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A group of women frcz both Ontario and New York

are planning to establish a. Women'. Peace Camp thia

BUDDer at the Seneca Palls Army Depot,vbere the

neutron bomb i. stored. The group,which includes

repr••entatives of the tier Resiaters' I.eaque and

the American Friends' Service Committ•• ,plans to

establish the camp July 4th,and keep it open through

Labour Day.

The site, gO mile. west of Syracuse, bas special

significance for the women because Seneca wa. the

location, in 1590, a meeting of Iroquoi. women

demanding an end to war among the tribes, and in

1848 was the site of the first Women's Rights

Convention Which gave shape and voice to tbe 19th

century feminist movement.

For further information, contact Helen Durie in

Ottawa (613) 238-4629, or the WOmen t 8 Peace and

Justice Education Centre. 713 Monroe Avenue,

Rochester, Ny, 14007

VANCOUVER FIVE DEFENCE COMMITTEE.

The Vancouver 5 Defence CODlDittee will be having

a rally with coffee and muffins, musicians and a

video presentation about the Five, and (very few)

speakers about the ca.e at the Trojan Horse .181

Danforth Ave.,on Kay 2nd, starting at 7:30 p.m.

"A FEMINIST AFFAIR"
We are a collective of Toronto radical feminists in the
process of organizing a cultural/political event for the end of
July 1983.

We hope that the event will provide a venue for artists.
writers. craftswomen. dancers. thespians. and political ac
tivists. We invite women to participate-bring your ideas and
energy to help organize this gala happening II

Our next general meeting will be Thursday. May 12.
7:30p.m. at McPhail Residence Gym. 389 Church Street. at
Carlton. Contact number 537-6989.



The. disease of militarism by Ron Hayley

Introduction

rh. p•• c • • ove••nt. if it i. to have .nl/ hope

of .ucc•••• • u.t gr•• p deeply the c.u••• of the

ine...orable .lide totlard. World War 3. Thi. arti

cle. like the di.cu•• ion/deb.te with Brenda Hc

Kinn.y (•••~ liith !..!!.!£..!~: !!2.!!.
~ !!!. Get Th.r. rro. ~? in '6). s ••lu to place

the ong01ng d1.cu •• ion on ••ore 50phi.t1cat.d le

vel. This articl • .,111 focus on .ev.r.l hypoth••••

concerning the cau••• of .,ar. their r ••p.o.tiv.

.trength• • nd .,.akne.se•• and the interf.c ......i.

ting betw••n th••• The four h\ipoth•••••r. a) the

p.I/Cholog1cal th.or", ol .,ar/ b) the "cold .,.r a.
• pectacle"/ c)war a ••n outgro.,th ol the 1• .,. of

i.p.ri.li •• , and d) "t:tar .nd militar", 5pending i.

good lor bu.in ...... All of the.e th.orie. (and thi.

i. not an .xhau.tive li.t) have point. to r.coa••nd

th ••• and th.", ar. not lIIutually exclu.ive.

Different war. are fought for dilferent

rh. F.lkl.nds war ••rv.d to divert .ttention from

the pr••• ing economic and politic.l probl ••• haunt

ing the Briti.h .nd Argentinian rUling cl •••••. vi

.tn.lIl. on the oth.r hand. wa. an elfort to show 01'

pr••••d p.ople. wh.t would happen to the. should

they r •• i.t the li/ok. of u.s. dOlllin.tion (ditto .,ith

the oth.r .ide in Cz.ch.lov.kia). Afghani.t.n i.

probably being fought for .tr.t.gic aotiv•• vi.-.

vi. the ov.rall cl ••h of ••pir••• U:S • • nd Soviet.

wh.re•• El s.lv.dor h•• f •• tures of both .uppr••"

ing • pot.ntiall", .x••plary n.tional lib.r.tion .,.r,

•• tlell a. U.S.-Sovi.t jock.ying for po.itJ.on in

C.ntr.l A••ric••

But ..h.t.v.r the .otiv••• ill. tI.r • • t •• lro. tlhat

Jon.th.n Sch.ll c.ll" "th. "y.t•• of ind.p.nd.nt,

sov.r.ign n.tion-.t.t ..... l Inde.d, the .b"urdity

of nucl •• r brink••n.hip lie. in the f.ct th.t the

t.chni"al c.pabiliti." for ... r "'.v. tr.n.c.nd.d

.,.r'. origin.l purpo•• -- to ••dl.te bettl••n co.

p.ting n.tlon.l int.r.sts. In the .od.rn .r., !.2.

~ 2!!.L..!~~ !.!. !£. ri.k ~ !!!.

nihi1llt10n 2.! ill pl.net.

But it i. not .nough to h.ve id.ntifi.d the n.

tion-.t.t • •• the probl••• ror if "w.r i. the h •• l th

of the .t.t .... the .xi.t.nc. of the .t.t. i. it••lf

• n ad.i •• ion of the .,.r r.ging throughout .ocl.t", -

b.tw••n cl •••••• n.tionaliti ••• ••••• -- .in .hort.

b.tw.en tho•• with pow.r .nd tho.e without. For the

.t.t., in the fin.l .n.l"'$i., i. nothing .ore than

an in.tru••nt wh.r.b", the oppr•••or. fore. th.ir

will upon the ol'pr••••d. The .t.te ha. not .1w.II.

• zi.t.d. It .ro•••• an outgrowth of the p.tri.rc

hIl • .,ith it. v.lu•• of do.ination and .ub_i•• ion,

violence and will power.2 Thu •• this article ••• u

.e. that all the "aus•• di.cu••ed in the [allotting

paragraphs have roots in a COlllmon .ource: the t.c

hno-patr iarchy.

TI!! Psychological 'l'heory £!. War

The psychological theory of war say. that war.

are caused by leaders who, because of their inner

psychological conflicta. feel cODpelled to subju

gate and destroy other nations. perhaps the perfect

example is that of liitler. While it'. true that Hit

ler could never have riaen to power without the po

werful backing he received from some of Germany' •

biggest finance capitalists 'see ~ Financed !!!!.
ler?), this does not mean that the ideology and move-

ment of fascism was a mere boardroom concoction.

While German imperialism stood to benefi t

from waging and winning a war of conq1lest, lIlAOy of

Hi tler' a speci fie wartime decisions lacked poli tical

anel military sense. Moreover, imperialism certainly

hael no systemic neeel for the annihilation of the

Jew••

Describing the conditions which nurtured the rise

of Hitler, Susan Griffin writes:

"In the p.riod of hi.tor", which pr.c.d.d
the Third Reich, the do.in.nt cultur••1'
p••r.d to b. f.iling. Th••xi.ting order
of things Ifa. cru.bling . .,. know .nd h.v•
studied the outw.rd .ign. of th1. cri.i ••
Th • • b ••nc. of gov.rn.ent.l control. Bco-
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nellie coll.p5•• D.ve.t.ting infl.tion. r.
rribl. po••rtSl. un.aploSl.ent. .ut •• both
• caus. and .n etfect of the•••vent., •
crisis of .ind w.s .lso .11.cting Europe.

·aere .nd th.r•• like .lIplosions. the old
fr.g••nt.tions b.g.n to giv. w.lI. rh• • oul
cr.pt b.ck into the body ••• • rh • .id•• of f.
••1. lib.r.tion W•• growing. lio••n p.rtici
p.t.d in gov.rn••nt. in cultur•. G.r••ny
wi tn••••d the b.ginning. of • l.rg. f •• in
i.t .ov•••nt. J

Faced with the los. of certainty, a melting of the

old patriarchal values and mytha, the German people 

with Hitler in the vanguard - enoa. to believe in

stead in a d.lusion. Aa Su.an Griffin write.,

-flh.th.r the ch.uvini.t .ind .xpr•••••
it ••lf through r.cist prop.g.nda or through
pornogr.phlj. it. delu.ion•• re not innocent.
ror the .ind "hie. b.li.v•• in • delusion
.ust ulti•• tellj I.e. re.lit.,. And b.cllu••
the ch.uvinist d.sp.r.t.llj n ••ds to b.lieve
in his d.lusion, when h. is f.ced with the
r •• l nature of the world, h• • ust .ct. H.
.ust forc. the world to r ••••bl. bi. d.Ju
.ion. -.

In ,.aularchal/clasa aoctety, the individual i.

forced to .plit hi./her intellect ana will off fror:a

hia/iler intuition and Ul)tion, and to .uppr.aa that

balf of tneaaelve. whicn ia 1ncoapatible with their

aoc1al/a.xul role. In men, in particular, the re

aulting ·pornographic mind· ·projecta tne knowled

g. of t.'e body and the natural self upon anotner

being ••.•And ••• delenda itaelf and takes revenge by

htailiat.ing, puniahing, and deatroying this other-S,

wiaich ia nothing ~re than a symbol for the denied

part of theaelv.a. Thua,

- •• the ch.uvini.t .ind .ust cboos. vic
tor V ov.r .n i ••gin.d '.n••v· before ac
tu.J .ilit.rSl .urviv.l. rh. delusionarSi
w.r .,hich the N.zi ".ged with the J.w w.s
.or. r •• l to hi. tll.n .ny actu.l b.ttl.
fi.ld. N• .,•••ven pr.p.r.d to ••crilic.
hi. ~ ....n lif. in ord.r to murd.r this 1.
.lIgin.rll .n••.,. for like the pornogr.ph.r.
hi. phljllic.l ....i.t ••c. h.d co•• to ••an
1••• to hi. than tb. cul tur.l 1. ••ge h.
b.d of hi•••ll. II. b.d co•• to live through
and for this i.ag•. -'

The need leaders feel to dominate others ~ the

~ 2! domination itaelf ia indeed a factor to be

reckoned with. Harry Truman 8aid in tne late 40'.:

·'the whole world should adopt the American syatem.

The American system can survive in America only if

it becOIlles a world system.· The chauvini.t mind

cannot tolerate difference. Thi. need to dominate

oGviously derives frOID the ideolO9'Y and aensibili

ty of the society in which these people were oro

U9ht up. But that they, a. individUAla, ahould be

allowed to exerciae their penchant for violence

and power-trippi_g require. that it be in the aya
te",'a interests to perlllit it and promote it. A man

like Reagan, for inatance, i. nothing but a mouth

piece -- • living embodiment of the ey.tem he

aerves. But hi. aociety-bred and nurtured peycho

ai., once entrenched in power, can do incalculable

MI'1I. Hitler'a irrational IIlOvea proved the unc10ing

of GenMn iJIpeorialiD. Reagan'. actiona, in the

DAM of Hvlll9 the _ir., covld actually d••troy

ita Ideology, once created, acquirea a llO_nt.- of

ita owna

Thia patriarch -- this white, 72-year old creak-

ing dinoaaur ~a indicated quite plainly that

he conaider. it his perogative to extinguish human

ity in order to prevent it froll suffering the wor••

fate of a converaion to "Communism". A. he said at

a recent annual convention of the Evangelical. in

the United States:

"'A nu.ber of 9•• rs ago, I be.rd a 90ung
l.th.r .ddre•• ing • tre••ndou. gatbering
in C.lifornl •• It w.s during the time of
the Cold fI4Ir when communi•••nd our own w.!i
of life "'er. verY' .uch on people'. minds.
Hew•• • pe.Jdng to th.t .ubject.

-Suddenllj. I b •• rd hi. saljing '1 love -!Ii
little girl • • or. th.n .nljthing in the
world. but I would r.th.r .ee the.,' and
I thought -- ·Oh. no, not th.t.'

-But I had und.re.ti •• ted hi•. H. lI.nt on:
'I would r.th.r ••• the. die no"' • • till be
li..v1ng in God th.n to gro'" up under co••u
ni._ .nd one dliV die no long.r believing in
God. '

-There "'.re thou••nd. of ljoung 1'.01'1. in
th.t .udience. rh.lj c ••• to th.ir fe.t lIIith
shout. of JO!li. Thelj recognized the prolound
truth in wh.t h ••• id.-

Given that Reagan's militariD !!2!.! have the

eonaenaue .upport of a majority of thoa. in power

(i.e. the capitalist claa. -- the economic anu po

litical elite), how apecifically do they ben.fit?

There are different answere. One theory (th. ·cold

war aa spectacle·) ••y. that all the inter-i.aper

i.list aabre-rattling .e,:ve8 a .trictly ideolO9'ic

a1 purpoae -- that of hiciing the aystem' a failurea

by blaming them on the -Enemy·. 7 For instance, in

an American aituationist magazine publiahed in 1972,

we read:

·rh. Cold "lIr wa••n id.ologic.l ru •• ",h.re
bY' the co.".ting v.ri.nts of c.pi t.l1. ••
could pr••ent e.cb otb.r •• tb • • b.olut.
~I in the p ••udo-.oci.li.t c~
this .cco.plished • • oci.l unific.tion in
th. f.c. of th. 'ene.lj·, which conc•• l.d
the clas. div1._ion•••i.ting in tb••••oc
ietie•. In the We.t the .pectr. of tot.l
it.riani •• wa. flung in the f.c. of the
prol.t.ri.t •• the .ellning of 'co••uni •• ·,
.ff.ctiv.1Y' inti.id.ting .uch of the "'or
king cl •••• -'

Aa Georg. Orwell put it, in his famoua novel

1984, ·the conaequences of' being at war, and there

fore in danger, aakea the handing over all power

to a. ...11 caste a... the natural, unavoi6able con

di tion of aurvival.·9

Obviously, if the ideology of confronting an

external Enemy ia effective it'. becaua., in part,

it is alao lucrative for the populace a. a whole.

