latel

Yesterday they made a rald on subway apitters.
A good way to win & home for the winter. Just
splash out & mouthful of Copenhagen in the sub-
way and snother mounthful of Billlngagate in eourt
and you're all set—I0 days on the leland.

Cogt of Hving coming down all the time—but
you muat Hve in jail

Industrial Giants

An indusiry that can't sspport iz workerss
should be junked. No use fooling around with it
Hang up our teeth properly on & nail and dedicate
them to posterity. Let the politiclans master the
eeremonies, workingmen's friend preferably-—you
knew it wouldn't do to have workingmen's ene-
mies in there all the time.

Ten thousand dollars per ennum they got for
being labor’s busom pal. Gawd] Heart and soul,
and I den't believe they'd do it for a cent lesm.

An employer that can’t so manipulate his alaves
that they have plenty of salt herring and burlaps
ghould be sent to an elemeniary school, and a
child be put in charge of his works, to begin with.
I then be docsn't learn, we can always use him
pecling spuda or walking ‘the dog. Industrial
Giant! Put the gless on him or polsh your specs.

All that blundering can’t be Ignorance.

Halplasa

A country that can't nortore ik workers or
sackle 3 young may &s well declars itself bank-
rupt and cesss being a country, and sub-divide it-
salf into ceometary lots {we've got to find use for
it somohow).

Thirry- twa

A working class that can't pry a Hving from
teo mush of everything is pretty helploss—pretty
helpless . . . well, not protty, but helpless, They
even have to be told to join the 1. 'W. W.

Politicians can’t give you anything, they can
only take sway from yoo—a ome way strect. You
pay their wages, They tax you and then give yoo
some of it back when you get pale around the
gills. Don't get pale, that's bad . . . Heve, have a
plate of veal fricasses, I hate to throw B to the
hounds,

Virtue

“Capital and Labor are just a big happy Tamily,™
says the press. I suppose that means Caplhtal s
master and Labor ja mistress, am [ right? And
the squaw does all the work? Right ngnin? And
fever goes on aquat-dewn strioe?

Lena and Ase] had busted o chale trying to sit
on it both together. There was much racket and
the missos upetairs bollers, “What are you doing,
Lena, are you flghting?"

Mo, misans, just loving "

“That's nice, Lena, don fight.™

Collaborate? Sa, Mr. Labor, If you're going
to collaborate you may as well join the bosses®
anlen where e e%n get at youo better. If you al-
ready collaborate you are uwlready in = bomes'
unpon—a gpirl thet listens iz aleeady ‘seduced; n
citizen that stopa ks already bummed,

Join Labors One Big Union, put the bosses on
the bum; learn to worship, honor, and oebey your
clazs and we'll hold a Mg commuanbon, for to us
all things are come.

ONE BIG UNION MONTHLY




Loyalty of Slaves vs

Solidarity of Workers

By A. B. COBBS

The dictionary tells that the word “loyalty"
means alleginnee or obligation to govermment, a
superior or to a principle. But from A ta 2 you
will find no complementary word to SXTToAA
“allegiance or obligation” of Fovermments or
superiors towand inferiors. This is na aversight but
results from the fact that the institutions that run
the world take no heed of the welfare of theze wha
toil. Whether o man comes from the farm, log-
ging eamp, mine op factory; regardless of his -
vious value a3 a producer: repardless of his do-
cility to chureh, government or party, the day
his needs prompt him to ask some show of BPPrERiE.
tion, & mite more of what ha has produced, every
oFgan, every group that he has been loyal o, turns
against him. Ho i & pariah, an agitator, a red,
“He stirreth up the people, crocify him.” Loyalty
on our part s returned with contempt plus hatrod.

A good place to see this one-sided loyalty in its
simpleat form Is in a new country like the great
plains of the West. Many Years back Wyoming was
Seen to be a fine grazing place for all kinds of
stock. The entte-man came first with large herds
to fatten on the rich grasaes, Wyoming is a high
platead, net adapted to Tarming, and mwuch of it
is etill government owned. It has had winters re-
quiring much hay for winter feeding. Many men
are needod In the summer to put up the hay, and
to care for the enttle. In the fall the ecattls are
guthergd: somo nre shipped to market, the rest
pastared close to the hay-yards. The men who did
the sammer work are turned out to gt through
the winter as beast they can,

An Age-0ld Struggle

Into this paradise; alowly but surely the blg sheep
men drove their flocks. They, like the catilo kingn,
had use for many men during the warm months,
to put up hny, take earc of the lambs and sheas
the sheep. Like the others, they turned oot the
workers in the fall, ts esat sge-brosh and smow-
balls until spring.

Mow cattle and sheep do not get en wall ta-
gother. Shoep eat the grass close to the ground
and tramp down much more than they sat. 5o the
cattle men decided to fight. The land, being gov-
ernment-owned, legal methods conld mot stop the
sheep, Bo the eattle-mon docided to nse foree. At
first the “loyalty” of the men was relied on to
maintain the rights of the cwners: enw-punchors
murdered herders and herders killed eow-bays.
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Later, both stdes wore reported to have hired pro-
fessional bad men and Killers from the citins, A
grtall war developed, troops wers ealled in nnd a
sort of compromise offected. Bub to the présent
time, jealousy and ill foeling smoulder in all the
plains cauntry; sometimes it breaks out in a small
WY,

After the World War and the tractor had made
horees searce, some blg companies were formad ta
buy western horses. Some were wmaod for work
Purposes, some were butchered and canned for the
European trade where horses mest is cxten, Asn
s00n as the horse outfits began to buy hay-land
and to run in the wild horses, sheep-men and entilo-
men almost forpot theie old enmity to combine and
make it hard on the horse runnors

