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A NECESSARY APPEAL

EAR FRIEND :—Your subscription to “Mother
Harth magazine 18 due .. ais v We hope
your interest is still alive and strong enough to

renew your subscription. You know what a terrible
struggle we are having to maintain our magazine, that
it is being published at a loss, and that the loss must
always be made up through my lectures.

With your renewal for a year we will give you 2
copy of Wedekind’s great drama, ‘“The Awakening ot
Spring,” or my “Social Significance of the Modern
Drama.” The latter will necessitate 15c postage, so
you will be good enough to send $1.15. For $1.50 we
will renew your subscription and give you Alexander
Berkman’s book, “The Prison Memoirs of an An-
archist,” or Voltairine de Cleyre’s book, *“Seclected
Works,” post free. For $2.00 we will give you Kropot-
kin’s timely book, “The Great French Revolution,”
with renewal of “Mother Earth” post free.

I intend to remain in and about New York beginning
with October, and am very eager to devote myself to
the editing of “Mother Earth.” Iintend to run a series
of most important articles on timely subjects. It will
be a great encouragement to me to hear from you at
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once, as it will enable us to devote more time to the
magazine, instead of constantly touring the country.
Please send your renewal by return mail.

Yours fraternally,

EMMA GOLDMAN.

T %
NIRVANA

By Dyer D. Lum
OSSED on the shoreless sea of life,
"Mid surgimg waves of pain and strife,
* Where mountain hgh the billows roll,
T'he wearied eye discerns no land,
Discerns no outstretched helping hand,
That brings not death unto the soul.

All life 1s struggle, life 1s pain,
E’en life renewed 1s strife again
On other seas that give no rest;
Yet, held by Buddha's four-fold way,
We calmly watch the billows play,
L hough tossed upon their seething crest.

No more we plead with tearful eyes,
Or craven fears, the brazen skies,

But laugh to scorn thew boasted powers,
Though demons curs’d and gods divine
Agawmst us all thewr arts combine,

We heed them not—the baitle’s ours!

Let weaklings bend the knee and fall
Prostrate i worship to the All;
The soul of man, self-centered, free,
No goal can know not wmfinite,
Must clavm o’er all a victor’s right,
Then fade into Infinity.

® * %

DIRECT ACTION-—Conscious individual or collec-
tive effort to protest against, or remedy, social con-
ditions through the systematic assertion of the
economic power of the workers.
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OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS

T the time these lines are written the sympathetic
A general strike, growing out of the strike on the sub-
way, elevated and street-car lines in New York, is
pronounced to be in a developing stage. It is main-
tained that about half a million workers, men and women,
will lay down tools, after the different organizations have
voted on the subject, and that in a gigantic city like New
York this cannot be accomplished in a day or two.

We earnestly hope this estimate of the situation may
not prove mere talk for publicity.

Events all over the country strongly indicate that the
dominating money powers have given out the order:
“Down with labor organizations! To hell with the de-
- mands of the workers!” From San Francisco to New
York the capitalists and their organizations act accord-
ingly. They find it quite in keeping with “social justice”
that the prices of life’s necessities are sent up higher and
higher by the wonderfully developed methods of modern
usury, but they find it outrageous if the workers, the
creators of their millions and billions, demand a modest
share of the huge profits. Prosperity does not mean to
them decent working conditions, decent food, clothing,
housing for the people, but fortunes for the chosen few,
the immensity of which former generations not even ap-
proached in dreams. In order to attain this ideal all at-
tempts of the workers to think and act for themselves
must be crushed.

That is the principle the representatives of the New
York subway, elevated and street-car systems—Shonts,
Hedley, etc.—stand for. Of course, they have the corrupt
daily press on their side. Also with them stands the
mayor, who declares that the men not the companies are
to blame for the strike. Police Commissioner Woods.
who sends his clubbers to protect the precious strike-
breakers and to run cars in the interest of the companies,
1S not less eager to devote his “reform work” to the best
interests of mammon.

With all that, a forceful general strike would prove a
stronger weapon than all these activities of the enemies of
labor combined. But it must not be dictated by paltry
considerations and petty craft interests. The general
strike will prove irresistible if the participating individuals
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and organizations are inspired in their action by the idea
that the solidarity of all wage workers 1s the stronghold
from which the proletariat is marching on for victory over
all the sordid social economic forces which divide society
into masters and slaves.
kK M H

On September 14th Pennsylvania State police cossacks
raided a meeting of strikers at Old Forge, near Scranton.
A number of them rode right into the hall, unmindful of
the limbs and lives of the people present. I'wo hundred
and sixty-seven men were arrested, most of them mem-
bers of the I. W. W. They were charged with inciting to
riot, unlawful assembly and conspiracy. All of them are
poor miners, and 1t was a cruel, nasty joke to place each
of the arrested under $5,000 bail, making—according to
| _ ail of the “defendants” $1,500,000.
Of course, no Morgan or Rockefeller bailed them out,
they had to stay in prison. This probably was planned by
the authorities beforehand, inasmuch as it was their chief
aim to crush the strike in the district by sheer tyrannical
force, throwing the strikers into jail and thus ending the
strike in that “administrative” way, by means of which
Russian czarism has sent its antagonists to Siberia, and
by which it also has become infamous all over the world.

Would it not be of more advantage to the labor move-
ment if its great leaders would pay attention to such great
outrages instead of closing very doubtful political batgame
with the bosses of the White House?

Motarer Earti will be glad to receive and forward
contributions. |

* ¥ ¥

Henry Ford has sometimes been called an apostle of
peace, on other occasions a benefactor and even a phil-
antrophist—three odious names, indeed, mixing one up
with the Carnegies and Rockefellerq He has never
publicly objected, but when the Chicago Tribune called
him an anarchist he filed suit against the paper for
$1,000,000 damages, charging that by calling him an an-
archist the capitalistic sheet sought “to bring the pla,mtiff
into public hatred, contempt, ridicule and financial injury.

This sombre and dignified action of the great million-
aire may bring some consolation to the many would-like-
to-be-rich people, who are bitterly envious of monstrous
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financial success and at the same time prostrate themselves
before it. They get an opportunity to learn that an income
of several thousand dollars an hour may easily be con-
nected with poor taste and absence of humor.

* * sk

According to a high official white slavery will have to
quit business very soon. He 1s credited to have made the
profound remark, that “white slave traffic must be wiped
out if it takes the last detective to do it.”

Meanwhile the latest investigation of police graft in
New York revealed the fact that members of the regular
police force and detectives were financially highly inter-
ested in the flourishing business of the establishments of
white slavery. A goodly number of them proved to be
“silent partners” in these establishments.

White slavery could be wiped out if Mrs. Grundy’s
mouldy morality and exploitation could be overthrown;
but they happen to be the very scourge of humanity which
it is the sworn duty of detectives and courts to protect at
any cost from the deserved downfall.

¢ * 4

On October 29th, 1901, a young man died in the electric
chair at Auburn prison. His name was Leon Czolgosz,
and he had shot President McKinley on the 6th of
September the same year at the grounds of the Buffalo
Exposition, for which the law took his life. Czolgosz
was not affiliated with any organization, group or circle.
His act was spontaneous and of individual character.
People and deeds of this kind are easily forgotten., But
there can be no doubt that in a social psychological sense
the motives which urged him on were essentially the same
as those that led a John Brown to attack Harpers Ferry,
or that inspired the men of the Chicago Haymarket trial
to their bold arraignment of society before they died on

the scaffold,
® % %
A DOUBTFUL PRESENT

HE four' Brotherhoods of the railroad employees,
representing 400,000 men, threatened to start a
nation-wide strike. They had been duped success-
fully for years and years by mediation and arbitration, and
1f the leaders wanted to hold their places and “popu-
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larity” they had to beware this time of repeating the same
old game again, according to the saying that people resent
it 1 the end to be fooled all the time. A strike seemed
imminent, but up rose Woodrow Wilson with a message
and a law proposing the eight-hour day. The law has been
passed by Congress and will become valid on the 1st of
January—if nothing happens to it by interpretation of
the courts, by submitting it to the test of the Constitution
fetish, or by a change of politics in the White House.
Labor laws are very tender plants. They are easily crippled
and made useless. Many of them have died of mildew. The
right to use the boycott in economic warfare, for instance,
seemed to be lawful, but it was a mistake., The learned
judge, Charles E. Hughes, now candidate for the presi-
dency, decided with other learned gentlemen in the Dan-
bury Hatters case that it was quite illegal and that labor
organizations and even their individual members who used
it should be robbed of their treasury money, and of their
saved pennies, in order to pay damages to the poor capi-
talists.

