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“All these things are related...”

an interview with Jake Swamp, Chief of the Wolf Clan (Mohawk Nation)

Introduction

Anarchism may be a European doctrine, but anti-authoritarian traditions exist in
almiost all cultures, This is something Kick It Over would like to explore more in
Tuture issues. In this excerpt of a longer interview (parts of which appear in the

“End of Year™

1985 issue of FUSE, 489 College S1..

fifth flooe, Toronto, ONT

MGG 1AS), Jake Swamp talks about the political traditions of the lroquois people

and how they"ve influenced the ideolopies and structures of both |

5. and the

| Soviet Unlon. If you're interested in learning more about the lroquois perspective.,
| werite 10 Akwesasne Notes newspaper for o copy (51.50 plus postage), Mohawk

| Natlon

fia Rooseveltown, New York,

Our people, when our constitution
came info being, were diverse, they
were divided and they had wars amongst
each other. We cull this the *'dark
perod”” when people ruled by their
strength alone. The strongest was the
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cach and every clement of nature. Be-
fore we even start 1o talk sbout the js-
sues, we have 1o first bring our minds
together as one in relation 1o our natural
surroundings, and then that creates the

one thit ruled. 1t wasn't “til later on that
the Peacermaker was bom and raised,
and be was taken in by our people. He
came 10 our people first — the Mohawk
people — because they were the worst
ones. We are told they were even canni-
bals. eating other human beings: they
were so mean and bad. And the different
villuges of the Mohawks were situated
i such o way that they were al constant
wiat with one another and with the other
villages.,

There really were five nations ot the

beéginning, but our nation is the one
that comsented to follow another way
This is when our constitution came
This is when it*s told that, now from this
day on, you are raled by council. When
you have problems amongst yourselves,
you will setile your dispotes by council
No more will warfare be known,
_ And so they (the Mohawk people)
travellod amongst the-other nations. we
‘wete at war with and now we became
one. We were the first United Nations of
the world — five nations unificd them-
selves fnto-one body, one heart. And
from this sprung the white roots of
peace, they call it. They planted a great
tree — a white pine. They uprooted thix
tree, and in this cavity. they threw all the
weapons of war, and they said that un-
dercurrents of war travelling fast under
the ground would carry away all these
weapons and pobody wonld ever see
them again.

So they planted the tree again, They
said from now on: all you leaders — 50
leaders in the whole Confederscy —
will counsel your people forever under
the principles of the tree of peace. And
those principles are that all the people
will be of one Tevel — nobody will be
higher than the other — and all the lead-
ers are all of equal beight. And all the
people have o voice, The leaders, in-
stead of making decisions for the
people, the decision comes from the
people, and the leaders sanction the de-
ciston,

The woman is the leader of the na-
tioms. She is the one that appoints the
leaders because she is the one that mised
the peaple, she is the one that mised the
men and the children. She knows
exactly what they’re going to be as a
person. So he doesn’t know — the
Teader doesn’t know — if he's going to
be a leader. They come to him and put
him in that position. If a young man
should wint 1o become a leader and tries
10 be a leader, immediately it disqual
ifics him because he wants 1o be a Ieader

ples behind this is the naral surround-
ings, und, whenever we gather for a
meeting or for ceremonies, the first
thing that happens is 10 make our minds
clear about everything thet's around us
We do a thanksgiving ceremony for

phere to go ahead and ralk aboat
our problems. because when you muke »
decision about something, naturaily it’s
going o affect maybe the water, or
may! s going to affect the trees. So
keeping that kind of foundation in your
mind about life itsell before you make
any serious decisions, it's going 1o help
with the decision.

We are broken up into three parts here
in Akwesasne by clan lan families.
And those clan families, when they
come together, are how we muke laws,
We have 2 structure where the issues are
putto one clin. They deliberute on these
tssues, after they have deliberated for
some time and have come o & conclu-
sion, they pass jt over the fire to the next
house, of next panty, which is our clan,
and we deliberate on this question also,
and. if we become of one mind with the
other house or the other side, together
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our minds have become onc, so it be-
comes law between the two houses,
What is done now is that, while all the
deliberations are going on between the
two houses, there are people watching
— sitting and listening. And after we've

-~

come 10 a decision, we present it (o the
third clan, snd they have veto power
over that decision. If something is
wrong with it, they have the power to
send it back.

And, in the meantime, the clan
mothers are sitting there and they're
witching the proceedings of the Coun-
il If one of the leaders walks away or
strays from the Constitution, and its law
of watching out for the seventh genesi-
tion, she will direct him to go cutside,
and. he'll go out the men’s door, and
she"ll go out the women's door, which is
in the east, She'll ke him aside and
give him a scolding (he Jauihs) and,
when she thinks he's ready to go back
and continue Council, she’ll let him go
back and continue. and he'll continue to
counsel, but she "l watch him real close
And if he makes & mistake again, this
time she takes one of the men who takes
care of the ceremonies, who takes care
of the spiritual things. Together they'll
go outside and they 'l have council 10-
gether, and he'll lay oul the principles,
or the law, to remind him of the sacred
dutics he’s been entrusted with, and o
come back to where he's supposed 1o
be. Amd again he goes back in, and
ugain he continues to counsel. The third
timme — that"s it! (He faughs. ) And she'll
et the meanpest one — the biggest war-
rior, and she'll say to him: **1t's all in
your hands.™

And the warrior will lay it out
“Toduy, as the son is shining in the
heavens, you have been wrong in your
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actions. Your mothers have requested |
remove your title from you. " (The title
is signified by deers' antlers. When a
man becomes chief, they put antlers on
hix head as a symbol of his position and,
with it, goes a name that has been

L‘hi@l’ Juke Swamp

handed down throughout the centuries.
When they take the horms off, biood
starts to come out of his homs. It's only
a symbol; it"s nol really happening.)
“*Alone you will walk the forests, If
anybaody should decide o follow you,
they oo will po longer recognize their
path or their way in the forest.”” That's
how it is when they remove the title
froum a chiefs it"s like he's alone, He can
e hiere., but he's alone. There's no more
purpose 1o his life becavse he can no
longer see the future, That's what is
meant by the blood — it covers his vis-
ion, It's very seldom that it ever hap-
pens. 1've only seen or heard of it once.
Ir doesn’t happen very often.

(At this point, there was an inferriip-
tion, and when Jake bevan speaking
again, be did so by making reference 1o
i earlier part of the transcripr which
doex mn appear here —ed, )

Getting back (o the United States
Constitution patterning itsell on the
Confederacy, back in 1754 there was a
meeting ot Albany, New York. This ix
when they came together, the 13 colony
leaders, They were always quarrelling
amongst each other. Virginia, and all
these different places, they were always
quarrelling about lands and lines of de-
marcation, who hod control of this area
or that, So, our leaders, ot that time.
were watching these people who were
trying to survive in our land that’s
foreign to them, and were always angu-
ing with each other and about their
existence. And, since they (the Mohawk
people) have been g this way for
many centuries — poverning them-
selves and it's been working for them —
they said, ~"Why don’t we come and
show you how 1o govern yourselves so
you will not quarrel so often. ™" 'So they
brought ghese belts, their wampum
belts, and ok them and travelled 1o
Albany.

Today, if you go inio the museum in
Albany. you'll see a picture of this
meeting, Benjamin Franklin was there,
and all those people. In fact, Benjamin
Franklin fater said, **These ignorant
savages have such a good system
amongst themselves, why don't we do
the same?"" You can really pinpoint how
the Revolutionary War became born
from that day on if you follow the his-
tory real close.

But to take it further, they only ook
pant of it, They didn’t give a voice to the
women. Their voice only started 1o be
heard maybe 50 years ago, and they had
to demand it. On the other hand, com-
Hunism, Marxism — ol that stuff — |
think that had its roots here also. Be-
cause Lewis Henry Morgan came ovet
here and studied our people in the Con-
federacy. He studied economic history
and how we interrelated with each
other. He went back and Karl Marx
picked up on his book, and another re-
volution got started. So all these things
are related, O




The Greening of Italy

This article appeared. in a recent
fxne of Volontit, an anarchist journal
publivhed in Mitan. Translation wax
dane by a friend of the collective,
Gianni Corini, and edited by Ron
Havley and Alexandra Devon

March 26, 1985, It's ten p.m. Milan
lies grey and polluted but, as irrational
as i mury seem, | love Milan: it's my
home town after all. Suddenly, the
phone rings, | am rather annoyed. 1've
had a long day which just ended an hour
ago with a {:m:ennp about the laest issue
of Volontd. | pick itup. My annoyance

unfolds like thix;

Green: **Dear Lugiano. what do you
think of Bookchin's  anurcho-
communalbm?* 1 don’t dnderstand, |
pause and then say, "Inleresting posi-
tion; it should be thought through
further, I guess."” My caller boldly goes
on: ““We have to get a list of people
together here in Milan that believes in
the rotation of duties.”" 1 still do not
understund what he is getting at, so |
say, "Good."" The Green presses on:
“The representatives will have 1o ex-
press the collective will, and they will
have 1o be accountable at all times. We

have 1o

tablish a new mppon berwe
constituents and their elected represen
tatives to pet nid of professional politi-

tums to astonishment when | discover o
: of the Mil Gireen
Party at the other end. The copversation
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Luciano Lanza

clans."" Frankly, I've heard him state
these very same things on other occe-
sions. I do nol understand why he is
repeating them to me now — at ten
o'clock at night. Finally, he pets 1o the
point; **Luciano, | proposed your name
to the comngittee, and | am in charge of
asking for your participation. Would
you be our candidate?” A loud, irrep-
ressible laugh deafens the Green's ear-
drums.

Really, 1 did not expect such a prop-
osition, [ recover right away and s
shally. **What do / have to do with
The Milinese Green tries 1o win me over
with flattery, listing my political ac-
complishments. The phone call ends
with the Green arging me to think it over
and to give him an answer, & positive
ope he hopes, within seventy-two
hours,

My answer will instead be negative. |
have never liked dectoml competitions. |
am a convinced abstentiomst, and 1 am
ot about to change my opinion ar the
age of forty, The strength of my convic-
tiors is cenmainly not due 1o conformism,
but because | believe the reasons which
have kept me from the ballot box ane still
valid. To be homest, that phisne call is
creating a problem. In view, of the next
administrative eléctions, 1 was going to
write an editorial on the Italian Green
movement. | had gotten together pre-
liminary information and documents,
and had interviewed a few Green list
representatives. | was all set, thinking |
had researched as much as | wanted 1o,
nlﬂmullmmp«rwmwm
the phone call, proposing my candi-
dacy, came. Now . if | were tobe easy on
them, resders would doubt my . objec-
tivity. On the other hand, if 1'm too
harsh, they might think I want 1o keep as
much distance as | can from them for
fear of being identified with my unsuc-
cessful “colleagues’”. It would not be
fair to pass the buck 1o someone else on
the Volonti staff; therefore, let's go get
‘em!

The Ecological Movement in Italy

It is & known fact that in laly & true
and proper ecological movement does
not exist, Turmoil, sporadic struggles,
and local initiatives to protect the en-
vironment are 8 new phenomens in
ltuly, except for p few isolated in-
stances. The Ttalians were the last ones
in Europe to realize that our cities were
polluted, as were our fields and coastal
waters, The Mediterranean iself is be-
coming a huge waste dump, polluted by
stale-owned and privately-owned in-
dustries, The disgusting and alarming
situation of the environment failed 1o
stir the conscience of many. It was
thought that the revolution would setile
everything, pollution included. Then,
the revolution slipped further away ond,
finally, in greater numbers, people
started 10 realize that it might be worth-
while to do something 1o save the en-
vironment before taking over the Winter
Palace.

Besides this, the expansion of the
ecological movement in vther Europesn
countries provides a strong impetus:
commiftees were bom, collectives with
all possible shades of Green were
created. As | mentioned earlier, this isa
very recent phenomena and cannot

Provos in the Netherdands had launched
a campaign against pollution created by
vehicles in cities. Hundreds of white
bicycles in Amsterdam appeared. Any-
one who wanted 10 could use them 1o
move around. leaving them behind
when they were finished for the use of
others. There was a lot of interest in this
experiment, which can be considered
the first political initiative with ecologi-
cal content. Such initiatives were not
taken into consideration in Ialy, and
were regarded as a Northern European
nec-anarchist extrvagance

So, here we are in ltaly in the middle
of the eighties in a situation of extensive
envimnmental degradation, where our
few remaining natural parks are sev
erely threatened. Motives to initiate the
ecological struggle are therefore abun-
dant; ecological groups are responding
o an objective reality. Bot we also
know that an objective reality is not
enough 1o stir up 2 mass movement. The
need has o be felt and become part of
people’s consciousness (of their vilues
or priorities) for it 10 bécome 3 social
and political issue. This is obvious, and
does not require further comment.

An ecological movement does not yet
exist in Italy, but we have scamered
groups in almost all citics, the develop-
ment of u'IuLk is being nursed by direct
invalvement “in administrative cloc-
tions, This approach is mihér curious
and abnormal, Usually, we withess the.
codification. in palitical l;m?, of 4 so-
cial tssue when it has already taken §-
non-institutional shape and developed
into 4 movement. What we are seeinyt,
in llm nnlnncc is the reversal -Jd' (ht

1 first, the g I
form, and then the movement (st un
like Canada — ed. )

The Greens to the Elections

To give a detailed pocount of the
Greens' political program is & difficult
task, for under the common umbrelli of
enyironmental protection exist different
proposals, depending on the cities and
the regions formulating them. The
Green p % are a very | J:
ous bunch. You go from the radical en-
vironmentalists o refugees from 68,
passing through all possible shisdes up 1o
the old sleazy, traditional politicians
atempting a recycling into the Greens,

As I've pointed our: very different
people and programs. From infiltrating
the institutions to prodect the environ-
ment to the utilization of institutions to
gain for people the possibility of discov-
ering a sort of direct local democrcy;
from absolute bio-degradability to the
desire to form a new semi-raditional
political force; from the rejection of
political professionalism to the old-
fashioned militance; from an uncom-
promising “‘against everybody for &
different kind of green’” to the *“"con-
sciousness for a political mediation™",
The question is: how to single out those
elements which will give us the key 1o
interpret this new phenomenon?

It's almost two months until the eleec-
tions and it’s difficult 10 give an
adequate answer 1o this question. Yel,
ufter speaking with u few Green rep-
resentatives, having polled the opinions
of sympathizers and supporiers, it may
be possible 1o formulore a caorious
eval The. most interesting datn

boast u long dition as in North
Europe. Already . in the mid-sixties, the

emerging from the green puzzle is the
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use, partially alternative, of the lncal

l:ldlng anarchist theoretician in North
iders **lib ian munici-

institutions, specifically the
councils. In fact the Greens were able to
“radicalize’" rotation of elected rep-
resentatives like the Partito Radicale did

palism®* 1 be possible, and not contrary
to basic anurchist principles.
I beuter ‘stress that Bookchin's
ipalism differs greatly from Italian

a few years ago. If biod Jability
were 10 be practiced, it would introduce
a new element in the way institutional
politics is done. The elected twm into
delegates with & provision for with-
drawal which makes them more like the
carriers of a collective voice than an
unquestioned representative. This is, of
course, what they say they will do, but
there’s no guarantee they will carry it
out. Yet, in making an analysis of the
Gireens, the sbove is a marginal issue. In
other words, in order to understand the
political novelty of the Greens, Illclr
good will is 10 be treated as o d:

Green proposals mainly because it
arises in a totally different social con-
text, and also because itis seen as a way
to transform society radically, A super-
ficial reading of Bookchin's last book,
The Ecology of Freedom, could lead
one 1o believe that the important thinker
is not very far from the position of the
Greens. It was not coincidence thar the
Green representative cited Bookchin's
anarcho-communalism to me on the
phone. In an article not yet published in
ltul)‘, "Th:ses on  Libertarian

kehin makes his

factor, The glib gulrlnlm of Ihe
Greens will wind up g 1o the

Ileletodnx propnsll more explicit.

‘umlo;ical’mwhkh*ill. babl

Elub ¢ on his carlier thoughts on
lik i i ism (the idea rhat

preempt these intentions, As an anarch-
ist, Lam too shrewd to fall for ir; [ know
that every new forming political struc-
ture loves, at times in good faith, 1o
mm as the element able 1o break
blished logic of the
u( public ad.mlmmmn Albeit, my
““historical memory"’ does not prevent
me from comprehending the po-ull\'e
aspects of the question: u new *‘party””
believes itself 10 be the interpreter of the
social need for direct democracy. And it
will answer to the question with a medi-
ation; the i 1on of direct democr-
acy where the decision-making process
is taking place. i.e. in the

radicals should seek to democratize
local institutions — ed. ), Bookchin de-
finesa mmunwipﬂ politics as a *"dual
power” Ihll oulmerpum cumﬂeu.

forms (o the oenmlucd power of the
state, The perspective of dual power
would not compromise anarchist, anti-
authoritarian principles; on the con-
trary, it could change lhc way of bclng
and function of the

s0 that validity and | y can be
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A Plea to Our Small But Deeply

Disturbed
Readership

How would you describe a situation
where five people work 150 person-
hours and pay $1200.00 of their own
money to receive $650.00 in return?
Ridiculous? Unfair? Exploitive? We
call it par for the course at Kick It Over.

Many people who have never been in-
volved with publishing don’t under-
stand the financial realities we face,
When people ask how many paid staffl
we have, I know it’s time 1o explain a
few things, We probably pay $4.00 an
hour for the privilege of working like
dogs four times a year, We're a
capitalist’s dream!

Seriously, folks, we hear a lot about
deficits these days. Well, we at Kick It
Over are building up & monstrous one,
both financially and in terms of energy.
“*How can | help?"* you sob. We're glad
you asked. There are lots of things to be
done. Renew your subscription (even if
it hasn’t run out yet), give a sub. to a
friend or suggest to someone they sub-
scribe, send donations, become a dis-
tributor or talk to a local bookstore about
carrying us. If you live in Toronto and
wmlld like 1o help with the work of

given to more advanced forms of direct
democracy, Also, according to Book-

the . Wrile 10 our
pustnfﬁm: box with a phone number,
zmiwcllplmleymhlcl(

politcal imsttutions.

One could assume that, in Italian
_society, a will to participate is shaping
Jup. @ request to parfake in the

decision-making process afier the long
years of regresston and post-regression.
With oo substantial difference though:
the political commitments of the sixties
and seventies are definitely gone. The
greal ideologies, the comprehensive vi-
sions of the world are no longer moving
the socio-political subjects of the
eighties; what's moving them are prob-
lems and interests which may be li-
mited, but which arc d ly con-

chin, the participation of hists in
isting i itutions should be given
deeper Jeruti wnhoul ' T3
the idea with i He

sryondnn t think K.LO.
ought to continue, just relax, put your
feet up, don’t do anything and eventu-

Is this a headline you want to see?

ally maybe we'll disappear. It's much
easier for a publication to die than 1o be
born or 1o continue. So, on this — the
fourth anniversary — consider whether
or mot you want 10 help us hear cach
other into existence, as a diverse, caring
global community.

— the Kick It Over collective

p.s. Our most heartfelt thanks to all our
sustainers, subscribers. distribators,
readers and to those of you who have
encouraged us by writing letiers of sup-
port.

finds it curious that mlchms while
always ready o look positively on a
cn!lmwcly -run industrial emerprise,
participation in municipal

pelhlr.'s — and, therefore, in elections
even such elections as could lead 1o the
blish of local ils and
other forms of direct democracy — to be
repugnant, Bookchin's proposal gives
consideration to rrmm like |he town
ly in New England

which alc a heritage of the American
lution. To find similar structures in

crele, fcmblc mdcapabﬁcnl‘hemg ac-
hed today, not banished o o
mmm truly radiant, but equally re-

Th: social commitment of the
“avant-garde’’ has therefore substan-
tially changed in the last l\uenr) years; it
has become h o

Italy, we have to go back to the time of
the initial stages of the Free Cities
{Communes) — that is, to the first cen-
turies of this millenium. Therefore, in
Ttaly, we cannot count on such i (radi-
tion. This circumstance makes it more
dul‘ﬁcnll to understand the spirit of

something more rttagnluhk in facts

than in ideas, greater in particulurity

than complexity, stronger in realization

tban in hope, more in the real world than
n dreams.

‘I.'llu is the context, very problematic
at that, which we can draw from the
Greens” program: partial transformation
but a program which is readily applica-
ble — from the existing institutions to
the existing institutions. The Greens in-
sert new themes into these institutions,
and they arc able, perhaps, 10 modily
some aspects of their management. The
whole thing can be assessed in two op-
posite ways: The Greens as the newest
element trying to return credibility o the
institutions, and a5 an entity interested in
muaking a few changes in the short run,
because 1o change everything seems
impossible.

Anarcho-Communalism
Participation in managing local or
peripheral institutions as part of an ef-
fort to bring politics into direct contact
with people is not an option of the
Greens alone. Murmsy Bookchin, the

kchin’s L. In theory, at least,
nothing should § prevent us from discov-
ering or rediscovering the municipal
sphere as a common ground for anarch-
ists to intervene in and re-invent the
practice of direct democracy. We will
have to ask oursclves whether this road

Where would Joey Shithead, Vancouver
punk rocker, meet Murray Bookchin,

social ecologist?

an anti-porn feminist meet an s/m dyke?
and the International Gay Association

meet "Macho-Disco Tendencies in Gay \jfﬁ(.‘f_

men''?

Where else but in Kick It Over.

Sample copies, $2.00

Subscriptions: $7.50 for 6 issues

Write to:
KIO

P.O. Box 5811, Station A

Toronto, Ontario
M5W 1P2

is viable and, morcoever, prod

In my opinion, it is certainly not in the
situation like the one we are facing in the
next election. Moreoever, we have 1o
ask ourselves whether it will be possible
10 maodify, even with the radical sction
proposed by Bookchin, the logic of
local institutions which are so strongly
infiltrated with the logic of central in-
stitutions, i.c. statism.

Finally, o+ I
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SONGS OF SUBVERSION
an interview with p0|SON G 1 RL it

by Lynna Landstreet

Poisongirls, who recemly played in Canada for the first time, at Lee's Palace in
Toronto, are a British band whe have their roots in the punk movement, but have
grown much more musically diverse over the eight years they've been together, One
thing thar has remained consistent, though, through the five LP'x, two EP’s, and
mumerous singles (I think that's right) that the band has released, has been their
commitment 1o their anarchist-feminixt political conviciions, expressed through
both their byrics and their involvément in the independent music scene. Afrer
releasing several records on the Crass lubel, they started their own label, XNTRIX,
on which many other bands, such as Toxic Shock, Rubella Baller, and Conflicr got
their start. One thing that particularly distinguishes Poisongirly, within the prede-
minantly youth-oriented punk movement, is lead singer Vi Subversa’s age — she
recently turned 50, Also, the band” s emphasis on feminism stands owl, since even
the politicaliy-oriented punk bands rend to be mosily male-dominated.

