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“ For always in thine eyes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the world is saved ;
And though thou slay m, we will trust in thee
Joun Hav.

On Pickat Duty.

Judge Black, in replying to Ingersoll, says: “ The
most perfect system of human government that ever
was invented by the wit of man, and the holiest re-
ligion that Ged hus revealed to his creatures, when
united together, form a monstrous compound highiy
injurious to the best interests of the human’ race.”
To be sure! What else could be expected P - Is not
the characier of a compound determined by the char-
acter of 1ts ingredients? Revealed religion is an
evil; human government is' an evil: how could a
mixture of the two be anything but evil? Judge
Black’s remark strikes deeper than he intended. Il‘
the Liberal League is shrewd, it will hasten to seize
upon this, the most forcible statement of its central
doctrine ever framed, and make it"the text of all its
propagandism. Coming from the enemy, it will carry
the more weight.

Months ago Liberty instituted a vigorous search
throughout Europe to discover an authentic picture
of Michael Bakounine, the founder of Russian Nihil-
«ismm,-in order-to reproduce his features for-the benefit
of her readers. The search has been in progress
ever since, and has only just ended in success, We
are now in possession of a photograph of the great
revolutionist as excellent as it is rare, and a magnifi-
cent head and face it represents. It has beer placed
in the hands of itbs engraver, and subscribers to
Liberty will bave the pleasurs of seeing an enlarged
copy of it on the first page of our next issue, accom-
pasied by aninteresting biographical sketch. If they
wish to veward our enterprise and -effurt, they can
best: do so by helping to extend the circulation: of
the number. We will supply extra copies, for gra-
tuitous distribution, at one cent each. Let every sub-
scriber send. for as many as he or she can possibly
afford to buy, and cirenlate them among friends, It
is desirable that all crders should be in- our hands
prior t> November 23.

At the dinner in honor of Henry George prior to
his departure for Ireland he is reported by the © frish
World " to have pronounced himself in favor of ths
nationalization of the land. So far Mr. Ford, editor
of the “ 1rish World,” has not oniy never stated nis
own position on ‘this point, but has apparently stu-

_disusly-avoided. so: dumg «In the ‘aticle referved to

My, Ford explesses the opinion that George's views
of man's relation to the snil are making such rapid
progress us to miake their ‘adoption \mly a matier of
time. Liberty is u‘l‘torey‘sted to learn what ground Mr. |s
Ford oceupies, if any, on .this question, and, if he
agrees with George that the land ought to be nation-
alized, what he nieans’by this term, Mr. Georgc‘*
[ y be’ stated in three proposxtxon.:.
1, that. a]l lmman befngs hzwe an mahenuble right to

lie basia of the margin of culuvnmon

in labor. George, further, justifies interest, affirms
the right of capital to a share cf lalor's products,
and Jeclares that this right rests nxon the same thing
as rent,—namely, the margin of cultivation, or the
point in production where rent begins-~all of whicis
is a part of the land question and of George's ideas
of man's relation te the soil. We affirm that these
three points of George's land doctrine are irreconcil-
able with eack otker, that ouly the first is tenable,
and that his law of rent, interest, and earnings of
capital has no beiter basis than the law of wages and
the Malthusian doctrine which he so ably refutes,—
in a word, that it is a fiction. Conceding the grand
ability of the author of “ Progress and Poverty,” and
confessing our great esteem for him as a man, writer,
and reformer, we can not be so unjust to other em-
inent thinkers and writers as loussentto the statement
of the *Irish World” that George’s book is the most
remarkable work of its kind written in this century
and that really great rainds have universally ac-
knowledged the worth of his work (as unrivalled),
since Proudhon Lad previously accomplished what
George later attempted and, as we hold, failed to do,
—namely, exhibit the relation of progress to poverty,
though not under that title. The attempt made by
George to identify the school of Proudhon with that
of Lasalle only demoustrates his utter failure.to.un-
derstand either,

Weadell Phillips, urged by the Land League to
visit Ireland and briag the power of his eloquence to
the support of the no-rent gospel, declines on ac-
count of his health. It'is a poor excuse! Imagine
Mr, Phillips halting in his anti-slavery work because
of his health! He couhl give his glorious life a more
glorious ending nowhere th an on an Irish platform,
expending his last breath in persuading the tenants
te pay no more vent. So he might make his baitle
with slavery literally life-long. He sacrifices a grand
oppertunity. But, in view of a sentence in his letter
of deciination, his decision i not to be regretted.
Ha says: * Honest rent is the surpius left after the

bl tenant has lived in comfort,—material, intellectnal,

personal, and social comfort.” The man who says
that can do Ireland no better service than to remain
ou this side oi the ocean and keep his tongue in his
head, silver though it be. As if the rightfulness of
rent deperds, in any sense, upoa the condition of the
tenant! On the contrary, it is the condition of the
tenant that depends very largely tpon the rightful-
ness of rent. The manner of an industricus man’s

‘life i3 not thé measure of his carnings, and doos. not

constitute his title to them. He may live like a pru- |4
per, if he will, or like a prince, if he can; in either
case the equitable reward of his labor remains the
same, What he produces is his to consume, if he
chooses to consume it; and, if he does not so choose,
it is still his to keep. But Mr. Phillips says that the
producer shall be allowed to consume enough of his
product to make him comtortable, but must give the
balance to men who produce nothing and whose sole
funetiont in’ the world is to consume and waste and
destroy, ‘Out_upon such doctrine! It is that of a
tunder-he'xrted hwhwa)man. nmther more nor less,

‘ He | than by puncxple to neéd to add another to thelr
.m= that the on¥y tmn to propeny is rooted number,

About Progressive People.

Frederick Douglas is writing the reminiscences of bis life
rince he hecame a free man.

Professor Haeckel, the eminent evolutionist, has arrived at
Vienia ou his way to Ceylon.

Cnsabianes, a prominent French anarchist, committed
suicide recently at Marscilles.

George Jacob Holyoake is soon to pubhsh the “Life of
Joseph Rayner Stephens, Preacher and Politicai Orator.”

Gov. Roberts, of Texas, declares that * the civilization capa-
ble of republican local seif-government beging and ends with
the plough.”