So far the advantage of the Wilson eight-hour day is
to be found chiefly on the side of Wilson himself and his
party. The political parties are dreadfully poor in ideas
and 1ssues which amount to more than a rotten fig. In
this respect they are really poverty-stricken, one of the
reasons being that, as a rule, only mediocre but cunning
people who never are visited by any original idea of their
own become professional politicians. Conm(lermg this sit-
uation, the eight-hour day is quite a hit as a campaign
1ssue. Besides, even the Manufacturers’ and Merchante’
Association may find something of advantage for them-
selves in the remainder of Wilson’s programme to settle
“labor troubles.” There i1s a clause in it which provides
for compulsory arbitration, and that this means a straight-
jacket and chains for labor the example of Australia and
New Zealand has proved sufficiently enough. The lahor
movement ot these countries has to spend most of its
energies to fight the blessings of compulsory arbitration
and have it abolished.

As to the doubtful character of Wilson’s eight-hour law
and of the good it will bring to the workers, it must fur-
ther be mentioned that it makes labor more dependent
and submissive to politicians. We have heard already
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that the Brotherhoods are going to vote for Wilson like
“one man,” and that all organized workers are expected to
do the same,

After the many failures of labor politics in the Legis-
lature, after the cruel disappointments with the ballot box,
after the innumerable deceptions by political parties, by
civic federation and arbitration board farces, these re-
newed leanings toward the political pea and thimble show
must be considered a deplorable reactionary setback to the
American labor movement.

The test for the maturity of the labor movement is 1ts
emancipation from political party drivel and influential
politicians. Only after this emancipation is accomplished
will the working people be strong enough to take matters
into their own hands and to gain not only the eight-hour
day, but their liberty and well-being as a result of throw-
ing capitalism and wage slavery overboard.

* ¢ %
DISGUST WITH MILITARY SLAVE DRILL

FTER a half dozen or more conscription bills—
A state and federal—have been fastened on the
Republic, the question arises how to create the
conscription spivit. The notion, that the soldier 1s a
human being with some individual rights, must be
destroyed first of all, and for this purpose what could
there be more effective than drill, real Russian and
Prussian military slave drill!

They have begun the game at the Mexican border
and in the Plattsburgh and other camps. _

A special correspondent of the New York Lvening
Post gives a picture of how the defenders of the
country are “spirited” up to go through fire and water
for the glory of the country. He does not want to
create the impression that conditions as they exist
in the company he describes are the rule all over the
camp, but is himself—as it secems—of the opinion,
that militarism in the end can have no other results.
We clip the following significant passages from his
report :

“Having been sworn at and bullyragged for a month
by a young regular army lieutenant, Company
has no enthusiasm for the Plattsburgh idea, 1if the
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Plattsburgh idea means the particular form of mili-
taristic tyranny they have endured under him. It is
fair to say that those who are running the Plattsburgh
idea have no intention that there should be such a
distortion of their pet ideal, although in this case they
have seemingly lacked the power to prevent it, and
that 1s significant in itself.

“But, even though the story of Company may
‘not be typical of life at the Plattsburgh camp, it is
well worth telling, for it shows one form in which
the military spirit is liable to manifest itself, fore-
shadowing a phase of it that would undoubtedly be-
come more prevalent with the increase of militarism
which would result should this Plattsburgh plan
evolve into what its backers avowedly want it to be-
come—the entering wedge for bringing about uni-
versal compulsory military training and service.” For
with the change from the voluntary to the compulsory
system, with its accompanying increase in the author-
ity of the officers, it is psychologically inevitable that
there would be an increased tendency to be like the
licutenant of this particular Company ——: his name
and regiment are not $o important as the spirit he
represents, and are, therefore, not mentioned, lest this
telling of the story be misconstrued as an attack on
an individual.” '

The member of the Company who told me the story
first hesitated to do so on account of patriotic con-
siderations, but finally decided that this being a
democracy, the whole truth about a public matter
is the only tolerable state of affairs, so he told the
story, with a comrade to verify his telling. He
went on:

“As an example of his ways—one day at field drill
he was giving the Company a lesson in how to hold
their rifles, and a number of the men, who had never
held a rifle, in the military sense, before, could not
keep their elbows at the proper angle. Whereat the
young lieutenant would shout: ‘By God, I'll crucify
some of you if you don’t get those elbows under your
pieces!” Not once, but many times, in a particularly
overbearing tone, he threatened to ‘crucify’ us col-
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lectively and individually for our citizen awkwardness
and greenness in doing military things.

“The thirteenth squad got particularly on his
nerves. The thirteenth squad is called the ‘runt
squad,” being made up, in sizing the company into
uniform tapering from the tallest men down to the
shortest, of the smallest men in the command. The
lieutenant himself is a tall man, who takes long
strides, and when he had the company on a march
he was in the habit of rushing them along, setting
the pace with about forty-inch steps, thirty inches
being‘ the regulation step.

“‘And we could keep up with the thirty-inch steps,
all right,” said the narrator’s companion, who was a
member of the runt squad; ‘but we could not sWwing
along at the forty-inch pace, and that got him irri-
tated, so he halted the Company and humiliated us
by bawling out: ‘I'll be God damned if I know what
I'm going to do with the thirteenth squad!” We were
little men, but we were doing our best to give all we
had to the cause—and we didn’t come to Plattsburgh
to be sworn at and humiliated because of our size by
an army officer. You can take it from me, 'll never
come back again, nor will any friends that I have any
Influence with come here.’

“‘Another time,” the other member of the Company
went on, ‘he went up and down the line, after the
command to ‘dress,’ picking out men who were not
executing the command as well as regulars, shouting
at them: ‘By God, sir, I want you to get your feet
ba(;k, sir!’ or else, to use his favorite, ‘By God, siry 1'l1
crucify you if you don’t dress this line properly ! '

“The” men in the Company have not complained
except in conversations among themselves, but they
look upon thein experience here simply as a month
wasted. They have been anxious to learn, but instead
of learning anything they have simply been yelled at
and sworn at until they can go through a few rudi-
Mentary movements in their positions, but they are
lost in the more complicated movements and have no
Idea what to do if placed in a new position in a squad.
At first some of us made efforts to see him outside of

drill hours to ask questions and get some of our per-
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plexities straightened out, but we almost invariably
found his tent closed. It was plain to us by his atti-
tude that he didn’t want to see us any more than he
had to.

“He has not only humiliated us as an organization
so that there 1s no esprit de corps in the Company, but
he picked out individuals for public humiliation. There
was one man who could not keep step very well. His
whole attitude showed that he was making an earnest
endeavor to learn, but keeping step bothered him a
good deal. The lieutenant ordered him to march five
yards off the flank and to watch the guide. ‘Now, by
God, sir,” he yelled at him, ‘you watch that guide and
keep step or you’ll be sent away for constitutional
inaptitude” The man voluntarily went away the next
day. | "

“When this camp began there were a number of
the members of the Company who were going to re-
peat the experience, but they have given that idea up
now. They have gone further, and written letters to
friends, who intended to come here, advising them to
stay away. That 1s the way the kind of military spirit
manifested by this officer has hurt the military train-
ing idea for citizens.”

Then he added to this picture of the unpleasant
results caused by this example of discipline gone mad
another touch that had something sinister in it.

“One night a group of us were sitting talking about
what we have had to endure form this man,” he said,
“and one said, ‘If this were a regular organization and
we went into battle with him in command, T know
where my first bullet would go—he’d get it!” And the
worst of it 1s that several others endorsed the senti-
ment—that 1s the sort of morale he has created in our
Company.”