The Torenta gig was quite an experience for me, not only because I got to meet
and talk to my favorite band, but because it was the first dme I'd attempied 1o
organize a show, Even though I didn’t do it all on my owin, it was siill very
empowering to realize thar putting on a gig is not some kind of ‘arcane skilt
belonging only 1o an elite few, but something that anyone can do — with the advice
and help of some friends, also discovered that ticket prices don’t have to be as high
as they usually are. We managed 1o keep it down to $6.00 — less than a lot of North
American bands charge. Unfortunately, one of the side effects of organizing a gig is
that you may be deluged with requests 1o organize shows for other bands, benefirs
for every political group you've ever participated in, etc. One thing thar I'ill try o
do differently in the future is to hold all-ages shows, rather than using a licensed
club, which can make an event inaccessible to anyone under 19 (unless they look
older or have fake D). Although, of course, we didn't ask anyone for 1D, some
clubs may insist on having their own peaple working the door, in which case the
organizery have little or no control, unless they wani 1o pass out free fake 1D outside
(Now there's an idea!)

Linterviewed Vi Subversa, guitarist Richard Famows, bass plaver Max Volume,
and drammer Agent Orange (the latter two have only been with the bund « year)
before the show

KIO: On the new album, Sengs of
Praise, it sounds like your views on
feminism have chinged a bir.

VS: Well, there’s been u ot of things
happened. | first started using the word
“*feminist’’ about 10 years ago, and
there was an assumption, a sort of magi-

again, " That's saying the same to us as
women. What 1'm wanting to say, what
F'mewanting to do, is to'say that we can’t
tuke, anything for granted. 1 feel fike
going right back 1o first principles; 1o
square one, We've got trapped ina lot of
dogma, trapped in notons of what we

cal assumption, suddenly, between
women, that we could talk honestly 1o
each other, that we could trust each
other, that we could work together. And
we did, and | think that we — when | say
we, 1 mean I'm speaking for u lot of
women — have actually changed the
fuce of the world somewhat. But mean-
while, we're not working in o vacuum,
and there’s been o considerable
backlash. The stutus quo has, 1 think,
leamed to incorporate us, and to defuse
us quite a lot. Th ement that opens
that album is *°I don’t believe in the
brotherhood of man. No state of grace,
no five year plan.”" That's saying that
the state of our system politics needs a
kick up the ass, We can’t take anything
for granted anymore. And then | go on
1o say *“Idon’t believe in sisters ugainst
the men, My sister has betrayed me yet

think we ought to believe, and what we
ought o be doing, and how we ought to
be relating to each other. And some of
it's just not true. It's just not happening,
there's a lot of bullshit about it. So in a
way | haven't changed, 1've just had ten
years of quite exciting and also quite
tiring expenence. And what | want, and
'm challenging any wi who wants
1o tackle me about it like you are, is 0
say: Let's not give up. Let's not lose
heart because of what's happened,
either in the lics betwieen us or in the
backlash that"s coming back it us. Let's
be brave enough to start aguin, where a
lot of women started ten years ago, and
indeed ten years before that, it's ongo-
ing. So thut's where [ am, 1'm prepared
1o start again, Whatever we've done of
value in the last ten years will sty. |
don't want to hang onto any false sec-
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urity ahout what feminism is,

KIO: I've found thut 4 lot of people,
mainly because your lyrics are so
strongly feminist, tend to assume that
it"s an all women band. How do the men
in the band feel about that?

A: Well, it's nothing if not deliber-
ate

RF: For me, the politics of Poisongirls
comes under the heading of feminist,
bur it #lso comes under the heading of
personal politics. | mean, the advances
in the ways of Jooking at problems that
came through what happened within the
women's movement, | think, is the maio
change in politics that has happened
over the last ten years. And Poisongirls
for me, and I've been there since day
one, has been about trying 1o make it
possible to sing about things that arc
real. And if that means that that’s de.
fined as feminist, that’s fine by me, |
don’t — well, I've juggled with the
ideas, but | don’t consider mysell a
feminist, because I don’t think 1 can, it"s
not possible. But | also don't think it's
impossible for me to be in o band which
talks about personal issues from o wo
man’s point of view, Especially seeing
a5 Vi's such a strong and fuem thinker
and speaker and poet, and in that way
think that the ideas that go info the band
are beyond feminism inasmuch as
they're pushing sway boundaries and
nob stuck with dogma

¥S5: Well, | think that, what you smd
abauit it being about issues of reality, is
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Vi Subversa

that feminism created a context for
women (o redefine reality, in a way that
gave us some space, and that, before
that, my childhood didn't seem (o give
me much space in the way that it gave
boys space, There were a Jot of plac
and & fot of activities that were out of
bounds o me. And over the last few
years, we h — women in the wo
men's movement have been pushing
out the boundaries, trying to create more
space for ourselves. And of course, this
is going 1o change the view that men
have of what space is available 1o them
They've got 1o shure space more. |
mean, | work with men, and 1'm 4 sex-
ual being, most of my life I've hsd
heterosexual relationships — that's a
horrible word, but I've loved men and
foved with men. I've also had some re-
lutionships and loved with women, And
all of us are sort of rédefining what's
possible, And as women take more
space, the reality is that a lot of men,
from the beginning and maybe still, are
afraid that's going to leave them with
less space, but I don't think that's right,
ally. ihink it's reclaiming space for
all of us

MV: (first part cut off by being too far
from the tape recorder) Now men inre
taking on that responsibility too, on a
very personal level. That's a huge pro-
blem for men oo, and that is incompo
rated in feminism as well

RF: 1'd just like (o say that | dog’t think
the name **Poisongirls"" was chosen us

X
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an attempt to misiead the public, People
have said. right from the beginning,
“*0h, we thought it was an all-girl band,
blah blah blah,"" and it wasn't a deliber-
ate attempt to pretend that we're
“girls’". Al the beginning it was a pun.
A departing guitarist said ** You ought to
be called *Poisongirls” cause it sounds
like “boys and girls’."" cause there were.
two womien and two men at a time, And
we'd had fifteen names in two weeks or
something before that, and it stuck.
That's how names happen.

VS: | also say to some of the people
who say “"Oh, you're not girls, you're
not all girls, only one girl,"* Esay, **No,
there are no girls, I'm a woman!"" Puts
us all on an equal footing for a steri,
cause there's a put-down implicit in the
word **girl’*

KIO: Yeah, if you're not a woman by
your age, | don’t know when you are
VS: That's right... Another thing
that"s happened over the lust ten years is
that, together again with 2 lot of women,
the men that we relate with have surely
learnt a lot. A generation has grown up
now with a whole lot of women doing a
whole lot of work, at home, in the bed-
room, in the kitchen, with a whole gen-
eration of children.

RF: It's hard to imagine that in 1976
the whole idea of women musicians was
you know, Suzi Quatro. . . And that was
it. And although it's sull remarked
that there are women working in music,
at beast it’s accepted as a possibility
VS: Having said that about the ten
years that a lot of work was done, T am
appalled when | listen 10 young women
of my daughter’s age, |8, teenage
women and young women in their early
twentics, to hear that they have exactly
the same problems. Whatever has been
done has been done between ourselves,
maybe, in tesms of creating a language.
But I'm not going 10 kid myseif, 1 don’t
think any of us can kid ourselves, that
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we've made a lot of ground our there.
Women are finding themselves at a time
of economic hardship, and of an in-
creasing kind of rerror in the world, not
a lot better off. And that's another rea-

son for saying, look, let’s start again,

let's just start with all that energy as if
we haven't had any di i

angry! And a lot of the anger that | can
draw on now is anger that | can re-
member. 1 feel like I was frightened by
anger, | felt that anger was somehow
ugly, almost obscene, for a woman.
When my mother was angry, it was very
frightening, When my father was angry.
it was how O.K., he had 2 w0

. PP
Start again

RF: The other interesting thing, which
is, again, ten years old, is Relling Stone
magazine saying that the epi of

be angry. And men have images of
anger which arc — well, we find it hard
to pet yway from images of angry men,
e 1 - \

American feminism is Madonna and
Cyndi Lavper. And you just think
CWHAT?!™ Well, Rolling Stone, 1
imagine, is a male-dominated industry
paper, trying to subvert the term
**feminism’* to include more —

V8: More sexual availability from
young women, That’s it.

RF: But they do it in terms of saying
that Madonna and Cyndi Lauper are
actually “*doing what they want to do in
aman’s world, 'gnd doing itas women,”*
and that's really the American Way.
And, you know,'will it happen again?
Will people buy it again?

KIO: It's like théy've co-opted the
word *‘feminism’" to mean something
clse, something that's still serving men,
serving society. . . About the song *“The
Offending Article'’, that really started a
bhig controversy, and got you into a lot of
trouble. Do you think that shows that
people have a hard time dealing with
angry women?

VS: With women allowing themselves
to be angry, yes. When | was a linle girl,
before | discovered that [ don't have 10
go on being a linde girl, 1 was very
frightened by anger. | spent a long time
in my adolescence and young woman-
hiood feeling that | wasn™t angry, that 1
looked down on pcople who were
angry, that I'd achieved some kind of a
clear state. And looking back now at the
things | was putting up with at the time, 1
was seething angry. | was shit-hot
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men i around,
but what about our anger? So, 0.K., in
*‘The Offending Article™, | was surely
angry when | wrote that. | was angry

upset at the image of a woman castrating

- 'a man, or having the fantasy. | mean,

I've never actually chopped a guy's
prick off, I've never even actually met a
specific guy whose specific prick 1
wanted to chop off —

KIO: | have!

VS: — but there are men in this world
who have done such things that | wanted
10 be free to use that image of anger, and
not sit on it any more.

KIO: Since it seems to be mainly men
who are bothered by that image, how do
the men in the band feel?

RF: 1 don't know how much of the
back i of the piece is necessary,

because of a certain p y that |
felt was creeping into one of the issues
that are a part of liberation, namely the
animal liberation movement. 1 felt that it
was becoming sentimentalized, and a
hell of an easy one. Especially in Eng-
lund, where everyone loves animals,
And nobody was making the connec-
tions between the oppression of animals
and the oppression of women, who are
also treated like pets as long as they're
pretty and docile, etc,, etc. And | don’t
wunt to talk about people’s personal
lives by name, but | was in touch with a
young woman who had a boyfriend who
was an animal liberationist, and he
serewed her, and she got pregnant, and [
just wanted 1o say something to him and
1o all those Inds who were kind of con-
gratulating themselves on their
liberationism, and could not see what
was going on between themselves and
young women and each other. And sure,
there still isn't a safe and reliable con-
ptive, and abortion is hi
that we have granted by a certain law
which can be taken away, and has been,
and none of these things should be for-
gotten at the expense of concern about
animals. Sure, making the connections.
It’s right, animals are treated disboli-
cally. But that's what that was sbhout,
And | know that a lot of people were

g
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but it was written from the heart, and it
was also written as a kind of & mis-
chievious piece, in the context of the
anarcho-vegetarian elite, who you
know, go around London and were get-
ting into & son of a moral trip.

MYV (1 think): And still arc

RF: Andstill are, and the way that they
talk to each other, within the context of
**acceptable politics’", acceptable
statements, is totally over the top. And
you can be totally over the top about
war, you can be totally over the top
about religion, you can be totally over
the 1op sboul vegetarianism, but some
things you can't, some things you can't
acally say. And by acwally saying
them out loud, that these things are real,
and are thoughts that go through
people’s heads — you know, just like
every pacifist has at some point thought
I would like to fucking kil that per-
son'', or **l would like them not 10 exist;
I don't pecessarily want to kill them, |
just would like them mot to exist."
Which is the same thing. actually. And I
think it was the confrontation of that,
that got us as a band into a lotof wouble.,
Because of that piece, Crass, the band
that we'd worked with for two and a half
vears, sent all our records back, all our
artwork back —

continued on page 19
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SEXUAL ANARCHY: Setting Our Own Standards

o Sup:rﬁcmhq. S\ph\l:s anlmn
ton. Which is the correct line? 1 pose
this guestion as [ do 1o point out the

tracted to women and became a prac-
ticing bisexual, had gone through a
period of having many sexual pariners
and presently was involved in a

Judgemental nature of our apy hes 1o
other people’s sexual practices. While
the institution of monogamy (as in trud-

B relationship with a

woman
She opened her talk by saying the key

itiomal ge). or the i of
celibacy fas in enforced abstinence of
young people and others) or the institu-
tion of heterosexuality (as the only sex-
ual expression) are abhorent because
they are coercive, the practice of any of
these is perfectly legitimate when itis a
choice,

In spite of the foct that in the last
twenty years we have seen a loosening
of conventional morality to include a loy
of previously denied sexoval realitics,
there has, | believe, crept into the lefta

new morality which at times would
seem to fill the old void. In this old
morality tumed inside out women who
choose to have children are called
“'breeders’’ by gay men, women who
sleep with men are called *“traitors™ by
lesbians, lesbians who engage in s/m are
called *anti-feminist’’, bi-sexual
women are said to be “mking energy
from women and giving it to men™, two

for her was **Knowing what |
Imuu- how should 1 Tive?"" This was 4
point she was (0 retumn to again and
again. Self-knowledge is central to how
one chooses 1o live and relate (o other
people. She stressed the imp of

communicating this to those we relae
o,

In the discussion which followed
there was some validation of the cons
Deborah had described in both multiple
relationships as well as monogamous
ones. One woman related the trauma of
having two lovers accidentally armiving
on her doorstep simultancously and both
decided not 1o see her anymore, which
pointed out the need for honesty and
exploded the myth of it being easier to

examining and questioning your own
needs, to determine your own prioritics.
The different alternatives to

monogamy that Deborah listed were
casual sex, multiple relationships, serial
monogamy and chosen celibacy. From
her vantage point there were pros and

coms to all these arrangements and these
interrelated 1o each individual's per-
sonal needs and desires. In short, she
was prepared to offer no correct line.
Of casual sex, she commented that it
required an ability 0 separate emotions
and sexuality, to some degree, because
of the low level of trust which usaally
exists in these situations. Multiple re-
Imienshipa she noted, often multiply

people who choose to be
are called ““uptight'’, and women whn
are sexually active are still observed to
“'get around”’. 1 could continue but |
won't. My point is that there is a lot of
Judging going on which obscures our
understanding of one another,

Tt was not to find the correct line that |
went to Deborah (.rlr.'gnrv 5 Mbrkshop
on M v and Non-M

illy the difficulties of u single
mlallmahlp Celibacy has the disad-
vantage of not allowing for expericnc-
ing passion. Monogamy can com-
promise your autonomy and sense of
yourself. For those looking for pat or
casy answers, she was nof giving any.
There are problems with any arrange-
ment,

Dilenimas and Priorities at a recent sex-
uality conference called *“Coming To-
gether’ held in Toronto in October
1985, Rather, I was interested in learn-
ing about bow other women are working
out difficulties of relating sexually in &
society which seems bell-bent on en-
suring that our relations with one
another are as fragile and as alicnated as
possible. | wanted to hear of 5

Questi she posed were, “*How
much time and energy do you have for
relationships (this, in particulor, was
aimed st multiple relationships)?**
““What power struclures are you
operating in?'" She related the experi-
ence of a lesbian couple, one of whom
wanted 10 be The

be sp in non
situations.

A woman, who quietly paced and
bounced a new baby during the pro-
ceedings, responded that she felt multi-
ple relationships can work, citing her
own experience of being in u menage a
quatre situation which had been poing

on for ten years. The hour and & hall was
over quickly and window on a seldom-
shared part of people’s lives was closed.

The conference talked around and
about the subject of sexunlity, some-
times at severnl removes but ope image
which was articulated by Joanne Loulin
(author of Leshian Sex) recurred in
many people’s discussions und that was
the **lintle girl with the broken hearnt™.
The aspect of how each of us bas been
wounded carly in life and carries this
Thurt with us into our sexual relationships
was referred o by many speakers. This
aspect of vulnerability iskey, | feel, and
often ignored in a discussion of how and
why we relate in various sexual ways.
Too ofien we defepsively say that a
choice is simply a choice and that’s all
there is 1o it. In one sense this is true.
‘Whatever way people choose to relate to
ench other sexually is valid and judge-
ments should not be atteched w this.
That our choices are often influenced
and shaped in negative ways is some-
|hing 1o recognize and deal with on a
1 {not moralistic) level.

other partner was bald, felt less attrac-
tive and less empowered in a non-

and failures in working out different ar-
rangements, and to hear validations of

“‘How great

Onc of the q;ncakc» at the conference
whao explored the “‘little girl with the
broken heart”* Ihcmr spe:ul.uenl [lla!

G E
are your needs for trust, ¢
and security?"" **Is your commitment (o

and al

o my oWn ex non gamy of g grealer
The facilitator began by relating hc: than your commitment to your part-
own experience and laying out what she  mer?’® “‘Is there a reclaimable

suw us being the yarious types of sexual
relationships and their pros and cons.
She spoke with some authority as one
who had experienced most of what she
described. She had married young and
had a child, discovered she was at-

monogamy ?*

She ended her presentation by stres-
sing the need for integrity in relation-
ships, of being as true to yoursell as you
are to your lover, which means discov-
ering what it is we need and honestly

this **hearth * muy have hag

at birth, or the first time we were let
down by a primary care-giver or when a
sibling was born, taking our mother's
attention from us, | related 1o this point,
remembering my mother telling me that
after my younger sister’s birth she had
gone into post-partum depression and
had emotionally rejected me for a time.
In my confusion, | had asked 1o be dia-
pered and sent back 1o the hospital to be

by Alexandra Devon
born again so | could once again experi-
ence the place of honour that 1 saw the
new baby oocupying. Apparcntly, this
shocked my mother into realizing what
wits going on but the duemage had been
done. The point is that this was perhaps
my first heartbreak . Had it not been that,
it would have undoubiedly been some-
thing else. There is probably some time
in o young child's life when we experi-
ence intense vulnerability for the firt
time, We all deal with this in our own
unique ways, either by closing ourse-
Ives off emotionally, or depending on
one person o salisfy our emotional
needs to undo what had been done in the
past or to get as many people s possible
1o relate o to avoid the hun of depend-
ing on and being let down by one per-
son. Dorothy Dinnerstein, in her book
The Mermaid and the Minotaor,
postulates that many of our sexual
problems and uttitudes towards women
stem from our dependence on one
female primary care-giver.

Added 1o these feelings of vulnera-
bility engendered in ux in childhood are
the messages we begin to receive about
sexuality and our bodies, Touching our
“private™ parts is suid 10 be “'dirty™
(the use of the word *'dirty"" is interest-
ing in its derivation from the word dirt or
carth and the implications this has for
the negative attitude 1o the living earth
which sustains all Tife). Nudity becomes
an issue very carly on as little girks have
bunds of material stretched over pon-
existent breasts. The shame of the body
follows closely with this covering up, |
remember at the age of four bepging my
mother to let me take a shower with my
bathing suit on,

Now befone we have even reached
jpuberty and arc ready to begin emburk-
ing on mature scxual relationships,
many children (even babies), especially
femules, have experienced some form
of sexuul assault. In my own case, | ran
into an exhibitionist when | was ten, As
soch incidents go, it was relatively
minor. | was not physically harmed but |
have an image from that experience
which is a child's image and it stayed
with me for years. Having never seen un
erect penis before, | remember contex-
walizing it by seeing it as looking like a
long twisted balloon, like the tricks
adults used 10 do with balloons at parties
when they twisted balloons into dogs o
other creatures. Later, when | saw. &
male penis in the context of a relation-
ship, 1 felt that childish image repum and
frighten and sicken me. Gradually, that
image was replaced by more positive
associations and the power of that carly
image loosened its hold on me.

Then there are all kinds of other im-
sges of femininity and femaleness to
contend with. From my first encounter
with Playboy to a host of wdvenising
images to school cheerleaders, there
was an ideal set out which was obtaina-
ble by only a chose few. Yet there was
‘always the lure of the partial achicve-
ment of the ideal through the buying of
the truining bra, the buying of make-up,
the curling of hair. All of this at thirteen,
This behavior was aimed at feeling
O.K. abour oneself, having a boy friend
and the security and status that that in-
volved. Here began the twinning of sex-
ual desirubility with relationshps which
made » fragile ego become inextricably
bound up with intimate interactions,

One of the by-products of this in-
grained insecurity is jealousy. This is
ofen exacerbated by the inability of
people in relationships to both be horest
and accept honesty from others. That
the great exponent of free love, Emma
Goldman, wrestled with the difficulties
of trying (o live up to this ideal is appar-
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ent in Candace Falk's book, Love,
Anarchy and Emma Goldman, Falk's
book draws its major inspiration from o
recent discovery of love Jetters between
Emma and Ben Reitman. Although
these honest and explicit letters have
been somewhat shamelessly exploited
by Falk with their publication in
Mother Jones, they provide a valued
insight into Emma’s life and ideals for
those of us who value and understand
Emma’s attempt to push back the boun-
danes of convention.

