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EDITORIAL 

REPRESSION, RESISTANCE 
AND THE LEFT: 

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
The battle of Beirut will haunt imperialism and remain 

etched in the consciousness of progressive people for 
years to come. The Palestinian and Lebanese resistance set 
a standard for revolutionary struggle-the uncompromis
ing defense of principle and the spirit of sacrifice and 
courage which turned military setback into moral and 
political victory. They showed that oppressed people will 
fight, against all odds, for their national liberation. And 
that genocide is empire's only weapon against a people 
determined to be free. The example of Palestinian and 
Lebanese freedom fighters contesting every inch of 
ground against U.S. -supplied Israeli rockets, tanks and 
cluster bombs poses a challenge to anti-imperialists in the 
U.S. As the Palestinian struggle continues, we have a 
responsibility and opportunity to make our solidarity real 
by sharpening our own battle against U.S. imperialism. 

The U.S.-sponsored Israeli invasion of Lebanon, cli
maxing in the hideous massacres at Sabra and Shatilla, 
was the cutting edge in what has become a worldwide 
imperialist counter-offensive against movements for 
national liberation and socialism. The CIA is at this very 
moment directing open counter-revolutionary war against 
the government of Nicaragua, while the U.S. and Israel 
increase military aid to the Nazi-like regimes in Hon
duras, El Salvador and Guatemala. Shortly before getting 
his clean bill of health from Reagan, dictator Efrain Rios 
Montt warned the Guatemalan people, "If you are with the 
government, you will eat. If you stand against us, you will 
die." This is also the message which the U.S.-backed de 
Ia Madrid government in Mexico is sending to that coun
try's impoverished working class and peasantry. While the 
wealth of Mexico is looted to repay U.S. banks, the PRI is 
escalating its violent .attacks against the Comite de 
Defensa Popular (COP) and other popular forces. In 
Africa, the U.S. and South Africa are coordinating major 
military operations against the revolutionary governments 
of Angola and Mozambique. In the spirit of "constructive 
engagement" with the South African racists, the Reagan 
administration bas just shipped 2,500 electrified shock 
batons to the South African police force. In Puerto Rico, 
the CIA and FBI are intensifying their war against the 
armed clandestine movement as they move to implement 

the 2020 Plan, designed to stripmine the island and tum 
Puerto Rico into a series of military bases and industrial 
parks by the year 2020. Here at home, in the midst of the 
worst economic crisis since the Great Depression of the 
1930s, the state has launched its heaviest assault on the 
New Afrikan and other national liberation movements 
since the height of COINTELPRO. 

These are the grim realities behind Reagan's frozen 
smile and Hollywood handshake. Imperialism means 
murder, poverty and genocide for millions around the 
world. These are not simply the policies of one right-wing 
administration. U.S . imperialism is entering a new period 
characterized by increasing aggression and violence as it 
attempts to shore up its shaken empire and solidify a 
national consensus behind white supremacy. 

This is what we have to contend with. But many liberals 
and leftists, head in the sand, refuse to face facts. Grasp
ing at straws, they issue hopeful predictions of a " new 
moderation" in the wake of Democratic Party victories in 
the 1982 elections. New York Times columnist Tom 
Wicker calls the election results "evidence of the essential 
moderation of the American public." Tom Hayden cele
brates his victory in a race for California State Assembly 
(achieved at a cost of$2 million) as the "dawning of a new 
day for the Democratic Party." Proponents of the nuclear 
freeze rejoice over electoral victories in seven states and 
look to the Democratic Congress for passage of a pro
freeze resolution, optimistic that this will help stop the 
arms build-up. 

These are rose-colored fantasies. Imperialism uses both 
the iron fi st and the velvet glove, Republican "conserva
tism" and Democratic "liberalism." But the inexorable 
motion, at this stage of history, is to the right. And it will 
get worse as the crisis deepens. Militarism and economic 
austerity on the backs of Third World people are already 
enshrined as the strategy of both major ruling class parties. 
While 80% of New Afrikan youth are without work, the 
Democrats drop their call for full employment from their 
September, 1982 economic report. Despite their rhetoric, 
the Democrats now officially accept high long-term unem
ployment as the price for "economic recovery." 

Yes, there is some heat over the nuclear freeze. But this 





tion is now the largest and most expensive FBI operation 
ever. We have seen the Joint FBIJNYPD Terrorist Task 
Force emerge as a death squad , responsible for the 
assassination of New Afrikan freedom fighter Mtayari 
Sundiata; the brutal and systemaric tortures of New 
Afrikan prisoners of war; and physical threats and intim
idation directed at supporters of the New Afrikan Indepen
dence Movement. Growing numbers of New Afrikan and 
white anti-imperialist comrades have be~n imprisoned for 
refusing to collaborate with the grand jury supposedly 
investigating the Brinks expropriation. RICO racketeering 
and conspiracy laws, designed to indict Mafia figures, 
have been used for the first time against revolutionaries in 
the Brinks case. Puerto Rican and Mexicano leaders of the 
MLN (Movi111iento de Liberaci6n Nacional) are targets of 
a related grand jury witchhunt that is aimed at destroying 
the revolutionary Puerto Rican independence movement . 
The state's plan is to perfect the grand jury as an instru
ment for political internment, just like what the British 
practice in Northern Ireland . The state is attempting to 
destroy public revolutionary organizations like the MLN, 
Provisional Government of the Republic of New Afrika 
(RNA) and May 19th Communist Organization by crimi
nalizing them and labelling them as armed terrorist 
groups. They have used the testimony of traitors and 
informers to arrest and indict their leaders and to harass 
and threaten their supporters. 

