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¢ ORGANIZE AND FIGHT!
$ 3
_i Our greatest weakness as a class lies in that we do not ask enough £
I for surselves, We have been trained to be content with what is given 3
_ us and are not inclined to ask for more, and muech less to demand it, -
"" We are too “reasonable” in cur demands on society and too 1
% talerant loward those who bar our way to a better, happier living. We 1
- are patient with the pig-headed exploiters and the syvstem they main- ¥
: tain; we are tolerant too, even to the extent that we will needlessly :
b 4 sacrifice our lives in industry and battle-fields at the command of those L
4 who are our economic masters, :
-f‘.,u Cur class has patience and tolerance—but these are not our virtues, .
% they are, rather, among our worst vices. [t's no credit to us that we T
o make sacrifices—live on little and force owr children te do the same &
; ==when there is abundance available. There 13 no honor due to those i
3 who learn to be content in misery rather than rise in revalt against it. 3
£ Being patient with capitalism means to uphold murder, slavery, -
-3 and starvation. The I. W. W. i3 not tolerant of those whoe uphold i
- capitaiiam or excuse its follies and excesses, +
3 The wage and hour demands of the . W. W. are moderate, but :
? this is because practical considerations make moderation necessary.
: The I. W. W. knows that capitalism is cutmoded and unjust, and that .
¥ it must be kicked off the earth before there will be a chance for the ;
$ working class to really live. Let's organize and fight capitalism. :
}' There is no wirtue in submission, I
:
$
i Alia [unued by the 1. W. W, :
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EMPLOYERS
USE

VIOLENCE

Twenty-one workers killed by com-
pany thugs in the first six months
of 1937 and the number grows.

Last year fourteen workers lost theie lives In
the Iabor stroggle in the United States: this vear
will almost certninly see that number almost
daublod.

The dry, cold facts ms revealed daily in the
contests between employers and workers show with
uneiistakable clarity that there f5 no new ora,
that the masters are today what they always have
been: ruthless, eruel, and determined ta keep the
workers in slavery no matter how many lives it
may cost,

In looking over the great strikes of the past
six months it ls worth noting that in no case were
the strikers under the influence of extrome ideas.
What they have asked for an “enlightened” cap-
italism (if such n thing is possible) could hawve
granted without risking the losa of prestipe or
power. As a matter of fact, it scoms to many that
the demnnds made in the current strikes are =och
that, if granted, might actually be an ald to the
smployers in the long ron. Certzinly several of the
lnrgest corporations, notably the United States
Stecl trust, must have looked at it in this way.

The history of the past few months shows that
the ruling class iz unanimously in favor of only
one thing, that s, to preserve the system of ex-
ploitation at all eosts. They are not nearly s
unnnimous on the question of what methods to fol-
low to that end, less so now than they usod to be.
All capitalists will use force, brutal and unre-
strained, against the workers bot some of them do
it only as a laat resort while others are ever ready
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to smear our sireets with the blood of workers
ot the least show of restiveness

Capitalism ia not Intelligently guided, it is not
& coherent, co-ordinated foree and it possesses no
annealing solidarity to save it from its own inner
conflicts. Capitalista all fight labor but they also
seek to devoar epch other.

If then an individual eapitalist or group of cAp-
italistz feel that they can improve their poaition
by playing ball with a labor group that in no way
threatens their position as mnsters, and that by
80 doing they wil] gmin an advantage over a com-
petitor, it is no indicatlon that they have had a
change of heart when they recogmize ynions and
sign contracts. Actually they are fortifying them-
selves ngninst the labor difficulties thelr more
backward competitor iz subject to and they are
doing it at a very low price.

When other capitalista refuss voluntarily to
take this way out to aveid interruption of produe-
tion through strikes it may be becanse, being
smaller or less wp to date in the mechanical de-
velopment of their plants, they think they can't
afford the eost; or it may be because the in-
dividuals in immediate control of policy think them-
selves strong cnough to fight it osut whh laber in
the old fashioned way.

Throughout the history of the labor movement
it bas, with a few oxcoptions, been the smaller
and least modernized concerns that have opposed
improvement in working conditions most strenu-
ously. We have, for example, the farmer who em-
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ploys labor, the small-scale construction cantractor,
the back alley swent shop manufaciurer, ofe,

Thia does not Imply that the cockroach business
men arg eecopiionally bad, as capitalises go: neithep
dops it mean that the bip barons are more be-
nefiecnt in thelr intentioma toward lnbor. Their
different attitodes procesd from the differcnes in
cconomie status or, less frequently, to persona! bing
which by no means has been completely eliminztod
a5 n fnctor in the eapitalias world,

It would be the kight of sillincas to assume that
Because 11 5. Steel mado a denl with the Lewis
erganizabion it is less an enemy of laber than thi
Ford Company or the Republie, or Bethlehom Stosl,
The one Bo bess than the others, 18 bent on got-
ting the most it cam oui of itg workers, Im the
elams war one copitalist general may fed it tem-
porarily more oxpedient to uss proi%on gas prope
agumda while another resorts ot ones fo the
bmyanet.

As for the workers, any direct sction they may
take In resistance to expledtation is justified pro-
vided it leads them tewsrd ultimate vietory in the
struggle. For that matier any sirike the workess
enfage in i 8 good one if it developos initiative
nnid eonfidence within thoir ranks. The workers who
have fought in the steel and other sirikes during
thexe past zoven months hawve done wonderfully
wall considering what they have kad to fight
against and what they have bad o fight with,

A pgood fighter poorly armed is at the mescy
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of n much weaker onemy. Workors In the WIONE
kind of union are doomed to defont. Bal those
who disd kn the struggle, ne matter in what or-
ganlzation thoy fought huve won a place for thom-
sehvos In labor's hall of fame. The following is a
list of union men killed by the bosses’ thugs in
the firsl =ix months of this year,

The Honor Rall

Evarts, Ky., Feh. 9: Bennett Musick, killed by
gpunmen's bollets intended for his father,

Teaneck, ¥, J.. Feb. 18: Norman Redwood, shot
by umidentifiod gunmen near his home,

Son Paidro, Onl., May 27: Norman Grege, shot
by poliseman while standing on a strect eormor.

South Chicago, I0., May 30 to June 15: Alfred
Caunzey, Kenneth Reed, Earl Bradloy, Sam Popovich,
dogeph Rothmund, Anthony Tagliori, Hilding John-
gof, Ois Jores, Leo Franelses, Lee Tisdale, Eilled
cutright In the police attack on the picket line or
died Inter ps & result of injurics Feceived.

Newberry, Mich, June 4! John Ked Lilled when
1 mob nitmeled sirikers

Youngstown, ., June 1%: John Bogovieh, and
James Faperedi, killed by gunfice of COTNPATY Fifi-
men,

Cambridge, Md., June 26: An unideptified piched
rup down by & company trock doring o strike,

Brooklyn, M, Y., Jume 28: Anthony Caorba, died
after attack by ompleyer's thogs,

Beaver Falls, Penn., June 20: Georgs Mike, hit
by teargas bomb fired by sheelff.

Canton, Ohle, June 20: Chrisante Lopez, died
af n result of National Guard atiack

The total number of dead for the first six
montha this year amounts te 21 and the number
15 growing.
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CLASS COLLABORATION —

OLD AND NEW

By
JOSEPH WAGNER

A timely reminder of working class political
expericnce, and A. Shapire's Open Letter to the

C.N T

Alone, or in conlition with more or less “liberal*
bourgeeia political parties, the soclalists today are
in control of the goversment machinery in o
number of countries while yot in other countries
they stand In Hee awalting in thelr torm the <all
of the economic masters to take over the govern-
ment and to earvy on and adeintster the collective
uffnira of the eapitalists in the respective countries.

The conslusion of the long and desiructive World
War brought capltalism to bankrupteoy, the bour-
geois regime steod everywhere discredited physical-
ly and maorally and in a atate of collapes; overy-
whore the working class was in open revali. The
only organized force, that yvet retained some noral
prostige waa the soclalist movement and itz trade
unions, whe, la ene cosntry after another, gal-
lantly rughed o the reseps of the meribond ro-
Flee, anth recently their professed enemy.

Maturally, the capitalists very graclously nllowed
the socialista to resurreet amd reconstroct tho capi-
tallst regime. They were allowed amd even in-
vited to form “soclallsl gpoversments.” Times with-
sut number these “socinliet governmenia™ proved
ts the masber ¢lass that they are in the beat of
positions to eave capitalism and to zafeguard all
their intereats not enly by the use of brutal mil-
tary and police forces, but alse by their maral
prestipe over the working class acquired by nearly
a ceptury of soclabllst party and trade unbon con-
nection within the working clasa,

To be sure the master class mever waa cone-
phevous by fta gratitude, as scon ma it Imagined
ftaelf strong emough to mle without the ald »f
socinlists theas were disearded, and their governs
ments turned over to the underworld characters,
to gangsiers parading in differently colored shiris,
A foew yoars of experience with the gnngsterdom
has, however, taught world capitalism the leason
that the sscialists make the more efficient and
loyal servants of capitalism, after all, and ag the
prosent time the penduolom B rapidly swinging
away from fasclsm to “socialist"™ or “Popalar
Front™ pavernments,

Socialists the workd ower are prowd of thoe role
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their partics are playing nowadays, and they look
upon their present, internationally approved policy
a3 the nemy of “Marxlam." Tet, this was not al-
ways so,

Before the end of the last century, socinlists
of all shades were wiolently and saalterably op-
posed to the wory fdea of parly moembers por-
ticipmiing in ‘bourgeois (capitalist) povernments,
thereby making the socialist movement, st Jenst
indirsetly responsible for the acts of their res.
peciive capitallse govornments. Even the nceept-
inee by o party member of a minor, non-clective
government job, was frowned wpon ne not kosher
from socinl-democratic standpoint.

When, ia 1900, Alexander Millerand. who with
Jean Joures, was boading one of the four or five
gocinlist partles existing thon in Franee, entered
into the Waldock-Rousseau ecabinet, & storm of
profesta was rabied in the socialist world, National
sod World Congresses debated and srpued the
propricty of the action and in all instances the
act wns condemned as treason to the international
socinlist movement, “Millerandizsm™ and “Ministers
bnliam" was symonymeods with tresson. The argu-
menta lnsted for fourteen years, until the out-
treak of the Weorld War, when the entire socialist
world suddenly beeame “ministorinlists” and gov-
ernmentaliats.  And 5o it has remained to this day.

The foregoing iz all old histery, but it docs no
harm to recall it omee in a while, the more so, as
in our days, we are saddenly cenfronted with n
new “Ministerinlism." from an unexpected soures.
This thme the nnarchist world i sticred with that
enrmg old question in the anti-fascist war now go-
itg on in Spain,

It would mnppear, that with the post war ex-
pericnces, with the experiences of Bolshevism,
Faseizm, Nazism, we have loarned enough to aveid
the old mand settled disputes. But we must have
beon mistaken for it seems that we have to over-
come the samae difficolties and msundersiandings
at overy instance of sericus Tight that we, the
working elass, are confronted with,

Thoe old forgottem “Millerandizm®™ or “Minister-
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ialiam®™ (5 and has been & burelng issue in Spain
ever ince the present war was percipiiated by the
uniformed bandits of Spain. The only real rovelu-
tionary force in the presont Spanish war, was the
C. M. T. and ita idecloglen] reflex, the F, A, 1. It
would have appeared an absurdity, for anyone a
year ago, to state that the old issie of “minister-
inlism®™ eould bob wp—of all things—in this
aparchist and anarcho-syndicalist  movement, in
tho time of the acutest crisis thak ever confronted,
not only thess bwo Bpanisk mevements (that are
really one), but the anarehist fraternity the world
GYET,

Peracas, of mythelogieal fame, wore a magis
cap 86 that the monsters he honted down might not
see him. I would like to have pulled such a magie
cap o¥er My own cars 80 that 1 may not see the
internal fight in the revolutionary forees of the
present Spanish fight. Unfortunately, [ can read
many langaagpes and am in towch with revelationary
literatare of many lands, and ne magic cap ean
prevent me from sesing things T would not like fo
see. I am giving below a translation of an epen
letter of A, Shapire to the O, M. T. I read similar
open letiers months ape, whose avthors have fal-
ten since, wither fighting omn the blesdy battle-
fields, or through cowardly assassination by the
Bpanizh Branch of the Russian Cheks. Shapiro i
not dead yet, he is one of the outstanding figures
of the anarchist movement of the world, He waa
for a number of years one of the Seeretariat of
the International Werkingmens Association, There-
fore, whatever the readers of the “One Big Unbon™
may think of hia ststements, I assure them that
Shapire is sincere abd means: what ke says

OPEN LETTER TO THE
e.N.. T,

We read with more aurprise tkan Interest the
minima] program of the . W, T. “for the real-
ization of a real war polier.” The reading of the
program raised an enbire series of questions and
problems, sonre of which sheuld be called to your
nitention.

Certainly none of s waa simple enough te be-
lieve that & war can be earried on with resole-
tions and by antl-militarist theorlee, Many of ua
bokieved, long before July 19 (1836} thay the amti-
militarist propaganda, so dear to our Duteh com-
radea of the Internationsl Anti-militardst Bureau
and which found, in the past, & aympatbetle anough
echo in the columns of your press in Spain, was in
eontradiction with the erganization of the revole-
tEom.

Many of uwa knew that the putsches, that were
aa dear o our Spanish comeades, ssch s thoms
of December 8 snd January 8, 1934, were far
frem heiping this organizasion of the revoelution,
it helped rather to disorgani=e it

July 18 opened your eyes. It made you realize
tho mistake you had committed {n the past, when,
in o revelotlonary period, you peglectod sorbously
organkfing the necesaary frame.work for the
strupgle that you knew would be Inevitable on the
day of the settlomont of accounts, ¥ob, today you
ore shutting your eyes on another important fact.
You aeom to think that a civil war brought sbout
by the cireumstance of s foselst putseh does not
nectsaarily obligate you to examine the possibilities
of modifying and altering the character of that
chvil war.

A “minimal” program i3 not somsathing to startle
us; but a particular minimal program {such as
yours) canhot have any walae unless I§ ereates
the opportun.ty for the preparation of & maximal
PTOgramnt,

But, your “real war paliey," afvee all, ls nothing
but a progeam for entering the Council of Minist-
ry {government) ; with it wou sct merely as a poli-
theal party desirous of participation in an existing
government, actiing forth your econditions of par-
theipation, and thess conditions are 50 bureawcrathe
in characker that they are far from weakening in
the least the bourgeals capitaliss rogime, on the
conteary they are tending to strengthen caplialiam
end wtabilize H.

The surprising part of your program is that
you 4o not consikder It az & moears for the attain-
ment of sore well dofined goal, bat considor your
“real war policy™ program as an aim s itself,
That s the main danger in your program. It
presopposes s permancntl partbcipation in the gov-
ernment—not meorely elecumatantial—which i3 to
extend over n number of years, even if the war it-
self, with its brutal, dally manifestations would
cense In the meanwhile, A monopaly of the Forelgn
Commerce (have the communists whispered this to
youl), customs policy, new legislations, a new
penal code—all of this fake in a long time, In
order to realize theas tasks, your program pro-
posea & wery <lose collaboration, on all fields,
with the bourgecishe (republican block) and with
the communists (marxist blesk), while almost at
the same time you state in your appeal of June
14 that you are sure of triumphing not only
aghinst Fronco, bat also againat a stupidly back-
ward bourgesisie (“the republican block™) and
against the tricky and dishonest politicians (marx.
ist bloek™).

You bee, therefors, that evem your minimal
program is beset with flagrant contradiethona: its
realization is dependent om the ald of the very
seclors against whick that program fa aimed. Even
the freedom with which you state thess two,
mateally excluding, programs: collaboration with
the howrgesisic and “marxiss® on the one hand
and fight to finish against this same bourgecisie
and narxizm' on thoe other, shustes your minimal
programn as the aim, and your declaration of June
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14, becomes s mere verbinge. 'We wounld have,
naturally, liked to sce things the other way.