It 1s undoubtedly true that many old scores against
the spirit that sabred a cripple at Zabern have been
settled in the German trenches and will be settled;
and here at Plattsburgh, remote in place and degree
from Prussian militarism as it is, mere child’s play
at militarism as it 18 by comparison, has ;1]rc.rac1¥
cropped out an expression, if not the actual spirit, @
murderous grudge. | |
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LEGAL ASSASSINATION

By ALEXANDER BERKMAN

UR worst fears have come true. Warren K. Bill-
O ings has been found guilty by a professional and
bitterly prejudiced jury. In spite of numerous re-
liable witnesses for the defense, in spite of the obviously
bought testimony of the State, Billings was convicted on
charge of murder in the first degree. The jury did
as the District Attorney Brennan asked them: they
brought in a verdict of guilty and fixed the penalty at life
imprisonment. This was Brennan’s masterstroke of vil-
lainy. Ie feared there might be at least one man on the
jury who would object to hanging an innocent man. He
therefore did not ask for the death penalty, but for a
recommendation to life imprisonment, in order—in Bren-
nan’s own words—“to give Billings a chance to confess
on the ‘higher-ups.’” |

And that is the key to the whole prosecution. It is
some mysterious “higher-ups” that the Chamber of Com-
merce 15 planning “to get.” District Attorney Fickert
twice repeated in his address to the jury that there would
be some lynchings unless the jury convict Billings. And
Brennan made it clear that the conviction was wanted
merely as “a stepping stone toward uncovering the greater
conspiracy.” ‘That no doubt as to his meaning be left
in the minds of the jury, Brennan reiterated that the real
perpetrator of the bomb explosion of July 22nd was not
Just a man or men, but members of “the class opposed to
preparedness.” Brazenly and with low cunning he again
and again reminded the jury that “the class opposed to
preparedness 1s also opposed to our form of government”
and that “such Amarchistic teachings are propagated by
THE BLAST.”

He waved the flag and appealed to the low prejudices
of the jury to “save their accustomed comforts and not
permit us to return to a state of savagery,” by making an
example of those who dared disagree with himself or
criticize the hangmen of Labor,

In short, it was a worthy duplicate of the customary
cheap Fourth of July oration. Brennan must have studied
Grinnell’s speech before the jury at the trial of our mar-
tyred Chicago comrades. He gave virtually a replica of
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it, only less intelligently. But it was effective enough for
‘the jury of professional talesmen, everyone of them de-
pendent for his means of existence on the good will of
the District Attorney. To think that the scales of jus-
tice are in the hands of such men! That these 12 men
have in their hands the life or death of a real human
being! That is the great tragedy of justice.

As to the case itself, the prosecution produced the very
flimsiest evidence. Its witnesses contradicted each other
over and again. They had Billings dressed in a black
suit, a light suit, a dark-light suit and a brown one, all
at the same time. Also in as many different hats. Ac-
cording to several of the State’s witnesses, Billings was
on the roof of 721 Market Street at the very moment
when other State witnesses saw him put the suitcase down
at Steuart Street, a mile or more distant. They identi-
fied Billings as a man with a rash high up on his fore-
head, when they saw him only with his hat on—on the
opposite sidewalk while the street was crowded with
paraders, And in court it was proven that Billings indeed
had a rash—on his knee.

The whole case of the prosecution was a veritable
spider’s web, as flimsy and treacherous, the threads woven
by the promise of $21,000 reward, the pardoning of Mrs.
Kidwell’s husband from the penitentiary in payment for
her daughter’s—Iistelle Smith’s—perjury.

This Estelle Smith and a certain McDonald were the
main stars of the prosecution. Estelle is a notorious
demi-mondaine. She has an uncle who is serving a long
term 1n the penitentiary, and her mother’s second husband
1s doing time in Folsom prison for forgery, It might prove
of educational interest for crimonologists to investigate
what relationship there may exist between forgery and
perjury, Estelle Smith’s testimony was of the most pre-
posterous character; it bore inherent evidence of training
and memorizing. But some of the jurymen declared, after
the verdict was in, that they credited her testimony!

The other star witness of the State, John McDonald,
1s a man-about-town of the lowest character, a dope-fiend
who would sell his mother’s womb for a smell of opium.
Reputable witnesses for the defense proved that Mec-
Donald boasted he would convict the defendant and then
return “on the cushions to Baltimore with plenty of coin.”
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The prosecution admitted buying new clothes for him,
paying his hotel bills and otherwise “encouraging” him
to do his “duty.”

With entire impartiality it may be said that the State
witnesses were a disreputable-looking lot, and that their
evidence would not convict a louse that bit you, even if
you, the bitten, were to sit in judgment.

But the jury of twelve men “honest and true” believed
them. I had an opportunity to study that jury. I was
in the courtroom and listened to the evidence. The wit-
nesses for the defense—reputable citizens, veterans of
the Civil War, a well-known member of the medical pro-
tession, men and women of probity and intelligence—
made a splendid impression. Their appearance, their
manner, and especially their intelligence and straightfor-
wardness contrasted with the picture of the State wit-
nesses. Iriend and enemy alike felt this. The alibi of
Billings was frank and convincing. The defense had such
a good story that they not only completely discredited the
State’s witnesses and unmasked their commercial mo-
tives, but directly proved the innocence of Billings be-
yond the shadow of a doubt.

To every one, even to the newspaper men originally
antagonistic to the defense, the innocence of Billings was
clear. To everyone—except the jury.

But when I looked at them, I knew the reason. I
looked at them while the best testimony of the defense
was being taken, and again when the defendant’s At-
torney, Maxwell McNutt, was addressing the jury. The
court room was crowded, and I could not get a seat. A
friendly attorney invited me into the railing, and I found
a place directly facing the jury box. The witnesses for
the defense were convincingly disproving, one after an-
other, the testimony of the State. Conservative men and
women, Grand Army men, members of the Sons
of Veterans, believers in military preparedness and
marchers in the parade endangered by the bomb explo-
ston, who might reasonably be expected to feel some bit-
terness and prejudice against the accused—they were
proving an alibi for Billings. The atmosphere of the
court room was tense.' lhe innocence of Billings was
being established by reliable and absolutely disinterested
witnesses, conservative law-worshiping citizens. You
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could feel the growing consciousness of the prisoner’s in-
nocence filling the court room. All eyes were turned on
Billings, His tawny hair reflected the brightness of the
sun stealing through the shaded windows. A frank,
manly look lit up the young, intelligent face. You could
feel the wave of sympathy streaming from spectators to
the honest-faced boy in the prisoner’s dock. The air
vibrated with the assurance of a ringing “Not Guilty !”

I scrutinized the jurors. The one directly opposite me
looked heavy, coarse and red-faced, with the peculiar
earmarks of a detective., Next to him was a pale, aenemic
man that looked half wolf, half fox. An old man near
him was drowsily nodding his head. I caught another
surreptitiously smiling, apologetically and encouragingly,
at the District Attorney.

My heart sank within me. I left the court convinced
that the men in the jury box were there to convict.

I confided my suspicions and fears to a few friends.
They ridiculed my pessimism. “We have established
Billings’ innocence,” they told me; “even the newspapers
had to change their hostile tone. All the prisoners will
soon be at liberty.”

“Do you really think that evidence counts in a case like
this 2 1 persisted ; “McNutt, sure of his case, hardly even
examined the talesmen as to their formed beliefs, con-
nections and prejudices. I am afraid the jury is packed,”
I warned my friends of the defense. “Be easy,” they
said, “no jury on earth could help acquitting Billings on
such evidence. Besides, Judge Dunne has been very fair;
he would not stand for an unjust verdict.”

The verdict of guilty stunned the friends of the ac-
cused. McNutt has hardly recovered yet. Even the
great bulk of indifferent citizens were surprised. The
majority looked for an acquittal, A disagreement was
the very worst expected by the defense, the best hoped
for by the prosecution. San Francisco is alive with the
spirit of gamble. I heard bets made 10 to 1 in favor of
Billings.

And now ¢ The conviction of Billings, innocent as he is,
means that the stage has been set for a repitition of the
11th of November, 1887. I do not want to make matters
look darker than they are, but it is well for us to look
the facts full in the face. Conservant with the local sit-
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uation, I am absolutely convinced that the Chamber of
Commerce of San Francisco—as its prototype, the Chi-
cago Citizens’ Alliance of 1886—has decreed the fate of
the most intelligent and militant labor men on the Coast.

Innocence does not count in the courts of Mammon.
Evidence is ignored. The dice are loaded against Labor, .
and the legal assassination of Mooney, Nolan et al is but
the prelude to the white terror campaign against Labor
on the Coast.

In San Francisco, as in the iron districts of Minnesota
and the coal regions of Pennsylvania, on the Atlantic
coast as on the Pacific, the war of the classes is in full
blast. We can’t save the victims of the hydra-headed
monster of Greed one by one; we can’t save them in-
dividually, I see no hope anywhere, nowhere—except in
the invincible arm of solidaric Labor.