The KKK is playing a growing role in the state assault 
on the New Afrikan Independence Movement. Freedom 
for New Afrika will spell the death of the Klan and its 
attempts to keep Black people colonized. The KKK has 
targeted the Black Liberation Army, the RNA and the John 
Brown Anti-Klan Committee (JBAKC) because of their 
practice in fighting white supremacy and building revolu
tionary struggle against the Klan. At an Austin, Texas 
cross-burning, the KKK displayed a coffin which it said 
was "reserved for the BLA, the RNA, May 19th, the MLN 
and the JBAKC." White organizers from May 19th and 
the JBAKC have received numerous death threats and they 
believe that the Klan . and government are setting up a 
Greensboro-type operation in the area. 

This is serious business. It demands a unified response 
from all progressive people. But many on the left are still 
playing the state's game. More concerned with self-pro
tection than with fighting the state, they condemn revolu
tionaries for bringing down repression. They meekly 
protest repressive measures, but reserve their fire for free
dom fighters who are advancing armed struggle in the 
U.S. They call for "fair trials" for prisoners of war who 
have already rejected the right of U.S. courts to even try 
them. They try to isolate anti-imperialists by starting 
whispering campaigns, warning people not to associate 
with groups that support the Black Liberation Army or the 
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FALN. They want a safe, white-dominated movement, 
untouched by the difficult and often painful realities of 
revolutionary struggle. This is why they condemn revolu
tionary acts like the attempted Brink's expropriation and 
why they refuse to support national liberation movements 
within the U.S. With their sectarian practice, they encour
age the state to strike even harder. 

We have to come together and recognize that a major 
offen~ive is taking place against the 400-year-old freedom 
struggle of the Black Nation and against the heroic strug
gle of the Puerto Rican people for independence and 
socialism. White revolutionaries are being imprisoned and 
attacked for supporting New Afrikan independence and 
fighting back against the Klan. Where is the outrage and 
condemnation over the savage beatings and torture of 
Black revolutionaries, over the internment of Puerto Rican 
and Mexicano activists, over the grand jury inquisitions? 
What kind of movement sits back and, using the excuse of 
political difference, shuts its eyes to these crimes? When 
New Afrikan freedom fighters like Sekou Odinga and 
Kuwesi Balagoon demand P. 0 . W. status and denounce the 
illegitimacy of the U.S. courts, they must be supported. If 
we are committed to building a movement that fights white 
supremacy, if we stand opposed to the continued subjuga
tion of colonized nations in the U.S., we have to take a 
clear stand on these issues. If not, we will help the state 
usher in a period of reaction that will make the last decade 
look like a tea party. 

SHATTERING THE INNER PEACE 

The state is now laying the foundation for further moves 
away from bourgeois democracy, towards police state ter
ror and fascism. Imperialist counter-offensive abroad 
requires a pacified homefront. Colonized people must be 
repressed andre-enslaved. White workers must be won to 
support or accept these assaults on the colonized as the 
only way to protect their shrinking privileges. What the 
state fears the most is the capacity of Black and other 
colonized people to wage revolutionary war from within 
and destroy this inner peace. The urban rebellions of the 
1960s are no dim memory-imperialism is sitting on a 
tinderbox which it knows will explode. The consolidation 
of revolutionary armed centers within the New Afrikan, 
Puerto Rican, Mexicano and Native movements can lead 
the fight against genocide and transform spontaneous 
mass resistance into protracted popular armed struggle for 
national independence and socialism. This is the system's 
great nightmare. Already, FBI director William Webster 
has called the Puerto Rican armed clandestine movement 
" the greatest internal security threat" to the U.S. This is 
why U.S. imperialism is waging a classic counter-insur-
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ON NEW AFRIKAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS DAY 

We come here tonight wit~ these slogans: Death to the 
Empire, Victory to New Afrika , Long Live the Freedom 
Fighters, and We Will Win, We Will Win! 

Death to the empire; death to the system that calls those 
who fight for freedom "terrorists." Death to those who 
hunt Assata Shakur and Mutulu Shakur, torture Sekou 
Odinga, murder Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata. Death to the 
country which for four hundred year~ has subjugated and 
colonized the Black nation, denied Black people basic 
human rights, committed genocide-making land , inde
pendence and socialism for New Afrika the only path for 
liberation. We are committed in Prairie Fire to the libera
tion of all the New Afrikan and white anti-imperialist 
freedom fighters. The attempted expropriation on October 
20th by the Black Liberation Army and its Revolutionary 
Armed Task Force was a revolutionary act. And on Sep
tember 13th, we will be there to demonstrate our solidarity 
to these freedom fighters and we will continue to demon
strate our solidarity and fight for New Afrikan liberation 
until victory. 

