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revisionist European Communist Parties, the 
armed actions of the Red Brigades in Italy and 
the Red Army Faction in Germany are expos­
ing the truth that imperialist relations cannot 
be altered through a peaceful transition to State 
power. The Italian and German States have 
lashed out violently against these lighters to 
suppress this movement by any means necess­
ary. However, tens of thousands of European 
youth took to the streets demonstrating mass 
support for these comrades, despite the heavy 
repression in Germany which has resulted in 
the murder of Red Army lighters. 

As national liberation wars develop, and im­
perialism mounts its genocidal counter-offen­
sive, the forces of revisionism on a world and 
national scale are actively colluding with im­
perialism to hold back and attack these strug­
gles. All politics which preach peace, concilia­
tion and negotiation with imperialism are 
clearly exposed as phony covers for active col­
laboration with the status quo. The Soviet-led 
revisionist politics are particularly dangerous. 
Under the guise of socialism, these politics 
define peaceful transition and detente as 
strategies for fighting imperialism in order 
to serve the objectives of the Soviet Un­
ion. This is sharply exposed by Soviet 
moves . in the Horn of Africa which are 
designed to smash genuine national liberation 
struggles, like those of the Eritrean people, in 
the name of supporting revolution. We cannot 
act in solidarity with national liberation unless 
we strengthen our understanding of how revi­
sionism works hand-in-hand with neo-col­
onialist and imperialist strategies to attack na­
tional liberation movements world-wide. 

The bourgeois media tries to mask the 
reality of imperialism as a worldwide system 
by dissociating heightening contradictions 
within current US borders from worldwide 
anti-imperialist struggle. The falseness of such 

. a picture is confronted by the real growth and 
gains of national liberation struggles within the 
us in the past period, at the same time as na­
tional liberation is advancing worldwide. The 
consolidating strength of the Black revolution­
ary nationalist movement at this time is not 
separate from the gains of African liberation 
struggles on the continent of Africa. The un­
conditional release of Andres Figueroa Cor­
dero, one of the five Puerto Rican Nationalist 
prisoners, and the freedom that several Puerto 
Rican and Mexicano/Chicano grand jury 
resisters have won, are closely linked to the 

developing liberation movements in Latin 
America. 

The response of the US imperialist State to 
national liberation within US borders contains 
the same basic components of outright aggres­
sion and neo-colonialism accompanied by step­
ped-up campaigns to maintain a base of sup­
port in the oppressor nation working class. The 
State moves to execute lmani (slave name 
Johnny Harris), one of the Atmore-Holman 
.Brothers imprisoned in Alabama, at the same 
time as John Briggs, right-wing California 
Senator, is trying to win mass public support 
for his initiative reinstituting the death 
penalty. Chicano/Mexicano peoples have been 
experiencing intensified attacks in their com­
munities and on the border. Reactionary mo­
bilizations taking place throughout California 
against affirmative action, busing, P.ublic 
education and against abortion and gay rights 
are meant to provide a political climate which 
will support COINTELPRO-type moves 
against national liberation movements. When 
Joseph Waller, chairman of the African Peo­
ple's Socialist Parly, was out on the West Coast 
·making a speaking tour to build the work of the 
APSP in California, there were shots fired dur­
ing his speech at a public forum focusing on 
African Internationalism. Nine days later, Wal­
ler, arid another comrade, Aziza Ayoluwa, 
were arrested on phony charges of passing a 
counterfeit $5.00 bill. Because of protests from 
around the country, the State was forced to 
drop the charges. 

SHARPER CHOICES FOR 
THE OPPRESSOR NATION 

WORKING CLASS 

In spi te of imperialism's strategy for the op­
pressor nation working class, world crisis is 
having a definite ·impact on political movement 
within the US white working class. At this 
t ime, the contrad iction between the 
progressive and revolutionary potential of the 
oppressor nation working class, and its ties to 
white and male supremacy--historic blocks to 
revolution-Is reaching a new and sharper 
level. 

In the face of active, organized efforts to mo­
bilize white working class women on a white 
and male supremacist basis, masses of white 
women, with the leadership of Third World 
women, dealt a blow to the State and right­
wing's plans at the IWY Convention last 
November. In actively supporting demands for 



Native American sovereignty, for affirmative 
action, for abortion and gay rights and against 
forced sterilization and Carter's repressive 
welfare plan, white women challenged key 
aspects of the current state offensive aimed at · 
tying white working class women to the struc­
tures of white and male supremacy. However, 
the choice between actively building bn the ad­
vances of IWY or retreating into more limited, 
opportunist political definitions is now before 
the women's movement. Consolidating the 
political direction 6f IWY will only be possible 
with the development of a more conscious 
anti-imperialist politics and leadership within 
the women's movement. 

The contradictions before the oppressor na­
tion working class are sharply exposed in the 
coalminers' strike, which went on for months 
despite Carter and UMW leadership efforts to 
force a sell-out contract down the coalminers' 
throats. This massive strike against exploita­
tive, unsafe working conditions and for the 
right to strike was a response to the worsening 
conditions impacting on the oppressor nation 
working class, and exposes the growing level of 
explosive contradiction between the working 
class of the oppressor nation and the ruling 
class of the US imperialist State. 

However, the critical struggle before the 
coalminers, as well as for the entire oppressor 
nation working class, is the fight for interna­
·tional solidarity and against white supremacy. 
This struggle was not taken on in the recent 
c0alminer strike. Rick Stetler, vice-president of 
a UMW local in Ohio, was quoted as saying, 
" He [Carter] better start worrying about the 
war he is going to have in the coalfields instead 
of in Africa." But the question that must be 
asked by conscious anti-imperialists is-would 
a war in US coalfields be in solidarity with the 
wars of national liberation in Southern Africa? 
Will the coalminers take stands in solidarity 
with the battle against colonial violence that 
Black ·people are fighting in Louisville, Ken­
tucky, and with the strikes and armed actions 
taking place all across Puerto Rico? 

At this point, these issues have a very 
decisive and significant meaning, particularly 
for the Na!ive American struggle for 
sovereignty and self-determination. Carter's 
new energy plan, which is specifically designed 
to shi ft from current energy sources towards 
future days when coal and nuclear power will 
be major energy resources, means that the US 
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government, in the name of "conservation" 
and developing new energy sources, will be 
stripmining coal on sovereign Native. lands. To 
assist in the acquisition of land and coal , the 
newly-formed Department of Energy will have 

·the full use of the Armed Forces. This is an 
issue which relates in a very direct way to the 
struggles taking place on the coalfields, yet it is 
not being raised. 

In the history of the US, gains for labor have 
overwhelmingly been won for the oppressor 
·nation working class on the backs of oppressed 
nations within the US and around the world. In · 
this period of crisis, imperialism has continued 
to try and shift the main burden of the crisis 
onto the oppressed nations, while attempting 
to preserve the material bribes which tie the 
white working class to the US system. It is 
clear that in order for the coalminers to make a 
break with this history at a critical juncture, 
development of solidarity with oppressed na­
tions leading the struggle against the common 
enemy-US imperialism-is essential. 

The responsibility for making this decisive 
stand for proletarian international solidarity 
does not rest solely with the coalminers. Most 
of the white left moved very quickly to declare 
the coalminers a "vanguard force" within the 
working class, and to tlecide that the 
mineworkers' struggle had "given rise to one 
of the highest levels <;>f working class unity 
seen ... in years." The pronouncements are 
both prematl!lre and wrong; but even. worse, 
those who made such hasty judgments failed 
to raise critical struggles which went .beyond 
the immediate day-to-day issues involved in 
the demands of the coalminers' strike. As a 
result, spontaneous actions were glorified and 
substituted for the conscious anti-imperialist 
politics and actions that revolutionaries have 
the responsibility to lead around. 

It is no accident that support for the 
mineworkers' immediate struggle and their 
militancy has come so easy to many white left­
ists. The oppressor nation left, looking at the 
world through the pale-colored glasses of white 
supremacy, has historically denounced the 
armed actions of national liberation forces in­
side the US, or has given them only the most 
minimal support. Day-to-day struggles for sur­
vival waged by colonized peoples against na­
tional oppression are labeled as "struggles for 
democratic rights," whi le on the other hand 
the coalminers' strike is called a "vanguard 
struggle." When we dig into the differences in 
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these definitions, it can be seen that the 
''vanguard" title bestowed on the coalminers 
and the liquidation of national liberatiOD strug­
gles of colonized and sovereign peoples within 
the US has its roots in the white left's failure to 
fight determinedly among ourselves for inter­
national solidarity; let alone within the white 
working class. 

The wrongness of these definitions also 
springs from a male supremacist liquidation of 
the struggle for women's liberation. Here 
again, a comparison can show us a lot. IWY is 
called a bourgeois feminist event, even though 
thousands of women took progressive stands 
against sterilization, for abort ion and in 
solidarity with the struggles of Third World 
women; and the coalminers are exalted for 
defying the Taft-Hartley Act. Why the 
difference? The IWY Conference was seen as 
a struggle about "women's issues"; the 
coalminers' strike was defined as a struggle at 
the point of production (a "real" class strug­
gle). Women's struggles are mainly seen as 
outside the revolution by the white, male­
dominated left, which is not an accident. Im­
perialism has always tried to wipe out the im­
portance of women's role by keeping women 
out of power, out of the labor force, out of the 
history books, in the home~nvisible. When 
the white left develops politics which accept 
these imperialist definitions of women's role 
and function, the structures of male supremacy 
are bolstered and the struggle to defeat im­
peri~tlism is retarded. 