But the Giant is blind and asleep, alive only in spots.
Too long to wait for his awakening. Even the workers
of San Francisco, aware of the terrible Chamber-of-Com-
merce conspiracy, remain indifferent, as a class. A few
unions only have aided financially. Morally the workers
are in the paralyzing grip of that worst of scourges, the
labor politicians.

What remains, then? Only this: a united stand by all
radicals, irrespective of philosophy, against the constantly
growing menace of the reaction in this country, A united
stand, and a direct, energetic campaign to rouse the social
consciousness throughout the land.

% ®
CAPLAN VS. TEXAS

By GrORGIA KorscH

DA,VII) CAPIL. AN has become a political 1ssue in
LLos Angeles.

As a whooperup of the prosperity attitude I.os
Angeles is the great Pacific coast cave of the winds. Dur-
g the lean years through which it has been struggling
s organs of business have asserted, asseverated and
Vociferated that prosperity perched upon every bill board
with which its fair hills are weatherboarded. While the
Pathetic real estate orafter—a shadow of his former self—
found no one willing to become a millionaire upon an
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acre of sunburnt beach sand and landlords were haunted
with the hollow mockery of tenantless rooms; while fruit
rotted on the ground for want of a market and people
who refused to live upon climate exclusively quietly
suicided in the parks, the voice of the prosperity spieler
was loud 1n the land.

Then one day the unthinkable happened: The Earl
papers came out with a flat declaration that Los Angeles
~1s not prospering ; that in the past two years business gen-
erally has been forced to reduce expenses twenty-five per
cent. What this burst of candor meant was that the shoe
was pinching the other foot. Prosperity of the Los
Angeles Christian Science what-aint-it variety came high
in the way of taxes.

After that anything might happen, so Ed Gammons,
secretary of the Workers’ International Defense League,
looked up a few details and lack of details of the enor-
mous expenditure by the present District Attorney in the
Schmidt and Caplan trials. These he laid before the
squirming taxpayers through the daily papers and letters
to the Improvement Associations, along with the re-
minder that they were expected to pungle up $40,000
more of good tax money to try Caplan again,

By this time the campaign for a 25 per cent. reduction
in taxes was in full cry and the Earl papers announced in
a long editorial that law and order have been upheld in the
community and dynamiters punished and that another
trial of Caplan would not be worth the price, the likeli-
hood of conviction being remote.

The candidate for District Attorney supported by the
FEarl papers, Mr. Helms, has announced that if elected he
will dismiss the Cdpl{m case, while Thomas Lee Wool-
wine, present incumbent, is shontm;{ his pure love for
justice and that therefore necess ity 1s Jaid upon him to
re- try Caplan. He states to the publu_ from which Cap-
lan’s jury must be drawn that he is convinced of his
guilt. Unkind people say the five jurymen who voted first
to last for acquittal in the former Caplan trial blurred a
vision of the gubernatorial chair for Mr, Woolwine which
they say he was seeking through these prosecutions.

Today T visited David Caplan in the county jail. He
was suffering from a cold, but said nothing about it. Te
came to meet us with the same brave, cheery smile. After
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his loss of liberty his greatest hardship is lack of ex-
ercise, that being limited to walking back and forth in a
cell in which there are nineteen other prisoners. He
makes the best of the situation, is president of the jail
club in his section and seems to be regarded by the jail
attaches with a feeling of good fellowship. He is al-
lowed to meet his friends in the reception rooms down
stairs. He is uncomplaining and appreciative. At the
same time there 1s no one so alert and so keenly analytic
of every smallest point in relation to his case. Asked as
to making an appeal for funds he said: “No; I believe
my friends are doing all they can for me. It would look
ike a lack of recognition of their efforts to make an
appeal.”

And yet he 1s one of our prisoners of war and he is
none too well provided for in the way of defense. If
Woolwine is re-elected District Attorney he will be the
subject of a relentless prosecution. His having been
brought into the political conflict will make him the sac-
rificial goat upon whom Woolwine will demonstrate and
around whom the consuming flames of his passion for
justice will crackle.

Caplan’s case is peculiarly one in which money will
count. T'he case itself 1s weak and needs only a full pres-
entation of his defense for acquittal. It must have that
because of the strength of the prejudice. It will not be a
feather in the cap of the labor movement if David Caplan
i1s left so poor a second time as to be denied the primary
right of presenting the witnesses necessary for his proper
defense.

His trial is set for October 16th. Anyone desiring to
ald him should send funds to Luke North, editor of

“Everyman,” 230 Douglas Building, Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia.
b oo

BIRTH CONTROL PROPAGANDA IN OREGON

By HarriET T. CHERVIN.

T appears that the trial in June last in the Portland
Police Court of Margaret Sanger and six associates
for the sale of the Sanger pamphlet on Family Limita-

tion has not settled for Portland the interpretation of the
word “obscene” as applied to scientific information re-
garding birth control. Carl Rave, a structural iron worker
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and one of the defendants in the former trial, has been
busy since that time publishing and selling in this city and
vicinity a revised and improved edition of the original
pamphlet. In his work he visited members of the various
professions and of the trade unions, city officials and em-
ployees, and people in all walks of life and, in the major-
ity of instances, met with the most courteous treatment,
expressions of hearty approval and offers of co-operation
and professional assistance free of charge. The pamphlet
was placed on sale at a dozen book stores and news
agencies and met with a phenomenal sale, with no opposi-
tion at the hands of the police or detective force. It was,
therefore, somewhat of a surprise when, upon offering 1t
for sale last week to a somewhat elderly second-class den-
tist (with one child and a wife from whom the court re-
fused him a divorce) in one of the large office buildings
of Portland the legality of the sale was questioned and
Rave was, through a telephone call to the police station,
placed in the hands of the police. And the humor of the
situation was that these ministers of the law all bought
the pamphlet while conducting their victim to the police
station 1n, the patrol wagon !

The case came to trial in the police court on the 11th
before Judge Langguth, a very fair-minded man, but still
somewhat in the throes of superstition. During the course
of the trial it was evident to the Judge that it was alto-
gether farcical and, in order to shift responsibility, he sug-
gested an appeal to a higher court, which was taken, the
date for the trial not yet having been set.

In the work 1in Portland one thm;r has been clearly dem-
onstrated: People are hungry for scientific knowledge
and will go to any length to get it. It was found 1n one
instance that some printers, not being able to secure the
pamphlets, went to the expense of printing some rough
copies for their own use.

In the coming trial the advocates of birth control in
Oregon desire to secure from a higher court the interpre-
tation of the word “obscene” in connection with this work
and, failing in the district court, will carry it to the
%mmme Court of this State and if need be, to the
Supreme Court of the United States. Since one of the
chief objects of the Portland League and its friends in
the movement is to secure the repeal of adverse laws and

!
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the enactment of favorable legislation, it is believed that
this offers an immediate step in that direction, and no
stone will be left unturned to force the issue. Hypocrisy
can have no place in this movement, We must face facts.
The dissemination of scientific contraceptive methods 1s
absolutely necessary, and this literature is neither lewd
nor obscene.
bbb

THE 1915-1916 TOUR
BeEN. L. Rertman, M.D.

ELL, another year’s work, another tour is over.

It was some tour. Last year when I reported

the 1914-15 tour in MotHER EarTi, I said, “It
Wwas a wonderful tour, the most interesting and satisfac-
tory of our ten trips across the country.” This last trip
was by far more important and accomplished greater re-
sults,

We began the tour October 26th in Philadelphia, and
almost every night until September 19th, with the excep-
tion of fifteen days spent in the Queens County Jail,
Emma Goldman was on some platform in America carry-
Ing the message of anarchy.

In reminiscing over our last year’s work it is not an
tasy task to tell our readers in a short article just what
Was most interesting and important. Every city had
some individual and interesting experience, every meecting
was significant, and each day was wonderful and eventful.

