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Transcription, Editing and Introduc-
llm_hy Glynis Sherwood

Lizzie Borden, a New York filmmaker,
Vsited Toronto in September 1986 when
her film, Wﬂrh‘ug Girls. an empathelic

I of p ion as an i
c.hnd’c.e premicred ot the anmual Festival
of Festivals. Working Girls ix Lizzie Bor-
den's second full-length feature movie.
Her first fiim, Born in Flames, depicis a
futuristic scenario where a varlety of
feminixt groupy, from underground radio
staflons 1o anti-rape  Sgquads, 0 a
Wemen's Army, attempt to revolutionize
dnciery along rodical feminist lines. KIO
gollpctive members, Alexandra Devon and

 Catherine Tammare, inerviewed Lizsie
Borden during hér siay in Toronto.

Lizzie Borden has adopted o sirong
dntf-tensorship stance which is critical of
the anti-parnography movement, Her po-
Sitinn Wlusirates the divisions in the femi-
mist movement in response o both the
negative images of women conveyed by
mainstream pornography and the over-
whelming ability of the mate 1o silence
ariistic expression. The KIO collective,
while abkarring governmént interference
inany area of life, including censorship,
dlvo acknowledges many of the arguments
dnd analysis put forward by the ant-
Pornography movement. The goal should
be not 1o enhance differences by siding
With any pariicular “camp®, but to find
ways of dealing with and eradicating mis-

. agny. in any form, while rejecting censor-

. whip 5a that we may be free o create our
own images as feminist filmmakers such
ar Lizzie Borden have begun o do.

Alexandra Devon: Tell us how you came
1 your current views on prostitution,
Lirzie Borden: My interest in prostitution
and my coming 1 o totally differcnt
 Opimtort aboat (¢ (ocCurred when] T began
. to mect women who really “worked®, 1
|hndmh=df=lmpabml.ll:lnn-pmq
rIpllr movement from the beginning be-
] cause it seemed oo morlistic and a litle
1o contemptuous of imagery without
secing how it worked. Also, there was o
holy attitude that 1 objected . But when |
steed 10 meet women who actually
"worked™ I began o see that it was wrong
to see them as victimized or degraded.
The more women | met, and the more
houses 1 visited - it was mostly brothels
that T visited because those were the
women | met -~ the more | realized that
they did not fitinto the stereotype 1 had of
working girls. They didn't wear shon
skins or stiletto heels, they looked like
any of us and they worked in houses and
they chose to do it for many, many rea-
sons.

" There was a lot of controversy when
Not A Love Story came outl in the
Sutes, and | actually was very critical of
that film because I felt that what it did
wits make women who worked in the sex
mdustry feel as if they were doing some-
thing wrong. There are a lot of women
wha are victimized by prostitution obvi-
ously: for example, an under-aged girl ar-
rving 81 Grand Central Station caught up
by a pimp and put out inlo the streel is
victimized. However that comprises only
1 small porcentage of women who work ag
prosttues.

When Not A Love Story came oot with
that back 1o nature mentality — you know
Tmecy Lee cavorting along the beach ot
the end of the film and everything is back
10 normal - the idea of an awakening 0 a
choice was one thing, but a lot of women
have chosen to work as prostitates. For
me it’s an economic choice in this culture,
where work is so abominable most of the
tme. To choose 1o work two 1o three
shifiz s week as a prostitute and make the
sme money or more as working a fony or

nnymmmwmu:wrkus

somebody’s Deld of ptssm s0 that ils
maorally dispiriting, is a real choice. Obvi-

ously in a future society where we would
rethink the work ethic maybe there's a
way that not only prostilution won't exist,
but people can choose to work at the
things they want 1o work at, Basically, my
film Working Girls is about the idea of a
woman choosing prostitution as an eco-
nomic choice and not being pushed into it
She doesn’t have a daddy problem, she
doesn’t have any psychological problems,
she doesn’t hate men, she docsn't have
any axe 10 grind, in termis of doing it, ex-
cept for the fact that she wanis her own
time. The other thing that 1 found oo is
that there are some prostilutes who love
their work, there are others who 1oleraie
it, but it's not that it's burting them
tremendously.

There aren’t many women -- there are
some but no more than the ordinary
woman in the strects ~ who gel raped, at-
tacked and hurt. Prostitutes are more visi-
ble in the streeis so the percentage of
rapes and attacks is relatively higher. But
what practically every movie aboul pros-
titutes makes us think ks that a hooker is a
walking target, and there are so many
prostitutes hurt by the end of these movies
that you think it's the unsafest profession
in the world, Women are smarter than
that. There are a Jot of safety mechanisms
involved. What 1 found out about brothels
is that there were safety mechanisms

inst violence in many forms from
“lohns”, but also from the police. There
was a direct line o the police station in
case somchody problematic came in, Say
a customer had a gun or something, then
they could buzz the police station. These

most ordinary women, they're more edu-
cated about their bodies,

‘The major problem | saw was a bit of
schizophrenia, if anything. You know just
that sense of being touched/not being
touched, having a sense where you have
to do work and somchow cul your body
off from feeling. There was an incredible
labyrinth-like ability of these women 1o
have another working name and then,
when they leave work, become them-
selves again. Some of them had really de-
cent relationships with lovers, male or
female. Some of them had problems of
course but who doesn’t in' this culuure.
Also | found that in & brothel a lot of the
codes and ritunls reproduce what we sce
in heterosexual social codes and rituals in
places other than in a brothel, like singles
bars. Any kind of a job that 2 woman has
where she services mostly men has many,
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she wants money, she’ll be able, during
that hour or half-hour, to do her job as
well or not as well as she can, She has a
commodity o she can choose the condi-
she docsn't sce, the amount of involve-
m-—ummmmwmm
Tent, not 1o sell, it's an
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mising groups.
makmsa film itself was a political pro-
cess for me. Born In Flames came out of
a lot of the inequalities I saw when 1 came
10 New York. Also, the alicrmative move-
ments - the gay movement, the women's"
m:wmmt — were very divided and ro-

mlaamuwwwnymm
Madam, just a5 a pimp would be the en-
emy because of the profiting off the bod-
jes of the workers, So it ends up being like
a regular efmployment situation. | didn’t
sew it as that much different, always trying
1o get the most work for the least retum,
OfF course, the girls in the house try (o re-
dress that imbalance by ripping off the
Madam -~ not counting their sessions, not
wm.mg down the right number of hours,

AD How did you become a feminise?

LB: Around 1972, 1 got really interested
in what could be said 10 be the beginnings
of radical feminism. It just brought ev-
erything together for me. Somchow the
whole Vietnam thing was so male ori-
ented, and a lot of the issues were aboot
men, The women's movement brought
things together in such a vital way that [
was able 10 start 1o see parallels in almost
every other polmcal mum (run lms

many parallels o p Wail

ing, being a stewardess, being a PR per-
son, working on many levels |, like in the
music industry, you have to servioe men.
A lot of the exchanges | thought were re-
ally similar, For instance, "Would you
like 10 sit down, make yourself comfort-
able, can | get you something 1o drink,”
etc. That was shocking o me in a way
when | first saw the paraliel.

When 1 finished this film, a feminist
came up to me and said, "How can yoo do
this, this is very anti-feminist, your stance
is anti-feminist.” People :aymg you are
making an apology for i ne-

war
other countries, -ll af that, but through m:
viewpaint of feminism.

Al that point | was a painier and an ari
eritic, when 1 first came 1o New York, and
then realized that | didn't like the visual
and the verbal so separated. T was really
jealous of people making films. 1 would
sce people making films, like Goddard,
and think, *I'm really jealous of this.” So
then 1 thought, "OK, 1 should be making
films if I'm responding this way." So
taught mysell everything. | just decided
that I'd had too much of school — school

fusing to see it asan equivalent exchange,
What [ tried 1o do in Working Girls was
w show that Maolly, the lead characier, or
the other women, but especially Mally
because we follow her throughout the
whole day, is not exploited by the men.
It’s an even exchange, and there's a lot of
humour and even some compassion back
and forth. She knows what she's getting,

had yed art for me, neally. I knew
oo much about it I didn't want to leam
anything sbout film other than what 1
needed to know — 10 shoot, do sound and
edic. 1 loved editing, it's s0 much like
writing, and I became good at it so that |
wias able 1o support myself as a film editor
- usually small films and documentaries,
Making a film was a way w0 get in-
volved politically. | never was involved in

i the divisions of the
mmmﬂ&lmm
still very isolated from white women, who
were very isolsted from Latin and Asian
women, who were invisible, So that was
one of the things | was interested in doing
Born In Flames sbout. [ began to be in-
volved with Black women for the purpose
of making the film. I wanied o construct
a paradigm that I didn't see happening in
the culture. For me, film is a political ex-
ploration. I'm totally not involved politi-
cally except in so for as | make films. 1
mean 1 don't go 1o meetings, 1 don't go 1o
anything! But the films are a way to have
a reason 1o be involved. The film about
prostitution is the same thing. That, as op-

1o being overily political, it is, in
[act, still a very political film because it is
asserting a position. Every time you assert
a position it has to be somehow standing
against some dominant position you see of
somchow trying o present another way
in. I don’t know why, I think 1 felt that 1
could be more influential or helplul or
make & stronger statement by making a
film, I'm really bad at meetings, I'm bad
at pancls, my bmin stops working, Al-
though 1 sign petitions, I may have gone
1o maybe one march in my life. Some-
times 1 feel guilty, T go "maybe I'm not
politically involved enough”, But making
films is all about exploring an issue that [
find absolutely fascinating and difficul
That's my way o motivate myself, 1o stan
w do research and explore it, and 1 put
mysell totlly within it In Born In
Flames | was totlly within the frame-
work of what it's about. The women in-
volved in it were who they really were. By
doing the film I leamed a lou 1 always
wani to do a film about something | know
nothing about and use that process w edu-
cate myself. So that 1o me is my main rea-
sof.
Catherine Tammaro: [ wanted 0 ask
you @ couple of questions about your vi-
sual concerns in the film Born In Flames.




I'm a painter mysell, and you mentioned
that you staried oul as a painter and then
gave il up to make film. What were your
visual concems in that film, and do you
feel that they were well carried through or
well represented? Were you  perhaps
making 3 political statement by the visual
sparseness of the film?

LB: Born In Flames was a response 1o
having very little money. The film was
done for no more than $40,000 and no less
than $30,000 over a period of four or five
years. | couldn't pay people very much,
and | had 1o do it over a long period of
time, so my acsthetic had 10 be about
grabbing images, and gening them with-
oul worrying about & well-defined acs-
thetic which would combine everything.
Stanting from an sesthetic of “cheapness”
1 then had w0 develop a kind of visual
sesthetic which | decided was going to be
montage2, | decided that 1 would not
worry sbout what cach individual fooked
like, but really try 10 creale an energy
about the juxtposition of images. |
couldn't worry that people gained and lost
twenty pounds from one six month period
1o another, or that they shaved their heads
o did strange things. | had 10 somehow
manage to bind together a lot of images
without having people worry too much
aboul that. The structure of it also repro-
duced a lot of political ideas that were at
he botom of Born In Flames. [ couldn’t
have an acsthetic unity based on consis-
tent lighting, continuity and all of that be-
canse that wasn't what the film was about.

It was so much about discontinuity and
dysfunction. It was about different groups
somehow coming together and the explo-
sion of when that happened. | thought
much more shout disgonais, as opposed (o
horizoniuls or verticals or anything that
would lead to continuity of visual expeni-
ene.

You try 1o make virtues out of your
problems, and with Born *~ Flames 1 re-
ally tried to do that It would have been
impossible otherwise, because so much of
the film was constructed in the editing. 1
would get a plece of something where
there was no script 10 start with. So much
of it was trying 1o be open 1o what the
idess of these women 1 was working with,

In Working Girls 1 had 10 have a com-
pletely different visial sesthetic. | had
$100,000 for production, and that in itsalf
is not very much. But when 1 decided 1
was going 10 make the film all ke place
in onc day | knew that 1 had 1o have a very
good looking image that was very con-
trolied, otherwise people would get tired
of locking at it. | couldn’t use any kind of
wild editing really. It actually surprises
me sometimes because people say, “Oh

my god, Working Girls doesn’t look
anything like Born In Flames, like
shock.” But each idea has its own needs.
Wild shooting would have been too sub-
jective. Born In Flames is all about sub-
jectivity, really. With Born In Flames,
what seemed 10 me interesting was 10 try.
1o get something very raw whether or not
people really belicved in il a5 actors or
not. They were never iniended o be ac-
tors. But they were almost playing out
their fantasies of the characiers, some

where between who they were and nho
they fantasized themsclves as being. In
‘Working Girls it was strictly aciors. I
was really lucky 1o get Loaise Smith who
played the lead role of Molly because she
had to do a lot"of very hard work. In fact
we did a week and a halfl of bedroom
scenes and she really felt like a hookes.
By the end she did everything. She is a
nice Catholic girl who'd never been in a
film and had never taken her clothes ofl
before. But she was so willing 1o streich
herself 1o the experience. What was inter-
esting 1o me in dealing with actors was
overcoming their prejudices of what
"working” girls were. They came 10 ro-
hearsals in stilettos and | made them all go
1o the real place that the film was based

on and apply for a job s0 they could soe
what the girls who really worked there
locked like, what the Madam was like,
and they changed their opinion

The reason 1 didn"t want to do a docu-
mentiry was that 1 folt that | would deal
with a Jot of restrictions, and [ alsp
wanted 0 go ino the bedroom and de-
mystify the sex that happens in that pros-
tituges"John" relationship -- | couldn’t
have done that in o documentary, 1 did a
lot of research snd forged ahead. A friend
of mine worked in a particular brothel on
24th Street and [ went in there with a tape
recarder and ook notes, and met women
and even clients. They weren't defensive
since | wasn't going 1o use them -- their
images, 1 was going 1o base chamcters on
them and then spend a lot of time writing
the script.
AD: I've heard in number of articles you
described as an anarcha-feminist. Are you
in fact an anarcha-feminist? Is this a label
people have put on you? Are you com-
fortable with it?
LB: I'm comfloriable with it by process of
elimination because 1 never quite figured
out what it s, but [ feel closer w it than
any other political identification. I'm so
critical of any kind of organized left wing
jumt because of burcaucracy really be-
coming another class, and the relationship
of women to whatever organized left there
is. So the idea of anarchism has always

appealed to me simply because it's always
calling into question that which is. 1
somehow see anarchism as that. [ see it as
not necessarily excluding different polin-
cal identifications. For example, on one
issue it might be possible 1o side with a
socialist stance, on another issue a very
Western stance. But the thing aboul snar-
chism is that it allows you not 1o have 10
be over-programmed. The other thing is
about feminists. What gets me now is
people saying that they're not feminist
anymore, Feminism is such a mild word
for how Fconsider myself, that I'm abso-
lutely a feminist Anarcha-feminism o me
has always been about stirring things up.
You iry (o constantly ask those questions
which will prevent stasis from seiting in.
Even ot the expense of sometimes being
seen as contradictory or saying things that
g0 against what you said a year before or
a minute bofore. For me it's a process. We
all know what's wrong with Wesiern cap-
imlism and we all kmow what's wrong

with the extreme lefi, 5o anarcha-femi-
nism - it just seems 0 be the only viable
identification, if one is 10 identify at all.
AD: Would you tell us some of the prob-
lems you've had with your films gening
censored,

LB: When Born In Flames came out |
went through this big thing with (he
[Ontanio] Censor Board. The mme thing
occurred with my "dick shois® in Work-
ing Girls. This ycar it"s been pretty ootra-
geous because the film was appealed, then
they decided T had 1o make one cut. Since
1 had to make that cut for American dis-
tribution, I said alright. Ax it ums out, [
Jjust put tape over that scene. But in a way
the controversy about the censorship of
my film made it possible for the Andy
Warhol film, which has iwenty-cight min-
utes of a blow job, o just breeze right
through. That | resent tremendously,

But the irony is that censorship by the
economic mavet is just as strong. No
distributer is going to take my film unless
I cut that scene oul. They say, “Fine, you
can have that shot in your flm but we're
Just mot going to distribute iL" And if it
doesn"t get distributed it doesn’t get seen.
So, in fact, that's a form of censorship as
well. [ feel that a lot of feminist issues get
cut down in the markei place, It's fine to
deal with cenain issues and people say,
*Sure, go right ahcad.” But it's harder 10
et grants, it's harder 1o get the film seen
and you get tom apart totally, It's some-
thing which 1 feel is highly contradictory
and docs end up being a form of censor-
ship. Here in Canada at least it's overt,
you know what your fighting against,
which is the only advantage. Sull it's hard
because it means nobody can see things.
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In the US, there is at least a chance, you
know what the situation is. You can al-
wiays put somecthing up and have some
people come 10 see L

AD: What were you Irying 1o sy aboat
feminism in Born in Flames?

LB: One of the points of Born In Flames
was about "feminisms™ - the plural mther
than the singular. That's been the problem
of some political movements and femi-
nism 100 — the idea that you have to cod-
ify a platform. There arc a million fem-
nisms, there are a million types of differ-
ent women who consider (hemselves
feminists but don't have the same agenda.
The idea of plumlity as- opposed io
democracy is something that is really, re-
ally difficulr. Especially where there's

100, of the melting pot, To melt 1ogether,
10 become umform, to agfee O6 3 U
form, Tt will never exist and there's no
reason 1o have it exist. In fact, one of the
bsues, in 1emms of moe, 15 how do you al-
low, encourage, appreciate racial sulon-
omy with all of is distinctions, and at the
same time not discriminate bocause of all
those things? How do you allow people 10
not feel that they have to conform 1o a
white feminist program? One of the things
about Born In Flames was that cach of
the different sub groups, the Black under-
ground radio sation, the white under-
ground radio station worked  jogether
without losing their autonomy. For me it
seems really imponmant o make those
links. That was also a response 1o a lot of
NOW3 platforms. NOW was afraid 1o
have lesbians work with them. They were
afraid 10 have this group and that group
because of onc national image that they
were promoting, which | thought was
highly damaging and still is.

Now all of a sudden everything has
wound up in the women against pomog-
raphy movement, at beast antil a few years
ago. It ends op being an issue that people
have to feel one way on, Then there’s a lot
of hatred against the women who try 10
have another viewpoint. So that the An-
drea Dworkind types are totally against
the women who are saying, "Hey look we
don’t want 1o be censared.” Then there's
the women who are much more ex-
ploratory in terms of sexual practice. It
enids up tearing cverything apan - which
is great -~ the modia loves it! 1t allows
potent movements 10 be so diffused that
nothing can happen. That's scary!

CT: I wanted to ask you a question about
the white rmdio station in Dorn In
Flames, It's a different topic but appro-
priate in terms 'of a wider vision of anar-
cha-feminism. Adele (the disk jockey)
makes a3 statement about the retwrn of a
female prophet, about a spirit. What are
your feelings on spirituality and how they
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fit in with a onified vision of anarcha-
feminism?

LE: | don’" lmmkthcm:sanyrl.ungmoa
unified vision of anarcha-f That

kmow it as an artist. When you're writing.
you have an idea and every lintle bit of
your being tingles. That feeling can also
be expanded (o larger things. Even seeing

character, the female prophet, she's very
much like that in any case, as a represen-
tative of a kind of anistpoet type. What
generates a lot of poctry is some kind of a
connection (o notions of spirit. It's not a
political notion so much as an artistic one.
She's body who very housk:
within the film kept saying something dif-
ferent. She was identificd first with Arabs
and she had a headdress on. Then she had
com rows, and then it was reggae stuff,
and then it was rock. So it was all about
that kind of shifting identification which
is very suspect. | wanted her to not be this
person you could wtally identify with, but
somebody who was hopping all over the
spectrum of what was possible. To deal
with some of the ideas; because that's in
fuct how people learn and how people
grow within any sort of anistic imagina-
tion. Her sources would have been very
different from the Black underground
woman whose source wohld be much
more a sont of local oppression, a centain
kind of way of secing. Her specches came

those anti-rape marches with everyone
with candles — there's something so ex-
traordinary.

For me spirituality is also about ses-
thetics, There is something of beauty that
has 1o transcend the ugliness and sense of
despair that you see. That's why at the
end of Born In Flames, Adcle says this
thing about turning shit into gold, which is
her own formulation. She's a wacky per-
son, she's so much playing herself in that
film and she wrote her own stuff. One of
the things 1 liked 10 do with people was to
have them, well some of them, say what
they wanted to, So Adele would come one
day dressed one way and speaking one
thing, That's the way that kind of person
is. She reminded me of a lot of artists that
I knew. There is & “devil-may-care™ and
even what one may call political irrespon-
sibility on the part of the anist. I'm at-
tracted 1o that, on the one hand, because a
more considered, responsible position can
sometimes be more solid but it can also be
adrag. | sow that element in the women's

a lot from X5 but P o
feminism, whereas Adele, the artistfpoet,
was all over the place. It was all about
music 1o, and what music generaed and
the kind of poctry that spontancously
comes out of Life’s events. So, in fact,
Adele was very anarchist becouse her re-
sponse 1o everything was (otally sponta-
neous, [t was, "1 feel like saying this, and
1feel like saying it ight now.”,

1 personally have been such an atheist
all my life that 1 have no views on spiri-
wal stull, except in so far as passion is
spiritual, or the need to make something is
spiritual, and the need 1o come together is

bigger than the sum of its pans. Not that
there’s an external goal - 1 don’t belicve
in "The Goddess”, [ don't believe in any
of those things, because | never have. I've
never had a God that 1 had 1o shift w
Goddess. But | think spirit is abowt a
sense of somcthing  greater, and that
greater can be what gives you the courage
o keep fighting in the face of a lot of
cynicism. So, for me, that's the only spir-
izl knowledge or feeling of passion 1
have, which is transcendence of & current
situation and hope. It's the hope that sends
a spark when you do come together with
other people. There is a sense of power.
S0 spirimality is that kind of power, not
power over but power to-transform, That's
a magical fecling in & way. But you also

One can become a prisoner of
logic.

One of the reasons 1 decided to concen-
trate on work was that, as 1 said before, so
much of the work in this culure is spiritu-
ally draining. It flatens you out, there is
no spirit. You give time for so little return
that it’s horifying, That diminishment of
spirit is something which 1 was concerned
about, That's a point that 1 wanted 10
mutke in Working Girls. There were a lot
of things [ know that | wanted (o have
read throogh without necessarily having

sex, if you can make so much more
money that way. I really think that it's a
choice in this culiure, It's something that
pwpk just can’t have a ready moral

is extremely dangerous is for any woman
to have the scarlet "A” on her who has
happened 10 work as a prostitute for any
length of time -~ for six months, for six
years, for her life. To be scen as a fallen
or degraded person or woman is a horor,
That has 1o be revised, simply because for
others o decide who is degraded and who
isn"t is really hard.

When people ask me why Working
Girls is feminist, my feeling is that

women have w control our images and
prostitution, too, If prostitution exists in
this culture -- and it has existed and prob-
ably will exist for o very long time — we
can't just say it's bad, that it's fecding
into the male trip of power over women.
If it exists, we as women cannol only
control the images of prostitution, but all
of the works about it — for example,
movies. Il women in prostitution can be
seen u8 nol necessarily victims, or if, in
fact, some of them can be allowed in this
culture to achieve a position of strength, it
can only help. It's a feminist position,
women being powerful in any area is
feminist. Even within prostitution, if one
can say 3,000 years from now hopefully
there will be no prostitution that's great,
we all hope that. As long as it's here we
need 1o deal with those images a little bit
differently. I'm just so tired of some of
these movies — high class call girls or
street hookers who are addicts. There's a
million kinds of prostitution just like there
a million kinds of feminism. But what
happens is that the media makes it look
like there's one kind, one judgment upon
it, and that's simply not true. We don't
deal with one kind of businessman or one
kind of secretary,

LB: Anyone who knows women who
"work” would have a different opinion
than muinstream portmyals of prostitu-
tion, Men who have gone 1o prostitutes
have a different opinion, It's the people
who have never had any experience that
buy into pictures of prostitutes in the me-
din, which is a litle much.