We say, " Death to imperialism!" because imperialism 
can have no alternatives. There can be no reforms or half
way measures--only the total dismantling and destruction 
of the federal system that is called the United States: 
independence and socialism for Puerto Rico, the socialist 
reunification of Mexico, independence and land for New 
Afrika, and sovereignty for Native nations. This will only 
happen through protracted people's war-the politicaU 
military strategy by which oppressed nations win life and 
freedom, and oppressor nations are buried in the ground . 

For us , that means life for those who fight , and that's 
why we say, " Long live the freedom fighters!" under
standing that for many it will mean giving up our lives for 
future generations to have theirs. The freedom fighters 
represent the highest aspirations of people struggling for 
freedom . They are the personification 9f revolutionary 
theory and practice. The development of armed clan
destine movements like the Black Liberation Army and 
the FALN ensures that the revolution will go forward to 
victory. Fighting from clandestinity, away from the eyes of 
the state, attacking the enemy where it's most vulnerable, 

Speech by Judith Mirkinson on behalf of PFOC, 

los Angeles, August 21, 1982 

enables the revolutionary forces to slowly gain the upper 
hand. ProtracLed people's war makes people believe that 
imperialism isn ' t all that powerful. It changes the condi
tions, both subjective and objective, so that others can and 
will join the struggle. 

For those who say, " It's too early," it's because they ' re 
still too dominated by bourgeois ideology. The state wants 
us to think that it will go on forever. For white people, not 
wanting to support the freedom fighters of national libera
tion and those who fight alongside them means that we are 
content with the way things are. We enjoy the privileges of 
white supremacy and don't want things to change too 
much too soon. 

In struggling with people about the importance of New 
Afrikan Freedom Fighters' Day, many replied, " Well, we 
support the people in jail , but not those carrying on the 
struggle from clandestinity." Or, " We support the free
dom fighters, but not New Afrika." We say, " How is this 
possible?" Those who fight for New Afrika: Sekou 
Odinga, Kuwesi Balagoon, Abdul Majid , Bashir 
Hamid, don't struggle for struggle's sake. They' re strug
gling for their nation; they ' re struggling for their freedom. 
When people say they don't support New Afrika, they 
mean they don't support Black. people's struggle to be 
free . In history, we have to remember, it was only when the 
Black nation and other colonized nations built a fighting 
movement that the possibility of defeating this system 
became a reality. And this is still the only way that imperi
alism will be defeated . 

Still others say, "Well, you don' t talk enough about 
class." For us, c lass war will take the character of civil war 
in the oppressor nation. We can repeat the slogans of our 
comrades in Germany and Italy when they say, "Turn the 
imperialist war into anti-imperialist civil war." Inside the 
U.S. this means that those of us who are part of the 
oppressor nation must divide and conquer the oppressor 
nation and make it dead. To build fasc ism there must be 
significant support from the oppressor nation working 
class. To destroy imperialism and fasc ism we must orga
nize white people , the working class and others, building 
their solidarity with national liberation and socialism. 
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This has been possible in the past, but it has never been 
enough. Today we know that people will join, that we can 
organize other white people to fight alongside the freedom 
fighters to destroy this corrupt, disgusting system. To 
destroy the Ku Klux Klan and other white supremacist 
organizations inside the U.S., we know we must fight , and 
fight under the leadership of national liberation. 

The only strategy to win is people's war. There is no 
separate path and we must protect and defend those who 
develop the people's war now, those who develop armed 
clandestine movements today so that there wiU be true 
people's war tomorrow. The Eleven Puerto Rican Pris
oners of War have taught us that history can be made to 
move forward. By consistently refusing to recognize the 
legitimacy of the state, they have forced many to accept the 
fact that they are Prisoners of War- not criminals and not 
terrorists. Their steadfastness is an example to all of us. 
Their refusal to enter into the legal system, however good 
or bad their legal case may be, is a direct confrontation to 
those who say, "Jail is the worst thing that can ever happen 
to anybody." We know that in order to struggle for free
dom, all over the world, people have gone to jail and yet 
the freedom fighters continue and victory becomes a real
ity. 

The U.S. has no jurisdiction over New Afrikan freedom 
fighters or Puerto Rican freedom fighters. The imperialist 
state has no right to judge. We echo freedom fighter and 
patriot Lolita Lebron when she says, "Who are the real 
terrorists? The U.S. has no moral right to judge anybody 
in the entire world a terrorist." If w_e are committed to 
protecting and defending the armed clandestine move
ment, however, we must understand that the state will 
attack us too, and we must never rely on the state's legal or 
electoral machinery for justice. The only justice will come 
through fighting. 

We can and will win. Many don't really believe that. 
For those, revolution is still a game to be entered into now 
and to leave when things get too hard. Many will give 
excuses and focus on what holds us back. But revolution
aries must single-mindedly unite around what moves us 
forward. How many people have talked to others who say, 
" Well , I sort of agree, but what about all these disagree
ments?" or " I guess I just can't do it. " Instead, we have to 
say to people, " You can, you must struggle to unite, not 
struggle to disagree. That is the only way that you will 
change; that is the only way that things will move for
ward." Other people say, " But what about white people?" 
We answer, " What about white people?" We say, " It is 
unthinkable to sit by resting on white supremacy in the . 
face of genocide." Yet for many we know it actually is 
quite thinkable and it's also quite comfortable. We, as 
revolutionary white anti-imperialists, must make people 
feel that it is not comfortable, that it is wrong and that they 

have to change. We can say to them, ''Are your goods, are 
your things really more important than living in a moral 
world? Is it really more important for you to have your Pac
man games, or whatever else people are playing with these 
days, than to be on the side of fighting against genocide?" 
We think that many people over time will hear the reality 
of these arguments and of course will be moved by objec
tive conditions and the growth of the struggle. 