Of course, the Birth Control meetings were the largest
and provoked the greatest interest and, strange to say,

¢w York City and Boston seem to be the only cities in
America where the authorities have ob jections to the lec-
ture or to the distribution of “the” circulars. The same
Pamphlet that I did sixty days in the Queens County Jail
for, and for which Ida Rauh, Jessie Ashley and Bolton
"12111 are about to go on trial, have been freely and openly
distributed in Denver, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle, San
Lrancisco, Chicago, Cleveland and nearly all the large
Cities, without the slightest interference from anyone. In
ost towns the Sanger pamphlets are sold openly at meet-
ngs, in bookstores and on the street,

New York and Boston are behind the time and the
Century, Perhaps they consider themselves too important
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to do like other towns. Nevertheless, there has been more
birth control literature giving methods distributed in New
York than in any other city.

Pluladelphia, which had been denied us for over six
years, was successfully won over, and we had about
twenty splendid meetings there which stimulated a re-
newed interest in the anarchist movement that would
have cheered the heart of Voltairine De Cleyre and George
Brown had they been alive,

Washington, D. C., the city of government employees,
gave us twenty fine audiences. It was not an unusual
occurrence to see at least two hundred members of Uncle
Sam’s family at one of our meetings applauding the phil-
osophy which says “that all governments are wrong, harm-
ful and unnecessary.”

Pittsburgh, with its prosperity, where nearly everybody
1s overworked making ammunition to kill the Christian
(GGerman and the Heathen Turk, took seventeen lectures
with grace, including a large street meeting on Prepared-
ness in front of the Westinghouse ammunition factory,
and a large meeting at the Fort Pitt Hotel at a business-
men’s luncheon,

Chicago, where I first met E. G., listened attentively to
fifteen lectures at the beautiful Fine Arts Theatre. We
enjoyed the spectacle of seeing hundreds of people beg-
ging to be allowed to pay fifty cents to hear the Birth
Control lecture. Also a number of Jewish meetings,

Cleveland, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Akron, Y oungstown, St.
Lows, each with from one to seven lectures, all of them
interesting.

Los Angeles, the beautiful, nineteen good meetings, and
me in jail! |

San Francisco, shades of Bakunin! On the twenty-third
of July I woke up on the train at Sacramento, I bought
a San Francisco paper and read of what took place there
on the 22nd. I felt as I did when I arrived in San Fran-
cisco in 1896, the day after the earthquake. I found the
whole town walking around on tiptoes, I saw men and
women with pale, serious faces. I realized that
VIOLENCE makes people thoughtful. Our San Fran-
cisco experience was awful. It was the most terrible
ordeal T have ever been through during my eight eventful
years as I.. G.s manager. I begged her to call off the
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meeting, we still had fifteen advertised after the bomb
€xplosion, but she would not; and for two weeks we had
Small meetings in a large hall where “The silence hung
that heavy we were half afraid to speak.” San Francisco
has always been our banner town, and this time it was the
Same ; before the 22nd there were splendid meetings, with
hundreds of people, but after the 22nd almost all of our
friends and comrades deserted us. No one can blame
them, with the newspapers howling for blood and the
Police issuing statements that they were going to close up
all of our meetings and drive the anarchists out of town,
and with the halls full of police watching everyone who
Came., But we stood our ground, and before anyone in
Cg,lifornia had courage to say a kind word about Mooney,

illings, Nolan and Weinberg, E. G. raised $300 at one
Of our meetings in order to secure a lawyer for them.

As I remember what occurred in San Diego, Spokane,

verett and other cities, I asked myself why it was that
the police and the mob of San Francisco did not attempt
to drive us out of town. But then I remembered what
OCcurred in Chicago in 1886. The “other fellow” had

¢en hurt and was afraid and obliged to be content to get
S revenge and satisfaction “legally.” = San Francisco
taught me the dignity of violence. When “the other fel-
OW” is hurt he is very careful what he does.

Portland is a nice town. We were arrested there last
year. But this time we had four lectures, including the
One for which we were arrested. Pamphlets were dis-
tributed, and if there were any police in the audience they
Nust have paid admission and behaved themselves.

Seattle is the ““daub,” as they say over in the Queen's

Ounty Jail. We had three splendid meetings there,
thanks to Minnie Rimer, who rented the big Tivoli The-
atre and succeeded in filling it. We had many of the
striking longshoremen at our meeting.

ellowstone Park, we nearly got there, but, thanks to
€ strong arm of labor threatening the railroad strike, the

Otel keepers in the Park got cold feet and closed up the
10tel, and so we had a few days’ rest at Estes Park,
CO-loirado-, instead of Yellowstone that E. (. has been
Planning on seeing every time she has gone by for the last
twenty years,

enver 1s a lovely town, and outside of New York City
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our Emmia has more friends and admirers there than in any
other town in America (I have a few myself there). She
gave her first Russian literature course in Denver, and I
prophesy that they will be her most popular lectures this
winter. The last lecture of the tour was the most interest-
ing and pathetic. Miss Goldman was invited to speak at
the Jewish Consumptive Sanitarium at Edgewater, Colo-
rado. She has had all kinds of audiences during the last
quarter of a century on the American platform, but to
speak to 150 men and women and bring a message of jOy
and cheer when you realize that by next year half of them
will be beyond the needs of God and man, was not an easy
task. She delivered a powerful lecture on Gorky, which
was significant, as the talented Russian author himself is
the victim of T. B.s. As we drove away from the sani-
tartum with Dr. Spivac in the cool night, and as I hear
little Ben Capes and the two girls sing sentimental songs
to hide their sorrow, I couldn’t help but think that Emma
soldman has almost every experience that comes in the
life of one agitator, and T felt sure that if our friends
could have seen the smiling, grateful faces of the patients
they would be glad that Anarchism has a message of joy
and hope to all mankind. |

New York City, the wonderful, strange town, that has
more radicalism and reaction than any other city in
America, gave us about a hundred audiences last season;
and what splendid audiences they were. Twice we filled
Carnegie Hall to overflowing. Forwards and Harlem
Masonic Temple Halls were always filled. What a won-
derful spirit and discussion followed the lectures! What
a delightfu] group of workers we had! What freedom of
speech we enjoyed! Even if, for the first time in twenty
years, the lady of sorrow had to go to jail for a speech
that she had delivered dozens of times all over America
and in New York without the slightest interference, and
which she will deliver in New York City again without any
trouble. I. G.’s and my sentence to jail were only the by-
product of our propaganda work; all efficient agitators
are obliged to go to jail from time to time, and no one
should expect any different. The only thing to bear
mind 1s, that when we go to jail you take pains that the
“other fellow” learns something that he will not easily
forget.
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You know it’s very wonderful to be associated with a
vital propaganda and to have beautiful ideals, and then
watch the attitude of the world towards your work.
Anarchism is coming into its own. In the eight years
that I have been associated with its movement I have not
hiad any occasion to want to modify or change our phil-
osophy or tactics. On the contrary, this last tour has con-
vinced me that the world i1s moving, and that anarchist
tactics are promulgated and accepted by most of the eight-
hour day, the general strike, direct action, sabotage, vol-
untary organization, decentralization propagandists in the
labor movement of today.

We were not the pioneers of the birth control move-
ment, but we have done a great deal towards popularizing
the question, and as far as I know E. G. was the first and
the last to give actual methods from the platform. It 1s
interesting to note that Margaret Sanger, who just fin-
ished a successful tour across the country, has had in
most of the cities the co-operation of groups of peonle
whom we first interested in the birth control work. Now
birth control is getting to be terribly respectable. The
other day, in Des Moines, Iowa, a judge sentenced a man
and woman, who were on trial for juvenile delinquency,
to study and apply birth control.

Everywhere anarchism and anarchist ideas are attract-
ing attention Morner EArRTI magazine has had its best
year., The output of propaganda literature was never
greater. We have not neglected any of the important 1s-
sues of the day. We have devoted a good deal of our
efforts to anti-preparedness propaganda. Every oppor-
tunity we have had to assist in the great labor struggle,
we have done so. We have raised a great deal of money
for our imprisoned comrades who are in jail all over the
country, and we have helped not a few men to get out,

Yes, it was a grand tour, and the love of the 1deal and
the joy of propaganda has been ours. E. G. is absolutely
mentally and physically exhausted and has gone to the
seaside for a rest. I remain in Chicago to finish my book
Oon “‘Safety First in Sex.” We expect to open up. our
work in Chicago with a great big Eleventh of November
meeting, and remain there for two weeks. During No-
vember and December we will be in cities between New
York and Chicago. About the first of January we will
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open in New York City. We expect to spend the entire
winter 1n and about there. Friends who are interested in
meetings will please write to us at once, as our work is
growing ; last year we refused more invitations to lecture
than we could accept. If our subscribers will renew their
subscriptions at once and do what they can to help the
propaganda, E, (. will come back to the work with re-
newed hope and strength, and next year we will do even
more for our propaganda.

