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Art Bethelot was born in Italy in 1903
and’ resided there wntil his late teens
DfFng kis youth he experienced the

polisical trmoil in Ewrope that

would lead 1o WWI and later contribute to
the rise of fasciom. Although apolitical ax
B e S T —— T 1]
convinced him that he would not submit to
conscription. Thus. hav decided he
womld not participai “rich kings”

war, Art emigr
From ther

proceeded

o meet

ix
worker:

arat

arrival in

.Before the year (1919) was over, |
wrote o letter to a brother of mine who
was in Windsor, Ontario 10 ask that he
senid me the immigration papers. 1 had
already. made up my mind (o get av
that | 'wouldn't be a soldier for anybody,

| wanted o c¢

I see you in by
years”, becuuse there
had to stay twenty ye
else you would |
plus a2 term in the arm
before that

50 1 came, | arrived in Windsor, and

as 4 low that
s out of Ttaly
ve a jail term

if you et

started to work as a blacksmith. After a
little while I met older people, but I didn't
know anything about ideals. | knew that
some were calling themselves socialists,
some anarchists, but [ didn’t know what
the hell they were. [ started 1o go to school

1o Jeasn the language. Then one day 1 read
a leafler about Sacco and Vanzetti and |

pot interested. ] Besides that, somebody 1
knew was receiving newspapers from
and they were reading und finding
sts were already killing
aries, So 1 began to ack
questions of a couple of anarchists that
were in Windsor, and | became ir
L didn't call mysell an a
1922 e 5
an anarchist, | feel that | am an
anarchist now,”

From there on [ stayed in Windsor,
and began 10 fight the Fascists. They
hated me and 1 hated them. Then | s‘l-
sick and the doctor wold

rofher wis & mason
g houses and
e to Detrnit in

U wiant 1o c

ecause | got two of

ws  that want ) becoms
bricklayers; and [ don’t want o make an
injustice by giving you pri * And |

thanked him, and said OK, and 1 started to
carry the hod full of bricks and mortar up
the ladder -- it was a hell of a job! But
anyway, 1 felt fairly good, and 1 liked it in
a way. But the se
he cold. [ used to put one trawl full
of morar

ad winter | couldn’t

stand

Before i Deétroit,
inst the
est. But wh
AT | oddamaed m.
injustice that was dong 10 5
Vanzetti was 5o ba

affairs we had

and

Anyway, |
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that and moved 10 Tornto,

When 1 got to Toronto [ didn't know
anybody. The year after | was here a
young anarchist came 1o sec his sister in
the city. Before leaving Pennsylvania he
had writien to New York 1o gel my
address. He knew that | was in Toronto
because he saw my contributions 1
paper [ was working on. They sent my
address and he came over, It was around
the end of July at the time. So we got
together and one night he says, “We
should do something 10 remember Sacco
and Vanzeiti,” "But what arc we going to
write, I'm not a writer?” "I'm not a writer
cither,” e said, "but between us let's try
and do something.” So we concocled this
leaflet, and then | took it o a comrade 1o
have it printed — and we printed 1,000
copics, So now | said, "What the hell are
we going to do with them, T don’t know
anybody?” That was in 1931,

"1 have been here all the time with
Jews,"1 said. | miet all the Jews and then a
few Russions, but there weren't any
Ialians, “Anyway." he says, "let Y
know somebody a@t two or three pla
We'll ask, where are

alians.”
Then we found an ltalian who catled
himself a socialist. He said, "Oh yes, |
remember Sacco and  Vanzown” We

x of any an

30 you ko ists in
witn?” He . “There is one gay that
Is himself an anwchist. He's a very
nervous guy but still very friendly.” So we
I alive in
He phoned the other d

Ben Venuti

anyway,

B9 years old -
after a while we

r, and we

e
tk with
i there

fascist orga

de, One

six came out,
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anarchist group.” And that's what we did.

We did a Jot of propaganda during
1932-1934, In 1934 we started 10 print Il
Libertarian. We had an old duplicaor ~
hell what a job! Four pages, six pages
maximum. We tried our best but we had
no one who was a writer, But what the
heil! We were all workers and semi-
illiterate as we were, or less, because
many were totally illiterate at the time, the
old Italians you know.

Then we wsed to go from here fo
Windsaor, back and forth, and there we got
a group going and we used 10 have
picnics. Emma Goldman came in 1934
and | met her. She stayed in Toronto for a
while, and she delivered three lec
were 4 masierpiece at the Hygeia
She sturyed mt Langbords on Clinton
Soreet, The title of the first lecture was
“Hitler und His Cohors™. There were
about 2,000 people there, OF course, the
Jews felt that they wanted 1o hear what
Hitler was doing, although he had just be-
gun to persecute the Jews then
1 Emma got 3 permit to go to the
asked for six months and they
ve het three o . warning her not to
speak on anarchism. She acceptad it, and
discussed it with me one evening, and |

ates. S

said, You're prostimting  yourseli
Emma." She looked at me - you should
have seen this fery, dly look. She

¢ Came

We

Then Darothy R got involved.
She was a CCFer.2 She was bom in
nd and came to Canada.
married 10 8 Dutchman and was living in
She wis o very

woman. She came 0

m after rem
ind heard about
read much. In the §
few m -?II|I- she ha
Emma,. "1'm glad o call

{
the intemat

we had
who

ws, ltaltans,
There were about fifieen 10 el
group and Dorothy became a
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We kept up the activities against the
fascists and then the Spanish revolution
Zeame, Thit brought great enthusiasm o
everybody. We were invited several times
to make 3 united front with the socialists
and communists and we always refused.
They used 1o call us "You goddamned

.-numhisu. you ae worse than the fas-

cists.” But when the time came in 1937
the communists wied to conquer
Barcelona, and by doing that they de-
stroyed the lives of of anar-

January 1dth, 1940, For over a week | was
sick in bed and they just gave me aspiring
and one glass of milk, in the name of
democracy. Then they got me out on bail,
When they opened the door | walked out
and there I'saw Emma, Shawls over her
face - it was a cold day!

Anyway Emma took me home and
she said, "Stay here untl you are well.” T
stayed there for about five or six days then
I went back to Ben Venuti's where | was

chists, including Camillo Bemeri who was
the best mind of the Italian intemational
movement, That gave me force to fighs,
and | fought during that time the
communists more than the fascists, after
the wagedy in Barcelona and throughout
Catalonia.

Then in 1938 the halian fascist ghoul
came ino sight. We knew a militant
republican, whom we got along well with,
who was: a very strong anti-fascist. One
day was the city communal election and
he asked the mayor, "Why do you allow a
fascist school in Windsor?™ And the
mayor says, “1 don’t know anything about
it, can you give me some proof?” *1 may
not be able o do it right away but in a few
weeks I'll bring it to you." So the next day
the leader of the fascists said, "I'll give
£500 dollars to any charity in Windsor if
anyone of these lousy anti-fascists can
prove that our school is a fascist school
paid by the ltalizn government” So the
republican called me there, we discussed
the matter and 1 came back. He went 10
Detroit 1o collect all the necessary proof
and | did the same in Toronto. Finally he
shoved the responsibility of telling the
public on my shoulders. 1 said, "Goddamn
it, I can’t do jt.” “Well®, he said, "I can"t
doit, my English is worse than yours." So
when 1 saw that nobody else would accept
it, I accepred. | presented the proof in the:
hall of Patterson Colleginte, where I went
to School in 1920, where | got the first
lessons in the English language. | did my
best, | presented it and it was sucoessful.

"Then I came back three duys Inter and 1
started to get phone calls from the fascists.
“Prepare yourself, it won't be long before
you'll be dead,” and all that. | said w0
myself, “Alright, aim straight because the
second will be you." For the first time in
my life 1 carried a revolver. Then of
course the fascists always tried o go
where | was working. tried to get me
fired, etc.

Soon after, war was declared. Canada
declared war on September 4, 1939, We
discussed the pros and cons and said,
“What are we going to do? Are we going
0 go with France and England against
Iraly? We're not going w0 make
Kropatkin's mistake. One is equal to the
other, 50 we better keep our position unal-
tered "3

= On October 4th, just one month after
war was declared, in the early moming,
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and
the "Red Squad” came and arrested us.
“They put all kinds of charges against us —
charges of revolvers. We had two broken
revolvers that we wused when we pave
plays 1o raise money o send to the anti-
fascist cause in Europe; and literature,
propaganda against the war, which was
considered a great offense.

After o month we were tried and
found innocent of the charges. The lawyer
Cohen came and said, "Hello An," and
put an arm around me and we were
walking down the hall and at the door 1
was told, "Art Bethelot, you're under
arrest, we're from the immigration
department.” So the lawyer says, "What's
the charge™? “Enwring Canada without
our permission.” That went back ten years
before, when 1 re-entered Canada from

it. So they brought me in and 1|
stayed in the Don Jail in Toronto until

ling. Emma would come there every
afternoon around noon o one o'clock just
o tike my blood pressure and pulse and
see whether [ had fever and to give me an
alcohol rub. She would come alone
because she wrote letters that Dorothy
Rogers would type while she was at my
place. Ben Venuti's place was on Brandon
Avenue, near Gladstone.

As soon as 1 got well 1 decided to go
and look for a job because money was
scarce. We spent a lot of money. Of
course some came from the States, but
here things weren't so good. I went and |
couldn't get a job. They had ads galore in
the paper -- 1ol makers wanted,

machinists wanted, and 1 couldn’t get one.
Some recognized my face because my
picture was in the paper. And some —

Bethelot, you know — with an [tafian
name | was an enemy. Even though ltaly
was not-at war with Canada and Britain ot
the time. So one day | went into six shops
and they all refused me. Then, | had one
more which was not far from us in the
west end. 5o I changed my name to sound
more Anglo-Saxon, S0 1 went, and the
guy that interviewed me was 1 Duichman,
1 wasn't bald then, | was dark blond. He
wok me for a Dutchman! He suid, "OK,
we'll let you know tomomow.” They
called me back and they gave me a job.

‘Then when he found out that T was Ttalian
he said, "You know | thought you were
Dutch.” Anyway 1 stayed there for over a
yier and a half.

As soan as | got the job, nuurally |
was  happy because 1 had already
promised Emma o rent a house and go to-
gether, the three of us -- Dorothy Rogers,
Emma and myself. I would pay the rent,
and pay the bills. The reat was nothing.
Because for 30 1o $35 dollars you could
rent a six 1o eight room house at the time.

But the stamps! See Emma used more
money for stamps than we needed for
rent. She wrote between 100,000 and
200,000 letters in her lifetime. Nobody
knows for sure exactly how many.

Then one Friday or Saturday night |1

‘was out picking up sympathizers und

comrades in my car 1o have a little chat. Tt
was the seveneenth of February, the
anniversary of the burning at the stake of
Giordano Bruno, a monk who had taken
the task of propagating Copernicas’ ideas
on the universe, which were tabooed,
naturally, during the time of the Spanish
Inquisition Anyway 1 picked up Jack
and Sylvin Fitzgerald at the comer of
Bathurst and Dundas, As they got in, Jack
says, "Come fast, Emma got a stroke and

ﬁ

she wias wild.” From there | took Bathurst

and [ went up. | didn't stop at any red
lights or anything. 1 got o Vaughan, and
there she was trying o pull her skint down
‘over her knees, Just imagine Emma, she
didn't give a daomn about whether she
showed the face or other sexual organs,
But naturally part of her mind of her
youth was commanding her, with the arm
that wasn't affected by the stroke, o pull
down the skirt s0 as not o show her
knees. Poor Emma. Emma staved about
three weeks (o 4 month in the hospital,
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Then she cume home and she ssemed 1o
be improving but her speech had gone, ol
she could do is grunt.

The lust thing was the fourth man that
wis arrested during the War Measures
Act, Joachim, had come out. He was
given s0 many days to get out of Canada
W Mexico becanse the lawyer had
succeeded in. getting & pérmit (o enter
Mexico. 1 brought him there that after-
noon because in the evening 1 had 10 be
near Niagara Falls to hand him over to the
smugglers because there was no way to go
0 Mexico from Canada other than
crossing the Suwies, and the grem
democracy wouldn'e allow thit. So | said
10 the lawyer Cohen, "What the hell are
we going to do™? 1 said, "I know, | can
find a way.” "l know how 0 get him
Mexico, to get him from Canada through
the States.” “How?" "I know some
smupglers,” 1 said. "You're telling me
that,” he shouted. And he became violent
for a momeni. 1 said, "Hey, come on
Cohen, you're not that stpid” “What
other ways are there™? "Find me another
way." He says, "Don’t mention it 10 me

n.

So I brought Joachim 10 say goodbye
10 Emma. Dorothy bent over her and she
said, "Look, Joachim is going to Mexico;
they finally gave him consent 1o go.” You
could see she almost had a smile. Then
she got excited, and she started to point
with one finger towards her study. At thit
moment we didn’t know what the hell. 1
wis on one side of the bed and Darothy
the other. Joachim was beside there 1o,
We didn't know what the hell 10 see.
Finally I said, "Could it be that she wants
something from the study?™ So Docothy
said, "Could it be a file?" So she came out
with her letters file, she had A, B, C, D.
She brought it near w Emma. Emma
looked and looked; —~ no, no, no..So
Daorothy gave it'to me, I brought it back
and picked the other one. The fourth or
fifth file she said yes. Dorothy opened it
up and there was a letter. The last leter
she had from a Jewish anarchist that had
killed the president of Argentina. This
comrade had gone from Spain where he
was fighting, and wis liberated 1o Mexico
vin North Africa, Casablanca or another
port on the Atantic, He had changed his
address. She was so excited because she
winted us o give the new address to
Joachim 3o that he could have somebody
1o go and see in Mexico, That brought
tears from my eyes, the emotion was so
high,

On May the fourteenth 1940 Emma
died. And the great American republic
opened its doors to her corpse because she
wanted to be buried beside the Chicago
martyrs who were her inspiration. She
became an anarchist through them, jost
like | did through Sacco and Vanzeni, So,
that's life....

FOOTNOTES

1. Sacco and Vanzetti were two lalian
anarchist immigrants to the United Stes
who were framed and exccuted in 1927
for the murder of a paymasier during a
robbery in 1921.

2. The Cooperaiive Commaonwealth
Federation (CCF), was the more radical
forerunner of the New Democratic Party
(NDP) of Canada.

The CCF had its heyday in the eardy- o
mid-twentieth century.

3. Kropotkin, a late ninetesnth-carly twen-
ticth century Russian anarchist and author
of Mutual Aid, supporied the Allies
during World War L.

4. Copernicus proposed that the earth
rotated  around  the  sun, which was
contrary (0 theological convention which
asserted that the sun revolved around the
eanth, O



VISIONING THE FUTURE
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VISION NG THE FUTURE -

by Alexandra Devon

In some native languages, thc tem
for “elder” means “guardian of the
dream”. In our visioning the future issoe
we want 10 acknowledge that the vision or
dream we arc carrying into the future is
mdnmhhﬂnmelﬂcr&ﬂm&m

As anarchists we are ofien bolated from
our contemporaries, thinly spread s We
are all over the world. We are also often
ignorant of our own history and of thoss
people who have kept alive an anarchist
vision. Yet this doesn't need 10 be the
case. Our teachers and comrades are there
for the finding. Although not abways self-

o anti-auth ians, we don't
belong o an organic community, finding
our elders and knowing our history is not
always easy. We face geographical and
generational barriers which keep us from
having the sense of continuity and soli-
darity with people who share our valucs.

A native elder waiching a stomp
dance in Oklahoma described how the
dance represents their conneciedness:
“That ling of dancers, that’s the way we're
made. You hear the leader call and the
dancers echo him. That call is relayed w0
the last dancer m the line..You hear the
dancers echo the call, so you know [the
Teaderi must bave called mm:lhmg and.
vou echo that call, thinkiog you'te the
last, Bui you hear the call going oa back
bsehid you.and you tem around and see
your son and his son behind, going clear
back beyond the horizon, dancing be-
bired.”

For many of us the first “echo” we
hear comes from a book, a song or a mag-
azine. Friends of mine who fimst

discovered”  anarchism  through  the
writings of Emma dman were quits
certain that thens wene no anarchists alive
today, wntil 4 subversive clerk ot the
World's Biggest Bookstore sold them a
ucky linle fanzine (K.LO. 21 in 1981)
under the counter, when they asked where
they could find literature on anarchism

w
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dentified anarchists, there are many

people sympathetic 10 and practicing an
anarchist vision. Many tribal people were
anarchists long before the term meant
anything 10 the Europeans who tried 1o
destroy their way of life. Feminists who
believe that muw not sex, lies h._n:nth
our most prof

In this issue we have pant of 2 longer
interview with Art Berthelot, an anarchist
‘who was bom in Traly just after the tum of
the cenury and is o5 passionately
committed o his ideals as ever. In telling
us about his life and activism in Canada
and the United States, Arnt teaches us
about owr own history as well. It is a
reminder that anarchist history is made up
of more than the obvious luminaries of the
movement.

I have often‘introduced Art 1. people
who have heard that he was 3 friend of
Emma Goldman's . Their first question is

sexual p|'|p(|_k'|I(JI'| ln.lY I:.u-r been the first

ifestation of it) and bioregionally-ori-
ented people who want o decentralize
society  inmo  epalitrian,  ecological

communities are among our  fellow
dancers whether we or they realize it or

L

We at Kick It Over have been lucky
that so many important teachers have seen
4 commonality between our vision and
theirs and have helped us to understand
these  connections  and  our  history.
Mildred Loomis {of the School of Living),
An Solomon (Native spiritual leader),
Jake Swamp (Chicf of the Woll clan),
Murray Bookchin (of the Social Ecology
Institute), Roberta Blackgoat (clder from
Big Mountain) and Gary Moffat arc just a
few of the teachers who have shared their
wisdom with us and in the process have
helped us o0 understand that the
aspirations and dreams we have are not
ours alone and that they are not something
we will outgrow, a “phase™ 1o be passed
through on the road w the mature
cynicism of adulthood.

KICK IT OVER DECEMBER 1986 NO. 17

Edited and published by the Kick It Over Collective. All comsspone

OVER, PO, Bax 5511, Station Toronto, Oy
Alice, Alexsndra Devon, Rom Huyley, Kathy M

Tirney (atifl 0a leave). It woukd not have been possib

An, Steve, Sums, David K., Dan, Taylor and all whe

our duaributont).

