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Too Many Organizations?

Sure—that's why we've been arguing for One Big Union all these
years. One's enough. Any more is a nuisance.

We want to ask vou fellow workers who do not as yet belong
to the LW.W., a question,

Laving aside all your organizational prejudices and l“:hmﬂl'_ltl-.
just suppose that the American working class stood before you, asking
WO what it should do.

Would vou counsel them to divide their forces? Would you urge
them to build eraft and separate industrial organizations that would
lead to jurisdictional wars with each other? Would vou tell them to
let their own invincible power remain unborn for the lack of compact
organization and advise them to content themaselves with the hope
that somebody might be elected to do for them a part of what they
could do much better for themselves?

Or would you tell them: lets ALL organize together, making
merely such subdivisions in our organization as circumstances make
practical; let's rely on our own organized l-i'rt:nl’l.h: let's undertaloe
daing for osurselves what that power enables us to do in the way that
we by majority rule decide to do it

The American working class 1a standing before each one of you
msking your measure of advice and example what it should do. Think
it outl clearly, with all honesty to yourself and futurity what advice
and example you shall give them—and we are satisfied that you can
adopt no other course of action than to join us in building a One Big
Union of the Waorking Class,
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The Labor Movement in Mexico

By Card Number 372561

Ever since the CROM was replaced by the CTM as the pre-
dominant union movement in Mexico, there has been much be-
wilderment as to what is going on in the unions te the south of
us, and in their relations with the Mexican government.

Now that President Cardenas has ordered the recognition
of the CROM, and Morones has returned to Mexico, and rail-
road workers, electricians and communists have made a split
in the CTM, the situation is probably the more bewildering.

For this reason we believe our readers will welcome this
study by a member of the LW.W. of the Mexican labor situs-
tion and its historial backgreund.

On the eve of May Day, the blg drive to bring
Mexican labor under a centralized leadership met
with & asthack that seriously lessems the prospect
for unity in the immedinte futare. At the fourth
Mationnl Council of the OTM (Confederation of
Mexican Workers) the delegates of the railroad
workers and the elestrical workers of the Fedsral
District walked out logether with representatives
of the Mexican Communist party. This split, sc-
cording to “Mexican Labor News,” will possibly
cost the OTM a foll one-fonrth of the neariy
00,000  mombera,

Unquestionably the loss to the Confederation
is= greater than is indicated by the numbeor of
workees inwvelved in the aplit. The electricinns,
the rallreand workers, and warfous state orgamiza.
tions which may slse bo invelved, are organized
in powerful unions which have supplied the CTM
with much of Its genuine, steadfast Inbor wnbon
character. Tt was the Eleotrical Workers Union
that won a brillinn victory in an eight-dsy strike
tuat July during whish Mexice City, the Faderal
District, and five neighboring states weore without
lights and powar,

Vicente Lombarde Toledano, General Secretary
of the CTM, scems to blame the communists for
moat of the trouble, charging that they Smpesed
their own party diseipline on thelr members with-
in the trade undlom morement. He eonidemaed In
the strongest termas the action of the party in
precipitating a break in labor's ranks on the very
eve of the First of May, the labor anniversary

duren, 14T

which should have found the Mexbesn movement
more anited than over,

On the other kand the seceding pon-communists,
no less than the party adhecants, eharge that the
CTM is mismanaged by its leaders, They accuse
Lombarde and his associntes with attempting te
#of up a “buresucratic, personallst contrsl owver
the CTM %o the exclusion of all those clemonts
unwilling to submit themselves to such dictator-
ahip.” They claim the ruling cgae sverrides the
wishes of the rank and file, that it has excluded
bona fide delegates to the Council, and secks gen-
erally by all possible mesns to wse tho organiza-
tion for itz own personal advantages, They are
eapécinlly eritical of the actions of Lombarde,

The conflict first came out in the open last
Februnry at the Third National Council in Vers
Cruz when the electricians protested the seating
of dolegatea from wnloms that were in arrears in
the payment of dues. Claiming this waa in viola-
tlon of the by-laws they refused ta participate [n
the deliberations but tock mo faorther action at
that time. The lmmediate cavse of the break in
Aprll was the refusal of the Council to scal the
dologation from Nuevo Leom on the grounds that
it had been Improperly constitated. It s In the
Btate of Muove Leon that the commuonists are
charged by the Ceuncil with having applied their
disruptive tactice. Henee when these dologates
were unsesled it was the signal for the commun-
ists to loave, However, it does not follow that
the union delegntes who joined in the walk-owms
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wure noceazarily lead oot by the communists, As
already indicated the usions had grievances of
thoeir own.

What is the CTM?T

The Confederation of Mexican Workera or, @iv-
ing it its mathve name, Confederncion de Traba-
jadores de Mexico, |5 n new federation of Mexi-
can labar uniona forsed in 1835 and claiming now
to cmbrace B pereont of the sountry's areanized
lakor. It ia affiliated with the Amsterdam Inser-
national, favors indusirial rather than craft un-
ionsa, doclares itsolf 100 percest for the Spanish
layalizts, and has sent fratorpal grectings te John
L. Lewia'a ©I0, It has prowen itaclf more milis
tant than its predecessor in actlon agaipst the
employers, it has promoted workers' eduenation an
a prand senle, having established the Warkers
Unlvorsity ot Moxieo City which enrolls over 300
studemta: & Boa demanded confizeation of private
property for the workers in cortain cnses. and
supports  general revolutionary  propositions 8
principle.

In shord, the CTM is many thimgs that s s
medinte predecessor as the dominant Mexican
nhor movement, the CROM {(Confederacion Re-
glonal Obrera Mexicana), was nol—especially in
itz lntor vears, Yei for all that the new movo-
ment i5, in n sepee oxivemely important to kaber,
pew only in namt.

The CROM from the very first was opmeshed
in politics. It was born In 1918 when the trade
unionists joined hands with the Carranza govern-
moni in epposition to the Mexiean LW.W, which,
in the labor union convenilern of the preceding
wenr, had beem the leading organizstion. Unider
the leadership of Luis B Morones the CROM econ-
timaed as it starbed, the labor feont of the govern-
ment.  Latos, In 1920, the CROM wa: gsed o
help make Obregon president of the republe.
Morones used his position as the caphtalist govern-
ment's faverite labor liemtemant fo enteench his
prganization at the cxpense of independent un-
lons and, of course, tw eorich himeelf,

Under Obregen he fared faicly well i splte of
somp double-crassing by the president whe des
voloped m fine tochnique in playing one lsbor
group agninst ansther. Obregon evidently did not
fenl |t necessary to divide the plunder with laber
besaes, At that time the new statesmonship which
roquires government-labor  eo-aperation for the
sake of more peaceful snd effective cxplritation
had not yet been fully warked out,

But in 1924 Calles, the “Inbor" president, waa
elected, natueally with the help of the CROM,
This time Morones' reward was great indeed. He
wis given a position in the povernment, that of
Mimistor of Commerce, [Bdestey and Labor. XNext
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to the presidect he became the moeat powerful
man in the government. His opportunities for
casting in on his Inbor mcket were immensely -
crogspd and it iz a matter of record that he did
act fall to take advantage of the spportanities,

Skipping a few years, wo ocome to 1032, Calles
was no longer president bat he was still the big
boss in polities and Morenes waa still the big
chief |m the labor movement, Thede Lwo coami-
bined forers to rule Mexien, They selected Car-
denas for the presidemcy and put him inte office
in 1935, Then ecamc the bip sarprise mansuvre
which ia supposed by somw to have aaddenly
cleared the way for the industrial commonwealth
in Mexica,

Calles and Morones Exiled

Early in April, 1838, the govermmont exiled
both Calles and Morones ko the United States “in
order ta forestal]l fascism and save democeasy for
the workers.,” Whilea Calles was grooming Car-
denaa for the presideney, the latter was bullding
a Tow fenees for himself ond while labor lesder
Morones wme helping Calles, a new star was ris-
ing on the horizon of the labor world. The new
hope of the werking class, Dr. Vicente Lombards
Toledads, managed so well that when the deckive
moment arrived ke was able to supplant Morones
ns the labar chief.

This out of the CROM grew the OTM. The
OROM has not been eompletly obliterated; it s&ill
retains same union allegianee, notably in the tox-
tile industry.

Binee persanalities play soeh an important part
in Mexican lnbor affairs, a fow words about Tole-
dade, the now head of the movement, may hot
b s,

“He came into the labor movement as o tedcher
and stadent of ccomemics, history, sociology and
nw. And he came calling himsel! & Simon-pure
Marxian. He is o slight, handeome, sd-eyed and
sad-faced Creole, a typleal Latin Intollectasl, He
ls, though elosely seconded by Xavier leasn of the
Mexicam Supreme Court, ihe ouwlatanding intel-
lectual of the Mexican [abor moevement.' (Wm.
E. ¥ouch In Common Senae.)

From 1915 omward every asplrant for political
affice In Mexico has known that he must have
arganized labor backing to wine  And laboer in
Mexico Bas learmed to hope for il reward for
sappart given to succeasful office apokere.  This
mixing of politics with unionism goes on new just
ss under ofher sdministeations. Carmnza and
Calles had thelr Morones and now Cardefns has
hia Toledans.

It is not intended fo infer heee that Toledano
& & crook, 65 Marones certainly was and is, or that
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Cardenas aspires 1o he 4 dictator, The podnt s
by politics and influsnced by party
policies, the aplendid cambative and socially oron-
Hve pawers of the Mexican workers are mot al-
lowed to develap,

Unions ought 1o be ard must evontunlly be
eomplete, independont, self-running inatitutiona:
they muost learn o move alohg under thpip oWy
direction as well a5 under their own powor, The
mMain course of development is mat along that line
in Mexieo boday. Instead of loss Eovernment ip.
terferance in wmiag affairs there §s mare than
formerly.  President, Eovernors, and comrts are
repeatedly called wpon to intervene in disputes
bebwoen workers and employers and to set]e dif-
ferences betwesn unlons, There fu a  Fedor]
Board of Coneilintion and & Inbor esmrt: and
there is a “standard callective sonteact™ which is
favored by the EUVErnment as being jost the thing
Lo protect the interosts of taber and to
industrial peace, This contract 5 now in offoet
iy sovoral indastries,

Laws Regarding Strike,

When the Mexiean warker wants to alrike, ke
follows & coupse Inid out for him by the govern.
ment,  Hore sré some of the rules established
by law:

I, When workers make any demands of their
employers that may lead to m strike they are re-
quired to presont their demands in writing at Joast
sx days before the strike, In the ovent they are
employed in a public wtility they must give at
least ten days® patieq,

2. At loast 5] rercent of the workers emplayed
mutt vole in faver of the demands in order that
they may be logal; 51 percens of the workers nt-
tending the meeting at which the vote is takon
may mot be onough,

& In presenting the demands & shawing must
be made that the domands are within Teason, that
be gpranted under eXisting conditions, A
copy of the demands and Argumenis in favar af
them must be prosentad ta the Eovernment ax
woll sx to the employer. The government then
rofers the matier to & bonrd of arbitration Bl

board fails tq comelli-
ate the parties to the dispate it jssnes & publis
statement with s declaration that the proposed
srike is logal or illegal secording po jits findings,

1. Even when the strike is declared illogn] he
workers may go ahead with it. Bul in case it is
decided that the ETievances are fully justified and
that the strike {5 o Itgnl one she amployer is re-
quired o pay wiges {0 the workoers while thpy
are gut,

Sympathetic strikes WAy bo legal, Court n.
junctions in labor cases ary prohibited by the eon.
atitution, By recently the governmong bas ban-
ned  teachirs' atrikes, the Minister of Education
declaring that such sirikes arg g betrayal of the
tenchers' obligation to the children of the work.
ing class.  Poata) workers have also bepn donied
Ehi right to airike birt Presidont Cardenas has
promised them g wage Increase boginning Jamy-
ary, 1838, The afficial ARBouRcement in the case
of the postal workers Mabes that no federal om.
MoyYes are allowad to strike under the law.

Undoubtedly ihe Mexican labor Jaws Are more
advanced than those of say other coaniry, excop!
Russin, Hug whither this stnte of “advancemeny”
will ultimately b beneficial ta the workers may
certainly e quistioned,  Capitalism the  worla
over k& husy dovising now schemies to keep the
working elass under control and there j nuthing
in the Mexican madel that serjowsly threatens the
position of the employers.  Like the Rosasvels 1o
Eislation in the United Biates, jt makes a greag
show of Boing fuir 1o labor, but this s sound dipla.
niacy and not a petrent of the part of labor's on-
emy. There is no point in using foree ngains
workers when they ean b Tocled by soft wards,

Compared to the United States the Moxiean
labor policy Appears to be extremely madical, This,
howover, is dus 1y to the conflice betwoen
native and forefgn capital In the countey., The
Mexican ruling class js nat adverss from oxposing
the forcign explofters to phe wrath of the dispos.

In justice to the lenders of the CTM™ it abould
be atated tha: the¥ are awape of tho weak spot
in the movement, gven though they do nothing
Labar News which

pelitical purpoges , |
In another satement of the OTM it s declared:

"Wo will co-operate with the government §n
EVELY respect 5o long ap the EUVETImOnt responds
ta the social needs of the workers,
EOVErnment coases ig respond to our Nidds we
resume the right te b for the revolution,
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On Reformer Boulevard, one of the principle
thoroughfares in Mexico City, an arch boars this
inseription: TD THE REVOLUTION OF YESTER-
DAY, TODAYT AND TOMORROW.

Again it must be said that all of this maans
little more than momentary inepiration ns long
as the workers are wage siaves, pitifully paid and
liwingr in the utmest sgualoe,

As in other ecountries the hope of the Mexican
warkers lies in a rank and flle movement such as
was started there 25 years age, This movement
was shattered but the elements of which it waa
composed are =till present. active and poewerful
throughout that siratum of the pepulatien in
which b gemerated the forco of the sesial Fevolu-
tiom, that ia, in the working clasa,

The LW.W, in Mealca

Back before 1910 thore wasn't much of n labor
movement in the seantry.  Peactieally everybody
that had any liberal, io say nothing of radieal,
idens kept them strletly to himself, There were
n fow exceptions, amoig them Librade Rivera and
Ricardo Florea Magon, whe ventuored to tell the
workers the whole truth aboui the dictater, Por-
fire Disz, and about capitalists and governmanis.
Thelr agitation bore fruit and the revalt started.
Bat seving sn opportuniiy to agpgrandize hEmsolf,
Madero, o men with plenty of money, capitalizod
on the propagands of the radicals and on the pov-
orty of the people and made himzetl leader of the
movement, Disr was overthrown and the “libor-
ator™ put in his ploce.

At thlz time there were thousands of Moexicans
living on the Ameriean side of the barder whe
wore oither LW.W, mombers or strongly influ-
enced by s teachings, In Phoenix, Acizona, alene
shere were mt that time over 500 Mexican IW.W.
membera, When the revelution broke out these
workers moved back acroas the border almost in
o bady to take part in the great ovent in their
home land.