'i'he German people benefi~ted from the militarizat

ion of the Geraan economy -- !! the !!!5!..!!~ To
the extent that the Allerican people ben.fit fr<:lll

AlDerican iaperiali.. in teras of their high atan

dard of living, it ia only becau.. they bav. allow-



ed themselves to be colonized by that society's

values. Who would trade a life-affircing, decentra

lizeo. close-to-nature existence (one without the

threat of nuclear destruction) for Disneyland with

a mushroom cloud lurk.lng up above? Only those who

have been subjected to a brainwash, and who have

no conception of other possible modes of life.

People may buy into the system, out power over

vents (and over the brainwashing mechanism as a

whole) still rests in the hands of t)le ruling class.

The problem with the "cold war as spectacle"

theory is that, however effective war-mongering

may be in covering up their societies' respective

abaurd.lties, these assholes are for real. The Pen-

tagon recently stated that "the U.S. i. already en

gaged in a peace-time competition wi th the Soviets

and that a war with the Soviets would probably be

global and may be lengthy."lO In their view, "Should

deterrence fail and strategic nuclear war with the

USSR occur, the United States must prevail and be

aiJle to force the Soviet Union to seek earliest ter

mination of hestili ties on terms favouraole to the

United States. "11 They are 't.hinking the unthinkaoleJ
And,as they prepare to spend two trillion dollarS'

on arms development in the next five years (the

equivalent of eight thousand dollars per man,woman,

and child in the United States), we can only con

clude that these people are deadly seriousl

War !.! ~ Outgrowth £!. the Laws ~ Imperialism

And, indeed, part of the intensification of hos

tilities in recent years does have to with the eco

'nomic limitations of capitalism -- in both its Eas

tern and Hestern variants. Various theories have

been put forward. I would ~riefly like to discuss

two: tne laws of imperialism theory, and the mih

tary spending is good for business theory. The laws

of imperialism theory (developed by Lenin and others)

says that, because of its systemic tendency to ei

ther overproduce or underproduce capital (depending

on whose theoretical model you're following), cap

italism has need to expand beyond the national bor

ders of its country of origin. Because of toe dec

lining rate of profit, it must export capital to

underdeveloped reqions of the world where labour

and raw materials are cheap. This need for expans

ion leads to a struggle for the division of the world

into economic and political spheres of domination.

The resulting empires generate military-strategic

interest. predicated on a need to protect and ex

pand one'. turf.

Some more recent propdnents of this theory have

postulated that in a world divided up by various

imperialist powers, world wars playa role anala

goua to that fornaerly played by cyclical depres

sions. Whereas before you'd have an overabundance

of capi taliats on a national level -- some of whom

would be gobbled up by other» in periodic depres

sions -- now toe action is being played out on an

international scale, and whole countries are gob

bled up in the war of competing capitals. Suco, in

this view. was the nature of World JIlars land 2.

As each empire runs up against the boundaries of

its opponent, internal decay -- stemming from a

decline in the rate of profit, a shortage of raw

materials, and internal dissension -- leads to a

need to batter down the wall,. of the opponent's em

pire in order to have more room to expand.

The problem with this theory, however, is that,

while it'. true that capita11st and bur~aucratic

societies do have a systemic need to "expand or

die" in order to remain economically viable, going

to war -- from an economic point of view (now that

nuclear weapons are the currency of war) -- is sui

cidal. If they ·win", they lose. They destroy their

own real estate. But this is pr~cisely why one can

not discount the individual psychological factors

in the make-up of world leaders. They might just

prefer to die (and drag everyone elae along with

them) than relinquish power. After all, they are

capitalists not because of an intrinsic fascination

5



with economic., but becauae, in a capitali.t world,

being a capitali.t (or a flunkey thereof) i. the

only way to enjoy power, and this ia, after all,

what cIa•••yat_ are ultimately all about -- aome

people enjoy having power over other••

In George Orwell's scenario in !!!i, war was

aeized upon by d\. world's ruling elite., in the

recoqnition that hierarchy waa now historically ob

aolete, and hence had to be sustained by artificial

means. He wri te.:

.... a hier.rchical .oci.tll va. only po.sibl.
on a b.si. of povertll and ignoranc•• rhe
probl •• vas hov to k••p the vh••l. of in
dustrll turning vithout increa.ing tb. r •• l
ve.lth ot the vorld. Goods aust b. produced.
but th.y ne.d not b. diatribut.d. And in
pr.ctic. the onlJl v.y _ot .chieving this va.
bll continuous v.rt.r.... 12

!!!!. "Military Spending II~~~" Theory

The "mili tary spending is good for buainess.. the

ory ha. some merit. While the government reflecta

the intereat. of the larg, capitali.t. a. a whole,

different industries and. sectoral intere.t. do joc

key for favour and po.ition. And certainly the re

lation.hip between the p.ntagon and the arma indua

try i. ince.tuou•• As Michael Parenti note. in a

• tudy enti tIed tlMore Buck. From the Bang",

"2'h. ailitarll budg.t is riddled vith
vast •• dup'2ication. and poor p.rtoraanc••
In one d.cad •• at l.ast siX'tlJl-.ight .ajor
veapons svst ••s v.re ab.ndon.d •• unvork
abl •• r.pre.enting • v.st. of ••nll billions.
The Arall .lloc.ted $1.5 billion to develop
• he.vv lift helicopter -- ev.n though it
.lr.adll bad heav!J-lift h.licopt.rs -- vhile
the "avIJ v.s building .n al.o.t identic.l
one. At • c"st ot .any .illions, tb. Air
rorce and "avlI si.ult.n.ou.l" d.veJoped so
phisticated airborne v.rning .V.t •••. A Con
gre.sional inv.stigation di.covered thac"'the
Pentagon va. unable to locate vh.re hall it.
procur•••nt budg.t, a su. of $20 billion,
v •• b.ing spent. the .on." having gone to
corporate subcontr.ctors ot vbo., incredi
bl!/ .nough, no record v•• kept btl the De
tens. Depart••nt. On .nother occasion, it
w•• discovered that 'entagon otficials h.d
lost track ot so•• $30 billion in ve.pons
and other .ilitary .quip••nt intended lor
lor.ign ord.rs.·IJ

Since it a.rve. powerfully entrenched economic

ana bureaucratic int.re.t., military .pending can

easily become an end in it••lf. Moreov.r, it'. a

gre.t way of hiding an otherwi•• IDOribund economy.

Like the burned-out junkie -- give him a shot of

heroin, and he teaporarily .pring. to life. How

ever, while certain section. of the capitalist.

benefit, this policy of militarizing the .conomy

has real coats. Firat of all, military apending by

government requires deficit financing, and this de

fici t leada to ca.peti tion b.tween govern.-nt and

bu.ine.s for capital (the latt.r ne.ding it for

purpose. of inve.taent). Th. apencUng of money by

the government~ II !:!!!~ have .lso ha. the

effect of generating inflation, which und.rmine.

the econo.y a•• "hoI., and exacerbate. the preDl_

of in.tability "hich it ".a ori9inally _ant to

solve. Thu., one could argue that' a. an economic

6

remedy, a militarized economy i. ultiutely a dead

end.

Conclu.ion

But, perhapa, none of the.e explanation. i ••uf

ficient in them.elvea. Perhaps, they are all right,

to some deqree -- each factor reinforcing the other•.

Having gone to war to drag it.elf out of depre.-

sion and expand its empire, berican imperiali..

.uccombed to the pr.gm..ti .... of a Iftilitarizecl .cono

my (which it never demilitarized after World War 2),

thus keeping it. economy charged. up, and it. people

sl.vishly happy .0 long •• the buck. were rolling in

from foreign exploitation. Now that the chickens

from this policy are coming home to roo.t, baper

ialiem i. locking it.elf into' a seri.s of .elf-d••

tructive JIOve. "hich brook no e.c.pe. Deer•••• or

incre.ae military spending -- either way, the eco

nomy will still reveal its funcl&aental bankruptcy.

Expanding territory .nd rever.ing setback. bring.

teMpor.ry re.pite, but require. further militari

zation. Expan.ion breeda the need for preparing for

inevitable conflict. Retreating before conflict

whets the aggre.sive appetite. of one'. opponent••

And .ince the ultiaat.ly quantity at i ••u. i. pow

er, perhapa it is better to de.troy one' a opponent•

.nd oneaelf than to .lowly aucCOlllb to .trategic

blackmail. Ev.nts !!!. out of control. NadlDen .!!!
at the hela. W. have no choice -- we Ilust r.gain

control or periah. If we cannot guarantee .ucce.a,

.urely our inaction will guarantee failure •

SUBVERT THE TECllNO-PATRIAIlCIIY BEFORE IT SUBVERTS US 1

~
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African feminist "Roots"
by Alexandra Devon

When Britiah colonialists took away Nigerian

Iqbo women'. right to .. 81 t on a man" in the 1820' B,

they effectively crippled what had, up to that time,

been a quite .ffective institution for fighting the

patriarchy. "Sitting on a man" was a type of direct

action that a group of women would undercake

&qalnat a :un who had, for example. beat his wife,

let biB cow eat: her ya.ma or any number of other

tranagre••ions. Thi. "action" consisted of women

aurrounding the houa. of the offending man lace at

night. where they would dance. bang on (or, in

extreme cae.a, demolish) his hut, perhaps beat him

up a b1 t and aing songs detailing the women's

grievanc•• , .a well .a a few bawdy ones calling his

unbood into q~e.tion for good meaaure. This would
qo on for al long as a d.ay or until the

apologized and agreed to reform.

Thil type of demonltration (elements of which

leem somewhat reminiscent of more recent feminist

actions luch al ·sit in.· in augh Hefner's office,

direct action against video stores, ·take back the

night" marches) was by no mean. an ilolated spon

taneous action but an outgrowth of other Iqbo

women I s institutions: these organizations and

tactics were integrally bound up with the society,

as a whole, and seemed to be fairly effective in

getting results. As is common in most locietiea,

I900 women were economically and socially at a

disadvantage and subject to patriarchal control I

however, power in general, in Igbo society v.s

more diffuse. allowing a fair amount of equality

among all the adult member. of the village whiCh

also meant that women' 8 groups did exert consid

erable influence.

The solidarity of Igbo women is reflected in

their own political insti tutions, their Metings

(mikiri), their market networks, their kinship

groups and their right to use strikel, boycottI

and force to effect their decisions. The most

pov~rful of these institutions wal tile &:<eeting,

"whien articulated women' I intereltl !!~~

those of men." There were no leaderl al luch, in

cont. pg 8
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HALIFAX MIDWIVES: by Raven Williamson

right to home birth under attack
In Halifax. Nova Scotia three women are facing

ten years on a charge of criminal negligence

arising from a homeb1.rth on Jan la. ?he women face

a po.aible charge of murder should the baby die

in hospital. As said above. the women face 10

years because the parents wanted to exercise

their freedom of choice by having the baby

delivered at home rather than in the hospital.

Their reasoning may be economical and also may
\

be due to the fact that homebirth is often

better for the baby and the mother. Haspi ta15

tend to treat pregnant women as a mere 8,tati5tic

instead of as a person. A "spokes~" for the rJova

Scotia Medical Society says that he "abhors home

deliveries" (I wonder, has he ever had one?)

"They're fraught with danger". The only reason

•• cont. from pg 7
t eae groups, decisions were arrived a t through

consensus and announced informally to husbands or

throuqh 8pokes~omen who were chosen to spread the

word to men or women in other villages. If the

women's demands were ignored they could (and did)

"take direct action to enforce their decisions and

protect their interests." Some of these decisions

applied to the conduct of men - such as the rowdy,

destructive behaviour of the young men at the

market. Husbands and elders were asked to control

the young.. men. If this was not done then "sitting

on a man" might "be employed. Other COllective

actions might include all women refusing to cook,

or threatening to leave the village en masse. These

tactics were' likely to cause rapid reconsideration

on the part of the men.

While the pre-conquest situation for Igbo women

was far from ideal, the various bureaucratic, male

dominated systems established by the Victorian

colonialists severely undermined the women's

existing power. Now women were to be ruled by a

patriarchy which they had no ability to fight and,

on top of this, there was a :"'state" to add further

weight to their oppression.

The most militant action on the part of the I9bO

women in defiance of thJ.s new order 'began in 1929

when the British tried to tax the women (after

having already begun taxing the men). Over an area

of six thousand square miles the tactical message

apread and the message was "sit on them." .(Bear in

mind that all this communication was transmitted

without telephones.) Women converged on various

government centres throughout two huge provinces

and "sat on" the Warrant C~iefs (the local rep

resentative). The best kr.own of these "riots", as

8

that homebirths are fraught with danger i8 that if

everyone had their babies at home, then ho.pitall

and doctors would stand to 108e millions in the

way of financial revenues .•• Hoapital. are

institutions for the injured and sick people \to

get well in. We of this paper do not con.ider

pregnancy to be an injury, let alone an illne.a.

In fact, more babies are lost at hoapital. than

at homebirths. People are in hospital. becauae of

injuries, illnesses and therefore are more "fraught

wi th danger" due to a high rate of disease germ.,

etc. This tends to lead to more complicationa for

the mother and baby than homebirtha.

