


T~ptioa, Editing aDd Introduc­
tIoa by Glynis Sberwood

Uuie Borden, a New York filmmaker,
vtsiled Toronto in September 1986 when
Mr film, Working Girls, all empathetic
portrayal of prostitwion as an economic
choice, premiered at the annual Festival
0/ Festivals. Working Girls is Lizzie Bor·
den's second full-length feature movie.
l1er first film. Born ill Flames, depicts a
futuristic scefUlrio where a variety of
feminist groups, from underground radio
stations 10 anti-rape squads. to a
Women's Army, attempl to revolutionize
society along radical feminist lines. KIO
collective members, Alexandra Devon and
Catherine Tammaro. interviewed Lizzie
Borden during her stay in Toronto.

Lizzie Borden has adopted a strong
anti-censorship stance which is critical of
the ami-pornography movement. /ler po­
sition illustrates the divisions in lhe femi­
nist movement in response to both the
negatille images of women conveyed by
mainstream pornography and the over­
whelming ability of Ihe Slate to silence
artistic expression. The KID collective.
while abhorring government interference
in any area of life. including censorship,
also acknowledges mDny.of the arg~nts
and analysis pw forward by the anti­
pornography movement. The goal should
w not to enhanct differences by siding
with any particular' "camp", bw to find
ways ofdealing with and eradicating mis­
ogllY. in any form, while rejecting censor­
ship so that we may be free to create Ollr
OWII imtIgn as feminist jilmnuJlc.ers such
as Lizzie Borden have begun to do. .

Alexandn Devon: Tell us how you came
10)'001' current views on prostitution.
Liz* Borden: My interest in prostitution
and my coming to a totally different
opinim' aboo't 't roccurred when] [ began
10 meet women who really Mworked-. 1
had mixed feelings about the anti-pornog­
raphy movement from the beginning be­
cause it seemed too moralistic and a little
too contemptuOUs of imagery without
seeing how it worked. Also, there was a
holy attitude lhat I objected to. But when I
started 10 meet women who actually
"worked- I began 10 see that it was wrong
10 5ee them as victimized or degraded.
1be more women I mel, and the more
houses I visited _. it was mostly brothels
that I visited because those were the
women I met -- the more I realized that
they did not fit into the stereotype I had of
working girls. They didn't wear short
skirts or stiletto heels, they looked like
any of us and they worked in houses and
they chose to do it for many, many rea­
SOIlS.

1bere was a lot of controversy when
No( A Love Story came out l in the
Slates, and I actually was very critical of
that mm because I felt that what it did
was make women who worlc:ed in the se~

industry feel as if they were doing some­
thing wrong. There are a lot of women
who are victimized by prostitution obvi·
ousIy: for e~amp1e, an under-aged girl ar­
riving at Grand Central Station caught up
by • pimp and put out into the street is
victimized. However that comprises only
a small percentage or women who work as
prostitutes.

When Not A Love Story came out with
that back to nature mentality -- you know
TrKy Lee cavoning along the beach at
the end ofthe.mm and everything)s back
to normaI •• the idea of an awakening to a
choice was one thing, but a lot of women
have chosen to work as prostitutes. For
me it's an economic choice in this culture,
where work is so abominable mOSI of the
lime, To choose to work two to three
shifts a week as a prostitute and make the
same money or more as working a forty or

fifty hour work: week, where the work is
demeaning, exhausting, not necessarily in
somebody's field of passion so that it's
morally dispiriting, is a real choice. Obvi­
ously in a future society where we would
rethink the work ethic maybe there's a
way that not only prostitution won't e~ist,

but people can choose to work at the
things they want to work at. Basically, my
film Working Girls is about the idea of a
woman choosing prostitution as an eco­
nomic choice and not being pushed into it.
She doesn't have a daddy problem, she
doesn't have any psychological problems,

she doesn't hate men, she doesn't have
any axe to grind, in tems of doing it, e~­
cept for the fact that she wants her own
time. The other thing that I found too is
that there are some prostitutes who love
their work, there are others who tolerate
it, but it's not that it's hul1i.ng them
tremendously.

There aren't many women -- there are
some but no more than the ordinary
woman in the streets -- who get raped, at­
LaCked and hun. Prostitutes are more visi­
ble in the streets so the percentage of
rapes and auaeks is relatively higher. But
what practically every movie about pros­
titutes makes us think is that a hooker is a
walking target, and there are so many
prostitutes hurt by the end of these movies
that you think it's the unsafest profession
in the world. Women are smarter than
thaL There are a lot of safety mechanisms
involved. What I found out about brothels
is that there were safety mechanisms
against violence in many forms from
"lohns", but also from the police. There
was a direct line to the police station in
case somebody problematic came in. Say
a customer had a gun or something, then
they could buzz the police station. These
women cculdn', get .....ted because they
weren't calling the vice eops. 1bere were
also health proaections. A lot of the
women who -W'OI'k" are healthier than
most ordinary women, they're more edu­
cated about their bodies.

The major problem I saw was a bit of
schizophrenia, if anything. You know just
that sense Qf being touched/not being
touched, having a sense where you have
to do work and somehow cut your body
off from feeling. There was an incredible
labyrinth-like ability of these women to
have another working name and then,
when they leave work, become them­
selves again. Some of them had really de­
cent relationships with lovers, male or
female. Some of them had problems of
course but who doesn't in this cultme.
Also I found that in a brothel a lot of the
codes and rituals reproduce what we see
in heterose~ual social codes and rituals in
places other than in a brothel, like singles
bars. Any kind of a job that a woman has
where she services mostly men has many,
many parallels to prostitution. Waitress­
ing, being a stewardess, being a PR per­
son, wodcing on many levels, like in the
musie industry, you have to service men.
A lot of the e~changes t thought were re­
ally similar. For instance, "Would you
like to sit down, make yourself comfon­
able, can I get you something to drink,"
etc. That was shocking to me in a way
when I first saw the parallel.

When I fmished this film, a feminist
came up to me and said, "How can you do
this, this is very anti-feminist, your stance
is anti-feminist" People saying you are
making an apology for prostitution, re­
fusing to see it as an equivalent e~change.
What I tried to do in Working Girls was
to show that Molly, the lead character, or
the other women, but especially Molly
because we follow her throughout the
whole day, is not e~ploited by the men.
1t's an even e~change, and there's a lot of
humour and even some compassion back
and fORb. She knows what she's getting,
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she wants money, she'U be able, during
tbal hour or half-hour, 10 do her job as
well or not as well as she can, She has a
commodity so site can choose the coodi­
tioos, the _, who site sees, who

site docsn', .... the amount of involve­
men' - all of dIaL IIecauJe site has """10
rent, n3t 10 sell, it's an even exchange.

Who I did find was the enemy was lite
Madam, just as a pimp would be the en­
emy because of the prof"ding off the bod­
ies of the wodters. So it ends up being like
a regular employment situalion. I didn't
see it as that much different, always trying
to get the most work for the least return.
Of course, the girls in the house try to re­
dress that imbalance by ripping off the
Madam .- not counting their sessions, not
writing down the right nwnber of hours,
etc.
AD: How did you become a feminist?
lB: Around ]972, I got really interested
in what could be said to be the beginnings
of radical feminism. It just brought ev·
t:rything together for me. Somehow the
whole Vietnam thing was so male ori­
ented, and a lot of the issues were about
men. The women's movement brought
things together in such a vital way Iha1 I
was able to slart to see parallels in almost
every other political situation, from anti-
·....ar movements 10 libertarian struggles in
other countries, aU of that. but through the
viewpoint of feminism.

At that point I was a painter and an art
critic, when I fIrst came to New York, and
then realized that I didn't like the visual
and the verbal so separated. I was really
jealous of people making films. I would
sec people making films, like Goddard,
and think, "I'm really jealous of this." So
then I thought, nOK, I should be making
films if I'm responding this way.M So I
taught myself everything. I just decided
that I'd had too much of school -- school
had destroyed an for me, really. I knew
too much about it. I dido't want to learn
anything about mm <Other than what I
needed to know -- to shoot, do sound and
edit. I loved editing, it's so much like
writing, and I became good at it so lhat I
was able to support myself as a film editor
-- usually small mms and documentaries.

Making a film was a way 10 get in·
volved politically. I never was involved in
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consciousness-raising groups. Somehow
making a ftlm ilSelf was a political pre­
cess for me. Bon la Flames came oue of
a lot of the inequalities 1 saw when 1came
to New York. Also, the alternative m0ve­

ments - the gay movement, cbe women's'
movement - weRt very divided and re­
produced the ctivUions of Ibe dominanl
cul1Ul'e. For exanqI&e. Black women were
still very isolated from while women, who
_ very 00_ from LaIin and Asian

women, who were invisible. So that was
one of the things 1 was interested in doing
Born In Flames abouL I began to be in·
volved with BIacIc women for the purpose
of making the ftlm. I wanted 10 conSbUCt
a paradigm Ihat I didn't see happening in
the cullUre. For me, mm is a political ex·
ploration. I'm ,totally not involved politi­
cally e~cept in so far as I make films. I
mean 1 don't go to meetings, I don't go 10
anything! But the films are a way to have
a reason to be involved. The mm about
prostitution is the same thing. That, as 0p­

posed to being ovenly political, it is, in
fact, still a very political film because it is
asserting a position. Every time you assert
a position it has to be somehow standing
against some dominant position you see or
somehow trying to present another way'
in. I don't know why, I think I felt that I
could be· more innuential or helpful or
make a scrongez statement by making a
film. I'm really bad at meetings, I'm bad
at panels, my brain stopS working. Al­
though I sign petitions, I may have gooe
10 maybe one march in my life. Some­
times I feel guilty, I go "maybe I'm not
politically involved enoughn. But making
films is all about exploring an issue that I
find absolutely fascinating and difficull
11\at's my way to motivate myself, 10 stan
to do research and e~plore it, and I put
myself totally within it. In Born la
Flames I was totally within the frame·
work of what it's aboul The women in·
volved in it were who they really were. By
doing the film I learned a lot. I always
want to do a film about something I know
nothing about and use that process 10 edu­
cate myself. So that to me is my main rea­
son.
CatheriM Tammaro: I wanted to ask
you a couple of questions about your vi­
sual concerns in the fibn Bora la flames.
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In the US. there is at least a chance, you
know what the situation is. You can aI·
way! put somelhing up and have some
people cane 10 see it
AD: What were you trying 10 say about
feminism in Bon ill Flames?
LB: One of the pain1S of 8onl1. _

was about "feminisms" -- the plural nOel'
_ the singular. ThaI's been the problem

of some political movements and femi­
nism 100 -- the idea dw you have to c0d­
ify a platform. There are a million ~emi­

nisms, there Me a miUion typeS of diffa-­
tnt women who consider thc:msel-..es
feminists but don't have the gne qenda.
The idea of plurality as opposed 10

democracy is somethir.g thai. is really, re­
ally dirftcult. Especially whc::rf'there's .

_ ........c .. '......._~Y1b in America, and,,-,y in Canoda
100 of the melting poe. To mell together,
10 become uniform, 10 agree Oft I -pili.
form. II will OCVCl' exist and Ihcre' no
reasoo 10 have il e~ist. In fact, one of Ihc
issues, in IemlS of race, is how do you aI·
low, encourage, appreciate racial aulOO­
omy with all of ilS distinctions, and 8l1hc
same time not discriminate because of all
those things? How do you allow people 10
not feel thai. they have 10 conform 10 a
white feminist program? One of the things
aboul Born In Rames was WI each of
the different sub groups, the Black under­
ground radio Slation, the white under·
ground radio Slation worked 1ORw.e:r
withoullosing their aulOnorny. For me II
seems really imponanl to make those
lin.lts. lbal was also a response to a 101 of
NOW3 plalfonns. NOW was afraid to
have lesbians work with them. 1bey were
afraid to have mis group and ht group
because of one national image Wl they
were promoting, which I Ihoughl was
hi~hly damaging and still is.

Now aU of a sudden everything has
wound up in the women againsl pomog.
raphy movement, at least until a few years
ago. It ends up being an issue hi people
have to feel one way on. Then there's a 101
of haired againsl the women who U'Y 10
have another viewpoinl So that the An·
drea Dw0rk:iJt4 lypeS are IOtally against
the women who are saying, "Hey look we
don't want 10 be cenSOl'Ul." lbcn there's
the women who arc much more ex·
ploratory in renns of se~ua1 practice. II
ends up tearing everything apart •• which
is great -- the media loves ill It allows
potenl movcrnenlS 10 be so diffused IhaI
noming can happen. That's scary!
CT: I wanlOd 10 ask you a question about
thc white radio station in Bon I.
Flames. II's a differml lOpic but IIIJPI'O"
priate in terms Of a wider vision of ....
ella·feminism. Adele (the disIr. jockey)
makes a swemcm aboul the recum of a
female prophet, about a spirit. What are
your feelinp on spiriIuaIily lOld _ they

with the cxueme left, so anarcha·femi·
nism .• it just seems 10 be the only viable
identifICation, if one is 10 identify at all.
AD: Would you tell us some of the pr0b­
lems you've had with your films geuing
censored.
LB: When Born In Flames came OUI I
went through this big thing with the
[Ontario] Censor Board. The same thing
occuned with my "dick shoes" in Work·
ing Girls. This year it's been pretty outra­
geous because the ftIm was appealed, then
they decided I had 10 make one cut. Since
I had to make that cui for American dis·
uibution, I said alrighl As it turns dut, I
just put lape over that scene. BUI in a way
the controversy aboul the censorship of
my film made il possible for ~e An~y

Warhol film, which has twenty..elghl mm­
utes of a blow job, 10 jusl breeze right
Lhrough. That I resent uemendously.

But the irony is that censorship by the
economic marl(et is just as strong. No
distributer is going to take my film unless
I cui that scene out. They say, "Fine, you
can have that shot in your film but we're
jusl not going to distribute it" And if it
doesn't get disuibuted il tk>esn't gel seen.
So, in facl, that's a fonn of censorship as
well. I feel that a 101 of feminist issues get
cut down in the market place. It's fine to
deal with cenain issues and people say,

"Sure, go righl ahead." But it's harder to
gel grantS, it's harder 10 gel the mm seen
and you gel tom apart lOIa1Iy. II's some­
thing which I feel is highly contradiclOry
and docs end up being a form of censor­
ship. Here in Canada at k:ast it's oven,
you know what )'OW fighting apinst,
which is the only advanlale. SliD ii'S hard
because iI means nobody can see lhings.

appealed to me simply because it's always
calling into question thai. which is. I

somehow see arwdtism as that. I see it as
nor. necessarily excluding differc'll politi­
cal identiflCaliom. For example, on one
issue it might be possible 10 side with a
socialist stance, on anomer issue a very
Western stance. But the thing about anar­
chism is lhal it allows you not to have 10

be over-progmmmc:d. The other dUng is
about feminists. What gelS me now is
people saying thal they're not feminiSl
anymore. Feminism is such a mild word
for how k.onsider myself, that I'm abs0­
lutelya feminist. Anarcha-feminism to me
has always been about stirring things up.
You try 10 constantly ask those questions
which wiD prevent Slasis rrom setting in.
Even at the expense of sometimes being
seen as cooU'adicuxy or saying lhings that
go against what you said a year before or
a minute bofore. For me il's a process. We
all know what's wrong with Western cap­
i13lism and we all know whal's wrong

my god, WoRml Girls doesn" look
anything like Bon Ia Flames, like
shock." BUI each idea has ilS own needs.
Wikl shooting would have been 100 sub­
jective. Bor_ Ia Flames is all aboul sub­
jectivity, really. With Bon Ia FlaIDtS,
whal seemed lO me imc:resting was lO U'Y
lO get something very raw whelher or DOl
people really believed in il as aclOrS or
DOl. 1bcy were never inlended 10 be ac·
1OrS. BUI they were almost playing OUI
their faruasics of Ihe characters, SOf1lC.*

where bclween who they were and who
they famasized lhemselves as being. In

Workia& Girls d. was stricl1y actors. I
was really lucky 10 get Louise Smith who
played the lead role of Molly because she
had to do a 100'of very Iu.-d work. In £act
we did a week and a half of bedroom
scenes and she ....Iy fell like a hooker.
By the end she did everything. She ~s a
nice Calholic girl who'd never been In a
film and had never laken her clolhes off
before. BUI she was so willing to sttelCh
herself 10 Ihe CApcricnce. What was mler·
esting to me in dcaImg with aclOrS was
overcoming (heir prejudices of whal
"working" girls wert. 1bcy came 10 f'C*

hearsals in stiJelios and I made l~m all go
10 the real place that the film was based

on and apply for a job so they could see
what the girls who really worked there
looked like, whal the Madam was like,
and they changed their opinion.

The reason I didn't wanila do a docu·
menW)' was that I felt thai I would deal
with a lot of restrictions, and I a~
wanled 10 go inla the bedroom and de·
mystify Ihe sex hi happens in that pros.
tirut.erJohn" relationship .• I couldn't
have done lhat in a documentary. I did a
loI of research and forged ahead. A friend
of mine worked in a particular brolhcl on
24th Street and I went in there with a tape
recorder and lOOk notes, and mel women
and even cHenlS. They weren'l defensive
since I wasn't going to use them .- their
images. I was going 10 base Characlers on
them and then spend a lot of time writing
the script

AD: I've heard in number of articles you
described as an anarcha·feminisl Are you
m fact an anarcha·feminist? Is this a label
people have put on you? Are you com­
fortable with il?
LB: I'm comfonable wim il by process of
elimination because I never qui1e figured
OUI what it is, bul I feel closer 10 il than
any 0Iher political identif~on. I'm. so
critical of any kind of organized left wmg
just because of bweaucracy really be­
coming another class.lOld the ..Ialions/up
of women 10 whatever ors-ized leftlhere
is. So Ihe idea of anarchism has always

It was so much aboul discontinuity and
dysfunction. It was aboul different groups
somehow coming together and the e~plo­

sian of when lhat happened. I thoughl
much more aboul diagonais, as opposed 10
horizoolals or verticals or anylhing that
would I~d 10 continuity of visual e~peri·

eoce.
You try 10 make vinucs out of your

problems, and with Bora 1 .. Flames I reo
aUy tried 10 do hl II would have been
impossible OIherwise, because so much of
the film was COOSItUCICd in the editing. I
would gel a paecc of something w~
It.cre was no scripllO swt with. So much
of it was trying to be open to what the
ide9s of these women I was working with.

In Workinl Glrls I had 10 have a com·
ple1ely differml visual acsIhctic., I. had
Sloo,OOO for production, and that m Itself
is noI very much. But when I decided I
was going 10 make the mm aU take place
in one day I knew thai I had 10 have a very
good looking image thai was very con­
lrolled, ocberwise people would get tired
of looting at it. I couldn't use any kind of
wild editing ....Iy. It aetually surprises
me somelimes because people say, "OIl

I'm a painlCl myself, and you mentioned
IbaI you started OUI as a painlCr and then
gave it up 10 make film. What were your
visual concems in IhaI film, and do you
f<ellhal they wen: well carried duougb 0<

well _led? Were you perllaps
making a political SI8ICfDeIC by the visual
spM'SCRCSS of the film?
LB: Bon I. FIll... was a response to
having very lilde money. The film was
done fo< no men: _ $40,000 and no less
lhIn S30,OClO over a period of four or five
ye;n. I couJdn', JlOY people vay much,
and I had 10 do il over a long period of
time so my ICSIhctic had 10 be abouI
~ng images, and getting Ibcm with·
oot worrying about a weD-defined aes.
Ihetic whkh would combine everything.
Starting from .. acsIhctic of "cheapness"
I then had 10 develcp a kind of visual
acsIhctic which I decided was going 10 be
RlOOlage2. I decided Ihal I would not
WCJTY about whal each individual looked
like, but really U'Y 10 crea,1C an energy
abouI the jUJ.laposition of images. I
couldn't worry dull people gained and IosI
lwenty pounds from one si~ monm period
to another, or IhaI they shaved their heads
or did suange mings. I had 10 somehow
manage to bind IOgelher a lot of images
without having people wocry too much
about that 11tc structure of il also repro­
duced a lot of political id~~ Iha't were al
the bottom of Born In Flames. I couldn't
have an aesthetic unity based on consis­
tent lighting, conlinuilY and all of that be·
cause that wasn't what the film was about
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fit in with a unified vislon of anarcha· know it as an anist. When you're writing, women have to conuol our images and some id~. One is about a reform school,
feminism? you have an idea and every little bit of prostitution, too. If prostitution exislS in the other is about a Black jazz musician
LO: I don't think there is any fitting into a your being tingles. That feeling can also this culture -- and it has exisled and prab- who discovers a cure for drug addiction.
unified vision of anarcha·feminism. 1bat be expanded to larger things. Even seeing ably will exist for a very long time -- we There's these different ideas. The drug
character, the female prophet, she's very those anti·rape marches with everyone can't just say it's bad, that it's feeding addiction/jazz musician one is abouta two
much like that in any case, as a represen· with candles .- there's something so ex- imo the male trip of power over women. million dollar movie'·· God knows where
tative of a kind of artisl/poet type. What traordinary. If it exislS, we as women cannot only I could get that money.
generates a lot of poetry is some kind of a For me spirituality is also about aes- control the images of prostitution, but all The refonn school one, actually written
connection to notions of spirit. It's nOl a thetics. There is something of beauty thlt of the works about it __ for example, by Adele who plays the punk in Born In
political notion so much as an anistic one. has to transcend the ugliness and sense of movies. If women in prostitution can be Flames, is based on her experiences in re-
She's somebody who very consciously despair that you see. That's why at the seen as not necessarily victims, or if, in fonn school. It might be a reform school
within the film kept saying something dif· end of Born In Flames, Adele says this fact, some of them can be allowed in this musical. That's another eumple of
ferent She was identified rlJ'St with Arabs thing about turning shit imo gold, which is culture 10 achieve a position of strength, it stereotyping too .- reform school movies
and she had a headdress on. 1ben she had her own formulation. She's a wacky per- can only help. It's a feminist position, are usually horrible, they're real snake
com rows, and then it was rcggae stuff, son, she's so much playing herself in that women being powerful in any area is pilS. Even the Miles Edderling film
and then it was rock. So it was all about film and she wrote her own stuff. One of feminist. Even within prostitution, if one Scrubbers that everybody loves, I really
that kind of shifting identification which the things I liked to do with people was to can say 3,000 years from now hopefully didn't like. Adele was moaning on the
is very suspect. I wanted her to not be this have them, well some of them, say what there will be no prostitution that's great, floor saying, "It's not like that." So these
person you could totally identify with, but they wanted to. So Adele would come one we all hope that. As long as it's here we things are being written, and in some
somebody who was hopping all over the day dressed one way and speaking one need to deal with those images a little bit cases I'm helping with an overall plot and
spectrum of what was possible. To deal thing. That's the way that kind of person differently. I'm just so tired of some of somebody else is writing it, or I'm co-
wilh some of the ideas, because that's in is. She reminded me of a lot of aniSlS that Ihese movies -- high class call girls or writing it.
fact how people learn and how people I knew. There is a "devil-may-care" and street hookers who are addiclS. There's a The other idea I have is the exploration
grow within any son of artistic imagina- even what one may call political irrespon- million kinds of prostitution just like there of the sexual relationship of two people
lion. Her sources would have been very sibility on the part of the anisL I'm at- a million kinds of feminism. But what over the age of fifty·five because nobody
different from the Black underground tracl,ed to that, on the one hand, because a happens is that the media makes it look ever sees sex between older people. I'm
woman whose source W(lJld be much more considered, responsible position can like there's one kind, one judgment upon interested in all these Ihings, but which
more a sort of local oppression, a certain sometimes be more solid but it can also be it, and that's simply not true. We don't happens flfSl is so much a question of fi·
kind of way of seeing. Her speeches came a drag. I saw that element in the women's deal with one kind of businessman or one nancing at this point. I'll never not make
a lot from Malcolm X5 but transposed to movement. One can become a prisoner of kind of secretary. movies; if I have 10 I'll go back 10 the
feminism, whereas Adele, the anisl/poet, logic. LB: Anyone who knows women who Born ID Flames way which is to shoot
was all over the place. It was all about One of the reasons I decided to concen- "work" would have a different opinion once a monlh. You begin to learn lhat
music too, and what music generated and trate on work was that, as I said before, so than mainstream portrayals of prostitu- there are ways of getting movies made
the kind of poetry that spontaneously much of the work in this culture is spiritu- tion. Men who have gone to prostitutes • and it's based a lot on SCriplS and who you
comes out of life~s evenlS. So, in fact, ally drainin~. It flattens you out, there is have a different opinion. It's the people go to. WorklDg Girls should make it
Adele was very anarchist because her re- no spirit. You give time for so Iiule return who have never had any experience that easier. So one of these will be next.
sponse 10 everything was totally sponta- that it's horrifying. That diminishment of buy into pictures of prostitutes in the me- Hopefully not too many years in the
neous. It was, "I feel like saying this, and spirit is something which I was concerned dia, which is a little much. future. 0
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Editorial

Anarcha-Feminism: The
Power to Transform Anarcho

-
by Alexandra Devon

"Power 10 no one. and to every one; to
each the power over his/her own life. and
no others."I This rallying cry of the
Women's Liberation movemenl of the
early seventies is an inherently anarcha­
feminist statemenL It focuses on "power
over" (in whatever fonn it takes) as the
problem and individual and community
empowerment as the solution. Not all
feminists have shared lhis antipathy to
"power". While feminists have longed for
and worked toWards the "withering away
of male power". many of these women
have longed to share this power whether
in the corporate boardroom or stale offices
of a capitalist or socialist society. This is
only one of the splits which divide
feminists and which shows lhal while
women share a common oppression. we
do not share all the same oppressions. For
example, Ihe concerns of w<rting class
women. lesbians, Native women, women
of colour, differenl1y-abled women would
not be served by a group of white middJe·
class able·bodied women gelling into
positions of power. Not only do we not
share all of the same oppressions. we do
not share a common vision. While
feminists have identified many of the
symptOmS which make the body politic
sick. we have been less unanimous in
prescribing a cure or even a definition of
whal constitutes heallh. We agree thai
patriarchal aniuldes and institutions are
!he problem but do no< really agree on
whal the "patriarchy" is and how to do
away with iL Many feminiSlS have had
penooaI ..peri"""" which dcm_
how far apart we actually are on many
buic promises.

