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« For always in thine eyes, O Liberty !
Shines that high lght whereby the world is saved ;
And thoug thou slay s, toe will trust ia ¢,
Joun Hay.

On Picket Duty.

Ireland’s disgrace: Cashel's Grace.

Ireland’s lesson : Put not your trust in priests.

Ireland's Benedict Arnold: the mfamous, traitor-
ous, cowardly Croke.

Ireland's foremcsc man and real leader: Michael
Davitt, the first of her sons at home to ask his coun-
trymen to join with him in the abolition of that
“immoral tax,” rent. : )

Treland’s chief danger: the liability of her people
— besotted with superstitions trampled on by ty-
sanny; ground into the dvst beneath the weight of
two despotisms, one religioua. the other political ;
victims, on the one hand, of as cruel & Church and,
on the other, of as heertless a State as have ever
blackened with ignorance or reddened with: blood the
records of civilized netions — to forget the wise ad-
vice of their cooler leaders, give full vent to the
passions which their oppressors are airming to fo-
ment, and rush headlong and blindly into riotous and
ruinous revoiution.

Ireland’s truo government: the wonderful Land
League, the nearest approach, on a large scale, to
porfect Anarchistic organization that the world has
yot seen. An immense number of local groups,
scattered over large sections of two continerts sepa-
rated by three thousand miles of oce~n; each group
autonomous, each free; each composed of varying
numbers of individuals of all ages, sexes, races,
equally sutonomous and free; each inspired by a
common, central purpose; each supported entirely
by voluntary contributions; each obeying its own
judgment; each guided in the formation of its judg-
ment and the choice of its conduct by the advice of
a central council of picked men, having no power to
enforce its orders except that inherent in the con-
vincing logic of the reasons on which the orders are
based ; all coordinated and federated, with a wini-
mum of machiuery and without sac:ifice ol sponta-
neity, into a vast working unit, whose unpsralleled
power makes tyrants t2crable and armies of no avail.

Ireland's shortest road to success: no payment of
rent now or hereafter ; no payment of compulsory
taxes now or hereafter ; uiter disregard of the British
parliament and its so-called laws; entire abstention
“from the polls henceforth ; rigorous, but non-invasive
‘“poyeotting™ of deserters, cowards, traitors, and op+
pressors; vigorous, intelligent, fearless prosecution:
of b= land agitation by voice and pen; passive, but
“stubborn resistance to every «¥eunsive act of police or
.milita:v ; and, above all, universal readiness to go to
~pfloon. a.nd promptness  in ﬂlling the places made
vacant by those who may be :sent: to prison.. Open
revolution, terrorism, and: the. policy above. ouclmed
_which is Liberty, are the thme courses- from whichi
~Treland now must chooss one. v

jntrigue, bloody! plos, bne pauion, and - terrib

| into line.

| number among our valued friends.
| Liberty’s soldiers are to be largely recruited, and

Liberty moans certain, unhalting, and comparatively
bloodless victory, the dawn of the sun of justice, and
perpetual peace and prosperity in future for a hitherto
blighted land,

The aim of trne labor reform is not to abolish
wages, but to universulize them. When all men be-
come exciusively wage-workers, no man's wages will
be eaten up by profit-mongers.

We trust. that the friendly critic referred to in our
last issue, Who feared lest Liberty, in its battle
against usury, might favor its suppression by statute
and thereby stultify itself, will be relieved of all anx-
iety on this point by the detailed editorial statement,
in another column, of our exact attitude toward that
giant wrong. He has our thanks for giving us
oceasion to develop this line of thought more specifi-
cally than before.

