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FRANCISCO FERRER

By CuaARLES E. HOOPER.

Still groans Prometheus bound, and still descends,
From yon man-fashioned Phantom of the skies,

The triple-headed bird of prey that blends
Warfare with greed and sacerdotal hes.

Soldier of Truth, thy death-drops we salute;
In them Humanity 1s heart renewed;

Dried be the tear, the rising curse be mute;
In blood hes Liberty’'s beatitude.

But what of Spain—priest-trampled Span? Who knows
To-morrow’s doom of mfamy or fame?

At least in thy loved country still hive those
Who burn to spread thy martyred spurit's flame.

“Long live the Modern School”—Thy message, flung
Straight to the murderous muzzles ere they sped
Destruction to a brain too finely strung,
Re-echoed, links the living to the dead,

The hving, not in gwlty Span alone,
But wheresoever men have eyes to see
And hearts to feel: There, ready, stands the throne,
Reared by Light-yielding labors hke thine own,
That waits thy spirit's King, the World-community.
—London Literary Guide.
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HE whole history of the Catholic Church has been
an uninterrupted orgy of violence and crime, perse-
cution and murder. The vicars of the meek Carpenter
who taught “Love thine enemies” have ever preached
his gospel with rack and thumbscrew. Fire and sword
were their good Christian weapons. Darkness and
ignorance their supreme opportunity. The terrible re-
sult is all too evident in countries ruled by the Church.
Ignorance and poverty are most frightful in proportion
to Catholic influence. Spain is its stronghold. Fearfully
the black beast of Rome guards her ancient domain. She
trembles at the approach of light. Justly she sees in the
‘torch of science the threatened destruction of her tyran-
nical power. The Educator is her most feared enemy.

In the present, as in the past, the Church dreads noth-
ing more than ideas,—ideas of liberty, of light and jus-
tice. Their torch-bearers are blasphemers, heretics.
They must die, for the greater glory of the Church and
the continued reign of superstition and darkness.

Thus Ferrer had to die. Nay, more. IHe had to ex-
piate a double heresy, for he blasphemed both Church and
State. Too wide his view to be confined to the peril of
priestcraft. Too clear his sight not to realize the blight
of authority, civil no less than religious, that holds man-
kind in bondage. Full well he knew that in the lexicon
of the State Liberty has no more place than Light in
that of the Church. Against both these powers of dark-
ness Francisco Ferrer was a mighty protestant. He op-
posed to their pernicious, enslaving activity the most
efficacious method : the enlightenment of the child. He
knew that an unenslaved child meant a free man. But
this great crime neither Church nor State could forgive.
The black Shylocks demanded their pound of flesh. A
servile government readily acquiesced, and thus the no-
blest, truest friend of mankind was assassinated.

R e

SELDOM has the solidarity of governments been

more convincingly demonstrated than by the Ferrer
case. Governments often deem it necessary to make hostile
demonstrations against each other. Usually it is the
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stronger taking advantage of a weaker power, for the
benefit of home capitalists, or to divert popular discon-
tent into artificial channels, thus fanning the fires of
jingoism, so conducive to the interests of despotism.

But in the Ferrer case the various States have given
a remarkable proof of solidarity. No European govern-
ment found a single word of censure for the farcical
trial and atrocious murder at Montjuich. And our own
government, forever pretending to be truly representa-
tive,—why has it ignored popular indignation at Ferrer’s
assassination? Why does it remain mute in the face of
the world-wide protest? Neither Federal nor State gov-
ernment dared to utter a word in condemnation of the
foulest deed of the twentieth century.

The powers at Washington never lose time in express-
ing, unauthorized, “the sympathy of tHe American peo-
ple” for some royal idiot overtaken by the hand of an
avenging Nemesis. This has been repeatedly done
within recent years, without the knowledge or consent
of the people; in fact, contrary to their desires and ex-
pressed sentiment, and in direct defiance of the American
tradition abhorring the tyranny of the Old World despot-
isms. Why, then, is Washington mute at the outrage
committed in Spain? If it may without authorization
express the alleged sympathy of the American people
for a dead tyrant, may it not voice the expressed indig-
nation of the people at the wrong done to humanity?
If the authorities, State and Federal, had possessed the
faintest spark of manhood, they should have first ex-
pressed to the people of Spain and the orphans of Ferrer
the sympathy of the American public and its abhorrence
of the assassination. Then the official representatives
in America of the Catholic Church and Spanish gov-
ernment should have been notified that the American
people could not tolerate in their midst the official pres-
ence of assassins’ agents.

Such should have been the attitude of a government
having even the faintest pretentions to being representa-
tive of the nation. But such pretentions are the veriest
hypocrisy. Governments represent nothing but chicanery,
fraud, and the violence of the few toward the many.
The very essence of governments is suppression and mur-
der. Their mission is to defend and preserve existing
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conditions of injustice, oppression, and tyranny—and
this is why all governments are solidaric.
el
L.ET no one deceive himself with the belief that the
dastardly crime of Montjuich would not be pos-
sible in these United States.

It may seem like a far cry from America to Spain.
And yet the comparison is justified. Indeed, this coun-
try has but scant reason to point the finger of scorn at
benighted Spain, in the fond belief that we are more
civilized, more progressive. |

If the possibility of a Ferrer outrage may serve as a
criterion of a people’s place in the ethical progress of the
world, then the “land of the free and the home of the
brave” properly belongs in the utmost rear of the march.

Just twenty-two years ago a tragedy was enacted upon
the stage of American life which, for brutality and
monstrous malignity, far overshadows the terrible hap-
pening in Spain. FEight of the noblest of men were torn
from the midst of their friends and condemned to death
under circumstances closely resembling the martyrdom
of Ferrer. As in the case of the Spanish educator, the
only crime of our Chicago comrades consisted in their
loyal service to humanity. They had raised their voices
in protest against social injustice and devoted their lives
to the enlightenment of their fellow-men. This was the
most unpardonable crime man could be guilty of—in
Spain as in America,—a crime punishable with death.

The circumstances surrounding the trial of our Chi-
cago martyrs were also peculiarly like those of Ferrer’s.
Perjury and false evidence were resorted to by an Amer-
ican court to accomplish the fiendish plot against the men
accused of complicity in the Haymarket bomb incident.
Not a shred of evidence could be produced against our
comrades, as was subsequently proved by Governor Alt-
oeld, who liberated the three imprisoned Anarchists. DBut
lack of evidence could be no obstacle to the infamous cabal
of authority and privilege: in spite of their proved in-
nocence five men were judicially slaughtered.

If anything, the Chicago court was more brutal, more
atrocious than that of Spain. The latter at least has the
excuse—pitiable as it is—of an actual condition of mar-
tial law. Nothing of the kind existed in Chicago, 1n
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1887. Our comrades were tried, not by a court martial,
like Ferrer, but by a civil tribunal which decreed the
slaying of the Anarchists by resorting to every conceiv-
able perfidy within the range of judicial authority.
S R
O those who still cling to the ragged edges of
American liberty, the latest governmental out-
rages should furnish sufficient proof that liberty is no
more.

The President of a “iree” country, at the heavy ex-
pense of a “free” people, embraces the tyrant of Mex-
ico, whose dark and criminal deeds surpass even those
of the Russian autocracy. The government of a “free”
country lends itself as hangman of the personal rights
and liberties of people whose only offence consists in
daring to oppose the despotic régime of the Mexican
Tsar. At the latter’s request De Lara, a cultured
Mexican residing at Los Angeles, has been arrested,
refused a trial, and 1s about to be turned over to the
tender mercies of the Weyler of Mexico.

In our own city, a brilliant writer and cartoonist,
Carlo De Fornaro, well known in artistic circles, has
been convicted of criminal libel, because he, too, had
dared to raise his voice in behalf of his outraged coun-
try. In his work, “Diaz, Tsar of Mexico,” Fornaro
boldly tore the mask off the hypocritical face of Per-
fidious Diaz, that the world might see him as he is.

The portrait drawn by the pen of this gifted artist
was the writing on the wall which evidently disturbed
the slumbers of the Mexican oppressor. Criticism and
the truth are ever a menace to tyranny. The Mexican
government had successfully suppressed free expres-
sion in its own country and has now sent its represen-
tative to accomplish the same result in America. That
Diaz could fully rely on his colleagues in Washington
to do his bidding is best proved by the outrageous
action of the jury which found Fornaro guilty of libelling
—Di1az.  As if the English tongue is rich enough in
strong expressions to libel a Diaz.

The thinking element of the West has awakened to
the danger of Mexican rule in America, inasmuch as
they have inaugurated a tremendous agitation in be-
half of De Lara. Shall we in the East not follow
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their commendable example? A strong and vigorous
movement should immediately be started in behalf of
Fornaro, in behalf of free speech. It behooves us to
lend our assistance in freeing Mexico, for the time 1s
not far when we shall need the assistance of Mexico

to free us.
% kX

HE killing of Prince Ito by a Korean patriot
marks an important step in the awakening of
that unfortunate country. The birth of the individual
revolutionist historically precedes national revolt.
And surely Korea has sufficient cause to rejoice over
the deed of her son, more courageous than his
brothers. For Ito, as Resident General ot Koreéa,
proved a veritable demon in the ferocious suppression
of every aspiration of the Koreans for national inde-
pendence and well-being. His administration reduced that
country to the last extreme of slavery. The shot that laid
Ito low was but the echo of a people’s desperate cry

for relief.
% %k X

lT is no exaggeration to say that Samuel Gompers is
the most perniciously reactionary factor in the
American labor movement. It is he, chiefly, who 1s
responsible for the present pitiful, helpless condition
of the organized workingmen of this country. His
whole official life has been devoted to instilling the
belief that the true solution of the labor question is to
be found in the “closer approach of capital and labor.”
He has preached the gospel of harmony between mas-
ter and slave till the workers have grown to look upon
the exploiting parasites as their true benefactors. His
craft union methods and tactics have encouraged in-
ternal strife and robbed the workers of their initiative
and independence. They have been persistently
drilled to rely on the authority of their leaders—in and
out of the union—and their minds poisoned and their
energy paralyzed by the sanctity of contracts. Seli-
help and direct economic action have been tabooed,
legal justice eulogized, and the courts apotheosized till
labor has become emasculated of all manhood.
Not content with having degraded and debauched
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American labor, Gompers undertook to carry his per-
nicious gospel to the workers of Europe. On his re-
cent trip abroad he exhausted the colors of the rain-
bow 1in painting the prosperity and power of the Amer-
ican workingmen. He was inexpressibly shocked by
the miserable condition of the wage slaves of the Old
World ; he severely criticised their ineffective methods
of ﬁfrhtmg the encroachments of capital, contrasting
them with the enlightened and successful tactics of
the “world’s most powerful labor body,” the A. F. of L.

Having thus satisfactorily—to h1mself chiefly—ac-
complished his mission, Gompers set sail for America,
the Eldorado of labor.

But oh, the irony of fate! The last strains of his
swan-like song had scarcely left his lips, when the
electric wire flashed the news to Gompers that the
Court of Appeals had ordered him to be thrown into
prison! It had confirmed the judgment of the Su-
preme Court of the District of Columbia, declaring—
in essence—that American labor had no rights as
against capital, and no standing in the courts of law.
Did Gompers the head of the “world’s most powerful
labor body,” indignantly protest against this infamous
judicial raping of his orgamzqtlonF’ Not he. He is too
loyal a slave to rebel against sacred decisions of the august
judiciary. In the last issue of the American Fedemtwmst
Gompers servilely proclaims his unshakable faith in the
ultimate triumph of justice and calls upon the faithful
to—appeal to a higher court.