When II a meeting of feminislS dis­
cussing the pea::e movement, I suggesled
that, as feminists. we could mU.e a unique
contribution to the peace movement by
linking up with our sisler's in the EasI to
criticize boIh Ihe pauiarchy in the USSR
as well as the US. I was so soundly
denounced by the five group leaders or
!he wortshop as a "cold warrior- thai I
began to feel Ihe full fm:e of the slogan

"sist.crbood is powerful". In many feminist
groups and communities, there's more
hierarchy. hidden agendas, star worship,
discrimination and lack. of attention to
JX'OCCSS than me would think. is sisterly
possible. A more thorough-going analysis
or power on a personal. and political le...el.
an explicitly anarchist critique. would go
far toward impro...ing feminist process,
strategy. and the creation of a future
vision. 1be mo...ement which gave hinh to
the slogan. "the personal is political." and
which has raised awareness of many
different types of oppression among
women, needs to be more self-conscious
in recognizing that power in all forms is
the problem and nol simply the patriarchal
manifestation of it

In Ihis issue we have tried to show how
anarchism and feminism ccmplcment
each otheo". While the otheo" hyphenalal
feminisms are more widely known and
wriuen about, anarcha·feminism is un­
known to many who mighl be sympathetic
to it Susan Brown's theoretical ankle
offers a definition of anarcha-feminism
and compares il with radical and socialist­
feminism. Allhough ...ery few women
identify as anarcha-feminists, the anarcha­
feminist impulse is not new or rare; it
exists whene...cr a feminist sensibility
rebels against the power of the state or
patriarchal oppression in a SPUll which
sees aU oppression as reprehensible (see
"The He"",,>, of Anarcha·Femwsm").

This issue of KlO is DOl homogeneous.
There are many differences of opinioo and
approoches; no< all wriIen or Ihose
wrillen about are 8IWCha-feminists, nor is
Ihis issue the IasI ward 00 the subject
Anarcha-feminism is VfIY much 8

developinl f"lCld of IhoughL Aside from
herstory, theol)' and analysis, you'll fmd
in these articles sadness. rage. and hope;
ii's in the spirit of lhe IaItc:r that we offer
Ihis issue to you. 0

1. "Lilith's Manifesto" from WOMEN: A
Journal of Women's UMration (FaU
1970).

.,

Why
by L. Susan Brown

INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS ANAR­
CHISM?

To most people, anarchists are ~n in
long dark coats who Ihrow lx>mbs and as­
sassinate presidents. In centrist and righl
wing newspapers. the words chaos and
anarchy are used interchangeably as if the
words are synonymous. Marxist commu­
nists also misconstrue and twist the phi­
losophy and politics of anarchy. Karl
Marx himself accused anarchism of being
a bourgeois mo...ement I. which, in a
Marxist sense, is to condemn it to counter­
revolutionary SIaIUS. I would like to argue
that anarchism is none of these things,
and that it is essential for women's libera­
lion.

What is anarchy? Anarchy means. lit­
erally, ftwithout a rulcrft2. Central to an­
archist thought is the conviction thal hier·
archyand domination must be eliminated
from our social and political relations.
According to the noted American anar­
chist Emma Goldman, anarchy

...stands for the liberation of the hu­
man mind from the dominion of reli­
gion; the liberation or the human
body from the dominion of property;
liberation from the shackles and re­
strainl of govenunenL Anarchism
stands for a social order based on the
free grouping of indi...iduals for the
purpose of produc:ing .... ooeiaI
wealth: an order hi will guaqnlCO 10
e...ery human being free access to the
earth and full enjoyment of the ne­
cessities of life, according to individ­
ual desires, 1aStes. and inclinations.3

Anarchists engage in acti...e SlnJggle
against all forms of domination or hierar­
chy. whether it be the stale <Wer indi...idu·
a1s, indi...iduals over other indi viduals.
men o...et women. or humans over nature.

ANARCHISM AND EXISTEN·
TIAI.ISM

It could be argued that anarchism con·
lains within itself an unrealistic view of
the abilities of human beings to li...e to­
gether harmoniously. This argument
lacks both imagination and courage. An·
ardtism, Hke existentialism, acknowl­
edges that human beings are themse)>JeS
responsible for the creation of their world.
For the existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre, to
deny Iha1 we ha...e choices and that we
choose freely, is to "Ii...e in bad faith ft4 .
Existentialists place the burden of our ac­
tions squarely on our shoulders. In his
succinct though sexist work ExislenriaHsm
and Jluman Emotions, Sartre justifies this
burden of responsibility by arguing that
for human beings existence precedes
essence.

What is meant here by saying thai
existence precedes essence? It
means. flrst of all, man exists, lurns
up, appears on the scene, and. only
aftttwards, defines himself. If man,
as the existentialist conceives him. is
indeflnable. it is because at first he is.­
nothing. Only afterward will he be
something, and he himself will ha...e
made what he will be. Thus, there is
no human nature. since there is no
God to concei...e it. Not only is man
whal he concci...es himself to be, but
he is also only whal he wills himself
to be after Ihis IhrusI to exiSlmce
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...(I)f existence really does precede
essence, man is responsible for wtw
he is. Thus, existentialism's first
move is to make e...cry man aware of
what he is and 10 make the full
responsibility of his existence rest on
him. And when we say thai a man is
responsible for himself, we do not

only mean that he is responsible few
his own indi...W1uality. but thai he is
responsible for all men.S

This self-conscious responsibility that
Same speaks of is necessary ror the real­
ization of an anarchist society. It is both
a freedom and a responsibility thai human
beings can and must create themsel...es.

It demands courage to li ...e wilhout
rulers. to abolish the numbing comfort of
hierarchies. As Nietzsche asks in his
aphorism "Of the Way of the CIQIOr- in
Thus Spoke Zar(Jlwtra.

Can you furnish yourself with y<U

own good and e... iJ and hang up your
own will above you as a law? Can
you be judge or yourself and a...enger
or your law?6

The anarchist must be able to answer
"yes·' to NielZsche's questions. Existen­
tialism enunciates the philosophical fOWl­
dmion upon which anarchism is predi­
cated. If existence precedes essence. then
it is possible for human beings to create
thcmscl...es and their world in any me of
an inrmiae numbes of ways; it is even
possible 10 creaIC a world without rulers.

If one accepIS the eWtcntialist qu.
ment, then anarchism is DOl UIOpUm. for
we ceo choose to live wilhoul hierarchies.
Jus, Q wo now choose JO livo ",iab Ihem.
As Emma Goldman said or anarchism at a
Chicago Press Club hmcheon meeting in
November. 1914.

You call il a dream. gentleman: well,
I plead guilty. But when we can't
dream any longer we die. TbaI.'s
whal is lhe I1WIer with you. You'vc
lost your dreams.7

We must dare to dream, and we mUSl not
let politically motivated cries of
"utopianism- silence us.

ANARCHISM: STRATF.G1ES FOR
SOCIAL CHANGF.

The anarchist vision is a clear one: a
world absent of domination. 11te ques·
tion becomes one of how to realize this
aim.

Anarchism and Marxism share the con­
viction that liberation involves the aboli­
lion of private propcny, but to replace
private propeny with stat.e control. e...en
if just pro...isionally, is, for anarchislS.
unthinkable. By doing so simply trades
one form of domination for another.

For anarchists, ends and means are seen
to be inseparable, and as a result the
means used to achie...e a certain end mUSI
be compatible with thai end. Thus anar­
chists do not believe in the seizure of
power, but ra1her in the dissolution of
power. Peggy Komegger. in her article

-Anarchism: The FeminiSi Connection-•
Slates:

Whereas many socialists call for a
working class government and an
e...entual "withering away or the
state, M anarchists belie...e lhal me
means create the ends. that a strong
State becomes self-perpetuating. The
only way to achiC'ie anarchism
(according to anarchist Iheory) is
through !he crealion of co-cpemlive.
anti·authoriwian forms. To separale
the process rrom the goals of re...•



NARCHA-FEMINISM

eminism?

--olution is lO insure the perpetuation sensus decision making: these arc all as-
of oppressive structure and style.8 peeLS of anarchist theory and practice. Il
Social, political and economic change is impossible. however, to put Conh a

is. then. a continual process. Anarchists blueprint for anarchist social change - to
believe Ihat by organizing in anti-author· do SO would be decidedly authoritarian.
iwian ways now we are helping to creaI.e Anarchists recognize that each situation
an anti-authoriwian future. is different. and as such calls for different

For anarchists. organization is voluntary responses and initiatives. Anarchism is
and decentralized, as centralization is £lexible enough lO allow for a multitude of
oonducive to relations of domination. 8y approaches and strategies.
rejecting organization from above in While a hard and fast blueprint is nOl
favour of organization from below, anar· possible. anarchists do advocate certain
chists believe that community can be cre- Slt8lcgies to achieve positive social
8ICd where the interests of the individual change. Action which directly challenges
are in harmony with those of lhe collec- the institutions of domination arc seen as
tive. Process is emphasized, with consen- having a twofold purpose: I) 10 under-
sus decision making replacing me vote. mine !.he existing power sUUCtures and
Democracy is ro:ognized as me tyranny thereby weaken (heir effectiveness; and
of lbe majority over the minority. As 2) to provide for others examples of alter-
Robert Paul Wolff argues: native foons of living and organizing.

1 can neilher fmd nor mink: of a way Thus !.he strategy is 10 challenge and un-
of making majoriry rule compatible dermine while educating. Through this,
wilh the moral autonomy of the indi- anarchists attempl to bring about social
vMlual The problem is always the change. According to Emma Goldman•
....: I!ilIle< 1he mo.orily """"it to (11)__ ....... 1he-'''
...... .-.--,.. ...,. c:ontbnnlnS' II) tile shop, dimcI acdon ... die
laws which &hey lhink are bad and authority of the law, direct action
against which they vOled; or else the against the invasive, meddlesome
mioorily reserve 10 lhemselves lhe aUlhorily of our moral code, is lhe
right 10 defy lhose laws which they logical, consistent method of anar-
consider too evil, in which case [be chism.
fundamental aulhority of !.he state is Will it not lead to a revolution?
negatcd.9 Indeed, it will. No real social change

In consensus, there is no minority !.hat is has ever come about without a
effectively disenfranchised on every deci- revolution. People are either DOl fa-
ston. The witch Starbawk, while not an miliar wi!.h their hislOrY, or lhey have
anarchist, provides us with a clear not yet 1eamed that revolution is but
explanation of the process of consensus. thought carried into action. I I

When we vote, we are still in the Direct action can take many different
framework of duality. "Here arc two forms. I myself refuse to marry (he man I
allcmatives," we are saying, "choose live with, and thereby affmn in my life
one over the other. The choice most my commitment 10 freely chosen relation-
people make is the one we will act ships unhampered by state regulation. I
upon - whether !.he o!.hers like it or have known anarchists who refuse to pay
not." The majority wields power- income Jaxes and who have spent time in
over the minority.... Wi!.h consensus, jail for that refusal. Some avoid loUes by
we tell a new story. We say that ev- establishing underground workers' col-
er)'body's voice is wonh hearing, 1cctives that are "invisible" to the gov·
wt all concerns are valid. If one ernment. Direct action can even take
proposal makes a few people _ even place wi!.hin the more radical labour
one person· deeply unhappy and if unions; in Montreal a few years ago !.he
we ignore it, we are likely to make a subway workers undermined the govern·
mistake. Instead of spending the ment not by striking but by refusing to
group's energy trying to force or collect fares. This strategy not only
manipulate people into agreeing LO challenged the state, but gained the union
something they don't want, we can support from passengers who ordinarily
drop either or both alternatives and would have been inconvenienced by a
look for a new solution, a more cre- walkouL 1be boycott of Nestle products a
alive option that can satisfy all con- few years ago and of Sou!.h African prod-
cerns. We can afford to do this be· . ucts today by ordinary consumers is an-
cause !.he universe is not truly di- other example of effcctive direct action.
vided into ei!.her/or choices. It is rich These are only a few examples; it is pos-
with infinite possibilities. to sible to imagine many different ways to

This of course assumes that the consensus oppose the existing relations of domina-
making group is a voluntary one, and • tion. The aim, as Peggy Kornegger ar-
Lhcrefore those involved are truly inter- gues, is to take part in "...a 'hollowing
c.~ in coming 10 consensus. This type out' of !.he present system through the
of organization nOl only ensures !.he unity formation of mental and physical
of the individual and the community, it is (concrete) alternatives to the way things
also nuid enough to allow for individual atC."12 Thus, for anarchists, social
spontaneity. change is a process of !.houghtful action

The identity of means and ends, small that undermines !.he present system in
scale organization from below, and con- preparation for a new world.

ANARCHISM AND FEMINISM

How !.hen does anarchism relate to
feminism? J will argue here that femi­
nism is inherent in anarchism, while anar­
chism is not necessarily inherent in femi­
nism. Anarchism includes but goes be­
yond feminism in its commitment 10 end
all forms of domination, while feminism,
in itself, is insuffICient for the liberation
of all human beings.

Anarchism, as a political philosophy
that advocates the elimination of domina­
tion, must, if it is to be self-consislent, ad­
vocate the elimination of sexism. The
sexual hierarchy of patriarchy is as repug­
nant 10 anarchists as is the hierarchy
formed by lhe SIBle over the governed.
To be sure, sexist anarchists have and do
exist, but only by conbadicting their own
anarchist principles. Anarchism is inher·
enlly feminist. while uanscending femi­
nism in a critique of all relations of domi­
nMion. nil criliquc of domination is
wbM diffen:ntiales -.cbo-fcminism
from other forms of feminism. To beUer
understand anarcbo--feminism, I would
like to compare anarcho-feminism with
bo!.h Marxist-feminism and radical femi­
nism.

ANARCHo-FEMINlSM AND MARX­
1ST-FEMINISM

Marxist-feminism, as a poIiticaJ move­
ment,. has arisen out of an attempt 10
modify Marxism in order 10 accounl fOl'"
the oppression of women. Marxism itself
does not inherently contain a feminist
critique; rather, feminism has had to be
grafted onto a !.heory not originally in­
lended to deal with women. The result is
Marxist-feminism, a theoretical perspec­
tive that tends to relate women's op­
pression to class conflict. In Marxist­
feminism, the battle against capitalism
ofLCn takes precedence over the battle 10
end sexism. It is obvious that the terms
Marx used to analyze men's paid labour
exclude women's labour in the home.
Concepts like use value, exchange value,
and surplus value, despite grcal mental
contonions, do not apply to women's tra­
djLional work, and tell us little of women's
actuaJ ex)Xrience of oppression.

In Carol Ehrlich's anarcoo.feminist re­
ply to Heidi Hartmann's Marxist-feminist
position, Ehrlich points to the lack of a
Marxist-feminist critique of power and
domination:

Clitoridcctomy destroys a woman's.
orgasmic capacity; infibulation con­
trols her reproductive freedom. On
one level, this brulal practice can be
explained by Hanmann's [Marxist­
feminist] analysis of the control of
women's sexuality in the service of
patriarchy's need to control her labor
power. But !.here is more involved:
Lhc infliction of such pain, the often
severe physical problems that follow,
the destruction of a human's right to
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sexuaJ enjoyment and her right to
control her own sexuality, the use of
women (in some cultures) to do !.his
to other women - !.his is sheer physi­
cal and psychological domination. It
makes one wonder why women fail
to resist, to refuse this assault 011 their
bofjjes, and to refuse any pan. in
helping to cripple other women.
These practices represent power rela·
tionships in their most extreme, most
palhological fonn. They. and all
o!.her forms of ritualized. culturally
condoned vio1enc:e of one sex, class,
or race against another, are main­
tained by hierarchy and authority.
They will disappear only when we
create forms of CI'g8Ilizalion which do
not permit power relaLionships 10 sur­
vive.13

Marxist-feminism does not criticize power
and relations of domination per je, bul
tends 10 concentrate on a panicular form
of domination: capitalism. Unlike Marx­
ism, IlUlf'Chism, willi its critique of domi­
nation. is inherently a critique of patri­
archy. Feminism does not have 10 be
grafled on, but is nutter .. iDlegral part of
anarchism. Dominatioa in any form,
whether it be men over women or stale

over governed, is criticized. Within an
anarchist framework, transferring men's
control over women in capilalism to Slate
control over bo!.h men and women in state
socialism would only perpetuate domina­
tion and exploitation. It would take a
greater reorganization of society to truly
liberate aU people: an ana'It:hist-based
revolutioo.

ANARCHO-FEMINISM AND RADI­
CAL FEMINISM

What is !.he difference between anar­
cho-feminism and radical feminism?
Many of the characteristics of anarchism
that I have discussed are shared by some
radical feminists: decentralized organiza­
tion of small, consensus based groups and
the unity of means with ends are rou·
tinely practiced within the radical femi­
nist communiry. Peggy Komegger even
argues Lhat ".. .feminists have been uncon­
scious anarchists in both !.heory and
practice for years."14 I believe Komeg­
gee's statement is overly simplistic, as
there are some radical feminists who are
definitely not committed to anarchist
principles. Some radical feminists, for
instance, focus on patriarchy itself as the
root of aU domination, while anarchists
have a more broad conception of power
relations. For example, the Westchester
Radical Feminists state that "(w)omen's
liberation is nOl. human liberation and we
place the cause of women above all other
causes."15 In making this statemenl, the
Westchester Radical Feminists establish a
hierarchy of causes. Anarcho-feminism is
opposed to all hierarchies, and does not
place anyone cause above the others. All
forms of domination are equally undesir­
able, and the fight against domination
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FOOTNOTES

some radical feminiSlS could conceivably
hold such a position. Only by con­
sciolLJly embracing aMrthism can femi­
nism become a movemenl to liberale all
people from all forms fA domination.

Anarcbism is boIb • pbiloaopby and •
polilical _ lbIl endeavon 10 elimi·
nale aU forms fA domination. Il is based
on the IlSSUIDption lhal buman beings
freely create lhemselves and abeir world,
and ate responsible for boIb. Througb the
consl8nl chaUenging at relations lind in­
stitutions of domination. IIWthisls un­
dermine !he c:urmtl _. By them·

selves adopting nonwaulboriUlrian, noo-bi­
etarebical processes. IlIalCbisu lurther
-honow OUI- repressive SUUClUJeS.

I have argued thai anarchism is inher­
enlly feminist, and lhal. feminism is 001

necessarily anarchist Marxist-feminislS
implicitly assume that. lhe transference of
power over women's labour from men lO
abe Slate will resull in liberation; anar­
ChiSlS believe lhe SI8lC lO be inherently re­
pressive. While il is possible lO be a
radical feminisl and an anarchisl, nOl all
radical feminists agree wilb anarchisl
principles, In facl, some advocate au­
thorilarian methods, while others aim 10

eslablish a matriarchal sociely, which is,
by definition, hierarchical. Only anar­
cOO-feminism provides a political philos­
ophy thal owoses all hierarchies and all
fonns of domination, whelber sexisl,
raciSl, Classisl or SlatisL

The ideas presenled here are part of a
proce.;s. a process involving boIh thoughl
and action. 11 is • process lha& is never
Iinisbed, bul is always in !he ..... of bo­
coming. And in lbIl _ of bocom-

ioa, we ............... As Emma
CloIdIt.-.- said.

"Wholl belie...• 10.__

Iban • rutalily. Finalities .. for
gods and _IS, IlOl for !he

bwnan inlCikct... In the bauIe for
freedom, as Ibsen has so well poinled
OUl, il is the struggle for, not SO

much me auainmenl of, liberty, lhar.
develops all lhar. is sarongesl, slurdi­
est and finesl in the human character.

Anarchism is not only a process,
however, ahal marches on with
-sombre S1eps: coloring aU lhal is
positive and consuuctive in organic
developmenL It is so absolUlely un­
compromising, insisting and pe.nne­
ating a force as lO overcome lbe mOSl
Slubborn assaull and lO wilhsland the
criticism of those who really toruti­
lUte me last uumpelS of a decaying
.,..21 0

CONCLUSION

must be foughl on many different fronlS.
Some QdicaI feminiSlS actually sec lhe

adoption of anarchisl principles as a ma­
jor weakness of Ihe women's movement
Carol Hanisch, for instance, argues lhal
!he anli·leadenhip _ JJSed by !he
women's movemenl of me 1ale 1960's
actually weakened Ihe effectiveness of
lhe rnc>Yernen11S I whole. Hanisch SIalCS
thaI

(l)1le no leadership/lolal cqua1i1y line
had damaging effccts on me WOIIlCft'S
liberation movemenL.. The major ef­
fect of the no leadetship line was lO
SlOp !he pro- woman faction from
continuing lO lake their poliIics 10 abe
masses of WOOlen. II simultaneousty
JCtVed me pc:rsonal ambitions of
some. 16

HInisch argues thai the II'lti~litiSl ~

adetship SU'IICCY effectively splil me
movemenl inlO ineffectual groups, thereby
·libmlizin&· and _izing !he
women's movemenL Hanisch cannol un­
dersland me strength iDherenI lO a decen­
tralized movcmenl, nor can she see lhe
IUlhoriwianism fA bet own position. A
decentralized movemenl is less easy to in­
filtrale, and certainly less easy for lhe
scale and other groups lO conlrOl. Strong
'eadership can easily tum inlO aulboritari­
anism, and only replicales lhe relations of
domination thal anarchists are fighting 10

desuoy. Hanisch, while being a radical
feminisl, is, in her pro-leadership Slance,

certainly not an anarchist.
Olher radical feminists, like Jane

Alpert, envision lhe ending or oppression
10 be prcdicalCd 00 lhe establishmenl of a
maIriIrtIly.

...(T)/te poW D/ MOIIwr Rig'" is 10
,.,,.,,,. 1M lawrily «cordi., 10 ,II<
".,upt/<JfuD/-.GIld'0"""'"
so<l<" be ,. ;-.. D/ tltU ....

_/wIIMOly· ---­
erbood CUll KlOSS econooUc class.
fICO. and 1101 pld........ society
in whicb __ poweduJ by

virtue of being mochcn would not be
divided along any of lhese lines. I?
(original emphasis)

This reasoning is, from an anarchiSl view­
poinl, problematic. There is no guaranlCe
dw a mauiarchy will be any beucr lhan a
palriarchy, or any other -archy· for lhal
mallCr. Alpert, instead of arguing against
all forms of power and domination, ar­
gues in favour of a malriarchy lhal will
somehow be benevolent. lbe benevolence
of Olher rulers has been historically fICkle,
whelher lhey be kings, queens, p:lpCS, or
pesidents. Why should women be im­
mune 10 lhe corrupting nalure of power?
Alpert does nol address this, and cannol,
because she is not an anarchiSl.