The problem of Spain's ceconomie reconsiruction
does not form a part of your program, And yeb,
you cantot help bot kmew that a eivil war, like
the one you nre going thromgh cannot bring the
peaple to its nid, unbess the victories on the fromts
will assure =t the same time their own victories in
the rear,

It is troe,— and many of aes outside of Spain
have known it lomg hefore July 19—the Social
Rovolotion eannot be attained fn 24 howrs, and
that a libertarian regime cannat be erected by the
tarn of the hamd. MNevertholess, neither tho C.
W. T. nor the F. A, 1. caved anything about pre-
revolutionary organization amd about preparing in
advanes the framework for the saclal and economie
reconsiruction. We elaim that there ia a bridge
leading from the downfall of the old regime to
the erection of the now rogime erccled on the
aghes and the rolns of the old reglme. This bridge
is all the mors foll of dangercus traps and pit-
falls as the new regime differs from the old, And
it wag precisely this period of transition thai you
have misunderstood In the past and that you eon-
tinue to misusderstand today. For, if you had re-
cognized that the socin]l and ceonsmic reconsirae.
tion of m Hbertarian barls is the Indispensable con-
dition to wictory over fascism, you would hawve
clabarated, (having in view the aim to be attained)
a minimal revolutionnry program, that would have
given the ecity snd country proletariat of Spain,
the necessary will and enthusinsm fo continue the
war o ita dogica]l conclusion,

But such a program you failed to proclaim. Tho
few timid allusions contained In your “war pro-
gram,” are far from havieg a  revolobionnry
chameter: the olaboration of a plan for the oco-
nomic reconstruction, that would be necopted by
the three blocks, could only be & naive illusion, if
it would not be so dangorous: the municipalization
of land ia an anti-revolationary project alnes it

fegalizea something that m coming revolution will
have to abelish, sines the municipzlities are, after
all, buk cogs in the wheel of the Siate as bong as
the State wil]l exist,

Waturally, the claboration of an ecomombe pros
gram for the tramsition perled presupposca & fimal
alm. Does the . ¥ T. econslder that libertartan
commutnism is an unattainable “Utopla® that shoutd
be relegated to the muoseum?

If wouo still think (as you 4d before July 19)
that libertarinn communism forms part of the pro-
gram of the C, N, T. it & your duty—it was really
wour duty sines July 1886—ta claborate your
economic progeam of transition, withoat regard
to the bomrgecis and marxist blocks, who can but
sabotage any program of liberfarian tendency and
inkpiration,

To by sure, spch a program will place you in
conflict with these blocka, But on the other hand,
it will unite with you the large majority of the
workers, who want but one thing; the victory of
the Hevolation, It is necessary, therefore to choase
between these two eventaalities,

Such a program will, naturally, nmellify your
“war program' which is nothing bat the expression
of & “true™ deslre for & permanent cablnet col
lnboration. But, this proposition, this “war pro.
gram" of wours la dlametrically contrary to the
tradit’onally revoelutionary attitude of the C. M.
T., which this organization kas not denied yeb
It is, therefore necessary o choose.

The €, W. T. should mot allow-—as it has ohe
fortunately done simce July 12—the acceptance
of the tactles of the “line of least resietanee,™
which cannot but lead fo & slow but sare liquida-
tion of the libertarlan revolution,

The ministerial collaboration polley has certain-
Iy pushed back to the rear the program of revo-
lutionary economy. You are on the wrong track
and you can sre that yoarselves

Da you mot thimk that you sheald stop follow-
ing this rond, that lesds you to certain downfall?

PERISH ALL TYRANTS

Perish all tyrants far and mear,
Beneath the elalms that kind ias;
And porigh, too thak servile fear
Which makes the slaves they find us,

One grand, one universal claim,

One penl of moral thunder,

Opo glorioua burst in freedom’s mame,
And rend our bonds asunder!

—{karles Cole



A TIP TO A FRIEND

By COVAMI

Or how a punk politician may become a greatl statesman

Thia is “"more truth than poetry,”
But here is what I say

To all whoe would be “"Honorables™
And Presidents today:

Keep in the limelight, hrother!
Keep, keep in the limelight!

Keep, on a-talking, talking,
Morning, noon and night!

Daily in the “Record"”

Your applaused remarks “extend™;
Weep a weep for farmers,

The soldier boys defend;

Bawl cut all the bankers,

Cuss out all the chains;

Promise all the dust-bowlers

You will send "em rains;

Glorify the worloers:

Praise the horney hands of toil:
Wail because forever

For a living they must moil;
Promise all the aged

You will give "em what you can't—
Out-townsend Doctor Townsend
When before the old you rank;

Tell all the disemployed

Mot one of them shall starve,
But each a fatted gobbler

In the bye-and-bye shall carve:
Tell all the little merchants
You will bust the trust—

Lay it on aplenty!

Raize a heap of dust!

Be sure to “save™ our country,
Your faith in it declare;

By Jefferson and Lincoln
Forget you not te swear.

Be interviewed and camera-ed;
Smile and smirk and grin;
Show wourself with Capital
And Labor standing inj

Assert there are no classes
Among the Free and Brave;
The home fires keep a-burning;
The Starry Banner wave;

Give out & gorgeous platform,
One that's promisefull;

Spread the “brisbanalities,”
Go heavy on the bull,

Be lib'ral and progressive,
Conservative and sane,

Syndicalist and Communist,
And something else again.

If by then you are no statesmamn,

You were never meant to be
A saviour of the people,
Friend, a leader of the free.

o

Elghi
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THE LAUNDRY WORKERS —
THEY CAN BE ORGANIZED

By K. T. S.

“I'm as experienced as they make them. I've
been at it 28 vears, but | only make $12.40 a

week;, years ago it was 518."

The waorst sweat ghops are found in the indus-
tries. that require comparatively little capital to
stert, The man with a little money and & strong
urge to get rich by robbing wape workers finds
himaclf an old building facing a dirty atveet or
nlley where rent is c¢heap, buys second hand ma-
chinery, hires n few workers and goes into busi-
ness.  He works himself, if he ean’t get oot of it
cuts the prices on his product becauwse he haz to
compete with numorons other budding eapitalisis
wha have the same urge he has, and tries his best
to grind a little more work ool of his employes
than anybody elae ever speceeded in doing.

The peity eock-reach iz found in every chiy and
town, and in the country, toeo. He iz the mninstay
af the empitalizt aystem for he inspives hope In the
minds of thousands of workers, who sught to know
bettor, that thece is a chance for them o escape
from the chains of wage alavery and become in-
dependent,

Cne of the most popalar of these stepping stones
to wealth and affloence is the Paundry industry.
There are blg corperations in the business, of
course, but taken as n whole it carrles on ita mis-
erable oxistance §n that marginal ferritoy where
wages are lowest, working conditions the mest
mizerable, and hours the Jongeat.

The League of Women Shoppers informes us in
nn interesting little pﬂrﬂp]'ﬂe!l. eatitled, “Conabder
the Laundry Workers," that the modern power
Inundsy got itz stert in Callfernia way back in
1849, It seems that the thousands of men who
went out there without wives to wash their shirts
and too mizch ceeupied with leaking for nuggets
ta do their own washing, inspived a earpenter to
build n 12-shirt washing machine which was ron
by & [0-horse power donkey engine.

Since then the laundry machinery has become
slapdardized and the operations amd dtpurtmental
divisions, too. so that the natere of the work dope
by the employes is about the same everywhore in
the United States.
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The business is highly competitive and, besides,
it =ells 2 service, not a commadity, and thiz service
is one that peeple can dispense with in emergency,
When deprossien atrikes, women try to save monoey
by doing their wasbing at home and this causes an
immediate shrinking in the welume of work done
by the laundries, But since emplovers will ge to
any extreme rather than saerifice profits they
meake ap by cutting wapes down bto levels almost
unbelievably low, and keep them there az long as

they ean after the depresslon excose s no longer
valld.

Another factor that helps to keep wages down
i the fact that by far the greater portion of the
wark is done by women who are not requiced to
be skilled. The old tradition that wemen work
for wages nnd outside of the home only to carn
m ikt H-a:ntulh'ing pbra’ 1= gLl ased ax an oXeaEs
for low wages and still influences the public atti-
tude toward these workers: even though all the
gvidenes showa that women nd well as men work-
ers go to their daily slavery, no matter how un-
endurnble it may be, to warnd off stareation and
nat to by dinmonds.

New York State Labor Departmoent fipares show
that in the latter part of 10836, 73.6 per cemt of
the women employed ln MNew York Clly laundries
made lezs than 21500 a woeek., Bui investigntors
in the same nren found wages a3 low as 36 for
n woek of 48 hourz:; and in Brooklyn o man [nun-
dry worker was found who was getting 35 a wiek
for &0 hours work, and another who was paid $6
for G0 hours.

In the Mew York investigation the median wage
for women was foubd to be 518 a week, and for
men $14.50. The union wages were found to be
somewhat above the nverage. For instanec, while
a union ghirt folder mnde £1.95 for 100 shirts, the
average was $1.50 for 100; and while a umnion
washer (skilled work) was pald $40 for a 48-hour

{Continued on page 21)
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Ameriea’s Greatest Social Disgrace

“Child Workera in America™ by Katherine Du
Pre Lumpkin and Dorothy Dooglas: Robeort M.
MeBride and Co., publishers; 289 p.p. plus biblio-
graphy and index; $3.50.

There are some two and a quarter million work-
ing boys and girls under 18 years of age In these
United States. They have been driven to work
by the poverty In their homes. By going to work
they have either displaced so many of  thelr
fathers, or by compétition so reduced the earn-
ings of their fathers, that poverty at home has
made it necessary for them to stay on as indus-
trinl workers, or has left them so poorly clothed,
or with so little money for books and plensures
that even the meagre earnings available In indus-
try appeared more attractive than going ta school
to reeeive the =mcorm of their better dressed
achoolmates,

This study of the role of these twe million boys
and girls in our economic life, and of the largely
frustrated efforts to curb their  exploitation,
soriously attempts te be exhaustive, For this
reason it is a study of moere than child labor, The
oppasition to proposed laws Lo restriet ehild Inbor
has so entrenched itself in appeals to tradition,
in arguments that children work bBecause they are
so mentally inferior that they cannot benefit from
education, and in politienl trickery, that these who
would end “America's groatest social disgrace”
are put in a position where they must cither give
up the fight or attack the pet prejudices that serve
as justifications for capitalism and expose our
alleged democratic machinery sz the oxeeutive
commitiee of the ruling class that radicals have
long known it to ba,

When these who bring up their awn young upon
the exploitation of the children of the working
cliks muster the mental testers to  show  that
these working children leave school because they
are #o inferior mentally that school is of no use
to them, it becomes necessary to examine the
question: Are the poor peor bocause they nre in-
ferior, or are they culturally inferior becanse they

Ten
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are poor? The authors have pot shirked the res-
ponsibility and at length they establish with the
utmost scientific objectivity that the working class
ia not inherently an inferior lot of people; that
instead their eultural shorteomings result from the
environment that is theirs so long as they yield
all beyond a subsistonce to those who do not work
for a living. Nor do the authors hesitate to ask
the pointed question that if industrinl employment
is the proper trestment for stupid children, then
why arem't the stupid children of the rich sent
to work likewise? 1In fact a bracing irony, well
barbed with pointed figures, runs through the
book, to crop out, for instance In aszking, when
lebbyista urge that children should not be denjed
the dignity of labor, why ft is, if labor i3 80 bene-
ficial to children, that the children of these same
lobbyists are universally denied its much lauded
bonefits?

The question whether child labor exists because
the supply of children looking for jobs requires
business to establish employment fop them, or
whether it persists beeause of some demand of in-
dostry far the labor of childeen, leads the authars
to probe {(almost) to the foundations of capitalist
ecotnomy. That poverty drives them to work is
established thoroughly. That the ecorporations
(whe by the way arc shown to he the great em-
ployers of children) exert overy pressure to seeo
that insuffleient appropriation iz made for schaol-
ing and for ¢nforcing attendance mt school, and
employ parents, in agriculiure and textilos par-
ticularly, only if they puot their ehildren to wark,
is shown repeatedly. They almost got to showing
that mass unemployment is the essent'al condition
required for capitalism—that without it the profit
system could not tiek, But their point—that em-
ployment for children is furnished to get bigger
profits amd not to provide something for the boys
and girls to do—it adeguately established with.
aut getling quite that far.

To those who believe that our college profes.
EorE, “social selentists”, welfare workers, preachers
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and other leading lights sre homest people, and
that our legislative bodles hold thelr deliberations
to consider what to do for the majority of people
in this country, the chapters on the long fight for
legrislative reatriction on child Iber will be most
enlightening. These great leaders of “public opin-
fon** do not hesitnte to appear both before Con-
gross tourge that such matters be loft to the atates
where, they assupe thelr hearérs, the matter will
be taken care of, and then haston to state logis-
latures to urge that children should not be de-
prived of the grest pleasure, moral benefits, and
apportunitics te kelp thelr unemployed fathors
ariging from their God-given right to werk
Splendid case material for a study of the fune-
tioning of the state i furnished fn the aame chap-
ters. The responsivencss of legislators to  the
wishes of the owners of the important industries
makes the modern state a most servicenble instru-
ment of claas rule while presenting the pleasing
camoufllage of democracy, Such proposals as the
abolition of child Inbor find neceptance only where
economic fmetors have made child lnbor super-
fluoks. Where & is of advantage to the great
owners, sny lw curbing it provides oxesption in
their favor. Agricultare which absorbs four fifths
of the army of child workers 1s regularly excepied
—amd the picture dullt in the press la that of the
hay and gir]l helping father and mother on their
own farma.

‘The facts here given show that such ¢hild Wbor
in overwhelmingly performed for the benafit of
owners other than their parents.

Tho matore of the study is soech that it 1 neces-
sarily & kaleldoscope of many views of the misery
of America's most submerged familles. The picturcs
of family siteations sre carefolly ebched with as
wasto words, and convey In full the forces that
make for submission to the exploitation of children.

Weo seo the home of the sharecropper and the
sagar beet worker, the swealshop home where the
Tamily iz op til after midnight with the children
stringing safety-pina or earding snaps instend of
doing thelr lossoms, We seo little children in
Wew Orlenns picking frozen shrimp ontil thele
fingers are numb, and boys and givls of ten years
chipping trees for turpentine for twebve hours &
day. Amd we hear President Roossvelt pampously
declarg “Child lsbor has been abolished,™

VWhat's to be done about it? The aothors pin
their hopes on fedoral logislation. There, this
reviewer cannot comeur with them—they have of-
Tered too much evidonce to show that we can't
rely on that. Even should the amendment pet the
endorsement of the necessary thirty—six states in
tho faco of m press that is circolated largely by
the exploitation of “little merchants”, and desplts
the lobbying snd milsrepressntation of the corpora-
Hons that benefit most from child lsbor, and
eacape the trickery of thoss who offer the subas-
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titute proposal of requiring all products of child
Eabor fo be branded accordingly—even then, what?
What standards would Congress set up for the
contrel of child labor? Probably the standards
uied i the former MRA codes—and thesy affeet-
ed only 100,000 childeen out of the 2250000
child workers of Amorica—and it is doubtful st
that If they wern enrvied out. So long as thers
are poverty siricken homes to which work s sept
to be dene, children will be set to doing it, Dut-
side the home, legialation la hopelessly ineffoetive
in corbing ehild labor, “In 1928 the New York
State Labor Department found over four hundred
thousand boya and girls illegally employed fin
stored and factories™ Tt would seem thot leglsls-
tion i3 about one third effective from the follow-
ing figures:

"To show the ndvantage of regulation, the Child-
ren's Burean cites the fact tha: whereas in states
having no eight bour lnw for cannery children
B& per cent of the children worked over alght
hours, atd T8 per cont worked ten hours or mOorD,
in the siates that did include the canmery Indus
try under their child labor laws, only 86 per cent
waorked over oight houra s day, and only 40 per
cent worked ten Bours or moro.*

Even this catimate of effectiveneas is overdrawn,
for ennnery inspectors report that when they come
to canmeries at night they find children seampering
into the shadows chased away by the foremen.

The propesal o keep childron out of industry
by making their attendance at school compulsory
seems equally ineffective. In the communitics
whare child Iabor is most used, the school muthori-
ties mre the chief exploiters of children, and mot
likely to enforee such legialation. Imperial Country,
Californin, is a great field for child labor in agri-
cultare; It covers a couple of thousand square
miles, and has only one school attendance officer,
and ahe s melther provided with & conveyanes nor
allowed traveling expenses. (The object of factory
inspection laws s aimiliarly defeated by abowing
ng funds to earry oot the Inepectiond.