One group of Mexicans living in Teoxas armed
themselves and ander the leadership of Captain
Cline started their march to the border, They
were stopped on the way by Texas officers whom
the marchers promptly teck prisenors, There was
nobedy hurt and when the offbcers promised not
to malest the men they let them po.  But later a
reinforced gang of deputics atiacked the Moxs
cans agnin. This time there were dead om both
abdos, Rangle, Cline and severnl others served

maRy years in Texas priscns as a result of this
affair.

Im 1811 there wios another invasion of Mexico
by LW.W. membera. This wns in lower Califor-
nia whore on January 20 an LW.W. “army" under
the leadership of Wm, Stanley teok Mexicnli, In
the ongagement Stanley wes killed and Genoral
Pryen olocted In kiz place. Anclher sueccssiful
engagument war fought at Lee Litthe’s ranch on
April 8, bat the battle of Tia Juana did not tarn
out &0 well and ason Lhereaftor the rebels e
tréated acrass the American border.

But by 1211 the character of the struggle had
changed. After Diaz had boen dispoasd of, Ma-
derc tarmed against the principles and ideals that
had inspired the workers who did the fighting. In
February of that yoar, Magon deasunced Muadero
in his paper Rogeneracion as a traitor to the re-
velution and ndded some good anarchist philoso-
phy b0 the effect that “there is not and cannot be
& good government.”

The revelt agsinst Madero was not seeceasful,
but the lnbor movement had st lonst some chanee
te grow and cxpress itself. In July, 1912, there
was organized the Mexican IW.W, under the
name Casa del Obrern Mundial, the Honse of the
Waorkera of the World, By 1817 thiz organization
together with other syndiealist moversonts adher-
ing to it constiiuted the leading foree in the Mex-
ican movoment. How it waa defeatod In 1918 by
the reactionary unien leadors in co-operation with
the Carranza government has already been moted
itn this article,

What the next meve in the Moxiean situation
will be £ hard fo predict. It may bo taken for
granted that if the workers rofuse to remain suf-
ficiently decile and if they refuse to reairict thelr
more drastic efforts to attacking those emplayers
who den't happen to suit the government too well,
this same government, noew so friendly to labor,
will find wavs and mesbs to restrict ita further
growith. At least i will trv to do that.

It may even be that the current split has been
occazioned by fear that the CTM iz getting foo
big. It is worth moting in this eonnection that the
aech lnbor teaifor, Lais . Morones, has come hack
out of exile and iz mow in Mexico. [t is mlsa worth
noting that in the recont dispute hetween unions
in the textile industry the president did not de-
side In faver of the CTM.

Whatever may be the immediate outcome, the
futare belongs to the workem=—when they have
lemrned to orgunize the LW. W, way,
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ESCAPE!

By a Convict

“A jail is & poor man's home,” said Gene Debs, and he said
a mouthful. Here is a story of the hopes of escape from one
such “poor man's home,” where thousands of the working class
are locked up for the folly of trying to get back the world that

has been stolen from

ing it all at once.

Cruel as the warld outside may be, the domi-
nant idea of men in prison is to get out. Ie's
better to be hungry and not have 3 guard looking
down one’s back than to be full of beans in the
big house. If one docsn't have hopes that some
pull will be exercised on a Parcle board, or some
assurance of a tolerably short seetion of one’s in.
determinate sentence, the saving thought that
stops him from going nuts is the notion that he
ma¥ oscape,

Bince those in charge of the prisons are well
aware of this there isn't much chance feft far St
to be mecomplished, But the faet that there have
been escapes from even such fortrosses as San
Quentin makes hope persist,

How? Suecessful escapes wsually do not leave
any record behind them of how it wis done, San
Quentin is on & peninsula with a narrow AL
way connecting it to the mainland, and that's too
well guarded. On the one side are the mud-flats
where those who have got past the many walls
have floundered around unti] they were either
sucked to their death or captured, On the other
sides too far a stretch of water to swim. One
fellow who got past the walls tried swimming and
holding on to the ferry going to Richmond, but
he waz cavght and then died of pneumonin, A
conviet erew lengshoring on & barge of sapplies
for the prison ones commandeered the tug that
brought the barge in—but alrplanes were eireling
them long before they could get anywhers with it

In the nature of things, it's only of the EECApes
that do not sueceed that mitch of the ins and outs
are known. There are $0 many cases of those
who almest made it

There was the Sweds wha worked in the tailor
shop, As prison jobs go it wasn't a bad job, and

dume, 1837

them in individual picces, instead of tak-

there waz always the chance of gotting & little
extra “weed™ (Buall Durham} for some little extra
serviee on the convict gark of szome fellow who
wanted to be well-dressed even In stir, or on mak-
ing a “going out" suit 30 that every policeman
in the land wouldn't recognize the wearer as one
just released from the big house. There was work
to be done for the warden who lived in a fine
house just a bit outside the furthest wall. The
civiian suit that the Swede had to take out with
him fitted him precty well. He had secured a
Cap to put in his pocket, and somehow had got
hold of some dark grease paint such as an acter
would uwse to convert himself inte o Mexican or
Spaniard. On the Way out past the visitors' room,
he manamed to slip into a toflet placed there for
their convenience, pat on the clothes and the
grease paint, He had a few dollars (which was
also contraband) and stepped out to the bus stop,
He had to waii awhile, and the guard it seemed
kept watching him though evident]y seeing nothe
ing out of the way, It was warm, and he got
hervons pacing back and forth waiting for the
bus. He began to swoat, and took out his hand.
kerchief to wipe his face. 8o one side wans dark
and the ofher was light wherever his handkerehief
had touched it. That something was wrong was
evident even to one with the LQ. of a prisen
guatd—and so that was that.

And then there was the fellow who worked in
the library. When books needed rebinding, they
were shipped in large boxes to the Public Library
in Ban Francisea, He mengged to get himself
erated in with the books, Tt was a strenuous trip
to San Francisco, sometimes head up, sometimes
feet up, He survived—but when they opened the
box, his muscles were tog cramped to move., And
&0 that was that,
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About the only sueceasful gel-away where much
is knmown of hew it was done was the beaatiful
lam of Simple Simon. He faced Jife, and i1 was
ron much Tor Bim. His nerves broke, and he went
gerewy, That happens quite often in the Big
Houso, and one of the most dizmal aights in San
GQuentin s “Crazy Alley,” a foneed off court be-
pweon two obd juil baildings, where the sun seldom
hits. and where those who have gone aimple mind-
od mre locked op with those whe have gone in-
sane, as though to make sure that their norTouE
disorders get worse, That's where they put Fime-
ple Simon. He got worde and Wworse, singing and
howling despite all the punishment that coubkd b
inflicted on the poor fellow, There is a law &-
gainst using the old skrait-facket in the Blate
Penitentinry ever since the exposuare of the har-
rible days of ol in San Quentin that Jack Laomndon
made in his “Siar Rover.” Ex-conviets went
around the State with the Oregon Boot to show
it to people, lecturing on ihe panishments inflicted
and =0 the law was passed. 5o the exiremely ins
sane are sent o the state asylum forther up the
line at Mnpa, where of course strait-jackets are
permitied.

Slmple Simon was to go to Naps A puard was
going on his vacation past MNapn up to the besati
fal red wood foresis, Sa the guarnd wore civilinn
clathes—~Ffor who could have n goml Lime Amans
decent falk if it was known that he wea a prizon
guardl—and earried & gun and & star, eomemit-
ment papers for Simple Simon, handeuffs, a valise,
his two wecks' vacation pay, and what else he had
taken along for his fling, and got in the frain
with Simple Simon who was also dressed in eivil-
ian chothes. Tt was a hot summer afbormoomn. The
puard dezed.  Simple Simon gol the key to his
handeuffs, wnlocked them, got the gum, the star,
the eommitment papers, the moned. It wasa't so
hard—picking pockets had been one of hiz trades
hofore. There wers other passcngers in the traim,
but they hadn't nothced,

The teain gave & lureh and the guard woke up.
Simple Simon pressed the gun on him. The guard
let out & howi:

“his man ix a convict and s lonatle! He's

taken my gpun! Look oat!™

The astonished passengees Jooked around, nod
cortaim which way to move. Simple Simen put
thoss 6t ense, telling them in the mosd rE-ASSEring
LTS

“on't be alarmed, folks,. I didn't like to keep
hindeulfs on this fellow unless I necded them,
for sometimes he's all right, and then samatines
e goes berserk.”

fie handeuffed the guard whess conlinuous
howling wa: enough o convifide anpond that he
wis dangerously insane, while Simple Simaon -
litely expressed hiz deep regrets for annoying hi=
follow passengers.

At Napa they got off, and Simple Simon taok
the puard to the asylum. Apain the puapd pro-
pested with all the viger I him,  Agmin Zimple
Zinson was calm and collected. The doctor i
charge of the receiving office took it all with a
serjous countenance and informed the guard, that
it was quite vight for him to be the other fol.
low, that he'd meei Cacaar and Mapoleon and
General Lee in there anyway.

Mothing aince has been heard of Simple Simon,
where he went or what he is deing—so he re-
muing & sert of legend arcund San Quentin, fil-
ing lifers' souls with hope, evidence to them thnt
aftor all it can be dene, and probably saving a
good many of them from mnervobs breakdowns
apd a trip to Napa.

The goard didn’t get his vacation in the rod-
woods. He spent It in Napa instead. The com-
mitment papors were properly signed and malled
back te the Warden's office, and there was no
acension 0 ook into fhe matics uniil the guard
failed to show up at the end of his holidays. The
asvlom at Mapa wos called for any chamce infor-
mation they might have of whero ke went, “Oh
ver,” the Warden was informed, “there’s & fellow
heére he insiats that he's him—you can talk to him
if you want oo

Eixgha
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ATraveler Makes Camp

This isn'"t a story. It's a very matter of fact account of a
typical day in the Clearwaler section of Idaho for a traveling
delegate of Lumber Workers Industrial Union No. 120 of the
!.W‘W.—n man whose job it is to make contact with workers
in these camps and carry on the work of building a union in the
lumber industry despite the blackball and intimidation of the

sawdust kings.

Remember, his success requires your co-operation.

A traveling delegnte walked up the flame to the
big enmp on the hill. He stopped at the rag barn to
rest his weary before procecding to the
bunk housze.

It waa quitting time and the erow were just
coming in from the woeds. The delegate hod
worked in this camp the summer before, up until
the strike. 3o he was naturally interested In secing
who was on the job, especinlly sinee C. L. Billings,
and Feliow Worker Bradbury, two fascist-minded

CATNCILES

officials of Potlach Forests, Inc., had inaugurated
the binektall system theoogh a clearing howse is
Crofino.

Down the trail toward the barn ecame a heavy
pair of horsex, The traveler knew them well—asld
Rock and Baldy. Behind them came semething
dresaed in the clothes of a man, but & second look
revenled that he looked more like & cross betwoeen
g rat nnd a weasel. When this weasel-faced ape
saw the travellngy delegute sitting on the stummp,

he wheeled for

This is & sample of the camp conditions that will dizappear as
lumber workers organize in the 1. W. W.

Juns, 137

the barn on dou-
ke quick, fargpet-
tifg 1n hiz haste

. Lo tmake the hits
ot of ald Rock's
mouth so  that

he could get a
drink of water.

But the
went

trav-
wler BVEr
and removed the
bitz so that the
horse could drink.
Old Roek furned
arcund  with as
mel  of o look
aof scorn as he
hed in him at the
retreating figore.
armd winked at
the traveler as
though to say:
“Yeou son of &
gun, 0 you're
here agaln'
The next pair
of horses to make
the trough were
Jim and Dan,

Hine



The Traveler koew them too. Behind them wos: a
rather good looking young fellow, though the
traveler, long in this part of the eountry, could
vagily enough tell that he was a stranger to the
forcasts of ldaho and samong the men whoe make
their Bivelihood in these forests, He had come from
the Dakota |.:|.'.1ir’.l.=x.. Most of hiz hfe 5o far hed
been spent around barns and ecows and calves.
Only lately hnd he joined the eaulked shoe brignde.
He was out to make a big stake this summer, then
#o back to Pumpkin Center, marey Susan, and be
damaed to the “big fellow” whoe had Wawled bim
out the day before for dropping & log off of the
skidway on to the running chute where the “big
fellow"” was rolling in, He didn't have much use
for that big fellow anyway, for he was always tnik-
ing about Industrinl Unionism, and the 1936 strike,
and finks, and men who would not organize but
whe were willing to take advantage of the condi-
tiens and wages that someone else had got for
them. That sort of talk made the fellow from
Dakota feel uneomfortable—Efor he did have a bit
of conscicnee, and it hurt, for he knew right well
he woan't doing the right thing by remaining un-
erganized,

. L
F

The traveler arose from the stomp and started
up the trail, On the way he met several stultering
and sputiering caterpillars with their erews, As
he passed the office out came the “puosh.

“What business have you got in my camp?”
meked the homry headed old =on of the forest
The traveler informod him thet his mission was
most pesceable, to fix up these of his erew who
wanted to joim the LW.W. for more of the pood
thinga of life with the little red eard that every
self-rezpecting workingman ought to earry,

The *“pash™ let ouat

g bellow or two like those

A "wannagan” such as is used on the spring log drive
in ldaho.—Note conditions under which cook performs.

Tef

af an angry bull. In ene bremth he expressed the
wish that all the T.W.W.'"s were in a place o lot
hotter than it ever pets in Idaho. In the next he
wis lamenting that the Wobblies at lesst knew how
to trim these [daho peaks of the virgin white pine.
amd he’d be damned if he wesn®t petting tired of
that sarling gap mn Orafing, and consequently kv
ing to el out timber with thiz green, raw labor.

The iraveler stayed overnight in camp. He had
business there all right, There were lumberjacks
whom he knew, and whom everyone there knew
to be Wobblies, whoe wanted their cards stamped
up, who wanted to kick in with a kit extra to keep
the ball r|,'.|:|]'i:|'||g'1 and who had meanwhile eonvinesd
others that it was time to stick togpether in One
Big Union fo pet better camps, better chuoek, bet-
ter wnges, better hours.

There were some whoe wanted union eards and
woere d bit hesitant about showing their hand—
and the traveler obliged them too, There were men
hun;rrg.' for zomithing fit for o self-rezpecting
worker to read, a pﬁ.m{JhEl.-I! to think about, & md-
gazine or paper that was more concerncd with the
treubles workers have making ends meet than with
the troubles of Edward and Whally.

Yoz, elearing house or no clearing house, the
Lumber Workers Industrial Unfon, the relinble ald
120" that had left the brand of the ILW.W. on
every improvement the lumberjacks had ever got,
was going to grow. It shewed that early in the
spring when things were not golng full blast—and
the traveler had hiz own notions of what it would
show later in the summer,

w ]
L]

Mext morning he =ziaried down the trail for the
of the steel. He had worked in these woods
for thirty-five years, 2o he took
atock of his surroundings and
the methods waed to gof
the timber. It wns ensy for him
to tell whether efficient meth-
ods and skilled labor were bo-
ing used or not. And it was
plain te him that in this Clear-
water country where thie aaw-
dust barons are destroying the
last stand of virgin white pine
in thess United States, they
are using neither effielent
methods nor efficient labor
—and he knew well enough
what the explanation was—
companies will uze all means
at their dizposal to freeze oul
such organized labor as shook
the teeth of the Weyerhpenser

el

out
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timber trust there last summer, As & man who had
lonr taken pride in his savvy how, it was a bit
depressing to see milllons  of foet of the fineast
white pine that
ever laid ogl
doors being  de-
stroyed hy -
officient slack
methads of loge-

ging. He knew
the  story  well
cnough Ma

chinery unmeces.
sarily broken ap
every  day, It
wasn't that ke
was sdrry far the
machines — it
it meant horaes
and maR pewer
erippled.