Sally Miner Gearbart, in her article
Ihe Fulure - If There Is One - Is Fe­
male" lays oul an argumenllhal perhaps
besll)'pifies a radical feminisl stance ahal
is non-anarchist Gearhart argues ahal

... if lhe world is to move away from
the escalating violence lbal shapes
all our lives, then the affairs of lhe
wOfld, and of lbe human species
specificaUy, mUSI be placed in lhe
hands of women. 18

G~han continues her argwnenl by stal­
ing ahal we should "...begin minting of
flipping lhe coin, of making the exchange
of power, of building the ideology or fe­
male primacy and conuol."19 How does
Gearhart propose lO do mis? She urges
the reduction of lbe male population 10

10%.20 This female SUpremisl argument
is nothing short of fascism. Anarchism is
aboul lhe dissolution of power, not lhe
exchange of power. No anarchist would
support genocide of any lype, sexual or
olherwise.

h is obvious Ihalthe abolilion of.,.....
relations in aU upeclS of life is DOC. an in­
b=nl part of radical feminism. although



Sometimes I dream of living and
growing wilhin a community of wcmyn, I
was able 10 get glimpses of me actuality
of that dream during me ume I spent at
the Womyn's Peace Camp at Grcenham
Common.

It was a short experience - a matter of a
few weekends· but one I wiD always re.­
member. As Jane saKi, Ihe biggest
problem you get here is being addicted to
iL..il's one of the only places I know
where I can be myself.·

I really didn't know what to expect on
my rll'St visiL It was cold; the beginning

rloo u.s. Ail Foree B_ • Gr....­
COIIfIJtDft is sinMIIIJl 1W4r lite IOMW q
NewbllT'y. in Berlt.sllire -- abo", a OM and
a It4If Ito", bK5 trip ~I from Londo,.. II
hDs a 9-mile ,adillS willi 8 gaus • only
OM (YtUOW Cd/tt) is permaMndy open to
,raJru:. TM Gr«1thtJm Common Ptau
Camp is WOIPI)'II Dilly. The womJII main­
taiJI camps at tad galt!, which are re­
ferred to by cololUs: Yellow, Gru1I, 81ue,
Emerald. Indigo. Violet, Red. Orcutge.
Tilt womyn art of all ages, spirillUJi be­
lie/so suuoJ orie1tJ4lions and art mostly
wlrilt. though there are some womyn of
colo",. TMy come from allover Creal
BriuJill and are s"ppltwtellltd by Anter;­
CtJIU, CQ.IIQ(JjOlU, JQ{JtJMSt and Scandina·
vians (while I was 'hert). Theyarefrom a
wide rQ1lge of class backgrounds. and art
mostly vtgtltJrianl~gcuc_ Mcuty perma­
nelll residents live off 1M dole (welfare)
which ;$ abolll $40 per wttk.. Some
wOM)'n work; many people donatt monq
or food to 'M camp. The convoys occur
when missiles and military equipntem are
laUlI to Salisbury Plain for a week of
"war g~s". Evictions when bailiffs and
cops come daily to force womyn 10 clear
the land ofall possessions, tents, vehicles,
food, etc., are a continual form of 00­
rtuSlMnt. All womyn quoted Mre livt!(d)
at Yellow Gate. Many th4nks to tMmfor
ta/killg with me!

...NARCH...·FEMINISM

petS. 1 have never saaycd in a mixed
camp. and afte< hearing this. I was glad I
hadn't! But womyn who have, said tbIl
they had a complcldy diff...... aIJnO.

sphere • it was much more combative.
JaDe: Yo.. ~e so IfWCII MtJIe violella

(from boitiff.. cops. soIdien and vigi­
lantes) ,Ital ,.,.. elfd lip 110I WdIIIiItg to S«_II Ql all. Y01& gel so lUIgry lNII iI fuls
r<ally good 10 lump all .... top,lter (as
ICrrible. violent people).

The seoond impcnanl aspect of G.....•
ham is ill adi·lUIbori1arianis.

jaDe: To me, tulQTclry IntCIIIS IIOl 0IIly
ltWllg respolUibiJ.iJy for yo"'.If. ",., re­
spo"-fibiliry willtio IN cOlllllllUliry. ........­
dry is /tOt G permtJltelll suue of tJ6aUs.
you an cOllSttullly tryiII, to go forward
and uep rrassasiJag jlldgmelW.

Then: are no bieran:hics; _Ie lake

n:sponsibili.y fOl" cooking. _ng up ben­
ders. washing up. gelling shopping. as
they feel fiL It is expected thai. visilCn
wiJI do as much as they feel ccmfortable
with doing.

Jude: Do WOmyll slip ill/O the SQmt

pallerllS of livillg tu in regular socieryJ
We nud to recognize responsibility to
ourselves. We shouldn't be afraid of be·

~~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~.~~~.~!:~::.~.~:.~:;.~;.~~.~:.:~.:~~~:~:,:.:.:. ~:~~~:'II//~e~::::a:s:~ve~v;
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illlliiiiill;jiililiiiiiiii;lili;;;;I:lliil111~~~
by Mackliae and cops. the daily evictions, the cold, the convoy of missiles and other death-

din. the personal conOiets. the amsIS... weapons travels 10 Sa1isbury Plain 0 think
1 think 1 _ able 10 --' ........ lime tIIis is a coupIc of hours south 01 G.-.

at Greenhem 10 realize dw liCe Ihcre ham) where the soldiers play war pmes
could be very difficult. but also very Fe- for a weet. Before it comes 0Ul of the
warding. main gate, (at I or 2 in the moming), VIP

Greenham is more than a peace camp. loads of cops ride up and barric:adc the
It is very much a wcmyn's community road leading up 10 the base. WalChing
and a home a fact which I don't think has this, I felt a really deep rage and sense of
been widel; recognized. powerlessness. Several womyn were

lzzy: This is my only home. There are crying.
limes W~II I need iI as a home and ""t a It can. though, also be a very ernpow-
peace camp. If there were no convoys or ering experience. Some ·womyn am-
evUtiOIlS it would be more 1tomelike. bushed the convoy with paint bombs and
There would be more penntUlttncy. It blocked the road to slow the convoy
would be differellt. down. Others of us rode in a car to Or-

Rebecca: Somelimes I WGII' to be only ange Gate where the support vehicles
with the 'home' womyn andfor visitors to came out. We managed to get in front of
have another space. / oon'l want to have them and drove at about 10 kilometres per
to say anylhillg to visitors becau.u it hour (much to their frustration!). We sue-
breaks tM concept of beillg al home. A cecded in keeping them at this snail's
visitor may come and break. into tM con- pace for a good hour; none of the trucks
vt!Tsation and yo.. need 10 respond to her was able to pass us. Eventually, the cops
~~ds or sM may ful alienated. had to come and rescue them. 'They cut us

lzzy: It's important that womyn come off and allowed the convoy to zoom past.
Mre andful tMy call come back agaill. That acuon helped me and me other

Rebecca: It's evt!T)I womyn's right 10 womyn there feel much suonger, but. for
livt! here. Bill tMy musl recogniu it's not myself,I still had a lot of anger left in me
my respolISibility to live with every that I didn't reaDy know how to deal with.
womyn. As for the evictions, well. they're part

There are two important aspeclS which of the continued official harassment of
have made the camp what it is. The flrst womyn. Th~ bailiffs come by daily to
is the womyn-only rule. each gate. They are accompanied by a

Jane: One ofthe most wonkrfuJ things garbage truck and two cops. Womyn
aboWl GrunMm is that tMre are flO men. have to take everything off me land -
I doll' t Wee mLlI visiting because I ,et very food, fireWood. benders, tenlS, pecsonal
angry wMn womyn dash around making belongings. The bailiffs try to get their
coffee for tMm and make fools of them- hands on as many items as possible and
selves. throw them in the truck. They kick out

Men are aUowed to visit the camp until the rue and can be verbally and physically
sunset, but at Green Gate, a camp set in a abusive to womyn.
quiet, wooded area, no men are ever at- This created a dis-abling feeling as
lowed. I found that many men came with well. It never failed to make me reel
me auilUde that womyn would pay a10l of frustrated and often angry. How could me
attention to them. Several seemed to have evictions be prevented? No permanent
no respect for the fact that this is a SlJUCturtS could be on the land -- thus
womyn's camp and they were only visi- making living conditions harsher than
tors, often unwelcome at thaL they might have been.

Al Molesworth, a mixed camp, three bzy: The worst things are nol having
wornyn were raped by male peace cam- mMCh time and spau If) yowself and /tOt

to be able to do llUllgS yo..'re ittleruted in
bectuUe ~.W' got ItO per1Pltllle1ll living
stnlChU'eS.

Rebecca: It's Itord jut to WONkr off
willi someone. Yo.. Med to be Iwrefortlte
boililfs. Tit< aspec' oft.. Itas d</Wt<1y
,... 0", of il. wllic~ I iMlUifJ wil~ '100
bai/jJfs tutd cOllS1Glll aictiOlU. f .. M#d
to goUtg 011 Iollg walts tJloM (N witll 1M­

Miter. / rrtGrwU seutofjoyollloftNII.
BllllIOW / aJII't do iI beCGlUe //taw 10
'ttIIOTry abolll my car; 1fIIIwtlter ,~ lin

eltO..," ...",.",. to ltIutdIe lUI nticrioll.
EacI1 day ...... in a !OIt of limbo UIllil

atlcr the boiliff, had come. And ..... af­
......_. th= was always the possibiIil)'

d1al they would reIUm.
Jude: SiuUtr GIfd I4lkUtg Cdlt SlUW

mefor a wltile aNI I'm more able toface
evictiOIlS.

This kind of pressure obvinusly wears
on the womyn and lhrre is a grea need
for support. Wilb all the womyn in the
same situation. Ibis can be w:ry hard to
give. While I was there. several of the
residcnlS left to stay wilb family or friends
lOre<:over.

Iny: I,. a lor of sillUJliotu, if G WDm)'1I

needs support, it woldd be Urvnen..se. Bill
ill everyday living, a lot ~ things are IUI­

notiud and support is often not there.
11' s SOlMtimes a qwstioll of priority.
When tM convoy comes do yo.. pay OUell­
tion to that or womyn arolUld yo..? Do
you ralk. to visitors or with WOmyll yo..' re
living wirh? Does iI have to be either/or?
When WDm)'1I pWl a lot of eMrgy ill/O ac·
tiollS, tiredness and te1l#MSS grows after
that.

Jude: The presslU'e CGII be vt!ry heavy
and sorru!tinvs I have no enerIY for ollter
people.

Rebeua: A #tome It4s tltt SQmt COII­
flic,s berwull perSOlftll tJ1td pnlCtictJl
probktltS, wlwn '10" pIIJ YOIIJ' iMlnedillle
eMrD·

1",: I JiM il dif!icvl' 10 ba1<utce IN
two. fa pili a lot of ellelY iIUo womyIlI

"isiallg tJNl inlo actiollS tIItd ,11m / CGIt' t

do lhat. I ful inlTflll,ed 0f'I by orlter
WO"'Y" mod ,,""gs~g.

Jane: r ve seell womyn who bodly
needed ItLIp but Itavt!. bUll It/t beCGlUe
womyn Mvt!fI'tlttJd rltt energy to do iI. /t
sometimes comes down to yow or 110 SlIT­

vival.
Greenham life can be terrible, but it can

also be a wonderful time of making con·
necuons with other womyn.

Itty: It's tryillg 10 survivt! in this world
witholll damaging Dlher people. Findillg
so~whtre where you sort of{II and ful
more comfortable and Iwppier than be­
fore. There are sometimes amazing COli­

versation..s around the {ve Ql night. II's
very ftuci1UJlillg the way differelll womyn
react. Womyn don't always say whal
they're fulillg. I lik.t it whell womYII sit
and listen. They find OUI who womyn ore
and whal they're actually aboWl, things
they wouldn't tuk.. It creates an aware·
ness in them.

Rebecca: You 1P'fOU connections with
womyn who don't live here but who
you've gone thro..gh a lot with and yo..
fullike tIlLy live here. Olhers visil oflell
andyo.. ,um'lfulliu they live here.

Jude: I find i, very difficwl' 10 k<ep
leavillg and coming bacl:.

My dream has developed from my ex­
periences at Greenham. And I think we
can create more than just a vision from the
Greenham Common wornyn; we can re­
ally learn from both their mistakes and
successes. They have an anarcha-feminist
community, and as we look 10 creatilll an
anarcha-fcminist reality for ourselves 0
hope wilb WOl!lyn and men), their expe·
riences are invaluable and inspiring. It
makes me (at least) look to me fu~ and

~Yo'Cl'8'Od~i~~im~~



by the Greek junta of 1967·74. (in
"Tragouthia Apo To Aima Exoun Fonos
(Song From The Blood Of Those Mur­
dered)" lO AIDS and its use by Lhe reli­
gious right (the theme of The Divine
Punishment LP). However, probably the
:TIost infamous of her political views are
those concerning womyn and violence.
She has often discussed her "rape preven·
tion squad", the Black Leather Beavers,
who she says "run around town perform·
ing ritual castrations". She has also said
that womyn need to "stop sitting around
weeping in their stupid little pussy·ass
feminist weep sessions... (and) get their
cleavers out." She feels vigilanteism is
the only option for womyn because ~the

police state and the prevention of rape are
mutually exclusive."
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boyfriend thinksJi>oCs he 'like my tapes consist of mostly Toronto. bands.
cunl/Does he think. it stinks?") are with an emphasis on

We aU k.now what "womyn's music" is "JX)mographic" and thus can't come into weird/uncategorizable music and
like, don't we? It's nice and soft and the counlry Icstlhe moral fabric ofsocicty womyn's bands. The fanzines are mainly
gentle and peaceful, never noisy. aggres· begin to deteriorate or something like that. made up of materials pcnaining to the
sive, angry or disturbing, right? Well. this Isn't it nice to know that the s.tate's so bands on the tape, i.e. lyrics, graphics, ir-
is certainly what we are led to believe. concerned about us? terviews, etc., but usually include other
Many feminists I have encountered think material as well, leaning in a generally
Lhere is something seriously wrong with Annie Anxiety feminist/gay·orienLed direction. Fiflh
me because I would ralher listen to some- Barbed Wire Halo single (Crass Records) Column themselves, as one might guess
one pounding on scrap metal than SlrUm- Soul Possession LP (Corpus Christi) from this, make fairly uncategorizable
ming an acoustic guitar, but the fact re- Eyes of lhe Blind and Tropical Depression music (too weird to be pop, to poppy lO be
mains that I .• and many other feminists (poetry books) (XNTRIX) really weird), with vaguely feminisl/gay-
too, particularly of the anarcha· variety -- I've seen her a1bwn filed under hard- oriented lyrics. The most prominent char-
like nasty, noisy, disturbing music, and in core in some record SlOres, presumably acteristics of their music are the horror-
fact think that the Hotly Nears of this because of her association with Crass, but movie style organ and precise, almost
world arc _. well·· pretty boring, really. she's a lot closer to industrial. Her music military·sounding drumming. Fifth Col-

So for those who share my musical in· ranges from dense "difficult listening" wnn are on the surface accessible enough
lerests, and, perhaps more importantly for tape collages to the darkly melodic, hyp- lO lure in the occasional unsuspecting
those who don't yet, but would like to notic songs which make up most of the commercial music listener, but leave
find out more, here's an overview of some album. The lyrics are mostly personal but her,lbim feeling definitely uoscttled... Innalable Boy Clams
of the Olher Idnds of music that womyn disturbing, occasionally veering inlO the rm Sorry EP (Subterranean Records)
are making. Of course, this is by no explicitly political, such as in the anti- Frightwig This band is a combination of the fe-
means a complete list, and is basically a psy~hiatry son~~ ."~.~~ ~f~:r.il:'l?~": . Her Cat Farm Faboo LP (Subterranean male m:~!Jers of various other bands thai.
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So, uhimalely it's pretty arbitrary, but
here goes:

A.s.F. (Anti-Scrunti Faction)
A Sure Fuck EP (Unclean Records)
Damsels in Distress LP
(FlipsidelUnciean)
Plus several songs on the Hide: Dementia
5 lape.

A Lesbian-feminist hardcore band from
Boulder, Colorado! The music's fairly
standard hardcore, except for "Frat Boy"
(my favorite) and some of the songs on
the Hide tape, but the lyrics are really
good, and feminist hardcore isn't all that
common yet, so their records are well
worth checking out -- if you can get them
across the border, that is. The ever-vigi·
lant Canada Customs has apparently de­
cided that the cover of the EP (a rather un­
flattering cartoon of a naked man) and the
lyrics to the song "Slave to My Estrogen"
(sample: "I'm so worried about what my

slurs that should be familiar to anyone
who's ever taken a stand on anything.
Anyway, for those who haven't heard
them, they're a mixed band, extremely
political (mainly anar­
chisVfeminist/pacifist), much more artic­
ulate lyrically than most hardcorc bands,
and very distinctive musically as well
(their most recent recordings lean toward
post-industrial tape collage). They seem
to have now officially broken up after a
couple of years in limbo, bUl individual
and/or collective projects by ex·members
may be fonhcoming...

Firth ColumnIHide
Boy/GiriEP
To Sir With Hale LP (Hide Records)
Hide Casseues/fanzines (five so far,
think)

Fifth Colwnn arc a ToronlO all-womyn
band who also put out lIide, a fanzine
with accompanying cassette, on an irreg­
ular (roughly annual) basis. The Hide

Diamanda Galas
DiamandtJ Galas LP (Metalanguage)
Litanies Of Satan (Y Records)
The Divine Punishmenl (Mute)
The Saini O/The Pit (Mute)

Diamanda Galas must be the most tech­
nically proficient musician in this an.icle,
and maybe in alternative womyn's music
in general, with classical vocal training
and a Master's degree in music. How­
ever, she certainly hasn't let her classical
background inhibit or constrain her musi­
cal style in any way, but rather puts the
skills thus acquired to uses that would
probably give her musi~ professors a
coronary! Her music consists of basically
just her own voice, but muhi-tracked and
processed electronically in an immense
variety of ways, sometimes so extremely

. as to be barely recognizable as a humyn
voice at all. Sometimes there is a minimal
instrumental accompaniment, but more
often the voice alone is sufficient. Her
topics range from the atrocities committed

bum, although at least more of them are in
English on that one, making it more ac­
cessible to a non·Icelandic audience), the
voices of the two vocalists (one male, one
female) weaving in and out, and give Lhe
impression of a feeling of hysteria or
panic, barely suppressed beneath an at·
tempt at cheerfulness thai. seems
hideously forced, like putting makeup
over an open wound. The music itself
remains semi·accessible, but with enough
weird twists and turns lO keep you on
edge (much of what I said about Fifth
Column's music also applies here, al­
though they actually don't sound at aU
alike). Docs that make any sense? No?
Well, you'll have lO listen to them for
yourself then, won't you?

Lydia Lunch
Queen ofSiam LP
13.13LP
The Agony Is the Ecstasy 1/2 LP (4AD)
(One side Lydia, the other side The Binh-



day Patty)
In Limbo LP

odon't know all the record labels because
I don't actually have all these records.
There's probably more records that I don't
know aboullOO.)

Tht! Drowning of Lucy Hamilton LP
(Widowspcalc Rcoords)

I/ystai~ (LP I think:, but it might be only
on CD in which case I'll be really pissed
om)

ANARCHA-FEMINISM

leU all and let people make up their own holdmg anything back, putting allihe hid- Frat Girls, Toxtc Shock. Varoshi Fame,
minds. She's definitely not "politically den horrors out on display for all to see. Johanna Went, Wilma, and anyone else I
correct" by any means, the question is 'That's the way I feel about a 101. of artistS, come across between now and then who
more like whether she's politically ex- particularly in the industrial genre, who seems like they'd fit in. I know there's
cusabl~. She seems to hate womyn as are not ovenly political, and may seem lots more great womyn's bands that I
much as she hates men, she uses hersexu- just pointlessly nihilistic to some, but who haven't mentioned, but I can't write about
ality in a way that plays up far 1.0 much arc nevertheless doing more to expose Ihe everyone at once. If you think I'm miss-
lOO male poma<liche ideas about womyn, society we live in for the stinking ing out on anyone vital, let me know.
she has been known to say lhings to the cesspool it is than all the nice little lefty And you other bands out there, you might
effect that womyn who get raped deserve folksingers combined could ever hope to want to send me your recordings and I'll
it, she has a big rock-star ego problem, do. review them m future issues. I will try to
and in fact, it's difficuh at fIrSt to come up Well, I seem to have run out of space restrain myself from including either of
wilh anything positive to way about her. (and energy) for this issue, so the second the bands I'm in, Violence And The Sa·

t had son of mixed feelings about in- So why do I like her so much? I haven't half of this article will have to wait til cred (old band which I'm in the process of
eluding Lydia in this article because I gal a clue. Maybe because, no malter next issue (This l\me I will do the second phasing myself out of) and Mourning
can'tdccidcwhetherthepositivequalities how fucked up she may be, she's still a half, I promise! Part two of "Jerk-Off Sickness (new, all-womyn band that
of her work outweigh the r.egative enough very powerful womyn, who writes from Politics" I'm not so sure about...). It will hasn't really gonen off the ground yet, so
to make her worth promoting. But I usu- her own experience of the horrible under- include the Malrax compilation, Poi- there's nothing to write about anyway), in
ally feel that when in doubt,. it's best to side of our pseudo-nice society, without songirls, Rubella Ballet, Teddy and the the second haIfof the article. 0
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Animal Rights Activists Persecuted
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by Lynna Landstrttt

On January 19th, 1987, five peoplc
were arrested in Toronl.O for allegedly
spray-painting a Kcntucky Fried Chicken
store, and il sccms that the State has de­
cided to "make an examplc" out of them
by charging them with virtuaUy every
ALF or othcr animal-related action in the
past year. Linda Cotnam, Gail Emo, and
Jacqueline Rabazo were each charged
with Ihrec counts of mischief under
SIOOO, one count of mischief over 51(0'),
possession of burglary lOOls, and wearing
a disguise with intent to commit an in­
dtctabie offcnse, David Barbarash and
-KCM Quayle were each charged with
lhrce counts of mischief under, six counts
of mischief over, (WO coums of possession
of bwglary 100I•• possess... 01 a weapon
danccrous 10 \be public peKe.~
of slOlen property. and possession of an
cxplosive SUbslance. In addition. Kenn,
an occasional KIO conuibulor, was
charged with breaking and entering. in
conneclion wilh an ALF raid on the Uni­
vcrsity of Toronto Dentistry Lab last year.

All fivc arc now out on bail, after being
held in cuslody for four days in the case
of thc womyn, a week: for the men. The
womyn's bail was set at S2000
(recognizancc withOOl deposit), Kenn's at
S75OO, and David's at S10,OOO, plus a
surety for each of them, meaning someone
who owns propcny signing the recog­
nizance. so that their houses can possibly
be seized if the bail is not paid. They
have also been given very restrictive bail
conditions, such as a curfew from 10 pm
to 6 am and an order not to associate
"directly or indirectly" with each other
(except for Gail and Linda, who Jive l()-.

gether), except in the presence of their
lawyers for lhe purpose of preparing a de­
fense. This in cffect means not altending
any meetings, demos, parties or any other
events where any of the olhers might be
present. Kenn and David were also or­
dered to Iivc wilh their surelies and to
"seek and maimain employment".

As usually happens with any kind of
major political arrests, there has been a
great deal of harassment directed against
not only the five themselves, but their
supponers as well. Many peoplc
(including myself) have been very obvi­
ously followed by cop cars or taxis, espe­
cially late at night (when it makes you the
mosl ncrvous, of course). At least two
houses have been raided as well. During
the raid on my house, one residelll was
asked if he had AIDS, many sarcastic
comments were made about S/M equip­
ment in another person's room, and we
were told thal there was an "overemphasis
on sex" in the house, I was asked if I was

a "witch doctor" and questioned about thc
meaning of various Pagan ritual instru­
ments and symbols in my room, and
threatened with arrest over an unpaid fine.
(All this in addition to the expected ques­
tions about whether we were ALF mem­
bers, etc.) A womyn from another co-op
house down the street was stopped on her
way to the comer store by the same cops
thai. night and questioned very aggres­
sively about whether people in her house
used drugs. Two other supporters were
stopped in their car for no apparent rezon
and threatened with arrest because one of
them had a Native prayer pipe. (One cop
told them that "normal people don't have
stuff like that".) On a heavier note. two
other supporters were arrested in an
altercation over a uaffac accident (with a
IaJge numba 01 plainclothes cops ap-

p::aring instantly on the scene and arrest­
ing only them, not lhe other people who
had in fact started lhe incident) and were
charged with numerous drug- and
weapon-related offenses. One womyn
was held overnight for telling a male cop
who was sexually harassing her to fuck
off.