AD: What is next for you?

LLB: I have a lot of ideas but it's hard w
talk shout it right now becanse | just fin-
ished Working Girls for the Cannes Fes-
tivalb in May and haven't had a lot of
time 1o evolve other ideas. I've been
writing — I'm a slow writer, | always like
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some ideas. One is about a reform school,
the other is about a Black jazz musician
who discovers a cure for drug addiction,
There's these different ideas. The drug
addiction/jazz musician one is about a two
million dollar movie — God knows where
Tcould get that money.

The reform school one, actually written
by Adele who plays the punk in Born In
Flames, is based on her experiences in re-
form school. It might be a reform school
musical. That's another example of
stereotyping too — reform school movies
are usually horrible, they're real snake
pits. Even the Miles Edderling film
Scrubbers that everybody loves, T really
didn’t like. Adele was moaning on the
Noor saying, "I"s not like that.” So these
things ‘are being written, and in some
cases ['m helping with an overall plot and
somebody else is writing it, or I'm co-
writing it

The other idea | have is the exploration
of the sexual relationship of two people
over the age of fifty-five because nobody
ever secs sex between older people. I'm
interested in all these things, but which
happens first is so much a question of fi-
nancing at this point. 1'll never not make
movies; if 1 have to I'll go back 10 the
Born In Flames way which is w shoot
once @ month. You begin to leam that
there are ways of getting movies made

- and it’s based a lot on scripts and who you

g0 0. Working Girls should make it
casier. So one of these will be next
Hopefully not too many years in the
futre. [

NOTES

1. Not A Love Story, a Canadian-made film,
circa 1952, is both an expose and condemaation of
pomography and the sex indusry = 8 form of

10 go ino areas of the forbi w0 it will
be something - 1'm not sure.

At this point too T think that what hap-
pens is the more films 1 make, and the
more expensive they become, the more |
start 1 see what a financially restricting
position T am in. You can’t get grants that
will allow you to make films. You have o
deal with ideas that can be a litle bit
commercial, bat I don't want to deal with
things only on the basis of commercial-
ism. You start to wonder how practical it
can be to make films,

1 would also not be adverse 10 working
on someone else’s scnpu if 1 got a script
that was interesting, just because with the
last two films 1've either writien them in
the editing room or, as with Working
Girls, writien the scripts myself. I do have

3. NOW (e National Organimation for
Women) in & powesful US womens® lobby group
with 8 membership comprised of millions.

4 Andres Dworkin s the suthor of many radi-
cal feminint works, inchading the well-known Min-
neapolis snti-pomography  legiilation which war
adopied then repealed rocently in thas American city.
% Malcodm X war 2 Black nationalin orator
who was something of a competitor in the early 60
with Dr. Mantin Luther King (unlike King, he sdvo-
csted lbesstion “by any mesas Wm )|I.|

ination i 1965 is beli

anit by agemts of the police or by former Black Muos-
lirm asvoiazes.

6 The Cannes Film Fesuval is a0 ansual
megi-event held i France, which premieres, and
grans awards to, big budges mainatream films, and
accasicnally aiermative films, primarily from Euarope
and North Ametica. [
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Editorial

Anarcha-Feminism: The
Power to Transform

by Alexandra Devon

"Power 1o no one, and 1o every one; o
each the power over his/her own life, and
no others.”l This milying cry of the
Women's Liberntion movement of the
early scventics is an inherently anarchas-
feminist statement. It focuses on “pawer
over” (in whatever form it takes) as the
problem and individual and community
empowerment as the solution. Not all
feminists have shared this antipathy to
“power”. While feminisis have longed for
and worked wowards the “withering away
of male power”, many of these women
have longed 1o share this power whether
in the corporate boardroom or stale offices
of a capitalist or socialist socicty. This is
only one of the splits which divide
feminists and which shows that while
women share 8 common opprestion, we
do not share all the same oppressions. For
example, the concems of working class
women, leshians, Native women, women
of colour, differcnily-abled women would
not be served by & group of white middle-
class able-bodied women getting into
positions of power, Not only do we not
share all of the same oppressions, we do
not share & common vision. While
feminists have identified many of the
symptoms which make the body politic
sick, we have been less unanimoos in
prescribing a cure or even a definition of
what constitutes health. We agree that
patriarchal astitudes and institutions are
the problem but do not really agree on
what the “patrisrchy” is and how w0 do
away with it. Many feminists have had

experiences which demonstrate
how far apart we actually are on many
basic promises.

‘When ot a meeting of feminists dis-
cussing the peace movement, | suggested
that, as feminists, we could make a unigue
contribution 1o the peace movement by
linking wp with cur sisters in the East o
criticize both the patriarchy in the USSR
as well as the US, | was so soundly
denounced by the five group leaders of
the workshop as a "cold warrior”™ that 1
bogan 10 feel the full force of the siogan

“sisterhood is powerful”. In many feminist
groups and communitics, there's more
hicrarchy, hidden agondas, star worship,
disorimination and lack of auention to
process than one would think is sisterly
possible. A more thoroagh-going analysis
of power on a personal and political level,
an explicitly annrchist critique, would go
far wward improving feminist process,
strategy, and the creation of a future
vision. The movement which gave binh o
the slogan, “the personal is political,” and
which has raised awarcness of many
different  types of oppression among
women, needs 10 be more self-conscious
in recognizing that power in all forms is
the problem and not simply the patriarchal
manifestation of iL,

In this issue we have tried 10 show how

cach other. While the other hyphenated
feminisms are more widely known and
written about, anarcha-feminism is un-
known to many who might be sympathetic
to it. Susan Brown's theoretical aricle
offers o definition of anarcha-feminism
and compares it with radical and socialist-
feminism. Although very few women
identify as anarcha-feminists, the anarcha-
feminist impulse is not new or mare; it
exists whenever a feminist sensibility
rebels against the power of the state or
patriarchal oppression in a spirit which
sees all jon as reprehensible (see
“The Herstory of Anarcha-Feminism”),

This issue of KIO is not homogencous.
“There are many differcnces of opinion and
approaches; not all wriiers or those
writien about are anarcha-feminists, nor is
this issue the lost word on the subject.
Anarcha-feminism is  wvery much a
developing ficld of thought. Aside from
herstory, theory and analysis, you'll find
in these articles sadness, rage, and hope;
it"s in the spirit of the Laer that we offer
this issue to you. OO

1. "Lilith’s Manifesto” from WOMEN: A
Journal of Women's Liberation (Fall
1970%.
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Why Anarcho-

by L. Susan Brown

INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS ANAR-
CHISM?

To most people, anarchists are men in
long dark coats who throw bombs and as-
sassinate presidents. In centrist and right
wing newspapers, the words chaos and
anarchy are used interchangeably as if the
words are synonymous, Marxist commu-
nisis #lso misconstrue and (wist the phi-
losophy and politics of anarchy, Karl
Marx himself accused anarchism of being
o bourgeois movement!, which, in a
Marxist sense, is to condemn it 10 counter-
revolutionary status. [ woald like (o argoe
that anarchism is none of these things,
and that it is essential for women's libera-

s anarchy? Anarchy means, lit-
¥ ithout a ruler”2, Central 1o an-
archist thought is the conviction that hier-
archy and domination must be eliminated
from our social and political  relations.
According to the noted Amencan anar-
chist Emma Goldman, anarchy
..stands for the liberation of the hu-
man mind from the - dominion of reli-
ghon; the liberation of the human
body. from the dominion of propeny;
liberation from the shackles and re-
straint of government, Anarchism
stands for a social order based on the
free grouping of individuals for the
purpose of producing real social
wealth; an order that will guamantee 1o
overy human being free access 1o the
carth and full enjoyment of the ne-
cessities of life, acconling o individ-
ual desires, tastes, and inclinations.3
Anarchists engage in active stuggle
against all forms of domination ar hicrar-
chy, whether it be the state over individu-
als, individusls over other individuals,
men OVer women, of humans over nature.

ANARCHISM AND EXISTEN-
TIALISM

It could be argued that anarchism con-
tains within itself an unrealistic view of
the ahbilitics of human beings to live to-
gether  harmoniously.  This argument
Iacks both imagination and courage,  An-
archism, like existentialism, acknowl-
edges that human beings are themselves
responsible for the creation of their world.
For the existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre, 1o
deny that we have choices and that we
choose freely, is W “live in bad fith™4
Existentialists place the burden of our ac-
tions squarely on our shoulders. In his

~AIf existence really does precede
essence, man is responsible for what
he 5.  Thus, existentialism’s first
maove is (0 make every man aware of
what he is and w make the full
responsibility of his existence rest.on

him. And when we say that o man i

responsible  for himself, we do not

only mean that he is responsible for
his own individuality, bot that he is

responsible’ for all men. S
This self-conscious responsibility that
Sartre speaks of is necessary for the real-
ization of an anarchist socicty. Itis both
a freedom and a responsibility that homan
beings can and must create themselves,

Ii demands courage o live without
rulers, 1o abolish the numbing comfon of
hicrarchics. As Mictrsche asks in his
aphorism “Of the Way of the Creator” in
Thus Spoke Zarathustra,

Can you fumnish yoursell with your

own good and evil and hang up your

own will above you as a law? Can

you be judge of yoursell and avenger

of your law?6
The anarchist must be able 1o answer
"yes" to Nictzsche's questions.  Exisien-
tialism enunciates the philosophical foan-
dation upon which anwrchism is predi-
cated, If exisience precedes essence, then
it 18 possible for human beings to create
themselves and their world in any one of
an infinite number of ways; @ is even
possable to create a world without relers.

If one accepts the exisientialist argu-
ment, then anarchism is not  utopian, for
wie can choose 1o live without hicrarchies,
Just-as we now choose o lve with them.
As Emma Goldman said of anarchism at o
Chicago Press Club funcheon meeting in
November, 1914,

You call it a dream, gentleman: well,

I plead guilty, Buot when we can't

dream any longer we die, That's

what is the matier with you. You've

lost your dreams. 7
We must dare to dream, and we must not
let  poliically  motivaied cries  of
“utopianism” silence us.

ANARCHISM: STRATEGIES FOR
SOCTIAL CHANGE

The anarchist vision is a clear one: a
world ahsent of - domination. The ques-
tion becomes one of how to realize this
aim,

Amarchism and Marxism share the con-
viction that liberation involves the aboli-
tion of private property, but to replace
privale  property with stale control, even
if just provisionally, is, for anachises,
unthinkable, By doing so simply trades
one form of domination for another.

For hists, ends and means dre seen

succinct though sexist work E I
and Human Emotions, Sartre justifies this
burden of responsibility by arguing that
for human beings exisience precedes
cssence.
What is meant here by saying that
exisience  precedes  essence? It
means, first of all, man exists, tums
up, appears on the scene, and, only
afterwards, defines himsell. If man,
as the existentialist conceives him, is
indefinable, it is because at first he is
nothing. Only aftcrward will he be
something, and he himself will have
made what he will be. Thus, there is
no human namre, since there is no
God 1o conceive i Notonly s man
what he conceives himself 1o be, but
he is also only what he wills himself
10 be after this thrust 0 existence

w be insepamble, and as a result the
means used 1o achicve a cenain end must
be compatible with that end. Thus anar-
chists do not believe in the sewore of
power, but rather in the dissolution of
power. Peggy Komegger, in her anticle
"Amarchism: The Feminist Connection”,
stales:
Whereas many socialists call for a
working class govemment and an
eventual “withering away of the
stae,”  anarchists believe that the
means create the ends, that 4 strong
State becomes self-perpeluating.  The
only way o achieve anarchism
(according to snarchist theory) is
through the creation of co-opermtive,
anti-authoritanan forms. To scparate
the process from the goals of rev-



ANARCHA-FEMINISM

‘eminism?

olution 5 1o insure the perpetuation

of oppressive structure and style 8

Social, political and cconomic change
is, then, a continual  process.  Anarchists
believe that by organizing in anti-nuthor-
jtarian ways now we are helping to create
an anti-authoritarian ruulm

“* stnsus decision making: these are all a5-

pecis of anarchist theory and practice. It
15 impossible, however, to put  forth a
blueprint for anarchist social :'hnngc (]
do so would be decidedl

ANARCHISM AND FEMINISM

How then does anarchism relate to

Anarchists recognize lha!. cach situation
is different, and as such calls for differemt

For anarchists, is vol
and decentralized, as ::m.rnllr.nr.mn Ls
conducive to relations of domi By

¥ and mitiatives. Anarchism is
[exible enough to allow for 3 multitude of
and

rejecting  organization from above in
favour of organization from below, anar-
«chisis belicve that community can be cre-
ated where the  interests of the individual
are in harmony with those of the collec-
tive, Process is emphasized, with consen-
sus decision making replacing the voie.
Democracy is recognized as the tyranny
of the majority over the minorily. As
Robert Paul Wolll argues:
1 can neither find nor think of a way
of making majority rule compatible
with the moral autonomy of the indi-
vidual, The problem is alwiys the
same: Either the  minority submit 1o
- dbu gty AhSROlY COTHRATHINE T
laws which they think are bad znd
agnst which they voled; m ehse the
minority reserve 1o th the

While a hard and fast blucprint is. not
possible, anarchisis do  advocaie cenain
strategies. 10 achieve  positive  social
change. Action which direcily chall

T 1 will argue here  that femi-
nism is inherent in anarchism, while anar-
chism is not neccssarily inherent in fomi-
nism. Anarchism includes but goes be-
yond feminism in its commitment o end
all forms of domination, while feminism,
in itsell, is insufficient for the liberation
of all human beings,

Anarchism, as a political philosophy

the institutions of domination are scen as
having a twolold purpose: 1) 1o onder-
mine the existing power structures and
thereby weaken their effectiveness; and
2) to provide for others examples of alter-
native forms of living and organizing.
Thus the strategy is o challenge and un-
dermine while educating. Through this,
anarchists attempt 10 bring about  social
change. According to Emmn Goldman,

authority of the law, direci  action

that the elimi of domina-
tion, must, if it ist0 be self-consistent, ad-
vocate the elimination of sexism. The
sexual hierarchy of patriarchy is as repug-
nani w0 anarchists as is the hicrarchy
formed by the siate over the governed.
To be sure, sexist anarchists have and do

T ——

sexual enjoyment and her right to
control her own  sexuality, the use of
women (in some cultures) 10 do this
1o other women - this is sheer physi-
caland psychological domination. It
makes one wonder why women  fail
1o resist, to refuse this assaull on their
bodics, and o refusc any pan in
helping 1o cripple other women.
These practices represent power rela-
tionships in _their most extreme, most
pathological form. They, and  all
other forms of rimalized, culturally
condoned  violenee of one sex, class,
or mce ngainst another, are  main-
tined by hierarchy and authority,
They will disappcar only when we
create forms of organization which do
not permit power relationships o sur-
vive.‘3

exist, bul only by g their own
anarchist principles. Anarchism is inher-
cntly feminist, while transcending femi-
nism in a critique of all relations of domi-
nnum. “This * ritique ul‘ domination is

against the invasive,

right 1o defy those laws which they
consider w0 evil, in which case the
fundamental authority of the state i
negated.?
in consensus, there is no minority that is
elfectively disenfranciised on every deci-
sion. The witch Starhawk, while not an
snarchist, provides us with a clear
cxplanation of the process of consensus.
When we vole, we are still in the
framework of duality. "Here are two
aliematives,” we arc saying. "choose
one over the other. The choice most
people make is the one  we will act
upon - whether the others like it or
mol." The majorty wiclds power-
over the minonity.... With consensus,
we lell a new story. We say that ev-
erybody’s  voice is worth hearing,
that all concems are valid. If one
proposal makes a few people - even
one person - deeply unhappy and if
we kgnore it, we are likely 1o make a
mistake, Instcad of spending the
proup'’s energy  rying to force or
manipulale people into agreeing 10
something they don’t want, we can
drop cither or both - altematives and
look for a new solution, a more cre-
ative option thu can satisfy all con-
cems. We can afford 1o do this be-
cause the oniverse is not truly  di-
vided into either/or choices. 1t is nich
with infinite possibilitics 10
This of course assumes that the consensus
making group is a  voluntary one, and
iherefore those involved are truly inter-
esied in coming 10 consensus.  This type
ol organization not only ensures the unity
of the individual and the community, it is
also Muid enough o allow for individual
LponLncity.
The identity of means and ends, small
scale organization from  below, and con-

sthority of our moral code, is the
logical, consistent method of anar-
chism.

Will it not lead 10 a revolution?
Indeed, it will. No real social change
has ever come aboot without a
revolution. People are either not fa-
miliar with their history, or they have
not yet leammed that revolution is bat
thought carvied into action.11

Direct action can take many different
forms. | myscll refuse 1o marry the man [
live with, and therchy affirm in my life
my commitment to freely chosen relation-
ships unhampered by state  regulation. 1
have known anarchists who reluse o pay
income taxes and who have spent time in
Jail for that refusal, Some avoid taxes by
establishing underground workers” col-
lectives that  are “invisible™ 1o the gov-
emment. Direct action can even take
place within the more radical labour
unions; in Montreal a few  years ago the
subway workers undermined the govemn-
ment not by striking but by refusing o
collect fares. This strategy not  only
challenged the state, but gained the union
support from who ordinaril!

M inism does not criticize power
and relations of domination per se, but
tends W concentrate on a panticular form
of domination: capitalism, Unlike Marx-
ism, anarchism, with its critique of domi-
nation, is inheremily a critique of patri-

rmuhufmsufl‘unmsn. Tobetter  acchy, Feminism docs not have 10 be
1 would gmneaon.hnknmumwgttpmo:
like to ! sm with in any form,

both Marxist-ferminism and radical femi-
nism.

ANARCHO-FEMINISM AND MARX-
IST-FEMINISM

Marxist-feminism, as a political move-
ment, has arisen owt of an  attempt
modify Marxism in order 10 accoont for
the oppression of women, Marxism itsell
does not inherently contain a feminks
critique; rather, feminism has had 10 bhe
grafled onto a theory not orginally in-
tended to deal with women. The result is
Murxist-feminism, a theoretical perspec-
tive that tends to relste  women's op-
pression w0 class conflict.  In Marxist-
feminism, the battle against capitalism
oficn takes precedence over the battle 1©
end sexism. It is obvious that the terms
Marx used w analyze men’s paid labour
cxclude women's labour in the home.
Concepts like use value, exchange value,
and surplus value, despite great  mental
contortions, do not apply o women’s tra-
ditional work, and tell us HlLic of women's

would have been inconvenienced by a
walkout. The boycott of Nestle products a
few years ago and of South African prod-
ucts today by ordinary is an-

actual exp of opp 8

In Carol Ehrlich’s anarcho-feminist re-
ply to Heidi Hartmann's Marxist-feminist
position, Ehrfich points 1o the lack of a

other example of effective direct action.
These are only a few examples, it is pos-
sible to imagine many different ways 0
oppose the existing relations of domina-

, tion, The aim, as Peggy Komegger ar-

goes, is to ke part in "..a "holl

Marxist-fi 1 critigue of power and
domination:
Clitoridectomy destroys a woman's
orgasmic capacity; infibulation con-
trols her reproductive freedom. On
ane h:vcl this brutal practice can he

out’ of the present  system through U\c
formation of mental  and  physical
(concrete) aliernatives to the way things
are.”12  Thus, for anarchists, social
change is a process of thoughtful action
that undermines the present system in
preparation for a new world.

d by H "8 [Marxist-
feminist] analysis of the control of
women's sexuality in the service of
patriarchy’s need 10 control her labor
power. But there is more involved:
the infliction of such pain, the often
severe physical problems that follow,
the destruction of & human’s right 10

whether it be men over women or state
over governed, is criticized.  Within an
anarchist framework, transferring men's
control over women in capitalism 1o siale
control over both men and women in state
socialism would only perpenumte doming-
tion and exploitation, It wouold take a
greater reorganization of society to traly
liberate  all people: an anarchist-based
revolution.

ANARCHO-FEMINISM AND RADI-
CAL FEMINISM

What is the difference between anar-
cho-feminism and radical  feminism?
Many of the chamcieristics of anarchism
that | have discussed are shared by some
radical feminists: decentralived organiza-
tion of small, consensus based groops and
the unity of means with ends arc roo-
tincly practiced within the mdical femi-
nist community. Peggy Komegger even
argues that "..feminisis have been uncon-
scious anarchists in both theory and
practice for years."14 [ believe Komeg-
ger's stalement is overly  simplistic, as
ihere are some mdical feminists who are
definitely not commitied o anarchist
principles.  Some mdical feminists, for
instance, focus on patriarchy itselfl as the
ot of all domination, while anarchisis
have a more broad conception  of power
relations,  For example, the Wesichester
Radical Feminists stme that "(w)omen's
liberation is not human liberation and we
place the cause of women above all other
causes.”15  In making this statement, the
Wesichester Radical Feminists establish a
hierarchy of canses. Anarcho-feminism is
opposed to all hierarchies, and docs not
place any one cause above the others. ARl
forms of domination are equally undesir-
able, and the fight against domination
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must be fought on many different fronts.

Some mdical feminists actually soe the
adoption of anarchist principles as a ma-
jor weakness of the women's movement.
Carol Hanisch, for instance, argues that
the anti-leadership strategy used by the
women's movement of the lae 1960's
actually weakened the effectiveness of
the movement as a whole. Hanisch states

that

(t}be no leadershipfotal equality line
had damaging cffects on the women's
liberation movement... The major ef-
fect of the no leadership line was to
stop the pro- woman faction from
continuing to tke their politics o the
masses of women. It simultancously
served the personal ambitions of
some. 16

suthoritarianism of her own position. A
decentralized movement is less easy 10 in-
filrate, and certainly less casy for the
sute and other groups 10 control, Strong
leadership can casily tum into authoritari-
anism, and only replicates the relations of
domination that anarchists are fighting 10
destroy.  Hanisch, while being a radical
feminist, is, in her pro-ieadership stance,

some radical feminists could conceivably
hold such a position. Only by con-
sciously embracing anarchism can femi-
nism_become a movement 10 liberate all
people from all forms of domination.

CONCLUSION

Anarchism is both a philosophy and a
political strategy that endeavors 1o elimi-
nate all forms of domination. It is based
on the asssumption that human beings
frecly create themselves and their world,
and are responsible for both. Through the
constant challenging of relations and in-
itutions of i un-

dermine the current system. By them-
selves adopting non-authoritarian, non-hi-
erarchical processes, anarchists further
“hollow oul” repressive structures.
1 have argued that anarchism is inher-
feminist, and that rummm is not
implicitly assume that the transference of
power over women's labour from men to
the se will resull in liberation; anar-
chists beliove the state 1o be inherently re-
pressive, While it is possible to be a
radical feminist and an anarchist, not all
radical feminists agree with anarchist
principles. In fact, some  advocate au-
thoritarian methods, while others aim w
establish a matrinrchal society, which is,
h)f dcl’mlnm. hierarchical, Only anar-

cerinly not an_ anarchist.