Recently I read a letter from Billy Ayers, one of the 
leaders of the Weather Underground Organization. When 
people say that the Revolutionary Armed Task Force is 
trapped in the 60's, they really are talking about the wrong 
set of people. Billy Ayers is definitely trapped in the 60's. 
In fact, he's trapped in pre-historic times. When you talk 
about people uniting with weaknesses, you can talk about 
Billy Ayers. For someone who at a certain point commit
ted himself to revolution, this kind of letter is not only 
quite upsetting, it's sort of revolting. He writes about his 
situation (referring to the fact that his comrade, Bernar
dine Dohrn, is a grand jury resister, and he's taking care of 
the children): " The kids have been shook up and are 
clinging to me (and I to them). I' ve never felt so powerless 
and depressed. I want to be strong for the kids, but I think • 
just holding them, crying with them, being emotionally 
honest is the best I can do." To us, this is the exact 
opposite of what we want our revolutionary children to be. 
It is the exact opposite of how we want to struggle with 
other people to move forward for revolution. If all you're 
concerned about is your safety and your particular situa
tion, you will never be able to overcome the bourgeois 
ideology that is dominating us all. 

We have to move forward and we can only do this by 
looking at.our strengths. The white freedom fighters in the 
Revolutionary Armed Task Force, people like Judy Clark 
and David Gilbert, have offered us a challenge to follow 
their example. We can look at their practice in the line-ups, 
along with the other members of the Revolutionary Armed 
Task Force. These white anti-imperialists, along with New 
Afrikans, have refused to give in to the line-ups. They 
have made the authorities shackle them to dentist chairs in 
order to take one lock fro.m their hair. We can look at their 
strength and determination and we can ask ourselves, 
"Can we do this?" And the answer must be, " Yes!" We 
will be part of an historical process; we can be part of 
looking forward, of reaching out to struggle, of grasping 
for parts of ourselves · and of our comrades that haven't 
been realized yet, strengths we don't even know are there. 

For those of us who are really committed, we have it in 
our power to become freedom fighters too. We understand · 
that we are at a birth of revolutionary change and we 
understand that in order for there to be birth there must be 
death . We must kill those parts of ourselves that refuse to 
go forward; we must kill those parts of ourselves that are 











sions to make war, and to risk world war in the future, are 
made by ruling classes holding state power, and not by 
"mad individuals." Imperialism, which must expand or 
die, now faces a world that is almost completely divided 
up. The days when the U.S. could wield the club of 
nuclear blackmail have disappeared with the dreams that 

• this would be an "American century." World war is never 
a matter of "foreign policy, " although it may seem so in 
the U.S. which has never had a modern war fought on its 
territory. The drive towards war stems from the basic 
dynamics of capitalism/imperialism itself. 

World War I was an inter-imperialist war fought for 
control over spheres of influence and colonies. The 20th 
century's first massive war fought in the trenches of 
Europe created the conditions in which the Russian Revo
lution could emerge victorious. The Second World War 
was fought over a qualitatively wider terrain: Europe, 
Africa, China and much of Asia. This war had a dual 
character. It was an inter-imperialist conflict between the 
monopoly capitalists of the U.S. and Europe against the 
fascists of Germany and imperial Japan; and, on the part of 
the Soviet Union and its allies, it was a war to defend 
socialism from the combined forces of the Allies and 
Axis. At the end of World War II the U.S. had become 
the uncontested head of the imperialist system, but the 
Soviet Union and revolutionary forces worldwide were 
strengthened as well . The establishment of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam in 1945 and the victory of the 
Chinese revolution in 1949 opened up a qualitatively new 
era of national liberation struggle against imperialism. 
Even to bourgeois politicians, the past thirty-five years 
have been defined by the emergence of the Third World . It 
is the role of anti-imperialists to struggle for an anti-war 
movement that will divide the empires' base of support for 
war and which will be part of transforming imperialist war 
into national liberation and socialist revolution. 

And third: the movement is overwhelmingly one of 
white people, members of the most privileged oppressor 
nation on earth. Its terms for survival, war and peace are 
worlds away fro~ those of Third World people. The idea 
that war itself is the danger and peace the solution is 
widely held as simple common sense. Yet it is wrong. 
Under imperialism, war and peace are two ends of the 
same weapon used to enforce the rule of the state. The 
imperialist concept of peace has always been predatory 
and white supremacist. The Middle East peace sought by 
the U.S. can only result from a genocidal war to destroy 
the Palestinian nation. In El Salvador and Guatemala, the 
U.S. never tires of talking about a " peaceful democratic 
solution" to the crisis. But what oppressed people are 
fighting for is not this kind of peace. For most of the 
world's people the only peace this system offers is that of 
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continued slavery, the order of the police state, the serenity 
of the mass grave. People who believe that war alone is the 
problem, and that all wars are the same, apply a selective 
pacifism, refusing to support just wars fought for libera
tion on the one hand, yet going along with imperialist wars 
to maintain domination on the other. 