We hear that the women are planning- (with their

lawyer I s help) to call international midwifery

cont. pg. 10

they were called. took place in Aba, a major

administrative centre, where thousands at women

wearing short loincloths, their taces ameared Vi~

charcoal and ashes, their heads bound Wi th ferna

(symbolizinq war) and carrying' sticks wreathed with

palms (invoking the powers of female anceatora)

descended on the place. They burned the Nat1v•.

Court buildinq, released priaoners and following

the "sittinq on a man" style, carried on in a

noisy and raucous way. The atate reacted with full

force, kill~ng SO women and wounding SO others.

There were no casualtie. on the other aid••

The British made it quite clear that only the

state could us. force, and individuals or groups oC

individuals could not act to protec:t their own
interests if these were at odds with tho•• of the

Btate. In the years that followed the "meetinq·

lost its vitality becauae "self-help" was outla~d,

which meant that women could no lonqer carry out

decisions made in their meetinq., theae became,

instead, like :narketinq board., ••r·"inq a. pre.aure

groupa for specific economic intere.ts.

This her.tory is intereating for showinq how

colonialism helped "underdevelop· women'. political

streng th and effectively shored up An exiatinq

patriarchy through establishing a male dominated

state. Although feminiam, in ita moat recent form,

is primarily a Weltern phenomenon, women-a

struggle. against the patriarchy have a lonq and.

rich tradition much of Wh.ich has b.en effectively

buried And needs to be brouqht to the fore.

All the information concerning Iqbo aoci.ety comea

from an article entitled "Sitting On A l-lan" by

Judith Van Allen in the~~~ African

Studies, Vol. VI, ii (1972). 165-181



Editorial:

The political is personal
iolhen we firat ccc°C'ivnd Ca::lilla Decarnin's letter

'.ee K. I .0. I(i}. t~le collcct:i ve as a whole t',ad Just

begun to t:tirUt about pornographj'. The wornen in t.he

collective were firmly anti-pornogra?hy feminists.

having read a bit of feminist analysis ana, as

memers o~ Toronto Nomen Against Violence Against.

Aomen, participated in a W.A.V.A.W. researcn

project on pornography. The men in the collective

varied: wbile most were critical of patriarchy and

pornography. some wavered on questions of "freedol':\

of speech- and others tel t that it was possible

to look at pornography and decide tiut certain

picture. were or were not offensive.

Caz:L111a'a letter changed all til.t.Qur collective

had been frightfully ignorant. of the shape that

the c1ebate had taken in the G.S. The letter plunged

ua all into a flurry of thought, study, research,

and,perhapa moat important,argument. The whole

situation waa very much exacerbated by two factors:

1) aome of the women in the collective participated,

vith other women, in a women I 8 group and some of

the men in the collective participated,with other

men, 1n a men'. group: 2) most of the women in the

women'. group were 1n relationships with men in

the men'. group. Indeedrfor all of us, the personal

verJ mu.ch became political. The women were up in

arm. at the apparent toler~nce of pornography in

the men's group. The men were up in arma because

they perc.iived the women aa trying to control ther.l.

Not only vere the men arguing aDout pornography

but acme seemed to feel a great resentment toward

the vomen'a movement as a whole. They pcrC"C'ivC'(] the

women's movement as a threat,as they felt it would

have a great impact on the1r future but,as men, they

vere shut out from feminiat dialogue. The women in

the K.I.O. collective countered this by agreeing

that male thought and opinion has a legitimate

place in tne diacourse on aexual poli tics. However,

ve reiterated that the women'. movement is and

should remain. womAn's concern and that we would

continue doinq whatever ve felt right within and

through the women'. movement.

Argue ,argue ,argue .Relationships were threatenecl.

The turning point came when one of the men read

Su••n Griffin'. book Pornography !.!!!!~.
Griffin' a cogent arguementa on patriarchy and

pornography made a marked impresaion on him. In

another couple, there had been an agreement made

that the man would read feminist theory AS recom

mended by the woman. The fitBt book she gave him

v •• Griffin'., and after reading it he started

.ay1n9 that,in h1. opinion, patriarchy needs to be

eSestroyed.

Where are we now? The K.I.O. collective, becauae

of the infusion of feminist thought,is theoretic...

ally sounder. We are firmly anti-pornography,but

with a more in-depth analysis which atreB.es t.he

idea that pornography,while partly causal,ia mainly

symptomatic. To quote from the N.A.V.A.i'l. Intern

ational t'lomen's Day Statement, "Pornography ... is

the extrer.te representation of male colonization of

women's bodies." We feel that government regulation

of pornography is no solution. The industry would

merely be driven underground. The harmful images of

·....omen will still appear in advertising,media,

fashion, and, equally important, the victimization of

women and children who work in the industry will

continue. We call for continued education on, and

analysis of, pornography.

However, to focus on pornography without atteJllP

ting to destroy the attitudes which give riae to

it is to fight a futile battle. The need for porn

ography is fuelled by many things, am.")ng these the

belief that sex is 'dirty' and degrading, that to

share pleasure with another person is to have lea.

yourself, and a fundamental inability to accept

one', sexuality.So,while criticizing pornography as

a reflection of repressive attitudea toward women

and sexuali ty, we must encourage erotic subversion,

which means having more open discussions and at-

ti tudes toward sexuality and developing erotica a.

opposed to the current plethora of sexiat porno

graphy. While recognizing that our sexuality ha.,

to a large extent, been formed by this society we

9



muat also recognize that we are not alaves to

history. To reject pornographic images which rein

force the atatua quo and create ne.... images that we

define ourselves is another way to reclaim control

over our lives.

We urge our female readership to become actively

involved in vomen'. groups in their areas.While ....e

would not place upon any woman the demand eha t she

funnel her energy into men,we hope that many will,

a. we have, reintegrate themselves into the anarch

iat movement and dialogue w1.th the men involved.

While we atill refuae to dialogue with men who are

unprepared for our level of discourse,or who are

clo.ed-minded to feminist ideas ,we have personally

found it rewarding to dialogue with those men who

are willing and able to meet us naIf-way.

Furthermore, the women of 1'.1.0. feel that,in

order for men to change, it is nece••ary for thp

to dial09ue wi th feminist women as well .s t.alk

among themselves. We <Jrge all of our male reader.

to read fern nist li turature and to open-mindedly

dialogue wi th their female comrades. ',""e call for

every revolutionary to stud:! feminism and integrate

a feminist conciousness into their revolutionary

praxis. The ·.ay to end pornography ia to destroy

its market and the way to destroy the market i.

to change the world.

The ~oJomen of the K.l.o.coliective

••• cont. from pg. g
expert. to te.tify during the trial. This course

of action viII co.t loads of money. We suggest

that you, the reader., support the women

financially as they will be needing it in the

month. ahead. Unfortunately, we do not have the

address of their legal defence fund. We can give

you this following addrea., and it will likely

get to them : WOmen' s Information Resource and

Referral Service

1225 Barrington St

Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Their phone number i. : (halifax) 429-4063. It is

probably be.t to phone and get all of the info on

vbe~e it should be sent. You can also contact

~n". groups in your local area and see if they

have an addre•••

Challenge the .tate and make ~omebirthing/

aidwifery a right and not a privelege.
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RO:lA,HA DECL~RES liAR--Oil TYPEWRITERS

BUCHAREST (AP) -Stung by anti-government leafleta,

Romania is banning posses.ion or u.e of type

writers by citizens who have a criminal record or

pose .. a danger to public order or state securi ty ••

The decree was signed by Pre.ident tlicolae

Ceausescu last rlX)nth and take. effect April 28. It

requires private citizens to regi.ter with police

typewri ters they own or want to purchase.

The rule was not explained, but Romanian

sources said it was probably prompted by a apat.

of clandestine typewritten leaflets, critical of

the government, which have circulated in recent

years.

Under the new decree, typewriter owner. will be

required to submit application. to retain them to

police. l~ew typewriters may be purcha.ed only tJ:OJl
state-owned stores with prior police autboriaatiOft.

Private citizens also will be required. to .ub

mit to police a aample of figure. and letter.

printed :,y their typewriter.



EXTERIOR DECORATING
I [ you f ••l like throwing up every ti_ you pa••

that .exist ad, or you no lonqer can sleep nights

due to the AnMd Forc•• reerui ting ada around the

corner - or you just can I t handle the fact that

your bank loans money to South J\friea <llIymo,"C and

you've got yOUl spray can in hand. you rni(,hl as "'('11

do it right!

The purpo.e of this artiele i. not to encourage

you to break the lav (that would be illegal) but

to provide you with information ao that you can

Nke up your own mind, •• well a. infor1D4tion on

bow to cio it right. More and more we find ouraelve.

in situation. where if • given activity ian't

illeg_l,it'. required. You don't need anyone ela.

trying to tell you what to do - you're probably

old enough to make up your own mind.
For all of you enviroNDentaliata - remember that

moat spray paints contain freon, which attacks the

Olone layer.The olone layer -03- protects the Earth

froe .alar radiation. Without the ozone layer people

would get 3rd degr.. burns from just a few minutes

exposure to the sun's ray•• Note that Sheffield

Fini.hing Touch,Sheffield Dazzle, and Treaaclad Ru.t

Paint probably von' t damage the ozone layer.

Anyway,as.WIling that you're an anti-social type

and you ju.t !!!!!. to go out and break the law, and

insist on apraypainting (and probably shoplifting
a. vell) you ught a. vell _t__J buy the be.t.

Maker. of apray paint tend to charge the same

prices for all colours ot' paint even though the

l.ngredienta COB:: different UlOunts. ~hey skimp on

the reds and yellow. (a. many artist. vill alr.ady

know) becau.e of the higher co.t of the ingredient•.

a1acks and gr.ens cover wi ttl le.. .praying, and

corre.pondingly l ••s ri.k, a. well as a fDOire

prof•••ional look.

According to £.!., the~ Y.!!I.~ i. ~

01eua Stops!!!!! ,s.ries 7700 (of the paints that

they te.ted) .For tho.e to whoa price i. no object

C.R. lists the price a. $4.10 U.S. a c"n. Not

only doe. it appear to cover a1Jlost anything, but

it helps to protect unprimed ..tal from rustl (AB
if you careell)

Some apray paint manufacturers have started

using a new type of spray pattern. The fact that

one can juat appears to be harder to u.e than

another ia ~t your u..glnation. C.R. clat.a that

this lNke. it -hard to scra",l foot-high letters-.

Anyway, the offending types are; Benjamin Moore

Utilac,Dupont Lucite Spray Enamel, Flecto Le Spray,
rlcclo Vereathane Colour. in Plastic, Sheffield

Quick Spray, and Sherwin-Williams Superacrylic.

Note that the following are water-ba.ed and

probably vouldn' t be good to us. in the rain (other.

Ny give you problema there too): Flecto Le Spray,

Pactra Latex Plu.,and ChrOlM.

If for some rea.on it'. got to dry !!.!!. try

Lucite Spray En....l or Xrylon Interior-Exterior

Rust i4ajic,both of which d.ry f ••t according to

~ Reports.

From per.onal report. and. according to C.R. ,note

that gold/.ilver/chrome just don't have the duraQ

tlity of more baaic colour•• The.e might be.t be

left alone except for apeciality job•. aere'. a

list,in order, of bow well diefer.nt colour. cover:

black,blue.gr_n,white,yellow,red.

~r that even if the pricetag ia higher,a

.pray paint aight be cheaper per 8quare foot than

another.Rust-OleWl Stopa Ru.t serie. 7700,&nc!

Flecto Varathane are generally cheaper to u.e per

ltq\l&re foot,d.apite their higher ticket•.

Some apraypainting t.ips - carry the can u~right,

it'. quieter. After leav.inq your me.sage, tilt the
can up.ide down and apray briefly to help prevent

cloqging. GO in pair••0 that one person can be

lookout. Carry only one can .0 that,in an ....rgency,

you only bave to get rid of one can. Do it fa.t

and leave. Do all writing in ·Schoolboy" acript-

the police can trace handwriting. R....mber the

telephone number of CIRPA eCi tizen.' Independent

Review of Police Activitie.) 960-6318 - they are

okay. Better write the number on your am. A. far

a. what clothinq to wear, ~ !! ~'. fashion
conaultanta advi.e Anarchy alack.

If you are arreated. for some rea.on, you bave

the right to reaain ailent,tbough you .uat identify

yourself. tinder acme circumstance. that might be

hazardous to your health. You have the right to call

your lawyer, if you are rich enough to have one. 519

Church Str.et COJIIIluni ty Centre has a legal aid

clinic at 923-2778. I

Barb Dwire

~Y,I~H4PPY
TOANNCWC6
'IOU ~AI.SO
~JT1..a' TO
~~
~ Il.APPI~

~b
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hex away the state
Wi tchcraft and the ~ CountercuI ture by Arthur

Evans (Fag Rag Books,Boston,1978) trade paper,

S7.00

Reviewed by Larry Inaersoll

It is increasingly obvious to people active in

social change movements that the probl~ which we

are fighting against are all tied together. The

problems are all functions of the Patriarchy in

decay and spring from fundamental flaws in the most

basic ideas of this civilization.

For the past several thousand years (more in

some places, less in others) this civilization has

been a Patriarchy - based on humanity's separation

from nature, on men I 5 dominance over women (who

are identified with nature), on the view of the

Earth as just raw materials for the exploitation

of humanity, of gay people as not fully hwna.n,and

so on.