These wrong political views have a basis in 
the enemy's politics and structures of colonial­
ism, imperialism and white and male 
supremacy. We in the white left must break 
with this ideology and the oppressor nation rul­
ing class in a decisive \;Vay by fighting for inter­
national solidarity and women's liberation, and 
against colonialism and the entire imperialist 
system, If we don't it will be impossible for the 
left to develop politics and organization that 
wi ll have the capacity to give true revolution­
ary leadership to struggles like the coalminers' 
strike. 

J-IEIGHTENING CO~TRAOICTIONS 
. .FOR PFOC 

The heightening contradictions of imperial­
ism have impacted on us in PFOC in many 
ways. Last summer, we began to actively ex­
pand our struggle for anti-imperialist politics 

and practice recognizing the significance of the 
mass movements which wercbeinggenerated 
in response to imperialism's offensive against 
national liberation and women's liberation. We 
moved to develop a strategy and practice 
which could apply our general political line to 
the changing conditions in the world. Based on 
our political analysis of white working class 
women's leading role within the oppressor na­
tion working class and the level of attack being 
launched agai.nst women, we defined work for 
IWY as a strategic priority. 

With the leadership of national liberation 
forces, we were also able to extend our work in 
building international solidarity. We developed 
~ork in solidarity with the prison struggles 
being led by revolutionary prisoners at San 
Quentin. We played an important role in build­
ing the Dessie Woods Support Coalition in the 
Bay Area with the leadership of the National 
Committee lo Defend Dessie Woods. We 
pushed forward work in solidarity wi th Puerto 
Rico and Southern Africa. This period repre­
sented a new stage in our struggle for anti-im­
perialist politics in the world and the develop­
ment of our relationships with national libera-
ti-on forces. ' 

T he State's response to these developments 
was to spring a long-planned plot to attack anti­
imperialist politics and PFOC as an organiza­
tion. (See ' 'Free the LA' Five" article . ) 

At the IWY Convention the State arrested 
Clayton Van Lydegraf, a member of the Prairie 
Fire Organizing Committee; Judith Bissell and 
Leslie Mullin, two revolutionary women, on 
charges of conspiracy and possession of ex­
plosives. At the same time, Marc Perry and 
Michael Justesen were arrested on the same 
charges in Los Angeles. The sensationalistic, 
distorted press coverage which accompanied 
the arrests was an effort to isolate PFOC at the 
Houston Convention as part of the interna­
tional "terrorist" conspiracy and divert atten­
tion from the real terrorist forces like the 
KKK, who were at the Convention. 

The real conspiracy at issue is the State's at­
tack on revo~utionary anti-imperialist politics, 
its efforts to suppress movement towards in­
ternational solidarity and women's liberation 
within the oppressor nation at a very critical 
time. 

The past few months "since these arrests 
have pushed us in PFOC hard to take up our 
commitment to anti-imperialist politics on a 
new level. As white people, we have been 
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history of two-line struggle within PFOC, even 
though he didn't actively struggle for that line. 
He was abic to ge t by f>ecause he hid behind 
mechanistic support for women's leadership. 
His passivity as a man was not exposed as a 
form of white and male supremacy. 

The State and its agents are smart but they 
are not infallible. They use our weaknesses in 
order to smash us. Our defense must be the 
strengthening of anti-imperialist politics and 
commitment within our organization and 
movement. Only by taking on the struggle 
against white and male supremacy more 
decisively can we build a movement which can 
withstand State attack. Only by developing a 
consistent consciousness of the State's st rategy 
and responding with a defense based on correct 
politics can we guard against future defeats. 

There are other areas of work in which our 
struggle against opportunism has not been 
strong enough. Our work around the Interna­
tional Women's Year Convention was overall a 
major step forward in organizing for women's 
liberation based on an anti-imperialist line. 
However, we made errors in that work because 
we underestimated the anti-imperialist poten­
tial of women's movement at this time. This 
error was rooted in male supremacy. We also 
narrowed our struggle against white supremacy 
and male supremacy by focusing on the right­
wing without really drawing out the relation­
ship between the right-wing and the oppressor 
nation working class as a whole. (See IWY arti­
cle for more detailed explanation.) These 
weaknesses do not negate the strong work we 
did for IWY, but it is clear that Inside PFOC 
we must fight at every turn in order to main­
tain a revolutionary politics. 

White and male supremacy have also had an 
impact on the development of revolutionary 
leadership within PFOC. Historically, white 
and male supremacist approaches have pre­
vented the white left from being able to apply 
the principles of democratic centralism in a 
revolut ionary way . Although significant 
breakthroughs in struggling against dogmatic 
applications of democratic centralism and in 
developing women's leadership ha~e been 
made, bourgeois and male supremacist defini­
tions which focus on individual, exceptional 
leaders at the expense of collectivity and con­
tinual political struggle have weakened our 
efforts to build revolutionary organization and 
practice as an 0rganization. Women's leader­
ship must be based on firm solidarity among 

women. Tendencies to build individual women 
leaders instead of building collective women's 
leadership are tokenism which divided women­
instead of challenging male supremacist sup-

· pression of women. We believe that women's 
leadership is absolutely necessary for the cor­
rect development of anti-imperialist politics in 
the "oppressor nation. Understanding our past 
weaknesses has enabled us to strengthen our 
leadership and consequently our entire 
organization at this critical period in our h.istory. 

We take full responsibility for our errors and 
weaknesses and want to be accountable to na­
tional liberation and anti-imperialist move­
ments for change. Analyzing these weaknesses 
and learning from them is not only important 
for PFOC but for the left as a whole because 
these errors are not unique to us as an organiza­
tion. Revolutionary movement is still in its 
beginning stages in the oppressor nation pre­
cisely because of the grip which white suprem­
acy, male supremacy and opportunism have on 
the white left and the white working class. 
PFOC has made an important contribution to 
revolution because we have waged a fight 
against opportunism in the left, l;mt to continue 
playing .a role in this struggle, we must be 
honest about our own opportunism and 
demonstrate our commitment to struggle 
against these errors. 

BUILDING THE FIGHT 
AGAINST OPPORTUNISM 

On this basis we can st rengthen our polit ical 
struggle with opportunist lines on the left. As 
the contradictions of imperialism heighten, the 
dangerous counter-revolutionary impact of op­
portunist lines increases. We can see this most 
clearly in the Guardian 'sopportunist politics in 
the past few months: its centrist positio'n on 
the Palestinian struggle, its failure to link na­
tional liberation _in Southern Africa to Black 
liberation within current US borders, its con­
descending, male supremacist approach to the 
IWY Convention, its proclamation of the 
coalminers as the vanguard of proletarian 
struggle at this time and its dangerous cam­
paign against " terrorism." At a time when im­
perialist states around the. world have joined 
forces to condemn and wipe out armed strug­
gle under the phony cover of fighting terror­
ism, the Guardian ·s active condemnation of 
terrorism collaborates .with the State and helps 
set up specific organizations for State attack. 



The fact that the Guardian waited months 
before mentioning the arrests of the five 
anti-imperialists in Los Angeles while the 
bourgeois press has been running fa lse, sen­
sationalistic stories for weeks, is one more 
expression of its rotten politics and its op­
portunist approach to news coverage. Like 
the New York Times, it prints what it sees fit 
to print. 

Within the oppressor nation the struggle for 
a revolutionary line on armed struggle is one of 
the most difficult and one of the most necess­
ary struggles to undertake. Responding to the 
State's campaign against terrorism with denun­
ciations of terrorism, as the majority of the 
whi te left has done, only helps the State wage 
genocide against oppressed nations and pre­
vents the development of real anti-imperialist 
consciousness. Armed struggle is not a defer­
red question for oppressed peoples struggling 
around the world and it must not be a deferred 
question for white revolutiona-ries if interna­
tional solidari ty means anything. To build anti­
imperialist consciousness in the movement we 
must struggle for an understanding of white 
revolutionaries' responsibility to fight in 
solidarity with the strategies of nation~! libera­
tion movements. We have the responsibil ity to 
thoroughly examine and analyze the history of 
armed struggle in the oppressor nation, 
especially the history of the past twenty years 
in order to root out historic weaknesses based 
in white and male supremacy and lay the 
political basis for building a winning strategy. 

MOV ING FORWARD . 

This is a critical period to be building anti­
imperialist movement in the oppressor nation. 
The State would like nothing better than to 
have PFOC turn our organization into a 
defense committee, to keep us tied up between 
courts and lawyers so that we 'rc doing nothing 
ds~. Th~y have tri~d to harass other lcad~rs or 
PFOC since the arrests through FBI sur­
veillance and we expect that they will continue 
these attempts to keep us from the work of 
building anti-imperialist movement at this 
time. We are determined not to let this hap­
pen. We are committed to free the live people 
in jail and place their case in the context or 
advancing anti-imperialist politics. But our fun­
damental political commitment, and theirs, is 
lo national liberation, women's liberation and 
anti-imperialist class struggle overall. Since the 
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arrests we have been able to actually 
strengthen our practice on this political basis. 
We will struggle to remain on this course. 