Subscripthons Canada/U. S/ Australa - $7.50 for sy ises.
ecuniries - pheass pay the equivalest of two houn' wages in ULS., Canal

cndens cutuide of North Americe ) Comporstions snd

ce shomld be sent o KICK IT

Cansds M3W 112 Collective Members; Christopher

yuiy Sherwood, Cethesine Tamunaro, and Robya
inste without the gencrous sssistance of
ncially and in other ways (4 big thanks 1o

4 poands for sx sues. Al other
&an o Dritkih fands. (Mo postal messey

rvormmsests - $100. Sample copies - $2.00. Bookstores get

0% off cover price. Reduced subscriptaoms available apon request; free to prisonens (inclisding psychiatric

inmates). We are cimently distributed through Marginal and Deormease.
Publisbed four fimes a year. 2nd cliss registration #5907, 1SSN 0R23-6526. Indexed in the Altrnative

Press Index (P.O. Box Y3109, Baltimore, MD 21215) Copyright is retained by authors, unsigned art:

copyrigh {please mention scairce £ courtesy). We are a non/asti-profit publication. Amicies d0 8ot necetsarily

reflect the egimions of the Collective, only thoe of the suth

Hems swbamated for publication should be typed doul
scogmpanssd by & self-addrevsed stampod (use postal o
UPS! DO NOT SEND ORIG

SEND AMERICAN STA
Feminism™ (asuary 1), "Cultures of Resistance™

wnfess xpecifically requestied aherwise. We reseeve the right 1o not priot siticles

W fimish this izmie with shout » §1500 debt

Hike £ distribute the mugatine are escoursged 1o contact us. Readen and
wiith mail. 5o if you dos’t receive @ response right away
Because of maifing costs, {f you sre requesting sy bac

cuary 153 All

8 costributions cheerful

icles and. pocrns not resimed unbess
canh if ouizide Canada) envelope. DY) NOT
Upcoming issoe 1hefnes and deadbines

abject to pristing and editing.
flers

screpied. People who would
13, please note: we are wwamped

mg yous jsmes, be persisient
of 8 Cumvent ivse, we will be

hodding Usese wiil our sext mass madling, wnless you aik 56 1o snd frmediately, Alwo, pleass ket ua know if

yo arw gedag 46 be moviag (o¢ sre getting paried)
the return postage)

g bussies sent back bs extrrmely cosly (we have to pay

often fictably), "What was she like?
An, whose principled hatred of the
Catholic church would not allow him 1o
exchange one type of hagiography
[writing of the lives of sainis --ed.] for
another, would answer quite frankly that
Emma wis quite "trascible”. 1 think he
would say this o impress upon people
that she was human like the rest of us. He
would then go on 10 talic about her in all
her complexity and contradictions. By the
end of the conversation, you could not
mistake his Jove and appreciation for her
but it was her human qualities that you
understood most deeply.

An's relationship with Emma was a
special  one. She  worked with
determination on his behalf to keep him
from being deported to Mussolini’s Iualy,
afier he had been arrested {on some flimsy
charges) following the declaration of the
War Measures Act in Canada in 1939, In
the letters which she wrote to elicit
support on his behalf, she describes him
as being among the finest comrades. Due
in large pan io her effors, he was Gnally
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AN EDITORIAL

released and  allowed w0 remain in
Taronto,

Art described his release on a bitterly
cold snowy Januwary day. As he walked
out of the doors of the jail, Emma wailing
for him. He was quite sick as a result of
his stay in prison and Emma insisted on
travelling across town every day 1o nurse
him (one of Emma’s talents). Art was de-
termined that once he was well he would
take care of Emma and eliminate her
constant worrying about money. In May
of that same year, Emma died so that Ant
was never able to accomplish this dream.
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by Judith Plant
accident that the cox
eco-feminism has  emerged from
e dencies within the movement fo
. Women and nature have
| had 1 loag oughout histor
and it is only no pest mean-
ngs of this iation are being un
erstood. Just a8 environmentalists have
paid critical aitention to the antitdes, so-
cial structeres and
| o have allowed

hi

why society has rendered them
class citizens, at best.

Both schools of thought are con-
i verging with similar analyses. The inter-
y important differcnce

SIS are s
their views on the intell
feminists cannot help but come from the
school  of experience. This is not to say
that ecologists don't have feelings, or thit
feminists aren’t capable of miellectual
thought. Ecologists are often passionae
when they speak for the earth, Their pas-
sion, however, is most ofien based on an
inelleciual undersianding of the fmpor-
tance of the  interconnectedness of all
things, Feminists, on the other hand, have
sought intellectual frameworks in order 1o
try 10 make sense of their expenience of
subjugation. The coming together of the
two gives us hope for an understanding of
the world that has the posential 0 be
roated in “thinking feelingly”

ts; bas

ect, whereas

Ecology and Women

Ecology i the siudy of the interde-
pendence and  int nnectedness of all
living systems. As ecologists lopk at the
consequences of changes in the environ-
ment, they are often compelled to be
critical of society. Because ural
warld has been thought of as a resource,
and as raw material for human  refine-
ment, it has been exploited without regard
for the life that it supports. We are be-
{ coming aware that human beings we
= amongst the life that it supports, and thm

if we continue (o0 abuse nature, we d
at our own peril. Social ecologists s
ways 10 harmanize human and non-human
atare and it is, therefore, o rec
tive science. Tt explores questions of how
humans can meet thelr requirements for
life and still Hive in  harmony with their
realize that we are [
ans 10 1ecog
ansactional
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care of day-to-d
been able 1o go “outin the wotld™, to cre-
ate and enact methods of exploiting
ture, including o
w retum 0 3 home-life which
readiness, (A man's home is his castle.)

Historically, women have had no
real power in the cutside world, no place
in the decision-making. Intellectual life,
the work of the mind, has raditionally
not been accessible to women, duoe in part
to society's eitherior mentality, coupled
with a wvaluing of the ethereal over the
natural. Today, however, ecology speaks
for the earth, for the “other™ in hu-
man\environmental relationships; and
feminism speaks for the "other™ in fe
male'male relations. And eco-feminism,
by speaking for the original others, secks
to understand the int, ed roots of
all domination, and ways 0 resist and
change.

re”, our

pid human phy

conne
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e " Other™

The wview of the “ather™ held by
feminisis and ecologists is non-hierarchi-
cal, and as such does not obj the
ather. Rather, the other is reganded as one
whom we, as subjects, we  dependent on
and interconnected with, The eco-femi-
nist's sk is one of developing the ability
to take the place of the other when con-
sidering 1 msequences of possible ac-
th In rela 0 nature, humans, with
their capacity o consider the futore, will
carefully reflect on disturbances in the en-
vironment that their actions will cause;
ink and act with the e
ronment. The same is true in our relatior
with each ¢ Leaming
actions in terms of the “other” - equal
subjects in decision making — is quite dif-
ferent from the paternalistic, self-inter
esied attitede of our present world. Here,
the "other”is essentially different from,
and subordinate 10, the dominant subject.
The whole notion of the "other” is part. of
the process of objecufication which sets

we leam 1o
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VISIONING THE FUTURE

pouer; fo the age

an eco-feminist perspectlve

up a situation allowing for the subjupa-
tion of the object. When people objectify
hing. they are, by ing them-
selves from it, obscuring the reality of
their connectedness with that “other”.
Simply put, it becomes a way of forget-
ting that we are all part of one another. In
the case of nature, forgetting that it is the
source of all life; and, with respect 1o
women, forgetting that we and our ati-
udes and experience and ways of being in
the world are fundamental to society.
Why does patriarchal society want
1w forget s biological connections with
nature? And why does it seek 10 gain
control  over life in the form of women,
other peoples, or nature? And what, on
eanth, can we do about dismantling this
process of domination? What kind of so-
ciety could live in harmony with its envi-
ronment? These questions form the basis
of the eco-feminist perspective.
First some historical nofes about
the. long-standing _ association of women

WOMEN AND NATURE: The
PR HI Pl ~sr- Lo

Societies have always had stories
which explained who the people were,
where they came from, and how they
should act.  Anthropologists have called
them myths and legends, which from our
scientific modem socicty scems 10 some-
how wivialize them. Science, however, is
only our swory, and it is 0 more 3 com-
plete. story than are Hopi legends. All sio-
nies guide action; they are the product of
reflection and as such, tell us much sbout
the manerial and social conditions of the
society of the staryteller, In trying 10 un-
derstand the associstion of women with
rature, we can look w0 the stories that pre.
dare our modem view of the world.

Before the world was mechanized
and industrialized, the metaphor that ex-
plained self, society and the cosmos was
the image of organism. This is not sur-
prising, since most peophe were  con-
nected with the earth in their daily lives,
being peasants and  Hving a subsistence
existence. The earth was seen as female,
And  with two faces: one, the passive,

nuriuring mother; the other, wild and
uncontrollable. Thus the e giver and
supporter of  life, was symbolized by

woman, a5 wak the image of nature as
disorder, with her siorms, droughts and
ather nutural disasters.

These images served as culiural
comstraints. The earth was  seen 10 be
alive, sensitive; it was considered unethi-
cal 1o do violence toward her. Who coald
conceive of killing a mother, or of dig-
ging into her body for gold, or of muti-
lating her? In relation o mining. people
believed that minerals and metals ripened
in the uterus of the earth; they compared
mines o Mother Earth's vagina, and met-
allurgy itself was an sbortion of the
metal's natural growth cycle, So. rimals
were carried out by miners, offerings o
the gods of the soil and subterrancan

world; ceremonial sacrifices, sexual ab-
stinence, and fasting were conducted and
observed before violating what was con-
sidered 10 be sacred earth.
Anthropologists claim that changes
in stories usually lag slightly behind wha
is actually going on. Myths, as with sci-

constant reminder of the reality of human
mortality. Thus patriarchal society, based
on a view that subjugated nature to the
spirit of man (sic), also subjugated
woman.

Inc ingly, the serious
tions uf this social system mre  making

entific expl: are i on the
basis of what "is", or rather, by that time,
what "has been”, As society began 10
shift from a subsistence economy 0 o
market economy, more and more re-
sources were required 1o meet the needs
of the market, an_institution which would
gradually replace what were once rela-
tions of mutual gid within peasant society.
As European  cities grew and foresied ar-
ens shrunk; as irmigation systems chan-
neled the fields, and powerful new twch-
nologies began 10 dominaie the land-
scape; and as the people moved away
from the immediate, daily organic re-
lationships which had once been their ba-
sis for survival, peoples’ cultural values -
and thus their stories — had o change.
The image of nﬂh a5 pmive and gentle
?ﬂ and fury” of nature,

woman, md\n ity that now justi-
fied the new idea of “power over natore”.
With the new technology, man (sic)
would be able 1o subdue her.

The orgunic metaphor that once ex-
plained everything was replaced by me-
chanical images. By the mid-seventeenth
century, assumptions about the natural
world were being criticized in the light of
cultural, commercial and rechnological
changes. The new science of mechanics
put forth the theory that knowledge of the
world could be certain and fixed, and that
natural law was godgiven. Mater and the
material world were seen as separate
from the spiritusl word, rather than
intrinsically connected:  the body was
seen @ @ mxchine, separate from the
mind. Thas society rationalized the sepa-
ration of itsell from nature, objectifying
whit was once seen to be the source of all
life. With nature "dead” in this view, ex-
ploitation was purely a mechanical func-
tion and it proceeded apuce. By the end of
the century, however, an "organicism of
the Renaissance” was emerging  which
attempted 1o synthesize the new mechan-
ical philosophy with an organic view of
the warld. The ensions. between the two
views remain with us today.

The new images were of controlling
and dominating: having power over m-
e, Where the nurtaring image had once
been a1 cultural restraing, the new image
of mastery allowed the clearing of forests
and the damming of rivers. Nature as un-
limited resource s epliomized 1woday by
scarred hillsides, uraninm mine ilings
poisoning river systems, toxic wiste, and
hurman junk floating in space.

One theory bases this propensity for
domination over nature on the human
fear that nature is more powerful than
human beings. By subduing and control-
ling nature, society thus can  assume
power over life. Women, with their bio-
logical connection o life-giving, are a

apparent. The extent of our
poisoned  environment and its effects on
all life are beginning to be realized and
understood. And human culture which, in
organic™ terms should reflect the wide
diversity in nature, has now been reduced
o mono-culture, a simplification solely
for the benefit of marketing, for the bene-
fit of exploitation.

ECO-FEMINISM: its values and
dimensions
It is useful 10 see that this subjuga-
tion of women and nawre is a social con-
struction, not a biologically determined
fact. This means that our position of infe-
riority can be changed. Coupled with the
cufrent  feminist thought and action
around the idea of our own
bodies, we can beginto what i1
might mean 10 be a human female. At the
same time we're creating the female a5 an
independent individual, we can be heal-
ing the mindibody split.

Life struggles in nawre, such as the
Stein Valley, Meares lsland, and the
many less publicized ones, become femi-
nist issues  within the eco-feminist per-
spective, Once we understand the  hisior-
ical connections between women and na-
ture and their subsequent oppression, we
cannot help but take a stand on the war
against nare. By participating in these
environmental standoffs against those
who are assuming the right to control the
nataral world, we are helping 10 create an
awareness of domination at all Jevels. As
eco-feminists we can speak to the process
with which we take on these fstues, From
this perspective, consensus  decision-
making, and non-hierarchical organization
become accepted facts of life.

Eco-feminism gives women and men
common ground. While women may have
been associsted with nature, this does not
mean that somehow they have been so-
cialized in a different world from men.
Women have learned to think in the same
dualities as men have and we feel just as
alicnated as do our brothers, The social
system isn't good for either - or both -- of
us, Yet, we are the social system. We
need some common ground from which 1o
be critically self-conscious, to enable us
10 recognize and effect the deep structure
of our relutions, with each other and with
our environment.

In addition to p

with its
on distinct regional cultures and ldannm
strongly attached to their natural environ-

ments, may well be the kind of framewaork
within which the philosophy of eco-femi-
nism could realize its full potential a5 part
of a practical social movement.

BIOREGIONALISM:  an in-
ftegrating idea

E ing from the I
or from those who are seeking socul
change, is a way of living and thinking
about life  which, for lack of a beuer
name, is referred 0 a5 hioregionalism.
Simply put, it means leaming to become
native o place, fitting oursslves 1o a par-
ticular place, not fitting a  place to our
pre-determined tastes, It is Hving within
the [limits and the gifis provided by a
place, creating 3 way of life that can be
passed on 1o future generations. As Peter
Berg and Raymond Dasmin have so elo-
quently stated it ~..means leaming 1o
live-in-place in an area that has been dis-
rupted und injured through past exploita-
ton. It involves native to a
place through becoming aware of the

v ps that
operate within and around it 1t means
understanding activities and evolving so-
cial behavior that will ensich the life of
that place, restore its  life-supporting
systems, and establish an ecologically and
socially sustainable pattern of existence
within it. Simply stated it involves be-
coming fully alive in and with a place. It
involves applying for membership in a
biotic community and ceasing o be it
explolter.”

The bioregional movement is in pan
based on the disillusionment people have
experienced a5 a result of woying o
change the world by means of revolution.
Understanding the limitations of political
change, hioregionalisis are wking a
broader view, considering change in evo-
lutipnary terms, Rother than winning or
losing, or taking sides as being the ult-
mite objective, process has come (0 be
seen as key 1o our survival, HNow we go
about making decisions and how we act
them out are regarded 1o be as important
5 -~ S0Me say even more important than
= wiliat we are trying to decide or do.

In ecological terms, adaptation is a
process; it is with this process that biore-
glonalism is centrally concemed. In evo-
lutionary terms, a species’ adaptation
must be sustainable if the species is
survive, How can humans meet their re-
quirements and live healthy lives? What
would an nmlogicll]y sustainable human
culture be like? It is in rkliug with these

of resistance, such ‘a5 non-violent civil

disobedience in suppon of
issues, we can also encourage, support
and develop, within our communities,
cultural life which celebrates the many
differences  in nature, and encourages
thought on the consequences of our ac-
mmﬁ]wm

g in forms that the
and the philosophy of atu—l’minism are
very much i ted

To refer 10 particolar places as
bioregions is to recognize the diversity of
regions that exist on the planet. Each is
shaped by specific geological and cli-
mactic activities, as well as by the activi-
ties of plants and animals which are native
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REMEMBERING A FRIEND

Mildred Jensen Loomis was born in
1900, and died this year on September
18th. She has been termed the
“Grandmother of the Counter-Culture”.
Co-founder of The School of Living and
the publication,” Green Revolution, with
decentralist theoretician, Ralph Borsodi,
Mildred Loamis worked all her life for
"Green” and decentralist values, re-
maining active antil two years ago, when
she was immobilized by a stroke. The
following is an excerpt from a Jetter she
wrote to Kick It Over shortly before her
illness: “I've read with appreciation your
No, 9 December 1983 issue. Your
orientation, point of view, and some
speech patterns are similar o ours in
Green Revolution, so 1 tust we can
continue toward common goals, We have
1 50 year history; &nd a "round the circle®
“of universal human p(abluns * Now is

the time for a “green and anarchise”
revolution’, We'd welcome visits from
any of your readers - including Rudolph
Bahro of Germany, or others whom you
could direct 10 us. We have 9 warkshops
scheduled for 1984. A new book on
"Emma's Daughters’ (Goldman) plans to
include a chapter on Mildred  Loomis,
which is close to, if not actually anarchist.
It's 50 years non-cooperation with ‘the
estublishment’, All good wishes, Mildred
Loomis.”

Some of us had planned to visit Mil-
dred at The School of Living farm in
Pennsylvania. That will not come to pass,
The farm has been sold, but The School of
Living carries on. To find out more about
their work or to obtain a copy of Green
Revolution, write o: School of Living,

1. Spring Grove, Pa. 17362 Usa

A\ g s W e
We at KICK IT OVER are desperately looking to add your name to our
Sécarity f11¢ mailing list.

Just write your name:

Address:
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| Country: Fostal Code:
?IT!‘: ::::3; (right hand)

Send us $7.50/6 Yssues to KICK 1T OVER, POBox 5811 Stn. A, Toronto, ON
Canada, MSW 1P2 -- Canadian currency for Canada, US currency for the USA,

Australian for Australia, 4 pounds for Britain.
B currency makes our bank the happlest.

US, British or Canadfan
(Please, no postal money orders

from Britain) -- and we'll keep your name confidential.

Reduced subscriptions available upon request. Free to prisoners. Dist-
ributors wanted. Bookstores receive 402 of selling price, copies left

A on consignment.

to that place, Life, in a bioregional com-
munity, is constantly being “worked out”
-~ some species adapt, others do not
Some creatures eat all of their potential
food and are thus forced 10 leave, while
others get eaten themselves. All are co-
evolving. Humans are no exception,

Our adaptation has to do with cul-
ture. What has happened with the rise of
civilization and most recently with the
notion of mass cultre, is that what could
be called bioregionally adapted human
groups, ne longer can exist, 15 difficult
to imagine how society could be struc-
tured other than through centralized in-
stitutions that service the many. In our
culre almost every city exists beyond
its carrying capacity; diverse regions are
being exhausted, and ecologically devas-
tated, This is the non-sustainability w
which bioregionalism is responding.

Becoming native o a place -
leaming to live in it on a susminable basis
over time - is not just a matter of appro-
priste  technology, home grown food, or
even "reinhabiting” the city. It has very
much to do with a shift in morality, in the
attitudes and behaviors of human beings,
With the help of feminism, women espe-
cially have leammed an intimate lesson
about the way power works. We have
painfully seen that it is the same attitude
which  allows violence toward us that
Justifies the mpe of the earth. Literally,
the images are the same. We also know
that we are  just as capable, generally
spenking, of enacting the same kind of
behavior. So, not only do we have a per-
sonal stake in changing society but, be-
cause of our experience at the hands of
domination, we have the potential for un-
derstanding its  consequences. We know.
what it's like to be the "other”.