Especially .since the development of massive

industrialization in Europe and North America over

the past two hundred years, this set of ideas has

domina ted. These ideas made the pIunder of the

land.s of the Third \'lorld, the pollution of the air,

water,and soil, the mind and body destroying work

of most of us, the gigantic ci ties, the mili tariam

and nationalism, all these evils, somehow not only

possible but "good".

Because the Patriarchy was established our

bodies have become our enemies, our Mother Earth

an object to be used as the rulers of society see

fit and pleasure and delight in ourselves feelings

adul ts are not allowed to have .

In his book Witchcraft an.:r the ~ Counterculture,

Arthur Evans talks about the suppression of the

iiitches and nature religions in Europe with the

rise of the Patriarchy there. He links the suppres

sion of the Witches, of gays and lesbians, and of

women generally ,wi th the rise pf masculiniarn,

militarism, and the Patriarchial state.

The ideas of the Witches, as Evans presents

them, are diametrically opposed to those of the

Patriarchy.Witches· ideas of love and worship of

sex, reverence of Hother Earth,whose children we

are and to whom we return upon death, the equality

of women and men, a specially honoured role for

gays and lesbians as shamans and priests, ecstacy

and a direct communion with the gods, and,

especially, no division between humankind and the

re::>t of nature. It is our loss of these ideas that
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accounts for much of the destructiveness of the

present civilization,Evans contends.

Evans argues for the revival of Witchcraft and

lo!agic,for an end to monocular utilitarianism that

shapes the industrial worldview, and the recapturing

of ecstacy and a direct communion with the gods as

primary bases for the new society. He sees the deep

spiritual connections that he and other Witches

are ~uilding to the Mother Goddess and the Horned

God of the hunt,to nature, and to one another, as

the source of his revolutionary energy.

In Evans' view we must talk about building a

new society,a new civilization without militarism,

milsculinism, industrialism, and worship of reason.

This new civilization would rest upon a base of

tribes and communes ,decentralized technology, nature

worship, and (though he doesn't use the word)

anarchy.

Evans argues that spirituality can create a

powerful liberatory energy, 80 long as it is a

spiritujtlity that comes from within oneself and

connects one directly to the gods.

Though his history i. a bit questionable in

places, Evans succeeas in presenting an inspiring

and powerful vision ana a truth that overcomes the

book'. flaws.



WA VAW reaffirms radical feminism
MAVAl" maintaina that aex oppreasion is universal

and function. as the model for all ct~er ayr:tem'l

of o,pre••ion. Violence agai.'lst WOlDen fl~s from

.ex oppression. This oppression, the denial of

.elf-determination for women, i. violent in itself.

We live in a sex-caste system in that our aex

detemine. our statua and role in society. Men have

power by virtue of bein9 born male. Women may have

'poIII8r' and 'privilege' becau.e of their economic,

cla.a,or family relation.hipa to men. However,

women in aignificant positions of 'power' have

tboroU9hly internalized the value. and practices

of the patriarchi.l death culture. Ultimately the

ule ruling class throws these token women into

the face of the feminiat movement a. examples of

our paeucSo-equality.

Hen have created the nature-destroying and woman

hating culture.The nuclear .rms race and po,..ible

annihilation of human existence ia a product of

this destructive ..aculiniat culture. This ultimate

form of the conquering of n.ture correlates direc

tly vi th male colonization and destruction of

female exiatence. Hen have created the structure

of .ociety and, .a • whole, are the opprea.ors of

women. Cl•••• r.ce,.nd national divisions are all

producta of masculini.t ideology. !4en define,rnain

tain, and profit from the .ex-caate ay.tem. However,

juat a. the deatruction of the pl.net is not' in

the intereat of women 2! men, the continued annih

ilation of womer) i. against the intereata of all

of humani ty.

Internationally, the patri.rchial structure

protects perpetratora of miaogyny and the deatruc

tion of women. The ever-famous guise for this is
'culture .nd tradition', under which hideoua crimea

againat women are performed, condoned, and juatifierl.

No auat.ter Which country or culture, nVAW condemna

the following atrocitiea again.t women and names

them the ongoing Female Holocaust :

Denial of the right to self-determination and

a.lf-value
Compulsory hetero.exulity / denial of freedOlQ

of sexual expre.aion
Rape and .exual harra.ament of women and girla

Woman battering and femicide

5exual harra....nt in the home, on the atreet,

at the workplace

Pornography .nd .exi8lll in the media

Denial of reproductive rights - re.tricted

abortion, forced .terilization, ineffective

and dangerous contraceptivea

Drugging and incarceration of women

Forced marriage
Worldwide genital mutilation of tens of

millions of women and girl.

Seclu.ion and veiling of women

Forced proati tution

Female alavery

The dowry a1-·stem and the murders which follow

World hunger/ refugeea - moat of the hungry

and homeleaa of the world are women and

children

Female infanticide

Forced economic dependence

Denial of education and technical knowledge

GynecolO<jical, obstetric and psychiatric abusea

Crippling and sexually objectifying faahions

Female poverty

Erasure of our herstory and cuI tural

contributions
Subordination of women in and through religion

During the late 1970'a and early 1980'&, we

have vi tne.aed an increasing backlash againa~

feminism from both the right and the left.

Leftist pol! tical ideologiea have failed to

internalize feminist theory and practise. They

have subordinatttd .ex oppression t.o strugglea for

clasa, race and national liberation. ~hird world

women, in particular, apart from the atruggle.

against the vestiges of colonialism and imperialism,

are struggling again.t their own local patriarchal

oppres.ions. Men, by ignoring the analyses of sex

oppreaaion, are 9uil ty of condoning the above-

named crimea againat women. It ia time for ua, ••

women, to reaffirm fundamental feminist premisea!

Whet.her we choose to work with men <;)r not. we muat

re-examine our involvement in the male political

world. We lIlust act upon feminist principle. to

bring about truly radical aocial change through

the elimination of aex oppresaion.

Women's existence ia being threatened ~.

Many of the gaina we bave made are being loat.

Sexism atill goe. unnoticed and accepted.

Abortion rights, alwaya meager, are diminishing.

PornO<jraphy (the extreme repreaentation of the

male colonization of wrc-en) ia incre••ingly being

accepted •• an accepted norm for a .exually

liberated aociety. Pornography must be viewed in

it'. true form : woman-hating propaganda.

The patriarchal death-culture ia pornographic,

woman-bating and nature-de.troying, &Ad muat be

oppoaed as auch. We calIon our ai.ters to

atruggle againat thia destructive force and unite

to overthrow it. WAVAN uintaina that WOIDen'a

bonds and .olidarity tran.cend all male-created

economic, aocial and political inatitutions as

vell aa all cla.s, race and national boundariea.

Siatera, join together to unCover women'. apiritual,

phy.ical, emotional, intellectual and political

power and energy I To overcome patriarchy is to

effect the liberation of all.

- Women Againat Violence Againat WOlDen (Toronto)

Karch 5th 1983

(WAVAN - PO BOX 251, Station 0, Toronto Ont H69 3J3)



"We're in here for you ••

ll~

To our sisters
On Jan 20/83 while we were travelling along

the Squamiah highway, we were stopped by cope

po.ing a. highway fl&9 pereona. Second. after the

vehicle stopped, at leaat 30 men in :amouflage

fatigue. armed to the teeth with automatic rifl•• ,

shot-quns, large caliber handgun., in unison

attacked the vehicle we were in. They all warmed

:rom positiona in the surrounding hillside and

from position. behind a large dump truck that

blocked the highway. While stampeding the vehicle,

they amaahed a window and ahot in tear ga.. All

the cop. were screaming hysterically while they
ripped ua out of the truck and threw ua on the

ground. They kept shouting not to move or we t d

be al!0t while they stuck their rifle. into our

backs and pressed their handguns to our head••

Our faces were forced down into the ground so that

we couldn't check on one another. We all thought

that one of us had been shot when w. heard a tear

gas shell being fired.

It was horrible haVing to lay passive to the

,whims of these crazed military extremist:_ and

their guns. We could imagine how other womyn felt

in other countries especially being unarmed and

having to survive and accept the horror and death

of a military attack on their village. and home•.

The feeling is too extreme to e~lain. I t suddenly

!:Mtcomes very clear that theae men with their gun.

are ready to kill you. They seemed very byper and

unpredictably insecure. The slightest movement

could startle them causing their fingers to .pa.
madically jerk and kill.

What is happening in Canada today in reaction

to the recent sabotage to the B.C.aydro Cheekeya

Dunsmuir Line and the firebombings of the Red aot

Video porn outlets is not unconnected to the

political repression used against people resisting

in other parts of the world. In other countries

where the liberation movements are strong and

active enough to threaten the gov.rnment and

corporate interest., the counter-insurgency forc••

r.spond instantly with extreme violence. (The tools

of repr••sion are internationally devis.d and are

used explicitly for political purpo•••• Ev.ry

Cont. P. '.6



ou're out there for us."

\
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We are not terrorists
I really enjoyed r ••din9 1••ue '6 of your fine

publication. it "u the firlt 1••ue that 1 have

been able to really read carefully,altbouqh'I ned

aeen 1 t before. Tnanka for ••ncUng it to me.

t tnouqht that the interview that Raven cUd. with
the ·Peace Activist- va. real good. Alt.ilou9~ I _

-sympathetic· to the humani•• expre••ed by Brenda

McXinney, I ~u.t ••y that, put her good intention.

and her idealistic yearning_ a.ide,and "e are left

vitn • crock of crap,r••lly. Sere'. a quote fro-.

• book about Rolling Thunder, a native apiritual

spoke.perlon I

The J.d•• I've found 1n .0•• aod.en
people that there'. no good or bad,that
i.t's all the •••• , 18 pure .o•••n••• 1
know what thell are trlling to •• y, but
the., don' t underatand J. t. Jlhere w.· re
at here 1n our 111e, with .11 our probJ ••• 
th.r.'. good .nd ch.r.'. b.d,.nd tb.1I
b.cc.r know it .•

I am not focuaed nov into doing a thorough crit

ique of the pacifiat con{uaiona, but auch an elucid

ation of political reality ia much needed. I have

alway. held that I can r ••pect and aupport pacifi..

for an individual, but when it i. elevated to a

morally supremaciat political prQ9ram I bave t.o

oppo•• it COIIlpletely. My und.ratandinq of r.ali ty

i. that pacifi.m myatifi•• peopl., capturin9 th.ir

nice f ••li098 with happy face aolutiona. *"-ID,it

would be nice. For sure the end. do not ju.tify

the m.an. but, equally for aure, reality nec•••i tat••

certain meana, and in the pr.a~nt vio1.ent,conf11ct

ridden world .ituation pacifiam juat do•• not offer

the oppr••••d any potential but to prot••t the

pow.rful. aut we need much .ore than prote.t,w

ne.d to kick it over.

Th••• are Araageddon t1JM. - right.

The articl•• on -.ex- wer. intereating and
thought-provokinq. Th. one on the anti-porn B)ve-ent

I can't age.. with,I ..an, nuclear wupona are a

.ymptoll., the x.lt.x. ar. a .YIIP~, and there i. DO

way that fiqhting again.t nuke war, the ltlan,or

porn in wa.ting one -a life .1'here i. DO way that

Jerry Falwell,Reaqan,and the I'.B.I. have an iclent

ical .tand on porn a. cIoe. W.A.V.A.W. or W.A.V.P.X.

That ia bull.hit. And there i. an incredible cUf-

Cont. P. 17
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power structure in tile world is paranoid of the

people seeing through their facade and rebellinq

against their authority.) The ultimate w.apon of

the t>eople has always been militant re.istance and

all police-states are constantly developing their

violent· repressive apparatus to use against the

people (to protect their international stacus-quo).

Being womyn identified, politically conscious,

enviromentalists and determi.ned ~o challenge the

power and profit motives of the patriarchal

society that insu=es the rape and mutilation of

our mother ea=th, we refuse to accept cheir labels

of us as terrorists. We know that there are many

sisters who share our radical analysis of the

issues around the charges laid against us. For

centuries the authorit.ies have reacted violently

to womyn who resisced; they used to brand us as

"witch!!s" and burned us, now they label u. as

"terrorists" and will try to bury U8 in their

cement tombs ..

~
The state and it's media are portrayinq us as

tx elements of a "lunatic fr'inge" so that people will

,." be frightened of us instead of relating to us with

their rebellious spirits. We must not allow the

liberalism of this society to hide the sickn.s. of

the rulers and rapers behind their institutions,

laws and lies. We are always threatened with their

violence, whether it be through nuclear power

plants. nuclear weapons, industrialism~ri.onsor

aexual terrorism in our everyday SOCi=::lJ We will

face their horrors boldly and challenge their

corporate interests wi tn the determination and

~
trength of wanyn warriors. We will see a r.aiat

ance movement building in Canada, in an attempt to

rid the earth of further corporate destruction ao

that future generations can survive.

Since our arrests, we have felt a responsibility

to the womyn's communi ty to outline why \l(e feel

the womyn' s movement must transform itself into a

womyn's resistance movement that is capable of

smashing corporate patriarchy.