The most glaring recent example of this selective paci
fism was the June 12 rallies in the U.S., just six days after 
the U.S. -backed Israeli invasion of Lebanon. This war of 
conquest was not opposed by the dominant anti-nuclear/ 
anti-war forces. At the New York rally, the leadership 
supported Zionism and imperialist war so strongly that a 
rally of 750,000 mobilized against war refused to take a 
stand against Israeli genocide! 

A peace movement which seeks only to save its white 
sanctuaries from radiation , while tolerating and support
ing colonial terror does more than apply a double stan
dard; it is racist! Not surprisingly, out of the hundreds of 
thousands who marched in New 'York, a city where mil
lions of Black and Puerto Rican people live under terrible 
conditions, only a few thousand Black people joined the 
march. In the months before the June rally colonized 
people waged a bitter struggle against the rally's leader
ship which excluded them from the planning stages and 
refused to recognize even their minimal demands. 

The U.S. is a colonial settler state; any movement that 
sees itself as expressing the true spirit of America can only 
be a movement that ignores or justifies domestic colonial
ism. Yet the same dynamic that is leading to imperialist 
world war is also at work inside U.S. borders. For the 
U .S., streamlining the economy and society for war 
depends on re-enslaving and containing the resistance of 
oppressed nations inside this country. It also depends on 
the development of a fascist white consensus, an "inner 
peace." Oppressor nation workers must come to accept 
that the economic and social crisis they face requires them 
to accept austerity, "small wars" and colonial terror. Most 
leftists active in the peace movement do nothing to chal
lenge this. By advancing the view of an integrated multi
national class struggle and the slogan "Money for jobs, 
not for war," they claim that the economic crisis and the 
threat of war has put white and Third World workers in the 
same boat. This denies the reality that colonized people in 
the U.S. are facing-domestic genocide. 

The failure of the anti-nuclear war movement to under
stand that the threat of war is tied up with the development 
of white supremacy and fascism has serious conse
quences. At the center of the government's campaign to 
pacify domestic opposition is its effort to destroy the 
national Uberation movements inside the U.S. This it must 
do to mount its protracted, global offensive. The revolu
tionary.New Afrikan, Puerto Rican , Mexicano and Native 
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possibility of mobilizing large numbers of people in 
opposition t<? the U.S. government. But this progressive 
potential remains a distant hope because the current 
"freeze" leadership is totally tied in to the system. The 
core of this leadership, the coalition builders, operate a 
political machinery where the Democratic Party, organ
ized labor, the Catholic bishops and other prestigious 
religious groups and social democrats operate at the high
est levels. These comments from a leader of Greenpeace 
(one of the largest anti-nuclear/environmental groups) are 
typical: "I think it's fair to say that if anything significant 
is going to happen on disarmament, this rally (June 12) 
can't be too far left ... .I personally would like to see more 
right-wing and conservative groups involved, since they 
are also concerned with the arms build-up because it 
causes deficits." 

Leaders within the Trilateral Commission are develop
ing organizations to "guide" the peace movement. An 
example of this is the story of Peace Links. The New York 
Times of May 25, 1982, carried an article "Politicians' 
Wives and Peace Links." This story, released three weeks 
before the June rally, exposed how deeply the enemy is 
involved in the movement. One of the major organizers of 
Peace Links is Betty Bumpers, wife of influential Senator 
Dale Bumpers of Arkansas. With a grant from the 
Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation, Bumpers has organ
ized 2,000 women in 32 of the state's 75 counties into a 
pilot program for a national organization. She says, 
" What we want to do is to tap into every women's organi
zation in the country, from garden clubs to church groups, 
and have them put nuclear awareness on the agenda .... All 
you really have to know is that we already have enough 
nuclear weapons to annihilate each other .... " This project 
is now getting off the ground nationally with "seed 
money" from the Rockefeller Family Fund. Rosalynn 
Carter and Sharon Rockefeller are national volunteers. 

This is one example of the effort to shape and influence 
the "protest movement of the 1980s" into something that 
will in no way challenge or impede a world war. Another 
example is the debate on the draft. The U.S. is the only 
major imperialist country which does not have some kind 
of draft, due to the tremendous anti-militarist reaction to 
the Viet Nam war. Although Reagan continues to oppose 
the draft, insisting that the volunteer army attracts more 
than enough who feel " it's an honor to wear the uniform 
again," the draft is an important institution that builds 
loyalty to the state. Kingman Brewster, former Yale Uni
versity president and ex-Ambassador to Britain, is a lead
ing liberal who believes conventional forces are an 
alternative to nuclear weapons . He is quoted as saying that 
a mass slogan should be: " I'd rather be drafted than 
nuked. " 

In these ways the peace movement is being brought 
under the hegemony of the bourgeoisie. Their vehicle of 
opportunity is the freeze campaign which does not 
threaten the plans of empire to wage war and genocide 
anywhere. To the rulers, if they play their cards right, this 
movement has the potential to be a broad oppressor nation 
force against revolutionary struggles for national libera
tion and socialism. In the 1980s, as in the 1960s, there will 
be an anti-war movement and there will be nationalljbera
tion struggles. At the anti-war movement's height, anti
imperialists who -supported the national liberation of the 
Vietnamese people and who supported struggles for Black 
liberation inside the U.S . posed a genuine and deep chal
lenge to the movement's dominant liberalism and paci
fi sm. The conscious goal of the bourgeois leaders of the 
freeze movement is to have a movement in the 1980s 
which will either be blown away by the fire of ongoing 
counter-insurgency and conventional war; or will tolerate 
and even promote such wars as the lesser evil , unavoidable 
alternatives to nuclear disaster. 

