






























II WINTER 1991 

Catherine: When I was collecting signatures in the 
street on the abortion petition, I metalotofwomen who 
areabsolutelydisappointedand tired of acting. They are 
so down they represent an absolutely neutral position. 
Their attitude is, "Oh I don't mind. I don't care," and 
things like that. 

They ate fed up with the problems of everyday life. 
As you know, our currency is getting weaker and weaker 
and the prices go up and up. As women, we're respon
sible for the economics of the household, a problem 
which takes all our time. "How can I solve our money 
problems for the next week. "They don't have energy for 
other things. 

Judit: Thingscouldgetworseforwomen in the following 
years, and they are not conscious at all. They say that 
they had a very bad way of life in the past four decades. 
They had their eight-hour job in the factories or in the 
offices or as teachers or lawyers. Then they went home 
and had to behave as if they didn't have a job. The 
household was their total responsibiliry. Men's attitudes 
didn't change at all. So they were under a double or 
triple pressure. 

Now when you speak about emancipation, they say, 
"Come on, we don't want emancipation. We'd like to 
stay at home. We don't want this double work." They 
can't imagine things the other way around, that 
emancipation means I can go out, he can go out and we 
can do things together. 

Mirk: Is that true among you.th or people in their 20s? 

Judit: Yes, women in their 20s are very conservative. 
Actually, there are very few among them with whom I 
can talk about feminist issues. At the University there's 
no one. They tell me, "Oh, come on, J udit." 

Julia: As for teenagers, they are educated just to accept 
the older generation's views. As far as I can tell, they 
simply echo what they hear at home. They don't have 
a strong opinion of their own to express. 

Mirk: What about mens attitudes? 

Julia: Among groups of teenagers, it's always the boys 
who play the leading roles. They never accept girls 
saying clever things. In secondary schools, teenage boys 
absolutely oppress girls. Boys are very proud that we live 
in a society of men's rule, that's built up for men. The 
girls don't get angry hearing that or criticize that state
ment. They simply say, "Well, yes, you are better and 
we're the second class citizens." The girls are afraid of 
them. They accept everything the boys say and don't 
express their wishes or confront them. 

Judit: It's getting even worse, because now the boys are 
reinforced in their "menism." For example, take the 
appearance of pornography in Hungary. It never existed 

before and now it's very widespread. Not as bad as 
Amsterdam, but still, we didn't have pictures of naked 
women everywhere in the streets before and now we 
have it. The boys can think, "Everything is for me here. 
I could use those girls; I can stare at that one." It simply 
reinforces them now. 

Bianca: What about lesbians? Has the Feminist Network 
been involved in issues around lesbianism. 

Catherine: The issue of lesbianism is very dosed; it's a 
hidden problem in Hungary. You don't see lesbians; 
they are not visible. The atmosphere here at the camp 
has built the whole issue into my mentality. The 
feminist movement in Hungary has to search for lesbians, 
to find them and to support each other. 

Judit: Yes, the camp really helped us understand this. 
When we get home, we'll go to this homosexual dub for 
men and see whether they know about women coming 
together. 

Mirk: Given what you ve said. do you think the changes in 
Hungary are for the better? Where wilt it lead? 

Catherine: We mustn't forget if there had been no 
changes politically, we wouldn't even be here. The 
Feminist Network would never exist. Now it can be the 
basis of a more active society. 

Judit: I'm a bit more critical towards the whole thing. I 
don't think society was creative or active enough. The 
whole thing turned into a rivalry between political 
parties. It wasn't a real revolution that people made for 
themselves. They're starting to act now, and of course 
it's better than before. Bur there are all those signs of 
conservatism getting ahead. 

Catherine: If you look around, you can be really 
pessimistic. Still, if you find your circle and people to 
cooperate with, you can have the feeling of getting a 
chance to act. I thinks that among the feminists we can 
be optimistic. 

Judit: That's true. The system now is a bit more 
democratic and there is a chance to act which didn't 
exist before. 

Catherine: Of course, we haven't experienced there
action of the society to the feminists, because we aren't 
public yet; so we don't know their reaction. We are 
starting absolutely from zero and trying to build the 
whole thing at once. We don't know what will happen, 
how they will react. All this is before us. 0 

]udithMirkinsonisamemberojPFOC; BiancaMiglioretto 
is a Swiss anti-imperialist and a member of LoRa, an 
alternative radio collective in Zurich. 




























