In Chicago E. G, will open her lectures with a Eleventh
of November mass-meeting at East End Hall, corner Erie
and Clark Streets.

oot
EMMA GOLDMAN IN DENVER

By SteEpAN BOECKLIN

N her splendid and illuminating series of eight lectures
I delivered in this city Sept. 11-18, on Russian Litera-

ture, Miss Emma Goldman demonstrated in the most
vivid and convincing manner two truths which the writer
and a number of his friends had long despaired of hearing
proclaimed. Firstly, that “propagandism” is not inherently
opposed (however frequently it may be opposed in the
theory and practice of socialists) to the deepest artistic
and cultural longings of the human race; and secondly,
that the greatest artists (those whom Nietzsche, with a
sad affection calls “the burnt children”), not DESPITE
but BECAUSE OF, their intense, restive and emphatic
individualism, are always the most sensitive to all social
tyranny. ‘They prove the most sympathetic to all revolt
against an established and unjust order of things, the most
passionately and bitterly resentful of every despotism
whatsoever, of conventions, superstitions, moral and in-
tellectual opiates, directed against the efforts of the masses
to obtain and to enjoy for themselves the intellectual free-
dom, the moral and social courage for which they, the
artists, have had to fight with their heart’s blood—often
finding only death in the process.

It was a magnificent message which Miss Goldman
brought to a small but attentive audience in the Adams
Hotel. Through the lives and achievements of seven men
—a carefully chosen Pleiade from the heaven of Russian
art and literature—one was made to glimpse, as it were, n
profile the entire “comedie humaine.” The resulting pic-
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ture was a sombre one, every inch of it filled with con-
flict, oppression and bloodshed ; with a superb and intrepid
heroism in the face of all the cruelest enemies of human
thought, human freedom and progress toward “beyond-
man.” Indeed, Emma Goldman left in my mind a dis-
tinct and somewhat fearful impression that out of “Holy
Russia” would materialize the great dream of one of the
world’s saddest and most invigorating thinkers: the
Superman of Friedrich Nietzsche.

I made no notes of the lectures and I have no detailed
memory of them. But I would like to give especial praise
to Miss Goldman for her discussions of Ivan Turgenev,
Dostoyevsky, Anton Tchehoff and Michael Artzibashef.
Her keen and penetrating analysis of Turgenev’s Bazarov
and Rudin was an intellectual treat to me: her method of
differentiating two such closely-related types suggested the
“dissociation of ideas” of the great French critic and
thinker, lately deceased, Remy de Gourmont. Dostoyevsky
received a most effective and sympathetic interpretation,
especially through the chief characters in his novel, “The
Brothers Karamazov’ ; Tchehoff, and by contrast Tolstoy,
furnished a text for the maxim, “The artist, first and last,
1S an OBSERVER OF LIFE: only afterwards is he an inter-
preter.” The comparison of Tchehoff to Guy de Maupas-
sant was most apt: both writers are particular favorites of
tirie, . ', . As fto Artzibashef, the author ot the
notorious (1) “Sanine,” received a passionate defence for
hig brusque, and, to most people, utterly false and detest-
able views of sex and sex-relations.

The lecture on Tolstoy was a trifle disappointing: Miss
10ldman is not at her best in discussing a moralist.
Maxim Gorky and Leonid Andreyev were both well in-
terpreted.

At the conclusion of one of her lectures—on Tchehoft,
I think it was—I went up to Miss Goldman and said to
her, emphatically, “I am convinced that you are more an
artist than an anarchist.” She looked at me, seemingly
horrified at such blasphemy, and declared that she was
the first hecause of being the second. Perhaps .
but still, I am convinced that it is the other way around !

Besides this series on Russian Literature, Miss Gold-
man gave three propaganda lectures at Marble Hall:

Anarchism and Human Nature,” “Education of the
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Child” and “Free or Enforced Motherhood.” 1 was not
present at the first of these, but the last two were both
extremely worth while and well-attended. The “Gary
Plan” of child education was given a fine raking over the
coals of Emma Goldman’s wit and satire ; and in her talk
on birth-control she said some of the finest things I have
heard on this vexed question since Mrs. Sanger spoke
here. Although, in deference to the mental level of the
audience, she had to utter many opposite common-places:
which I am sure she detests as much as 1 do.

If my own feelings in the matter are any criterion at
all, Emma Goldman would be given no rest until she had
determined to make Denver her residence for at least half
of the year. However, since this is not to be so, there can

be nothing left but for me and all “kindred spirits” to

follow her!
et

MEXICAN NOTES

HE new Mexican tyrant, Venustiano Carranza, is
ready to make good his barbarous decree of August
1st. Twelve workingmen and women were brought

before Court Martial in Mexico City for going on strike
to wrest a larger crust of bread out of the clutches of
their exploiters. Eleven of them were found not guilty,
while the twelfth, Ernesto H. Velasco, was made the
scapegoat, found guilty of treason and rebellion and sen-
tenced to be shot.

0 DE N0t s just for begging in a most peaceful
way for a larger piece of bread for his starved children!
That 1s the paternal First Chief whom Edmund E. Mar-
tinez boosts to the skies in a lying article published 1n
the September issue of THr Masses. That is the way
that Carranza supports and uplifts the Mexican working
class. That is his way to lead them to their true liberty.
Now Velasco 1s in the hands of the military authorities
pending execution. This act of the so-called radical gov-
ernment of Carranza i1s a good lesson, not only for the
Mexican peon, but for the slaves of the world over, It
will teach the disinherited of the world that they never
should expect their liberation from the hands of their
masters or that of a government, no matter how radical
it might pretend to be, nor should they expect their eman-
cipation through beggmg and clamoring for social justice.
He who begs 1s looked upon with contempt.
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Painful as it might be, horrible as it might appear to
many of us, history teaches us with Jefferson that “we
cannot expect to pass from Despotism to Liberty in a
feather bed” and that “the tree of Liberty must be re-
freshed from time to time with the blood of libertarians
and that of tyrants, for it is its natural manure.”

% * *

Moloch, the bloody god of Capitalism, has claimed an-
other victim,

Eugenio Alzalde has been murdered by a Texas prison
guard.

It will be remembered that on September 11th, 1913,
J. M. Rangel, Charles Cline, Eugenio Alzalde and 14 other
comrades, all Mexicans but Cline, who is an American,
were assaulted in the neighborhood of Carrizo Springs.
Tex., by a gang of ruffians, upholders of law and order,
who, without warning, murdered Silvestre Lomas. Our
comrades then took as prisoners two of their assailants,
Deputy Sheritfs Eugene Buck and Candelario Ortiz, with
the idea of releasing them at the border on their way to
Mexico, whither they were going to offer their very lives
for the emancipation of the working class fighting under
the Red Flag of “Land and Liberty.”

On September 12th Officer Ortiz hung back of the
others of the group until he and his guard, José¢ Guerra,
were far in the rear. Suddenly Ortiz attempted to grab
Guerra’s gun and club him to the ground. A scuffle en-
sued and Guerra, in self-defense, killed Ortiz, before the
others could interfere. During the day a group of officers
appeared, demanded the surrender of Buck, a parley was
h.el(l and the officers entered into a written agreement,
signed by Jesse J. Campbell, to the effect that the group
of workers would be allowed to continue toward Mexico
undisturbed. Then Buck was surrendered.

The sun had not yet risen on the morning of Septem-
ber 13th, while the group of toilers were still asleep, se-
cure on Campbell’s pledge that they would be left un-
molested, when all of a sudden, without even a demand
for surrender, Campbell, Buck and a large posse of pro-
fessional murderers and savage cowboys poured lead on
our unwarned comrades.

Juan Rincon, Jr., was killed and J. A, Cisneros and 1.
L. Vasquez badly wounded. The others were taken pris-
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oners, and Jose Guerra, the one who in self-defense killed
Ortiz, mysteriously disappeared. It is said that he was
murdered by Buck and Campbell to avoid his saving the
other workers with his confession of having killed Deputy
Sheriff Candelario Ortiz; the same charge was made
against all the other fourteen workingmen, they were
thrown into jail and speedily railroaded to the peniten-
tiary, several of them for life and others to serve different
heavy terms, although innocent.