There is a gentleman in New York whom we rev-
erently admire for his intellectuality, learning, and
breadth of spirit, but whom we are prevented from

implication, of the words Pantarch, Stephen Pearl
Andrews, and God Almighty as interconvertible
terms. He has been much disturbed of late — else
his recent writings mislead us — about the Anarchists
and their “ dread of order,” seeming to delight in
comparing them to burnt children who dread the fire,
For his benefit, and that of a great many others who
ghare his misapprehonsion and concern, we print
elsewhere an admirable article translated from * Le
Révolté,” describing the only kind of “ order” that
Anarchists dread or bave ever felt the consuming
heat of. After reading it, he will see that a repeti-
tion of this tiresome criticism can come only from
the impertinence of stupidity or the wilfulness of
perversity. Consequently, being a philoscpher who
finds his inspiration in neither of these sources, but
exclusively in the sincerity of science, he will never
repeat ii.

The tasis on which harmony in the leeml League
has bee.: restored is arnounced. The majority made
overturer by passing a resoiution declaring its pre-
viously-adopted position in favor of the total repeal
of the Comstock laws not binding on the minority.
The minority accepted the advances, and wheeled
We know that this matter is none of cur
business; but for once we shall meddle far enough
to say that this arrangement dces not meet our ap-
proval. Not that a minority ought to be bournd to
anything against its will; only this, —that a body
which does not care what its members think about
the freedom of the press, but is exceedingly particu-
lar to have them endorse such paltry nieasures as the
expulsion of chaplains from prisons and such objec-
tionable ones as the extension of compulsory taxa-
tion and the enforcement by law of whataver scheme

in & measure, t0/Le interesting to consistent believers
in Liberty. These words are written in nv apirit of
hostility to the League. It contains some of our best
and bravest men and women. Not a few of them we
From its ranks

through its agency much good liberal work is beiug
accomplished. For these very reasons we dislike to

| see it take the back track, and hence our summons,

. . venges,—in short, all the h-rrors of a long-
_nutional vendett 1 & don

{4 Come up hughcr’ N a

admiring for his modesty by his use, at lcast by |jatter.

of morality it chooses (0 pronounce * natural,” ceases,

About Progressive Peoplr.

Colonel Rubert G. Ingersoll has gone to New Mexico w
attend to bis mining interests.

The lete Dean Stanley once said tc an American friend :
 Only one man ever called on me whom I refused to see, and
that man was Mr. W. H. Msllock,” . ;

Jear Ceytaire, one of the many banished to New Caledoni
for perticipation in the Commune, died in Paris’ Septembor 24
from x disease contracted during his period of exile.

Henry George, author of * Progress and Poverty,” uﬂed
Iately for ircland on thc steamer * Spain,” sent thithersby the
“T.ish World ” as its representative and correspondent.

Swinbarne’s new tragedy, * Queen Mary,”—the third pact’
of the trilogy on the Scottish queen,—will be published in'a fow -
weeks. Swinburne has invited Walt Whitman to pay him a
visit, and the latter poet will sail for Eurcpa a few months ;
hence with thi, purpose in view.

Two, works on Mr. Emerson are abeut to be published : one
a rapid sketch by Mr. A. M. Guernsey, similar in ylan and
effect to his sketch of Carlyle; the other a more careful and
elaborate work by Rev. George W. Cooke, of Indianapolis,
Jong a student and admirer of the C d essayist and poet.
The Appletons publish the former; J. R. Osgood & Co., the

Mr. Parnell nas authorized the secretary of the Queen’s
County Land League to say that he intends to give up fox-
hunting himself, and to advocate its total suppression.
“ Hunting,” adds the secretary, ¢ would be on his part a re-
verse step in that cmancipation of the people—to which his
life is d—from a dominant, worthless, insulting
class.”

A monument was erected over the remains of those of Gari-
baldi's band who were killed on the field of Mentana. The
municipality confided the care of it to an ex-Papal gendarme,
who has made a practice of selling the patriots’ bones to tour-
isis as mementocs. Two persons sent from Rome to investi-
gate - :presented themselves as tourists to the custodian, who
sold t.iem relics.