TH E ROLEOF BREAKTHROUG H 

This issue of Brea k t h roug h mark s a 
year of publication of our political journal. We 
undertook the publication of a political journal 
because we be lieved that the struggle for anti­
imperialist political line is critical for party 
building and tlhe uniting of an anti-imperialist 
core within the oppressor nation. In order to 
light the imperialist system, people must have 
a common understanding of how that system 
runctions. In order to build strong ant i-i m­
perialist movement we must collectively un­
derstand the historic and present obstacles to 
revolution in white supremacy, male suprem­
acy and opportunism within the white left. 
Only a common understanding of the world 
and the movement expressed through a 
revolutionary line can unite people in political 
practice and organizat ion. 

The need for revolutionary line and strategy 
grows greater as the contradictions of the im­
perialist system increase and new potential for 
anti-imperialist movement is opened up. 

Over the past yea r , Break through has 
played a significant role in the development of 
revolutionary l ine in the oppressor nation left. 

It has helped to put out the writings of revolu­
tionaries of oppressed nations to support their 
poli tical leadership. It has tried to apply general 
anti-imperial ist line to both the world situation 
and to work within the movement. 

We want to strengthen Breakthrough's role 
in all these areas in the next year. This 
issue or Break through tries to deal with some of 
the key pohtical developments and events 
which have occurred in the past few months. 
We have tried to draw out the relationship be­
tween t~e pol itical lines and analyses put forth 
and their implications for building practice in 
the world. 

In the commg year, we want to make the 
publication of Breakthrough be on a regular 
basis. We want to increase our distribution. 
We want to exchange and encourage more 
discussion and struggle wi th the readers of 
Jlreakthrough. We urge people to respond to 
the contents of Breakthrough. 

A Luta Continua 
National Collective 
PFOC 

J 













tion. The leading figure of Arab national­
ism of the 1950's and 1960's, however, was 
Nasser of Egypt. 

Nasser came to power in Egypt at the 
head of a republican movement of young 
military officers, deposing the corrupt; Bri­
tish dominated feudal monarchical system. 
His policies, such as natio~alization of the 
Suez Canal and the development of an ex­
tensive state capitalist sector galvanized 
nationalist sentiment in the area and pro­
moted the development of Nasserist parties 
in other Arab countries. Nasser did not 
stand for a thorough-going social revolu­
t ion, and a lthough he did back some 
republican and revolutionary movements in 
the .Middle East, such as in Yemen, the 
main thrust of Egypt's approach to Arab 
unity was to place Egypt at the head of the 
Arab bloc while avoiding protracted con­
frontations with Israel. However when 
Nasser seized the Suez Canal in 1956 from 
its imperialist overlords, the Arab masses 
correctly saw the significance of thiS act in 
the struggle against Western imperialist 
domination. Israel responded quickly, eager 
to prove itself as "watchdog for the West," 
and joined Britain and France in invading 
Egypt to try to regain control over the 
Canal. 

Although they contained many contradic­
tio.ns, Pa lestinian and Arab nationalist 
movements posed a serious threat to im­
perialism in the Middle East. As early as 
1951, Israel outlined its relationship to 
these developments. An Israeli newspaper 
editor wrote: 

"The West is none too happy about its 
relations with the Arab states in the Middle 
East. The feudal regimes there have to 
make such concessions to the nationalist 
movements, which sometimes have a pro­
nounced social ist-leftist coloring, that they 
become more and more reluctant to supply 
Britain and the United States with their 
natural resources and military bases .... 
Therefore strengthening Israel helps the 
Western powers to maintain equilibrium 
and stability in the Middle East. Israel is to 
become the watchdog. There is no fear that 
Israel will undertake any aggressive policy 
towards the Arab states when this would 
explicitly contradict the wishes of the US 
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and Britain. But if for any reason the 
Western powers should sometimes prefer to 
close their eyes, Israel could be relied upon 
to punish one or several neighboring states 
where discourtesy towards the West went 
beyond the bounds of the permissible." 

ISRAELI EXPANSIONISM VS. 
PALESTI NIAN RESISTANCE 

It was this conception on which Israel 
operated in invading Egypt during the 1956 
war, a longside England and France, in 
response to the nationalization of the Suez 
Canal. While this action was clearly in the 
interests of imperialist control, it did not 
suit the aims of the US at the time. Instead 
US imperia lism called for Israeli-European 
withdrawal from Egypt. In this they posed 
as protectors of Arab sovereignty and hoped 
to replace Britain as the main power in the 
region. 

In fact, the 1956 war actually represented 
the consol idation of US hegemony in the 
region over th e earlier British and French 
influence. The Palestinians continued to be 
treated as "refugees," a problem for the 
United Nations relief agencies, held in 
camps in areas controlled by Jordan, Egypt, 
and elsewhere. The process of expropriation 
and exploitation of Palestinian land and 
resources within Israel's borders continued. 
Tension in the region remained high, and 
th e Palestinians themselves, especia lly 
after 1960, began to develop their own 
forms of national organization, and to 
develop political-military groupings to car­
ry out the struggle against the Zionist state. 
The lessons of VietNam, Algeria, Cuba and 
the Congo were drawn on. Al Fatah was 
founded in 1958. A Marxist-Leninist 
organization of Palestinians emerged from 
ANM, later to form the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Democratic Popular Front for the Libera­
tion of Palest ine (DPFLP ). Guerrilla groups 
based in the Palestinian camps where new 
generations were growing up became active. 
The Soviet Union came to play a more. ac­
tive role iri the region, colluding and con­
tending with US imperial interests and pro­
viding a rms to var ious Arab regimes and 
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tary and techn o logical superiority 
throughout the region over the combined 
forces of all the Arab nations. 

The 1967 conquests, while intensifying 
the exploitatiop and oppression of the 
Palestinian people by Zionism and US im­
perialism, a lso served to strengthen the 
Palestinian revolution. Israel began to be in­
creasingly isolated internationally. The 
Palestinian bases in Jordan and the 
developing social transformation in the 
camps threatened to create a situation of 
dual power in Jordan between the Palesti­
nian revolutionary forces and CIA-backed 
reactionary King Hussein. With logistical 
backup from Israel, Hussein's army at­
tacked the Palestinians in Jordan in Black 
September of 1970, killing hundreds, driv­
ing the guerrilla forces from the country a~d 
dealing a severe setback to the Palestinian 
national liberation struggle. 

Over the next years, the Palestinians 
regrouped and reorganized, building up 
their strength mainly in Lebanon as a base 
of continued operations against the Zionist 
settler state and for mobilization of their 
people. 

WOMEN IN THE RESISTANCE AND 
REVOLUTION 

The building of the Palestinian resistance 
as a mass movement meant mobilizing . a 
revolutionary new Palestinian society. 
Nowhere is this as clear as in the roie play­
ed by women in the Palestinian liberation 
struggle. Leila Khaled, a militant of the 
PFLP, reflects on the impact of imperialism 
on the role of Palestinian women when she 
describes the struggle of her and her sisters 
to be allowed to join the Arab Nationalist 
Movement: 

"When we were kicked out of Palestine 
. . . , Zionists did not distinguish between 
men and women. Women constituted over 
half the Palestinian people and they too 
were exiled. The Israelis trained their 
women to fight and granted them civil 
liberties. If we wished to defeat the Israelis 
we must outplay them in their own game. 
Mother was silenced by one final question: 
'Do you want to see Palestine liberated! · 
... Mother, you cannot then oppose the 

parti<;ipation of your daughters in political 
life, can you ?' '' 

The destruction of traditional Palesti­
nian society by the national oppression of 
imperialism and the brutality of Israeli set­
tler colonialism had a particular impact on 
the role of women. The expropriation of 
land reduced the Palestinians to destitu­
tion, and the forced exile of the Palestinians 
broke apart many families. This was rein­
forced by the Israeli conquests of 1967 and 
a new wave of forced expulsions of Palesti­
nians from this territory, as well as new 
techniques of colonial violence and terror 
against Palestinians within Israel's new 
military borders. The attacks on the exile 
camps took their toll on women and 
children a.s well as men. Women as well as 
men have been working as superexploited 
labor in the occupied territories. Women 
have led in the mass resistance struggle, 
and been jailed, tortured and deported. 
Within this women have fo!lght for an un­
derstanding within the resistance move­
ment that the liberation of the Palestinian 
people must be the liberation of the whole 
people, waged by all the people, and that 
the oppression of women in traditional 
Palestinian society plays into the hands of 
the imperialists by posing the liberation of 
women as a threat to men. There have been 
some well-known women like Leila Khaled 
who have fought within the liberation 
movements for women 'to take a full role in 
a ll parts of the struggle, but in fact thou­
sands of Palestinian women have led in 
taking a revolutionary role, in political 
education in the exile camps, and in the 
mass movement as well as the armed strug­
gle. In these Palestinian women, the spirit 
of Dalal Mughrabi, a Palestinian fighter 
killed in March while leading armed action 
against Israel, will live on.' 

IMPERIALIST STRATEGY 

The no-war/no-peace situa tion broke 
open again in 197:3. Anwar Sadat had come 
to power in Egypt after Nasser's death, and 
he moved to strengthen his position through 
a war to reopen the Suez Canal. The US ce­
mented its control as the military guarantor 
of cease-fire lines in the Sinai peninsula. 











region throughout this period on pushing its 
own hegemonic interests. 

The US/Sadat/Begin peace talks have in­
evitably had damaging impact on the 
Palestinian struggle, diverting world atten­
tion from the real issues and undermining 
clearcut support for Palestine. However, 
they have not been able to 'register any sub­
stantial victories or to achieve a settlement. 
The contradictions which do exist between 
US and Israeli strategy have made the 
negotiating process even more uncertain. 
The US plan has as one of its key goals 
guaranteeing the security of the Zionist set­
tler colonial state with which US imperial 
interests are still fundamentally bound up. 
However, the intransigence of Israel's ex­
pansionist policies have been· a stumbling 
block to the more sophisticated neo-colonial 
approach of the US. 