In her speeches and essays, Emma
proclaims the ideal of free love. She
envisions: **,, . Some day, men and
women will rise, they will reach the
mountain peak, they will meet big and
strong and free, ready to receive, to
partake. and to bask in the golden rays
of love.... If the world is ever to give
birth to true companionship and oneness
not marriage, but fice love will be the
parent”’ (from the essay on Marriage
and Love). Of this essay, Emma writes
in a letier to Ben, “"The cssay on mar-
riage and love i+ the most brilliant, |
suppose because | have so linle of it.
Well, are not all great things merely in
the ideal. Thus, my ideal of love will die
with me, never realized. Perhaps it is
well it should be so."" In part, what she
seems 0 be doing in this line is com-
plaining to Ben' about his inability o
provide her with the type of love she
believed was possible,

In her letters, Ben's promiscuity
seems (o be ut the root of Emma’s dis-

faction with their relationship. This
is only partially the case. More than
Ben's inconstancy was his inability 1o
be honest and to take responsibility for
his sexvality that irked Emma as the
following letter indicates:

““And then there is that other
thing, the thing so ubhorremt, o
utterly imposxible to endure —
your irresponsible. unscrupilous
attitude towards women — vour
lack of honesty with them, with
yourself, with myself. Oh, I kniw
you will ascribe it to jealousy. But
it is moi. | have told you over amd
over again, if you really care for u
woman, if you love her, no mater
hew much. that may grieve me, [
should have strength enough to
face ir. Or if you were honest in
your dealings with women, openly
and plainly relling them, "I want
you for a sex embrace and no
mare,” that toa | could stand. But
your complete lack of justice. of
cammon humanity, of considera-
tion for the rights of another, is
simply killing me.'*

These tortured letters reveal the dif-
ficulties of living an ideal with the im-
perfect legacy which our acculturation
has bestowed upon us. And if
heterosexual expression (which is at
least socially sanctioned) is problema-
tic, gay sexuality bas a myriad of itsown
problems, Dealing with one’s own mis-
ogyny or self-hatred (if a leshian), de-
finitions of masculinity (if o gay male),
and bearing the label of “*deviant™* ure
all very heavy issues to contend with.
Being differently-abled or outside the
bounds of what is considered **young"*
or “*beautiful’’, and a host of other life
situntions greatly complicate how one is
perceived as a sexual being and bow, in
turn, one perceives oneself,
srEsEEEEES

I read the above essay o the Kick It
Over collective and waited curiously
for a response. Lynna admitted to feel-

ing jealows in relationships with
women, even non-sexual ones, espe-
cially with bi- or heterosexual women
who scem to place men as thedr first
priority. Robyn (whose Monogamy,
Monotony, Monopoly button gave me
a starting point for this article) chastized
her stating that ““being jealous is as op-
pressive as eating meat and ultimarely
only hurts yoursell.”* **That's not
rue,”” protested Christopher Alice,
Since writing my article, | read two
articles in Our Generation by Alice
Wexler and Marsha Hewitt (*Emma
Goldman and Women'' and *'Emma
Goldman and the Case for Anarcho-
Feminizm'* ). Both of them worked ina
discussion of the split between Emma’s
ideal and her real lovefsex life which
Candace Falk’s book. Love. Anarchy
and Emma Goldman, for all its faults,
explored quite fully. Neither of them

imta_her lectures, She brooded
endlessly over her obsession with
the man, but never achieved any
real insight. The superficiality of
her lectures reflects not 5o much a
failure of candour as of thought,
she simply could not allow herself
to think deeply about her own ero-
tic life
I would disagree that Emma never
achieved any real insight or was unable
to think deeply about her own erotic life.
I think that her letters 1o Ben Reitman
were very honest and insightful.
Emma’s failire 10 be more honest on the
podium may have stemmed from her
understandable fear of being more vul-
nersble than she was already making
hersellf, We should be careful not to
;umzc Emrm (] harshi} by our own
. The

her love letters are the stuff of
consc raising groups, a forum

agreed with Candace Falk's
that Emma should have scaled down her
expeciations, but both felt she should
have been more honest with and ac-
cepting of herself. As Alice Wexler
wriles,

Celebrating love as liberating
and inspiring, *“the harbinger of
hope. of joy. of ecstacy.”” she
(Emmal kepr her darker know-
ledge 1o herself.

This, I think, is the deepest
limitation of Goldman's sexual
politics: that despite the unguished
richness of her own erotic life, she
was unable to reflect on it in uny
Sruitful way. Though she certainly
did not deny her own comtradic-
tory feelings. for Reitman par-
ticidlarly, she could not alfow her-
self o think about them, 10 unalyze
them, or integrate her comelisions

which did pot exist in her day. What her
lectures did, however imperfectly, was
to begin 1o create space for herselfl and
others to begin to view sexuality differ-
ently.

Had Emma’s letters to Ben Reitman
surfaced during her own day, they
would have certainly been suppressed
and probably bumed. It is fortuitous for
us that the letters have been discovered
and made public and that they have
much to teach us about ideals and the
difficultics of realizing them. | think
Marsha Hewiti’s admonition of how we
should approach Emma'’s letters applies
equally well to how we should face our
own and each other’s shoncomings:

**We cannot afford 1o dismiss these
contradictions. We must begin 1o
.ln:tlyu them with dignity and human-
iy.”

In the Beg

Power: The creative energy of the
universe ... the mysteriouy force
emanating from grandmaother Moon . ...
the determination of women nuriuring
through pain and persecution. . .

The Spirit of Turtle Island Native
Women’s Festival was a vibrant
celebration of the strength and power of
Native women through music, theatre
and story. Co-produced by Dakota-
Qjibway Productions and Womynly
Way Productions, the unigue festival
was held in Torono, August third,
1985

In the creation story of many Native
nations, woman was the first human,
and this continent is Turtle Island.
Daughter of Moon and of Thunder, she
had fallen from the sky, trailing seeds
from the Sky World in her hands. As she
plummeted toward the sea which cov-
ered the whole world, geese s their
wings to gentle her fall. Tunle offered
her back for Sky Woman to rest on,
Other animals dove to the bottom and
brought up earth for Sky Woman to
spread upon Turtle’s back. As she
caressed the earth with her dancing feet,
this Tuntle Island grew. She planted the
seeds, and gave birth, So Woman is the
Spirit of Tunle Island.

Traditionally, Native women were
the teachiers and keepers of the culture,
acknowledged leaders and decision-
makers, respected for their strength and
power. (In the Iroquois Confederacy,
the clan mothers appointed, guided, and
|f necessary deposed the chiefs.) But
| Native
women and displaced them from their
honoured position, to third-class
“*non-citizens™'. Today. as Native
women recognize and rejoice in the
power that has always been theirs, they
are giving binth (o their peoples’ re-

Turtle Island”

newed strength and pride.

The Festival represenied women
from diverse Native nations. Co-
producers Edna King, Ojibway, and Ivy
Chaske, Dakota, welcomed the **full
house’’. An Ojibway woman elder,
Mary Roberts, opened the Festival in
the traditional way, with a long prayer
of thanksgiving in Ojibwiy. The living
use of a traditional language is itself a
sign of continuing Native power.

Alanis Obomsawin, Abenaki film
maker, cast her enchantment as she in-
troduced each Festival offering. Direc-
tor of National Film Board films (such
as Mother of Many Children, a superh
documentary showing the varied lives
of Native women in Canada), she flew
in from Edmonton where she is cur-
rently filming the poverty of Alberta’s
Métis, and the despair within the Child
Welfare System. She has the pain of
Native women in her gut, but in her
stories and songs she visions their

The Sea Cows. photo cow of Ruth
Dwori s

mmn%mere Was Woman
a review of “The Spirit

by Catherine Verrail

beauty and redeems their pain.
Alunis feels oo, the pain of our

that you care and you'll be there. . .™"

The Sea Cows (Monique Majica,
French-Jewish and Cuna Rappahan-
nock, and Makka Kliest, Greenland
lmlll’ Imlwm them have 25 years of
f I theatre experi Their
own i the Witch’s

Mother the Earth — our
nourishment. The river near her reserve

Prophecy. hegins with delightful, car-
ing, but shifts 10 a harrowing

home is poll but in her h 2
song, it still flows on, & symbol of hope.
The English language represents and re-
creates non-equality. but Alanis re-
minded us

*'in all our languages

there is no he nor she,

we are the duldnm of the canh

and of the sea

The Métis singer and poet, Jane
Peloquin, who grew up “*white”" in New
Brunswick, sang of the hun, confusion
and pride in later finding and sccepting
her **Indian-ness™". Now working on a
Master’s degrec in education, she
shared the feelings of caring and respect
which enable learing —

put your arms around someone

let them know you care. . .

thy

tale told by witches in a competition for
the best story, We soon realize thut their
award-winning story is nota story at all,
but our own reality — the release of
nuclear power from its safe and sacred
place in the carth, the potential destruc-
tion of all life. With sapologetic, chilling
realism, the witches admit the story has
already begun ... “'it's already tumed
Ioose ... it can’t be called back...**

The four Thunderbird Sisters came
from & nation declared “‘extinet’” — the
Shinnecook Nation of Long Island,
New York State. Their own contempor-
ary Native American folk music takes
hold of the critical survival issues facing
Native Americans (and all of us) today

— their right to be a People in their own
land — women in stmp,gle— govem:
ment opy ion — nuclear di
One song honoured the elders, the
source of wisdom, the connection with
the knowledge of ‘‘who we are and
where we are going'* ... “‘Old One,
Wise One, tell us now the things we
must know. .."" Another song honoured
the Warriors — young men who uphold
the welfare of their people in various
ways.

A ringing, heart-throbbing song
about Power closed the Festival. **The
Sun is the source . . . the Sun is life..."”
pulsed with meanings. The sun is sym-
bol of the circle of life, the medicine
wheel, the universal life-energy. Sun is
bound to earth in the relationship which
sustains life on this planet, and we ig-
nore it al our peril. Sun gives solar
energy, a planei-saving alternative to
our present destructive =||=|'33-I forms.

**The Sun is the source ... the Sun is
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Democratizing the Republic and Radicalizing
Democracy

This is Pary 2 af an interview conducted lasi spring with Murray Bookchin in
Warerloo, Ontario. In Part |, Murray talked about the current changes in science,
technology and cluss structure, the noture of the new social conflicts, and, above
all, a new view of nanire needed to put an end to ecologicel destruction. In this
portion, he talks about developing a new libertarian politics. If you are interested in
some of Murray's more recent writings, see the box at the end of the arvicle.

KIO: One of the interesting things that
a friend was telling me is that many of
the 'new age” and feminisi spiritual
communtities of the 20°s in Germany
went along with the Nazis ‘mysticism,
MURRAY BOOKCHIN: That trou-
bles me immensely since I have a great
deal o do with Germany and I've done a
lot of reading into their past. The at-
tempt has been also o impute that ten-
dency to the Greens in Germany and 1
regard that as grotesque simplification
of what happened in Germany. For one
thing the Vandervogel divided com-
pletely. Some elements went to the fas-
cists and others went 10 the socialists.
Some became reactionarics and some
became revolutionanies.
KIO: What was the Vandervogel?
MB: The Vandervogel was the ** wan-
dering birds™". It was a youth movement
that developed earlier on in the 20th
century which was suffused with the
romantic love of nature, collective liv-
ing, living close to the natuml world,
trying to discover within oneself intui-
tive sentiments and an aversion to
capitalism. It's very one-sided 1o see in
these movements nothing more than a
drift towards an organicism — a
people’s community mentality that must
lead to fascism with its blood and soil
mythos. By no means did such a move-
ment have to go in that direction and by
no means did the movement consis-
tently go in that direction, Many people
in the Vandervogel movement were
later 1o feed into the nature philosophics
of Marxists like Emst Bloch or into es-
sentially anarchists like Gustave Land-
awer. They didn’t all become Nazis.

In fact, Nazism grew out more of the
Ist World War trench commdeship of
soldiers in bantle. That's what Hitler re-
ally regarded as community, a com-
munity of warriors in the trenches. Most
tried to avail themselves of the organic
drift in German thought and in German
poetry and in the German romantic
tradition, even going back as far as Hol-
derlin and Hegel and Schelling, but Hi-
tler himsell was a brute and he used
anything he could find including, and
may 1 say this very markedly, socialist
ideas. The Nazi flag was a red fag with
a swastika on it, just as Mussolini
adopted the black shirt becatse of the
popularity of anarchism in ltaly, They
were called “*blackshins''. The choice
of the black shirt was an attempt 1o
identify with the syndicalist tendencies
of lalian workers and anarchist senti-
ments, s0 what docs that mean, that
anarchism leads to fascism? [ can give a
better case of the fact that socialism and
social democracy leads to fascism than
the fact that the German romantic tradi-
tion led into fascism.

Hitler called his party the National

spired by that to finally create the whole
theatre of the Nuremburg rallies. His
program was anti- capmhs( He adopted
the |

an interview with Murray Bookchin

(Part 2)

they remember the extent to which you
can suck Hitler out of socialism and
even Musso]uu cut of anarchism? Mus-
solini d fhon as a teacher.

of the

Shall I now say that Marxism and fxu-
cism are equivalent?

KI10: One could.

MB: | don’t believe that Marx was a
fascist. | don’t think he was trying to lay
the groundwork for fuscism. By the
same token | don’t believe thar Schel-
ling was a fascist or that the Vander-
vogel movement was laying the
groundwork for fascism. This is utter
nonserse. Besides Hitler was cynical
about ali of this. He used every idea he
could find and patched it together into

an nctncu: hm]gc-pndgr. and wllhtn the
Nazi party this produced splits in which
the Schwager, the Black front split from
the Nazi party led by Adolph Strauss,
who was even more imporiant in the
Nazi party than }il!l:r He split I.'hc Nuu

I'm not saying that snarchism or
socialism fed into Nazism. But | also
insist where do people get off claiming
that the n romantic movement or
the German Vandervagel movement
and the love of nature movements in
Germany fed into Nazism? Why are
they so selective? Why don't they look
at their own ideologies and find the ex-
tent to which these feed into fascism,
and how much more compelling a case
can be made for that? It infuristes me
because the German Greens are being
¥ £ ot

guilted all over the place because of
their ecological perspective. And I think
that this is the crudest kind of, not only
reductionism, but vulganzation of the
extremely complex history of Germany
and of the mlrcmcly mmp]ca mlr |h:u

America —or more broadly in the world
— arcund the green movement? What
aceounts for its complexity and ity di-
vergencies?

MB: Let me first of all explain what 1
mesn by green politics because 1 don't
mean parliamentary politics and | don't
believe in capitulating to the siate or
trying to operate within it. That is a great
mistake. | believe in a liberarian poli-
tics. What I'm saying basically is that
anarcho-syndicalism can no longer suf-
fice to explain and to mobilize the forces
today that will change capitalism and in
my opinion hopefully rid us of this sys-
tem entirely.

What do | mean by politics? | go back
first of all 1o the Greek meaning of poli-
ties, I'm not talking of statecraft:
statecrafl is operating as a party within
the state with the view toward having
control of the state. When I use the word
politics, 1 go back to the original Hel-
lenic meaning of the word *‘polis”*, the
Athenian polis. | beg people not 1o re-
mind me of what [ already know: it was
patriarchal; it was militari
cluded a slave society and it was also
often very parochial. When 1 talk of
politics in the Athenian sense, 1 tlk of
the best features, the fact that citizens
paruupuled in 4 face to face democracy
in Athens, made decisions, had a militia
system, insofar as they were involved in
anything military, brought their own
arms and had a system of rotation
These are all libertarian notions: So
when | talk of politics, 1 talk of politics
in the sense of polis and community,
decentralized, confederal, built around
m:.-uion built around \'nrlilinn and
as
much as pumhl.: — in whmh you have
an active citizen body managing its own
affairs. That is what politics means o
me. When | talk of a libertarian politics,
I'mean literally that, a politics that is not
only democratic but libertarian and
structured around & decentralized soci-
ety without private ownership, in which
you have the collectivization and, above
all, the municipalization of the
ECONHTYY

I ulso believe that there hus been a
very marked faifure to separate politics
from stitecraft and that, unfortunately,
many very well meaning commdes have
gotten the two confused; | think itis very
important for us 10 separate the two. |
would never have entered into the
Peoples Front government as the CNT
did in 1936. But, by the same token, |
believe that on a Jocal level, one should
try and create again, restore and recover

24 &
structures — citizens councils and

party and ked it for
itself 1o the Prussian "runkm and the
italists, and d d that the party

Socialist German Workers Party. They
used the expression of the social demo-
cracy, "'un camerade’’. They used the
mass mobilization techniques of social
democracy. In fact Hitler was boggled
when he first came to Vienna by the
great serried ranks of workers marching
with red flags in Vienna and was in-

l'nllm-. through on a socialist program.
Of course Hitler purged the stormiroop-
ers because the bourgeoisic and the
Yunkers were afraid of this strong trip or
movement which was committed more
to the socialism than the racism and
blood and soil mythology of fascism.
So this is pure rubbish. Why don't

have played in |I|: p(ll:tln of the 20th
century.

KIO: In North America the Green
movement seems to be a mived bag, |
know that in Canada, and this is true
elsewhere, there are a hell of a lot of
careerists who get anracied 1o Green
politics like flies 1o a corpse. And there
are a lot of technocratic drifts within it
too. What do vou see emerging in North

citizens a blies — and try 1o form a
real underpinnings for managing the
community. So, 1 would vote on the
local but not on the national level,

I have a dissgreement with the Ger-
man Greens in that they take their ac-
tivities in the German Bundestag seri-
ously. 1 find that when they perform
theatre out there it's amusing; | can be
delighted by it but, if they are out 1o take
over the German Bundestag, 1think thar
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it is naive and I think at the same time it
leads to the politics of collaboration
with the social democrats and the liber-
als. That's not my politics at all. There
are fendencies in the Greens that are
very aware of that danger and really
opposc it. Many of them are the more
radical and libertarian tendencies
among the fundamentalists in the
Greens: | have great respect for them.

Today we cannot form a syndicalist
movement in the factories for the fact
the factories are disappearing, if not en-
tirely, of least dimimshing to a great
extent and the workforce is being re-
placed enormously by machines; this is
the locus classicus of socialist and
anarchist revolutions. | have to ask my-
selfl what is the other sphere in which
libertarians participate, and it has al-
ways been the communal sphere, Long
before syndicalism emerged in the
anarchist tradition, there was 2 com-
munalist tradition which dues back 1o
Proudhon and which appears in Kropot-
kin and | don't know why that's been so
completely neglected. Soif 1'm to take
that senously and update it up into our
own time and explore its logic com-
pletely, then [ have to ask myself: what
can | do to recover the neighborhood
and the community? How can 1 em-
power the citizens to take control of
their community at the base grassroots
level, not enter into the houses of Parli-
ament, the Bundestug or the American
Congress (as though you have a fat
chance of doing it anyway and thank
God we don’t) [and] not to develop the
bad habits of parlismentarism, but to try
to create neighborhood assemblics such
as we have in Burlington — town
meling fype forms — councils in
d them,
and confederate lhe communities into a
dual power againsi the centralized state

republican system permeated by demo-
cracy into @ centralized state or a con-
stitutional monarchy or a proletarian
dictatorship. You can’t translate this re-
publican system into a proletarian dic-
tatorship, if you're & Marxist, on the one
side, or into a syndicalist socicty, if
you're on the other, especially at a time
when the trade unions in America are
dying out on just the bread and butter
issues. | believe we have o start speak-
ing in the vocabulary of the democratic
revolutions. We have to unearth and
enlarge their libertarian content, 1 see no
other answer— strategically, tactically,

nnﬂlehnmufﬂ'beﬂmmlﬂdmm?
The i have

Tlle l'-'mwh Revo}nuon was not ruugm
Canitall

un the French Revolution; it used il. it
opposed the French | Remh.mun like ﬁlﬂ
It was for a

o the prob-
!ﬂn.ﬂhum:fmludx}- Wecan'tlive in
the past and simply repeat the traditional
slogans of the great workers' move-
ments that are gone, and will not reap-
penr l,gam‘ |n splle of Poland, Hungary

Their model was England, not Amrnca
In the U.S., there was a tremendous
conflict between the farmers on the one
side and the commercial interests and
aristocrats on the Atlantic seaboard, on
the other side. Dan Shay’s rebeilion in
1787 clinched the new constitution and
ended the Articles of Confederation but
the pew constitution still rewined its
libertarian features

I'm for democratizing the republic
and radicalizing the democracy, and
doing that on the grass roots level; that
will involve establishing libertarian in-
stitutions which are totally consistent
with the American tradition. We can’t
£0 back to the Russian Revolution or the
Spanish Revolution any more. Those
revolutions are alien to people in North
America. You can’t translate Commit-
tees of Carrespondence into Bolshevik
Parties. You can't translate town meet-
ings into Soviets. You can’t translate a
republican or democratic system or 8

They're not pro-
:.Iu:r.s of the enlightenmient in the way
the socialist and anarchist movements
were in the 19th century. The latter
came out of the French Revolution and
out of the American Revolution.

Now we live under the shadow of the
Bolshevik Revolution. The 20th century
is simply living in the darkness of that
Bolshevik success which was our
greatest failure. It's given us the cold
wars, paralyzed all radical movements.
You take sides: one side of the cold war
or the other. We have 1o spring that trap
and we have to break out of it. Looking
largely at where we were wrong, Fmight
venture the opinion that capitalism is not
u system that follows the old dislectical
cyclical forms of emergence, then
growth and then decay. Capitalism is
cancer. It has always been a cancer, It's
the greatest disease society ever suf-
fered

The Luddites were really right, that
doesn’t mean that | want to go back o
the stone age, but they were right all the
time when they tried to stop modem
machinery because modern machinery,
in the hands of capitalism, meant the
enslavement of society in the long run.

In their day they [Luddites] showed

9
pitalist market society which [ believe

more insight than we have ever given
them credit for. The attempts on the part
of the English squirearchy to keep the
British farmers on the land and to keep
them out of the hands of the capitalists
— however sclf-serving they were —
wits at least something to put a brake on
capitalism.

Capitalism has been permitted to run
rampant; it was originally designated as

is vicious — acancer in society from the
very word go — that has always broken

-through where other societies, tmdi-

tional societies which always tried o
stop it, have decayed. It's a saprophytic
organism — like a fungus which has
only been able to grow and break
through where traditional forms have
been decaying, which has lived off the
rot of tradifional societies. It has never

progressive and, in s progressive
phase, il was going to build up technol-
ogy. It was going o create the pro-
letziriat which would make the revolu-
tion, In contrast 1o that, a rebellious
peasantry is really staging all the re-
volutions we have today in the third
world, Irony of ironies! Bakunin should
be alive today 1o mock the Marxist
paradigm.