Miss Helen Taylor, the valned friend of Jokn Stuart Mill
and edi or of his postk works, ly cha-acter-
ized Glu 'stone, at a recent meeting of the Democratic Federa-
tion in London, as*an old man of seventy-thrc:, who has
tvned his back npon the enthusiasm of his youth, the corvic-
tions of his manhood, ard the teachings of his matuyer years,
and who is equally ready to support democracy or despotisin
if it answers his purpose.”

Tchernickevski, the imprisoned Russian novelist, a petition
for whose rel WRS prop by a delegate to the Interna-
tional Literary Congress, is said to. have given in a novel,
printed about 1861-62, the first impulse tv what has since
been known as the Nihilist movement. For eighteen years he
has ben in the great mining district of the Crown in Eastern
Siberia, and for twelve years was literally chained to his
wheelba.rew by day and fettered to the wail of his cell at
ajght. Thic treaiment has been latcly somewhat lightened,
but its effects are revealed in his appearance. He looks, al-
though only fifty years old, like a man of great age. The St.

Petershurg correspondent of the ¢ Weser Zeitung ™ announces =~

that the Czar, having been much impressed by the manifesta~
tion at the Vienna cangress, is inclined to grant & pardon to
the Russian litteratewr.

The *“ Patria,” of Florence, recently published a letter from
M. Delattre, one of the French deputies for the department of
the Seine, expressive of good-will toward Italy.. The “ Patria,”
which the next day replied with a complimentary article, has
since received the following letter from Garibaldi, dated Cap-

vera, Sept: 29: * My dear friends: To cleanse thie Italian flag,

which has been trailed in the mud of the strests f Mavseilles;

.to tear up the treaty snatched by violence from the Beyof '

Tunis; to let Bismarck cajole the Pope; not to dishonor the
republic by an alliance witis the manufactory of lies, an alli-
ance with which Italy is threatened,—on these conditions

wan Tralians once more fraternize with the French. Our A)
trian‘ind French ne!ghbbﬁ ‘shonld andersiand M‘dwh’; :
of their promenades in our beautiful country are vver forever.
And - ifm—(m) are Mlmue onght. mm h :
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“ A free man is one who enjoys the use of his reason and his
JSaculties ; who is neither dlinded by passios, nor hindered or
driven by oppression, nor deceived by erroncous opinions.” —
ProunuoN.

The Hour of Tast.

Ireland has reached the crisis. She needs to-day
some Thomas Paine to rise up among her people,
warning them that *“ these are the times that try
men’s souls.” *Souis” in a more exclusive sense
than in 1776.  For Ireland's warfare, to be successful,
must be a moral one. The call for mere physical
courage is less pressing within her shores that it was
in these colonies one hundred years ago. What she
needs is the moral courage and endurance to bear in
silent protest injury, insult, indignity, following fast
upon one another, until necessity shall drive, and the
aroused moral sense of the civilized svorld shall
shame, the authors of her outrages into lifting from
her shoulders the iron hand of power.

Myr. Parnell's arvest and the suppression of the
Land League were not unexpected happenings, but
the logical resuits of this moral warfure that Ireland,
for three years, has steadfastly and bravely waged.
These events are Ireland’s victory, if she knows how
to mako them sach. The aim of the British govern-
ment has been to drive the people into open revolu-
tion, and then, on the pretext that the people first re-
sorted to furce, shoot them down without mercy and
mutilate them into submission.

But the policy has failed. Not only that,—it has
retroacted, and possibly fatally, on its inventors  The
government itselt’ has been Alriven, in order to main-
tain its rule in [reland, intc a most shameless exhibi-
tion of force and tyranny, involving an entire abro-
gation of all the rights hitherto most saered in the
eyes of British subjects, It is not surprising.  Only
right knows law, Necessity, on which governments
ave busaed, knows none.  But in reality, despite these
despotic measures, the government is down. Ireland
has the kunee of moral pressure upon its chest, the
grip of moral right upon its ihroat, and Giadstone
and his gang are gasping spasmadically for breath.
Will Ireland hold her advantage?  Not unless she
remembers principles, restrains her passions, acts
upon cunviction, obeys the advice of her true and
tried leaders now in prison, and refuses to strike
while refusing to submit.