Down pn Ora-
fino every bed in
the hospital has
& lamber worker
in it feom thia
Cloarwuter egilE-
try. Mo need for
that. When there
is & unionm con-
trof on these jobs there will be more empty bods
In the company hospital. Men have boen induesd
to come from other industries and other parts of
the eountry to help discournge orgmnization and
produce more profits for the Weverhaousers. But
without the men who savey how, the sawdust
kings find they produce eripples and not the pro-
Tits they wanted. And as fast as the men learn tiowr,
they seem to learn something olse—=that arEaniea-
tion can make the lot of the lumberjack something
that stacks up agafnst the hazards of his strenuous
omployment,

pany’s greed for profits

L} L]
L]

It's a beautiful country this Idaho, thougkt the
traveler as he went along getting the smell of the
bunk-house out of his nostrils amd filling them
with the aroma of the pine. An infinite variety of
greens and pold wove as fine » pieture before him

a5 the eye of man has seen. Skould such a country
remain the prey of parssites? Zhoold men need-
lesaly got killed conworting this fine stand of

-'..a. .

These men are the sort who know how to get out the white pine
—but in an effort to keep the Idaho camps non-union, company
hospitals are filled with inexperienced men crippled in the coms

and desire for no .union on the job.

timber te the nceds of man? Bhould some twoe
by-four would-be Hitlers attempt to tell these log-
gers whether they could have o wnion of their
own T

He thought of what same of the men had told
him around the bunk houses lnst night. He thought
of hix fellow workers that would scomer or later
be in here logging despite hell, high water, and
the office in Orofino, and he thought of “Old
Country Mike” and Al Gentry lying on two white
cots, victims of the company gun thug's dum-dum
bullets in the strike Inst summer, their bodies
broken, but the light of genuine revolutionary in-
dustrial unioni=m shining in their eves. You mibght
nx wall try to root ap these mountaine ss voot
ap the LW.W. he fipared as he wont his way with
the confidence that b known only to n man who
knows what he's nbout and knows that jt's well
warth while.—X242887,



“No One Shall Go Hungry”

By
PAUL KOLINSKI

You see them at the edge of town flagging a ride or
dangling their legs from a box car—the rising generation
of America. In this travelog of a hitch-hiker you read the
typical experience of these millions for whom capitalism

offers no job. It's no lark even for adventurous veuth

and the author writes: “Knowing that the LW.W. is a
working stiff's erganization, | submit this article in the
hopes that some youth living in a poverty-stricken home
may heed and stay off the road."

This is a story of sesing Amerien the American
wiy—a journey of three thousand milea across ten
states on & sum of two dollars. It took twonty-
seven days, hitch-hiking, riding freight trains—and
walking—with a piece of canvas the size of a
blanket, tooth brush and a shaving kit.

The journey hegan one wet morping In San
Francisce. To save car fare I walked seven miles
to the city limits. T soon got my flest ride, sbout
thirty miles. It waz raining when I got out, so 1
wasn't able to hitch another ride wery socon. My
day’s thumb wagging ended about a hundred and
fifty miles from San Francizco, It was still raining
g0 I had to get a room for the night. That cost
fifty cents. For dinner I spent & quarter. That Teft
a dollar and a gquarter of the two dollars I had
ek out with.

Twehve

The following day was clear, and after sevoral
short rides, I got a ride with & truck into Bakers.
field, That ended the day. 1 had seen.a number
of aute sccidents these two doys, The first was
between & passenger car and & truck. The second
was an overturned truck in a very doep diteh at
& croes rond. There waz another truck that had
skidded off the romd deeply imbeddod sidewise in
e mud bank. I asked the dreiver whe took me fnte
Bakersfield why there were 8o many truck #eci
dents. He expluined that trocks were wheeled as
much as eighteen hours a day, that sometimes he
didn't see a bed for a week st 8 time, snoozing
a bit while he was waiting for some plek-up or
delivory; that if drivers kicked abowt zuch con-
ditions they were likely to be fired, but that anfon-
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teation was golng ahead and would end such econ-
ditions, and do away with many an aceldent,

My exponses for that day finished my funde In
the morning I caught n singlo cide all the way 1o
Toa Angales,

The polies af Los Angeles are a curiowms sort
They devote an smazing ameunt of their thme to
the search of hungry and indigent wayfarers. Onee
they find one, he is so cordlally invited to partake
of the city's hospitality for two days in jail that
he cannct refuse, and then he is told to get out of
the city. As T didn’t want to get acqmainted with
these gunrdinns of the hoboes, T stacted st onco
to walk oot of town of my own free will. T was
hungrey, and went &6 a restaurant mnd askod the
owner” if he had any wark T could do for a meal,
He didn"t kave any work, hut he gave me 5 moal.
(Tt may be that his gonerosity was inspired by the
fact that several customers were eating,)

I devoted the following three days to n diligent
search for work, eating very little and slecping
in an abandoned house, Giving wp the gquest for
work, T started south In search of it. A meal and
iwenty-five cents in cash cnrmed washing some
windows gave me an encouraging start. A day's
thamb wagging landed me in Indle, & desert town
about a hendred miles from Los Angeles, T put
in a comfortable might in a refriperator car, and
gob & loaf of bread and some lonch meat for sweep-
ing the walk in front of a atore.

For several howrs, and withoot suecess, [ tried
to enteh a rlle, 2o a freight frain pulling sut of
Indic had one more uninvited passenger in an
empty box car, In the ear I heeamo aoganinted with
soveral others. One boy, about sixteen vears obd,
told ws that he had spent the lasti two days in
Indio jwil, He bad got In Indie after two days’
hiteh-hiking meross tho desert with nothing to cat.
In Andio he asked a lady for something to ent, The
lndy ealled the police, 36 he gob brend and water
for two days. Before we got to Yuma, Arizona,
wa had finished the brond and meat.

The train leaving Yuma had an increased pas-
eefger list with some fifty riding, There were na
omply box-ears, so we rode in cattle esrs, The
boy who had beon In Jail had managed ta get a
head of lettuce and a grapefrelt, which he offered
to shard with me.

There was n Mexican boy sbout twelve years
of nge with us. He wanted to know how long it
would be before we got to El Paso, Texas, When
wa btold him about thirty-=ix howrs, ke smiled. He
had had nothing to cat for three days, and Ei
Paso was only sixteen miles from his home,

The night turned ecold, but my piece of eanvas
kept me fairly warm, The others paced the enr

dums, FEEF

all night long. Before davlight we were in Tucson,
and n grass fire kept us warm antil the son eame
up. Then everyone secattered for food. A little
restanrant by the railroad yards got my quarter
for breakinat,

Dt of Tucson we rode n bit more comfortably
in an empiy box car. In the same car rode a
Family of three, the mother, about thirty, and
Auite hefty, nursed a four months old baby whils
the kohees laoked on.

In El Paso I went to the jungles to wash and
#have, The gossip there wos that [t was pretty kard
to cabeh a train out because of police interfersnce.
Two boys had beon ahot by railroad bulls, and
plenty of holp was needod on & newly started pea
farm; the stale was to be made the most Beaatifal
in the wnion by train riders visiting Tesas

Someone informed us that all trains stopped at
a towe tweniy-nine miles east, and many decided
to hike there, Foraging severnl breakfasts, T started
hiking thess, too, Thumb-wagring was useleds for
aboutl twenty wore alresdy parked on the out-
skivta of town. Every mile 1 walked found a few
more resting alongside the highway, Night came
without a ride and nothing to eat.

As I walked into town & group of poople told
me that they had just been ordered to get out,
"We had n fire going alongside the railrond tracks
to keep us warm,” safd & woman, “and for that
the cops chased ws out.” I walked six more miles
te the next town and got a box-car to sleep in.
So ended another day with me stil] hungry aftor
thirty=five miles of hiking.

In the morming I tricd to sget something to cat
from the stores but didn't succeed, Then 1 got a
Bit of breakfast from the poople living in & small
unpninted shack. It had but two resms One con-
tained two full-sized beds The other had & full-
sized bed, a stove, and a dining table. The place
wat filthy and the bedding ragped. Seven Erown
people lived in the hovel. This was & small town
surrounded by desert, and the most valaable pos-
pessions of this family seomed to be o skinny cow
and twe automobiles of questionahble g

I wot tired of waiting for a train to stop far
they seldom stopped st this small town, and amin
teled the highway, Luck—a well-londed topless ear
stopped. Between bagpage, a voung boy, several
deps, amd three grown-ups, 1 found a precnrioss
seat. The grandmother told me their story, The
fnmily consisted of soven grown-ops and six chil-
dron. The rest of the family wns in another ear
with mere baggage. “The oldost child is cight years
old, and I am sixty-eight.” she sald. “Grandfathor
i seventy-four, We couldnt make a living pleking
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cotton in Arizons, so we are going back to Okla-
koma. Wo have gaa for about s hondeed mikes,
bat we haven't eaton anyihing yet today. We
wore told that thore was plenty of work pleking
cotton, but work was scarce and grandfather and
I conld enrn only aboul minety cents a day."” Local
officials refussd them abd, and they were bogpping
their way basck.

On the outskirta of a town & freight was stand-
ing, so I left thead people who didn’t mind adding
ma to thelr troubles. But the train was going the
wrong way, =0 I hit the highway agaln, 53ix days
of traveling brought me to Fort Worth, Texas
I bad & ride with & bind man and Bis wife whe
were begging their living. (Those who are @p
agalnat it always seom the biggest bearted.) An-
other ride was with Ehe truck defver for an il
company; he was paid & dollar a day and expenacs
for wnlimited working hours. I carned a half dollar
and & meal for cloaning a chickon bouse, It was
cleven days since I had alept in & bed, 8o with
my fifty cents | Beeame extravagant. A mibssion-
run hotel had beds for tweniy-five cente, My shoes
wore worn out, and I msked the eclerk if he had
any old ones. He had an almost new palr of army
shoes that he let me have for my remaiping two
bita, 5o 1 waa broke sguin.

In the morning I had an early ride with an ofl
worker, He bought me breakfast and lupeh, and
took me as far aa Oklahoma City. By cvening sev-
eral short rides got mie some fifty miles nearer
to Tulsa. The night begun cold, and thero Were
no box cars to sleep in A friondly Marshall let me
sleep in the town jail. Tt was a stone building
shout six by ten with an iren cof and a pot belifed
stove. I kept n wood fire going all night and slept
very warm. In the morning an owner of an ol
deiling ontfit picked me up. He gave me a lee-
tare on the ofl industry and sit-down strikes.

“Tha workers I these oil fields don't have to
organize for better wages," he assured me. “We
pay them the highest wages given to skilled work-
er8 . . . These glt-down strilkbes aro illegsl and on-
American . . . The strikers have confiscated the
facteries. The mext thing they do will be fo take
everything you have . . . Do you want somobedy
to take sverything you: have worked for? . . | Do
o want & dictatorship? . . . In Ameries sverys
ape has & chanee to got to the top - . . Don't you
wiunt your children to have a chamee?™ ete.

It amused me te listen, I wondered what T had
to lose. What chance had I to make a decent liv-
img? I recalled the ride with the oil company

driver, and conversations with laborera in the ail
fields of Texas wha were pald forty to fifty centa
an bhour. The bhomes of theses workers were not
gvon palntod, and 1 dldn’t see any of them drive
2000 cars. The ride ended in Tilsa,

That day I bad riddem sixty miles and walked
twolve, | waa cold and asked a policeman if they
bod @ place T couald slesp. They did. TE was a
basgment floor of conmerete. Two boys eame im,
sixteen or sevenieen vears obl, unwashed and
hurgry. They asked how I sm making out. They are
headied for California and were having a hard
tiene of it Thoy had taken bread from in front of
storea in the ecarly morning hours, and milk off
porches. At two in the morning a policeman came
im and sald a dishwasher was wanted op the stroeet.
I worked about an hour and then the cook said
“That's all” He gave me & meal for my nbor, and
I went back to the fail basement anill morning.

From Tulsa to 3aint Loois I put in seven days
acroas & povorty-stricken eouniry of farms and
lead and zine mining digtricts. The army shoes
wore too koavy, and 1 got blisters on my feot;
but the weather was too cold for me to stand sgill,
and rides were far botween. When 1 nsked for
something to emt 1 got little except cﬂ-‘mphiﬂlu
abeout their own poverty. Between 5t Louis and
Indinnnpolis I was more foriunate; i took only
towg days. | was tired, nnd sceing severml men
standing in fromt of the Salwation Army Citadel,
I asked if the beds there were free. They told
me I had to go throupgh the teansdent buresun. As
they were giving me directions about the prnﬂ'ﬂun:
for obtaining & bed ore fellow listening sald be
hnd n room paid for that he wasp"l going Lo e,
and that 1 ¢ould hawve it

HNoxt morning was cloudy, and it sprinkled ns 1
left Indianapolis. A ride in ruebe seat almost froze
mi. At & likeable restaurant I asked for a cup of
coffee, and a young girl teld me to go to the city
community houes, 1 wasnt interested in that sugs
peation and went on my way. Another ride got me
io Fort Wayne by two o'clock. Toledo iz my desti
natiom—could I get there today was the thing
wppermest in my mind. A ride st fifty miles per,
and I'm En Findley, Ohia. It's five o'clock and
forty-five milea to go. I walk to the odge of town
fagring cars, and wendering wheiher it will be
s through ride to Tolede or just n short one that
prevents me from making home that night. A car
stops, “Are you going to Toleds, Mister? I ask.
“Yez," he says. 50 after three thousand miles of
teaveling in all kinds of weather the trip ends
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Current Lessons from the Experience of Lahor

The record shows that unisns cannot be turmed inte the
forward road by changing officials; that old line unions make
old line leaders of progressives put in office,

Card No.
X-22063

Reaction in these unions is embedded so deeply in constitu-
tion and traditional procedure, and the perpetuation of their
policies is so enforced by their general relations to society and
their current business as going concerns, that an aggressive
labor movement can be built neither by boring from within these

unions, or re-aligning them in new federations, but only by o
clean start from such a foundation as that of the . W. W,

I unbonists Jooked more to the past to avoid
repeating the errors in the trial and error method
by which labor progresses, the future would leok
amd be much betier. It & only by memory of
some type thot any Bew capaelty |3 neguired,
That labor does remember something, and doce
eliminate same of the blind allexs up which it has
gone hefore, ke shown by the fact that we don't
find the boycott manin, tha cnhni:iﬂg PANRT N,
the change-the-currency carealls  enjoying  the
vopue they ones did. Even in oor own times the
bitter lesson that wo can"t ushor in oo new social
arder by clipping eoupors or by laboer banking
has boen bearned s¢ that oven should some relurn
of prosperity be coming, we eanmnot expect our
follow workers to fall for that bait