Capitalism is a social cancer. It has
always been a social cancer. | the
discase of society. it is the malignancy
of society. And I do not hesitate 1o say
that anything that could have stopped its
development — short of something
even worse than capitalism — would
have been s desideratum. | have re-
flected upon many positions | have held
in the past as a Marxist, and to some
extent even as an anarchist, and | have
recognized that two centuries of radicals
have been misreading the history of the
modern world. Just as the women's
movement has had 1o go back thousands
of years to recover where we went

wrong with the emergence of patriar-
chy, so 1 realize where we went wrong
with the emergence of capitalism, We
went wrong hundreds of years ago. But
we have been working with Victorian

been o wholesome illuminating light in
the world today. This has caused me 1o
reflect upon u hundred and fifty years of
revolutionary thinking and 1o ask myself
some very far-reaching questions.
[Now] I regard capitalism as destruc-
tive only in the sense that it will tear
everything down (which is not what we
[ Murxists] meant by self-destructing:
we thought that it would create forces in
opposition to it and that would hold back
technological growth). On the contrary,
capitalism has gone mad technologi-
cally and it is promoting a technological
growth that the world has never seen
before; it’s going out into outer space.
Bat in addition, I see that the so-called
bourgeois revolutions were not
bourgeois revolutions. The French Re-
volution was sin to the bourgeoisie; it
was a constitutional monarchist
bourgeoisic which opposed the sans
coull In America the American Re-
volution horrified Hamilion, who tried
to establish (and he was the dissenting
voice of the American bourgeoisie) a
monarchy and wanted Washington (o
become the first King George.
Washington refused. being the Virgi-

nian artstocrat he was, and insisted upon

a republican system of virtue, and thus
arrested this development towards

lism in Ameri c constituti
that was I'ramcd was framed, not by a
peoisic, but i great part

Jeologies about the progressive role of

&
capitalism, about :m role of
l:rlmnlog) and the pm{uem\: role of
the proletariat. All of these notions have
been wrong, which is not to say, again,
that | want to go back to the stone age. It
is not to say that | am opposed to
technology. What Lam opposed to is the

l\} agranan classes, Even if many of
them were involved with capitalism,
they were still agrarian classes, a
yeomanry, as well as Virginia aristocrats
who had non-capitalist values, however
much they tried to contain the *'lower
classes™




So now I'realize that we have to elicit
the libertarian dimension out of these
revalutions, because | do not believe
that the bourgeoisie existing now could
ever make a Spanish revolution possible
again, It wouldn't last six hours. Forget
about four vears. They'll come out with
bazookas and missiles; they'll come out
with their Green Berets, their radar and
their bombers and wipe out everything
in just & matter of days, just as they did
in Chile, with not even that sophisticated
an army. They could have settled the
Vietnam war with hydrogen bombs if
they had wanted 1o, if they were not
concerned with public opinion or
domestic opinion. But what are we
saying when we suy that? Wr say that
their own an

Spain; or it has 1o go into insurrection
and imagine a Germany in insurrection!
So. they have o move somewhere, or
else their extraparliamentary movement
would dissolve back into social democr-
acy or become demoralized, as so many
extrapariiamentary movements have in
North America. So, if it has to move

very strong libertarian proclivity who
want to remain independent of the So-
cial Democrts, and who are eager to
develop their own libertarian form of
organization with close connections
with the e li
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political power, just like the Luddites
tried to stop industrialization, not be-
cause they were against machines, but
because they were against wage labour
and the factory system, and realized that

A wonderful d development hns been the
transformation of a Leninist/Maoist like

towards a political sphere, the
is what kind of political sphele will it
move toward? Was it going o be au-
thoritariun, liberal or libertarian? They
chose a libertarian direction, by and
large, and now they're finding out
whether or not that libertarian direction
is going 10 be preserved with its rotation
of representatives, and with its very
close ties 10 the extraparliamentary

paralyze their upermmnx. and their own

inhibit thcm I‘mm acting freely. Then
they'll have to get rid of these republi-
can institutions and democratic institu-
tions; our job is to stop that, and to
enlarge them and bring out their liber-
tarian dimension on a municipal level
and finally create u ter-force of an

. Or are they going to move
into & strict statecraft parliamentarian
form? Those are the fights that are being
fought out there.

In the U.S. and Canada, all this is
coming from the top down. Six people
get together and say, *‘Look, the Ger-
man Greens are so successful.’” They
don’l Ikn(rwwhy They don't understand

S

empowered citizenry on a local level
and a confederal system of relation-
ships, 1I'm not talking of parochial iso-
lated cities, but of o confederal dual
power that will oppose the centralized
power in the name of the highest ideals
of the revolutionary era, which spans

EWT

"‘“j

from the English revolution up to the
Spanish revolution. Are people pre-
pared 1o think that far ahead and to re-
evaluate this whole experience? Or am |
going to be ten years behind or ten years
ahead so that nobody can accept that?
That is a dilemma I'm personally faced
with when [ voice these opinions,

The Greens in Germany represent a
promising development not in terms of
theirintent to take power or function as s
party. What is amazing about the Ger-
man Greens i the factionalization going
on over the various issues 1'm discus-
sing implicitly. They're not as con-
scious, | suspect, of these issues as lam.
Rather they 're not as conscious of these
issues as | think they should be, But they
intuitively feel that these are the issues
they are debating, and the various fac-
tions inside the Greens have tumed the
Greens into the most radical movement
imaginable; | mean, that 1 have seen in
Europe or any place. When one talks of
Greens in Canada or the U.S., re-
member that the Greens in Germany
came out of an extraparliamentary
movement that had probably reached its
limits. How far can an extraparliamen-
tary movement go? It ell!m has 1o go

that hund of people
were brought into motion fighting nuc-
lear reactors, fighting missiles, fighting
citizens” initiative movements, involv-
ing many people who are closer 1o the
Christian Democrats than to the Social
Democrats, and that the Greens came
out of that movement, Here, without
any social movement, they organize a
party and they make it as authoritarian
as possible, and they stant dictating to
the people what kind of parliamentarian
movement they're going to create, |
think it’s terribly |mporl.um that liber-

Eb of the C League in
Northern Germany and his colleagues
who have undergone great transforma-
tions. And I've had di jons with

it was th g their way of life. By
the same token, mv concern is not to
establish a muni:ipal confederation
which exists side by side with the pow-
erful state. My concemn |s 10 see that the
I Ic\cl act as a bmke upon the

them. One of them told me, *“Two years
ago, what you said would have been
anethma, but now I agree with 90% of
what you say,” and they've largely
abandoned all their Leninist principles,
and have moved in a highly libertarian
direction. These are, by the way,
hardline Maoists who were in the work-
ers' movement in Hamburg where you
have shipyard workers, you know, real
heavy proletarian Red Hamburg —
which Hitler only visited once and said,
**Damn Hamburg, if | could only get it
out of Deutschland, 1 would be de-
lighted."" He would have wanted to sur-
gically excise it. These were strong-
holds of the socialist and communist
parties of the 1930,

That has been terribly encouraging.
There has been an elab network

of the state and ultimately
lead to the abolition of the centralized
state in a free municipal confederation
of wwns and cities and villages struc-
tured in a libertarian form,

You know this is an ideal that is ages
old. It belonged 1o the early Swiss con-
federucy, not the present one. It was an
ideal that existed in New England. Far-
mers in New Hampshire and Vermont
and the upper valley tried to establish a
republic of towns and cities during the
American Revolution, and in the after-
math of the American Revolution
against the federal centralized state.
These are notions that Americans can
understand and that have meaning in
contrast ‘with the old sociail"il nminnsi af

2 the

oo Ihnl !here isan a:ummu: program of

established in Germany through this
extraparliamentary movement which is
very encouraging, which [ hope will act
as a correction of the Greens. Let me
emphasize that if the Greens go with the
Sociul Democrats, they will follow a
logic that is very tragic. They will lose
their identity. A very important thing
lhal 1 also learned is that politics is an
ion; it's not just power. The at-

tarians. initiate such d on
the local level or else this whole thrust
will be taken over by suthoritarians, or
by Marxists who shrewdly take over
quite frequently what we often initially
start, So, | think it's very important for
us 1o think these things out, and to talk
them out, and to weigh them carefully.
or clse we'll be dreaming the old day-
dreams of Spain, and the Paris com-
mune of 184%, or Bakunin on the bar-
ricades, or Kropotkin in Petrograd dnd,
in the meantime, history will just pass us
by.

_toward an
ecological society

KI0: ] was just wondering briefly what
kinds of libertarian trends you have
seen in Germany?

MEB: Well the most amazing things that
1 have seen in Germany are some of the
people in the Greens and the people that
I"ve encountered or spoken to, and the
kinds of discussions that have taken
place regarding the attempt to develop a
libertarian political movement. I've
seen this most notably among the
Remer Greens and the city council of

into some kind of sy
and stabilize itself as the CNT did in

Frankfurt. They are *‘fundis’” (as the
more radical Gmm are called) with a

tempt to develop a libertarian politics
means to educate people not o take
power buun educate people to empower
That's why | emphasize the
local level not the national level.
My concern is with the communalist,
community oriented level and 1'm sim-
ply trying to follow out the logic of that
as it apolics 1o the 1980°s.
KI10: Hasn't city government become
really statified in the last ten yeurs?
MB: Yes, the state has appeared
everywhere. The question now is to try
10 disengage citics and towns from the
state by mutually confederating with
each other and developing some son of
networks where resources can be moved
back and forth. I'm not looking for a
stable situation where you have munici-
pal government co-existing with the
state government. I'm concerned with
developing local inulilutinm —
neighborhood bl i

not just coll

tion. The township should have control
over the land; it should have control .
over the industries. Collectivization it- |
self can lead many different directions.
So, in Spain, the co-ordinating role of
the trade unions was not without its
centralistic features, Please let's not kid
ourselves about the Spanish industrial
collectives during the revolution in
Spain. You can also have competition
between collectivized industries in a
market economy. Municipalization
means the municipality controls it
through neighborhood organizations or
through town meetings.

So remember that I'm not only talk-
ing about a certuin kind of liberturian
politics. I'm also talking about
municipalist economics. Many people
think these ideas are new to me. but
they're not. In the last issue of Anar-
chos, published in 1971, 1 wrote a piece
called Spring Offensives and Summer
Vacations. Those were the days in the
60°s when you had spring pffensives.
And | mocked the idea that they went on
offensives in the spring. then vacated
for the summer and everything died. But
what I advanced in that editorial — and
1'm wlking of ideas advanced almost 15
years ago — was the commune of com-
munes based upon the Amencan Tiber-

hood councils that will h: rhmwn into
dynamic opposition 10 the centralized
state. My most nt concem is (o
stop the centralization of economic and

Anarchism
¢ Mqrray Elockchm

tarian that ped out of the
revolution. There [ wrote that it"s neces-
sary for anarchists to intervene in local
politics and create new kinds of local
structures — municipal structures such
as neighborhood assemblies, town
meetings, neighborhood councils — to
take control of municipal governments
and confederate them nationally and
counter pose them to the centralized
state. That all appeared in 1971 and
someope wrote a reply to me stating that
anarchists should never partic
any elections of any kind and criticized
me for holding that view.

KI10O: S50, Murray, are you saying that
anarchists should run for city govern-
meni?

MB: No, I'm saying that city govern-
ment, as you call it, has to be re-
structured at the grassroots level, These
governments will not really be govern-
ments in the traditional statist form.
Therefore what anarchists should be
doing is not hesitating to get involved in
local politics to create forms of onganiz-
ation in which they may run once
they ve established these forms for

continued on page 17




Kick It Over

From Utopia to Community

a history of Western commumtanamsm

The purpose of this article is to survey
some of the attempis to create an alter-
native society that have occurred in
western civilization, and to suggest
some approaches that we might now
take towards this goal. The social
change movement, if it is 1o maintain
any degree of relevance, must begin to
build an alternative society based on the
principles it advocates; it is uscless to
protest or seek changes from multina-
tional corporations busy raping the en-
vironment and enslaving Third World
populations, from politicians who re-
quire the financial backing of these cor-
porations or from a general public which

s the stereotypes of the mass
medix and o an !ncm:mg degree) the

of fund ist religi-

Nl.\ evangelists. It is difficult to predict
just how Jong it will ke our social
system to eollapse under the weight of
greed and guilt imposed by capitalism;
the Roman Empire lasted four centuries
after the regimes of Nero and Caligula
exposed its fundamental corruption, and
capitalism has shown an ability to re-
spond to short-term challenges. The
protest movement has scored no major
victories since the sixties, and endured
many setbacks; although protest may
slow down the rate of social deteriora-
tion and buy us enough time to try other
solutions, it is futile to regard it as any-
thing more than a rearguard action,

That gives rise to the question of what
will happen when the mcl.l.l system
based on capitalism does

singly or in very small units in very
small living spaces; we are offered a
variety of video and computer amuse-
ments, partly to replace other human
beings and pantly as an incentive to
compete for highly paid jobs,
Throughout the history of the state,
there have been attempts to devise the
ideal community. [n ancient and early
modern times these attempis were
highly theoretical, as the people who
wrote about them had little or no pros-
pcﬂufpumng I!\em:mopm:lu.‘e These

sumably at the point when it runs nr:r
natural resources 1o exploit. Total nuc-

lear or environmental destruction is a
real possibility. as is the break-down
into small warring units which followed
the Roman Empire’s collapse. It is also
quite i that the coll

or utopias, could
be dlwdcd into two. gmups. the
technocratic which envisualized solu-

\Iullcn._rn.i many of their more
materialistic doctrines. (Many Huner-
ites escaped 1o establish communities in
America.) At the same time, a church-
supported alternative soclety existed at
the monasteries and nunneries, at which
the “‘intellectuais* (those able 1o read
and write) were separated from the
“‘common people’” as an additional
means of social control. Also suppres-
sed was the atempt of the 17th century
Diggers to establish common land on St.
George's Hill in Weybridge; they were
the first 1o build a community based on
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by Gary MofTatt

one of the few attempts 1o statistically
measure the factors thar enable com-
munities 1o survive a long period of
time, She found that long-lived com-
munitics are more likely than short-
lived ones to follow such practices as
signing over one’s personal property on
Jjoining the community, spending over
2f3 of the day with other members,
holding daily group meetings, group
singing (with songs about the commun-
ity), renunciation of the couple or pair
bond (in favour of cither free Jove or
celibucy), controls on sexual activity,

their own as opposed 1o the
literal Biblical interpretations of

by of those leaving for
property or labour they had contributed,

Munzer, Grebel and Hutter, thus public denouncement and collective
bridging the © tion from relig puni of deviants, mutual criti-
radical utopians who daily looked for cism or group coﬂfc\alm mlm:al sur-
Jesus' second coming to rationalisti veillance, disti g of

communism, from utopias in the sky to
communities on earth,

By the 18th century, a breakdown in
dual church-state control of society
coupled with availability of vast areas of
land in the new world made it possible to
launch a variety of experiments in
community without the prospect of in-
stant suppression. Plato and More had
assumed that each member of their
theoretical utopias would consent to live
according to the Founder's precepts,
and a similar assumption guided at-
tempts 1o form socialistic communities
based on the premises of Robert Owen
and Charles Fourier. It was found that
people who had come to these com-
munities seeking casier working condi-
tions were: 1ot willing 10 be thus re-
d, and none of the communities

tions to all our problems based on sci-
ence and social engineering, and the en-
vironmentalist which stressed the im-
portance of trying 1o live in harmony
with nature rather than bludgeoning it
into submission. In ancient Greece, the

might make it possible to blish a
society based on the principles of

technocratic trend was most notably

mistizal aid, of small social T
units -practising ethics of personal { p
hin b with the rule by p

ecological system and of ndjumn;
matters of common concern through
federations. The greater the extent to
which we are able to create such a social
system before the now d one

d by Plato with his social en-
posals based on
hilosopher kings, the
mentalist by Diogenes, who held that
civilization was a mistake and upheld
the simple, natural life. By the 1Tth
century, such utopists as Andraea, More

collapses, the greater will be the
chances of its becoming the dominant
pattern after the collapse.

The concept of a tribal society is by
no means untested; of the million or so

and Campanella had el d science to
the domination of society, emphasizing
the need for industrial development and
an authoritarian state, (This was what
we got, though the resulting social sys-
tem lacks the benevolence these utopists

¥ d.) nvi I

years the human race has inhabited this
planet, tribes constituted virually the
oaly form of association until problems
associated with damming the Nile river
resulted in creation of the first larger
governing unil some 6000 years ago.
From this the modern state has evol

tion was carricd into western thought by
paganism (which never entirely disap-
peared after the Roman Empire de-
stroyed the Druids), and from such Old
Testament prophets as Amos through
the Es {who founded environ-

and the state has been the fundamental
enemy of the tribe (which commands
allegiance that the state must
monopolize in order to pursue its goals),
The state’s destruction of tribalism is
now entering its final stages with the
genocide of remaining primitive tribes
in such countries as Brazil and
Guatemala. For a time the state encour-
aged perpetuation of the nuclear family.
whose patriarchal control provided a
form of repression complementary to
that of the state, but the corporate state
eveniually chose to break up family
units by requiring the members to dis-
perse around the continent to the various
points at which it is most convenient to
employ each of them. Loss of contact
with parents and siblings placed in an
additional strain on marital relabionships,
resulting in a notable increase of *“single
parent™” familics. Now most of us live

mentalist communities around the fime
of Christ) to such medieval thinkers as
the Carmelite friar Henry Parker and
Robert Crowley, who in his  Vision of
Piers Plowman  advocated Christian
communism for both this world and the
next. In our own century, environmen-
talist utopias have been envisualized by
such science fiction writers as Aldous
Huxley (The lsland), Frank Herbert
(Dune) and Ursula LeGuin (The Dis-
possessed),

In western civilization, it was Chris-
tian dissenters who made the first at-
tempis 10 turn utopian theory into prac-
tical community practise. Since the
interests of the state and the established
church were to a large exient com-
plementary, both helped suppnm und

Imdmlhnnnuryfewycm In the
late 1960s and 1970s there were a
number of altempts by anarchistically

oriented young people 1o start com-
munities with few or po rules where
people could **do their own thing:"" this
didn’t work either and the experiments
were quite short-lived, Other com-
munities had a longer life span, though
they found it hard to transmit al-
tes 1o younger ;_cncmluna and rarely

lived the fi 2 ion (with
exceptions; the Sh:kcr communities
lasted from 1774 1o 1947). Generally,
the longer-lived communities held
people united by either common, fun-
damentalist religious beliefs
(Doukhobors, Hutterites, Amish) or by
a charismatic leader (i.c. John Hum-
phrey Noyes at Oneida, or currently
Stephen Gaskin at The Farm or Charles
Dederich at Synanon).

This contrast has created a suspicion
that communities need a high degree of
regimentation to survive. This seems

massacre the
by the Taborites and J\n.nh.u;m-u« llaltl
known as Hutterites) which had directly

confirmed by the rescarch of Rosabeth
Moss Kanter, whose Commitment and
Community (Harvard, 1972) contains

moral grounds and we:mng of uniforms.
This gives rise to the question of
whether establishment of communities
practising alternative lifestyles is worth
the large-scale sacrifice of personal
freedom that appears to be necessary to
enable them to succeed.

And yet, creation of some pattern of
alternative lifestyles is necessary if we
are 1o create a social system based on
mutual aid which we hope will eventu-
ally prevail. We have seen capitalism
co-opt both the social democrats’ at-
tempt to institute social change at the
political level and the co-operative
movement's attempt 1o improve
peoples’ economic conditions while
leaving political power with the state (it
is noteworthy that Franco massacred the
anarchists but allmd lhc gmwrng co-
o

sur\flul Mlpsmmhsmmw
restore the tribe as the basic social unit.

A tribal unit is small enough that its
members can enjoy the basic consensus
about goals and means that larger com-
munities find it hard to attain, and feder-
ations of tribes might find it easier 1o
waork together than do large numbers of
individuals. Some federations can work
in the cities for basic social change,
others 1o create the free village com-
munities in which (as Kropotkin and
Bookchin envisualize) the small group
would be sutonomous and everybody's
physical needs met. To antain this re-
tribalization, we should create com-
munity switchboards in major popula-
tion centres to plug people of similar
interests into one another and begin cre-
ation of an alternative economy, 0

Kick It Over welcomes other sugges-
tions of how this process might be ac-
complished and will print some of these
in an upcoming **Act Locally™ ixsue.



Show You Hear

Among my people

it is rude

to listen to snother
without making noises
of acknowledgement.

A famous anthropologist
now deceased

said the invention

of the boat

started race prejudice

It is rude

1o listen o this silently
The world says
o “'real’” woman
has gratefully ac

It is unsafe

to listen (o this.

A black woman
loving other women
defies the narrow line
and draws the spiral
of her own

fire dances.

Make a noise

of acknowledgement.

- God Bless

Amenca stinds
sin-foot-six
with broad shoulders
otled black hair
with a part on the side
a quick lopsided smile
warm, firm handshake
relentless wit
and a long stride past the woodpile
. I'm

still
buried
under. .. .



Covenant

We are the daughters
of the strongest daughters —
tropical birds swged in leaves
Our hair dlotrichous
und thighs stretched taut
IMIITar reverence
for banyam and bell,
foree. oy lnwaerd
toward Ghanaian fire
where the ue magic lics
We waich a pale people
who wish themselves
dmirmets of the exotic
while storing away their pold
for the denth of their children
We know a sad people
who lashed vur mothers
1o stop the flow of milk,
howled in boly seripture
for the B ol our blood.
We are dark women
trilling at the wind
pounding up the dust
with shosiders and teeth bared



A Sister Gives Warning

She stands before the audience —
her beaded plaits sweeping
forehead and ears
like wild winter ivy —
and peace shead of time
past Johanneshurg
through Grenada
to Nicaragua.
She swallows pink pills
with water from Montreuil
to still the twisting noose
purge the thick venom.
Her tears sprinkle yellow roses
blessed for Ashanti goddesses
who trill eanthbound reveries
nor pathered safely
in the pleats
of her skirns.
She tells us she's dying
and we all applaud wildly
push to seck an autograph
from the woman stranger
who stares blankly
at the wall

by Terrl Jewell




an interview with Noam Chomsky
A Libertarian Analysis of Central Amenca

Noam fﬁmmh Iy u h.-u,um and a political commentutor. He hus writien

extensively on deep structures’

in language, and on international impertaltsm.

Heix Best known for hix warks on the Middle Easrand on U.S, foreign policy. In this
brief interview, Chomsky effers hiy views on the current world situation, partici-

larty in relarion to Central America.

K.LO. In the past you've said that the
U.S. hay an imerest in driving Third
World revolutions into the Soviet camp,
and precluding the possibility of an an-
dependent path of development. Would
you like 1o elaborate on this?

N.C. The pamary interest of the US in
the Third World s to ensure that there is
no threat to the freedom (o rob and
exploit. In the event of some develop-
ment. revolutionary or not, that
threatens this interest, the USA will
seek to abort it. The means sclected will
viry depending on a wn.‘p: range of :n

cation (retrospective and prospective)
for the attacks we launch against them in
defending them.