Child labor is wsed, and makes for greator pover-
iy, more unemployment, more compulsion to of fer
one's children for exploiiation, becamse there 5 0
margin of profit in it. The labor union battle for
higher wages iz almed directly at the peverts that
propels children ints industry, and i lnabor union-
lszn can suceeed in inslsting either that children
shall mot be employed, or that their wages shall
b raised to the point where it becomes more profit-
ahle to hire adolts, we will have & mush mors
irustworthy means to combat “Amorlea’s greatest
social diagrace”

dApart from their unwarranted hopes for legis-
lative reform, the authors have woven a picture of
working <lass life and emploping class trickery
and rationallzation, that for completeness of wliew
and readabllity, deserves to be ranked with the
writinga on ecconomic history by the Hammonds,

Ehirvem
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FACTFUL FABLES 55 covincron nary

All About The Creature That Mastered Its Creatar

Onee upon & time there arose on & Certain
Planet the most efficient inatitution ever devised
by the mind of the Fow for hornswopgling  and
E¥YPping the Many, It was callad “The State.” He.
ing itself ¢he oatcome of long decades of Feévo-
lutionary acbivity, The State, as soon a= the Re-
volationists woq eut, immediately Proclaimed and
Guarnnteed Life, Equality, Fraternity and the Pur.
auit of Happiness to Al rogardless of Race, Creod,
Calar or Previous Condition aof Servitude, 8o, az
All can see, thes Fargotten Onog Wore, a8 usmal,
not forgotten,

Truo, that Preeing the Sercfs and Slaves, the
Bato Inadvertontly overleoked embodying in Their
Bill of Rights any article providing for and Euaran.
teoing their [neluctable Necossity to Work and Eat.
But men cbsessed with Good Intontions canpnt
think of everything at once. So, to maks Evory-
thing all right, the State brought “Taw and Order™
into Society. Fuarthermore, it Law wia ks porfect
a8 Best Minds pould make 1t and it Order was
not to be snoezed st There 15 na doubt nhout
That. As wise ald Anatole kas observed, “Thy
Law in fta Majestic Equality forbids the Rich ax
well gz the Poor to gleep under bridges, ta beg in
the streots, and to steal bread”  And whae coaild
be fafror than Thatt NMothing. Unlike the Anchent

De Jure, if mot De Facta, the Btate |z the
2overeign Poople or Proletariat, as the ChsE may
bo, in Congress or Parlinmont esembled. Omen
Assembled, kowever, the State became One Thing
and Vox Populi quite another. This Unexpected
Outeome and Sorry Situation wans and ja probably
due to the Sad Fact that States, like Peaples, must
Live, and, ta Live, must get the Wherewithal, 1t
is mot surprising, therefore, that as the Parasites
gTow Fnt and Fatipr the Producers grow Lemn and
cors might have thought of that
in the Days baforg the Dwle, but seoms ovident
that they did not. The trouble with the Producera
is that they have besn #0 busy, and still are, hard.

Augusl, EREP

scrabblicg an Existenen for Themselves and & Liv-
ing for everybody hag they haven't had time to
Think, Getting in the hnbiz of Mop Thinking
Btraight, they finally nceipted thg strange, here-
Eical and wnnaturm] doctring that men Lived to
Waork, instead of the othor way around-—thae they
Warked in order To Live. Falling under this Hal-
heeination, it wns and is perfectly natural that the
Girent Majority camp 1o

Far USE By and For the Froducers of The Goods
was, somehow or other, a violnthon of the Laws of
God, Nature and the Caonstitation, S They got
what Paddy shot at and th, Btate the rest, And it
served them righe.

It was by virtug of thizs queer creed that the
State becamog haughtier and baughtier and ths
Citizen humblar and hambler as tipe Paased and

expanded He shrunk, Jes prospority is His poverty.
Ite glory His mennness, Tts might His Imsecurity.

Right to Murder clafmed for Tiself alone, nnd,
what's more, gop ¥way with it again. The Btate
Promises and promfses, but it is Mr. Average wha
Pays and Pays. But H, seems to Nke i, and why
shouldnt He? He gota all ho Veted For and &
Lot More that he Didn’t Expect, dosant he? He
Does, Then “why Kicek?" I Don's, What's got my
Goat ia the Sublime Gan of the clafm the State
has of lato met up, to wit, a5 the Lawyers By,
that “The Stato has & Soul of its Own into and
under which all othep Souls arg submerged.” |
ean't swallow that doctrine, not only becanse it is
incomprohensible to sxne minds, bt beeanse the
erido makes the Professtonag Politician God, And
I have too much respect for The Almighty to so
nsalt Him, If thnt is “Treasonabla’ pp "Coanter=
Revolationarsy,” alj Right. Make thy Most of It,
Cen It! And 1 don't care what the Dictators say!

Maoral

“They who surrender Easent{al Liberty for Tem.
porary Security deserve neither Liberty nor Se.
eurity.” Neither, ok Bep Franklin, do they get it



THE NONSENSE OF PLANNING

By

“Planned economy and capitalism are irreconcilable

contradictions; the one excludes the other. If an

PAUL MATTICK

SCOnOmY

is planned, then it has also ceased to be &

capitalist economy."

The literature dealing with the problems of a
planned economy has atiained proportions com-
parable omly with those of the depression which
brought it forth. Imn nll this wolter of thought,
we may distingulah three maln currents: one which
stands for the possibility of capitalist planning, an-
other which demies t on principle, and a third
which hovers betwoon theas extremea and finds
ita champlons both in the bourgesis and socialist
CRMIpS

In wview of the depreasion, the surviving repre-
sentatives of the lalsses-faire principle have a hard
time defending their thearetical postulabes ngainst
the planmers, 1t becomes increasingly Smplausible
that the markel meckanism, of itsolf, can overcome
the present difficultbes. And even if it could, there
#tlll remains open the no lesa important goestion
of whetker society shall snbmit aupinely to the
brutal healing process im which the market pro-
ducea its regulsting effects or whether it shall nok
rather take & conacious part In this process.

Im spite of the liveliness of the discussion on
the part of the laissez-faires, the fact no lesa re-
maina that they are histerically saperseded for
their basis in elassic competitive eapitaliam is drawn
from ander them. The enterprises boumd up with
free competition fall easy wietims to the manapol=
iatic forees in which the progess of empital concen-
tration still expresses itself. The reslstance offered
by these groups to nll planning experiments i8 me-
cordingly not a struggle aguninst any socialistic
tendencies of the varions gpovornmenta but the |ast
deapairing efforts of weaker enpitallst groups
against the monopalistic competition by which they
gro being destroyed, And se, in their agitation,
they kad to take flight from reality into s mystic
fatalism; for monopoly capitallam has undenlably
grown out of froe sompetitive capitalism, and thes
the represemtatives of the labter can not attack
the first without at the same time striking them-
selves. The same competitive capitalism which in
its heydny never tired of talking about its de-
termining and forming misson in world affalrs
i# today endeavoring to relogate to the realm of
fancy any possibllity of consciona regulntion of
the cconomic 1ife. Tts champlons see in thelr own

Fouriean

end the downfall of soclety itself and raise their
warning vebeos with the sssertfon that no advance
is posatble excopt through complete planlossness.
However much sapport they may find for such
a position in the past, it remains <lear that the
foturg is not destined ta follow the pattern of the
past but immediately that of the present. And for
that reasom their cry of protest can inspire no
more terrop or restraint than, say, that of the
hogs in the slanghterhouse prior to haviag thelr
throats cut. Rather, as the Engllsh champlon of
planned economy, Blacket, wrikes, “The idea of
planning has passed rapidly beyond the stage of
being suspect for its commuanist comnotations and
has becoma perfectily respectabla”

The champion: of copitalist planned economy
Buve the preaent or thele side, Their darts dirested
egainst [pipsez-falre principles strke bome, even
though they are fired with closed oyes. OF course
a number of economisis reject the possibility of o
partial planning, ssseriing that such n thing iz a
self-contradiction and that & planned economy
neceasanly invelvea the meaningful and harmonious
Intercornection of all processes In all economic and
socin] sphores, to which ond the most eonsistent
centralization of ecomomic direction is indispens-
able. Bot such a position, however correct it may
bo, still fails to meet the objection that n partial
planning in certain circumstances is eapable of
suppressing some of the cconomis friction, of
cvercoming n mumber of minor difficuliies and
thus of erenilng mow sitoations which in  their
turn cap exert n mora or lesa favarnble infloence
upon the pconombc process. If this is the case,
ome has o perfeet right to speak, if he likes, of
“partis] plarning,” and sny eriticism would practi.
cally only be tilEng sguinst the terminology which
makes this plecemeal planning symonymous with
Hanned economy ftself.

Every planmed sconomy has ifa planless aspects,
pnd every 'phnll!u peomomy has also its rigrulated
momente. In the classic eapitalism of free com-
petithon there were monopolies, and in monopaly
capitalism thors 3 competition, even though of &
mory limited sort, From general competition arosa
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that of the monopolies among each othoe, which
Amounis to saying that competition has op the ome
hand waned as rogards complexity in order to
Wax in other forms as rogards intensity, However
much the clussic capitaliem meay be differentissed
from the monopolistie, still the one can ot be
Bek over agninst the other: monopoly capitalism |s
tho ald-age manifestation of lnissez-falre, and its
planned-economy phrascalogy s only the makeup
which conceals decay,

H we identlfy the results of manapolization,
oF of the process of contralization and econconiras
Lion, with the experiments In planned eeOROmMY,
We get away from the idla and purely concoptaal

pute &% to whether the plannicg skall, ean or
must be carriod out completely or half way, at
“nce or gradually, Ales the question ms to whete
the planning will lead loses a1l significance, so that
enly the question of prinekple remalns O
whethor planned cconomy and capitalism are at all
susceptible of belng combined,

I

upon the laws by which capitalist relations are
poverned. Thelr starting point was nlways dis-
content with existing conditions, They  noted,
=8 anyone may readily do, what was ably set forth
by Hoover's Resenrch Committes on Boclal Trends:
that ssclety’s wapacity for producing commodities
i continunlly incrensing at & more rapid rate than
the parchasing power of the ropulation, that the
ratlo of emplovmont fails to koep step with the
improvement of the productive machinery, and
that the means of communication betwean nations
change more rapidly than the rearganization of
intormational relations, In brief, the rate of growth
of the soctsl forees of production s such and the
forms assumed by them are smch that the social
relations ean not be adapled to thess forms, but
are breaking them dewn, The nataral eonclusion,
that these backward relations must ba
Ewept aside, néver occurs to the thearetielans of
plannirg and cam not oecur to them, since they
are theoretielans of planning only  within  the
existing soclal rolations, 3o they try to furn
history backward and to arrest this painful growth
of the soclal capacities, after the mannor of those
lovely Japamese ladies who bandage their feet in
order to keep them dainty, In both cases, the actonl
result is aimply mnlming.

To the economic planners, it is a question of
diminishing the productivs cnpacity and at the
f=ame time of inerensing the parchasing power, In
the course of this two-fold Procesan o time mysd
come when the disproportion now existing betwesn
the two will be sliminated and the wny prepared
for & Marmonlous interplay. Whatever paing the
theoreticiana may take to work out thelr theses
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down o the least detail, all thess pretiy pamos will
be very much wasted so far ns cxpitnlisn itself is
concermed. To the capltalists, the peoblem of
planning ja a quite sne-slded and practical matior,
mamely, the conversiom snd adagtation of their
productive apparntus and of thelr business to the
nutomatically contracting relations of the markot
mnd to the changes within the economie siruetups
=z brooght abogi throngh monopelization, enrtol-
lizatlon amd Erustification—in arder #o win for
themselves az much as possible of the social profis
What sctual “planning” takes placs wonld take
Mace even without declsive modificatiors—even
if the warious brajn triasts did net exist—and
precisely upon the preseribod basls of the natural
market tendecies under manapalistic lnissec-faire,
The “planning™ does not change the socin] me-
chanfem, but this mechnnism Tanetions today in &
manner which falls In with the theories of the
planners. Tt expanded the productivity of soclety
In order then, on the ground of this expansion, to
contract [t Thiy capitalistic sabotage in not dee
termined by any plans whatsoever,—ihe  plans
merely make {t known—, bot by the Manlessness
of the existing economic system, Capitalist planned
teonomy fs therefore nothing more than “plannod
planleasnoss,” or maore simply stated—nonsonae.
With the acceplance of the present economic ays-
tem ns the only one for all thme there ecan, of
courss, be no insight into the fack that any plan.
ning within It can only be a fanciful one: the
présent econombo system really permits no genuine
conscious economy at all. To talk of planning from
the standpoint of commodity prodaction s just as
interesting as to hear a blind man lecture om wan
Gogh,

v,

The shares of the individual enpitalist enterprises
in the toinl secia] profit belng dependent on the
magnitede of the capitals inwvalved, so that their
owners are compelled to keep on imeroacing thefir
eapitnl in order to maintain themsolves as eapttals
ists when profits are diminisking, it follows that
tae hindering of the growth of the amall capitals
means eveniually tholr destruction. And these
capitalists are well nwarg of the fact that control
of production means their sliminatien in the in-
terest of larger aggregations: that the eombining
process which goes on automationlly svon during
the crisde, by way of bankruptcies, I now ts be
further promoted by political means, through
Planned-sconamy demsgogy.  That “froeze the
status que™ la in reality the planful destroction
of small capitals in order ta prolomg the Mfe of
the larger ones. The thing which o some e g
Professer Moley) Is & now humanitarian adjust-
ment | the ecomomic and political spheres §5 s
the others o downright selfish policy of stranguals-
tion, and these latter are justified in sppenling to
the laws of nature, which do net admit of a
“status quo”, And while thelr downfall is a proaf
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of the correciness of this conception, yet bn the
capitalist semsp BAtural laws operato only by way
of croptioms. Altheugh the stagnating tendencies
nre doomed to remaln no more than tendencies,
still, =0 long as they work, they will ascomplish
their task, and the fate of many cutsiders will be
l.'h-:lu-‘l'utr.'lp and forever acttled through the ®an=
pataral statws quoe’ of monopol

Mo longer, as formerly, does the number of
individizal capitals increase; rather, ss capitalist
develapment proceeds, that number contimeally
diminighesr. We are going back, even thoogh with
medifications, to conditions like those which
existed in the beginnings of capitalist society, when
there was litle distinction betwesn cxproprintion
and mccumualption. And the reason is that at the
end of capitalist socicty, ns at its beginning, the
thirst for profit and the compulsion to reaping it
arp greater than daring ils time of wiger. The
primitiveness and unscrupulouspess of childhood
repents itsolf im old age, theugh with mors
fineass, The boneficiaries of the caplialist system
grow fewer mnd fewer, o that the stroggle for
shares of the socinl profit must grow sharper.
While on the onc hand there are increasingly
greater posa bilities for the comselows regulntion of
the eeomomie life, they nre more and more excluded
by the properiy relations. What passes itaelf off
as plasned economy, that ie, a3 a conschons taking
in hand of the socin] process of Hfe, s in reality
the sharponing of the struggle of all against all

LZo long a5 sockety is bouand to commodity pro-
duction, it is only through the earket that its
peeds can be satisfied. Any limfitation imposed up-
on the frecdom of marketing is a Hmitatlon upon
the individosl entreprensurs themaclees and can
only lead to sharpening their oppositions, Limita-
tion of preduction, which can only B brought
about by woy of the martket, has the same effect.
Even If the Ides of a capitafist planned ecomomy
need not be complotely rejected, It can be ns-
signed no more than s limited validity. It is only
ander cond tlons in which a certain grouwp of ins
terests suceends in completely dominating all the
rest of socloty that the idea could be justified
in a comditional sense, And yet the unaveldable
social eonvulslons arising under such econditions
are prabably enoogh ngain fo exclude the speculn-
ton; guaite apart from the afill weightior factor
that under sweh conditions, with the retenmtion of
capital production, its liability te erisis i3 stil] not
dong away with, for that lability is only modified
by the market and bas its final bazis In capital
accumulation itsolf. From this standpoing, it is im-
possible to see in the current planned-economy
tendencies more than n new concepinal formuln-
tion of the legltimate course of the momopolistie
movemest of capltalism in its perbod of declime.

The endeavor to stabilize present capital fnvest-
ments at thelr present level, under the pretext of
planned economy, i3 bit an expression of the fact

Simpeen

that at & high level of capitalist development
further techeleal progress ne lomger, aa before,
inereases profits but diminishes them. Though the
continganee of monopolization can not be halted,
this procas ia 8t the same time the destructhon of
caplinliat sources of oxistence, in that i elminates
mare and more Sech things as capital devaluations
by which the load of the crisis is lightemed, The
opening wp of the world ko capitalist emterprlsc,
while becoming more necessiry, becomes ai the
same time more difficult by reason of the cxpan-
glon already mitnined, since here it is not the
geographical limits but those of ascumulation which
are declsive, The more imperative the imperialistie
conflicts besome, the more dubbous alse their re-
sults, In short, the restrictbon of the productive
foreen jg at the same time their developmoent and
this development nt the same Bime  thelr res
trictlon,

It iz only to ome whao has never delved beneath
the surface of capitalist phenomena that this con-
tendictory movement appears to arize from the
disproportion between praduction and eomsumption.
Though it can not be denied that sach a dispropor-
tion exists, it is boand wp with the materinl
charseter of product'on  and consamption, &
character which in the capitalist werld, howewar,
has validity only for the individuals and not for
the social movement. The commoedities rogarded
ns use meticles in their material form play in the
socinl sense no part. o that when one speaks
of the spread between producton amd porchasing
power, ong must first know what all the plaspers
completely neglect: namely, what capitalist pur-
chasing power isn. Human consumpiion capac iy
and capitalist purchasing power are fundamentally
different things. The sensclessness of destroying
commodities, e. g. from the ullrll:lpn-irll of natural
consumption, is very “sensble” from the stand-
point of copitalist parchasing power, and any one
who gets excited about this “insanity"™ and wanis
to abolish it under capitalism simply fails to under-
stand the prime motive of this seciety. The nataral
necessities of n certnin proportionality  between
production and consumption assert themaslves
vielently in the end against mach Inverted soclal
condltions and form the content of revolationary
hiskory.