The first duty to-day of every Irish tenant is to
heed the manitesto ot the League, and pay no rent
whatever. Be that manifesto issued as a war meas-
ure, as some say, or, as other and profounder persons
think it should be, in pursuance of deep-rooted con-
viction that * rent is an immoral tax upon indus-
try,” it is equally binding on every true frish heart.
v Not one cent jor (ribule, bul millions for™ passive
resisiance !

Irishmen, remember the words of Parnell and his
colleagues: “ Against the passive resistance of the
entive population military power has no weapon.”
Disregard the cowardly priests! Their aim ‘is to re-
lieve you of one despotism only to fasten their own
more permanently upon you. The heaviest blow yet
struck you comes from their ranks in your hour of
sorest trial,—from that one among them all in whom
perhaps you placed ycur trust most confidently, His
Dis-Grace of Cushel. Remember him hereafter. Re-
member now only,your dutyto yourselves, to your
imprisoned mactyrs, to your beloved land, to the world
at large, und, above all, to the cause of jiistice, and
stard flrm!

‘“ Legitimate Mining.”’

Some one has favored us with a copy of a very
handsome paper called * The Conservative.” The
principal thing that it desires to “conserve ™ appears
to he “legitimate mining.” We are by wo means
expects in mining, but, in our view, legitininte mn-
ing cousists simply in digging minerals out of the
earth and selling then: to those who desire them for
products embodying an amount of labor equal to that
which the minerals have cost the miner. If any such
business as this is going on in any part of the world,
and *“ The Conscrvative™ is trying to * conserve” it,
it is engaged in a very commendable work, in which
we join, heart and hand.

But what is generally known as * legitimate min-
ing " consists, ns far as we have observed, in siaking
off a large tract of land in some ihandoned region
which nobody by any chance ever visits, paying some
alleged mining expeit to examine its contents and
lie ubout them in terms sufficiently technical to hide
the lic from the unlearned, vesting the ownership of
the land in a stock company, electing the original
holders as the officers, selling shares at prices corre-
sponding in enormity to the lies that jpduce people
to buy them, using most of the mouvy thus received
to pay princely salaries to the aforesaid officials.
spending the balance in digging a mine, causing
some “ recidens” to befall it, telling more lies about
the wonderful results that the *accident” has pre-
vented, assessing the atockholders to repair damages
and keep up the snlaries, selling the little mineral
that may be brought to the surface at the highest
passible prices regardless of the labor-cost, repeating
these operations until they are no longer endurable
and all the fools have heen fleeced, and, finally,
going into bankruptey, and, perhaps,* skipping out”
with tho remaining funds, There is a plenty of such
business as this going on in many parts of the world;
but, it “'The Conservative” is trying to “ conserve”
it, it is engaged in a very damnabie work, which we
fight, tooth and nail. Liberty’s attitude toward these
and ali other swindles is not at all conservative, but
very radical. She would destroy them, root and
branch. And their roots are land monopoly and
money monopoly.

The Philosophy of Right and Wrong.

The most serious calamity attendant upon false
premises in the realm of thought is that the avowed
and conscientious enemies of despotism are made to
be the persistent advocates and defenders of the piv-
otal agencies upon which it hinges We do not make
this assertion in @ spirit of self-sufficiency and con-
ceit, and are aware that those who differ from us will,
of course, turn it against ourselves, Naturally, we
feel very positive that the philosophy which shapes the
teachings of Liberty is correct and unanswerable;
but we are fallible, and, if the history of human
opinions teaches anything, it is that nothing in this
world is a finality,

But upon one thing ali schools of sociology will
agree,~—namely, that the very first step in all reason-
ing looking to human well-being is to fix upon a cor-
rect scientific basis of right and wrong. 'These terms
are upon everybody’s lips, from the prattling stripling
to the hoary theologian and moralist, and yet the
average man has no fixed conception of what it is
that constitutes an action as right or wrong. At
every step we find people disputing and arguing
over the right and wrong of a thing, but arrest them
in any instance, and ask them what constitutes right
and wrong in nature and practice, and they are to-
tally unable to answer. And yet the whole argument
in every case is useless and worthless until this point
is settled.