Other radical feminists, like Jane
Alpert, envision the ending of oppression
1o be predicated on the establishment of a

matriarchy,
- [Tihe poini of Mother Right is 10
reshape the fomily according o the
perceptions of women, and to reshape
soclety in the image of this new

g by
virtue of being mothers would not be
divided along any of these lines.17
|original emphasis]

mmll‘ﬁwlﬂﬂmw
There is 0o g

a political philos-
whylhnioppm:ull hierarchies and all
forms of domination, whether sexist,
racisl, classist or sutist

and action. It is a process that is never
finished, but is always in the state of be-
coming. And in that process of becom-
ing, we create ourselves. As Emma
Goldman once said,

“What | believe” is a process rather
than a finality.  Finalities are for
gods and governments, not for the
human intellect... In the baule for
freedom, as Ibsen has so well pointed
out, it is the struggle for, not so
much the attainment of, liberty, that
develops all that is stundi-

point,

m.mhw.nmmymma
pariarchy, or any other “archy” for that
matier, Alpen, insicad of arguing against
all forms of power and domination, ar-
gues in favour of a matriarchy that will

est and finest in the human charcter.
Anarchism is not only a process,
however, that marches on with
"sombre steps,” coloring all that is
wmn't lndmnwuuvclnmn:

be The
of other rulers has boen hisworically fickle,
whether they be kings, queens, popes, or
presidents. 'Why should women be im-
mune to the corupling nature of power?
Alpent does not address this, and cannot,
because she is not an anarchist.

Sally Miller Gearhart, in ber article
“The Future - If There Is One - Is Fe-
male” lays outl an argument that perhaps
‘best typifies a radical feminist stance that
is non-anarchist. Gearhart argues that

o.if the world is 10 move away from

the escalating  violonce that shapes
all our lives, then the affairs of the
world, and of the human species
specifically, must be placed in the
hands of women.18
Gearhart continues her argument by stat-
ing that we should "..begin thinking of
flipping the coin, of making the exchange
of power, of building the ideology of fe-
male primacy and control.”19 How does
Gearhart propose 10 do this? She Rl
the reduction of the male o
10%.20 This female i

It is so absolulch
mpmnmn;. insisting and pume—
ating a force as (o overcome the most
stubbomn assault and (o withstand the
criticism of those who really consti-
wie the last trumpets of a decaying
age21 O

1 would like 1o thank the Kick It Over
Collective for their supportive sugges-
tions, Rusty Neal for her helpful com-
ments, Dr. Marjorie Cohen for her en-
couragement and criticism, Dr, Luiz A
Costa-Pinto for his inspiration, and Steve
Karpik, for long discussions and the
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ANARCHA-FEMINISM

by Madeline
th,u&ﬂr Force Base at Greenham

mear_the town of
T_Nam'ﬁ
a half howr bus trip mmm ]
has a Y-mile rodius with 8 goter - only
one (Yellow Gate) is permanently open to
traffic. The Greenham Common Peace
Camp is womyn only. The womyn main-
tain camps ar each gate, which are re-
ferred 1o by colowrs: Yellow, Green, Blue,
Emerald, Indigo, Violet, Red. Orange.
The womyn are of all ages, spiritual be-
liefs, yexwal orientations and are mostly
white, though there are some womyn of
colowr. They come from all over Great
Britain and are supplemented by Ameri-
cans, Canadi Jap and is
vigns (while | was there), They are froma
wide range of class backgrounds, and are
mostly vegewrian/vegan. Many perma-
nent residents live off the dole {welfure)
which is about $40 per week. Some
wantm work; many people donate money
or food o the camp. The convoys occur
when missiles and military equipment are
taken 1o Salisbury Plain for o week of
“war games”, Evictions when bailiffs and
cops come daily o force womyn to clear
the land of all possessions, tenis, vehicles,
food, eic., are a continual form of ha-
rassment, All womyn quoted here live(d)
at Yellow Gate. Many thanks to them for
talking with me!

Sometimes 1 dream of living and
growing within a community of womyn. |
was able 0 get glimpses of the actuality
of that dream during the time 1 spent at
the Womyn's Peace Camp at Greenham
Comman.

It was a short experience - a matter of &
few weekends - but one | will always re-
member.  As Jane said, “The biggest
problem you get here is being addicted 10
it.it's onc of the only places 1 know
where | can be myself.”

I really didn't know what 1o expect on
my first visit. 1t was cold; the beginning

the warm bodies in the bender,

By the next day, many of the womyn
in the evening, womyn from other gates
came around. It was derful - a

pers. | have never stayed in a mixed
camp, and afier hearing this, 1 was glad 1
hadn't! But womyn who have, said that
they had a completely different atmo-
sphere - it was much more combative.
Jane: You see 50 much male violence
(from bailiffs, cops, soldicrs and vigi-
lantes) that you end up not wanting to see
men at all. You get so angry that it feels
ruﬂygaodmlwd-‘mnm&r(x
violent peopie).

mmimwmmdam
‘ham is its anti-suthoritarianism.
Jane: To me, anarchy means not only
mwﬁrmﬂ hrm
ibiliry within the

big
-fire, warm vegan food, lots of womyn

singing and getting high.

Tt almost sounds idyllic. And there
were great times while | was there, Like
when [ stayed &t Yellow Gate in May. It
was warm and womyn lay in the sun,
some naked in the clearing. And when 1
was there for a full moon ritual, and when

-we saw the fox in the woods. (And when

Bulumwr:ulwllthadmhlgs. The
onvoys, the base, the abuse, the soldiers

Mmp&.ﬁeaﬂ,mﬂnmu the

mumnmmdﬂn

responsibility for cooking, setting up ben-
ders, washing up, geiting shopping, as
they feel fit. It is expected that visilors
will do as much as they feel comfonable
with doing.

Jude: Do womyn slip into the same
patterns of living as in regular society?
We need to recognize responsibility to
ourseives. We shouldn't be afraid of be-

ing rebuffed if we make ourselves vul-

myself.
The convoys and evictions are two of

" the more difficult facts of life at the camp.

dirt, the personal conflicts,

1 think 1 was able 10 spend enough time
# Greenham 1o realize that life there
could be very difficult, but also very re-
warding.

Greenham is more than a peace camp,
It is very moch a womyn's community
and a home, a fact which 1 don't think has
been widely recognized.

Txzy: This is my only home. There are
times when I need it as a home and not a
peace camp, If there were ao convoys or
evictions it would be more homelike.
There would be more permanency. It
would be different.

Rebecca: Sometimes | wani to be only
with the "home” womyn and for visitors to
have another space. | don’t want to have
to say anmything to wvisitors because it
breaks the concepr of being at home, A
visitor muay come and break into the con-
versation and you need 1o respond 1o her
needs or she may feel alienated.

Tazy: It's importani that womyn come
here and feel they can come back again.

Rebecca: [i's every womyn's right o
live here, But they must recognize it's not
my responsibility to live with every
Womy.

There are two important aspects which
have made the camp what it is. The first
is the womyn-only rule.

Jane: One of the most wonderful things
about Greenham is that there are no men.
1 don't like men visiting because I get very
angry when womyn dash around making
coffee for them and make fools of them-
selves.

Men are allowed 1o visit the camp antil
sunset, but at Green Gaie, a camp sel in a
‘quict, wooded arca, no men arc ever al-
lowed. [ found that many men came with
the attitude that womyn would pay a lot of
atteation 1o them. Several scemed o have
no respect for the fact that this is a
womyn's camp and they were only visi-
tors, ofien unwelcome at that.

At Molesworth, a8 mixed camp, three
womyn were raped by male peace cam-

M-nmdm:mnd‘ﬂm
ham) where the soldiers play war games
for 3 week.  Before it comes out of the
main gate, (at 1 or 2 in the moming), van
loads of cops ride up and barricade the
road leading up w0 the base. Waching
this, I felt a really deep mge and sense of
powerlessness.  Several womyn were
crying.

It can, thoogh, also be a very empow-
ening experience.  Some -womyn am-
bushed the convoy with paint bombs and
blocked the road w0 slow the convoy
down, Others of us rode in a car 1o Or-
ange Gate where the suppornt vehicles
came oul. ‘We managed 1o get in front of
them and drove at about 10 kilometres per
hour (much to their fi jon!). We suc-

7

to be able to do things you're interested in
because we've got mo permanent living

SrHciures.

Rebecea: [i's hard just to wander off
with someone. You need 1o be here for the
bailiffs, The aspect of fun has definitely
gone out of it, which I identify with the
bailiffs and constant evictions. I'm used
1o going on long walks alone or with an-
other. | get a real sense of joy out of that.
But now | can’t do it because | have 1o
worry abowt my car; whether there are
enough womyn to handle an eviction.

Each day started in 2 sont of limbo until
after the bailiffs had come. And even af-
terwards, there was always the possibility
that they would return,

Jude: Sitting and talking can sustain
me for a while and I"'m more able 1o face
evictions.

This kind of pressure obviously wears
on the womyn and there is a great nced
for suppor. With all the womyn in the
same situation, this can be very hard 1o
give. While | was there, several of the
residents left to stay with family or friends
10 FECover,

Tezy: In a lot of situgtions, i @ womyn
needs support, it would be immense. But
in everyday living, a lot of things are un-
noticed and support is often not there,
If's sometimes a question of priority.
When the convay comes do you pay aften-
tion to that or womyn around you? Do
you talk to visitors or with womyn you're
living with? Does it have to be eitherior?
When womyn put a lot of energy into ac-
tions, tiredness and tenseness grows after
that,

Jude: The pressure can be very heavy
and sometimes | have no energy for other

EREFRY.

lmy: [ find it difficus to bolance the
wo, T'll pur a tor of energy inio womyn
visiting and into actions and then | can’t
do that, [ feel intruded on by other
womyn and things happening.

Jane: ['ve seen womym who badly
needed help but have been left because
womiyn haven't had the energy to do it. It
sometimes comes down to your or her sur-
wvival,

Cireenham life can be terrible, but it can
also be n wonderful time of making con-
nections with other

Tezy: It's trying to survive in this world
withow damaging other people. Finding

ceeded in keeping them at this snail's
pace for a good hour; none of the trucks

here where you sort of fit and feel
more comfortable and happier than be-
fore. There are sometimes amazing con-

was able o pass us. E: ily, the cops
had w come and rescue them. They cut us
off and allowed the convoy to zoom past
That action helped me and the other
‘womyn there feel much stronger, but, for
myself, 1 still had a lot of anger left in me
that 1 didn’t really know how 1o deal with.

Mra&nwmmwell they're parnt
of the i official h ol

around the fire at night. It's
very fascinating the way different womyn
react, Womyn don't always say what
they're feeling. 1 like it when womyn it
and listen. They find owr who womyn are
and what they're actually abowt, things
they wouldn't ask. It creates an aware-
ness in them,

You make connections with

womyn. The bailiffs come by daily to
each gate. They are accompanied by a
garbage truck and two cops.  ‘Womyn
have to take everything off the land -
food, firewood, benders, tents, personal
belongings. The bailiffs try to get their
hands on as many items as possible and
throw them in the truck. They kick out
the fire @nd can be verbally and physically
abusive 10 womyn,

This created a dis-abling feeling as
well. It never failed 1w make me feel
&umﬂﬂnﬂmnm How could the

No p

womyn who don't live here b who
you've gone through a lot with and you
feel like they live here. Others visit often
and you don't feel like they live here,

Jude: [ find it very difficult to keep
leaving and coming back.

Mydmlﬂ has developed from my cx-
periences at Greenham. And | think we
can create more than just a vision from the
Greenham Common womyn; we can ro-
ally leam from both their mistakes and
successes, They have an anarcha-feminist
community, and as we look 1o creating an

be p
wmﬂﬂhm the tand - thas
making living conditions harsher than
they might have been.
lexy: The worsi things are not having
much time and space 1o yourself and not

ha-feminist reality for ourselves (1
hope with womyn and men), their expe-
riences are invaluable and inspiring. It
makes me (at least) look to the future and

oi(ska ks palsha f e oL




by Lynna Landstreet

We all know what "womyn's music” is
like, don't we? It's nice and soft and
gentle and peaceful, never noisy, aggres-
sive, angry or disturbing, right? Well, this
is cemainly what we are led 10 believe.
Many feminists | have encountered think
there is something seriously wrong with
me because | would rather listen to some-
one pounding on scrap metal than strum-
ming an acoustic guitar, but the fact re-
mains that | — and many other feminists
100, particalarty of the anarcha- variety
like nasty, noisy, disturbing music, and in
fact think that the Holly Nears of this
world are -- well - preity boring, really,

So for those who share my musical in-
terests, and, perhaps more importantly for
those who don’t yet, but would like 1o
find out more, here's an overview of some
of the other kinds of music that womyn
are making. Of course, this is by no
means a complete list, and is basically a

boylriend thinks/Does  he like my
cuntDocs  he  think it stinks?") are
"pomographic” and thes can't come into
the country lest the moral fabric of society
begin 10 deweriorate or something like that.
Isn't it mice o know that the Stae's so
concemned about us?

Annke Anxiely

Barbed Wire Halo single (Crass Records)
Soul Possession LP (Corpus Christi)
Eyes of the Blind and Tropical Depression
(poctry books) (XNTRIX)

T've seen her album filed under hard-
core in some record stores, presumably
because of her association with Crass, but
she's a lot closer to industrial. Her music
ranges from dense “difficult listening”
tape collages to the darkly melodic, hyp-
notic songs which make up most of the
album. The lyrics are mostly personal but
disturbing, occasionally veering into the
explicitly political, such as :n the anti-
psychiatry son,

lapes COnsist nr mnslly Tmnlo hmdls
with an emphasis on
weird/uncategorizable misic and
womyn's bands. The fansnes are mainly
made up of materials pertaining o the
bands on the tape, ie. lyrics, graphics, ir-
terviews, eic., but usually inclode other
material as well, leaning in a generally
feminist/gay-oriented  direction.  Fifth
Column themsclves, as one might goess
from this, make fairly uncategorizable
music {to0 weird 10 be pop, 1o poppy 1o be
really weird), with vaguely feminisygay-
oriented lyrics. The most prominent char-
acieristics of their music are the horror-
movie style organ and precise, almost
military-sounding drumming. Fifth Col-
umn arc on the surface accessible enough
to lure in the occasional unsuspecting
commercial music  listener, bul leave
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by the Greek junta of 1967-74  (in
“Tragouthia Apo To Aima Exoun Fonos
(Song From The Blood Of Those Mur-
dered)” w0 AIDS and its use by the reli-
gious right (the theme of The Divine
Punishment LP), However, probably the
most infamous of her political views are
those conceming womyn and violence.
She has often discussed her “rape preven-
tion squad”, the Black Leather Beavers,
who she says “run around town perform-
ing ritoal castrations™. She has also said
that womyn need 1o "stop sitting aroand
weeping in their stupid linle pussy-ass
feminist weep sessions... (and) get their
cleavers out.”  She feels vigilanieism s
the only option for womyn because "the
police state and the prevention of rmpe are
mutually exclusive.”

herfhim fecling definitel

Frightwig

Inn; Boy Clams

I'm Sorry EP (Subterrancan Records)
This band is a combination of the fe-
male b

refection of my own panicular musical
tastes, which centre around hardcore and
industrial music (mainly the later, these
days), But it's a sempling of some of
what's around, anyway. I's true that
womyn are under-represented in these
types of music, and the womyn that arc
there are more often in mixed bands than
in all-womyn groups, so my basis for de-
ciding what's “womyn's music” and
what's not has had 10 be, not whether it's
exclusively produced by womyn, but
whether womyn play a prominent role in
the band and whether the lyrics seem 1o
reflect womyn's experience.  Thus, al-
though Swans and Poisongirls cach have
only one womyn in the band, Vi Subversa
obviously plays a much more central role
in Poisongirls than Jarboe does in Swans,
s0 Poisongirls make the list and Swans
don't, even though they're one of my fa-
vorite hands o, T know. this reinforces
the hierarchical view that vocalists are
mare important than musicians, but I can’t
figure out any way around it, and besides,

poetry is more painful and difficult than
her lyrics, relentlessly violent, with the
recurring themes of heroin, TV, psychi-
atry, sex, and death. 1don’t know if either
of the books are still in print, write and
find out. One of my favorile artists.

Crass

Lots of records; the most womyn-centred
are: y

Reality AsylumiShaved Women 45

Penix Envy LP

{But they're all worth s:l.tl:ll.)

Anyone who's at all into aliemative
music knows about Crass. They've been
around for sbout 8 or 9 years at least and
are sort of the archetypal political punk
band. They've tken a lot of shit for be-
ing out in the front lines and there are
probably more people who hate them than
fove them (it used to be the other way
round, but politics seem 10 have become
passe in the hardcore sceng). Some say
they're arrogant, self-righteous, negative,
preachy, depressing, humourless... all

Records)
Fayter, Frightwig! Kill! Kili! LP (Caroline
‘Records)

Less overtly political but more fun 1o
listen to than most of the bands in this ar-
ticle, Frightwig are a fairly noisy and
runchy all-womyn band whom many
compare. (o Flipper, mw because
many of (heir songs share the ssme
grinding, deathly-slow tempo (“1'll Talk
To You And Smile” is probably the most
painful of this type). However, the slow
songs are combined with more upbes
ones, for those with a low tolerance for
that sort of thing, Most of the lyrics are
centred around sex and sexual politics, but
their approach is far from formula femi-
nism, Example: "Yes; there are times
when | resent being alone/Yes, there are
times when I just want to be owned/Yes, |
base my worth on who 1 get o fuck
me/Yes, I'll rut tomight, but you won't be
50 lucky!l... Why the hell should 1 fuck
you/When my crotch docs not ssy go’

I'd never hedrd: before, who apparcnily
ot together just for this recording (a two-
45 sel). Most of it isn’t all that interest-
ing. but the titke wack is absoluiely bril-
liamt, & cover of an old song from 1926
played solly in the background, with two
womyn talking - over it,

apologizing to
‘each other for o series of situstions that

get progressively funnier and maore horri-
ble,

K.UKL,

The Eye LP (Crass Reconds)
Holidays in Exrope (The Naughty Nought)
LP (Crass)

1 like this band a lot but [ can®t figure
out how to describe them, They're defi-
nitely not a noise band (not that I've got
anything against noise bands!); in fact,
they're quite melodic, with a Nute, violin,
bells, and who knows what else, but they
manipukste this basically “nice” raw muate-
rial into something very weird indeed.
“The vocals are usually barely consecied o
ﬂlc_ muﬁ: {expecially on the sccond al-

ocalist, 50 what do you expect?
So, ultimately it's pretty arbitrury, but
here goes:

AS.F. (Anti-Scrunti Faction)
A Sure Fuck EP (Unclean Record:

slurs that shoold be familiar 1w anyone
who's ever laken a sund on hi

Diamanda Galas
D fa Galas LP (M

Anyway, for those who haven't heard
them, they're a mixed band, extremely
political (mainly anar-
hisy/fi ifist), much more artic-

Damsels in Distress LP
(Flipside/Unclean)

Plus several songs on the Hide: Dementia
3 tape,

A Lesbian-feminist hardcore band from
Boulder, Colorado! The music’s fairly
standard hardcore, except for “Frat Boy™
{my favoriic) and some of the songs on
the Hide wpe, but the lyrics are really
good, and feminist hardcore isn't all that
common yet, so their records are well
worth checking out — if you can get llu:m
across the border, that is. The

ulate Iyrically than most hardcore bands,
and very distinctive musically as well
(their most recent recordings lean toward
post-industrial wpe collage). They seem
o have now officially broken up afier a
couple of years in limbo, but indi

Litanies OF Saran (Y Records)
The Divine Punishment (Mute)
The Saint OF The Pit (Mutc)

Diamandn Galas must be the most tech-
nically proficient musician in this aricle,
mnd maybe in aliemative womyn's music
in general, with classical vocal training
and o Masier's degree in music.  How-
ever, she conainly hasn't let her classical

andfor collective projects by ex-members
may be fonthcoming...

_ background inhibit of

her musi-
cal style in any way, but mther puts the
skills thus acquired to uses that would
probably give her music professors o
coronary! Her music consists of basically
;mhuownmm.w-nulu -tracked and

lant Canada Customs has apparently de-
cided that the cover of the EP (a rather un-
flaticring cartoon of a naked man) and the
lyrics to the song "Slave 10 My E:

Fifth Column/Hide

Boy/Girl EP

To Sir With Hate LP (Hide

Hide Ca (five so far, 1
think)

Fifth Column are a Toronto all-womyn
band who also put out Hide, a fanzine

(sample: "I'm so worried about what my

with ing casseite, on an irreg-
ular (mugruy mm]) basis. The Hide

d elec ically in an i
vnnuy of ways, sometimes so extremely
as 10 be barely recognizable as a humyn
voice atall. Sometimes there is a minimal
instrumental accompaniment, bul  more
ofien the voice alone is sufficient. Her
topics range from the atrocities commitied

‘bum, although at least more of them are in
English on that one, making it more ac-
cessible to a non-lcelandic audience), the
voices of the two vocalists (one male, one
female) weaving in and out, and give the
impression of a feeling of hysieria or
panic, barcly suppressed beneath an at-
empt  at  cheerfulness  that  scems
hideously forced, like putting makeup
over an open wound. The music itsell
remains semi-accessible, but with enough
weird (wists and tums o keep you on
edge (much of what 1 said about Fifth
Column's music also applies here, al-
though they actually don’t sound at all
alike). Does that make any scnse? No?
‘Well, you'll have 1o listen to them for
yourself then, won't you?

Lydia Lunch

Queen of Siam LP

13.13Lr

The Agony Is the Ecstaxy 172 LP (4AD)
{One side Lydia, the other side The Birth-
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day Party)

In Limbo LP

The Drowning of Lucy Hamilton LP
(Widcwspeak Records)

Hysterie (LP 1 think, but it might be only
on CI in which case I'll be really pissed
offl)

(1 don't know all the record labels becanse
I don't actually have all these roconds.
There's probably more records that Tdon't
kmow abott 100.)

1 had sort of mixed feclings about in-
cloding Lydia in this anicle because |
can't decide whether the positive qualities
of her work outweigh the regative enough
0 make her wonh prumonng Bull s
n! l'od

1ell all and let people make up their own
minds. She's definitely not “politically
comect” by any means, the question is
more like whether she's politcally ex-
cusable. She scems © hate womyn as
much a5 she hates men, she uscs her sexu-
ality in 8 way that plays up far 1o much
0o male porno-cliche ideas about womyn,
she has been known 1o say things to the
elfect that womyn who get raped deserve
it, she has a big rock-star cgo problem,
and in fact, it's difficull at first 1o come up
with anything positive to way about her.
So why do I like her so much? 1 haven't
got o cloe. Maybe because, no matier
how fucked up she may be, she's sill a
very powerful womyn, who wriles from
her own experience ﬂ the horrible under-

Animal Rights Activists

by Lynna Landstreet

On January 1%th, 1987, five people
were armesied in Toronto for allegedly
spray-painting a Kentucky Fried Chicken
store, and it seems that the Suue has de-
cided 1o "make an example” out of them
by charging them with virwally every
ALF or other animal-related action in the
past year. Linda Comam, Gail Emo, and
Jacqueline Rabaro were exch charged
with three counts of mischiel under
$1000, one count of mischiel over $1000,
possession of burglary tools, and wearing
a disguise with intent 10 commit an in-
dictable offense.  David Barbarash and
Kenn Quayle were ecach r.hmul with
shice counts of mischiel under, six counts

explosive substance. In addition, Kmn
an  pccasional  KIO  contnbutor, was
charged with breaking and . cntering, in
conncction with an ALF maid on the Uni-
wversity of Torono Dentisiry Lab last year.