Present-day acciety does nab even concern -
self with determining the consumpiion eapachiy or
needs of society, in order to make a corresponding
adjustment of production. It leaves this to the
individoals, while the only sceial eoncern f= the
market om which the purchsaing power deponds,
And sinee the market forcea the capliallsts to in-
dividun] nceumulation, the only decidive factor in
determining capitalist parchazing power iz the
necessities and possibilifies of accumulation, Capi-
tal itself 1a the greatest consumer and forms fta
own market. To speak of lack of porchasing power
merely means that capital is not making use of its

ONE BIG UNIDN MONTHLY



prarchasing power, and we have to ngulre aboat the
roason for this fact. Since profit is the motive of
capitalist production, It must alse farnish the ex-
planation for this abstention. With this question we
come Up agninst the laws of capitalist movement.
These lnws are wisely neglected by the theoreti-
cians of plasning, ard hepce their thesries can
not be taken seriogaly.

VL

Himee accumalation is in practice the continual
prowth of the apparntos of production and of ils
pradactive capaeity, its progresslve expansion
dovours a grenter and grenter part of the pewly
produced socinl product, or, differontly expressed,
of the newly won capital, The same process cheap-
ons labar and changes the proportlons in which the
eapital iz divided. Genernl homan advance, which
conaiiz jn the possibility of sefting In motion more
and more means of production with leas and leas
labor, and hence of tarning cut greater and greater
quantities of products, expresses jiself capitalist-
feally im a more rapid growth of the capltal ine
vetled inm means of prodiction and raw materials
than of that invested in wages, This fact is evi-
dert af once from n comparison of the capital
compoeition of fifty years nga with that of todas.
Capltaliet profit is, Bowever, computed on the total
capital, though, sines In the final analysis it I8
nething but anpaid labor, it varies only with the
maghitade of the wage capital. The contradiction
between appropriated labor ns the basls of profit
and the magnitide of the organle compoition of
capltal {meanz of production med Inbor power)
lends, with the forther developmaont of sccumala-
tlom, to the fall of the rate of profit snd, at a
high stage of accumualation, to the sctual deeline
of the muas of profit. In o word: & greater soclal
capital produces a smaller socin] profit, This eon-
tradictory movement must lend fo a situation in
which the diminished profits not only take away
the imcenthve to farther nccumalntion, sines suck
accomulation woull diminish isstead of promote
profitabllity, bot in which necumzlation besomes
quite impossible. Absolutely, the profit acquired
may be greater than before, and yet be too small
relatively to the demands of further sccumulation.

The capitalist erlsls fs but an expression of thae
fact thit forther mecuenulation is nok worth while
or §s impossible. The capltalists make no use of
their purchasing power, since [t dossn™t pay them
te do 8o or because sccumulatlen cofsumes moce
than is at hand for its purposes. Practically, there
them takes place what the theorsticians want to
‘plan®; the productive apparatus will no longer be
expanided ta cofrespond with the bitherio prevail.
Ing tempo of accomulation. Of course, profits con-
tinue to be made, bub those parts sef aside for new
investmonts fail to rench thelr destination, for,
kowover great they may be, they are tos amall
with respect to the demands of accumulation, They
lie idle, and one gets the impresslon that too much
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capital is present, though in reslity this super-
fuity is & deficiency of capital: an execsn of capi-
tal arises Frem a lack of eapital. However para-
doxical this may sound, scientific truths always
appear paradoxical to that “common sense' which
never gets beyond appearance,

On this basiz it bocomes clear that thoe owver-
produaction of eommaodities is to be regnrded merely
as & result and met &8 a cause of tho erlsla, Even
though secumulation is not continued and the pre-
ductive apparatus is not expanded in the nocessary
proportion, still st first production goes on at the
previons level. Hines, however, therg is cssentially
noe mew capital Invested, so also ita material em-
bodiments, the means of production and raw mabe-
rials, remnin onused in their commodity form.
Thereupon, production is diminished or qukte sus-
pended, workers discharged, The sonsamption in-
dustries also are deagged fnto the erisis, which
#aon seizes zpon all the social domaine, With this,
the competitive struggic grows sharper, and  this
leads to great price drops, bankrupieles and ihe
general predienment,

From this peint of view, wo soe also the factors
which may serve in overcoming the crisis. The
crigis can be done away with only through the con-
tireance of accumulation. Capitalist parchasing
power mast be strengthened, Caplialist econom-
iste atare in perplexiiy ar the “riddle™ of the
crisis. If they draw the favorite parallels with the
pagt, they say that ‘scarcity’ was responsible  for
eoonamic complieations in all pre-caplialist forms
of economy, though in view of the prodoctive
capacily this foector offers no explanation for the
present diffieulties. In other words, these eco-
nomists are looking wpon the cnpitallst world in a
manner im which it can not be looked upon, that
k= aa & world which serves to supply the needs of
buman beings. This crikis too has its Basis in
‘scarcity"—scarcity, however, not of use articles
but of capital, and this scarcity must be overcome
if the depression is to be weathered. Profitability
mist boe reestnbliished on the basiz of eontinued
accamulation,  Since, however, profita de not fall
from heaven, but are the results of labor, thoy
ean be inerensed only by raisimg the expropriable
quantity of surplus labor which the workers, be-
cause of thelr social position, have to perform for
the capitalists. In other words: the raising of
capitalist purchasing power, which slone has any

nee, presupposes lowering the purchasing
power of the workers. Overcoming the dispropor-
tion between eapitalist purchasing power and the
need for sccumulation s bound up with Increasing
thy disproportion between production and conmamp-
tion. And as & matier of fact all countries, even
thoss engaged with experimentz In planned oco-
nomy, show that the purchasing power of  the
masses in relatlon to production is constantly stifl
sinking lowor. The statistles] material for the

(Continued on page 29)



“l JUST GOT INTO TOWN”

By
PAUL KOLINSKY

It's no easy life traveling about from place to place
looking for a job, hoping for a chance to settle
but expecting no more than a few day's rest from

down

the hardships of the road,

“MEster. can Yoo Hpire & dime for something
to ealt?” Mozt of us have at sometima or another
been accosted on the strect and appenled to for a
helping-band. Some people reapond by digging into
thelr pockets to help the unfortunate petitioner,
others just ignore him, and agill others will inform
tho first policoman they meet about the panhandler,
Whatover you do dons nok sslve the problem of the
homeleas indigent. Hiz problem 18 a problem of
socloty, and soclety does mot provide measures for
his habilitation,

FPrior to 1920 thore were zome half milllon people
on the road. (The country had s million pnd o half
unemployed workers) Those that wandered around
the country were called hoboes, tramps and baoms
by the publie. Im the opinios of the public these
boms would oot work éven I ﬂur were pald a
dollar gn bhour,

Of course thiz belied was erroncous for the
average transfent did werk, mest often at the
menial tazks that the loeal laborer refused, The
trangient worked on farms in the harvest time,
on comdruction jobe, and did any odd job affered
him. Bet he did refuse fo work at starvation
wages, priferring to fravel

His tendency to move on and look for something
better often got him ioto financial difficaliies in
strange places and he had fo resort to bhepging.
Zinee the puhblie only became awarg of hiz oxist-
enco when he was broke and asking for help im
hia need, it was assumed that he was alwarys beg-
ging and so the transient laborer became almost
universslly known as a bam.

With the economic bresk-down, the tranajenis
inereassd to sovoral milllems. Unemploved work-
ers of farm and imdustry, single and with families,
commenced to migrate in quest of employment.
Youth from the powveriy-siricken homes of the na-
tion wers foreed to go ouwt on the road. Many
freight trains earried twe to three handred viders
and the highwoys were foll of thomb-waggers.
Many wers killed in train mecidonts and along the
roads, otheors muaimed for life.

These superflucus homans traveled in all kinds
of weather; alvays on the move, in min or sun

Elgblsan

thine, or freczing cold. They slept in empty
heuser, Im boxears, in tineovered shocks aleng
river guliies, and on municipa]l dumping groonds
ad lived on relustantly given hand-outs. And so
they do teday, thoagh there are not guite so many
of them since the worst davs of the depression
paased,

The indigent wayfarer s conatantly harassed by
the authorities. The hobo jungle: are raided, the
hebo's food in the proceas of cocking on the Jungle
fire is often kicked over, and the poor wanderer
chased out of town without having bad a chance
10 eat and rest

In the soothern states arrested tramsients are
given chain-gang sontences of from 10 to B0 dayse
In this manner muanicipalittes and countiea got
cheap labor for rond amd strect work, Often they
are put to work on farms o work out the fines
that have been levied against thomm.

In 1836, necording to Laber, journal of the rnil-
rond Erotherhoods, 2300000 train riders wers ar-
rested. Civil authorities spparently hops to eli-
minate the movement of transients by prosscution
instend of by giving relief ao that the unemployed
can stay home,

Transient relief, soch as it is, allows a 24 to
dB-hour stop=over ip the Inrgoer citien. Many of
the smaller communities allew their temporary
guests the privilege of sleeping in the basements
of eoort houses amd in falls. Mewspapers apread
on the sonerete floors serve as beds, and the lodger
furnishes his own papors. Rellgious organizations
osually provide this relief—or 12 is supplied through
them. They sometimes give clothing also, but it 1=
of littls valee for the bost of that which k= glven
thess organizationa for disiribufion among the
needy, they sell in thelr stores.

For m short time the foderal government pro.
vided transignt relief, bat since 1986 the foderal
setop Bas been done away with. The practizsl
non-existence of rolkod forees the homeless to be
beggpors,

In the last bwo years the namber of traveling
indigents has diminished, due to business pick ap
amd the refusal of the poblic in sparsely seitled
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soctions of the coumbry ta feed the hungry. The
transients now exiat by begging on the streets and
private homes of the larger cities. Thosce that still
travel extensively are subjested to greater hard-
ship and hoetility than ever before,

The transient f& generally able to find work for
short perfods in the farming districts dering the
summer, Rarely does it bappen that he b able
Eo get one of the more stendy jobs amd %0 start
life anew. For beimg fundless he iz weually help-
fesz and whon he does get n chance at & steady
job it is at the most voplensant work and for the
lewest wages. Employers invariably take advantage
of the transiont workers.

The transients fortunate fmough to save a little
money from seasenal or oiker cnspal jobs, con-
grogate jn large eities during the slack times;
hers thoy are able to find cheap lodging and food.
Often the sleeping quarters he can afford are
vermin-infested and filthy and the food Is horrible.

In the western part of the United Statea the
seetion of a eity most frequented by transient work-
ora is known as the ““skil-rond.” The name s e
minizeent of the hy-gone days whon the syatem of
logging in the West required the building of
trowgh-like, log-lined roads along which logs were
palled to the “landing™ by donkey engines, Now
days n “akid-road' is found in every large oty of
the nation; here the less fortunate of soeiety can
live &t prices to suit thelr pocket-books. Employ-
ment ngencies offer information abont jobs at a
fer of from ton to twenty-five per cont of the first
month's enrnings, If the fob b out of town the ap-
plicant must pay tramsporiation or “beat 6"
Railroad companies hiveing wmen for track work
farnish free transportation and a few other em-
ployors who hire men throngh “skid-read” em-
ployment offices advance the fare which is then
taken ovt of the worker's wagos,
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Thoe jobs thus obtained are not peérmanent;
often the worker is discharged wftor n few days,
or the job is so unbearable that be is foreed to
quit om hiz own sccount, This, of course, iz good
businoess for the employment agest, or “shark,’” as
he is called by those who avall themselves of his
SErVices.

The road i hard traveling; most of the transients
mre striving ot all times to quit it To settle
down st n steady job and to sequire a permanont
nddress iz the oblective of nearly all migratery
workers, Some succeed for a time, and some are
phle to find new homes, but many fail Today we
still find great numbers wandering throegh the
eountry—vouth and old men, the helpless outeasts
of the machine-age tyrrany. There are the youngsi-
prd, Imexperienced in industrin] mass-production.
and the old men wha are ueable to keep up the
speid Tedalieed,

The problem of wconomic security for the masses
Fies in the hands of society, it is not an individoal
problem. The plea of “Mister, can you spare a
dime? will sontinue to be Board om the streets
untfl seclety does solve the problem. The homeless
wayfarer has po other course lefi tham that of
begging for a lving.

it s & social problemn but society ms a whalo
will do mothing for the “surplus popalation,” ex-
cept to supply it with a starvation existence in
sheltors, misslons or Jalls. To ome part of what
is loosely ealled society, the migrant [s economical-
Iy necessary. He does a large part of the occa-
glonal mnd scasonal work, He filters inbo every
crevies of the ecomomic structure from whence
comes m rumor of jobs to be had, nnd there swolls
the size of the reserve army of lnbor to sach pro-
partions that wages are not likely to be forced np
through accidental searcity of labor power, The
dominnpt part of society, the employing class, will
pot consent to the olimination of the transient
by supplying kim with an adequate living in his
kome town.

On the other hand, when the migratery worker
gonsclously takes & stamd with that part of soclety
to whish he belongs, the prodoctive and constroct-
bro working class, ke will put himself in a poaition
to raisg his wages and improve his working condi-
tions while he s on the job to sach an extent that
the days or months of enforced lebure are not
made bitter by the necessity to beg his bread.
When all the workers learn that shorter bours of
Isbor are a erying need, when they demand and
take ltq gharter work day, then there will be jobs
for al

8a, thouagh the transient presents a problem to
society, ita sclatlon lies In working class organiza-
B,



If this be Un=American
Make the most of it!

By ARTHUR HOPKINS

“Revalution? °

"Why, that's up-American, unpatriotic, and is
an fmporintion from Rossin® so oxclaim the 150
por cent true Americans,’”

“We are 3 demeceatle nation and all cur ssclal
change comes about through an evelutlonary pro-
ceas and through legislative means™

But oor “good" Amerlcan forgets the histery
of his country exeept, perhaps for o lHsle while
on the Fourth of Joly—Independencs Day—nani
then he fails to draw the right conclusions from
what he knows,

He praises, he honors, he lauds and eulopises
the berces of 1776, But what is the Independeonce
DayT Wha were those keroes whom he exhalts ao
extravogantly? Was not this great day the be-
ginning «f a Rovolotien? And were not the men
ho roveres revolntionists

The Declaration of Imdependence decreed that
it is the right of a people to “throw off such gov-
ernment whon a long train of sahuases . . . evinces
& design to reduce them (the people) undor sh-
selote despotiam,” The independence of tho Ameri-
ear eolonies from the mother country was accom-
pliaked through o revalotion, nat l-'h:'nu,gh pemce-
fol, legislative or evolutlonary methods.

Many of our patriotic citizens spenk alse of
thess “unwanted foreign elemonts,” that, they prie-
fesa to believe, threaten the very foundations of
our great and beloved clvilization.

When it {3 econvenient for them to do s, they
ean forget & lot. They forget, for instance, that
the one individual more responsible than sny other
for mrousing the American colonists to resistance
to the English oppressors was a foreigner—not
éven A nmaturalized American. An  "“grwanted
seditious Englishman," that's what Thomas Palne
WHS,

When he came to Ameriea he found the calonists
clamoring for reconcilintion; they did not dream
of independence. They were perfectly willing to
remain under the yoke of England provided only
that it was made & bit lighter, But Paine gave them
and the world his “Common Sense,” n pamphlet
which asroused the colomies to revolt. He cone

Tweniy

vinced them of the need of breaking awny from
the mother country, Mo argued for revelution.

Yos, this “dirty Nttle athicst,” 33 Theodors
Reosevelt mistakenly called him, was the man re-
sponaible mere than any other for the freving of
the Amerlcan colonion. Tt was this forelgner that
imstilled the spirit of solidarity snd inflamed the
eourage in the hearts of those fighting in the
American Revolution, When gloom settled apen
sll Be wrote “Tho Crisis”™ and shouted, “this &s
the time thot tries men's souls,” and oRcouTaged
them to keep on fighting.

Preach what you will, you canmot chamge hbs
tory. Your government, your coaniry, was foundoed
on revalution. Its spirit of political freedom was
inspired by revolution. And the spirit and the reali.
ty of economie freedom and security will be ine
#pired and foanded on revelution.