For 90 many centuries and in so many societies

the patriarchy has separated the sisters from the

brothers. Social ina'Ci tution. have stunted and

mutilated our human potential by robbinq women of

the power to control their own lives, while makinq

our brothers our rulers and rapers. Throughout

their lives womyn are prevented from developinq

the so-called tomale qualities" o~ strength,

agression, power, reason and intellect while

simultaneously teachinq men to have contempt for

the 10-cal1ed "female quali ties II of sen.i tivi ty,

spirituality, sensuousness and emotionalism.

There is no biological reason why the male and

female qualities can't live harmoniously in.id.

the same body. But instead, patriarchal social

ization has torn apart our 'rich and complex inner

beings, leaving u. pathetic shells of wouryn and men
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whose only function is to perform profitably for

the capitalist system.

The world has almost always been dominated by

patriarchal societies but none so manifests the

male qualities on ·a11 levels and has so stripped

wouryn of all value as the modern industrial

culture. It is the historical epitome of patri

archy. Office towers, ca.rs, strip mines. and
nuclear arms are the physical tribute to MAN. There

is no balance in the corporate industrialized

world. There ia no rOOM for sensitivity and

sharing. The balance is tipping over dangerously

towards the nuclear precipice and extinction.

The all pervasive patriarchal econoaic sy.tea

has created a society where all living thing. are

objectified a. consumer products and our relation

ship to all lite i. bas.d upon economic relations.

People are not appreciated for their kindne•• or

goodness but are valued and identified through

their economic roles, that i., their job. and.

consumer .tatu•• Our natural enviroment i. per

ceived a. a resource base to be <leveloped. If the

land can't be raped in some way through IUlllbering,

mining or some other industry, then it i. con.id

ered worthIes.. Animal. are perceived a. potential

sport, food or pets. Qutside of their economic

value to man, other living creature. are not

recognized tor their wisdom, skill and ability to

Burvive in harmony wi th the earth. When indiqenous

and third world people resist the encroachment of

industrialism on their land, they are forced to

move or are exterm.inatecl through terrori.., forced

BteriJ:,ization, starvation and alcoholism. All

beings, if they are unprofitable or an impediJDent

to the expansion of imperialism are wiped out.

The capitalist economic system has become 110

pervasive throuqhout society that it's relationa

and values of consu:merism permeate. all aspects of

our lives. M a re.ult of this, people have beccae

blind and incapable of experiencing the richne••

-and depth of the natural world-forest., DIOunt&iu,

water, animals ancl other human••

In the industrialized world, a woaryn'. value i.

also defined by the economic relations of the

marketplace. She is defined by her profitability

to the sy.tem a. a "'aitre•• , doctor. secretary or

slave labourer in the home. Any other qualities

that she may have, with the exception of her ..1_

defined ~exuality, are not valued by the aociety.

As the induatrialized world sink. into a

depression wi th soarinq unemployment, womyn are

the first to lose their already menial job.,

thus becoming completely worthle.. to a ruthl•••

economic system where profitability defin.s every

thinq. The only consistent value that a wamyn ha.

in the corporate economy i. as a ••x object. By

perver.ely as.ociating har aexuality with con.~r

procluct., buein.....n can aell DOre products

while conversely, the womyu, a. consumer., are



taught to buy all kinda of junk to try to iJlprove

their sexual attractivene.s. Think of the aexual

vomyn with the low-cut gown sittinq on the Rolla

Royce; is she any more intelligent., stronq or

compasaionate than the car?

Because womyn throughout their lives are

stripped of all value other than their sexuality,

they are e.sentially objectified. In their relat

ionships W1. th men and other wemyn, they are not

respected for their mental ability, strength. and

compp.tency. They are regarded with contempt for

their female qualities by equating t.'lem vith stupid

ity and weakness. Throughout her youth, a girl is

brought up to be a sex object and when she ia too

old to ~ulfill that role, she becomes an old wo:ayn

and is treated like a piece of garbage.

The same insti tutiona and value. that teach.

people to see trees as lumber, mountains as mining

re.ources, old people as pensioners and children

as unruly trouble. teach us that wemyn are sas

objects. The rape of foresta by lumberinq companies

and the rape of womyn can ultimately be ..ttributed

to the lame criminals - the men that rule the

industrial complex. The decision to d.signate vast

areas of the earth as ·sacrifice areaS· in the

name of industr1.al progress and. the decision to

...crifice the El Salvacorean people in the name of

"freedom,· ia made by the same womyn-exploiters in

control of the multinational economy. The wealthy

fur cOfT\ryanieB that purchase Beal pelts are the aame

companies that U8e vamyn aa aex objects to sell

their fur coate.
I t is not poaaible in this aociety to be a

"liberated· wamyn without being in a constant

state of conflict and struggle. However if our

conflict and struggle is not guided by a conscious

nesa of the magnitude of the problem, then our

enerqies will be misdirected and futile.

We do not w..nt. equality and equal pay in this

patriarchal society. We do not vant equal job

opportunities to work in tbeir oftice towers, their

lumber companies. their nuclear power plants. We

do not waDt to be aggre.aive, competitive female

replicas of the men that rule this society. We

want to develop a feminist reaistance EIOvement

that allows us ~o flourish and grow ... rich human

beings living in harmony with the earth.

The womyn' S movement can not be a one-i.aue

oriented stru9g1e, but must understand and embrace

the ecol(')qical atruggle, indigenous people.'

resistance and anti-imperialist liberation move

ments becau•• the same patriarchal institutions

that perpetuate our oppreaaion also oppresa the

animals, the indigenous peoples, the third world

peoples and the earth.

On Jan 20/83 ve were forcibly transferred from

a security society into a maximum security prison.

We are polt tical priaoners. Aa long ..s there are

injustice. happening, there vill be politically

active people in pri.on. Although the.e cement

tomb. are torture, are ve that much le•• free than

tho.e caught up in the ·free· bu.ine•• world and

the suppo.ed democracy ot this society? W. vill

survive.

The authoritie. plan to us. the threat of

imprisonment to contAfn the development of any

forms of resistance that are not state sanctioned.

They believe that priaona will be an effective

deterent to us, yet they do not understand that

the true spirit of fr_dOII can not be subd.ued. We

want people to know that ow. physical freedom may

be limited. but ment..lly ve remain free. OUr group

unity is strong and individually we are ..11

politically dedicated to living through this crap.

We feel strong solidarity with feminist "amyn

who are dedic..ted to questioning themselves for

truth and wbo have the .enaitivity and politic..l

con.ciousnesa to never cre..te power struqgl•• and

. oppressive order. again. We ..re siatera forever.

In total strength and reaistance

Continually spinning 1:brough aiaterhood

Ann Hansen

Juliet aelmas

!!'rom P. 15
ference betveen what ia hard-core porn and erotica.

Check out Broads1.de, the January iasue, there ia

an article on hard-core porn by Ann Cameron-- in

no way is what she describes erotica. NO wAY J 1

Maybe some women in the anti-porn movement seem

extrem~ly dogmatic, but to denounce the whole meve

ment- for this is not justified. Alao I think that

Camilla overeatimates, by quite a lot, the extent

to which the anti-porn i ••ue haa completely taken

over the women' a mevement.

I liked ·Sex in the Spect..cular Society·.

Alae I was gl..d to aee the critique of the

critique. Unfortunately. Kick It OVer l14y not be

as widely distributed ia the Toronto anti-cruis./

..nti-nuclear coaaunity a. the firat leaflet va••

Nevertheleaa, it ia re..lly"good to aee that ao..

people read thing. over c..refully, and as .. result

of th.. t,were publically re.pona1Dle enough to

alter their previoualy atated opinions.

All five of ua are doing alright conaiderinq

~he heavy .....ult that ve have experienced. It ia

a real difficult and painful re..lity to be ripped

from the people you love, and the life you believe

in, to be locked inside a cage for a long time.So

I can I t say ve are feeling great, but we ..re f.el

ing strong and very detenlined to carry on vi th

the atruggle reqardle••• We were juat denied b..il

& few days &qo, in a very overt and forceful way.

';'he State does not dig ua in the l.aat,that ia
very' clear. Th..t ia alao not aurprisinq,considering

Cont. P. 18
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From Po 17
eh? The judge '. re••ons was that the public would

perceive the State and. the administration of just

ice a. being weak if we were allowed on the Street

again. What .. rapl!

We are really qui te happy wi th the support that

haa been coming together around this c••e. The

courtroom has been packed, and over 200 people

getting right into. demo is pretty right on. The

pig.tate i. continuing their overkill response. We

go to and from court in a special convoy~ the five

of ua in .. am.all Sherrifs van followed by 4 under

cover pig carl with at least two pig_ in each one.

Fairly heavy Icene, and quite .. joke really. Here

i. a quote from one of the many solidarity state

Mnta read at the demo.1'his one ia from the defence

group:
w•• re going to ••ke thing. different.

Thi. co••unity h•• ~ho"n the exact oppo.ite
of the r •• ult the pigs expect.d.Theg
thought .,e .,ould all bow down, or .tep a.id•
..• b••oved bg their power.But "'. don't
recognize their potler.lie oppo.e it.
Prote.t it. lie I(,ill not be ......k.n.d ....e
tlill not be cru.hed.

tiE ARE ONE IN TOTAL RESISTENCE FOR
THE FREEDOII OT THE PEOPLE • ..

If you haven't already, maybe you would conliaer,

getting in touch with our defence group: Free tile

Five Defence Group,P.O.B. 4a296,Bentall Station,

Vancouver,B.C. V7X lAL Whatever you could do to

Ipread the word and put people in contact with the

defence group would be much appreciated.

Maybe you would consider an interview? If 10,

jUlt figure out lome questions and lend them out

to UI at the prilon. We are not prepared to speak

on lome i.luel,but generally we would welcome the

opportunity to convey lome of cur ideal to people.

Eapecially people in the movement. We are far more

interelted. in luch communication, rather that the

bullibit terrorilt lpectacle on the front page of
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the IIlindl.11 mall media. AI you can i.magine,we

loath the terrorilt label,but then we loath a hell

of a lot of things the State doe•.

We are obviously living in tne metropole of the

imperialilt IYltem,and all here is illusi.on.Th.

democracy, the liberalilm, the non-violence,jultice,

freedom il all an illulion. It il an illulion

built upon the violence and extreme expoitation ot
peoplel outside the IGetropolel, and the violence

and exploitation done to the natural world, and

the violence and expoitation of our spirits.

We are rebelling againlt the same forc.1 that

the people of EI Salvador are fighting. They are

not terroristl and neither are we. We are strong

and free I

PROTECT THE EARTH AND FREE THE PEOPLE
In relistance and with love,

Brent Taylor

Okalla Prilon

8HAN

OPTHI....

TOCOMI



LETTERS
Porn debate resumes

Your treatment ot pornograpby vas le.s then

adequate. You promiaees a -porn deoate- on your

cover, but there ",.. no debate inside, and cert

ainly no thorough analy.i. of pornography. You used

• cover pboto ot • WAVAW woman mourning raped wolDen

yet saw fit to inault the woaten' s liberation !IOve

Mot inside, and trash the offshoot of it that

fights the .avagery of pornography.

The ooly social IIOv...nt that is not directly

clalainated by -.n is tbe womenI. liberation move

=-eot. Even there, the indirect domination exerci.

ed by the patri.reby i. conaiderable, so that

rac!1cal vc:aen wbo want to free their .iater. trom

oppr•••ion are constantly fighting a .y.tem that

ballper. them, hema them in, and attack. them,

a.ide frOID the daily miaery and fear of rape.,

harr•••ment, money trouble., and continuing

qynocide.
aecause the womenI. liberation movement 1. the

only place wbere women can feel free to talk and

orqanize and act for their own lii,)eration, their

concerns !!.~ are not a. muted as they would

be elsewbere. Women'. concern about pornography

i. not new: it ,oes back to the gene.i. of the

-ovu-nt in the late .utie., when wcaen di.rupted

the Ki•• America Paqe,utt and demonstrated in front

of aefDer'. aan.ion. outraged at the reduction of

women to sex objects. It i. worth noting that male

leftists lauCJbed at the wo-n'. liberation movement

then, and ridiculed it as beinq reactionary,

bourgeoi., ADd all the rest of a string of trite

and boring accusations coaDOn to lefti.t deadhead•.

Wcaen were challenging men'. Dl)nopoly on revolution,

UlOng other thing••

The rape atroeity bu grown steadily throughout

the 1970I. (In the 1960'. tbe incidence of rape

increased 93' in the US, according to FBI ,tata).

The pornography induatry qrew vi tb an a.toni.hing

rapidity: it is e.tilDatec1 to gro•• between $5 and

$7~ annually in the us. It i. alao much more

violent. It used to be that -bard-core- .eDt

graphic di.play of MXJ now the -bard .tuff- .bow.
women being abused, battered, raped, autilated, and

IllUrdered. The porn industry alao demand. the rape

of thou.ADda of boys anel girl. annually. The growth

of the ant1-pornoqraphy mo.,.ment ia" respon.e to

the acale of the threat to women now posed by

pornograpby. T'be anti-pornography movement among

women tends to recognize the indivi.ibili ty of the

violenee directed againat them, rape and porno

graphy and prostitution and the continuing en.lave

MDt of' WOID8Il are all a.pect. of a .ystUl. of male

doIaination, wbich are all organically inter-

related. Your attempt to isolate the .:lnti-porn

movement from other aspects of wome:'\ I s liberation

is misleading. Pornography oppresses wornen in at

least two distinct ways:

First. the acutal t:roduction of pornography

involves rape and prostitution (a form of rape) on

a vast scale. WOfllen who perform sex for money are

usually forced to prostituce .:hemselves. ~The

experience of 'Linda Lovelace-, '.ho was terrorized

and enslaved by a psychotic pimp, is a good

example.) Or, they feel they have no choice, see

no alternative. There is also the possibility of

prostitution at one remove: the prostitute plea.es

her johns through the mediation of Playboy or

Penthouse, for example. Thousancs of women are

used in this fasnion every year.