M. Jules Valldés, the former-communist, is putting the
finishing touch to & five-act play, the title of whick will be
* La Baraque.”

Prince Kropotkine's wife, who has juet passed an examina-
iion for the degre ur Bachelor of Science at Geneva, intends
to graduate in :nedicine ut University College, London.

M. Zrla has no patience with his critics, and incessantly
chafes under their strictures. 2 declares that he is going to
gather all the abuse heaped on him in print, and publish it in
one volume, entitled, ¢ Their Insults.” ‘Ihis, he says, will be
his apology.

In accordance with directions given before his death by the
iate Professor W. Kingdon Clifford, the young English radical
and scientist whose career gave s much promise, his widow
has caused the following beautiful inscription to be carved
upon his monument : * I was not, and was conceived. 1 loved,
and did a little work. T am not, and grieve not.”

Rich men read Henry George’s books, which'aré principally
written to instruct the poor and show them how they are op-
pressed. One of these rich men ‘told George that Fe'much
admired his writings, though dirccted against his own interesis,
but feured them not. “ Why 80?” said Gceorge. ‘ Because,”
replied the millionaire, *“though I read the books you write,
the people for whom they are written never Idok at them.”

A Norwegian paper publighes a statement by Bjoernstjerne
Bjoernson, the novelist, and one of the leaders of the Radical
party in Noiway, in which be says that his party is composed
of Republicans, and that they do not confine themselves to
being Republicans in theory and in secretly cherishing ’hopcs
of the estabiishment of the gova:ment of their choice. 1hey
are, he says, working to bring about the Republic, and they do
all they can to forward the cause of national sovereignty
against regal authority.

Cipriani, an Italinn anarchist, who was expelled from France
a few months ago and arrested and imprisoned on proceeding
to Italy, has made a daring attempt to escape from the fortress
of #lilan, in which he is confined. ' He endeavored to escape
from the window, tbo bars of which he bad industriously filed
through, but his design was frustrated at the last. moment.
The files of which be made use were small ones, furnished by
the prisoner’s friends, who concealed them inside some cigars
which they bronght to him as a present.

M. Louis Blanc is not only a great orator, but he has charm
cf manner, is exquisitely courteoss, and has a ‘delivate social
conscience. Heis not wenlthy, baving only enoughi to keey
up in Paris & mes dest establisiment furnished i ‘the massive

Iinglish style. Tke dead wife he loved so much was attached -
¢0 her lares and penates, and took to France the furniture of
the London home where she and M. Blanc passed the happiest =
years of their married Iife. For her sake he clings to the =
heavy mahogany chairs and tables, the spacious hookeuses )
and sideboard, which they brought with them from Fugiand. ;

Ruskin, in his latest bock, * The Bible'of Amicns,” writing £
on the homage paid to the Virgin 'Mary, says: ** Neither Ma-
donan worship, nor lady worship of any sort, whetherof déad
ladies or living ones, ever did any human creaturd any havm
bat that mency worship, wig worship, cocked. Bat-and feather:
worship, plate worshlp. pot worsh.p, and pipe worship . ha
done and are doing a great' deal; and that any of these and
are quite million-fold more offensive to the Sod of heaven
earth anid the 'stars thith all the’ absurdest and lovingesi
sakes made by any gencrations of ‘His simplo children ah
what the Virgin Muther. eould or MM or: nghz do and l

for themn.”
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« A free man is one who enjoys the use of his reason and his
JSaculties; whe iz neither blinded by passion, nor Aindered or
driven by oppression, nor deceived by erroneows opinions.” —
PROUDHON.

Ireland’s New Saviour.

“We admit that the spectacle of reformers fighting
ench other is not a very flattering one. While the
great army of oppressors remaing so numerous and
audacious that our limited space permits us hardly
to touch the outposts in detail, it is no very envi-
able duty to have to turn our scanty ammunition
upon the thin ranks of reformers. Sentimentally
speaking, the slender forces tv which the poverty
and ostracism of liberals restrict them ought all to
bo directed against the flanks of the enemy,

Yet, howsoever good the intentions of a fellow-
reformer, he is liable to become a greater misfortune
to progress, if his premises and methods ure radi-
cally wrong, than a whole brigade of the eremy out-
side the camp. 'The author of * Progress wnd Pov-
erty " is said to be a man of no airs,— quiet, plain,
unyretending, modest, democratic, — a veritable man
grown out of the common people. He has shown
the title-labelled numskulls of colleges and other
monopolizing haunts of authoritative wisdom that &
workingman can write a book which, in spite of their
contempt, excites the wonder and interest of thinkers
all over the world.

Mr. George's pen-pictura of the * persistence of
poverty ” amidst ever-increasing wealth end plenty
does him immense credii a8 a litorary giant, and his
book, in demolishing the Malthusian humbug and
setting the old school of economic quacks aright cn
many important: points, is worthy of ali the admira-
tion which his friends have bestowed upon it.

Against Mr. George u8 » man, and against the
many able and original points in his book, we have
nought to say. But against Mr. George as s writer
totally ignorvant of the vital problem of Liberty.
which overshadows all merely economic considera-
tions, we have something very serious to say, and
shall say it without stint. That he would wilfully
side wich despotism it would be ungenerous to sur-
mise, »nd that a man of kis acute powers of thirking
should season his whole thought with the very es-
sonce of tyranny can only be accounted for cn the
score of absolute ignorance of the governmental
problem.