If non-revolutionary methods nee Bo necomplish
soclal change, why was the Civil war necessary in
America? Why was not “freedom™ for the Negro
legislated Inte the United States? The answer ja:
Because no individuals who benefit by a eocial
gystem will give wp their power, comfort, and
spolls without » struggle,

The cconomy under which we are now living
is based on profits for a few through the exploita-
tiom (robbery) of the many. The prime motive
of the few who make up the ruling ¢lsss is profits.
Human values, cooperation, mutual aid, eponomie
security count for mothing under the present set-
up. The aystem is based on the philosophy of
rugged individualism which has been turned into
& “ragged individunlism." Doy eat dog, is the way
of life under capitalisen.

In this order of things a certain class enjoys
the good things of life. It is & class that does mo
productive labor; it is the class that commands, that
rules, and invesis finances. 1t has no other fune-
thon of life other than living om the labor of the
great majority—the meek and humble workers

Now when the working class decides to refuse
ko run the industries for the bonefit of the om-
ploying class, and #aris to exproprinte tho fme-
taries, mills and mines, will that class that benefits
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by their present ownership give wp withoul &
struggle? Even i the improbable could happen—
that laws are passed to socialize the wealth of the
nation—the Morgans, DuPonts and their like would
mot give up without a straggle.

This is proven by the fact that they resist to
the utmest of their sirength when their workors
demand even such comprratively small cancessions
55 the abolitlon of ehild labor, the raising of wages,
and reduction of the hours of labor. If they will
slaughter their hundreds to break a strike for
higher wages, what will they net do in an attempt
to save their systomd

There I8 no semse in saying, “there will be a
struggle,” for it is already going on with the most
brutsl viciousness on the part of the employing
clats, The war i= alrendy on, and it is a ravolu-
ilonary war: the working class against the employ-
ing class. That it will develop even greater violence
jn the foture than it has in the past s Bot imn=
possible,

But ns thls gigantle stroggle between claasea

reaches & climax, the violenee to which the masiors
are over so ready resort may be actually reduced
insfead of incrensed. Bankers, stockholdoers, and =o
on dom't do thelr own fighting. They have to draw
their gun toters from the ranks of the working
clasa and ns the organized power of that class
grows, as the workers become more class conseious,
the physical power the rolers can master must
sver become smaller in proportion.

Those wha do the bidding of the present cco-
nomic masters will shoot ints erowds of unarmed
thousnnds but whon they are eonfronted with mil-
lions, when they know that back of owvery picket
line, largpe or smnll, is the organized might of the
nation's workers they won't shool—not often, any-
wAY-

The Tndusirinl Workera of the World s build-
ing an erganization of wage workers which, to
the pxtent it is succossful, will reduce the danger
of vislemce in future strogeles. Bot it fa & revelu-
tlon that is needed, the greatest of all the world's
rovolutions—the ond of class slavery, the estab-
Hskment of industrin]l democracy.

==

The Laundry Workers They Can Be Organized

(Continued from page B}

weok, the average was only $22 for a week of 55
hours or longer.

Mo wonder the bosiness flourbshes That 0t
does flourish ks shown by the report of the Con-
solidated Laundry Corporation (New York), In
1036 this corporation showed & net profit increasc
of $246,000 over the provioms year, Buob wages
wont down, net up, during this peried of business
improvement.

While there was an average incremse of B.2 por-
cont in women's wages over 1035, the wages of
the laundry workers dropped about 2 percent and
at the same time thers wos an aversge addition of
18 minutes s day to their working fime.

It is interesting to note that three directors of
this corporation, who were alse officers, received
salarles amounting to $71,000 in 1035 Eight
ather directors, wha were officers, roenived a iotal
of §135,000

Here s in other indusiries the lowest wages
are paid In the smaller plants, those owned by that
much lnuded American who s bent on giving &
practien] demomstration that there is room on top
for the mmbitious go-getter

New York had a minimum wage law which 2ot
the minimum wages for nundry workers at 12490
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for ‘a 40-hour weok, or 31 comts an hour. The
pld law has been repenled and a new one passed
pnder which a hoard §r to determin minimum
wonges on the basis of what a worker needs to
pxist on.  Maturally the worker in the indusiry
wha deoa not wse unfounded hope to excuss his
gwn fnactiom in the fight for improvement, will
pot oxpect any more from the mew law than he
got from the old

In the period in which the laundry slaves’ wages
wore falling, the cost of living was geing up. Re-
tail food prices rose 2 percent from December to
Junuary, rent rose 11 percent, and clothing rose
even more than these. It is no wender that the
laundry worker often has to apply for charity
oven while ke or she has a fall-time job.

Wages vary widely in this industry. A man who
worked 10 wears in one Imandry received 310 a
woek while apother dolmg the same kind of work
in snother laundry received $17 after only three
YEATE EXperienee,

Tha kours are invariably much too long, but for
sorme they nre positively fmhuman, The men- get
thg worst of it in this respect; &0 to 70 hours a
wesk are mot unusuosl  Bat the more humanc
hours for wonsen are nothing to Brag nbout, they
often are as Bigh as 50 and the average is 43
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{(The N. Y. State TLabor Dopt. found the heurs
for women to be 42.1.)

It 1a oot mecessary to wtate here what the livirg
conditions of these workers are like. Every worker
knows how hard it @8 to get along on what is
called a pood wnge and can flgure oot for himsalf
what m strain |t most be ko try to exlst on what
the lnundry slave gots,

An to working conditions, the surronndings the
slave has to put up with duaring the long hours he
is on the job, these must be experienced to be fully
nppreciated. Im this respect all Eaundries are bindd,
but some are worse and beyond description, The
fetid odor that comes from lawndry windows and
doors and momentarily strikes the passerby like
exhalations from seme mystertous fnferng doesn't
even suggeat the conditions that exist Inaide.

Here is what some of these workers have te FEy
about their wark:

"The vontilation is awfal. There's not even a
fan in the room. The walls apd ceilings sweat
terribly. It sctually reing dewn on us. 1 really
was healthy when I started but the damp and heat
break yom down, In twe yeara you're in preity
bad shape. T get colds all the time™

And another:

“Nobody's health is good in a lsundey, 1 had
i breakdown from the work. Inhaling the steam
keeps your throat dry and standing all day keeps
your feet swollen. Some women got so weak they
lese thoir grip in the Bands and their arme”

Ard another adds:

“What hope have the young, if this fs their
fatore? T have workod hore for 15 years. 1 was
making more sbx years ago than now. Gradeally
Wwe Werg col to 311 m week. 1 got lnid off Sator-
day. They gave me my pay and ssid, *Wo dom’t
want You anymeore. We have to have youRgper
helpi

The laundry bosses know and practice all the
Ericks common to omployers who have their workers
down whero they want them. Many of them prac-
tice the “docking’ system just as old John Farmer
does on his threshing crew (when he can got away
wit it). If there happens to be no work for ten
or filteen mimates, that time & deducted. If thers
is extra work, roquiring overtlme, it is often mot
paid for at all

When there is re-washing to be done, it {8 gsual-
Iy not paid for, and the girls are expected to do
the bosses' laundry after quitting time withaut
pay. In some places the boes forces the girls to
bring in their own wash and charges them the
regular rate. A girl reports on one place whers
“they rung the bell for lanch at & minutes nfter 12
and then rung it again at § minutes to 1, ehiselling
us out of 10 minutes, And if I come in & minots
late, I ap docked a while hour, but if they make
me wark an hour overtime, I don't get paid for
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it. Wo work #0 fast that we haven't go! time to
count the pleces, so sometimes the boss slips things
in om us'

These atants will sound famillar to the workers
in many other industries.

The only way in which the laandry workers can
establish better conditions for thomaslves is to or-
ganize, Leglslation is absolotely mo good, Tt 6s
& slgm of the most slavish weakness for these work-
ers o look for improvement from laws that the
well-Tfod legislators see fit to pass and which the
inspectors disregmed I they provide for anvihing
more than the bosses are willing to give. Whnt
the workers must do is to tmke the laondry boases
to a thorough cleaning with the help of » good
aniom.

Thore are plenty of things that help make or-
ganization diffleult in this industry. In many
places the bosses play one race against another
and in this way keop down any tendency on the
part of the workors to get topether, Forelpners
and natives, Negroes and whites, old bands and
new omea are skillfully pitted against ench othor
by boases who know that bigger profits depend on
their keeping the workers suspicious of one an-
other and disorganized.

Hesides this and sthor sonslderations, it {a al-
waya moat difficult to organize workers Im an in-
dustry where tho wages are extremely low and the
hours long. Low paid workers alwavs are more
in foar of loaing a job tham thess that are Better
paid; and the long bours of hard work lesaens the
tendeney toward and the desire for sscial contact
with fellow workers after working hoors, When
their day's slavery is dome, they want to rest

Nevertheless it i possible to organize lnundry
workers. Recent months bave witnessed many
sirtkes in the industry, most of them spontanecus
and unorganized. There &5 a splendid fleld here
for the I W. W. membor to do something for his
canse if ke is familisr with the industry and has
contacts with workers In it

MOTE: (uotstbons and mech of ibe maveria] taken fecs
“Consider the Lamsdry Workera"
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“THE AGE OF INNOCENCE”

A SHORT STORY
By
WALTER PFEFFER

0ld Jobn Farmer looked over the voungeters
who had come out to pick his strawberriea and
gave them his ususl sermon sbout picking them
clenn, and filling the bexes wp so they would be
full after they settled a bit, and admoniskod them
not o tramp on the planta.

He wan giad to see so many boys there o
eonvert his strawberry field into hard cash for
him—Iittle fellows who woalda't want to stand
up every fow minutes to get the kink out of thoir
backs, fingers nimble, and all of them poverty
strickon enough to be spurred to the limit by the
affor of twe ceits a guart. He bhad just ome
worry, that some of them might be up to such old
tricks as pushing up the bottoms on their boxes,
or paiting leaves and what-not in the boitom be-
fors they coversd them with berrfes, It moant
that ke Bad ba look over avery box to make sure
that they weren't playing such tricks. He reenlled
ong young scamp who had got hold of extrn basket
bottoms and stuck them |n so that even he was
fooled when he inspected the berrics. This time
he declded that he was going te fix things so that
he wouldn't have to worry abowt such matbers.
It was just & guestion of pleking the right boy.

Owver there in the third row was a likely cnough
looking lad, He was just about as big as any
of them, was further along than any of the rest,
and wns busy putting the berrles inte his baskets
instead of into his mouth, Bealdes that he waan't
chatlering away with the rest ke a magpie, . .
Jobn ealled to him:

"Hey, you there, come here and give me a
band with thess crafes!” The boy was so husy
that he had to add “and I'l pay wem for your
time."

They set to work getting the crates ready for
the berries

“Thesy young scamps nre mostly a akiftbess,
ormery lot'"™ opined John Farmer, "but you strike
me us ® bright sort of lad What's your name?™

“Matt Waters”, sald the boy,

“I think I cught to make & sort of foreman out
of you, I ean’t be around watching these boya all
the time. How would that strike you?"

“That sure would be fine,” gushed Matt as he
etick his chest out

Auigmit, 1837

The consequences of industrial espionage are

the same among boys in a berry field as among
men and women in a factory,

“Well then I'll toll ywou what you have ta watch
out for™  And Jobn Farmer went on to reconnt
hit many troubles—dirty berries, and dirty little
erocks trying to cheat him, and him paring two
cents & quart just for picking, when picking ber-
riea was really fun and not weork at all He
grew eo indlgnant that he explained aboat the
trash that some scamps hnd put in the bottoms of
their baskets, and how ho had to be everlastingly
on the lookowt, and about that trick of the phoney
extra boitom in the boxes.

Even Matt was moved to Indignation by the
thought of such cutrages, and in his new yols
of foreman assored John that he would chase mEY
kid clean oot of the field that played such o
trick.

“Oh, no, don't do that,” captioned John, I
don't want you to chase any of them away, I
want them to stay and pick berrles.'”

"Well what are you going to do about #?T"

“We'll fine them. Yes, any boy thats canght
trying any trick like that ought to be fined five
cenis, for fiest offense, and & dime for the secomnd
one, and not pald for the berries he brings in when
he's caught. Mow I don’t want to losk over all
those berries, W takes ftoo much Hme. Besides
that it messes thom ap. I want to know where
to loock to eateh the erocks. 8o dom't you tell
anybody about you being a foreman, but you find
out who's doing tricks like that, and when they
bring their berries in, you, well, just stand up and
Pfife your hat off, amd I'll know o look the ber-
riee over.

It did'nt sound so dignified as being foreman,
and Matt was & bit reluctant about it, but when
John Parmer added “and 1'l give wou hkall of
what T fine them," Matt agreed,

John gave him a dime with tho remark: “Yau
couldn’t plek five quarts of berries that guick.”

Matt was a fast pleker, and with the prospects
of earning something extra it wasn't so long be-
fore he had his row caught up with the others,

“What d4id 0ld Sourpuss give you for helping
him?" they wanted to know, “Gosh, you're lucky.
'l bot 1 won"t earn fifty conts all day.”

“You will if you stek down to busineas™ ad-

(Comtinzed on page 82) =



FRANK LITTLE
Lynched at Butte, Montana,
August 1, 1917

Shortly after the disastrous fire of June 5, 1917,
in the Speculator mine at Butte in which two hun-
dred miners wore burned ko death, a bitter strike
for higher safety stondords spobtaneously broke
oat,

The strike lnsted five months and inded when
the miners were forced through starvatlon to re-
turn fo wark,

Frank Little, L W.W. arganizer and ever roady
te go where his great ability was most needed.
arrived in Butte fn the lutter part of July, He
was 20 succeseful jn his work of organizing the
strike that he was soom marked by the wigilante
thugs ns a man to be eliminated.

On the night of July 21 he hobbled with the
aid of his cruteh (be was a eripple) to his room
in the cheap lodging house where he wis staying
and retived. “Some time during the night a gang of
8ix mon came and took him out, trussed hiz hands
behind his back, tied him to the rear of their ear
and dreve off fnto the night dragging him, clad
anly in his underweoar,

“What happened after that fs not very well

Twemiy-lour

TWENTY YEARS
AGO

We'll remember you, Frank Little!

The papers said: “So far as known,

He made no outery.”

No, not you! Half Indian, half whiteman,
All I. w. W,

You'd have died a thousand deaths
Before you'd have cried aloud

Or whimpered once to let them

Enjoy your pain.

known, ¢xcept that he was horribly beaton. Noxt
morning he was found hanging from a bridge;
pinned ta his underclothing was a note bearing
the inseription, *Others take notice! First and Jast
warning! 3-7-77," and underneath the figures were
the initials, LeD=0-5-5-W. Other organizers in
Butte later received copics of this cabalistic warn-
ing with orders to leave the ciby, which thoy did
nat do.

“For days after Little's murder, Butte was in a
high state of tension. A move on the part of oither
the militia men, who wore awarming the strects
with the company gunmen, or on the mart of the
strikers, and a massacre might have taken Mlase
that would have had no equal in any part of
hizstory. ™

The murderers of Frank Little were never
brought to justice, and the Copper Kings still rule
in Butte.

But sarely there will be a day of reckoning: the
LW.W. never forgets,

*F Fromn “The Blssd Siadned Trail ™
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Wa're sawingin' our shanks out of a side-door
pallman on the old M. C,, watehin' Michigan roll
by, when the ratiler begins Jerkin' like it was
tnkin' down sadden with a healthy eaze of the Iy
T.'a an" the next thing we know a sign iz In-
formin' us that we're viewin® the thrivin' back-
waodds metropolisa of Wasepl, The shacks on thia
branch haven't boen botherin® us, so we keep on
sittin', swingin' our legs Ivizurely an’ watchin' our
makin's go up in smoke, when the original, one-an’-
only John Farmer comes stalkin® avound the corner
of the depoi an® ankles up to our car

“Lookin' fer work, bowya?™ he asks, with a coax
im his woice,

“Depends on the work, boss" Whitey answers.
"What you got to offer?”

“Farm work!” John beams His whols face
looks like he's just inherited a milllon bucks, an'
he's goin® to split it with us eut of the kindness of
hiz heart. We can see that he just can't concelve
of anyone turnin' down a nice job of farm work.

“What's the truck? I want to know, T can't
spe farmers in these parts talin® on four gencral
hands,

HE kT

I'm patient. *What kind of farm work, I mean?"”

“Oh' zays John, "Some colery, some beets,
mostly onfons, Two dolinrz for a ten-hour day. Ho
chores, either.' Bueh generosity makes us stare ab
ench other.

“Found go with it17" Clyde wants to know.

"Maopa," Mister Whiskers confesses, “you board
an' room yoursolves. The Farmors Associntion hires
you an' sends you around te whoever needs vou.
Truek takes you out from town at §:30, brings you
back at noon, takes wyou out at 1:00, an' brings
you hask at 6:00 p, m."

