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ploited the fear of U.S. casualties as a way to justifY total devastation oflraq. Why 
leave one Iraqi soldier alive and capable of killing an American? Racism was the 
cutting edge of the Gulf war and we have to more openly confront it to build an 
effective anti-war movement. 

PALESTINE IN CRISIS 
For the Palestinians the war could only be called a disaster. Since its inception, the 

Palestinian movement has posed a fundamental challenge to U.S. and Israeli control 
of the Middle East. Now, aided by its new regional allies, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Syria, the U.S. is taking the next logical step in shaping the new Middle East 
colonialism: the systematic destruction of the Palestinian struggle. 

Before and even during the war, the intifada had brought the issue ofPalestine into 
the world's consciousness. Scenes oflsraeli police systematically breaking the arms 
and legs of Palestinian children, burying protesters alive with bulldozers, and 
responding to stones with tear gas and bullets revealed the brutality of the Israeli 
occupation and generated unprecedented calls for a Palestinian state. 

From the moment the war began, Israel imposed a 24-hour a day curfew in the 
West Bank and Gaza which was maintained for weeks during the war. Palestinians 
in the Occupied Territories were forced to the brink of starvation and desperation 
as theywere unable to leave their homes for shop for food or to go to their jobs. Those 
who worked in Israel saw their jobs taken over by new Soviet immigrants, who have 
been streaming into the country by the thousands as the U.S. refuses them en tty and 
channels them to Israel. Although the U.S. has maintained that it opposes new Israeli 
settlements, they've reacted to Israeli pronouncements that it is building thousands 
of new homes on the West Bank with a wink and a nod. 

The intifada continues, but much more of its energy must now be focused on 
fundamental survival issues for the Palestinian population. Programs such as popular 
cooperatives have been put on the back burner, while people return to subsistence 
agriculture as the only way to provide sufficient food for their families. This situation 
is only made worse by the expulsion ofPalestinian workers from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, where they have been arbitrarily jailed, tortured and killed. 

On the political front, the U.S. and Israel are setting the stage to shut out any possibility 
of a self-determining Palestinian state. The goal of Baker's shuttle diplomacy is to octend 
the separate peace negotiated with Egypt in 1979 to the rest of the region. The Palestinians 
would be effectively isolared from any support in the Arab world. 

At the same time, a full-scale effort to destroy the Palestine Liberation Organiza­
tion is underway. Saudi Arabia has ·cut off financial support to the PLO. The Arab 
regimes are conducting a frantic search for cooperative Palestinians who could 
replace the PLO and Yasser Arafat, complaining that he supported the wrong side 
in the war. In Lebanon, the Syrian-controlled army has launched a vicious military 
assault on PLO bases, intent on driving Palestinian fighters out of Lebanon. The 
rationale being given for these moves is that Palestinian bases in Lebanon compro­
mise the country's sovereignty. The truth is that the PLO will settle for nothing less 
than self-determination and a Palestinian state, an outcome which is unacceptable 
to the U.S. and its allies. 

Now is a critical time- a moment when international support for a Palestinian 
state is needed more than ever. 

THE UNBFARABLE UGHTNFSS 
OF BEING CORRECT 

As the war demonstrated, mass culture and ideology in this country are completely 
managed. Any alternative that challenges this is immediately beaten back. How 
interesting that the major ideological issue being raised by the right wing these days 
is an attack on "political correctness"- PC. A cover story in Nro1sweekwas devoted 
to "PC: There's the Thought Police Out There." One might have thought this 
referred to Jesse Helms and his censorship crusade. However, that's not what they're 
talking about. They're talking about multicultural studies, BlackStudies and Women's 
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Studies. In fact, William Buckley has started a new group 
to promote liberal arts universities that on& offer Western 
Civilization. 

Much of the attack has been centered in academia: 
the whole question of western civilization and the 
so-called move away from the canon, the debates 
over curriculum and text-books and the bolstering 
of conservative and right-wing professors, think 
tanks and universities. Its very purpose is to chal­
lenge and eventually eliminate any intellectual op­
position to right-wing ideology and practice. Pro­
gressive academics have compared what's going on 
to McCarthyism. 

This totally orchestrated campaign has power -
a lot of it. It helps change the language in which we 
think. What once was considered progressive is now 
too radical and dogmatic. This strengthens the basis 
for the inexorable move to the right. For instance, 
what used to be considered affirmative action is now 
called unfair quotas and therefore not allowed. And 
Black students calling for more emphasis on Africa 
in world history are dismissed with the PC label. It's 
all very convenient! This comes at a time when 
people of color are rapidly becoming the majority in 
many parts of the U.S. and are demanding a 
multicultural approach to education. It also coin­
cides with the preparations for the quincentennial. 
(It should be quite a clash of cultures!) 