To a degree; the US interests are served 
by exaggerating and 11ighlighting its tactical 
differences with Israel as a way to gain 
greater credibility for its initiatives. In this 
context, the parallels are clear between US 
policy in Southern Africa and in the Middle 
East, as well as the commonality between 

· Israel and South Africa as white settler col­
onies. US imperialism continues to be the 
main prop .for these regimes because their 
continued · existence as white supremacist 
states are in the fundamental strategic in­
terests of US imperialism and its ability to, 
control the p~litics, labor and resources of 
the African continent. 

ISRAEL, TOOL OF U.S. IMPERIAL 
STRATEGY IN AFRICA 

The role of Israel in pushing US interests 
in Africa and in developing an axis with 
South Africa expose this basic commonality 
of interests. 

Along with its military role for imperial­
ism in the Middle East, Israel was used in 
the 1960's to penetrate new African coun­
tries for US interests. African trade union 
leaders were trained in Israel by the 'Israeli 
State trade ·union, the Histadrut, under 
programs funded by the AFL-CIO and in­
tegrated into the CIA's international labor 
strategy. Thirteen African countries were 
"beneficiaries" of Israeli agricultural ex­
pertise; the Israelis advised in the setting 
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up of pseudo-socialist farm projects like the 
Israeli kibbutzim; and as in Israel, these 
proje~ts were organized along paramilitary 
lines, serving to help coopt and control the 
rural people. Israeli military forces have 
been directly involved in Ethiopia, where 
they maintain three bases, and in Zaire, 
where Israeli troops were involved in action 
in the Congo in 1960. Most African coun­
tries broke their ties with Israel after the 
1967 war exposed the barbarity of Israeli 
colonialism. , 

In this situation of increased isolation, 
Israel and South Africa have strengthened 
their long standing historic ties and drawn 
closer together. There are many compo­
nents to 

1 

this cooperation. Trade between 
Israel and South Africa has increased 
rapidly. Diamond trade between South 
African mines and the Israeli diamond 
finishing industry, since the 1930's has been 
a major part of the foreign exchange of both 
countries. South African investment in 
Israel and Israeli investment in South 
Africa are increasing as well. Many Israeli 
industries finish products originating in 
South Africa and then re-export them to 
Black Africa where a "Made in Israel" 
label can sell, while South African products 
are banned. 

Military cooperation between Israel and 
South Africa is rapidly becoming the most 
significant aspect of their relationship. 
South Africa has become the largest client 
for Israel's burgeoning arms industry. The 
most recent developments are the use of 
Israeli troops in helicopter attacks on 
SW APO in Namibi·a, training South 
African troops in desert warfare in 
Namibia, and in bombing raids on Mozam­
bique and the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front 
transit and refugee camps. In these ways, 
Israel and South Africa have deyeloped 
mutually beneficial relationships that 
allow their continued existence. 

Behind the support Israel and South 
Africa provide for each other lies US sup­
port for them both. Both Israel and South 
Africa rely on US economic, military and 
political support to carry out the US's dirty 
work. Their attacks on national liberation, 
their attempts to wipe out the armed strug­
gles or sev.erely cripple them, serve the most 
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fundamental aims of the Carter ad­
ministration. On the one hand, they provide 
an overtly racist backdrop from which 
Carter can stand out as a pure "born 
again" Christian. On the other hand, these 
attacks make liberation movements and op­
pressed nations generally more vulnerable 
to imposed neo-colonial solutions. 

US support for this role by the settler 
states is most effective if it is hidden. This is 
fac il itated by the growing support which 
Israel and South Africa can provide for 
each other in a situation in which settler 
colonies are increasingly isolated in the 
world. 

For those who held any belief in the 
progressive character of Zionism, the ties 
between Israel and South Africa ought to 
dispel such illusions. The truth is that the 
South African Zionist movement's alliance 
with Vorster and Israel's ties with South 
Africa is a continuation of a long standing 
collaboration by Zionism with anti-Semit­
ism, fascism and reaction. Vorster and the 
Nationalist Party in South Africa grew up 
as an anti-Semitic as well as a white su­
premacist party explicitly modelled on the 
Nazi Party in Germany. T his history has 
never been renounced. 

OPPORTUNIST LINES ON THE 
PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE 

Opportunist lines within the US op­
pressor nation left (and the opportunist left 
of other imperialist countries) have helped 
to isolate the Palestinian struggle and leave 
the field clear for Zionist apologists to turn 
the reality upside down, billing the Israeli 
terrorists as defenders of democracy and 
the Palestinian revolutiona ries as "ter­
rorists." The opportunist lines have three 
main characteristics. First, they accept the 
imperialist definition of Israel's right to ex­
ist and of the Palestinians as a "divided" or 
"d ispersed" nation. This amounts to 
nothing but a total sell-out of the Palesti­
nian people, a capitulation to the im­
perialist definition of realities as given. No 
matter how much "sympathy" there is for 
the Palestinians, if the situation is defined 
this way, there can be no true solida rity 
with their . struggle for self-determination. 

This kind of opportunist line is typical of 
so-called liberal or "left'' Zionists who 
claim that Israel is a "socialist" state or 
has a basis fo r socialist transformation 
within its present structure. This is not true. 
Zionist "socialism", like a ll other Zionist 
ideologies, is built on the backs of the 
Palestinians and steeped in settler relations 
of power and privilege. It denies proletarian 
internationalism and cannot provide a 
basis for revolu t ionary consciousness 
among the Israeli settler working class. 

Second, opportunist views of the struggle 
tend to be gradualist and defeatist, to think 
that a negotiated settlement is possible, and 
to postpone the armed struggle for 
Palestine to the indefinite future. The Guar­
dian's "centrist" position on Palestine is a 
clear example of this second opportunist 
line. The Guardian talks about self-deter­
mination as the ultimate goal but mean­
while focuses its attention on th·e "sell ­
out'' of the Palestinian struggle, ac­
cepting imperialism's definitions that the 
current negotiations will be successful in 
suppressing Palestinian movement. Closely 
linked with this defeatist view is the 
postponement of the struggle in Palestine to 
some indefinite future, and victory as de­
pending on uniting with the Jewish working 
class oflsrael. Thus, on December 21, 1977, 
Silber writes: 

"But the Palestinians will remain a liv­
ing t ime bomb t icking away in~ide the heart 

' of the Zionist state-destined p-erhaps to 
link up someday with sectors of the Jewish 
working class in · a struggle that would 
ultimately bring into being the democratic, 
secular state once prophesied by Yasir 
Arafat." 

This position is not substant ially 
different from that of the " left Zionists" in 
Israel who talk about the Palestinians as 
the natural allies of the Jewish working 
class that is reaping settler privilege by sup­
porting their government's genocide aga inst 
the Palestinians. 

Third, opportunists tend to focus on 
Israel rather than on the US state that pulls 
the strings of its Israeli puppet. This is like 
the similar opportunist tendency to focus on 
South Africa instead of the US state that 
:;upports it. 























the right picks up momentum. The defeat of. 
the right at IWY can only be fo llowed up by 
the women's movement if the relationship 
of the State and the right is understood and 
the base for right-wing support in the white 
working class is exposed. 

STATE ATIACKS ON 
ANTI-IMPERIALISTS 

Another front in the State's strategy at 
the Convention was the bust of a leading 
member of PFOC1 Clayton Van Ly.degraf, 
and two women, Judith Bissell and Leslie 
Mullin. These comrades, as well as Marc 
Perry and Michael Justesen in L:A. were 
busted during the IWY convention on 
officia l charges of conspiracy, accompanied 
by sensationalistic news stories alleging 
"terrorist activity.'' This was another aspect 
of the State's strategy to isolate more 
revolutionary forces at the Convention, to 
block movement towards anti-imperialism 
on the part of women at the Convention and 
to take the heat off of the real terrorists. 
Once again, this strategy was defeated. 

Women from many different parts of the 
country came to the arraignment hearing 
and press conference in solidarity with the ' 
arrested comrades, packing the courtroom 
and corridor. Instead of pushing women to 
the right, as the State planned, the arrest of 
these comrades sharpened many women's 
recognition of the real level of contradiction 
that exists between the women's movement 
and the State. (see article on the L.A. Five 
for more detail ) 

IWY AND WHITE WORK ING CLASS 
WOMEN . 

The stands taken at IWY pushed forward 
anti-imperialist struggles and conscio~s­
ness of women. in the oppresior n~tion 

working class and clearly demonstrated the 
leading role which white working class 
women play in the oppressor nation. T he 
ERA, daycare, abortion, employment and 
welfare, to name just a few of the issues ad­
dressed by the ConveQtion, are priority 
struggles for masses of white working class 
women at this t ime. These struggles 
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challenge key white and male supremacist 
institutions of the State such as the health 
system, schools, legal system, welfare and 
the family, institutions which are responsi­
ble for maintaining national oppression, 
women's oppression and class oppression 
under imperialism. 

IWY represented a real step in fighting 
white supremacy, the principal barrier to 
revolutionary motion of the 'oppressor na­
tion working class and the women's move­
ment. Solidarity with oppressed nation 
women and peoples is the only basis on 
which oppressor nation working class 
women can build a movement for women 's 
liberation o.r lead within the oppressor na­
tion working dass in anti-imperialist class 
struggle. The positions which were taken in 
solidarity with Third World struggles at the 
Convention are a step towards building 
proletarian internationalism. 