All five are now out on bail, afler being
held in custody for four days in the case
of the womyn, a weck for the men, The
womyn's  bail was set st 52000
{recognizance without deposit), Kenn's at
ST500, and David's m 510,000, plas a
surety for each of them, meaning someone
who owns property signing the recog-
nizance, so that their houses can possibly
be scized if the bail is not paid. They
have also been given very restrictive bail

+ conditions, such as 4 curfew from 10 pm
10 6 am and an order not to associste
“directly or indirectly” with cach other
{except for Gail and Linda, who live to-
gether), except in the presence of their
Lawyers for the purpose of preparing a de-
fense. This in effect means not atending
any meetings, demos, parties or any other
events where any of the others might be
present.  Kenn and David were also or-
dered to live with their surcties and 10
“seck and maintain employment”,

As usually happens with any kind of
major political arrests, there has been a
great deal of harassment directed agninst
not only the five themselves, but their
supporiers  as  well. Many people
(including mysell) have been very obvi-
ously followed by cop cars or taxis, espe-
cially latc at might (when it makes you the
mosi pervous, of course), At least two
houses have been mided as well. During
the rid on my house, one resident was
asked if he had AIDS, many sarcastic
comments were made about 5/M equip-
ment in another person’s room, and we
were (old that there was an “overemphasis
on sex” in the house. [ was asked if | was

a "witch doctor”™ and questioned about the
meaning of various Pagan ritual instru-
ments and symbols in my room, and
threatencd with arrest over an unpaid fine.
(All this in addition to the expected ques-
tions about whether we were ALF mem-
bers, etc.) A womyn from another co-op
house down the street was stopped on her
wity 10 the comer store by the same cops
that night and questioned very aggres-
sively about whether people in her house
used drugs. Two other supporiers were
stopped in their car for no apparent reason
and threatened with amest because ane of
them had a Native prayer pipe. (One cop
told them that "normal people don't have
swff like that”.) On.a heavier note, two
other  supponess were amresied in oan
allercation over a traffic accident (with a
large oumber of plainclothes cops ap-

- oht - Linda Commam, Guil Ema, Kean Quavie, ficguee Rabats, dme O
pearing instantly on the scene and amest-
ing only them, not the other people who
had in fact started the incident) and were

charged with numerous  drug-  and
weapon-related  offenses.  One womyn
was held ovemnight for telling a male cop
who was sexually hamssing her o fuck
off.

Kenn Quayle told me about his experi-
ence of the events (1 know it's politically
incorrect 1o imterview one. of the men for
the anarcha-feminism issue, but [ had to
wrile this in & big hurry and he was the
only one of the five who was readily
available at the moment):

The other prisoners were fine, actually.
At first they kepr asting, what's all this
chicken stuff? But when | explained that
animal liberation was only one part of my
politics, which also included prison abo-
lition, among other things. we gor along,
no problem.. There was this one guard
though, who kept asking me "Are you a

holding anything back, putting all the hid-
den horrors out on display for all 1o see.
That's the way 1 feel about a lot of artists,
panticularly in the industrial genre, who
arc not overtly political, and may seem
jusi pointlessly nihilistic to some, but who
anc nevertheless doing more 10 cxpose the
sxcicty we live in for the stinking
cesspool it is than all the nice little lefty
Tolksingers combined could ever hope o
do.

Well, 1 scem to have run out of space
({and encrgy) for this issue, so the second
half of this article will have 10 wait 6l
next issue (This time 1 will do the second
half, | promise! Pan two of “Jerk-Off
Politics™ I'm not so sure about...). It will
include the Matrax compilation, Poi-

Persecuted

faggor?” over and over apain, really ag-
gressively, so finally I said "Yes!”, Later
when | was changing our of my clothes
into my prison uniform, he told me not to
shake out my clothes because i would
“spread AIDS all over the place.”

As far as police tactics, | think the most
effective one they've got is ihis sort of
psychological warfare. They can keep us
apart from our friends, make us paranotd
af each other, get all knds of weird ru-
maurs going... God, the rumours! Listen,
if people really support us and support
our politics, they shouldn't be asking all
these stupid questions like "Did you really
oo all thar?".

All the personal harassment that's go-
ing on mow plus the fact that I'm not sure
wihiere I'm living, plus not being able to be
with my friends, plus my knowledge of

rvl Barpardin
surveillance technology - all the things
they're capable of doing — and of siate
harassment worldwide, has got me more
depressed than I've been in a really long
time. But now I feel more angry abour it
than anything, I feel angry that thoughts
of suicide that I thought I'd gonen rid of
years ago are corung back io me. So 1
think I'm being fairly successful in redi-
recting those feelings into something more
pagitive, I'm not going to get self-destruc-
tive,

I think the main effect of all this has
been 1o strengthen my politics. The Earth
could be destroyed ar any time - they
could press a buston and nike us in a sec-
ond, or they could destroy the rainforests
and the oxone layer in which case we've
gor abous fifteen years. In either case
we're looking ar tocal global destruction.
We have 1o act now. | have personally
dedicated my fife 1o the preservation of
life on thiz planet, I'm not going 1o xuc-
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Frat Girls, Toxic Shock, Varoshi Fame,
Johanna Went, Wilma, and anyone else |
come across between now and then who
seems like they'd fit in. | know there's
lots more great womyn's bands that 1
haven't mentioned, but 1 can’t write about
everyone ot once. If you think I'm miss-
ing out on anyone vital, let me know.
And you other bands out there, you might
want 1o send me your recordings and 1"l
revicw them in future issues. T will try 1o
restrain mysell from including either of
the bands 1'm in, Violence And The Sa-
cred (old band which I'm in the process of
phasing myselfl out of) and Mourming
Sickness (new, all-womyn band  that
hasn't really gotten off the ground yei, so
there’s nothing to write MIS'M)‘L in

cumb to the deatk culture.

The arrests have come af the crest of a
wave of local media attacks on the animal
rights movement, mostly centred upon the
so-called “takeover” of the Toronto Hu-
mane Society by “animal rights ac-
tivists™“radicals™/'militants®/  whatever
and upon THS president Vicki Miller in
particular, The media have been trying
for months o create some kind of link be-
tween the THS and the ALF and are now
having a field day with the allegation that
all of the five are THS members (big deal
- so are 3500 other peoplc) and that
David was allegedly working as a re-
searcher for the THS. [n addition 0
belping the media on their litle hate cam-
paign, the cops arc probably also trying to
“clear their books™ and rid themselves of
the emb of all those i
ALF actions,

Of course, as described earkier, any kind
of political arests also provide a handy
eacuse o harass and intimidate entire
communitics, keep people 100 paranoid
and freaked out 10 do anything politically,
and divert what little energy people have
Eot into support and fundmising for the
arrested people,  1t's estimated that legal
costs for this case may be about $50,000,
and it may be a year or more before it's all
over. That may not sound like much 10
those who were around during the Van-
couver Five's amest and trials, bt for
those of us who are 100 young to have had
much first hand experience of that, this is
certainly proving to be an educational
expericnce!  All that stwff about house
raids, surveillance, etc. may sound kind of
mysterious and exciting when you're
reading about it happening 1o someone
else, years ago, but it's something else
when it happens o you!

The one good thing about the situation
is how quickly the community has come
back together afier being pretty scattered
for the past year or two, At the first bail
hearing, the courtroom was so crowded
with supporters that some people couldn't
getin. A defense fund has been staned
(the Toronto Animal Rights Defense
Fund), & press statement s in the works,
and several benefit events are being
planned.  Donations arc still urgently
needed, though. For updates, see future
issues of From Line News, the ALF Sup-
pont Group newsletter, available by do-
nation. (]

Toronto Animal Rights Defense Fund: clo
Mary C, Bartley, Barrister and Solicitor,
11 Prince Anhur Avenue, Toronto, On-
tario, MSR 1B2. (Make cheqiies

0 Mary C. Bartey in trust for TARDF)
Froni Line News: cfo ALF5G, P.O. Box
915, Swtion F, Toronto, Ontario, MAY
N9,
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by Anil Agarwal

The following article is an excerpt of a
much longer article (originally given as a
talk), entitled "Beyond Pretry Trees and
Tigers: The Role o Ecological
Destruction in the Emerging Patterns of
Poverty and People’s Protests™, It is
reprinted with the kind perm; of the

the routine repeats isell and year after
weary year fuel and fodder collection time
periods increase. In many paris the
women may have literally reached their
“carrying capacities”,

The increasing work burden on women
is affecting cverything clse in their lives
A study by the Indian Institute of

in Ahmedabad shows that

author, In a future issue, we hope 1o
reprint another, lomger excerpt which
deals with the causes of environmental
dextruction in the Third World, and whar
can be dome about it (keeping in mind the
mecessity of overcoming poverty and

photo by Tans Weber (Trom New fniernarionalisr calondar)

empowering the poor). Mr. Agarwal is
affiliated with the Center for Science and
Enviromment, New Delhi, India. The
Chipko movement, whick he refers 1o in
several places, ix o “social forestry”
mevement made up largely of women
whick has used direct action and civil
disobedience io protect forest lands and to
promote large-scale civilian replanting. It
ix largely confined 1o the mate of Unar
Pradesh, where the women involved kave
become kmown ax the “iree-huggers”
Edited by Katky Manley and Ron Hayley.

The o of the
clearly poses the biggest threal o
marginal cultures and occupations like
that of witals, nomads and fisherfolk
which have always been heavily
dependent  on their  immediate
environment for the survival. But the
maximum impact of the destruction of
biomass sources is on women. Women in
all rural cultures are affected, especially
women from poor landless, ! and

five times more men than women seck
treatment @t primary health cemiers.
Women do not have time 1o seck health
care even when they are ill. A stody by
the Operations Research Group found in
westen ULP. that even pregnant women

work 14 hours a day. They do this almost
until a few hours before delivery and
begin normal work 3-4 days thercafier.
One woman told ORG rescarchers: “We
are 100 much loaded with family chores,

poor woman afier  the whectomy
operation, Nine out of ten women from
agricultural labour households in the
village who had undergone tubectomy

plaincd aboul post-operative pains.
All of them wanted o take rest bul none
of them could. Collecting fodder in the
village alone took three hours. There was
hardly any source of frecly available
fodder in the village, Most women had 1
bring grass and other weeds from between
wheat plants in the ficlds. Many farmers
would not allow this and landless women
had to go from one ficld o another.
Firewood meamt still more work and
another jouney. The bending and

small farming families. Seen from the
point of view of these women, it can cven
be argued that all development is ignorant
of women's needs at best, and anti-
woman o worst, literally designed to
increase their work burden.

Given the culterally accepted division
of labour within the family, the collection
of household needs like fuel, fodder and
water is left o women. As the
environment degrades and this becomes
increasingly difficult 10 obtain, women
have to spend an extraordinary amount of
time foraging for fuel, fodder and water in
addition 10 bouschold work, agriculiuml
work and caring for animals. There is
almost no data which shows how the time
spent by women on their daily houschold
activities is increasing and how this
increase differs across eco-climactic zones
of India. But the available data on the
existing work burden s downright
shocking. In many parts of India, women
work 14 10 16 hours every day and it docs
not matter whether they are young, old or
pregnant, and whether it is a Sunday or
any other holiday, Day after weary day

the pain. The women
wanted 10 pass on their work o others,
especially their children. They then ran
into conflicts with their husbands and
their children who wanted (o play rather
than work. One woman kicked and
punched her daughter =0 hard for not
working with her that she died. Such
viciousness may be mre but increased
family tengions are commaon place.

The penetration of the cash economy is
affecting the relationship between men
and women in a peculisr way and is
creating & real dichotomy in  their
respective relationships with nature. Men
harve become more involved with the cash
economy than women. Women continue
10 deal with the non-monetized, biomass-
based subsistence ecconomy of the
houschold. Even  within  the same
houschold, we can find cases of men
happy 1o destroy nature to cam cash oven
though it would create greater handships
for the women in collecting daily fuel and
fodder needs.

The Chipko movement has given us
numerous examples of this dichotomy in
mule-female interests, and the role of

women in preventing d has
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in the Hi and in the

been paramount in the movement. Even
though many crucial houschold needs
could be met by rchabilitating the local
village ecosystem — by planting fuel and
fodder trees for instance - the men do not
show any interest in doing so. Ii is the
women who are doing all the afforestation
work organized by the Chipko movement

The new culiure created by the
penctration of the cash cconomy has,
slowly but steadily, psychologically
alicnated the men from their ecosystem.
Employment w0 them means work which
can put cash in their hands. This

employment can be found mainly in the
city; hence there is mass male migration,
but even within the village a job 10 men is
something that must eam cash.

‘There are few of those caste and class
barriers in the Himalayan villages which
mmqmplnﬁmwwth;mﬂmun
community, But still women continue 10
walk miles and miles over arduous paths
1o fesch fuel, fodder and water every day,
while men sitidly doing nothing to plant
trees in the denuded areas around them,

Tt is not surprising that the lyp

Ghats. The Himalayas are being described
as onc of the most threatencd consystems
in the world, which in um determines the
fate of several hundred million people in
the Indo-Gangetic plains. But if any
action for ecological reconstruction has 1o
be taken in the hills, it cannot be done
without the involvement of women. The
census data of 1981 shows that all the
districts in the country which have high
rates of female work participation amn
situsted in the Himalyyas or in the Ghats.
In the Himalayas most women workers
arc  also clasified as  cultivalors.

ecological

will have 10 involve heavily overworked
women, unless of course labour is brought
into these arcas from outside, which will

¥,
Chipke movement shows that despite their
14-16 hour back-breaking work schedule,
wimen in these parts are extremely keen
1o participate in such work, especially in
tree planting. Once the women arc

based social forestry, trotied out 10 be
such a great success by the World Bank
and the forest depaniments, is all in the
hands of men, all planting trees with the
cash motive. Other than employing
‘women as cheap labour in nurseries, these
agencies have nothing to show in terms of
involvement of women - the very people
who deal with fuel and fodder and the
government oo still gives this the name
of Social Foresiry. But maybe this should
nol be surprising. Making a fast buck,
even at the expense of socicly and
ecology, is probably the most social thing
we can do in a cash economy.

Male migration - another major
phenomenon in ‘modem society — also
increases the work burden of women, who
then have 1o mke care nol only of
houschold needs but also have 1o devote
more time w0 the family's agricultural
needs. But as the time needed w collect
fuel and fodder grows, agriculture gets
neglected. A study of three villages in the
Kumaon region of Ultar Pradesh, for
instance, shows that the mtio of human
energy spent in collecting fuel and fodder
is already 2.5 times more than the energy
spent on agriculiure. As time for fuel and
fodder collection grows and firewoopd
becomes scarcer, the traditional practice
of manuring fields will be given up. Cow
dung will be used as fuel, as in the plains,
but with the lack of manuring, these
fragile soils will spon be exhansied. Tt will
be 3 disastrous situation for both the local
people and the environment.

Because of the increasing intensity of
fioods, there has been iderable talk in

and mobilized, they work with
greal keenness and  they fight any
obstacles that may be creaied by men, and
us a resull, some of the highest tree
survival rates in afforestation effors are
obtained. It has also boen found that when
women get involved in afforestation, they
tend 1o demand fuel and fodder troes, trees
which can meet household needs, whereas
men demand trees that can generate cash,
The biggest ally in the demand for an
ecologically and socially sound nature is,
therefore, womankind,

As cxacily similar experiences have
been noted in Eust and West Africa, in
Kenya and in the Sahelian countries, there
is every reason 10 believe that this
differcntial interest in nature between men
and women is cross-cultural in character.
"Male” wrees and “female” trees is now
even becoming something of o jargon
amongst those intcresied i involving
communitics in afforestation.

All this should not be taken 1o construe
that poor rural houschold® do not have
any necd for cash. The unfortunate thing
is that much of the cash generated by the
mule does not get spent on houschold
noeds. A reasonable proportion of this
gets spemt on things like alcohol and
tobicco and  such  artifacts  of
modemization as transistor radios.

Thus, what we ¢ in India today is a
growing conflict over the use of natural
resources and, in particutar, over biomass:
between the two sectors of the country’s
cconomy: the cash economy or the
modem sector on the one hand and the
non-monctized, biomass-based

recent years about integrated walershed

b the O
sector on the other. [
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Consciousness-

Sharing

how to start
your own

by Alexandra Devon

Living as we do (anificially) in a linear
world, it feels good to reconstruct one's
life in circular terms, Since we're brought
up to accept hierarchy from family life wo
school to workplice and leamn that giving
nd :m:nrhus usually entail sacrificing,

g or, at best, ging. it isn't
always casy 1o imagme o now way of
imerncting. Increasingly, | find myself
working or being with circles of fricnds
which provide mutual aid, support and o
more harmonioos way of working to-
gether, My women's suppor group, in
gmuﬂu-hngumuenmn&idn&ﬂ

mma-mmam
women {8 oot new but it is a form of or-
ganization which needs 0 constanily be
rediscovered. In the laie 1960°s, in the
u!yd.lylnl'mmmﬂumn'u

T

ﬂmmwcm Ot:'ol'

of a new body politic,

When the woman who initiated the
group which Tam now a part of, first con-
tacted me, my immediole reaction was
one of panic. (My first women's group
was 4 near exemplary case of how not o
conduct a support group, how not 10 build
trust and how to be curcd of the desire w
engage in group activities ever again.) 1
was also wondering how 1 could cram
another meeting into an already over-busy
schedule.

The subsequent meetings of the group
changed my attitude considerably. 1 came
w0 appreciate the benefits that such a

friends, because of the frenctic Tives many
of us lead, we get out of touch casily.
Especially in large citics where one rarcly
runs into oncs fiends accidentally, getting
together requires, scheduling. travelling
and more energy than most of us have
ll\uwﬂhqgcl‘bnkh;fnrmkhdmy

these groups cume an
common ground of experience. Wamen
m&lﬂtmmwﬁchu.;',wuc
inhibited from reali I had
mﬂmlopul.mumuml ‘cultural and
maierial roots. In shor, @t was not
meurosis that made them  fearful of
waiking in the dark, defeatism that made
them feel they couldn't achieve in a male
environment or psychosis that made them
feel that they would prefer 1o be in an
intimate relationship with @ woman, These
types of realization of shared oppression
became a form of empowerment once
they were recognized and acted upon.
When the seli-blame and seli-hatred were
lessened or eliminated much of that
energy could be wmed outward 0 deal
with the problems of the patriarchal insti-
tutions and world view which women, as
well as men, are indoctrinated with,

The women's groups of the 60's pro-
vided the basis for understanding a lot of
what is taken for granted today about
women's oppression. It seems as though
the conscipusness-raising groups of the
early 70's have largely been replaced by
the action groups of the 80's. Without
arguing against the mecessity of action
groups, I would like 1o suggest that it's a
mistake 10 ignore the power and suppon
possible in a consciousness-raising or
consciousness-sharing  group,  These
leaderless, anti-hierarchical circles, the
beart and soul of the carly women's
movement, and inherently anarcha-
feminist as they are, are the prototypes of
the cells which might make up the tissues

we're
lm-olvedm.l-lamnmmueﬂngma
month eliminates a ot of the guesswork
and ensures that you stay in contfnuous
contact. It cuts against the superficial,
one-dimensional nature of most relation-
ships to know and be known over a period
of time.

It's very “centering” 1o be in this kind
of group. For those people who have
issues about themselves or their lives
which they want help in resolving, a
support group can often be a solution.
While therapy relationships can be
(although they aren’t always) disempow-
ering siations which leave us dependent
on "experts”, a self-help group offers an
egalitarian base which allows people 10
give and receive help from a position of
equal power, For people who have
difficulty asking for and receiving support
(and are often in the position of giving it,

enormous emotional deficit)

creating an
Lhchmllinuwhmafmm‘ﬂyun
welcome relief.

From what | have observed there are a
few things to keep in mind to help ensure
a satislying and enduring group. The first
is that the group should share some
common ground in terms of valoes. In the
case of owr group, one woman called
together a group of women that she felt
would work well wgether. Her intuition
happened 10 be right. In other cases, I've
heard of groups forming around various

Groups

A SAMPLE AGENDA

The following is an agenda which could
be drawn from to start a suppor group
ol
1) The welcome. The person or people
who have called the group together
welcome the people who have come and
explain their iniention. The importance of
building trust is stressed.

an agenda can be read out. The times for
the various stages should be included.
Any time negotiating should be done at
this time. Someone from the group can
volunizer 1o be the time keeper,

3) Personal introductions. Everyone in
the group pairs off with someone they
don’t know and for five minutes each
person tells the other anything they'd like
about themselves. After two and a hall
minutes, time¢ shoold be called so that
both people get equal time.

4) Introductions to the group. The group
comes back together and cach person, in
wm, introduces the person they were
paired with,

5) Why I came. A briel go around allows

emerged for us is one of dealing with
whatever immediate concemn each woman
might have. Each woman will talk unin-
termupied for about twenty minules, more
or less. Afer she is finished, she can ask
for advice or answer questions from other
members of the group,

Not only do you get support and vali-
dation from the grovp in dealing with
your own peoblems and expericnces but
your own cxpericnce is extended and en-
riched by that of others. Rather than being
in a situation of having no background in
dealing with a life crisis until it is upon us,
n:hmlmuluﬂmlgmmum

what's involved. You also have the
security of knowing that you won't be
facing difficull times alone.

In our group, in the year and a hall
we've been logether, we have explored
desires for and frustrations  with moth-
erhood, the difficulties and pain of caring
for an aging parent, the pleasures and
pains of lave, jealousy, creativity, healing,
spirituality, to name a few. When 1 look
ahead, it makes me feel more confident 10
know that there will be this healing and
strengthening circle (o wm 1o, come what
may; it is, for me, a "sill point in &
tuming world.” O

Mwmmxmﬁrﬁeu

P.O. Box 99, Lillooet, B.C. VOK 1V0.

w stick with ir I they want 1o leave the
group they should come 1o a meeting and
explain why rather than just stop showing

cluding time, place, faciliators, snacks
ete,

Suggestions for topics for the next
meeting could include one person telling a
half an hour story of pan of their life.
Other topics which ecach person could
speak o might include r:iaﬂus carly

parent or any number of such subjects,

After the first meeting it's important
that the respongibility not rest with the
person who initisted the group to sct up
the next one. Another person or two
should take responsibility for planning the
structure of the next session. A group can
easily Mlounder if one person gets saddled
with the responsibility for making sure
things happen.

Although our meetings began as reason-
ably structured, the pattiern which has

Bcfffﬂ f¥4~ﬁd+fF3vm6f5
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practical & other- |
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by Ron Hayley (with thanks to Susan
for help with sources)

Thix article, the third in @ series, grew owt
of an article on the history of anarchism
(see KIO #12) that was criticized (justly
so) for focussing primarily on white men.
Fart Il (in KIO #16) dealt with anarchism
and the Third World. This is Part 111,

In order to be able to put the historical
muterial in something of a contexs, it
migkt be weful to consider some of the
contradiclory pulls that have exerted
themselves in the feminist movement — a
tendency to agitate for aulonomous action
by women vs. an attitude of “waiting for
the revolution™ to solve things, a tendency
o conceive of women's liberation as a
spiritualiculiural strugple vs. one which
aims fo change the materinl and social
circumstances surrounding women's lives.