Recent decisions by the Supreme Court are a 
perfect example of the confluence of this ideological 
onslaught with reactionary laws. The Supreme Court 
is often looked upon as "above politics" and some­
how sacrosanct. Yet recent decisions- one uphold­
ing a ban on abortion counseling at federally-funded 
family planning centers, another allowing prisons to 
impose conditions which would otherwise be con­
sidered "cruel and unusual punishment" as long as 
the prison authorities don't have the resources to 
improve the situation, and a third allowing the state 
to use confessions obtained under duress- show just 
how politicaJ and reactionary the Court's decisions are. 

The Reagan/Bush decade has gutted every liberal/ 
democratic principle that was ever won in the Su­
preme Court. Having achieved political control over 
the justicesystem, the way is now clear for an accelerated 
de-constitutionalization of life in the U.S. With the 
resignation ofThurgood Marshall, we ought rename 
the Supreme Court, the Supremacy Coun. 

Of course, there already is a reigning PC view of 
the world, but George Bush and company own it. 
It's the one that will be used to justify the cutting of 
health care funds, aid to education and housing. It's 
the view that says that a sales tax which taxes the poor 
is more acceptable than a tax on the rich.lt's the one 
that blames Black people for the conditions they 
now live in. Yet we' re being told that if we challenge 
these things, we' re being narrow or even worse, 
ridiculous. There is an ideological straitjacket-and 

they're trying to put us in it. 
PC touches people's buttons and makes them 

back away. Nobody, a.fter all, wants to be labelled as 
dogmatic and/or stupid. Unfortunately even 
progressives have fallen into the trap: talk about a 
guy as a sexist- you're too PC; feel uncomfortable 
about the sexual objectification of women -what 
an uptight weirdo; worry about programs where 
they don't provide childcare and aren't wheelchair 
accessible - too correct by far; talk about gender 
parity and representation by people of color - too 
stupid for words. 

And it goes deeper than that. Because when you 
deny radicalism, creativity, and real intellectual dis­
course, you deny the possibility for change. You do 
so by denying people the opportunity to think that 
anything could be different and therefore the oppor­
tunity to act. 

We can't let ourselves get too discouraged, even 
though it's very easy. We can't let ourselves become 
completely enmeshed in the dominant culture, al­
though it's very difficult to break out of it. We can't 
let ourselves be brainwashed, although considering the 
media these days, the attacks on real thinking, the 
superficiality of this society, it is very difficult to think. 

***** 
This issue is dedicated to our friend and brother, 

David Stern, who died of AIDS on June 27th. David 
was diagnosed four years ago and was told he had nine 
months to live. But from the onset he refused to accept 
this fate. Many of us told him he was in deep denial. 

David wasn't in denial, though. He just wasn't 
going to go without fighting it all the way, dragging 
many of us with him. He researched everything 
known about the disease and experimental treat­
ments and, like many people with AIDS, became 
more expert than the experts. If there was a new 
method that made sense to try, he tried it. And he 
fought in the streets, believing that the only way that 
this government wou.ld do anything about AIDS 
was ifpeoplewerein its face all the time, never letting 
them forget what AIDS was doing to thousands of 
people. A year passed, and then 18 months, and we 
started to believe that he would beat it too. 

But then he began to get sicker with a constant 
fever and more loss ofweight. And throughout it all, 
this man, who, after all, was Like the rest of us, 
showed a dignity and humanity that helped and 
inspired us alL 

He taught us that the "inevitable" can always be 
looked at in different ways - and therefore chal­
lenged with new strategies and ideas. It's a good 
lesson to think about these days when the scene 
around us is quite dismal, yet the path to change is 
unclear. If David's example taught us anything, it 
was to not accept and not give in, to resist and to 
always look for new ways to fight. 0 
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significant pressure on the Israeli government, and 
why should it when Arab governments stand at the 
ready to protect U.S. interests in the region to the 
detriment of the aspirations and the welfare of the 
Arab masses, particularly the Palestinians. 

The idea that the Palestinians are to give up their 
claim to the PLO as their representative is not going 
to bear any fruit, because they will not, in spite of the 
attempt of the Israeli government to cultivate rela­
tions with people whom they see as not representing 
the PLO. Here is the United States trying to over­
throw Saddarn Hussein because he is supposed to be 
not representing his people. Yet the Palestinians are 
saying, "The PLO is our representative," and the 
Israeli occupiers, the U.S.' allies, are saying, "No!" 

Unfortunately, in terms of the Palestinian issue, 
the conflict is going to go on. The Israeli authorities 
are going to continue to be as vicious as they have 
been. They have no reason not to be as long as the 
people of this country are willing to go on ignoring 
the fact that U.S. taX dollars subsidize occupation 
and the inflicting of terror on Palestinians. 