T he solidarity expressed with lesbian and 
gay liberation directly confronts an im­
perialist strategy to control and divjde 
women. In this way it strengthens the strug­
gles of masses of working class women 
against male supremacy and for their 
liberation. 

Working class women can only develop 
winning struggles for liberation in the con­
text of overall anti-imperia list strategy and 
movement which targets the imperialist rul­
ing class and State as the enemy of women 
and a ll oppressed peoples and classes. The 
opposition to the State which developed on 
different levels during IWY is an advance 
in this direction. 

IWY also d·emonstrated the potential for 
building a women's movement in the op­
pressor nation composed of women from 
different classes who will support the de­
mands of oppressed nation women aQd 
white working class women. The cross-class 
nature of this movement can b~ a source of 
strength when these demands are taken up 
as the priorities. 

FIGHTING OPPORTUNIST LINES 

These steps forward are' not only impor­
tant for the women's movement but a re an 
advance for anti-imperialist class struggle 





are not abou t to let a male supremacist 
politics and leadership liquidate their real 
victories. 

PFOC'S WORK FOR IWY 

Prairie Fire began its work for the Inter­
na t ional Women's Year convention in 
August. On thE: basis of our political line on 
women 's liberation, and our analysis of t~e 
Carter adminstration's tokenistic strategy 
for smashing women 's and gay liberation, 
we identified IWY as an important. arena 
for anti-imperialist struggle. At a time 
when the contradictions between the State, 
the right and women were escalating, we 
saw the possibility for massive militant 
women 's moveme n t. deve loping . We 
believed that it was a strategic priority for 
us t.o struggle for anti-imperialist politics 
among broader sectors of the women's and 
lesbian movements than we had previously 
worked in. 

O.ur work around IWY pushed out an 
anti-imperialist analysis of the Convention 
for struggle within the left, and placed IWY 
in the context of the State's strategy in this 
period of crisis and defeat. We argued for 
the leading role of the women' s movement 
in the oppressor nation and the need for 
anti-imperia list forces to participate in 
building this movement. We also struggled ' 
for an i~ternationalist, anti -white suprem­
acist politics among the women we worked 
with in preparing for IWY and at Houston 
itself, arguing successfully for women in the 
Northern California Support Coalition to 
take up work in material support of Third 
World women. At Houston we pushed out 
anti-imperialist politics·. through our pro­
paganda "Showdown at Houston," and in 
various caucuses and demonstrations 
throughout the Convention. In the face of 
the serious attack on our organization and 
anti-imperialist politics which occurred in 
Houston, we did not back down on our 
politics or abandon work at the Convention. 
We were able to mobilize militant support 
for the arrested comrades and helped build . 
consciousness of the relationship of the 
State's attack on PFOC and the attacks 
which had brought women to the Conven­
tion. 

BREAKTHROUGH~ap35 

Our work for IWY also contained politi­
cal weaknesses which we have been ex­
amining since Houston. These political 
weaknesses are rooted in white and male 
supremacy and reflect the impact of the 
domin~nt opportunist lines on IWY which 
are current in the white left. 

Our major error lay in underestimating· 
the progressive potential of the women's 
movem~nt to fight for national liberation 
and against white supremacy. In our pre­
paratory work for Houston we incorrectly 
evaluated the level of political unity and 
consciousness which could be struggled for 
actively a t the Convention. Our assessment 
had been that the 6 points of unity of the 
Northern California IWY Support Coali­
t ion would represent the advanced level of 
uni ty at the· Conven tion. (The six points 
were: ratification of the ERA, reproductive 
rights-abortion on request and an end to 
forced sterilizat ion, gay rights, child care, 
and a commitment to the needs of Third 
World and disabled women.) Instead, these 
6 points represented the m~ss level of unity 
a t Houston, and we found ourselves ta iling 
the mass movement in th\s respect. (Once 
we saw what was happening a t the Conven­
tion, our correct overall analys is of 
women's liberat ion allowed us to change 
our strategy. However, the errors had an 
impact on our work.) We were not armed 
with a strategy for uniting the r;nore ad­
vanced forces at the conference around 
definite points of unity, slogans, and issues 
that could build an anti-imperia list core 
and push the rest of the Convention t.o the 
left. 

The line we put forth in our propaganda 
"Showdown at Houston" contained a re­
lated error. This piece of propaganda placed 
an emphasis on targeting and exposing the 
right wing forces organizing against the 
Convention in a way which downplayed the 
links between the right wing and the op­
pressor nation working class as a whole. 
Unless the mass base of the right wing in 
the white and male supremacy in the op­
pressor nat ion working class is clearly ad­
dressed, fighting the right wing can become 
a substitute for fighting white and male su­
premacy in the working class as a whole. 
This approach also undercuts the struggle 
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against white supremacy in the women's 
movement. It lends itself to unit ing women 
on an opportunist basis-against the right­
wing-while downplaying the contradic­
tions among women, instead of taking on 
those contradictions and uniting women on 
a firm basis of solida1:ity. 

Examining our own errors and pulls 
towards opportunism is necessary struggle 
for PFOC if we are to strengthen our ability 
to make a contribution to building anti-im­
perialist women's movement in the coming 
period. IWY confirmed our fundamental 
political understanding of women's oppres­
sion and liberation and verified our overall 
strategic priority on struggle among women. 
Taking on the struggle against white and 
male supremacy more decisively will 
strengthen our ability to put this line into 
practice. 

CONSOLIDATING THE GAINS OF IWY 

Women at Houston won a significant vic­
tory and dealt a defeat to the counter­
revolut ionary offensive of the State and the 
right-wing. IWY demonstrated to people a ll 
over the country the collective power and 
leadership of women fight ing for liberation 
and raised mass consciousness of the 
central issues facing the women's move­
ment. The struggle before us is to consoli­
date the gains made at Houston to move the 
women's movement forward in an ant i-im­
perialist direction. This is no small respon­
sibility. T he gains of Houston themselves 
are very vulnerable to attack. Once women 
a re dispersed a ll over the country, the col­
lect ive power and leadership of women ex­
pressed at the Convention is diffused. In the, 
absenj:;e of clear anti-imperia list leadership, 
line and organization on a nationwide level, 
these advances are more subject to under­
mining moves from the State, right-wing 
and opportunist parts of the left. Under 
these circumstances, the material pulls of 
white supremacy on white women can come 
into play more.strongly. 

The State's defeat at Houston means that 
the women's movement has become even 
more of a threat. The attacks will be step­
ped up as will the government's efforts to 
split and divide women, to block the move-

ment from its anti-imperialist direction. 
Likewise, t he right wing has been mobiliz­
ing a new show of force since IWY. We have 
seen the pressures within the women's and 
lesbian movements, since the Convention, 
to retreat from stands in solidarity with na­
t ional liberation and to separate the at­
tacks on women and gay people from the at­
tacks on oppressed nations. 

It is a critical time for anti-imperialist 
women to struggle and work within the 
women's movement and for the left as a 
whole to take a strong stand in solidarity 
with women's liberation. 

An anti-imperialist strategy in the com­
ing period must build off the mass potentia l 
expressed in IWY by addressing key issues 
which affect masses of women and where 
the struggle for ant i-imperialist politics can 
be clearest. The gains made at IWY p~ovide 
a stronger basis for · building anti-im­
perialist politics among women in many 
different a reas of work': prison solidarity 
work, international solidarity, work among 
lesbians, abortion/sterilization work. In all 
of these work areas we need to struggle to 
unite the most advanced sectors of women 
around an anti-imperialist line, nation­
wide. T his is the only basis for building 
broader anti-imperia list women's move­
ment. Without unity a round an analysis of 
women 's oppression under imperia lism, it 
will be impossible to build a solid move­
ment which can take on the key struggle 
against white supremacy and in solidarity 
with national liberat ion. 

We a lso need to expose and struggle 
against opportunist lines on the left which 
consistent ly collaborate with the State in at­
tacking the strength and power of women's 
movement. IWY has pushed struggle 
around th e issue of women's liberation to a 
new level. It places line struggles on the 
subject of women's liberation in a larger 
context. T he lines are being drawn in the 
world , not only in the pages of political 
journals. This is the t ime fo r revolutionary 
minded people to take a fighting stand on 
the side of women's liberation. 

PFOC Women's Commission 
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NOTES FROM AN 
AFRIKAN P.O.W. 

JOURNAL 
-NEW AFRIKAN PRISONERS ORGANIZATION 

The New Afrikan Prisoners Organization 
(NAPO ), formerly Stateville Prisoners 
Organization, are revo lutionary Black 
prisoners in Stateville Prison, Illinois. Dis­
cussion Papers on the prison movement and 
national liberation, written and distributed 
by NAPO in the last year and a half, have 
made a significant contribution to anti-im­
perialist struggle, particularly within the 
prison movement. NAPO led a successful 
country-wide campaign which won the ac­
quittal of the Stateville 4, Black prisoners 
who had been framed up on charges stem­
ming from an incident at Stateville Prison 
which ·resulted in the stabbing of two white 
guards, one of whom died. 