Bait for which our misgubled fellow workers
do roepentedly fall is the notion that “clecting
good men to offlee™ in the unions that bave failed
them, will make these unions the aggressive and
progremive instiiutions that they desire. Yet that
this notion doos not work oub is one of the most
eonspicions lessons to be found in the histary af
Iwheor,

There is scarcely a labor official damned today
az n Treactiorary”™ but what got In office as a
sprogressive”. And this is as it has been all nleng.
Thore is scarcely a Inbor organization eagaged in
red-baiting, or disavowing all radicalism amd all
policy locking forward to a new social order, bat
what it has been started and kept alive by thess
solf-same madicalks

Outside of a few chobes chances for anasdult-
erated racketeering, unloms have not been bailt by
conaervative minded workers. It is the radical
ready to start something that has statied the
unbons too. A man #o0 devoeld of sockal vislen and
far-remching purpose as to quallfy ns a eonserva-
tive would meither have the incentive or Eamption
ta bhaofld & bone fide uvnien in opposition ts em-

Blareen

plopers, nor the homan appeal to get his fellow
warkers to act together through it and got it go-
ing. Even the long dend Samueel Gompers, long
the symbo]l of emft seabbory on eraff, of class
collsboration, and &f every form of tremchery to
the working class that the term “remcilonary™ im-
Mics, boasted of the rodienlism of his youth, of
Wis study of Genmmn to remd the works of Karl
Marx in their original purity. and was well ahle to
talk radicalism when 1t servel Bls porposs, (Many
amother, lacking this trainimg of Gompors, has
bmd to seczre professional radicals 1o tailk ®ndical-
imm for them when oocdsion required i)

The uniens in the Famient indastry aell esodgh
illastrate the peinl. These various “needle trades'
pnioms are oftén referred o as the |left wing of
thie trade uwnionmove ment, snd  the degree of
clams-conscbouancss shown by them has been at-
tribruted to the predomipancs of non-English speak-
ing members. But the early struggies of these
unions show that se far a8 any such “foreign®™ in-
fluence shaped their polleles, it was to make the
lot of the little business man cagier ax these pri:rple
hoped fo be Hitle business men themselves, and
they had selected Amerion becauze of their prefer-
ence for ita business and political practices. Al-
ways it was the worker with some sozialistic thnge
whe started these woions. Largely because of the
seanonn] natore of the industry, and its previoasly
smenll seale of operation which often made L &
sort of family affnir. there had ben no oppaviun-
Ity to eryatallize the sporadic sireggles inte 2 umion
unktll 18891 when mocinlist workors in the indusiry
formed the Unslted Garment Workers. In the hopes
that by doing so, they would aveid frightening
othera away, they put non-socialists in eontraol
frem the stari, jeimed the AF. of L., and adopted
viry conzervative policies based mostly on the sale
of the anien label

In 1901 the International Ladiea Garment Work-
ers was formed, given birth likewise by eadicals
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amd from the same philosophy of ereeping before
Fyou walk, turned over to comrservatives af onee.
Since comservalism wins nothing, its firel siccess
was foreed upon it fn 1907 In a nine weoks strike
of reefermakers lod by refugoes from the Rusaian
revelution; their militancy lasted Jong smough Lo
encompass the 1000 strike of J0,000 waist and
dress makers, the greatest strike of girls ard
women known o that time, By the end of the
“great strike™ of 1013, this militamey bad been
repluced by the famoos Protocol, which sourded
like & treaty bot setonlly meant the sabjection of
the workers to innomersbde trpes of petty graft

The United Garment Workers remained aloafly
conservitive, speclalizing in men's clothes and the
=ale of the Inbel to Hart, Schaffmer & Mars until
1914, when an omsted lofi wing fermed the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers on & program of re-
pMasing all this with a supposedly militant and
socialistic union, bot in reality to take op the fabel
business where the United Garment Workers had
beft off, and twaolve years Inter to eonsamate an
agreemont with “Golden Role™ Nash that to ALY
of its members locked like a company union eon-
tract, entered ieto ab the roguest of the employer,

The varicus meodle trades anions, while wi AFe
mentbonipg them, might as well be drawn upon for
wnother lesson, the complete fallure of palitical
radical groops to make sueh onisns progrossive.
In thom the lesue of progrossivism has nlmost al-
ways been boumd ap with some politicnl sect, and
it# wars with some ather mect, and resulted, as in

the long fight between the Socialists and Commun-
ists for eontrol in making confusion worse eon-
founded, in pocket books emplier and dividenda
fatter. (Anyone inferested [n following up the
record of the necdle trados can find fine alleas
ef it in Budish' “New Unionism™, or in u S0 e

of articles by Solberg om “The Callapse of the
Needle Trades™ in the New York Nation Back in
1928}

That labor should aim high has been felt by
ather organizations thap  the LW W.—and the
presendcs of the radieal in their founding is ofton
enough recorded in their preambles — shomt T
effectively as the radical exhortations that perhaps
the self same people have inseribed om the walls
of jails, The preamble of the Cloth Hat and Cap
Makere (organized |n 1901} inecludes among s
purposes: “io co-operate with the mational and
universal labor movement for the final ETRATLE i
tiom of the wage earner, and for the eatablish.
ment of the eooperative commonwenlth,” The 1914
Preamble of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
Foes oven furthor, and saye: “The sime forces that
have been moking for industriza) unioniam are
making for o closer inter-industrinl allinnes of the
working class. The industrial apd inter-industrial
orgenization built upon the solid rock of clear
knowledge and class conscipusness will pat the
organized working class in actusl contral of the
syetem of production, and the working class will
then be rendy to take posseasion of §L." {Cme might
woll nsk: If you know that much, why mot join
the LW.W. and do something about it7)

The reflroad workers have had the experience
sl of electing progressives 36 make whions af
Fheir organizations. The fiest of the railroad Gn-
lons, “The Brotherhood of the Footbeard™, formed
in 1863 by the enthusiastic offorts of an eAgineer,
Robinson, and the ancestor of the Bratherhood of
Locomaotive Enginesrs, remained radlesl for Just
one year, and changed its policies with its name,
Charles Wilsan, an engincer on the New York Cen.
tral, aware of the fast that that road was favor-
sble to the idea of = conservative union for jts
enginecrs, schemed to got
tontrol by charges sgainst
Robinson, and convineed the
members that it would be a
clever policy to assare the
roads that the wnlon would
be concerned with rnising
the efficieney of ita mom-
bers. En 1288 and 1888
strikes were forsed on the
met, but the union officlals
would have nething to do
with their sirlkes. Wilkan's
denunciation of these strikes
was followed by n similar
dononeiation af the sirike
on the Penmeylvania in 1873
when the company eut
wages without so much as
8 day’s nolice—and that
straw broke hizx back. A
tonvention was  held Im
Cleveland, Robinson cloared
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of charges, Wilson foreed to resign, amd P. M.
Arthur elected ms an “imsurgent™ I his place,
But he followed the policies of the “reactionary™
over whom he had trivmphed (o such an extent
that tha labop historian, Commons, says he “made
copeprvatism the permanent and distinetive char-
actorfatie of the Brotherhood." Their progressive
camilidates simce then have given them similar
trekfment; and led them ingto the finsco of bank-
ing and real estate. The story ix the same from
these arisfocrats of the romd to the poor gandy
dancer in the Maiotainance of Way. Thelr 1822
comvention got rid of Barker for peckoting some
£222 000 of their onion freasory and squendering
=ome FTT0,000 on beelnesa onien ventures, Them
it got rid of Grable whoe had dictatorally callod
off the sirike that year, contrary to the vole of
the membera, and thus coptribating in no small
degree te the general mess of mutwal scabbery
into which raflread lgbor got itaell, Then it elected
the progressive candidate Fliozdsl to find him fid
in the same groove from which they had ousted
their previoos leaders.

One might almoat think that men who knew
eacugh. when their cars won't steer straight 1o
leok to the mechanism of the stesring gear and not
content thomeelves with patting on one tire after
ancther fo go the way of is prédecessor, might
know betier kow (o pedl satisfactory resulis ouf
of their uniom,

The record of the conl miners is particularly
important in these days when Lewis of the UMWA
is selling the C10 to the American working class
on sssumptions that he ean give them some bona
fhle Indusirial onionism that the coal miners cers
tminky have lacked themaelves, OF eourse, Lewis did
not start the Mine Workers in their ways of dis-
trict sembbory or internnl corvuption. That goes
bk to the doys when the regnrd for poblie opinion
changed Mitchell from the battler who praciically
buklt the miner's uniop to——well here I3 how Debs
paimted the transformation:

"There wins & time when 1 ndmired snd applauded
Mitchell’s leadership. I thought 1 saw the coming
of n man. Bot, alas! little by little I have agen
kim succumb to the blandishements of the plute-
cents. He is today thelr beaw ideal of a labor
leader,™

It wns rvegnrd for pablle opinien presumably
that led Mitchell to stop the bliuminons and anthra-
eite miners from striking together in 1902, and
next year split the southoern field of Colotads
from the morthern, so that this breach of salidar-
ity wns never healed until the succesaful sirike
of the LW.W, in 1628 when north and seuthern
fields wero out togother apsis, It may even have
been this same eiteem for public regard that made
bim conspire im 1004 to have a wage cut acospted
when the unlen had woled fo sirike. But his simi-
lar methoms in later years most likely were in-
fluenced by other regards as well, for he left ex-
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tensive personal properiy already transferred Lo
hia family besfdes psaets of 244,905,

There iz often =0 m high regard for dead labor
leaders ma to remind one of the definition of a
slatesman: s secceisfol politician whe B dead.”
Bat it does no good to labor te disregard the
lessons that ean be leamed from Jabor's past.
While Mitchell Diny is still celebrated back in the
anthracite region, his deals with the National Civie
Federntion {whose preamble Includes as lts chief
ohfect *to show that empltal ean be tawght the
practicability of seenring Indusiclal peace in ac-
cordance with busingss methods and ihat the twin
foes of indusirial peace are the anti-anion em-
Moyees and the sockaliets™) resalted in the TIMWA
ruling that no member of that union can belong
to this class coltaborathon institutfon. That kKeeps
Lewis out of the WCF and hae kept Green outside
it, deapite his Rotary Clob speeches that surely
established his olgibility otherwizse. After the
ntingrs got rid of Mitcholl ag president they hnd
& rapid suceessbon of presidents who tlemporarily
filled their hearis with the hope that & renl miners’
union might be bulli—Teom Lewis, John P. White,
Frank J. Hayes, and then John [, Lewis himself
whom the miners have mever been able to rid
themsolves of since, desphiie the resentmont nronsed
by his betrayal of the mizers whe came to the
abd of the UMWA ia 1922, and his sotoematic
eontrel ever the anion with the payroll vote and the
blue sky lecal and the complete disregnrd for how
voleds are coonted anyway.

The recerd of what happens in unions that are
ot contrelled by thoe majority decision of their
mambere would fill o book of tragedies and hopos
turnied sour. The current secne on every front
brings to the mind of the student of the record
another cuse that somehow shoold be pointed oat.
In Chicage o murderous jurisdictional war between
the independent Chicngo Teamaters” Union and the
Intermntional Brotherhood of Teamaters recalls
Phillip Tafts summary of the Chicage independent
union in kis continnation of Professor Common's
uncompleted history of Labor in the United States:

“Originally 2 reform movemont againat the
survival under Shea of the Yeung-Driscoll meth-
ads, this wnbon ended by adapting these methods
fn full and improving on them.' '

Or the evenlng breadesst containe a culogy of
Mpjor Berry of the Pressmen’s wnion, now asso-
elated with Jehn . Lewls in heading Labor's
“Mon-Partisan" polltles: and one is reminded that
whils the Major came inte the labor movement
when & eard was given him while he was seabbing
in 8t Loais to get him to qult scabbing, still ho
rese to power by overthrowing the previows sd-
miniziration with a miser rebellion when it wanted
to agree with the United Typothetae for the eight-
hour day and an open shop. Since then alike in his
oxalted position in the American Llntjnu and in his
command over kis union, he has sent in “onion™
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scabe to break many a strike, even warking with
the Burns Detective Agoney to secure scabs at §20
per day.*

Why iz the record what it fe?
Is it that human nafgre iz not
to be trusted? I it that only
the exceptionally erooked become
the leaders of labor? Fartonately
It i neither. People aren't bad—
they merely have conditioned re.
flexes. And as the A, F of I
quite honestly said in defense of
the charge that §ts officinis have
grown rich with bribery and cor-
raption, its officials are by and
large a3 honest as any officials
in the public life of Amerienq —
abd neither . this o any other
country i a safe place for leav-
ing your week’s pay envelope on
the front door step avernight.

The perpetual hope of workers
that somebody would pet olocted
to some office and fix things right
for thom is what is to blame. Mo
doobt many of the most COTTHURL
of union heads sot out in the Inhar
movement as class conselous work.
eré whoe felt that it was up to
them o pet the boys to stick to-
gother and make the boss ahell
cut with bigger pay checks. They
didn't corrupt the labor move.
ment. The labor movement eor
rupted them. Even suesh a shar.
neier nx Tobin of the Teamsiors
reminisces of the days goni by
“In the old days," he says, “when men fought for
their unions there was a certain militant spirit
pervading the air, and you heard of the unlon
around the freight houzes, wharves, and other
places, you found men st meetings, you heard them
out ameng your friends discussing the plans of
thoe union, Todny ¥you seldom hear members dis.
cusz anything of serious importance ahout the
finion,

What makes the record what it is? It"s the way
the unions are built, Tt's in their written conatitn-
tions and in their traditionsl procedores, It's in
their established relations az poing coneerns with
the entire socinl apd economie life arcund them.
It's in the ruts and Erooves into which these un-
ions have worked themselves. Tt's in the make of
the car, and not merely in the driver—and chang-
ing drivers will leavo the rut and the steering
rretty muech ns it s,

The militant electod to office in one of these
unions, even though his intentions may be af the

—

SMajor Herry hap pow been speainied 1a the 1.5, Ssnaep
by 1ke lsovernor of Tennessec who tommonts on kis [T
3 cagialive apd gentleman farmes.
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bost, finds himsclf very muoeh in the position of
the fellow who buys out some store. Both are go-
ing concerns with customers and salesmen eorming

The Capitalist Press Has Corrupted Many a Labor Leader

In, 0 to apesk, expecting business to be conductod
prefty much as it was—and accordingly it ia eon-
ducted pretty much so. Union members acenstomed
Y & type of business unionism that has bred for.
tunes exceeding the offieor's salaries, and em-
ployers accustomed to avoiding trouhle by of fer.
ing the hard cash ar securing good will by more
adroit means where such erudenness seemod out
of place, and unlon constitutions and procedures
that left important deelsions regarding worklng
practices and conditions in the hands of busineas
agents and higher officers, all breed the labor
racketeer, and no deubt hawve twisted honestly in.
clined men Inte such racketeers,

Where & union s Jooked upon solely as n busi-
ness venture for “eollective bargaining™ it iz by
ne  means illogisal that the “brokers of labar
power” will seok and secure their commissions:
that the conscionees of Farrington's will not be
hurt by an additional 225,000 Per year from a coal
company, or a T. V. 0'Connor hop from pregis
dency of the Seamen's Union to a position ny Chale.
man of the U.8. Shipping Board where he did every-
thing agninst the union that he eould de, In the
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tight of business practice it & viewed as no more
oaethleal than the switching of an ace salesman
te the service of some competiter. Even Lowils ne
donbi i not as embarrased by the disclosures of
hia deals with Myron Tayler of U8 Stee] as mest
people were surprised by them. It in the logieal
tendency of business oaienism. ond nlmost eertain
to come aboot wherever contractun] practices and
constitutionnl provisions enable labor leaders to
rell their services o employers

But it in mot slways & matter of hard cach. It is
reasonnbly certain that Gompers got me more ot
of the lobor movement than o salary thai ensbled
him %o live luxuricusly, even though not a8 much
as might have been paid in other positiona offered
him, and the glery and praise that was lavighed
upan B As the nathon’s safe and sane labor leader,
It wms this regard for public opinfon—the sort of
pablic opinton that the cconomis masters of Ameris
cn ereite through their daily press — that started
the rallread unions on & polley af abroxioss con-
sorvatism, that led Mitchell to establish the prac-
tices of sectional scabbery among the miners, that
made Powderly of the Knights of Labor give up
the battles that well might have made that Order
ithe means of solidarity that American labor has
long been seeking. The role of this same foctor
of public opinion is so obvions in the current ense
of Lewis that to mention it |3 almost 20 rub & sope
toe — and the newspapers play the game ns they
though recalled and rollshed theic previous triumphs
in the seduetive power of & headline.