There needs to be a movement from within Israeli 
society by people who stand in opposition to their 
government and who see that it presides over a 
vicious system which oppresses them too. After all, 
who wants to have one's child police and kill men, 
women and children in the occupied territories? 
Why should that be a way of life for a people? As a 
result of the intifada, the exposure of what Zionism 
is aU about is growing in this country too. People are 
finalJy starting to consider the possibility that the 
Israeli regime is not the democratic regime that it 
purports to be, that it continues to exist and to 
expand at the expense of other people. 

And the Arab people will not have it. The Palestin­
ians would rather be dead; they would rather sacrifice 
their children; they would rather do anything than 
live under these conditions. The Arab governments 
have, for one reason or another, especially lately, 
used the Palestinian issue to their advantage. But 
especially within the framework of the intifada, the 
Palestinians have made it very clear that nobody 
speaks in their name. The military solutions that 
have been tried by the Arab governments in the past 
are nor the only way of dealing with the conflict. 
There are forms of passive resistance involving entire 
communities. And here again we must note the 
involvement ofwomen. The people are simply deter­
mined. Not unlike the South African case, you can 
subjugate people, but the subjugation does not nec­
essarily break them, it makes their resistance and 
their determination much more profound. So in 
spite of the feeling of hopelessness and depression 
which many Arabs have felt recently, there is also a 
sense of enthusiasm and determination that things 
are not going to go on this way forever. 

This may sound unrealistic at chis point. But I 

chink people committed to a revolutionary transfor­
mation are unrealistic in that they can imagine the 
unimaginable. Once an alternative is contemplated, 
the question becomes how does one work towards 
this end, how does one organize towards this end. 
The Palestinian case gives us hope in the sense that 
theseareapeoplewhodon'thaveanarmy, theydon't 
have a state apparatus at their disposal, their re­
sources are minimal, and yet their resistance to Israeli 
rule has been much more effective than the military 
exercises undertaken by the organized armies of the 
Arab regimes. 

One thing that's been very obvious throughout the 
whole war has been the extent to which ideological 
manipulation has been used to prevent any identifica­
tion with the Arab people generally or the Palestinians 
in particular. 

Of the many manipu lations, one stands out as 
particularly effective. This was the attempt to con­
fuse anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. If people stood 
up and said something against Israel, then they were 
labeled anti-Semitic, which is, of course, ridiculous. 
Bur this kind of manipulation has irs upper limit. 
And I think if people are clear about the fact that they 
are not racist, that they are not anti-religious, I don't 
think that should be a concern. It's important co 
remember that the Arab people have struggled against 
occupiers who were Muslim. It doesn't matter what 
your religion is, if you are an oppressor, you are an 
oppressor. If you have your foot on the neck of some 
people and are pushing their noses down in the dirt, 
they don't care what religion you are, what color you 
are. To them you are an opprr..ssor. That's the most 
important part of your identity that is relevant to 
their concern and to their struggle. It doesn't matter 
what else you are. 

Another aspect of this ideological assault is the whole 
portrayal of Arab women, the images of Arab women we 
saw during the war, for example. 

What was amazing during the war was the focus 
on the women of Saudi Arabia who couldn't drive. 
This was amazing in two ways: First of all, these 
women who couldn't drive have chauffeurs to drive 
them. My real concern wasn't about these women 
who couldn't drive, but the women who were their 
maids, who were somehow out of the picture com­
pletely. You saw American hostages who were in the 
Rashid Hotel and what a hard time they were 
having. Bur the many faceless women-- and men of 
course -- who ended up in tents somewhere in 
Jordan, who did nor have the luxury to simply 
purchase an airline ticket and go back to India or Sri 
Lanka or Egypt -- all these hardships char other 
women suffered were not shown. 

Moreover what was really strange was to concen­
trate on the face that women don't drive in Saudi 
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Arabia, which was not the enemy country. The 
enemy was in Iraq. This tells us something about 
how the West views Arab society. It homogenizes 
Arab society as a way offacilitaring the imposition of 
control over it. 

We don't see that women in Iraq have been in the 
forefront of the feminist movement in the Arab 
world. Back in the early 1900s Iraqi women were 
among the first to link the Zionist settlement of 
Palestine to the position of women, thereby working 
for the integration of the struggle forwomen's libera­
tion in the region within the broader struggle against 
both Zionism and imperialism. This was something 
that we never heard about. Yet it was Iraq that was the 
enemy country and not Saudi Arabia. But because 
women in Iraq have a very different position than 
women in Saudi Arabia, their position wasn't dis­
cussed since it is inconsistent with the other portray­
als of their country as a satanic domain. 

Part of the problem is how distorted representations 
of Arab women are in this country. 

When people in this country come to me with 
questions about women in Arab countries, they 
usually refer to theworkofNawal Saadawi on female 
genital surgery. Why is it that we hear about Nawal 
Saadawi's work on this topic repeatedly? Why is it 
that people in this country do not express eagerness 
about other Arab feminists' works, the work of those 
who do not sing the tune that theW est I ikes to hear? 