Upon looking into nature Mr. George discovers
that she everywhere furnishes increase not meusured
by labor. Two men start in to culivate the soil.
They have equal capacity, and devote exactly the same
labor, each to his respective field. But one field,
being by’nature far less feriile than the other, simply
furnishes the bare necessities of life to the cultivator,
while the other furnishes a surplus. 'This wmargin,
representing the varying productiveness ¢! different
portions of the soil, ssys Mr. George, makes rent
possible and natural, and peisons wishing to pur-
chase opportunities to secure nature’s increase will

* be willing to pay rent in proportion tc the ratio of

increase which the goi! is furnishing to the sxzisting
holders. Rent, then, is naturs! and just.
By an analogous process of rossoning Mr. George

jusiifizs interest, profits, and the whole range of

usury, and proceeds to expluin ths laws which gov-
ern their adjustment.  Had his work been confined
soicly to these chapters on u-ury, it would have sim-
ply been a poor rehash of sophistries ki h- ivere
demolished centuries ago. -nd which the masierly
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hand of Prowdhon scatlered into everlasting chaos
"beyond the shadow of a vesarrection,

Bat the master stroke of George is left for the Jast.
Usury is just. Nature pays usury., Paraphrased into
the * Irish World’s ” theologicai terminology: * Our
beneficent Creator gave it to all His children us their
inalienable inheritance.” Since, then, nature gave
usury to all men, and since rent represents land-
usury, George would let landlordism execute its use-
ful functions ; but, when the landlords have gathered
up the harvest of land-usury, he would send thav
suolime bully, the State, among them to confiscate it
and distribute it among the whole people. There
shall be no “ hold the harvest” for them.

It is utterly astunishing, however, that Mr. George
fails to see that, by the same reasoning, he is morally
bound, not to stop with rent, but to pursue the gov-
ernmental raid into the banks, and confiscate their
money-usary. Nor must he stop even there. He
raust go into the market-places, stores, and manu-
factories, and confiscate their surplus earnings. Yea,
by the inevitable logic of his system the government
is bound te seize upon the pay of all wage-laborers
and confiscate the margin of increase corresponding
to that which represents rent. In short, the enormity
of the job which Mr. George lays cut is only ex-
ceeded by its ridiculousness and uiter atrocity.

All this insane bosh has its source in ignorance
of the rational domain of yours and mine, which is
at the bottom of the economic problem. If a piece
of land belongs to a man in natural eguity because
he personally cultivates and occupies it, then the
increase which it affords through his labor ¢s 4is as
against all the world. 1If, on his own raerits and
independent of governmental coercion, his fellow-
men choose to tolerate him in the ownership of land
which he does not cultivate and occupy, the rent they
may pay him 48 &is, and no combination of men out-
side of him, under any pretext, have a right to coan-
fiscate what his fellow-men have freely and volunta-
rily given him. The fact is, however, that, in natural
equity, his fellow-men would not tolerate it, and rent

4

rent by fortifying the landlord in his ownership of
what he does uot oceupy and improve. Mr. George's
State is a double damnation to Liberty, since it first
justides the theft and supplies its machinery and
then confiscates the very increase which it has de-
clared nztworal and just. The fact is that il writer
is a gevernmental socialist, and, along with the rest
of those deluded and dangerous foes of Liberty, has
taken exactly the moral ground of the Dark Ages in
assuming that the Socialistic State can do no wrong,
even though it wantouly violate its own standard of
justice as applied to individuals: for, with the Social-
ists, as with the old school of Statocrats, individuals
have no rights which their despotic governmental
1 bully, the Socialistic State, is beund to respect.

Twenty editions of Liberty would noi cover one-
half of the ridiculous and abominable absurdities
which gather at every step around the logic of Henry
George’s book. That this dangerons craze should
have seized upon so steadfast and sturdy a foe of
usury as Patrick Ford should serve as a reminder to
the friends of Liberty that, however gentle, modest,
and devoted Mr. George may be as a man, it is their
imperative duty to fight down his influence in dead
earnest at every opportunity. If this insinuating
craze is able to capture such papers as the * Irish
World " and the New York “ Sun” and “ Truth,” its
power for evil is ivcalcuisble. The “Sun” and
“Truth” are of comparatively little consequence,
but we earnes..7 hope that Fatiick Ford will ponder
long and well before fataliy committing the * Irish
World " to a system whose logic, caiiicd to its natu-
ral outcome, would not only neutralize that journal's
splendid work in the past, but would build ap a des-
| puiism compared with which all that Ireland has
| ever paffered sinks into insignificance. We are curious
{to hear how George's New Ireland will look a:ter his
prescriptions are sent to the * Irish Worl:,” . t more
curions to know whether Putrick Ford can be seduced
into throwing overboard his wits and trimimiag his
{ sails for this economie guif of perdition,

would become impossible. The-State alone creates

At Chicago.

A lurge portien of Liberty's spuce is surrendered
in this issue to a skeleton report of the proceedings
at the recent National Socialistic Congress at Chieago,
submitted by our own delegate, Dr. Joseph H Swsin.
‘The congress appears to have been bighly success-
fui und harmonious, and its results are, in the main,
apcinently satisfactory. Though not adopting the
..2me of the ** International,” it has practically made
itsclf the American federation of that body by organ-
izing in accordance with the action of the London
congress, and will, if made the most of, contrivute
greatly to the progress of the world-wide Social
Revolution. Dr., Swain made a strong and uncom-
promising fight for the principles of Liberty, snd,
though unsuccessful in geiting them squarely sdopted
as the principles of the rarty, so influenced the
action of the majoricy as t. wake it acceptable by us.
Indeed, so good was the platform submitted by the
majority, that he hesitated a little before proposing
anythiag in its place. .

_ The chief fault of the platform as it stands seems to

us one vf omission. So far as it attacks the monopoly
of productive agencies, or what are ordinarily called
such, it is splendid ; but it ought also to have attacked
with equal vigor the monopoly of distributive sgen-
cies. Free money is as important as free land; in
this country; even more so. Besides this, we disap-
prove of nothing in the platform or resolutions ex-
cept the use of the phrase * wage slavery” and the
recommendation of armed organization, The dis-
cussions at the various sessions showed that the
ballot eraze has not yet been entirely uprooted, and
the advocates of political action, though not carrying
their point, succeeded in vbtzining a comparatively
unobjectionable concession recognizing the political
independence of local groups. Liberty feels highly
honered at being selected as the English organ of the
movement, and accepts the positior, but in no sense
that impairs its entire independence or alters its edi-
torial policy! Now letthe good work goon! Local
groups, which are to be the real strength of the move-
ment, should be formed everywhere, until an Anar-
chistic organization is perfected that shail become
even more truly the real governmen’. of the United
States than the Land Leaguc is the government of
Ireland

Mr. Chainey’s Gospel.