Suppose that subversion or aggres-
ston do not succeed in returning the po-
tentially roten apple 1o the happy state
of Haiti or Guatemala. Then the fall-
back position is to drive i into the hands
of the Russions, again justifying harsh
measures that have been and will be
taken. A further benelit is that Soviet
influence is cenain fo strengthen the
more brutal and repressive elements that
will be found in any revolutionary

An e
list y is i re-
gnnhﬂ 3 dﬁmmml to the primary
interest, as, for example, in Guatemala
in 1954, where US subversion over-
threw & reformist capitalist democracy
and installed — and has since main-
tined — regimes that resemble Nazi
Germany as closcly as any in the con-
temporary workd, A still more serious
development, naturully, is one that

b tor direct d i

towards the needs of the indigenous
population, hence impeding the right of
robbery by the owners and managers of
US society. or its clicnts, In this case,
severe measures must be undertaken, up
10 savage aggression, s in the case of
the US attack against South Vietnam,
then the rest of Indochina,

US interveation hus been guided by 5
rational version of the domino theory.
The concern i that if some region, how-
Wlmiptlf'm undertakes social and
economic deévelopment in terms that
might be rmnnlngl’ul to oppressed and

I people here, then
"lfu.- rot will spread” — 1o use me ter-
minology of the planners — and others
may seek to do likewise. The demonsir-
ation effect of successful development
outside of the framework of US domi-
nation is the major This

or regime, and that come o
the fore in the course of violence and
aggression — another benefit that fol-
lows from our aftack in defense of our
victims, since the more brutal and op-
pressive they are, the less likely the de-
monstration effect. This pattern has
been repeated over and over again, most
recently in the case of Nicaragua. The
US is seeking desperately to compel
Nicaragua to seek Soviet aid, to justify
the US amsck against it. Such prop-
aganda exercises as the 1981 White
Paper are typical expressions of this
need, this time in the case of El Sal-
vador,

As this process conlinues in its
familiar way, the victim will indeed wm
towards the Soviet Union or its clients
for support, and the more brutal and
repressive clements within will gain
greater power under foreign attack. The
next step is for the imellectuals inthe US
and its client sates 1o shed crocodile
tears over the betrayal of the revolutio-
niry promise, thus contributing further
to the attacks that have exactly this as
their intent, Again, Nicaragua is a cur-
rent example of 4 process that is familiar
and entirely predictable,

In the case of Indochina, the attack
:gi:nil South Vietnam (then all of In-

hina) was ied by efforts to

explains why tiny and m-ng.ml'lum
countries such as Laos or Grenada have
been the victims of such extraordinary
US hostility; Laos, for cxample, was
subjected 10 some of the most savage
bombing in history in an effort 10 termi-
nate 4 mild social revolution in remote
northerm areas, pot because the US had
any interest in Laos but out of fear that
the rot might spread. In fact, as the
documentary record shows, the major
motive for the 25-year US war against
Viemam was the fear that the rot of
successful development in terms that
might be meaningful for the Asian poor
might spread, so that the whole US-
dominated system in Asia might ulti-
mately unrmvel.

For the domestic population and the
colonies (such as Canada), it is neces-
sary to presemt aggression as defense.
Thiss the US is invariably defending the
country it attacks, just as the Russians
are defending Afghanistan, or as Nazi
Germany was defending itself from Po-
land. For the past generation, we have
been defending such countries as
Guaternala, South Vietnam, the Philip-
pincs, El Salvador, etc. . from the Rus-
sians (for a time, we could defend them
from Communist China, but now that
option has been lost). If the ferocity of
our attack succeeds in compelling its
victims to seck Russian support, so
much the better; that provides a justifi-

shore up the US position in the sur-
mounding region. Thus, the US-backed
massacre of some 500,000 people,
mostly landless peasants, in Indonesis
in 1965 was greeted with such pleasure
in the West, and wis used by American
liberals to justify their support for the
“defense” of South Vietnam, which
provided a *'shield"" behind which these
*dramatic changes”" could tike place.
Canadian indusiry was a major_be-
neficiary. The same is true in Central
America, The Kennedy sdministration
rencted to the **loss of Cuba®' by shift-
ing the mission of the Latin American
military from **hemispheric defense” to
“internal security’’ — that is, war
againgt the domestic population — thus
sﬂtingaﬂ'n plague of repression with no
pltwdcnl |r: the bkniy hlsl-‘r}‘ of lhc
the i

laud our commitment to freedom,
human rights and democracy. There is
nothing surprising in any of this,

K.LO. Marxists, like their bourgeois
precursors, have an ideology which

talitarianism, The effect of the US -
tack will, predictably, enhance their
power. It is difficult 10 estimate the ef-
fect of the various factors: in bringing
about this development, and it is, in
fact, something of an idle exercise totry
to do 0. As to whether imperial savag-
ery can be combatied in other ways, that
too is hard 10 say. In Vietnam, for
example, the NLF in the south was a
mmﬂnxu)- more diverse and deten
than the dic

North Vietnum, but it was d:muluhed
in the course of the American attack,
leading — again predictably — to the
North Vietnamese tkeover that is now
deplored by westemn hypocrites. It is
easy for us fo sit back and give advice,
but things look differcat at the wrong
end of the guns. Iam not convinced that
we have much to teach the victims of our
violence.

K.L.O. Do indigenous peoples like the
Miskito Indians offer a potential alter-
native model of development in the
Third World, one more in keeping with
libertarian vitlues?
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'Nmnchmly

fibertarian values?

N.C. The Miskito Indians have a right
1o live their own lives as they wish, but |
am awirc of no indication that du.-lr

dership has any o

libertarian values. It should be nm:d
that the Miskotos have been treated very
badly by the Sandinistas, though they
are pot simply slaughtered as has been
the usual practice under US rule, most
recently in Guatemala, 10 take only one
striking example. Their current de-
mands have much justice, but it is again
worth noting that similar demands
elsewhere in the continent would be
dismissed with ridicule, and, if pressed,
would be met with a response mnging
from harsh repression to outright
genocide. A citizen of the US or Canada
taken at random is more likely 10 know
of the Miskitos and their travail than of
any other Indian group in Latin Amenica
(or probably at home), but that simply
reflects anather trivmph of the Ameni-
can propaganda system and the hypoc-
rites who parrot its effusions. (]

The Leninists That Wouldn’t be

by Hon Hayley

Some people claim that the Leninists
in Nicamgua aren't really Leninists at
::II ane carrying on in a IIhcmniln way,

lowing all sorts of exg to
I'Inumll. And I tell them it”s just a matter
of time before the clampdown comes. In
mid-October, the Nicaraguan govern-
ment issued a decree suspending civil
liberties.

On Monday, October 21, six days
after the decree limiting public free-
doms was issued, vice-president Sergio
Ramirez Mercado called a news confer-
ence and sought to minimize its impor-
ance

Mr. Ramirez said that people were
still free to move about as they pleased,
and that citizens accused of crimes that
were nol political would still be
i all the rights they had held.

favaurs nation-state centrali; In
Nicaragua, this gets reinforced by the
aggressive policies of the U.S. How
miuch is ideology and how much is vir-
cumstance, and is there any way out of
this dilemma?

N.C. There certainly are clements in
the Sandinista revolution that are com-
mitted to the Leninist model of to-

He said the decree only affects “‘those
who are involved in conspiratorial sc-
tivities against the revolution and the
country's internal order.™

He said that ““meetings of a social,
political, festive or religious nature”
would require prior approval by the au
thorities, and that *“organizations with a

political economic or social charncter’
could be formed only with official per-
Missomn

““We say this because in the state of
anarchy or extreme liberality that some
individuals and groups were trying to
create before the state of emergency,
they had gone to the extreme of or-
ganizing associations and co-
operative groups without even con-
sulting or asking legal permission
from the state,”* Mr. Ramirez said

My, my, the audacity of those
people! It soems that the state’s attitude
towards *‘snarchy’ is the same
everywhere. What would the reaction
be by the Nicaraguan solidarity groups
if the Canadian government iried the
same tricks here? You wouldn't hear the
end of it! What's good for the Nicari-
guan people is obviously not good
enough for us Canadians. If any of our
readers have any contact with those
““anarchists”” who are causing Mr
Ramirez sleepless nights. plesse pul
them in touch with us and we will do
what we can 1o publicize their situation. ]




Kick It Over

The True Story of Sandino

The visitor to post-revolutionary
Nicaragua learns quickly the identity of
two strong totemic individuals. The
portraits of these two are 1o be found
practically everywhere — painted on
walls in the barrios, held aloft in politi-

fiefdom with U.S. backing for 45 years
through three changes and two genern-
tions,

Snm.l:nn his brother, «ml two guer-

some of its own members) o as some
new kind of hybrid between the Marxist
theory of class struggle and Christian
Iﬂbc‘lllngs on social justice (by its non-

rilla 1 were mach d
o death in 1934 on the tarmac nf the

cal parades and di used as
a backdrop for the current leadership
during their public-speaking appear-
ances.

One is the namesake of the Revolu-
tion, Augusto César Sandino. Physi-
cally a rather small man in life, almost
dainty, he shows up today in Nicaragua
often on the scale of a giant. Still, at full
enlargement, he looks most of all like an
adolescent playing cowboy in his boots
and his spurs, a six-shooter strapped 10
the hip, bullet-studded bandoleers slung
across the chest, and his head dwarfed
by a tremendous Stetson.

Nothing could be further from the
troth. From 1928 to 1933, this small
man and his guermilla army of peasants
and radical adventurers were the
scourge of the U.S. Marines who oc-
cupied the country. Labeled a *‘ban-
dit*", Sandino proved uncapturable. Fi-
nally, his military artistry and his pat-
riotic intransigence on behall of
Nicaragua's sovereignty forced the
Marines to pull out. Not only 4 national
hero to many Nicaraguans, the reputa-
tion of Sandino has enduring respect
throughout Latin America.

The other man is depicted with a head
of curly black hair, glasses 1o match,
and a well-tended goatee — a look
which betrays the background of a
university-trained intellectual. Harder
o identify, he is Carlos Fonsecn
Amador. Fonseca was the founder,
along with current Minister of the
Interior Tomas Borge and a third man,
of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion
Nacional (FSLN). His surviving col-
leagues in the FSLN are the cadre who
presently ron Nicamgus.

Belonging to totally different genera-
tions in life, Sandino and Carlos
Fonseca Amador are linked together as
martyrs in death. Both fell victim to the
hated Somoza family — the lamily
which ruled Nicaragua fike a privaie

rpoit. The orders to kill
them were given by Anastasio Somoza
Garcia, the strongman head of the
Nicaraguan National Guard. Fonseca
fell in 1976 during a guerrilla bantle with
the forces of Somoza's second son,
Nicaragoan President Anastasio
Somoza Debayle,

In July 1979, as the world knows, an
immense mass movement allied with &
broad coalition of parties and organiza-
tions finally succeeded in toppling the
Somoza dynasty. The FSLN, which had
grown from a membership of several
hundred at Fonseca's death to about
5000 militants at the moment of the
“*final offensive’” against the regime,
quickly emerged as the pre-eminent
force in the post-revolutionary balance
of power. It was the best organized —
and the best armed.

In no small measure, one other factor
has been responsible for the FS
success. Namely, there has been o
superior dexterity on the part of the
FSLN in garbing itself, and i1self alone,
with the considerable mantie of the
hero, Sandino. In the minds of many,
the FSLN and **Sandinismo™ have be-
come virtually synonymous. It is the
members of the FSLN who are the

2 friends and by others of its
own members).

But Sandino, unfortunately for bath,
was neither & Marxist-Leninist or &
Christian, In religious matters, he was
strongly influenced by theosophy, a
form of Eastern mysticism. On the
political spectrum, he was far closer o
the anarchist camp than 1o the Marxists.
In fact, after trying hard to work with the
Communists, he got tired of their
machinations and rejected them totally.
For their pant, they called Sandino a
sell-out and a traitor.

Sandino’s battles against the U.S. in-
vaders were fought under a flag whose
colors were red and black. His men,
though wearing the variegated clothing
common to  irregular  armies
everywhere, placed red and black rib-
bons for identification in their hatbands.
Amund' their necks, they sometimes
sported red and black bandanas, Read-
ers of Kick It Over will have no trouble
identifying these colors. They are the
m]trn of anarcho-syndicalism, and the

el ip is not a coi

Sandino in His Own Words

50 years ago North Americans seem
ta have been about as much in the dark
concerning the real Sandino as Norh
Americans today. The press releases of
the U.S., g described what the

**Sandinistas™* charged with ¢
the abortive revolution begun by San-
dino 50 years earlier. The existence
once again of U.S. pressure on
Nicaragua and its financing of the Con-
i t\ptmuom makes the parallel with

dino’s all the
more compelling and reinforces this us-
sociation.

Nevertheless, the relationship st best
is tenuous, Certainly, others in
Nicaragua could, with as much or more
justice, lay claim to Sandino’s mantle.
The FSLN has been described variously
as a Marxist-Leninist movement pat-
terned after Castro’s Cuba (by its
enemies, by Marxist-Leninists, and by

U.S. Marines were doing in Nn:nngu:a
as **bandil-suppression operations.

must have formed the impressions nl’
most North A of a Sandi

by Jay Moore

with nonsectarian leftist sympathies, He
knew the termin from having worked
and taught in Mexico during the after-
math of the Mexican Revolution.

To find Sandino was no mean task. In
an escapade reminiscent of Edgar
Snow’s later and more famous penetra-

tion through hostile lines to see Mao and
Chou Enlal in their North China base
area, Beals I'lnaliy ot his scoop. After

unlettered and semi-barbaric. The man,
much less his ideas, had only a shadowy
existence,

One enterprising journalist, however,
was able to bring out the true story
Shortly after Sandino had announced his
war of natiopal liberation and the first
Marine casualties had occurred, the
editor of the Nation, Oswald Garrison
Villard, commissioned Carlton Beals 1o
find, to meet, and to interview Sandino
Beals was a globe-trofting journalist

While not on the same plane as
Leninism, suthoritarian ideas and praic-
tices can and do infiltrate other social
movements, When | was a Leninist, |
got a first-hand look ot what 1 call *"the
psychology of leadership™™. Here are
some of its charscteristics:

*Wanting to control other people’s
labour power: You can never ac-
complish everything you want to by
yoursell, so you try to find a way to
influence others to your bidding.

*Clubbing together in a clique: To
|enhance your power, it’s helpful (o form
4 “*mutual sdmiration society’’, where
heavies pat each other on the back and
legitimate one Another. This helps you
impress those you wish 1o control and
MEans you can mancuver more easily,
isolating individuals who don't want 10
accept your plans

*“Responding to criticism like a cat
responds to water: Avoid itat all costs.
Have a ready-made rationalization for
every aotion, Promote the myth that you
and your buddies are infallible.

*Promoting the notion that “*all
animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others':
Monopolize decision-making (see point
no. 2) and keep a tight lid on informa-
tion (suthoriturians have an inordinaste

The Psychology of Leadership

fear of sharing).

*Pulting a patent on your ideas:
Authoriturians believe in the private
property of ideas. You must get all the
credit, and no one else has a right 1o use
or embellish them,

*Attracting the light from other
stars: As an authoritarian, you can’y
stand other people being in the
limelight, so what 10 do? Steal their
thunder. Scratch their back, and see if
they Il seratch yours; fatter them and by
so doing co-opt them. By rubbing
shoulders with them, see if you can steal
a little of their lustre

*Disempowering people: 1T you
want to stay on top, it's important. that
people feel helpless, not capable of
doing anything without you.

Why do peopie do these things?
Penetrating to the inner circle of a clique
gives 4 sense of validation denied 1o you
as a child, If you lack interpersonal
skills and have a fear of emotional hon-
esty, you can turmn all emotional con-
flicts into questions of political **princi-
ple’ and hence into a struggle for
power.

As you'll continue to attract adher-
ents as long as people on the left (anti-
suthoritarians included) continue to
think of social change in almost religi-

by Ron Hayley

ever seeking the " “avant-
the “leading edge ™, the newest
wave. After all, they've been con-
ditioned to do this by the capitalist
medis which needs 1o sell the same old
shit as “‘revolutionary™”, “‘oew’’. and
“improved”*. They need 1o keep us per-
petually restless, perpetually bored,
ever ready to keep consuming com-
modities. Political and intellectual tren-
diness works the same way.

Most people’s perception of politics
is as a struggle for power, or to bolster
one's ego. Ifenﬂ useage as in ol
fice politics"" or “*it"s all just politics*.
One tendency has been for people 1o
seek to trade on their oppression, using
the *"hierarchy of oppressions” (being
gay entitles you to one point, being
5 ,\'ﬂu two, and so on) as bar-
Th en results in

cunlmnl.llmll pol " where each
group trics 10 out- }.lllll and force Hs
leadership on the other, This has the
effect of ali
Hopefully, by being more sensitive 1o
one another’s experiences and criti-
cisms, and also strict in not putting up
with manipulatory, game-playing, we
can build a movement based on trust and
concern, and short-circuit  the
“*psychology of leadership”™. O

*s friend, the poet
Froylan Turcios, in Honduras, Beals
was provided with an escon 1o take him
secretly 1o a rendezvous with Sandino at
his jungle hideout. The trip involved
riding for long distance on horseback
over rugged mounitain trails dnd slog-
ging on foot through the deep minforest
mud. *‘Cattle ticks,”” Beals reported,
“‘boring in our sides, made sleep al-
most impossible.”” While en route, he
was in constant fear of being shot by
either side or of the panty being bombed.

Finally, Beals caught up with San-
dino at the town of San Rafael del Norte,
in Nicaragua's Jinotega province — o
town which Sandino’s troops had just
liberated. The interview was held ut
4:00 a.m. while the General of the De-
fending Army of the National
Sovereignty of Nicaragus was having
his breakfast. What Sandino said is told
in Beal's two books, Banana Gold
(1932) and Great Guerrilla Warriors
(1970).

Beals, whatever his preconceptions
may have been, found Sandino 1o have
an extraordinary command of world af-
fairs, “"He was earnest and amazingly
fluent,’ Beals later testified. **His ideas
were organized, his words epigramma-
tic, precise, sparkling. A bom phrase-
maker, and his impact consisted of will,
purpose, courage, and knowledge."
Beals also noticed what was to him a
faintl g cockiness,

Beals hy are you fighting?"”

Sandino: **We want the United
States pirates to go home. | want a
Nicaragua for the Nicaraguans. A free
country. Our own country.””

Beals: **And for you personally?"

Sandino: **Nothing. | won't ever ac-
cepl a government position of any sort.
The day the gringos go, we amange (o
lay down our arms.”

Beals: **Will your men obey you?"*

Sandino: 'They will obey me. | have
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some plans for them. [ am going 1o ask
the govemnment (o set up a new Depart-
ment along the Coco River, at present
mostly uninhabited, to be called ‘Peace
and Liberty!". My boys will get the land
there #nd work. The country is rich.
Until they get fields cleared and crops
in, they can live easily on wild fruits,
wild plants, the roots they know. They
can make money right away selling wild
cacao, bananas, cutting lumber, pan-
ning out the gold. We'll build a dam and

K}

a power station and make the river
nagivable for good-sized vessels. We'll
work itthrough co-operatives, I think. "'

Beals: *“That is in the future,’

Sandino: **Yes, a man who does not
have a handspan of earth, as [ don’t on
which to die, deserves to be dead unless
he fights. I am a Nicarmguan and am
proud that in my veins there circulates,
more than any other, Indian blood,
which contains the mystery of my being
a loyal and sincere patriod.""

Beals: **Do you want land reform?"

Saundino: **There are not so many big
plantantions in Nicaragua, What the
country needs is co-operatives, so the
farmers can get machines, good seeds,
fertilizer, electricity, more schools,
doctors, It would be so easy if the gov-
ernment and the army would quit steal-
ing from them. This is a rich country.™

Beals: **But will Nicaragua be free if
the Americans leave behind their own
dictatar and their armed National
Guard?"'

Sandino: *'Diaz [the U. 5 -supported
Conservative President] will soon be
out, Moncada is slated to succeed him
He, o, will have to go. Still, if he agrees
1o celebrate no more Shylock loans and
gets back the national bank and railroad,
if he lets us breathe, we'll live with it.
What we need is a real election, with
Latin American, not gringo supervi-
sion. I've written to most of the I,al:n
American governments about it

A proposed canal through Nicara-
guan territory connecting the Atlantic
and the Pacific had long been the prime
reasons for the quickness of U.S. inter-
est in the region. Sandino had ideas
about this, too, patterned after the prop-
osals of Simon Bolivar, the great 19th

cenatury liberator of South A from
the Spanish — a man whom Sandino
greatly admired.

ithdrawal of the i g forces and a
non-political provisional President to be
followed by Latin American-supervised

Beals: “*You d the proposed 1
canal.”
Sandino: “*Yes, I have ideas about

that, too. This upsets the gringos mare
than anything else, for | demand that the
Bryan-Chamorro Treaty be abrogated,
that the canal be built by all the countries
of the world, which wish to participate,
but with predominantly Latin American

capital. [The Bryan-Chamorro Treaty
gave the U.S. perpetual and exclusive
rights to build any Nicaraguan canal.]
That was Bolivar's idea, which the Un-
ited States destroyed when it built the
Panama Canal. As soon as du: Mmrm
£o, we "Il call a conti

- He would never, he said, give
up the struggle until the last gringo had
left Nicaragua for good.

Sandino was true to his statement. He
lived long enough to see the final de-
parture of the U.S. Marincs. As prom-
ised, he began his co-operative experi-
ment on the Coco River, which other
sources show he envisaged as a model

Daniel Ortegn
for the rest of Nicaragua — even us the
prototype of a new capital district for o
unified Hispanic America. Only a sub-
sequent act of treachery by Somoza was
able to defeat him. The next day after his
death, the co-operatives were attacked

in Buenos Aires 10 arrange I‘or huuldmg
it. Tt will be the sort of canal that Bolivar
wanted in 1826, one that will symbolize
the co-operation and friendship of the
peoples of the world. The Panama Canal
was a chantage, the word ‘Panama’
means “a big steal”. It violated the law of
nations and the spirit of the continent. It
is a raw red wound across the throat of
America."”

Sandino, Beals observed, took an
enormous pride in describing himself as
a plebian. Actually, Sandino was the
son of a small land-owner: his family
was fairly well-off by Nicaraguan vil-
lage standards, and a higher than usual
status is indicated by his father's use of
the title, Don Gregorio Sandino, But
Augusto César Sandino felt strongly his
connection with the working classes —
a relationship established during his
long sojourn in the Mexican oil fields.
His trade, he told Beals, was that of o
mechanic. After putting down the rifle,
he could go back to being a mechanic,

Beals and Sandino watched an over-
flight of the village by U.S. warplanes.
Shortly before, the U.S. comamnder
Admiral Sellers had issued a surrender
ultimatum to Sandino dropped from an
airplane. Before bidding Beals good-
bye, Sandino handed Beals a reply tothe
ultimatum to carry back on his refurn, It
was very curt. Sandino demanded the
cessation of bombing raids by U.S,
planes on civilian targets, the immediate

by the National Guard and destroyed.