The ideas of biorégionalism ure be-

_ ing practiced all over the world — just

marely referred 0 as soch, It's wseful,
though, to have o name, even if it is yet
another "lsm”. The name gives us com-
mnn gmund, like eco-feminism. But

lism gives us hing 1o
practice - together they could be seen o
offer a  praxis, that i, a way of living
what we're thinking. Here we can begin
to develop an effective method of sharing
with our male friends the lessons we have
leamned about power, as well as our hopes
and aspirations for an egalitirian society.
One which would be based on the full
participation and involvement of women
and men in the process of adaptation and
thus in the maintenance of healthy eco-
SyStems.

HOMING IN ON A NEW IMAGE

One of the key ideas of biomegion-
alism is the decentralization of power:
moving further and further wward  self.
governing forms of social organmation,
The further we move in this direct
closer we get 1o what has radi
been thought of as "woman's sphe
is, home and its close surmoundings. Ide-
ally, the bioregional view values home
above all else, because it is here where
new values and behaviors are  actually
created. Here, alternanives can mool and
flourish and become deeply embedded in
our way of being. This is not the same
notion of home as the bungalow in the
suburbs of western industrialized society!
Rather, it is the place where we can leam
the values of caring for and nurturing each
other and our environments, and of pay-
ing atiention 1o immediate human needs
and feelings. It is o much broader term,
reflecting the reality  of human culiral
requirements ind our need to be sustain-
ably adaptive within our non-human envi-
ronments. Even the word  ecology, in its
very name, points us toward home: olkos,
the Greek root of "eco” means home.
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The catch is that, in practice,
home, with all its attendant roles, not
be anything different from what it has
been  throughout recent history withawus
the enlightened perspective offered by
feminism. Women's wvalues, centered
nround life-giving, must be revalued, ele-
vated from their once subordinate role.
What women know from esperience
needs recognition and respect. We have
had generations of experience in concilia-
tion, dealing with interpersonal conflicts
in daily domestic life. We know how 1o
feel for others becanse we have practiced
ir. This is not becavse we're speciil bat
because we have been socialized that
way.

At the same time, our work —
tending to human ph | requirements -
= hias been undervalued. As discussed ear-
lier, what has been considered material
and physical has been thooght to be “less
than® the intellectual, the "owtside™ (of
home) world. Women have been very
much affected by this devaluation and this
is reflected in our images of ourselves and
our attitudes toward our work. Men, 1o,
have been alienated from childeare and all
the rest of daily domestic life which has 8
very nurturing effect on all who partici-
pate. Our society has devalued the source
of its humanness,

Home is the theater of our human
ccology, and it is where we can
effectively think feelingly. Bioregional-
ism, essentially, is attempting 10 rebuild
human and natural community. We know
that it is non-aduptive 1o repeat the social
organization which left  women and
children alone, at home, and men out in
the world doing the "important™ work,
The real work is st home. 1L is not simply
a question of faimess or equality, it is be-
cause, as o species, we have w0 actually
work things out — just as it is in the so-
called natral world — with all oor
relations. As pant of this process, woman
and nature, indeed humans and nature,
need a new image of ourselves, as we
mend our relations with each other and
with the earth, Such an image will surcly
reflect what we are leaming through the
siudy of ecology, what we are coming to
understand through feminism and, what
we are experiencing by participating in
the bioregional project. Much depends on
ws and our determination to make things
different, 1o take 4 stand.
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VISIONING THE FUTURE

MEAT IS MURDER
Arguments for Vegetarianism

and Other

Glen R. Harrington of the
ARK-II Vepetarian Information Service

Are you concerned about your health,
the environment, or animal life? Have you
considered vegetarianism?

Vegetarianizm has been divided inin
categories, based on abstinence from meat
{including fish and pouliry) and on which
animal foods a person eats. Veganism s a
lifestyle which is as free as possible from
dependence on  esploitation of other
animal species, and includes the most
strict form of vegetarianism.

Many people refuse to eat meat
hecause they believe meat is murder. A
process of deconditioning is the first step
in converting to either vegetanianism ar
veganism. It is imporant w0 see animal
foods for what they really are, and this ar-
ticle should help you do so.

It has been argued that if meat is
murder, then the same applies 1o other
foods, but it takes about 16 kg of feed w
produce 1 kg of beef, and the protein

consumption has also been directly linked
to high blood pressure, various cancers.
cardiovascular disorders, and numerous
other afflictions.

Despite  these  links, as well as
constant warnings from the medical and
scientific  communities 0 reduce
cholesterol and fats and increase fiber in
the diet, some people sill insist that the
human anatomy is made for eating meat,
This is not wue, Humans do not have
claiws for killing, nor do we have the
strong jaws, dental structure, or shor di-
pestive tract of true camivorous species.
We have neutral saliva, o large stomach,
flong small imestine, a previlence of
crushing teeth, and a puckered colon,
none of which are made for meat con-
sumption.

It is formunae that a majority of
cultures do not share the wesiern meil-
intensive diet, because our earth is already
suffering irreversible damage a5 a direct
result of the western world's demand for
animal flesh. This high demand has re-

(RERICA SHALL HAVE
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conversion ratios for pork, turkey, epgs,
and chicken are 6:1, 4:1, 3:1, and 31,
respectively, Il a person cares about the
welfare of plant life, vepetarianism is
surely a lesser evil, and veganism even
better,

Meat does not only mean the murder
of millions of innocent animals and poor
use of agricultural resources, however.
The industries involved in  producing
animal flesh for food are also for large-
scale, wreversible damape to  human
health. The meat available in stores and
restaurants: alike contuins  pesticides,
cholesterol, antibioucs, fas, hormones,
and growth stimulants, llegal levels of
unnatural substances are not uncommon,
and muany doctors and specialists agree
that the legal limits may be set o high
for health safety.

The widespread abuse of antibiotics
in the meat industries results in potentially
harmful residues in the meat, a5 well as
the evolution of drug-resistant bacteria.
which can cause human illness, disease,
and death, This Jeads w decreased
effectiveness of many drugs in treating
homan ailments.

Enting meat has also been directly
linked 10 a majority of heart diseuse cases.
In fact, it has been estimated that 97% of
heart attacks could be avoided if people
would only eat ks meat  Meat

/
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slanghtered and caten, and the male
chicks are usually killed by suffocation,
just after birth.

Like their brothers and sisters raised
for food, battery hens often lose limbs or
die in wransport, are de-beaked, and given
antibiotics, necessitated by the unclean
close quaners, and large number of birds.
Not only do their eggs contain residues of
unwanted man-made substances, but they
are high in cholesierol, which is reason
enough 10 abstain from eating them.

Milk is another unnecessary food that
is a product of great suffering, oppression,

ploitati and pain. A |
98% of milk in North America comes
from factory farms. After the callous
brutalities of artificial insemination #nd
super-ovulation, the cows are kept con-
stantly producing, averaging about 66
pounds of milk per day. This during a
lnctation period of about 305 days,
totaling about 20,000 Ibs. per cow, in less
than a year. This high output is the
product of ceascless  cxperimentation,

contains invaluable human antibodies, is
free and convenient, and necessitmles
close physical contact. If breast feeding is
not possible, there are wholesome, non-
dairy substitutes available.

The dairy industry would like us 1
believe we need cow milk. We do not.
They thresten calciom deficiency, but
they are more desperate than accurate. A
well balanced-vegetarian diet has all the
calcium you need. It stands 10 reason that
vegetarians have a relmively high intake
of green vegetables, and thay, afeer all, is
where catle get most of their calcium
from. All the essential nutrients for human
bealth are easily found in the plant
kingdom.,

Allergy 10 milk is widespread, and is
a particular problem in children. Eczema,
asthma, tonsilitis, and - gastro-intestinal
disturbances can result from intolerance to
milk. Milk-free diets have been shown to
be of benefit in the weatment of some
heant disease patients. As cows’ milk is
for calves, human milk is for humans.

sulied in over- grazing of land, which can
cause massive topsoil erosion, nitration of
soil, groundwater and stream pollution,
and soil inferility. Other effects include
overfishing of lakes and areas of oceans,
and worldwide deforestation.

Deforestation, in the comext of
agribusiness, uwsually means ruthless
slash-and-bumn destruction of vur carth’s
quickly diminishing rainforests, to Create
more grazing land for [livestock. This
upsets bird migration, as well as insect,
plant, and wildlife populations, As the
deforestation continues, millions of plant
and animal species are  destroyed,
Accompanying this are unnatural changes
in heat paserns, wind currents, rinfall,
and fresh water supplies, which further
upsets the ecology. Meat kills animals,
people and the carth,

In the egg market. all but a small
fraction of eggs come from factory farms,
and are also the products of tremendous
suffering, oppression, exploitation, and
pain. In a typical factory-type egg farm,
the hens are cramped, four or five 0 a
small cage. In these cages, there is
insufficient room for them to open their
wings, groom themselves, or find any
comfort on the slanted wire floor. A large
number of hens die in these stressed
conditions, the rest are eventually

involving hormone and drug use, while
govemnments pay billons of dollars a year
o buy up the excess that is produced as a
result,

The dairy product consuming
majority eats i cheese, yoguri, etc.,
largely unaware of the brutality they
support by purchasing dairy products.
Male calves of dairy canle usually go o
the death camp-like conditions of veal
farms, perhaps the worst of all animal
abuses in the food industry. Their mothers
will long for them and suffer in the dairies
wntil milk production slips, at which dme
they are sent off 10 slaughterhouses 10 be
butchered. It has been estimated that 80%
of North American groand beef usad 1o be
dairy cartle, Their flesh contzins residees
of the hormones, antibiotics, eic. that they
were given, that milk drinkers will drink,
and beef eaters will ear.

Most of the people in the Far Easy
Africa, the Pacific Islands, and South
America zre unable to dipest milk afier
infancy, the only time in life when milk s
necessary food. During infancy, human
inestines produce lactase, the digestive
enzyme which breaks down laciose, the
sugar in milk. Adults in these areas do not
muke [actase. It has been suggested that
long ago nobody drank milk, or was
capable of digesting it, after infancy.

During infancy, a mother’s breast
milk is at the perfect remperature,

It is clear, by this point, that there is &
lot more t0 vegetarianism than fecling
sympathy for the little lambs and piggies
that pop into mind ot the thought of farm
animals, and there's a whole ot of
meaning in the slogan "Meat Is Murder”.
Itis easy 1o see the world is in bad shape,
and recognize the urgent need for change,
but not so easy to deal with the fact that
by consuming animal products, we are
dincctly responsible for destruction of our
earth, ourseives, and billions of animals.
To say "1 don’t ear much meat™ is simply
not good enough, Vegewrianism b a
solution 1o many serious crises that
currently face our planet. Our ability to
deal with these crises will be directly re-
Iated to sharing and respecting the earth
with the other species.

Copies of this article are available
for $1.00 or a stamped, oddressed
envelope. Complete  information  kits,
which include this article, are available
Jfor 33.00 employed or $3.00 unemployed
fram:

ARK-Il Vegetarian Information
Service, 3 Fox Mill Crescent, London,
Onr NeJ 2B3 Canada.

All mail receives a personal reply.
Make donations in carh or a money-order
made out fo "ARK-IT . O




Kirkparick Sale is well-kncwn ax the
author of SDS, a study of the American
radical student orgunization of the
1960 5. In the late 73, he started getting
into  “Green™ philosophy, publishing
Human Scale, a critigue of giganticism.
tn 1982, and Dweliers in the Land. o
major work on bio-regionalism in 19851
The following is an interview conducted
by Paul Franklin, in which Sale puty
forward kis own controversial perspec-
tives om. anarchism, ecology, Green
politics and ron-violence. (fuestions were
prepared by Ron Hayley, Paul Franklin
and Alexandra  Devon. Editing and
postseript by Ron Hayley.

KIO: You say, in a recent anticle in
Social Anarchism, that it's important o
bring abowt a synthesis  between
anarchism and ecological vision. What do
you think the prospects are for that
happening?

Kirkpatrick Sale: I'd say it's very
good. 1'd say that any anarchist with the
slightest social perspective at all would be
interested in tying in with o positive,
effective and growing movement and in
forming that movement. That is to say,
not only is there an existing movement
that is out for a very deep kind of social
change and the replacement  of
technological values with a different set of
values, bot it is a movement which is open
to the kind of decentralist, communitarian
vision that anarchists could give it. It does
not have that vision af this point. So itis a
convenient merger of (wo  different
tendencies: an anarchist lendency amongst
what 1 would consider a small number of
people, and an ecological tendency among
a large number of people, cach of which
has something to give to the other,

Whether it will in fact emerge, | don't
know. But you see signs of it already.
Symibesis — the newsletter  that's
produced in California now — comes out

of an anarchist group that expanded and

finally became an environmental, Groen
kind of organization. And the people a
Social Anarchism also are open to these
idens, and you see the work of Murray
Bookchin and the [lastitee for Social
Ecolagy, So this is not 2 new melding of
forces and you see these two natural
tendencies going topether

KIO: Would you sgree with the
statement that Greens need 10 go back o
their anarchist, feminist, and Nanve
American philosophical roots if they wish
w avoid the lack of vision, the
pragmatism, and downright [liberalism
which seems to characterize much of the
environmental movement?

Sale: Yes. 1 don't keow if it
characterizes the environmental
movement. It's a little tricky what we
mean by the environmental movement. [s
it the six million people who belong 1o
various environmental groups like Sierra
Club and Natire Conservancy and 50 on?
In which case, the great bulk of them
don't have any social sense at all, don't
have any political sense, and don’t have
any  fundamental  understanding  of
ecology -- ecology being that perception
of the web of nature, and that all of these
things are connected. That you can't just
talk about a dam that's being proposed, or
a park that's being threatened. Whit you
have to talk about is the political and so-
cinl system that does that proposing and
that threatening. Now, that’s an ecological
perception, and that is held by only a
minority of those who are in the
environmental movement,

Now, Green is something else agam
because there i a Green movement which
has begun in the Swates which takes its
model from Germany, of course, Amoag
them, toa, | would say probably a large
percentage, although it's hard 1o say how
much -- probably somewhere between a
balf wnd three-quarters -~ would be

described a8 you've described  them:
downright liberal ar times. Bot there &
another quaner 10 a half that does huve a
profound criticism of establishmentarian
policies and it goes well beyond 2 mere
concern for the environment 0 an
understanding of basic social change. And
it is my task, as [ see it, in both the
environmental movement and in the
Green movement to press this word and
this image of ecology wpon both of them
until they bath become ecological.

This is a difficult thing o do because
ecology & a complex notion. People tend
to equate it with "environment” and think
it means the same thing, (Some kid on a
college campus ance said to me, “Hey,
man, don't siep on' the ecology!™) It's not
an easy idea to get pcross what ecology is.
Both the Greens and the environmental
people, if they're going w mean anything
more than  reformism, will have 1o
understand that [ecology] in the sense that
Murray [Bookchin] menns by soctal ecol-
ogy, or in the sense that the groups based
in California are calling deep ecology —
means a profound understonding of the
values that support the system that exists
now and that must be transformed aterly
1o create the kind of system that we want.

KIO: 1 know of a Jot of
environmentalists who have an ecological
understanding, but I find there's & real
lempadon 1o get ino techno-fixes, such
as scrubbers on coalfired plants o
filuation systeas on_ sew treament
plants in'the name of public n:ceptab iy,
in the name of g
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paper? And if, in the study of that, we
discover that we have it because it i
going for useless packaging, and is fargely
used by McDonald’s and fast food places,
we say this is a trivial act we are doing in
trying 1o recycle it Whit we want 1o be
doing is working against the production of
paper that is 10 be used by McDonald's
and packagers of all kinds, That's what
we have 10 be opposed to.

An ecological sense would say we
don’t want 10 cut down those rees in the
first place for that paper so that we now
have 1o recycle it. Recycling is only look-
ing ot the story at the very end ol if, and
the story must be looked at from the very
beginning. This i an ecological
understanding that is somewhat difficult
o get across and works ot variance with
50 much that we're ranght and see around
us every day. And it hits it the gr:.ll fun-
damentals of technolog;
beyond that, st Western civilizatio
that s where one is led to if one is
ecological. But it is not easy bringing
people along 1 questioning the values of
Westem civilization, This will ke rime,

KIO; What do you mike of those
technocratic Greens, for wham funda-
mental principles and values are of no
concerm, who only want to build 4 betier
mausetrap to-sell 1o the American public?

Sale: The danger in the United Sties
has been to try to follow the Germun
model and, amongst the Germans, there
arc at least a half, if not more - the so-
called Realor® who want o make the

50 there’s a ;mblsn in ﬂul the :n.n.]ysn
does not translate through o ecological
action.

Sale: But | would say they don't have
an ecological analysis, and they are being
reformist and are simply trying to get
scrubbers into the smoke stack. An
ecological amalysis asks: what s that
smokestack? Why do we have it? What's
it producing? Is it necessary? Is there
another way to produce this? And you
don't take the problem and find 8 techno-
fix to solve it, which wouldn't be much of
a solution anyway. After all, the tall stack
was & techno-fix solution originally, and
the scrubbers are not likely 0 be a so-
lution either. But you don't look at the
problem and try and solve it that way
You understand things holistically; what
i it, why is that we have all of these
corporations with their factories along the
Ohio River? What are they producing and
how? You stann making an analysis like
that, and you begin to say that the
electricity they're producing is going for
evil ends. It is not simply lighting the
study of some young boy in school, it's
going to produce chemical femilizers. And
you look at the plastics that those factories
are producing and the chemicals and you
say that [the] ecological society doesn't
want these things. And it's not a matter of
making these factories better, it's a matter
of doing away with them.

Let me give another example along
these same lines, o perception that I've
tried 10 put across o Green groups in New
York. They're wiking about recycling.
Now, nobody could be against recycling,
but | say to them — that is an en-
vironmental response. An ecological
response would Jook at the whole picture
and say: why is this stufl being produced
in the fist place that we now have o
recycle it? Why do we have so much

compromises and get the power and baild
a better mousetrap, and who don't have a
sense of deeply changing values. But, on
the ather hand, there are the Fundisd who
do; with people like Rudi Bahrod who are
challenging the basic values, who say
“we'ne opposed to tnks, and we should
be opposed 1o cars as weil,”

And that begins 10 hit home at the
basic - substructure of a technological
society, The trouble with the American
experience is that 100 many people have
tried 1o buy the German experience.and to
treat ecology as environmentalism, & in
fact the German Greens tend 10 do. The
platforms in many of the American Green
proups list four values or twelve values,
amang which only one is ecology and that
is  lwgely oundeswod w0 be
environmentalism. As | said before, the
task 15 to try w bring them along so that
they understand there is only one value
for a Gireen party, and that's ecology. And
that ecology should be the fundamental
substructure from which all the other
values stem. And if you understand things
that way then you teke 3 whole different
view of ‘the environment, of democracy,
of non-violence. | argued to one Green
group in Berkeley that sn ecological
position on non-violence woald not be
opposed to [viokence], The argument is
that you can see violence as being a useful
economic force i human history - in
particular, lagely a5 a meams of
population  limitation, but even more
importantly a5 a means of diswributing
populations so that they don't gather in
the same ecosystem and over-use it. And
that's what wibal violence has been far
millions of years. So an ecological
perspective says that you don't wy to
eliminate violence, and that peace is an
illusion. It says rather that you try to work
out the social systems that will minimize
violence and defuse violence. And the
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model that 1 always give is the Canadian
Indians who developed lacrosse 25 a
substitute for warfare, but there are plenty
of other examples like that all around the
world: cultures that have worked out ways
1o mauintain their rivalries and their
distances, their ecological niches without
having full-scale war.