The recent feminist movement is largely
the xtory of these contradictory pulls. At
one end of the spectrum are the sepa-
ratists advocating an entirely independent
wiren's movement (able to unite women
of all races and classes); at the other are
those holding the traditional socialist
‘w:gﬂu anarchist) expeciation that, by

unigueness of women and the necessity of
spreading @ feminist sensibiliy and
Mm)mwmmmmr&
they C“radical” or “soclalis”)

advocale improving women's m-mm
vis-a-vis economic and reproductive

lent death.”

Another of the characteristic features,
according to Fromm, "is the central role
of the mother in their social structure and
their religion.... The mother, as goddess
(often identified with mother earth), be
came the supreme goddess of the religious
world, while the canthly mother became
the centre of family and social life.”
Monica Sjoo, in her The Great Cosmic
Mother of All, has explored-the multi-
plicity of forms wken by |I!:mgnd—
dess and has P o

Anarchy for Beginners,

KICK IT OVER SPRING :m

Part 3

I — ]

A Herstory of

‘Women in Europe

Because of our historical ignorance and
pro-Western bias, most accounts of femi-
nism begin with the late cighicenth cen-
wry and Mary Wollsonecraft, and we
must now pick up where they do. Like all
revolutions, the French Revolution gener-
ated a lot of “sidecurrents”, one of them
being the demand for women's equality.
Many women distinguished themselves on
the barricades leading 10 the overthrow of

leyrand, protesting the decision of the
post-revolutionary Convention in Paris
deny political rights 1o women, In l'l:l.'
she adduces an anarchist argument, saying

that l}nmy‘mwluemmdwcurl
it rears its brazen front, will ever under-

mine morality..” In otz words, froodoml
is indivisible. She gocs on to say, “Lei
there be..no cocrcion established in soci-
ety, and the common laws of gravity pre-

vailing, the sexes will into their peoper |

places.”

some of the cosmology destroyed by |lu:
religions of patriarchy, This displacement
is indirectly described in some of the
great myths of ancient civilizations, such
a5 the one of Babylonian origin in which
the "Gremt ‘Mother” of the Universe,
Timmat, iz overthrown by & coterie of gods
led by her son, Marduk, and her body
destroyed 10 make heaven and  carth,
Lewis Mumford has said of the new
patriarchal, urban cultures that “To exert
power in every form was the essence of
civilization; the city found a score of ways
of expressing  struggle, aggression,
conquest — and servitode,”

Erich Fromm has a similar appraisal:
“One of the most significant features of
the new urban socicty was that it was

ent: control of natore, control of slaves,
and control of women and children.”

The Iroquois were, prior 10 and for
short time afler the European conquest, an

of this [pre-patriarcial Neolithic culture.

rights. A hist women fi those
consciously feminist) have embraced all
of these poxitions (and all the shadings in
between) and, 1o this day, do not have o
wnited stance on any of them.

Anarchy and Matricentric Societi

According to an cighicenth century Jesuit

“All real authority is vested in
fiwomen]. The land, the ficlds and their
harvest all belong 1o them, They are the
souls of the Councils, the arbiters of peace
and of war. They have charge of the pub-
lic treasury...” Half of all religious practi-
tioners were women, and clan mothers
distributed food ding to the needs of

Since, in the words of Alexandra Devon
(KIO #17), “Many tribal peoples were
anarchists long before the torm meant
anything 0. Europeans,” it makes sense
10 start with the women-centered cultures
of ages past - socleties which practiced
an anarcha-fominist vision in reality, if
not in theory. Erich Fromm, in his book
The Anatomy of Human
Destructiveness, describes the Neolithic
village of Catal Huyuk, which was
uncarthed in this century in what is now

cach family. "[Hospitality] rested chiefly
upon the industry, and therefore upon the
natural kindness of the Indisn women.®
Says one anthropologist of women's im-
pact on the ambience of the calure,
“Women's activitics were celebmited in
the ceremonial cycle, and female virtues
of food-providing, cooperativencss, and
notural  fertility were respected and
revered.” Jake Swamp, Chicl of the Woll
Clan {sce K10 #14), describes the role of
Troquois women in choosing and, on occa-
sion, d.cpuswg the traditional chiefs,
which 1o this day.

modern Turkey. The oldest di i
date hack to 6500 B.C. "Neolithic” is the
term used o describe the “smge” in
homan  (technological)  development
beyond honting and gathering, involving
the domestication of plants and animals (1
am not cquating "beyond” here with
better). It is worth noting that women are
g:nmllyueﬁundwﬂhﬂ:dcvcbpmsal
of agriculture. Fromm describes some of
significant :Mmmnd&umcﬂy'
"There were

Another example of female power in
pre-capitalist socicties is the (African) Tho
practice of “sitting on a man” (see KIO
#7). In New Caledonia, in the Pacific,
Kanak women have organized their own
separate groups to deal with the problem
of patriarchal artitedes among Kanak men,
while fighting side by side with the men
o seize control of their country from the
French  seulers  (see  KIO  #15).
Throughout human hisiory, women in all

many J

but there is 6o evidence of a hierarchical
organization.... [Tlhere i no evidence of
any sack or massacre during the eight

years so far  explored. ..
Furthermore..among the many hundreds
of skeletons uncarthed, not a single one
has been found that showed signs of vio-

cultures  have against
domination, bul, in the words of Sheila
Rowbotham, this is largely "hidden from
history™. Uncarthing this movement is a
daunting task confronting feminists and
others  sympathetic 0 a  feminist
perspective.

the but as Mary

raft was married o an anar-

wrote, “Easier was il 1o attack the scred
majesty of kings than 1o question the in-
equality of the sexes,” Many women de-
manded equal rights in the new Republic,
but their efforts were rebulfed. One ac-

Catherine Tammaro and Alexandra Devon

tivist, Charlotie Corday, for reasons hav-
ing nothing o do with feminism, under-
100k 1o assassinale Marnt, o main leader of
the dictatorial faction, for his role in muor-
dering thousands of his fellow French-
men.

Mary Wollsionecraft's was one of the
first professional treatises on the subject
of women's rights (as already noted, there
were lots of grassroots feminists who ag-
itated in othor waysh By today's stan-
dards it is fairly conservative: it is first
and foremost an appeal 1o men's “reason”,
and it is largely concemed with the prob-
lems of women of privelege, The Vindi-
cation of the Rights of Women opens
with a letter 1o the French minister, Tal-

chist, though the term hadn’t yel acquired
popular currency. William Godwin was
one of the foremost political philosophers.
of his generation, and both he Ind Mary
Waoll afl h;nd a prof

on later generations of English radicals
(for more on Godwin, sce “Anarchy for
Beginners -- Part 1° in KIO #12),

After Wi *s death (in child-
birth}, other reformers began 10 mise the
issuc of women's freedom and their
equality with men. The issue of women's
liberation was given far more emphasis by
the carly English socialists, led by Charles
Cwen, than by the Marxists of one and
two genemtions later. What Sheila Row-
botham said of the anarchists applies w |
the Owenites:  “there was a very strong
tendency o live oot the ideals of the
future socicty within the existing world.”
One of the innovations that the Owenists
came up with was 1o replace the pub —~ a
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preserve of male bonding and exclusivity
— with a sont of political club, where
people of both sexes could go 1o socialize
and discuss politics, and where everyone
felt on equal terms (for more on this
period, see Eve and the New Jerusalem:
Socialism and Feminism in  the
Nineteenth Century by Barbara Taylor,
Pantheon, New York, 1983).

Flora Tristan and Louise Michel

Across  the English Channel, Wol-
stonecruft’s ideas had influenced Flora
Tristan, better known as the grandmother
of French painter, Paul Gauguin, Tristan
wits born of a French mother and a nobile-
bom Peruvian father. However, owing o

—— . 4

various circumstances, Flom grew up poor
and remained so for the rest of her life.
Tristan's radicalism was panly a product
of her father regaling her with tales of his
old friend, Simon Bolivar, the “liberator™
of South and Central America. At 18,
Flom married a lithographer in whose
shop she worked, bot five years later, tired
of the boredom and hypocrisy of her
middle class existence, she "deserted” him
and struck out on her own, Outraged by
her uppityness, her hushand spent the next
several years hounding her, abducting her
children and trying 10 get her fired from
her various jobs, One day he tracked her
down and shot her in a Paris street in
broad  daylight.  Fortunately, Flora

survived and her husband was sentenced
o twenty years hard labour,
Flora lived an i ibl

she believed that workers had to organize
for themselves, and agitte for social

lifestyle for a woman of her time, even
travelling to and around Pero without a
man. In theory, she was an advocate of
“free love”, i.e. that women should enjoy
the same freedoms as men, but in reality
she was completely devoled (o the cause
of social change, o the point of being a
martyr. In 1844, she died of overwork.
Flom was extremely knowledgable, and
was the author of works of fiction and
non-fiction. In 1839, she travelled to
and investigated the social con-
ditions of the working class, authoring
Promenades des Londres, an unac-
knowledged precursor of Frederick En-

gels” more famous Condition of thnl
‘Working Classes in England. Her expe-
rience of patriarchal oppression lead her
1o say that Mary Wollstonecraft's treatise
"was an imperishable work...becanse the
happiness of mankind (sic) will depend
upon the triumph of cause defended in
this book.” Though known for her ndvo-
cacy of women's rights, she is better
known for her role as a forerenner of syn-
dicalizm. Tristan was not an anarchist, but
she did believe that improvement in the
lives of workers was not going to come
about through fantastic schemes for social

ion or from appealing 1o the
inherent "reasonablencss™ of the oppress-
ing classes, Thoogh non-violent by nature,

Justice rega of the i It
was she and not Marx who uttered the
famous phrase that “the emancipation of
the workers must be brought about by the
workers themselves,” and she sought to
implement this by devising the scheme for
a “"worker's union”, an  organization
supported by voluntary donations which
would defend on a nationwide scale the
interests of workers against  capital.
Considered too radical by most publish-
ers, she was unable to get her proposal
into print, and had 0 traverse the streets
of Paris on fool, visiting anyone who
would listen, Afier collecting donations
from the novelist George Sand, amongst
others, she finally published it heesell, On
the road promoting the book and aiding
workers wherever they were engaged in
struggles against the bosses, Flora finally
died of & cercbral hemorrhage. She was
only 41 years old.

Louise Michel, like Flora Tristan, was
both a feminist and o partisan of working
class struggle. In fact, she wok the class
struggle orientation in Flom Tristan's
work, and made it even more explicit.
Bom out of a dalliance between a peasant
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only rights granted 10 & heart which beats
ffor freedom is in the shape of a bullet. 1f
that iz 50, | want my rights....If you let me
live, 1 shall never cease 1o shout
vengeance on you who have killed my
brothers... If you are not cowards, you
will kill me." As it happened she was
banished to a penal colony in New Cale-
donia in the Pacific Ocean. On route to
the port city of Marseilles, a workman
standing by a small town station saw the
prison train pass and shouted, "Vive le
Commune!”, This boosted Louise's spirits
and gave ber the courage she needed.
During her stay in New Caledonia, she
became an anarchist. After eight years,
she was pardoned and allowed 1o return 1o
France. Several years later — in 1883 --
she was arrested for leading a procession
of unemployed workers who broke into
shops and dismributed bread. She was
sentenced (0 six years. When her mother
(1o whom she was completely devoted)
died two years later, she was offered a
jpardon, but refused and had to be carried
out of prisor.

Shortly after her release, at the age of
59, she was giving a speech in a large
hall, when a drunken man, incited by a
priest, shot her in the car. She refused 10
the mun and, in fact, hired him a

girl and the son of an -, Louise
wirs raised by her paemal grandparents
who sllowed her & carefree, non-sexist
childhood and, despite their class position,
instilléd in her all sorts of rudical Republi-
can ideas.

Louise was highly educated and com-
pletely fearless in her belicfs. Like Tris-
tan, she wrote novels and poetry and cor-
responded  with major figures, like the
novelist Vicior Hugo. When the Paris
Commune uprising erupted in the wake of
the Franco-Prussia War, Louise was on
the barricades; and fought with a regiment
of the people’s National Guard, The Paris
Commune was a curions phenomena: hall
patriotic uprising against the capitulation
of the bourgeoisie in surrendering Paris 10
the Prussians, half social revolution, “The

letarians of Paris," the ion of

biwyer. The next yesr she was again
arrested, and this time her jailers. stipped
wine into her beverage and succeeded in
getting her dnmk  before her  court
appearance, with the aim of having her
discredited and sent off to an asylum foe
the: “mentally insanc™. The plan was
exposed, and Lovise moved o England
where she continued to lecture. Towards
the end of her life, she developed an
interest in Russia, and said prophetically
of that country: "Waich developments in
Russia....You will see in the country of
Gorky and Kropotkin tremendous events
will occur, 1 see a revolution nsing and
growing which will remove the Tsar...and
what will be most surprising will be the
fact that in Moscow, in Petersburg, in

dt, in S the soldiers will

the Commune announced, "in the midst of
the defeats and betrayals of the ruling
class, have come o understand that they
must save the situation by taking the con-
doct of public affairs into their own
hands....They have realized that it is their
highest duty and their absolute right to
marke themselves the masters of their own
fates and to seize the power of the Gov-
emment.” On the 16th of April, 1871, the
Commune ordered that all factories and
workshops not working be registered, and
ordered plans for their being run by the
workers who would form co-operatives,
Furthermore, these co-operatives were 10
be amalgamated into one great co-opera-
tive organtzation for the entire city.

The Paris Commune was crushed by the
federal go with the i
of Prussian troops. Michel was among the

in I
side with the people.” In this, she was
absolutely comect

Louise remained a proud, independent
woman until the end. Commenting on
Moliere's remark that woman was the
“soup” of man, Louwise said, "1 have re-
fused o be any man’s "soup’.” Louise
died during a speaking wur of France in
1905,

Charlotte Wilson and Lucy Parsons

Another anarcha-feminist of noe is
Charlotte Wilson, co-founder along with
Peter Kropotkin of the Freedom maga-
zine in London, and of Freedom Press.
Both are now into their 101st year of op-
ention. She was also a member of the
Fabian Socicty, whose other notables in-
cluded Bemard Shaw and Beatrice Webb.

last group of fighters o be d and
dizsarmed. She could have escaped, but
had chosen o fight until the end. When
the fighting ceased, a bloodbath began in
which the government massacred 25,000
men, women and children. Forunately,
Louvisc slipped away but, when she
leamed that the government had taken her
mother hostage, she wmed herselfl in. Ay
her trial, she declared, "It seems that the

In a pamp publi by the Fabians,
she wrom:
Life in common has developed social

instint in two conflicting directions,

and the history of our experience in

thought and action iz the record of

this strife within each individual, and

its reflection within each society. One
is towards

The other...is towards equal brother-
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hood (sic), or to the seif-affirmation

and fulfillmen: of the greater and true

human self. which includes all nature,
and thus dissolves the illusion of
mere atomic individualism,

Before the First World War, feminism,
with the suffragists movement, was a hot
opic on the anarchist lefi. Most wok the
taditional  socialist position that the
women's movement had 10 subordinate it-
soll 1o the workers' movement. However,
in a pamphlet for Freedom I‘rus L:Iy
Gair made the i

what remained from the fire of her per-
sunnj papers. Originally, an advocate of

by the deed” {i.e. acts of in-
dividual terror), she gradually abandoned
this belicf and anarchism aliogether, be-
coming a member of the Communist
Party. An apt metaphor for her whale ca-
reer 15 an incident which ok place in
1887. The police in Orange, New Jersey
had banned her from speaking. She kicked
in the door of the lecture hall and spoke
anyway. Such was her spirit, her de-

observation:
win free communal life it will be
found, not that women are to be
emancipated by becoming lawyers

and doctors and what not, but that
men are 1o be emancipaied by with-
drawing from such abnormal occu-
pations and returning home o home
and parden and field as the true

bborn in Texas in 1853 and was destined 10
become a major leader of the largely
‘white labour movement in Chicago in the
1870"s and 80's. Her husband, Albert Par-
sons, was one of the five, mostly anar-

Emma Goldman and Voltairine De-
Cleyre

Much has becn writien about Emma
Goldman. She espoused anarcho-syndi-
calism and anarcho-communism  (sce
KIO #12 for more on these), but, unlike
her contemporarics, she placed more em-

very largely for its own needs, able 1w rely
upon itself, and therefore able to be inde-
pendent” — an anticipation of wday’s in-
terest in a decentralized society. On the
subject of women, "Let woman ask her-
self, "Why am | the slave of man?* There
are two reasons why, and these oltimately
reducible to a single principle = the ay-
its two instruments, the Church — that is,
the pricsts — and the State - that is, the
legislators.”

Towards the end of her life, she devel-
oped a keen interest in the Mexican Rev-
olution, and in the fate of Indian peoples,
in particular, She was stwdying Spanish
and Lot s i - o jﬂlﬂ the i b
Yaqui Indians when she died i 1912 at
the age of 46,

Two "Fellow-Travellers™

phasis on the imp c of i

ion, in a way which
a more contemporary approach. Emma
didn't have a lot of faith in "masses”. She
believed the masses o be fairly incrt and
herd-like, and saw the impetus for change
coming from deiermined minoritics. She
also believed that each individual had w0

A of Voltairine DeCleyre
‘was Rosa Luxemburg. Rosa was no anar-
chist. In fact, she mamied one 10 gain
German  citizenship and prompily  di-
vorced him, in the words of one of her bi-
ographers, as "she did nol want 1o b® as-
sociated zw.n mdum:lly with the anarchist

unciergo a moral revolution if society was
w move forward. But, despite her
pathbreaking work as an advocate of
women's liberation, this occasionally led
her 1o "blame the victim”. For, instance,
time and again, she  dismissed
improvements in the Jot of women as be-
ing relatively trivial, while seeming o
suggest that women could overcome their
oppression by an act of personal
willpower, or even that women were
somehow 10 blame for their oppression.
Of course, this was not the overniding as-
pect of her wok (for 2 more

One of her last major contributions was
1o travel w Spain during the Spanish Civil
War and 10 Jend support w0 the social
rovolutionfcivil  war - waged | by ithe
anarchists and others against Franco and
the forces of reaction, She made special
ciforis o help Mujeres Libres (or Free
Women), an aulonomous women's group
that sought liberation for women in the
conteat of the wider struggle.

Voltaitine DeCleyre, Emma's contem-
porary, spent her adolescence in a convent
in Samia, Ontario and developed a keen
hatred of religioos suthority. Like Emma,
she became an anarchist through the
Haymarket experience. Like Flora Tristan
and Louise Michel, she had the unhappy
expenience of being shot by a man.
Severely wounded by a former pupil (she
utored various subjects 10 make a living),
she refused o prosecute and Emma
Goldman raised money (o aid in her re-
covery (she once stood in for Emma and
made a speech at a strike afier Goldman
had been arrested). This was a few years
after a certain Senator Hawley, during the
anti-anarchist hysteria of the carly 1900's,
offered a $1000 to have a shot st an anar-
chist. Voltairine had sent Hawley her ad-
dress and offered 10 serve as a target if he
would first let her explain to him her an-
lﬂuapwlplu

mmrmgphhﬁﬁhﬁlm
the population will go after the fragments,
mmwuummmmm

smllemmmmiuwmmumun
lines of

she did atempt o
“rehabilitie” for Marxism the idea of the
general strike, which derived from

Bakunin and others. She also entered into
some conflicts with Lenin which revealed
4 corain anti-authoritarian bent. As she
wrote in 1904, "The self-discipline of so-
cial democracy (Marxism) is nol mercly

the repl
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mediate efforts of all concerned, but by
means of formal decisons handed down
from the central instinutions... Some third
party decidex your fate: this is the whole
essence of bureaucracy.” Luxemburg, of
coarse, was murdered in 1919 with the
connivance of her fellow “socialists™ who
had inherited the government from the
monarchy after the defeat of Germany in
the First World War.

Anarcha-Feminism From the Thirties
(n

Even more impressive than cither the
German or the Russisn Revolution was
the Spanish Civil War, in which a quasi-

hist society was blished for a
short time in several parts of Spain.
Caught between a rock and a hard place,
several “leading  anarchist®  militants
joined a Republican govemment coa-
trolled by right-wingers and Communists
which, along with the anarchists, was doy
ing batle against Franco supported as he
was by the fascists in Italy and Nazi Ger-
many. One of these, Frederica Montseny,
hecame the Minister of Health,

Al a more grass-roots level, o group
called Muferes Libres was formed which
dealt with women's  unique  concems
{usually ignored by the political hanchos),
while still working in tandem with the an-
nrchist movement. Al its peak, Mujeres
Libres involved 20,000 women, Many
women fought in froni-line combal, and
this |n|:Iudu:I some women from foreign

French philosopher  Simone

of the auth

y of the

bourgeois rulers with the authority of the
central committee.” In 1918, she wrote (of
the Russian Revolution), “Freedom oaly
for the supporters of the government. oaly
for members of one party -- however nu-
merous they may be — is no freedom at
all. Freedom is always exclusively free-
dom for the one who thinks differently.”
Another dissi C i

Weill fought beiclly with the Dormuti {an
anrchist) Colomn, but scalded hersell
while cooking and had 10 retum to France,

Onco(llw.'mn critics of the anarchist

journal, Volonta, which, 1o this day, is 8
stimulating source of new muenals on
anarchism and anarchist theory (in past is-
sues, Kick It Over has published edited
wanslutions of pieces from their maga-
zinc), Their doughier, Maric Louise
Berneri, moved 1o London und helped edit
Freedom magazine and Freedom Pross
during the war years. She wrote an excel-
lent history of wopianism called Journey
Through Utopia, and another book called
‘Workers in Stalin’s Russia. 5he is well-
known for her famous remark, “When a
povernment puts people in jail for their
political opinions, we do not ask the na-
tionality of that government. We are al-
ways on the side of the victims of stale

.* Mary Louise faced a promising
future, but unfortunately died in 1949 at
the age of only 31.

That same year, Simone de Beauvoir
published The Second Sex, a major work
that provided much of the thearetical un-

ing for the "second wave” of femi-

nism in the late 60°s and early 70's. De
Beauvoir inclined towards Marxism, but
‘her incipient critique of "historical materi-
alism® (the theory that economics deter-
mhucnlm]mn‘ldmm‘ulmlnu
Mean-

of scha:

while, in the U.S., Mildred Loomis, co-
humdms:bwldm“
continuing her crusade for decentralism
(see K10 #17), and wrote about her expe-
riences in @ book called Decentralism,
published in 1980,

As mentioned in "Anarchy for Begin-
ners (Part 1)* ~ KIO #12 - the radical

Kollanai, wrote a couple of years later
that “The harm of bureaucracy does not
only lie in red tape....The harm lies in the
snlmmcraﬂlnuhinns.nubymd
open of opinions or by the im-

of the late 60's and early 70's
had strong anarchist overiones. In her
landmark book, Sexual Politics, Kme
Millew wrote, "an ideal politics might
simply be conceived of as the arrange-
ment of haman life on agreeable and ra-
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uonal principles from whence the entire
notion of power over others should be
banished...” Around the same time, Shu-
lamith’ Firesione, declared the goal of
feminigt revolution to be “communistic
anarchy”, though her overall politics were
fairly authoritarian, Begin At Start by Su
Negrin, published in 1972, was a pio-
neering book which attempted a holistic
analysis of power and oppression, and
sought to fuse the personal and the politi-
cal. Negrin was very much influenced by
anarchism, by the writings of Muray
Bookchin, in panicular, The mid-seven-
tics also saw the publication of two femi-
nist ylopias — Ursula LeGuin's The Dis-
possessed, and Muorge Piercy’s Woman
On the Edge of Time. Both have publi-
cally ascknowledged the role thatr anar-
chism had in helping them formulate these
works,

Around 1975, radical feminism began
making the "self-conscious theoretical
step” 1o anarcha-feminism, With the pub-
lication of essays by Peggy Komegper
and Carol Ehelich and others, anarcha-
feminism as o distinct wendency was bom,
and these works became its founding
lexis.

and the Synth
Tendency

Like many movements (including anar-
chism), feminism is prevenied from
achieving its full potential because of un-
resolved  contradictions in  theary and
practice. Anarcha-feminism is one attempt
1o answer some of these contradictions,
however incompletely (see "What is An-
archa-Feminism?" in KIO #11), Ararcha-
feminism offers the perspective that all
forms of oppression are equally impor-
tan; therefore no one movement need ex-
enl its hegemony over the others. It also
argues that the roots of oppression are
neither exclusively material or cultural,
that both kinds of change (socio-sconomic
and a)irilwl-cn!umi} are essential 1o
overcoming women's oppression and cre-
ating a new egalitarian society.