Second, pornography is a system of misogynist

propaganda, which conditions the thought and sex

uality of millions of men and women. Pornography

has (or is) an iqeology. It is a male ideology.

made by men. controlled by men, and directed

primarily at men, who form the vast majority of
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its consumers. It is exceedingly dangeroua, .a it

seeks to fuae sex and violence in the minds of men,

with women as the objects/recipienta. Of cour.e,

the perfect fusion of sex and violence (and the

perfect expre.sion of patriarchal sexuality) is

rape. fihen you refer to "S/H" (·The Last Taboo·.

gushes a book of pop paycholoqy) you mean sac1o

masochism, which takes its name from the ~larquis de

Sade. who raped, tortured, and murdered women for

his pleasure. Famous leftists and intellectual.

(including the Situationiat International) lionized

de Sillie for his "liberating:· philosophy. Bullahit,

I say.

The pot'nog:raphic a.saul t on women ia comparable

to the anti-semitic propaganda campaign created by

the Nazis preparatory to the Xristallnacht anel the

death camp.. The lize of the porn industry ia

immense, and its influence is corre.pondinqly large.

Why should women take this litting down? And why

do you dump on the women in WAVAW and. WAVPH who are

doing lomething about porn?

A few obaerva tion.:

1) the figbt again.t pornoqraphy has never been

a "sati.fyingly ea.y" campaign: it would be truer

to state the contrary. The fight againat porn i.

crucial to the liberation of women from oppre.aion

by men, and it is a fight in deadly earne.t. The

free .exuality of both women and men is at atake.

2) Who says vhat'. "radical sex" and what i.n't?

Define "radical sex·. please.

3) Why should the Off Our Backs collective print

ads for le.bian sado-masochists if they don't want

to? KIO doesn't print ad. for Stalinists. Ditto

for feminilt bookstores. As for cenaorship and

civil liberties, aee Andrea Dworkin.'. ·Why So

called Radical Hen Love and l~eed Pornography", and

"For Men, Freedom of Speech: For Women. Silence,

Please" (both in Dworkin's collection ot e••ay.,

~).

Doug Imrie

Anti-anti-porn
Allow me to congratulate you on having thp polit

ical courag. to print an article that challenqe.

the orthodox line on pornography (A Porn in the

Side of the Women'. Movement) in your lateat ia.ue.

Let me al.o warn you that you are likely to be

inundated with thinly veiled hate mail for daring

to do so. When I vaa a member of the~~

~ (now~) editorial collective we

had the temerity to run. pi.c. titled -The Polit

ic. of Tople.s- in our a.cond i ••ue that 4.alt

with .om. of the ..... i.auea. The r.action,to put

it mildly, v.a ne9ative. It ia only recently, twenty

two iaau•• later, that !.TIH!!!. baa a9ain run artic

le. touching on the porn debate and the.e have

be.n atudioualy .afe pro lor•• cond.-nation••

Deapite their veh...nt denial. the politic. of
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the Anti-Porn NoVelMllt (AP..) apea. at.rongly to t.be

l.tent puri t.ni.. that. underlie. aucb of Left.lat.

politica. Whether it'. Lenin condan1nq fr.. love

aa bein9 like drinking from ·.n unclean gl•••• or

the •••embled delegate. to the Auterdaa Anarchiat

Conference denying Eau Goldman the right to .peak.

on .exuality the Left ha. characteri.tically .hieel

avay from .exual queation-. The cSominant etho. i.

one of .elf-.acreflce and it ia the mortific.tion

of the fleah, not the aln. of it, that is .dIlired.

The irony in all thi., for Anarchiata, ia that

ve knov that repre.aion i. never the &naVel' to any

aoci.l 'problem' .nd that thia cour.e,more often

than not, rebound. on tho.e who follow it. A. P.ul

Gooclman put it in Pornography !!!!! !:!'!!~
Revolution I-When excellent b"..n power i. inhlb

ited. aneS condemned., it will re.ppe.r ugly .nd

dangerous. The cenaoriou••ttitude toward the

ugazine. and picture. ia part of the general

cenaorioua attitude that h_pera ordinary sexuality

and thereby hightens the need for Nti.faction by

raeana of the lUg.zinea and picture. (and) JDust

lead to more virulent expreaaiona,e.g. ,still le.a

d.airaabla porno9raphy.-

I can .1.0 .tteat, from peraonal experience, that

the APM ia vergin9 d.ngeroualy cloae to out and

out reaction.ry poli tica. Among othar things, I am

a m.clber of the Alt.rnative Bookahop coll.ctiv.

here in Montreal. Recently we began stocking

aeveral punk fanzin... One of them, Boredom, had a

back cover that could have been deacribed. aa aui.t

or pornographic. One member of the collective reqi.a

tered a proteat and we d.ciJed to eli.cllSa the quea

tion at our next collective ..etin9. We had had

problema vith unil.teral cenaor.hip in tb. past

and our policy wa. that item. that were put in

que.tion were to be l.ft on tbe abelvee until the

collective had had a chance to di.cuaa thUl.

Before our meeting ••veral of our local APtI

militant., after r.connoiterin9 the bookator. twice,

returned. third tt... and .e1ze4 all copi•• of the

fanzin. in the ator•• The peraon ataffing at the

ti... att~ted to explain our policy and th. fact

tMt the queation wa. to be diacuaaed .t our

collective .eeting the next clay. They were not

intereated and. after leavln9 their phone numb.r.

they departed with the material. The staff peraon

contacted them by phone later that day and ..naged

to convince them to attend the collective ...ting.

At that meetin9 we were subject.d to a display

of lbrtirking self-righteousness that I found person

ally and politically offensiv•• They let ua know

very early on in the diacuaaion that DO ..tter

what we .a a collective decicle:4 we -weren't going

to get the magazine. back. - They were contemptuous

of opiniona contrary to their own and even .e_4

to view anything lesa than total .gr....nt with

outri9ht acorn. After the d.iacu.aion .tarteel to

repeat itaelf we beld • straw vote within the

collective on r.-ovln9 the it_.The re.ult waa •



for ,one .gainat and one abatention. The peraon

voting avaiut r.-oval decided DOt to block concen

aus .nd the utter v.a laid to r.at. Since the APH

ailitanta didn"t truat us vith aueb dangeroua

uterial ve aaked if they would return the magazinea

and explain what hAd happened..

We later learned that this conaiated of one APH.

lMIaber going to the adre.a li.ted and Waking up

the luckle•• publisber demandift9 to know if this

v•• -Boredom headquarter.- .After recieving an

affi~reP1Y he proc..ded w tonque-la.b the

by now rather bewildered punk. Tbe APM returned

later and pla.tered biB door vi th APM .ticker••

Thoroughly intimidated the punk dropped by tbe

book.tore to nervou.ly enquire bow far the APM wa.

willing to go.We were unable to anaver him.

Sinc. then the APM here in Montr.al ha. kept

busy by organizing a boycott of a repertory film

bouse that .how. porno filma during the daytime.

They are al.o hara••~ng a bicycle liberation group

that had the effrontery to publi.b a turn-of-the

century bicycle poater featuring a generou.ly

endowed young ~n on the front cover of their

new.paper.

I bope you your.elve. vill not be intimiciated

by the re.pon•• to Camilla Decarnin'. piece ana I

look forward to further article. critiquing the

APM and e.ltpl"'ring ir. an l,;,ninhibited way the various

• apects of .exuali ty.

In Solidarity'
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The back. cover of Boredom that cau.ed all tbe

fus. con.i.ted of a f.irly innocuous nude .hot of

a WOIIl&n squatting over a plumed military atyle (l9th

Century) helmet .urrounded by other militariatic

gear. The h.ad of Lady Di wa. pa.ted over the

original and there wa••cme band-drawn ....n .pur

ting into her highne•• ' face. Tbe caption read

ac.ething likeJ -I don't know vby people object to

cu. .bota -- live alwaya ..de them a part of Illy

own private aex life-.I'm par.phra.ing becauae the

APN also took ay per.onal copy of~ wben they

left the ..eting whicb v.a held at my hou.e.I

found tbe graphic to be in que.tionable ta.te but

I didn I t feel it warr Iftted tbe cen.orahip of the

entire i ••ue whicb ".a quite good politically and

certainly aile. ahead of any other fanzin. live

a..n. The diacu••ion .....d to revolve around

.ether or not tbi. wa. a violent and/or degrading

i.aag. and whether the i.aage .bould be viewed in

the context of the entire i.aue. 1 personally

didn't find the i.aage either viol.nt or degrading,

oral .ex i. fine by me, and 1 don"t find .exual

excretion. either di.gu.tin9 or degrading. Tbe APM

folk. ruled any eli.cu••ion of context out of court

and iui.ted on calling Bore4ala the -o.t di.gusting

piece of porno they'd ...n in a long 10"9 tiae.

There were al80 other 1...... involved •• far a.

I va. concerned, i. e. ,do we treat counter-culture/

politico type. exactly the .ame as if they were

pornocrata. That ia do ve allow some kind of free

rein and room for experimeutation in sexual imagery

in our expanded community or do we automatically

condemn it a••erving only to reinforce wider

commercial exploitation of sexuality in society?

My own view., which I hope to expand on in an

article in STRIKE! fairly .oon if I ever atop

finding new material, tend to put me in diametrical

oppoaition to the APM.Their tactics of harassing

and attempting to marginalize pornography aee.on

awfully loaded to me. In a sex repreaaive culture

the repreasion of any form of aexuality can only

lead to dieaateroua resulta.Rather than trying to

marginalize pornography I would advocate its gener

alization.That is,I would favour the abolition of

all obacenity lawa ao that graphic aexuality

becomea a part of the general culture.So that,as

Paul Goodman obaerved -mainatream- film makers

. could .how the faaciat getting and erection as he

contemplatea or comra.ita violence, could explore

the link. between violence and sexuality •And so

that the phyaical act of love could cease to be

ob.cene either in actuality or in pornographic

fanta.y. The beat way to put the pornocrat out of

bu.ine.. i. to remove hi./her monopoly on the exp

licit depiction of sexuality •

I also have trouble reconciling the APH.·. stereo

type of porno with what i. actually out there. In

the laat aix month. or .0 I 've aeen about 5 porno

c10uble bills and out of that a ••emblage I aaw only

one explicitly violent rape acene.The re.t was at

le••t auperficially con.ensual hetero .ex which

varied from the crude and silly to material that

1 found erotic- that is,well filmed,rea.onably

plotted and even at time. tender material. I' ve

al.o noticed in my limited viewing that the quality

of porno i. improvinq and while atill exce.sively

sexiat it tend. to .upport my provisional thesis

that the wider acceptance of porno will lead to

better porno if only bec"au.e people will demand it.

S E

Montreal Quebec

Footnote. on Litton
My tirat CODDent ia that -Some Toronto Area

Anarchi.t.- aught to .peak for themaelve •• While I

"a. not a -major author- of Vanguard~~

~~,I wa. con.ulted. A••uch I feel that

indeed the leaflet doe. cover .ome of my opinions 

and i. at lea.t somewhat repre.entative of my

fe.ling8. !!!! Critique ~ ~ Critique ~ ~

~ Bombing wa. not written by the .ame group

of people - -"'1\en we wrote the document above we

hadn't had time to think about the ....aning of the

boIabing, or even to read thoroughly the Direct

Action cOlllDunique.- What do you mean,!!.? Personally,
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I had read the communique several times ana had a

rough draft of a leaflet prepared when I was ahown

vanguard Terror ~ State Terror. Let's make it

really clear - not all those involved in the

original leaflet were involved in the second.

It is very interesting that ~ acted without

thinking - even wi thout thoroughly reading the

document when there were several discusliions over

a period of several days concerning the leaflet

and,I believe, three revisions.It appears as though

.ome 'people changed their minds and decided to

slander a collective document..

The claim that what we wrote "was as much loyal
\

opposition as anything the N.D.P. might have

written" is totally meaningless. This H slander

without attacking the original leaflet.

"Our knee-jerk reaction ignored the real conse

quences of the action - in terms of the physical

attack on the war machine,power of example ... and

• its power as a 'publicity gimmick' ... " This state

ment is a knee-jerk reaction. Direct Action prod

uced !!2 threat to the war machine. They produced

a spectacle in the six 0' clock news for all of the

marginalized radicals to salivate over. The

Canadian war machine is backed up by the police

force, army, large number of ci ti zens, U. S .A., and

other governments. It is a delusion to assume tha;

Direct Action made 'any threat to the institution

of war, or the war machine. Just look at how they

acted.

I am wondering just what example Direct Action

showed us. You too can coromi t meaningless violent

attacks on property? (They are violent because the

risk of people being hurt is large.lOr maybe the

romanticism of Futile Armed Struggle (a few people

against the world)?

