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duly convicted shall exist wirhin the United States." 
This latter parr of theAmendment is key to understand
ing the reconstruction of the South after the Civil War, 

race relations in the US to this 
day and perhaps, the develop
ment of America's prisons into 
America's future concentration 
camps. 

Most of us have never reaUy 
srudiedReconstruction in a criti
cal way. Reconstruction meant 
the reconstruction of the white 
South. It had nothing to do with 

. ...,;; reconstructing the lives of Black 
people in America. After 1876, 
the prison population of the 
South multiplied by leaps and 
bounds; but it was the jailed 
Black people who filled the jails 
and prisons. It was they, the 
Black people, who rebuilt and 
reconstructed the South. It was 
they who rebuilt that South 
which had been destroyed- its 
mines, its railroads, its entire in
frastructure. The prison popula
tion of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
etc., multi plied to such an extent 
thatinsteadofbuildingjails, they 
formed chain gangs. That is how 
the South was reconstructed. 
And today, over three million 

people are under the aegis and control of the penal 
system - they are acrually wards of the state- slaves 
- and the overwhelming numbers of them are people 
of color. If the devastated South was rebuilt by Black 
slaves in America's dungeons, then, perhaps, George 
Bush and his successor hope to do the same thing in the 
next period: to rebuild this country's declining economy 
by turning today' s prisons into concentration camps. 

There is no doubt that today America's ghettoes are 
increasingly playing the role that old Africa played 
yesterday- a place for hunting Black slaves. One look 
at the so-called war on drugs, and its "weed and seed" 
campaign, which is nothing more than a war on Third 
World people in this country, suffices to prove this. 
Another example could be a close srudy of the state's 
response to the Los Angeles rebellion recently, how it 
militarily occupied that ghetto. An interesting incident 
concerning this occupation, that few people may know, 
is that thirteen men - FCI Pleasanton's best Riot 
Squad - were militarized and sent to Los Angeles. 
They militarized these people- guards at Pleasanton 
-and send them to Los Angeles. Can you believe that? 
And, most of us think that it was the Army that was sent 
ro LA Obviously, the participation of this elite corps of 
jail guards is a prelude to what prisons are becoming. 
They are planning the militarization of prisons. So, as 

you privatize the prisons, and turn them into centers of 
production (read, concentration camps), you also have 
ro miutarize them. And you have to get the experience, 
for it has to be learned and acquired. The Los Angeles 
occupation provided them with that experience. 

So, as we look at chis infamous Columbian legacy, 
this Legacy of racism, of genocide, of aU that is rotten 
about the Western world, when you look at this, yo11 
also have to understand that the very moment that rhe 
Europeans arrived on these shores, people resisted, and 
developed another legacy- a legacy of a rich history of 
cultures of resistance. When Columbus arrived, he 
established a settlement on the island of Espanola 
named Navidad. Upon his rerum during his second 
voyage he finds that it had been totally wiped out. One 
of the lies that was been repeatedly told is that the 
Indians were srupid and dumb. Well, these people were 
pretty bright - they told Columbus when he asked 
what happened, "Oh, some horrible people from down 
there - pointing to the islands east and south of 
Espanola-came and raided this place and these people 
are so evil theywilleatyour heart out." They were trying 
to scare the Europeans. Columbus was bent upon 
finding these ferocious peoples. Also, the natives, know
ing Columbus's greed for gold, told him that the land 
ofEI Dorado was also in that direction. And so, hopping 
from island to island, Columbus went in search of these 
ferocious people and in search ofEl Dorado. He was still 
trying to find Cinpango, India and Indonesia, as he 
traversed the Caribbean. But, to his bewilderment, 
Columbus encountered the ferocious people, an army 
unlike any he had ever met- an army composed of 
fighting women. An incident is recounted, in which 
these women confronted and drove the Columbus 
expedition out of the island of Martinique. Dumb
founded, Columbus referred to them as "the Ama
zons." His male chauvinist European mind could not 
conceive that women could fight and defend them
selves, and also defend the dignity of a people. 

A revelation that there was somerhing wrong here 
comes to Columbus - the people on the island of 
Espanola had received tl1e Spaniards with open arms, 
but these people in the Lesser Antilles fought and drove 
them away. Columbus and his men immediately made 
a distinction berween the "good Indians" and the "bad 
Indians." By "good Indians," they meant the Talno
Arawak speaking people. The "bad Indians" were to be 
the Caribs, a derogatory reference to the people that 
resisted. The word Carib has its origin in the Spanish 
word came, a reference to denote these people as flesh 
eaters. A whole myth has evolved around the Caribs as 
ferocious cannibals. For your historical and anthropo
logical knowledge, there are no Carib Indians. There 
never were and there have never been. There were T alno 
and Arawak-speaking people throughout the Carib
bean. They were the same people from the island of 
Trinidad-Tobago to Cuba. Only in Cuba did you have 
a small grouping of people who were related to the 























The Reagan-Bush Administration's "war on drugs" 
has primarily been a war on New Afrikan youth, a cover 
for "low intensity" warfare. While our young people are 
neither producers nor wholesalers of cocaine, the com
petition for markets on the retaillevd has created armed 
conflict in our communities becween drug traffickers 
who have employed youth from rival neighborhoods as 
anned soldiers. Rather than create economic opportu
ni£y, the u.s. chose a military response. {Interestingly, it 
has declared no such war on the banks which handle 
drug profits.) With the "war on drugs" as the barcle cry, 
Black communities, particularly youth, became "public 
enemy number one." 