Sancta Swmplicitas, if not worse. Had Gompers the
courage to call upon American labor to proclaim a
General Strike as a protest against the court’s decision,

but, then, neither Gompers nor his orﬂ'anlzatmn
has the courage of virile manhood.

>k > >

OR years New York and Brooklyn have been

police-ridden cities. So much so that one was

not quite safe from them in his own home. As to out-

rages on fundamental principles, that was an open
daily exercise of the police.

Since the removal of the military police Commis-

sioner Bingham, his successor has tried to rescue free
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speech, at least, from the clutches of his subordinates,
and especially to free hallkeepers from the police reign
of terror.

[.ike all reforms, the efforts of our new Commis-
sioner have succeeded in relieving the agony, but not
in curing the disease. There are still numerous pre-
cincts where captains reign supreme, bullying hall
owners and preventing the holding of meetings.

One of these heroes, Captain Shaw, has just been
removed to Brooklyn, where he continues his old tac-
tics practiced for many years in New York.

A meeting of Comrade Goldman was stopped No-
vember sth in the habitual sneaky way: intimidation
of the hallkeeper. When Captain Shaw was confronted
by the order of his superior to keep hands off the meet-
ing, the brave knight lied himself out of the difficulty,
throwing the blame on the lights in the hall, which
had suddenly refused to burn. Our friends procured
from the Commissioner permission to hold an open air
meeting, at which they addressed—during an hour and
a half—an audience of three thousand people attracted
by the police closing the hall.

The meeting was unusually quiet and orderly, which
did not seem to please the Brooklyn police. Suddenly
a sergeant appeared on the scene, roughly demanding
our permit. When Comrade Reitman did not comply
quick enough with the demand, he was placed under
arrest. The following morning he was fined five dol-
lars for the terrible offence of having told the police-
man that it was none of his business whether we had
a permit. Not a policeman’s business to meddle in
the free exercise of a right? Not his business to break
up a peaceful meeting? That was, indeed, a crime.

The comic side of the affair was furnished by His
Majesty, Capt. Shaw. He appeared before the Judge
to swear out a warrant for Comrade Emma Goldman,
who, he said, had called him a grafter and had attacked
the Catholic Church. Even a Brooklyn judge could
see the humor of the situation. He would not issue
the warrant, but went out of his way to tell our com-
rade that he knew her theories stood for kindness. It
is to be regretted, however, that the Judge doesn’t
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know enough of them to practice kindness in the
courts. The brutality and coarseness of the officers
that morning were the most disgraceful scene we have
witnessed 1n a long time.

i SRl

THE industrial Workers of the World of Spokane,

Wash., are setting a splendid example of fighting
the enemies of speech. The local authorities had sud-
denly decided to stop the I. W. W. open-air meetings.
Our Spokane comrades have been carrying on an enet-
getic propaganda, striking at the very vitals of Mam-
mon by their fearless denunciation of the employment
sharks—the modern eunuchs of capitalism. Hence
the attempt to throttle free speech.

But our friends were not to be so easily daunted.
They insisted on their rights. They were not naive
enough to believe that anything would be “granted”
them. They had the courage to demand and take their
rights, by continuing to hold open-air meetings, police
orders to the contrary notwithstanding. The energy
and determination of the brave fighters resulted in
numerous arrests: Comrade Elisabeth Gurley Flynn
and two other I. W. W. organizers, as well as the ed-
itors of the Industrial Worker and the secretary of the
Central Committee of the I. W. W. unions, were
thrown into jail. But prison and threats of bodily in-
jury could not discourage these devoted men and
women. No sooner was one speaker dragged off the
platform than another took his place. Scores of
highters stood ready to assert their right of free speech,
so that the Spokane prison is now overfilled, and plenty
of comrades are on hand to continue the fight.

That these methods of establishing our rights are
the proper ones has already been proved by Comrade
Flynn and others at Missoula, Mont. There the num-
ber of I. W. W. people willing and ready to go to
prison for free speech so overtaxed the town jail’s
capacity that the authorities were forced to cry for
mercy. They feared the town would go into bank-
ruptcy if our comrades persisted in becoming the city’s:
free boarders. Thus freedom of speech was estab-
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lished in Missoula. Thus also—and thus alone—will
it have to be established everywhere.
"o W
HE case of Comrades Schreiber and Adams, now
before the Supreme Court of New Jersey, has
again demonstrated to what depths government will stoop
in its persecution of Anarchists.

Schreiber and Adams were convicted last June in
the Trenton court of “conspiracy to rob” (no robbery
had taken place), on the exclusive testimony of a cer-
tain New York police spy and his assistants. ‘T'he
evidence against them was so flimsy, the trial such a
farce, that the Machinist Union (of which Schreiber
was a most active member) took up the matter, raised
funds and appealed the case to the Supreme Court.

The arguments of counsel before the latter body are
sufficient to convince even a prejudiced mind that the
verdict of guilty against Schreiber and Adams was the
direct result of police conspirators seeking promotion.
Of course, the underlying reason for the prosecution
was the circumstance of the prisoners’ being Anarch-
1818,

Our experience with authority has been of a charac-
ter to exclude surprise at any atrocity government
might commit. But that workingmen, strikers at
that, should lend themselves the willing tools of a
police outrage, is very sad indeed. nWe blush tor
American labor to acknowledge that the jury which
condenmed Schreiber and Adams consisted almost ex-

clusively of striking hatters.
%K

W E hail the resurrection of the Firebrand, the fort-

nightly Anarchist review published and edited by
Ross Winn. In these days of general apathy and ever-
ogrowing encroachment of despotism, every additional
champion of Liberty is a valuable aid in the service of
humanity. Comrade Winn is especially fitted for the
task: he is a born fighter, with a clear, broad outlook,
and a sharp and fearless pen. The trumpet calls, the
need is great—Welcome, Comrade!

Those. wishing to subscribe for the Fiwrebrand may
address Ross Winn, Mt. Juliet, Tenn., or the office of
MoTHER EARTH.
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LECOLE RENOVEE
By FRANCISCO IFERRER.

Literal translation of an article written by Francisco Ferrer
for the L’Ecole Rénovée, the Paris review published i the inter-
ests of Modern Education.

O those who wish to renovate the education of chil-
T dren two methods are open: To work for the
transformation of the school by studying the child,
so as to prove scientifically that the present organization
of education is defective and to bring about progressive
modification ; or, to found new schools in which shall be
directly applied those principles corresponding directly
to the ideal of society and of its units, as held by those
who eschew the conventionalities, prejudices, cruelties,
trickeries, and falsehoods, upon which modern society 1s
based.

The first method certainly offers great advantages.
It corresponds to that evolutionary conception which all
men of science defend, and which alone, according to
them, can succeed.

In theory they are right, and we are quite ready to
recognize it.

It is evident that exepriments in psychology and
physiology must lead to important changes in
matters of education: that teachers, being better
able to understand the child, will know better how
to adapt their instruction to natural laws. I even grant
that such evolution will be in the direction of liberty,
for I am convinced that constraint arises only from
ignorance, and that the educator who 1s really worthy
of the name will obtain his results through the spon-
taneous response of the child, whose desires he will
learn to know, and whose development he will try to
further by giving it every possible gratification.

But in reality, I do not believe that those who struggle
for human emancipation can expect much from this
method. Governments have ever been careful to hold a
high hand over the education of the people. They know,
better than anyone else, that their power 1s based almost
entirely on the school. Hence, they monopolize it more
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and more. The time is past when they opposed the
diffusion of instruction, and when they sought to re-
strain the education of the masses. These tactics were
formerly possible, because the economic life of the nations
allowed the prevalence of popular ignorance, that i1gno-
rance which renders mastery easy. But circumstances
have changed. The progress of science, discoveries of
all kinds, have revolutionized the conditions of labor and
production. It is no longer possible for a people to
remain ignorant: it must be educated in order that the
economic situation of one country may hold its own and
make headway against the universal competition. In
consequence, governments want education; they want a
more and more complete organization of the school, not
because they hope for the renovation of society through
education, but because they need individuals, workmen,
perfected instruments of labor, to make their industrial
enterprises and the capital employed in them profitable.
And we have seen the most reactionary governments
follow this movement; they have realized perfectly that
their former tactics were becoming dangerous to the
economic life of the nations, and that it 1s necessary to
adapt popular education to new necessities.

But it would be a great mistake to suppose that the
directors have not foreseen the dangers which the in-
telligent development of the people might create for them,
and that it was necessary for them to change their
methods of keeping the mastery. These methods have
likewise been adopted to the new conditions of life, and
they have labored to keep a hold over the evolution of
ideas. At the same time that they seek to preserve the
beliefs upon which social discipline was formerly based,
they have sought to give to conceptions born of scientific
effort a signification which could do no harm to estab-
lished institutions. And to that end they took possession
of the school. They who formerly left the priests in
charge of the education of the people, because the priests
were perfectly suited to the task, their instruction being
at the service of authority, now took up everywhere the
direction of scholarly education.

The danger, for them, lay in the awakening of human
intelligence to the new outlook on life; the awakening,
in the depths of men’s consciousness, of a will towards
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emancipation. It would have been foolish to combat the
evolving forces; they had to be driven into channels.
That is the reason why, far from adhering to the old
procedures of government, they adopted new ones, and
evidently efficacious ones. It did not require great genius
to find this solution ; the simple pressure of facts led the
men in power to understand what they must oppose to
the apparent perils.

They founded schools, labored to spread education on
all sides, and if there were those among them who at
first resisted this impulse—for its . diverse tendencies
favored certain antagonistic political parties—all soon
understood that it was better to yield to it, and that the
best tactics were to assure the defense of their interests
and their principles by new means. Forthwith began
terrible struggles for the conquest of the Scheol; in every
country these struggles are still continuing with intensity ;
here, bourgeois republican society triumphs; there,
clericalism. All sides know the importance of the game,
and recoil at no sacrifice to secure a victory. Everyone’s
cry 1s: “For and by the School.” And the good people
ought to be touched by so much solicitude! Everybody
thirsts for their elevation by education, and by con-
sequence—their happiness! Formerly some could say:
“These others want to keep you in ignorance that they
may the better exploit you: we want to see you educated
and free.” Now that is no longer possible; they have
built schools on every corner, for every sort of instruction.

It is in this unanimous change of ideas among the
ruling classes in respect to the school, that I find reason
to be suspicious of their good-will, and the explanation
of the facts which actuate my doubts as to the efficacy
of the methods of renovation which certain reformers
want to put in operation. These reformers are, more-
over, very indifferent, generally speaking, to the social
significance of education; they are men very ardent in
the search of scientific truth, but who avoid all questions
foreign to the object of their studies. They study
patiently to know the child, and will some day tell us—
their science is young yet—what methods of education
are most suitable for its integral development.