Similarly, the movement against U.S. intervention in 
Central America has failed to develop either a militant 
struggle against the U .S. government or to support 
national liberation struggles in the U.S. This has kept it 
from having any real impact on U.S. policy. The failure of 
the anti-intervention and anti-nuclear movements to con
front the state in any way contributes to the steady slide of 
many progressive people into the arms of the Democratic 
Party. 

WillCH SIDE ARE WE ON? 

War is inevitable under imperialism; it is here now and it 
is going to increase in frequency and intensity. Hidden 
wars are becoming more open. More and more people feel 
the need to build a movement against war. On this point the 
apathy and cynicism of white Ap1erica is changing a little. 
Among the millions who have·come out to demonstrations 
are many who want to change the course of this country. 
But this isn' t enough; it never has been and never will be. 
Effective struggle depends on our building an anti-imperi
alist movement which will lead more and more people to 
challenge the power of the U.S., to upset its ability to wage 
war right now. This cannot be done by accomodating or 
working within a framework controlled by bourgeois lib
erals , as many on the left are now doing. The desire for a 
mass audience is causing many so-called " revolutionary" 
groups to call internationalism and support for liberation 
movements inside this country "sectarian." Accordingly, 
they reduce their goals to being able to "maximize our 
ability to organize within the movement for our perspec
tive ." Some organizations, such as the Guardian news-























records was a matter of public knowledge , but to tum them 
over was to surrender. This is also how Albizu and Corret
jer understood it. On the day of the subpoena, as both of 
them had agreed , Corretjer, then Secretary General of the 
Party, informed the court that the documents were in his 
possession and that he refused to tum them over to the 
court, whose jurisdiction he did not recognize since it was 
a foreign court. As expected , Corretjer was imprisoned , 
sentenced to one year for contempt. 

The process that brought about the establishment of this 
grand jury was the execution of Colonel Riggs in February 
of 1936 , which was provoked by the massacre of four 
Nationalists four months earlier. Two !essons were learned 

·rrom this process. The first is that resistance to the grand 
jury is, in itself, a victory. In this specific case , the position 
that Corretjer took prevented the imprisonment of dozens 
of Nationalist Party leaders at that time . 

The second lesson is that the grand jury arises as an 
instrument of judicial terror to punish the punished ; or, in 
clearer terms, to punish the people's self-defense against 
official terrorism, against murders of independence activ
ists carried out by order of the U.S . imperialist govern
ment. Beyond these two lessons, it established a 
precedent: non-collaboration is a complete position; it can 
not be divided into testimony and physical evidence which 
they have or could obtain through other means. 

Let us keep all this in mind as we analyze later experi
ences. 

In 1977, a number of revolutionary Puerto Ricans, 
Mexicanos and one Venezuelan comrade were imprisoned 
in the U.S. for refusing to collaborate with a grand jury ' 
that was investigating the FALN- specifically the FALN 
bombing of Fraunces Tavern . This action was in response 
to a bomb that gusanos, acting on the orders of the CIA, 
had placed in a restaurant in Mayaguez on Hostos' birth
day in 1975, a few hours before a pro-independence 
activity was to take place. This bomb took the lives of two 
Puerto Rican workers and wounded many others, includ
ing a child. The comrades who were imprisoned, 11 in all , 
included Jose Lopez, now the National Coordinator of the 
Movimiento de Liberaci6n Nacional , sister organization 
to the Liga Socialista Puertorrequefia; Pedro Archuleta, 
Mexicano; Ricardo Romero, now Coordinator of the Mex
icano Commission of the MLN; and the Rosado brothers, 
Julio, Luis and Andres. Julio is now the Coordinato~ of the 
Eastern U.S. region of the MLN. The comrades decided to 
tum what looked like a defeat- their imprisonment-into 
a political and organizational victory. 

Effectively maintaining their political principles of non
collaboration and full support for independence and 
socialism for Puerto Rico , and recognizing tl~at the armed 
struggle is the only means that can achieve it, these com
rades concretized in practice the bonds of solidarity 
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between Puerto Ricans and Mexicanos. They also changed 
from a group of activists with a revolutionary political 
line, organizing themselves and others into a National 
Committee Against Repression, parts of which were con
solidated into the MLN and part of which still exists in its 
original form in the Southwest of the U.S. In this period 
also grew the seeds that later became the National Com
mittee to Free the Puerto Rican Prisoners of War. 

And most important, the Movimiento de Liberaci6n 
Nacional is, in fact, the organization that is carrying 
forward the public struggle in the U.S. for independence 
·and socialism for Puerto Rico, a fact that reformists 
haven ' t the slightest chance to deny. And this is very, very 
important and beneficial. 