The chief mischiel attending this lamentable ab-
sence of a true scientific standard of right grows out
of the universally accepted inference thut, as soon as
one is convinced that a practice is what he ecalls
wrong, it is his next and imperative duty {o set about
to interdict that practice by force. For instance,
there is a very large constituency among the think-
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ers of to-duy who are convinczd that ustry is wrong.
‘The * [rish World " is the most conspicuous reservoir
in America of' the protests growing out of that con-
viction., Yet the burden of the song of every protes-
tant is that usury ought to be crushed out of exist-
enco by foree. It has no right to live, it should be
forbidden and punished, because i is wrong

Now, zssnming that the vague standard of right
and wrong adopted by these people is a sort of util-
itarian one, based in this instance on the theory that
lending on usury in every ease works mose harm
than good (4. e, more injury than benefit), they
stand on uptenable ground, and are liable to be
droppe:! into u trap at any moment; for it would not
be difficult to produco individual instances where the
practice of lending ot usury, so far from being an
injary to anybody, is a practical benefit, not only to
the individuals contracting, but to the community at
large. By their own standard, then, lending on us-
ury, in such a case, would not be wrong. But, if it
be answered that, although lending on usury may
often prove a mutual benefit to individuals, its ulti-
mate results upon scciety at large are disastrous, and
that therefore society at large should prevent individ-
uals from doing what they can mutually agree to,
thau Liberty must, of ccurse, demand an uncondi-
ticnal halt! For that is the very essence of despot-
ism against which we protest,—namely, the right of
society at large to interdict individuals by force.

And to fall back, in order to justify sach a course,
upen the phrase, “ moral right,” is both unscientific
and pernicious. For ioral right has no authoritative
interpreter, and therefore should not be made, as it
s0 easily can be, a weapon of tyranny. A thing
must be right or wrong in accordsnce with some cor-
rect analysis of the natursl domain of individual
and associative action. To gay “ moral right,” in the
sense above referred to, is to Jumber up our concep-
tions with a mischievous term which has no scientifie
status,

We sometimes wish that the very torms themselves,
right and wrong, were abolished; for, until they are
made to have a true scientific meaning, they are a
perpetnal source of mischief and misdirection. But,
until somebody shall give the world a eorrect scien-
tific terminology, we must tolerate them as best we
ean, while endcavoring at every opportunity to so
direct their application as to make them count for
Liberty, instead of for despotism, as they generally
do in society as at present governed,

Right and wrong are principles that must ever be
defined, qualified, and circumseribed by the individ-
ual, tn his assectative cupacity : defined, by a correct
analysis of the naturgl dvmain of individual action ;
qualified, by the natural reflex action of other individ-
uals ; circumseribed, by the inflexible law that all ac-
tion, tndividual and associative, shall be at the sole
cost of the party or parties acting.

Under this law ali individuals have a right to do
anything and everything which they raay choose vol-
untarily to do at their own cost. Make this law uni-
versal, and keep the hands of Chureh, State, and every
other arbitrary, coercive despot away from it, and
perfeet Liberty will result as natarally as all other
things find their level in nature. The practice of
usury is a sacred anrd inviolable prerogative of indi-
viduals who choose to contract for its payment. If
the cost, in practice, ultimately falls upon the inno-
cent and toiling masses, it is because this prerogative
is forbidden to these proscribed slaves by the machine
known as the State. Proudhon demonstrates as clear-
ly as any theorem in mathematics could be demon-
strated that, if the power to take usury were ex-
tended to all men, usury. would devour itself, in ite
very nature. But this is exactly one of the chief pur-
poses of the State,—namely, to cut off a great part of
the race from the practice of usury, and confine it to
the fow, so that they may live in luxury on the toil of
their artificially-created slaves,

The same is true of all the cther prerogatives
which attach to property. Whether property in
land be, in itself, right or wrong, it is, in practice, s
wrong only. because the State is designed chiefly to
gsee to it that property in land shall be vested in a
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minority instead of all,  IF the State could be made
to declare to-morrow that hereafter property in land
should be extended to all, and that all landlonls
must, in future, sccurs their holdiags on their own
merits instead of by force, property in land would
cense to be an evil.  But the State that could be made
to declare such a thing would cease to be the State.