I am willing to concede that the bombing was a

'publicity gimmick' .Publicity ginunicks and advert

ising make me sick. The fact that you are still

willing to talk in those terms afte;r seven people

were injured is even more upsetting.You didn't

talk about the seven people who were injured.

From what I have been able to determine, the

average person is happy that some people have been

picked up and charged with being Direct Action and

the Wimmin' s Fire Brigade. The reason is simple 

people know that they have no control over Direct

Action.They assume that they have some ,control over

the Canadian government, and to a limited extent

they are correct in that thay have as much control

over the Canadian government as the government

allows them to have. ( Give people a few crumbs and

they hang on as hard as they can to them for fear

of 108ing what 1it.tle they have .As well the emot

ional problema of admitting that you have no real

power over what happens beyond the most immediate

and personal portions of your life could be more

than many people could handle - example of state;

control over personal portions of one's life would

be Cambodia under Pol Pot.) I f indeed Direct Action
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i. anti-authoritarian then the question of respon

sibility comes up. Have they been reasonable in

trying to ensure that people veren I t injured? Have

they taken into account wnat the general public '.

reaction is going to be? (In B.C. it may.be diff

erent than in Toronto.) Have they taken'into acco

unt what type of police harassment is going to

follow? Are there other things going on that would

make actions which could injure people unnecessary?

- like the growing peace movement? Or the fact that

a majority of Canadians seem to be anti-nuclear

":'Ieapona?

One muat alao operate with some regard to how

hard a particular country is suppressing dissent.

If this were the U.S.A. ,the five who vere picked

up and charged with varioua crimes - some of which

already appear to be falae - might not have been

taken alive. In EI Salvador, from what I understand

of their poli tical climate, violent action is the

only alternative for - small group of people who

wish to oppose something.

It ie my beliet that',in Canacla at this time,the

, actions 'performed by Direct Action (not nec•••arily

also the Wimmin's Fire Brigade) were of auch a

nature as to further alienate and. reduce the aIDOunt

of control people have over their personal lives.

-We called the actiona 'terrorist I despite our

later quote from Chomsky that I terrorism are the

acta of violence oppoaed by the ruling cla.a' ••• 

Don't you think for yourselvea? Ia Chomaky' a word

law? The Litton bombing created fear and uncertainty

amongst the workers at Litton (with media help)

and people elsewhere. Already Direct Action is

"the group to support-- we buy copies of every

newspaper we can in hopes that something viII be

said about our latest heroes. Hero.s have thia

nas'ty habi t of becOJrlDing leaders. The question

really i. Vanguard Terror or State Terror?

Extremely queationable statements like -It .e8IU

from any study of the paat that only nonviolent

movements supported by violent movements have had

any effect- are juat irresponsible. The first

'exception' that come. to mind ia the anti-nuclear

power movement. While succea. has not been total,

or nearly as great aa we would like, there bave been

moratoriu."'I\s introduced ....d plants closed ))ecauae

of the proteste •The success haa been at least aa

great as that of Martin Luther King' and the radical

bombing campaig'n that -backed- him in the struggle

for black civil rights in the U.S.A. Aa for the

effect of Ghandian - well, the Indians now have a

government that may not be a. totalitarian aa the

Britiah were, one Which has engaged in auch things

as forced sterilization, development of an atoraic

bomb,and has briefly toyed with the idea of ~com

ing a dictator.hip. Just what!!!. the long-l••ting

improvements of the Ghandiean JlQvement - except

for the idea that it mj.ght be possible to er••te

change vithout always killing people. Violene-,and

violent change have gotten u. where "e ar. today-



in a position where we have very little :.!.!!
control over our own lives. Violence as a form of

8Oc1a1 change does not work for ua. It haa consis

tently been used against us for the benefit of a

few. We ha.ve tried violent change for the ~st

aeveral thousand years - it I S tilllle to try something

new.

Sy far the strangest atatelDent that you ....de

was: - ... there are IllAny IDOre radical peaceniks

thinking beyond civil diaobedience towards insur

rection•.. - Do you have any connection to reality

left? Maybe once they stop celebrating that the

police have picked up 5 people and cnarged them

with varioua cri_s they'll join you.The very JDOst

you can hope for is that acme of them will unders

tand that the police will engage in aa much terror

and intiaidation a. they can get away with and

An anti-porn
eminist meets'

an S/M dyke
by Alexandra Devon

In t.be .pring of 1982 at the Barnard College

~'. Studies Conference on sexuality, • debate
wbich had been .i....rlng in the wc.en'. JM>Yellent

erupted into a full rolling boil. A nWllber of

vorkahopa were being offered on lesbian ••doaaao

chi_. Thi. type of sexuality was seen by ac:.e
*-n as a great affront to the principles of feai.

Di_ and the apiri t of lesbiania.. Thia reaction

to ala va••_n by thoae practitionera aa repreaaiva

and puritanical. Any sort of basi. tor understand

ing vas quickly eroded. awaYI the line. of battle

wre drawn and the war began in earneat, beinCJ

fOU9'ht in large part through the media. As wi th

mat vars the first ca.ualty was truth, and atraw

--.r\ vere constructed on either lide. Certain

women became the embodiment of a particular poai

tion. Saving the.e -representatives- gr.atly

exacerbated the problem by helpinq to create fal••

polaritie.. The.e polarities were the anti

pornoqraphy teminists, on the one hand, and the s/m

le.biana on the other. Kathleen Barry and New York

City'. MAP (Women Against Pornography) came to

epitomi.. all antl-pornoqrapby feminists. Pat

Califia and Samaia (a leabian 11m group in San

Franciaco) came to - represent - s/m dykes. Rec

ently, I JDet and talked at great length with a

leGiian aadomasochist. She vas •• uncomfortable

aa auch they muat be resisted every step of the

way - whether or not theae people!!!. Direct Action.

State Terrorism. is the MOlt Terrible!

Another Toronto Area Anarchist.

with the statements some aIm 1elbian. made about

Pornography, just a. I was aggravated by aome of

the poaitiona held by Kathleen Barry and oth.r

anti-pornography feminists on various ••xUAl

i.su.s.

The woman I talked to i. involved in a Bay

Ar.a aIm support group which formed out of dis

satistaction with Sameie I heirarchical orqanization

and acme of the actions of their spokeswoman Pat

Calitia. Likewise, I have been working with other

anti-pornography feminists in Toronto t. WAVAW, who

teel little affinity with certain feminilt. who work

for government regulation of porno9raphy and

other sexual matters.

What this di.cusaion helped me realize, among

other things, is the neces.ity to avoid jumping

behind e1 ther "Of the battlements. Good and bad

points have been made on both lidea. If one

avoida the temptation of joining campa, it i.

pos.iOle to ae. that both -lide. - are articulating

••pects of feainist concern.. One can, I think,

appreciate the contribut1~n. ot both Kathleen

Barry I. power,ful expose ot female s.xual slavery

(in her book of that name) aGd the bold questioning

in !!!.!!!!.!. 12 (the Sex i.sue) without being schiz
ophrenic.

To be concerned with fighting the victimization

of WOlDen is essential. To be concerned with the

waya women find pleasure i. equally important.

The women's liberation movement ot the late 60' s

and early 70 t I saw women as both .exual subject.

and ••xual victims. Each of the more extr...

pol•• in the current debate would aeem to cloM

their eyes to one or the other of the.e aspects.

One haa to avoid making an abaolute of on.' a

.ubject or object status. Th. critici•• that each

camp makes of some of the -repre.entatives" of the

other c~tain aome truth. While Camilla Decarnin

(in her article in the previous !S!Q.) accuse. the

anti-pornography feminist. of beinq whit. and



middle-cla•• and prone to • social work.r mentality,

who would deny it wn.n one read. Barry'. attack on

anyone who advocate. abolition of age of conaent

law. (in a .~ech given to a conference of rape

relief work.r. in the U.S.). It i. quite cl.ar

that Barry, in her zeal to prot.ct girl. from

rapacious ..n (or boy. from rapacioua Den. for that

matter), is quite prepared to forg.t about their

••xual rights. That there 1Iigbt be another courae

at action, IIObilizing youth to stand up for them

.elv.s, ha. apparently not occurred to her. (M an

a.id., I wonder what earthly good age of conaent

lava do anyway. I can think of two ca••s vithin the

laat y.ar in ",Mch girls - ag. five and six - were

d.-d. to be "promiscuous- and h.nce to have had a

band in their own rape. Obviously, more than the

lava n.ed changing. Ag. of consent laws seem good

at k_ping cons.nting youth from sexual activity,

and not much .1... What is key is true con.ent,

not &qe.)

Likewi•• , when Kathleen Barry aCClla•• the s/m

l ••bian. of consti tuting the vanguard of a male

lett cOunter-attack against the feminist critique,

vhil. it is mainly a rhetorical trick to deligiti

mi.e h.r opponents, it contian. a grain of truth

in that many men are now no doubt breathing a sigh

of relief at not having to concern themaelves with

the aexual victimization of women. Many a/m lesbian.,

in their emphaiais on aexual subjectivity of women,

••••ntially drop the analysis of wom.n '. victimi

zation altoqether.

I'v. read in the Oft Our Backs report on the

Barnard Confernece that Gayle Rubin suggested that

we support the sex induatry - as it is. To me

this se... D)re likely to strengthen reactionary

Feminism vs. nationalism:

view. toward. sexuality than would a principled

opposition to pornography. I would disagree with

Camilla Decarnin' s sophistical statement that

"when 'tel'llinista' and Jerry Falwell and the FBI and

Ronnie Raygun take identical stands on issues, there

ia goddam vell cause tor alarm." There are diff

erent reasons to be against pornography. To refuse

to see the difference between the right's crit1.que

of pornography and the feminist analysis is to be

deliberately blind. If one vants to set up align

ments, it is not difficult to see pornography and

puritaniSlll in the same camp, since both see women

and sexuality a. dirty and reinforce patriarchal

control and total submission of women.

To be against pormography~ is not to be

anti-sex or against erotica. For examples of ero

tica, one hal to look fair1.y hard, but it is being

made. Barbara Hammer's films. such as "Women I

Love", are one example. We need to create a social

space for a n~ sexual ethic and sensibility, new

role models, and new way. of experiencing pleasure

that minimize the subject/object split. At the

same time, ve should not try to limit dialogue or

experimentation. Nothing would be more boring than

a homogenous sexual practice in ,Which all "polit

ically incorrect" sex is condemned aa exploitative

and immoral. We need to combine philosoph.ical

debate and dialogue about different types of sexual

practices with insistence on the right of individuals

to engage in whatever consensual sex acts they

choose. Equally important is, to couch this debate

inside a truly radical feminist framework. An

ever-pre••nt consciousness of radical feminist

sensibilities and practice is the only way to cool

down the heated debate and bring the two poles

together into a revolutionary synthesis.

COLONIZATION OF LAND AND BODY
by Lilith Finkl~r

This chart wa. originally created in order to

illu.trste the theoretical incompatibility of

fUlin!_ and Zioni ..... Whil. women a. a group ar. a

colonized people. the Zionists have lucceaafully

colonized an indigenous population- the Palestinians.

On the far left, to,e main characteristics of

colonization are listed. The next three columna

indicate how the•• charact.ristics are relevant to

thr•• a.pst'at. qroupa~ Palestiniana,women. and

nativa C&Dadian••

Th. latt.r group vas added. to the chart io order

to illustrate that Zionism is not alone in its

blaunt1y oppre••i ve nature. Other forma of nation

allam have alao Mrved to alienate and annihilate

1nd1genou. people••

Whlle ....,y pr09re••i va indlvlduate .upport the
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return of the Palestinians to their land, how many

would advocate such a process in t.."1..eir own backyard1

K"nile native peopl.s here and in Israel practiced

coftlDunal farming arrangements, modern forms of

nationalism have demanded the creation and perpetu

ation of private property.

This inher.nt conflict in valua systems is symptom

atic of many colonial v.ntures.

Feminists who support Zionism or any other form.

of nationaliam would do well to reevaluate their

ideological frameworka.

The Pale.tinians were forced off their land oy

acts of terror auch aa Oier Yas3in aa well .s out

riqht evacuationa such as Igrit, Bir'am,Lj"dda,and

Jerusalem.

The Israeli government maintains that t.:le Arab

leaders broadcaat appeala on the radio telling the



COLONIZATION AND COLONIZED PEOPLES

WOMEN NATIVE CANADIANS

no control IU... uprooting_
of our
bodies

land tor ·development·
uranium
coal

tribal council
va. the people

temale literature dance, art, a.en
, art. .a primitive;

portrayal in ·Westerns"

reprocuctive
capacity,
emotional
nuturing:
aex;
labour in
the home

madonna/whore
e.sy lay/dyke

land expropriation,
rape, inceat broken tre.ties
wife battery.
elitoredectomi.a

land
expropriation
lawa

marketing
law.
pa•• lawa

·moderat.·
pal••tinians

v ••
·terrorists-

PALESTINIANS_..
uprooting_

water
orange grov.s
olive trees

f.sbion
langUAge

colour. of
flaq

(1) phy.1cal
diaplac...nt,
chtatruetion
of connection
between people
aDd land.

(2) cultural
alienation;
devaluation ,
de.truction of
colonized
people'. own.

CIUUlACTERISTICS

(3) creationa
o! diviaioM
within colonized
group

(4) extraction
of natural
resource.