Liberty has already had occasion to refer approv-
ingly to the excellent work that George Chainey is
doing in Boston at Paine Hall, and throughout the
country by his “ Infidel Pulpit." That approval i is
our desire-to emphasize further. He is steadily
widening his field, boldly stepping beyond the con-
fines of theological discussion, and wisely identifying
his religior {or irreligion) with the whole of humau
life. His efforts must not lack appreciation. Every
Liberal should subscribe for the * Infidel Pulpit,”
which it is his purpose soon to enlarge and make
more attractive than before. And now that we are
about it, will Mr. Chainey forgive us if we couple
this word of encouragoment with a word of criti-
cism? According io a report of his recent lecture
on “ Irish Land and Liberty,” he used these words:
¢ If the landlords of Ircland were Irish, I believe the
tenants would be as dumb before them ag the sheep
before their shearers, because they are so dumb be-
fore the priests.” Does he not know that they are
Irish ? that they are absentees? In Ireland an Eng-
lish landlord is the exception, not the rule. Mr.
Chainey should be more careful of his facts. Again,
afler expressing admiration of the motto, * Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity,” he continues thus: **When I
speak of equality, I would not be understood as advo-
cating uader that name soul-murdering communism.
While every man and woman should be free to enjoy
the fruit of his or her labor, equality in the nataral
opportunities of life is the first principle on which
life depends. Through vquality alone can we reach
liberty. Equality is the rcot and liberty the Sower
of existence. From the flower of liberty comes the
perfume of fraternity.® Our Declaraticn says not so.
< All men are horn free and equal™ not equal and
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froe, Jefferson understood the French motto better
than Mr. Chainey, who has unwitting 'y twisted it into
thy shape that suits Louis Blunc und the other wlve-
cates of that “soul-murdering communism ™ which
he rightfully deprecates, He would have it read:
Equality, Liberty, Fraternity, As Proudhon wittily
said, this is like the crucifixion of Christ between
two thieves. For compulsory equality and forced
fraternity are thieves, and between them theve is no
life for Liberty. 1n the face of Mr. Chainey Liberty
still flies her flag, not as the daughter, but the molher
of order.

Guiteau Not a ‘“Child of Liberty.”

« The Guiteau Generation ™ is the title of a recent
discourse by Dr. C. A. Bartol. The printed r2pott is
not now before us, but a few sentences come readily
to our lips, and furnish tha suggestion of what we
would here suy. “Guiteau is our own production.
a child of Libesy.” This is the assumptica, bassd
on the fact that he was born in this country and
raised under the influence of *our institutions.”
Waiving & moment the rather import:nt question
whether * our institutions” do, in any real and ef*
fectuwl way, solve the problem of Liberty; or, admit-
ting, for the sake of the argument, that “ our institu-
tions ¥ and Liberty are in all respects synonymous,—
does it, as 'a consequence, follow that Guiteau is a
« child of Liberty." Liberty, if it exists in America,
inherits the material on which it is at work. The
appearance of a man like Guiteau in America is as
likel7 to be due to what America has inherited as to
what it is in and of itself. Put into one word, wha
is that inheritance P No one can doubt. Tt is Force.
And Guitcau is a child of Force, Dr. Bartol, not of
Liberty. Children, sir, are supposed to resemble and
reproduce the character of their parents. They ave,
in the familiar phrase, « chips of the old block.” In
what way can Liberty be said to be the sire of Gar-
field’s assassin? In this way only,— the way in
which you have said it, — that he was self-prompted
to the deed, But that certainly is a most unjust way
of accusiug Liberty. Do you in the same breath call
such men as Napoleon, Cromwell, the czars of Russia
children of Liberty? They were *self-prompted™
men. And if to be thus self-moved constitutes a man
an heir of Liberty, either of the tyrants named could
claim the inheritance by 2 title more indisputable
than Guiteaw's. Bat, of course, Dr. Bartol is ready
with the qualification that one must be moved by
a self in harmony with the law of Liberty in oider
to ke Liberty's child. Very well, was Guiieau so
moved? Ah, sir! had it been so, Garfield would
have been living to-day. Liberty does not invade
the right of life in any man. Liberty is without
weapons of offence. Her devotees are bourd hand
and foot in her only law, whick holds the Liberty of
others as sucred as their own,  To kill another is not
to set forth the nature of Liberty. The slayer is not
Liberty’s champion, but Tyranny’s. Itis the resource
of despotism, the triumph of Force,

Therefore do we affirm that Guiteau is no child of
Liberty, though he is, as we now insist, a child of
« our institutions,” in so far as they rely, nct upon
voluntary support, but upon Force. Guiteau wished
Garfield dead, and he compelled his death. Dead,
he desired him, or made over to his idea of what he
should be, He would have him dead as ke was, and,
if he had seen the way to have him so die and yet
live among men, we doubt not he would have kept
the money that purchased the pistol in bis pocket.
But. te had no such idea.. He had the common, pre-
vailing idea, — the idea of the supromacy of Force,
He was the child of what you, Dr. Bartol, you and
the majority of your countrymon, exalt, Law forced,
—« en-forced,” you put it.

And that, sir, is what America has inherited; not
what she bas invented. 'No matter about our Fourth
of July craze; we still-live, not on our own genius
for Liberty, but on our porrowed capital, — numely,
the organization of despotism, whose weapon is
Gniteau’s pistol.

Is it not so ?

LIBERTY. &

Capital: What it Is and What It Is Not.

Deak My, Tvekkr:--1 have no desire whatever to ob-
trude myse. f ‘o your controversy with Mr. Babeock, but 1
cannot help wishing to say a word or two about Bﬂb‘tim'al
plane story, which you quote from Ruskin with his own re-
marks regarding ft.

The story itself is, of course, nothing but an economical
conundsum ; and it would have no point whatever, were it not
for the absurd property system which makes it neccssary for
our “ Williams” to borrow planes and other instrumentalities
of labor from our * Jameses.” (1)

Mr. Ruskin Limeelf only nses the illustration tu ignore it as
at all exylanatory of the princip'e of interest (2); and, were
it not for the first part of the article that you quote from him,

{ should derive some hope, from his last sentence, that he has
a glicimering idea of the true nature of capital.