We ask the reader to scrutinize carefuily the law
which wo have italicized above, and then bear in
mind the following melancholy facts which result
from ignoring it, or not knowing it :—

1. Usury is practically wrong because the State
creates and defends a monopoly u the practice of it.

2, Property in land is practicaliy wrong because
the State was created to defend & minority in the sole
enjoyment of it.

3. Rent'and interest (forms of usary) are practi-
cally wrong because the State ns.cessarily confines
the taking of rent and interest to the classes endowed
with monopoly.

Finally, the whole range of transactions smong
individuals results in wrongs because the 3tate as-
sumes the right to stand despotically between indi-
viduals and their own mutual interests. The State is
the chief curse of h 18y, e ther of h
wrongs. :

Distressing Problems.

1. Isit worth while for fifty miilions of pecple to
preve themselves & nation of icols by hanging a fool
for a homicide?

2. Could any one more effectually prove himsedf
a fool than by committing & homieide in the expecia-
tion that the government would reward him for it by
giving him an office ? .

3. How much mental capacity, how much power
to judge of the moral character and probsble resvils
of au act, is it necessary that a man should have to
save linc from the charge of being a fool, and . con-
vict him of being a felon?

4. If a nian who, having no malice to gratily and
no prospect of gain, commits a homicide upon a
peaceable citizen in open day and in the immediate
presence of a hundred spectators bus any other ex-
pectation than that his fate will be to end his days
either on the gallows or in n lunatic asylum, eun he
be said to have sufficient power of judging of the
nature and probable results of his act to save him
from the charge of being a fool, and convict him of
being a felon?

5. It a man who commits such a homicide under
such civcumstances is not to be considered a fool in-
stead of a felon, what difference .is there between
him and a man who lays in wait for another, and
kills him in cold blood for money?

6. If Guitean should be hanged, will he be hanged
beeause he is a fool? or Lecause he is a politieal
fool? or because, being a fool and a political fool, he
committed a homicide?

7. If all the political fools in the country are to
be hanged, or otherwise punished, for acts that are
criminal when committed by men of sound minds,—
such acts, for example, as advocating acd voting for
unjust and oppressive laws,—what percentage of the
population are to go unpunished? And what is to

become of ‘our political parties, and of « cur glorious
republican institutions” ?

8. If we have gained, in this country, no immun-
ity for political fools, or if our government cannot

survive the attacks of political fools of all possibie
grades, does not common seuse decree that the sooner
the fools put an end to it, the better
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whole troth, of cach other  And they are permitted
to teil it in the presence of all the fosls in the coun-
irg. Isit to be expected that so much trath can be
openly told withont cauging homicide? A fow years
ag. we had a million of homicides, growing out of
the wickedness of tha government and the foolish
ness of the people; yei the governwent, unless ina
single particular, was no worse then than it is now,
aud the people were perhaps no more foolish then
than they are naw. Do not these facts teach us that
wo should either change our government, or keep tho
truth out of the hands of the people? Can it be
expected that a gevernment as bad as ours, and a
people as foolish as ours, can get on together it~
out an oceasioral explosion?

“ Cool ”” Journalism.

Suppose such tory newspapers as the Boston “Adver-
tiser " and * Journal ” should apply their Irish philoso-
phy near home. If England knows so much better than
Ireland how the Jatter should be governed, perhaps
she is as all-knowing in regard to other nationalities,
and could give her old colonies here on the American
shors & few points in coercion. Undoubtedly she
would relish doing 5o, and the oppertunity would not
be wanting if American public sentimnent was con-
trolled — as haply it ¥s not in the least — by such
journalistic “ coolness ” as the above-mentioned Bos-
ton dailies exhibit.