This tendency to "anarchize” feminism
is evident even where the label is not used
== for instance, in the proliferation of writ-
ers who have sought 1 make connections
between the domination of nature and the
domination of women (c.g. Susan Griffin,
Rosemary Reuther, Elizabeth Dodson
Gmy .nnd Catulyn Merchant), Many o~

hetic 10 an
per:per.ﬁm(su 'I’-‘mlheAscu!Mu
o the Age of Caring” in KIO #17). In the
magizine, Harbinger and clsewhere, eco-
feminists like Ynestra King and others
have managed 1o heal the split between
“cultural feminism® and "political femi-
nism” - Wealing women's nururing trits
as derived from socialization, but not
wking the standpoint that they ought
therefore 1o be discarded; mather seeing
|h:m as worth preserving and extending 1o

Oﬂwr women (like Barbara Deming,
Pam McAllister, and the women mt
Greenham Common, many of whom
identify as anarcha-feminists) have fo-
cussed on the interconnectedness of femi-
nism and pacifism, Among the more
noteworthy cfforts s a pamphlet pub-
lished in 1983 entitled, Piecing Tt To-
gether: Feminism and Non-Violence,
which presents an cssentially anarchist
analysis of the inerconnecicdness of war,
patriarchy, statism, mcism, and imperial-
ism. And, finally, there are feminist psy-

h I like Dorothy Di in and
Nancy Choderow who are awempting to
show how exclusive sex parenting by the
mother and (he sexual division of labour
perpetuste the  dualistic thinking und
emotionul life that characterize our patri-

archal society. Some, like Marilyn French,
in her book Beyond Power, are going
even further and are atempting 1o develop
a whole theory of power itself. Needless
0 say, these are all welcome develop-
ments, and augur well for the future of
feminism and anarchism.

Conclusion

This survey of the history of anarchism
and feminism has ceftainly not been com-
plete. 1 did not discuss Dorothy Day,
Milly Rocker, Theresa Claramunt, or
Mollie Steimer. However, hopefully oth-
ers will be inspired 1o write about them,
The following is as complete a hibliogra-
phy as I could produce. T have not read all
of these by any means; | list them as ref-
crences for further study. ]

Hibitlograghy

The Anclent Religion of the Great Cosmic Mother

of Al by Monica Sjoo and Barbars Mor, Rakibow
Bress, Trondheim, Norway, 1981,

Women Are the Real Left/Wider We - Towards
An Anarchist Politics by Monica Sjoo {with Keith
Matherson), 1979. Available from: 3, Dwr Bach,
Jordansion mr, Fishguard, Dyfed, Wales, UK.

The Anatomy of Homan Destructiveness by Erich
Fromm, Holt, Rinchart and Winmon, New York,
1973,

Seven Women Against the Waorld by Margaret
Goldimith, Meobuen and Co, London, 1935
(reprined by Hyperion Press, Westpon CT, 1676}
The Red Viegin: The Memolrs of Loukse Michel
edited and tranalased by Bullin Lowry and Blizabeth
Ellington Gunter, Univerrity of Alsbama Press, Und-
vessity AL, 1981,

Loulse Michel by Edith Thoma, Black Rose, Mon-
treal, 1980,

“Thees Euays on Anarchiom™ by Charfose Wilion,
Cienfuegos Press, Ovkmey, 1979 (ot of print).

The Slow Burning Fuse: The Lost History of
British Anarchists by John Qusil, Paladm, London,
1978

Hidden From History: Rediscovering Waomen in

Histury From the 17ih Century to the Present by

Sheila Rowbotham, Pamtheon, New York, 1974

Wamen, Resistance and Revolution: A History of

Women and Revolution in the Modern World by

Sheila Rowbotham, Vintage, New York, 1974,

Lucy Parsons: Americam Revolutfonary by Car-

olyn Ashbangh, Charles H. Kerr, Chicago, 1976

“Haymarket and Lucy Parsons® by Arlene Meyen in

[ Vol 17, Na. 2

1986).

Anarchism and Other Essiys by Famma Goldomen,

Dover, New York, 1963,

Living My Life (vols. | and 2) by Emema Goldman,

Daver, New York, 1970,

Vision On Fire: Emma Gobdman on the Spanish
edised by David Poner, Ce

Press, New Palez N.Y, 1983

Hebiel in Paradive (3 bogrephy of Emms Goldman)

by Richard Dirineon, Bantam, New Yock, 1973,

Red Fmma Speaks: Sclectod Writings and

Speeches by Emma Goldman cdited by Alix Kaies

Shullman, Vintage, New York, 1973,

“Dancing in the Revolution: Emma Goldman's

Feminism®™ by Alix Kaes Shalman in Soclalist Re-

view, No. 61 (March-Apal 1952},

Nowhere Al Home: Leticrs From Exile of Emma

Goldman and Alecander Berkman odied by

Richard and Anns Marie Drinnon. Schocken, New

Yoek, 1975,

Love, Amarchy and Emma Goldman by Candace

Falk, Holt Rinchart snd Winuton, New York, 1984

Emma Goldman: An Intimate Life by Alico

Wexler, Pantheon, New York, 1974,

“Emma Goldenan and Women™ by Alice Wealer in

Our Generation, Vol 17, No, | (Fall/Wimer 1985-

),

“E : The Case for Anarcho-Femirism™

by Marsha Hewitt, ibid.

“The Making of An Anarchist™ by Vaitsirine De-

Cleyre, Employee Theft Press (distribosed by Bound

Together Books, 1369 Halght 5t San Francisco, CA

M1T)

“Viewing Voluirine DeCleyre™ by Alix Kaies Shu-

man M A Journsl of Liberatlon (Fall

DeCloyre by Paul Avrich, Princeton University
Preas, Princeton, 1978,

“The Anarcha-Feminist Response 1o the "Woman
Question” in the Late Nincteenth Century” by Mar.
garet 5. Manh in American Quarterly, Vol 30
(Fall 1978).

Ansrchist. Women: 1870-1920 by Margaret 5.
Marsh [publivher unknown).

" Anarchists of Andalusia, 18681903 by Temma

Kaplan, Primceton University Press, Princeton, 1977,
“Onber Scenarios: Women and Spanish Anarchism”
by Temnma Kaplan in Becoming Vidble: Women in
European History cdited by Renste Bridenibal and
Clandia Keonz, Houghton Mifflin Ca., Boston,
1977,

“Spanish Amarchiom and Women's Liberation™ by
Temma Kaplan in Jowrnal of Contemporary His-
tory, Val. 6, No. 2 (1971}

“Wormen in the Spanith Revolution” by Liz Willss,
Solidarity, London 1975 (reprinted by Lower Depths
Press, New York)

“Mujeres Libres: Individaality and Community™ by
Manhs Acklesberg i Radical America, Vol 18,
Nao 4 (1984).

“Anarchist Femintem in 19t Century Argentina” by
1) Molyneus in Latin American Perspectives, Vol
13, No. 2 (1985).

“Feminiam ind Amarchism in Jipan: Taksmure Tve,
1804-1964% by E Patricia Truram| in Bulletin of
Concerned Asian Scholary, Vol 17, No. 2 (1985).
“Marie-1.ouite Remeri: A Recallection™ by George
Woodcotk i Open Rosd, (Sprng 1978}

Joarney Through Utopls by Matie-Loaise Bemeri,
Frccdom Press, Loodon, 1962
Drecentralism: Where It Came From, Where 1s It
Golng? by Mildred 1. Loomis, The School of Living
Pross, York PA, 1980,

Begin At Start by Sa Negrin, Times Change Prens,
Washington NJ, 1972,

“Anarchinm, Feminism and Economice” by Prggy
Komegger in Second Wave, Vol 4, No. 4.
“Anarchism: The Feminist Connection™ by Poggy
Komegger in Second Wave (Spring 1975,
“Socialism, Amsrchism ssd Feminbsm® by Carol
IZhatich, Research Group One. Vacast Lots Press,
Babismore, date nknouwn

Re-Tnventing Anarchism edited by Howsrd Ehelich
etal, Rowledye snd Kegan Paul, Loadon, 1979 (this
book contain edited vervions of the previoos two es-
says as well as seversl more on the subject of anar

cha-fensinism}.

The Dispossessed by Urnula K. Leliuin, Avan, New
York, 1975,

Woman On the Edge of Time by Marge Piercy,
Faween Crexi, New York, 1976
Anarcha-Feminism: Why the HyphenT by Kytha
Kustin in Open Road (Sammer 1980)

“Feminism: The Anarchist Impuilse Comes Alive” by
Reviliing Women in Open Read (Fall 1977)
“Anarcha-Feminism: Moving Together” by Elxine
Leeder in Open Road (Sammer 1979

“Daily Life in Revolutionary Unopia: Fensinism, An-
archism and Science Fiction” by Lessamn Takver snd
Aly in Open Rosd (Summer 1978),

“What is Ansrcha-Feminiem?™ by Alexandra Devon
in Kick 1t Over #11 (Febnuary 1985).
“Obliserstion Ax A Feminint loeue: Responies —
Women's Pesce Camp: Feminin Revolutionary
Force for Change™ by the Puget Soend Women's
Peate Camp in OFf Our Macks (May 1984}
Phecing It Together: Feminbom and Non-Violencs
by the Feminiwm and Nos-violence Stdy Group
{availsble from: Jenmifer Tilfany, 525 South Danby
Rd., Speneer, New York, 14583).

“The Unhappy Marriage of Manism and Feminiam:
Can bt Be Saved” by Carol Ehlich in Women and
Hevoluthon edited by Lydis Sargent, Black Rose,
Maontreal, 1981

“The Scarce of the Nile, Or In Search of the Origing
of Male Domination” by Rosella Di Leo - originally
appeared in Velonta, 1983 (repeim, aloag, with other
snarcha-feminixt tigles, available from the Emma
Goldman Resaurce Groap, 0. Box 5811, Station
A, Toronto, Owtario MSW 1P2).

A group of snarcha-feminists in Montreal are com-
piling and publishing materials on snancha-feminim.
To dae, hey have published throe very hasdzome
pamphlets: “Feminism Ay Anarchism®™ by Lymne
Yarrow, “Anarchism and Feminiim: Women
Workers snd Trade Unions™ by the Dirct Action
Movement, and “Uniying the Knot: Feminimm,
Ansrchism snd Organization” by Jo Freeman and
Catkry Levine. To contact them, wrile to: BOA, Box
988, Desjarding, Montreal, Quebec HSB 1C1.
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by Awa Thiam (thanks 1o Theresa
Habh:ﬂ for her help and some of the
jon used in this

The following article is reprinted from
1he International Social Studies Journal
(Vol. 35, No. 4, 1983), lis author, Awa
Tﬁlnm s, at the time the article was

sion and infibolation. Excision is an oper-
ation which involves either partial or
complete removal of the clitoris, while in-
fibulation consists of removal of the
smaller labia and of part of the greater
labia, which are then closed except for a
small orifice,

Differcat views cxist concemning sexual

ia her in the D
of  Cultural Anthropology Tt the
Universiry qfﬂnkar!n Senagal, She was

abn F of the C
le pour [Abolition des
Musilations Sexuelles (CAMS-

Insernational), Villa 811-Sicap Baobabs,
Dukar, Sencgal, and is the author of La
Parole aux negresses (/978). We have
thoriened the article for reasons of space.
The section removed presented detailed
erganizational kistory, not likely 10 be of
interest to the average reader apart from
the following: it has been very difficult
for black women to work with European
women, whether they call themselves
feminist or not. Whenever [a particular
wroup] opened its doors to them ... The
Enropean women tended o want 1o run
the show...”

Sexual mutilation is not something
peculiar to the *Third World™, In addition
to  the clitoridectomies which are
performed in Canada by licensed doctors,
a whole raft of sexunl mutilations are
carried on in the name of “medical
science”. These range from so-called
“preventative maseclomies” (o breast
implants and plastic surgery aimed ai
making women mare aitractive io men, (o
the large mumber of hkystereciomies
performed on women (one guarter of all
women over the age of 50 have had their
wombs removed), o episiotomics
(widening the vaginal opeming) -—
avoidable in birth if doctors krow how to
perform massage, fo Caesarean sections -
« performed in 20-25% of all births —
which are indicated, some have argued, in
only 2% of all cases, We encowrage owr
readers to contact the CAMS address to
see if ir is still up-to-date, and, if it is. o
send them money to aid in their work

Since the 1970°s a spirited and deter-
mincd campaign for the aboliton of sex-
ual mutilation has been in progress. In Eu-
rope it was touched off by the publication
m 1975 of Aind soir-elle by Benoue
Groult, who must tke the credit for stat-
ing the problem - within the context of
women's liberation - of traditional sexual
mutilation. At the spme time, an Ameri;

ilation. Amb or Black African Muos-
lims who support the practice of excision
ofien back up their arguments by saying
that it is a question of religion; however,
nowhere does the Koran mention this
practice. The only reference these mus-
lims can adduce as grounds for its main-
tenance is Muhammad's admonition 10 a
woman performing the operation: "Do not
operate oo dmstically... it is betier for the
women.” It is not clear from the quotation

carth. This is donc by the shedding of
biood that the carth will “drink’, In the
case of girls it mvolves culting out the
clitoris (excision), and in the case of boys
removal of the foreskin (circumcision),
Other interpretations also exist; for in-
stance, the Bambara ethnic group belicves
that excision represents an act of purifica-
Lion,

Besides these aspects, excision trans-
forms a girl ino a woman, enabling her o
accomplish the tansition from a state. of

ibility 1o one of resp
S0 necatdm,g l0 the Dogon and Ihc
Kikuyu, the girl who has been excised be-
comes a person capable of receiving initi-
ation into the so-called “facts of life”. In
this way excision becomes a rite of pas-
:sgu: l‘mm onc ng: £roup 10 another.

whether or not the Prophet was Torbiddi
the practice of excision; its ambiguity has
led 1w differences of view between those
who favour and those who oppose exci-
sion.

Among Black African Christians, the
argument used by the panisans ol sexual
mutilation is that excision has been prac-
ticed since time immemorial, the religions
aspect being left out of the question, Thiz
is the view among ceriain Diola in Sene-
gal and the Bambara in Mali.

Among animists, such as the Dogon, the.

region it is
practiced, dncs not invoke any pm.nnim
interpretations. Tis sole function is 1o pre-
vent & young girl from having sexual re-
lations before marriage, since she must be
a virgin on her wedding day.3 For the
married woman the aim is identical: 10
prevent her from having sexual relations
in the absence of her hushand. Partial in-
fibulation carried out after childbirth is

designed 10 increase the husband’s plea-
sure as it reduces the size of the vaginal
orifice.

practice of excision [u'ms pan of their
2

by adoption, Fran Hosken, the founder of
Win News,! began the regular worldwide
reporting of information of the same
theme. Black women, including Africans,
also began o speak out. This campaign
has given rise 0 stormy debates, meet-
ings, accusations and oubursts of gen-
uinely felt or pretended passion, as well as
meism, in Africa, America and Europe.
Nowadays, many Africans, Europeans and
Americans who had rejected abolitionist
ideas in regard 1o the practice of sexual
mutilation on the grounds that they em-
anated from women active in the struggle
for women's liberation, or were basically
racist, have moderated their view. This is
no doubt thanks o improved information
on these questions. The campaign to
abolish mutilation is now being camricd
out on an intemational scale.

Mutilation: Interpretation and Atti-
tudes

Sexual mutilation is of two kinds, exci-

fing o |hm boys and

The girl who has been infibulated can-
nol have m}.nuum with a man before ber
oy indes nkes

girls are bom
whwhmakcsmmscanwbclndmr
nous in actual fact Each has two souls,
one male and one female. So both the
girls and boys must dispense with ene of
these souls 50 as 10 become cither entirely
feminine or entirely masculine. Dogon
cosmogony singles out the clitoris and the
foreskin as the elements associated with
the soul that.must be eliminated. AL the
same time, young boys and girls owe a
debt to the carth. The first couple were
creaied in [t by God from earth, so hu-
man beings have contracied a debt 1o it
ever since. Earth is pot only the matier out
of which human beings are made but is
also the instrument through which resur-
rection occurs. Past, present and future are

ized in this « by the

carth,

S0 1o become a complete human being
with no spirially androgynous element
and belonging 1o a sex recognized by
one's spciety, it is necessary o discard the
extra soul and pay the debt owed o the

“de ion”, which in
plas:an!ymﬂmd.ny:hgmnwgemm
summated - and which is lemibly painful.
Immediately after this is done, the woman
must have sexual relations with her hus-
band. After she has survived these sexual
mutilations - from which she suffers both
physically and psychologically - a woman
who has been excised and infibulated not
only frequently experiences frigidity as a
result, but also risks death in childbirth.
Among the Afars and the Issas, who prac-
tice both excision and infibulation, there
is &n estimated 6 per cent annual deathrate
among the female population as a resuli of
these practices.

Today, the majority of the population
groups carrying out sexual mutilation do
s0 without any initistion ceremony giving
it the value of a rite of passage. Whatever
the a posteriori justification may be, exci-
sion and infibulation, as operations expe-
rienced both physically and psychologi-
cally, are "torture-mutilations’,

What are the psychological effects of
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these practices? Girls and women who
have been subjected o mutilation may
come 10 think of themselves as different
from those who have not experienced it
Their attiiude may be either positive or
negative. It is positive if, despite the per-
micious results of these practices, they ac-
cept the arguments that justify them and
support their perpetuation. 1t is negative if
they are conscious of being unjustly um-
putated and expericnce a feeling of rebel-
Tion, whether or not accompanied by
rauma. -

Whether one considers Africa or the
Middle East - arcas where excision and
infibulation are ot present carried out -
nobody wha is objectively informed about
their practice and consequences can ne-
main indifferent 1o this question # For the
purpose of these practices, whether it is
admitted or not, is 1o control female sexu-
ality. Some indeed do not hesitate 10 say
that the aim is to reduce women's hyper-
sensuality. In any case the result remains
the same: to make the young girl es-
sentially a future reproductive and pro-
ductive element. Hence, her life is taken
over and mapped out for her from birth to
death by a patriarchal society, which en-
sures that she is kept in her place at all
stages of her development.

In face of this stae of affairs, reactions
are many and varicd. They range from in-
diffesence, support of condemnation, ko
the view that proper medical facilities
should be provided for such practices. In-
difference reflects the attitode of those
people who are poorly informed as to |be

fanatical or not. But it can also be the at-
titude of Africans or Europeans who op-
pose all efforts w abolish these practices
on the grounds that traditions and cultures
must be respected.

Condemnation comes from  Muslims
who have made an objective study of the
hadiths of Muhammad, individualy who
have not been affected by the alicnation
which simply strengthens the patriarchal
system that oppresses and  mutilaes
women. [t is also the aitude of those
people who have a decp respect for the
fundamental rights of human beings,
whoever they may be.

The argument in favour of proper medi-
cal faciliies for such practices: supporicrs
of this argument - including African and
European doctors - maintain that this is
the best way 1o combat the infection and
deaths that can follow mutilation. Do they
oot realize that this line of argument can
become one of the worst obstacles o the
campaign for abolition? In trying to con-
vince the supporters of sexwsl motilation
to have this camied out under hospital
conditions the argument wms, not on the
necessity of abolition, bul on the deaths
and infections the practices can cause if
they are carried out under unhygicnic
conditions, If they were 10 be maintained
under supervision approved by the medi-
cal profession, dociors could be a m}
influence in perpetuating them,

The Abolitionist Struggle

Once taboo  subjects, excision  and
infibulaion have become issues giving
rise today 1o considerable discussion. No-
hody in Africa - st least amongst the in-
formed sdult population - can now be un-
aware of the practice. The reason for this
is that an information campaign has been
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a Senegalese woman condemns sexual mutilation

carried out by men and women who are
nod content o thiis abominati

ments of the campaigners for the abalition

but are for its total aboli
The struggle for the abolition of sexual
mutilation is being waged by people who
are working in a sysicmatic way 10 outlaw
these practices; there are for cxample a
number of cenain outstmding individuals
fuch as Benoite Groult and Fran Hosken,
and also a number of women's move-
NS,

In France, women's liberation move-
ments of all iendencics ook up positions
in the 1970's amtacking the practices of
excision” and infibulation, and led

of sexual mutilation. One must hope that
the attimde of these women will evolve in
the right direction. But for the moment
their activitics show, in practice, that they
are not really concermed with the issue of
the abolition of sexual mutilation. On the
contrary - their attinde is a stumbling-
block o solidarity between European
feminists and the women of the Third
World in the fight for the abolition of mu-
tilation. Some among them have wold
Western women that "this problem is none
of your huml:ss Why dm this mnmdc
which s

for solidanity with wumcn who had been
subjected o such mutilation, They orga-
nized o great many petitions, articles and
mectings. Black African women from the
Dm;mlmlcnl’mmndagunslm
inuation of these muti
As n resultof this

wcist, exist?  Should Blu.‘k African
women adopt mcist attitudes in response
1o the racist thinking of certain Western-
ers?

On the other hand, other Africi:
wmﬂ have righily endorsed the con-
ion made by women of the African

the Commission powr I Abolition dn
Mutilations  Sexuelles (CAMS) was
founded in 1979, with the aim of eradi-
cating all forms of mutilation affecting the
personality of women - cultoral, political,
psychological, economic and sexual,
More will be said of this below.

The World Confercnce of the United
Nations Decade for Women held, ot the
midpaint of the decade, in Copenhagen in
July 1980 provided the occasion for the
first intermational confrontation between
the supponiers and the opponents of the
continued practice of excision and in-

Diaspora of the way in wln:hmmeEnm—
peans refer w0 excision and &

To remedy these shorcomings, CAMS-
International has raised the question of
whether a legal battle should be fought in
order o enact kegislation abolishing sex-

when they term these practices barbarous
and primitive, like those who carry them
oL

The Copenhagen Conference revealed
the communication difficulties between
Western feminists and women from the
poorer countnes. The feminism of the
former was unacceptable o the other
women - who were still influenced by po-
tnarchal ideology - because they consid-
ered it 1o be an ideology of bourgeois ori-

gin. The negative reaction of women from

ual Lati Bul the ples of Su-
dan, Egypt md Kenya, which have ul
ready outk 1 excision and i

but where those practices continue, point
out the limits of Iegul.nnve mmn though
itis, 3
In the present author's view, ne:thcr e-

pression nor Jaisser-faire policies repre-
sent solutions: effors should be directed
toward bringing about & change in ati-
tudes. The abolition of sexual mutilation
necessarily involves the breaking down of
the social structures that now support it

0 the grest wurprise of their parents, have become
pregrant - ihough infibalated - sher playing sevml
gumes with the opposite vex. The narmwness of the
onfice that remains afier infiulasion does not pre-
et the penetration of seminal fusd

4 Sevual mwtilation is practiced not only in
several Africn wnd Middle Eastem comries (see La
parole aus aegrestes) but i Axia, the USSR and
Latin Amorica s well In Asia the practice
(racition] it confined 1o Muslim wamen in Indsmesia
md Maliysia. In the USSR i is practiced by the
Skoptry. In Latin America excision i carried out in
Brasid, Mexico wnd Peru but non very exsemuively.
ardet o map with sny acomecy the sonns whess
sexizal mutilation b practised.