J. A. Serrato succeeded in breaking away from the
penitentiary. He is now a happy man fighting for Land
and Liberty in the southern Mexican mountains, while
the others, less fortunate, are being murdered one after
the other at the hands of their guards.

Lucio R. Ortiz, for instance, was murdered in Camp
No. 1, at Perry Landing, Tex., a year ago, September 2nd,
1915, just because instead of looking forward he turned
his head to look at the face of his assassin who spoke at
his side while he was in line of march. His murderer
never has been bothered.

And 1n the middle of last August our comrade, Eugenio
Alzalde, was murdered at the Penal Camp No. 3, at Perry
Landing, Tex. In this respect our correspondent says:
“Alzalde was killed by a blow in the back of his head with
an iron bar, delivered by a mirmidon because Alzalde
could not work any longer.” These few words contain a
great tragedy! That 1s the fate that awaits Rangel, Cline
and the others still alive 1f nothing is done for them! And
yet the upper classes raise a howl at the sight of the
dagger or the revolver of a Czolgosz, a Caserio or a
Pardifias!

Still the cattle-like masses cling to the stupid idea that
authority 1s instituted to impart justice and to protect the
weak from the strong. Still they turn their sheep-like
eyes to their masters begging for justice!

In the face of such crimes of those in power, the time
approaches closer when the workers of this country will
be forced by circumstances to leave their tools and take to
the liberating gun and sword,

| ENRrRIQUE Frores MaGon,
Editor of “Regeneracion.”

L.os Angeles, Cal., Sept. 20th, 1916.
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WAR BLESSINGS IN RUSSIA
ABOUT the present spirit in Russia, developed by the

war, Maxim Gorky writes in a correspondence to
~ American newspapers :

Since the day when we were deprived of vodka we be-
gan to become intoxicated with words.

Love for loud, well-sounding words has always been
characteristic of Russians, but the abuse of words has
hever spread over Russia in such a wide stream as it has
Spread since the beginning of the war.

Boasting of Russia’s might, of the “disinterestedness of
the Russian soul” and of old qualities peculiar to us alone
—this boasting in verse and in prose was deafening, like
the tolling of Moscow bells.

And, as has always been the case, in moments of 2
Catastrophe, the scoundrels shouted loudest.

Now it has become clear, beyond the shadow of a doubt,
that in the world’s misfortune, which is the most tragic
for Russia, we demonstrated, and are now demonstrating,
the least amount of feeling and virtue as citizens.

I suppose it is not necessary to submit proofs as to our
Social decay and rottenness, these proofs are in evidence
before our eyes.

Plunder is everywhere in Russia, the most shameless

thievery, debauchery, wild orgies, everybody knows about
these excesses.

Making enormous sums of money, without hard work,
Without worry, the dram shops and the theaters are packed
to overcrowding.

! . ® .
A’ passionate mania has developed for luxuries.

The Jewelers are doing a thriving business. There are
People who, striving to console themselves and others, say
that such orgies are going on also among our enemies and
our alljes,

Of course, there are everywhere plenty of shameless
tL];GVeS and grafters who are richly bred and fed by the

r.

But I have good reason to know that to citizens of
Western Europe, even to our enemies, the word “father-
?nd” has a definite significance that Russians cannot feel.

Or they are not citizens, not masters of their land, but
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ierely dwellers, subjected on every side to the will of
others. -

In Russia our functionaries are stealing more exten-
sively and more 9ha11'161f,ssly than in any other war
country,

Several years ago the Russian people made an ele-
mental but powerful effort to unfasten their hands, to
open their mouths.

The effort resulted in failure; nevertheless, it should be
valued highly, for it was the first expression of the will of
the people 1n all our history.

We are leading a very bad, horribly unclean, dishonest
and cold life. It 1s necessary for us to exert our power of
will in order that we may be able to stand up and as a
united people take up the work of self-defense against the

enemies nearest us.
o efoedoeds

BOOK REVIEW

Tue SmMALL FAMILy SysTEM™

HIS book is a discussion of the question, “Is artificial
T restriction of the size of families injurious to health
and morality ?”° It 1s written in a concise yet com-
prehensive style, and its dispassionate treatment of the
subject will commend itself to all who wish to study the
claims advanced on both sides in an unprejudiced frame
of mind. The scope of the book is indicated by the fol-
fowing list of titles of the chapters into which it 1s divided:
Ifm(')pmuma of Medical Authorities; IT.—Opinions of
Clerical Authorities ; I11.—Conduct of _A..utho-rities; IV.—
The Public Health—Birth, Death, and Infantile Mortality
Tables, England, Germany, France, Holland, Australia,
and New Zealand; V..—Do Preventive Methods Cause
Cancer? VI.—Morality, Crime, Alcoholism, Pauperism,
Sex Morality, Divorce, lllegitimacy, Disease; VI1l.—
General Conclusions; VIII.—Family Limitation and So-
cial Retorm: 1X = THe Judgment of the Hungarian
Medical Senate. The value of the book is much enhanced
by 13 diagrams illustrating the groups of facts treated.
Altogether aside from its brief and lucid presentation of
the Su})](}(t the book is a model of controversial style.

*By 'C. V. Drysdale, D. Sc. (Lond.) Price $1.00; 10 cents
postage.




MoTHER EARTH 055

Though the author is profoundly convinced of the advan-
tafges, individual and social, of the small family system,
his views are advanced with entire absence of extrava-
gant statement, and his opponents are extensively, even
generously, quoted. The controversialist i a field like
this where prejudice and reason are so violently opposed
1S apt to destroy his power of persuasion by a pardonable
vigor of expression, but not once in this book does the
author lose his poise, and the result is a calmly scientific,
non-irritating, yet convincing treatment of the subject.
No a priori “what-would-happen-if” arguments are em-
quyed ; instead, the author simply points to facts as they
CXist where the restriction of size of families has been
Practiced. He reasons from solid facts, cold govern-
Mmental figures, and sad havoc these make of the theories
Opposing the artificially limited family on social or moral
grounds. It i1s not a sensational book, nevertheless, it
holds surprises even for many passing as well informed.
¢ heartily recommend it.

SLEWARTD KERR,

» . _ BIRTH CONTROL COLLECTIONS.

= M. meetings, Clevelanido i oviiiesiviiiiiiiiiis, $20.50
g = IMeetings, LIENVEr it v viiiniyy Sl o 39.00
B G meekings, Los Angelii i i i i 30.36
B G. meetings, Qeleland ..., oo oivin i it . 1690
B G, meetings, San Franciieo. i vivii i v i, 18.80
: (5;} pocand meeting, Denver......... .i o i 8.00
($25.00 sent to Van Kleek Allison, Boston, for B. C. trial.)
E o ‘ COLLECTIQNS MAGON BROS.
R g JQW{Sh eeting, CIeVEIBAY .« . o0 ov iavaine $16.50
T“&)q :.An_leetln_g:z, Los Angeles... i vivansoiviilivg e, 65.02
S SHRCIEN SOCIRL s v v e B A et R i 46.00
Sevaia TR e W e e R S 20.00
e SRSl B L e e G e 21.50
e vaE Blertiel ol e 1.00
(Money forwarded.)
; G & B,
5003111, EOL Ammeles ol L e $43.70

L 30 Tranelite . e e 23.00
(Money sent to them.)

DEFENSE FUND SAN FRANCISCO LABOR
C PRISONERS.
ollected by Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman.