Now this, in some sort, professional indifference is
very prejudicial, I think, to the cause they intend to serve,
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I do not mean to say that they are unconscious of the
realities of the social environment, and I know that they
expect the best results for the general welfare from their
task. They say: In trying to discover the secrets of the
life of the human being, in seeking the processes of its
normal physical and psychic development, we give educa-
tion a form which can not but be favorable to the libera-
tion of energies. We do not wish to devote our attention
directly to the liberation of the school: as savants more-
over we cannot, for we are not yet able exactly to define
what is to be done. We shall proceed by slow degrees,
convinced that the school will be transformed just n
proportion to our discoveries, by the force of events
themselves. If you ask us what are our hopes for man-
kind, we agree with you in foreseeing an evolution in the
direction of a wide emancipation of the child and of
humanity through science; but in that case again we are
persuaded that our work must be directed entirely toward
that end, and will attain it by the most rapid and direct
course,

This reasoning 1s apparently logical, and no one would
dare to contradict it. And yet it 1s mixed considerably
with illusion. Yes, 1f the governing powers had, as men,
the same ideas as benevolent reformers, 1f they were
really concerned for the continuous reorganization of
society in the sense of the progressive disappearance of
slavery, we might admit that scientific effort alone would
improve the destiny of nations. But we should reckon
without our host. We know too well that those who
dispute for power, have in view nothing but the defense
of their own interests; that they busy themselves only
with conquering what they want for themselves, for the
satisfaction of their appetites. Long ago we ceased to
believe in the words with which they mask their ambi-
tions. Certain naive persons still refuse to believe that
there is not among them, all the same, some little sincerity,
and imagine that they, too, sometimes desire the happiness
of their fellows. But these become fewer and fewer, and
the positivism of the century has become far too cruel
for us to deceive ourselves longer as to the intentions of
those who govern us.

Just as they knew how to get out of the difficulty,
when the necessity for education became evident, in such
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a way as to prevent that education from becoming a
danger, just so they will know how to organize the school
in accordance with the new discoveries of science that
nothing may endanger their supremacy. These are ideas
which are certainly not received without difficulty; but
when one has seen, from close by, what takes place and
how things are in reality arranged, one can no longer be
caught by the whistling of words.

Oh, what have people not expected, what do they not
expect still, from education! The majority of progres-
sive men expect everything from it, and it is only in these
later days that some begin to understand that if offers
nothing but illusions. We perceive the utter uselessness
of this learning acquired in the schools by the systems
of education at present in practice, we see that we ex-
pected and hoped in vain. It is because the organization
of the school, far from spreading the ideal which we
imagined, has made education the most powerful means
of enslavement in the hands of the governing powers
to-day. Their teachers are only the conscious or un-
conscious instruments of these powers, modeled moreover
according to their principles; they have from their vouth
up, and more than any one else, been subjected to the
discipline of their authority; few indeed are those who
have escaped the influence of this domination ; and these
remain powerless, because the school organization con-
strains them so strongly that they cannot but obey it.
It is not my purpose here to examine the nature of this
organization. It is sufficiently well known for me to
characterize it in one word: constraint. The school im-
prisons children physically, intellectually, and morally, in
order to direct the development of their faculties in
the paths desired. It deprives them of contact with
nature, in order to model them after its own pattern.
And this is the explanation of all which I have here set
forth: The care which governments have taken to direct
the education of the people, and the bankruptcy of the
hopes of believers in liberty. The education of to-day
1s nothing more than drill. " T refuse to believe that the
Systems employed have been combined with any exact
design for bringing about the results desired. That
would suppose genius. But things take place precisely
as 1f this education responded to some vast entire concep-
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tion in a manner really remarkable. It could not have
been better done. What accomplished it, was simply that
the leading inspiration was the principle of discipline and
of authority which guides social organizers at all times.
They have but one clearly defined idea, one will, viz.:
Children must be accustomed to obey, to believe, to think,
according to the social dogmas which govern us. Hence,
education cannot be other than such as it is to-day. It 1s
not a matter of seconding the spontaneous development
of the faculties of the child, of leaving it free to satisfy
its physical, intellectual, and moral needs; it 15 a matter
of imposing ready-made ideas upon it; a matter even of
preventing it from ever thinking otherwise than 1s willed
for the maintenance of the institutions of this society; it
is a matter of making it an individual strictly adapted
to the social mechanism.

No one should be astonished that such an education
has this evil influence upon human emancipation. 1 re-
peat, it is but a means of domination in the hands of
the governing powers. They have never wanted the up-
lift of the individual, but his enslavement; and it is per-
fectly useless to hope anything from the school of to-day.

Now, what has been resulting up until to-day will
continue to result in the future. There is no reason for
governments to change their system. ‘They have suc-
ceeded in making education serve for their advantage;
they will likewise kncw how to make use of any improve-
ments that may be proposed to their advantage.

Tt is sufficient that they maintain the spirit of the school,
the authoritarian discipline which reigns therein, for all
innovations to be turned to their profit. And they will
watch their opportunity; be sure of that.

I would like to call the attention of my readers to this
idea: All the value of education rests in respect for the
physical, intellectual, and moral will of the child. Just
as in science no demonstration is possible save by facts,
just so there is no real education save that which 1s
exempt from all dogmatism, which leaves to the
child itself the direction of its effort, and confines
itself to the seconding of that effort. Now there
is nothing easier than to alter this purpose, and nothing
harder than to respect it. Education is always imposing,
violating, constraining; the real educator is he who can
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best protect the child against his (the teacher’s) own
ideas, his peculiar whims; he who can best appeal to the
child’s own energies.

One may judge by this with what ease education
receives the stamp they wish to put upon it, and how easy
1s the task of those who wish to enslave the individual.
The best of methods become in their hands only the more
powerful and perfect instruments of domination. Qur
own 1deal 1s certainly that of science, and we demand
that we be given the power to educate the child by favor-
ing its development through the satisfaction of all its
needs in proportion as these arise and grow.

We are convinced that the education of the future will
be of an entirely spontaneous nature; certainly we cannot
as yet realize it, but the evolution of methods in the direc-
tion of a wider comprehension of the phenomena of life,
and the fact that all advances toward perfection mean
the overcoming of some constraint, all this indicates that
we are in the right when we hope for the deliverance of
the child through science.

Is this the ideal of those who control the present school
organization? Is this what they, too, want to realize?
and they, too, do they aspire to overcome restraint? Not
at all. They will employ the newest and most effective
means to the same end as now, that is to say, the forma-
tion of beings who will accept all the conventions, all the
prejudices, all the lies upon which society is founded.

Let us not fear to say that we want men capable of
evolving without stopping, capable of destroying and
renewing their environments without cessation, of re-
newing themselves also; men whose intellectual inde-
pendence will be their greatest force, who will attach
themselves to nothing, always ready to accept what is
best, happy in the triumph of new ideas, aspiring to live
multiple lives in one life. Society fears such men; we
must not then hope it will ever want an education able to

give them to us.
% K %

What, then, is our own mission? What method are we
going to choose to contribute to the renovation of the
school ?

We shall follow the labors of the scientists who study
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the child with the greatest attention, and we shall eagerly
seek for means of applying their experience to the educa-
tion we wish to build up, in the direction of an ever fuller
liberation of the individual. But how can we attain our
end? Shall it not be by putting ourselves directly to the
work favoring the foundation of new schools, which shall
be ruled as much as possible by this spirit of liberty, which
we forefeel will dominate the entire work of education
1 the tuture,

A trial has been made which, for the present, has al-
ready given excellent results. We can destroy all which
in the present school answers to the organization of con-
straint, the artificial surroundings by which the children
are separated from nature and life, the intellectual and
moral discipline made use of to impose ready-made ideas
upon them, beliefs which deprave and annihilate natural
bent. Without fear of deceiving ourselves, we can
restore the child to the environment which entices it,
the environment of mnature in which he will be
in contact with all that he loves, and in which impres-
sions of life will replace fastidious book-learning. If we
did no more than that, we should already have prepared
1in great part the deliverance of the child.

In such conditions we might already freely apply the
data of science, and labor most fruitfully.

I know very well that we could not thus realize all our
hopes, that we should often be forced, for lack of knowl-
edge, to employ undesirable methods; but a certitude
would sustain us in our effort, namely, that even without
reaching our amm completely we should do more and
better in our still imperfect work than the present school
accomplishes. I like the free spontaneity of a child who
knows nothing, better than the word knowledge and in-
tellectual deformity of a child who has been subjected to
our present education.

What we have attempted at Barcelona, others have
attempted elsewhere, and we have all seen that the work
1s possible. And I think it should be begun without delay.
We should not wait until the study of the child has been
completed before undertaking the renovation of the
school ; if we must wait for that, we shall never do any-
thing. We will apply what we do know, and, progres-
sively, all that we shall learn. Already, a complete plan
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of rational education is possible, and, in such schools as
we conceive, children may develop, happy and free, ac-
cording to their natural tendencies. We shall labor to
pertfect and extend it.

It 1s with this object in view that this Review has been
founded, that the International League for the rational
education of children has been founded. We ask the aid
of all those who desire, with us, the liberation of the child,
who desire through it to contribute to the coming of a
more beautiful, a stronger humanity. In this Review
we shall confine ourselves to the discussion of a plan of

rational education, such as it is possible to carry out in
these days.

Moreover, as soon as circumstances permit, we shall
take up again the work begun in Barcelona, we shall re-
build the schools destroyed by our adversaries. In the
meantime, we shall labor to found a normal school in
Barcelona, for the training of teachers destined to second
us later; we shall create a library of the modern school,
in which such books will be published as will serve for
the education of the educators, as well as for that of the
children. We shall also found a pedagogic museum, con-
taining a collection of all the necessary materials for a
renovated school.

Such are our plans. We are aware that their realiza-
tion will be difficult. But we want to begin, convinced
that we shall be aided in our task by those who are every-
where struggling for human liberation from dogmas and

conventions which assure the support of the present
miquitous social organization.

3 0e 23
FRANCISCO FERRER

By EMMA GOLDMAN.

NEVER before in the history of the world has one

man’s death so thoroughly united struggling man-
kind.

Never before has one man’s death called forth such a
universal cry of indignation.
Never before has one man’s death so completely torn

the veil from the sinister face of the hydra-headed mon-
ster, the Catholic Church.
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Never before in the history of the world has one man’s
death so shaken the thrones of the golden calf, and spread
ghastly fear among its worshippers.

One solitary death, yet more powerful than a million
cringing lives. More powerful even than that black
spectre which, for almost two thousand years, has tor-
tured man’s soul and poisoned his mind.

Francisco Ferrer stretched in the ditch at Montjuich,
his tender, all-too-loving heart silenced by twelve bullets
—yet speaking, speaking in a voice so loud, so clear, so
deep. . . . Wherein lies the secret of this wonderful
phenomenon?

Francisco Ferrer, the Anarchist and teacher? Yes,
but there were other Anarchists and teachers: Louise
Michel and Elisée Reclus, for instance, beloved by many.
Yet why has their death not proved such a tremendous
force r

Francisco Ferrer, the founder of the Modern School?
But, then, the Modern School did not originate with
Francisco Ferrer, though it was he who carried it to
Spain. The father of the Modern School is Paul Robin,
the latter-day Dr. Pascal,—old in years, with the spirit
of Spring, tender and loving, he taught modern methods
of education long before Ferrer. He organized the first
Modern School at Cempuis, near Paris, wherein children
found a home, a warm, beautiful atmosphere.