3. Wil Senegal follow the cxsmple of Egypt,
Sudan s Keerys and sdopt =n shaliienin policy in
regard o sevmal mutilation? Presidest Abdon Dioaf
MM“--&:hw
wothe bemsich of

when he gave warm encoursgement 10 the camprign

B M&“::i"& s ke in the first instance it is neces-
This was conds d by Euro- R many -

R o P, oo,y e i 25 rn e e
nuncintion eamed the disapproval of offi- between the two groups is .

cial and non-official African women dele- 8l the more necessary in view of the fact mmu‘“ S CAMS-1 o
gates. On one side were Ewopean women  that sexual 15 also practiced in 5 o o “I i B ticn e

who, on the strength of their feminist con-
victions and activitics, condemned spe-

European countries where there are large
numbers of immigrants,

grammes which are consonant with the
actual situation of esch country where
i These p

aged by
L Ar regands  imemaional  governersial
organimthom, refermce may he made n Remes
Suwrel’s well-documenied work Loeaterree vive

cific mutilations snd expressed their soli- In its paign  CAMS-I ional
darity with women who had been muti- has so far concenirated on collecting and
lated and with all women i for di inating s much & i

abolition. On the other side were women
from the so-called Third Workd whose re-
sponse was negative, reflecting a back of
awareness of the specific oppression from
which women suffer. This oppression is
found everywhere, even among the upper
siratn of socicty, though it sometimes
takes Jess brutal forms there than among
more modest circles. The gencrous ex-
pression of fellow-fecling of the one side
s barely undersiood by the other due 10
this lack of awarcness. How can one oth-
erwise explain the muimde of cerain
African women, who said "Give us food
mnd water first® or "Give uvs moncy and
leave us alone” in response to Wesiem
women who protested against sexual mo-
tilstion? These different suindpoints are
described with great clarity by Renee
Saurel in Lenterree vive, The arguments
repeated over and over again by certain
wimen during the i

as
possible concerning  sexual  mutilation
practices. AL the same time it

such p ocours.

should be designed 10 ummngt Lh:p:m—
ulations comcemed 10 accept the notion of
aholishing these practices. The devising of

ut:nrgxuaumofnll.mlllndmlm

such progs will require extensive
mauan:h_ As for as Smtsal is concerned,

tional = such as the ional

CAMS-1 that this

symposium held in Dakar on 27, 28 and
29 December 1982 on the theme "Women
in their Societics™ - so that the circulation
of information is not restricied 1o local
[npulalnum To ensure the effectivencss
of its ion work, CAMS-In

work will ke about two years provided
that the material means are available.
These arc sadly lacking in & non-govern-
mental movement of this type, which has
no otfier support than the determination

tional plans 10 open a research and infor-
mation center on women, to launch an in-
termational women's review and draw up
an action programme, The press campaign
on sexual mutilation which has been in
progress for over ten years has, however,
produced limited results. There is, then, a
problem here: either an information cam-
paign is not enoagh, or else the informa-
tion is not put over in o satisfactory man-
ner. Inquirics show that in the countries

reflected the attitude of those on the
‘receiving end’ of aid, an attitade wh:h
can be found at present among g

d only the i g has ac-
cess o such information. The official
spoken and written language is that of the

circles in certain Third World countries,
They appeal for "aid® from the wealthy
countrics, preiending 10 be unaware thd
asking for and accepiing such aid means
playing the same game as neo-colonialists
nnd imperialists of every kind. Because of
this it was felt, in Copenhagen, that a cor-

former coloni: of those The
people at large, who for the most part are
llirerate, are deprived of information and
it is among this sector that the most fer-
vent supporiers of these operations ane
found. This is a severe handicap in the
campaign agminst such practices. Black
African and Arab mu:l!q:umli. like Euro-

and the convictions of its women mem-
bers and the sympathy of a section of
public opinion 6

In the long term it is evident that the
campaign against these practices cannot
succeed unless the social structures in the
countrics where such practices are current
arc challenged.

In sddition, as many in these
stntes (as well as others) must be objec-
tively informed so that they can ke a
definite stand and tackle this issue of mu-
tilation practices. But all this action must
be carried out in conjunction with the
women who are chiclly concerned, and
with the movements which represent the
women who are fighting to bring such
practices (0 an end.

Footnotes

Depaie well staternents and the remark-
shie. sminar orgasieed by WHO i Khassocs b
1979, young girls continue to willer sexoal muils-
won. It has 10 be admined thet the role of the mer.
naticnsl organtsations m the sruggle o sholith these
practices, where it exists st all, has proved 1o be inef-
festive.
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COMPARATIVE HISTORY: OUR STORIES

by Kate Rushin

When [ look into your face

1 swear [ sce Russin and Rumania
| 222 thousands of fa
| se¢ a peasant woman

Her legs strong from the ficlds
Drinking 1ea by the stove

1 see o man leaning over his heavy book

| see a young girl laughing from deep in her belly

I see them
[ see Molly, Rachel, Goldie and Flora
1 see Hurry, Albert, Carl and Ben

And when 1 look at you

I feel my own people gazing out from my eyes

Look and you will see a bondswoman
Her logs strong from the fields
Drinking tea by the hearth

Look and see a man rocking over his heavy book

ay deep in her belly
Look and vou can see the Ashanti, the Bambara, the Fulani
. Ama, Akiba and Snow Pearl

oung girl laughing from

You can see Walter, Kojo, Moses and Ned

Thousands of years
Thousands of people stretch out behind s
Like cars of a freight

How do we compare our terrible histories

The Final Solution, That Peculiar Institution

The Slave Ship, The Death Train

The Gas Chamber, The Lynching Tree
The Amisiad Revolt, the Warsaw Uprising
The Burned Book, The Burned Drum
Belsen-Belsen and Cape Coast Castle

How do we dare to compare these termible historics

[t would have been 100 easy for neither of us 1o be here

If someone had stayed o day too long..,
If someone had left a day too soon...

But here we are
Mecting by chance
As people always do

The daughter of Marilyn and Birdie, Sol and
hier of Roxie and Addie, George and Isanc

The d;

We are here

To fill this moment

‘With the bursting of our heans
We are here

To witness the dead

And the living

In each other's eyes

copyright 1984 by Kate Rushin

es looking out from your eyes
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Review:

Books on Power

by Adrian Ivakhiv

The Parable of the Tribes: The Problem
of Power in Social Evolution, Androw
Bard Schmookler (University of Califor-
nin Press, 1984).

Bevond Power: On Women, Men and
Morals, Marilyn French (Ballantyne,
1985).

There is never power, but only a race
feor power... Power is, by definition,
only @ means... but power seeking,
owing to ity essential incapacity 1o
seize hold of its object, rules out all
consideration of an act, and finally
comet (o take the place of all ends
~Simone Weil

Berrand Russell defines power as the
ahility 1o compel obedience. Talcott Par-
sons considers power 10 be a property
possessed by an actor that enables him or
her to alter the will or actions of others so
they conform to histher will. A number of
writers (mainly wonen) have recently
been focusing their discussion of power
on the crucial distinction botween power-
w0 iu power-from-within) and power-
over, ie,, domination, control, cocrcion.
Andrew Bard Schmookles's The Parable
of the Tribes and Marilyn French's He-

0 the ahhelhe {don"L take that word 100
seriously) genoral audicnce. avoids terms
that could be used 1o ghettoize him into
any “camp”. But they mean the same
thing.

Schmookler begins his analysis by en-
visioning a scenario of severnl tribes liv-
ing. within reach of each other. “If all
choose the way of peace, then all may live
in peace,” but if even one is ambitious for
power and conguest, the others will react
by choosing one of scveral options: they
can imitie the power-maximizing aggres-
sor, be absorbed and transformed by the
aggressive tribe, withdraw 10 less accessi-
ble territory, or be destroyed. "Successful
defense against a power-maximizing ag-
fgressor requires & socicty (o become more
like the socicty that threatens " in every
possible outcome, “the ways of power arc
spread throughout the system.”” Power,
which Schmookler defines as “the ca-
jpacity 1o achieve onc's will against the
will of another,” is "like & contaminant, a
disease, which once introduced will
gradually yet i become uni 1
in the system of competing societies,”

In the precivilized state, human soci-
etics maintained a hunting-gathering -wary
of life that was ideally suited to their sur-
rounding environments, which resembled

socicty were . removed, according 10
Schmookler, socictics were freed 1o pur-
sue unlimited growth, with the only exter-
nal limits being the presence of other so-
cicties.

The bulk of Schmookler's book annly-
s the q of the

“selection for power”, which like Dw
winian natural selection, favours the de-
velopment of certain social forms over
others.  Socicties are favoured, for in-
stance, in which power is centrally held
and hierarchically organized, facilitating
unity of purpose, coordination, and the
sacrifice of the pan for the whole. Such
social systems employ several techniques,
t0 deal with the lack of motivation this'
might engender within individuals: ideol-
oy (such as the powerful alliance of na-
tionalism and institutionafized  religion)
compels the individual to identify with the
aims of the state, socialization and the
moral internalization of societal norms
mto the psyche induces conformiry, and,
when all else fails, direcr coercion guar-
antees subservi The selective pro-

beiwm ourselves and our wnnl sym:ms

cess further "favours the restless spirit
over the more content and self-contained,”
50 that “what emerges is a more and more
stressed adrenalin society always poised
as if W meel a perpetiual emergency.”
Civilired social systems divert natural
hurian energics toward lhur own puw

ends, while enes-
mndqﬂnﬁmﬂalﬂw:ﬁw
goats {cnemy nations and i

"The " he suggests, "is o find a
way 10 displace power” by redesigning the
system (o serve the needs of life, He
docsn't elaborate on this (his next book
will), but we can speculate that such a
task could move in either of 1wo direc-
tions:  toward a centralized, burcavcratic

fare of the other parts as well as its own,
and the system is thereby able 1o mainuin
without diminution whatever it is upon
which the whole sysiem’s i ex-
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Male marginality to the perpetuation of
the species (it was women who gave bink
and reared children) became reinterpreted
as freedom, volition, a stue of tran-
scendence above and beyond the natursl
world, and so control was established as a
value higher than those of fentility, con-
timuation and sharing. In place of fentility
godd and int re-
lated w0 the world, arose pranscendent
male gods, unmoved movers endowed
with power over the created world, al-
fecting nature without in tum being af-
fecied by it These set the groundwaork for
the development of hicrarchy - the
“structural manifestation of patriarchal
values.” ‘
“Masculine” qualities became those that
fix, that make permanent and creste
‘siructure within the sceming flux of na-
ture: codifications of laws or prestige o
customs, suthority, mnk, status, le-
gitimacy, right, possession, as well as the
qualities that support the ability 10 kill
(and thus dominsie nature), such n
prowess, courage, aggressivencss, physi-
cal skill,  Ax their extreme, these nature-
controlling and -transcending values can
be found in the sainly asceticism that al-
Lcmptsmowwn:ﬂ:k\drmdﬁlc
and which ically has
often been hamessed by military disci-
pline and the building of totliterian soci-
ctics. Sex and pleasure, in their motually
affective forms, have consequently been
diminished; sex, claims French, has been
valued primarily 10 the extent that it is
controlled by men.
Thus, the first stratification of man and
mature lod 10 others, and 10 the cstablish-

“making

between order imposed. from M.-d
the “rightly ordered harmonious sysiem”
of nature, he at one poini asseris tha
“only government can rostrain power in
the interests of other values.”

Where French's perspective  differs
from Schmookler’s is in the way she

istence depends,  In contrast, the "zero-
sum game” of civilization, in which pans
seek (o serve their own interests at the ex-
pense of the sysiem’s overall well-being,
is chameterized by decadence, a living
beyond one's means that destroys the
conditions for the healthy continuation of
the present state,

Schmookler’s emphasiz on the role of
power leads him to criticize both the cap-
inlist market sysiem and the Marxist
amalysis of it. By focusing on the eco-
nomic relations of a socicty. Marxists end
10 miss the oot of the problem — the
power 1o compel. OF today’s political op-
tions, Schmookler secs in liberal democ-
racy "the best hope for freedom from op-
pression.” The free market, however, isa
power sysiem in which competition forces
individual actors to reject future-valoing
methods in order 1o survive economically,
The market “gives power 1o money, and
thus o those whose ways are conducive 1o
the making of money,” Market exchanges

the conditions in which the evolution of
our specics (and thus of “human nature”
wok place). There was o natural
“goodness™ in “the fruit of the match be-
tween organism and environment.” With
territorial expansion and increasing pop-
ulation pressure, socicties were forced 1o
gradwlly replace food gathering with
food production, agriculture, sedentary
civilization (and privale property). Facil-
itasted by the development of language,
shsiract thought and the cultural transmis-
sion of social codes, all this led to a deci-
sive break between civilization and the
"natural” world. At the point when the
biologically evolved constraints on human

ignore lities (like the

and third partics), and the greatest trans-
actors (the rich) benefit most while by-
standers (the poor) are victimized. To the
extent that wealth confers political power,
the wealthy are able 0 use the coercive
power of the state o stack the deck in
their favour.

The Parable of the Tribes is a work of
diagnosis whaose perspective leads beyond
guilt and enmity: we are all victims of the
evolutionary selection for power among
human societies. Schmookler is attiempt-
ing 10 provide a “unifying vision of oor
entire predicament” and to liberate the in-
dividual human spirit by driving o wedge

shows i and male-female re-
lations to be intimately inenwined with
the political. The worship of Power as an
end in itsell, acconding o French and
other feminisis, begins with men's cuilec

lization French contrasts 1o the “feminine”
values of life, pleasure and wusting mu-
tual ulfection,

The bulk of Beyond Power consists of a
comprehensive recounting of the history
of male-female relations, a massively-re-
searched compendium of injustices, and
their ultimate effects on both women and
men, Some of the accounts are fascinal-
ng exceptions o the rule -- for instance,
early E; 1 . where women

tive (and, perhaps,
“ar:ition 1 usurp the “natural’ position
of women.” Men have always viewed
women a8 being closer o nature, as
somehow representng it (through their re-
productive biology, their hering func-

worked as estate managers, physicians,
architects, soldicrs, musicians, scribes,
pocts, pricsicsses and merchants, or the
instance of matricentric Minoan Crete, &

tion, cic.), and thus being the inferior that
i 10 be transcended. French has compiled
a few hundred pages of evidence for this,
us she examines human socicties from
matricentric tmes 10 the contemporary
world.  (Marricentry refers w0 the
“organic” socleties in which social rela-
tioaships - were loosely centered around
the bond between mothers and children;
French doubts that any truly “matriarchal™
socicties — those in which women ruled
over men — over existed.) She looks at
animal socicties and those of carly ho-
minids (which appear 1o have been close,
affectionate groups of rlsively genthe
folk, unlike the crude, brutal, predatory
“primal horde™ male theorists like Hobbes
- an English political philosopher - and
even Freod envisioned), and follows
through the evolution of homo sapiens,
focusing on developments such as the in-
vention of tools, the beginnings of fire-
use, hunting, horticulure, language, and
somewhere along the line, the institution-
alization of sex differences. Exch of these
meps, French surmises, heighicned the
distance humans {or men, at least) felt
from the nutural world, and cach served as
a  building block towards the in-
stitutionalization of patrisrchal  villues.

and peaceful Earth
Mother- u‘ﬂnhlppmg calure with highly-
developed (for its time) technical achicve-
ments

The present perspective, for French,
looks pretty bicak (despite the gains made
in recent decades): the past 500 years
have led in a single direction -- towands
greater. centralization of control,  greater
institutionalization and increased instru-
mentality in our approach o the world
around us — in fact, French thinks, w-
wards totalitarianism,  She details how the
“pillars of socicty” (medicine, psychol-
ogy, education, law, corporations) prop up
this gencral trend.  All that is Iacking, if
indeed it is lacking. is the "totmlist ideol-
ogy” (French scems half-convinced that
this is provided by the patriarchal philos-
ophy of power). The catalyst that tilts a
controlled socicty over into totlitrianism
is a drive for “purification,” and French
sees an ominoas potential for this in the
“New Right™s drive o “Christianize
America.”

But there is hope, offercd by what
French calls feminism (which the claims
is "the only scrious, coberent, and univer-
sl philosophy that offers an aliernative 1o
patriarchal thinking and stroctures”), but
which has much in common with various




ANARCHA-FEMINISM

forms of anarchism and (*deep”) ecology,
and what scems 10 me 10 be just good
sense. French's inism is a

fiered a coherent and consistent critique of
Power per se was anarchism. Yet the an-

that removes the ides of power from its
central position, and replaces it with the
idea of pleasure and felicity. I.luuphl—
losophy that moves not by the

archistic exy of our era have in-
evitably failed to persevere on & large
scale for any length of time. The Spanish
anarchist collectives of the 1930%s, the

of governments, but by influencing people
and offering a vision. French examines
the different types of feminism, and finds
only mlhs feminism [wu:ulur!y lu:k

Paris of 1871, the revolutionary
Russian soviets, the Hungarian councils of
1956, the Action Committees of France in
1968 - all ultimately caved in to internal
uumnlpmmmnrimuﬂmghm

ing,
mﬁl’msnnﬂamﬂmﬂ
power.  She recognizes no ideological
“purity,” however, no absolutes or single
correct line of action. “If freedom means
the absence of constraints,” she writes,
“then freedom does not exist,” nor can ity
‘domination, morecver, is 10 some degree
necessary -- it is inherent in the human
condition since it is inherent in rearing
children,"The aim of feminism should not
e some single liberation, for "we are pant
of a process that must continue for as long
as the world endures... The end is the pro-
cess: integrating ourselves and carrying
integration as far inio the world as we
can.” The aim is the integration of our
lives and the development of a momlity
that goes beyond Power towards mutual
pleasure and felicity.

Given the fact that we can hardly expect
the urge to powor to fade away com:
pletely, we can gather up some insights
from Schmookler’s and French's analyses
of power, and ask: what practical forms
<an this “moral ion” be

chy, , O P
groups. John Clark, almmbmk
The Anarchiss Moment, acknowledges that
“in 41l cases the most libermtory revolu-
tonary moments have transpired during
the accidental interludes in which a power
vacuum occurred.”  What could be the
ditions for the of such
l “power vacuum™?

(1) To swn with, I think there would

Mvcmhelmlmﬁmhnllm

decision-making, cconomics, energy
mdhdm;y.nmﬂmmkhaw
more sry (more “power”) over how their
lives are run (this could be seen as a kind
of “withering away" of hierarchy).

(2) To the exient that such a “"power
vacuum” today would have to be global in
scope, there would need 1o be some kind
of & ic and ized, world-

tial.)

(3) Among the  information 1 be
disseminated would have 10 be practical
Imowledge of techniques of civilian and
social defense, nonvioleni direct action,
and, a5 a last resort, guerills warfare,

(4) Ye1 a prior precondition for all this
is the gradual discngagement of the global
military-industrial complex, the Cold War
apparntus that keeps the planet st gun-
point.

But, at bottom, these changes would not
be enough (and woald probably be impos-
sible) without the kind of “moral revolu-
tion” Marilyn French speaks of - the de-
velopment of a “new sensibility™ and
morality that is ecological, that valves life
more than it worships Power, that values
the sensitive, affective, nurturing and
communal sides of human nature at least
equally with the ambitious, competitive
and individualistic. To bring about this
change in consciousness, there would
have 10 be a re-cvaluation of the basic
values  underlying  modem  West-
emfindustrial society, and a recognition of
Power - the urge 1o control and dominate
natgre and others - as the oot of our
global dilemmas, and one replaceable by a
re-valuation of pleasure, fclicity, and ac-
of and op 1o life’s natural

wide communications network that could
provide the infrastructure necessary to
monilor and guard against buman and
ecological rights \'iohﬂms. and  that
would provide for a free flow of ideas and

into, 0 guaranice that Power will not re-
muwmwﬁuwwm

{Such a network exists in
embryo amaong various
mm-ﬂmmﬁkn&wr

I, Eanh First!

again? OFf all the political philosoph
that developed during the Gmceuurym
dustrial revolution, the only one that of-

Thank yow, Glen R. Harrington (of
ARK IT) for the "Meat is Murder™ article,
It is important 1o envision, as we modify
our behaviour, what we can be moving lo-
wards, as well as what we need to avoid
and why. In extreme example, if we sub-
stitule Guatamalan Antigua coffee for
milk, then we've substituted Guatamalun
oppression for that of cows.
Constructively, laying hens are rela-
tively easy 1o keep at home, Give them a
yard (or a hen house), scraps and grains il
in a yard and they can forage (or laying
mash in & coop) and voila, cggs I'ruul
happy hens, We have a goal coof

powtmywwinmmdkiml.m-
mmmwmm

in Tucson where folks assist in the care of
goats and receive the milk they collect.
Goat milk is much more digestible than is
cow's. Many greens and vegetables are
easy o grow in onc's own garden -- inside
or out. | was recently, happily surprised
at how well onions and radishes (greens
and all) tasted in misofiofu soup. So easy
o grow!

Otherwise, avoid agribusiness whenever
possible. Pay the extra and purchase from
peaple growers, preferably organic. Yes -
- The Personal is Political.

Yours is the only mag/periodical 1 sub-
scribe 0 (although The Nuclear Resister
comes from friends, so I get it wo), 1
can't send & letter 1o ya'll without saying
how much 1 enjoy and look forward to
KIO. Itis invariably worth reading. A
lot of work to put out undoubtedly and if
ya ever wonder why ya do it think of
some happy informed woman in Tuscon
who waits impaticatly for the next issue.

Thanks
Valerie Townsley
Tuscon, Arizona

Obscuring the |
Dear KIO:

Thanks for your sample copy of KIO,
I'm glad there are people as commitied as
you are who are straight ahead with their
ideas, That is not to say [ agree with yoo
on everything — or even on most things,
That's why 1'm writing this letier

The article on vegetarianism in issue
no. 17 presented the same three basic ar-
guments for not eating meat: it's ecologi-
ulﬁslm!ﬁr.mﬂll‘ﬂnmm

Most of the anti

cycles,
Pleasure is a response, not a com-
modity; an experience, an end in ii-
self. It can arise from a myriad of
sources: from being with others,
from work, from cultural entertain-
ments and activities; from sensory
and intellectual stimulation; from
food, drink, sleep, warmih, closeness.
There is pleasure in solitude and in

: in independence and indi-

Teed 1o produce 1 kg of beel.” The impli-
cation is that if people would not eat beel,
there would be more grain (feed) to feed
more people.  This argument huns. It
hurts because it implics that the only rea-
son people starve i because there's not
enough food. The truth is there is enough
food. Farmers are paid nos to grow and
the grain surplus that already exists is
causing economic hardship to those same
farmers. IF it weren't for animals o help
cat the surplus, even more farmers would
be out of business.

Mple starve because of a failure in

have been simply to refute these claims.
These arguments leave the vegetarians in
u position where they are at worst hamm-
less, at best constructive. 1f this were the
case, the vegies would have a valid case
for simply asking "Why not? It couldnt
hurt — and it might help.”