He says: “ There arve, indeed, very many subtle conditions
invelved in any sale; one among which is the value of ideas,

.+ . (the article is not one which modern poliiical econo-
mists have any familiarity with dealings in;) " &c. (3)

The point I wish to make relates to his supposition of the,
practically, total destruction of ** capital” (4), in the passage
a1 the beginning that I have yeferred to.

He says: “If all the money of all the capitalists in the
whole world were destroyed; the notes and bills burnt, the
gold irrecoverably buvied, and !l the machines and apparatus
o manufactures crushed, by » mistake in signals, in one catas.
trophe; and nothing remained but the land, with its animals
and vegetables, and buildings for shalter,” — well, what then ?
Why, he says: ¢ the poorer population would be very littlo
worse off than they are at this instant. . . . It is only we who
had the capital who would sutfer.” -

I raust not ask for space to an-te his description of the con-
ditions of the two classes — laborers and capitalists — under
the supposed — catastrophe. (The word calamity would not
be applopriate to such an event, for, ir my opinion, it would
be anything but & calamity in its general results.)

Now, it is quite evident to me that Mr. Ruskin, when he
wrote those words, had not & correct idea — aud I doubt if he
has to-day — of the misapplication he was making of the term
« capita.” And yet the very results which he was partially
right in imagining would occur from the catastrophe ought to
have taught him that, were all tuese things which he errone-
ously called * capital” suddenly destroyed, capital, real capi-
tal, would still remair, comparatively unimpaired!

Things that perish almost as fast as they are produced are
not capital.

The Iated and developed
the ruce alone are capital. (5)

1t is this thought and experience embodied in material
forms that are really that property of “wexlth” which makes
it an invaluable aid to labor, and which renders wealth, in any
other than its private (6) use, a privilege as dangerous to so-
ciety and to Liberty as we all sec it to be.

But the value of capital, embodicd in these material forms,
is a8 nothing compared with its valus in the form of know-
ledge stored up in men's minds, and reaching to their fingers’
ends. This was the portion of capital that Mr. Ruskin left
out of the account (7) in the above suppcsition, and it would
exist in all classes ¢. men in about th: same proportions as it
does to-day. So that, in the case supposed, Mr. Ruskin would
not * starve,” for learned teachers like him would be wanted
just as much, and, I may add, would be more highly appra-
ciated, and d greater infl But I am encroach-
ing.

th

ght and experience of

Yours faithfully, W. G. 1. SMART.

Bostoy, October 9, 1881.

[For convenience of commeént upon Mr. Smart's let-
ter, we have inserted in it parenthetical figures at the
points which it is our intention to consider.

(1) We made practically the same statement in
the following issne of Liberty in these words:  Those
who would have the v:arer rewarded for rendering
a service always fin” it convenient to forget that the
usurer’s victims would not need his service were it
not that the laws made at his bidding prevent them
from saving theraselves.,” * Apex,” on: of our val-
ued correspondents, elaborates the same important
point in a letter printed in the present issuve.

(2.) Notatall! Mr. Ruskin accepts the illustra-
tion as explanatory of the principle of iuterest, and
alters only the language in which it is couched, so
simplifying und abridging it as to bring the atrocity
of that princ ple more clearly into view.

(3.) In our view Mr. Smart misconceives Mr.
Ruskin’s meuning in using the phrase, “ value of
ideas ; " though it must be confessed that his meaning
seems rather yagve. That he had a clear meaning,
however, need not be doubted.

(4) Mr. Ruskin makes no such supposition. He
supposes the. destruction of what is ordinarily called
capital.—that is, money and machines,—and shows
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that, in thai event, the inborers would insediately,
by the exercise of their wits, —thai is, the really in-
porwant part of their capital,~manufacture new ma-
chines anl proceed us before. 1In saying this he
shonld have Mr, Smart’s applause (be cerininly has
ours), for he calls attention to Myr. Smart’s pet idea,
the capitalistic nature of accumulated thought and
experience,

(5.) We quite agree with Mr. Smart that “ aceu-
mulated thought and experience are capiiai,” but we
utterly fail to see wlhy *¢ things that perish almost as
fast as they are produced are not capital” Any pro-
duct that lasts any time at all and is capable of use
us un aid to reprodvction £ capiial.

(6.) Mr. Smart’s distinction between soctal and
private wealth, calling the former capital to be held
in coromon and the latter personal property to be
held by individuvals, lies well toward the bottom of
his plulnsophy, but nevertheless is unmitigated bosh
based on pure chimera. All wealth is social wealth;
all wealth is private wealth, Capital is product, and
product is capital. And tc the producer belongs prce
duct and capital. In the words of Proudhon, “ we
produce to consurae and consume to produce.” A
man’s coat is capital us truly as a steam-engine.
The feod that we eat is capital ; the clothing that we
wear is capital; the picturcs thai we feast ouv eyes
upon, provided they are well executed and teach en-
nobling lessons, are capital. And in just the same
sense and for the same reason —namely, that they
aid in reproduction,—the spade and axe and lathe
are capital. And any man may own one as well as
the other, but neither unless he earnsit. And wealth
that is earned, whether by labor of brain or labor of
m‘us\:le, is never a privilege, and cannot, per se, in-
jure either society or Liberty. To be logical, Mr.
Smart must either stand for unqualified communism
and deny individual possession altogether, or stand
for unqualified I verty and claim for each and every
individual the possession of kis product or an equi-
valent of it. His so-called socialism is a hybrid phi-
losophy, incoherent in its structure and unreal in its
elements. :

‘N As we indicated above, Mr. Ruskin, instead
of leaving this portion of capital out of the account,
wrote the paragraph in question expressly to empha-
size the importance of taking it into account.

Mr. Smart’s letter ought to have appeared more
promptly, but the character of our reply will pro-
bably convioce him that the delay was due to no dis-
inclination tc grapple with his criticisms. — Ep1TOR
LiBERTY.]

Another Answer to Mr. Babcock.

