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Revolutionaries 
in El Salvadot; 

Nicaragua, 
Palestine, and 

the Philippines 
are still fighting 

for a new lifo 
for their people. 

' 

Imperialism is a global system. The social cost of the relative prosperity 
of the West is the impoverishment of Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
where half the world's population still wonders where its next meal is 
coming from. U.S., German and Japanese banks and corporations (and 
economies) benefit from a massive transfer of capital in the form of 
interest payments on huge debts and unfair terms of trade. IfMexico or 
Mozambique wants aid, the terms are IMF austerity measures like those 
faced by Poland. Socialist economics may not work yet, but capitalism 
sure continues to kilL 

Acknowledging the failings of socialism is disconcerting. Fundamen
tal principles-the rationality of central planning, the leading role of the 
party, democratic centralism, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the 
beliefin moral incentives-are now up for grabs. And the retrenchment 
of Soviet economic and political priorities threatens support for national 
liberation struggles. The new rubric of "peaceful resolution of regional 
conflicts" seems to dictate withdrawal of Soviet support for revolution
ary movements and countries--from Nicaragua and Cuba to the 
ANG-without any reciprocal lessening ofU.S. support for repressive 
dictatorships. 

At the same time, if we are honest, we would have to admit that most 
of us did not look to either the Soviet Union or Eastern Europe for 
examples of what we thought of as socialism. Although we can't 
overestimate the importance of support by socialist countries for na
tional liberation movements, we've always had to question the kinds of 
societies many of the Soviet Bloc nations had at home. And our idealism 
about China was dashed long ago, by the exposure of the excesses of the 
Cultural Revolution and Chinese support for counter-revolution in the 
Third World. 

In fact, one strength of anti-imperialists has been the understanding 
of the role of national liberation struggles in creating a more humane 
world. Although victorious national liberation movements certainly 
haven't brought about the end of global capitalism, in the face of a deadly 
counter-assault and tremendously complex economic and political 
conditions, revolutiona.ries in El Salvador, Nicaragua, Palestine, and the 
Philippines are still trying in different ways to grapple with these reali
ties and fight for a new life for their people. In this context, we need to 
look closely at the critiques of perestroika, glasnost and the events in 
Eastern Europe, coming from Cuba and other socialists in the develop
ing world. 

If Gorbachev and other reformers are able to achieve the revitalization 
they seek, the possibilities are immense. Democracy under capitalism, 
while an advance in human thought at its historic moment, has always 
been at the cost of colonialism and human misery. But the possibility of 
combining the economic ideals of socialism with true democracy is very 
exciting to imagine. Will this happen, and, if so, will it happen within 
the next 20 years? Like everyone else in the world, we have to wait and 
see and hope for the best. 

It's easy to become cynical, to look at the world and say "Nothing can 
ever change." But it's not as though life in the U.S. is so great either. For 
while the left debates the future of socialism in Europe, conditions here 
are deteriorating. We might not know how to rebuild socialism, but we 
do know that homeless people are on the streets; that racism is rampant; 
that violence against women is at an all-time high and that gay and 
lesbian liberation is certainly not around the corner. Our job has to be 
developing strategies and movements that address these and a myriad of 
other issues, such as health care, education and the environment, that are 
on the agenda. 

It ought be an interesting decade! 0 







































































- -------------------------------------- 13REAKTHROUGH m 
church did allow women a little more breathing 
space; when this happened more women flourished 
intellectually and politically. One of these women, 
Hrotsvit ofGandersheim (c.930- c.990), wrote the 
only dramas composed in Europe from the fourth to 
the 11th century, as well as verse and history. Head 
abbess in Gandersheim, she was given permission to 
mint coins, have her own knights and court. A 
greatly learned woman, she continuously wrote 
about the "victory of the facile woman over the 
strong men ... routed with confusion." 

Christine de Pizan was a courtier (a woman of the 
court) in the early fifteenth century. Some consider 
her the mother of feminism: 

"all things which are feasible and knowable, whether 
in the area of physical strength or in the wisdom of 
the mind and every virtue, are possible and easy for 
women to accomplish." 

There are numerous examples of women rulers, 
thrust into power by birth and/or fortuitous power 
struggles. Catherine the Great of Russia or Queen 
Elizabeth I served the purposes of the ruling classes 
of their day and enlarged the strength of their 
empires, but in doing so also proved that women 
were capable of more than just having children. 

Countless others broke out of the mold. But 

FMLN, rromp.31 

LF: First I want to give some overview of how we see 
the perspectives for the struggle in El Salvador. We 
see that we will have to be fighting in three camps. 
One will be the military confrontation in El Salva
dor. The second will be the struggle of the masses in 
El Salvador to keep the political space open and not 
allow the intentions of the ARENA government to 
eliminate all opposition in El Salvador. And the 
third camp is the international camp. 

Within this camp we see two areas. One is the 
diplomatic area. In this area the ARENA govern
ment will try to put the FMLN on the defensive, for 
example, with this recent declaration from the five 
presidents in Costa Rica' that we condemn strongly. 
But in the solidarity movement, the ARENA gov
ernment is totally excluded; they are rejeq:ed. And 
we consider this camp to be our rearguard, our 
strong support around the world. Since we are not 

• On December 12, the presidents of the five Central 
American governments met in San Jose, Costa Rica 
and issued a joincstatemem recogniz.ing the legitimacy 
of the Crisci ani government and caUing on the FMLN 
to disarm and integrate themselves into the political 
process in El Salvador. 

whether they are known to us or not, women like 
Joan of Arc or the nuns of the Order of St. Clare, 
were unable to have lasting influence over the view 
of women and were themselves punished for their 
independence. Throughout the centuries the same 
preconception of women prevailed. 

Although, as this book proves, there have always 
been feminists, it is only in this century that, for a 
whole variety of reasons (which could be a book in 
itself), women's demands for equality began to effect 
qualitative change. Suffragists like Christabel 
Pankhurst and revolutionaries like Rosa Luxemburg 
or Krupskaya can be considered the direct grand
mothers of the women's liberation movement of the 
60s and 70s. 

More than twenty thousand years of history are 
not going to be easily erased. At every point where 
women begin to break out of our economic and/or 
political constraints, our servitude is reinforced 
ideologically. This was true in the 19th century and 
can be seen in the hostility towards feminism as well 
as the continued sexual objectification and rising 
violence against women that we see today. 

Feminist analysis, such as that presented in A 
History ofTheir Own can help us understand, raise 
our consciousness and challenge our assumptions. 

It's a great book- Go out and read it! 0 

dependent on any other country, our d ependence is 
on the solidarity movement, not only in the United 
States, but in Europe, Latin America and Canada as 
well. The struggle in El Salvador is going to be de
fined by the support we receive from the solidarity 
movement, and in the United States it is important 
for the entire progressive movement to understand 
that they can play a key role in the Salvadoran 
liberation process. 

Why do we say that? First, because the main 
obstacle to resolving the war in El Salvador is the 
United States. Without U.S. support the ARENA 
government would fall very soon. So the responsibil
ity for the progressive movement in the U.S. is 
greater than the responsibility of other solidarity 
movements around the world. In that sense, it is key 
for the U.S. solidarity movement to think about how 
to stop U.S. aid, how to stop U.S. involvement in El 
Salvador, with actions here. That's a fundamental 
political need of the Salvadoran revolution. 

The second one is material support. We are 
practically majnraining this struggle with the sup
port of the solidarity movement. And we have great 
expectations that we are going to continue this 
struggle until we liberate El Salvador; and we expect 
the solidarity movement to be with us through the 
whole process. 0 


