Kenn Quayle told me about his experi­
ence of the events (I know it's politically
incorrect to interview one of the mcn for
the anarcha-feminism issue. but I had lO
write lhis in a big hurry and he was the
only one of the five who was readily
available al the moment):

The other prisoMrs w~r~ fiM, actJUJily.
At first they Upt asking, what's all this
chicken stuff? But when I aplaiMd that
animal liberation was only OM part ofmy
politics, which also included prison abo­
lition, anwng other things, w~ got along,
no problem, Ther~ was this OM guard
though, who kept aslcing m~ "Ar~ )'014 a

faggot?" over and over again, r~ally ag­
gr~ssivtly, so finally I said "Y~s!". Lat~r

wh~n I was chlJnging Olll of my clothes
into my prison uniform, he told ~ fIOt to
shake OUI my clothes becalLf~ it woll/d
"spread AIDS allover the place."

As/ar as police tactics, I think the most
effective one they've got is this sort of
psychological warfar~. They can ke~p us
apart from our friends, maIce us paranoid
of ~ach other, g~t all kinds of weird ru­
mours going... God. the!1l!!J!lll!l.! List~n.

if peopl~ really support ILl and support
OIU politics, they shouJdn't be o.sJcing all
thes~ stupid q~stions /iU "Did you r~ally

do all tMt?".
All the persolttll NuassmeltJ thais go­

ing on IIbW.pIUS tMfactthal 1'", IIbt slUe
M,:her~ I'm living, plus IIOt being tJbIe to be
wilh MY friends. pillS MY _fed,. of

surv~il/anc~ t~c1uwlogy -- all the things
tlley'r~ capab/~ of doing -- and of state
harassment worldwide, has got me mor~

depressed than I'VI! been in a really long
time. But now I feel more angry about it
than anything, I feel~ that thoughts
of suicide that I thought I' d gOIl~n rid of
years ago are coming back to~. So I
think I'm being fairly sw::cessful in r~di­

recting those feelings into something mor~

positive.J'm not going to g~t self-destrue­
liv~.

I think rhe main f!jf~ct of all this has
been to strengthen my politics. The Earth
could be destroy~d al any time -- they
could press a button and nuk~ US in a s~c­

ond, or they could destroy tM rainforests
and the ozone layer in which cas~ we've

got :walll rifte~n y~ars. In either case
w~'r~ looking at total global destruction.
W~ ha~ to act IIbW. I have personally
dedicat~d my lif~ to the pr~servation of
life on this plaMt. I'm not going to sue-

cumb to tM death cuItur~.

TIle arrests have come at the Cresl of a
wave of local media auaeks on the animal
rights movement, mostly centred upon the
so-called "takeover" of the Toronto Hu­
mane Society by "animal rights &C­

tivists"rradicals"rmilitants"/ whatever
and upon THS president Vicki Miller in
panicular. The media have been trying
for months 1.0 create some kind of link be­
tween Ihe THS and the ALF and are now
having a field day with the allegation that
all 0I1he five are THS members (big deal
- so are 3500 other people) and Iha1
David was allegedly working as a re­
searcher for the TIIS. In addition 10
helping the media on their lillie hate cam­
paign.1he cops are probably also llying 10
"clear dleir boob" and rid __ of

dle embonusmen. 01 all !bose unsoI....
ALF actions.

Of course. as detc:ribcd earlier. My kind
01 political anesu also provide a handy
excuse to harass and intimidale entire
communities, keep people too paranoid
and freaked out to do anything politically,
and diven what little cnergy people have
got into support and fundraising for the
arrested people. It's estimated thallegaJ
costs for this case may be about 550,000,
and it may be a year oc more before it's all
over. llw may not sound like much 10

those who were around during the Van­
couver Five's arrest and trials, but foc
those of us who are tOO young to have had
much fIrst hand experience of that, this is
eenainly proving to be an educalional
experience! All that Sluff about house
raids, surveillance. etc. may sound kind of
mysterious and exciting when you're
reading about it happening to someone
else, years ago, but it's something else
when it happens 10 you!

The one good thing about the situation
is how quickly the communilY has come
back together after being pretty scauered
for the past year or two. At the first bail
hearing, the courtroom was so crowded
with supponccs that some people couldn't
get in. A defense fund tw 'been started
(the Toronto. Animal Rights Defense
Fund), a press statement is in the works,
and several benefit events are being
planned.. Donations are still urgently
needed, though. For updates, see future
issues of Front liM N~ws, Ihe ALF Sup­
pan Group newsletter, available by do­
nation. 0
Toronto AnimlJI Riglus D~f~f1S~Fund: c/o
Mary C, Bartley, Barrister and SolicilOr,
I I Prince Arthur Avenue, Toronto. On­
tario, M5R 1B2. (Make cheques payable
to Mary C. Bartley in trust for TARDF)

Front Line N~ws: clo ALFSG, P.O. Box
915, Station F, Toronto, Ontario, M4Y
2N9.
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by Anil Agarwal

TM follow;ng article is an excupt ofa
mu.ch longer article (originally given as a
talk), entitled "Beyond Pretty Trees and
Tigers: TM Role of Ecological
Destruction in lhe Elf1erging PaJtuns of
Poverty and People's Protests", It is
reprinted with 1M kind permission of lhe
author. In a fWIUt! issw. W(' hope to
reprint another, longer exurpt which
tko/s wilh the calLUs of tnvirofllrlental
tUsmlCtion in the Third World. aJId what
COlI ~ do~ abow it (kuping in mind lhe

fU!cessity of o\lercoming poverty and

the routine repealS ilsClf and year after
weary year fuel and fodder collection time
periods increase. In many parts the
women may have literally reached their
"carrying capacities".

The increasing work burden on women
is affecting everything else in their lives.
A study by the Indian Institute of
Management in Ahmedabad shows thal
five times more men than women seek
treatment at primary health ce'lters.
Women do not have time lO seek health
care even when they are iU. A study by
the Operations Research Group found in
western V.P. thai even pregnant women

women in preventing deforestation has
been paramount in the movement. Even
though many crucial household needs
could be met by rehabilitating the local
village ecosystem •• by planting fuel and
fodder trees for instance ··me men do not
show any interest in doing so. It is the
women who are doing all the afforestation
work organized by the Chip!c movement.

The new culture created by the
penetration of the cash economy has.
slowly but steadily, psychologically
alienaled the men from their ecosystem.
Employment lO them means worlc which
can put cash in their hands. This
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management in the Himalayas and in the
Ghats. The Himalayas are being described
as one of the most threatened ecosys1ems
in the world. which in tum determines the
fate of several hundred million people in
the Indo-Gangetic plains. BUI if any
action for ecological reconstruction has to
be taken in me hills. it canOOl be done
without the involvement of women. The
census data of 1981 shows thai all the
districts in the country which have high
rates of female work participation lie

situated in me Himalayas or in the Ghats.­
In Lhe Himalayas most women workers
are also classir.oo as cultivalOrS.

empowering 1M poor). Mr. Agarwal is
affiliated willa lhe Ctllkr for Science and
EnvirOltnleIll. NCrN DellU. India. The
Chipkb MOYflntIU, whid he refers 10 in
JeYitral places. is a "social /ortSIT'J"
""'''",,<Ill IfltIde ." lor,." of wo....
w/lid 1I4s II#d dirtct actiott aNI civil
disobtdie,," to proIeCIforullmtds tJIfd 10

promore 1aT,e-.sctW ciWlimt repItwUIg. "
is lor,." confWd 10 ,It< _ of UI/Or
PrOJlkslt. wltere 1M WOMt'II involwd~
become .bIow1I as 1M "tnt-#lMggtTs"
Edited by KlU/ry MQll/ey aNI ROIl Hayley.

The destruction or the environment
clearly poses the biggest threal 10
marginal cultures and ClCCupatiOOS like
that or tribals. nomads and flSherfolk
which have always been heavily
dependent on lheir immediate
environment for lhe survival. But the
maximum impact of lhe destruction of
btomass sources is on women. Women in
all rural cultures are affected, especially
women from poor landless. marginal and
small farming families. Seen from the
point of view of these women, it can even
be argued that all development is ignorant
of women's needs at best, and anti·
woman at worst, literally designed to
increase their work burdcn.

Given the culterally accepted division
of labour within the family, the collection
of household needs like fuel, fodder and
water is left to women. As the
environment dcgrades and this becomes
increasingly difficult to obtain. women
have to spend an extraordinary amount of
time foraging for fuel. fodder and water in
addition to household work. agricultural
wen: and caring for animals. There is
almost no data which shows how the time
spent by women on their daily household
activities is increasing and how this
increase differs across eco-climactic zones
of India. But the available data on me
existing work burden is downright
shcxking. In many partS of India. women
wort 14 to 16 hours every day and it does
not mauer whether Ihey are young, old or
JRgnant. and whether it is a Sunday or
any other holiday. Day after weary day

wort 14 hours a day. They do this almost
until a few hours before delivery and
begin normal w<ri: 3-4 days _.
One woman IOId ORG .......,.....: ·We
are 100 much k&ied with family chores.
HospiIa1s, injeaioos elC., .... 100 much
lime CODSUIDiq business for us..

AnoIIle< SlUdy _ aal Punjab

l<CeOlIIy _bed the probIans !aced by
poor _ afle< the _y
operation. Nine out of ten wcmen frem
agricullural Iaboor households in the
villag< wIlo had und<rgooe tubectomy
complained aboul post-operalive pains.
All of them wanted 10 take rest but none
of them could. Collecting fodder in the
village alone lOOk three hours. There was
hardly any source of freely available
fodder in the village. Mosl women had t£.

bring grass and other weeds from between
wheal plants in the fields. Many fanners
would not allow this and landless women
had to go from one field 10 another.
Firewood meant stiU more work and
another journey. The bending and
stretching increased the pain. The women
wanted to pass on their work lO others,
cspeciaUy their children. They Ihen ran
into conflicts with their husbands and
their children who wanted to play rather
than work. One woman kicked and
punched her daughter so hard for not
working with her that she died. Such
viciousness may be rare but increased
family tensions arc common place.

The penetration of the cash economy is
affecting the relationship between men
and women in a peculiar way and is
creating a real dichotomy in their
respective relationships with nature. Men
have become more involved with the cash
economy than women. Women continue
to deal with the non-monetized. biomass­
based subsistence economy of the
household. Even wilhin the same
household, we can flnd cases of men
happy lO destroy nature to earn cash even
though it would create greater hardships
for the women in collecting daily fuel and
fodder needs.

The Chipki> movement has given us
numerous examples of this dichotomy in
male-female inlertStS. and the role of

employment can be found mainly in the
city; hence there is mass male migration,
bUI even within the village a job to men is
something mal must ea'1I cash.

'Thm: an: few of Ihose casle and class
barrias in the 1Iin1aIa)'lOl "iIIases whichpreventJlCCllle__'I__ as.
cxmmunity. But SliD women continue .,
walt miles ... miles C»'a' arduous paIhs
10 felCh fuel, f_ and _ every day,

while .... sit idly _I nochinllO plant
trees in the denuded areas aroood them.

It is not surprising that the eucalyptuS
based social forestry, IroUCd out to be
such a great success by the World Bank
and the forest departments. is aU in the
hands of men. aU planting trees with the
cash motive. Other than employing
women as cheap labour in nurseries. lhese
agencies have nothing lO show in terms of
involvement of women -- the very people
who deal with fuel and fodder and the
government too still gives this Ihe name
of Social Forestry. BUI maybe this should
oot be swprising. Making a fast buck,
even at Ihe expense of sociely and
ecology, is probably the most social thing
we can do in a cash economy.

Male migration -- another major
phenomenon in "modem socicty .. also
increases the work burden of women, who
then have to lake care not only of
household needs but also have to devote
more time lO the family's agricultural
needs. But as the time needed lO eollccl
fuel and fodder grows. agriculture gels
neglected. A study of three villages in the
Kumaon region of Uttar Pradesh. for
inslanCe, shows that the ratio of human
energy spent in collecting fuel and fodder
is already 2.5 times more than the energy
spent on agriculture. As time for fuel and
foddcs collection grows and ruewood
becomes scarcer. lhe traditional practice
of manuring fields will be given up. Cow
dung will be used as fuel, as in the plains,
but with the lack of manuring, these
fragile soils will soon be exhausted. It will
be a disastrous situation for both the local
people and the environment.

Because of the increasing intensity of
floods, there has been considerable talk in
recent years about integrated watershed

Therefore, any program which aims 81

ecological rehabilitation in lbese areas
will have to involve heavily overworked
women. unless of course labow is brought
into lhese areas from outside. wbicJl will
create 1CRSions of InOIher kind.
_y, the experience of the

Chiplo ......-. shows that d<spile their
14-16 hooT _--.., wort: 5CheduJe,
women in Ihese pMS are QbeIDeIy teen
to participate in such wen. especilDy in
...., planlinl. Once the ........ an:
organized and mobilized, they wort: wilh
greal keemess and they fighl any
obstacles that may be created by men. and
as a result. some of the highest tree
survival rates in afforestation effOl1S are
obtained. It has also been found thai when
women gel involved in afforestation, they
tend lO demand fuel and fodder trees. trees
which can meet household needs, whereas
men demand trees that can generalC cash.
The biggest ally in the demand for an
ecologically and socially sound nature is.
lherefore. womankind.

As exactly similar experiences have
been noted in East and West Africa. in
Kenya and in the Sahelian counuics.lhete
is evcry reason to believe thai this
differential interest in nature between men
and women is cross-cultural in character.
"Male" trees and "female" trees is now
even becoming something of a jargon
amongst those interested in involving
communities in afforestation.

All this should not be taken lO construe
thal poor rural househollB do not have
any need for cash. The unfortunate thing
is that much of the cash generated by the
male does nOi get spent on household
needs. A reasonable proportion of this
geLS spent on things like alcohol and
tobacco and such artifacts of
modernization as uansisc.or radios.

Thus. what we see in India today is a
growing conflict over the use of natural
resources and. in particular. over biomass
between the two sector.; of the counuy's
economy: the cash economy or the
modem seclor on the one hand and the
non-monetized, biomass.bascd
subsislence economy. the traditional
seclOr on the Olher. 0
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how to start
your own

by Alexandra Devon

Living as we do (anificially) in a linear
world, it feels good to reconstruct one's
life in circular tenns. Since wc're brought
up to accept hierarchy from family life to
school to workplace and learn that giving
and receiving usually entail sacrifteing,
demanding or, at best., exchanging, it isn't
always easy to imagine a new way of
iDla'aCting. Increasingly. I find myself
working or being with circles of friends
which provide mutual aid, support and a
more hannonious way of working l().

gelber. My women's support group. in
particular. has given me a model or what
ispossiblc.

1be idea of • healing circle of wise
women is not new buI it is a form 0( 01'­

ganization which needs 10 consaandy be
rediscovered. In the lale t960's, in the
early days of the most recent women'5
liberation movement, consciousness.rais­
ing groups sprang up everywhere. Oul 0(

these groups came an understanding of a
common ground of experience. Women
realized that lhe ways in which they were
inhibited from realizing lheir potential had
psychological, lnstilUltonal. cullW'al and
material rootS. In shon. il was DOl

neurosis that made them fearful of
walking in the dark. defeatism that made
lhem feel they couldn't achieve in a male
environment or psychosis that made them
feel thai they would prefer to be in an
intinwe relationship with a woman. These
Iypes of realization of shared oppression
became a form of empowermenl once
lhey were rc:c:ognized and acted upon.
When the self-blame and self-haired were
lessened or elimiruued much of that
energy could be twned outward to deal
with the problems of the palJiarchal inSli­
lutions and world view which women, as
weD as men, are indocbiruued with.

'The women's groups of the 60's pro­
vided the basis for understanding a lot of
whaJ. is laken for granted today about
women's oppression. It seems as though
the consciousness-raising groups of the
early 70's have largely been replaced by
the action groups of the SO's. Without
quing against the necessily of action
groups,l would like 10 suggest thai. it's a
mistake 10 ignore the power and support
possible in a consctousness-raising or
ccnsciousness·,haring group. These
leadertess, anti-hierarchical circles, the
heart and soul of the early women's
movanen~ and inhe=dy anan:ha.
feminist as they are, are the prolOtypeS of
die cells whicl1 mighl make up the Lissues

of a new body politic.
When the woman who initiated the

group which I am now a part of, fU'St con­
tacted me, my immcdiace reaction was
one of panic. (My fU'S1 women's group
was a near exemplary case of how nOI to
conduci a support group, how nollo build
truSI and how to be cured of the desire to
engage in group activities ever again.) I
was also wondering how I could cram
another meeting into an already over-busy
schedule.

The subsequenl meetings of the group
changed my anilUde considerably. I came
10 appra::iale the bc:nefiu thai such a
group couIcI oller, friendship is obYioos1y
an imporuIlt one. Even if we have mII'Iy
friends. because of the frenclic: lives many
of us lead. we get OUI of 10UCh easily.
Especially in large cities where one rarely
runs into ones friends .xiderllally. gdling
together requires. scheGding. travelling
and more energy than most of us have
after working or looking for work and any
penonaJIpol.iticai activities we're
involved in. Having a set meeting C'nCC a
month eliminates a lot of the guesswork
and ensures thai you Slay in coalilUWlI.J
contact II cuts against the superficial,
one-dimensionaJ nature of most relation­
ships to know and be known over a period
of time.

It's very "centeringR to be in this kind
of group. For Ihose people who have
issues about themselves or their lives
which they want help in resolving, a
support group can often be a solution.
While thtnpy relationships can be
(although they aren'l always) disempow­
ering situations which leave us dependent
on "expens", a self-help group offers an
egalitarian base which allows people to
give and receive help from a position of
equal power. For people who have
difficulty asking for and receiving support
(and are often in the position of giving it,
creating an enormous emotiooal deflcil)
the built·in expectation of rc:c:iprocily is a
wetcomereJief.

From whaJ. I have observed there are a
few things 10 keep in mind 10 help ensure
a satisfying and endwing group. The rU'St
is that the group should share some
common ground in terms of values. In the
case of OW'" group, one woman called
together a group of women that she felt
would work well together. Her inwition
happened 10 be righl In Olher cases, I've
heard of groups forming .uund various
issues of shared concern or experience
such as issues of class. racism,sexual
preference to name a few.

A SAMPLE AGENDA

The following is an agenda which could
be drawn from to start a support group
off.
1) The wekome. 1be person 01" people
who have called the group together
welcome the people who have corne and
explain their intention. The importance of
building trust is stressed.
2) Explaaatioa of .... ag<ada. A
Oipchart with an agenda can be posted or
an agenda can be read out. The times for
the various stages should be included.
Any time negotiating should be done at
this time. Someone from the group can
volunteer to be the time keeper.
3) Personal introductions. Everyone in
the group pairs off with someone they
don't know and for five minutes each
person lells the other anything they'd like
about themselves. Afler two and a half
minutes, lime should be called so that
both people get equal time.
4) Introductions 10 Ihe group. The group
comes back together and each person, in
tum, introduces the person they were
paired with.
S) Why I came. A brief go around allows
people to say why they came and how
they feel about being there.
6) Break. A break early on for tea and a
snack allows people to connect infor­
mally.
7) E'&lablislliDI IfOtIDd ........ Al this
point. ii's imponanl to discuss confi­
dcnlialily so that pcopIe foci safe in being
open. It', oIso good 10 "* pcopIe 10 uy
IlOI 10 judge or in_ and perhaps
suggest that people uy 10 begin theU
sentences with "I" to avoid generalizing
and speak from personal experience.
0Ihe0- ground rules which participants feel
to be importanl should be brought up.
8) Go around. This go around should an·
swer the question "How am I feeling
about myself these days?-
9) Plan_ma:. Ten minutes should be put
aside to discuss the structure of the group
and the rotation of facilitators who plan
the meetings. People are asked to make a
commitmenllO the group, if they decide
to stick. with it If they wanl 10 leave the
group they should corne 10 a meeting and
explain why rather than jusl stop showing
up. The group shnuId decide on __

or not they are open to new members.
10) Evaluation. Ten minules should be
set aside to evaluate the meeting.
11). Next meeting preparation. Finally,
me next meeting should be arranged, in­
cluding time, place, facilitators, snacks
e1C.

Suggestions for topics for the next
meeting could include one person telling a
half an how story of part of their life.
Other topics which each person could
speak 10 might include relating early
childhood memories, talking aboul an
early best friend, one's relationship to a
parenl or any number of such subjects.

ArlQ' the first meeting ii'S important
that the responsibility not rest with the
person who initiated the group 10 set up
the nexl one. AnoIher person or two
should take responsibility for planning the
$b'UClUre of the next session. A group can
easily flounder if one person gets saddled
with the responsibility fOl" making sure
lhmgs happen.

Although our meetings began as reas0n­

ably structured, the pattern which has

emerged for us is one of dealing with
whatever immediace concern each woman
mighl have. Each woman will talk unin­
cerrupted ror about twenty minutes, more
or less. After she is finished, she can ask:
for advice or answer- questions from other
members or the group.

Not only do you get support and vali­
dation from the group in dealing with
your own problems and experiences but
your own experience is excended and en·
riched by that or others. Rather than being
in a situation of having n') background in
dealing with a life crisis until it is upon us,
such an intimate sharing over time means
that you understand by seeing someone
else journey through an experience,
what's involved. You also have the
security of knowing that you won't be
facing difftcuh times alone.

In our group, in the year and a half
we've been together, we have explored
desires ror and rrusU'alions with moth­
erhood, the difnculties and pain of caring
for an aging parent, the pleasures and
pains of love, jealousy, creativity, healing,
spirituality, to name a few. When I look
ahead, it makes me feel more confidenllO
know that there wiD be this healing and
strengthening circle to tum to, come what
may; it is, for me, a "stilt point in a
turning world." 0

Thaw to mywolJ'Ien's groupfor W in-
spirotion 10 write this article.

GET BIG-REGIONALIZED

The proceedings fiom !be 2nd NonIl
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of ANY kind can be
mad .. to:
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DeSjardins,

Montreal, ~ebeci
H5B lCl',
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Anarchy for Beginners, Part 3

A Herstory of

Because of our historical ignorance and
pro-Western bias, most accounts of femi­
nism begin with the late eighteenth cen­
IWy and Mary WoIlstooeeraft, and we
must now pick up where they do. Like all
revolutions, the French Revolution gener·
ated a kx of "sidecurrents", one of them
being the demand for women's equality.
Many women distinguished themselves on
the barricades leading to the overthrow of
the monarchy, but as Mary Wollstonecraft
wrote, "Easier was it lO auack the sacred
majesty of kings than to question lhe in­
equality of the sexes." Many women de­
manded equal rights in me new Republic,
but their erfom wete rebuffed. One ac-

tivist, OtarIOite Corday, for reasons hav­
ing nothing to do with feminism, under­
lOOk: to assassinaae Marat, a main leader of
the dictalOriai faction, ror his role in mur­
dering thousands of his fellow French­
men.

Mary WoIlstoneeraft's was one of the
rltSt professional treatises on the subject
of women's rights (as already DOled, there
were lots of grassrootS feminists who ag­
itated in other ways). By today's stan­
dards it is fairly conservative: il is rU'St
and foremost an appeal to men's "reason",
and it is largely concerned with the prob­
lems of women of privelege. The Viadi­
catioa or the Rilhts 01 WOllIn opens
with a leuer to the French minister, TaJ·

by Roo Hayley (with tluiau to SIISIID
for belp with sourca)

This artick. the third in a ~ries. grew Olll

of .:m article 011 the history of anarchism
(su KlO 1/12) that was cn",icized (jllSlly
so) for focussing primarily on whik mt!fI.

Part /I (in KIO #16) dealt with anarchism
and the Third World. This is Part III.