“That's ten hours thirty minuotes” Walt com-
ments,

“Waell," says our pal, “you can’t expect pay

Angust, 1837

Scissorhbill

Strategy

The Wandering Wob

for the time wou're travelin'." The rattler whistles
an” bogins to snort an' we see that it's either take
it or lemve it, so we look at each other an® then
all h-u]: off togethor.

“0. K., John,” says Clyde, “voun win. Load the
way.”

B:p pnext morning we know n gpooed deal more
about the seft-up. The local hicks have decidod
to settle the labor question in & thorough an' ef-
ficient manner indecd. They've formed a Farmers'
Amociation which seox to gottin’ 'em o good an'
gufficlent namber of slaves. The Association sets
a standard wage of twe smackers n day for the
whaole district an® then sends the stiffs oot to work
whoerever they're needed, ‘They figure stoady
work givin' a wage of twelve a week will keep
the workin® mules happy an® contented, cut labor
turnover, an', above all, discourage any of them
horrible Inbor troubles which they'se heard of in
other districts. Just as an extra incentive to stay
on the job they sign you uwp with a contract which
holds aat & quarier a day of your wages, to be
pa.id in a !L'unp it the énd of the zemson, An® of
you don't stay the season, why, then, you just
forfeit the quarter a d.u._'r. Thiz fsn’t muech of a
bother to thg loeal boys whoe haven't ever boen
farther away from home than Kalamazea, but for
the "bos they pick off the freights like they did
us, the guys with the itchin' feef, the arrangement
iz deowmright irksome, All of this we learn from
the boys from ouotside, who've fixed wp & nice
little jungle down by the tracks in order to slice
that famous high cost of livim'.

A truck takes us out ecarly in the mornin’, just
like Jolin Farmer, whose name is Cal Krommery,
salid it would. We're workin® in onions today, we
find. New the workin' past of this job bhad been
the least of my worries. Ever sinee I dug spads
all one fall up in the Red River Valley I've figured
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that there wish's a jﬂ:- an Godh good groen oarth
tough enough to feaze me,

S0 now I'm surprised to find I've been wrong
ail this while. There @ a job tough emough, an’
that job iz cnlons, By the time I've waddled the
tepgth of one of them mile-long rows with the sun
Bestin® down on the back of my neck unmtil I felt
li%e ome big Blster, an° the wet mizck, also hot
from the sun, stexrmin me from the under side, an'
my legs wob from the koees down from crawlin'
through the muwek, I know that I've mot my match,
especially when the skin comes off my hands from
tearin' out the weeds.

The ouifit dein' the work is one of the screwiest
bunches 1%e ever run scroas, Age ranges al]l the
way from eight to oighty, an' both male and fe-
nale alaves are represented, Most of the stiffs are
locals, but about mn eighth or tonth are 'boa like
tus. The homeguards are o]l kappy, meny of ‘em
singin' ms they work, even though plemty of motes
go soor as the aftermoon wears om. An® owver the
whkole geng iz n particularly pasty mugpg whoss
bandle iz Mistor Simpson. Brior Slmpson®s job ia
w0 go arcund an’ seo that none of uws waste any of
the Associntion’s valuablp fimw, an' bis favorite
sport seema fBo b threatenin' to doek the pay of
the kida of twelve an’ under bocause he don’t think
they*re workin® hard omcogh. He ataris to  say
eomathin' aboui my speod fo me omee, biat I jast
look at him an* he shuta up, 80 I know that I've
gut his sumber for when the Etme comios

Mot everyone, I find, geis two a day., That's
only for “sdolt males” Everyone else’s pay is
graduated, dewn to foar bits a day for the youngest
kide. An' yei, when I mentlon hew lousy things
are b0 the goy next to me, the seimaarhill opens his
faeq in a buckitoosth grin an’ says yes, but nin%t
we hoky to have joba?

When Whitey an' Walt an® Clyde an® I compare
notes that night, we'ro all agreed that it"s Hme
somethin' was done to wake up this rural open-
shop paradise, an' that we're the boys to do it
Wa aspecially agrec when we find &ores are startin®
on oar knees from thg frictiom a=n' hent an® wet
mock. Our arms pte & mass of ugly red wells an'
blotches, ns our faces are fast geitin' fto be. One
of the boys explaing that this Is methin' anusaal.

“It's tha poison sumech,” he telis ws, “This was
all swamp 2 couple of yenra back, an’ oven now lots
of polson sumach sprowts come mp. You pall "em
mlopg with the rest of the weeds That Infects
your bands. Then you rub your face, an' thore
you are. Mot really very much you ean do about it

Anyhow, we drifc from fire to fire around the
Jangle, poitin' & bog In the fellowas' ears that
maybe a litle dose of the gospel as lald down by
the Preamble wonld give us a stake for the wintes,
They eat 1t ap; an® before we tarn In we've peddiod
everything we've goi, down o the laat copy of the
Industrial Worker, an" we've writien out cards for
practically everybody. Tomorrow, we docide, we'll
start an organization drive among the homagaanda
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that will put the One Big Union on the map in
Wasepd.

Evarything goes fine "til noom, &t which time,
while we're waitin® for the trocks after lumch,
Whitey s goin® &b it hot an® hesvy whon & =ane-
timonbons-lookin® sour-puss kops op an’ allows that
ke's hoard about coough of thess un-American
doctrines of high wages, an eight-hour day, an'
no more child Inbor, an” that sveryone knows that
the I. W, W. i3 an out-nn-out emcmy of God, the
family, Henry Ford, an® the gold standard, Forther-
more, wo'rs “com-MUN-ista", an® are these honest,
law-abidin® citizens of the State of Michigan an’
tho town of Wasep goin® to listen ta our subveraive
whlbyun-‘m:p-ﬂl.'ll-tt any longer?

The way ke puls §t s s0 out-and-out =illy that
wo zan't help lavghing, an' we can see thak the
scissorbills mre dowserlgh: Impresmed by Whitey's
answer to him, 3o we figure evorything is still fine
until we learn that seur-puss is the Fair-haired son
of the local bamker, an® the nephew of the leadin'
shy-pllot of the community. Pa an® Unele make him
work aummars for the good of his soul, but ordinnri,
Iy he's m college man, Workin® in the marshes is
only & meat exhibition of the innate depravity of
the lower clames for his benefit. Everyone, 0t
seims, ks senred #81ff of him because, not only is
he & college man in the winter, but ho s also able,
by good or bad reporis to papa or unele, to stop
eredit or condemn to hell anyone foolish enough
to croes Bfns,

Well, the eollege part was all right, because
Walt has served time there t06, an” he told the
fellow off in hklas own lanpusge, but we didn't
know what to do about his Inflaenee. Thoe way
thimgs were, it leoked like ke was goin® to kill our
drive in short order, because he sworg he'd tell
the bosz on us, an' with the agitators out of the
way, we knew that the homeguards would sit
buck ngain.

There bein' aothin® elss to do, we shut sour-puss
up for the time bein' by informin® him that we'd
break hiz Hly-white neck if he so much ax looked
at the boas, but we kmow that wouldn't hold him
any longer than we could keep mn eye om him.
We had to think, an” think fast #f wa wore Fonnm
make Wasepi safe for indusirial democracy.

It kit me juak as the trucks came in, an' it was
a beant, 1 ducked back an® high-tailed it straight
for dear old Joe Krummery, Hizs feet were holdin®
down & desk in the warchouse office in his ¢fficial
capacity of director of the Farmoers Associntion.
I erossed my fingers an® trotted aeross the thres-
held with my hat in my hand, the very pleture
af what the obedient and loyal slave shopld ook
ke,

“What'll it be for you, Sherman?" Hrummery
wants to know, wavin' his corncob pipe at me In
what's probably meant to be an airy gesturs of

"WHIJI. Mister Krommery,” I Eur,gh, leokin' e~
barassed as I can, “I didn't want to miss an after-
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noon's work, an’ I sorg of hate to do m thing ke
this, bot . ., well, I foond semethin'® out this
maornieg | theught you shoold knew.” Old Whisk-
ers brings his feet dowr off the desk with a clump,

“Whnat i it, Sherman?™ [ can see that be nlready
suspects what it i

“1 hate to bear tales, Mister Krummery , ., "

"Of course you do, Shorman, but it's your duty
to Eell me anything of importance to the Farmers'
Associntion, Yoo must be loynl . . . and if the in.
Tormation f= waluable, it might even be possible
Lo arrange for somc alight menctary remuneration
for you,” The flow of It was too smooth ap® 1
knew he'd been memorizin' Chamber of Commeres
pamphlets, but that didn't bother me,

“Well, Mister Krummery, it's about Art Havens,”
I finally break down, givin® sour-pEss’s name.
“He's an awful niee fellow, an® all, but bein' away
to college, I guess he's picked up some . . . idean.”
The way John Farmer jumped when I said “ideas,”
youd have thought I'd rum & needle in half an inch
where it'd do the most oo,

"IdensT™ he gpulped. | burst oot with o sodden
rash of confidences,

“Yer, He's turned . ., com-MUNist. He's tollin®
the mem they ought to form & union an' steike,
an’ do nll kirds of things. I thought you ought to
know.” John Farmer an' the Executive in Krom-
mery were havin® a fight, an’ finally the Exeecntivo
won, =0, [estead of cussin', Be got rénl calm an'
said to me:

“Hew terriblel Sherman, I shall séo that vou're
well rewneded for this. Have any of the othes
workerd  beef==er—eontaminated with the vidus
of revelution?®

“'Fraid so, Mister Krummery. Jack Onkley,
Harvey Boyer, Al Randsll . . " T roeled off the
mames of about n dozen of the homeguards wheo
were hardest to bring to our way of thinkin'.

“I'll ae that they're fired immediately, Sherman,
Immedintely 1™

“If wou'll excuse mie, Mister Krommery, I
woulds't do that." "'What do you menn, Sherman?

“Well, Mister Krummery,” I oxplain, getting
vory oily, “I've seen that done on lots of jobs, but
it never did amy good. It just mado the men angry.
Evon brought on strikes because the men thanght
it proved all the mesn things the agitators said
about the eompanies.”

“Yes, I see your point. Bot what cam I do? I
can't leave those men working with oor loyal
workers."

dast let them work, Mister Krummery, snly
tell Mister Zimpson, the gang bess, to bear down
on them. If you make them wark hard cnough,
they'll quit in a day or so an® you won't hava to
worry about their bein® able to make trouble.”
The sun was risin' all over KErommery's face.

“You're right, Sherman,” he cosed. “That'll do
it! Yes, indeed. Thank you, Sherman.” My work
wns dome, so I troited out of the office.

August, 187

Walt teok my tip an® went to work to persunde
Art Havens to stay with us, “Just o couple of
days,” Walt explained to Art. “After nll, Iife is
& great school. You'll never get another opportun-
ity like thie to study the paychology of the migra-
bory worker. A& gocial misfit, ture; but very worth-
while to onderstand. Many of our most eminent
scholura have dome §t—Flint, Parker, London,
Minnehan, and Williams, to mentlon only a fow.”
And, as young Havens hesitated.—“Anyhow, you
owe It to them to give them the benefit of e
superior training, to show them the errors in (heir
reasoning, amd, in turn, to hear thoir arFanients
before your répori them.™

That settled it for our budding plutocrat. He
trotted home with Walt in tow ns our private pre-
cauthon to seo that he didn't change his mind—
an’ told his folks he was goin' in for the big so-.
clological exporiment,

I did have to band Ik to Simpson, He sure know
kow to ride a person. I'd have busted him one in
the nose within an hour If he'd pleked on mo
the way he did on Havens an' the dozen others
I'd told Krummery about. Boin® well-trained Hlarres,
though, they took it an’ kopt their traps shit. But
by nightfall they were sure n ot friendlier to the
Ore Blg Unbon ides.

By the evenin' of the second day after that
we wers worrbed, thaugh, We knew that we couldn's
keep Havems much longer: our arguments juost
didn’t seem to be dentin’ bis surface. We saw that
he still hnd enough inflames over the Eomeguards
to make things fall pretty flat, Thon, abone & T M
while Whitey an' I were sittin® guard by him te
make sure he didn't wander off, ho looks uwp at
fme all of & sadden an® says:

“Bherm, write me oot a card." [ nearly fell off
the log I was sittln’ on. “Write me out n eard?*
Why, it was just Hke a stroke of lightnin’ out of
n clear sky. An® you can bet | didnt waste any
time gettin® ont the riggin’

"What's the iden, Art?™ I asked him, friendiy-
like, after I"d handed over the book.

“Tdea?™ he grits, “idea? What'd'von think? Yeu
we just rammed some semse Into this thick Bead
of mine, While I"ve beon sitting in clazses listen-
g to pot-bellled professors whe mover did m day’s
work tell about the [nnate deprawity of the werk-
ing class, you fellows have been out on the jakb,
listening to real, live bosses tell you to get the
kell going, and to pull the rag out, and to get off
the job if you couldn't earn your pay. You've besn
getting two dollars or less a day for working till
¥ou couldn't see stralght. Well, T see straight now,
and I'm with you. Let's tle this place up so tight
that thoy cant weod an onion or pull a stalk of
celery."”

Zfunny,” Walt says, “I got the same idea ¥ou
Just got & few years hack”

It was clear mailin’ after that. With Art on our
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gide, aided umeonseions-like by Simpson an® his
nasty tongue, we lingd up the whole section of the
Wazepi Farmers Associmtion, It took just twa daye
of sirike to make those whiskered sonz-of-puns
come acrcss. You shoold've seen their eves bulpe
when they saw Art Havenz an the committes, Hia
dad nearly had kittens right on the spat. An' yvou
conld've hung your hat on those farmers’ oves

We pave 'em nice easy terms, Eight hearz a day
{rom tewn fe town. Fifty cents an bour. All your
may whenever you wanied it. Equal pay for every-
body. No kid laboer under sixteon. An' all labor

earryin' red cards. A ninety per eomt vole to re-
move mny gang bosg, Oh, it was semethin' to make
your apen-shop boys turn green with enavy,

Mow thot things were goln', though, Clyde an-
Whitey an' Walt an” T couldn®t e ourselves stuck
in Wazepl, You knmaw, [tehin' fect 2o, havin'
nothin® better to do, we decided to head north for
the Upper Peninsula an' the lumber country. Wa
niughi an M. C. rattler out of w".:u-pi. the anly
town I know of whore n good Wobbly played
seipsarbill an' xt-nl:l]-p'igﬂuﬂ for the good of the
I W. W.

* * X%

A Letter from Apeland

By Card No. X141738

Thiz werk is affectionately dedicated to those untiring rebels in the
American labor movement whose sense of humor has made it possible for
them to endure the evil scissorbilism of our present scissorbilistic age.

I have had the stranzest gxpericnes of BNy con-
tributor fo the One Big Union Monthiy. T have
recently rotarned from an exbonsive journey across
the sea of Imagination. .

On this voyage [ chanced wpon the land of
Apata and there eocountered the Ap{'vill.i:lna whose
conduwet and bebavoir [ wish {o deseribe for the
benefit of students of sociology and economies

The elty of Apeville iz loented by the river
Mawillft in the nporthwestern part of the land,
Thiz river flows somo hundred miles below Ape-
ville into the Pigaifie Ocenn, At the mouth of the
river 13 ancthor city, o little smaller than Ape-
ville but popnlated by the same kind of curiouns
cremtures. However, it Is mainly the Apevillians
that 1 shall denl with here although Apeville =
only ene of many eltics in a enst country the exact
size of which I did not learn,

The Apovillisns resemble our own race im a
great many respects, But they also have mach in
common with apes as the name of thiz ecily may
aftendy have suggested to the resder. The average
hefight of an Apevillian male i8 six feet: weight
176 pounds; span of life B2 years

Duaring my short stay in Apeville I learned from
Apevillians veraed in the history aof thelr racs
that at one time all their progenitors had tails
varying in length from almest nothing to as much
as six feet but that now only a few possessed
talls and that these few remalning ones concenled
them wunder clathing of about the same design
and manufacture as our own. It was explained to
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me by an Apevillian scientist in terms indlcating
profoand scientific learning that seme five or ten
thousand years ago their forebears had quit wag-
ging their tails o a sipn of joy and had inatead
started the hobit of putting the tails betwoen the
lega as a sign of humility and resipnation and
that im this manner the tail had gradually come
into disuse and by evolutiomary process had been
eliminnted,

I did notiee, however, that on oceasions of groat
merriment, and at publie entertainments, the main
performance of the females especially, was that
of wagging the butteeks to which their ancestors
at one Hme hpd had tails attached.

The provines In which Apeville fs situated is
governed !:q." & huge man-ape h}' the name of
Tiwtin Nirtam. At the time of my visit this man-
ape was olrendy way past the avernge age limit
of his roce and wns suffering from non ingrown
tail, that is, his short tail bad curved wpward and
grown inte his body causing him grest pain at
times. Whenever this man-npe had o spell of poin
in the lower regions he would give wny to the
medat primitive and bage emotions, He would ratfle
zabers and swords and weould threaten his subjecta
in manners most disconeerting.