Moreover, it is very important to point out that these 
comrades carried out an extensive and intensive campaign 
to denounce the judicial terrorism of the grand jury and its 
imperialist character in opposition to Puerto Rican inde
pendence. This campaign paralyzed the repressive 
activity of the grand jury and the comrades were freed by 
defeating their respective grand juries. The comrade who 
served the most time was comrade Archuleta, who was 
imprisoned for 13 months. 

The victory of these comrades was so complete that 
when another group of comrades was called before another 
grand jury after the marvelous and stimulating escape of 
Prisoner of War William Morales in 1979, the campaign 
that was generated froze the action of that body and no one 
was imprisoned. An organization had been built that was 
able to mobilize the masses against the grand jury. 

And even more important, less than a year ago, another 
grand jury called five comrades from the MLN and from 
the National Committee to Free Fuerto Rican Prisoners of 
War, four of whom, Maria Cueto, Andres and Julio 
Rosado and Ricardo Romero had been imprisoned pre
viously by a grand jury. The campaign generated in sup
port of these comrades was very powerful. On December 
16, 1981 , more than 5000 people were mobilized through
out the U.S., Puerto Rico and northern Mexico (the north
em part of the territory of Mexico that is not occupied by 
the U.S.). In Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, 3000 people came 
together in a militant protest in front of the yanqui embassy 
and burned the imperialist U.S. flag as a warning. 

The comrades were brought before the grand jury, and 
all refused to collaborate. But the U.S. government, in 
order to avoid a worse defeat than they had already suf
fered , opted not to jail them. The political line was main
tained, the principles were upheld, and the masses 
responded. 

Let us now return to Puerto Rico, to the grand jury we 
see in operation now; and to begin where we should , we 
will start with Vieques. 









struggle against my oppressor. It is important to under
stand who I am and who my people are. 

I am the descendant of Afrikan slaves, brought to this 
country in chains as captives of a brutal slave war waged 
against the Afrikan people. My people have been fighting 
for our survival, liberation and self-determination since 
the first Afrikan was illegally kidnapped and enslaved for 
the profit and the pleasure of the European. 

We the Afrikan descendants are now called citizens of 
the United States, but like everything else that has been 
forced on the Afrikan slaves and their descendants, we 
were never asked if that is what we wanted or needed. This 
title of citizen was forced upon us , but the rights that go 
along with this citizenship for the European American 
citizen were never given to the ex-slave and his· descen
dants . 

I am not an American citizen. I am a victim of America. 
I am a citizen of the Republic of New Afrika. I do not want 
to be an American citizen. America has proven itself to be 
the most devilish and barbarous people that has ever called 
themselves civilized. 

Black people in the United States are a colonized people 
and have always been a colonized people. What is meant 
by "a colonized people"? A colonized people is a people 
whose land , labor and resources are controlled and 
exploited by another group of people. It makes the colo
nized dependent on the exploiting group. Dependent on 
them for almost everything. Their laws, their livelihood, 
their protection, their every way of life. A colonized 
people doesn't ask to be dependent, it is forced on them, 
usually with arms , as it was forced on my Afrikan fore
fathers. And it is with arms that their hold is usually 
broken by the oppressed people. The U.S. Declaration of 
Independence declares: 

... that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed , that whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursu
ing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their duty to throw 
off such Government and to provide new Guards for their 
future security. 

On January 24, 1979 the United Nations passed a spe
cific resolution stating: 

The General Assembly declares that freedom fighters 
captured during the struggle for liberation must be entitled 
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to Prisoner of War status in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Geneva Convention. 

In 1950 as part of its " Programme of Action" to end 
colonial ism the General Assembly has specifically 
insisted that the captured anti-colonial freedom fighter 
may not be prosecuted as a criminal under the domestic 
law of the detaining colonial power, but must instead be 
treated in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the treatment of Prisoners 
of War. (This is resolution #2621.) So as a Prisoner of War, 
international law, which Article 6 of the United States 
Constitution states supercedes domestic law, prohibits me 
from being tried in a criminal court by the colonizing 
power, which the U.S . government is in relationship to the 
descendants of Afrikan slaves. · 

So I do not recognize any legitimate right of this court to 
try me. My only participation in these proceedings will be 
to push for my legitimate political rights as a freedom 
fighter and Prisoner of War and to denounce these illegal 
proceedings in particular and the colonial government of 
the United States of America in general. 

"All Power to the Righteous People" 

Free the Land 

Kuwesi Balagoon 
./ 

As an anti-imperialist and a warrior of African descent, 
dedicated to the overthrow of the United States govern
ment, as an urban guerrilla in the ranks of the Black 
Liberation Army, I will not only resist the designs of a 
sham hypocritical system of law, but outright refuse to 
take any part in court proceedings. At large I do not pay 
taxes, aid the fascist law enforcement authorities, or pass 
up reasonable opportunities to strike the oppressors, and 
find no reason to change now or any time in the future. As 
long as the United States Government keeps the masses of 
Black and other Third World people as cannon fodder, and 
uses force to maintain its domination over us, and I am 
alive, I will resist, knowing that my fate as a resister, 
irregardless of the state's consequences, is better than the 
fates of those who accept oppression and pass it on to 
coming generations. 