/n order 10 be able to pili the historical
material in something of a COlllar, it
might be useful to consider some of 1M
contradictory pulls thaI have exerted
themselves in rhe feminist movement -- a
tendency to agitate for muonomolLf action
by women \.IS. an atlirude of "waiting for
lhe revolution" to solve things. a tendency
to conceive of women's liberation as a
spiritual/cultural struggle \IS. one w/u'ch
aims to change the material and social
circumstances surrounding women's Jives.

The recent feminist movement is largely
the SlOry of these contradictory pulls. At
one end of the spectrum are the sepa­
ratists advocating an entirely independent
",omt'n's movement (able to unite women
of all races and classes); aJ the other are
those holding the traditional socialist
(and often a1IlJrchist) expectaJion that, by
subordinating their slrl4ggle to lhal of
workers, women will gel what they de­
serve "after the triumph". Moreover, there
are "ctdlllTaJ" feminists (empltasUing the
lUJiqueness of womtn and the tteussiry of
spreading a jemiltin sensibility and
spirituality) and the political feminists (be
they "radical" or "socialw") who
advocate improving wome,,' s sillUJlion
..,is-a-..,is economic and reprodJu:tive
rights. ANUCIWI women (including those
consciou.sly feminist) have embraced all
of these positions (and all the shadings in
between) and, to tIW day, do IIOt hiJve a
united stance on any a/them.

Anarchy and Malricenlric Societies

Since, in the words of Alexandra Devon
(KIO #17), "Many tribal peoples were
anarchists long before the tenn meant
anything to...Europeans," it makes sense
10 start with the women-centered cultures
of ages past -- societies which practiced
an anarcha-feminist vision in reality, if
not in theory. Erich Fromm, in his book
The Anatomy of Human
Destrudiveness, describes the Ncolimic
village of Catat lluyuJc, which was
unearthed in this century in what is now
modem Turkey. The oldest discoveries
date back to 6500 B.C. "Neolithic" is the
tenn used 10 describe the "slage" in
human (technological) development
beyond hunting and gathering, involving
the domestication of plants and animals (1
am not equating "beyond" here with
beuer). It is worth noting that women are
generally credited with the development
of agriculture. Fromm describes some of
significant chanlcteristics of this society.
"There were apparently many priestesses,
but there is no evidence of a hierarchical
ttganization.... [11here is no evidence of
any sack or massacre during the eight
hundred yeatS so far explored...
Furthennore.. .among the many hundreds
of skektons unearthed, not a single one
bas been found that showed signs of vio-

Ienldealh."
Another of the characteristic features,

according to Fromm, "is the central role
of tlaL mol~r in their social structure and
their religion.... The mother, as goddess
(often identified with mother eanh), be­
came the supreme gcxldess of the religious
world, while the earthly mother became
the centre of family and social life."
Monica Sjoo, in her Tile Great Cosmic
Mother or All, has explored-the multi­
plicity of forms taken by the great god·
dess and has attempted to reconstruct
some of the cosmology destroyed by the
religions of patriarchy. This displacement
is indirectly described in some of the
ucat myths of ancient civilizations, such
as me one of Babylonian origin in which
the "Great Mother" of the Universe,
Tiamat, is overthrown by a coterie of gods
led by her son, Marduk, and her body
destroyed to make heaven and earth.
Lewis Mumford has said of the new
palriarchal, urban cultures that "To exert
power in every fonn was the essence of
civilization; me city found a score of ways

of expressing struggle, aggression,
conqucst -- and servitude."

Erich Fromm has a similar appraisal:
"One of the most signiftcant features of
the new urban society was that il was
based on the principle of patriarchal rule,
in which the principle of COIIIroI is inher­
ent: conlrOl of nature, COIIIrOI of slaves,
and control of women and children."

The Iroqoois were. prior to and for a
short time after the European conquest.. an
approximale North American equivalent
of this pre-patriarchal Neolithic culture.
According 10 an eighteenth century Jeswi
missionary, "AU real authority is vested in
[women). The land, the fields and their
harvest all belong 10 lhem. They are the
souls of the Councils, the arbiters of peace
and of war. They have charge of the pub­
lic treasury..... Half of all religious practi­
lioners were women, and clan mothers

:~~a::~H:,7t:~~)IO~~~ ~
upon the indusuy, and therefore upon the ~

natural kindness of the Indian women." ~
Says one anthropologist of women's im- i
pact on the ambience of the culture, <
"Women's activities were celebra:ed in ~

me ceremonial cycle, and female virtue£
of food-providing, cooperativeness, and ~
natural fertility were respected and ....~
revered." Jake Swamp, Chief of the Wolf
Clan (see KIO "14), describes the role of ~

i<oquois women in choosing and, on """"- ]
sion, deposing the traditional chiefs, ~

something which continues to this day.
Another example of female power in

pre-capilaliSl societies is the (African) lbe
practice of "sitting on a man" (see KIO
"1). In New Caledonia, in the Pacific,
Kanak women have organized their own
separaae groups to deal with the problem
of patriarchal altitudes among Kanak men,
while fighting side by side with the men
to seize control of their country from the
French seulers (see KlO "15).
Throughout human history, women in all
cultures have strUggled against
domination, bul, in the words of Sheila
Rowbotham, this is largely "hidden from
history". Unearthing this movemem is a
daunting task confronting feminists and
ochers sympathetic 10 a feminiSi
perspective.

WOIDea in Europe Ieyrand. proteSting the dccWon of the
posHevolutionary Convention in Paris to
deny political rights 10 women. In fact,
she adduces an anarchiSi argument, sayina
thai. "tyranny, in whatever pan of socielY
it rears its brazen front. will ever under.
mine morality.... In other words, freedom
is indivisible. She goes on 10 say, ..let
there be...RO coercion establislaLd in soci­
ety, and the common laws of gravity pre­
vailing, the sexes will inlO their proper
places."

WollslOnecraft was married to an anar­
chist, though the lerm hadn't yet acquired
popular currency. William Godwin was
one of the foremost polilical philosophers
of his generation, and both he and Mary
WollSlORccraft had a profound innuence

on later generations of English radicals
(for more on Godwin, see "Arwt:hy for
Beginners -- Pan 1" in KIO "12).

After WoIlstoneeraft's death (in child­
birth), other reformers began 10 raise the
issue of women's freedom and their
equaliry with men. The issue of women's
liberation was given far more emphasis by
the early English socialists, led by CbarIes
Owen, than by the Marxists of one and
two generations later. What Sheila Row­
botham said of the anarchisu applies 10
the Owenites: "there was a very strong
tendency 10 live out the ideals of the
future society within the existing wald."
One of the-. ..... the Owalisu
came up with W&'!ii 10 replace the pub - a
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preserve of male bonding and exclusivity
•• with a son of political club. where
people of both sexes could go to socialize
and discuss politics. and where everyone
fell on equal lenns (for more on lhis
period. see Ew and tM New Jerusalem:
Socialism and Feminism in the
Nineteenth Century by Barbara Taylor.
Pantheon, New York, 1983).

Flora Tristan and Louise Michel

Across the English Channel, Wol­
slOnecrafL's ideas had influenced Flora
Tristan, bener known as the grandmother
of French painter, Paul Gauguin. Tristan
was born of a French mother and a noble­
born Peruvian father. However, owing to

various circumsaances. Hen. grew up poor
and remained so for the rest of her life.
Tristan's radicalism was partly a product
of her father regaling her with taJes of his
old friend. Simon Bolivar, the "liberator"
of South and CenlJal America. At 18.
Flora married a lithographer in whose
shop she worked. but five years later. tired
of the boredom and hypocrisy of her
middle class existence, she "deserted" him
and slJ"Uck out on her own. Outraged by
her uppityness, her husband spent the next
several years hounding her, abducting her
children and trying to gel her fLred from
her various jobs. One day he tracked her
down and shot her in a Paris street in
broad daylighL Fonunately, Flora

survived and her husband was sentenced
to twenty years hard labour.

Flora lived an incredibly independent
lirestyle fc:r a woman of her time, even
travelling to and around Peru without a
man. In theory, she was an advocate of
"free love", Le. that women should enjoy
the same freedoms as men, but in reality
she was completely devoted to the cause
of social change, to the point of being a
martyr. In 1844, she died of overwork.

Flora was extremely knowledgable, and
was the author of works of fiction and
nem-fiction. In 1839, she travelled to
EnaJand and investigated the social COll­

ditions of the working class, authoring
Promenades des Londres, an unac­
knowledged precursor of Frederick En-

I
!
I

gels' more famous Condition of the
Workiag Classes in Englalld. Her expe­
rience of patriarchal oppression lead her
to say that Mary Wolistonecraft's treatise
"was an imperishable work...because the
happiness of mankind (sic) will depend
upon the triumph of cause defended in
this book." Though known for her advo­
cacy of women's rights, she is beuer
known for her role as a forerunner of syn­
dicalism. Tristan was not an anarchist, but
she did believe that improvement in the
lives of workers was not going to come
about through fantastic schemes for social
reconstruction or from appealing to the
inherent "reasonableness" of the oppress­
ing classes. Though non-violent by nature,

she believed that workers had to organize
for themselves, and agitate for social
justice regardless of the consequences. It
was she and not Marx who uttered the
famous phrase that "lhe emancipation of
the workers must be brought about by the
workers themselves," and she sought to
implement this by devising the scheme for
a "worker's union", an organization
supponcd by voluntary donations which
would defend on a nationwide scale the
interests of workers against capital.
Considered too radical by most publish­
ers, she was unable to get her proposal
into print, and had to traverse the streets:
of Paris on foot, visiting anyone who
would listen. After collecting donations
from the novelist George Sand, amongst
others. she finally published it herself. On
the road promoting the book and aiding
workers wherever they were engaged in
struggles against the bosses, Flora finally
died of a cerebral hemorrhage. She was
only 41 years old.

Louise Michel, like Flora Tristan, was
both a feminist and a partisan of working
class struggle. In fact, she took the class
struggle orientation in Flora Tristan's
work, and made it even more explicit.
Born out of a dalliance between a peasant
girl and the son of an estate owner. Louise
wa5 raised by her pat.emal grandparents:
who allowed her a carefree. non·sexist
childhood and. despite their class position,
instilled in her all sorts of radical Republi­
can ideas.

Louise was highly educated and com·
pletely fearless in her beliefs. Like Tris­
tan, she wrote novels and poetry and cor­
responded with major figures, like the
novelist Victor Hugo. When the Paris
Commune uprising erupted in the wake of
Lhe Franco-Prussia War, Louise was on
Lhe barricades, and fought with a regiment
of the people's National Guard. The Paris
Commune was a curious phenomena: half
patriotic uprising against the capitulation
of the bourgeoisie in surrendering Paris to
Lhe Pnissians, half social revolution. "The
proletarians of Paris, n the proclamation of
Lhe Commune announced, "in the midst of
Lhe defeats: and betrayals of the ruling
class, have come to understand that they
must save the situation by taking the con­
duct of public affairs into their own
hands....They have realized that it is their
highest duty and their absolute right to
make themselves the masters of their own
faLes and to seize the power of the Gov­
emment." On the 16th of April, 1871, the
Commune ordered lhat all factories and
workshops not working be registered, and
ordered plans for their being run by the
work.ers who would fonn co-operatives.
Funhermore, these co-operatives were to
be amalgamated into one great co-opera­
tive organization for the entire city.

The Paris Commune was crushed by the
federal government with the connivance
of Prussian troops. Michel was among the
last group of fighters to be captUred and
disarmed. She could have escaped, but
had chosen 10 fight until the end. When
the fighting ceased, a bloodbath began in
which the government massacred 25,000
men........women and children. Fonunately,
Louise slipped away but, when she
learned that the government had taken her
mother hostage, she turned herself in. At
her trial, she declared, "It seems thalthe

only rights: granted to a hean which beats:
for freedom is in the shape of a bullet. If
that is so, 1 want my rights... Jf you let me
live, 1 shall never cease 10 shout
vengeance on you who have killed my
brothers... Jf you are not cowards. you
will kill me." As it happened she was
banished to a penal colony in New Cale.­
donia in the Pacific Ocean. On route 10

the JXlI1 city of Marseilles, a workman
standing by a small town station saw the
prison train pass and shouted, "Vive Ie
Commune!". This boosted Louise's spirits
and gave her the courage she needed.
During her stay in New Caledonia. she
became an anarchist. After eighL years,
she was pardoned and allowed to return to
France. Several years later -- in 1883 ..
she was anested for leading a procession
of unemployed workers who broke into
shops and distributed bread. She was
scnLenced to six years. When her mother
(to whom she was completely devoted)
died two years later, she was offered a
pardon, but refused and had to be carried
out of prison.

Shonty after her release, at the age of
59, she was giving a speech in a large
hall, when a dnmken man, incited by a
priest, shot her in the ear. She refused to
prosecute the man and, in fact, hired him a
lawyer. 1be next year she was again
arrested. and this time her jailers slipped
wine into her beverage and succeeded in
geuing her dnmk before her court
appearance, with Ihe aim of having her
discredited and sent off to an asylum fer
the "mentally insane". 1be plan was
exposed. and Louise moved to England
where she continued to lecture. Towards
the end of her life, she developed an
interest in Russia, and said prophetically
of that country; "Watch developments: in
Russia....You will see in the country of
Gork.y and Kropotkin tremendous events
will occur. I see a revolution rising and
growing which will remove the Tsar...and
what will be most surprising will be the
fact that in Moscow, in Petersburg, in

Kronstadt, in Sevastopol, the soldiers will
side with the people. n In this, she was
absolutely correct

Louise remained a proud, independent
woman until the end. Commenting on
Moliere's remark that woman was the
"soup" of man, Louise said, "I have re­
fused to be any man's 'soup'." Louise
died during a speaking tour of France in
1905.

Charlotte Wilson and Lucy Parsons

Another anarcha-feminist of note is
Charlotte Wilson, co·founder along with
Peter Kropotkin of the Freedom maga­
zine in London, and of Freedom Press.
Both are now into their IOIst year of 0p­

eration. She was also a member of the
Fabian Society, whose other notables in­
cluded Bernard Shaw and Beatrice Webb.
In a pamphlet published by the Fabians,
she wrote:

Life in common has developed social
instinct in two conflicting directioflS.
and the history of oW' experience ill
thought and action is the record of
this strife within each indivitbJal. and
its reflection within each society. One
tendency is towards domina/ion...
The other...is towards equal brother·
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hood (sic), or to the s~lf-ojJirmatibn

QIIdfu1fill~ntofthe grtaUT and tr~

Juunan self, which inclwks allltOlurt.
and thus dissolves the illusion. of
~rt! alomU individualism.
Before the First World War. feminism.

wilh the suffragists movement, was a hoi.
topic on the anarchist left. Most look me
traditional socialist position lhat me
women's movemem had to subordinate it­
self to the workers' movemenL However,
in a pamphlet for Freedom Press, Lily
Gair made the following interesting
observation:

...in free communal lift: it will be
fowtd, fIOt t1WI women OTt: to be
emancipaud by becoming lawyers

and doctors and WMI not, bur that
men OTe to ~ emancipated by with­
drawing from such abnormal occu­
pations and returning home to home
and gartkn and field as the tr~

splro< <fhuman Ii/<.
An imponant contemporary of Charlotte
Wilson was Lucy Parsons. Of Black,
Mexican and Indian parenlage. Lucy was
born in Texas in 1853 and was destined lO
become a major Ieadec of the largely
while labour movement in Chicago in the
1870's and SO's. Her husband. Alben Par­
sons, was one of the five, mostly anar·
chist. labour leaders who were martyred
by the state of tuinois for their alleged
role in tlwowing a bomb at police at a
dcmonsIralion for the eight hour day (in.
reality,lbey were innocent of the charge).
Arres1ed in 1886 and hangcd in 1887.
IheU deadt "",cd as dte polilical caaalyst
for Ibe two people we're going to IA1k
ab<xI. next: Emma Goldman and
VoIlairine DcC1eyre. Lucy PInons coo­
Iinucd 10 speak 001 aboo. dte _I)' of
dte "Haymart<Cl massacn:" and worked
tirelessly for the liberation of working
people, becoming a founding member of
dle In_ WO<ken or dte World
(IWW). She was a.rrestod iMumerable
times, and yet kepl up her fight until her
death in a house fire in 1942. At the age
of 89, she was considered such a threat
dtat dte FBI and dte Red Squad seized

what remained from the fue of htt per­
sonal papers. Originally, an advocate of
"propaganda by the deed- (i.e. aclS of in­
dividual terror). she gradually abandoned
this belief and anarchism altogether, be.­
coming a member of the Communist
Party. An apt metaphor for her wide ca­
reer is an incident which took place in
1887. The police in Orange, New Jcrscy
had banned her from speaking. She kicked
in Lhe door of the lecture hall and spoke
anyway. Such was her spirit, her de­
lennination.

Emma Goldman and Voltairine De­
Cleyre

Much has been written about Emma
Goldman. She espoused anarcho-syndi­
calism and anarcho-communism (see
KlO #12 for more on these), but, unlike
her contemporaries, she placed more em­
phasis on the importance of individual
transformation, in a way which anticipateS
a more contemporary approach. Emma
didn't have a 101 of faith in "masses-. She
believed the masses lo be fairly inert and
herd-like, and saw the impetus for change
coming from detennined minorities. She
also believed that each individual had to
undergo a moral revolution if society was
LO move forward. But, despite her
palhbrcaking work as an advocaLe of
women's liberation, this occasionally led
her LO "blame the victim". For instance,
time and again. she dismissed
improvements in the lot of women as be­
ing relatively trivial, while seeming to
suggest that women could overcome their
oppression by an act of personal
willpower, or even that women were
somehow to blame for their oppression.
Of course. this was not the overriding as­
pect of her work (for a more
comprehensive ueaament of Emma's
contribution IlO feminism. sco &he last
chapter or Sigailicaal SiRen: The
Grassroots of Adin Femiaism. 1839­
1939 by Margaret _. Knopf. N.Y.,

1985).
One of her last major conlributions was

LO travel to Spain during the Spanish Civil
War and to lend support to Ihe social
revolution/civil war waged by the
anarchists and others against Franco and
Lhc forces of reaclion. She made special
efforts to help Mujeres Libres (or Free
Women), an autonomous women's group
that sought liberation for women in the
context of the wider struggle.

Voltairine DeCleyre, Emma's contern·
porary, spent her adolescence in a convent
in Samia, Ontario and developed a keen
hatred of religious authority. Like Emma,
she became an anarchist through the
Haymarket experience. Like Aora Tristan
and Louise Michel, she had the unhappy
experience of being shol by a man.
Severely wounded by a former pupil (she
tutored various subjects to'make a living),
she refused lo prosecule and Emma
Goldman raised money lo aid in her re­
covery (she once stood in for Emma and
made a speech at a strike after Goldman
had been arresced). This was a few years
after a certain Senator Hawley, dwing the

anli-anarchist hyslCria of the early 1900's,
offered a SIOOO 10 have a shot at an anar­
chist Voitairine bad sent Hawley her ad­
dress IftI offered 10 serve &1; a targel if he
would firsI. let her explain to him her an­
archiSl princ;Ples.

Like Emma, Voltairine lOOk inspiration
from various hofne..grown anli-aulhori­
tarian lraditions, and once wroIe: " ..the
great manufacturing plants will break up,
dte population will go .coer dte fragments,
and there will be seen not indeed the hard
self·susraining, isolated pioneer oommu­
nilies of w--Iy America but thousands of
smaU communities stretching along the
lines of transportation, each producing

very largely for its own needs, able to rely
upon itself, and therefore able lo be inde­
pendent" -- an anticipation of lOday's in­
terest in a decentralized society. On the
subject of women, "Let woman ask her­
self, 'Why am I the slave of man'?' There
are two reasons why. and these ultimately
reducible to a single principle :- the au­
thoritarian, supreme-power, God-idea, and
its two instruments. the Church -- that is,
the priests -- and the State -- that is. the
legislators."

Towards the end of her life. she devel­
oped a keen interest in the Mexican Rev­
olution, and in the fate of Indian peoples.
in particular. She was studying Spanish
and preparing to join the revolutionary
Yaqui Indians when she djed in 1912 at
the age of 46.

Two "Fellow·TraveJlers"

A contemporary of Vohairine DeCleyre
was Rosa Luxemburg. Rosa was no anar­
chist In fact. she married one 10 gain
German citizenship and promptly di­
vorced him, in the words of one of her bi­
ographers. as "she did nOl want to ~ as­
sociated even indirectly with the anarchist
movement." However. she did attempt to
"rehabilitate" for Marxism Lhe idea of the
gen.eral strike. which derived from
Bakunin and others. She also entered into
some connicts with Lenin which revealed
a certain anti-authoriwian bent. As she
wrote in 1904, "The self-discipline of so­
cial democracy (Marxism) is nOt merely
the replacement of the authority of the

bourgeois rulers wilh the authority of the
central committee." 10 1918, she wroIe (of
dte RussWl R<voIutioo), "Fr=Jom ooly
for the supporterS of the government, only
for members of one party -- however nu­
merous they may be -- is 00 freedom at
aU. Freedom is always exclusively ~
dom for the one who thinks differently.·
Another dissident Communis(, Alexandnl
KoUantai, wroIe a couple of years Ialer
that "The harm of bureaucracy does DOl

only lie in red tape....The harm lies in the
solution of aU problems, 00l by means of
open exchange of opinions or by the im-
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mediate efforts of all concerned, but by
means of fannal decisons handed down
from the central institutions....some third
party decidu your fale: this is t~ whole
essence of blUeauaacy.~ Luxemburg, of
course, was murdered in 1919 with the
connivance of her fellow ·socialists- who
had inherited the government from the
monarchy after the defeat of Germany in
the First World War.

Anarcha-Feminism From the Thirties
On

Even more impressive than either the
Gennan or the Russian Revolution was
the Spanish Civil War, in which a quasi­
anarchist society was established for a
short time in several parts of Spain.
Caught between a rock and a hard place,
several -leading anarchist" militants
joined a Republican govcmment coo­
LroJled by righl-wingers and Communists
which, along with the anarchists, was d0,­
ing battle against Franco supported as he
was by the fascists in Italy and Nazi Ger­
many. One of these. Frederica Montseny,
became the Minister of Health.

At a more grass-roolS level. a group
called Mujeres Libres was fonned which
dealt with women's unique concerns
(usually ignored by the political honchos).
while still working in tandem with the an­
archist movement. At ilS peak. Mujeres
Libres involved 20,000 women. Many
women fought in front-line combat. and
this included some women from foreign
counLries. French philosopher Simone
Weill fought brieny with the Durruti (an

anarchist) Column. but scalded herself
while cooking and had k> rewm 10 France.

One of the main critics of the anlWthist
leaders' capitulation to the RepublicMs
was Cammo Demeri, an oulSlaDding
lhooebC" ani activisl from Italy. Bemeri
_ mwdeted by mcmbcn or dte

-mlanabonaJ Brigades-. HIS wife, Gio­
YItJIII8 Bemeri, later founded the arwchiSl
journal, VoIoDta, which, to Ibis day, is a
stimulating source of new malerials on
anarchism and anarchist theory (in past is­
sues, Kkk It Over has published edited
translations of pieces from their maga­
zine). Their daughter. Marie Louise
Berneri, moved to London and helped edit
Freedom magazine and Freedom Press
during the war years. She wrote an excel­
lent history of utopianism called Journey
Througb Utopia, and another book called
Workn-s in Slalio's Russia. She is well­
known for her famous remark, -When a
government puIS people in jail for their
political opinions, we do not ask the 118­

tionalily of that government. We are al­
ways on Ihe side of the victims of state
tyranny." Mary Louise faced a promising
future, but. unfortunately died in 1949 at
the age of only 31.

Thai same year. Simone de Beauvoir
published The Serood Sex, a major work
that provided much of the theoretical un­
derpinning for the "second wave" of femi­
nism in the late 60's and early 70's. De
Beauvoir inclined towards Marxism, but
her incipieDl critique of "hislorical maICri­
a1ism" (dte dteory thai economics deter·
mines cullure) would prove useful to 1aIer
generations of anarcha-feminists. Mean­
while, in the U.S., Mildred Loomis, ~
founder of The School 01 Uvial. was
continuing her crusade for decenualism
(see KlO 117), and wroceaboul her expe­
riences in a book called Dtct'atn....
published in 1980.