Sandino’s ideas for social recon-
struction were never taken seriously by
those forming the FSLN who adopted
for themselves the old name with the
mass-appeal — Sandinistas! Sandino
wiis & “‘utopian”. To them, he had
never made the leap 1o true, scientific
socialism. Often his ideas were ignored
completely, as in the recent headlines of
an article in the FSLN's official news-
paper, Barricada: **Expulsion of U.S.
Invaders: His Single Goal'" (February
21, 1985).

Carlos Fonseca Amador, it is true.
had urged in the early 1960's that the
other members of his circle of student
revolutionaries study Sandino’s writ-
ings. Underground, he gave priority to
work on a book, Leng Live Sandino.
This criticized what Fonseca said were
the sectarian mistakes of the old-style
Communists in their former dealings
with Sandino, while making clear at the
same time Fonseca’s admiration for the
Soviet Union. Yet, for all
of Sandino’s militant a
Fonseca could say nothing, pro or con,
about the Coco River co-operatives or
Sandino’s other projects.

The FSLN also adopted Sandino's
colors. Sandino’s red and black flag,
Fonseca says, came *‘from the social
struggles he knew in Mexico™. What
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Sandino:
The Making of a Revolutionary

Auvgusto Calderon Sandino (later he
renamed himsell with the more heroic
César) was born in 1895, the natural son
of an Indian woman and a Ladino man.
Despite his illegitimute status, Augusto
was taken into the household when his
father married another woman and
raised as the first-born,

Don Gregorio was something of a
rurul intellectual with broad interests
and a well-stocked library. The father’s
carly influence probably accounts for
Sandino’s own enduring intellectual
curiosity. From his father, he also im-
bibed a diet of the egalitarian views
which were supposed to be the
philosophical basis of the Liberal Party
of which Don Gregorio was an ardent
supporter.

Since independence from Spain in
1821, the political struggles in
Nicaragua, and in the other Central
American nations, had found rancorous
expression in the fundamental division
between Conservatives and Liberals
“The Conservatives represented the more
traditionul power-structures, minus the
Spanish, of Central American society
— large landholders and the Catholic
Church (itself a large landholder), The
Liberals, on the other hand, were an
umbrelia for broader array of class
interests and Enlightenment theories.

Direct ULS. intervention in Nicams-
guan affairs began in 1909-10, in order
1o lend support to a Conservative-led
uprising against the Liberal dictator,
Zelaya, Zelaya had angered the Church
by nsnrnng state independence and

the freedom of reli

practice — a comerstone of Liberal
doctrine. What upset the United States
policy-makers were his overtures to
Great Britain and Japan for their aid in
building the Canal. This proved 1o be
Zelaya's undoing. He was pushed aside
and a more tractable Conservative gov-
emment was instulled with U.S, back-
ing.

In 1912, the Liberals revolied against
what they correctly considered a puppet
regime. Again, Marines were landed
**to restore order”". In August 1914, the
humiliating Bryan-Chamorro Treaty
was signed. A contingent of Marines
remained on Nicaraguan soil until 1925,
when the moderate Conservative Solor-
zano was elected President in a coalition
with a Liberal, Dr. Juan B. Sacasa as
vice-president, However, the Marines
were shortly to returm,

These facts are important because
Sandino later would describe his ac-
tions, ot least initially, as coming in
defense of the thwarted Liberal Revolu-
ton,

For a pant of this period Sandino was
not present at all in Nicaragua, Either
motivated by the wanderlusi charac-
teristic of & young man with horizons
larger than the confines of his home
village or, as the story goes, in order to
escape legal prosecution for a fight.
Sandino left Nicaragus in 1921, After
brief stints of employment in Honduras
and Guatemala, Sandino came to
Mexico. Here, in 1923, at the oil-
producing center of Tampico, Sa
took work as a mechanic with a U.S -
owned petroleum company.

Tampico, on Mexico's Gulf Coast,
was an excellent place for the young,
open-eyed Nicaraguan to acquire a
higher-level education into the
economic workings of U.5. im-
perialism. Having one-guarter of the
world’s then production, Mexico's
major oil center was dominated by U.S.

these were exactly, he ne
neglects to mention.

capitalist interests, chiefly of the Roc-
kefeller family. Indeed, the city at that
time wis the second busiest port in the
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World (next to New York) for American
commercial shipping. It also boasted all
the mote sordid accoutrements of an in-
dustrial boomtown, with ‘one of the
largest red-light districts in the world™
and an abundance of bars and opium

{1L3

In 1921, flotilla of U.S. naval vessels
had appeared in Tampico harbor, when
the U.5.-owned oil producers had
ceased operation in a *“strike” " 1o protest
a Mexican tax on oil exports. The work-
ers had threatened 1o seize the oil wells
and run them themselves if work was
not promptly resumed. Then, in 1923,
al the time, of Sandino’s arrival, Tam-
pico’s electricians” union took over the
city light-plant and the street car system,

U.S.-owned, and for a few weeks
ran them as worker self-managed.

One labor writer has described the oil
region around Tampico as **the scene of
a long-drawn-out struggle between
owners and workers. No sooner was one
strike settled than another one began,
despite the fact that wages were higher
in the oilfields than in any other part of
Mexico.”"

Many members of the Tampico

rking-class were pathi of the
anarcho-syndicalist Industrial Workers
of the World (IWW). Organizers of the
IWW, had frequently crossed the nearly
wide-open border from the United
States to Mexico in order to securne work
in the oilfields. They had brought with
Ihem and propogated & commitment to

la Torre and other exiled Peruvian stu-
dents formed the American Popular Re-

forms of org: and a
burning belief in direct action as a
means for conducting the struggle of
workers against bosses. The giant and
influential Mexican d ap-

volutionary Alliance (APRA), While
willing to assimilate certain Marxist
concepts of the class struggle, the
APRA was gen:mli} suspicious of

P gies. The APRAistas

paratus, the Confederacion Regional
Obrera Mexicana [CROMI was
founded in Tampico in 1917, Nincluded
ww quﬁ:n.hlp. alomg wllh more Im!
itlonal trade

were di d 1o dcnc!np an indigen-
ous Latin American revolutionary
theory and placed a special importance
on copcepts of the traditional Indian

definite Inmho—syndlcaiul leanings in
its carly programs. These said produc-
tion should be placed in the hands of the
workers.

Mexico, in 1923, was still in many
ways a revolutionary country. By now,
both of the two main folkloric heroes of
the Revolution were dead, the victims of
double-cross, Nevertheless, the spirit
was still very much alive of Pancho
Villa and Emiliano Zapata, the guernilla
chieftains whose forces had not so very
long before moved freely throughout
Mexico scattering expropristed land-
lords and the compromising bourgeoisie
in their wake. Accompanying the Re
volution had been s newly-awakened
pride in Indian or Mestizo origins and a
greater sense of Latin Amencan iden-
tity.
Sandino recalled later that, as a
Nicaraguan among Mexicans, he felt
humiliated by their barbed insinuations
that he and his countrymen had capitu-
luted 1o the North Americans, **Not
being a statesman, [ didn’t think I de-
served such names, and at first |
answered back; then | thought about it
and saw they were right, because as o
Nicarguan | had the nght to protest,”™”

Always possessed of an inquisitive

. (The APRA candidate was
recently elected the Peruvian president.)

Whether Sandino encountered any of
the members of the APRA durning his
first Mexican sojourn, he was certainly
1o adopt aspects of their terminology.
substitution of *‘Indo-Hispanic™,
with its emphasis on the dual origins of
the people for Latin American in many
manifestos and public utterances is a
clear indication of APRA influence
Later, the APRAista, Estaban Pav-
letich, became one of Sandino’s most
trusted advisors, until he was expelled
from the guerrilla camp along with San-
dino’s secretary, the El Salvadorean
Communist, Augustin Farabundo
Marti.

Whether Sandino participated di-
rectly in any of the numerous labor bat-
tles in Tampico is a matter of debate for
his biographers. Macaulay in The San-
dina Affair says it is unlikely, quoting
an American employer’s description of
Sandino as a conscientious employee.
Beals maintains, however, that Sandino
**did participate in several oil workers'
strikes under the Regional C nndcmlinn
of Labor’s red-black banper.*

Where the carcer of this oil-field
mechanic might have taken him on its
own internal trajectory from this point is

mind, Sandino exg d in Tam-
pico with a wide varicty of belief-
systems. One biographer says: ““In Tam-
pico, Sandino became a freemason and
associated with theosophical and
spiritualist groups. He also studied an-
cient history, yoga, and Seventh Day
Adventism. But in the end it was Latin
American nationalism that became San-
dino’s creed.””

While in Tampico, Sandino may have
first come into contact with the ideas of
Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, although
the evidence is admitedly speculative.
Tt was'in Mexico, in 1924, that Haya de

le. However, it was the rapid
development of events in Nicaragua
which as to thrust Sandino now as “‘the
soul of the race’” onto the center stage of
world history. As we have seen, this
soul had a mind of its own which carmied
with it an assortment of eclectic ideas
but ones possessing a definite social
character.

In May, 1926, Sandino received an
urgent message from his father calling
on him to return home. The ultra-
Conservative Chamorro signatory, as
Foreign Minister, 1o the infamous. tre-
aty, had overthrown the duly-clected

constitutional government a few months
after the 1925 election. Both Solorzano,
the President, and Vice-President, Sac-
asa, fled the country. A Liberal revolt
began pledging loyalty to the deposed
Vice-President, a Liberal, who was now
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claimed as the Constitutional President
U.5. Marines again were landed in
Nicaragua, on the side of the Conserva-
tives, and the scene was set for San-
dino's entrance.

While every other figure on the side
of the Liberals, including the pl'esldl:n
tial der, Dr. Sacasa,
was bnhcd ur intimidated by the pw
sence of the Marines into l.lylng down
the Liberal arms, Sandino alone refused
to compromise, Gathering a few men by
his side, using his savings as an oil-
worker to buy guns, he began to fight.
His bartle flag came from the red and
bilack colors of the anarcho-syndicalistic
Mexican CROM, of which he had been
a member. At the beginning of the re-
sistance, Sandino joined forces with
those of Francisco Parajon, field or-
ganizer for the Nicaraguan Federation
of Labor. “*His troops, like those of
Sandino, wore the black and red colors
of syndicalism in their hatbands.""
Shorly, he found himself fighting not
only with the gringos but also against
the power-plays of the agents of the
Cominiern who wanted at first to co-opt
him and failing that, to destroy him.[J

(TO BE CONTINUED)

Some Relevant Books

The Sandino AfTair by Neill Macauley
(Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1967),

Sandino by Gregorio Selser (New
York: Monthly Review Press, 1981),

Great Guerrilla Warriors by Carlion
Beals (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall, 1970).

The Looting of Nicaragua by Rafacl
De Nogales (New York: Amo Press and
the New York Times, 1970).

‘national magaz
with a feminist bent

continued from page g

once, even in running, they 're running
on the platform to establish these forms
There are two ways in which you can
participate in the electoral process on a
grassroots municipalist level, One way
is to help create these forms, as we've
tried to do in Burlington. We were the
ones in Burlington who estabished the
neighborhood planning assemblies and
proposed the idea that led the enabling
legislation 1o establish them in the five
wards in Burlington. We now have five
neighborhood assemblies. It was not the
socialists who proposed them. They
took the credit for it, but they didn"t pro-
pose them. So I'm saying there are two
ways in which you can function. One is
1o work to create these assemblies; the
other is to run, or have people run, or
support people who will run with a view
towards establishing these forms or or-
ganizations on a municipal level. But

we have to libertarianize our com-
munities, to create and institutionalize
grasstoots democracy that can coun-
teract the centralization of power,
cooperatively and politically. (]

Writings by Murray Bookchin

The Concept of Social Ecology — S0,
Workers and the Peace Movement —
$1.25,

Bevond Neo-Marxism — 75¢.

A Return 1o First Principles — 75¢.
Last Chance: An Appeal for Social and
Ecological Sanity — $2.50.

send money to:

Emma Goldman Resource Group
P.O. Box 5811, Station ‘A"
Toronto, Ontario

MSW IP2

If under $2.00, send 75¢; over $2.00,
send 33% for postage and handling.
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The Macho Revolutionary Syndrome
Jerk-off Politics, Part 1
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After re-reading this article, | realize
that [ have been guilty of one of the main

things I'was eriticizing: the *"Us{Them"
division. Please be awnrr thai the
“"Macho Revolutionary Synd sl

because it makes them feel dangerous,
and helps them to justify cutting off their

wlnpamw!armrrgurvcfpeqﬂe asir
sounds here, but a mindset present to
some extent in all of us, including —
obviously — myself.

1 began 1o see a disturbing re-
semblance between the cocky stance of
my radical brother and the brutal
policeman who aimed his club wr our
heads ... (The Left) had come up
against an old blindness that (it} could
not acknowledge: a prefudice against
women, and against those qualities in
human nature which women have come
to symbolize. The aestheric of the Left
required hardness, “'gurs’’. rigour.
And to argue against acts of violence or
Jor rrform had  become  soft,
*feminine'", sentimental. The image of
the radical was an image of machisme.

— Susan Griffin
(Made From This Earth, pp. 9-10)

She was writing about the 60°s, but
macho radicals are alive and well and
with us today, not only in the obvious
guise of sexist males whose politics are
Just great as far as war, the state, racism,
elc., are concerned, but who can't see
past the ends of their cocks when it
comes to feminism or gay liberation, but
in many less blatant forms as well: we
all know people who seem to be more
concerned with playing the role of the
big tough revolutionary than with
creating real change. They 're convinced
they"ve got the ultimate correct line, and
that anyone who doesn't agree with
them is worthy of nothing but contempt,
Beeuuu they 're 5o sure of Ihclrpohllul

€55, they can advoc:
with no qualms; after all, they're the
“*good guys'’, so everything they do is
ﬂxlﬂ, and everyone else becomes the
“‘bad guys™, so that their lives don't
have any \ralue .Aftcr l“ *“There are 1o
n a

might? If mmeon: 's nm with us, they” rt
against us. Blow ‘em away! Political
ethics are a remarkably simple, black-
and-white matter for these John Waynes
of the anarchist movement. The revolu-
tion, in their view, will be brought
about, any day now, by them and their
friends getting enough guns and explo-
sives (somehow) to knock off the gov-
ernment, police, and corporations.
Exactly what will happen to the other
98% of the population is never made
clear. It's just one of those minor details
that can wait until after the revolution.
And of course their revolution will be,
not an ongoing process that may take
our whole lifetimes and more (that’s for
pacifists and wimps), but a grand, glori-
ous spectacle of guns, guts, and guer-
rilla heroes. They're disgusted by tac-
tics they see as martyr-like or self-
sacrificing, such as civil disobedience
or hunger strikes (although the latter is
sometimes acceptable if engaged in by
i with ad ¥
cladenuals). but dre e&ger (at least in
theory) to sacrifice themselves by put-
ting all their energy into one big-hang
type action that lands them in jail for the
rest of their lives. They're fond of proc-
laiming that *‘I'm sure I'll be either dead
or underground by the time I'm 25", As
Valerie Solanas put it, they “‘would
rather go oul in a blaze of glory than
plod grimly on for another 50 years. "
(SCUM Manifesto) Apparently being
a hero is different from being a martyr;
it"s O.K. to throw away your life as long
as you do it with sufficient flair. They
thrive on repression and state retaliation

and not caring about anyone
else. Drastic siwations call for drastic
measures, right? **A revolution is not u
tea party! " But, as Marge Piercy puts it,

**there is also a point beyond which cut-

ting off sensitivity to others and honesty
1o what one is doing does not produce o
maore cfficient revolutionary, but only o
more efficient son of a bitch. We are
growing some dandy men of steel now-
adays.” (Sisterhood is Powerful,
422). And anyone who questions their
dogma had better watch out. If you up-
pear to have any interest in short-term
solutions, in compromising the ideal
slightly in arder to help reJievr an im-
mediate problem, you're a “*liberal”". If

Actually, to use the term *“macho re-
volutionary™ is misleading. *'Macho
pseudo-revolutionary'” might be better,
since there's really nothing all that re-
volutionary about this approach. In fact,
it maintains so many of the values of the
dominant system that it's often hard 10
tell the difference between the resis-
tance and what it's resisting. The State,
contrary to the opinions of many, is not
opposed to violence. If it was, we
wouldn't have armies and police. In
fact, violence is the very basis of its
power. It makes a (fuirly unconvincing)
pretense of being against violence
merely because it doesn’t want anyone
else to use violence; it wanis a
monopoly on violence. Refusing 1o use
violence when it wants you to can also
get you into dccp trouble, For example,

YOu suggest ihcy might be well aiwsed
to start idering the impli of
their supposed anti-authortarianism in
their own lives (i.e. 1o stop being

in war often end
up doing years |n military prisons. The
same can be said for the pseudo-

hypocrites), you're hing but a
*“lifestyle anarchist™ . And if you dareto
suggest that maybe violénce isn't a
good idea, then you are (horror of hor-
rors) a pacifist! (which they often like 1o
spell *‘passivist'®, although the two
words are not related).

What's wrong with being a pacifist?
Plenty, they'll tell you. Apparently, it
means being totally passive, doing no-
thing, and accepting whatever shit the
system decides to pelt you with (which
I'm sure comes as news to most
pacifists). This equation of pacifism
with passivity, however, is not simply
wordgames of political ignorance. It
makes sense within a certain lype or
twisted logic, We live in a cul

ies, who loudly condemn
any violence on the part of the State or
right-wing groups as immoral, inhu-
man, and “‘terrorist’’, while reserving
for themselves and their friends the right
to use as much violence as they please.
This stems in both cases from the *“good
guys/bad ‘guys'" mentality. The cow-
boys can shoot anyone they want, but
when the Indians do it they're savages.
Everything the good guys do is good,
simply because they are the good guys,
and likewise everything the bad guys do
is bad. This in turn stems from the ten-
dency of our culture to define certain
groups as ““Other”’, (o dehumanize
them and see them not l:- individuals

is very big on dualism, or ﬁvamq ev-
erything up into two eategories which,
in a patriarchal society, come to be
symbolized by malencss and female-
ness. Thus, you are either masculine or
i violent or { , active
or passive, S or M, ruler or ruled. So
within that context it makes perfect
sense; the dualist system does contain its
own mlcmnl logic, What doesn’t make
sense is how anyone could attempt 1o
combine it with anarchism, which by
definition is about ending those
categories, about being neither the ruler
nor the ruled.

Now, one mlghl nol:ce that most of
those
[wlmhnll "Jeﬁ(-OITPaH(m ') tend to
e men, I'm not suggesting that males
have any sort of inherent predisposition
to this particular type of swpidity, but
they have been brought up in a culture
that teaches little boys to play war, that
holds up John Wayne, Sylvester Stal-
lone, and Ronald Reagan as heroes, that
defines a **real man'" as an aggressive,
violent, macho jerk. So it's really no
surprise that so many of those who want
to change the world opt for aggressive,
violent, macho methods. They're sim-
ply relying on the ways they've been
taught to solve problems, not realizing
that these methods are a prime cause of
the nightmarish world situation that we
live in. And it’s not only men who full
into this trap, either. Just as women who
want power within the system learn 1o

ulate the male ype (M

Thatcher is a good example of this), so
many radical women come to adopt a
female equivalent of the macho re-
volutionary image, since our culture
doesn 't appear to offer any other way of
being a revolutionary, and it's not too
and

hard to remove the ‘“male
**female’” tags from the du
categories while leaving them otherwi
intact.

by Lynna Landstreet

war.” As Crass put it, **The truth of
what you're saying / as you sit there
sipping beer [ Is pain and death and
suffering / ..."" The only difference is
that **we™" are **militant™" while *““they*
are **milita

Anather mu.reslmt.. aspect of the

*“Revolution NOW™* idea is how much
sense it makes in the context of the con-
sumer sociely we live in. Everyone
wants instant gratification; we've grown
up with the concept that all our problems
will be over and we'll find immediate,
eternal happiness 4s soon as we buy the
right product, elect the right leader, or
find the right mate. We have instant
food, instant coffee, instant cameras,
instant beauty via cosmetics, instant
entertainment on TV — why not instant
revolution? Those who want it often
dodge responsibility for their ideas and
actions by saying **We haven't gol any
choice"", Now, granted the world situa-
tion is pretty dire and nothing we do
seems to have moch effect, and it is
frustrating not to have the world change
avernight when you're buming yourself
out trying to de it, but there is always a
choice. | always thought anarchism was
about taking responsibility for your ac-
tions and creating choices when the
system doesn't offer you any. Someone
once said “*when faced with two
choices, an anarchist will always take
the third."" | don’t think anarchists *‘al-
ways'" do anything, but we should keep
in mind that it"s possible to reject all the
directions that are pointed out to us and
chunse our own. We hear so mu)'

but as

“enemy . nl!_l,wﬂ‘lhluklul!ll the
rool of sexism, mcism, homophobia,

and militarism. Spnimg of which, the
words “"militant™ and **militaristic™

are related. | heard someone say once,
**This issue of Open Road (# 17) seems
pretty militaristic — 1 mean militant.™
He might as well not have bothered 1o
correct himself, because the two words
do amount to pretty much the same
thing. I've also heard it said that ““Tt
doesn't matter if people get killed in
bombings. There's casualties in every

The oely way e suaL i Ty

to purify L all radical
systes i o people for
destroy it L decmgie
and start aft Tishamnt ol
aver again. our ghject-
ives,

Tdewlenical

i ffarcuces

AL b e

o
personaliti
merged Into

the revelu-
tionary foroea.

T Mratrman wf (he Fenitral
tis oy duty to
ot ipline on

Tuiming that they *“haven
choice”* whether or ot 1o fol "‘IE
rules society sets oul: you have to go to
school, you have to get a job, you have
1o get martied, you have to go o war,
have to obey the law . . . and if you don't
like it, then you have to blow things up,
kill people, play the big hero, and in
general carry on just like your rulers do
when something pisses them «ofl. The
truth is, that when somebody says they
have **no choice”" other than to do what
they're doing, very often it means they
don't want to consider other choices

Thw et v
TElerhin
nnt be w

the rmtul
Tandittec,




Kick It Over
— they've found their miche, and it’s
easier 1o go with the flow than to really
think about what you're doing and come
up with something new and original,
Violence, hero-ism, cutting off sen-
sitivity to mhm. secing people as either
“*allies”" or em:mt:s with no in
between, i other choices, instant
gratification, the ends justify the means
.. this is revolutionary 72! It's just little
boys playing war games (only this time
they're letting some of the girls play
100). T'don’t see the difference between
a pood revolutionary and a good soldier
(but maybe it"s just me that's weird. . .).
One point: [ don't want to sound like
I'm totally condemning anyone who
ever uses violence. There are other
reasons why people tum to violence.
Fear, anger, and frustration are big
ones, But we've got to acknowledge and
work through those feelings, and find
other ways 0 express them — some-
thing we can’t do if we're all busy play-
ing the big tough revolutionary who
hasn't got any feelings. We've also got
1o sccept other feelir. $ o :un'_ng

about others, griel when anyone — i
cluding strangers o
““enemies’” — is b
even, rare as it may

admit that violence
only option there is —
self-defense (1 would

of what violence is: §
“'We confuse confl
ence, yet the wo are
aus. Violence is not d
outing: not a mood,
action, | define viol
pasition of power ov
ager who imposes a €
the line may be inflicting \mfrmc

even though shefhe is softspoken

and smiling. The H'apu woman who
government
g 1o force her
& violence."!