Palestinian. to flee. Erskine Childers, a B.3.C.

COIIIDentator, reque.ted the recordings of such. broad

ca.t. and de.cribed the futih.ty of ilill .f!orte in

hie ••••1' .ntitled "The Oth.r Exodus". It offere a

detailed refutation of the state-manufactured m~'th.

(For personal etories of .... uprootin'i...e ~

Paleatinians by Frank Epp and John Goddard; !!!!.
Itale.tini&nal froll Pea••nt. to aevolutionari.. , oy
Ilo.eaary Saye1qh.)

In .ddition, between 1948 and 1967, 385 Arab

village. were d••troyed. They vere r.placed. by devel

O~Dt town. and ".ocialist· kibbutzi••nd lIO.bavim.

Today, Pale.tinians frOll the ~e.t Bank and Gaza

are not allowed in Israel proper between 1 a.lI. and

5 •••. Thi. force. large number. of people to travel

long di.tance. to work every day or to be locked up

by their employer. in factories at niqbt.

OUe to the dangerous caneli tion of ..ny building.,

fir.. have broken out and work.ers have been trapped.

ina1de.

In her ••••y, ·Women a. a Colonized People-, Robin

~40rqan cl••rly articulate. how women have become

alienated from their lanel, i.e. their Oodi••.

We have been victims of rape, inceat, •••ault,

cli~erect.onlie., ~oot-binding, ..,ife burninq etc.

Our bodi.a, our land, ia not our own. We cannot

even IIOve at ....ill, for ""e are paralyzed by tear of

further violence.

Perhaps the greate.t ali.nation from our bodies

occur. during childbirth. We are given a .pinal

anaesthetic so a. not to feel the contraction.;

not to t.el our own power, our own control over

the creation of Ufe.

We forget that the natives of this area are

called Indians and that to them, the 49th paral

lel is an artificial line, drawn to indicate and

enforce white property ~ights.

~'le of ~'1.e white European minority robbed them of

their lands, destroyed whole tribes of people, and

attempted to disinherit the survivors.

(For a wilole history of broken treaties, land

expropriations and mass r:mrders, see: 3ury Bv

aeart at Wounded Knee by Dee BrOwn; Reservations

Are for Indian., by Heather Robertson.)

While many Israeli postcards portray Bedouin

~men weaving or young boys with their flock of

sheep, the vorda to de.cri~ them are wri tten only

in Hebrew, French and English. Arabic, while one of

three ·official· languages, is frequently invisible.

The colours of the Palestinian national flag are

red, green, black and white. Any public display of

this colour combination is an occasion for military

harra.ament. Street vendors who used various fruits

together had their s:talle knocked down. The water

melon, becauae it containa all four colours, has

become a national symbol.

Women ....ri ters •til recently were forced to use

male pseudonyma in order to publish their work and

be -accepted. George Elliot and George Sand are only

two examples of this form of "passing".

The Dinner Party, an art exhibit featuring cera

mic plate. and tapeatriell represented 999 women who

had been lett out of !!!-STORY. Typically, Judy

Chicago, one of the main WOlDen involved in the
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proj.ct, .xperi.nced great difficulti•• in finding

an art ,all.ry vil11ng to ahov her work.

-""n I._ Art v•• DOt conaider.d r.l.vant.

Native art w•• 'til lDO.t r.cently unappreciated.

'l'Oday it i • .ald in touri.t mop. at inflated price.,

&ad the ori91nal .rti.t rarely benefit•• Their dance

i. -pr1a1tive": their .piritual value. -heathen-.

Hollywood baa palyed an iIllportant role in reinfor

clog the.. neqative iaaqe. of our indiqenoua people.

1n •...t.rna-, whi te European coloniali.. appeAr.

in the gui.e of the -cowboy-, -pioneer- and bearer

of a4Yanced technolO9Y, while the native. with their

ee-p1n, cultural relationahipa are. reduced to - ••v-

·9····(Par an ncellent record of the movie indultry'l

coDtribution to the di.tortion of native culture and

~l.Unce, ... The Only Good. Indian, by Ralph and

Har.h. Friar.

so.. Zioni.t. have attempted to differentiate

between the Pale.tinian. and the PLO, in .pi te of

the ....ive gras. root. lupport the organization

enjoy••

Many Arab towns and villaqe. elect leader. with

.~ng nationali.tic tendenci••. In order to circum

vent the.e duly elected repre.entative., the Ilr.eli

9OV8rnMnt ha. created the "villAge leaque. - a. an

alternative governing body. Individual. who reque.t

funding for varioue locial projectl mUlt go to the

t.raeli puppet in order to obtain financial .upport.

tn patr1archy, tlf'OMen are divi4ed into two group.

or polari tie.. t!1e _donna (the qoocl veaan), luch

.. :tether Therea., or the whore (the evil voaan),

.uc:J1 a. XAviera Hollander. We are ddined by our

..xual acce.aibili ty; ei ther w. do or we don It.

tf we are neither .aint nor pro.titute, th.n we

are obvloualy a -dyke-.

Wollen are often ~ivided by the de.ire to gain

..le approval and heterosexual priveleqe. A voaan

walltiAq alo... (i ••• """""ad) at niqbt ia likaly

to ,et raped, • --.n walkift9 with a man i. re.pected

.. ae-eone ela.la property.

When a ..jor corporation wanted to evacuate the

Bopi in Wyoainq frca their land, they encountered

• population WlWillift9 to move. The Americana did

not want to underatand the con.enaue deciaion-making

proce•• of tbe tribe. They inatead created a tribal·

coUDell fZ'Oll UlDn9 the .are aaaiulated Indiana. Thi.

council then rubber-.tamped the corporationa requ••t

aDd qrAllted cUrect acee•• to natural re.ource. on

nati'" land.
(For a len9thier di.cua.ion, ••e Co-.volution

QUart..rly I Bloreqlon. I ••ue, -!tit Car.on in a Thre.

Plce Suit-.)

OM of the _jar reaourc.. in Iara.l i. water.

'l'Ili. ~n Borth ~rican ~dity haa AD inereaad
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value in the Middle-Eaat' ••emi-lrid climate.

Numeroul new aettlementa on the West Bank. have

dug deep well. to lupply their towna, fielda, and

sviDlDing poola.

Pale.tiniana meanwhile have suffered in recent

drought•• Whole fielda have gone dry, and reque.ta

to the I.raeli government to dig deeper wella have

been refused.

~OfNIn have numerous resource., all of which

are over-exploited and undervalued. Cur labour

in the home i. houaework and goes unpaid. A hired

dome.tic, heever, would earn a minimum of sa,ooo.
We offer emotional nurturing in our intimate

relation.hip., aa well .. in our profel.ional

capacities .1 IOcial workers, teachers and nur••••

While women work on the front line, men in the.e

field. are rapidly moved to supervisory po.itiona.

By many .tate government., particularily during

time. of military conflict, women are .een a. pro

ducerl of children-- baby machinea --who.e role i.

to create y.t another generation of willing loldier••

One of the main reaources being extracted from

reservationa today i. uranium. Mining of this mineral

often rai.el the level of background radiation .and

endanger. the whole ecosyatem.

The native peoplea concern with their land'. ur-:

anium bad helped to link them to the mainstr.am anti

nuclear movement.

More LETTERS
I can I t resilt a few coaments on the letter by

Camilla Decarnin to Julia Sorel. De.pite my overall

iapre••ion that lome of her criticiama JUy be valid,

r atrongly di.agree ",ith her on .everal points.

I mu.t point out that hovever

symptomatic pol'noqrapny may be in the .ense ahe

de.cribed. it more importantly contributes a very

fundamental part of the .exist .ocial, political

and economic hierarchy Ihe vi..",s a. causal. A

quick review of tile ...le Canadian reaction to I-.ot

! ~ Story, from journaliats to cenlors, .hould

make this aOundantly cl.ar. If pornography ",aa any

ea.ier to eradicate than the inequality llnd insen

.itivity Ihrouding daycare,education,abortion,

equal pay, etc. , then it ought to have vanished by

now,or at leaat regr••••d.

Moreov.r, .ince 1t' a impos.ible,nowever d••ir'"

able, to collap.e the entire patriarchial .yltea

wi th one fell chop what emerges inatead il the

nece••ity of .abotaging where it'l poa.iole to do

80. perhaps M•• Decarnin know. IOmething &Dout

American femini.t. ~hat I don't, however, in Canada

femini.t. are certainly 10bDying jUlt aa .trongly

for our other vital right•• The fundamental dif

ferenc'e li•• in the pornography i ••ue recieving



considerable media coverag..., particularily by

hoati1e male journalists, male journa1iats I might

add who deem otherwise beneath them the duty of

reponsibi1y reporting on the very persia tent hard

work being done to improve daycare,education,abor

tion rights, equal pay, and ao forth. Tnus the

Canadian press represents i tae1f as not incapao1e

of yielding an impreasion markedly at variance

witil reality. Furthermore since pornography myth

ologizes and otnerviae culturally sanctions violen

ce againat women and children, it must in my mind

remain a fairly subatantia1 feminist cause : our

perllissiveness of violence in society is tantamount

to our moral acceptance of it, and from it stems

a host of related injustices.,

No, I can't concieve of a non-sexist prostitut

ion industry. In a society which views everything

in terms of domination our economic structure

contributes as much as S/M to our collective

violence. Whether we are looking at Canada,or in

act at the Soviet Union or North i<orea,production

and conaumption are the bottom line. Not product-

.on which harmonizes wi til human need and ecological

survival,which might be a rather different story,

but whicn is predicated on a very specific reward:

power, mammonistic or otherwise. As long &s we are

~peaking about causal rather than symptomatic

fact S I think it bears relevance to stre.hat

prosititution, however supposedly free from. sexism

Ms. Decarnin imagines i d be, would still be

supporting and thus basically condoning the sort

of sQclety which spawns patriarchial domination in

the first place.

Aa r as S/H goes, while her criticisms of

various groups for their inconsistencies may be

just, condoning S/H certainly is not. It's like

glorifying competitive sports: it socially sanctions

aggressive bahavior inatead of encouraging people

to examine and work through it on a healthier and

more truthful level.

My last cri ticimn falla on her seeming approval

of kiddie porn. It !.! too bad that~ !!! was

taken off the market for it was without doubt an

excellent book in some reapects. This sacrefice is

really pittance however, compared with the benefits

of legal protections for otherwise helpless

children.

Ms. Decarnin, more importantly though, ought to

read up on the psychological and physiological

effects of aex on children. While I'm not an expert

in the subject, I have studied enough about it to

understand that 'consensual' ia ..,st frequently

'coercive', and thus as far a. -men and boys in

lOVing relationshipa- goes,there's just too much

evidence to the contrary, both historically anu in

the present, to consl.der Hs. Decarnin as knowled

geable on this subject aa she claims herself to be.

Patriarchy is a state of war. And if feminists

choose to oppose it by actively abhorring the same

violence which is perpetrated against ua in the

first place, then Ma. Decarnin will just have to

si t back, open herae1f further to the dialogue ahe

so respects and think a li ttle harder.

N"Est ce p•• ?

Looking forvard to your future issues.

L P

Toronto

UPDATE ON LEONARD PELTIER CASE
On December 30, 1983. Judge Paul Benson handed down
his decision that not only was he denying Peltier a new
trial but that he would not even grant an evedentiary
hearing. An evidentiary hearing is a fairly routine
procedure where the defence presents the new evidence
to the court and then it is decided whether this evidence
warents a new trial.

Bruce Ellison (Leonard's lawyer) will be re-petitioning
Judge Benson. They will also be going back to the eighth
circuit court of appeals in 51. Louis, Missouri. During
Leonard's last appeal at the eighth circuit one of the
Judges was made head of the FBI. Because of this Bruce
will be petitioning for a totally new set of Judges.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PRISON ABOLITION.

Write 60 Lowther Street,Toronto,Ontario,MSR le1

for more information. The Conference will take place

on ;uy 26th-28th at Trinity College,University of

Toronto. Arrangements can be made for billi tinq and

daycare will be available. Coat: Institution or

Organization- $120, Individual - $60, Unemployed-$lS.

Group rates are available upon request. IT IS 'I1IEIR

GOAL THAT NO PERSON WHO WISHES TO ATTEND BE TURNED

AWAY FOR LACK OF FUNDS.
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Christianity is a raligion of Sin and
Guilt.

The World, with its joy and wonder,
is renounced in favour of a jealous
and vengeful god who sits in
judgement like an angry father with
disobedient childran.

Christianity is a raligion of Un
freedom.

It demands that we deny tha
divinity of Natura in favour of a
supernatural god of law and ordP

It demands that wa deny our bodies
in favour of a fake, otharworldly
soul.

It dlmanda that we dany free ex-
pressioo Jove in favour
of a gray wor toll and renun-
ciation.

2QOO years of Christian ter
II sn't workad. Tha dream of
universal denial and obediance has

i1ed.

a person trusts iheir
learns that pleasura is

Every time a person's heart feels joy
at the rising of the moon or sunset
over a lake and learns that the
world is good ...

Every tima a person learns to think
for themself and sees that the laws
of the Christian god ara just tools
used by the powerful to keep us en
slavad ...

Evary time the joy of life ovarcomes
the fear of punishment ... the
pagan spirit of freedom wins and
the god of guilt loses.

Wrililn by a anonymous
Burlington. V.T. anarchist.
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