Qur readers perchance need to be enlightened in
regard to this * coolness,” The patrons of the * Ad-
vertiser” for some time past have been treated to
tittle batches of what it was pleassd te call * cool rea-
son.” Ina word, it has paraded itself as capable of
perfectly unprejudiced opinions on all topics affect-
ing, in the remotest degree, human well-being. And
it has offered specimens of its  cool ” and, as J oseph
Cook would say, “ absolutely lumiuous ” judgments
to the admiring public. It took up the tribulations of
Russia, and found that the Czar had “law on his
side,” and henee Nihilism should fill the ¢ cool ” heart
of the world with horror. It cast its “ cold,” pene-
trating glance upon Ireland, and saw Grandfather
Gladstone descending upon its perturbed and rebel-
lious people with «law ? good enough for them in
one hand, and his flaming, annihilating sword in the
other. * Ah, happy people!® it cried (or words to
that effect) ; * why don't they wilt, and give him three
cheers with = tiger 2 "Tis simply incredible that they
don't. Parnell is a fool and so are all the Irish! But
Gladstone, — he is immortal 1™

Here is * coolness ™ for you, reader. Do you care
for more.

The * cool " « Advertiser " sent a correspondent to
Newpott, who wrote an extended report of the ser-
vices at the Channing Memorial Church. Trained,
Qoubtiess, ere he went, in the editorial * coolness,” he
informs the reader that, in Channing’s lifetime, there
were those who thought his name would fade out and
be placed in the same limbo with Tom Paine’s and
Voltaire’'s. What we have to call the serious atten-
tion of our readers to is the * coolness ” of the epithet
«Tom.” Is there not something admirable in the
« cold reason ® which can so differentiate ¥ Just think
how Biil Channing would have sounded, and bless
your stars for this * cool” diserimination.

Radicalism in Rhyme.

A Good Word for the Dexil: Bible Musings by an Infidel.
By SiMEON PALMER. Boston*® 1881, pp. 136. Sec adver-
tisement elsewhere.

9, Our government, like most other governinents,
is sarried on mainly by two classes of men, knaves
and dupes. It would searcely be an exaggeration to
call them feions and fool If we must hang either
of these classes, is it not cruel and indecent to begin
with the faols? e . o ’

0. We have two political parties in this country,
and the two are of nearly equal numbers. They are
" tolerated, snd even encouraged, because it is s
" “on both sides, that they-are a neceseity, in order- that
they may tell the truth of each other. And they do
. tell & great deal of truth, although by n “th

Many sttempts have been made 0y persons utterly unfitted
for the task to paraphrase in rhyne the absurdities of the
Bible, and to poetically satirize the dcgmas of theology. But
for the most part— yes, universally o far as we know —all
these gttempu bave resulted in witles: , vulgar, inh i

has a keen sense of the ridiculous, an extraordinary faculty
tor happily tiening a phrase, and o vast fund of information oa
nll subjects conneeted with Bibiica! studies. More than this,
he is » fearless thinker and outspoken writer, 'The work lacks
method, and is marked at mauy points by crudities due to
carelessness, both of author and printer. But it deals most
effectively n rapid suceegsion of keen thrusts and beavy blows
at the Christinu superstition, and deserves to be widely read.
"Tho treatment of the dogma of hell, introducing Joseph Cook
and his ingenfous theory of Christ’s birth, fuirly samples the
faults and excellences of the work : therefore we append it.

1 snid that Ilell hud not then been invented.
We have the advantage over Bible times.
T'hey burned or hacked the body, well contented
When death ensued; but when we've riclzed the limbs
Or burned and buried those who have d.csented,
Or won'’t conform to our religious whims,
‘We havo the satlsfuction of discerning,
With eye of faith, their Hell forever burning.