The dangers in the perpetuation of this record
are great. Buot they are not those most emphasized
by the preas. It will do ne great harm to American
labor that some fellow who lacked the backbone to
go look for a onion I8 compolled ts join one, orF
to accept zome Incrense in pay forced by othors
from his bess oven though he hns to pay most
of it back to the umion, or éven go opn sirike and
act like n mar when he wouold prefer to scab,
That in netoal fact {5 the exense for Inbor rackot-
eeTing that gives it reason to endure, It {3 that we
nead unlons, and these blamed things aren’t untons
no metter how they are dressed up. We need a
moans of acting together, and these are devices ta
stop us from acting togethor. We need arrange-
mopts for coming to majority decisions for our-
selves, and these are contraptions to make any
rueh majority decision atill-borm, We need wenpons
of offense and defense In the struggle for oxist-
encd, and organizations that we do met control can
certainly furnish us no protecticn.

The hazards and oppreasion te which Inbar & sivh-
Jected are in no small degree the by.products of
the sort of thing that has passed for labor unbonism
i Ametica. The rustling card in Butte by which

a blocklist s maintained, was established with the
connleance of union officlals, partly out of a
racin]l “conscionsness of kind” to keep the Finns
oot of the Butte mines becasse they wouoldn's
swoar in plain English, and largely to got rid of
thess who in their senee of what a labor mevement
cught to do, were n nulsanes alike Lo the unlen and
the company officisls. That Butte rustling card in
o muterisl embodiment of the relationaklp into
which accepted practicea pat worker, omployer,
and uwnion official I the majority of industries.
It ks the sort of nreangement that we can exXpect
W see fostered in these days of incroasing regi-
meniation and attesapd control over lalber. “The
(re Big Company Uniocn"—the CI0.—is aid oui
o function very much in nccord with such a policy
—and the worker: are few and far hetweon and
exeendingly domb, who will like the résulis when
they get it

The remody? Start off fresh and clean. Get
gk of the ruts in which unionbim has beem cast,
Sever completaly the “eatablisbed business nnd go-
ing concern” of business undonfsm by starting out
on the matier of fact premise that worker mmd
employer, ne matter how collectively they may
bargain, are In the position of ewner of the enrth
and wage-alave existing by permission of the own-
or, until, and unless we dump him off his throse.
Remember that the aim of & unlon of wogo slaves
is omanclpation from wageslavery—and that will
never be achieved by getting the boss to slgn a
contract providing for our emancipation and our
concomitant recapbore of Mother Barth. Build un-
ions for solidarity, and there will be no jurisdic-
tionnl points with which business agents ean juggle.
Build a uniok in which the majority of the mem-
bers exerclse as complote & control over ul] policies
and decision at all thmes as is at all possible, and
then the boss will bave o bay the whole works out,
for the union officiale will have nothing to sell.
And if you want your union officials to be of vou
and not over yom, to see things ss you ses them
and mpot ns your Boss sees them, change them
from time to tme, get them back on the Sob as
& wage carnuer occksionally, and keep their salary
dewn with yoor earaitgs, so that tholr envirenment
ig #ours too—for a man is ns filled with his en-
vironment 88 8 sausage skin {8 filled with whats
ever it is they stick in it

It is because of these facts that the recerd of
the LW.W. is so wvastly different from the record
of the rest of the labor movement. And the point,
if you please, iz not merely that wo have a past
in which we ean glory, but s process in motion,
and a highly advantageous starting point from
which to take off for new achicvemonis in the
battle for the good things of e for us all.
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What Excuse for Capitalism?

By
FRED THOMPSON

From Adam Smith ta Thorstein Vehlen the successive

apologies for capitalism and exploitation, and the successive
punctures that these excuses have received, are reviewed in
the hopes that they may stop someone from falling for some

of them.

Those who have roled us have always tried to
aFure be that it waa sll for our own good, thst
the interest of the saco, the interest of all things
we held good beyond our own lives, the interest
af meeiety, and what they found good to do, were
all one pnd the same.  As we have vid ourselves
of one master after another, one set of economie
notions sfter another has boen serspped aF ab-
surd; but today, 'n the lonp-winded scopnemic are
guments that got people secmingly nowhers, thess
owtworn and rejecied notions are brought up to
“make confusion worse eanfounded.”

When kings and emperors rubed for their kind
it wos simply taken for geanted that whatever
woonomse policy brought them the most revenue
without immediately killing the poose that Inid
the polden egg, or hurting the upper cruxt on
whase faver they held the rolms, was n good ccon-
omle polley. The fact that these policies made
desorta of their whent ficlds, widews of their sub-
Jecta® daughters, ruineg of their eitiex, until their
viry gods were forgotien, did mot bring into ques-
tisn the premise: What is pood for the stale is
gool. And todsy withowt hesitation |t i the test
of an economie polley: Will it kelp balamce the
budeget without soaking the rich? Selenco gaos
ever phend o moew achievements, but the seonc.
mic thinking of a ruling class never.

20 long me the great fortunes of the world wore
in Ianded estates, going from fathor to son, it was
considered & great sin to chargo Interest on money
loaned %o the owners of these lands, for then some
of the products of the serfs' Jabsr wont to rank
oplsiders. Today this usury e a very highly hon-
orod business of bamking and finance capital and
it s oo lomger sinfal to charpe interest,

When the fortunes in shipping became grest
cnoagh bo dominate over all others, it became the
necepied vlew that the nation [teelf was a great
mereanttle coneern. It was believed that whon
mare maney came in by the ond of the vear than
went out, it was good business for the ontire na-
tion, even though to sccomplish this, milllons of
the nation had to be changed from relatively hap-
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py¥ eotters fto miserable vagnbonds. And we still
henr lenrned men falking of this “favorable Bal-
ance of trado,

When the business elass in Englamd, Amerien,
snd France thought Bt tme in the light of thelr
growing importanct as A ¢lass to start running the
world themeelves, they had to challenge muoch of
the arpuments that the natlen was a grest mer-
cantile concern, and that the test for an cconomic
policy was how it affected gpovernment revenmie,
In fact this new class made its revolution largely
because it wanbted government to attend to just
two things: to grab the world for He exploitation
and to stop the working elass from organizing
and grabbing anything for itsclf. By ita réevolu-
tion it not only established capitalism, but it gave
birth to the young science of economics ns well,

An “Unsieen Hand” Discoverad

Aduen Smith loaked at the stireieg world about
him, grew eathiusiastic about the division of labor
in the marnufactare of pins, and in ol things oles,
He saw in this division of labor two objecis o
study, Ome was the fact that mon working to-
gether in this way turned out far more than thiy
woald If each worked for himeelf. The oiher was
that this division of laber meant nt the samo Gme
the dopendence of ench on the other. Tt was a
tie that held them together. It Imdleated to him
that the parts of the economic world were held
together by thls division of labor and the conse-
quent motual dependence of man on man, much as
the parts of the physical universe were held bo-
gether by the gravitational attraction of mass ta
mues.  And it occurred to him further that the
econamie velations of man te man, i studied and
found te yleld penersl truths similar te these
“natural laws" whose discovery had so caught the
faney of the times, would dispense with the setisn
that these economic relations could be maintained
enly by the ever presen: Interference of the siatbe.
Thiz fitted perfectly with the ambitions of the
business class. So the werld was soon properly
Impressed to observe the division of lebor hetween
country and country, between eity and raral dbs-
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iricts, belween city and sity, betwesn abeip nnd
shop, all busy working apparently indifforent to
what the othor was doing, bent each only an his
own profit, all in apparent chpoa, and vet sofme-
haw all dovetailing together, doing the work that
they could best do for others bechuse that was
what it was most profitable to do. In faet the
only thing, in this scheme of things, that could
disrupt perfect harmony, was some interfercnce
with the oporation of self-interest,

Un this basts, from Smith's *Wealth of Nations”
{published in 1778) the idea of some benevobent
Tundecn hand” guiding our desting so long ms
eome stute interferenco didn't stop it, was clabo-
rated by & host of writers, who whilp developing
theorios of rent, corroney and ways fo raise rew-
enue made it their chief business to show thai the
working elass shoull be content with long hours,
low wnges and the starvation of unemployeent,

“The Dlsmal Science™

Labor was stirring, and its condition wnz 8o
wretehed that even the decent-minded of the rgl.
ing class felt something ocught to he done nbout §t.
But the economista zll urged that to do anything
about it or to permit labor to da anyihing for je-
self, would destroy the naturnl harmoeny that self-
interest wounld work out by jtaelf. Refors was
damned as “misguided §dealism,"

Malthus proved to the sstiafaction aof VErY
coupan clipper apd politician, that if kigher wages
wore paid, the workers would just marey sarlior,
raist larger families, produce more anemployment
by their larger numbers, roducs wages again by
their incrensed competition, and meamwhile =o
press on the margin of sultivation that it wonld
resalt in starvation and rofn for al!, (And mean-
while the notion that workers should check this
competithon by organizing unions was held ta be
such & ilisastrons [nterference with natura] econ-
omic lnw that wes forbidden by the laws of Groat
Britain.) This masterpiece of reasoning came
out in 1303, and it was the acceplod doctrine until
quite recently despite the readily observed fact
that those with higher incomes usunlly have smail-
or families, and if anything, are lator in settling
dowit in marrlage,

It wos o time when the first epoch making -
petan wan gpiven fo the productivity of labor.
Every day new machines were changing the face
of the world. It was the steady boast how much
more could be produced with thom than with the
old hand metheds, Yet the standard of liwing of
workers in England was definitely going down.
It tock no theory te convihee sny sensible work.
ingman that he was being gypped—that the rent,
intorest and profit that others lved on was EOme-
thing that he turned sut but didn'e et.  What
were the economists to say in explanation of this
income of the upper classes?

Twangy-lwa

The snswer given by the capilalist economists
was that wealth was producted by the combination
of land, labor and capital, and that esch earned
itz abare as reont, wapes, and interest—and, of
eaursr, ax payment for the specifie earnings of
the manufncturesr or  indostrial capiialist—tho
wages of superintendence and the roward of onter.
prise. Hent, Ricarda had fxplained, wag payment
Tor the advantage of the soll over the margin in
use—that, if land conld Be had for nathing thas
produced four bushels an acre, then it was worth
while to pay the price of three buskels o WD EE
acre that would ralse seven. So as eities Erew
and pave advantage to locntions, or as the EN -
sion of agriculture brooght poorer land inte cul
tivation, the cwner of the land earned a larger
and larger share of the mathonal production by
doing mothing but ewning 11,

Interest—uwhy cortainly it has to be paid as a
reward for abstinence or people would met save
money o invest in busincss enterprise; and o
thase who conld not use up their incomes ACeUmu-
lated bigger and bigger Incomes sn the reward
for an abstinence practiced only by those wha re-
erived no intorest.

It was explained further that eapital produccd
moxat of the wealth, nnd not laber; that if & man
with muchinery could tarm out ten times as many
socks a3 he coold withouwt the machinery, then
certainly the machine turned out mige-fenths of
the socks and the owner of the machine was acta.
ully being exploited by the exorbitant demands of
labor if he did not get nine-tonths of the produet.
They didn't cheek their esleslation by flguring
what the machine would produce without the men,

And the simple fact wpon which Adam Smith
had s0 claborated-—that men eo-aperating  and
dividing the work among them could do mueh
more than they could withowt this co=operation
and division of labor—this fact was veed to argue
that If an employer klred n hundred men to werk
together under his direction thon the excess they
produced in this way over what they would esch
working alone, was really his product and should
#0 to him as the “wages of superintendence.” And
interprise should have its dee reward evon though
it be onterprise that east thounsgnds inta poverty.

In short, with sueh splendid argumonts for rent,
interest and profit, It scemed that the operation
of indusiry and the employment of workers was
n philanthropic enterprise to give people wark,
and that for weorkers to insist upon any wages al
all was an wngratefol way of bitiag the very hand
that fed them,

# & w
The Marzian Analysis

Such reasoning was foreed to take a back sest
by the analysis presented by Karl Marx. The as-
sumption of “freedom of contraet” that workers
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offered thoir scrvices of m free will and from no
coercion, was blown up by pointing out the astual
alave-lke status of the modern wape workor, He
i me more frée while othorz own the means with
which he must work to lve, than if others owned
him owiright. Like the sorf and slave, the wage-
worker works with material swned by others, with
equipment owned by others, and the preduct is
owned by these others. His standard of living,
while it may Bhave doubled between the horrors
of 15820 and 1829, cortainly did not keep pace with
an increass of asveral hundred fold in hia produe-
tivity.