MR. Tucxer:—In your issue of October 15 I notice a ques~
tion by J. M. L. Babcock, and, aithough you have answered
it, yet, I beg to give my answer. The question is this:—*Isa
man who loans a plough entitled in equity to compensation for
its use?” My answer is, * Ye¢s!” Now then, what of is?
Does that make something for nothing right? Let us see.
We must take it for granted that the loaning of the plough
was & good business transaction. Such being the case, the
man who borrows the plough must give good security that he
will return the plough and pay for what he wears ont. He
must have the weaith or the credit to make the owner of the
plough: whole in case he should break or lose the plough.
Now, I claim that this man, having the wealth or credit to
sccure a borvowed plough, could transmute that same credit
or security into moncy, without cost, and with the money buy
a plough, were it not for a monopoly of money. For a mo-
nopoly of money implies a monopoly of everything that money
will buy.

1f the people should give to iandholders, as & right, what
they now give to bondholders as a special privilege,—why,
you might lean ploughs for a price, but the price would not
include a money cost, as is inevit>™'2 under our present mo-
netary system.

Let us reracinber aat an individual transaction under a sys-
tem of poly does not rep nor ill tha truth as
it would be under a nataral or just system. Again, superfi-
cial ideas do not always harmonize with the ceviral truth,

Briefly, but truly yours,

ArRx.

Tony Revillon, who has shot into notice in Paris as & writer
of workingmen’s novels and a radical, began his litcrary career
at the antipodes of Belleville life,  One of his fiest #f¥0%s was
an elegantly written volume of souvenirs of the Faubourg
Saint Germain,




The Chicage Congress.
(REPOKTED FOR LIRLRTY BY HER OWN DELEGATE.)

In accordance with the call initiated by tho groups which sent
delegntes from, the United States to the congross of the Inter.
national Weorking People's Association recently held in Lon-
don, for a Nationa! Soclalistic Congress to mect at Chicago,
Oct. 21, 22, 23, nnd! int whicn sucialistic groups and sections of
all shades, wecvy of compremise and desirous of accomplish-
ing the sociai revolution by other means than political action,
were invited to particip.o, T was duly appoiniad to represent
Liberty, and now offer tho foliowing repore. 1 sarived at Chi-
cagy fn tiue to-bo prosent at the afiernoon eession of Friday,
the opening day. The convention had been called to order at 10
A.M., at the North Side ‘Tarnar Hali, but, after appointing a com-
mittee o' three on credentials, adjourned to reussemble at 2 »oM.
Tae cou:rnriitee on cvedentials reported the names of twenty dele-
gates entitied to seats aud representing New York, Boston,
Philadeiphia, Chicago, Jersey City, Hoboken, St. Louis, Mil~
waunkea. vud ovher socialistic strongholds. The followiny pre-
ambie avd sesclution was then offered by A. Spies of Chicago,
and adoped . .

Wae
and in
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ne, Tho British Government has most ontragecusly,
sition to the usage and cusioms of that country, as
suition to the spirit of our age, invarcerated and
1 who were manly enough to expose the wrongs
commnitted by that government upon the poor
B vish people; and

#Whereas, The Pritish Government thereby sanctions and
agvocates the perpetnation of the wholesale robbery of the
Irisir people by the unscrupaiows rud monstrous lsndlords,
rad vecoguizes the monopoly and U\Vnership of the resources
of life, such ug lend and merns of labor, in possession of a
privileged few, whil: on the otaer hand depriving the masses
of thuir hwuses, liberty, and breed: and

iWhereas, The vwnership of land and l’?e means of ln!-m' is
a legai theft, which causes serfdora, destitutice, and misery,
and which for the universal benetlt of maukind should by ul
means be abulished ; and .

W hereas, By the recent steps of the Pritish Governme s,
free spuech, the vxpreesion of decp felt grievances of the peaple
of Irciand has been suppressed; be it therefure

Resolved, ‘Lhat we, now assembled in cungress, hereby con-
demn and denounce the British Government vor the arrest of
the Irish land: sgitators, and that we express our deep-feln
sywmpathy with the Irish people who are now struggling
agninst the opyressive and unnatural system of land owner-
ship and capitalisn.

A communication from radical socialnis of Boston favoring
reorgunization of the socialists of tlie United States, abandon-
ment of political party metheds, total acsti-:ction of existing
economic insiitutions, non-use of force where no force is nsed
to prevent free propagation of socinlistic ideas, and objecting to
the resolutionsiof the London congress so far as they do not
agrec with the foregoing, but fully endorsing the resclution to
make all possible erforts to sprear! the revolutionary ides and
the spirit of revelt among the masses who do not yet take purt
in the wovement, was, with others from various groups, read
and placed on file.  ‘The roll was then called, in order o learn
what instructions had been given to the delegates,
two besides Liberty's representative had none, but were en-
trusted with absolute freedom.  After s buict diseussion of
various plans of organization, the congress went into cxecu-
tive session. During the session committees on platforin, or-
ganization, ete,, were appointed, and at 7 o’clock a motion to
aujourn uutil half-past ¥ Saturday morning wus ngreed to.

In the evening the cotamittees were able to tinish their jubor,
and adjourned to 9 . Saturday, at which time your dele-
guie wio on hund, but was obliged to wait until after 10
o'clock fur ull the members to appear.  The committees occu-
pying the restof the worning, no session of the congress was
held until § o'clock r.y., when the committee on platform
and principles, of which your delegate was a member, pre-
sented @ majority report, signed by Justus H. Schwab, Auez.
Spirs, and 4. R. Parsons, P. Petersun, not sgreeing to the
resolution on independent political action, did not join in the
report, although others of the committee equally objected to
this plank. Liberty's delegate, after aiding in the prepara-
tion of the majority report, drew up a partial report of his
own (the limited time not allowing for its completion), which
he offered to *he congress. As section after seciion of the
majority report was voied, he moved to substitute a section of
his own, giving his reasons therefor.  The majority platform,
a8 finally adopted, reads as follows :

Whereas, We have certain desires and necessities, upon the
satisfaction of which lite and happiness depend, and thut all
the mweuns for such satisfuction exist in vature, to wit: air,
land, water, and wil elsc that exists, us well as ull the benctits
tual grow out of the naturni assuciution of men: therctore,
we declure thiat any seizure of these great necessities Ly one
¢r more persons excludes others from their cqual use, and,
though sanvtioned by law and custo, i8 robbery—an inva-
sion ot the inailenable nghts of wnan, resistance to which is the
lighest virtue, . .