And you can imagine, with these
people who have been marching for peace
for fificen and twenty years, you come o
them and say peace is not an ecological
issue, this goes down hard. But that is in
fact the anly way to build a Green Party is
from an ecological perspective that casts
into question a lot of the assumptions we
always make and, in the cases of peace,
democracy, social justice, and the
environment, has  an  entirgly  new
penspective thay is wholistic and knined
wgether in 3 way that the German Greens
have not been.

1 \um o see a Green Pany, 1 Green

a Green that is
ﬂuwghlybmdmmbr,) nd see what
kind of power it might then have.

KI10: What strikes me is that you see
violence as part of the social eco-system
s much as non-violence.

Sale: Not as much @, no not nearly,
Most lives of individuals  and  most
societies aren't filled up with violence
Even in our awful world which teaches
violgnce o the individual and the society,
you don't find that. | don't say as
important. 1'm simply saving that & world
without violence fs impossible o imagine
and therefore useles 10 work for,

RIO: 15 there a danger thut the deep
ecology movement (which is led entirely
by men} may be tuming the patriarchal
world-view on is head, maintaining a
nature/humanity doalism, bat with the
Nlﬂ}’aﬁb&ﬁp\lyxﬂqm’u‘uﬂ?
Wht.rok do yn- think women hnn in
 Sale: s obviows that feminism s 3
profound and sizable component of an
ecological perspective. | imagine that
there are some feminists who would put it
d.: atba way around, saying that an

pective 18 part of
but, 10 my w;y of seeing things, ecology
is the wvalue system thot  explaing
everything and provides what we need.

And eco-feminist  movement
would argue the same way; that a proper
sense of ecology leads you to the same
view of the world that the feminists have
been putting out for decades now. They
are inexwricably linked as far as 1 can see,
and if it is trae that there are a Jot of men
‘whao seem 0 be coming up with this idea,
it may simply be they are being led 10 4
feminist undesstanding in their own ways.
I'don’t see anything in the formulation of
deep ecology of social ecology or bio-
reglonaliom that in any way contravenes
the values of feminism or puts forward the
values of patriarchy. In fact, it seems o
me sellevident that an  ecological
perspective leads you 10 an anti-hierurchi-
cal, anti-lingar, anti-dominating - ond,
thérefore, anti-patriarchal — sense of the
waorld.

KIO: What do you see as being the
difference between deep ecology and
social ecology?

Sale: Well, there are differences of
course, but there are different people who
have derived them, and there are
differences 100 between those and bio-
regionalizm. But the differences are minor
and omes of emphasis, and it seems 0 me
largely they are the same reaction 10 the
same problem. And if Murray Bookchin
[social ecolopin] wamts 1o call it one
thing, and if George Sessions #nd Bill
Devall [deep ecologists] want to call it
snm:lhmg dsc, and Peter Berg and Rny

their particular take on it, and they are not
fundamentally different in any way. To
me, they represent three strands of the
same overall ecological movement, and
there are probably others as well.

‘There are certain parts of the feminist
movement, certain pars of the Green
movement, certain parts of the American
Indizn movement which share these
identical ecological perspectives, and sure
there are going w0 be differences of
emphasis among them, For example, at
the last big-regional conference, there wis
a deep ecology workshop that couldn't
bring itsell to talk about population
limitation, 1 don't know exactly why, 1
wasn't in among them, but the official
bio-regional position on deep ecology
differs from that of Ame Naess [a founder
of deep ecology) and George Sessions on
the mater of population limitation. But |
don't think that's a significant difference.
These are nuances, and | would lump all
of these together as part of the “new
ecology” movement.

KIO: Do. you really think it's
possible, as is advocated by the deep
ecology folks, 10 reduce the human popu-
lation  without  authoritarianism  and

ide?

Sale: Yeah, I do. Are there deep
ecologists who advocate authoritarianism
and genocide? 1 doubt that very much, It
seems (o me highly unlikely. [Editor’s

cities will revert to a manageable size, the
countryside will once again be populaied,
and there’ll be a healihy ‘relationship
between them. We know this doesn’t take
authoritarian mexsures every single poll
taken in the United States and Europe
indicates that people do not want to five in
big cities, they want 0 live in small
towns, they want to tive in villages, they
want to live in rural areas overwhelm-
ingly.

And, so, all it would take would be
opening up the systems and the options so
that people can live where they say they
want to live. And then creating those
villages and small towns in such a way
that they aren't the sort of stifling and
deadening places  that technological
society has made them. And, obviously,
this can be done. Small towns don't have
1o look like Babbit's Main Street, and
they don't have o look like suburhia
And, in fact, long before industrialism
forced that on those areas, the small town
wias — throughout the world — the
backbone of every single society. And it
seems 1o me that it could be so again,
without authoritarianism or genocide.

FPOSTSCRIFT:

We realize that it isn't exacily koxher

t have the "laxt word” ar the end of an
interview, but we feel that Kirkpatrick
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While we respect Foreman for a lot of
the work he's done, this quote illusirates
the dangers of a reductionist “ecological”
anralysis. [t legds to  what  Murray
Bookchin calls the “lifeboat ethic®, an
updated version of “survival of the flieest™.
Gone is any analysis of imperialism and
i2s role in the destruction of food systems,
or of subsistence economies in the Third
World, to be replaced by Malthusianism
[Malthus was an English economist who
hypothesized that hunger was a product of
overpopulation].  According  f0  this
“theary” (which has been  refuted in
Frances Moore Lappe's excellent book
Fouod First), people starving in Ethiopla
represents the working ot of an
inevitable "law of aature”. Bul we know
that peaple in the Third World were able
1o feed themselves before the West came
along, and that siructures of oppression
merely exacerbate tendencies fowards
overpopulation. If any deep ecologin
amongst our readers feels we are dealing
unfairly with this issue, we welcome your
comments in a futurs issue,

For thase interested in  Simply
Living, an interesting and  highly
attractive “Green-orignted” publication,
write to: Simply Living, P.O. Box 704,
Manly 2095, N.S.W., Australia. The cover
price is $4.95 Australian — get the con-
version raie af your local bank and add
some for postage. The above quole was
from V.2 812,

Footnotes

1. [As a wvery brief introduction,

Bioregions are "unique life places with

their own soils and land  forms,
heds and climates, native plants and

" animals_."  Bio-regionalism s the
technology: & ! ol bmanity e philosophy of learning to live within the
Bletarchios. clatbes stals (natlutiin Timits of such places.]
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o i G el omic o e | 3- [ so-called “Fundamentalists” or
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waded wvary wphers of e, today we even buy 4. [see 2 of Bullding the Green
 maaal sectommy? b Movement in this issue of KIO|
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note; Sale misundersiood the question
hkere. Deep ecolagi: dh reducing

seriously underestimates the dungers

the human population, We did not ask iff
the logi. h these

fited with deep ecology. For in-
stance, Bill Devall, one of the main theo-

mearures.] 1 think population limitation is
necessary, and 1 think the ideal human
population, given a waorld using nature-
based technologies, wonld be
considernbly smaller than it 15 now. | have
no idea what it would be. That would be
in um ideal futare world,

I think the human population will
readjust iself down. It has grown 1o these
ahrming pmmnm thanks 1w an

ical civilization, and 1
think that, when :h.'u goes, rational’ forms
of tiving will reduce the population to
levels that it hod once in' the past. In the
meantime, | do think it's possible o limit
the impact of these excessive numbers by
population redistribution. And that does
not take authoritarianism and it does not
take murder — genocide — o accomplish.
The difficulty with the world now is that
the people are not distributed in the right
places, and it is the industrial forces that
are making them distributed in the wrong
plm:u So. in freeing ourselves from this

Dasmin | of bic
want to call it a third thln;. that's hm

il system, we will be promoting a
redistribution of population so that the

iclany of deep ecology, recently infer-
viewed Dave Foreman of Earth First! (a
radical ecology group in the United Staves
well known for direcr actlon toctics) in
Simply Living. an Auxtralian magazine.
In it, Foreman, an advocate of deep
ecology, was quoted as saying!

"When I tell people how the worst
thing we could do in Ethiopia is to give
aid = the best thing would be 1o just ler
nature seeky its own balance, 1o lel the
people there just starve...they think thix is
mctnstrous. But the alternative s that you
go in and save these half<dead children
who will never live a whole life. Their
development will be stunted, And what's
going to happen in ten years' time ix that
Iwice a3 many people will suffer and die.

Likewise, letting the USA be on
overflow vaive for problems in Latin
America i3 not solving o thing. It's fust
puiting sore pressure on the resources we
have in the USA, It is just cousing more
destruction of our wilderness, more poi-
soning of weter and air, and it i’y help-
ing the problems in Latin America,”

Human Scale by Kirkpamick Sale,
G.PPumam’s Sons, New York 1980
Vision by Kirkpatrick Sale, Sierra Books,
San Francisco, 1985

Deep Ecology; Living as if Nawre
Mattered by Bill Devall and George
Sessions, Lyton, Utsh: Peregrine Smith
Books, 1985 [
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Overseas sud: £11.00 for 10 tssues {rom:
GREEN ANARCHIST. 19 Magdalen Road,
Cxford. OX4 IRP. UK.
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COMMUNE SEARCHES FOR
OTHERS

A community, a “bio-cell” dedicated 10:
ecological sensitivity and wisdom; grass-
roots democratic decision-making; social
responsibility and synergy (personal, lo-
cal, global); loving action for peace, jus-
tice, growth, survival; sisterhood! brother-
hood (respectful, affectionate, polyfideli-
wus  relationships); local  democrasic
economics; global sustainability; sacred-
ness of life, spiriteal oneness, family, We
welcome all inquiries and visits (by prior
amangement). Write to: Namaste Greens,
Box 578, Barmswead, NH 03225 (603-776-
G904),

Greek Anarchists desire contact

A group of Greek anarchists is inwerested
in receiving magazines, leaflets and
posters from North American 's. They
also can send out news and information in
Grezk if there is anyone who would like
0 tansine. To contact them, write 1o
George  Vaziniaris, c/o Canathos, fes-
tionos 15, 54633, Thessaloniki, Greece.

BOOKS for Sale

Charles H. Kerr, "the oldest ionary
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BUILDING A NEW WORLD IN THE
VACANT LOTS OF THE OLD

a review of Rudolph Bahro’s Building the

Green Movement

by Ron Hayley

Building the Green Movement by
Rudolph Bahro, New Society Publishers,
Philadelphia, 1986,

“The true realist is one who both
knows the world and her own dreams.” -
Ursula LeGuin

Rudolph Bahro writes with messianic
zeal  and hal  self.

immediate locality, and contribute to the
upkeep of general communications...” (p.
14).

The communes would provide people
with “an opportonity for active expenence
in dealing with the concrete contradictions
of their everyday exisience. Above all, it
5 a question of opening wp for them a
minimum of space that affords them
security, into which they can step when
they want to risk withdrawal from the
industrial system™ (p. 15). Bahro sees the

Nonetheless, : he is an imporant
spokesperson  for the radical Green
perspective,

publishing house in North America (and
possibly the world)”, publishes a wide
range of interesting material on Haymar-
ket, anarchism, and socialism. For more
information write to; Charles H. Kerr
Publishing Company, 1740 West Green-
leal Avenue, Suite 7, Chicago, IL 60626.

New Art for a Dangerous Age

If you would like 10 sce copies of
New An for a Dangerous Age (NADA),
write lo: NADA, 195 Garficld Place {(Apt.
2L), Brooklyn, New York 11715, Copics
are 5,50 (plus postage). You might also
want 0 ask sbout Shoe Polish Week

Bahro was a minor functionary in the
Communist Party of East Germany, and
was sent 1o prison afier writing o book
called, The Allernative in Eastérn Fu-
rope. Given the opportunity to leave the
country, he moved o West Germany
where he became immediately embroiled
in the internal politics of the emerging
Green Party (In the euly days, at least,
they preferred the term Die Grusen, or
“the Greens”, to indicate that they thought
of themselves more as 2 movement than a
Party). Bahro became a  major
spokesperson for the Fundi faction that
oppased forming a coalition: govemment

m‘mmﬁ cvor published” - B i, the the Social Democratic Party (like

we panicularly liked "My Date With W .. New Democratic Parsy in Canada, bt

Holly Near™), Copics arc $1.00 (plus bigger), and wanied 10 stick o the
"s radical princi After o

serics of unpopular specches which an-
gered the Realo or “Realpoliticker™ fac-
tion, and even some of his own comrades,
he announced his public resignation -
interestingly enough, over the issue of
animal liberation,

Building the Green Movement is a
collection of his speeches and writings
and interviews during the time he was still
an official spokesperson for the Party. In
this — Ins third -- book (afier The

Al blished Socialism and
Survival, in wh:h he que\nmed vmaﬂy
all the premises of

Bahro .uu:mpn to tackle the difficult
question of “how do we get there from
here?™ — without falling into reformism
and pragmatism, on the one side, and
utopian passivity, on the other. Let's com-
pare, for o moment, the future society that
anarchists would like to live in with a gar-
den. Sitting in the house and imagining
how nice the garden could be will not
make it happen. One has 10 go out and
break the ground, tum over the soil. But
how does ane do this in a sociery which
turns virually everything we do against
itsell?

Communes: The Germ Cell

For Bahro, the vehicle of transition is
the commune -- a “base community” of, at
muximum, three  thousand  people.
Members of such a community — “the
germ cell of the social formation. which
will replace the existing one™ (p. 57) --
would “produce their basic needs in the
way of food, clothing, housing, education
and health care 10 a large extent by their
own labour, decide on some specialized
production mainly for exchange in the

loyed, in particular, as a Teservoir
of p.lmclpants for these new projects — as
people who can afford 1o risk something
new.

I believe it is true that the current
crisis affords us an opponenity, but one
which must be put in perspective. In an
economic crisis sech as ours, people are
open 1o trying new things. An economie
crisis  which affects  some  people
matenially, and a cultural crisis which
affects others on a spiritual level - that bs
1w say, produces disaffection with the
goals, mores, and lifestyles of the domi-
nant ruiulm - dxae Iwu things creute

ly dinf for
some mmlng political and social
chemisuy. All that is needed is a political
criss (an inability by the powerns-that-be
1o goven society — a situmion not
immediately on the horizon) to create the
possibility for a radical (1 hesitate 10 use
the word revelutionary) situation. Without
a significant alternative already in place, a
polivical erisis will more Likely move
people 1o the right; hence the importance
of beginning to establish these aliematives
now. But in order for this to occur. there
must first be a process of “primitive
accumulation” -- that is, the aliernative
econamy must be able to capitalize itself.
Bahro seems to have inftially thought that
the Greens® paricipation in the German
partiameni{the Bundextag) would provide
them with the necessary political lasgesse
to divert "one thousand million marks into
the alternative sector, to make possible._ a
kind of primary accumulation for the new
social formation™ (p. 20).

Many people have suggesied seiting
up similar communities in North America
- occupying abandoned towns or sefting
up whole new agglomerations like Cerro
Goddo in Oregon (for more on Cemo
Goddo, see pp, 61-63 of Seeds of the
Seventies by Arnthur Stein, University of
Rhode Island, !I:ulnvu‘ 1985, Mo:hcr

For pmer and material u:wmnhum by
inner d P where the emipk is
shified from a “jouney outward W0 2
journey inward” (p. 120). “Without a
system of values which from the start is
set above the purely economic, this
ecological cyclical economy we are
striving for cannot come about™ (p. 15)
“Ending material expansion will prove not
only necessary for survival but also desir-
able and wuseful for the higher
development of human beings in relation
10 their "non-material” needs . (p. 15}

Bahro wants to use the current crisis
o get people o confront their own inner
angst and dissatisfaction, and decide what
is really important to them. He calls for
muking use of "the present trough
found the beginning of & new civilization,
a change 5o deep one must speak of o
break with basic Ewropean pattems of
behaviour” (p. 70 All this requires “the
building of & new psychology”, something
which cannot come about through vie-
lence. As he nows in one of the
interviews, “There are psychological and
ideological structures... which  would
actually permit us to shift the con-
frontation  from one between  minority
versus police, where we have to deal
physically with fiberglass tanks and steel
Wl jon... into & ion which
is.., on the.. cultural plane; whereby we
introduce our lifstyles fnto society and
then have 1o deal with people insead of
police. People will certainly resct st fir
with outrage and close up their character
armor. But things keep working on inside
them; this strategy s much maore
productive than batdes with the police”
(pp. 72-72). Using the Roman Empire as
an  example, Bahro believes that
overthrowing one emperor only leads to
installing 3 new one. Eventually, this sys-
tem, like Rome, will crumble away, snd
there must be those who, ke the
Benedictine monks of the Middle Ages.
are willing 10 withdraw from society in
order 10 build the foundations of a new
social order.

Dirawbacks of the Commiune Model

I believe there are some problems
with the commune strategy. First of all,
while Bahro is not an advocase of gui-
ettsm (the endency o withdraw  from
politics), he does suggest that, initally,
“separution or dissociation from  the

model  for
communities is dcsvcnbad in ‘I"M' Nrarth
for Community by George Melnyk,
Black Rose, Montreal, 1985). It scems
highly unlikely, however, that the powers-
that-be are going i finance their own
negation. Moreover, nowhere in North
America do Greens  have  sufficient
influence, cither on their own, or within
structures like the New Democratic Party
(NDP) to pressure the govemment inio
funding this kind of program. It seems
that what we nead is a plan of action, for
which we can demand government
support, if we want it, but one which can
be implemented without it.

For Bahro, the movement 0 build
communes must go hand in hand with a
coluralspiritual  revolution i which
people reject the traditional motivations of
Western civilization, replacing the desire

inder of soclety will outweigh
association with it” (p. 90). 1 think experi-
ence proves that when founders of an
alernative  lifestyle  withdraw  from
society, their influence is dissipated and
their concerns marginalized.

Sccondly, I'm not sure that the
commune model will ever appeal 1o North
Americans (parcnthetically, Bahro hasn't
been able 10 get much support for it in
West Germany cither; he is not currently
active around either communal or political
projects). While Bahro is conspicuously
vague 25 10 the actual living arrangements
of these communitics of three thousand,
his account docs suggest onc of another
form of communal living. | think the
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being anything more than a dynamic and
fluid network of people, that includes
many friends, former members and new
people who are still atracted by the old
values,

Any attempt to reduce this history to
the printed page will obviously be guilty
of great generalizations, partsanship in
relating arguments, and offensive 1o some
who may feel their efforts slighted. But
with this in mind 1 would still like to
relate my perceptions of the situation in
the first two years of living on the land. |
am not an unbissed observer, 1 left afier
the first two years in complete dis-
illusionment. Along with some others, |
was originally more motivated by the idea
of a collective life rather than the mere
fact of living in the country. It was no big
deal for me 1o end up, once again, poor
and living in the country.