Again, there is Sebastian Faure and his Beehive. He,
too, has founded a Modern School, a free, happy, and
harmonious place for children. There are scores of mod-
ern schools in France, yet no other man’s death will act
as a fertilizing force as that of Francisco Ferrer.

Was Ferrer’s influence so great because of a lifetime
of devoted effort? During eight years his heroic spirit
strove to spread the light in the dark land of his birth.
For eight years he toiled, ceaselessly, to rescue the child
from the destructive influence of superstition. One hun-
dred and nine schools with seventy thousand pupils
crowned the gigantic efforts of our murdered comrade,
while three hundred and eight liberal schools sprang into
being, thanks to his beneficial influence. Yet all this and
more fails to account for the tremendous volcano that
swept the civilized world at Francisco Ferrer’s death.

His trial was a farce. The evidence against him per-
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jured. But was there ever a time when the State hesi-
tated to resort to perjury when dealing with opponents?
Was there ever a time when it exercised justice toward
those who endangered its stronghold? The State is the
very embodiment of injustice and perjury. Some make
a pretence at fairness: Spain was brazen; that is all.
What, then, 1s the secret of the phenomenon ?
ok

Driven from its omnipotent position of open crime by
the world’s progress, the Catholic Church had not ceased
to be a virulent poison within the social body. Its Borgia
methods merely became more hidden, more secret, yet
none the less malignant and perfidious. Cowed into ap-
parent submission, it had not dared since the days of
Huss and Bruno to openly demand a noble victim’s blood.
But at last, blinded by arrogance and conceit and the in-
satiable thirst for martyrs’ blood, the Catholic Church
forgot the progress of the world, forgot the spirit of our
age, forgot the growth of free ideas. As of old, it was
the Jesuit hand that stretched forth its bloody fingers to
snatch its victim. It was the Archbishop of Barcelona
who, in a statement signed by the prelates of the Church,
first denounced Ferrer and demanded his life. As of old,
Inquisition methods were used in the incarceration and
mock trial of Ferrer. No time was to be given the pro-
gressive world to check the premeditated murder. Has-
tily and secretly was the martyr assassinated. Full well
the Church knew that the dead cannot be saved.

In vain the frantic efforts of Church and State to con-
nect Francisco Ferrer with the uprising at Barcelona. In
vain their delirious cries defaming the character of the
dead. In vain the scurrilous attacks of their harlots upon
the ideas and comrades of Ferrer—attacks which have
now reached even the American press. |

Before the awakened consciousness of mankind the
world over the Catholic Church stands condemned as the
instigator and perpetrator of the foul crime committed at
Montjuich. It is this awakened human consciousness
which has resurrected Francisco Ferrer.

Therein lies the secret of the force of one man’s death,
of one solitary man in the ditch of Montjuich.
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FERRER’S LAST LETTERS

I'hese letters of Comrade Ferrer, the first two of which
were addressed to lus friend, M. Naquet, president of the
Irrench Commuttee of Defense for Political Prisoners, were
published i “L’Humanité” after having been smuggled
out of the prison at Barcelona.

“erison Cell, Uet. 1, a0,

“My Dear Friend—They are about to lift the secret
why I have been confined here over a month, but I have
not yet been permitted to read a letter or paper. I will
try to recite my case to you.

“From my letter of the 10th you know that I did not
have the least knowledge of the intended general strike of
the 26th of April, designed as a protest against the war
in Morocco, and I cannot understand how a rumor could
be spread that I have provoked it. . . .

“However that may be, I took no steps for protection,
feeling sure that as I had nothing whatever to do with
the movement I would shortly be let alone; but, behold, a
member of my family came from Aletta terribly scared,
having heard a young girl say that I was at Pemia, lead-
ing a band of incendiaries burning a cloister. This made
me reflect. There was no cloister burned at Premia. And
I have never set foot in that village. So I prepared to
leave the next day and visit some friends for a few days
until the excitement could pass over, intending to return
as soon as the times became more quiet. . . .

“On the 2gth of August I read in the papers that the
public prosecutor of the Supreme Court, who had been at
Barcelona investigating the situation, had said on leaving
the palace, where he had made his report to the king,
that I had organized the revolutionary movement in Bar-
celona and the neighboring villages.

“I could not bear that any longer, and so, in spite of
my friends’ advice, I resolved to present myself to the
authorities to protest against such rumors and such
affirmations, no matter from what sources they might
come.

“So I left my friend’s home on the night of August 31st,
so as to arrive in Barcelona without encumbrance and

to present myself voluntarily.




w2

MoTHER EARTH 279

“But I had failed to take into account the police 1n my
own village, who arrested me in spite of my entreaties,
and in taking me to a judge brought me before the gov-
ernor of Barcelona.

“The peasants, who all knew me, displayed a revolting
savagery. One, especially, named Bernadas Mairaltag,
who tied my elbows with a cord, threatened several times
to smash my skull with his gun, saying that 1 was the
most wicked man on earth, according to what he had been
told and read in all the papers. For six hours he kept
watch over me in the village hall. Once 1 asked for a
drink. Some one brought me a glass of fresh water, but
Bernadas would not loosen my bonds sufficiently so that
I could take the glass. He offered to pour it into my
mouth himself. When I declined, he had them take away
the water without letting me drink.

“I tell you this so as to give you an inkling of the
clerical spirit toward me. Well, next I was brought
before the governor of Barcelona, who, in answer to my
protests of innocence, said that reading of the school
books of the Modern School might well be regarded as
one of the prime causes of the uprising, therefore I was
responsible for the rebellion.”

(Here follow some details as to his imprisonment in
Barcelona. Ferrer continues:)

“We have now come to the first examination by Com-
mandant Vincente Stivina y Fernandez, the judge charged
with the inquiry. That was the day of my arrest, Sep-
tember 1, in the evening. In the course of that examina-
tion I received the impression that the judge was really
moved by a genuine spirit of justice, and that I would
not have to remain long in prison.

“But four days passed without my being called again
before the judge. On the gth I was again summoned.

“But it was not before the same judge. It was a com-
mandant whose name was Valerio Pazo, but who, I quickly
discovered, was Becerra del Toro, of evil memory. (Be-
cerra del Toro was the prosecutor general who failed so
signally in getting Professor Ferrer condemned to death
two years ago.)

“His first action was to have two military surgeons
make a searching examination of my body, to find out if
I carried any traces of recent blows or wounds. They set
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to work examining me from head to foot so minutely that
if unhappily in any way I had been injured recently, in
all probability I would have been shot immediately.

“On the gth of September came the first examination
before this judge. He attached much importance to a
biographical note sent in 1907 to Fournemont for publica-
tion in the ‘Almanach of the International Federation of
Free Thought” As I had declared that I had nothing
to do with any party, political or revolutionary, devoting
myself solely to rational education, he seemed to think
that he had caught me in a contradiction, because in that
note I made revolutionary declarations.

“Later he alluded to several other documents of the
same character, but I reminded him that all those matters
had been discussed in 1906-7 during my first trial.

“But then came a terrible thing—a revolutionary leaflet,

which the police had found in my house, a sheet I had
never seen before and which had the appearance of being
very old. The judge stated that the police had found that
paper in the presence of my brother, my sister, and
Mad-de Soledad. .
- "I then told him that I did not know how that leaflet
had got into my house, but that I could affirm that I had
never seen it. It spoke of the burning of cloisters, exter-
minating the congregations, and destroying the banks.
Then I understood that it was intended to hold me re-
sponsible for all those events I had nothing to do with.

“Ten days passed, and on the 19th of September, com-
ing before the judge, I again protested against that leaflet
being used against me, declaring that its presence was
owing to an error of the police or the judge, but he in-
sisted that it had been found in the presence of my family,

“The search of my home at Montgat on the 11th day of
August, in the presence of my family, by a lieutenant of
the civic guards and two of the local authorities, did in
reality bring no discovery until after twelve hours’ search-
ing, when they seized three things—a letter from Charles
Albert, addressed to my brother ; one letter from Anselimo
Lorenzo, speaking of a loan of goo pesetas ($180), which
I had given to ‘la Salaridad Obrera’ to hire an office, and
a cipher for corresponding with Lerrout, many years old.

“The imvestigation then turned upon an impassioned
revolutionary appeal made by me during the Free
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Thought congress at Madrid, 1892. The judge thought
he could see a connection between what I then wrote and
what came to pass in 1909, seventeen years later.

“The judge left, leaving me in great anguish. I made
up my mind that at the next examination I would with
my whole soul protest against the effort to find in the
long ago of my life proofs to justify conclusions as to
the present.

“"l'o-day the judge informed me that he had finished
the examination of the written evidence, that one of these
days 1 would be tried by a military tribunal, and he asked
me to select my counsel from a list of officers whom I
did not know. I then said to him that I had a great deal
to say about the activities of the police. The judge replied
that military law bears no resemblance to the civil code.

“So then it is all over, and I shall shortly be tried by
persons, who, I very much fear, have not minds sufficient-
ly free to quietly weigh the charges against me. . . .
- “If I can I shall continue to-morrow. At present I am
too exhausted. I will only say that this month in seclu-
sion has been very hard on me, in a fetid cell, without air
or light, and on convict diet. One has to be pretty strong

to stand it.
Haood luck. fo all. all, all.
“Francisco FERRER.”

The second letter is as follows:
“The BPyison Cell " Det iy 1600,

“My Dear Friend—Notwithstanding most absolute in-
nocence, the prosecutor demands the death penalty, based
on denunciations of the police, representing me as the
chief of the world’s Anarchists and directing the labor
syndicates of I'rance, and of conspiracies and insurrec-
tions everywhere, declaring that my voyages to London
and Paris were undertaken for no other object.

“With such infamous lies are they trying to kill me.
“I'ERRER.”

““The messenger is about to depart and I have not time
for more. All the evidence presented to the investigating
judge by the police is nothing but a tissue of lies and
calumnious insinuations. But no proofs against me, hav-

ing done nothing at all.
“I'ERRER.”
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The following additional letter from Ferrer 1s pub-
lished in the latest edition of L’Humanité. 1t 1s ad-
dressed to Mme. Charles Albert, in response to a letter
from her inclosing funds contributed in Paris for his
defense.

1 he letter reads:

“lcase 1o el Chiatles that a (urther prodt ©Of -t
prejudice of the judges toward me is seen in the fact
that they have refused me a writ to the prison authorities
permitting me to purchase things essential to my personal
welfare, such as postage stamps, paper, telegrams, etc.

“They have gone much further than this and have re-
fused to turn over to my lawyer a collection of the books
of the Modern School, which 1 asked for, that I might
expose the bad faith of the clericals on the subject of
these schools. They have thus taken away from my
lawyers the means of my defense.

“In a previous letter I have given a full account of my
trial, where they were unable to find any charge against
me.” ( This letter has not yet been received.) *““The judge
has searched everywhere and found nothing against me.
He was obliged at last to call upon the supreme prose-
cutor, who had charged me with being the director of the
rebellion, and demanded proofs of him. He was obliged
to admit that he had no proof, but said that he had heard
these things.

“My lawyer is certain of my acquittal so far as the facts
are concerned, but he fears very much that the court will
be influenced by the evil atmosphere that has been created
around me. IFreedom of the press only exists for the
reactionary papers that speak against me. So far as the
liberals are concerned, they are able to say nothing.