He would acense seme of his subjectz of being
“reds,” which in the language of Nirtam meant
that they were bad indeed. He would forbid his
fellow Apemen the right to erganize except in
slogging committecs commanded by himself, He
would order such slugging committees ko swoop

ONE BIG UNION MONTHLY



down of Apevillinns, whe In deflance of his orders
had organized into unfons. He was a dangerous
man whenover his ingrown inll eauaed bim pain
0T Warry.

MNow most Apevillians are a law-abiding pooplo
—in fact tos much so for their own good as we
shall scon learn: The baise principles of their lnws
were formulated by one of thelr forebears by the
name of Moscs Mescsson a few thousand years
Bgo. Mo one seemed to know for cortain how long
age it was; bot most Apevilllans were satiafied
that it was far enough back In time ta mnke the
fnws macred, which wns consldered the importank
thing, It was snid of Moses Mozesson that ke eon-
eeived hin Inws at & time when he was old snd
eenfle and when his whiskers reached the ground.
This last fact made his laws binding on nll forth-
coming genceations, said the Apevillians, on the
ground that at this time the oldest lawyer was
always considersd the best and that an Apo's age,
as well e his wisdom, wns determined by the length
af his whiskers. A smooth shaven Apevillinn youth
spsured me that me one in the history of hia race
bad ever beom able to equal the fllostrions wikskers
of Moses Mosesson,

The Apevillians have & law forbidding cortain
kinds of co-oporstion. For example: Tt was com-
sidered 8 eriminal offense to cosperate to the end
of raising the living standards of the working Ape-
villinne. This tnw wak ealled the “eriminal sense
law."” Thousands had beon executed, so T was told,
becnuse unknowingly they had violated this statote.

The first doy of my visit to Apeville, T saw
nf Apevillian hang by his tocs for having offered
biz ald to a kinsman in dire need, T was naturally
shocked by this event, and I insisted that his
sentonce be at least reduced to something less
sovere, But a law enforcement officer oxplained
te me very solemnly that this was really the only
woy to malntain continued harmony among their
race.

He expliined forther that ponishment was moted
out very democratically to all offendors, The victim
aver whose fate T had been so “ondaly arounsed,"
said he wans offored the choice of hanging by his
thumbs or bis toes until dead, but had declined to
vote for either methed, wherefore a bigh tribunal
of Apemen judges bad decided on the latter. “The
fact that the victim fabled to choose neither thuemb
mor toee hanging,'” argued my informant, “proves
conclusively that Be f& opposed to our democratic
institution, doea not believe in politieal netion, In
shert, ls a red. For this reason,” he eontinged, “a
special court is new in sossion deliberating on what
method to omploy in the destruction of all tne
vietim's relatives and friends."™

The reader can readlly imagine the agony of
my heart when I learned of these horrible nets of
the Apemen which they evidently planned and ex-
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ceuted with perfect ealm and placidness, [ feared
that I might unknowingly commit some untoward
act for which camse 1 would be dispntehed to &
world of eternal silence before having had timo
te communicats my obrervations to the readers of
this journal,

On the night of my first day In Apeville while
my hoart was stil]l beavy from the horrors. [ had
witnesaod, I wandered almlesaly about the streets,
looking inte Apemen faces in hopea of finding
some sympathotic soul to whom 1 eould conflde
my grief. My stops led me to the river’s hank
where I saw a dog of considerable size being played
with by a kalf a doren Apemen children.

I eould sec from the oatact that the youngaters
belonged to the working class for they were poorly
elnd and showed befinite signs of undernoworish-
ment. The dog wes heavily furred, moved about
with great enution, and showed intense interest
in the poor children, who romped about him.

Beeing me ndvance foward him, he flxed his
philosophical eves on me questions-like, vet with
invitation. I eould mot resist stroking his heavy
fur; while doing =0 I exelabmed half aloud, =1
sometimos wish 1 were a dog.”” “Yeou mro not the
only one.’ replied the dog. T was startled beyond
description to learn thnt this dog spoke very gosd
English.

When I had sufficiently rocoversd from iy
surpriss T directed s fow questions to the deg,
whese name I learned was Muash.

"Where did you learn English?™ I fnquired.
"An American sailor,” =aid the dog, “taught me
English, and many other sabjects, In Toturn for
which [ gave him information about this country
and the peaple living here. The sallor got so dis-
gusted with the odions apes who yom this tawn
that he committed subeide five years agoe,” con-
tinued tho dog. And ho added, “You are the only
man I've seen here sineo ke returncd o the ele-
ments of his origin,®

“I have," anid I, “suspected these people of be-
ing mmn-apes, or in other words something in be-
tween npes and mon. I thought st first thay 1 had
found the “missing link™ In the evelution of the
species, of which n noted sclontist of my rnee onee
#poke. But 1 hear yoa refer to them as Apes?”

“Yes," said Mush, “and Apea they aro, and of
s most stupdd and obdurate kind, if I may say.
Look,"” he said, polnting with his right front paw
to the group of Apeville youngsters who were
now preparing to depart, “these young lives would
not ke hers today had I not Brought them fosd
and drink. Thelr pregenitors wore killed because
they failed to pray for rain when ordered by our
mayor. "

"Ye gods!™ sald I, “who Is this monster apo
who thus misuses the pwer £ his station?™ At these
waords the dog showed aigns of groat discomfors
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It waa palpably abvious that it prined him to reply
te my question. After a short panse, daring which
time bhe evidenily labored to calm his omoticms,
he eleared his throat with s doggish bark, then
with his former equanimity regained, spoke to
me as follows:

“Alas my friend, the monster’s name iz Rasnne
Phejos; be is my master and my benefactor, It ia
from him I steal food fo feed the starving young-
stera. Today I left bim with the explanstion that
I wan to visit the bamker's bitch who is giving a
party for wealthy canines. Accordingly, he ordered
ke servants to provide me with a bosket filled with
relishes with which to seek hor favors. 1 brought
the basket here instead so that the litthe Apestors
wonld not want My master, Phejes, was elested
to his offico through the financlal support of the
bankor. He now repays him by passing ordinances
in his favor and bestowing gifts upem his silly
female. Phejos gained the admiration of the rich
when, as a member of the Hysterical Legion, ke
led many violent attacks om the toflers of this
burg. He alse kaz sccomulsted guite a fortume
a3 & cheat poker player for which reason the rich
Apevillians regard him a8 n bosiness gonius well
trained for the tnsk of Rla present office. He has,
in conjuncthon with the governor of this provioce,
framed & law whith provides that all fomabe work-
ers in the land of Apatm are required under
ponglty of death to marry and give hirth to at
lenst three sets of twins, The object of this law
is to raise living material for a lacge army, which
is billed to be destroyed in m war already agreed
upon. The rulers of this natien fear that they
ma¥ not have =oldiers cl!m-ug‘h to kill, honee the
law providing for larger families. While argu.
ments on thiz bill wers heard in our senate, one of
the senatora of a liberal tendency dored suggest
that the lnw could mot by onforced for Blologie
reasons becamse the mpe femnles were by nature
unfparous, The aenator In guestion was boood
down by the whole nation and his nrgument dis-
missed a3 being “vislonary and impractical.” I
gtarted to write a poem once abowt my mastor
when [ was in company with the sailor whe 1 told
you committed suvicide some years aga. It went
like this:

Oh, Rasnae Phojos, what
fool thon wril

What manmer of clay does
keep thine ecars apart?

How could you live ss long,
yet kmow so [htle?

Your mental wacuum @s
indeed a riddle.

My friend; Yoo may secretly think me a littls
short of principle for nccepting the hospitality of
this MONSTER as you call him; but I ask wou,
what i3 & poor dog geing to do in this land af
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Apes?™ Without waiting for my reply, he said,
“If I den't take it somebody oo sarely will;
so it may as well be my meal tickor”

I awoke early the morning of my second day
in Apeville hoving slept bat littde during the night
Mo need herp to explain the renson for my in-
somnin &8 it must be obvious to the reader. 1 re-
turned to the ity and found it rustling with the
most wseless of sctivithes. Uscless ia bardly the
word—the Apevillians were destructuve. 1 saw
several crews ongaged I constructing boats of
varbons slzes and dimensions. 14 was all coniract
wark, and the Apes wonld work as though possessed
by evil spirita. The boats had to be finished at n
certmin  date, the comtractor explained; or he
would lose money on the deal. 1 learred that & Aom-
ber of completed boats had been taken down the
river onrly In the moerning fto be sunk In the
Plgsalfic ocean.

I dared suggeat that this was certainly n stupld
thing to de after Apes had worked so hard to
make them seaworthy, One of the kle Apes, stand.
ing by and watching the work like myself, intro-
diuced himself ms an expert economist and pro-
ceded to ahow me by various arguments and fig-
ures that it was not stupid at afl to build bosts
and sink them afterwards, “Continoed employ-
ment,"” he argued, “is the very basis of real pro-
epority, And what better plan esuld be found to
provide work than bullding boats and sinking
them?'"

The comtractor favered it becasss the more
boats he built, the more momey he made, The
Apevillg ship Sinking Company favored it becagss
it had m eontract on sinking the boats for the
City of Apeville. The City Adeintsiration favored
it becagse ovory boat was properly insured, mnd
they enllvctod #0 much money on every boat sunk,
The insurapee companies favored it beenuse it gave
them n chanee to sell more policies to the City of
Apeville, Insaranes on boats was paid by tho City
from funds colleeted through a enles tax om all
focd products, Even most of the Ape tollers favored
this “contimusus work progress plan™ beeause s
they put i, “withoot work we wounld be loft to
starve to death?™

The Apovillian profeasor in economies told me,
with pride, that it had taken a braln trest five
years of scientific study to formulate this plan of
cootinoons work and profit and to frame it in
fch a way that fno ofe would lese on tho im-
dostry, This project was initinted by the City of
Apevilie for the purpose of showlng private indus-
try how things eould be ran for the bencfit and in
the interest of all Aperillians.™

A few blocks from Apeville's northern water-
front wns a huge fnetory monufscturing wooden
legs. This was & private enterprise owned and
managed By one Ape whe had gained monspely
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of the hasiness some yoars ago. It was considered
one of Apeville’s most respectable buosinesses, and
the owner was highly bonored by bath church and
state. The msrket for wooden logs wne maintained
artificially through conteacts with logging com-
panics who for certain sums would have the legs
of their logpors amashed 20 ma {0 koep the waodon
leg fmctory running. The logging companies also

fornished the wood for the wooden leg manuos

facturer: o that Both had mutuenl intercat in ench
ather's buasiness,

There were somo working Apea in the logging
campa, who guestioned the logie of the wooden
leg industry. These were called foreigners becausa
to queation anything in Apeville snd in the whole
country of Apata for that matber was considered
a foreign thing to do. Proefessers kn the high in-
stitutlons of learning §n Apeville praised the
wooden leg manufecturer and the logging con-
tractors, who farnished him wood material and
gmashed legs, for the great service they were
giving acelety in providing employment for s0 many
people. Were it not for smashed legs, thoy argued,
all those engnged in wooden leg manufaclure
would be theown out of employment. Wooden leg
warkers agreed that this was certninly = troth that
no ono couwld deny.

Cuatting off legs was a r!p‘.lh:r indastry in Ape-
ville and there was o log-cuiters union of those
who worked at the trade. There was an agrecmont
hotween this onion and the wooden legp manu-
facturer, Thiz agrecment featured a <lause pro-
viding for leg amputations of all gnion members
whao violated any of the rules governing the in-
dustry,

Thiz elnuse pleased the wooden leg manafac-
turer becatse ke could sell a woodeon leg to every
offender whe survived the cperation, It also
plensed the unien leg cutters because they could
bave work making the exira wooden legs. The eivil
courtas reapected the agreemont betause of il
“gommon sonss” qualities

The leg cutters unlom was onp of the very few
fovored by the employers and the local authorities.
Even the ferocious Mirtam, governor of the pro-
vinee, wis vory much pleased with this union and
styled it an “association of the Apes that would go
far In holping to civilize the world and to bring
about & cloas and more sympathetic relationship
between employer amd employe”

It may interest the reader to keow that In
mattera of advertisement the Apevillinna were
cvery bit as progressive amd pepslmistic me our
western bosiness men. Anather moat sieiking simi-
larity between the Apevillisns and the westerner
is the ready response of the Apevillinns to the
seductive power of billkoard and ropeated sales
gigne. The city was literally plastered with ad-
vertiaimg of every coneelvable kind and size. Huge
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bilbanrds showed comely fomales wearing woodon
legs. Huge signa would extol their wirtwes .

Signs such as these were to be aeen STErEWher
“For digestion's sazko wear & wopden leg." “When
wieary and despondent, put on your wooden leg."
“For that youthful figure, buy a wooeden leg.”
“Remembor vour dad on Father's Day==buy him
a wooden leg.” There wore othor commodities ad-
vertised, of coorse, but the wooden leg industry
seomed to have the mest imposing signs. Sigms
auch as these did alse abound. “Comfortable graves
at cut-rate prices=—buy your hole jn the ground
now!™ “Lat ua lose your monoy—save time. Apo-
ville Losing Insecurity Company.'” “Drink oar
polson—Urion mado—Best in town, Apeville Sui-
cide Supply Company.” “Lets in Hell or Heaven
chiap—gelling oot. Buy now on installment plam.™
“Bomba, Electrle Chnirs, Machine Guns, Polson
Gas, Ropea for Lynching Partiea, ete, Sec Apes
wille Sunday Schoo] Associntion."

It was & teagic =ight, to say the least, to eoe
poar ignerant Apes of both sexes and of all ages
harrying from store to store to buy as though
the ndvertisemont they had read were commande
of the mast high—things which In the end wounld
nhl;r serve b0 injure if not destroy. And it was
pathetie, to use & mild terms, 1o see litle Apestors
playing with eleetrle chaira and poison gas and
older Apes giving instructions in the use of them.
Younthial and woll shaped Apes wearing wosden
lega “ta boost prosperity;” elderly and sickly omes
plﬁrl,g out their kard carned money for lots in
heaven =old bBiem by wnscrupzlous sharks,

But ong thing which moved me more than all
elge | had geen in Apeville was a parade of young
Apevillian males who, bubbling over with & sense
of patriotie duty to the lumbor industry, were
parading up and down the strects wearing wooden
heads and carrying banners which wrged the popuo-
lneo o increase the use of wooden products

The reader may want to know whe it B posatble
far any living creature bo wear a woeden Bead
and sfill live? T can only msore you that I am as
puzzled =8 yourself om this gquestion. Troe, 1 poeed
this very question to one of Apeville's most pro-
minent citizens; but he only shrugged his shoulders
in n mest dismizssing manner as much ns fo say
that aach & gueation was teo foolish to merit &
reply from such o great Ape ms he, 1 shall there-
fore bave ta leave the sclution of this biologic
gueation ta, some daring selentifie gomius, who
perhaps [nepived by the observations 1 sm nmow
relating will venture a wisit to the land of Apsta
in the Interest of selentific research. But what-
ever may be discowered and oxplained sbout the
habits and social behavier of Apata’s Ape-people
in the faoture, I shall feel completely eontent with
kaving beon the first to roport their cmso in part
ta the world =t large.
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The Age of Innocence
({Continoed from page 2%)

moniahed Mate in hizs mew responaiblities, mmd
started to sel example to mateh his advice. No
sooner had be gpot ahead of the otheras than it
struck him ke couldn’t be waiching them and
listening te them if he diin't stay back with the
banch. &u¢ every now and then he stopped and
sat down to eat berrica, But the morning deagged
glowly by and not one did ke catth doimg worse
than picking berries a bit dirty. He warned these
that the farmer would mise particular Cain if
ke foand them picking them with leaves and Hittle
Eréen onds. Ha felt he had to do this as foreman
cven if it didn't mean any fine for him to share
with the farmer. And their conversation gave him
no profitable clues to follow wp. The hotter 0t
grow, the less they talked, and when they did talk
it wus about the heat, nnd how they would like ice
cream eodns, and what they were going fo do
with their money, Perhaps he woald maks more
money if he went abead as fast na ho coald—but
then he coulin't find any of them chenting the
farmer. He folt oz uneomfortable na the unbiazed
muls that stood midway between the two hay-
atmcks,

Down at the crossing the sawmill whistle blew.
It wos noon, efd all took themaslves over to aome
troes by the well to eat their Junch.