.Struggles inside the prisons reflect and 
are an integral part of national liberation 
struggles in the US. Support of prison strug­
gles against the State and against white 
and .male supremacy, and support for the 
revolutionary prisoners movement by op-

. 

pressor nation revolutionaries and 
progress ive people is international 
solidarity. For these reasons, PFOC is com­
mitted to aid in building an anti-imperialist 
prison solidarity movement. As part of this 
commitment, we will continue to reprint the 
writings of oppressed nation revolution­
aries behind the walls. We plan to develop 
further our own views on anti-imperialist 
prison solidarity in future issues of 
Breakthrough. 

The fo llowing excerpts are from Discus­
sion Papers No. 1 and No. 2, printed in Notes 
From An Afrikan POW Journal. Book one. 
NAPO documents of 1976 and 1977, and 
from NAPQ's pamphlet, ''Why We Support 
the Stateville Four." The complete Journal. 
the pamphlet, and NAPO's 1978 Liberation 
Calendar and greeting cards are available 
from: New Afrikan Prisoners Organization, 
PO Box 6020, Chicago, IL 60607. 

SPO ''PRISON MOVEMENT" DISCUSSION 
PAPER .N0.1 

Contributions Toward the Nationat Prisoners Movement (excerpt) 
It 's widely accepted that with the activities surrounding the anticipated trial of Comrade­

Brothers George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutchette, there arose what came to be 
known as the "prison movement." 

The activities involved in the defense of the Soledad Brothers began in 1970; tlius, we use these 
activities ... we use this period because we think it sufficiently marks a point in the history of 
rebellious actions in american prisons when these actions began to take a qualitative change in 
character. 

What we mean to say is, the ''prison movement" which we say began in the period marked 19i0 
was a nd is different in nature from past struggles in america's prisons; the "prison movement" is 
qualitative(v different from all past struggles in american prisons. This qual itative difference stems 
from several factors, but each of these factors are related to the escalat ion of the st ruggles waged 
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What we have to say here shouldn't be considered our "final word" or as "definitive" views . 
. They are presented to help begin discussion on the questions; they are presented as only one 
means of helping prisoners and people outside the walls to build channels of communication and 
1}-S further contributions to the building of a national movement among revolutionaries who hap­
pen to be in amerikkkan prisons . . . . 

We encourage all readers of this pamphlet to deal with it critica lly-as with all study. We en­
courage you to send us your comments, criticisms, etc., and to begin establishing channels of com­
munication with kamps in your state and all across the kountry, inside and outside the walls. We 
also encourage you to begin putting your own thoughts on paper, and in this way help to give the 
people sources of information and inspiration: part of the struggle remains a war to capture the 
minds of the masses, and to create an awareness of our oppression and a revolutionary conscious­
ness ... 

Our reference to the Soledad Brothers and to Attica (Sept. '71) is rea lly reference to a PERIOD 
(1970-1971) which we us~d for the purpose of our analysis, because we think that this PERIOD 
marks that point at which a clear, qualitative difference in the character of"prison struggles" can 
be noticed ... 

* * * * * 
We give due recognition to all those struggles in prisons before 1970-71; to all those defense ac­

tivities surrounding past prison struggles and/or individuals accused of opposing the law and 
order of the oppressor-but we maintain that none of these constituted a MOVEMENT and 
therefore did not constitute the "prison movement." We give due recognition to the fact that 
many people within the u.s. borders, past and present, had/have a particular understanding of the 
role of prisons in american (capitalist/imperialist) society. But such an understanding is not a 
MOVEMENT. Th'ere have been instances when struggles in prisons, prison conditions in 
general, and the defense activities surrounding persons accused of opposing the law and order of 
the oppressor have been used (either principally or opportunistically) as temporary issues in the 
political "careers" of groups and/or individuals. There have been articles, pamphlets and books 
written on prisons and prisoners, which have gone toward enlightening people on prisons and 
generally raising political consciousness. But none of this const ituted a MOVEMENT. We also 
recognize that during the 1800's, the role of prisons and the struggles taking place in prisons had 
a very direct and intimate rel ationship to Afrikan people, and this relationship is fundamental to 
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prisons of the South ; today, there is Comrade-Sister Assata Shakur in an all -male prison in New 
Jersey. Check it out. 

Before 1863, the plantation was the "prison'' for Afrikan peopl"e in the u.s. Whatever was hap­
peni':lg in u.s. prisons before this point was, for a ll practical.purposes, centered solely around the 
nationals of the oppressor nation. After 1863, Afrikans began to "assume a new status" in 
america; we were no longer simply chattel, property- no longer simply "outside" of the oppressor 
nat ion-and thus found ourselves in the condition described by DuBois. 

Thus, it was in the 1800's that struggles in and around american prisons began to change in 
cha racter from any previous struggles. This change was not simply, not primarily caused by "the 
rise of the working class,'' etc., but by the change in the composition of prison populations, especially 
in the South. It was influenced by the changes taking place _throughout aqterica as the country 
"adjusted itself' to the new colonial status of Afrikans: 

After 1863, the american "criminal justice system" began to assume a new role in the control 
not simply of the "working class," but in the control of oppressed nations. As more and more 
A:frikans began to fill southern prisons, the role/function of these prisons changed. Southern 

' prisons began to be looked upon differently and responded to differently than northern prisons. · 
Consequently, struggles in prisons before the 1800's, during the 1800's, and after: the 1800's, must 
be seen in accordance with the many vari~bles surrounding each period. 

We had a particular relationship to prisons in america during the 180Q's, and prison struggles 
had a particular character during the 1800's. Our relationship to priSOns in america during the 
1800's was more or less restricted to those prisons in the ~outh, where most of us were. 

But we began to move from the South and into the North (and West). Thus, we began to assume 
a pa rticu lar relationship to prisons in the North as well. And, as we began to fill northern (and 
western ) prisons, prison struggles in general began to change. We're talking especially about the 
past 45 to 50 years. 

We contend that the most notable changes in the nature or"struggles in american prisons began 
to take place in the late sixties and early seventies, and that it was during this period that the 
prison MOVEMENT arose. 

What began to distinguish the struggles in prisons during the sixties and seventies from those 
which preceded them, and thus gave rise to the "prison MOVEMENT" was the relationship that 
these new struggles had/have to national liberation struggles in general, and to the Afrikan 
.liberation struggle in particular. We think that the years 1954 to 1970 had a UlliQue influence 
upon struggles in prison and thus contributed to giving the "prison movement" its distinct 
character. 

Afrikan people in america have always comprised a nation, and our struggle has a lways been 
one a iming toward nat ional liberation, independence, self-determination. If this fact has not a l­
ways been clear to us and/or to others, it simply stands as evidence of our nat ional oppression, of 
our lack of power to determine our own destiny, to define our own situation and goals. We regard 
what is sometimes called the "black protest movement" or the "civil Tights movement" as simply 
a pa rt icular expression, phase or stage of the national liberat ion ~truggle that we have been wag­
ing for several hundred years. 

The years 1954 and 1955 are significant, since they serve to mark a distinctive stage of the strug­
gle for nat ional liberat ion. In these years seeds which had been planted centuries before, decades 
before, years and even days before, began to blossom. In these yea rs a lso, seeds were planted as 
well. 

In May, 1954, the u.s. supreme court declared "racial segregation" in u.s. public schools un­
constitutional ; this decision was followed in May, 1955, by an ord·er to " integrate" u .s. public 
.schools "with a ll deliberate speed." Among other things, these acts forced a recognition of the 
continued existence of the national oppression of Afrikans in amet·ica. Dur ing the proceedings 
and as part of the legal argument before the court, it was stated that "slavery (national oppres­
sion ) is perpetuated" by the laws requiring "separate but equal" public school facilit ies. The deci­
sion and order by the court did not cease the perpetuat ion of "slavery" in america, which is to say 
that national oppression of Afrikan people remained a reality. 
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WHY WE SUPPORT THE 
''STATEVILLE FOUR'' 

A Political Statement from the Stateville Prisoners Organization 
(excerpt) 

·• (This STATEMENT expresses the views of SPO, and not necessarily those of the "Four" or 
anyone else not connected with ·sPO.) · 

On January 10, 1977, two pigs were stabbed (one fatally) at Stateville Koncentration Kamp. 
The state imm,ediately began what ~hey called an "investigation" into this action. In reality, 

this "investigation" was a reign of physical torture, intimidation and coercion carried out against 
Stateville prison,ers. , 

After four months of "investigation," the state was forced to admit defeat, in-as-much as they 
couldn't determine what actually happened on Jan. lOth, or who was involved. They then chose 
to frame four of our Brothers. 

In April, 1977, Charles Jennings was falsely indicted for murder; Thomas Blair, Andrew Craig 
and John Myles were falsely indicted for aggravated battery. " 

There is no question that these charges are without foundation , and that the state is trying to 
frame these Brothers in an effort to further int imidate prisoners-especially black prisoners- ap­
pease the deluded public, and otherwis.e preserve an image of themselves as unbeatable. 

Therefore, this attempted frame-up of the Four by the state is the most immediate reason for 
SPO's support of them. · 

But we have other reasons for supporting these Brothers, and it's not possible to present those 
reasons without placing them in a wider, political context. Because, on that bottom, ultimately 
determining line, the issue here is between black people and our enemy. 

For SPO to talk about its support of the Four, is for it to ta lk about its involvement in .the strug­
gle to liberate our people. For SPO to talk about the threat being presented to the Four by their 
frame/trial, is for it to talk about an asP.ect of the genocide.which every black person in amerikkka is 
a victim of. 