“All aid should be given to my lawyer in his efforts to
secure publicity for the facts.

“Best wishes to all.

“F'ERRER.”
]
NSV

©)
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OUR MARTYRED EDUCATOR
By C. L. JAMEs.
W HATEVER effects the murder of our comrade,

Francisco Ferrer, by the wretched Spanish gov-

ernment may have upon authority in general—
let us hope they will be as extensive as predicted—one 1s
sure the crime cannot fail to render more familiar than
anything which ever happened before, the intimate con-
nection between Anarchism and Knowledge.

When, some twenty years ago, the common-school 1n-
structed philosophers of the American patent-side week-
lies used to talk, with their usual fatuous impertinence,
about the “ignorant Anarchists” coming over from
Europe, the present writer always told them that there
were no ignorant Anarchists. Though he still believes
that to have been true at the time, it can no longer be
said—happily ; for the fact that there are ignorant Anarch-
ists now is proof how rapidly Anarchism spreads even
where those obstacles against which it must contend are
oravest. Less agreeable phenomena are that the 1gnorant
Anarchists of such recent origin, and also some who are
not ignorant—Tolstoy, particularly—were led to Anarch-
ism by something else than that positive inductive method
upon which increase of knowledge depends; and that,
becoming Anarchists under the influence of piety or
philanthropy, to which the crass practical atheism and
barbarous cruelty of the governmental spirit are repel-
lant, they retained, or picked up, a prejudice against the
coldly intellectual truthfulness of science, expressing itself
in such ways as revamping worn-out dogmatisms—
Hedonism, Materialism, Equitism; as abuse of Malthus,
because he reproved the principal error of that class in
which his assailants felt most interest; as attacks on vac-
cination, because the meddling of government has made
it oppressive, and on vivisection, because of its association
with vaccination; upon medicine, because it 1s protected
against quackery (very badly, of course) by law; even
a disposition to run after such grotesque idols as faith-
cure and mind-cure, because, forsooth, they are not med-
ical science but its antithesis; upon Darwin, because his
law of progress by selection can be perverted into a plea
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for the privileged classes; upon his great disciple, only
yesterday taken from us, because Lombroso’s doctrine of
degeneracy implied that those institutions which acted
on their unenlightened zeal as a red rag acts upon a bull,
had causes; nay, sometimes (with Bakunin and with Tol-
stoy) in sneers at all useful and all beautiful acts as at
mere caterers to the pleasures of the idle rich. Such
phases of the Movement in IFavor of Ignorance were much
to be regretted, because they could not be exploited, as
they often were, in our periodicals, without strengthen-
ing the outside prepossession that Anarchism i1s a move-
ment of the ignorant classes (!); because they could not
oo far enough without resolving Anarchism, like all
movements which lose their hold on experimental mmves-
tigation, into conflicting sects; because, in case of a revo-
lution conducted largely by Anarchists they might give
rise to acts which would make a frightful scandal and
set back our propaganda indefinitely. It was necessary
to assert with emphasis that Anarchism originated 1n
study of facts; that every slave’s inferiority is the neces-
sary condition of his slavery; that the misuse of knowl-
edge by authority is not knowledge itself; that ignorant
innovations are never progressive, but always reactionary;
that Knowledge only is Power; that to get and keep
Power it is indispensable that those now poor should be-
come rich in wisdom. And this, accordingly, has been
done by all who could.

So much more, however, are men influenced through
their emotions than their reason, that one drop of martyr
blood goes further to persuade than many volumes of
logic. That Francisco Ferrer was a distinguished edu-
cator ; that the judicial murder of such a man was possible
only in the land of the Inquisition; that his knowledge
taught him Anarchism; that the principal excuse offered
by his slayers was his establishing a school for the purpose
of making Spaniards Anarchists by the simple process of
making them scientists; that his death has roused to the
anathematizing point those combined scientists of the
world who prevented a somewhat more enlightened gov-
ernment than the Spanish from murdering Elisée Reclus;
that against the bed-rock of the world’s education, that

tyranny which would so easily disperse a mob is beating
itself, not vainly but suicidally ; these are facts which must
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teach both the newly born “ignorant Anarchist” and the
doting ignorant Philistine that Anarchism derives in-
vincibility from being the latest result of Science.

IN MEMORY OF FRANCISCO FERRER
By C. K. S, Woob.

i

[ see a Iision with her pearly feet

Caught wm the silver shuttles of the sea,

Her head uplifted to the skyey seats

And all her form transcendent majesty;
Between her hands unfolds a scarlet scroll:
I'he martyred ones m her supreme emprise;
And, as she looks, black clouds in thunder roll
And hightmings are furious in her eyes.

"Ts Freedom,—Goddess of the Perfect Day,
So long delayed, and weary is the night,

I'he bloody scepter triumphing alway,

I'he people trampled by the heel of Might.
T'read thou the wine-press and with Vengeance come.
O, Freedom, stand not thus forever dumb!

/1.

Accursed the law which may the helpless kill,
But still demies to helpless ones God’s grace
If they the butcher's blood, in turn, shall spill.
I’ll not believe 1t, till the starry space

Shall write in legends of celestial fire,

1I'hat man was made in mockery so rude,
Kings’ flesh is sacred and but bloody mire

The throbbing hearts of all the multitude.
Away with this cursed enginery of Power;
Chimb up above the bloody steps of thromnes,
And, hke the thunders of the Judgment Hour,
Proclavm afar, mn trumpet throated tones:
“Ye who with laws have blacked the golden sky,
Your day 1s fimshed—prepare ye, too, to diel”



286 TaE MARTYRS OF NOVEMBER

g1l
Where stretch the skinny hands of starving men,
The children's fingers and the mad hag's claws,
To drag into Oblivion’s den
The tyrants who proclaim unholy laws
W hich murder Intellect and strangle Truth,
There, in the riot and the surging crowd,
I see the faces, vord of Christly ruth,
Which centuries of Tyranny have plowed.
[ see the cups they drink of dripping blood;
And there I see the ghostly faces, wan,
Of those who have black Tyranny withstood—
Cromwell and LaFayette, and Washington,

Urging, with pallid hands, the purgimng cre,
And whispering, “Lo, we were ?cbds too.”

by

Rebellion 1s Man's attribute of mind.

As rise the pregnant, overtoppling seas

In dark rebellion °gainst the gusty wind,

So Man shall rise from supplicating knees

And hurl back Tyranny to an abyss

Fathomless beyond Tume's deepest plummet-sound.
In that glad day of an ecstatic bliss

Man shall by Freedom radwantly be crowned.

All free! All free to think whate'er he will;

To speak whate’er he thanks, though strange 1t seems.
To keep whate’ er he earns,—and none may kill.
Then, like the grandeur of the heavenly dreams,
Freedom shall wake and take men by the hand
Kiss every brow and loosen every band.

3 e 32
THE MARTYRS OF NOVEMBER
By b ML KELLY,

N OVEMBER with its leaden skies and melancholy

sunsets reminds us inevitably that the most living,
vital thing 1s the memory of man. Woritten on
parchment, buried in the archives of State, carved in
oranite and stone, the Martyrs of November are en-
shrined in the hearts of men and are sure of an abiding

place there when the other signs and symbols have
crumbled and passed into oblivion.
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Twenty-two years have passed since that spasm of
fear and hatred swept over America, and five men were
done to death on the shores of LLake Michigan. Followed
in turn by a wave of grief and remorse through all classes
of society, time but strengthens and beautifies our admira-
tion for the heroic idealists who paid with their lives for
being ahead of their time and age. We do not apologize
for, nor seek to extenuate, any act the men of Chicago
may have committed: to do so would be to insult the
dead. If it be a crime to preach revolt against tryanny
and oppression, then, indeed, they were guilty, and the
best men in all times and ages are guilty with them. We
would, if we could, blazon this from every housetop and
assert with all the intensity of our being: the Chicago
Martyrs did preach revolt against injustice and slavery,
did preach liberty, justice, and humanity, and gloried in
it unto the last.

They believed, as we believe, that no man has more
right to the earth than any other man. That time does
not sanctify robbery and oppression. If past generations
submitted to wrongs and injustice, the present need not,
must not, submit to a continuation of them. It cannot be
repeated too early, or too often, that disbelieving in all
statute law and having no voluntary part in its main-
tenance, Anarchists are not morally bound to obey laws
made by others; but there is a moral obligation, resting
upon those who believe in and maintain laws, to live up
to them.

It 1s not now, nor was it in 1887, a recognized principle
that men should be hanged or imprisoned for holding or
voicing certain opinions, even when a resort to violence
1s advocated. Men are hanged and imprisoned for acts
committed, not opinions uttered; and as the Martyrs of
Chicago were legally hanged for acts they did not com-
mit, we are more than justified in branding the crime of
1887 as a judicial murder, where men were done to death
because they protested against a social system which robs,
degrades, and kills the many for the benefit of the few.
They were thinkers and agitators who neither committed,
aided, nor abetted any crime, as 1s now all but universally
recognized.

Social reformers and revolutionists are dangerous to
the privileged class of their time and place, to the extent
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of the truth their doctrine contains, the zeal with which
they urge it, and the sacrifice they are willing to make for
it. “Dangerous indeed are men armed with so formidable
a doctrine as Anarchism, propagated with such zeal as the
Chicago men propagated it, and a willingness to make the
one supreme sacrifice—life itself—for that ideal. Each
man becomes a Samson, and eight Samsons became in the
minds of the privileged class a force that would pull the
temple of Mammon down and bury them, their crimes, and
tyrannies in its ruins.

What grander and more irrefutable idea than that the
earth is large enough and fruitful enough to feed all her
children ; that the earth is of no man’s creation, and can
therefore be no man’s property. That men are brothers
and should work according to their ability and consume
according to their needs. That wars are barbarous as well
as uneconomic, maiming and murdering the many for the
aggrandizement of the few. That each individual should
have the right to develop to his or her full capacity, de-
veloping not at the expense of another, but in the recog-
nition that a harmonizing of ideas, blending of thoughts,
a mutuality of interests is the greatest good attainable.
What greater zeal can be imagined than that displayed by
that tireless group preaching the gospel of man’s deliver-
ance, in season and out of season. Parsons, with elo-
quence—some say—worthy of Wendell Phillips, preach-
ing to thousands on the Lake front, at Chicago, stirring
their hearts and brains as none other of his time and
place; Spies with his brilliant editorials, trenchant in at-
tack, irrefutable in logic; Engel with his wonderful ca-
pacity for organization,—each in his place, and each do-
ing his work as only man inspired can do. To picture in
fancy these men, with faces beaming and hearts overflow-
ing, 1s like living a beautiful dream. Then the climax and
sacrifice.

The lessons of the tragedy of 1887 are manifold, but
the one which appears to us basic is that Anarchism is
in its essence an ethical idea and, as such, impregnable.
To love man, not wisely but too well, has ever been a prin-
ciple of martyrs, and thus it was with the Martyrs of
November. Flattered by no hope of celéstial bliss, in-
spired by no belief in immortality or undying fame, they
faced an ignominious death unfalteringly, on behalf of
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truth. Firm in their belief that a happy day was coming,
they realized that it was necessary to offer sacrifices,
from time to time, to inspire men to strive for it.