In fact, vegetwrianism does hurt. The
primary way in which it is harmful is by
shifting the focus from a complex political
problem to a simple "nutritional” one.

For example, Glen Harringlon uses the
argument that “it mkes about 16 kg of

ic sysicms that re-
ward greed and punish altruism keep the
surplus of one country out of the hungry
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widuality. There can be pleasure
merely in walking, breathing, look-
ing, feeling the air on one's foce.
Many things give pleaswre only or
mainly because they are shared.

~.Pleasure -« a graiified response
to quality — is rooted in the senses,
and for pleasure to be revalorized,
the body and the semses must be
revalorizell too... We commonly think
of pleasure as the opposite of pain,
bt this is Inodequate thinking...
Pleasure requires the self 1o be open
0 the external world and to other
people, 1o one’s own emotions and
sensations; when one is open, one iy
open to pain (oo, The opposite of
pleasure is power, which requires the
self to be closed off from people and
events in the outside world thar do
not relate to one's particular power
persadl...

The very core of pleasure is mutu-
ality, Pleasure begins in the mother's
womb, in warmth, closeness, satis-
Jaction of needs, the comforting ma-
ternal heartbeat... But there i an-
other muclews of pleasure, also pro-
Sfound, that originates in the moment
of birth: breathing for ourseives —
Sreedom, the sense af being a self..
Freedom...is in finding a coherence, a
meshing correlation berween external
and internal necesyiry.. i is the sense
that we are using well those parts of
the zelf we wani 1o use, enfoy usng,
in acts and states we wish to be im-

In fact much more hamiful chemicals are
used on fruits and vegetables than arc
used in meats. The United Farmworkers
Union has complained of extremely high
cancer rates in its members direcily race-
able 1o the pesticides used on the fruits
and vegetables.

Certain pesticides were found o be o
harmful that even the U.S. government
banned their use.  OF course, Americans
and Canadions who produce these chemi-
cals still make their bucks by selling these
paisons 10 thind world countries. (These
countrics get their revenge, by the way, by
spraying produce like coffee or oranges
wilh these poisons and then selling them
back to the Camadians and Americans.)
To say that one should not eal meat be-
cause of the bad things in it is 10 ignore
the bad things in most everything else we
eaL

If you're really concerned about health,
you should eat non-chemical meat as well
as non-chemical fruits and vegetsbles,
Both are available if you want them. By
saying that meat itsell is the problem,
rather than the widespread use of danger-
ous chemicals in order to increase profits,
you give people a distorted view of health
and may ultimately cause more deaths by
imparting a false sense of security in the
vegetarian,

An anccdote:  Vegelarians are ofien so

mouths of others. By ing people
that *if there were more food there would
be fewer starving " actually in-
creases the pain and suffering of those
starving people by diverting efforts from
creating an egalitarian food distribution
method 0 simply creating more food.
More food? For what? To rot in silos
while people starve?

Likewise the bealth argument is de-
stuctive: because of its namow  focus.

1f- ing that they will perceive dis-
ease as health. In Holland 1 met a macro-
bidiot whose skin was developing oozing
sores from malnutrition. (He was only
eating brown rice.) “See,” he said w0 me,
“I'm getting healthy. All the poisons are
learving my body.”

Glen argues that “deforestation in the
context of agribusiness wsually means
muthless  slash-and-bum  desuuction...”
He'sright. But the fault is agribusiness,




not meat. The same situations would exist
if MacDonald's were a soyBurger com-
jpany. Massive food- for- expont- profit at
the expense of food- for- feeding- the- lo-
cals is the problem. To link it with meat
obscures that problem and makes it appear
dangerously simple to solve. That in fact
is why vegetarianism is so dangerous.

For better days,
Mykel Board

Credit Due

Dear friends,

I just read your fifth anniversary issue
and think you are doing wonderful work,
though 1 had a hard time reading over the
gray screens on the “An and Social
Change” article. Why make things
difficuli?

As much as | loved the content of your
paper, | was upset by the lack of credit on
all your mk. As a long d.me

se¢ more of.

Py 4 - Edward Burne-Jones

PE 6 - (photo) Green Revolution

pg 8 - Utne Reader

pg 11 - Big Mouniain poster

pg 15 - Robyn Turney

pg 17 - Inside Sweden

pg I8 - Inside Sweden

all other artwork is by Catherine Tam-
maro

Greening of Anarchism
Dear KIO collective,

I enjoyed the Green orientation in your
last ("Visioning the Fulure”) issue. Anar-
chism and ecology arc a natwral fit, as
Bookchin, Kropotkin, and others have
shown, Now is the time to clearly put
Fwwﬂlmwlhncalsmumhwdm

g and anarcho

anwork, 1 find nexﬂmie.lyhlmmhl
anwork is credited whenever it is used. As
an artist, it helps me remember there are
many of us trying o make a difference; as
4 publisher, it is crucial in my search for
significant and visionary work. It is
important  for us w know who iz
producing work that helps move us along,
lift us up. I"d like 1o see more art that puts
its lines around the contours of our lives -
and 1I'd like to be able 10 get in wuch with

If you do not credit this important work,
how can you credit yourselves for
contributing 10 the making of a new
cultore? Yoo are artists of & kind
yourselves - word weavers, shapers of

news and notions. You should not forgel
for a moment the value of cur and
Mumam s work
of thase who are creating them.

Also, il you took the image from p.11
from our CARRY [T ON Peace Calendar
you should credit us as well.

In the struggle for justice,

Jan Phillips,

Syracuse Cultural Workers
Kathy Manley of K10 responds:

We apologize to owr readers for the dif-
ficulty in reading the “Art and Social
Change" article in KIO #17, and also for
neglecting 1o credit the arusis whose
images were used throughout that issue.
The more than wsually chaotic layou:
process ai that time was af least partially
to blame for botk of these screw-ups. We
still have a lot to learn about some of the
technical fine points, such as how o do
color screens so that you can still read the
text withous severe eyesirain, but bear
with us; I think we're improving.

On the second point, we agree with Jan
thar art is vital, and that crediting artins
is as important as crediting authors. i
war an unfortumate oversight that we
failed 10 do 5o - we won't make that
mistake apain. In the spirit of better-late-
than-pever, we would like to thank
Catherine Tammaro, o local artist and
KIQ collective member, who ix re-
spongible for mogt of the images appear-
ing in that issue. In addition to her fine
work, here is a brief run-down on where
we gat some of the images for 817, Note
that this was not necessarily their original
sowrce; many of the mags we lifted these
from were equally sleazy about crediting
sowrces. {And, no, we didn't get the photo
on page Il from the CARRY IT ON
calendar.) !

Thanks to Jan for calling our attention 1o
this; that's the kind of “comradely
eriticitm”{see Lyana's letter) we'd like to

iples. Thanks for your contribution.

Peace,

Lance Scott

Alliance collective

(formerly with Rain magazine)

For the Record
Dear KIO,

Congratulations on your Fifth Anniver-
sary Issue (K10 no. 17, Winter '86787)! 1
found the articles 0 be ineresting not
only in content but also in layout,

1 have onc point 1o make, however,
about the layout of my anticle, "An on the
Edge of Community” (pp. 12-13). This
work was done as a series of aphorisms
and quotations, some which were writicn
by me, and some which | have quoted
from others, Unfortunately, your layout,
while acsthetically pleasing, confuses in
places my writing with the writing of the
poet, novelist and essayist, Marge Piercy,
To clarify this situation, the first para-
graph on Art and Politics is mine, while
the second paragraph ("People tend to de-
fine...") is Piercy’s. Also, the section To-
day's Audience: The Need for Re-
sponsibility is my writing for the first
paragraph only:  the second paragraph
("What 1 find absolutely essential.”) is
Piercy's.  Any other section not refer-
enced is mine; those by other writers are
indicaicd by the reference at the end of the
quoted section.

L. Susan Brown

Open-minded Anarchism
Commdes,

1 can't express in 1o strong terms how
pleased 1 was with your last issue (Fifth

Anniversary lssue). I'm aware of the rec-
ognizable improvement in the quality of

each succeeding issue, but this issue was
F : ; ped e

The anticles prinied in the last issue were
impressive both for their scope, and more
importantly for the open attitude that they
ponrayed.  Not only are you writing
about, and reporting on events  and
movements that don't conform 1o wradi-
tional anarchist models, or may be periph-
cral 1o anarchist thought, but you seem to
be able 10 keep your egos out of the edi-
torial comments in which you differ with
individuals you interview and report on
are not alicnated. Too often in anarchist
papers, practicing the an of invective and
polemic scemed 1o be more important
than the transmission of ideas. A good
example of the quality in your editorial
palicy can be found in the article on Bio-
Regionalism, Of all the ecology groups, |
find the ideas inherent in Bio-Regionalism
closest 10 anarchist models for a decen-
tralist, non-awmhoritarian society.  With
their emphasis on local control, decen-
tralism and their scaling down of materi-
alist ambitions, 1 find resonances in their
ideas to earlier ideas of Mumford and
Paul Goodman,

1 would suggest that you send them a

They publish a paper called Raise the
Stakes. In it they mise bio-regionalist,
ecological questions and also write of the
events happening in their "movement”.
Raise the Stakes nlso acts as a central
point for the growing number of bio-re-
gionalist groups, | became aware of their
activities through our commdes in Milano
when 1 visited with them last October.
There seems 10 be a great interest in their
work among some of our European com-
rades.

I dem't know if you are in contact with
Colin Ward, but I think that he could eas-
ily be persuaded 1o write for Kick ft Over.
1 also think that you will find his work
tres sympathique, Well, enough for the
moment. Looking forward to the continu-
ance of your good works...

Comradely,

David

P.5. Say hello 1o Art for me. Tell him 1
was pleased 10 see the interview in KIO,
Also tell him that 1 will pever forget the
long evening a couple of years ago when
he and Dick spent the evening recalling so
many important moments in their lives
and the life of the movement. [ only re-
gret that [ didn't have a tape recorder go-
ing that night.

A Call for Comradely Criticism
Dear KIO Readers,

lﬂlmkdtccollecﬂvelsgﬂhupmny

‘the time | read the leticrs
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tionary Syndrome” article, because afier
all, it has been over a year since the article
originally appeared, and it’s never a good
idea 10 let one topic monopolize the letiers:
column anyway. Besides, | think we're
all pretty wmed off by the BB/PW-style
anarcho-infighting  that’s become 50
common lately, (If you don't know wiat
those initials stand for, consider yourself
lucky). 5o hopefully this will be the last
word on that topic 10 appear in this col-
umn. However, I'm still open o discus-
as long & it's of a constructive nature,
which most of it hasn't been so far. So,
anyone who still wants 10 talk about it,
please write 1o me directly, rather than
KIO {my address follows this letter).

Incidently, if anyone's wondering why |
haven't been responding to most of the
criticism I've received in this column, the

supposed 1o be in the last issue, but the
strip of type it was on got lost (that's an-
archist organization for you). 1 will re-
spond to them personally if I can get hold
of addresses for them, and also 1o Laure if
she/he will write and il me what she/he
said, since | never got 1o see the original
letter (I'm no longer in the collective, so
1I'm oot around 1o read the mail),

However, there are a few things | would
like people 10 know about that aricle.
First, it was actually written about two to
three years ago (with about a year’s gap
between the first and second halves of it),
and is not an accurate reflection of my
current views. Sccondly, 1 acknowledge
that the articke was severely flawed
(although more in its style than s
content, | think} and thus wasn't even

ally fecl like
1 don’t know who they're talking o).

And thirdly, 1 originally dida't even
want the anticle to be printed. | read it oot
in a collective meeting with the intention
of getting feedback on how o change it,
since | wasn't satisfied with it, but the
overwhelming consensus was i0 print it as
it was, Ireluctanily agreed, but later, afler
thinking about 1t more, changed my mind,
and called up when they were in the mid-
die of layout 1w ask them not W0 run it, bul
it was 1o late, because (o have pulled it at
that stage would have completely screwed
up the layout. This threw me into a total
panic because at this point | was sure that
the article needed extensive rewriting be-
cause, among other things, it was guilty of
perpetuating many of the very things it
was criticizing, notably the usthem view.
We argued about it for quitc a while and
eventually decided that | would write an
ntroduction to the articlc as a sort of dis-
claimer, but the original introdoction was
100 long, so 1 had 1o shorien it consider-
ably to make it fit on the page, thus re-
sulting in what Frankic Lee accumicly
refers 10 as "the very weak forward” (one
of the very few accurate statements in that
Jeuter, 1 might add).

I"'m not saying all this in an effort 10
evade responsibility for the article, merely
o place it in a more accurate coniexL

The other aspect of the siuation
would like to discuss is the type of criti-
cism I received. 1'm not trying to say that
the anticle didn't deserye criticism, it ob-
viously did. But most of the leters | re-
ceived were nothing resembling any type
of constructive criticism, but more like a
search-and-destroy mission, which made
an already upsetting situation far worse.
Readers may have noticed that [ haven't
writicn anything since then except record
reviews, and not many of those, 1 was
suppased 1o write a theoretical anticle for
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ANARCHA-FEMINISM

this issue, dealing with sexism in the an-
mrchist community (sort of a pan two 10
“Jerk-Off Pulitics*, in fact), but | couldn’t
doit. Just thinking about writing it got
me 1o freaked out. In fact, | may never
write another theoretical article again.
This is partly due 1o any confidence | may
have had in mysell as a wm:.rhmn;

most people who call themselves anar-
chists are more interested in playing
stpid head games and going on personal
power trips than in creating change, This
feeling was partially what gave rise to that
article in the first place, and it was cer-
tainly confirmed by the nature of the criti-
cism I got. My general outlook on life has
become far more jaded, cynical, and bil-
ter, a8 might be evidenl even in my
waniyn's music article in this issoe, and
I've also become a Jot more reluctnt o
identify myself as an anarchist because
I'm ne longer sure who or what I'm iden-
tifying with when 1 use that term,

I'm not looking for sympathy or any-

)
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hate and fear, and writing for an
wnnrchist zine-is like entering & war rone”
Il not, maybe we'd all better leam (o think
before we write.

Lynna Landstreet
P.O. Box 1031
Adelaide Su Stn.
Toronio, Omario
MSC 2K

Christopher Alice of KIO adds:

The collective origirally approved the
arvicle because it spoke on a topic Aot
covered in the mogazines which we read,
We felt at the time that what it had to say,
and the thoughts it provoked made it defi-
nitely worth the time, effort and money it
took to publish it.

The articie was rot without its flaws,
but these were more than made up for by
the pverall quality of the article, and the
important guestions if raised.

Initially the entire collective enthusias-
tieally supported printing the letter. Cur-
rently only Lyana has regrets,

Sometimes criticism is difficull to take,
and it's something which we must learn to
handle, but in this case, criticism iuuper—
haps gone too far. At least one person in
responding o Lynna's article attempted
whar can only be described as censorship.

As Emma Goldman wrote in 1937,

..l believe in the right of friendly and

comradely criticism. It would be a

great tragedy if thar were no longer

permitied in our ranks. We would in
no way differ from those who want
everybody gagped and silenced. No, |
insist we must have freedom of

eriticism, but it must be done in a

comradely ione, and it micst not make

ws so bitter that we do not see the
good for the bad.
~Emma Goldman to Martin Gudell in

Spain Nov. 15, 1937 (published in Vision
on Fire},

Sincerely
Christopher Alice, for the KIO collective.
GREETINGS FROM SUDBURY

Dear Kick It Over,

1 would just like 0 let you know that |
here in Sudbury are encouraged by your
work. It (KI0) is now being sold at the
local comer store along with reality now,
Appropriately the siore is called Black
Cat

Full Moon is holding a Friday the 13th
dance at the naive friendship center 1o
fundraise for Ske BeModsowin — a sur-
vival school on Manitoulin Island that An
Solomon and a number of other caring
poople have been working towards for
some time now. thythalSlhulbDu
Full Moon night which is when we
usually hold  our celehmation/events.
Reinventing  our Pagan  riwals  and
energies which makes our connectedness
10 the native ways much closer.

Elsewhere the apartment block on my
street has gone on o rent strike to protest
poor housing conditions and landlord
apathy 10 their concerns. Most of i is
being videotaped and the media have
begun to publicize the siation, In other
ways I'm beginning to think that the most
revolutionary way of living from day
day is in the way | relate 1o other peaple,
animals and the earth, But enough about
politics, | hope you're are all in fine
spirits and you continue (o laugh and have
hope. Would like o wlk some more with
you in the future and share our straggies.

Love and Struggie,
r‘-ﬂmmm

No Hard Feelings

Dear K10,

High. Digthis. Someone told me T was

getting a free prison sub (Alexandr De-
von, was it you?). 1 gol one issue and 1
liked it so well [ wrote you goys & long
letier on “"How to Solve the Warld's
Problems and Save Us From the Bomb™
(mass anarchy and property destruction
every chance you get 10 whatever level ol
violence your heart can stand, liks bum-
ing and Jooting). Well, 1 must have alien-
ated you or something because [ never got
another issue. Now it's cool, | appreciae
the one: | got, it's betier than a kick in the
balls. Buot since | saw your ad in my
November Of Our Backs and know
you're alive, | wouldn't mind knowing if I
am out of your will and have fallen from
grace with the Canadian anarchists. No
hard feelings. If you can't send me pa-
pers, 1 can dig it. But if you can, T want
you 0 know I'm still interested, you can
come back, all is forgiven. 1 am a Rasta
in the hole in jail for refusing to cut my
hair for religious reasons. [ mean, how
crazy can the bald heads get! Well, his-
tory always judges the cacsars who iy to
appropriate what is God's as the bad guys.
So me and William Tell and Daniel, I'm
in good company.,

Ok, anarchy, serious black cape bearded
‘bomb throwing anarchy as a resolution to
the world threatening social systems such
as | propose has a real historical, well, at
least biblical, precedent! (It does? It
does!)

So like all these social orders built the
bomb, they can really fuck up the world if
they try or if they just cops, somy, we
pushed the wrong buttons.  You dig?
Well, fucking up the whole world ain't
supposed 10 be wp to man, it's the

province of God. 1 mean like the whole
concept is such a contradiction in terms,
social order producing humankind's ulti-
mate chaos. Ok, so it happened before,
and here's the example God set for us.
Long ago in Babel they decided to build
o great tower 1o gel o heaven. Well, like
this pissed God off and God decided it
was uncool and came down and not only
fucked up the wower, but (S)He changed
everybody's speech 5o like no one could
communicate,
So much for the established military in-
dustrial complex, the patriarchal sysiem,
i Dy inlists, Nazis,

commics, social order, vothing but anar-
chism. God helps those who belp them-
selves. 1 propose the bomb is the new
Tower of Babel, an affrom o God's
heaven (and our lives). And we should
tear the whole thing down, fuck it up or
kick it over. No business as usual, no
business at all. Anarchy the shit out of
those fuckers till they fight us 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week and run out of money.
I don't care il we bring it to a screeching
halt and have 1o live in caves and wepees
and don’t reinvent the airplane for another
5000 years. In fact, that's my plan. Sorry
I sec "anarchist organizations™ as @ con-
tmdiction in terms, but for practicality 1o
be willing 1o acquicsce 1o collectives like
tribes or something.  Sec, I'm not like
radical or anything. So dig, go on a
Rambo, pull fire alarms, smash windows
(the tinkling of breaking glass is music 10
my cars), light the dumpster on fire, ice
pick a cop car’s tires, smoke dope, break
the law, help other people ot all times,
feed the poor, heal the sick (they busied
Jesus for that one), and send me papers,

belong. We ask that people think about
and understand the consequences of their
actions.

Sincerely,

Christopher Alice, for the KIO collective.

FREE AVINAFTEL

Dicar friends,

Avi Naftel is an anarchist who is serv-
ing # 25.year sentence in the Arizona
Stale Penitentiary ot Florence. Avi is a
citizen of the United Kingdom and is cl-
igible for tansfer 1o that country under
the Council of Europe Convention for the
Transfer of Sentenced Persons. Upon
transfer to the United Kingdom, Avi will
powentially be eligible for immediate
relepse, since the receiving country can
shorten o prisoner’s senience o reflect
sentences for similar offenses in that
country, Avi has now spent five years of
his life in prison in Arizona. With a
trnsfer back 1 England, Avi Naftel could
e a free man.

So far, prison authorities in England

prison officials. What is needed now is
some public pressure on Arizona officials
as well as support for cooperative officials
in the United Kingdom. | would like 10
ask you 10 take & fow minutes out of your
busy lives 1o write a letier to the officials
listed below asking for Avi's transfer.
Letters don't necessarily have 10 be typed
- @ quick handwritten note is far better
than nothing at all. If you only have the
time, encrgy and/or postage for one of two
letters, the Arizona prison officials arc
first priority. For those of you with lots of
time and energy, local officials and media
are other good Largets,

Love,
Boog Avi Nafiel!
PO Box 1313

Lawrence, KS

66044 USA

Please send letiers to:

Mr. Sam Lewis, Director

Director, Arizona Dept. of Corrections
1601 West JefTerson

Phoenix, AZ 85007 USA

Mr. Phillip T. White, Director
Office of Int"l Affairs

Criminal Division

PO Box 7412 Ben Franklin Station
Washington, DC 20044 USA.

For thase who want more information on
Avi's case, wrile to Boog at the above
address. You will receive a sample sup-
port letier, a doctor's. repori on the
eppressive conditions within the Florence
prison, and a letter from Avi himself
explaining among other things the
circumstances of hir arrest. You can also
write directly to Avi; his address is: Avi
Naftel, PO Box B-45257, Florence, AL
85232, USA.

ERRATA

Due © an eror in paste-up, Glynis
Sherwood's name was left off as the
transcriber and editor of Guardian of the
Dream: An Oral History with Art
Berthelor. Our apologics and thanks 10
Glynis for all the hard work involved.

Queens of Heart, a new series of mini-
albums are now available from Hean
Throb Records, Heart Throb #1 features
Vi Subwerss and Richard Famous of
wammmuum
write 10: Heart Throb Records, 201
Hainault Road, London, E.11 1EU, UK.
SPECTACULAR TIMES

Times, 4  Situstionist
. project, whed s 0 let our
roaders about their printed, audio
-ﬂmm‘l’nmnmd
their wrile [0 S
ﬂmm”.ﬁwdmﬂmﬂih

Whitecapel High Street, London EI 7TQX,
England.

Leshion Mother Charged With Abduoc-
tion

Gayle Berire was the first lesbian
mother in Canada 10 win custody of her
children. However, the custody was con-
ditional — she could not have a Jover.”
Gayle soon lost custody of her children
becapse she had a relstionship with a
woman. Custody of the children was
awarded 10 the father. Gayle appealed the
coun's decision and lost, despite present-
ing cvidence that the father had been
abusing the children. During a visit with
her children in 1980, Gayle discovered
further evidence of physical and sexual
abuse. In November, 1980, Gayle was

wmwuhm;m: She
was charged with harbouring and ab-
duction and now fuces up to 50 years im-

prisonment.

Gayle's trial is scheduled for May 28th,
1987, 10 a.m. in the Supreme Court at 361
University Avenue in Toronto, It would
be greatly appreciated if would
atend the trial as a show of solidasity.
The original custody onder represcnts o
breach of all women's civil rights as les-
bians and mothers and acts as an (llus-
tration of the legal system’s response 10
so-called “marginal® peoples.  All pro-
gressive groups and individuals can aid in
Gayle's defense. To contribute to Gayle's
defense fund, pleass write and send
donations to:

Gayle Bezaire
151 Gerrard St E.
Toronto, Ontario

MSA 2E4
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