SPO feels that no Afrikan person in amerikkka can talk about these four Brothers without, at 
the same time, talking about themselves. None of us can ignore these Brothers and their fight 
against racism and injustice, without at the same time ignoring ourselves as members of a peo­
ple-a nation- struggling to free ourselves from the racism and exploitation of amerikkka. 

. ' 
The Genocide of Black People 

The Four have been indicted by a so-called "grand jury" which sat behind closed doors and 
labeled these Brothers as "criminals." The rea lity is that the Four are VICTIMS, and the real 
criminals are trying to ,frame them. The real cr iminals are the executive, legislative, judicial and 
corporate branches of the federal and state governments of amerikkka. 

The real criminals were the kidnappers of our people; they are the om~s responsible at this very 
moment for the total oppression of our people and the conditions under which we live. 

The real criminals-the amerikkkan government-are guilty of the genocide of black people, 
Afrikan people have died at the hands of our oppt:essors for the more than three hundred years of 
our enslavement in this country. It was genocide in 1677, and 'it's genocide in 1977. 
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Support For Other National Liberation Struggles 

Support for the Four is a lso concrete support for other national liberation struggles and for all 
pol it ical prisoners and prisoners of war. 

Our support for the Four, which intensifies our liberation struggle, a lso results in creating 
favorable condit ions for the struggle being waged by our allies. 

The same criminal oppressing us is oppressing and exploiting Native Nation (Indian) peoples. 
With the landing of the "Mayflower", the establishment of settler colonies by the so-called 
pilgrims, there began the criminal plunder of Native Nation peoples' land and· resources. 

The crimina l appropriation of Native Nation peoples' land, the even more crimina l genocidal 
war against them, reached its height in the· 1890's in 'the southwestern u.s., as Native Nation peo­
ples carried on a fierce struggle against extermination , for the preserva~ion of their lands, and to 
maintain their sovereignty as nations. 

The struggles o"r Nat ive Nation peoples continue today. It is symbolized by the kourt battles for 
the return of Native Lands; by the escalating struggle on the international level, as Native Na­
t ions seek recognition as sovereign nations, outside the "authority" of the u.s. 

Their struggles are symbolized by the governmeht attacks on Wounded Knee, Pine Ridge, and 
Native.Nation organizations such as A.I.M. (American Indian Movement). · 

Support for the Four is concrete support for Leonard Peltier, Frank Blackhorse, Richard 
Mohawk, Herb Powless and Paul Skyhors~nly a few of the many fallen, imprisoned and 
hunted Native Nation Warriors-victims of the criminal u.s. government in its panic-stricken at­
tempt to crush the movement of Native Nation peoples. 

Support of the Four is a concrete demonstration of solidarity with the struggles of Mexican and 
Chicano peoples. These peoples also struggle against the same criminal/enemy as we do, and the 
objective bonds which make us a llies can be strengthened when the support of the Four is under- , 
stood and carried out as concrete support of a ll prisoners, a ll J;>olitical Prisoners and Prisoners of 
War, and in the spirit of anti-imperialist solidarity. 

The history of repression and oppression of the Mexican and Chicano peoples by the criminals 
who control the u.s. goveri1ment began with the Mexican-American War of 1846. At that time, the 
entire southwest (Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, California and Utah) was 
seized by u.s. troops. There began a reign of terror, oppression and extermination of the Mexican 
and Chicano peoples as well as the Native Nation peoples of that area. 

Wherever the u.s. troops established a fort, white settlers/colonizers followed. Under the protec­
tion of u.s. " laws", police/outlaws and a rmy troops, these 19th century colonizers seized land 
grant territories from the Mexican and Chicano peoples and drove the Native Nation peoples 
from their hunting lands and homes. . 

Today, over a century later, Mexican and Chicano people continue a heroic struggle for their 
right to land. 

They now face the u.s. forest service, corporations and their criminal managers, the hired thugs 
who illegally acquired water rights in order to dry up Mexican/Chicano lands so as to seize them. 
Mexicans/Chicanos have consistently resisted, ~nd this has involved them in armed confronta­
tions with so-called representatives of u.s. " law". 

Today, one aspect of the Mexican/Chicano peoples' st ruggle has contributed to the formation of 
a united front with the Puerto Rican peoples and thei1· national independence struggle . 

In 1898, Puerto Rico was a self-governing country, having obta ined its autonomy from Spain in 
February of that year, after a long and bitter struggle against Spanish imperialism. 

But this was a short lived reality because in October of 1898, Puerto Rico was invaded by u.s. 
troops, under the direction of General Nelson Miles. Direct u.s. military rule remained ·in Puerto 
Rico until 1900, more than a year after the "Treaty of Paris" was signed between Spain and the 
u.s. 

This "treaty" illegally made Puerto Rico a colony of the u.s. During WWI, u .s. corporate in­
terests stepped up their crimina l campaign of plunder. Within a short time, the previously diver-
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sified and plentiful economy of the island was transformed into a one-crop sugar economy. 
Because of the u.s. exploitation and domination of the island, the Puerto Rican people have ex­

perienced poverty, disease, 'destruction of their culture through a u.s./european oriented educa­
tional system and other forms of genocide. 

More than one-third of Puerto Rican women of child-bearing age have been sterilized under the 
direction of the criminal u.s. government, in its plan to eliminate Puerto Rico as a nation. The 
transformation/destruction of an independent econo·my began a heavy forced immigration into the 
u.s. during WWII , and today there are more than 2.5 million Puerto Ricans in the u.s. 

Once highly valued as a source of cheap 'tabor to the corporate criminals of the u.s. and their 
government, Puerto Ricans in the u.s. today play an important role in the island's struggle for in­
dependence. · 

In 1950, in support of the anti-colonial Jayuya uprising on the island, Oscar Collazo and 
Griselio Torresola (who was killed), members of Puerto Rico's Nationalist Party, attacked u.s. 
president Truman at Blair House to help expose the u.s. role in the repression of the Puerto Rican 
independence struggle. · 

Four yea rs_ later, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irvin Flores and Andres Figueroa 
Cordero made an armed assault upon the u.s. congress to bring the colonial reality of Puerto Rico 
to the world's attention. 

These five Puerto Rican Nationalists have since been held in u.s. prisons, and are the longest 
held Political Pr-isoners in the western hemisphere. The struggle for the unconditional release of 
the Five is part of the Puerto R.ican independence struggle. 

That struggle is under attack today on many fronts. For example, the use of the so-called 
"grand ju·ry" by the F.B.I. in its attempt to crush the Puerto Rican Armed Forces of National 
Liberation (F ALN), as well as their attacks on the Mexican and Chican'9 movements. 

These attacks by the criminal u.s. government have helped to bring about an alliance between 
Mexican/Chicanos and Puerto Ricans, and thus heightened anti-imperialist struggle within u.s. 
borders. 

Lureida Torres, Maria Cueto, Raisa Nemikin, Pedro Archuleta, Robert Caldera, Jose Lopez, 
Andr6s Rosado, Julio Rosado and Luis Rosado are among those imprisoned for their refusal to 
cooperate in the u.s. government's repression. They point up the role of the u.s. judicial and prison 
systems in attacking ALL movements of national liberation. 1 

Other Revolutionary Forces 

Again: Support for the "Stateville Four" is not only support for these Brothers as individuals; 
it's not only support for all Afrikan prisoners; it's not only a part of the struggle for the liberation 
of Afrikan people. 

Support for the Four is a show of concrete so lidarity with ALL oppressed peoples inside u.s. 
borders, which includes those in the oppressor nation-white folks-especially the revolution­
aries/progressives, and the mos.t oppressed sector of white so~iety: white working class women. 

Our support for the Four is objectively support for the imprisoned comrades of the S.L.A., the 
N.W.L.F ., Marilyn Buck (accused of supplying arms to the BLA), and other revolutionaries of the 
oppressor nation who have made-and continue to make--concrete contribu tions to the struggles 
of oppressed nations; who work daily to raise t.he anti-imperialist and revolutionary conscious-
ness of the white working class. · 

We must' recognize that in defending the Four and otherwise increasing the momentum of our· 
own liberation struggle, we must con.duct ourselves in a way that exposes the prison system to 
white prisoners in particular, and to white people generally. We must expose the nature of the 
real criminab-that 1% of the white american population which oppresses, exploits and 
manipulates much of the entire world. Capitalism is the world's enemy . . 

Wherever possible, we must aid wtiite prol{ressive and revolutionary prisoners in their work 
and in their defense. We must exploit every opportunity to provide white folks generally with a 
co rrect image of their real enemy, and of their own oppressive condition .. . 







page 54/BREAKTHROUGH 

•' 

credit: courtroom sketch by TF 

Five of us, Judith Bissell, Leslie Mullin, 
Claytqn Van Lydegraf, Marc Perry and 
Michael Justesen, were arrested on Novem­
ber 19 in Houston and Los Angeles on five 
counts of conspiracy and possession of ex­
plosives. Judith Bissell is currently being 
held on $350,000 bail and the other -four on 
$200,QOO each-all irr Los Angeles · eou~ty· ~-~ 
jails. These arrests were the result of a two­
and-a-half year campaign of infiltration 
and surveillance of anti-imperialist move­
ment and anti-imperialist organizations 
like Prairie Fire Organizing Committee. ·' 
This campaign culminated in an intensive 

FREE 
------
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1 · 

' 
ith Bissell and .leslie Mullin 

six month blitz directed against the five of 
us through the combined efforts of the FBI, · 
the Los Angeles Police Department Cri­
minal Conspiracy Section, Attorney 
General Griffin Bell and others. While 
former FBI Chief L. Patrick Gray and his 
henchmen are being indicted for past FBI 

.· • • ilfegal. activ~tieS' .. against the wuo, these 
frabdulent··schemes continue iii the present 
unabated. 