Freedom to live and work should be the heritage of
all, instead of which 1t is only attained by unceasing
struggle and constant sacrifice. Creeds rise and fall, sys-
tems are born and die, because some men are ahead of
their time with new philosophies and religions; and here
it is that the materialist conception of history fails us.
Anarchism received a great impetus through the death
of the Chicago men; it has grown and clarified, until to-
day it is a force to be reckoned with. Not always with
those who accept the philosophy or ally themselves with
the movement, but with the fact that it expresses the best
thought of our time and embodies in its principles the
aspirations of man. An integrating and disintegrating
force it is, destroying creeds and creating solidarity. It
levels castes and develops equality, destroys thrones and
brings justice and liberty ever nearer. Permeating all
fields of human endeavor, from the dethroning of kings
to the modernizing of churches, it comes quietly or in
cataclysms, yet ever marching onward. In this great
world-movement men who never heard of the Chicago
Amarchists have been influenced by the same ethical
principles: liberty and justice for all. They in turn are
influencing the thought of the world. A world-concept,
the idea of Anarchism circulates the globe, bringing men
and women together regardles of race, creed, or na-
tionality. To replace dogma and authority by freedom
and rationality, to substitute solidarity for injustice is
the goal.

For this ideal Spies, Parsons, Fisher, Engel, and Lingg
marched proudly to their death, and for this we pay
them homage. Idealizing their philosophy by their heroic
sacrifice, they have inspired multitudes of men and
women, and thus hastened the day of man’s deliverance.
When that day finally dawns, and mankind walks erect
for the first time, we can not doubt that a free people
will remember 1ts heroes and martyrs, and pay them
their meed of praise for the truths taught, ideals ex-
pressed, and sacrifices made.
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THE FAILURE OF COMPROMISE

By ALEXANDER BERKMAN.

TH E crushing slump in the Socialist vote in the New

York elections accomplished at least one beneficial
result : it has awakened the Socialist party to the realiza-
tion of the utter ineffectiveness of its propaganda in this
country.

In a thoufrhtful editorial the Call of November 4, ana-
lyzing the causes of the slump, reaches the justified con-
clusion that the methods of Socialist propaganda are at
fault. Pursuing the subject further, the editor inquires
what partlculal methods were re%ponsﬂolc and what
changes are most needed. He confesses himself unable
to find a satisfactory reply: “These are truly difficult
questions. No individual can answer them. It will take
the united ability and wisdom of the whole par ty in this
city to discover our errors and to rectify them.”

Without claiming to possess the “united ability and
wisdom of the whole party,” we make bold to attempt
to answer this very vital, yet—in our opinion—by no
means difficult question. The problem 1s very seri-
ous, indeed. Upon its proper solution rests, to a large
extent, the future welfare of mankind.

There was a time when Socialism represented the high-
est aspirations of humanity, man’s eternal thirst for lib-
erty, for self-ownership. Then the banner of Socialism
was the rallying point for the oppressed and disinherited
of the world, who saw in Socialism the modern Messiah.

Socialist adherents orew and multiplied. The 1deal of
a regenerated society was a great educational force, at-
tractmg the best intellectual and social elements, who had
found in Socialism complete satisfaction for their inmost
soul hunger.

But with the growth of numbers came the sense of
power and the desire for its increase. Iorgetting that a
world-revolutionizing i1deal must necessarily make slow
progress, the Socialist party became impatient and cast
about for ways and means to hasten its growth. It un-
derstood that an uncompromising attitude towards all
popular superstition, prejudices, and shams is not cal-
culated to invite the speedy realization of Socialism. Im-
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patience at slow but thorough results led the party into
committing the fatal error of sacrificing principles for
numbers,

Gradually it began to trim its sails. Step by step
original Socialism was stripped of its elemental fea-
tures. First came religion. It was not deemed “prac-
tical” to tread on the religious toes of the people. Re-
ligion was officially declared a “private affair.”” As was
to be expected, this renegacy was rewarded by the addi-
tion of converts whose religious prejudices would have
otherwise kept them away from the Socialist party. In-
creased numbers, and consequent greater power, de-
veloped a thirst for more. Still more trimming of sails
followed, more compromises, with the inevitable result
that, to-day, Socialism has almost entirely been shorn of
its educational effect, the chief object being the gathering
of voting material.

And while the party was dealing in compromises and
“growing” in proportion, there developed within itself
the spirit of rankest authority, suppression, and despot-
ism. Internally and externally, Socialism had lost its
original features: it could no longer satisfy the aspira-
tions of true liberty-lovers. Nay, more; it became the
hunting-ground of elements thoroughly conservative and
Christian, who in turn impressed their intellectual and
psychic stamp upon the principles and tactics of the party.
The latter thus ceased to be an inspirational force and
became a mere liberal-bourgeois political party, the great
majority of whose membership have neither ideals nor
principles beyond the Socialist usurpation of the govern-
ment remns. Such a party, unable to hold cut to its con-
stituency the hope of immediate success, can be nothing
more than the shuttlecock in the political game. Its mem-
bers will vote for any candidate or party promising So-
cial reforms, however vain their pretensions. To such a
contingent the Socialist party itself means nothing more.

The solution of the problem is therefore simple: Back
to original principles and ideals. Let the motto be en-
hightment rather than political training. Real educa-
tional progress is slow, but sincere and permanent. The
world 1s not to be regenerated by Socialist votes. En-
lightened, Iiberty-loving men and women alone can ac-
complish 1t. |
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ADVENTURES IN THE DESERT OF AMERICAN
LIBERTY

by

N selecting this title for my traveling notes I little
I realized how significant it would prove.

“Adventures in the Desert of American Liberty”!
Its barrenness and utter desolation were not new to me.
Yet never did that desert seem more real, more deaden-
ing than when I reached Philadelphia.

There 1t was that American liberty was born; there,
too, it has been stabbed to death; what is left of it, 1s
but a hideous nightmare that benumbs the mind and
weakens the spirit of the erstwhile liberty-loving Phila-
delphians.

Mindful of the petty police persecution in that city in
1901 and 1903, the Free Speech Committee wrote to
Henry Clay, Director of Public Safety, informing him
of our intention to test free speech. “Of course, he
would not interfere with the right of free speech; he, the
guardian of the City of Independence.”

When I saw Henry Clay 1 realized how much he
must have enjoyed the credulity of the Free Speech
Committee. Credulity, indeed, to suppose that Henry
Clay knows anything of Philadelphia’s traditions 1n
regard to liberty.

When Dr. Reitman presented himself before the watch-
dog at the City Hall, he found him suffering. trom
hydrophobia. Such must have been the nature of the
poor man’s affliction. KElse one could hardly account
for his mad ravings against “that woman who will never
speak in Philadelphia.”

Some good friends have severely censured Dr. Reit-
man for his militant methods in dealing with the police.
As a physician he probably knows that mad dogs, if not
muzzled, are highly dangerous.

On the day of the meeting hallucinations set in at
City Hall. The Director of Public Safety imagined him-
self the Russian Tsar. He despatched two Cossacks to
my hotel, demanding that I submit my manuscript for
the consideration and approval of His Majesty. That
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I refused to do, of course. (I shall show later that what
was self-evident to me, seemed “imprudent” and undiplo-
matic to some who call themselves liberals.)

In the evening the neighborhood of our hall had the
appearance of being under martial law. When, in com-
pany with Mr. John H. Nelson (our attorney), I reached
within half a block of the hall, we were charged by the
brave two hundred and forced to go,—not where we
chose (no such rights in the Independence City), but
by the route mapped out for us by Henry Clay. The
meeting, however, was “graciously” permitted to pro-
ceed.

The day after the memorable event, and for nearly four
weeks, the real Philadelphia liberty reigned. 1 was
shadowed by those most contemptible of all human pro-
fessionals—detectives. Hotelkeepers were annoyed and
harassed until they ordered us to leave. When I finally
found shelter, the house was constantly watched, and the
servant offered a bribe if only she would tell of the
terrible conspiracies that were being hatched i my
rooms.

The awe of authority is deeply rooted in the average
American; even the liberal man and woman have im-
plicit faith in it. This is no doubt the reason why Amer-
ican liberty has long since departed. The worship of
law has taken its place. —

During years of public activity 1 have often been
reproached by many good people for attacking the
machinery of government from the standpoint of theory
rather than from experience. ‘“There is nothing the mat-
ter with the law,” they would say; “it’s the abuse thereof.
The police are arbitrary and despotic; they break the
law; why not appeal to the courts? They surely will
stand by constitutional rights.”

Strangly and possibly inconsistent as it may seem to
my comrades, I finally consented to appeal to the courts.
Not because I believed that justice could possibly pre-
vail; but because I wanted the court itself to substan-
tiate the Anarchist contention so powerfully set forth by
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “All governments, in essence,
stand for tyranny.”

As expected, the apeal was refused; but the grounds
on which it was refused brand the court and govern-
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ment more forcibly than the bitterest attacks of the
wildest fanatic.

For the benefit of MotHER EARTH readers I quote

the major portion of the argument, as set forth by Judge
Wilson:

The question which the plaintiff would have us determine is,
whether or not public officers, entrusted with the preservation
of the peace, acting, as we ought to presume the defendants
would, in the honest exercise of their judgment, should be re-
strained from prohibiting the delivery of lectures which would
be likely to excite public disturbances and to result in a breach
of the public peace. If such public officers should attempt to
interfere in such a case, their interference would be justified,
not upon the ground that the person to be affected by their
action was an alien or a citizen, but by the knowledge that
of dangerous and disturbing sentiments tending to disturb
the peace would be uttered. We do not mean to say that an
alien has the same or as full a right to attack the institu-
tions of our country and to advocate the abolition of the
constituted and constitutional government of the land that a
citizen might have, but, so far as the case which is before us
1s concerned, we should regard the right of a citizen as no
higher than that of an alien. The Constitution of Pennsyl-
vania, in giving the right to citizens to speak freely, confers
the right subject to their being held “responsible for the
abuse of that liberty.” The plaintiff is an avowed anarchist.
However honest or able she may be, she does not hesitate
to declare that, in her belief, all government should be
abolished and that every citizen should regulate his or her
own conduct according to his own views of what is right
and wrong, and that force may be resorted to for the pur-
pose of destroying government and establishing the right of
individual independence from governmental control. It neces-
sarily follows from the holding of such views that it would
be considered as the right of any individual to determine, ac-
cording to his own judgment, when the time arrives for the
exercise of force to accomplish the destruction of govern-
ment. That the utterance of such views in the community
would be likely to excite such feelings and antagonism as
would result in a breach of the peace, is by no means un-
likely. It is not unreasonable to hold that such speech is
an abuse of the liberty to speak freely on any subject.
Whether it be a citizen or an alien who desires to advocate
ideas which, if carried out, would naturally lead to the de-
struction of government, whose protection that person sceks,
it would seem that, in the exercise of that right of self-
preservation which belongs as well to governments as to
individuals, such abuse of the right of free speech might,
not unreasonably nor unlawfully, be prevented.

That the plaintiff intended to advocate such destructive
views as have been pefore mentioned, was admitted by her
when examined before us. If she avowed a purpose of de-
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livering a lecture advocating wholesale assassination of any
class of public officers or persons, we think it would hardly
be questioned that the peace officers of the city would be
justified in preventing the utterances of such views. We are
unable to perceive that there will be any well defined line
of discrimination in such a case, one in which the views
would be destructive of the life of the nation.