As the graffitti exchange used as an
introduction suggests, at the root of many
af the problems, both practical regarding
survival, and political in terms of various
positions in the group, there was an
essential conflice between the somewhat
whimsical and abstract search for
freedom, and the necessities of surviving
im & harsh climate with few opportunities
10 generale mongy.

The desire to "struggle spainst work”

ANARCHY DOWN ON THE
FARM: WHO SHOULD FEED THE CHICKENS?
by o dmo&//

“Freedom is just another word for
nothing left to lose.™ “I think we've lost
everything around here already. Have you
tried to find the hammer larely.” Graffiti
exchinge on the outhouse wall at
Dragonfly commune,

The history of Dragonily, a rural
anarchist commune in easien Cintario
offers a rich history for discovering many
difficult truths. Dragonfly has just passed
its fifteenth anniversary going back (o its
humble origins as a student commune in
Kitchener in the fall of 1971. In 1978,
eleven people bought an old farm and
bepan moving in the fall. The farm was
248 acres, thiny cleared, with maple bush,
beaver pond, scrub growth and cedar
patches, an old frame house and plywood
bam, The area, north of Bancroft, close to
Algonquin Park is beautiful, sitting on the
edge of the Canadian shield
Unforunately, it shares the dreadful
climpte common o the shield: shon
growing seasons, frost potential any time
of the year, and periods of forty below
wenther in the winter,

The collective has had a continuity
ower that fifteen years. Large numbers of
people have come and gone, yet there was
never o complete break with the past.
There was a gradual development of anti-
authoritarian politics, and loyalty to the
vilues ~ community, simplicity and
resistance -~ thal were generated by the
politichl tendency of the counter culture.
The collective had functioned well in the
city, operating internally with a free form
anarchy. Externally, the collective was
one of the mainstays of the community
and mtracted and influenced many people
with the usual heady combination of
drugs, politics and a life-affirming an-
tipathy to the social norms.

However, the collective was unable to
meel the demands of survival in the
gountry. There are still people there, but
{he farm s only a pale imitation of the
fantasies that had originally motivated the
move from city o country. Indeed, and to
their credit, there is little pretense now of

by remaining ootside of the wage system
as much as possible was one of the many
motivations that led us 1o the country, But
the paradox that should have been quickly
faced was that the more one wants to
avoid work, the more elficient ane’s work
must become, Yet 1o recognize this fact
would have meant a rejection of many of
the most basic ideas of the counter
cultore,

One of the silliest ideas that the
counter culture ever came up with was
that we should work only when we feel
like it. Tt sounds great and is certainly
very attractive regarding wage labour, but
breaks down quite quickly when we ane
supposedly determining our own activity.
Freedom in this sense is an abstract and
elusive concept. It is hardly an exercise in
free will to sit around, day after day,
smoking dope and cigareiies, drinking
endless cups of coffee when the garden
needs weeding. (Or if it is "free will™ it
seems to indicate a real lack of imagina-
tion in exercising it.) There was always
more interest in planning what we could
do tomommow, next week, or next year, But
it was seen as an imposition o follow
through on the commitments of the past.

S0 long as nothing s done,
everything is possible, But a5 s00n a5 a
course of action has begun, there is a
terrible unfreedom. If & garden is planted
in the spring, then one is committed o
caring for it during the summer,
harvesting it in the fall and being able o
make use of it while it is growing and
afier it hus been harvested. If there is not
this follow-through, if this "limit" on
one's free activity is “challenged”, then
the work already done on the project is
thrown away. Life remaing abstracted
from the demand’s of one’s own long-
term interest and desines. If living for the
moment is interpreted literally, there is no
connection between yesterday's plan and
today's activities, between the needs of
tomorrow and the desires of woday,

Ideas do not determine reality. This
should surely be an obvious point, yet the
coonter  culure  was  predominantly
idealistic. Not only in the sense of

awempting to live by some moral code,
but also in thinking that the world of ideas
‘was the predominant realm of life. But of
course it isn't, Life does not take place in
o vacuum. We are restricted by the
context of the natural world, by the
specific conditions of the economic
context of the natural world, by the
specific conditions of the economic and
political worlds, and by the strengths and
weakness of our own selves, e our
skills, our attitudes, our habits, etc.

A mural survival project that takes
place in a climate where the heating
sexson starts in Seplember and ends in
May, where the temperature will hit forty
below two o three times a year obviously
has certain implications for the autumn's
activities, That is, lots of wood must be
pathered. Yet there were those who
thought it compulsive and city-like 1
Wil 10 $tan cutting trees as long as there
was any wood left at all w bum. But, of
course, if one can be on top of wood
gathering enough 1o have several month's
supply always on hand, then the wood is
drier, bumns hotter and it acwually takes
less wood to muintain the same heat.
Moreover, it is certainly much easier 1o do
the work-with little or no snow than o &y
to go out with the bush lying deep in it.
Yei this logic was never enough to moti-
vate action. The lnissez-faire attitude 0o
often became a lazy-fure attinde.

“There was i blindness to the specifics
of our situation. It was often quoted that
Scott and Helen Nearing, very well known
back-to-the-landers in their ies at
that time, needed to work only four hours
per day to be self-sufficient. This ignored
the fact that they had spent yeurs of hard
work 10 get o that point, were much more
skilled and  knowledgeable and were
living in a more benign climate. The
problem was not simply how much people
wanted to work, but that the articulation
of our goals of self sufficiency were
completely out of ling with our work
capacitics and skills, Discussions took
place at a very abstract level, o refer w
the exigencies [something of an urgent,
pressing nature -ed.] of the real world was
10 be charged with negativism as though it
were simply a failure of will in
overcoming these very real obstacles.

Living in the country cerainly
reduces the amount of money needed o
survive, but also reduces one's access o
sources of income even more. Before we
mived in  the country and even
afterwards, much mention was made of
making money by baking bread and other
goodies. This is what had been done by
the old couple from whom the land was
bought. But the idea was ludicrous. One
has 1o sell & huge amount of bread, at a
profit of 50 cents a loal o even pay for
the gas for a wip into wwn which could
cogt  several dollurs for gas  alone.
Mareover, the old couple had maintiined
high standurds of cleanliness, which was
necessary o bring in the tourist cus-
womers, and they worked foureen hour
days besides. Obviously we were unable
ond unwilling 0 meet these preconditions,
Yei, in arguments the point of reference
would always end up being such flights of
fancy, ideas picked up from other vastly
different situntions, and not the situation
as it had 1o be faced.

Afver the only person with a regular
income left, we were all very much in the
same impoverished condition. Income
sharing was proposed as the solution
this collective poverty, Yet income
sharing doesn't increase the amount of
cash available. All it does is make
absolute poverty universal. For those like
myself who needed some monetary
security, and went 1o the cities in the win-
ter to work and bring back some money
and an Unemployment claim, income
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sharing was no promise of security but a
threat to reduce us to eventual dependence
on those who had shown little inclination
o raise survival money for themselves.

There was almost constant tension
between the optimists and the pessimists,
between those who could see only their
dreams unfolding, and others who could
only feel overwhelmed by the magnitude
and numbers of problems that had w be
faced. The irony of the situation was that
the negativists -- of which I was a charter
member — and the optimists could both
feel vindicated by the way things were
going. The "workers” — those who ook
on the task of trying to keep things
twogether - felt that life was hard and work
unrelenting, and it was, There were
gardens 1o tend, animals to look after, two
young children to care for, fields to try to
bring into production, hopeless attempts
10 try to keep the old ramshackle house
somewhat clean and tidy,

Those for whom life was not to be
taken too seriously, for whom partying
was o major preoccupation, life did just
flow. Things did work out. But they did
not see that they worked out not because
of some karmic force, but because of the
efforts of those people who were carrying
ithe work: load, And when things did screw
up, it was worth a laugh, if it was even
noticed.

These varying experiences only
reinforced the tensions between the two
positions. Unforunately, lethargy is a
stubborn opponent. At any given- time,
ane or two people would end up feeling as
though they were camying the load and
evenptually bum  out  and  leave
Consequently sume other person would
feel the demands of the situation and
begin o try to keep things together only 10
find themselves similarly burning out in &
few months.

It is. not that the experience was
entirely negative. Much work did get
dane. And at best, with ten people there,
people did what they wished and what
they wished was what needed o be done.
The problem arose when the initial
enthusiasm wore off. Then there was no
incentive of mechanism 1o ensure that
necessary work got done except for those
who saw the need 1o go out and do it. To
be sure, the collective was clear from the
beginning that there was to be no com-
pulsion. Everyone would do their own
thing. And [ wouldn't want it any other
way. But, when work started by some
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members with grandiose ideas would end
up being completed by others afier the
enthusiasts had wandered off 0 other
interests, then the limits of lerance were
reached.

The counter culture sssumed chat
virtue, mther than hard work would be
rewarded. This can best be illustrated by
relating a series of discussions when |
once said that "1 should feed the chickens
before going™ when the twenty-five mile
trip to Bancroft was being planned. Three
people iIn o row went on about how [
shouldn't say “should”. But from a
Scottish-Canadian faming background;
“should™ in that semse is simply a
recopnition of o task that needs to be
done. 1t is not @ moral burden, although
granted that elemént can be present. So |
let it go. went to town only to return lae
in the afternoon to discover that the
chickens had not been fed. What could
more clearly {lusirate the point? The
simple fuct that the chickens needed
feeding was not relevant. Our need to take
care of the chickens properly in order o
benefit from their egg production wasn't
important. Al that matered was  the
mtitude with which the work was dooe.

The roots of many of the difficulties
of Dragonfly can be traced back (o class
arrogance. Tt is vot that members of the
collective came from  high class
backgrounds, but many came from
comforable  wrban  middle  class
buckgrounds such as middle level execu-
tives, social workers, etc. They had no
understanding of, and certainly no respect
for the farmers. There was no sense of the
struggle which permeates the history of
Ontario farmers. It was assumed that it
was the stupidity of the farmers which got
them to install electricity and go for cash

cropping and monoculture. But it wasn't
stupidity but rather a last ditch atiempt 1o
cut down on endless labour and to survive
economically in a social system which
generated huge corporate profits from the
Tabgusr of the farmers, These city dwellers
assumed that, armed with the back-o-the-
land books and magazines, they could
succeed in surviving on the fand in an arca
where the farmers had mainly disappeared
decades ago.

It might seem like 1.am flogging a
dead horse, w0 write a critique of the
counter culture Jong afier its flaws have
become apparent to all bot a few die-
hards, But Dragonfly, as it was imple-
mented, shares problems  with many
anarchist projects, both past and present
Anarchy is not simply wish fulfillment
The purity of anarchy and anarchists is
oo often measured by how litde relevance
it has with the real world. It has become
an ast form of the intellect rather than a
guide for practical living and struggle. It
is thought rather than action thai is re-
spected, Cenainly while we must not
mimic the desperate attempts of the
Leninists 10 be relevant o the “masses™,
we should at least ry 10 be relevant o
ourselves, our own ideas, and the world as
it exists. If anarchism cannot be pragmatic
as well as visionary, then it is nothing.

1 do hope that | haven't made
Dragonfly sound oo wretched. It bsa'c If
anyone wanis 8 good tme in beautiful
surroundings, they would be quite
welcome. There are lots of people around
in the summer, Or some might simply
want 10 hear the other side, If so, they can
be reached at DRAGONFLY FARM,
Luke St. Peter, ON, KOL 2K0
CANADA. O
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LIBERATION

review by Richard Swift

Andre Gorz s one of those thinkers
that ¢an wrn things on their head and get
vou to think “of course! Why didn't 1
think of tha?™ In this book the
iconoclastic  French  marxist  brings
together a number of themes that be has
developed in his recent work, Ecology as
Politics and Guod Bye to the Working
Class. In Paths to Paradise he mkes on
the idealogy of perpetual growth that both
the Right and a sizable part of the Left are
commifted w. According tw Gorz, the
emperor hax no clothes. The natural
resources just aren't there w0 sustain our
competitive fflusnce ("What is good
enough for everyone is not good enoagh
for anyone™). Uremployment can no
longer be viewed as A temporary
abberation but a5 a permanent structural
problem that will worsen with the micro-
computer revolotion, The remedies 1o
overcome the discontents ond  the
distortions of growth (le., the welfire
state, crisis oriented medicine, envi-
ronmental policing. and the mental health
Indusiry) are becoming more expensive
and less effective. The attempt by socialise
economics o catch wp with capitafism
has, not surprisingly, mired them in very
simifar problems.

But Gorz s not 8 purveyor of the

‘theory of the apocalypse. He is more of a

visionary, and it is here that be is most
creative and valuable, For Gorz, the crisis
in growth politics and economics provides
a whole new set of possibilities, The end
of the productivist ethos [the obsession
with work and production] was foreseen
by Marx as the potential end w0 the wage
system and the begmnings of 2 society
based on the meeting of unalienated
human needs. Gorz takes it upon himself
w spell out in some dewil how such a
society might be organized.

Unlike many on the libertarian Lefi
(Rudolph - Bahro, Murray Bookchin, a
good deal of the Green movement), Andre
Gorz is 4 technological optimist. The
others believe that our industrial tools
have become so distorted that the only
way 1o restore ecological balance is m
returm 10 the kind of - symbiotic

hip that ind C i
had with the carth, albeit & modem
wariant, But Gorz's belief in some form of
modem technalogy is not a nadve one. He
feels that the micro-computer revolution
and panying technological in-
is have the potential o cne
society based on the liberation from work
This society would be divided into a
sphere of necessity (whay Gore calls
heteronomaons production) wnd o sphere of
freedom (free autonomous  prodection,
Using the microchip revolution, this first
sphere of production would be reduced to
the mintmum amoant of labour necessery
to provide us with the basic necessities of
life and {he wols of conviviality on which
autonomoys  activity' wounld be  based.
Gorz believes that the process of de-
shilling means that this type of work can
be shared by almost anyone, and tasks and
jobs can be rotared o avoid bored.

of this work that any individual would
have o do in a lifetime could be
drastically cut. He sets 20,000 hours as a
likely figure. (This works out to about
four hours & day for twenty years, or two
bours a day for fory years eic.) There
would be maximum flexibility for each
individual 10 decide the schedule and
types of their work in the heteronomous
sphere, This type of production could pro-
vide the machine tools, mass wansit, soft
enerpy systems and other amenities [not
produced  through  local o individeal
effort) which would sustain and enrich the
autonomous sphere of free activity. Life
would no longer center around a “job”
Income would be separated from work
and every individual would be alloted a
life-long  social wage = enough 1o
comfortably provide for the necessities.
The reduced amount of laboar we would
each be obliged to perform would likely
make us more efficient, innovative and
alert in doing what remained of our jubs,

Beyond that, 1ife would be what you
could make of it The sphere of
Autonpmous activity would be open 1o all
kinds of individual and collective projects.
Socidl arrangements would be such as w
allow a flexible freedom for autonomons
Initiatives. In this way individual choice
would be maximized and the dictates of
the staie and the social claustrophobia of
small ities would be minimized
Giorz gees this as a way i which civil
society, smothered by the stae in bath
capitadist and stme socialist countries,
could re-assert iself. The aulonomous
sphere will be a sphere of self-production
— be @ a small poetry magarine, an
independent film, hand made clocks, or
home and community renovation.
According 1o Gorz:

What needs to be done, or what the
community or ity jndividual members
deem desirable, thus no longer relies on
uncertain public or private financing, And
moxt things which could not be done be-
fore, because of the high hourly labows
costs  involved, became possible oace
apain; the provision, maintenance, embel-
lizhiment and improvement of public facil-
ities, neighborhoods and buildings: foresn
chearance; neiphborkood services; run-
ming repairy {0 items In daily use; local
science vhops and medical centery (o in-
vestigate particular health ond seientiffe
problems brought up by neighborhoods or
communities; assistance for the sick or
handicapped, etc.

But Gorz is not naive enough to think
that society will naturally evolve into
something  like this  human-centered
alernative,  Without some  collective.
decision w0 move in something like this
direction, Gorz delineates 2t least 1wo
other potential social opuicomes given
capital’s lessening need for wage labour,
One outcome (portended by Reagancmics
and the “supply side™ 1 offensive) is based
on the strategy of cutting social cost. The
eventual results of such an aftack on
popular  entitlements  (Le. old  age
pensions, family allowances,

With the elimination of wasteful
prodection  (wrmaments  and  twelve
different kinds of deodorant), and the use
of labour saving technologies, the amount

[ s the impo-
sition of a new form of inequality on the
already existing class structore, There
would be 3 minority of full time wage
workers and 8 majority of marginalized
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FROM WORK

wmnemploved or under-cmployed in an
ever-expanding service sector. The full
time workers would be a shrinking blue
collar  work  force  protecied by
comservative unjons, and professionals
and povernment employees. The lamer
would be subjecied to the constant threat
of public spending cuts — attacks on their
pensions and carcers. The majority service
seCior would  provide  everything:
household, childcare, health and sexual
services (o the waged minority

v the of
minant in parts of
th America (New York,
erism and
poods and
nd  in hand,  whére

| where

it commo
services  go

organized 50
répresses o dispossessed soclal majority
slum-dwellers  in the shadow  of
skyscrapers  precariously swrviving on
crime and the underpround economy,

The other social outcome (which
Gorz considers more likely because of the
political instability that would result from
cuiting soctal costs) is a form of consumer
society based on  programmed  self-
explotation. In this model, a society of
esentially passive consumers would use

[ 0

pre- progr
engage in isolated  comsumption of

enteriainment and gadgets.

ety marginalizes  and !

Rather  than being  autoromous Bo 8

activitiey which extend individuals' and
communines’ spheres of comtrol, au-
loproduciion and auioservices can be cen-
trafly programmed  through  the

information technology they use. Central |

programming of aitoswrveillanee will ue
radial communications networks giving
everyone individual access to @ central
memory, and will rule out  botk
transversal communication - s
free, individusl exchange ¢
and information — and collective accers
to memory stores and collectively run

deciyion making processés. The power of
sysiems (state, technical and commercial)
over Imlividucds s therefore reinforced,
while the capacity of the periphery 1o act
an the center is eliminared.

In thiz way, individuals can be made
o wrain themmelves, malntain themselves
and “produce” themselves to fit a social
norm which is pre-programmed by the
autoproduction tecknology that they use

But these solutions and the Leftist
variant of state-enforced “full
employment” are not for Gorz. He sees
them all as strawcgies for maintaining
perpetual growih (beyond reason  and
purpose) and control from above. One of
Gorz's main goals is to retum democracy
o the centerplece of the sociulist project -
= o maximize individual and
communitarian freedom. To do this he
believes it s essentiol 10 destroy the

other social forms. The modem con-
sequences ane an elite of rechnocratic (and
sometimes repressive) experts who set the
hmis of our freedom.  Alienation
associated with wage labour and white
collar “careers” (workaholism, job in
cunty, destructive competition, anxiety,
boredom and loss of self-esicem by the
Jobless) are a mujor couse of unhappiness
and mental disorders. Gorz feels that a
meaningful liberation can  only be
achieved il wage labour ceases 1o be the
major focus of our lives, If our livelihood
{in the form of a oniversal social wage) is
eparated from the reduced amount of
wage labour we must each perform to
meet society’s basic needs, our time (and
our lives) would mostly be our own to
define our own projects and use of free
time a5 we saw fit.