When you talk with Western "feminists" about 
women in Arab Muslim society, the first thing that 
often comes up for discussion is female circumcision. 
Just imagine if I were to mobilize women around the 
world around the theme of breast augmentation. This 
too is a form of bodily mutilation and a form of social 
control in the sense that in this society if you have small 
breasts, you're not good enough; if they're too big, 
you're not good enough; they have to be just right. 

Another example is the veil. Take these two pic­
tures, for example. [One shows a woman from the 
1960s whose face is nearly obscured by her bmg hair. 
The second sh()UJs an Iranian woman whose face is 
obscured by her shawl.]We look at this one and we say 
"Well, that's the 60s, it's fashion." We look at the 
picture of the Iranian woman and that other image 
invites a very different kind of reaction. Yet they both 
represent forms of control. 

The reaction of people is to say, "No, this is 
different. This is a fashion and it's up to you to follow 
the fashion or not." Americans like to think theyre 
very individualistic. Now how many people with 
torn jeans have you seen in the past five years as 
compared to before? You get to the point where you 
have to buy jeans that are torn. If that isn't indicative 
of a conformist society, I don't know what is. That is 
conformity; that is control. 

True, these examples are different in terms of 

detail, but not in terms of expression of conformity 
whether it's to a standard of modesty, by covering up 
or a standard of beauty or whatever that women an 
subjected to all overtheworld. But rarherthanseein1 
the similarity of how women are controlled by cer· 
tain cultural standards, we tend to focus on the 
differences in these forms of control, rather than the 
similarities. So authors from the Arab world whc 
address a form of control which has no counterpar 
in the West are those whose work becomes mon 
popular in the West. 

This is something which never ceases to surpris' 
me. It's not only in this war, but traditional!; 
Orient.alists looking at the Middle East have focusec 
on women to symbolize the gulf that separates West 
ern society from Arab Muslim society. People look a 
Arabs, including those of us who are Africans, anc 
talk about all sorts of horrible things pertaining t1 

women. Except when it comes to our color -the1 
we are designated white. Westerners like to trace th 
origins of their civilization to the ancient Egyptian 
and some of them get very upset when Africa! 
Americans want to claim that heritage. 

There is a concerted effort to distance the We. 
from Arab Muslim societies in practically every 
thing, whether it relates to women, or the allege 
cruelty of people in that part of the world: they ai 

violent; they are vicious; they kill each other; th 
historic hatred between Muslims and Jews. They sa 
all these things and yet they consider us like therr 
when it comes to appropriating our history. 

H()UJ has the feminist movement in the U.S. dea 
with these issues in your opinion? 

What was disturbing in the analysis of at leru 
some segments of the feminist community in th 
country was the tendency to overlook the whol 
system of oppression that affects both men an 
women in the Arabian peninsula, and to focus onl 
on one manifestation of the deprivation of wome 
from participation in public life- the inability t 
drive - which - at least from the view of peopl 
who live in the region - is not so significant or s 
fundamental. 

The whole focus on women detracts from tt 
most fundamental issue of what right does the Unite 
States government have to interfere in that part ofd: 
world to begin with. Even if the women were slave 
in shackles that does not give that right to anybod: 
And I think that the tendency to decontextualii 
extends to other concerns of the feminist movemer 
in the W est with regard to one issue agendas. T od~ 
it's abortion, tomorrow something else, rather tha 
contextualizing women's oppression more broad 
in terms of social oppression in general, so th: 
women's oppression is one form of oppression that 
experienced by people who live within the fram• 

ue Soheir Mony, p. 











alcolm X Grassroots Movement 

One ofthe most interesting aspects ofthe anti­
war movement which developed against the 
Gulf war was the high level of involvement of 
people of color. Particularly in urban centers 
such as New York, Los Angeles, Boston, San 
Francisco and Washington, Black activists 
and organizations were highly visible and 
active in organizing against the war. At the 
end of April, Brealuhrough inte1·viewed 
Thandisizwe Chimurenga and Robin 
Alexander, two Black women who had been 
active in anti-war organizing in Los Angeles. 
Thandisizwe and Robin are members of the 
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, a national 
organization with chapters and affiliates in 
Los Angeles, Detroit, New York, Newark, 
Chicago, Fort Worth, Washington, D. C., 
Atlanta, New Orleans, Birmingham, 
Greenville, South Carolina and jackson, 
Mississippi. 

How did the Malcolm X Grassroots Move­
ment get involved in organizing against the 
Gulf war in the Black community of Los 
Angeles? 

Robin: When we realized that the govern­
ment was going to be sending individuals 
over to the Gulf, and none of our main­
stream leaders in Los Angeles was saying 
anything to the Black community about 
the injustice of this whole incident, we 
could not let them go on without speaking 
to our community and not allowing our 
community to speak out. 