Dark, p. 98)

y thin line some-
gee and resisting
g in Starhawk's
hiffe, would that be
Jépend an whether
r he died? What
i time? Whether
-*}*. za ! There aren't any
/.r,r// o
Tuirly sure of is
the simple sense
ot be our major
¢ from everything
out on the topic.
teven work!
hizarre since viol-
fact have a Ili!ulnr)'
: : washing the state”
— bul lume at Ie.-u.t smashing the state

isn’t the point. If the problems of re-
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sources and support are somehow over-

come, the macho revolutionanes may
well “*win"', in the sense of killing off

‘everyone that they don’t like and

{seemingly) getting rid of the current
social order — but so what? We'll have
traded in one set of violent goons for
another. What's the difference? We
won't have changed our ways of living,
of fighting, of hating, of killing, and to
that extent we won't have changed
anything, and the system will recreate
itself because everything it's based on
will be there — in us.

““And when the government is over-
thrown / a new evil will arise to take its
place [ same old shit starts over again [
the human race / hide your shameful
faces.”" (Polkaholics, “‘Amother
Dirge'"). It’s not individuals that are the
problem — it"s a way of thinking. And
violent revolutions are great for getting
rid of individuals — including **us** —
but they do precisely fuck-all to get rid
of ways of thinking. Seif that"s the only
type of change we can come up with,
we'v it [1

con rom pag 5
V5: Wanted nothing weie to do with

us.
RF: They were I: g and

as they like to think of themselves,
cnuldnl cnmc 1o terms with the
. who were a new

distributing our records at the time, and
they put everything into a taxi and sent it
1o our house. Didn't talk to us about it,
didn't say anything. Because of that
track.

V5: We had to pay for the taxi, oo,
RF: And it was d i on our

phcm-:mn at the time, and they just
couldn’t deal with the level of energy
that the punks were (rying to put in. It
wis before punks sctually became ac-
ceptable as some kind of political force,
or had some political identity. The es-

doorstep when we were on tour, | think
that, in terms of the imagery that was
used, the fact that it's misunderstood is
because people don't want 1o read it
properly. We keep getting told that it
says **All men are butchers,"” which it
doesn’t say. it says *'All butchers are
men,”” uhk‘:‘;nsmmly mlg:em
statement. +v all men might be
buichers. We didn’t actually say that,
bul muybe it would have been better to
have said il out loud, and included our-

selves.

WS: Basically, it’s an equivalent state-
‘ment (o rape. It doesn't even say that this
woman who might nise up will kill a
man, just that she will de-masculinize
him. Or terminally humiliate him. It's
an image of reaction to rape.

RF: Active reaction, rather than pas-
sive reaction.

KIO: Back when you were still work-
ing with Crass, you released a single
with them to raise moncy for an anarch-
ist centre you were trying (o start. What
happened with that?

RF: We weren't trying fo start it. What
happened was that some people came to
us and said that they were trying to.
Some of the people we knew were im-
plicated in the *‘Persons Unknown'
trial, which was some people who got
arrested for having sugar and weedkiller
in their house {allegedly to make bombs
with). It was all tied up with *“The Irish
Problem, blah blah blah,"* and it was a
big test case about Persons Unknown,
because they weren't named. If the es-
tablishment had won that case, it would
have meant that they would have been
able o amest and ry people without
even naming them, so these people were
held without anyone being told who
they were. They were wanting to start an
anarchy centre, and it was the time of
the Persons Unknown trial, so we
brought the record out with us and
Crass, “*Persons Unknown'* and
*‘Bloody Revolution™, and the money
from that went to fund the Anarchy
Centre. We didn't sctually have any-
thing to do with the running of it. What
happened was that it lasted for about six
months, and then it ran into difficulties
of emergy. because the old-style
anarchists, or the **political”* anarchists

politics couldn’t handle
them, didn’t know how o handle them
at all,
VS: Personally, | was quite skeptical
about the likelihood of success, but |
think that it was fortunate that the record
created enough interest in the idea, 1
mean, it raised some money , and some
people got some experience at taking
responsibility for initiative.
RF: hd&mim Tt was a lot
of maney then — more thun it is now.
KIO: Are those kind of conflicts still
going on pow?
RF: In London, there isn’t a lot of
cohesion at all within the anarchist
movement in general, and 1 think
there'll always be a conflict between the
mainstream, or the old guard, and the
new encrgy. But 1 think it's more con-
nected now than it ever has been.
VS: | think it's got something 1o do
with the generation gap. | discovered,
when 1 first started working with the
band, that we were up against sexism,
that myself as a woman, at that time,
playing guitar and singing about the sort
things that | was doing at the time,
was quite unusual. And we introduced
ideas of sexism, and feminism, into a
whole kind of a youth movement, but
since then, it’s become clearer and
clearer to me that there is just as much
wastage in terms of the divide-and-rule
division between the generations, as
there is between the sexes, A whole lot
of experience that the older people do
have is lost while there's that fear, from
both sides, and 4 whole lot of energy
that the younger people have is lost 10
the older people. And the trouble is that
it’s quite fun, in o way, 1o talk about
sexism, because it has “‘sex™ in the
word! But you talk about ageism and
that’s no fun, because who wants 1o own
that there's such a thing as age. and
eventually death? These are much
heavier taboos.
RF: So we were going to call it
**youthism"". . .
VS: Youthism, yeah, but that's not
right either. It's an issue of well, the old
phrase, the generation gap, but that's
boring. What we need is a sexy way of
tulking abour that,
KI0: Do you run into a lot of problems
with ageism?

VS: | guess so., . We have been told, |
mean just very recently in New York, by
some people in the business who were
wanting to work with us that, well, the
phrase was ““Majors (major record
labels) won't touch you with o barge
pole,” and that's very much because an
older woman isn't considered to be —
well, we're up against a stereatype.
RF: But who wants 1o be touched by o
barge pole, anyway?

VS: Especially with a major on the
other end of it! Maybe we should chop
their barge poles off.

RF: They'd only get it grafied on

again.
KIO: Only if you do it in Australia,
(This refers to & newspaper article we
had been talking about earlier about a
man in Australia who had his penis
chopped off and then grafted on again. )
RF: Well, I certainly wouldn’t want 1o
be touched by an Australian barge pole!
(Much laughter from everyone.)

KIO: But you don't really run into that

mks?

RF: This relates to what happened on
your 50th birthday, which was that the
whole thing got blown as a sham, Be-
fore that, everyone —

¥8: — in the press —

RF: was very cagey about ‘‘middle-
aged singer Vi Subversa, blah blah
blah,"* and then she came out and said,
**Look, it"s my 50th birthday, and we're
going to have a party!”" And we had a
fTucking grear party! One of the best gigs
I"ve ever been to. And suddenly it’s all
changed, it's like coming out of the
closet.

VS: So now instead of saying
“middle-aged’’, “*49-year-old™’, or
**50-year-old Vi Subversa,’” they just
say “‘Vi Subversa®™. It's a great
achievement, fantastic. But you see, the
whole thing about the young punk
movement is that, what's partly behind
it, the **no future”” idea, is that, over the
age of 20, 21, 25 or 30 — death! And
especially young women are saying 1o
me, *‘Look, it’s great, you give me the
feeling that when I'm as old as you |
could be doing something as well."”
KIO: Inone civil disobedience action |
was involved in — we have this tradi-
tion here in CD actions of giving names
of people you admire, so you get women
giving their pames as Susan B. An-
thony, Emma Goldman, and so on —
but in this one action, against nuclear
power, this one woman, about 16 years
old, gave her name as Vi Subversa.
VS: Really? Oh, that’s wonderful!
KIO: And then we found ot that the
name you give goes in your permanent

RCMP file as an ““alias™", so she's got
that as an “‘alias™, and I've got **Ann
Hansen'* for mine — you know, from
the Vancouver Five. We had the names
of all the Five at that action.

V5: When | do see a woman of my sort
of age, though, at home in London, who
isn't hiding, it takes quite a bit of cour-
age between us to look at each other and
sy “*hi’'. But the more of us there are
who do come out like that, the easier it’s
going to get. What | was saying before,
about some experience, you know, | can
be stupid just like anyone else, but
women of my sort of age have done
some things, we've mised some chil-
dren, we know that some things are on-
going, that problems to do with sexual-
ity don’t stop when you're 20, 30, 40
even, they go on, and it's still impor-
tant, and we have 1o talk w each other
about these things, and the feeling that
maybe in the States or in Canada, | don't
know, is that there are more women who
are prepared not 1o hide under a grey
COSIUmE any more.

KIO: Yeah, the woman who gave her
name as Doug Stewart of the Vancouver
Five, she always non-co-operates to-
wmlly in CD actions, more than anyone
else, goes on hunger strikes in jail and
everything, and she’s 56, | believe. And
my mother is 44, and says that she's the
*“den mother of the anarchist commun-
ity"". she's still kind of a hippy.

VS: Well. there’s a whale kot of hippies
that kind of disappeared in the face of
the *‘punk onslaught,”’ cause it ap-
peared a bit like that a1 the time, but it
seems 10 me that things are softening a
bit between those divisions now, and a
lot of punks who used o talk down
about hippies, like **hippies are a bunch
of shit'" or whatever, are coming 1o
realize that there were a whole Jot of
things in comon. There are some things
that have changed, but | think the
paranoia betwen the two is lessening.
There’s a lot in common really, between
what was happening in the sixties and
now, except that 1 think that hippie
women hadn’t had a lot of the benefit of
the women's movement.

KIO: Yeah, my mother's told me a bit
about what happened to women in the
Sixties — making coffee and typing
leaflets.

VS: That's right, and a lot of women
were left after the hippie period of peace
and love with loads of kids that they
were left on their own to bring up.. .
There are a lot of people I"ve lost touch
with from the Sixties, old friends of
mine and I'm finding them again —
because their children are coming to our
gig~.O



LETTERS

Enlightened Anarchist
Dear Sir,

Adomations, | found your address from
Ayer Directory of Poblications.

Frankly speaking, Imudﬁm;ﬂdfnm

b but an

Alsa | do not consider myself as a follower
of a particular religion, but as a free human
being. | also feel that Christ was not a Chiris-
tiam, as Buddha was not a Buddhist, While

the production of KIO, for which we are
seriownly in deby. Furthermore, there (s no
reason in the world why the CSIS would
donate money o us. Theirs is the power of
the establishment and the sate, ond they are
more than capable of seizing the mailing
lists of KIO or any other radicul group any
time they want to (and making it look per-
Sectly legiimate, oo). By the way, {except

most people cautiously creep behind, they
had the courage 1o venture and explore.
Tam sending you a copy of our article on
Buddha in which you will find something
ml’orywrm and also our poem for

Mhlveml“n',nm('mldl and the U.S. 7 If
You know other anarchist journals pub-
lished in the U.S. ot in any part of the world,
please let me know, Above all, | would like
to have a copy of your journal.

product of animel torture. | simply am closer
to the farming life and closer (o nature than
most of the animal rights activists.

1see noreason, finally, why | shoald reat
animals as though they were human be-
ings or treat all species of animals the same,
1 rexpect their differences and apply human
ethics to my relations with other humans, |
would prevent one homan from killing

Sor the misogymist and gar-  another, but | would not stand aside from
bn;r which I find rather odd in o authentic  frogs being killed by snakes. | treat animals
hixt) | love io have men talk dirtyio decently, but | see nothing wrong in killing
ww!wﬂﬂmmmlmrrmiuy o eat.
time!
Sam Wagar,
. soa:w of the KIO collective Dtatsnlt Foeit
o thinks praciice makes pecfeci) "~ Consistently mediocre
Anarchism Questionnaire  To Kick It Over:

We, the Peaceful Coexistence Collec-
tive, arc compiling a booklet on anarchism

you come 10 India, plﬂu\’ishm:nndsp:nd
some days, & week or 50, here in our hermit-
age as our guest. |t is because [ wj
as the way | want fo live, 1 am

In a recent letter to Fifth Estate | de-
scribed your magazine as “‘consisently
mediocre”* and Ron Ha)rlqr': anicle “Or-

inf the initinted
= Lm“::n— i, m‘h'ﬂi: ganizing for the 90°s™" as stopid. Here's
well. We sppreciate your o in £l why.
ling out the questionnaire, and will send ~ To begin with, the cover of your receat
a copy of the finished prodict, Thiix, o wak posing with

mnarchism (i.e. movement,
of life, etc....)

previous issues of K10 in lhea' ‘hands — 1

can hardly imagine a more unh-pmn; dh'

5ﬂl of self-promotion, But b
amimdly muung Uk

. iulum the case with these p
mwnibhpmfmmﬂs)nnl
ise and Pershing

Tl lrudl -spewing

Get with it! C'hnnsc your ways! The
Young Conscrvative Party needs you!
(Their M.D.M.A_ is free!)

— a true Anarchist,

Gordon R, Dumant

p.3. Reserve the rite 1o print this, you
knob-gobbling, hobble-bruined twits!

Dear Gordon,
Cantrary to your exy . owe did

1 will ﬂy. truthfully,
the maliciousness and unreasoning fanati-
cism of both Miller and (1o a lesser extent)
Barbarush in their response 10 my “politi-
cally incomect” letter on animal rights.

1 expected opposition and debate when |
wiofe, but | expecied rational argument, not
repeated fibel and innuendo. | expected re-
sponses mone like Potnam’s letier — though
1 am sure he disagrees with me as fully as
Miller lnd Butwash he presents his case
. and | can in

lewter. The accusation, which ix
;wvxuw.wsmkmw-wm
bers of the KIO collective are in some sense
“pampered’” anarchists, True, most of us
do have jobs, and true, there is a multinade
of people out there, both anarchisty and
others, who are o whole log worse off than
we are, and true, none of us is presently in
prison (although some of us have been). By
the same token, however, I'm preity certain
that Emma Goldman had it a whole lot be-
tter than some anarehisty in her own time.
But does that maker her “‘pampered”?
Dorey thar mean that she was any bess an
anarchisi for it? And even thosigh mast of us
do have jobs, some of us are barely scraping
by with minimim wage, and none of us has
very much money, What lintle money we do
have ix not spent om VCR3 or the latest
Jashions, either, bul goes toward paying for

turn nddm him with m:pnn
On many points, | agree with the Animal
lu;lm movement — mnd factory farming

mup.a':hy

a ionaies.
This documented rebelliousness ought (o
be taken for granted. T‘Ile real (pleasurable)
of

task should be

Winter "851'86

wouldn't talk to him about mutters in their
sphere which they wouldn't discuss with
pysmy men either, perhaps. Or maybe, as
often happens 1o anthropologists, they find
that 3 society is so stratified that they can
talk to one group or categiry but not others,
and so they pick one (a3 happened 1o John
Beattie in Bunyoro), Like Nicole, 1'd fike
more facts, but there is no reason to posit
parochialism as the only possible reason for
their absence,

1 share Courage Pandora’s ** Disillusion-
ment With Ideology."” | hope she communi-
cates it to Ron Hayley before he writes
another call to organize the masses. His ina-
bility 1o tell “medistion™ from *‘medita-
tion"" (p. 25) must be a source of much
confusion to him. His evolution-plus-
revolution blueprint has been tried before,
it's what the ﬁcman Social-Democrats
called  their “‘minimalist™  and
**maximalist’ programs. | guess you all
know how that umed out,

Just talking,
Anthropos

"\

inly exists fﬂr.np!:]’kd‘ b
ﬂnmuﬂn rent parts of the world) that
the upper hand. But the

cHinging

on of everyday life, I tend to concur with
Campbell whe wrote n un iuue of Up
inkship to one aspect of this rebellion:

values by reviving communiry, including in
the political arena. Nothing (s easier so re-
cuperale than privatized acts of rebellion,
which hecome a safety-valve like the Arimal
Howse antics of university fraternity brats, ft
soundy to me like you have digested
Sm.’dmﬂ'unbgm ——Wmﬂyntw 1

these nnﬂwlltl'cumnh as well as mu-
samg i ion at itx’ most ad!
points.

One looks in vain through KIO for &
subversive ferocity equal 1o the banality that
are all subjected to in our daily lives,

Dan Todd

Eugene OR

p-s. | don't expect to see this letter in print,
as | am aware that, like other anarchist in-

know it s th
thoughts, Some Iﬁllk“uw iy conlinse fo
live in the swamp where anarohists remain
:mquﬂysmgmdnrmnaﬂmn

before. But some of wx aren’t comtent with
that, H‘rqurmgﬂomq“munmm even
if it means making a few mixiakes along the
way, A feast wish us fuck, eh?

petable farm- chorw *“lose™ letiers with
ing), animal exp and self- i ble criticism.
identification as an animal, we have no
quarrel, Now that Pve been assured that Tmnsv&ﬂ-phohia'.’
primate sanctuaries exist so that the injuries Dear Sia

infTicted in the labs are not compounded by
incompetent. handling, my tactical differ-
ences with A L_F. have been removed so |
can whole-heartedly cheer on these sisters
and hrothers as well,

Many of the differences | have siill with
these people may come from lifestyle — |
live on a rural commune where we choose 1o
keep animals, We cat free-mnge eggs, milk
from a cow who roams a four hectare pasture
along with the horses, and this year | rised
and slaughtered a pig so0 that my meat isnot s

Referring to the cover of KIO No, 13,
don't you think you'd boost your sales if
those two people switched clothes?

I think Nicole is perplexed about the
anarchism of the pygmics because of her
European world-view, namely, the liberal
world-view. She assumes that Colin
Turnbull's account of the women is in-
adequute because be wouldn't talk to them,
This projects sssumptions of female in-
capacity onto another culture. Maybe they

PRISONERS® RIGHTS

Mary Hill, 2 Black woman prisonet in
the Mabel Bassett Comectional Centre
for Women (Oklahoma City, OK, LSA,
73136) has been kept in handeulTs and
leg irons since May 21, 1985, The
heavy cuffs are apparently causing in-
Jury to her wrist and ankle nerves mak-
ing it very difficult for her to sléep or
cat. The big organizations that are sup-
posed 1o deal with these things, like the
ACLU, aren’t doing anything. Letters
of protest can be sent to Warden Larry
Fields at the above address.

(Thanks to Linda Parks of Woman
To Woman for bringing this 1o our at-
tention. )




Kick It Over
Reviewer Reviewed

Ladies and Gentlemen;

George Woodcock's strangely negative
article on the film **1984°" (Kick It Over,
June, 1985) is 100 biased and smug 1o have
any value as & film review. At the same
time that it fuils 1o illuminate the film, how-
ever, it reveals a good deal about George
Woodcock

Right from the stan, Woodcock tips his
ignoble hand by setting up a straw. man o
knock down. John Hurt's Winston Smith
looks like Orwell from behind, he declares,
and this is a *'cheap and elementary device
for incorporating the suthor rather inap-
propriately into his own novel.”" It's
doubtful that even Woodcock really be-
lieves this, since oaly a handful of people
alive 1oday know wha Orwell looked like
from behind, and neither the film's maker
nor its typical audiences are among them.
More likely Woodcock makes this glib,
stupid accusation not for its overt content
but for its indirect effects. It one-ups the
reader and enables Woodcock to replace the
challenging, legitimate question *'Is this a
good movie?" with the safe psendo-
question **What would Orwell think of it?*"
{to which nobody, including Woodcock,
knows the answer). Most imporuantly, it
gives Woodcock a pretext to pretend 1o
speak for Crwell.

Having thus cloaked himself and his
opinions in specious authority, Woodcock
goes on to display a curfous hostility toward
the film’s most central feature, John Hunt's
portrayal of the protagonist, Winston Smith,
Woodeock willfully understutes this role’s
importance. He denies Hurt any credit for
the film’s good points and even begrudges
him the back-handed respect implied by
susimined megative attention. Woodcock
feebly conceeds that Hur **acts well”” but at
the same time insists that his performance is
m enough no‘nuk :r:'{mlc chunks of the
&mnpmhaawﬂyhpwlns.m“:mk

saves his really senous criticism for the
film’s settings.

Now. as a matter of fact, Woodcock's
complaints about the senings are ill-founded
00, because the settings are good., Far from
compromising the story’s *'calitionary ™ in
tent, their drab, generically 20th century
institutional Jook has a timeless familiarity
that underscores the story's universal mod-
emn relevance. (By contrast, the aliemative
scitings Woodcock suggests would have
scemed dated and parochial.) What's re-
markable here, however, is not so much
Woodcock 's literal-minded approach (o the
scenery liself, but rather his skewed
prioritics. Evidently something aboat Hurt's
performance so repelled him that he can
hardly bring himself to discuss it. What
could it be?