In his assault on wage labour Gorz is
swimnming against the mainstream of
socialist thinking. A major socialist
demand under capitalism has been for full
employment — a full time job for ev-
eryone, Trade unions are suspicious of
part-time workers who do not pay as
much in dues and may be undermining the
bargai power of full-time members,

wage i p that has
become the focus of most of oar lives.
The subordination buill  into  the
management-labour relationship (be it
capital or the state) infuses all of society.
It is reproduced by the educational
system, the media, the family and many

The Left, in defending working people,
has come o romanticize the “dignity of
labour”. In state socialism, this has been
elevated 1o a virmal secular religion -
worship of hard work and the stite-em-
ployer. Those who do not wish to tem

their lives over 1o the industrial machine
(the vast majority if the truth be wld) ane
regarded as slackers or, worse, — social
parasites,

The recert literaure on the de-
skiling of workers by management
(Harry Braverman et al) has been a
wseful contribution to understanding the
politics of production. But Gorz feels that
it has led o a certain nostalgia for the
conirol over production exercised by the
al crafts. Any strategy for
ng" he feels is naive and (in the
face of new technologies) fortifies the
conservative reverence for wage Inbeowr.
We must never forget the Auchwitz death
camp emblem emblazoned over the main

ate: Werke nacht Frie - Work Will Make
You Free.

There is however a socialist tradition
that is critical of wage labour, A classical
goal of the labour movement, until its in
tegration into the collective bargaining
process, was an end (o the wage system.
In the late ningteenth century socialist
propagandists fike Paul Lafargue (The
Right to be Laxy) and William Morris
(Useful Work - Useless Toilj wied 1o
combat the religion of work. The
Surrealists and the Simationists infused
their cultural radicalism with a disdain for
wage labour. It is o this wadition tha
Gorz is connected. But he moves beyond
a simple anti-work ethic w0 practical
proposils for removing wage labour from

the center of our lives.
Gorz i more than just a dreamer. He

convincingly marshals evidence of a

general trend away from the wage system
-in terms of the economy’s need for

B tabour and the increasing unwillingness of

people w0 let a job define their lives. A
thousand million DM investment in the
German economy from 1970-75 actually
destroyed 500,000 jobs. Eighty percent of
the manual and office jobs in the United
States will be automated before the end of
the century. Opinion polls show  that
increasing numbers of workers in all
industrial societies no loager see their jobs
as their own seif-defined activity and
many, particularly women workers, would
rather work part time. Gorz alsp sees
hopeful signs in the proliferation of the
means of communication- small presses,
photocopiers, radio  stations, magazines
and newspapers. He Is encouraged by the
self-help revolution— people making and
fixing things themselves rather than
relying on experts, Today eighty percent
of power tools are purchased by indi-
viduals. He sees other positive signs: the
growth of co-ops, union agreements that
reduce the work week but keep the same
pay, individuals and communities who
rely on baner or labour exchange rels-
tionships for part of their livelihood. Gorz
sees the seeds for o virual explosion of
productive self-activity.

There are of course many doubts that
could be mised. As Alexander Nove
points out in his excellent book, The Eco-
nomics of Feasible Socialism, it is quite
questionable 10 ik shout "an end w
scarcity”. Nove believes that there will
always be a struggle over scarce resources
and to what use they should be put Even
if our wasteful abondance is reduced to a
more human-scale lifestyle there will still
have to be a creative means 10 resolve
tensions over the use of economic
resources, including labour. Even if the
overall goal of economic organization is
the reduction of wage labour to the min-
imum, there will likely continue 10 be
ferocious disagreements over what that
minimem is. It will alko ke a
fundamental re-orientation of politics
toward grassroots control in order o
insure that Gorz's heteronomous sphere
doesn't become a new center for the cen-
malization of power. The ols for
political abuse remain here.

But when all is said and done Andre
Gorz has provided us with a valuable
vision of a potential future. And is
visions that the Left needs. The tried (and
not o true) formulas are increasingly
difficult to peddle to a skeptical public.
We need specific ideas 1o show people
ow their lives might be richer and maore
cheerful. Gorz provides such food for
thought. After reading Paths to Paradise
it occurred to me that it would be a good
idea to set up a union of part time
workers. Anybody interested?

Press, London and Sydney, 1985. O

Footnotes

1[Supply side is a particular "school” of
economics which suates that producers
need incentives more than consumers do. |
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Early in the Vietnam war, a small
group of determined people set out D
deliver medical supplies 10 both sides in
that cruel war, The sailboat was called the
Phoenix, and the CBC made a widely
viewed film of the journey.

Retuming home, the group was
conscious of several things. First, the
pictures  which the news medin had
flashed around the world showed the
American warships blocking the sailboat

call 3 Macroanalysis Course — a look at
the big picture inside of which our
individual actions are taking place. Es-
caping or hoping the government will
solve our problems does not change
things. Lashing out in anger rarely brings
effective results. To solve our problems
successfully, there needs 10 be an
understinding of what causes them and
how they interrelae, so that developing
analysis is a continuous process. In

MOVEMENT FOR A
NEW SOCIETY

by N.T.

from eniering South Viemam. Public con-
sciousness had been raised by that David
and Goliath image, Second, the warships
prevented the medical supplies from being
landed -~ an insane decision by the U.S.
government which began bringing home
o North Americans the nightmare they
were involved in.

But the final, and perhaps most
important realization was for the crew -
that o5 prood as they could be of their
intentions, it had all been like a band-aid
on the problem, a problem where what
was really needed was surgery. The
surgery was clearly “operating® on the
roots of war itselfl

So when they returned, they decided
o focus on the causes of war and the ways
in which their own lives were intertwined
with those causes. They cut their living
expenses by shanng house space, and
bought food together to wim food budgets
= both of which meant they could now
take part-time jobs in order to free up tme
and energy for study together, And so was
born the group now called Movement for a
New Sociery, a small group of activists de-
termined not o duplicate their initial mis-
take. They were a handful of eight people
originally, and, fifteen years Later, they are
a cluster of twelve houses in Philadelphia,
similar clusters in Boston and Tucson, in-
dividuals in Toronto, Charlotietown,
Oregon, India, Sri Lanka and England,
and a thriving publishing house known as
New Society Publishers. In shon, they are
a network of individuals and collectives
with & common focus, a decentralized,
non-hierarchical  structure, intent  on
bringing about fundamental social change.

The year long study period resulted in
the formation of what many people now

“mocro- analysis seminars”, people in
self-run groups swdy how the world's
problems  relate 1o their own  lives.
Analysis and action must go wogether, for
il we insist on having 8 near perfect
analysis before we act we are not likely
W act at all ("paralysis of analysis®). But
it’s equally important (0 temember that
however large our problems appear, they
are human problems and can be solved by
concented people’s effons. The whole
process is a self-directed and self-updated
study process, and the method was so
successful that they were asked 1o prnt up
manuals on bow they had done it. manuals
which now include not only global
perspectives, but also separate manuals
focusing on particular problems. (such as
Central America),

Many social change actions have
come obout using this process, an
outstanding example of which has been
published in the book Blockade by
Richard Taylor, detailing the successful
reversal of American foreign policy in the
Bangladesh/Pakistan war by eight people
blockading ammunition ships  with
canoes!

The study kit was the first wol they
put together, and with it was launched a
whale range of items which played a key
role in their own development, many of
which have slowly spread into other arga-
mizations and growps. A look ot four of
these items will give a “fecd™ for the
whale picture,

First, the study kit approaches the
task of bringing about change by looking
at the issues in a very specific way. In
order of importance, they are ajan
analysis of where we are now, and, bla

of where we would like 10 be in the future,
the kind of world each of us wants to live
in. We know from our own experience
that building 3 new society is hard work.
From analysis, we've leamed that social
goals are connected to each other. Ideas
for changing particular institutions need 1o
be brought together. We need a positive
and inspiring sense of who we can be, a
sense of the whole which is life-affi
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Whether those suggestions succeed in
solving the problem(s) will be found in
the evaluation of the next mecting, and
thus, slowly, the group tkes charge of its
meeting, rather than it being in the hands
of one person, and continues 1o work on
improving how we do things. For one of
the things we've learnid by now is that it
is not anly what we do but how we do it
that is i The "what® i in-

hopeful and good. We need 4 “vision”

which can sustain us and keep us wgether
in the hard times of strupgle, so Movement
for a New Soclery panticipants give time
and ‘energy 1o Inoking at not only what's
wrong  with our society, but also
imagining and swdying ul which
might make life betier for all people. They
build visions together, and in so doing, are
inspired o work toward everyone's
liberation. Part c) is building a strategy for
bringing a) and b) im0 line with each
other, and the final pant d) focuses on
immediate tactics. In shor, the political
has become the personal, and personal hus
become the political,

Second, the process whereby we
organize ourselves comently (Roberts
Rules of Order, hierarchies, etc.) needs
radical change, for 10 often the power
that resides in the Chair's hands results in
pawer plays, hidden agendas,
competition, factionalism and disin-
tegration. So the processes we use came
under the group’s scrutiny and in time
they found (from the ion they do at

extricably bound up with the "how™

A third area looks at, and works
against, the various oppressions that
weigh so heavily on many of us, the kinds
of oppressions which we are working on
when we examine the discrimination
differently-abled people suffer, and the
extent 1 which racism is part and parcel
of our organizational structires. Under
this heading comes anti-semitism, sexism,

leshionigay  oppression,  working  class
oppression, and so on. Nope of these
issues are emsy to deal with, and, when
lumped together, scem almost lke an
unticable koot But with the help of
VENOUS new processes tned oul, evaluated
and reshaped until results start coming,
Maovement for a New icty and other
groups who have o high commitment o
working on these interrelated issues are
finding new ways 10 handle explosive and
divisive issues in constructive and chamge
oriented ways. Not without struggle, but
not with the old accusatory, guilt-dumping
processes which didn't move us forward
on the issues themselves.

One example illustrates this idea. One
group holding week long meetings on key
isspes found it was running into what
might be figuratively called “meeting
constipation®; nothing was moving but
there was lots of hot air. It wmed out that
there were individuals in the meeting
feeling that they weren't being taken

the end of every meeting) that they were
gewing on wp of the problems, and
eventually published a short manual 1o
help others - a manwal which is now
widely used, Meeting Fucilitation by
Berit Lakey,

One of several key suggestions is
insisting on making time for an evaluation
at the end of every meeting - an
evalvation which first looks ar the things
that went well that night, then the things
that didn't go so well. and finally, random
suggestions of how 1o improve the paints
made under the "minus” column. The
people building the agenda for the next
meeting then try 10 incorporate  those

sharing together of our indi visions

ggesti which seem approprinte,

Iy, weren't being heard. It might
have been the single mothers, or the
disabled or another group, but in this case
it was the lesbians and gays. Instead of a
confrontation and blow-up, space was
made in the agends for the lesbians and
gays 1o have a half hour “speskout™ — a
period during which they presented o the
larger group what it was feeling like as a
leshian or gay to be pant of this group. In
short,  “consciousness-ruising”,  The
presentation itsell was twenty minutes
long, with four people speaking, two
women and two men, but with all of their
group beside them at the front for support.
They had already met to decide on items
10 be brought up. The larger group, for its
part, listened openly and accepted; they
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did not dispute, challenge or confront.
They Tlistened m:fullymdwﬁq‘lym
order that the “speskout™ time be a
mmlnummmmm

questions that weren't being asked, and
needed 10 be.

Fourth, and woven through all of
these  processes/methods, was  the

for an evaluation @ the end of each
meeting, and evaluation done by someone
other than the Chairperson and carried out
as described earlier in this article: No

facilimtors were p
questions o0 make sure the [isteners
undersiood clearly what the speakers were
saying. In no way was the time allowed 10
wander or deteriorate into dispute, direct

P or diff of ption. The
large group was there to listen and leam;
the “speakout” participants were there o
help people become aware of what it was
ke for them w be part of the larger
group. They also came out knowing that
they had been heard.

The results were clear and immediate.
‘The large group leamed where it was
being insensitive and needed w0 make
changes, and the oppressed group learned
it didn’t have 10 continue putting up with
its sense of oppression, which weighed
them down like invisible baggage. Once
the issue had been raised and dealt with in
this non-confrontational way, the meet-
ings could move on with a new sense of
directness, lightness, and dispatch. It was
us if, beforehand, everyone had felt they
knew all the answers. Now the group
realized that there were some important

 wre  being passed. no

being handed oul. An

jonal building of iolent com-
it living where
working i where

possible. And, where neither were
possible because of living in isolated ar-
exs, staying in touch with each other
through an intemnal newsletter, phone
calls, intervisition and  regular
gatherings of everyone (called a Nerwork
Gathering and usually held once a year in
different parts of North America),

It is with regards to this latier point
that the major resisance comés o
examining group process — Le., from the
old political processes which seem to
ottract authoritarian types as  leaders.
Those types resist this new look at the
‘way we're doing things, larpely | suspect,
because the shift moves us in the direction
of equal access 1o ptnm shared

ion means getting a handle on
some things thut are properly ours: the
shape, direction and effect of the mesting
we are 3 part of. The leadership will begin
to hear concrete and non-judgmental

k, a pr dition for changing
things. (Note; it's imporant not 10 let
these ten minute evaluations twm into
dumping sessions. Always remember,
we're after improving how to do things,
oot handing out garlands or shooting
arrows. Finally, remember 1o end the
meeting  ten  minutes early so the
evalustion can happen before people have
10 leave.}

With these four building blocks in
place, plus others, Movemant for a New
Sociery continees 10 inch forward - trying
out new solving old p

u:l'nm:ldy. and n collective mnde: fm' our
structure, rather than the triangular model
with a few people at the top. A major push
however can be made against resistance o
new process by insisting on making time

in new ways, keeping the personal bonds
between each other as strong as possible,
evaluating everything they do and
publishing their results, and the results of
others, through an impressive list of pam-

phlets and books,
For more information contact:

KAl Visionworks, Box 5490, Station A,
Toronto, Ont. Canada MSW INT (416)
964-1278.

Transnationa] Collective, 4722 Baltimore
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA.

Boston MNS, Box 1922, Cambridge, MA
02138, USA.

Tucson MNS. Box 40183, Tucson, AZ
851717, USA,

New Society Publishers, 4722 Baltimore
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143 USA.

Books mentioned in this article may be
purchased from:

BOOKS, EHT, Box 6248, Swmton A,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5W 1P,
(416) 964-1278.

Mew Society Publishers (as of January
1987, books will be available in Canada
through DEC Book Distribution, 229
College St, Toromo, ON MST IR4
phone 416-597-0328)0

NEWS FROM MOSCOW
appeal from the Group to Establish Trust

’ mmulpﬁenlnmd
couriers 1o the USSR o hn@, much

precautions (that was
facking in the Sovier press) in the wake of
Chemobyl. This wix life and death
information — not merely an intellectual
exercise. To that end a team of Westemn
Trust Group members was sent, and they
sucoessfully completed the action.

On August Jrd, two Americans, Bob
McGlynn and Anne-Marie Hendrickson
of New York City, two Britons. David
Barnsdale and Peggy Walfoed, sloag with
3 member of the Maoscow Trust Group,
Nona Kovalenko, were detuined in
Moscow by the KGB for honding out
smuggled leaflets that gave details on how

ance can protect onesell from mdioactive
mlmt. Our motivation was Chermobyl,

o : ""mﬁ:
IwOnrpltmkmd in Russi 4

can be pulled off with careful planning.
‘6, This was the first time American
wmmwhm.m

in English -~ “Peace and environmental
safety for all. No more Hiroshimas, No
‘more Chermnobyls.™

The action was an ungulified suc-
ces3 in that

T Wemzableauhmdmulml
leaflets,

The action showed the conservative
Westem public that there is something
positive in the Soviet Bloc (the Trux
Group) that rejects Cold War militarism
and embraces grassroots contacts; mili-

travel ond phone. All involved in the
formation of this project are either poor or
out of work. Maney was borrowed jnd is
owed. We do not hive the resources that
other peace groups have. This is to be an
ongoing project, and couriers must be sent
ot regular intervals.

PLEASE HELP US! ADDI-
TIONAL MONIES CAN HELP SEND

(for the Trusr Group Center Abroid)

Please make cheques payable 1o “Bob
McGlynn". (Sorry, the Trust Group Cen-
ter Abroad is still in the midst of gewing a
bank account.)

Please send 1o: Bob McGlynn, 528

all the tarism becomes: imelevant s people from
2. There was an insignificant amount  both sides join in lly supp

of repeessian. relations.
3. There was world press The ™ iia of " Western

and the anention (as far as we've seen)
has been objective, not Cobd War.

4. A message got across that there is a
unity of like-minded peace  and
environmental activisis from both East
and West and that “detente from below” is
an objective, positive aption.

3. We demonstruted that such actions

activists have provided groups like the
Trust Group works. Our many contacts
with the Trust Group have prevenied the
KGB from completely suppressing the
Group.

All of the above costs, though! Our
"Mission 10 Moscow™ has put us thou-
sands in debr, the main expenses being

Sth St, B NY 11215 (718-499-
7720). ps. If anyone has press clippings
on our action, please send them! [

Editor's Note: A more detailed de-
scription of the sction appears in an article
writien by Bob McGlynn in the October
14, 1986 edition of The Torch. Their
address is: Torch, c/o RSL, PO Box 1288,
New York, NY 10116

.
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We received far more letiers than we
were able to print in this issue for reasons
of space. We hope to print several of these
in our next issue,

One Vote for Democracy

There was much that 1 found wise
and helpful in Alexandra Devon's article
on meeting process (It ain't the meeting
it's the motion!, KIO #16), but | find
myself in fundamental disagreement with
her when she muintains that consensus is
preferable to democracy.

To begin with, I think she confuses
the essential defining characteristics of the
consensus model and of the democratic
model with things that have to do with the
meeting process in general. For example,
she rightly stresses the importince and
value of things such as having a "social
time before the meeting”, making "a
special effort 1o connect” with new people
at meetings, having “trust between group
members”, having “shared values™ in the
group, and making the effort 1o "express
our views, explain them, listen 1o the
views of others and modify our views

when others make points we might not
have thought about.” On the other side,
she points 0 the destructiveness of
meetings in which “people constantly
interrupt each other™, in which "a few
people dominate®, or in which "the quicter
people are ignored”. However, there is
nothing inherent in the virtues she lists
which make them unique to consensus
model meetings, and nothing inberent in
the faults she names which limit them 1o
democracy-model meetings,

1 can guarantee her that if she asks
around she will find plenty of people who
can wll her about democratically run
groups based on shared values and trust in
which special efforts are made 0 make
new people feel comfortable, in which
people listen 1w each other, are open, and
change their minds when others bring up
points they haven't thought of, and in
which decisions are wsually negotisted
compromises rather than rammed through.
1 can also assure Alexandra with absolute
certainty that that there are lots of people
that could tell her about their experiences
in consensus-model groups in which a few
people dominated, people constntly in-
terrupted each other, and the quieter
people were ignored. 1 suppose one can
argue that such groups were not practicing
"true” consensus, but then one can say
with equal validity that democratic groups

and opinions. (One might add challenging
people  whose meeting  hobits  are
unpleasant.) There is no reason why this
can't be done equally well in & democratic
LIOUP 5 iN A CONSERSUS SrOUP.