Under the banner of the "drug war," new forms of 
repression were introduced: the creation of anti-drug 
squads, the mobilization of police "sweeps," the in
creased use of helicopters, "battering-ram" tanks, high
tech police tactics, massive prison construction and new 
repressive legislation. These only increased the reality of 
living under occupation. Civil liberties were a thing of 
the past as young Black people were harassed or picked 
up for only "looking suspicious." In Los Angdes, the 
IAPD, under the leadership of the infamous Daryl Gates, 
initiated its "gang sweeps" called Operation Hammer, 
a campaign of terror in 1988 which resulted in the arrest 
of nearly 1,500 New Afrikan youth. The "anti-gang 
sweeps" have also been used to compile intelligence on 
our community. In Los Angeles, the IAPD and County 
Sheriff have compiled over 150,000 files on so-called 
gang members, primarily Black and Chicano/Me.xicano 
youth. 

FIGHT THE POWER 
Add to this incidents of white supremacist violence 

in Howard Beach, Bensonhursr, Forsyth County, and 
Virginia Beach and youhaveaformulafor radicalization. 
In the late 1980s, We witnessed a resurrection of na
tional and militant consciousness among New Afrikan 
youth, whose experience of the "american dream" was 
a farce. The reality was a genocidal ameriKKKan night
mare. Reflective of this growing militancy was the 
expression ofideological and cultural resistance in Hip
Hop music. Rappers with radical messages like Public 
Enemy; KRS-One, 2Pac, Paris (the Black Panther of 
Rap), X Clan, and Ice Cube became heroes in the Black 
rommunity. Songs dealing with social-political mes
sages like "Fight the Power," "Fuck the Police," 
"AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted," "You Must Learn," 
and "Trapped" became theme songs. Looking for revo
lutiona£y heroes as images and role models for their 
growingspiritofresistance, young New Afrikans began 
to identify with Malcolm X, Assara Shakur, Louis 
Farrakhan, and the Black Panther Parry. They began to 
embrace the revolutionary spirit of their ancestors, the 
maroon and enslaved Black rebels who fought Spanish 
conquistadors in the early 16th century. 

But despite these positive aspects, certain deficien
cies limit these Afrika-centered sentiments from be-

coming a counrerforce to the dominant culture and 
ideology. In fact they continue to reproduce some of the 
most oppressive characteristics of society.ln fact, much 
of the Hip-Hop music reinforces elitism, sexism, mi
sogyny and patriarchy. 

Womanist responses &om female rappers like 
MC Lite, Yo Yo and Queen Latifah have challenged 
the sexism of their male counterparts. In spite of 
their valiant efforts, however, the majority of their 
brothers have not found out how to express being "a 
strong Black man" without feel ing they must domi
nate women. 

Like their other young New Afrikan brother and 
sisters, youth involved in the Crips and Bloods in South 
CentraliA, Watts and Compton were also becoming 
more politically and nationally consciousness. Many 
young gang members who had been incarcerated re
turned home with lessons learned from politically con
scious prisoners. On the streets, the efforts of New 
Afrikan revolutionary nationalists and Muslims, who 
had worked for years to build unity becween the warring 
factions of u's Black community, were bearing fruit. 
ManyCripsand Bloods began to wear the New Afrikan 
nationalist colors of the Red, Black, and Green along 
with their Blue or Red colors of their neighborhood. 
This politicization of many Crips and Bloods would in 
fact lead to a treaty to reunify the community ofWatts 
weeks before the uprising. This same spirit would later 
spread throughout other predominately Black commu
nitiesinLosAngdes,indudingSouthCentral,Compton, 
and Inglewood. 

It was this transformation of consciousness of New 
Afrikan youth, particularly in the gangs, which was a 
factor in the u.s. redeploying intelligence agents from 
the "Cold War" co participate in "fighting crime" in 
u.s. cities. Potentially revolutionary dements would be 
"weeded out" as part of Bush's "Weed and Seed" 
program for the cities, including Los Angeles, Atlanta, 
Chicago and Washington, oc. 

The rise ofyouth gangs in South Central Los Angeles 
and Compton is, to some degree, a result of the 
counterinsurgency war against the Black Liberation 
Movement of the 1960s. Prior to the Watts uprisings of 
1965, Black youth participated in gangs like Slausons, 
Gladiacors, Businessmen and the Treetops to protect 
themsdves and their neighborhoods. After 1965, many 
of them joined the Black Panther Parry, US Organiza
tion, or the Malcolm X Foundation. These organiza
tions provided revolutionary and nationalist alternatives 
for those who joined gangs because they could not 
identify with colonial or neo-colonial institutions. For 
New Afrikan youth, the Black Liberation Movement 
fulfilled the need to possess some sense of power and 
identity, while offering a perspective to change the 
system rather than co-existing with it. The BLM lost 
momentum in the early 1970S, due to the 
counterinsurgency war of the u.s. government and its 
own internal weaknesses. As the Black Power 
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