Whereas, ‘Klie aataral resonrces and means.of production
Lave been and are being converted. into private pruperty, by
which the working chusses are hefd in dependence and wauge
slavery, it becomes the right aad duty of* the despoiled to yo-
cover their nutural inberitance by every possivle meuns,

: Congress of hocialists assembled at Chicago, Oct. 21
and 22, 1881, recommend

1. The organization of workingmen and women {being
forcmost mrerested in the solution ol the social problens) into
Yocai, puticnal, and international -assocmtions for the purpose
of edneiting ihemsclves ug to the cause and circamstances
which led to their enslavement, and to learn the remcdies by
which the evil ingy be abolished.

One or| ¥

LIBERTY. &

2. The ovganization of the vevolationary propagardsn and
preparation for aggressive warfure to be waged cgeinst the
system, supportevs and upholders of explolition of man by
man, and to Introduce in its stead free socid and industrinl
codperation.

The rejected platform offered by Liberty's delegate, which
was in many reapeets similar to the foregolng, read as follows :

ihereas, Alt huma: Leings have desires and necessities
upon the satisfaction of which their life and happiness depeund
and for the gratification of which the means are supplied In
nature, viz., air, land, water, and all else not produced hy
man, including the natural forces by the discovery and utili-
zotion of which througly associative effort progress has been
and i8 alone possible, we declare that free access to and free
use of these means of lifc are the inailenable right of every
humaa being, and that any scizure 6f these great necessilies
by one person, or by any class of persens, that excludes others
from equal opportunities, though sanctioned hy law and cus-
tom, is robbery,—un invasion of thwse inalicnable rights of
man, resistance to which Is the highest virtue; and

Whereas, These great necessitics have been and are being
selzed and held by some so as to exclude others from egual
participation in the nse of them, it i« the right and duty of the
despoiled to gain tieir natural inheritance, from which they
:gnve hitherto heen debarred, by every possible means: there-
lore

‘We recommend, as the most economic programme of resiat-
ance and- revolution, the organization of the “riends o human
rights mto local, national, and in'ernational groups upon the
following basis :

Povrricar FriNcrpres: Individual sovereignty ; no govern-
ment of man by man; anarchy,

Porrrical MeTHODS : osganized abstention from the polls;
vesistance to taxavion ; free speech.

Socian PriNcreLes: cost the limit of price; no exploita-
tion of man by man; equity.

Sociar MrTHoDs: organizution of credit and exchange;
creation of mutusl banks; free trede.

A plank in the majority report r ding * indcpend
pelitical action wherever svch may be deemed advisable for
the purpose of d ing to the working the utter
wrongfulness and inefiieiency of our political institutions and
‘Le so-calied free-ballot remedy,” gave rise to a long contest
betweer the Chicago delegates, who urged that its n‘i]uptian
was abeolutely necessarv to the preservation of the party in
Chicago, and the visiting delegntes, who, with few exceptions,
strenuously opposed it. It was rejected, hut at the last session
2 substitute recognizing the independence of cacin group in
politics was adopted. The consideration of the above occu-
pied the afternoon and evening of Saturday. .

Sunday forencon the report of the commitice on organiza-
tion and resolutions, presented by the chairman, Adolph Ifer-
ben of Jersey City, was adopted.

The name, ** International Working People’s Association,”
was offered by P. Peterson as a substituie for the name re-
ported by the committee, and was supported by Schwab and
Swain.  This wis one ¢f the hardest contests of ihe session,
your delegate resisting the majority with all the rerources at
his command. The full report on orgauization, as adopted,
reads thus:

This party shall be called the Revolutionary Sociuligic
party.

it shall be composed of all organized groups recognizing the
revolutionary principles adopted by this Congress.

Each group shall enjoy entire autonomy, and shali judge for
itscif the right and proper way of propaganda suitable to its
locality, provided it be consistent with the platform and reso-
lutions of the party.

Each group is advised to eall itsel* after the name of thie
city in which it is located.

Five members shail be deemed sufficient to form a group.

A bureau of information shail be extabiished in Clicago,
composed of as ary for each principal language spoken,
and one for French correspondenve; its' duty shnll be the re-
cording of all existing groups, or organizations, and those
hereafter orgamized; to keep up a correspondence with the
seeretaries of groups and exchange information; and to cor-
responu with all organized groups of the Old World recogize
ing the revolutionary principles con‘ained in our piatform.

Groups wixhing to be recorded must have the indorsemnent

of ﬂ.}l exlsting group ncar its locality, and must give its mem-
bership.

‘Len groups shall have the right to eall & National Conven-
tion.

Applicants for membership shall sign a pledge declaring
their conviction in the party principles. )

The following resolutions, reported by the same committee,
were adopted also:

Resolved, That we herehy ratify the action of the Congress
of the International Working People's Assoviation, vecently held
in London, fnd, acting upon its advice, we have organized

ourselves in the Uuited States in conformity with the condi- |

tions and circumstances surrounding us

Resolved, 'I'hat we hereby extend, on behalf of the defenders
of liberty everywhere, our heartfeit thanks to the Sncialists of
Russia for their nurelenting warfare upon the evils of Czar-
ism, and they have our unqualified support in employing any
and all means to extirpate such monsters from an.ong men.

Resolved, That the Congress assembled recognize the armed
organizations of workingiien who stand ready with tie gun
to resist the encroachments upon thelr rights, and recommend
the forming of!. like organizations ail over the States.

Resolred, That under no circuinstances our members are
allowed to vote for any person or with any party which docs
not absolutely approve of our platform.

On motion, & committee was appointed to revise the proceed-
ings and prepare them for publication in pamphlet foem, after
which President O'Meara made a few closing remarks, and at
4 p.M. declared the congress adjourned sine die.