Thae entire explanation of mwdern ccolomio
facta, Marx urged, was therefore to rest on the
sorples that labor consequently produced but did
not got.  The premise to start with is @ot spome
amomption of freedom of contract, natural law,
and what not, bot the readily abservable fact that
man’s labor, applied to netural resources, produces
all the goods nnd services on the market, Those
who do thia work for those who own the oqulp-
mafkt it their spbsdstenes or as muoch more pEr-
haps as their organfzed strength may win for
them; the rest of what they produce goes to the
awners of the equipment to be divided mp ns rent,
interest, profits, taxes to support non-productive
workers, as ln the “legislative, exccutive and ju-
dicinry” branches of government, cte,

This Marxian slant that thess varlows [tems of
“unearnsd incomes'" are not directly filched,
but are derfvatives from the sorplus produced by
industrial labor, indieates that the host of reforms
to decresse rent, altor the hasis of taxabion, or
limait Enterest, are of no substantial concern to the
worker. His batile fs with the employer; the job
where he produces this wealth that he doca not
get is his battleground. Thus ome practical ad-
vantage of this Marzian ootlook om cespomics has
been to forus the ationbion of those workers who
have understood kt, on the points for effoctive
atiack agalnat their exploiters,

The wiew of Karl Marx on these fundamental
questions of economics have hesomo much more
widely aecepted in recent years largely because
the histeric trend of capitallst occememy has fol-
lowesd tho predictions that natueally follow from
them, and certainly have not followed the predie-
thome natural to any economic thought that dis-
regards the exploitation of labar os the forward
pushing force in thls cconomy. To the “natural
harmony™ way of thinking, crises were nccidonts;
to Marx they were inevitable recurrences of eapi-
talism. The gemeral course of the history of our
times, s all implicit in such = line of economic
thooght as he advanced. 2o todny he recelves the
credit that eomes fo m seientlst whose forecast
works out. The test of truth is: “Will it woerk?™

Since the time of Marx the apologists for cap-

June, [RIT

italisen ard for profits have worked on othor Hnos.
The old elibis for profits were supposed to £t in
with the “lebor concept of value'™ taught by Smibth
and Ricardo and the other fossdera of ceonomic
acienes, but now qoite tabos bhecsuse of the [og.
ieal conchizion: Marxiana have drawn frem it In
its place has been reared the metion of “marginal
utility.” It s considered, as one such approach,
that in s compotitive market, as lohg as n profit
is made by producing any article, others will try
the busingas, until those who turn out this article
at the highest cost find that they make a loas in-
stead. Thus the price tends to equal the eost Lo
the margine]l prodocer. Should the price dreop,
many marginal prodacers would be wiped out.
Should the price rise, the margin would be shifped
to others whoe produced even st a groater cosk
S0 the formula while no doubt true cnowogh, real-
Iy means nothing, =0 far as an explanation of price
la concernod. Bo the question s alse offered that
83 the consumer has marginal wants and oy
#witch from potatoes to rice if tho price of spuds
rises, that the marginal wse of an item to its
marginal consumers also aets the price. And so,
of course, it alse follows that price in o competi-
tive market 13 such that the marginnl use to the
marginal consumnser balamces the cost of preduc-
tion to the marginal producer, ¥ all thai means
anything more tham & picture of the higgling pro-
coss of the markel

“The DMsutility of Working”

In rogard to wages in particular this viewpaint
(which pleases o conapming class because 18 Im-
plive that values oxist bocause of these dear par-
naitea” desire for thinga) is worked out thls waw.
From the worker's aide the utility of the wage &
supposed to balamee for him the disotility of work-
img. From the eeplover's viewpeoint the sorvices
of the worker are a ™utility' only In 8o far as he
can derive a profit from him. He has certain
equipment and material, and eertain arders to il
If hiring more workers will give him more profits
under theas sircumstances, he will do se. If he
finds that it iz more profitable to lay some of his
force off, he will do s0. And thus the wage the
worker geta is said to be, by such economists,
equal o the extrn production of the marginal
worker., (This, of eourse, dobsh't aeem to fiE iR
with the experience that you hawve fo get out the
same production ss the next man or go down the
line. But such econamic theories aren's to be ex.
precbed to fit in with the facts of life.)

However, it all sounds plawsible, and since it
réally has no meaning, i can not vory well be
proved untrue, It expresses the sctual experience
of the business man tolorably well, and alse his
muddle-keadedness, and so has been accepied as
the corrent and orthodox cconombes. Tt ercates
the impressiom that o soclety whers industry s
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run for peofita la really after all run for service,
for that i the way to make profit, and that what
the bankcr and bandlerd and businessman and in-
duostrin] magrair gel, @2 determined by the use-
fulrcss of their aervices to others; and that if the
worker does nok gel very much, it ta becsuss hla
sorvices are not very useful. Hence for workers
ta et more, they should make themsclves worth
mere Lo their employers. This has beem handed
cut in many editorials in times of indwstrial dis-
putes without the attendent explamation that the
strike, creating a shortage of labor and of lta pro-
ducts was the one and only way to make labor
Yworth more't ta the employers. Economics has
thies been lifted to the plane of Hotary Clab ethics,

Yeblen's Dhbiervalions

While the more obvious nnd arrant nonsopse of
this aystem of margical otility and ia conclosbons
—and preachmonts—were belng modified ard re-
placed by the more factual obasrvations oncour-
aged by such ceonomiats =8 Tausslg, Sollgman and
Nearinag in America, and as Hobson in England,
the pin that put the kele in the balloon of mnrgin-
al utility was pat there by a rather ermatic pro-
fesmor of economics in C'h:lupp, Stanford and
Missouri by thé namé of Thorsteéin Veblem, His
first major work made s simple shaervation from
which the rest of his precions logie readily flowed.
He mude a simple and obviona distimetiosn—bi-
tween bosiness and indestry, Indusiry iz the
precoss of prodecing things: busineas & the pre-
cesa of buaying them cheap and selling them doar
—if it is poasible. Industry i= owned by business-
min. The basiness men hire technleal exports to
Aaperviae production and to sed that the process
iz parried on in n somewhat efficient and waork-
mans=like manner, and that the product has at least
sufficient serviceability to be vendabls (Veblen's
fovarite torm for saleable). No further degree of
servicenbility is desired by the buasinessman, and
any greater degreo of servico i to be viewed as
a waste of service, imtecfering with the wearing
cut of the thing sold, and thus imterfering with a
fature proapective opportanity to sell it again at
more than it coat. Here the parpoas of business
and industry conflier

Again the abject of indusiry, as taught by the
techniciana hired by the business men, is to turn
ott plenty, to eatablish mas prodection, to create
an abundance at low coat. This will net do for
the business man as his profit is contingent on
kecping the supply down encugh below the de.
mand to make sure of a profit. And in considern-
tion pf this demand, the conflict of businesa and
industry agmin comes oui—7for where it is the in-
duatrinl outleok, the requirement of the technicinn
that supplies be mecumately Wabeled and be definite-

Teenby:fmr

Iy uwp to specification. the business man hires the
business man's spoatle, the advertising agent, to
put the wares on the market as though they were
something far more excsllent tham they are

To summarize the relatlon of business to in-
dostry, Veblen borrows a term of reproach that
had besn Burfed at radical labor, at the LW.W, o
partbcular—the term saboltage—and, defining it
as the willful withdrawal of efficicncy, atates that
the function of business &= the enbotage of im-
duatry.

But the business man's snbotage of indostry
and the comflict of business with Indusiry doca
mot end in these simple restrletions that the buss-
mias-like owfier imposes o hizs hired technbclans
and throogh them on the workman-Hike crew ke
haz hired. This is the age of Biy Buoaincsz and
theriaford of more intricate ond more cobossal
sabotage.

This is the age of the corporation, whers over B0
percent of the wealth la ownod by ecorporations.
And these corporatbons in turn nre owned by thoss
who own stocks in them, pieces of paper entitling
them—I{ they are preforeod shares—to a fixed in-
eame taken oot of the profit, and if they are com-
mon shares, Lo &N ineome varying with the profit.
The corporations may pechaps also be owned by
band-holders who are also promised a fixed per-
centage on their bonds, thoagh these bond-habd-
et can really not claim any single plece of the
corporation's property and have dobiogs vights in
conteodling it.  The actonl property probably be-
longs, if it belongs te any ome, toe the owners of
debentures and mortgnges. In fact the owner-
ship of many corpormtions is ac dublous that it &
almost imposaible to affix responedbillty for dam-
ages done by thoe corporation; but when the LW,
W, proposes that labor “takea posseasion,” or
workers sit down in their plants, these responsi
WHiy dodgers lot out a howl.

Such boing the set-up, the big business s the
peddling of these abares of stock. There are the
most galden oapperianities.

In this businesslike process of buying cheap
and aelling dear, far more ean be done ta put
stocks up and down than ¢an be done to put the
price of pork or pig fvon up and dewn, And it ks
in theee ups and downs that the busipnesalikce pro-
cess of buying cheap and selling dear finds its
pdvantages. It is not always good businesa to
kave an industrin] enterprize sueeecd; K ie mot al-
ways good business to kave pew capital funds
flow to those imdasteies where thero i= a mpeed for
expansion; i I8 not good business for example to
provide goeod hoosing. It s geod business to pros
vide frequent disturbances in the economic pro.
cess, for thiz makes up-and-downs thai those who
kncw where and when the uvps-and-downs will oe-

Continned on page 26
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MR. JOHN PUBLIC: CONSUMER

The Decline and Rise of the Consumer by Horace
M. Kallen D. Appleton-Century Co. 484 pages
$2.75.

After we' wore neck-deep in this last depression,
or economic crisis, many of our thinkers and philos-
ophers began to discuss ways of avoiding foture
ones, The President semt a commission to the
Scandinavinn countries to obsorve the producers
and consumers codperatives, Many people are now
believing that consumer codiperation offers the
vehicle for pomcable transition from capitalist to
COMSUMET CCOROMmY.

Mr. Kallen is nmong those who hold this latter
bolief. The subtitle of his volume I8 “A Philosaphy
of Consumer Cofperation”, In his building of such
a philosophy he geta far astray and into deep
water. His liberalizsm grants him Httle understand-
ing of cither socialism or eommunism. In discussing
their relation to consumer codperation he flounders
terribly. Neither does he have a real concoption
of the causes of Faseism.

In the first few chapters, Hallen ia decidedly
dull. Therein he attempts to establish the primacy
of the consumer over the producer; the idea that
society should be chiefly concerned with satielying
the wants of the consumer rather than norturing
the wishes of the profit-seeking produoeer.

Kallen briefly sketehes the evelution from serf-
dom scarcity through to the guilds and to enrly
manufacturing; from the days when the producer
had actusl relations with the consumer, ta the time
when the eirculation of goods separated producer
and consumer. This latter period produced goods
in greater quantlties bot of inferior quality. De.
veloping capitalism was producing for zale and
cavead emplor was the rule.

In England experiments were boing made in
consumer cobperation and were resulting in fail-
ures until the Rochdale Plan was established. In
tracing the rise of coliperatives in Enpland and
on the Continent, Kallen strosses that successes
were due to strict adherence to Rechdnle prineiples,
Despite the theories of the Owenites, Christinn So-
cialists and manofacturers codiperatives, the real
strength lay in retail and wholesale consumer co-
Operatives. Credit unions came at & larger date.

Juns, T

Book Reviews

Today in England their resources total $400 mil-
lions and 70,000 sccounts. Gradients in the rela-
tions between cobperative employees and THRTLAFE-
mant are discossod,

In the Unitod States the colperative movement
had a varied and hoetle carresr—hectic with prost-
war frauds costing the gullible millions, and varied
with divergent sponsars, However, Ameriean in-
dividualism kopt down growth here, In its beginning
consumer cofperation was asseeinted with the Na-
tonal Grange, Farmers Unfon and the Farm Bu-
roat. Today most of the coliperatives are among
the agricultural populations. Thase in the industrial
centors are almost entirely among the foreign
ETOups.

It can be believed that these co-0ps have saved
their members and eustomers millions of dollars,
Ameng the petroleum co-ops the amount saved is
fifteen cents on a dollar purchase. In this era of
rapidly rising prices and receding real wagos, thore
iz o growing interest in consamer co-opi. How-
ever, to believe as does Mr. Kallen that consumer
codiperation and eredit unions in collaboration with
the trade unions ean subtly change ours into &
consumers’ economy is gazing through TOAY Epe-
tacles, It j= Kallen's beliaf that eo-ops  should
steer clear of any political allinnees in order o
sucered, Without an infusion of other jdeas they
are to change our economie setup, Thers i3 a

hibliography of date on cooperatives and an
index.—James DeWitt.

A SAILOR WRITES OF BATTLE

Truushima by A. Nevikoff.Priboy. Translated from
the Russian by Eden and Cedar Paul, Alfred A.
Enopf, 425 pages $3.50.

Reading history, to most of us is like raking in
the dust heaps, Accountz of grent battles are usa.
ally glorifieations of the strategical geniug of some
commander,

Here is the dramatic narrative of one of the
world's greatest naval battles by ane of the com-
mon  =allor participants. For twenty yoars this
secount of & decisive Battle of the Russlan-Jap-
anese War lay hidden in a forgotten place. Hidden
eriginally from the eyes of the Tsarist palice they
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wore found agsin by the acthor and made fnts a
wolame that sold a million copies in the Bovior
Uniomn.

Upem the defeat of the First Pacific Squadron
off Part Arthor by the Japaness flest, the Russian
Ministry of Marine hastily asscmbled the Second
Bquadren at Kronsindt. From the time it sailed
on Octeber 2nd, 1904, until the destruction of its
48 ships oight menths later in Tsushima Siraits
by Admiral Tago's fleet, one can sense abong with
the suthor the imponding disaster,

Novikof[=Fribkay was a political sospect before
his naval assignenent. That B he presamed 1o
dispute the divine muthority of the Taarist rule.
Like many other political suspeets in the navy
he was sont to the Far East in the Bopsesz that
he would meover return. It was truly remarkable
that theae aging and rasty bhalks withatood the
18,000 miile voynge from the Haltie to the Sen of
Japan. It was still more remarkable that the ship's
complemonts with the knowledge of their inevitahle
doom preying upom them, wore able o reatrain
themaelves from muting,

It wns not diseipline that held the sqoadron to-
gether on this long vorage, but servilliy. A boot-
lkeking servility to admirals and commanders wha
rose 0 rank becaupse they were court faveriiea

or becapss they were landed gentry. This servile
depondence upsn emjly-headed communding of i-
cors, afraid to necept responsibility even in omers
goncies, and a morale that cracked and brought
aboul confusion at the first shot from the amemy’E
guns, was the immediate cause of the ignominous
defent.

The suthor deansatlzes his sction and writes
with & clear imsirht that seta him nside from the
older school of verbose Bussian fiction, Boing him-
solfl fram the poorer clisses: be does mot have to
pretend o feel what be has nover exporienced,
True understanding of his shipmates with an amaz-
ing grasp of naval practice and navigation allows
him %o write the best book on naval warfare that
héis ever been printed. Novikoff with maany of hia
fellow seamen understood perfectly the part they
were playing, fighting wvaliantly for a loat caaso
under hamdieapa, The uvtier destruction of the
Taar's naval forees at Tzushimn winz the symbaol
of the decay of the Empire and one of thoas de-
foakz that led to the abartive revelution of 1905,
and & decay that pavod the rond to the ovents
af 1917,

Thers iz & map, charts and tables of compars-
tivo siremgpth of the Russian and Japanese naval
forces, but no index.—Jlames DaWitt,

What Excuse for Capitalism?

Continued from page 24

ror eam nse vory moch o their advantage in ol
ing up with stock and letting it go, with gambling
on the price of next Year's wheat, or bolting on
forelgn exchange.

Wars amd pence nre both excellent devicea for
producing prefitable ops-and-dewns; even the
rumors of war can be turned into profits im han-
dling the fictitloms walaea of the stock cxchange—
and even should the rumors of war and the damb-
ness of those pesple who, becawse they couldn't
became stock-brokera became statesmen Instesd,
should this result im a real war whore a few mil-
liom workers were killed, it really creates a re-
markable market for goods of dubious vendibilitcy
with few questions asked, and Shus makes the
flopting of new fsspes of stocks, bonds, debents
uris, the promotion of néew companies all poasaible,
and abowe all makes shores in munition plants
goml stock worth bolding on to,

Twaniy-sin

Where Adam Smith 150 years before had looked
on the stirring world about him and seon the work-
ing of an favisible hand providentially prodocing
harmeny and efficlency and progress through the
scarch of cach for his own advaniage. the medern
economist looks on a capitallzm gone mad and
pees m vory sinister hand offering inferior and
often harmfol goods uwnder bright dispuises Lo a
gullible poblie, another sinister hand of the same
monstor stopping the wheels of indusiry to inswre
that o tribute b pabd; spother sinister hand reach-
ing out to stop capiial being invested in the neecs-
gary repairs o a railrond bed, with the result of
a smash-up and death, another sinkter Band pro-
ducing a depreasion, and am even more sinlstor
hand of the menster ringing tho tocsin of war and
sending millions to their death.