By the laws of the United States there is a discrimination
against those who are known as Anarchists. The right of
naturalization is forbidden to them and, when known, they
are excluded from admission into the country. If when en-
tering the country they are not known to belong to the class
of disturbers and are afterwards discovered to belong to it,
within a prescribed time they may be deported from the
country. The ban of governmental disapproval is thus placed
upon the utterance of sentiments such as the plaintiff holds
“and desires to advocate in public. We are asked to afford
an opportunity for the poor Anarchist and advocates of the
destructive and dangerous sentiments and to compel officers
of the peace, notwithstanding they may be of the opinion
that breaches of the peace would result therefrom, to abstain
from interfering with the holding of public meetings for the
expression of such ideas. This we do not feel called upon to
do. It 1s a familiar principle of equity that plaintiffs cannot
ask relief if they do not come into court with hands that are
clean. We cannot avoid reaching the conclusion that one who
openly and in advance announces the purpose of advocating
such doctrines and sentiments as the plaintiff avows, is not
within the class that can claim protection and relief from a
court of equity.

It requires but little wisdom to see that Judge Wilson
has made frantic efforts to get out of a dilemma. He
failed, however. True, the decision has increased the
arrogance of the police; but the decision also stands as
the greatest indictment against the absurdity and cow-
ardice of the law.

As 1 said belore, 1 expected nothing better; I am,
therefore, not disappointed.

The disappointing and discouraging feature of the
Philadelphia experience is the utter lack of interest in
the issue of free speech,—or if not indifference, it is
certainly lack of spirit, absolute lack of backbone. The
handful of liberals who were at first inclined to make
a stand for free speech, because I was not “diplomatic”
enough to let Henry Clay act as censor, withdrew their
assistance. The party Socialists played the usual sorry
part, as in all questions of liberty. As to the public at
largee, no other city represents such a white-livered speci-
men. To put red blood in its veins it will have to be
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clubbed still more, and starved and kicked about. And
even then it may never give birth to the spirit of revolt.

It is hardly credible, but nevertheless true, that the
Philadelphians will stand more bullying than any Euro-
pean people I know. When, after four weeks of a com-
plete despotic reign, of the stopping of a IFerrer memo-
rial, —though held in all monarchical countries,—after
four weeks of petty persecution and torture the police
of Philadelphia broke up a private meeting in a private
house, a few meek voices were heard to protest. Not
against the reign of terror. Oh, no; but against the
invasion of the sacred rights of property. Oh, yes, the
Philadelphians, like all Americans, are sensitive in that
respect.

Yet, even Philadelphia deserves to be saved, because
of her two wonders: Mrs. Weda Addicks, a Socialist
bigger than her party, and—a thrice blessed wonder,
a Baptist minister, Rev. Cooper Ferris. Weda Ad-
dicks, outside of our own immediate comrades, was a
friend indeed. She helped in every way possible to 1in-
terest people, but soon found herself facing an iron wall.
Rev. Ferris protested very loudly, delivered a sermon
on Anarchism which, I hear, was very good. He also
tried to get his congregation to take a stand, but out of
eight hundred only thirty-eight had the courage to go
on record.

A few contributed small sums to aid the fight, but
were so fearful of public opinion that they did not dare
to allow their names to be used. |

Under such impossible circumstances why throw pearls
before swine? Why exert energy on free speech for
people who have neither ideas to express nor rights to
exercise? Such is the reasoning of my practical, utili-
tarian friends.

Fortunately, I am neither. Nor am I particularly con-
cerned whether or not the Philadelphians want free
speech. I want 1, and having learned that unless one
is willing to take his rights, they will never be given
to him, I do not yet consider the Philadelphia chapter
closed.

Judge Wilson “kindly” informs us, that as “avowed
Anarchists” we are not entitled to protection. That
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absolves us from any consideration or recognition of the
position of Judge Wilson and the institution he rep-
resents. Anarchists need no protection. But a govern-
ment that will put a ban on any set of people, for their
1deas, must protect itself, for it is indeed in danger.

ye ye ye
OUR POLICE CENSORSHIP*

By VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE

ELLOW-MEN :
I have written my speech; I generally write
my speech. We have a censor, and the censor
may call me to account. He has some reporters here:
and in their anxiety to earn their money, and their short-
age of intelligence, they are likely to report me as utter-
ing a lot of idiocy which the censorship wishes me to
utter, in order to excuse its illegal, unconstitutional, and
tyrannical action. To illustrate the mental caliber of the
servants of the law, who are set to judge what you, the
people, ought to be allowed to hear, I will relate a little
incident of last week. A policeman, straying into a
cigar store for a rest, remarked to the young lady at the
counter, “Think of a woman like Emma Goldman want-
ing to speak!”

“Well,” said the lady, “why shouldn’t she speak if she
wants to? How do you know that what she was going
to say was bad when you didn’t let her even open her
motuth ?”’

“Oh,” replied Sapience, “everybody knows what she’s
going to say. Why, she carries a red flag with her:
everybody knows red means danger.”

Now, this person has doubtless been trained to know
that a red lantern over a break in the curbstone signifies
danger; or a little red flag put up in the middle of the
street means a place to be walked around; and he prob-
ably conceives that Emma Goldman has appropriated one
of these little flags and runs around waving it, notifying
all the people that she is dangerous. Upon sources of in-
formation like these, the censorship depends for its knowl-

* Address delivered October 8, 1909, in Philadelphia, at a public
meeting of protest against the police suppression of Emma Gold-
man’s lectures.
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edge of what Anarchists preach; therefore I have writ-
ten my speech,—that policemen may not put incendia-
rism in my mouth.

If T stand here and say, for instance, that I believe in
the abolition of great cities, because I think they are an
infinite evil in human life, full of corruption and tyranny;
that I think humanity would, if free, spread itself out,
and distribute itself in small communities over the now
waste lands of the globe, some policeman 1s likely to go
to Timothy O’Leary, and say that I said the proper thing
to do would be to tear up the pavements and bombard the
city hall; that is about as correct an understanding of the
word ‘“abolition” as a policeman is capable of; and upon
intelligences like these the rights of citizens depend. Not
upon the Constitution; not upon the bill of rights; but
upon the man with the club.

Now, against this man with the club, I am here to
declare, and I shall keep on declaring until the club stops
my mouth, for the unlimited freedom of speech. 1 happen
to be a citizen of this country, through no fault of mine,
but I want no freedom for myself that I do not want for
every other human being, citizen of this country or citizen
of the world.

More than this: You know the story of the Bell of
Atri? The bell which any one with a grievance might
ring and call the council together for a hearing? You
know how the vine grew around the bell-rope till one
day an old worn-out horse, turned by his thankless owner
upon the highway to crop his living as he might, pulled
at the vine-leaves till the great bell rang loud to all the
people the Wrong of the Dumb? I have said often and
often in our struggles to maintain a free platform for all,
and I say again, that if any old sad belabored dray-horse
could be gifted with the power of speech to tell his wrong
(and if the wrongs that men have done to beasts in main-
taining this accursed civilization had left their mark,
there is not a paving-stone in the city that would not glow
rust-red), that old sad slave should be welcomed by us,
and be free to have his say. That is what I want—free-
dom for any one to speak, freedom for any one to listen
to what he pleases, to whom he pleases.

It doesn’t matter who Emma Goldman is, nor where
she comes from, nor what she has to say. Lawyers and
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judges may quibble and define use and abuse, and liberty
and license, and rigmarole and rolemarig. But I will
stand for the whole thing—nothing less. The news-
papers of this city have published the most bitter and
virulent lies about Anarchists. Some of them have, on
such occasions as seemed to make the utterance pOpular,
declared editorially that the only proper place for an
Anarchist 1s decorating a rope swung over a lamp-post.
They said these things, and ministers of the gospel of
Christ offered to head mobs to hang us, here in this city;
and 1f that is not inciting to riot and endangermcr late,
wonder what 1s. And T stand for their freedom to say
it; I stand for their freedom to lay bare all the inward
brutality and barbarism of their souls but I stand like-
wise for my r1ght and every other man’s, woman'’s, child’s,
to say that those “who take the sword shall perlsh by the
sword”; that not by force and law and servitude shall
humanity advance towards the great goal which no man
knows in its entirety, but which looms dimly upon us
through the opening future; but through {reedom,
through the abolition of restriction, through self—asserting
manhood, which does not fear to speak its mind, nor to
listen when others speak, nor to let others listen to what
they will.

Now, who 1s Emma Goldman, and what had she to
say, that Director Clay and Timothy O’Leary should take
away the right of the inhabitants of Philadelphia to hear
her speak ; should assume in advance that what she would
say would upset the peace of the community ?

She 1s a direct and fearless person, who for many years
has been the target of police attacks. Away back 1n
1893 she addressed a meeting of unemployed people 1n
New York, and told them precisely what Cardinal Man-
ning said; viz., that “A starving man has a natural right
to his neighbor’s bread.” The difference was that Car-
dinal Manning said it in a fifty-cent magazine which the
people couldnt buy, and Emma Goldman said it directly
to starving men. Now, they didn’t take their neighbor’s
bread; they didn’t riot; they went away quietly and went
on starving. But the State of New York sent Emma
Goldman to Blackwell’s Island for a year. From that
time on, no matter where she has spoken, the police have
sought to interfere with her; they have attached every
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disagreeable publicity to her name that they could; they
have seized every occasion to charge her with responsi-
bility for other people’s actions. They have put lies into
a dead man’s mouth in order to victimize her. And for
all that, notwithstanding all the times they have arrested
her, notwithstanding the prejudices of the people due to
public misrepresentation, and the facility of courts, they
have never succeeded in convicting her of anything since
1803.

Why do they continue it? It is, indeed, beyond the
comprehension of reasoning people. But then the police
are not reasoning people. Reasoning people, such for
instance as the Editor of the Public Ledger, say that such
assumption of power on the part of a Director of Public
Safety is intolerable tyranny; Mr. Ledger says that he
wishes all Anarchists could be silenced, but not by force;
by the good sense of the public who should abstain from
listening to us. Now that is fair; the man thinks we are
a nuisance, thinks that our doctrines are not worthy of
attention, and says so. All right; he is entitled to his
opinion, and the method he advises for silencing us is a
very Anarchistic one. It involves no force, no denial of
freedom. It’s precisely what I myself do with the Ledger
about fifty weeks out of every fifty-two. I don’t read it,
—or any other newspaper.

If what we have to say appears to be worthy of con-
sideration to those who freely choose to listen to us, then
let them consider and discuss it; 1f they think they can
refute it, let them try to do so; if they think what we say
1s ridiculous, let them laugh at it; if they think we are be-
neath attention, let them pass us by on the other side; but
let them not endeavor to close our mouths by the strong
hand.

That 1s a method to which tyrants have ever resorted,
and by which they, in the long run, reap the whirlwind.

Men and women who have some pride of the free
human being yet within you, I appeal to you to make the
cause of the free word, and the free right of assemblage,
your cause. Let FREE SPEECH be heard on every street
corner, till the very politicians will for shame adopt it.
If the people, the people at large, speak, and demand free
speech for the most hated—for free speech means that: it
was never necessary to declare freedom to say what those
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in power believe—then we shall have a real Declaration of
Independence—not on paper, but in will and act.

i

3 yE vz

FREE SPEECH RECALLED

By HARrRY BOLAND.