Thandisizwe: We don' t bill ourselves as an 
anti-war movement. The Malcolm X 
GrassrootS Movement is a coalition of or­
ganizations and individuals who agree that 
African people in America are an oppressed 
nation. We took on anti-war work as part 
of our overall work. 

The first of our principles is self-deter­
mination for African people in America, 
meaning that Black people have the right to 
decide what we want to do with our lives: 
whether we want to integrate into America 
in its present form or in a socialist or 
reconstructed America; whether we leave 
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we support them and not even question whether they 
should be in the Gulfin the first place is wrong. Love 
and appreciation can never be taken from a person. 
Support can be taken and given. And we make .the 
distinction that we love them and we appreciate 
them, but we do not support what they have done 
over in Iraq. Even now that the war is over, even 
though there is a low casualty rate among the Black 
community, we still do not support the slaughter of 
thousands oflraqi people, many of them women and 
children, manyofthemsoldierswhowere running away 
from battle. Even though we love them and appreciate 
them, when they get back here to America, we are not 
going to greet them with parades and ribbons and stroke 
themandpurnpthemup,becausewhattheydidwaswrong. 

What do you think the talk of the great contribution 
of Blacks in the military reflects- Bush talking a~out 
the fact that Colin Powell is Black, Black entertamers 
singing the Star Spangled Banner, all these Black 
athletes wearing flags? 

T handisizwe: It's an attempt to pacify the Black 
community. At the same time, because we've felt 
isolated and outside the mainstream of American 
society so long, it's almost like an attempt to bri~g ~ 
in. Even though Bush declared war on Dr. Kings 
birthday, he's going to make a speech praising the 
historyofBlack folk in themilitary. I thinksomeo~e 
asked him about racism in the armed forces. He satd 
go talk to Colin Powell, that the rnilit~ is th~ best 
equal opportunity employer around. Its a pacifica­
tion attempt. 

Even the white community at large is ignorant of 
the real issues. At one of our demonstrations at the 
recruitment center there was a white guy talking 
about how he's going over there so that we can have 
the right to protest. That wasn't even the issue. What 
are you talking about? Our right to protest is not at 
stake. I heard on the TV some guy saying we're going 
over there to defend the Constitution - well, the 
Constitution isn't under attack! "We're going over 
there to defend the Constitution and do what the 
President has instructed us to do." Why? You wouldn't 
do what your mother asks you to do half the time. 
Why are you doing what this guy asks you to do, you 
don't know him! 

A lot of times in the white community those who 
supported the war effort didn't necessarily wan~ to 
ask the question, is it right or is it wrong? I:et's JUSt 
support it. Whereas in the Black commun~ty, even 
though you didn't see them out demonstrating, they 
knew instinctively it was wrong. They didn't neces­
sarily get out and scream about it. Sometimes even 
the ones with yellow ribbons would say, "It's wrong, 
but my son is over there and I love him." 

What impact do you think the military, as such a 

major employer in the Black community, has on tht 
level of consciousness of Blacks? 

Thandisizwe: Well, it does pose a lot of problems 
depending upon the individu~. and how fa~ .that 
individual goes within the milttary. The m1lttary 
strips you of your individuality- the same as when 
you go into the police academy. At the LAPD, fm 
example, they claim that "our officers are only one 
color - blue." Actually it's white and blue - they 
think "white." 

It's the same thing with the military, because the 
dominant society is white, the majority of the people 
in the military are white, and the military in America 
is used to funherwhite imperialist adventures. When 
you go into the military, you are being trained to fit 
that mold. What is the good soldier? Somebody 
who's going to take orders, not think about what 
they' redoing. So we're having Black ~en and w~men 
who will basically become mercenaries for an Impe­
rialist order that does not serve them. And in that 
sense it's very dangerous. 

But that depends on how many of them make it 
and go all the way through - like a Colin P.owell. 
You have a high number of people who get dishon­
orable discharges. They just can't take the blatant 
racism; it doesn't roll off their backs; they rebel and 
they get out; or they go AWOL, or get less than 
honorable discharges. 

Do you think the fact that American casualties in this 
war were actually very low is going to have a negativt 
impact in the sense that people willsay, "Well, it was OK 
for me?" For example, after the war, the media ran. a 
series ofstories saying that Black men foc~d a greater rn_k 
of death in cities like Harlem or Detrozt than they dUl 
as Gls in the Gulf. 

T handisizwe: That is a good point for us to capitalize 
on and organize around, becausewecanshowupthe 
contradictions. We see all of this money being spent 
on the military and now everyone is all happy and 
proud and hyped because America went over there 
and kicked butt. OK, if America can go over there 
and clean up the situation in Kuwait, why can't they 
take care of what's happening in Detroit, in Harlem, 
in Compron? Isn't theresomethingwrongwith that? 
Why is it that the situation is so horrible that it was 
safer in Kuwait in battle than it was here in America? 