_0_11_ectcd at E, G, San Francisco lectures:
. Lizzul

liss Buckbee
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e - el e T R e e 2.00
oo by R R e e e s D B 1.00
Saphia Resenthal . .. e 2.00
SEWAD G b e s T LR e 1.00
e e T RS RS R e 5.00
U ke s BEPLIRE SR L OGS G e i e B R 1.00
T i B e e e e g e e S 2,00
LB i e e s 1.00
AT Vi - e e e R T o e R g 1.00
e R R G R e s e 1.00
SRLIEE HAErOVILE (. bl i O e T 5.00
A e S R R L L el e e 5.00
BEERIE INIMeIman - e 5.00
T IR e R RO U SR R e 1,00
el A S s 1.00
bosy PSR e SR TR S R R S A T e .50
Ve o R ERR ARG C SRR T s D R e s L e [ 2.00
JONIBIIRY it G e 2.00
DAL LAWBOM i, RS R R S T 2.00
LR R TR R R e T e j 2.30
Collected by A.B, at Oakland Plenie., ... L. . 0000 17.20
Ll e SR s L e e 25.00
Collection per E. G., Seattle and Portland.......... 18.65
LT RORE BritT b bi i ivisiidc i i e 5.00
ke Tl L R S S S L R 200,00
LB Misher, per Rosemihal o . 0 0 0 iiohiv i 5.00
(. Barazzone and friends, West Frankfort, Ill...... 1.50
o Menlon. Hood CRIE .0 anin i v i, 3.00
DIETY pud Stephen BUPCH . i do il an vns s 10.00
B BENE S SR BTROCIBCD e e i i 2.00
Fosenn b Angelo, Wilmmaton, Dell o o 0l 1.00
BE 1 PEIERRPAM it e 5.00
L 000 IO IrTiend, DO s B i it e 1,000.00
AL e DErRNIAN, SAN FIENCIECO o i i ety tan i 5.00
T R e e s e e e e e e 2.50
SO U e F R i B n e L 2.00
ke oetiag. DEROBY i 22.00
¢y | (AGEE ORI SO DR e s S RO $1,382.65
Turned over to the defense by Alexander Berkman:
g, Y R e e R e B R s $100.00
ey RODETY NINOE LPERE. v vl N T ey O s 200,00
Fer Rovert Mnor, L18R8. . i s iinisniibiininiey 1,000.00
O DOINONEDE DOt B, N, i vinitririod vt onarites 25.00
S0 AR NOIBY cviviiiiibidiiviitiiics v R G 11.00
ey RobDart MInor, LTeas, Jiveiiiisiiic i bad e 10.00
ey Robert NInor, LTeA ool iiv ivivivisniiioivin 14.605
Jotel L R e e B $1,360.65

EMMA GOILDMAN,
ALEXANDER BERKMAN.
September 15, 1016.



Are you really opposed to the war and are you anxious te deo
| antl-military propaganda? Then help spread

- Anti-Military Literature

| Preparedneﬁs, the Road to Universal Slaughter
| By Emma Goldman, 5c. each, $2.50 a hundred

. Patriotism, a Menace to NLiberty
By Emma Goldman, 5S¢, each, $2.50 a hundred

War and Capitalism

By Peter Kropotkin, 5¢. each ,
| The Last war
| By George Barrett, 5c¢. each

The Best Literature on
Birth Control :

(None give actual methods)

@ Ve . e
Moruer Earra,” April issue, price 10c, postage 1 cent
€ ; )
The Sexual Question,” By August Forel

sfee . S i $1.60. 16¢
‘The Limitation of Offspring,” By Dr.
. willmm | Reblakea . ..¢ . . ... 1.00 10c
The Small Family System,” By Dr. C.
L V. Dtyedale ... . i i 1.00 10e¢
The Right To Be Well Born,” By Moses
. thatman ..., el e 25 bc
What Every Mother Should Know,” By
5 Wargaret Sanper ... .. 0.0 20 BC
What Every Girl Should Know,” By
. Mlogueet Sanper-.. .0 L0 a0 BC
The Awakening of Spring,” By Frank
sredeleind (paper) .. ..o B0 . Do
Send $5.00 to Mother Earth and get the whole set
postpaid. |
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ANARCHIST AND SEX LITERATURE
FOR SALE BY
Motuir EArTH, 20 East 125th b5t., New York
By EMMA GOLDMAN
Postage
Anarchism and Other Hssays (with Blography)...... $1.00 A0
Social Significance of the Modern Drama...ceeo00ee esvs 100 A0
Anarchism and What It Really Stands For..... ivise 30
Syndlcallsm IIli‘I'tlil'l0‘.‘!I-!!Iiii!i‘!l!i"!“‘..’.lti lm
PYeparcdnens  ...vccivisvvsnvnsaiivie vo s e S iaN A ssis WU
Patri{'tinm llllllll LRI B B R R R B B R S R B R RN OEE RN N B N RS B R OB OB MM S G R B B iw
Marriage and LoOVe.....ciconvivnn e L e S e e 11
# Philosophy of Athelsm and Fallure of Christianity.. .10
' By PETER EROPOTKIN
The Great French Revolution, 1780-—--17938.. ivisisis BAOU 80
Muatual AlQd  .iioiiiiiiins ssbb it kil vy veisrsvitanes WU AD
Memoirs of & ROVOIULIONIBE. ... ovuvrnensenrennesnns .o 200 20
Conquest Ot Bread B & B 5 F & B W - - & 8 8 8 8¢ 48 0 0as R R ps 0 Bn a8 lm ‘M
Fields, Factories and Workuhops ..... g T . 00 00
Modern Sclence and ADATChIBIM.....vvvvvvveerresnnnss - 20
Anarchist Communism ....... e turi e ittt ieieiry AN
The Commune of Paris........ ik ey Siiiiiiuntveiie O
Ruﬂﬂiﬂ.n I.diterature ....... B8 B 8 8 8 &8 8 # 28 s 8 9 2 & % a8 % Eaap s 8B l-u -u
Wﬂ.l’ &Hd Cﬂpitﬂ,uﬂm....“-’--............u--u”.“-. .w
An Appeal to the YOUNE. .coevserecsvsssssrivsnssasins 0
Prison Memoirs of an Anarchist, by ALHXANDHER
BHRIMAN i iiiviveiicivibisvivasistonsiviciinie 1.80 A0
Selected Works, Biogra hy, Poems, Euays and
3 Storles' by V()LTAIR NE DB CLEYRN...... serne 100 A
¢ God and the State, by MICHAEL BAKUNIN.,. )
¢ Anarchism—An abla and impartial study, by PAUL
HETZBACHER . iciiiis e e 1.60 A6
¢ The ¥go and His Own, by MAX STIRNRR.......... b 15!
* Speeches of the Chlcago Anarchiste.............c..u S5 10
¢ T.iberty and the Great Libertarians, by CHARLHES
: T BEPRADING: i s iivisiaviiiiiisssiniitai i 1.50 A0
f The HSclence of Soclety, by STOPHEN PRARL
ANDREWS .oviicii ciiivieeriisionss CiCiskarivy L 8 4]
Anarchism and Malthus by C. L. JAMES......... i AN
- The Right to Ignore the State, by HHERBHRT
* BPHNUER v iir iiasrineviiteehorivevionres 05
t, What Is Property ? bfr P. J. PROUDHON ..... e e 2.00 A6
Free Speech for Radicals, by THHODORRE
SOHROBDDEBR . iiciciiiviiivitovisvsistiasss ive. LW A0
Hvolution and Revolution by FLISEE RECLUB...... .06
The Bomb, by FRANK HARRIS......... G s ie o 18 15
Plays by HENRIK IBSEN (paper cover), each....... .2b 00
Plays by AUGUST STRINDBERG (paper cover), each .40 00
Plays by BERNARD SHAW (paper cover), each..... 44k i 4]
King Hunger, by LEONID ANDREYRV..... iversieis 100 16
Plays by GALSWORTHY, @8CN.uc..verecersersisanse 00 A0
Works of FREDERICK NIETZSCHE QBCH . cevviiias 1.75 JAB
The Origin and Ideals of the Modern fichool, by
3 FRANCIBCO FERRBR iiicoou viiievsaniiiireis 1.00 A0
¢ A Vindication of Natural 3ociety, by EDMUND
; BURKE -------- & @ & & 8 & a4 & & 8 pa s e 88 AN S E SR &S A BFA B SR E SR -m iw
News From Nowhere, by WILLIAM MORRIS....... 25 0B
What Hvery Girl Should Enow, by MARGARRT
BANRGBHR i ciiiviiiiiiiiivaidiviinisitirivisiavine B0 A0
What Every Mother Should Know by MARGAEET -
EANGE & & % B 8 B & B 4 B A A B B B a3 B 8 BB S BB B AR B3R R R .w *19
Son 8 of Rebellion, by ADOLI WOLEY ... ........... 1.00 A0
ry of the rench Revolution, by C. L. JAMHS.. 1.00 J0
Mmitation of Oftspring, by DR. WM. J. ROBINSON....1.00 A6
The Sexual Question, by AUGUST FOREL ........... 100 A6
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