There is but one excuse for capitalism—only
omne exense for prafits and the other fraits of ex-
ploitation—and that is “that the suckers will stand
for " It's time to ond that excuse, toa.
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MAKE YOUR OWN

INTELLIGENCE

Bit Back Elll

TEST

dene the same.

Lacal Manufacturer == Hn
iwears that when better
times come business will

kring them.

John Workox's bozs insists

that he carrles Johm on the
pay rall, The local manufac- He makes parts for the local
terer boasts that he carrics manofacturer and itill hopes
John's bossz with his credit and e rise,
arders, and the bankers boast
that they earry them all,

Jebhn Workexs whe really

Do they carry John, oF does
John earry them? If vou in-
gist that they earry John wou
muey beome a professor of eco-
nomies, but if wou insist thai
Johm earries them wvou should
join the I.W. W, ta q||_z:'||F| the
bissex off your bask.

pay roll of
him.,

L & ]

Whon conditions gei a bit tough, and John's
knees pet shaky, his local paper adefszea that it
time to get real radical, and form a united front
of everybody from the local banker down to fight
the big banker back cass. Shouold John unite with
the first four parasiies on his shoulder to get rid
of the back east banker—or should he get out from
under the whele pile of them by ditehing his own
cockroach boss?

If vou still think John should anite with all the
fittle bosses to fight the big ones, you might s well
join some political party until you wake ap. If
vou're for damping all the bosses off vour bacsk,
Jjoin the LW.W, and let's do it

L L]
L]

Bomeone told John that what made his back
ache was that the bosses on his back were too hig,
ard that he should have a law passed to have
more bosses and smaller ones on his back instead
of these big ones

Juns, 1897

Banker —
He swapa shares instead of
paying income fames.

Local Banker and Pillar of
communily — withes he had

does the werk, and is an the
the man above

the folks aon his

Whe mukes the laws—John o1
kack?

If the fellow on top represents a hillion dollars,
and the next high representz & million, wounld John
be more comforfable with a different boss o
represent each $10,000 invelved in the pieture?

L] i L]

dohn’s boss has promised him that if he doesn™t
joln the LW.W. to domp the whole skedadle aff
his back, and sticks with him for ten more years,
whd ‘business picks up, he will make him a foreman
a0 that he will have someane to ride,

If business pieks up, and John sticks, and his
boss lives ap to his agreement, will this make the
lond any lighter on John's back? (We dida't ask
about kis feet.)

L L
-

Now it's time for you and John to join the
L W, W,

Twenby-seves



How We Got This Way

There are about two billion 'p-r.'ﬂ-p]t an this earth,
Ahout n third of us live in countries where Tail-
raads, machines, and factories make us call our-
aelves elvilized. We lve in continuous worry aboat
hew to make ends mest withoot a job, or warry
how to held the job we hove, and are beset with
the meneee of wars in which we may have to kill
each other off. The rest of the twe billion inhabi-
tants of Barth, though they sce muoeh less of rail-
ronds, machines, electric lghta, and porcelnin bath-
tubs, are caught in the same teap of eeomomic
insecurity, and face the same danger of military
annibilation. A world-wide dJdepression has put
wrinkles in the foreheads alike of the Detroit mes
chaniz, the Lancashire weaver, the Seuth-Sea la-
lander, elnd in o necklace and lofr-cloth, and earn-
ing a living by gathering copra shell, and the
African slephant honter who finds that the radie,
displacing the piano, has wrecked the market for
fvory., Wo are mil in o mess—a mess inte whick
wi EBave wandered in our search for security—{for
safety, and encupgh.

The Search For Safaly

The homan race has spent thourands of yenrs,
fought theesands of wars, dovised thousands of In-
vontions, eonferred and deliberated on thousands
of pians te nchleve safely and seccurity, that we
mhght Hve to a ripe old age and s=te our Foung
ones grow up nroond us. We staried ouk In &
waorld whore every créatare wias armed io attack
we and to reskst cur attack, while we poor human
beings coulil nekther {1y like the cagle aor livie
in the water: we goold not rum as Tasi asx the
rabbit nor had we the atrength of the bear; we
had no tough Bide like the elephant, no horns like
the bull, me sharp teeth like the wolfl, mo fight-
ing tasks like the boar; nor could we even defend
ourselves, like the akunk, with a fon! stench. Hut
we had our heads more erect than they, for we
had hands with which o grasp things and re-shape
them to our faney: and we had a vobco-box that
could develop language, and thus enable us to
benelit from the experience of othors, and become
the wirest of all the inkabitants of earth, 5o we
{ashioned stones to harl and cut, we conguered fire,
we rolled great stones in front of our caves, wo
made clothing of the skins of the animals we ate,
we learned to throw the Javelln and spear, we
drew the cfvd over the bow and semt the arrew
on its flight, we made as armoer, and buailt willied
cities, we bullt us boata o go on the waler, we
conguered all the bears and clophants and tigers
combined, we built submarines and torpedoes with
which to sink our boats, Big Berthas with which 1o

Tweniy-sight

emagh down the walls of sur cities, great airplanes
with which te bomb them. Our tanks wore far
tougher than the rhinecerss® hide; our aireraft oot-
flew the cagie; our poison-gas outstunk the skunk
All this we did to make ourselves gafe—and for
four thoasand years there has scarcely been a
year of peace in which we were not killing cach
other: in 1814-18 we killed tén million asldiers
mnd twenily-foar milllon eivillans: and ever fince
in & world im which thkere has alwars boen m war
we have been living in continuops dread of the
far more terrible devices for Il.llq'hl.l!lr that have
bgen  inveniod sinpe——radic-controlled Tackeis;
death rays; more powerful expledives; more deadls
gnsea! and moat terrible of all, the bastericlogieal
warfaré by which oor drinking water is to be in-
feeted with typhoid, owr clothing with anthmx,
abd opr eitles infosted with rats to earry the dread
bubonke plague—all to be dropped by aireraft
Such hxe been our progress toward shafety,

“The Conguest of Bread”

We have made similer progress in feeding our-
selvos, We sought the most fertile river wvalleys
in the kope of always finding something 1o oat.
We found we could grow our food and not have
to hunt for it; we found we could raise cur own
meat, Wo settbed and built ourselves towns-—amid
the huntsemen from the hills eided our fieldz and
kords and made themselves masters of the preat
river valleys, We were alnves and they were mas-
terd, excopt when in the wars they wages to levy
tribute from other conquered walleys, the defented
lords of one valley became the skaves of the vie-
tors, We baoilt irrigetion sysienss so that our crops
coald always kave water: amd cven fastep our
overlords built grest empires, uasing ue as pawns
in their empire-baflding, They bailc and wreeked
—they wrecked the eities they congoered and they
likewize wrecked their natlve lands, for the telb-
ute of grain they levied mado it oseleas to grew
our own crops. The land we had cultivaied went
waste; wind and vain meade muoch of 8 desort:
Tamine, pestilence, and the slaughter of our young
men in war, sl left ruin behind them. Where our
labor apd swoat and suffering for thousands of
yeara had built gorgecus elvilizations, we have
left the sands of the desorts, and the great tombs
that thowsands of s died buoilding, so that a fow
roynl corpses might rot loss slowly.

Onee sgain on the ruin of these ancient empires,
oir class, though mow of different race, set out
in tke guest of security. Onee more we were en-
trapped a8 slaves and serfs, growing ¢rops and
balkding strong castles to house apd feed those
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The eld fight of Spartacus, and the labor battles of today are all part of a struggle
that must go on, until we, the last slave class on earth abolish slavery Forever.

who lald waste the flolds of our neighbors, Our
wives and daughiers spun and wove: we smoked
and ﬂ-irkk‘d |‘."|"'rl'il't|z'. and morchants came o frade
their spice and silk for thoae frotnfs That we made
for cur mnsters, Theose merchamnbs grew rieh, and
the richer they grew, and the more wars the kings
and lords fought. and the more thiey borrowed
from the merchents, the more favors the mer.
chants exscted of them, untll it came to be that
the merchantz cither ruled through the kings, or
had us, the working peaple, overthrow them. And
we believed the tale of the merchants that if we
wounld but let them rale, wo would have peace and
equal opportunity, freedom, and justiee,

Bo we improved the farmlands snd ralsod Aew
erops, and learned to rotate them. We devised
windmills and better water-wheels, Wo went forth
in the merchants’ ships and brought back to Europe
etrange things from many lands: and with the
Chinese compass we sailed first over what we
thonght was the edge of a flat world, and dis.
covered apnd conguored Amerien, Our more ad-
venturous sons went salling everywhero, plant.
ing flags for the maorchants, and bringing heme
rich treasure to them, or killed each other in the
wars that the merchants amd kings of ane country
waged with the merchants and kings of another.
But despite their waste and wars and destruetion,
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despite the horror of soelng our homes po ap in
smoke and sur loved ones slavghtored, the worll
we ware bullding grow richer; our knowledge grow
richer: and our indusirial aris surpassed these of
the ancient world on whose vuins we had built &
new one. That the merchants might have more
cloth and trinkets to of for for pearls and pold and
dinmonds to the savages on the edges of the world,
we built great factories where we spun and wove
with the pewer of water. Our country homes were
destroved 20 that shoep could be raized where
before we had raised gardens and children: and
we with cur children went into the great now
cities, living in filth and wretchedness, making our
tiny tots slave sixteen hours day in their mills.
or burn themselves crawling throogh thelr ehim.
ne¥s to clean thom.

We built steam engines to run the machines,
ned dug mines to furnish them conl, taking down
aur women o crawl throwgh the drifts on their
bleeding knees as beasts of burden, while our chil-
dren sat alone in the dark tending the trap doors
of the mines, We worked as no slaves bafore il
ever worked, and we lived in ever gromter misery
and squalor, We heard the boast that the machines
we had built had made it possible to produce a
hundred times as moch as  our fathers; yot we
piternated our twelve and sixtesn hour shifts with
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long owt-of-work stretehes, roaming the conmtsy,
seeing our children die of hunger, and some of
us, brutalized cneugh by this progress, ate our
wvery children, We blamed the machine; and thoso
of wood woe burned, and theae of steel we wrecked,
even aa centurivs before the first knitting machines
had been burmed in the markei-places to ward off
what today we eall “technological unemployment',
Bui faster than these out of wark could desiroy
the machines, those who had jobs built new ores
that weni faster. Secretly, and aguinst the law of
thoae days, we buoilt anions, hoping thereby that
some of the great flood of wealth that we were
pouring oul would come to us and bring ws happi-
nesa; and though ever it was that the tale-bearer in
our ranks worked sguinst ws, and men wenakencd
under promiaes and threats and the sight of the
hunger of their chibdrer in our long-fought striles,
¥et the fact that we fooght nnd were banded to-
gether to fight freed most of oor children of the
worst of their slavery, removed cur wives from
work at night and as beasta of burden In the
mines, cut down our kours until we could endure
thom, and gave as hovels boss disgusting than theee
we hrd before, Opr onemployment of today is less
wretehod thar our prosperity of a eentory ago—
angd whatever brighiness and joy we have in ouwr
lives hae been achivvod by the fight we have made
banded togpeiher,

Empire Round the World

But for every triviel incres=¢ that we got, our
ever more wonderful machines tarned owt & hup-
dred-fold incroase for others. From the workshops
of Englind nnd Freanee, oz from a secd-bin, we
sprouted fmctories and machinery the roond world
over., We mude stenm CorTy R ACTOSS GCCARE
apninst the wind; we mede sieam ecarry our loads
across continents on rosd-beds that we zlaved in
the sun long hours to baild; w¢ made steam, and
even falling water, drive a mighiy olectric force
throngh the cables that we made of tho copper
dug in Buite and Africa and Chile, and with which
we Bad girdled the globo, With these mighty me-
dern means: we buile emplres such as Alexander
could never have visioned—empires tha: cireled the
earth, and yer where message: could be sent io
any point in an insant, Our =ons went thousands
of miles to kill other workers' sons, to build thess
erspires and to die with the terment of the damned.
And even as the empires of old gathered tribute
from the territary conquered, and thus killed in«
duastyy in the very stat of their power—so 00 in
these empires of the great capitalists, conquest and
expansion meant that jute was woven for a ponny
o day in Indin while jute weavers in Dundes went
ont & shilling a day relief; that copper was mised
in Chile so0 cheap that miners in Buatte went
hungry: that the work of the world was depe
moreé snd more Wwhere men wore only loin-clothe
and Erought up their children on rice.

Thirsy

Oor clazs that for eenturics has alnved for
Pharnohs, Kings and Emperors, Ffor lords and
prinecs and merchants, pow alaves for great cor-
porations. The wealth we bublt in machinery, In
mines, in roilroads, in power and plpe-lines ke 30
great that seldom does anyone attompt te own
any picce of it. Instead the poasession of a ploce of
paper=—g share of stock, a bond or debentare—en-
tities him (o more tribute than did the possession
of & whale army or whale fleet in the days of old.
So today the grentest merchant princes of all are
those who buy and gell these tribute-bearing pieces
of paper. A kandfol of these mon make war or
pence o bemefis by the change b makes in their
itock-market: they close down whole industrics
and Blight the kopes and dreams of whole nations
of peeple, to make sure thai Bo wheel turns and
e moeter hums withewt payiag them their tribate,
B here we are—two billlon people on this earth
whost anccstors have been tolling and giving up
thekr very lives thege thousands of years to win
safoty and securlty for our kind; two billion people
whoae skilled hands and ever keencr brains have
harioseed the air, the wind, the water, the oil
and coal from beneath the earth, and azed this
power to drive grent arms and legs of steel to
wark that our bare hands could never unders
take; two billion people whose skill and science
and inwvention could readily produec sll that these
twa billion and many more billion people could
ever ose; and these twoe billion people living om
nent to mothing, always in want, always imperilled
b¥ war and famine and pestilence, all becauss they
let m hundred of theém contral the machines they
hive built and the power they have bharnessed,

It is n blight that fell on os thowsands of years
ags whon the hofitirs fram the hills raided our gar-
den plots in the walieys, and we let them remain
over oa as lords and mastors. We who de the world's
work, who have mode thizs wild world over kntc &
veritable Aladan's lamp that we need only to rub
in order to have what we want, will not be safe,
and will pot be sSecare &o ]M‘l,g' A% we Lot any lard
and master hold this Aladan's lamp that we have
fashioned of oil and copper and steel for him, and
pormit him to tell g whon we cnn rub it

The great sconomic problems of toda¥—the age.
ald guest for safoty and enough—ihe endless urge
to make our dreary lives full and rich and eatis-
fyvlng—these are problems that only our clnss can
hrﬂ-pl!l to adlvé: and otr class is skilléd oand com-
pelent as no class of workers, slaves or serfls be-
fore us eveér wad, to solve them, And if cur class
does nat free Alsdan’s lsmp from the elutel of
this modern Mides, then the hopes of mankind
these many hundred ¥ears, anmd the chapees Lo
build on this decaving capitalbbm & new and
splendid social order, will go down in war snd
postilence and famine to the fote of Babylon apd
Greece and Rome,—T-G0-8.
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A PAGE OF

REBEL VERSE

IN LUMBERLAND

The time haz come, the Logper snid,
To talk of many things,

Of One Big Union in the campe

To figkt the Lumber Kings,

OFf men who went to prizon
Becanse of Laws unjust;

Of how the Loggers held their own
Against the Lumber Trust,

OF the murderfest in sunny Franee,
The money-baron's war,

Of how men fell and did not know
What they fought each other for,

And last of all, but not the least,
OF the time wol for oway;

When men of worth shall oww the carth

O “Ewaencipation™ day,

DOOMED

HIS NAME :

I go into the Tumber comps
Awnd log drives on the river;

I eamyp and mill m onever sl
My message I deliver.