O you remember how Gulliver, when he lay down

D upon the ground to sleep, was set upon by the
lilliputians, who proceeded to bind him with

tiny threads. He, no doubt, smiled, feeling his own
security, when he first became aware of their purpose.
But while he slumbered they worked on, thread by
thread until, when at last he awoke, he found it im-
possible to free himself. Now the people of America
to-day are in Gulliver’s position. They feel that they
are free and they accept each new invasion of their
rights with the same nonchalance with which he
viewed the little thread which was soon to enmesh
him. Truly eternal vigilance is the price of liberty;
a small price, but apparently too much to ask of the
average man of to-day. The men who designed our
nation, who framed her laws, were not afraid to pay
the price. And dearly did they pay, as pay they must
who live for an 1deal. History is full of instances, too
numerous to recount, of those who have gone to stake,
to gibbet, to gallows. The early American patriots
did not escape calumny, contempt, and condemnation.
But those things were as little or nothing to them,
for they had in view the perfect Republic which
Americans to-day are forgetting. The debt they paid
to the ignorant lovers of things increased in pro-
portion as they worked for the bringing about of
their 1deals. Theirs was not our twentieth century
impudence. They had faith in their integrity, but did
not consider themselves infallible. They knew that
time would bring changes, and that the Constitution,
left in the hands of a selfish few, might suffer from
misinterpretation. Therefore they declared our inde-
pendence in words like these: “When a long train
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same object, evinces a design to reduce the people



302 FREE SPEECH RECALLED

under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such government.”

But you cannot declare any man independent. Who
would be free, himself must strike the blow. No man
can receive any more liberty than he is capable of.
If the desire for freedom is not there, freedom will not
come to anyone.

Most Americans love liberty. If once awakened to
the fact that theirs is slowly but surely being taken
from them, and when the realization brings with it
the sense of their own responsibility, they will arouse
and change things.

No one could have witnessed the outrageous man-
ner in which the right to free speech and free assembly
was clubbed to death in this city (Philadelphia), on
Tuesday, September 28, without always feeling that a
shameful injustice had been done, and that all who
did not protest were in reality as much to blame as
those who forcibly prevented Emma Goldman from
speaking.

Habit has encrusted our nature like a robe of dust.
We know that things were not always as they are,
that they are not right and must be changed, but most
of us are perfectly willing to let the other fellow do
the changing.

[t seems natural to us, because we have suffered
from the dominance of parents, that all our relation-
ships of life should be based upon the same master-
and-slave notion. Tyranny begins at home, and we
bear it wherever we encounter it. In the mercantile world,
in marriage, from the press, from the pulpit, we are
such dependent fibre that we hand over our dearest
rights to the man or woman who is foxy enough to
appropriate them, and it 1s generally to some rogue.

We know that the spirit of 1776 was for the largest
kind of universal liberty. The framers of the Declar-
ation and the Constitution were hampered only by
the language they used in making it clear that America
was to be FREE. Why should we sit down, then, 1n
this awful state of acquiescence and see our dearest
rights invaded?

It is up to us individually, for
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Humanity’s strife humanity must pursue,

Or many eat the bread sweat-won by few.

Thrice feeble who, their strength untried, unknown,

Reap, folded-handed, where they have not sown.
3 2 e

TO LOVERS OF LIBERTY
T O all lovers of Liberty, Justice, and Equality,—to

those who would perpetuate the memory of our
martyred comrades, this appeal 1s addressed.

I intend to republish the speeches delivered by Albert
R. Parsons, August Spies, Louis Lingg, Adolph Fischer,
George Engel, Michael Schwab, Oscar Niebe, and Sam-
uel Fielden, in Judge Gary’s Court, at Chicago, Oct. 7-8-9,
1830, 1n answer as to “why sentence of death should not
be pronounced” upon them.

These speeches, as some of the readers are doubtless
aware, were published at the time they were delivered,
and had a large sale. ‘L'hey contain a concise history of
the Labor Movement of twenty-five years ago, and for
this reason are valuable to every working man and
woman.

They are the last message to the world from men who
were under sentence of death for no reason but their
devotion to the cause of their class.

About $500 will be required to publish the speeches. I
feel exceedingly anxious about this matter, as I am the
last of the living active ones who worked with them, and
I fear should I die before I accomplish this, they may
never be published.

Comrades, will you assist me?

1L.ucy H. PARSONS.

ys e e
GENERAL FREE SPEECH FUND

Jos. Fels, Phila., $100; Italian Labor Union, per E. G.,, N. Y., $25;
Collection per Dr. Reitman, M., E. Ball, N. Y., $17.50; Collection New
Haven E. G. Meeting, $12. Per Lists: M. Kisluik, Atlantic City, N. J., $7;
H. Kaufman, Minneap., Minn., $5.90; H. Michailowitz, N. Y., $5; Miss B.
Lowensohn, N. Y., $5.15; S, D1 Gisi, N. Y., $31.\¥0; H. Machetto, West
Hoboken, N. J., $3.60; Miss Rebecca Edelsohn, N. Y., $3.55; J. Miller,
Houston, Texas, $3.35. Miss B. Lowinsohn, N. Y., $2; James and Rose
Shoob, Brooklyn, N. Y., $2; per Wm. Erichsen, N. Y., $2; per J. Handler,
N, Y., $1.85; per Miss T. Gelfenbein, N. Y., $1.15; Dr. Rose Fritz, N. Y.,
1; Dr, K. Leverdon, N. Y., $1; A, H. Garner, Hannibal, Mo., EI; X1,
NOO%? Wash., D. C., $1; J. H. Grigsby, Louisville, Ky., soc.; 1. Rosen,
e B £ e
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PER LEONARD D. ABBOTT, CHAIRMAN F. S. C.

Eugene Walter, N. Y., Dr. E. B, Foote, N. Y., each, $20; Fr. P. Walsh,
Kansas City, Mo,. H. Bool, Ithaca, N. Y., each, $10; D. C, Spaulding,
S. F.; H. Roberts, Butte, Mont.; Joe L. Rosby, N. Y.; Wm. B. Du Bois,
Bayonne, N. J.; D. Kiefer,- Cincin.,, O.; M. Hornstein, London, Can.;
C. B. Hoffman, Enterprise, Kan.; W. C. Owen, Los Angeles, Cal.; H.
Korbgoweit, Mt. Pleasant, Pa.; Mrs. A. S. Forrester, La Canyada, Lal}
S. Rosenbloom, Brooklyn, N. Y. Py, lropp; N Yz.; Mrs. A. Sterling,
N. Y.; each $5. Per F. Pavel, S. Wilmington, Ill., $3.10; M. Zaslaw,
Brkl’'n:; R. T. Paine, W. Hoboken, N. J., each, $3. Natasha Notkin, Phila.;
Gertrude Barnum, N. Y.; Theo Tietz, Hartford, Conn.; Fr. Rathbun, N. Y.;
B. Capes, St. Louis, Mo.; M. Polsky, Coffeyville, Kas.; Abe Isaac, gL 2
N X Dr. Ch. Andrews, N. Y.; each, $2. Ed. Wenning, Cincin., O.;
Th. McKeone, Cincin., O.; Geo. Hoffeller, N. Y.; Thos. Brothers, Brook-
lérn, N. Y.: Fay Lewis, Rockford, Ill.; Abe Bregman, St. Lous, Mo.;

arl Gleesen, Kansas City, Mo.; Dr. Geo. Pyburn, Sacramento, Cal.; H.
Schad, St. Louis, Mo.; J. B. Wheeler, Chicago, Ill.; each, $1. Mrs. I1.
Acitelli, Dudley, Pa., 55¢.; Anna Edelstadt, Butte, Mont., 50c.; Dr. C. D.
Spivak, Denver, Colo., soc.—Total, $337.15.

EXPENDITURES.
Deficit, as per Sept. acc’t....$74.90 Brookyn . i ol s ol 25.00
To Printer, Facsimile letter of To Stenographer and Type-
Newarie Mmayor caveiies s 8.00 WEITEr i ehss Ues ivid s s 5.00
To. Printer, stationery.«vsvsa 7.50 To Chairman F. S. C., postage. 5.00
Gy i SR e RSt 1) v e 7.00
To Printer, 500 F. S. Circulars 4.50 $150.40
10 ‘Printer, stationeryi..v... 7.50 i ey - e R AR RN SR $337.18
20 LW, W, Spokane; for Expenditures soovisveiios $150.40
Free Speech Pighte...i.. 15.00 :
Police Suppressed Meeting, $177.75
PHILADELPHIA FREE SPEECH FUND
RECEIPTS.

A TFriend, Philadelphia, $50; F. S. Meeting Receipts, Phila., $53; Col-
lection E. G. Meeting, Phila., $20; Collecticn Yom Kippur Meeting, Phila.,
$18.50; Collection F. S. Meeting, Phila., $17; Per A. Brandschein, Phila.,
$11; Per E. G., Atlantic City, $11; Collection Harlem Lib. Alliance, N. ¥ v
$10; Bolton Hall, N. Y., $10; J. Rosby, Phila., $10; H. B,, Phila.,
$10; Collection V. D. Cleyre Lecture, H. L. Alliance, N. Y., $7.31. A
Friend, Phila.; W. E. Jackson, Phila.; S. W. Cooper, Phila.; Th. L. White,
Phila.; Mrs. W. Addicks, Phila.; Fr. Stephens, Phila.; Voltairine de Cleyre,
Phila.; H. Shenk, Phila.; Dr. Cary, Phila.; Sunrise Club, N. Y., per
Bolton Hall; Workmen’s Circle, Br. 126, Atlantic City, N. J.; Collection
per V. de Cleyre, Phila.; each, $5; List per V. de Cleyre, Phila., $4.30;
Per M. Rosen, Phila., $2.55; Roy Cigar Factory, per A. Brandschein, Phila.,
$2.08: NMr. Nadro, FPhila., M. ghulmfm, Phila., each, $2; Five physicians,
Phila., each $1; Horace Traubel, E. M. Wolfe, each $1; Per Ida Maryson,
$1.25; Druggist, Phila., soc.—Total, $309.46.

EXPENDITURES PHILA. F. S. F.
Coutisel Heea oo o iiasses $100.00 Philal,: E. G S Re TN

Free Speech Meeting, (Rent, ADBOE L os i i ek 15.00
Advert., Speaker’s R. R. Special Representative sent to
fare, Stenogr., Signs.).... 80.00 Philt., NIBE' S, Liisivsins 10.00
Postage, Telegr., & Teleph... 7.00 e
Stenogr. Work for the Press. 5.00 $322.00
Exn. to Atlanhe City. e, does 5.00 ExpendituUres wviveivvescusns $322.00
E. G & B. R. expenses 4 RetPIDts v vvevinivaveasses 300.46
WEEHE Vi civrevarinvovvne 100.00
Several trips between N. Y. & DIeBet - a b iileti S0N e e $12.54

NOTE :—We hope our comrades will avail themselves of
this special Ferrer issue to order extra copies for propa-
ganda purposes. Orders of 50 copies or more will be filled
at 7c per copy.
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