As mentioned in "Anarchy for Begin­
ners (Part 1)" -- KID 112 -- dte nlllicaI
feminism of the late 60's and early 70's
had strong anarchist overtones. In her
landmark. book, Sexual Politics, Kate
MilieU wrote, "an ideal politics mighl
simply be conceived of as the arrange­
ment of human life on agreeable and ra-
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tional principles from whence lhe entire
notion of power over others should be
banished...~ Around the same time. Shu­
lamiLh' Firestone, declared me goal of
feminist revolution to be "communistic
anarchy". though hc~ overall politics were
fairly authoritarian. Begin At Start by Su
Negrin. published in 1972, was a pio­
neering book which auempted a holistic
analysis of power and oppression. and
soughllO fuse the personal and the politi­
cal. Negrin was very much innuenced by
anarchism, by the writings of Murray
Bookchin. in panicular. The mid-seven­
ties also saw the publication of two femi­
nist utopias -- Ursula LcGuin's The Dis­
possessed, and Marge Piercy's Woman
On the Edge of Time. Both have publi­
cally ackRowlcdgcd the role that anar­
chism had in helping them formulate these
works.

Around 1975, radical feminism began
making the "self-conscious theoretical
step" to anarcha-feminism. Wilh the pub­
lication of essays by Peggy Komeggcr
and Carol Ehrlich and others, anarcha­
fcminism as a distinct tcndency was born,
and these works becamc its founding
texts.

Anarcha-Feminism and the Synthetic
Tendency

Like many movements (including anar­
chism), feminism is prevented from
achieving its full potential because of un­
resolved contradictions in theory and
practice. Anarcha-feminism is one auempt
to answer some of these contradictions,
however incompletely (see "What is An­
archa-Feminism?" in KJO 1111). Ar.archa­
feminism offers the perspective mat all
forms of oppression are equally impor­
tant; therefore no one movement need ex­
elt its hegemony over the ochers_ It also
argues l1laI 1he fOOlS of oppression ....
neirher excJusiveJy material or cultural,
thai both kinds of change (socio-economic
and spiritual-eultural) are essenLial to
overcoming women's oppression and cre­
ating a new egalitarian society,

This tendency to "anarchize" feminism
is evident even where the label is not used
-- for instance, in lbe proliferation of writ­
ers who have sought to make connections
between lbe domination of nature and lbe
domination of women (e.g. Susan Griffin,
Rosemary Reuther, Elizabeth Dodson
Gray, and Carolyn Merchant). Many ceo­
feminisls are sympathetic to an anarchist
perspective (see "From the Age of Power
to the Age of Caring" in KJO#Ii). In lbe
lI'l8g8Zine, Harbinger and elsewhere, ceo­
feminists like Ynestra King and albers
have managed to heal the split between
"cultural feminism" and "political femi­
nism" -- treating women'c;; nurturing traits
as derived from socialization, but not
taking the standpoint that Lhey ought
therefore to be discarded; rather seeing
them as worth preserving and extending to
men.

Olber women (like Barbara Deming,
Pam McAllister, and the women at
Greenham Common, many of whom
identify as anartha-feminists) have fo­
cussed on the interconnectedness of femi­
nism and pacifism. Among the more
~worthy effons is a pamphlet pub­
hshed in 1983 entilled, Piecing II To­
getber: Feminism and Non-Violence,
which presents an essentially anarchist
analysis of the interconnectedness of war,
patriarchy, statism, racism, and imperial­
ism. And, finally, there are feminisl psy­
ehanoalysts like Dorothy Dinnerstein and
Nancy Choderow who are auempting to
show how exclusive sex parenting by the
mother and the sexual division of labour
perpetuate lbe dualistic thinking and
emotional life that Cbaracteri7..e our patri-

archal society. Some, like Marilyn French,
in her book Beyond Power, are going
even further and are attempting to develop
a whole lbeory of power itself. Needless
to say, these are all welcome develop­
ments, and augur well for lbe future of
feminism and anarchism.

Conclusion

This survey of lbe history of anarchism
and feminism has ceflainly not been com­
plete. I did not discuss DoroLhy Day,
Milly Rocker, Theresa C1aramunt, or
Mollie Steimer. However, hopefully oth­
ers will be inspired to write about them.
The following is as complcte a bibliogra­
phyas I could producc. I have not read all
of these by any means; I list them as ref­
erences for further study. 0
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YIITOW, WAnardtism and Feminism: Women

Worir;en and Trade Unions~ by the Direct Action

Movemeztt, and ~Umying the Knot: Feminism.

Anarchislll and Organi:tltion~ by 10 Freeman Ind

Cathy Levine. To COrt1ICt them, write to: BOA, 80s

981, DesJ.nttns. Moatreal, Quebec HSB ICI.
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by Awa Thiam (thanks to Theresa
Hibben for her help and some of me
information used in this foreword)

The following article is reprimed from
the International Social Studies Journal
(Vol. 35. No.4, 1983). Its aU/lwr, Awa
Thiam, was. at the time the article was
published. a researcher ill the Departrne.m
of Cultural Anthropology at the
UniveTsiry of DaJuu in ~~gal. She was
also presj~lIt of the Commission
InlerNJ/jona[e pour fAbolition tks
Mw.ilaliofU SUlUlks (CAMS·
ImunalioNliJ, Villa 81J-Sicap Baobabs.
DaJuu, Senegal. t1IId is the au.lhor of La
Parole aux Mgresse5 (1978). We halle
shorle~d the article for reasons of space.
The section rt'tntJVed pre~lIIed thtaiJed
organizaIionoJ history, fIOt liu/y 10 ~ of
iNerest to 'IlL avuage reader apart from
I~ following: "it has been very difficult
lor blat:k women 10 work with ElUope(UI
women, whether 'My call themselves
feminist or not. Wheneloler fa particular
group) opened its doors to them ....The
European women tended to want to rU1l

the show.....
SeXUiJI mutilation is not so~thing

peculiar to tlu! 'Third World". In addition
to tlu! clitoridectomies which are
perfo~d in Canada by licensed doctors,
a whole raft of sexual mulilations are
carried on in the I'ItJnV of "medical
science". These range from so-called
"preventative ~ctomies" '0 breast
implams and plastic slU'gery ai~d al

making women more altrtU:tiw to men, to
(M large IIIUfIber of Ifysterectomie$
prerfonwd 011 IM'NftItn (tHW qllOTlB of all
women Olfler tlte age of50 ItaVJe Itad IMiT
wombs retrttWed), to episio~

(widt'ning rhe vaginal opening) -­
avoidob/e in birth if doctors know /tow to
perform massage, 10 Caesarean seclions ­
- performed in 20-25% of all births -­
which are indicated, some have argued, in
only 2% of ail cases. We encourage our
readers to COnlaCI tlu! CAMS address 10

see if it is still up-to-dfJle, and, if it is, 10

send them money to aid in their work.

Since the 1970's a spirited and deter­
mined campaign for the abolition of sex­
ual mutilation has been in progress. In Eu­
rope it was touched off by the publication
in 1975 of Ainsi soi/-eile by Benoite
Grault, who must take the credit for stat­
ing the problem - within the context of
women's liberation - of lraditional sexual
mutilation. At !.he same time, an American
by adoption, Fran Hosken, the founder of
Win News,l began the regular worldwide
reporting of mfonnation of the same
theme. Black women, including Africans,
also began to speak out. This campaign
has given rise to stonny debates, meet­
ings, accusations and outbursts of gen­
uinely felt or pretended passion, as well as
racism, in Africa, America and Ewope.
Nowadays, many Africans, Europeans and
Americans who had rejected abolitionist
ideas in regard to the practice of sexual
mutilation on the grounds that they em­
anated from women active in !.he struggle
for women's libelation, or were basically
racist, have modesated their view. This is
no doubt thanks to improved infonnation
on these questions. The campaign to
abolish mutilation is now being carried
out on an international scale.

Mutilalion: Interpretation and Atti·
ludes

Sexual mutilation is of two kinds, exci-

sion and infibulation. Excision is an oper­
ation which involves either partial or
complete removal of the clitoris, while in­
fibulalion consislS of removal of the
smaller labia and of pan of the greater
labia, which arc then closed excepl for a
small orifice.

Differenl views exist concerning sexual
mUlilaLion. Arab or Black African Mus­
lims who support the practice of excision
often back up their argumenlS by saying
that it is a question of religion; however,
nowhere docs the Koran mention this
practice. The only reference these mus­
Iims can adduce as grounds for its main­
tenance is Muhammad's admonition to a
woman performing the operation: '00 not
operate too drastically... it is beuer for the
women.' It is not clear from Ihe quotation
whether or not the Prophet was forbidding
the practice of excision; its ambiguity has
'cd to differences of view between tbose
who favour and those who oppose exci­
sion.

Among Black African Christians, !.he
argument used by the partisans of sexual
mutilation is that excision has been prac­
ticed since lime immemorial, the religious
aspect being left out of the question. This
is the view among certain Diola in Sene­
gal and the Bambara in Mali.

Among animists, such as Ihe Dogon, the

practice of excision forms pan of their
cosmogony.2 According to this, boys and
girls are born spiritually androgynous,
which makes them seem to be androgy­
nous in actual fact. Each has two souls,
one male and one female. So both the
girls and boys must dispense with one of
these souls so as to become either entirely
feminine or entirely masculine. Dogon
cosmogony singles out the clitoris and the
foreskin as the elements associated with
the soul that.must be eliminated. At the
same time, young boys and girls owe a
debt to Lhe eanh. The first couple were
created in fact by God from earth, SO hu­
man beings have contracted a debt to it
ever since. Earth is not only the mauer out
of which human beings are made bUL is
also the inSb"Ument through which resur­
rection occurs. Past., present and future are
symbolized in this cosmogony, by the
eanh.

So to become a complete human being
with no spiritually androgynous clement
and belonging to a sex recognized by
one's society, it is necessary (() discard the
extra soul and pay the debt owed to the

earth. This is done by the shedding of
blood that the earth will 'drink'. In the
case of girls it involves cUlting oul the
clitoris (excision), and in the case of boys
removal of the foreskin (circumcision).
Other interpretations also exist; for in­
stance, the Bambara ethnic group believes

Lhat excision represents an act of purifica­
Lion.

Besides these aspects, excision trans­
forms a girl into a woman, enabling her to
accomplish the transition from a state of
non-responsibility to one of responsibility
So according to the Dogon and the
Kikuyu, the girl who has been excised be­
comes a person capable of receiving initi­
ation mto the so-called 'facts of life'. In
this way excision becomes a rite of pas­
sage from one age-group 10 another.

Infibulation, in whatever region it is
practiced, OOes not invoke any particular
interpretations. Its sole function is to pre­
vent a young girl from having sexual re­
lations before marriage, since she must be
a virgin on her wedding day.3 For the
married woman the aim is identical: to
prevent her from having sexual relations
in the absence of her husband. Panial in­
fibulation carried out after childbirth is
designed to increase the husband's plea­
sure as it reduces the size of the vaginal
orifice.

The girl who has been infibulated can­
not have relations with a man before her
'de-infibulation', which in principle rakes
place only on the day the marriage is con·
summated - and which is LCrribly painful.
Immediately afLer this is done, the woman
must have sexual relations Wilh her hus­
band. After she has survived these sexual
mUlilalions - from which she suffers both
physically and psychologically - a woman
who has been excised and infibulated not
only frequently experiences frigidity as a
result., but also risks death in childbinh.
Among the Afars and the lssas, who prac­
tice both excision and infibulation, there
is an estimated 6 per cent annual deathrate
among the female population as a result of
Lhcse practices.

Today, the majority of ~ population
groups carrying out sexual mutilation do
so without any initialion ceremony giving
it the value of a rite of passage. Whatever
the a posteriori justification may be, exci­
sion and infibulation, as operations expe­
ricnced both physically and psychologi­
cally, are 'torture-mutilations'.

What are thc psychological effects of
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Sexual
lhcse practices? Girls and women who
have been subjected to mutilation may

comc to think of themselves as different
from those who have not experienced it
Their attitude may be either positive or
negative. It is positive if, despiLC the per­
nicious results of these practices, they ac­
cept the arguments that justify them and
support their perpetuation. II is negative if
they arc conscious of being unjustly am­
putated and experience a feeling of rebel­
lion, whether or not accompanied by
lrauma.

Whether one considers Africa or the
Middle East • areas where excisKm and
infibulation are at present carried out ­
nobody who is objectively informed about
their practice and consequences can re­
main indifferent to this question.4 For the
purpose of these practices, whether it is
admiued or not, is to control female sexu­
ality. Some indeed do not hesitate 10 say
that the aim is to reduce women's hyper·
sensuality. In any case the result remains
the same: to make the young girl es­
sentially a future reproductive and pro­
ductivc element. Hence, her life is taken
over and mapped out for her from binh 10

death by a patriarchal society, which en­
sures that she is kept in her place al all
stages of her development.

In face of lhis state of affairs, reactions
are many and varied. They range from in­
difference, support or condemnation, 10

the VtcW thai proper medical facilities
should be provided for such practices. in­
difference reflects the attitude of those
people who are poorly infonned as 10 the
aclUal facts of sexual mutilatioo. in
Africa.1hc Middle East and elsewhere.In AfIial _ is __

Christians. animists and Muslims. whether
fanatical or not But it can also be the al­
titude of Africans or Europeans who 0p­

pose all effons to abolish these practices
on the grounds that traditions and cultures
mUSI be respected.

Condemnation comes from Muslims
who have made an objective study of the
hadiths of Muhammad, individuals who
have not been affected by the alienation
which simply strengthens the patriarchal
system lhat oppresses and mutilates
women. It is also the auilude of those
people who have a deep respect for the

fundamental rights of human bemIS,
whoever they may be.

The argument in favour of proper~
cal facilities for such practices: supponers
of this argument· including African and
European doctors - maintain that this is
the best way to combat the infection and
deaths that can follow mutilation. Do they
nOl realize lhat this line of argument can
become one of the worst obstacles to the
campaign for abolition? In trying to con·
vince the supporters of sexual mutilaLion
to have this carried out under hospital
conditions the argument turns, nOt on the
necessity of abolition, but on the deaths
and infections the practices can cause if
lhey arc carried out under unhygienic
conditions. If they were to be maintained
under supervision approved by the medi­
cal profession, doctors could be a stronR,
innuence in perpetuating them.

The Abolilionist Siruggle

Once taboo subjects, excision and
infibulation have become issues giving
rise today to considerable discussion. No-­
body in Africa - at least amongst the in­
formed adult population - can now be un­
aware of the practice. The reason for this
is that an information campaign has been
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a Senegalese woman condemns sexual mutilation
Terrorism

carried out by men and women who are
nOl content to condemn tJiis abomination
but arc campaigning for its total abolition.
The struggle for !he abolition of sexual
mutilation is being waged by pcop'e who
arc working in a systematic way 10 outlaw
lhese practices; there are for example a
number of certain outstanding indivKtuals
~uch as Benoite Groult and Fran Hasken,
and also a number of women's move­
mcnlS.

In France, women's liberation move­
ments of all tendencies look up posiLions
in the 1970's attacking lhe practices of
excision and infibulation, and appealed
for solidarity with women who had been
subjected to such rnutilmion. They orga·
nized a great many petitions, articles and
mcctings. Black African women from !he
Diaspora took a fmn stand against lhc
continuation of lhcse mutilating practices.

As a result of lhis increasing awareness,
the Commission pour I'Abolition des
MlUilatiollS Sa~lles (CAMS) was
founded in 1979. with the aim of eradi·
eating all ronns of mutilation affecting the
personality of women - cultural, political,
psychological, economic and sexual.
More will be said of this below.

The World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women held, at the
midpoint of the decade, in Copenhagen in
July 1980 provided the occasion for the
first inrcrnational confrontation belween
the supporters and the opponerllS of the
continued practice of excision and in­
fibulalion.

Thls practice was condemned by Euro­
pcIft lID1 American feminisl$. Tbis de­
nunciation earned Ihe d;sappovaJ of offi­
cial and non-official African wcmen dele­
gates. On one side were European women
who, on the strength of their feminist con­
victions and activities, condemned spe­
cific mutilations and expressed their soli­
darity with women who had been muti­
lated and with all women campaigning for
abolition. On the other side were women
from the so-called Third World whose re­
sponse was negative, reflecting a lack of
awareness of the specific oppression from
which women suffer. This oppression is
found everywhere, even among the upper
strata of society, though it sometimes
takes less brutal forms !.here than among
more modest circles. The generous ex­
pression of fellow-feeling of the one side
was barely understood by the other due to
this lack of awareness. How can one oth­
erwise explain the aLtitude of cenain
African women, who said 'Give us food
and water first' or 'Give us money and
leave us alone' in response to Western
women who protested against sexual mu­
tilation? These different standpoints are
described with great clarity by Renee
Saurel in L'eflferree viv~. The arguments
repeated over and over again by certain
women delegatcs during the conference
reflected the attitude of those on the
'receiving end' of aid, an attilude which
can be found at present among governing
circles in ccnain Third World COWltries.
They appeal for 'aid' from the wealthy
cOWluies, pretending LO be unaware m·t
asking for and accepting such aid mean!>
playing the same game as nco-colonialislS

and imperialists of every kind. Because of
this it was fell, in Copenhagen, that a cer­
tain collusion exisU"d between bourgoois
African women and neo-colonialism.

There were also certain African women
in Copenhagen who stated, among other
things, that they were opposed LO the
practice of excision and infibulation but
were not prepared 10 cmsidcr the argu-

ments of the campaigners for the abolition
of sexual mutilation. One must hope that
lhe attiLude of these women will evolve in
the right direction. But for the moment
their activities show, in practice, that they
are not really concerned with the issue of
the abolition of sexual mutilation. On the
contrary their altitude is a SlUfTlbling·
block to solidarity between European
feminists and the women of the Third
World in the fight for the abolition of mu­
Lilation. Scme among them have rold
Western women that 'this problem is none
of your business'. Why does this altitude,
which is consciously or unconsciously
racist, exist? Should Black African
women adopt racist altitudes in response
to the racist thinking of certain Western­
ers?

On the other hand, other Afrie••;:.
women have rightly endorsed the con­
demnation made by women of the African
Diaspora of the way in which some Euro­
peans refer LO excision and infibulation,
when they Leml these practices barbarous
and primitive, like those who carry them
out

The Copenhagen Conference revealed
Lhe communication difficulLies between
Western feminists and women from the
poorer counuies. The feminism of the
former was unacceptable LO the other
women - who were still influenced by pa­
Lriarchal ideology - because they consid­
ered il to be an ideology of bourgeois ori­
gin. The negative reaction of women from
the developing countries was frequc'Uly
reganled by many Eu'/Opean women as in­
compcobensible, primary and. - V..
communicatioo between the two IJ'OUPS is
all the more necessary in view of the fact
Lhat sexual mutilation is also practiced in
European countries where there arc large
numbers of immigrants.

In its campaign CAMS-International
has so far conccntraled on colk:cting and
disseminating as much information as
possible concerning sexual mutilation
practices. At the same time it encourages
the organization of national and interna­
tional meetings - such as the international
symposium held in Dakar on 27, 28 and
29 December 1982 on the theme "Women
in their Societies" - so that the circulation
of information is nOl restricted to loeal
populations. To ensure the effcctiveness
of its information work, CAMS·lnterna­
tional plans to open a research and infor·
mation center on women, to launch an in­
ternational women's review and draw up
an action programme. The press campaign
on sexual mutilation which has been in
progress for over ten years has, however,
produced limited results. Tbcre is, then, a
problem here: either an information cam­
paign is not enough, or else the informa­
tion is not put over in a satisfactory man­
ner. Inquiries show that in the countries
concerned only the intelligentsia has ac­
cess to such infonnation. The official
spoken and wriuen language is Lhat of the
former colonizers of those counuies. The
people at large, who for the most part are
illiterate, arc deprived of information and
it is among this sector that the most fer­
vent supporterS of these operations are
found. This is a severe handicap in the
campaign against such practices. Black
African and Arab intellectuals, like Euro­
peans and Americans, receive infonnation
concerning sexual mutilation, but not the
peasant women in the heartland of Africa.
In any case, the mere fact of being in­
formed of these practices does not neces­
sarily lead people LO suppol1 the idea of
abolition.

To remedy these shoncomings, CAMS­
International has raised the question of
whe!.her a legal battle should be fought in
order to enact legislation abolishing sex­
ual mutilation_ But the examples of Su­
dan, Egypt and Kenya, which have al·
ready ouLlawed excision and infibulation
but where those practices continue, point
out the limits of legislative action, though
it is, nevertheless, extremely importanl.5

In the present aULhor's view, neither re­
pression nor laissez-fai,~ policies repre­

sent solutions: efforts should be directed
toWard bringing about a change in atti·
tudes. The abolition of sexual mutilation
necessarily involves the breaking down of
the social suucuns that now support iL
However in the Irst insIance it is neces­
sary 10 de.elop",. campaisn in ways dial
wiD avoid~ IIJCII9ftism and wiD
encourage people 10 1iIIai.•

In the short tenn. CAMS-lnl<m8lional
advocates (he drawing up of action pr0­

grammes which are consonant with the
actual situation of each counuy where
such practices OCCW'S. 'These programmes
should be designed 10 encourage the p0p­

ulations cOllCCtTled to accept the notion of
abolishing these practices. The devising of
such programmes will require extensive
research. As far as Senegal is concerned,
CAMS-International envisages that this
work will take about two years provided
that the material means are available.
These are sadly lacking in a non-govern­
mental movement of this Lype, which has
no other support Lhan the determinaLion
and the convictions of its women mem­
bers and the sympathy of a section or
public opinion.6

In the long teno it is evident that the
campaign against these practices cannot
succeed unless the social structures in the
counLries where such practices are current
are challenged.

In addition, as many people in these
states (as well as olhers) must be objec­
tively informed so that they can take a
definite stand and tack.le this issue of mu­
tilation practices. But all this action must
be carried out in conjunction with the
women who are chiefly concerned, and
with the movements which represent the
women who are fighting LO bring such
practices to an eod.

WfN N~ws (Women'. Inlemalional Net·
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4. Sexual mutilation is praaK:ed not only in

several AfriCIII and Middle Eastem C(lImuies (Jet 14

parol~ a,u M,r~Uts) but in Alii. the USSR and

Latin America I' well. In Alii lht practice

(excision) is connned 10 Muslim Worntll in Indonesil

Ind MlIlaylii. In the USSR it il pnc;tioed by the

Skopuy. In Latin America excision is carried cut in

Bn.ziI, Mexico and ~f\1 !:luI IIQI very tltleftlivdy.

~ reseatdl and invest.iption WOIIId be requftd in

onkrtomap.iIhanyacwraq-thezoatlwheft;

laual mutilatial i~ pnaUed..

5. Will Sc:rqII fellow the eumpe of F.aYPt.
Sud-. mil Ken)'llIDd .... an lIboWonia poIacy in

qud 10 _OIl mulillliGn1 Pre:sideM Abdl:. Die:.(

reIpClDkd f-..lllly darinI- he"'-
to dte Sllqalae bnDc:It of CAMS-~

-.hen he p"'lll 11'_ encwraaemem 10 lhD eImflIip

W..edbythil~.

6. AI reprd. inlemllional ,ovemrnenlll

org.rnZllions. referenot mIIy be m.de in Rmec

Samel.·s well-documt:nted Vt'OIt L'tlU,"" "ivc.

Dcspue. weD-intentioned IUltemeIU IIld !he renwk­

Ibk seminar OfIaniu.d by WHO III Khanoum III

1979. )'OUJlI lirls c:onunue to IUffer sexual mutib·

tion. hbutobeldmiuedttwlheroleoflheinler­

national ora_iution. in Ihe ltnJuJc to abolish thae
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COMPARATIVE mSTORY: OUR STORIES

by Kate Rusbin

When 1 look into your face
I swear I sec Russia and Rumania
I sec lhousands of faces looking out from your eyes
I sec a peasant woman
Her legs suong from lhe fields
Drinking tea by the stove
I see a man leaning over his heavy book
I see a young girl laughing from deep in her belly
I see lhem
I see Molly, Rachel, Goldie and F10ra
I see Harry. Alben. Carl and Ben

, And when I loot .. you
r feci my own people gazing out from my eyes

Look and you will see a bondswoman
Her legs suong from the fields
Drinking tea by the hearth
Look and see a man rocking over his heavy book
Scc a young girl laughing from way deep in her belly
Look and you can see the Ashanti. the Bambara, the Fulani
You can see Mamie, Ama, Akiba and Snow Pearl
You can sec Walter, Kojo, Moses and Ned

Thousands of years
Thousands of people sueteh out behind us
Like cars of a freighL

How do we compare our terrible histories

The Final Solution. Thai Peculiar Institution
The Slave Ship, The Death Train
The Gas Chamber, The Lynching Tree
The Amistad Revolt, the Warsaw Uprising
The Burned Book, The Burned Drum
Belsen-Belsen and Cape Coast Castle

How do we dare to compare these terrible histories

It would have been 100 easy foc neither of us to be here
If someone had stayed a day 100 long...
If someone had left a day too soon...