Judging from the few remarks he does
make about Hun's Winston, the central
issue for Woodcock seems to be vir
calls Hort's Winston **weak,"’
and “‘wretched,’" and considers him too
wimpy to be credible as a rebel or lover.
Hurt's gentle, sofi-spoken, unhappy
Winston simply isn’t macho enough for
Woodcock to comfortably identify with,
But that kind of talk is unfashionable these
days, so rather than own up to some fos-
silized ideas Woodcock impugns Hurn's
performance and then, lest anyone think him
sexist, calls the flm **anti-feminis. "

OFf course, the film isn’t anti-feminist,
and the full disi of Wood

Paradoxically, the film's very diminution of
Julia®s role, which Woodcock decries,
leaves her much more real and likeable by
mercifully sparing us all this. (It also tight-
ens the film’s focus on its protagonist, thus
serving the interesis of aesthetic economy.)
Far from being sexist, the film's treatmem
of Julia and Winston's relationship with her
Is 30 politically corect that Woodcock's in-
sistance on strick organ-for-organ parity in
the nude scenes seem nidiculously petty

But again, the ““sexism’ motil seems
mostly a smokescreen; it's unfair, but not
half as unfair as Woodcock's attack on
Hunt's performance. The fact is that John
Hun is an exceptionally gified antist whose
abilities as an actor far exceed Orwell's as s
novelist. This enables Hun 10 transcend the
notorious. hollowness of Orwell’s original
‘Winston and invest the character with an
intensely visceral, sympathetic presence
and, more remarkably sull, s palpable
subjectivity. In the film, the agonizing
clarity of Winston's inner life, and the stoi-
cal dignity with which he cherishes it, con-
trast startingly with the servile onthadoxy of
his peers. Far from suggesting weakness,
these things in context express great strength
and cournge. (The more swashbuckling kind
of heroism Woodcock seems to want is,
after all, ruled out by the story’s premise of
absolute totalitarianism. )

The same inner life that makes up Hun-
{Winston's rebellion also gives needed

lasibility 1o his antractiveness 1o Julia,

cock’s claim that it is will be obvious to
anyone familiar with the novel and novelist
he is defending, Whatever else he may have
been, Orwell was 4 pretty sexist guy, whose
writings. tidicule feminism and endorse pat-
riarchy. (Relevant passages bre painstak-
ingly inventoried in Daphne Patai’s The
Orwell Mystigue.) The novel 1984 is no

r Lo S

Sexuality and ““own-life” are practically the
same thing and, because Hurt/Winston's
haggard face so perfectly reflects his aliena-
tion, his very homeliness assumes an cleg-
anl, existential kind of beauty. The film
exploits this heavily in extreme close-ups
and further eroticizes him by the use of
xlme]y -miked voice-overs that create an
of physical and spiritual inti-

¥ ¥ Y g a
view of sex, detailing Winston's rape fan-
tasies, and presenting Julia as a hedonistic
Nﬂm\d who spesks an annoyingly
““feminese”” and loathes other women,

macy ‘with him. By the time Julia declares
her love, her feelings are perfectly intelligh-
bie 1o the viewer. There is no need for her to
explain, as she does in the book, that she

21

wais attracted by “something in [ his] face’"
nothing could be more obvious. That
Woodcock could look at Hun's exquisitely
nuanced interpretation of Winston and fail
Iy see its nobility or its sexiness shows ap-
palling insensitivity 10 the way film com-
munitates.

Woodcock has one more major criticism
of the film. He thinks the inberent limita-
tions of film as a medium prevent the movie
from giving much antention 10 the debase-
ment of language, which was a major theme
in the novel and in Orwell's later writings
penerally. This is tree. The film makes no
effort to reproduce Orwell’s appendix on
Newspeak. Nor, for that matier, does it seri-
ously ry to convey the intellectual meat of
Goldstein's book or of Winston's introspec-
tions. However, this doesn’t necessarily
weaken the film, It helps the film sustain
narrative flow and aesthetic unity in a way
that the povel, because of its theoretical
digressions, does not, and could therefore
be viewed s an advantage.

What, then, does all of this add up to? The
film is more focused and economical, more
viscernl, and more beautifully crafted than
the novel, then that makes it & superior
work of art. And Woodcock s inability 1o
sce this seems to result from a mixture of
critical paivete and inappropriste motives.
He doesn’t really understand or respect the
film medium, and judges the film not on its
own merits but in comparison to the book.
(This violates a basic critical principle and
undermines his own case, since the book
suffers by the comparison.) And he allows
his judgment o be prejudiced by personal
factors, such as his friendship with Orwell
and his hang-ups about masculinity. The
crowning irony is that all of this is done in
the name of an author who has come to stand
for exemplary critical acuity and umswerv-
ing faimess.

Sincerely,

Diana Blackwell
Colombia, MO.
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A Call to Link Arms

grass-roots peace movements in the Soviet bloc

Over the last few years autonomous
anti-war groups/movements have ap-
peared in the Soviet Union and its satel-
lites. Three of the basic premises of
these movements are: being for world
disarmament and not taking sides with
either the U.S. or U.5.5.R., the neces-
sity of linking up the question of human
rights with the question of peace, and a
call for joint initiatives and a true inter-
nationalism among the rank and file of
the East/West divide, For their efforts’'
(mainly an occasional meeting here or
there, petitioning, wearing peace
badges, etc.) they've suffered the nor-
mal *‘peaceful Soviet'" repression,

Suppont for these movements is in-
creasingly on the agenda of the Euro-
pean disarmament scene. North
America (especially the U.5) is
another story. It would seem to be s
ple common sense to want 1o build
bridges between peoples who have no
reason to hate each other. Militarism
becomes increasingly irrelevent as
people from bclll sides join in mutually

PrmavE . The by
these movements of Western Cold war-
riorism by their own initiative and not
because they're ‘dupes of Moscow'
creates a pole of intelligent integrity that
totally undermines the Right.

But 1o put it bluntly — these move-
ments are getting their asses kicked lit-
erally and are we going to do anything
about it or not? It should be and is no
problem 1o get up a demo about what the
U.S. is doing in Central America. But
what about what's going on in Prague or
the Soviet's Vieinam in Afghanistan?

Hopefully the following notes will
stir some hearts.

One of the most prominent of the
Eastern groups is the Moscow based
Group for Establishing Trust Bet-
ween the US.S.R. and the U.S.A,
{Trust Group), They've survived since
June of *82 holding seminars, an occa-
sional picket, etc., and constant meet-
ings with Western activists (in which
joint projects sometimes emerge) and
citizens from all over the Soviet Union,
Originally a group of mostly profes-
sionals, the base of the group has grown
to be of the Soviet youth and counter-
cultural scene. They have many chap-
ters across the U.5.S.R. and thousands
of supporters. Below we'll present
highlights of the past half year of the
Group. Missing will be details on the
incessant daily ‘shadowing' of Trust
members, apartment ransackings,
phone lines cut, house arrests, shont

Nikulai EKhramov botween arrests

term arrests, beatings, threats, deten-
tions, etc.

At the end of April Ukminian Trust
activist Andrea Shvachko was murdered
by the Soviets when they threw him
under a train. Andrea provided a link w0
his friend Alexander Shatravka, another
Trust activist imprisoned in a labor
camp, (Alexander is a long time human
rights and anti-war activist who's spent
a good part of his life in prisons and
mental hospitals. In February '85 he
was given 4 more years on i ped u

On July 13, 1985, the Trust Group
attempted to plant a ‘peace garden” on
the wasteland in front of the new Soviet
Ministry of Defense Building, The
K.G.B. arrested everyone and then
brought in a steamroller to destroy the
garden. At the end of July, Nikolai
Khramov was hauled off to a V.D.
prison hospital(!) just before the farcical
Soviet **12th World Festival of Youth
and Students’* was to begin in Moscow,
The next day Trust activist Olga Med-

charge of being involved with drug'i }
On May 14, 1985, 40 people in Mos-
cow were detained and dozens beaten en
route to a Trust Group disarmament
seminar. 40 managed to get in anyway
despite 40 K.G.B. agents guarding the
t where the meeting was being

held. On May 15 Trust members Olga
Kabanova, 18, and Nnmlyaoku]yonok
16, were d d in a

dk and Dira B y went to try to
visit Nikolai. A doctor admitted to them
Nikolai didn’t have V.D. and was just
being harassed. Outside the jail/hospital
Dira was beaten up (she’s 6 months pre-
gnant — she had a cassette recorder on
her so now we've got the whole scene
available on tape). Many other Soviet
activist youth were arrested for the dur-
'.ltml'l nf the “youth festival’, and then

luding Nikolai. M

Winter "85/'86

by Sergei Batovrin
and Bob McGlynn

Perbers of the Moscow Trust Sroup

member. Pickets were held the world
over {(a NYC friend of ours while in
Europe said when he placed a telegram
to the Soviets on Viadimir's behalf the
operators said, *'Oh no, another tele-
gram for Brodsky!''). But this time

mental hospital where they were forci-
bly drugged. Previously on April 12
they had taken part in an action fo de-
liver a petition to the Soviet Academy of
Sciences asking that the problem of
nuclear winter be given attention. All
were beaten as was a Finnish woman
taking part in the action, Pickets were
held a1 Soviet consulates around the
world for the release of these women.
They were freed as of the end of June.
On May 16, 40 Trost members plus 4
Dutch activists attempted a joint pesce
action but were detained instead by 100
K.G.B. A typical protest sign by the
Trust Group will read *‘Peace, Love,
Freedom®. Official peace placards
thut the Trust Group formerly used and
which were sold by the millions are now
no longer available.

Hundreds of people have attended (or
tried to attend) seminars over the
months with detentions and interroga-
tions going down. These seminars are
held in an apartment called the Peace
Centre which has a library of western
disarmament materials, peace exhil
and where English is tsnglll A I'a\rnrcll
tactic of the K.G.B. is 1 surround the
Centre, put everyone on a bus, drive
them miles outside of Moscow, beat
them, and leave them. Anti-war draft
ist Nikolai Khramov has been
singled out for special attention and has
gotten numerous beatings, once by 7
K.G.B. for an hour.

Reports come from Leningrad and
Gorky ol peace actions.

Long time human rights activist and
Trust member Kirill Popov was busted
June 19 and charged with ** Anti-Soviet
Propaganda’’ (12 years). He's curently
in & Moscow prison where they have
threatened to give him a life sentence in
o mental hospital. On July 3rd, the
K.G.B. broke up a rehearsal of a peace
play by Debra Lubar, a member of the
1.5, Fellowship of Reconciliation,
During the K.G.B."s rampage they
kicked Trust member Olga Medved-
kova's baby in the head, The play had 1o
he cancelled. On July 10th the British
U.K. Trustbuilders and the Moscow
Trust Group began a joint hunger strike
to protest repression. One person in
England and one in the U.S.5.R. would
each fast for 5 days and then switch
to other people. As of early fall this
was continuing.

on the Kremlin didn't work. In

became a closed clty during the ‘fes-
tival' and Soviet youth not allowed to
participate were sent outside of the city
1o summer camps and to work. The
“festival® was a top-down affair con-
trolled by adults in the Soviet State.
European disarmament activists who
attempted a demonstration in support of
the Trust Group were violently set upon
by some pro-Soviet festival goers.

Still missing is Gennady Volganov.
Gennady is a Soviet lanuit (**Eskimo
Indian'") who started his own Trust
Group. He was put in a mental hospital
and relessed around February of "85
While travelling to Moscow 1o meet
with other peace activists he was picked
up by the K.G.B, There is still no word
as to his whereabouts or condition,

The Case of Trust Member
Viadimir Brodsky

On May 16, Viadimir was charged
with “*Severe Hooliganism®' (5-7
years), On April 16 they told him if he
didn’t stop his activism they'd arrest
him. In an unprecedented move the
Soviets released him after he was on a
30-hour hunger strike. (The Soviets are
sensitive to the protests of Western ac-

mld August, Viadimir was sentenced 1o
3 years. He developed a leg infection
due to constant immersion in several
inches of water in his cell and at some
point they began to force feed him.
Force-feeding is a well known' painful
Soviet torture technique, They shove a
rubber hose in your nose which can pro-
duce hemorrhaging and often induces
heart attacks. In carly September things
became critical and the Soviets were
forced 1o admit him to a prison hospital
where he had a 10-day stay. His hunger
strike ended then, and he now appears to
be “‘okay™. In an “'Open Lenter to
Peace Activiss” Brodsky stated **any
statements made by me in places of im-
prisonment | would like to be ignored
and considered as made from inability to
stand physical sufferings, if the state-
ments would contradict my present con-
victions.™

Bloc-| lree Europe
On 6 May, several peace activists in
the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) made an appeal for a Europe free

tivists as they've gly tried to
court the latter. We have many exam-
ples of the Soviets backing off of the
Trust Group because of such protests.)
Vladimir was married the next day in
the company of 12 K.G.B. agents.
Specifically he's being charged with
having an anti-war exhibit in his apart-
ment (photos of a U.S. disarmament
action sent by Daniel Ellsberg) and for
participating in the April 12th and May
16th actions. As he was hauled off they
also accused him of beating them up!
The K.G.B. told him and his wife
Dina’s baby would not be born alive. He
was jailed again July 17th and was on a
hunger strike. As a reprisal for the
hunger strike the Soviets dumped him
into the Soviet version of the American
“hole”™ — solitary confinement in a

,cold and tiny cell. Although Soviet law

stipulates a maximum stay of 2 weeks in
such a cell Viadimir was held until early
September. His lawyer was kept from
seeing him and also from viewing court
documents on the case.

The trial was postponed twice, and
both times moved (o more inaccessible
locations. During this time 2 mass cam-
paign was launched by Western uc-
tivists, the largest for any Soviet Trust

of foreign military blocs and troops to the
American Ambassador in the GDR. The
llowing is their which is

directed to the Congress of the United
States,

“"Forty years ago. American
soldiers, rogether with other ar-
mies of the anti-Hitler coalition,
liberated the German prople from
fascism. Today, we Germans from
the German Democratic Republic,
commemorate this deed which
took a heavy toll. Forty years age
the occupation of Germany by the
allied troops had the aim of prev-
enting o revival of fascism and
militarism and of attuining o
sturdy peace order in Europe.
Since then the increasing polari-
sation of the superpowers, the ex-
tension of their spheres of infTu-
ence and out of that the formation
of military blocs, has led to a
Europe brisiling with arms. To
overcome this situation, proposaly
such ax nuclear-free zones, first-
strike renunciation and with-
drawal of American and Soviet
troops from Europe were made.

""The new dangers are forcing
ws to ask you fo enter negotiations
with the Soviet Union and other
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countries involved in the conflict,
in order to leave the present frame
and end the bloc confroniation
According to the spirit of political
resrientation, the following aims
should be a subject of these
negotiotions

1. Deplayed foreign troops in
both German states, including
conventional and nuclear arms,
should be returned to their country
of origin. This withdrawal, which
aiso could begin wnilaterally, will
be affected by several steps. At the
same time, both German states
should simultancously reduce
their offensive weapons.

2. In the same way. both
superpowers showld reduce their
deployed rroops and armaments in
ather European Woe countries

3. With the aim of a complete
removal of all weapons of mass
destruction, muclear-free zones,
Sirst in Seandinavia, then in the
Balkans and-in Central Europe,
should be estublished.

4. All Ewropean states should
Join bilateral and multilateral
negotiations aimed ar developing
an all-Exropean treaty system
which determines the conditions
for a durable peace and sertles the
restoration of the ecological bal-
ance, economic relations and
cultural cooperation. Militarily,
this means w transition to
strategies of rerritortal defence
and the dissolution of the bloc
system_ Politically - this treary
system could focilitate o Enropean
confederation in which different
social and economic systems exist
with and beside one another. A
Europe as a third superpower in
thix case wowld be Impossible

5. These new refdrfons among
‘European: states should facilitate
steps which end the application of
Poundless growth-oriented
ecanomic and social strucnires of
the northern industriclised stares
to the countries of the Third
World, The shift of the bloc con-
Srontation by arms exports, threars
of intervention and economic
blackmail must stop. The means
made available by disarmament
steps have o be used 1o help the
hungry of the world

“Negotiation around these
sugpested points will only be suc
cessful if they are made public. We
demand the participation of all
affected Ewropean countries. in-
cluding independent representa-
tives of peace movements und in-
ternational organizations like the
UN and the World Council of
Churches, in the preset and on-
goipg negotiations in Geneva,
Vienna and Stockholm

“Freedom and dignity of
citizens is the key to freedom and
self-determination of all peoples.
Therefore, new ways toward
peaceful solution of conflices in
Europe are only possible with the
participation. of democratic,
peace, ecology and emancipation
movements in East and West. The
independent, bloc-encroaching
actions of these movemenis go
wlong with the complete estab-
lishment of potitical rights for off
citizens.”

Berlin (GDR), May 1985
This statement was signed by forty

first signatories, including Ginter
Krushe, Rainer Epp Katja

Members of the Moscow counter-culture; Hundreds of

young people are joining peace groups such as

Independent Initiative.

| = -
Reprinted from Disnrmament Cam-
paigns, June, 1985

Poland

A new group, the Freedom and
Peace movement has been formed.
They were invited 1o participate in the
European Nuclenr Disarmament
(END) Conference held this July in
Holland. Because they lack freedom of
movement they couldn’t attend but
thanked END. Here is an excerpt from
their founding declaration — **The
word {peace — ed.) is nowadays most
often used by those who utter slogans
about pence, co-operation and disar-
mament while trying to deprive free
people all over the world of the means
and the will to defend their libertics ,
1f peace is 1o be established in the politi-
cal life of states and peoples, the neces-
sary condition is the gusrantee of per-
sonal freedom for all individuals.”” —
Adam Michnik is a Solidarity activist
jailed for his activism. Following is an
excerpi from an appeal he wrote to the
West before his trial:

**1 wish to appeal strongly 1o all
those who are involved in peace
movements and who want to con-
tribute to the dialogue among na
tions and states. There are twa im-
portant arguments to support this
appeal. Firsly, our generals re-
spect your -mefnn because they
are trying 10 show the world that
they do observe the law; then,
perhaps your presence might be
decisive to our fate. There iy also
the other reason; in cave the gen-
erals imterpret your infentions fo
observe the trial as o detriment 1o
their honor and call it interference
in Polish internal affairs and o
breach of Polish sovereigney, take
it as an informative lesson con-
cerning the true face of those who
keep despatching to the world de-
clarations of, and appeals for
peace. You can then share your
knowledge with your mations, and
from me, you can pass on expres-
sions of solidarity and admiration
for the freedom-fighters in Chile.'
Extracts of this appeal appeared on

the editorial page of the New York
Times, but the above quote was conve-
niently left out. Adam asked Western
activists to please attend his trial. The
U.5. Campaign for Pcace and

Havemann, Barbel Bobley, Gerd and
Ulrike Poppe und others,

D y/East and West and Across
Frontiers magazine responded by
sending a representative 1o the trial with
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Many Trust activists have been ex-

pelled from the U.S.5.R. and are now

- living in the U.S. Lev Dudkin and fam-
ily arrived in the late spring. Vitaly Bar-
bash was allowed to emmigrate and ar-
rived in August. These activists remain
active disarmament organizers and are
building increasing ties to the Western
anti-nuclear movement.

S0 what can people do? If the logic
and humanity of joint East/West ac-
tivism makes sense (o those reading this
then there are many things that can be
done. One can simply spread info. re-
garding the Eastern movements, of on
your anti-nuclear leaflet also call on the
U.S.5.R. 1o disarm and 10 stop repres-
sion of peace activists, Exiles can be
invited 10 speak at forums and rallies,
etc. The point is that we should
become one. It"s also very important 1o
send protest letters 1o the Kremlin and 1o
stage pickets at Soviet/Eastern bloc
consulates to protest repression. Mos-
cow has listened to the voices of West-
ern activists in the past. O

-

; For more info write: Friendship

a protest statement "‘_ii'_'ﬂ’ by a wide  Committee with the Independent

spectrum of U.S. uctivists and which  Goyiet Bloc Peace Movements, 528 5th

was read outside the courtroom Swreet, Brooklyn, New York 11215,
ELE U.S. AL, or call (T18) 499-7720,

CONNEXIONS, a national information-sharing project, 15 locking for volunteer
regional contact people to join us in our work of locating, bringing together,
and summarizing the information, ideas, stpategies, amalyses, experiences, and
visions of grassroots social change nrwps across Canada, We need more pecple
‘on the spot' to help make COMNEXIONS as complete, comprehensive, up-to-date,
and valuable, as pessible, Wa produce a quarterly CONKEXIONS Digest of Resourced
and Groups for Social Change, and are working on & natiomal Directory, an Index
of Alternative Periodicali, and computérized information services. If you think
you might be able to help, or for mors information, contect us at 427 Bloor St.
Mext, Toronto MSS 1X7, (416) 260-2903.
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SEX IS NOT OBSCENE!

The real obscenity is the marketing of women as products —
The dehumanization and glorification of violence.

‘WE ARE IN FAVOR OF NUDITY & SENSUALITY
Wa sirive leward & mars sesually liberaied society,

W advicate dmania anienimg sl sspinences mcludng marmuraton, cunndnga, ieilaue, sodomy,
marganey emany y and

Praliet Somae
W dakend 1 edunlon, sbarion and scoe to Lile s feaabie trth contrel for men and women
W ek in a0 13 the bedy hatred and put contarmeng Renmal lncimn Ehat th woma hting society,
foaracs
There o o difference between o geowine bve, Sccepeance ond empowerment of the body, and the
marketing of women and edphotaton of nidity thot A the trademark of pornagrophy

WE ARE ANTI-CENSORSHIP

W tupport unlimed fresdom of the pre

Wa comRA (el 06 government i cigiable ol decaieg whaE information ndentuals ihould have accass ta.

Wa do not wint pornography hidden. e wa o dapliyed Sacussed snd reected i bagory

Ve da not want sensarthip We mant s (liens sasdios aganst wolent pornography. We tal on ibersh, sl
1t a1, ard il il v 1y IR bophared o Irmecinm, 10 Lak pubbic respamusity for parmegrigly snd
ok Ao Y e 68 this rathoking @ meenin

WE ARE OPPOSED TO OBJECTIFICATION
AND VIOLENT PORNOGRAPHY
We e sppesad Lo the dapliy ol wemar's bod 10 el prodie = advertiung
Wt 0B L3 s g pudged i Dasury pIgESAG, Sothed o wcisthed,
Ve repact ihe BuAng WLANTEC parmagraghy UL pArert) s ) Sur Loray
Wa rafune in Liler ate e wpgeng Bngag, mpm, 1orturs s humdaoon of
prsiie
W Bamand corparats snd iibiridusl reponsiniity o puanng, prinong, Sertuton sl wilng o wost
pornagrehy.

WE PRACTICE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Women s tred of baing Ay, nabbhg id nf progucn, or by pom 1 fla on their
Backs und Want W it real reprasaniaon (legal sconom and socall, We demand gl nghts. in the
gt w il b mak s a0 the S 5w wheth anded thes natin,

Whar tha mudttslion dailsr posragrap v it thas sl
e, e =l 190 COIIOUTTE 1) SUF Geei) WEIITEON by AMARIg Linng

(W advocats sni commit civil discbadience & rechanon agumst wesusdy violsn gl o L e
1t 1 vt st @ matter of sur perscnal distaste for this matenal Women's sofety and ou very ive depend o
theie wasmen-hoting tlonderous bes thot pamographens are morketng about vt

Citinns for Madis Ruponsibiliy  wilhout Lim

| Ol fur Social Respaniuiity)
PO Bastll & Cukdew Wi 3400

W eaghod sunal » place WL scnce and ed andt rrast o all i e |
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