In fact, 1 would argue that democratic
groups are better equipped to deal with
process problems when they exist This is
because democracy allows a group 1o
proceed with what it wants 10 do in the
face of people who are obstructive,
obnoxious o insensitive. Democracy
makes it possible for a group 0 say 0
such people, in essence, that we don't
think this particular discussion'behavior
is constructive anymore, and we want 1o
move on, whether you agree or not. It
enables the group to proceed in the way
the majority of people in it wan it 1o,

Consensus, on the other hand, allows
people who are insensitive or stubborn to
bring the whaole group grinding to a halt
Ideally, of course, they “stand aside” or
leam to pamicipale more constructively,
but what has actually happened in more
consensus groups s that the group has
been prevented from doing what most
people in it wanied to do — in other
words, prevented from functioning - be-
cause ong or a few people have blocked
consensus or dragged discussions on past
the u.lll:ngn:.u of most members o

characterized by these | are not
truly democratic either.
1 also think that advocates of

pating in the group. The
social rhange mmremenl is limered with
the corpses of groups which fell apirt for

fuil 1o distinguish
between between cmstnsus EL] spmﬁ
model  for  holding  meetings  and
consensus a5 4 ferm generally used to
mean “agreement’. In the sense of
“agrecment”, cansenaus can happen in any

precisely such reasons.

At the same time, consensus often
serves to make the quicter people in a
group quicter and more intimidated yet,
because the onus on someone expresting
an upumun iz often much greater thin in

group, In a grouf,

making model. | have certainly belonged ymkmthummrbcmnnmupm
m bymmmﬂnnym

wore mude  QNAERE WHh YOI Ind Who preciine you

by consensus in this lposer sense, Since
we tended 10 agree about most things,
issues rarely came o a vote, | suspect that
any group having the ideal characteristics
Alexandra lists as desirable (small size,
clarity about goals, mutual respect, mutual
trust, openness 10 each other's views, e}
would fend 10 arrive at “consensus” a lot
of the time, no matter whether they. were
officially making decisions by the
democratic model, or by consulting the |
Ching.

But the real issue, T think, is what
kind of process is spprojriale (o groups
which are not so perfect. Groups which
are bigger than can fit into someons's
living room, groups in which there is
confusion or disagreement about goals,
groups in which some people may not like
each other a8 much as one might wish,
groups in which some people are a linle
bit to full of their own opinions (o be as
open as they ought 10 be 1o others . In
other words, most groups. What happens
when some people tend 1o dominate and
interrupt, while quister people get ignored
or are afraid o speak up?

1 can tell you what happens in maost
groups, consensus-model groups as well
a5 the demogratic  groups  which
Alexandra i3 o0 down on: the problem
doesn't get dealt with adequiely, so some
people "go home depressed”, others “go
home and don’t come back”, and the ones
best equipped to stomach lousy meetings
remain. If you don't know of consensus
groups where this is precisely the pattern,
you haven't looked very far,

The remedics Alexandra suggests are
excellent ones: good meeting facilitation,
establishing a time frame, making sure
people who haven't spoken get a chance
before others get 1o speak again, paying
aftention 1o the social aspects of why we
come together in groups, and being aware
of and considerate of each other’s fezlings

10 defend your point of view. This can be
afrightening prospect for someone who s
just developing the courage 10 speak up a
a meeting. Typically a more timid person
will quickly “stand aside™ or say they've
changed their mind, just w0 get off the hot
seat. And they'll be ail the more unlikely
1o speak up again, In addition 10 the per-
sonal unpleasantness of such a situation,
this kind of dynamic can easily mean that
a vocal few can push the group in a
direction many  members are unhappy
with, but are afraid to speak up abour, It is
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xccording o criteria of substance and
process which apply equally well 10 mees-
ings held under either model.

What is really destructive of the in-
tegrity of a group is a situation where one
person of a handful of people are able 0
block the desires of the overwhelming
majority, When such a situation arises -
and it does frequently in consensus-model
groups -- it mokes a mockery of
Alexandra’s assertion that
“consensus...allows each person equal and
compiete power in the group”. On the
contrary, in a situation where 100 people
want o do something, and one person
doesn’t and refuses consensus, consensus
ultimately hands all the power io one
person, and totally dissmpowers everyone
ekse.

Even short of this extreme, but by no
means unusual, circumstance, | think that
if you Yook more thoroughly at the track
record of consensus-model groups, and
not just at the few successful ones, you
will find a recurring pattern: domination
by a vocal few, silencing andor depanure
of the majority who have jobs, children,
or are not meeting junkics, collapse of the
group, and then the dominators move on
o foist their wonderful miodel  onto
another group. Don't misunderstand me:
some of the people who | respect mosi
and who have the best meeting skills
favour the consensus model and do well
with iL If groups were composed of peo-
ple like them, consensus would work, But
most groups aren’t composed of people
like them, and in my experience, while
either kind of group can function well or
badly, democratic groups are more likely
to function well and are better able w0
solve process problems that do arise.

Il consensus works in your group,
tha's fine. But | think advocaies al‘

CONSEnsus  are | a_disservice
e T N
works only in unusual circumstances and
which has been réspuasible for driving so
many people out of social activism.

Ul Diemer
Toronto, ONT.

Alexandra Devon responds:

1 really appreciate receiving a well-
reasoned and respectful critique of my
article. Some of the points you make
regarding the possibility of obuse of
power in the consensus model cre well-
mhn .i'm J'llmkmmm

precisely in these kinds of situations that
democracy and voting can empower the
less aggressive members of a group, while
consensus disempowers them.

It can be true, as Alexandra says, that
in a democratic group “unless you have
unanimity (which is rare) some people ane
placed in the uncomfortable position of
carrying out of living with decisions they
are pot  comfortable Whether
people really feel uncomfortible with 2
given decision, of course, depends on how
strongly they disagree, how fundamental
the issue seems, and perhaps  miost
importantly whether the discussion and
process leading up 1o the decision left
people feeling good, or with o bad taste in
their mouths. But by her own description,
exacily the same thing can happen in a
consensus group in which some people
“stand aside™ to allow a decision which "is
not what you hoped but you have to live
with”™.

Whether “the integrity of the group in
the face of a divisive issue” is maintained
and whether "after the meeting (in spite of
all the high emotion)” people are “able o
join hands and sincerely say we respecied
each other’s concerns™ doesn’t depend on
whether the decision was arrived at by 2
vote, or by consensus with some people
“stnding aside”, but on whether the
meeting and decision were good or bad

d my in writing
:Mm:te lmmwbmm
in
styles a_(waﬂ'ng. but mmr in com-
paring good and bad process. 1 war also
not trying to put forward the view that
consensus works in (or is appropriate for)
all situstions (some people might, bus I'm
not one af them). The type of group | was
directing my commenis at primarily was
the small group, the type which can fit

intey a living room.

My ‘main concern in writing the
ariicle way to discuss how soctsl change
collectives could be places where people
are nurtured and empowered to do the
work they came together to do. If people
are able to do this through means otfer
than conseraus then I'm happy to hear it
Obwiously, people need 1o develop weys of
working with each whick suit their necds,
but, far from driving peaple owt of
political ection, convensus has for many
people — women, Juicler people, ete—
been an extremely validating experience,
one which made them feel that their voice
mattered. The over-all goal, whether
pursued through consensis or democratic
methods of operating, i to equalize
power, or at least 1o put the less vocal and
experienced individuals at a better -
vansage.
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QUESTIONS  AND
ABOUT ANARCHY

ANSWERS

The following questions about anarchizm
appeared in issues #14 and 15, We are
printing brief responses from Ron Hayley
(ko the guestions in KIO 814} along with
letiers of response from our readers,

1 iDefine anarckism (ie. movemen, ideol-
oy, way of life, ele...)
2)Give a skewh of an anarchist sociery

(utopia) in your view:

-sgructures - and what would peaple
arganize and do?

—mundern technology would it be

imvolved? ta what degree?

--erime - would there be any? how would
in be dealt with if so?

—would there be money, bartering, or
ather? wiy or wihy not?

=what sort of diel would be eamen? how
wonld food be wequirediproduced”

swhat  would  motvate  people 1o
participale?

3 IWould an anarchist soclery as dexcribod
in #2 aver be passible? why or why not?
APractical personal anarchism:

~ag an anarchix, what do you do differ-
ently from Joe or Jane Smith?

~-what things can we do in our everyday
fives to move ws closer to an anarchist
sociery?

SMtow did you find ous about anarchism?
tiow and why did you become an

anarchis! .
Sldmy axtcicinel cominanes?®

~the Peacelul C Collecti

since i implies a self-validating body of
ideas which counterposes itself 1o lived
experience). However, anurchism is not
"seamless”. There is "old-style™ anarchism
and "npew-style” anarchism. Obd-siyle
anarchism is the doctrine which said that
the state was the root of all evil, Some
marchiss —~ for fnstance,  anarcho-
communists like Kropokin and anarcho-
collectivists like Bakunin — also saw
private propefty a8 an important evil, and
were like the Marxists in that respect
Oid-style anarchism, like Marxism, can be
“reductionisi” in that it treats only onc
form of oppression — paolitical in the case
of snarchism, economic in the case of
Marxism - as worthy of anention,

New style anarchism tends 1o look at
the interrclutedness of all forms of
oppression — sexism, racism, classism,
and authoritarianism, amongst others,
Since it tends to weat power, in all i
manifestations, as. the original "sin®, it
will often look at the interdependence of
“man's” power over narure and “man's”
power over "man” as suggesting the need
for a new “socially ecological™ society,
one which harmanizes its relations with
nature while creating diverse and s~
isfying social relations.

The essential thread, 1 think, which
conpects old-style anarchism and new-
style anarchism is the recognition that
change cannot be forced; that the kind of
mutual aid interactions which will make
the state redundant cannot be the product
of an edict from on high, but must be en-
tered into voluntarily, [ find that
anarchism works best when infused as a
sensibility, as a body of thought, into
other movements be they femimnist,

Ottawa (K10 £14)

1iWhat should we do about people taking

) low coulid we prevens unions, or gangs
from forming and controlling  people
through threar?

3jWonld there be & massive increase in
erime and Jor crime. inclid

'y Anarchist Federution
(SRAF) Bulletin in the United States, or
some of the British publications,
2)Because of the things | have
already cited, my vision of an “anarchist™
society would be one of decemtralized
units — eco-communities, =  Mormay
Bookchin calls them — where industry
based on approprime rechnology  could
thrive side-by-side with organic agn-
culture, and where the units of production
wmldbemll:mughllm:ﬂl:w!d

murder  and  destruction  in the
environment”

4lHaw would corporate munipalations of
peaple, the envii and the

and become “expers” W A
limited dcgme. Communities would be
b" bl where dect

in-fighting
Social

quired so that dxlyph w:equmly
distributed.

popular, but society might choose o
wlerate and support them -~ especially
harmless  hermits  and ics. The

talents of “differently abled” people would
e utilized 1o the full, and barricrs o their
m:ipummnmed.

Dear KIO,

Thanks for the copy of KIO; it's a
wonderful journal, Enclosed is $7.50 for
Six issues.

Here are some answers o Glen R.
Haint's questions (issue 15),

13,2), &3) Anarchism is not going 10
nmive overnight. It's 4 long process which
will take ume. When the time comes
people will not want to control others, The
only reason people want to control others
is because we all (excluding civilized
tribes, i.e, Bushmen) live in an authoritar-
ian society and the only way to gain free-
dom (anarchy) is by being on top. "We're
all anarchists at heart” is something |
believe i trie, Once we all have

;

wouklhenud:anmhuposslbk.h!

be affected?
S)ttow much prediciing can you do before
the relevance of auch predictions gives
way do speculiation andlor yuessing?
GjDa wou believe that Inwit of decades age
lived in-an anarchist community, the state
of which can be revived in Canada fram
coast o coan?

TIWhar do you think of these questions?
S)s soctalism more Wdealistic than anar-
chism?

S)Whar muse be done 1o promote an
Increase in the number of anarchisis?
10)Are there any xurveys of hil

and then executed by rotating
administrators, Some modern technology
(such as computers) might be employed.
The imporint thing would be for people
to develop an ethical orientation a8 1o
what would be socially and ecologically
healthy, and w adopt technologies selec-
tively on that basis. | don't think crime
would astomatically disappear, but its
twin roots -- poverty and boredom --
would; the rest could be dealt with by
confronting the perpetrators and teaching
them o empathize with their victims.

1 dnn (! Imuw that money would

which reveal & common bond (like are a
ot of anarchisis in any particuler age
group)?

TIjs there wuch dissgreement beiween
anarchisis on how to "get’ anarchy, or
wiar life wodd b like?

=filenn R. Harrington, London (K10
£15)

 ANSWERS TO THE PEACEFUL
CO-EXISTENCE COLLECTIVE:
NFor me, ism is a philosoph

1 can envision
relatively benign socicties based on a
number of models: municipal ownership,
“market  socialism®, “human scale”
capitafism, baner md 50 on. Becmuse
there wouldn’t be any “authority® dic-
tating how people should live, people
would probably experiment with a vanety
of models. My personal [avourite would
be “from each according o their abilities;
0 each according 1o their needs”, where
people worked ot what proved enjoyable
10 them and could change and combine

ithe word "ideology™ makes me nervous

as often as they liked. Presum-
wbly, some sort of “formula”™ might be re-

hism oo ane will
wisle time or care shout being on fop,
Crime would go away because: |jhere
would be no reason o steal because you
can get all you need (and want eventually)

Wkﬂnﬂnmmm
except for kKleptomania which could be
treated and is done accidentally not cru-
elly. 2Murder would end - withoot ex-
ploiters, wha would want to kill anyone?
Those who are sick could be treated

3)Vandalism wwldwdmlhﬂuﬂplwu
as_well [Spray] painters who put their
name, a brand name, he & she. pang
names (gang in the sense of a group of
friends, not those out 1o kill, etc.) coald be
done and not be offensive but a
beautification of life. When it's done
against someone clse's an -- ruining other
art — in this society it's out of ignorance.
There is always that swiving against
ignorance in anarchy, especially in the

vegans or vegetarians, By itselll it’s not
going w0 chango the world, but it's tking
an imporant concrete step. Native elder,
Art Solomon, argues that if one is going
10 be politically active then some aspects
of one's “politically correct” lifestyle are
going 1o suffer (like owning a car, and
flying to conferences). Likewise, being
overcommitied politically is going 1o
result in not being i on i per-
sonal level. The challenge is 0 strike a
halance between how one lives and the
commitments one undertakes.

My attempts 1o live an anarchist
lifestyle consist of trying 10 find a way 1o
survive without working a full-time job,
“living with Jess" so as to be less
dependent on the system, sharing money
and resources with friends, trying to foster
“community” both in my political actions
and in my relations with friends, fighting
for what 1 believe in  through
organizations like the Free University and
General Male (an anti-sexist men’s action
group), trying lo propagate my ideas
through publications like Kick It Over,

of the individual (not only w0

enhance the mind but o keep it from
doing things that are ignorant. Only in this
society 15 ignorance looked upon fondly!),
4jThere would not be anything
corporate, only cooperative; there woald
be no need for big business, and industries
would wither away as much as possible.
some  mass  production  may

always be in need — hopefully not
Though I'm positive even the mass pro-
duced goods would be much better for
you, beuer quality, ewc. This' is
syndicalism’s role in anarchy -- worker
production, The environment would also
be taken care of without exploiters sround
1w min i, Jooking for their freedom,
Cleaning this world up is a lot of people’s
strongest ambition. 5)You can predict a
lot, bot wen’t all predictions guesses.
Therefoee - you must mean  scientific
predictions based on facts, In this case
you can make very logical predictions that
are very likely 1o be very close to the truth
in_anarchism but it depends on people
caring enough 10 work in those directions.
Making our predictions and not building
up for the end - just hoping that we'll end
[up] the way we hope ~ is just guessing.
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LETTERS

We can all theorize a5 muich as we want
but without practice we've accomplished
shit.

6)1 still think it"s possible. There are
still tribes who live in anarchy as their an-
cestors did, bot westem civilization is
bringing that 1 a quick end. In the be-
ginning we may have started out in
anarchy. Some chose 1o stay that way,
others thought we could do better; we've
found that wrong but stll haven't
cormected ourselves. It's time to stan! No 1
don"t think it’s human nature to revert (0
control of others. We tried it this way and
it didn’t work.

TiThese questions are questions ['ve
been answering all 16 years - actually

means don't depend on an institution’ to
help you, kick that over, (i.e. the state),
Not killing. Kicking things over as well as
revolution can both be passive.

“Thanks,
Bobby Sweet
St Lols, MO

Native Prisoner's Rights

October 6, 1986z We send  this
message with our warmest greetings und 3
strong spirit. We pray that our letter finds
each of you in good health and well-
being.

Eaxch of os i i the

Contributions can be sent to our
attorney: Mary Lee Barksdale, 110 West
Delaware, Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74464
USA

Letters should be sent to: The Hon.
Robert Layden, Pittsburgh County. Court-
house, McAlester, Okluhoma 74501 USA

Anarchy Now and Forever
Dear friends,
Thank you for sending me the [atest

issue of KIO, which I found most
interesting and informative. For your

Okdah State  Penitentiary  in
McAlester, Once again our traditional
religious practices have been forbidden by
prison officials - namely, Warden Gary
Maynard. Following a prison takeover on
December 17, 1985, mm:kn:g-lmmd

only the last few, dly anyway.

were d

They are some of the most imp
questions we must ask each other und our-
selves if we wish to reach our goal.

uring
ugollums for the release nd‘ hcsllsu_
Some members of the state |

infi I am now on the downhill
slide of a ten year 1erm, which, with good
time, should find me released soon afier
February 1987,

1 was particularly intrigued by Ron's
article "(Why) Did the Sixties Fail ™ Also
politicized in that decade, | have spent
successive years wondering where my
gu:monwmlumy I think our almost

8)Yes and No. | think socialism is an
easier stage 0 reach but it doesn’t satisfy
everyone the way anarchism does. To
ch:ﬂge the economy is muoch easier than
the g and

social smme o well, But there is so0-
clalism and there is socialism. We've got
Canada and Nicaragua with both socialist
programs, So it's much harder 10 have a
true socialism. Sure, we have violent anar-
chy/chaos and passive - which some call
anarchism-violent and anarchism-passive,
I don't like this because “ism” sounds not
as free und the words need o be used in
different contexts. Otherwise there's not
much difference except how things get

9)The ‘only way to increase the
number of anarchists is o teach them
what it is and prove w0 them that they are
anarchists inside. Distribute leaflets and
you will find several people in
with those issues which are generally
anarchistic.