But here we are
Meeting by chance
As people always do
The daughLcr of Marilyn and Birdie, Sol and Jack
The daughter of Roxie and Addie, George and Isaac

We are here
To fill this moment
With the bursting of our heans
We are here
To witness the dead
And the living
In each other's eyes

copyright 1984 by Kate Rushin
Kale Rushin is a I'«t living in Boston whose work ho.s appeared in Conditions 5, Small Moon,
Shankpalnter and Tbls Brklge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women or Color.
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Male marginality to the perpetuation of
the species (it was women who gave birth
and reared children) became reinlerprelCd
as freedom. volition. a state of tran­
scendence above and beyond the natural
world, and so concrol was established as a
value higher than those of fertility, con­
linuation and sharing. In place of fertility
goddesses. immanent and intimatcly re­
lated to the world, arose transcendcnt
malc gods, unmoved movers endowed
with power over the created world, af­
fecting nature withoul in wm being af­
fected by iL These set the groundwork for
the development of hierarchy -- the
"structural manifestation of patriarchal
values."

"Masculine" qualities became those that
filt, that make pennanent and Create

struelUte within the seeming flux of na­
ture: codifications of laws or prestige or
customs. authority, rank. status, Ie·
gitimacy. right. posses5tan. as well as the
qualities that suPJXlC1 the ability to kill
(and thus dominate nalure). such as
prowess. courage. aggressiveness. physi­
cal skill. At (heir elttreme. these nature­
controlling and ·transcending values can
be found in the saintly asceticism that at­
templS to overcome the body and the
emotions. and which paradoxically has
often been harnessed by military disci­
pline and the building of totalitarian soci­
eties. Selt and pleasure. in their mutually
affective fonns. have consequently been
diminished; selt. claims French, has been
valued primarily to the Cltlenl IhaI it is
controlled by men.

Thus, the fd'St SU3Lification of man and
IlllIWe kd 10 ocben. and 10 "'" <SIab1ish­
menI of hietarchical on:Iering principles.
These inevitably mraircd coen::ion 10_--,0IllI1od.._
(one! myIhoIosieI)olfcor.~,clef­.........._ ...... _01
Power. These "masculine" values of civi­
lization French conlraSlS lO the "feminine"
values of lire. pleasure and truSting mu­
tual affection.

The bulk or Beyond Po~r consislS of a
comprehensive recounting of the history
of male-female relations. a massively·re­
searched compendium of injustices. and
their ultimate effects on both women and
men. Some of the accounts are fascinat­
ing eltCCplions to the rule -- for instance.
early Egyptian civilization. where women
worked as estate managers, physicians,
architects, soldiers. musicians. scribes.
poets, priestesses and merchants, or the
instance of matricentric Minoan Crele. a
seemingly egalitarian and peaceful Earth
Mother-worshipping culture with highly­
developed (for its time) technical achieve­
mcnts.

The present perspective, for French.
looks pretty bleak (despite the gains made
in recent decades): the past 500 years
have led in a single direction -- towards
greater centralization of conllOl. greater
inslitulionalization and increased instru­
mentality in our approach to the world
around US .- in fact. French lhinks. to­
wards totalitarianism. She details how the
"pillars of sociely" (medicine. psychol­
ogy, educalion, law. corporations) prop up
this general trend. All that is lacking, if
indeed it is lacking, is the "tolalist ideol­
ogy" (French seems half-convinced lhal
this is provided by the patriarchal philos­
ophy of power). The catalyst that tilts a
conllOlied society over into 1.Ol31itarianism
is a drive fa "pwificatton." and French
sees an ominous potential for this in the
"New Right"'s drive to "Christianize
America."

But there is hope, offered by what
French calls feminism (which she claims
is "the only serious. coherent. and univer­
sal philosophy that offcrs an alternative to
patriarchal thinking and structures"), but
which has much in common with various

~
between ourselves and our social systems.
"The lreatment." he suggests, "is to find a
way 10 displace power" by redesigning the
system to serve the needs of life. He
doesn't elaborale on this (his next book
will), bul we can speculate that such a
task could move in either of IwO direc­
~ toward a centralized, bureaucratic
superswe, a U.N. wrillarge, or toward a
muimaI cbspersion 01 powc-, p<"- fa­
cililaled by the decentralized use of com­__ 1llChDoIoIY. 5<_

IOIDeIimes IeeIDI 10 confuse Ihe two
..-wes: --..._­_ ...... imp>oed f.... __

die "lighdy ordered hannoaious system"
of nature, he .. one poinl asserts that
"only govemmel1l can restrain power in
the interests of oIher values."

Where French's perspective differs
from Schmookler's is in the way she
shows interpersonal and male-female re­
lations to be intimately intertwined with
the JX>litical. The worship of Power as an
end in itself. according to French and
other fcminisLS. begins with men's collec­
tive (and. perhaps. unconscious)
"ar..bition to usurp the 'natural' position
of women." Men have always viewed
women as being closer lO nature. as
somehow representing it (through their re­
productive biology, their mothering fune·
tion, etc.). and thus being the inferior that
is to be transcended. French has compiled
a few hundred pages of evidence for this.
as she elWTlines human societies from
matricenlric times to the contemJX>rary
world. (Matricentry refers to the
"organic" societies in which social rela­
tionships were loosely centered around
the bond between mothers and children;
French doubts that any uuly "mauiarchal"
societies -- those in which women ruled
over men -- ever eltisled.) She looks at
animal societies and those of early ho­
minids (which appear to have been close,
affectionale groups of relatively gentle
folk, unlike the crude. brutal, predatory
"primal horde" male thoorislS like Hobbes
- an English political philosopher -- and
even Freud envistaned). and follows
through the evolution of homo sapiens.
focusing on developmenlS such as the in­
vention of tools. me beginnings of nre­
use. hunting, honiculwre, language. and
somewhere along the line, the instilution­
alizalion of selt differences. Each of these
steps. French sunniscs. heightened the
distance humans (or men. at least) felt
from the natural world. and each served as
a building block towards the in­
stitutionalization of patriarchal valucs.

Power
society were, removed. according toI
Schmookler. societies were freed to pur­
sue unlimited growth. with the only eltler­
nallimits being the presence of other s0­

cieties.
The bulk of Schmookler's book analy­

ses the consequences of the evolutionary
"selection for power". which like Dar­
winian natural selection, favours the de­
velopment of certain social fonns over
others. Societics are favoured. for in­
stance, in which power is centrally held
and hierarchically organized. facilitating
unity of purpose. coordination. and the
sacrifice of the part for the whole. Such
social systems employ several leChniques
to deal with the lack of motivation this
might engender within individuals: irkol­
ogy (such as the powerful alliance of na·
tionalism and institutionaJi7..erl reli!?ioo)
compels the individual to identify wim the
aims of the state. socialization and the
moral internalization of socielal noms
into the psyche induces conformity. and.
when all else fails, direct coercion guar­
antees subservience. The selective pr0­

cess further "favours the restless spirit
over the more content and self-contained,"
so thaI "what emerges is a more and more
stressed adrenaIin society always poised
as if to meet a perpetual emergency."
Civilized social systems diven nalUral
human tnergies lOWard lbeir own power­
nw.imizing ends. while deslruclive ener­
gies .. displaced _ "n...a1 1C8pO­
_ (en<my _ ond ideoIlJcieI).

ScbmootJcr', cr1. 01 modem 1OCi­
<l)' ..... COl Ihc .......... di-m.iIy
bet-.. ........ JIId civiliad __
Naturally evolved systems retain syncqy,
"wholeness" and viability: e.:h pan
functions in a way that enhances the wel­
fare of the other pans as well as irs own.
and the system is lhereby able to maintain
without diminution whatever it is upon
which me whole system's continued elt­
istencc depends. In contrast. the "zero­
sum game" or civilization, in which parts
seek to serve lhcir own interesrs at the ex­
pcnse of the system's overall well·being.
is characterized by decadence. a living
beyond one's means lhat destroys the
conditions for the healthy continuation of
the present state.

Schmoolder's emphasis on the role of
JX>wer leads him to criticize both the cap­
italist market system and the Marxist
analysis of it By focusing on the ec0­

nomic relations of a sociely, Marxists tend
to miss the root of the problem -- the
power to compel. Of today's JX)litical 0p­

tions. Schmookler sees in liberal democ­
racy "the best hope for freedom from op·
pression." The free market, however. is a
power system in which competition forces
individual actors to reject future-valuing
methods in order to survive economically.
The market "gives JX)wer to money. and
thus to lhose whose ways are conducive to
lhe making of money." Market exchanges
ignore cltternalities (like the environmcnt
aod third panies), and the greatest trans­
acta'S (the rich) benefit most while by­
standers (the poor) are victimized. To the
extent that wealth confers JX>litical power,
the wealthy are able to use the coercive
power of the stale to stack the deck in
their favour.

TIlL Parable of the Tribes is a work of
diagnosis whose perspective leads beyond
guilt and enmity: we are all victims of the
evolutionary selection for power among
human societies. SchmookJer is attempt­
ing to provide a "unifying vision of our
entire predicament" and to liberate the in­
dividual human spirit by driving a wedge

T~u is never power, bw only a Tau
for power... Power is, by definition,
only a means... bill ~r ~dr.iflg.

owing w ilS e.s~nliiIJ incapacity to
seize hold of its object. rides Ow ail
collSiikratiofl of an acl, and jillQ/ly
comes '0 taU lhe place ofail ends.
-Simone Wei!

by Adrian hakhiv

Review:
Books on

Bertrand RusseU defines power as the
abilit)" to compel obedience. Talcott Par­
sons considers power to be a propeny
possessed by an actor 1hat enables him or
her to alter the wiD or actions of others SO

they conform 10 his/her will. A number of
writers (mainly WOlDen) have recently
been focusing their discusston of power
on the CNCial distinction between power­
to (or power-from-wilhin) and power­
over, i.e.• domination. control. coercion.
Andrew Bard Schmookler's Tite Parable
of rhe Tribes and Marilyn Fr<n<h', Be­
yond POW<r are COOIpreh<nsive: auemplS
10 IIla1yu Ihc <VdUlion 01 ._""".
(Iel'. caD it __ 0 copiIaI-p).

Frencb wriIa fiun • feminist perspective.
.. silo _ rhiI...,.,..,., willl
"pMrion:IIy.;_.Iryina 10 oppeaI
10 1he objective: (<!on', ..... dlOl word 100
scriousIy) g<netaIllUdience, ovoids 1<m1'
thai could be used to gheUDize him into
any "camp". But they mean the same
thing.

SchmookJer begins his analysis by en·
visioning a scenario of several tribes liv­
ing within reach of each other. "If all
choose the way of peace, then all may live
in peace," but if even one is ambitious for
power and conquest, the others will react
by choosing one of several options: they
can imitate l.he power·maximizing aggres­
sor. be absorbed and uansfooned by Ihe
aggressive lribe. withdraw to less accessi­
ble lenitory, or be destroyed. "Successful
defense against a power-maximizing ag­
gressor requires a sodety to become more
like Ibe society Ihallhreatens i~" in every
possible OUICOmC, "the ways of power are
spread throughout the system." - Power,
which Schmookler defines as "the ca·
pacity 10 achieve one's will against the
will of another," is "like a comaminant, a
disease, which once imroduced will
gradually yet inexorably become universal
in the system of compcc.ing societies."

In the precivilized state. human soci­
eties maintained a hunting-gathering·way
of life lha1 was ideally suited to their sur­
rounding environmenlS. which resembled
the conditions in which the evolution of
our species (and thus of "hwnan nature"
lOOk place). There was a natural
"goodness" in "the fruit of the match be­
tween organism and environmenL" With
lerritorial expansion and increasing ~
ulation presswe, societies were forced to
gradually replace food gathering with
food production, agriculwre, sedenwy
civilization (and private property). Fadl·
iwed by the development of language.
abstract thought and the cultural transmis·
sian of social codcs. all this led to a deci­
sive break between civilization and the
"natural" world. At the point when the
biologically evolved constraints on human

Beyond Power: On Women, Men ami
Morals. Marilyn French (Ballantyne,
1985).

The Parab/~ of the Tribu:' T~ Problem
of Power jn Social Evolution, Andrew
Bard Schmookler (University of Califor­
nia Press. 1984).



ANARCHA-FEMINISM

forms of anarchism and ("deep") ecology,
and what seems 10 me to be just good
sense. French's feminism is a philosophy
Lhat removes the KIea of power from its
cenual position. and replaces it with the
idea of p5easure and felicity. It is a phi­
losophy that moves not by the overthrow
of governments, but by innuencing people
and offering a vision. French examines
the different types of feminism, and finds
only socialist feminism particularly lack­
ing, claiming socialism is incompatible
with feminist attitudes toward nature and
power. She recognizes no ideological
"purity: however. no absolutes or single
correct line of action. "IC freedom means
the absence of consltaints." she writes.
"then freedom does not exist," nor can it;
domination. moreover, is 10 some degree
necessary •• "it is inherent in the human
cmdition since it is inherent in rearing
children."The aim or feminism should not
be some single liberation. for "we are pan
of a process lhat must continue for as long
as the world endures...The end is the pro­
cess: integrating ourselves and carrying
integration as far into the world as we
can." The aim is the integration of our
lives and the development of a rncrality
that goes beyond Power towards mubJal
pleasure and felicity.

Given the fact that we can hardly expect
the urge to power to fade away com­
pletely, we can gather up some insights
from Schmoolcler's and French's analyses
of power, and ask: what practical fonns
can this "momt revolution" be uansla1ed
iRlO, 10 guararnee that Power wiJI not reo
\13m us into its swirling vortex again and
again? Of all Ihe political philosophies
thai developed during the 19th century in­
dustrial revolution, Ihe only one that of---

Thank you. Glen R. HarringlOD (of
ARK II) for the "Meal is Murder" article.
It is important 10 envision, as we modify
our behaviour, wtw we can be moving to­
wanIs, as well as what we Deed 10 avoKt
and why. In extreme example, if we sub­
stitute Guatamalan Antigua coffee for
milk, then we've substituted Guatantalan
Campesino oppression for that of cows.

Constructively, laying hens are rela­
tivelyeasy La keep at home. Give them a
yard (or a hen house), scraps and grains if
in a yard and they can faage (or laying
mash in a coop) and voila, eggs from
happy hens. We have a goat cooperative
in Tucson where folks assist in the care of
goats and receive the milk they collect
Goat. milk is much more digestible than is
cow's. Many greens and vegetables are
easy to grow in one's own garden -- insKie
or OUt I was recently, happily surprised
al how well onions and radishes (greens
and all) tasted in miso/tofu soup. So easy
10 grow!

Otherwise, avoKi agribusiness whenever
possible. Pay the exlTa and purchase from
people growers, preferably organic. Yes­
- ThI! Pt!rsonaI is Political.

Yours is the only maglperiodicall sub­
scribe 10 (although ThI! Nlldt!ar Rt!sistt!r
comes from friends, so I get it, too). I
can't send a letter to ya'lI without saying
how much I enjoy and k:lok forward to
KJO. It is invariably worth reading. A
lot of wort to put out undoubtedly and if
ya ever wonder why ya do it, think of
some happy informed woman in Tuscon
who waits impatienlly for the next issue.

Thanks
Valerie Townsley
Tuscan, Arizona

fered a coherent and consistent critique of
Power ~r st! was anarchism. Yet the an­
archistic experiments of our era have in­
evitably failed La persevere on a large
scale for any Ienglh of time. The Spanish
anarchist collectives of the 1930's, the
Paris commune of 1871, the revolutionary
Russian soviets, the Hungarian councils of
1956, the Action Committees of France in
1968 -- all ultimately caved in to internal
or external pressures of impending hierar­
chy, counterrevolution, or power-wielding
groups. John Clark, in his recent book
TM ANUChisl Momefll, acknowkdges thai
Min all cases the most liberalory revolu­
tionary moments have transpired during
the accidental interludes in which a power
vacuum occWTed.M What could be the
preconditions for the maintenance of such
a "power vacuum"?

(I) To staJ1. with, I think there would
have to be a decentralization in all spheres
of decision-making, economics, energy
and technology, so that more people have
more say (more "power") over how their
lives are run (this could be seen as a kind
of Mwithering awayM of hierarchy).

(2) To the extent that. such a Mpower
vacuumMtoday would have to be global in
scope, there would need to be some kind
of democratic and decentralized, world­
wide communications network that could
provide the infrastructure necessary 10

monitor and guard against human and
ecological rights violalims. and that
would provide for a free flow of ideas and
information. (Such a network exists in
embryo among various oongovenunental
organizations and networks like Green­
peace, Amnesty International, Earth First!
-- powerless groups, in the traditional, in­
stitutional sense, but immensely influen-

Obscuring the Issues

Dear KIO:

Thanks for your sample copy of K10,
I'm glad there are people as committed as
you are who are straight ahead with their
ideas. That is not to say I agree with you
on everything -- or even on most things.
That's why I'm writing this letter.

The article on vegetarianism in issue
no. 17 presented the same three basic ar­
guments for not eating meat it's ecologi­
cal; it's healthy; and it's humane.

Most of the anti-vegetarian arguments
have been simply to refute these claims.
These arguments leave the vegetarians in
a position where they are at worst hann­
less, at best constructive. If this were the
case, the vegies would have a valid case
for simply aslcing "Why not? It couldn't
hurt - and it might help."

In fact, vegetarianism does hun. 1be
primary way in which it is harmful is by
shifting the focus from a complex political
problem to a simple "nuttitional" one.

For example, Glen HaningtOn uses the
argument that "it takes about 16 kg of

tial.)
(3) Among the information to be

disseminated would have to be practical
knowledge of techniques of civilian and
social defense, nonviolent direct action,
and, as a last resort, guerilla warfare.

(4) Yet a prior precondition for allihis
is the gradual disengagement of the global
military-industrial complex, the Cold War
apparatus that keeps the planet at gun­
point.

But, at bottom, these changes would not.
be enough (and would probably be impos­
sible) wil.hout the kind of Mmoral revolu­
tion" Marilyn French speaks of -- the de­
velopmenl of a "new sensibili£yM and
morality that is ecological, that values life
more than it worships Power, that values
the sensitive, arrective, nurturing and
communal sides of human nature at least
equally with the ambitious, competitive
and individualistic. To bring about this
change in consciousness, there would
have to be a re-evaluation of the basic
values underlying modem West­
ern/industrial society, and a recognition of
Power -- the urge to control and dominate
nature and others -- as the root of our
global dilemmas, and one replaceable by a
re-valuation of pleasure, felicity, and ac­
ceptance of and openness to life's natural
cycles.

Plt!asllrt! is a rt!sponse. f10t a com­
modity; an t!xpt!rit!f1ce, an t!nd ifl it­
self. It COlI arist! from a myriad of
sources: from l>t!iflg with othl!rs,
from work, from cultural etl1ertaill­
meNs and activitit!s; from sensory
and i1ltt!1It!ctual stimllJalioll; from
food, drink.. slet!p, wamuh, clost!ness.
Thert! is plt!QSure ill soli"ute and ill
company; in intkpeltdence and indi-

feed to produce I kg of beef." The impli­
cation is that if people would nOl eat beef,
there would be more grain (feed) to feed
more people. This argument huns. It
huns because it implies that the only rea­
son people starve is because there's not
eilOugh food. 1be uuth is there is enough
food. Farmers arc paid ItOI to grow and
lhe grain surplus that already exists is
causing economic hardship to those same
fanners. If it weren't for animals to help
eat the surplus, even more fanners would
be out of business.

People starve because of a failure in
distribution. Economic systems that re­
ward greed and punish a1uuism keep the
surplus of one country out of the hungry
mouths of othccs. By convincing people
that "if there were more food there would
be fewer starving people" actually in­
creases the pain and suffering of those
starving people by diverting efforts from
creating an egalirarian food distribution
method to simply creating more food.
More food? For what? To rot in silos
while people starve?

Likewise the health argument is de­
suuctive because of its narrow focus.
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viduality. ThI!rt! can be plt!OSIif't!
~rt!ly in walkillg, brt!athing, look.­
illg, fulillg thl! air 011 one's faCt!.
Many things giw: pleosurt! ollly or
maiflly l>t!cause tMy art! shart!d.

.. .Plt!osurt! .- a gralijit!d usponse
to quality -- is rooted ill the st!fJSt!s,
and for pleosurt! to be rt!vaJoriud.
the body aM the st!fJSt!s milSt be
rt!valoriu'd too... Wt! commonly think.
of pleos';e os thl! oppositt! of pain.
bill this is iMdequau thinJ:ing...
Plt!osure reqlUrt!s ,hi! self to l>t! opell
to thl! t!xterNJi world and to Olhl!r
peop/t!, to OM'S OWII t!motiollS and
se1lS4tioflS; WhI!lI OM is O~II, one is
Opell to paill 100. The oppositt! of
pleosllf't! is fXJWt!r, which rt!quir~ tM
self to l>t! closed offfrom people and
elIt!lIts in thl! oillside world ,hat do
flO' rt!IQle to one's particular poWl!r
pursuit...

The vuy cort! of plt!osurt! is mlllu­
ality. Plt!osure begiflS in tht! mother's
womb, in warmth, c10St!MSS, satis­
ftutioll of lIt!cds, the comfoning ma­
ternal hl!artl>t!at... BIlt tI,ert! is 011­

othl!r IIUCleUS of plt!osurt!, also pro­
fowt.d, that origi1llJtt!s ill the momelll
of birth: bUalhiflg for olU'selVt!s -­
frutlom, the st!nst! of beillg a self. ..
Frudom...is injindillg a coht!rt!f1Ct!, a
meshing CO"t!laIioll l>t!CWt!ell extt!rnal
and illlernal neussily..it is the sense
thai WI! art! ruillg tWlI those pans of
tM st!1f 'Nt: WQItI '0 M.Je, t!ttjoy tuiltg,
ill acts and s'Dles tW wish 10 be im­
mersed ill ...
--from IIeyoad Power by Marilyn
French 0----..... writes. "Ihe wideapeod .....
<1_iD......... _ .......
in poIellIWIy honnful_ in __.."
and Iherc are always _ associaled
heallh problems mentiooed by Ihe vegies.
In fact much more hannful chemicals are
used on fruits and vegetables than are
used in meats. The United FannWOJten:
Union has complained of exaemely high
cancer rates in its members direclly Irace­

able 10 the pesticides used on the fruits
and vegetables.

Certain pesticides were found 10 be SO

hannful that even the U.S. government
banned their use. Of course, Americans
and Canadians who produce these chemi­
cals still make their bucks by selling these
poisons to third world countries. (1bese
countries get their revenge, by the way, by
spraying produce like coffee or oranges
with these poisons and then selling Ihem
back to lhe Canadians and Americans.)
To say that one should nol eat meat be­
cause of the bad things in it is 10 igncre
the bad things in most everything else we
eal

1£ you're really concerned about health,
you should eat non-chemical meat as well
as non-chemical fruits and vegetables.
Both are available if you want them. By
saying that meat itself is the problem,
rather than the widespread use of danger­
ous chemicals in order to increase profits,
you give people a distorted view of health
and may ultimately cause more deaths by
imparting a false sense of securi£y in the
vegetarian.

An anecdote: Vegerarians are often so
self-deluding that they will perceive dis­
ease as health. In Holland I met a m.acrtr
bidiot. whose skin was developing oozing
sores from malnubition. (He was only
eating brown rice.) "See," he said 10 me,
MI'm getting healthy. All the poisons are
leaving my body."

Glen argues that "deforestation in the
context of agribusiness usually means
ruthless slash-and-bum desb'UCtion..."
He's right But the rault is agriblLf:iMu,
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not meaL TIle same situations would exist
if MacDonald's were a soyBurger com·
pany. Massive food· for- expon- profil at
the expense of food· for· feeding- the- kr
cats is tht problem. To link it with meat
obscures thai problem and makes it appear
dangerously simple lO solve. That in fact
is why vegcwianism is so dangerous.