Witk half the day gone, it was time ko check
what they had earned against what they had hoped
to earn.  All were disappointed: but their dis-
appointment was not pent gp and stepped pp as
was AMatt's, He wouldn®t tell the banch kow much
better khe Rad expected fto make ouwk than he had.
He munched his lunch glhimly apd resolved that
if he didn't catch someong inside of an heur, ke
was going to =step on it and piek berries even f
bhe wms n foreman incogmito, nnd get at least the
dollar that his mind had been sot on before the
dry began.

The hour was op—and siill no victim—and Ik
was getting so hot that he didn't feel ke putting
on more specd. He was a bit ahead of the rest,
and stood wp o rest hia eramped museles, B
Riley im the next row looked up to my: “You are
alwnys up with the rest and yot you're reating
kalf of the fime. How do you do I3

Matt had o bright fden. He went over te Bl
and talked wery low: I dor's want all the kids
to know it, but there's ways to feol O1d Sourpass,
Ho can't look at evory basket we pick. He dom't
seem to bo looking them over at all. Ard once
ho tokes your basket im, and gives you & slip for
thom, he ean't tell who picked them ean he?™

Mo, aaid BE,

Well got wise to yoorself, Fill some of the
bottoms up with leaves and stuff—not too much,
but evoery little bit helps—and then fH1 k wup
god om top with berries”

Thirty-twa

I that what you'rs doing?"™

“Suare, bat don't tell anybody. See” he added
na he got the additican] bright [dea that the
farmor wouldn't find out if he did pull suech a
trick, “I'm starting off a new box this way."

He went on with his work, nmd 8 bit later de-
cided 1o tp off Walt Gallagher in the other row
next him, Walt decided the iden was s mighty
fine one. When Blll had got his tray of §2 pint
hoxes filled amd headed up fo turn them in, Makt
stood uwp, Hlifted his hat and scrntched his hesd a
bit. Jobn Farmer nodded, and looked Bill's ber-
ries over- Hy the tinie he had got back, Walt was
an his way up, and Matt gave the sigonl sgain.

Bl told him what had happened, “Here 1 picked
twelve conts worth, and don’t get n penny and
get finod & nickle bealden™ Matt agreed that they'd
have to be careful amd nob get canght. Bill was
sore, so Matt dechded te comfart him n hit. “I'll
tell you how we can get even with 0ld Sourpuss,”
hep sald, Thore's one trick even better, Got a fow
cxirs basketa, knock ool the botioms, and put
them in this way so that if Be does turn the basket
up he'll see o good bottom, and oot know but what
it'a the right one. That'll fool him for sure."

“Boy, that i{s good,"” agreed Bill -and set o
wark to vent hiz indignation in n better trick thamn
Ever,

Matt wont on with his work and Walt came
back to tell him his hard lwck story. It was a
temiptation bo spring the double bottom stunt on
Wali, but that might look too suspicious to John
Farmer. Bosldes thess wers tho two boys working
alongside of him, and there were fourtoen boys im
the fleld beside himself. Thoy were At the o8d
of the field now, rendy to siart back soon, so Mait
teok advantage of the handy situation to get a
eouple more here and there started onm puiting
leaves in the boMoms. Of course gocond offonses
pabd better—a dime fing and s nickle oot of |t
for himaelf. He'd hawg to goi them all started
at it before they started talking to ench other.
but they were pretby well spread cut by now, 2o
thore was atill somao chaneo to enteh victimea

When Bill went up with his double bottom
bhaskets, Matlt gave the signal agein, aml tapped
on the botiom of a basket. A wholp niekle carned,
he figured to himsel! right there, and when Bert
O'Leary and Bob Cramer, the other two Inde
that he had got o pat leaves in the botbom went
up, he signslled once mere, Bill figured nothing
more sinfster out of it all than that there was a
Jonah on him, and Matt convinced him mof o go
talking about it to anyone, or Old Sourpuss might
eateh on that he was doing it too. Beort snd Bob
had evidently passed the leavea notion along io
someo of the other fellows, for Johm Farmer woas
caftching a couple more that Matt didn't know
sbout, and they were all talking about thelr of-
fense and the fine and the fact that thoy didn't
gut pald for their berries either, Too had, thoaght

ONE BIG UNION MONTHLY



Matt that i was too Iate fn the aftérnoon to
catch them a second time and get n nickle out of
cach wieting, 1In faet he figured he hod better
lay low except for giving a couple mors the idea
about the phoney bottoms, or else thoy might
supeet him.

When he took his own tray of berries up nexs
tima he asked the farmer too look some of thom
over g0 that the rest of the boys woaldn't wonder
why hils baskets weren’t sesrched too. Mo camo
back to report gleefully to Walt that 01d Sourpuss
“mizsed the baskels | phomied up on*

The mill whistle blew one more, and the youngst-
ers figured that since they had started two hoors
mbead of the mill in the morning they conld only
work one hour after the men got throogh, Matt
figurod he'd have to content himself with cight
first offonces and thres seeond ones. That made
forty cents and thirly cents, seventy cents in fines
all teld, ehirty-five of it for himself, almost as
much a8 he would have esrmed if he had picked
threg move trays fall, If he filled his tray be-
fore qultting time, that would make 72 cents for
the berries, and $1.07 for the day. Pretty good
he thought to himself—but thon again if he'd
sopped an it all day he might have made as
much and net been worried about the boys find-
ing out abeut his foreman job. They wouldn't
like that s kit

Hg finished hiz tray while most of the boys
were atill trying to get thelr Inst tray for the
day filled, He went in with it, and 0} Sourpuss
wented to know if he kadn't maybe put seme bad
ideas in their heads. Matt assored him he hadn't
s funny,” wenb on Sourpuss, “they didn't do
nothing wreng in the morning—just in the after-
noon.” Buot Matt’s honest face was most disarming,
amdl the farmer wanted to know what he Ffigured
ke hnd coming. “Seventy-iwo cents for berrics,
and then T caught cight of them, and three of them
the second thne,” While the farmer was figoring
out that the meoant thirty-five conts for Mnts, Matt
was figoring [{ meant thirty-flve cents for Sour-
pusa, and 12 teays of practically pood berries for
nothing that he ahould have pabd $1.44 for poi-
ting phekood,

He dovbted If he was geiting the best of the
bargain nt that, and wished the farmer would get
through figuring it out before anybody else got
araund.

The last of the bova goi their pay, while all
hung aroand becauss the farmer promised them a
lift t¢ town when he bavled the berries in. On the
way they recounted the misfortunes of the dny-
Mart felt sort of bad about it all, and croased his
fingers in the hopes that they wonldn't figure he
had anything to do with thelr tough luck. Bute
there was Billy Scott talking about hew the farmer
Bnd looked when he found him cheating the second
Hee, and Matt hadn't known sbout that at all.

“Say,"” ho asked, “how many of you fellows got
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TinedT” They started checking up—ihere was Bill
Seott, he ben caught twice, and so had Bill Riley
and #0 hod Walt Gallagher ovon though he hBad
used leaves both tiees, and Spud jost ones, snd
Ben twice, and .. . well it all added up twelve
caught and six of them enoght twieo. Matt got s
indigrant that he forgot himself. He was up front
in the beck of the Eruck whore they rode on tap
of the erates, and there wns an opening up to
where Old Sourpuss sat driving., “You old cheat™,
shrieked Matt,"” you promised me half of the fnes
and you kmow damned well you owe mo twonty
five conts more. You . . . and then as he folt
himaelf getting pulled back by the shirt collar
he realized what a dead give-awsy it was, One boy
sat on hiz face while anothor pusched him In the
ribs, and a third took his money out of his pocket.
When they lot him up he managed to turm thelr
wrath agminst Old Seurpuss bimeelf. “He's the
fellow yom ocught to by sore at, He's g0t eighiy-
five conts that he fined you besides the thirty-
five cents be gave me, nnd besides that moans 18
trays he didn't pay for picking that's—12 eights
are Ph=—yok, that's $2.14."

It worked, They were hollering to 014 Samr
puss that if he dldn’t give them back their fines,
and pay them for the trays he hadn't paid for, off
his damned berries would go in the diteh. They
ralsed so much humpus that OM Sourpuss pro-
mised to pay. It gave Matt his chance to slip off
—Hho had to explain at home that ke lost all his
money out of o kols in hia pocket. But that alils
didn’t last long. Thy face Is Matt's “foreman job"
made matters so mighty disagroeable for the
whole Walters family, that old man Walters de-
vided to pack up and go to Oregon,

The Nonsense of Planning
(Continned from page 17)

United States is at hand: it shows that oven after
the march of the NREA the disproportion botwess
the purchsaing power of the mssses and the actual
production becama grestor. And it was preclaely
in this way that & rise occured in capitalist par-
chasing power and production sdvanced lemporas-
ily. But to denote aa planned cconomy the further
impoverishment of the popalation s nfier all a
bit strong.
VII,

The warfous exponents of planned economy are
well known, Whatever may be the nature of their
particular  proposals, they all share with John
Dewey the habit of viewing the problem from the
side of diatribabion, even when they speak of pro-
duetion.  Varlous propossls with reference ta
money, erdit, banking, tariff, cartellization, and
control of profit are designod to govern the market
and, with It, the whole sconemy nccording to pre-
determined plans, The legitimacy of the market,



though flest rejected, |8 now fo be contvolied and
agnin made Inta the repulater of the social life.
However, tho markei and compotition have a méan=
ing only In so long as they work their pernicipus
effects; il thelr operations aro controlled, they are
deprived of thefr regulating functions and we ar-
rive nt the opposite of what we sct out to attain.
Any market conteol becomes the privilege of the
groups nlrendy favored by that market. The in-
dividusl Interests are not governed actording o
the planning, but this planning can only adnpt it-
self to the existing interests already established as
a rosult of the previous development

Competition s made responsible for the over-
development of the productive apparatus, though It
is only this contlnulng over-development which is
thoe seerek of prospority and ils limitation is nothing
bat the philosophy of orisis. Competition is to be
reduced through the further cartellization of enter-
prises, In splte of the fact that this trustification
it a result of competition, It may be true that
within the cartels the everprodaction of commodi-
ties may be hindered (n matter which plays no de-
ciaive part). Stlll the cartellization doea mot hinder
eompotition between the eartels. Nor does it hinder
the oversxpamsion of the preductive apparatus;
such overexpanslon fe facilitated by way of mono-
poly prafiis, since each of the cartellized entor-
prises improves and expands its plants in order
te make differential pains and raise ita produstion
quots. Capiial-formation and contral ¢an Bever
be attained from a planning station so long & pro-
duction remaine In private hande.  The enterprises
ag woll as the individoal monopolies can eroas the
pians of the contral buresu in hundreds of ways
end, az n matier of fact, it haz been shown in
practize that waya have been found for gelting
around the plans as fast as they were made.

And so, In the face of these numerous conirs-
diztions, the plannors take refuge in the illarion of
u stationary capitalism. However senpeloss such a
demand may be, it is nevertholess the logheal con-
sequence of all capitalist planning, which thereby,
though of course ruofully, establishes fts impoa-
sibility. A stmtionary eapitaliem iz omly another
namg for the permanent crlais: and even here the
term fails to hold weter, sines any permanent
crisis can only lead to collapse and ia accordingly
not stationary. Baot it i3 only with a statbonary,
i. e Hlusionary, capitalism that plannisg ia pos-
sible, sinte any revival prompily throws all plan-
ning overboard. And if the plansers endeaver,
nevertheless, to make the impossible poasible and,
for example, believe that in splte of techmnieal
advance it will be possible to hold on to an accept-
ed grice level—ihat is, if they faney that prices can
be joggied with like balls—thers I8 coneealod be-
hind these dreams nothing but s total ignorance
of the real nature of prices. Technical progress,
which changes all walues, obviously changes abkia
the prices to be dedosed from valoes; & matfer
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which, In view of the decline of prices which has
accompanied the wholy of capitalist development,
i3 hardly worth menticning.

Az a proof of the pomibility of capitallat plan-
nieg, we are often referred to the control af eco-
Remy in ceusities at war, However, the mono-
paliak GOnGmy of war tims woa only o mekns Lo
capltallst accumalotion, to perpetuating planiess-
neds, A man takes castor ofl in order to get well,
But it will sot secar to him, merely because ke can,
ta lwve on easter ofl exelusively. And ye: sach
mental derangement is actually attributed to capi-
tallam. Daring the war, the national economy wans
not subjocted to the military mecesities, but the
military nDecessities, §. e tho necessitica of the
strongest caplialist groups Intercated in the war,
subjected all other groups Lo themeelves and forcod
thoir will upen thom. Here alss the technical pos-
sthility of planning was not proved, since this ceo-
rombs distatorskip remained tied uwp with  the
marke! mechanism.

VHI.

Even though iedividus]l theoreticlans of plan-
ning go 30 far ns to raise the demand for &
“World Economic Couneil,” mest of thelr theorios
atop short with sukarchy, The mational economy is
o0 bp mude independent of the movements of the
world market. Capitalist society i, howeover, bound
up with international trade, ae of coorse the whole
capitnlist development is dentical with the croation
of tho world market. From division of labor with-
in the separate oations arcse intormational divi-
sion of labor, and the lsbtier can ne more be got
away from than the fimst, It may be objected
hern that individunl countrics, such as the United
States, are enpable of a self-sufficing economy by
reason of their manifeld natural wealth and are o
bo distinguished from countrics less blessed.
Nevertheless the vory possibility of sutarchy at the
samg fimg precludes it ms an sctuality, The wery
diversity of the geographic, climatic and coltoral
conditions of the United States sre an obstacle to
their onified coordirntion, for this diversity, under
capitaliem, is mothing other than & moltiplicity of
mutoally bosiile interests which are mot wery dis-
timguishable from thoss of the continent of
Europe, oven though their forms are different.
Hewever small may be the part of foreign trade in
statisties, ft iz novertheless & question of life and
death to whole socinl groups. However deciaive
mny be the domestle market, when over-scoamula-
tion seis {n the imporialistic compulsion Becomes
tha dominant factor, for the insuffizient profit at
home compels to the conqoest of additional sources
of profit. While na regards Industry, awiacchy =
impoasible ovem in “war manefactors,” @6 as re-
gards sgriculture, as the best oxperts bear witneas,
it is quite out of the question, Planned ecomemy and
copitalism are firreconcilable contradictiona; the
ong excludes the other, If an economy s planned,
then it ks nlso consed to be o capitalist economy.

ONE BIG UMNION H'B-HTHFI'



l. W. W. PREAMBLE

The workang class and the employing class have nothing
i eommon, There con be no poace so long as hunger and
want are found among millions of working people and the
bew, whio make up the Elup]ﬂ-}':mu 1:|.iu._ '|ml.'¢ .'|','|I th-i_' g.n-l;l-d
things of life,

Between these {wo classes a struggle must go e until the
workers of the world organize as a class, take possession of
the carth and the I:||a1.l.'h|:|'.:'r'|.I alf [|1|.l|:||5.|:|:m:1, ,uui abolish the
wilge system,

We hnd that the centering of the MANAZEmETt of indues
trics into fewer and fewer hands makes the trude unions
unable o cope with the ever-growing power of the employ
ing clase. The teade umions fowmes a state of affairs which
allows one 32t of workers 1o k itted against another set
of workers in the same industry, [Ecrrby helping defeat one
another in wage wirds, Moreiver, the trade upions aid the

employing class to nuislead the workers into the belief that
the working elass have inreresss in  comemon  with  thers
employers,

These conditnons can be changed and the interest of the
working class upheld only by an organization formed in such
a way that all igs members in oany cene induostsy, or in all
industries, if necessary, ceass work whenever a atrike or
bockout 2 on in any department chereod, thus making an
injury to one an snjury tooall,

]nttead of the coniervilive alald £ A Lair dl}-"l- Wage finr
EY Filr dd':,'-.E “.'I'_Il'k“. SE - TMaNLEL lﬂ“l:flhl;' i EEF I‘H“.l'l@'r :hﬂ
revidutienary wamchword, “Abolition of the wage system.”

Tt 4= the historic mission of the working class to do away
with capitabisim. The army of production must be organized,
pot only for the evervday scruggle wath capitahsts, ﬁu! alsn
to carry on production when capitalism shall have been
overthrown, v organizing industmally we are forming the
structure of the new socety within the shell of the old.
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Solidarity in the I. W. W. mean: unity with industrial freedom, not in-
dustrial slavery; it means a fellowship of all the workers organized in a
One Big Union to direct their own activities. It does not mean a greal
aggregation of workers herded together in a  “labor front” under the
direction of a dictator.

The C. L. O. is not like the 1. W. W_, it is not a One Big Union, it does
not practice class solidarity; it permils one section of a union to scab on
another even to a greater extent than does the A. F. of L. It is not “a step
in the right direction,” it is, rather, an aid to fascism.

Take the I. W. W. road for your own betterment and the emancipa-
tion of wvour class,

Ho e

e el B e

i

e it e P e i B

o g

| R o

s e i el

oy LK


http://www.tcpdf.org