We're saying that there's a war right here in 
America. We don't think about that because of the 
successful criminalization of our community. We 
don't think it's a war directed against us that's got w 
killing each other. We just thi~k, ".Black folks don:t 
know how to act. They aren t gotng to ever get It 

together. Look at them, ~hey're killing ea~ other." 
It is a systematic effort a1med at our dem1se. 

We can also use that opportunity to t.alk about 
other issues. "Well, we didn't get that many casual-
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''Watch your step" signs as far as you can see ... "Do all Americans have trouble 
walking, or what are all these signs for?" asked my friend during our stay 

in the Un ited States. Having spent a year in this country on a foreign exchange 
program, I was a little bit more familiar with its customs. "You can sue the owner 
of a badly marked doorstep for damages, if you sprain your toe on it." She could 
hardly believe it. 

There were plenty of occasions to contemplate white Americans' peculiar 
conception oflife. Words like risk, danger and most of all safety can be noticed in 
conversations and articles at least five times more frequently than what we're used 
to in Europe. One should be able to control, calculate, insure, predict and plan 
everything. A rock slide in the Alps that hits your sister fatally: something so 
unpredictable, uncivilized and primitive shouldn't happen anymore. Isn't there an 
insurance policy against that? 

To be honest: as far as we're concerned the white left and women's movement 
in the U.S. which we mainly dealt with suffer from a safety and predictability 
neurosis that is caused by a feeling of estrangement from life. No, we're not 
completely devoted to nature or fatalism, but whoever thinks that safety, control 
and the power of decision are essential to life unfortunately misses the point. 

In Chicago, New York and San Francisco, we looked up a variety of women's 
organizations that work in similar areas as we do: reproductive rights and 
population control. We didn't come across a single organization that conceives of 
the consequences of genetic and reproductive engineering as an attack on the Third 
World and women in general. On the contrary, women supported the propaganda 
of those in power, the reasoning of the instigators of technology that reproductive 
engineering would widen women's freedom of choice and that genetic engineering 
would alleviate world hunger. 

U.S. feminists and anti-imperialists always talk about the deceased - deceased 
because a future remedy hasn't been and won't be discovered without genetic 
engineering -AIDS deaths, for example. Or they talked about unhappy, infertile 
women. They have never asked, though, why infertile women are inevitably 
unhappy and who's responsible for it. And they never talked about the dead who 
die because ifgeneticengineering, of these millions of additional dead of starvation. 

With this article, we try to make you more familiar with the very clear-cut 
attitude that most European feminists and anti-imperialists have towards genetic 
and reproductive engineering. There are women in the U.S. as well who see 
through the propaganda of these technologies. Some of them contributed to 
refuting the myths which we expose in this article. H opefully, we can shake up your 
widespread attitude toward genetic and reproductive engineering with it. 

It would also be interesting if you let us know whether you can relate to our 
perception about your feeling about life and "illusions of safety." 

GENE SPliCING IS BIG BUSINFSS 
Biotechnology is the human manipulation of plants, micro-organisms, animals 

and humans to serve some purpose. And it is not new. Before the dawn ofhistory, 
humans were us· bacteria to ferment grape juice to make wine and fungi to turn 
milk into cheese. nts were selected and bred; varieties of domestic 
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SoHEIR MoRSv, frtnn P· ro 

work of a certain type of economic and political 
structure. 

Sometimes when we talk about feminism there is 
this idea that there is one form of feminism rather 
than having respect for the feminist agendas of other 
women around the world and standing in solidarity 
with these women. After all it's women over there 
that have the right to determine what is the priority 
of their struggle, rather than trying to live up to some 
kind of standard of priorities that is set for them in 
some other country. One of the things women from 
the other side see is how ineffective the feminist 
movement in this country has been in restraining its 
government from dumping on people in other parts 
of the world all sorts of horrors, whether military or 
otherwise. 

Right now a lot of attention has been on the plight of 
the Kurds, while we see nothing at all of the suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

This is part of the general pattern. First you build 
up the other as the enemy. You are oblivious of 
differences among the enemy. Enemy society is 
monolithic and they are all bad people. But once 
you've destroyed them and you've imposed control 
over them, then you can afford to project the image 
of their savior. 

My heart goes out to the Kurds too. Bur there are 
other people who are suffering. The Palestinians 
have been suffering for a very long time too. They are 
homeless; they continue to be suffering, not only in 
the occupied territories; they continue to be suffer­
ing in Kuwait; they continue to be suffering in other 
parts of the world; they continue to be suffering right 
here in San Francisco. 