For beuer days,
Mykel Board

Credit Due

Dear friends,
I just read your fifth anniversary issue

and think you are doing wonderful work,
though I had a hard time reading over the
gray screens on the "Art and Social
Changc" ankle. Why make things
difficult?

As much as t loved the content of your
paper, I was Upsel by the lack of credit on
aU your anwort. As a long time
anisJ/activist/pubtisher of progressive
anwork, J find it extremely imponanl thaI
anworlc is credited whenever it is used. As
an artist, it helps me remember there are
many of us trying 10 make a difference; as
a publisher, il is crucial in my search for
signifIC3ru and visionary work. It is
important for us to know who is
producing work thai helps move us along,
lifl us up. I'd like 10 see more an that puts
its lines around the contours of our lives ­
and I'd like 1O be able 1O gel in touch with
these artists, know their names, support
their work. publish their images.

If you do not credil this important wort,
how can you credit yourselves for
conuibuting 10 the mating or a new
culture? You .e .usas of • kind
yoursd_ ....... -.~ d
news .... -. You shouJd not f_
for a_the value of our "'-Mel
symbols, Ihe value of alfmnina Ihe work
of those who are aeaunglbcm,

Also, if you .- Ihe ifnaBc from p.1I
from our CARRY IT ON Peace Calendar
you should credit us as well.

In the suuggle for justice,
Jan PhiUips,
Syracuse Cultural Workers

Kathy Manlty or KIO responds:

We apologize to our readers for the dif­
ficwly in reading the "Art and Social
Change" article in KJO #17, and also for
neglecting to credit the artists whose
images were used throllghow that issut.
The more lhan ILn~ally chaotic layow
process aJ thal time was at least partially
to blamt! for both of these scre'M....lpS. We
sti// have a lot to learn abow some of the
technical fIN points. sllCh as Iww to do
color screens so thai YO" can still read the
teXl witholll sew:re eyestrain, bill bear
with us; I think we',e improving.
On the second poinl, we agree with Jan
that art is vital, and that crediting artists
is as importan/ as crediting aU/hors. It
was an unfortlUUJte oversighl that we
failed to do so - we won't milk that
mistoU again. In the spirit of beuer·late­
than-never, we would like to thank
Calherine Tammaro, a local arrist and
KJO collective mLmber, who is re­
sponsible for most of the images apptar­
ing in thai issue. In addition to her fine
work, here is a brief rlUl..tJown on where
we got some of the images for 1/7. Note
thai this was not necessarily their original
source; many of the mags we lifted these
from were equally sleazy aboU/ crediting
sources. (And, no. we didn't get the photo
on page / / from the CARRY " ON
calendar.)
ThtJnh to Jan for calling our attention to
this; that's the kind of "comradely
criticism"(see LYMO's leaer) we'd like to

sumoreof

/If 4 - Edward Bunu-}one.
/If 6 - (photo) Green RePOllldon
Pf 8 - Vine Reade'
/If 11 - Big Moumoin poSltr
Pf 15 - Rob,n Turne,
Pf 17 -Inside S'weden
Pf 18 -Inside Sweden
allolhe' 4ttwork is by Calherine Tam­
me,..

Greening of Anarchism

Dear KIO collective,

I enjoyed the Green oriencation in your
last ("Visioning the Future") issuc. Anar·
chism and ecology are a natural fit, as
Bookchin, Kropotkin, and Olhers have
shown. Now is the time 1O clearly pul
forward a new political synthesis based on
btoregional and anarcho-communitarian
principles. Thanks for your conbibution.

Peace,
Lance Scou
Alliance collective
(formerly with Raill magazine)

For the Record

DearKJO,

Congratulations on your Fifth Anniver­
sarylssue(KJOno. 17, Winter'86I'87)! I
round the articles to be interesting not
only in conlent but also in layout.

I have one point to make, however,
aoout the layoul of my article, ~Art on the
Edge of Community~ (pp. 12-13). This
work: was done as a series of aphorisms
and quotations, some which were written
by me, and some which I have qUOlCd
from others. Unfortunaldy, your layout,
while aesthetically pleasing, confuses in
places my writing with the writing of the
poet. novelist and essayist. Marge Piercy.
To clarify this situation, the fltSl para­
graph on Art and Politics is mine, while
the second paragraph ("People tend to de·
fine ... ") is Piercy's. Also, the section To­
day's Audience: The Need ror Re­
sponsibility is my writing for the first
paragraph only; the secood paragraph
("What I fUKI absolutely essentiaL ..) is
Piercy's. Any other section not refer·
enced is mine; those by other writers are
indicated by the reference at the end of the
quoted section.

L. Susan Brown

Open-minded Anarchism

Comrades,

I can't express in too strong terms how
pleased I was with your last issue (Fifth
Annivcrsary Issue). I'm aware or the rec·
ognizable improvement in the quality of

each succeeding issue. but this issue was
especially interesting. Congratulalions.
The an.icles primed in the last issue were
impressive both for their scope. and more
importantly for the open aUitude that they
portrayed. Not only are you writing
about. and reporting on events and
movements that don't conform 10 tradi­
tional anarchist models, or may.be periph­
eral to anarchist thought, but you seem to
be able 10 keep your egos out of the edi­
torial comments in which you differ wilb
the wrllerS' views. Thus. the groups and
individuals you interview and report on
arc not alienated. Too often in anarchist
papers, practicing the art of invective and
polemic seemed 10 be more impOfwu
than the transmission of ideas. A good
example of the quality in your editorial
policy can be found in the article on Bio­
Regionalism. or all the ecology groups, I
find the ideas inherent in Bio-Regionalism
closest to anarchist models for a dc:cen.
lI'alist. non-authoritarian society. Wil.h
their emphasis on local control, decen­
tralism and their scaling down of mareri­
alist ambitions, I find resonances in their
ideas to earHer ideas of Mumford and
Paul Goodman.

I would suggest that you send them a

copy of the ~annivcrsary" issue and estab­
lish an exchange relationship with them.
They publish a paper called Raise the
Stakes. In it they raise bio-rcgionalist.
ecological questions and also write of the
evcnts happening in their ~movement~.

Raise the StaUs also acts as a central
point ror the growing number of bio-re­
gionalist groups. I became aware of their
activities through our comrades in Milano
whcn I visited with them last OclOber.
There seems to be a great interest in their
work among some of our European com­
rades.

I don'l know if you are in contact with
Colin Ward, but I think that he could cas·
ity be persuaded to write ror Kick It Ow:r.
I also think thai you will find his work
tres SYmpalhiqlU. Well, enough for the
moment. Looking forward 1O the continu­
ance or your good works...

Comradely,
David

P.S. Say hello to Art for me. Tell him I
was pleased to see the interView in KIO.
Also teU him thai I will never forget the
long evening a couple of years ago when
he and Dick spent the evening recalling SO

many importanl moments in their lives
and the life of the movement I only re­
grel that I didn't have a tape recorder go­
ing that night.

A call for Comradely Criticism
Dear KJO Readers,

I think the collective is getting pretty
tired of printing responses to my infamous
~Jerk:-Qrr Politics: The Macho Revolu-

KICK rr OVER SPRING 19&1

lionary Syndrome" anick, because """'
aU, it has been over a year since the article
originally appeared, and it's never a good
idea to let one topic monopolize the Ieuen
column anyway. Besides, .. think we're
all pretty lurned orr by thc BBJPW-stylc
anarcho-infighting that's become so
common lately. (U you don't know what
those initials stand for, consider yourself
lucky). So hopefully this will be the lasl
word on that topic to appear in this col·
umn. However, I'm still open 10 discus­
sion on the article and the issues it raised.
as long as it's of a consuuctive nature,
which most or it hasn't been so far. So,
anyone who still wants to talk aboul it.
please wriae to me directly, rather than 10

KIO (my address follows this letter).
Incidently, if anyone's wondering why I

haven't been responding to most of Ihc
criticism I've received in this column, the
fact is that I did wrile a response to
Frankie Lee and Blueberry, which was
supposed lO be in the last issue, bul the
strip or type it was on gotlOSl (that's an·
aJChist organization for you). I will re­
spond In them _Uy if I can get bold
of addresses ror them, and also to l...aure if
shelhe will wriLC and lell me what sheIhe
said, since I never gOl. lO see the original
letter (I'm no longer in lhe collective, so
I'm not around lO read the mail).

However, there are a few things I would
like people to know about that article.
First. it was actually wriucn about two 10
three years ago (with about a year's gap
between the nrst and second halves or it),
and is not an accuralC rel1cctioa or my
current views. Secondly, I acknowledge
that the article was severely flawed
(although more in its style than its
content. I think) and lIIus wavI'l even
reaDy III lCCurate rdlection 01 wItar. my

::::::'1;::':1Olal1....~y.~=- I

__._ ..hal dlc Mlick did say. by

the time I '""" the letJeIS I really feel like
I don't know who they're talking to).

And thirdly. I originally didn't even
want the article 1O be prinlCd. I read it out
in a collective meeting with the intention
or getting feedback 00 how 10 change it.
since I wasn'l satisfied willi il.., but lhc
overwhelming consensus was 10 print it as
it was. I reluctantly agreed, butlalet, after
thinking about il more, changed my mind.
and called up when they were in the mid­
dle of layout to ask them not to run it, but
it was too late, because to have pulled il at
that stagc would have completely screwed
up the layout. This threw me into a lOIal
panic because at this point I was sure that
the article needed extensive rewriting be­
cause, among other things, it was guilty of
perpetuating many of the very things it
was criticizing, notably the us/lhem view.
We argued about it for quile a while and
eventually decided that I would write an
introduction to the article as a son of dis­
claimer, but the original introduction was
too long, so I had to shorten it consider­
ably to make it fit on the page, thus re­
sulting in what Frankie Lee accurately
refers to as "the very weak forward" (one
of the vcry few accurate statements in that
leuer,l might add).

I'm not saying all this in an cffon 1O

evade responsibility for the article, merely
to place it in a more accurate cootexL

The other aspect or the situatioo I
would like 1O discuss is the type of criti·
cism I received. I'm not trying to say that
the article didn't deservc criticism, it ob-.
viously did. But most of the Icuers I re·
ceivcd were nothing resembling any type
of constructive criticism, but more like a
search-and.dcstroy mission, which made
an already upsetting situation far worse.
Readers may have noticed that I haven't
wrilccn anything since then except record
reviews, and not many of lhose. I was
supposed to wrile a theoretical article for



ANARCHA·F£MINISM

Ibis issue. dealing with sexism in the an­
IIthist cammooity (son of a pu1 two 10

"J.n.()ffPl>litits·, in fact), but I cou!dn'l
do it. JUSl rlWU:ing tJbollJ writing it got
me 100 freaked out. In fact, I may never
Mile another Ihcoretical article again.
This is J*lly due 10 any confidence I may
"ve bad in myself as a writer baving
...... Illca1Iy shall=d by Ibis experience,
and partly 10 my increasing suspicion that
most people who call themselves anar·
dusts are more inlereSled in playing
SlUpid head games and going 00 pennnal
power trips than in creating change. This
feeling was partially what gave rise to that
&niele in the first place, and it was cer­
lainIy confumed by the nature of the criti·
cism I got. My general outlook on life has
become r. more jaded. cyrl'i:caJ. and bit­
ter, as might be evident even in my
womyn's music article in this issue. and
I've also become a 101. more reluctant to
identify myself as an anarchist because
I'm no Iooger sure who or what I'm Klen­
tifying with when I use lhallenn.

I'm not looking for sympathy or any­
lbing, and I realize that the lone of the at­

title~ at least paniaJly responsible for
Ihe lOne of the responses. but you might
want to consider next time you're writing
a response to an anicle you don't agree
wilh dlat there's a hurnyn being on the re­
ceiving end. notjusl some faceless enemy.
When I was writing the music article for
mis issue _. as non-political as that may
seem by comparison -- I got so freaked
OUl just writing me section about Lydia
Lunch thal I was almoSl on the point of
le8I'S - lhe simple fact lha1 I was CI­

pressing a sarong opinion instanlly got me
lhinking "Qh no, I can'l write rhis, every­
one's going 10 hale me!" Even now, as I
Miac lhis, I rmd myself thinking "Is il
Itl/e? How can 'ahey'usc ilapinsa me?·

Do we .... to aaIC • COIDDUIIIity
wIIm netyOIIe's o&aid to say _ !hey
lltinl:, all dialogue seems 10 be based on
mulual hate and fear, and writing for an
anarchiS\Dne is like enlering a war zone?
Irnot. maybe we'd.1I beuer Ieam 10 ,hink
before we write.

Lynna Landstreel
P.O. Box 1031

Adelaide St Sin.
Toronto, Ontario

M5C2K4

Christopher Alice ~ KIO adds:

The collecrive originally approved rhe
article beca~ ir spou on a ropic lIQr
covered in rhe magazines which we read.
Wefelr ar rhe rime rhal whtu il had to say.
and rhe thollghJs it provoud trta« it dqi.
nirely worrh ,he ,ime. effort and money i,
loolc ro publish i,.

The arrick was 110' witholll its flaws.
bw rhese were more thall ntatk lip for by
rhe overall quality of the article. and ,he
imporran, questions it raised.

lni'ially rhe eltlire collective eltlhwias·
'ically suppor'ed prin'ing ,he lerrer. CUT­
renlly only Lynna has regrers.

Somerimes criticism is difficult ro raU,
aM i,'s somerhing which we mus' learn '0
Mndle. bw in this case. criricism has per·
haps gone roo far. AI kasr OM person in
respondjng to Lynna's arrick altemp~d

what can only be dL.scribed as censorship.
As Emma Goldman wrote in /937.
..1 believe in rhe rigllJ offriefldly and
comradely criticism. [, woKld be a
grem tragedy if thai were 110 longer
pemtirred in OIU ranks. We woKld in
ItO way differ from rhose who wan'
evuybody gagged and silenced. No. [
Utsin we !PUISr have freedom of
criticism. bw i, !PUIS' be done itt a
comradely tone, and i' '"""-S' no' moU
...,. so bilter rhal we do 110' see rhe
good10' ,he bod.

--Emma Goldman ro Marlin Gwll in

SpainNoY. /5, /937 (published .. Yisle.
o"Fin).

Sincerely

Christopher AJice,for rltt KIO collective.

GREETINGS PROM SUDBURY

Dear Kick II Over.
1 would j .... like 10 leI yoo knnw lhall

received your lasl issue and IhaI friends
here in Sudbury are encouraged by your
work. II (KI0) is now being sold al Ihe
local comer store along wilh reality now.
Appropriately (he SIOre is called Black
Cal.

Full Moon is holding a Friday the 13th
dance al Ihe native friendship cenIer to
fundraise for Ske BeModsowin •• a sur­
vival school on ManilOUlin Island Ihat Art
Solomon and a number of 0Iher caring
people have been worting IOwards for
some time now. Friday lhe 13th is also a
Full Moon nighl which is when we
usuaUy hold our celebratiOn/evenls.
Reinventing our Pagan rilU81s and
energies which makes our connectedness
to the native ways much closer.

Elsewhere the aparuncnt block on my
streel has gone on a renl slrike to protest
poor housing conditions and landlord
apathy to their concerns. Mosl of it is
being videotaped and Ihe media have
begun to publicize the siluation. In oLher
ways I'm beginning to lhink that the most
revolutionary way of living from day to
day is in the way I relate to OIher people,
animals and the earth. BUI enough about
politics. I hope you're are aU in fine
spirits and you continue to laugh and have
hope. Would like 10 Ialk some more with
you in Ibe fulUre and shan: our sbUggles.

Low: and SttugIe,
~1'On,S~,OaL

No Hard Feelings

DearKIO,

High. Dig this. Someone IOId me I was
getting a free prison sub (Alexandra De­
von, was it you?). I gol one issue and I
liked il so well I wrote you guys a long
letter on "How 10 Solve the World's
Problems and Save Us From lhe Bomb"
(mass llllllfChy and propeny deslnJction
every chance you gel 10 whatever level of
violence your hcan can sland, like burn·
ing and looting). Well. I mUSI have alien·
aled you or something because I nevu gOl
anoIher issue. Now ii'S cool, I appreciale
Ihe one I got, ifs beUer than a kick in Ihe
balls. BUI since I saw your ad in my
November on Our Backs and know
you're alive, I wouldn'l mind knowing if I
am ouI of your wiD and have fallen from
grace with Ihe Canadian anarchislS. No
hard feelings. If you can'l send me pa­
pezs, I can dig it BUI if you can, I wanl
you to know I'm still inrerested, you can
come back, all is forgiven. I am a Rasia
in Ibe hole in jail for refusing 10 cUi my
hair for religious reasons. I mean, how
CI8Z)' can the bald heads get! Well, his·
IOI"y always judges (he caesars who Ir)' 10
appropriate whal is God's as Ibe bad guys.
So me and William Tell and Daniel, I'm
in good company.

Ott, llllllfChy, serious black cape beatded
bomb lhrowing lWU'Chy as a resolution 10
the world lhrtaIening social sys1ernS such
as I propose has a real hislOrical, well, aI
leasl biblical, precedelll! (It does? It
does!)

So ~ke all lhese social orden built !he
bomb, they can really fuck up Ihe world if
!hey try nr ir !hey just oops, sony, we
pushed !he wrong OOnons. Ynu dig?
Well, fucking up the whole world ain'l
supposed 10 be up 10 man, ii'S me

province of God. I meam lite Ihe whole
concept is such a conlJ'adiclion in 1eImS.
social nrder producing humankind', oJti­
male chaos. Ok. so il happened before,
and here's Ihe example God set for us.

Long ago in Babel !hey decided 10 build
a greallOwer to gel 10 beaven. Well, like
!his pissed God off and God decided il
.... uncooI ... came down and ""' ooIy
ruclted up !he lOwer, but (Sllfe changed
everybody's speech so like no one could
communicale.

So much for the established mililary in·
dustrial complex, !he palrian:haI ,y,tem,
Republicans, DemocralS, socialislS, Nazis,
commies, social order, DOIhing but anar­
chism. God helps !hose woo help dIem­
selves. I propose Ihe bomb is the new
Tower of Babel, an afftonl 10 God's
heaven (and OW' lives). And we should
lear Ihe whole thing down, fuck il up or
kick il over. No business as usual, no
business aI aU. Anarchy lhe shil OUI of
!hose ruckas tiD !hey fight us 2A boon a
day, 7 days a week and run QUI of money.
I don'l care if we bring il 10 a scn:eching
hall and have 10 live in caves and lCCpees
and don'l reinvem the airplane for anoIher
SOOO yean. In fact, that's my plan. Sorry
I see "anarchist organizations" as a con·
uadiction in 1eI1DS, bUI for practicality 10
be willing 10 acquiesce to collectives Ute
tribes or something. See, I'm noI like
radical or anything. So dig, go on a
Rambo, pull rue alanns, smash windows
(the tinkling of breaking glass is musK: 10

my ears), light Ihe dumpster on fire. ice
pick a cop car's tires, smoke dope, break
Ihe law, help OIher people al all times,
reed !he ....., heal !he sick (!hey busted
Jesus for IhaI one), and send me papers.

Thanks,
Ras
ro-yt-

171< ........ described-.. klt6 will
resldJ in serious retaliation and repres­
sion agaiJut bolh ,Ite person engaging ill
,he acts and the conuruulity 10 wllich they
belong. We asJ.: ,ha, people rmllk abolU
and understand rhe consequences of ,heir
acrions.

Sincerely,

Chris,opher Alice. for rhe KIO collective.

FREE AVI NAFfEL

Dear friends,
Avi Naflel is an anarchist who is serv­

ing a 2S·yeM senlence in Ihe Arizona
Slate Penitentiary 81 Florence. Avi is a
citizen of Ihe United Kingdom and is el·
igible for uansfer 10 thai. counlr)' under
Ihe Council of Europe Convention for Ihe
T....rer d Sen1enUd Persons. Upoo
nnsfu 10 Ibe UnilCd Kingdom, Avi will
poIentiaUy be eligible for immediale
release, since the receiving counlr)' can
shorten a prisoner's sentence 10 reneel
senlenCes for similar offenses in thai
country. AVI has now spent five yean of
his life in prison in Arizona. With a
IJ'aIIs(er back 10 England, Avi Naflel could
be a free man.

So far, prison aulhorities in England
seem wiDing 10 accepllbe uansfu but lbe
process is being blncked by Arizona
prison offIcials. WhaI is needed now is
some public poessure 00 Arizona officials
as well as support for cooperative ofTlCials
in !he Uniral Kingdom, I would like 10
ask you to lake a few minUleS OIA of your
busy lives to wrille a leiter 10 Ibe officials
listed below asking for Avi's cramfer.
leuers don't necessarily have 10 be typed
•• a quick handwritten DOle is far beuer
than nothing aI all. If you only have Ihe
time, energy and/or posIage for one or IwO
Iellers, the Arizona (rison offICials are
rtrsl priority. For Ihose of you with lois of
time and energy,local officials and media
areothe<goodlargelS.

Lo.."
800B Highbctget/Fl<e Avi NaReI!
PO Box 1313
L.awr<nce, KS
66044 USA

Plcase send Iea<rs 10:
Mr. sam Lewis. DiJ<anr
Dir<cto<, Arizona Dept or Conectioos
1601 Wesl Jelfenon
Phoenix, AZ g5007 USA

Mr. Phillip T. White, Director
Offtee of Int'l Affairs
Criminal Division
PO Box 7412 Ben Franklin Slation
WashinglOn, OC 20044 USA

For 'hose who wa1tl more infOrmtltWlI on
A.w's case. write 10 Boog at lite abow
address. YOII: will receive a mmpk sup­
pon leller. a dbclor's repon on ,he
oppreuiw condiJiollS wi,hin ,he F/Qrence •
prison. and a knu from Avi ltimself
apIailting DmOng other I1ungs ,Ite
circJUfU'tUlces of Itis arresl. YOII can also
wrire directly 10 A.vi; his address is: Avi
No/'el. PO Box B-45287. Florence. AZ
85232. USA.

ERRATA

Due 10 an error in pasle-up, Glynis
Sherwood's name was left orr as me
transcriber and editor of GlUUdian of rhe
Dream: An Oral History wirh A.rr
Berrhelot. Our apologies and lhanks to
Glynis for all the hard work involved.

Quuas of Heart, a new series of mini·
albums are now available from Heart
Throb Records. Hean Throb '1 rcalWeS
Vi Subversa and Richard Famous of
Poisongirls fame. For more information,
wril< 10: Heart~ R<cords, 201
HainIuII Road, London, E.II lEU, U.K.

SPEl-'TACULAR TIMES
S__ 1llIIes,aS_
pubIishipc projocI. _ lIS 10 lei oar
....... knnw lIbout !heir pWed. _

an,b-ideo maICrials. To r«ei.., a copy or
!heir calaIoguc, wril< 10: SpedaC1l1ar
Tim.., Box 99, FJ<cdom Pross, 84b,
Whil<Capel High Slree~ Londnn EI 7QX,
England.

Lesbian Mother Charged With Abduc:·
lion

Gayle Bezaire was the flrsl lesbian
mother in Canada 10 win custody of her
children. Howevu, Ihe custody was con·
ditional •• she could noI have a lover.
Gayle soon lost CUSIOdy of her children
because she had a relationship with a
woman. Custody of the children was
awarded to the father. Gayle appealed the
coon's decision and last, despile prescnl·
ing evidence lhal the father had been
abusing Ihe children. During a visil wilh
her children in 1980, Gayle discovered
runher evidence of physical and sexual
abuse. In November, 1980, Gayle was
charged wilh abduction. In December,
1985, Gayle surrendcmllO the police in
Windsor (her ex-husband', home). She
was charged with harbouring and ab­
duction and now faces up to 50 years im·
prisonment

Gayle', trial is scheduled ror May 281b,
1987.10 a.m. in the Supeme Court al 361
Universily Avenue in ToronlO. II would
be greal1y appr<ciated if supponen would
attend Ihe uiaI as a show of SOlidarily.
The original CUSlndy order _IS a
breach of all women's civil righlS IS Ies·
bians and mocbers mel acts as an iUus­
Inltion or !he legal sysIeI1l', respnnse 10
so-called "marginal" peoples. All pr0­

gressive groups and individuals can aid in
Gayle's defense. To conb'ibu1e 10 Gayle's
defense fund, please wrile and send
donations 10:

GayleB.ezaire
151 Gerrard Sl E.
Toronto, Ontario

M5A2FA
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