It would be joy to Jacob could he look
And see his brother Kean writhe in Hell,

Or Elisha see the boys the bruins shook
As a dog shakes a rat, all roasting well;

Or David, palred with Mrs. U., who took
A bath one evening, seeing hiin who fell

In batile by his act, show hier Uriab,

Who feels that God is a consuming fire.

In this we havethe advantage. Joun'than E.,
‘Who wrote the fammcus treatise on the Will,
Can look from Heaveu's battlements and sce
A delicate cinder that, on earth, was El,
Or Etlery Channing, who maintained that three
‘Were three times one, not one, and now, in Hell
Grets his deserts, And gentle Jow'than E.
Harps 1zuder on his harp to the blest trinity.

And J. Tscariot Cook, who once applied
‘The microscope to Mary, and explained
The mystery of the birth of him who died
On Calvary: that she was not impregned
By power the highest; and Old Gabriel lied
Or was mistaken; and that Mary feigned,
Or was deceived, when she broke forth in song,
Exultant that her offapring was the jong

Foretold Mcessinh, thrbugh whose marvellous birth
All nativns and ril peoples should be biest,

And she should be prociaimed throughout the earth,
Happy abuve all mothers.  Cook expreat,

Without the slightest tendercy to mirth
Among his hearers, who all seen:ed impresi

With its inportance, his belief that Jes.

Jesus was born as drones amony the bees.

"T'wss partheno-genesis and nothing more.
80 sald the latest seience. Then he quoted
Jaw-breaking German gutturals ; —a score
Of men to physiolagy devoted;
And eaid the person we'd been taught t' adore,
Ag the original Grecian word denoted,
‘Was o subsistence, not & person : three
Bubsistences, rot persons, were the trinity,

Which was a substance. Now, I cannot sce

How a subsistence, which itsclf was nought
And could do nought, when multiplied by three,

Became the fnfinite God, transcending thought;
How three noughts added made infinity 5

How :his subsistence lived on curth and taught,
And walized about, and ate and drank and died;
Died like a man; nay, ke a thief, was crueified,

8till he is confident, this Joscph .,

That in some future state, some post-existence,
ranslated into heaven, ho will sce,

‘While siiting, check by jow), with th*sccond subeistence,
The Dev!}, alled by a score of aseisiants,

Heaping the coals around poor Theodore P.,
‘While P., like Lazarus’ friend, begs Joe for water,
And Joe will sce him damned first, as he oughter.

Provided always Joe can find some screen
To hang between his past and God Almighty,
So that the damning record can’t be seen,
The black and hidcous record suce vilm,
He hinted at, when lecturing yeatreen,
In the * Old Bouth,” when Standing Bear and Bright.cye
And ghosts, as thick as leaves in Vallambroea,
“ Declared ” be must have been damned fast, this Joe, sir.

Proviso 2, that Joscph is sustained
In his queer notions of the trinity,

By his Triuve: for Joseph would be pained
Should §¢ turn out that the Divinity

In not a triplet; and that he irepregned
Mirs M., and, proud of his paternity,

Jjangles nnworthy of the slightest attent'on. But none of these
adjectives can be truthfully applied to “ A Good Word for the
Devil,” which, upon the whole, is one of the wittiest, cleverest,
most skilful satires that we have seen for many a day. This
becomes the more surprising when it is considered that the
author is an aged man, entirely inexperienced in literature
oxcept as a student. The book is written in the difficult metro
adopted by Byron in ** Don Juan,” and contains here and there

. Renents the insult that the heir to the throne
I not one whit superior to a drone.

But Joscph's dumb; that is, upon this thewe.
He's dropped the subject, never mentions it.

He knocked the key-stone out from the grand scheme
‘The brethren were disgusted with it, quite.

The clergy thought him, upon thia point, lame.

. "T would bring upon the sect a perfect blight,

Josua no father? Gudnoson? What hext?

Then all religion was but & pretext.

! a stanza that would not discredit that master poet. The author
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