Again, it's much easier for people to act as the 
champion of a cause as long as that cause is distant. 
It's not something they have to deal with on a daily 
basis. It's been very easy for people in this country, at 
least of! ate, to marvel at the strength ofMandela and 
to support the opposition to South African apartheid 
because it does not affect people's own lives. But 
when it's a matter of dealing with the Arab issue and 
the oil and the possibility that one's own way oflife 
over here is going to be affected adversely, then it's a 
different story. Then it's much easier to accept the 
image of Arab as enemy. Because that rationalizes the 
insensitivity to the suffering of the people over there. 

What do you think the war reflects about the nature 
ofU.S. society? 

This society is supposed to be a democracy, to 
have a representative government. The Congress 
might as well have been in a deep sleep. People talk 
about how terrible things are in other parts of the 
world, how there is no proper representation, there 

is no opposition and so on. I hope the events of this 
war will have an effect in awakening the people in this 
country as to what their country is all about. 

There is a real need for us to talk about what is 
happening in our immediate backyard. During the 
war, people were very eager to understand more 
about what's happening over there. In fact, more 
people started to read about Iraq, more people started 
to read about the Arab world. I think this is very 
important. But what is more important is to start 
reading about the system of politics in this country 
and how it hooks up with systems of oppression in 
other parts of the world to produce the ascendancy of 
certain groups of people who stand to benefit over 
here and over there. People should hold their govern­
ment accountable for all the sufferings and destruc­
tion that it inflicts on people around the world. 

Maybe one way to start is to start at home and look 
at the kind of suffering this government inflicts on 
the people right here, including women, including 
minorities, including the people we see on Telegraph 
Avenue, who offend the sensibilities of some people 
by "interfering with their freedom to a hassle-free 
environment." If that kind of sensitivity does not 
exist with people that you can see, that you can relate 
to on a daily basis, it's no surprise that it did not 
bother people to talk about "collateral damage." 
Because these Iraq is were faceless, these people were 
not people. It doesn't come as a surprise. As they say, 
charity and sensitivity start at home. How can one 
expect someone from Visalia, California to be sensi­
tive to the suffering of an Iraqi person whose family 
was destroyed in that shelter if one is not sensitive to 
the plight of the poor homeless people in their own 
community, or the welfare mother who was accused 
of abusing her children and ro whom the judge gave 
a "choice" to go to jail or be implanted with the five 
year contraceptive, Norplant. 

What do you think the tasks of the anti~war move­
ment are at this point? 

In terms of my reaction to the political organizing 
duringthewar, I feel thattherewasastronganti-war 
sentiment and anti-war movement in this country, 
but I think it's important for that movement to 
expand its horizons and not be simply anti-war, but 
anti-U.S. intervention in the lives of other people. 
And that is an ongoing process because there is 
intervention in El Salvador, in Nicaragua, etc. It's 
not just the Arab world, it's wherever the U.S. 
government sees that it has interests to protect or has 
surrogates to protect its interests. In propping up one 
regime or another in one part of the world or 
another, U.S. intervention is also forthcoming. Now 
that the war in the sense of the military confrontation 
is behind us, the war goes on. And that war takes 
different forms. So I think it's important to link the 
war at home with the war abroad. 0 









WRITE THROUGH THE WALLS 
The U.S. government says there are tto political prisoners or POWs itt this country. Yet the partial list below shows this 
claim is a complete lie. We urge you to write them and to srnd litet·ature. These womett and men represrnt the best of the 
movemrnt. Make their struggle yours. ((The Real Dragott" spotuors a continuittg book drive to political prisoners and 
POWs. For more infonnatum or to send cotttributwns utrite: POB 3294, Berkeley, C4 94703-9901. 

Puerto Rican Norman Ramirez Talavera Sababu Na Uhuru #07350-0 16 
Haki Mal ik Abdullah #C-56123 

Prisotters ofWar #031771-069 s/n William Sroner 
s/n Michael Green FCI Tucson PO Box326 

Edwin Cortes #92153-024 8901 S Wilmott Rd Mercersburg PA 17236 
Corcoran Prison 
PO Box3456 Ricardo Jimenez #88967 -024 A-2 Tucson AZ 87061 

Kazi Toure Corcoran CA 93212 
Alberto Rodrfguez #92 150-024 B-3 Haydce Beltran #88462-024 sin Chris King 

Kalima Aswad #B24120 FCI Lewisburg FCJ Pleasanton FCI Lewisburg 
PO Box 1000 5 70 I 8th Street PO Box 1000 

sf n Robert Duren 
Lewisburg PA 17837 Camp Parks Lewisburg PA 17837 

CMC 
PO Box 8108 

Carlos Alberro Torres #88976-024 Dublin CA 94568 
Martin Rurrell #042600 San Luis Obispo CA 93409 

FCI Talladega 
Black & New Afrikatt FCI Raiford 

Tariq James Haskins #40075-133 902 Renfroe (Delta-A) 
UCI 68-2018 Box 221 

Tal ladega AL 35160 Prisoners ofWar 
Raiford FL 32083 Kojo Bomani Sababu #39384-066 