But as the years go by 1 new fesling has de-
veloped and ks further developing among those who
do the work. Men who drive horses from the desert
one year may work sheep or eattle the next. Towns
are closer together and the auto makes travel and
communication easier. Men who oneo fonght ench
other, now eat nt the same table and drink at the
sarne bar. Experience has tamed the wild unreason.
ing loyalty of the early dagym,

Class Conseiousness

MNowkere is manhood and loyalty held in higher
Tegurd, but time snd hardabips have mellowed and
broadened the ountlook of those who do the work
in summer and have to ride the breadline in winter.
The feeling of brotherhood and solidarity has taken
root and in tHme will bear fruit

That time will come soonor if we whe soe the
need, will do what we can ta cultivate and irtigete
that feoling: we must Tertilize it with the knowl-
edpe that loyalty to property and its owners broeds
poverty and injustice: while solldarity with our
fellow worker will bring a better warld arder,

The struggles between the cattle, sheep and
hores ranchers were small compared to the events
that transplred after the discovery of precious
metals, the war with Mexico, and the frecing of
the slwves in the Sauth, Peaple swarmed from every
country on the Globe in an endeaver to obtain
some of the new-found weakth. In this e - mksm-
pede a&ll other fesings were crushed by greed for
gain.

in a few years, however, the resources af this
vast empire passed under the control of o fow
large corporntions. Exploitation of the producers




beenre as direst and rew as it had been under
chattel slavery. The new conditions brought out a
new form of loyalty, clasa solidarity, which found
expression in the Weatern Foderation of Miners
ard fater in the formation of the Indostrial Work-
era of the World. Undoer the banner of the Intter
organization the werd “Solidarity,"” synosymous
with the “One Big Union of Labor,” had more
meaning and was carried farther than ever bo-
fore in the history of the world.

Ideas, no matier how valuable, must have an
organization to back them op if they are to mator-
falize. S0 when the World War came it found the
new  iden of Solidarity unable to withstand the
attacks of age-old projudices fosterad by the phony
institutions that support the owning cluss State,
Church, rPn-u. amd oven the theatsr were ussl
as advertislng agencies to deceive tha people. Wo
were told that we were to fight for Freedom,
Liberty, and “To Make the World Bafe for De-
grocracy.’t As soon as the war was over thoy told
us brazenly that it had beem a war for markeis
and to safeguard some lonms Wall Strect bankers
"had made to ceripin European natlons,

The spirit of Solidarity was mot dead: ¢ven im
tha midst of war if hroke ount in strikes, INSUrres-
tionz and finally in the Great Hussian Fevalation.
Hope was entertained that p now and belter world
was to be borm; but this dream turned into a
aight-mare, Labor unions were spied upon and dis-
rupted; insurrections of workers and peasanis wors
suppressad by fire and sword and Russin, with
armed intervention from without and internal dis-

pension within was tarned Into o land of desola-
thom.

The effects of the Great Hevelotion were almost
as disastrous in other countsdes as in the home-
jand. In @l the world there was enthuslasm amd
hope for the new experimont. Yet there were thou-
sanda of cheap charmeters who used this feeling
of Solidarity for their own adwantage, The nomber
or rats, Tinks, and shysters was so lorge in some
of the radical groups that honest workers were
erowded out. One organization was so foul that
a judpe stated from the bench that it appearcd
ns thoogh It had bheen promoted by the U. 5. Dhe-
partment of Justice. The mental and moral equip-
ment of the leaders of other-Pro-Soviet groups Is
so low that today the remmrk of Judge Anderscn
sesms quite npproprinte, when applied to them.
Their condoet oven more than events in Russia
has turned the sympathy of the American people
into susplcion and contempt.

But [ spite of these back-sets tho spirit of Sol-
idarity moves forward. The English worker knows
that the eonguest of colonies lowers his own stand-
ard of living to that of the conquercd races, The
Itnlian worker will receive no benefit from the
rape of Ethlopia; the German will get no good
thing from the Mazi intervention in Spain. If Japan
should conguer all of Chinn, the Japaneas workors
and peasants will not receive ome lttle grain of
riee more than they do now, Loyalty to capitalist
imstitutions has brought disaster to the worker:
Solidarity among those who produce wealth will
bring a better world.

ONE BIG UNION MONTHLY
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Preamble of the Industrial Workers
of the World sﬂ&

The working class and the employing class have nothing in
common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are
found among millions of working people and the few, who make

‘up the employing class, have all the good things of life,

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the
workers of the world organize as a class, take possession of the
earth and the machinery of production, and abolish the wage
system,

into fewer and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to
cope with the ever growing power of the employing class. The
trade unions fostar a state of affairs which allows one set of
workers to be pitted against another set of workers in the same
industry, thereby helping defeat one another in wage wars. More-
over, the trade unions aid the employing class to mislead the
workers into the belief that the working class have interests in
common with their employers.

These conditions can be changed and the interest of the work-
ing class upheld only by an organization formed in such a way
that all its members in any one industry, or in all industries if
necessary, cease work whenever a strike or lockout is on in any
department thereof, thus making an injury to one an injury to all.

|
1C

fair day's work,” we must inscribe on our banner the revolution-
ary watchword, “Abolition of the wage system.”

It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with
capitalism. The army of production must be organized, not only
for the every-day struggle with capitalists, but also to carry on
production when capitalism shall have been overthrown. By
organizing industrially we are forming the structure of the new

society within the shell of the old.
————TT———"Tga =

I We find that the centering of the management of industries IIH

Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair day's wage for a |Ji
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