The gang of bullies under the banner of the American 
flag who practice genocide against Black, Latin and 
Native American peoples within its confines, while har
boring nazis and secret police from other fascist regimes, 
and arming and training ku ldux ldanners and domestic 
.nazis, deserves no respite, and it's a sad day whenever they 
do. The United States, Israel, and South Africa stand as 
expanding imperialist settler states, rotten to their cores 
from inception. Their fall will mark the end of a trag~c era 
in history, worth all truly revolutionary efforts. 













STOP FBI REPRESSION

STOP THE- RICO GRAND J URY 

In response to this attack by the state on the New 
.. Afrikan Independence Movement and our own organiza
tion, the May 19th Communist Organization is going on an 
offensive against the FBI to stop the RlCO grand jury. The 
attempt of the FBI to imprison Sil via Baraldini for 20 years 
and Alan Berkman for 12 years marks the highest level of 
battle with the state that we have been in to date. For the 
last year the state has tried to destroy us through media 
attacks, physical attacks, raids on our houses, jailing our 
members, and trying to isolate us. The attacks are 
national. In Texas, our organization has been a target of 
attack by the Ku Klux Klan . Yet the movement we are 
building has grown stronger. RICO is exactly the kind of 
indictment the state has been looking for to deal us a 
serious defeat. Since the state arrested Silvia Baraldini, 
they have gone to great lengths to ensure that she will stay 
in jail. Her arrest on a criminal complaint was followed by 
a bond set at $300,000 and a grand jury subpoena. When 
Silvia and Alan were indicted , we waged a successful fight 
to get the grand jury contempt dropped and to bail Alan 
out of jail. The state then announced its intention to fi le an 
order requiring hair and handwriting samples for Silvia 
and Alan knowing that they would be jailed rather than 
provide these samples to the enemy. The next week, the 
state denied a motion to lower Silvia's bond. As we con
tinue to participate in the development of people's war 
inside the u.s. empire, we can expect the state to marshal 
all of its forces to defeat us. And we also know that , if we 
fight our enemy with revolutionary strategy and tactics at 
every step of the way. we can turn a potential defeat into a 
victory. 

We are committed to fighting this case based on princi
ples of support for the struggle to win land , independence, . 
and socialism for New Afrika; support for the armed 
clandestine movements; total non-collaboration with the 
state; and a total commitment to defeat u.s. imperialism. 
When we fight this case, we are fighting the pol itical 
police of the u.s. imperialist state-the FBI. We know that 
the Joint Terrorist Task Force, the Ku Klux Klan , and the 
grand jury are their forces for implementing their strategy 
and that they can be defeated. 

Our goal is to stop the repression through building a 
revolutionary movement. We are fighting to stop the 
RICO grand jury-forcing the state to drop all indictments 
and subpoenas and to free the people indicted. This fight is 
waged in conjunction with the fight to stop the grand jury 
repression against the Puerto Rican and Mexican strug
gles. It is waged in solidarity with the freedom fighters of 
the BLA, the RATF, and the FALN. We are holding 
national demonstrations on designated days, participating 
in monthly vigils called on the 26th of every month by the 
Movimiento de Liberaci6n Nacional, holding forums and 

char las to build resistance to the grand juries, and conduct
ing a petition and national letterwriting campaign to the 
Justice Department demanding that the grand jury be 
stopped. We are raising money to conduct a legal and 
political defense that will make a contribution to fighting 
the government's strategy. It is a priority to bail Silvia 
Baraldini out of jail. These actions are all part of a fight to 
stop RICO and hand the FBI a defeat. 

In fighting this case we have lessons of history to draw 
on. When the state first began to implement COIN
TELPRO (its counter-intelligence program) against the 
Black Liberation Struggle, no one had heard of it. Black 
revolutionary leaders like Dr. Mutulu Shakur fought to 
defeat this strategy by exposing what the state was doing. 
We know that the state has never been able to succeed in 
conspiracy indictments. When the state tried to convict the 
Panther 21 they failed. The state has on its side the full 
military and bureaucratic apparatus of u.s. imperialism. 
But we have on our side the revolutionary leadership of the 
national liberation struggles, .the developing armed clan
destine forces within these struggles, white freedom fight
ers comm itted to the pri ncip le of prole tarian 
internationalism, communist organization, and a move
ment that is growing stronger through higher levels of 
struggle with the state. People who are doing time in 
prison are coming out stronger, more committed revolu
tionaries. We have history on our side. If we fight, we can 
win. 

LAND AND INDEPENDENCE FOR NEW AFRIKA! 

LONG LIVE THE B.L.A.! 

DEATH TO U.S. IMPERIALISM! 

YOU CAN FIGHT 
TO STOP THE INDICTMENT!!! 

0 I want to request a speaker from the May 19th Commu
nist Organization to speak on the fight to stop the RICO 
indictment. 

0 I will set up media interviews· or circulate articles on 
this case. · 

0 I will circulate petitions, letters and literature to help 
fight this attack. 

0 Lam contributing $ to the Liberation Legal 
Defense Fund. 

NAME ____________________________ __ 

ADDRESS-------------------------
CITY _____________ STATE_ Z LP -----
PHONE ________________________ ~--