Alicia Rodrfguez #NO?! )7 attd Political Prisotters Mutulu Shakur #83205-012 
Sekou Kambui #113058 Lompoc Fed! Penitentiary 

Box5007 Abdul Haqq # 141-88-1 173 Richard Mafundi Lake #79972 390 I Klein Blvd 
Dwight IL 60420 sin C raig Randall 100 Warrior Lane Lompoc CA 93436 

Luis Rosa#N02743 HOM Rikers Island Bessemer AL 35023 
geronimo ji-Jaga (pratt) #B40319 

P.O. Box 711 1414 Hazen St. 
Menard IL 62259 E. Elmhurst NY 11470 Johnny Imani l-Iar · 02B8C-20) 

Atmore PO Box 1902 
Oscar L6pez-Rivera #876) 1-024 )alii A. Muntaqin #77-A-4283 Bo~ Tehachapi CA 93561 

USP Marion sin Anthony Bottom At . 
Awali Stoneham #B-98168 

PO Box 1000 Green haven State Prison 
William Allen #66843 Soledad Prison 

Marion IL 62959 Drawer B 
RMSI PO Box689 

Elizam Eswbar #88969-024 
Stormville NY 12582 

7475 Cockrell Bend Soledad CA 93960 
FCI Colorado Unit Herman Bell #79-A-262 Ind. Road 

Ruchell Cinque Magee #A92051 
PO Box 1500 Mohaman Koti #80-A-808 Nashville TN 37243-0471 
El Reno OK 73036 Shawangunk Core Facility Hugo Pinell #A88401 

PO Box700 AhmadAbdur Rahman # 130539 Pelican Bay CF 
Adolfo Matos #88968-024 Wallkill NY 12589 Ionia Corr Facility PO Box7500 

Lompoc Fed! Penitentiary 1755 Harwood Road Crescent City CA 95532 
3901 Klein Blvd Teddy Oah) Heath #75-A-0139 Ionia Ml 48846 

Move Prisoners Lompoc CA 93436 Adbul Majid #83-A-483 
Larry Guy 

Dylcia Pagan #88971-024 
sin Anthony LaBorde 

Jackson State Prison Mum ia Abu Jamal 
Sullivan Corr Facility Drawer R Lucy Roddguez #88973-024 BoxA-G Box E 

Huntington PA 16652 Alejandrina Torres #92152-024 Fallsburg NY 12733 Jackson Ml49201 
Carmen Valentfn #88974-024 

Richard Thompson-EI #155229 Ramona Johnson Africa 
FCI Pleasanton Bashir Hameed #82-A-6313 

Box 10 Debbi Sims Africa 
5 70 I 8th S rreet Maliki Shakur Larine #81-A-4469 

Stillwater MN 55082 Consusuella Dotson Africa 
Camp Parks PO Box B Janine Phillips Africa 
Dublin CA 94568 Dannemora NY 12929 Sekou Odinga #05228-054 Merle Austin Africa 

Puerto Rican Albert Nuh Washington #77-A-1528 s/n Nathania! Burns Janet Holloway Africa 
Auburn Corr Facility USP Marion PO Box 180 

Political Prisoners 135 State Street PO Box 1000 Muncy PA 17756 
Auburn NY 13024 Marion IL 62959 

Carlos Perez Africa 

Robert Seth Hayes #74-A-2280 SundiataAcoli #39794-066 Drawer K 

Wende Core Facility Mark Cook #20025-2148H Dal las PA 18612 

1187 Wende Road USP Leavenworth 
William Phill ips Africa 

Alden NY 14004 PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth KS 66048 USP Leavenworth 

Juan Segarra-Palmer #15357-077 Herman Ferguson #89-A-4621 PO Box 1000 
FCI Marianna Robert Taylor #10376-054 MondoLanga Leavenworth KS 66048 
PMB 7007 Accica Corr Faciliry sin David Rice 

Michael Hill Africa Marianna FL 32446 PO Box 149 PO Box2500 
PO Box 14 

Roberto Jose Maldonado #03588-069 Attica NY 14011 Lincoln NE 68502 
Boise lD 83707 

Federal Medical Facility Thomas Warner #M3049 Gary Tyler #84156 
Charles Sims Africa #41759-066 31)0 Horton Rd Drawer R Louisiana Stare Penitentiary 
Delbert Orr Africa Fort Worrh TX 76119 Huncington PA 16652 Angola LA 70712 
Edward Goodman Africa 

Cecilia Chui Ferguson #04372-054 Rickke Green #84244 Lompoc Fed! Penitentiary 
Drawer K Oklahoma Stare Penitentiary 3901 Klein Blvd 
Dallas PA 18612 PO Box97 Lompoc CA 93436 

McAlester OK 74502 