A reception tendered thc delegates in the evening at Norta
Side Turner Hall was attended by abeut three hundied men,
women, and children.  After the performances of the Socialis.
tic Munuerchor and the German Typographical Mannerchar,

tand it was sclected as the English organ of the new purty.

and a zither performanee by Miss Dethmanu and Messpe
Krsase aad Cohelli, Justus Schwal, read congratulafory ines-
sages frow the soclalists of New York and Philadelphia, and
exhorted the friends of the revolu‘lonary cause 1o ren
steadiast, werking to their utmost t« discen:inate the * doe-
trines of Liberty.” He congrataiated the delegates that the
labors of the congl had been ful gh to weorast
al in entertaining the most senguinc ideas of the work ip the
nea. :uture. He further recited a poem in German, about &
contest between the Kings of Monsey and Hunger, in which the
latter managed to win the prize—Liberty. The fermal pio-
gramme closed with the * Marselllalse,” aiter which dancing
began, continuing till a iate hour.

In writing this report your delegate has relied largely on his
memory. Interesting mattes has been oinitred, and doubticss
some inaccurscies will be made apparent by the revised report
when fssieu. It was the gencra! opinfon that ne ¢ongress of
the kind was ever so harmonious, being unmarred by person-
alities or bitterness. Liberty’s delegate, standiig alone. I
ﬂom: as the advocate of American sccialisn, Josialh W, ;
Goverelgnty of the Individual, and Proudhen's Anarch;
glad -to acknowledge his cordial-reception- by ‘his broil
socialists, and to testify to their uniform courtesy and ‘patien
during :bu sesrions of the congress, the time of which be
0 no small degree in the presencation of his views. A strong
dispocition was shown to extend the circuluation ‘of Libe-ty,

Evideace was not wanting to show that tl.¢ socialistic party
has deveioped great sirength ‘n Chicago,—in fact, ‘hatitir
power not to he jgnored or riaden over rough-shod by the &
dustrinl kings and barons of to-dey. B

PORTRAITS OF PROUDHON.

xﬂ ELEGANT BTERL-PLATE PORTRAIT, suitable to f o
<3 " and hang, of P. J, PROUDHEIN, the prufeundes: politieal
philusopher and economiet thut hus evor lived, will be mailed,
pald and securely wrupped, to any nddress on receipt of 7 cen
Address: BENJ. R. TUCKKYR, Box 8366, Bostun, M

Just Published :
A GOOD WORD FOR THE DEVIL.
BIBLE MUSINGS BY AN INFIDEL. '

BY S8IMEON PALMER.

A satire in rhyme ox: the Bible und Christian superstition. Km,
witty, learned, powerful, 13¢ pp.

Price, poet-paid, 50 cents.
sddress: BERT. R. TUCKER, Box 3366, Boston, Mass.

I:fBERTY’S LIBRARY.

¥For any of the ioliowing Works, address,
BENJ. R. TUCKEE, Box 3366, Boston, Mass.

TRUE CIVILIZATION: A Subject o® vital and
serious Interest toali People, but most 'mmediately to. the Men
and Women of Labor and Borrew. By Josinh Waeren: A Pom.
phlvt of HT prges, now passing through its fifik edi icu, explaining
the baste principles of Labor Reform, — Liberty and  Equity.
I'rice 30 cents. ~

WHAT IS PROPERTY ? Or uan Tnquiry into the
Principle of Right and of trovernment. By P, J. Frovubou. 1're.
faced by n Sketeli of Proudhon’s Life aud Works, a1.G contahiing
an @ Frontispicce a five steel Engraviug of 1he Author, 'l'.-;m-lavg
from the Freneh by Benj. R fucker. A systematie, thorough, and
ravlical discussion of the institution of property, — fia” bugis, its
history, it prerent status, and its Adeetiny, — together “with a
detailed and startliag exposé of the crimes which it enmmits, and
the ovils which it cugenders, 500 puges octavo,  Price, eloth,
$3.50; full catf, blue, giit cdges, §5.50,

THE RADICAL REVIEW: Vol.I., hacdsomely
bound in cloth, et contaiuing over vixty Eeeays, Poems. Trangla.
tions, and Reviews, by the mart prominent racdiend Writérs;on

industrial. fiancial, =ocial, literary, sclentitic, philosophical, ihical,

and religloun subjects. 828 pages octave.  Price, $5.00, Bingle

numbers, $1 13,

SO THE RAILWAY KINGS ITCH FCR AN
Emplre, Do they? By a ** Red-Hot 8triker,” of Scraiiton; Pi. A’
Reply 1o an article by Willinm M. Grosvenor in the Znternu’lonal
Review. Price, IV cents; per hundred, $4.00, St .

PROSTITUTION AND THE INTERNA-
*forad Womun's League. By Henry Bdger.  Price; 15 cvtits,

THE LABOR DOLLAR. By Stcphen Pearl Aun-
deews, Price, 1€ cents. 3 .

CAPTAIN ROLAND’S PURSE: How It is
Filled and How Emptied. By John Ruskin.. "The fint 6f a”
Jected eries of Labor Tracte. Supplivd at 37 conta per hnl;irgﬂ.

ANARCHISM OR ANARCHY ? A Discussion
between William H. Tilinghostand “Benj. R Tucker.  reficed
by an Open Letter o Rev. William &, Powter. Bent on rec it of
Q pontuge stamp. A

MUTUAL BANKING:  Showirg the Radical =
Deficieacy of the maunf Uirculating Medlim, and how Tuterest -
on Munoy can be Abolished. By William “B. Greene, - Prive, 36

centn, y

INTERNATIONAL ADDRESS:
comprhensive, and very vitertalileg Kxposivion of the
of The Voking. Peopic's Tulurastionul assoolation. Ry With
B, Gre nee Price, 13 oenta, % e

THE WORKING WOMEN: A Ictter to the
ey, Henry W, Foute, Minister of Kine's Ohaped, i Vindieation

of the Poorer Class of Buston Working. Women. By William 8.
Greene. Pries, 13 cema. oy . K iy

SOCIALISTIC, COMMUNISTIC, MTh'U

inie, aud Fianclal Fragmeats, By Wil B, Greene Vrioe,