I wmining and construction comps;
To migratery workers:

I preach my erveed, the erying weed
To do away with shirkers.

In sweatzhop and in erowded sl
I'm restless as Lhe ocean;

I'm not dead, I raize my head,
Where'er I take the nofion.

Although oppression weighs e down,

'l wever, never perizh;
In every elime, through endless Hme,
'l Bve and thrive and flowrisk,

Perhoaps won kaow who T oam,
' Enovn to every wation

Each tribe and race kave seen my foce,

My wome ig8 AGITATION.

A spstem iz erumbling and tumbling once more,

As spatems haove erumbled and fumbled before,
Hark! can you hear the ramble and roar

Like the breaking of surf on o voek-riven shove,

A system iz dying of oge and decay,

The props that uphold it are rotting away,
A system ix loging ite terrible sway

Der the minds of millions of workers today.

Ag clergy bow down o an altar of gold,
Az pagans bowed down o idols of old,

Their hearts, like the hearts of the idols, are eold:
They've wandered afar from the Nazarene's fold

Labor omnipotent! Rise in yowr might!

Organized : discliplined,

er fo fight;

Hasten the morning of Justice and Right,
Aol naher in Liberty's glovious Hght.
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“When Better Times Come

Business Will Bring Them”

Ton can't kid Suzanne, She works for o big
shot who has a big mouth while she has big ears.

She dropped in one Thuraday afternoon—ithat'a
her day of f—while some of s boondogglers were
arguing whether this here depression wms eoming
or going. We nasked her straight which way it
WAL

Zhe took oot her knitting and says: “Both.”

“Mom Buzanne,” said I, “that's no way 0 Snawer
a straight forward question about whether thia
damned thing is going or coming."

“Well then," she says, "it's going.'"

“¥ouo mean Bill is going to get n job!" piped in
the miEsus,

Buzanng went on with her knitting so com-
placently that H was downright annoying, aml
looking ws menfolk over opined: "I wouldn't say
for sure that Bill is, but I'd gumble that inside
af two months fwo of these five baoma will hove
an honest-tosgod job,™

Biff moved about n kit oneasy and wanted to
kmow how she figured that owt.

“Last nmight" she says "His Nibs was arguing
with his father-in-law. It wns aboot that strike
down nt Creosolo Moforse—the O0ld Man owns
moat of that. Hia Nibs was I:-t|l|'ng him to make
some kit of a settlement, amd the Old Man got
furfous—yon koow the old line aboot who got
fifty conta an hoor when he was & boy, sand what's
the world coming to. So His Nibs tald him what
It was coming to, He says: "We've gob to erente
some prosperity,’ amd the Old Man wanted to
kmow i his dauvghier had married a8 MNew Dienl
Doenocrat. So His Nibs told him there was & ot
of things they didn’t own yet, and the only way
to ot hold of them was to make some prosperity
sort of apread aronnd gencrally,

"“The O Man said that wos the most cock-
eyed logie he'd ever listensd 1o, and His Niks
told him kow it': done. '""Wo make a boom,” bo
sys’ ‘and we tell the Bloomimg world they canm
all get rich. We make contracts with the unkons
and perhape even give them n bit now of what
they'd get later anyway as business picks up, buot

Thisiy- bes

A very short story
By Walter Pfeffer

e it with bime agreenonis so they den't got so
much==and then we make them nll boy cars op the
casy payment plan.  And we'll 2ell real estate o
those we can®t clean otherwise, nnad tell everybody
to be thrifty and mot waste anything but invest
it =0 mns we cmn get 1 Inter, amd we make svery-
body happy and lend. them moncy, and glve them
mortgnges, and take their notes, and keep sclling
them stoek, and showing them all how mush richor
they are, and . . .

" "Where do we come in #at?" asks the 0Old
Man, *Why, whon we've got it all sprusg, and
overyhody 30 prosperous,” says His Niba, ‘“we'll
tell them that the one thimg holding back pros-
perity B this boondoggling, and that all reliel
nnd PWA and WPA ought fo be cub out, and
taxes cut down, nnd hove the editors and Little
Orphan Annie explain to them that that wouldm®t
toke anybody's brend awny from them because if
the gpovernment didn't take ooy money from o8
ta puat people on the payrell we'd have that much
more to put them on & payroll wheee they'd stand
a real chaneo to rise in the world, and when we
got that through we'll talk about vesoond eredit
siructures, amd money being laned too freely to
speculators, apd put the serows on, and leave the
suckers selling the stock to ench other untll we
pick it up for mothing, alomg with everything elae
that wo have s plaster on, and . . .

“idave the blamed governmont on your neck,”
says the {Nd Man, 'sad bove cvorybody ralsing
Caip with us =aying we're the raination of the
country. | want seme pesce in my¥ old age.'

“ "Tho government won"t be on oar necks, it'll
be in our pockets,” snys His Nibs, ‘and everyhody'll
be proising ocor ponerosity in picking sverything
up snd saving the blooming ecoontry—and youn
know the only way to ran anything iz to ron every-
thing"."

“Sa thoy think they can do it juwat like thas'
sayn Biff.

“Cth, no™ said Suranme, "“they're bulldieg higher
fonees  around ui'cryﬂ:iug and potting Jalee in
thom.™
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“One Whale of a Difference - -’

It's less tham ome in five of the Amorican Work-
fng Claas that carries i card in any sort of & union.
The nim of the LW.W. quite naturally iz ta con-
conteate its organizational offorta on the four out
of five whe “bolong to nothing™. But meanwhile
ane can't help reflest occcasionm!y opn what a
whale of & difference it would make if the one
out of five that is orgenized, wns orgenized right,
the ILW.W. war.

For imstance take this movie strike. If 't had
been organized in Becreationn] Workers Industsinl
Union MNo, 680 we wouldn't have thiz asparate bar-
gaining of some twenty ecafts in the first place. We
would have one anion of all engaged in the mak-
ing of motion pictores to fight ont the is=ac. And
if it came to a strike under such eireumsEtances,
we wouldn't have to ask the publie to refrain froem
geing to the movies—the workers in the motion
picture palnces just wouldn't show amy pictores [
the union decided to fight the mevie magnates from
that end of the line. Under such cireumstaneds

there probably wouldn™t be any movie strike in
the first pince.

Or consider our solidarity with our fellow work-
ers i Spain, If transport workers were organized
a3 they should be, taking I.W.W, direct action on
the fssue, would any supplies get to Franca? In
fact would the Loyalist have rum short of supplica?
In fact would the faseisl rebellion have evep got
to first base?

Of counrse, with o start of several million 1W.W.
members, the labor movement wealdn't have stood
atatls at the propartion that it has rooghly main-
fained to the working class at barge over these
last several years. It wouold have become truly a
Cne Big Unlon of the Working Class. And we'll
gamble that with that sort of a start, Instead of
us wondering how bo win strikes, we would be
putting across Inbor's own planped economy of
abundanee in mighty short erder.

Why bother with substitutes? The LW. W, is what
s pesdad.

claen, have all the good things of life.

fe all,

gagicty writhin ohe shell of the old,

1. W. W. PREAMBLE

THE working class and the employing claw have nothing in common. There can be mo peace 20 long
af hunger and want are found among millions of working people and the feiww, wheo make up the employing

Between these tees clages o seruggle musr go on wntil the workers of the weorld orgdnise & @ clan
take possexion of the certh and the machinery of production, and sbolth the wage svstem.

We find that the centering of the managesment of industries into fewer and fewer hands makes che
trade mnions wnable to cope with the evergrowing power of the employing class, The trade wrions fouter &
srate of affeivs which allows owe set of workers to be pitted apaimst another per of workers in the same in-
dusery, thereby helping defeat ome another in wage wars, Moresver, the trade undoms sid the emploving el
to mislead the workers inie the belief that the working chas have intevents in common with their emplovers.

Theee comalitions can be changed and the interest of the working clan upheld only by an organiza-
tiom formed in such @ way thet all {ts members in any one mdwirey, or in all industries, if wecemary, ceare
work whenever s strike or lockowt @3 om 4w any department thereof, thus making dn infury o one 2w fnjury

Tmitead of the comiervative motto, A fair day's wage for o fair day's work”, ive must inscribe on our
banner the revolusiomary satchword, “Abolitien of the wage system.”

Ie i the Bigeric miggdon of the werking chiss to do dway with capitalioss, The army of preduction mus
be orgamiced, net omly for the everyday sruggle with capiraliog, bue alio 10 carry onm production when
capitalizm shall have Beem overthromm. By organising :lnﬂm:rl.nﬂ:. W are {umfng the srucisre of the neew

Jdisne, LETD



The great menace that hovers over children s
not meraly that they are exploited, that they are
working whon they should be plaving, that the
carnings of their parenta deprive them of the proper

food to give them the right start in Hfe. The
failure of the older gencration o organize In re-
volutionary industrial unions menaces this cemsing
goneration with even preater handieapa, and puts
even greater obstacles in the way of their recelv-
ing the hertbagre that should be theirs.

What is to go to this rising generation? We do
not azk how many sticks and picces of green paper
can Yvou pile gp to bequeath ¥our own propeny—
we osk in what shape will this world be left to
come after youl? Will the inznne exploitation of
our nataral resoorees hnve left the forest @ waste
and the fortile praicies a desert? Will the capitalise
code of eporating only for profit have left the
minea flooded, and the physical equipment of Prd=
duction a mensce to Ehose who work with it?

t {8 bad enough to leave a social revolution as
& task for thiz coming generation that should have
been performed by our own, without adding to It
the plmost insupermble burden of restoring the
potentm] preductivity of the world thoy take over,

Thsrty =l

What of the

Coming

Generation?

That great glory of caplialism, the labor
of children i3 not yet ended. In the fields
of agriculiure, in the street trades of the
newshoy and the boot-black, even in many
n manufacturing industry, and in the
wwitatshop work done at home, the labo
of children still poes on for the enrichmoent
of bankers, and publishers, and the other
worthy citizens whoe preach morslity 1o
the community at large while they ride on
the backs of mere kids,

L L]
L

What are the social econditions under which
'!h'.':l.' ATE Tk :-'::'.jl[;:'lli":' This You expeet them to dao
what you hesitated to undertake
of enabling eivil libortiea, under the handicaps
of someé fascist diciatorship? What do wou leave
them to uwndertake the strupple with? A

2 which the

unidiey m schieme

Hlinbor
Ll da L mombers exercize no
contral? A set of union rackoteers flphting with
each other like Kilkenny cata for the rake-of fT An
askortmont of “radical” politicnl parties that have
discarded all radicalizm in oppertunistic subservi-
cace ta the “hig shots" that they know woll ta
be the greatest enemics of labor? Aroe you priming
them for the struggle with the prompting  that
cnch should look for himself and the devil tpke
the hindmost?

aver

You might de something to make up for all cthis
by sending some of labor's kids to the summos
courses ®i Work People®s College this summer.
(You ean get full information by writing to BHox
30, Morgpan Park Station, Dualuth, Minn.) But to
live up te vour responsibilities properly, it is time
to build for them waat they need above al] else
One Bip Hevolubionary Union of the Entire Wark-
g Class,
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That Five Day Week
Some Have It -
Why Not All?

The Saturday: and Sundavs that &
workingman spends at the beach, pic-
nicking with his families and friends—
the sunshine—the fresh air—the beau-
ties of nature—the good Ffellowship—
the rest and relaxation of two days
rpent anywhere away from work—these
are truly part of the good things of life.
When they are had and enjoyed they
are ours, and by no scheming and con.
niving can they be taken away, by taxes
or price increases or any other maneu-
vers of the employers from whom we
escape when we have the five-day week.

The shorter working day and the
shorter working week for these reasons
are among the most substantial gains of
labor. They constitute the sort of gains
that enable us to work to live instead of
living te work. The five-day week should
be made standard in all industries,

With 1929 production levels, but with
millions still jobless and millions more
working either for Unele Sam or in pri-
vate industry only because of the “make
work" expenditures of Uncle Sam, it is
time for shorter hours, sharter worlking
wieks, higher wages.

Shorter hours make for higher wages.
Two men looking for one job put the
wages down. One job looking for two
men puta the wages up. The fight for a
shorter working week s an intelligent

course of action from which many ben-
efits can flow. It tends to raise the stand-
ard of living, the cultural h"..'q_-l.r the in-
telligence of our clasa as well as the
wagea that we receive.

The five-day week has boen achisved
in various industries already. Let's battle
to win it in the rest. Let's po ahead to
make the six-hour day and the five-day
week the minimum standard everywhers
with conditions atill better whars we
can achieve them.

The five-day week is practical, eco-
nomically sound, and socially necessary.
To make it general in all industries re-
quires the sffective organization of One
Big Union of the workers in all indgs-
tries. The LW.W. is such a union, and
the only such union—Make [t Grow!




He Dropped a Bone

It was a fine juicy bone that Fido had
in his mouth—but that one in the water
was even bigger and juicier,

2o he dropped the bone in his mouth and
wenlt after the one in the water.

The current took his bone away, leav-
ing not even a smell by which he coul
recapture it, while he struggled in the
water with a phantom dog to get a bone
that somechow he could never reach.

L] L]
L]

A workingman produced many times
what he got as wages, and often had no
work and no wages at all as the result of
it. When he worked he worked long hours
with his boss bawling him out. When he
didn't work he stayed in a mean shack
where his wife bawled him out because
she had no new dresses.

to Seize Its Image

He listened to an LLW. W, organizer who
was 30 honest that he said he could do
nothing for working people because they
were the only people who could do any-
thing for themselves—that they had all
the power there is on the face of the earth.
All that they needed was to organize this
POWer,

Then along came a great friend of labor
who promized him laws, and more judges,
and bigger and fatter and better judges,
and justice and emancipation.

The workingman grabbed at the prom-
ises—and he still works long hours for a
domineering boss who pays him so little
that most of the time he and his fellow
workers are home getting bawled out by
their wives because they haven't bought
them a new dress yet.

Don’t be like the dog that has been the symbol of folly ever since Adesop,

the huneh-back slave, wrote about him 2500 yvears ago.

(drganize in real

power that vou aned vour fellow workers have by building the LW W,


http://www.tcpdf.org