10)Well, yes there are age proups,
Many youth, especially punks that are
anarchists as well as hippies from the
"60's and now, older people in their 70's
and B0's who were anarchists in the carly
part of the century. The least amount are
probably those in their 30°s, 50's and
605, except a lot of 1960's hippies who
are mostly in their 40's.

1)0f counse there is  lots of
dissgreement on how 1w get there. It
depends on the circumstances. It would
have w0 come a different way in the
United States than in Hond Some

iticized the physical app ofl.hesc
Iy W At 2

men.

code

pation with ending the
war blinded our eyes 1 a large extent 0
the even greater evil which is the system
that fostered that example of imperialistic

inside the security
fm:llny 10 cut their hair above their eyes,
ears and collar. No exceptions were
allowed.

Prior w0 the announcément of lhu
grooming code, a lawsuit for an inj

For the most part, 1 believe
that we were only 100 aware of what it
was all about, but our goals too quickly
became singularly directed. Then, oo, our
one-mindedness brought together people
of varied political ideology with intensely

was submitted to the District Count of
Pittshurg County. After implementation of
the code, the Count issued a restraining
order prohibiting the Warden from cutting
the hair of Plaintiff Cames in Cames, ef
il._¥. Maynard, C-86.92. Almost six
months passed before the Court granted a
uq-mmwmamm
American pri in staté prisons. The
Court 8lko e Eade 1o be el
at a later date in the Plsborg County
Courthouse.

Our suit bascd upon -r.bgm

and

|air 1o be cut except in Iin:nl

flictang doctrines., g P g
SRt o e

Defining Terms

Dear Friends, '

Thanks for sending n:amphmpy
of your paper. 1 found the articles on
Honduras and on  Sandino especially ©
informative and if you keep up this kind &
of social history writing | want to read
more. | was a little surprised by soma of &
the content in the amicle on meetings by
Alexandra  Devon.  Specifically, the®
discussion of consensus politics was pre-1
sented as if it should be something rather =
new or unusual for anarchists when in fact
it has always been one of the central
features of anarchist theory and practice.
Further, | don't see much need for™
introducing the ferm ~facilitator™ when the 1
term moderator already is & well”
established name for the same thing. Old ©
fashioned New England town meetings "
always had a moderator, Finally, there is ©
no  need o characterize meeting
organization by a simple dichowomy of
dictators or facilitators. There are many
types in between the two,

Harold Barclay
Edmonton, Albera

Alexandra Devon responds:

The article on process was written to '
help people examine the way meetings are
v

any 7
;:uhlrmal’thzmsynun itself.

T have found that, as an snarchist, my
spirit in this oppressive environment the
state calls a prison is largely mainained
by my mmspndeuu with  other

d and to offer suggestions for '
improvements. Not all our readers share
the same experience, jergon or literary '~
level regurdiag anarchist theory and
practice 3o the ariicle might nmmr.m:ir ’
to gowme, but {0 way i would
nuldte thought and debate whick if ob. ||

and by pablicati
such as KIO, which serve w reinforce my
belief in humankind's inhetent right of

wiously has, s we're happy.
. . Vi

iR
result of my léngthy imprisonment, the
requirements of day-jo-day life are satis-
fied without much conscious thought; and
mumfntnymﬂfmnﬁﬂ ko

But as in most cases involving Sute or
Federal infringement on our religious
practices, the government believes it has
the supreme right 1o judge what is reli-
gioes practice and what is not. They deny
us freedom 1o observe and practice our
religion, even when they acknowledge we
do have a religion. In this instance,
Warden Maynard told the news media that
he ordered 2 wniform hair lengih because
long hair caused rebellion,
The prejudicial anitude of the prison
! ion is not all that we contend

ways 1o obtain it are: violent overthrow
(best for dictatarships), passive neglect of
the state and living without it 1w get rid of
it (best for the west). For already left gov-
emments, (except the USSR which is a
dictatorship), to progress into anarchism
from state socialism. These are just a few
very general ways of reaching all of
humanity's desires,

I hope to hear other answers and
more questions from many people on this
subject. To Lymna Landstreet: your
explanation 10 D, Crowbar was good, but
you shouldn't get mad in debates, it loses
its strength. Also | think you should check
Kropotkin oot. Bands are a great influence
but writing has a ot w offer as well. A
quick now w J. Orcutt: Kick [t Over
doesn't viglence. If the name was
taken from *Armageddon Time™ or not, it

The Poets’ Coven
Persons intercsted in receiving a free
of a mew newsleuer called The
Poets' Coven should send a self-ad-
dressed  stamped  envelope 10: Shaun
Woods, Box 15642, Vancouver, B.C.

with. The judge in this case, Roben
Layden, staed 10 our attomey that all the
Indians he knew had short hair. Because
of this kind of thinking. we want to have a
Medicine Man and other wimesses 10
testify for us. But we do not have funds 1o

dent thought, 1 fear that
1 should become the prison number which
the state envisions me 1o be.

Imprisoned  for  something a5
inglorious as theft, 1 have had to equate
my own violative act with the obscenity
which exists as the stame/society today, At
times the remptation has proven stong o
seck to justify and thus excuse my action
as being caused and influenced by a
criminal  state,  Objective  reasoning
dictates, however, thot while T (and bope-
fully others) can come o terms with my
previous failings, the iniquitous state
requires nothing less than abolishment.
Actually, it has proven exceptionally
difficult for me t0 come (o terms with my
own quest for freedom in light of my own
deprival of the freedom of others. The
oaly mpublc solution, | have

1am an inmate of Holman Prison in
Atmore, Abbama My name is Henry
Zimmerman (#106929). On May 25 1986
i was stabbed while § was aslecp by
another inmate with a prison-made knife. § 7
was stabbed once in the neck and once in
mehnup,mmmmmm!
ted with (4) inmate informers 10 concoct &
scheme 5o that | would appear the canse
of this assailant’s anger. | am writing you-
all w publish my story and 1o criticize the
lmiu: System b Alabama  which

lence. My claim is pending in Federal
Court and the Magisraic’s name is
Box 2625, Mobile, Al 36602 The
conditions here arc imminent towand
danger. We need this publication and §
mmol:nmfmmmk

pay for wi " traveling
We are asking for your assistance in
raising money 1o secure the lestimony and
dance of these wil H if
you are unable 1o donute, a letter in our
behalf to Judge Layden will be very much
apprecisted. Our wial date has been
postponed  until the Auomey General
provides us with the information we have
requested. To find out the date of the trial
which we urge you to attend if possible,
please write to one of us, and we will be
glad 1o reply.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,
Ben Cames #97891
Standing Deer #83947
Harry Hall #128403
Post Office Box 97,

McAlester,
Oklahoma 74502 USA

is o ack ledge the past
while also seeking to achieve a future
cleansed of the myriad oppressive systems
which confront us today and the denial of
any person's freedom by another for
whatever  reason.  Utopian  idealism,
perhaps, but having experienced hu-
mankind’s ability, through the stme
system, 10 fesoft (0 its basest point, it
would appear that the opposite extreme
should be equally anainable.

Again, thank you for your letter and |
eagerly look forward o future issues of
Iuo and perhaps a contribution 1o the

of my continually d
idealogy and s reconciliation with the
realities of life.

Anarchy now and forever,

LT
Noro,CA

about  us

{prisoners). The
Warden's name is Willic Johnson (same
address as my own). i pray that you-all
may send letters for my plea of justice to
u:m-mmmmlu.maum

also pray that you-all wmm--
foundation for me because i have been
incarcernted for 14 years for robbery
‘without violence -- because of my poverty
i was given life in prison whereas my
accomplice was given 14 years. Because i
am politically inclined, each time i go up
for parole, i am sent back for obsoleta
TEASONS,

Sincerely i
Henry Zimmerman £106929 Holman Unit
Holman 37

"Atmore, AL 36503-0037
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Dear KIO,

Nou |l|u ynu mu care, but 'm
pp with
your puhlicmm, 1 feel that you're
mmlhem'ymlexmd our”
world in an oversimplified manner; a3
“popular” manner in short.

Tt seems in your anempt to keep K10
in a popular mode, y'all've been sticking
0 some rather safe subjects. | would
categorize it as  alternative but not
revolutionary  reading. For  example,
although problems (their ocigins and
manifestations) in the “third world” (don't
mast of us live in the real third world?)
are its simple p is
mdymﬂem: szbeme Anarchism
in the Third World" part was a "new”™
(previously untold) set of dates and places
for us, but how do the other articles in this
issue differ in content from those in 2

| “left” journal?

I maintain that third world topics are
safe ones, at least with the way you treat
| them. (If they weren't so lame, why
would the Marxist-Leninists talk about
| them all the time? ha ha), When analyzing
. intemnally created problems within “their”
|l§|dwatld)nu:i=ly.mmn]lo¢rmun—
critical reader to deluge her or himself in
| un orgy of look-at-that-ism; that is looking
| at things one dimensionally, as they are
! presented, and feeling no
. about its criticism because it isn't directed
|m=lﬁsmalmmanmmplcwmls
be a televisi

what will this reform give to people; what
will it take sway from us? “Swop
imperialism! Imperialism  is bad. It's
based on greed.” (yikes!) | think that these
simple ideas can be expressed in a mare
interesting, intelligent approach which can
give the reader further insight. I'm jaded
on this, because to me this is political
boredom, 2 constant repetition {not even
an exercise in masturbation, as my friend
said. | think most of yoor readers will

that the word masturbation
shouldn't take on any nasty overones).
And just who are your readers? Do you
know? Do you care? Are you wying 1o
“convert” the lefties? What's happening
here? 1'd suggest genting off the run of the
mill topics. Cartoons of Reagan are only
funny to Reaganites now - who cares?
Make fan of Reagan all you want, but as
for me, 1 can hear the same jokes on the
Tonight Show.

Perhops the letters are the most
interesting part of your rag. Personally
though, | can't believe what you did o a
letter T wrote in. (It was long, purposely,
0 | didn’t expect to see it printed.) People
were calling me all night questioning it

«Laure A.
New York City

Ron Hayley responds:

Dear Laure,

Are you sure you read our last irsue?
#' you can identify where we wrote

‘Smash Apartheid™ or “Stop Imperializm®,
wdmﬁhmm.fqrun:mw
sound like every other leftist rag when
covering the Third World, but that's no
excuse for mot covering it. Thar's
taniamount to handing the issue over 1o
the Marxists,

I also agree that if's easy to present
problems in the Third World in a way that
feeds inta Hberalism: we “cluck cluck” or
feel sorry for their problems, while failing
to make the comnections with our pwn
lives. 1 think one of the greatest
contributions. people in North America
can make is (o present things as they
actually are; most leftist coverage of the
Third World is lnle more than than
propagenda for the public relations
depariments  of various  “liberation”
movements. Too qw- the experience of

content. In your editng of it
were woeked in such an order that it made
it unclear, Words were slightly altered 1o
fit a different part of speech and
punciuation was left out 1 believe this
was an unintentional exercisz in bad
reading and interpretation on your part; it
was armanged o convey what you thought
| meant, not necessarily the essence of
what | wrote.

If that wasn't bad enoogh, my letter
was inated just short of my criticisms

in the Soviet U‘mm. most peoplc would
jmtmnummd:cnmnl’m

ly  crcated

i m«nmwﬂmﬂu’mmlm

us “bad” or exploitative or reducing o
mniuﬂmm

“Smash apartheid.” O.K.— how? And

of Lynna's words from 2 and 3 issues
back. Was this intentional? Do you think
she deserves a “break” from all the hostile
criticism she's’s gotten? Or did your rag
just receive enough fack: from s readers
for one' haw!ulm;-m will consider

these as if their
whole history was fﬂlﬂu up 1o their
wm.- liberation by a national

2

ism and hierarchicalism.” [ cited several
instances in which state power shifted
[from the imperialisis lo new oppressors,
and cited Bookchin's statement that ~if
‘Power 1o the people’ means nothing
mare than power to the leaders of the peo-
ple, then the people remain  an
undifferentioted. manipuloble mass.” As |
see i1, the atsiiudes of authoriiarianizm
and the desire to dominate nature and set
up a new technocratic siate are universal
-- and that the struggle is really between
Indigenous culiures everywhere (and |
include within that the counter-cultures
here) and bureaucrats and technocrats
(potential or actual) to be found in every
country of the world,

We cover the Third World not in
arder to provide our readers with exatica,
but to uncover apwhether anarchism has
any wniversal relevance; bjwhether our
own lifestyles are partially to blame for
suffering which occurs there, and what
might be done to get “our foot off their
their neck” and cjto learn from the Third
World experience, and to link up with
those who have commaon aspirations.

As for your complaints about your
letier (incarrectly anuributed io "Lane™ in
the last fisue), first, we are not
handwriting analystr. If you wani fo avoid

which reg all
the people's aspirations. Thix does a
tremendous  injustice to. the political
complexity in those countries which ix just
as diverse and contradiciory, if not more
so, than anything here.

We tried to avoid that by including
firsi-hand accounts and interviews with
people actually living there. We tried to
leave it 1o our readers to make up their

own minds. As for “Anarchy in the Third

World™, I felt it was important o correct

these maore carefully, and, like
any open-minded person or group of
people, either respond 10 them or Jearn
from them.

“[along] with the class privileges of
various Third World elites...there is the
relaied problem of political authoritarian-

any lampering with your prose, borrow a
typewriter. Second, we try to print letters
withous doing major changes, so that
grammar and punctuation is kept as in the
original. We threw out your original after
the issue came ouwl because we were
deluged with paper, but I'm quise certain
we made no changes in the part of the let-
ter which we did print, which was moxt of
it, We sent off correx to the typesetier
when we realized that the first part had
been left out by mistake. And, third, ax our
masthead  says, "all levters received
subject to printing and editing, wnless
specifically  requested  otherwise.” So,
make your intentions known. If you say
you don't want your letter cur, thea we'll
wither decide to print the whole thing, or
we won't print it ot all. OJ

low-ﬂuymg life
by Gary

When members of the Alliance for
Non Violent Action condocted civil
disobedience at the Department of Na-
tional Defense in Owawa on November
12, 1986 to protest the Mlights of Canadian
military aircraft over Labrador, they drew
anention to one fundamental aspect of the
arms race often overlooked by the peace
movement: the infringement on native
peoples” rights by the armed forces.
Labrador native peoples have long
protested these military flights, and while
Canada hosted 2 NATO  Foreign
ministers’ conference last year in Halifax,
native spokespersons  held a  press
conference accusing the Canadian gov-
emment of practicing ethnocide  and
cultoral genocide against the Innu people
of Labrador. "Canada is a racist country.
Canadians are denying a people their
fundamental buman rights,"! said Pence
Ben Michel.

“The Naskapi and Montagnais Indians
‘of Labrador call themselves [fanu,
| meaning “The People™. Since 1965, they
1 have been subjected to low-level milisary
| flights over the Quebec-Labmdor
peninsular area, and in recent years these
huve increased dramatically to nearly
5,000 a year. The flights, which occur
directly over their land, often at aktitedes
of 100 to 250 feet, have caused frightened
mmak w flee the anea, creating food
| for  Inng A

NATO OVER LABRADOR

miscammiages, frighiened infans  and
emotional distress, Apinam Ispatas, a
hunter in the region, stated: "1 was
cleaning a marten one time when the
pircraft flew over. The nolse almost
knocked me our. The jets went over six-
teen times."2 Canada has tried very hard
to persuade NATO to locate a major base
in Labrador. If it succeeds the resulting in-
ereased number of flights will make Iife in
the forest unbearable to the Tnnw and wipe
out their way of life, The Innu do not
consider themselves Canadians nor do
they want any part of the economic side
effects that Canada expects from an
expanded base; only a tiny minority of
Innu would consider accepting 4 job
there.

Expanding the base at Labrador
would have completed a process of
genocide which has been going on for o
long time; alresdy the trout and small
animals on the Innu food chain are dying
Off while their water is polluted by acid
rain. The Innu have been blackmailed by
the government into relocation into mock-
suburban communities of small, tightly
packed closters of cottages. Oaly by
living in these settlements can the Innu
receive such essential public services as
education. The communities lack running
water and often only have a single tap for
the whole village. The only alternatives
the Imme have 1o these villages are the

+ womun speaker at the conference spoke of

fitional hunting and fishing camps that
e now being disrupted by the low-level

military flights (one is tempted to draw
analogies 1o the “strategic hamlets™ into
which those peasants who are allowed to
survive in the U.S, client states of South
America are herded). The flights have cre-
ated hearing Joss and even wees are
suffering the effects of
aircraft exhawst. Efforts of the Inng o
establish a degree of independence and
continuance of their tradiional lifestyle
are being challenged at every mm.4

The threat in this particular area of
Canada and 1o the native people therein
should be linked w Canada’s ongoing
campaign of penocide against the entire
Nutive population. The word "genocide™
was coined by Professor Raphael Lemkin
in 1944 10 denote the destuction of an
ethnic group or a nation by physical
annihilation or culural suppression. In
their book The Genocide Machine in
Cannda (Black Rese, 1973), Robent
Davis and Mark Zannis trace the history
of Canada’s penocidal policies towards
the native peoples of northermn Canada.
After  having  their
th d by the wid d staughter of
animals, they were herded into strutegic
hamlets (by povernment functionaries
concerned  with _reducing  logistical
problems in “servicing™ them) and their
culral bae was destroyed by forcing
children into residential schools where
they were taught (o despise their
traditional culture — songs, dances and the
gift-giving potlatch ceremony -- most of
which were banned by govemment
decree. They were left with no possibility
of developing a visble economy of their
own. Thousands died of starvation in the
1930's and 40’s, and mortality rates sell

rival those of Third World countries.5

Now the Innu of Labrador may be
doomed to a similar fate. Canadian and
NATO officials have little inclination
even to enter into dialogue with them, and
when they protested in Halifax during the
NATO conference, the RCMP kept them
far enough away that the ministers were
unaware of their presence. One of the
Innu said, “There's not really that much
we can do. We're praying and counting on
the goodwill of the Canadian people and
the international community.”6
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PROYERBES FOR A YOUNG ANARCHIST

by Marilyn Juhnson

Listen:

the fight is 10 survive,

Your life is not your own, 10 save or spend
carclessly;

each belongs 1o all,

and immolation’s selfish.

Martyrdom’s a most seductive prospect,
to make a hopeless, glorious [ast stand
(in technicolour)

a tactic of defeat

Mcans form ends, deforming:

your bitterest encmy IS not the siaic,
it's your despair;

rage is a treacherous ally

Listen:

Lifc is a serious business, and,
I still bope, a long one.

You must endure.

You will never know

VICIOTY,

to win is to withsiand defeat,
to destroy yourself is ueason.

You can fault me, perhaps with justice,
for compromise; but, listen,
I'm still here, pigheaded and angry.

Stick around.
It"¢ nice to have company.
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