Two of us are writing this article to try 
and present our perspective on the history 

. behirid our arrests, why we thlnk they oc­
curred and what has happened in our case 
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the only way we can build support on an 
honest and principled basis. We expect that 
the State will try to use any admission of 
political weakness against us, but we have 
learned through past experience that an 
open effort to take responsibility for politi­
cal errors is the only way to build correct 
politics which can make a real contribution 
to fighting imperialism. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 

We are white a nti -imperialists , two 
women and three men, who met each other 
about ten years ago through the anti-war 
movement and SDS in Seattle, Washington. 
Van had been a revolutionary going back to 
the 1930's. For the other four of us, this was 
the time we became committed political ac­
tivists and anti-imperialists. The force of 
the Black libera t ion struggle and the Viet­
namese war for national liberation led 
many white people, particularly students, 
towards anti-imperialism during this time. 
These forces totally affected our movement 
in Seattle. You didn 't have to be a revolu­
tionary to be freaked out at the level of 
State violence that was every day more ex­
posed, spewing forth in color TV news 
coverage of the VietNam war. We watched 
Black leader after Black leader being cut 
down-Malcolm, King, so many Panthers. 
We began to recognize the violence of 
hunger, of State-sanctioned quack abor­
tions, of forced sterilization and rape. The 
war, the struggles of oppressed nations, the 
emergence of the women's movement .. a ll 
demanded support and you had to decide 
where you stood . 

As women., we were affected and shaped 
by women 's growing consciousness of male 
supremacy. At a certain point, male 
chauvinism inside SDS was seen as a clear­
cut obstacle to women's participation, let 
a lone women's leadership. Along with 
other women, we were part of internal and 
external struggles to identify and deal with 
this, which took the forms of consciousness­
raising and separate organizing: learning 
how to speak and write leaflets, and build­
ing some kind of solidarity with each other 
so that we wouldn't get railroaded at 
chapter meetings. Despite the overwhelm-

ing domination of male supremacy, women 
were the real leaders in mostofthe struggles 
because of their militancy and decisive com­
mitment, although this was not ac­
knowledged by the politics being put forth 
at the time. 

Between 1968 and 1969 a two-line strug­
gle erupted in the white left concerning sup­
port for national liberation and the need to 
fight white supremacy and privilege both in 
the left and the white working class. We 
took a stand in solidarity with the leading 
role of national liberation and saw, on some 
level, that making this support real was 
going to inyolve heavy changes and deci­
sions on our part . As we tried to put our 
politics into practice, we became all the 
more conscious of . the way in which State 
violence was being used to crush national 
liberation movements. The growing pre­
sence of police agents, wiretaps and other 
sorts of dirty tricks was obvious to us a l-

. though at that time we didn't know it was 
a ll part of the FBI's COINTELPRO 
program. The State's determination to 
violently wipe out national liberation 
movements by any means was crystal clear. 

It also became clear that for white people 
to genuinely support national liberation , 
meant taking ·on responsibility for armed 
struggle against the State in solidarity with 
the strategies of national liberation move­
ments. When Fred Hampton was assassi­
nated, many people, including ourselves, 
reached the conclusion that solidarity re­
quired that at least some white people 
nee~ed to be invisible to the eyes of the 
State. For the last seven years we have. been 
committed to a politics and strategy which 
develops the relationship between open and 
clandestine work, mass and armed forms of 
struggle. 

ANTI-IMPERIALISM 
VS. OPPORTUNISM 

Our efforts to develop these politics cor­
rectly have· been filled with contradictions. 
Although we started out with a commit­
ment to solidarity with national liberation, 
white supremacy has time and again caused 
us to abandon solidarity with national 



liberation and substitute ourselves for the 
leadership of the national-liberation move­
ments. This has turned anti-imperialist 
politics into opportunist politics. Over the 
years, we have learned from the criticisms 
made by national liberation movements 
and from the actual history of the WUO, 
that for oppressor nation women and men 
there can be no firm support for national 
liberation without consistent struggle 
against our ties to white supremacist 
politics and privilege. As women we have 
learned from hard first-hand experience 
how male supremacist politics and leader­
ship operates to back up and support white 
supremacy. 

We supported both the political line of 
the Revolutionary Committee, which split 
from the WUO, and the struggle that the 
RC waged to expose how white and male 
supremacy operated within the WUO to 
turn back revolutionary movement. We 
agree with the RC's conclusion that: 

The experience of the WUO showed 
that it is possible to initiate armed 
struggle in support of national libera­
tion movements within the oppressor 
nation itself, and that the necessary 
base of support exists among people in 
the oppressor nation to sustain it. 

But this experience also shows that 
revolutionary armed struggle can only 
be sustained if it is carried out in the 
context of struggle against opportun­
ism. White and male supremacy oper­
ated within the WUO over the years as 
forces to cause the abandonment of 
armed struggle and clandestinity. 

We participated in the identification and 
exposure of the corruptness of wuo 
politics, and along with others undertook a 
struggle to rectify (overturn) the oppor­
tunist politics which we had held. However, 
in looking back to the period of rectification 
we now think that we did not take this 
struggle far enough. Once we had made a 
break with an opportunist political line and 
had defined our commitment to revolution­
ary anti-imperialism, we began to excep­
t ionalize ourselves from the struggle 
against white and male supremacy and ig­
nore the realities of that struggle among us. 
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This approach contributed to critical errors 
which enabled the State to move against us. 

In a period when opportunist politics 
were being exposed and overturned, when 
anti-imperialist movement in the oppressor 
nation was building in a new way, we 
downplayed the threat which this move­
ment and our work as part of this move­
ment represented to the State. 

The State clearly understood the poten­
tial threat of the struggle against opportun­
iem. The State's agent, Richard Gianotti 
(alias Phil Gamache), had been instructed 
to identify and track down anyone not visi­
ble to the State who shared the political 
line of Prairie Fire Organizing Committee 
and who was struggling to support national 
liberation and the liberation of women. But 
we, on the other hand, did not take the 
threat of the State seriously and did not put 
anti-imperialist poljtics in command of all 
o\ir work and relationships. This is·how we 
ended up working with the two FBI pigs in 
the first place. We began doing some politi­
cal work with these pigs even though we 
were suspicious of their stories, even though 
there were obvious problems wit!t their un­
derstanding of anti-imperialist politics, and 
even though our struggles against their 
male supremacy did not get very far. We. did 
not take responsibility for evaluating these 
·signs, investigating further and drawing the 
necessary conclusions. 

This is an extremely grave political error 
rooted in white supremacy which we must 
be accountable for particularly to the na­
tional liberation movements. Our efforts to 
build active solidarity with national libera­
tion have been set back because the State 

, was able to use our white supremacy to get 
at us. The State 'was out to smash us 
because we were struggling to fight im­
perialism. But they were able to use our 
political weaknesses to develop a relation­
ship with us which now serves as the basis 
for the phony charges and stories they are 
leveling against us. 

At this time, we can only develop a cor­
rect defense which can expose and defeat · 
COINTELPRO-type strategies if we under­
stand and root out the white and male su­
premacist politics which were· the openings 
which allowed the pigs to move against us. 
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ANTI-TERRORIST CAMPAIGN 

It is significant that our arrests came 
down at the t ime of the International 
Women's Year Convention (IWY). The spe­
cific timing of our arrests was part of the 
State's vain attempt to disrupt the strong, 
progressive movement of women which was 
taking place in Houston. By arresting us in 
the middle of the Convention and giving the 
arrests sensationalized news coverage, they 
hoped to contain the potential militance of 
women by raising the red herring of terror­
ism. Of course, what was really going on at 
Houston were the co-ordinated efforts of 
various organs of the State, like the FBI, 
and the right-wing, to control and terrorize 
the women's movement. 

As the women's movement has become a 
stronger anti-imperialist force, it has in­
creasingly become a t arget of COIN­
TELPRO-type tactics involving agent in­
filtration, surveillance, propaganda smears 
and wiretaps. We were able to see clear evi­
dence of this type of activity at IWY. When 
we were brought into the Houston FBI head­
quarters, we were angered to discover that it is 
an unmarked, unidentified building directly ad­
jacent to the Albert Thomas Convention 
Center where the IWY Convention was being 
held. Li terally dozens of agents were at the 
doors and windows-even behind the 
bushes- with b_inoculars and pens, identifying 
women around the Center. 

We were not surprised when the State­
sponsored media campaign against us 
jumped off the next day. Wild allegations as 
to the reason for our presence in Houston 
were concocted to obscure the fact that we 
were there to support the movement of 
women which was going on at IWY. We, 
like many other progressive women, at­
tended the reactionary rally held by the 
right-wing forces at the Astro Arena in 
order to better understand the operations of 
the white and male supremacist campaign 
the right-wing was building. We were ar­
rested coming out of this r a lly. 

The timing of these arrests was part of 
the same State strategy that now dictates a 
media and propaganda campaign to paint 

us as blood -thirsty assassins and terrorists. 
Over the past years, the exposures of the il­
legal and terrorist tactics which the State 
has consistently used around the world and 
in this country, mainly against Third World 
liberation movements, means that the State 
and bourgeois press can only try to justify 
their continued repressive role by depicting 
people who are fighting imperialism as 

· "lunatics" and "terrorists." 
In our case, once the fantasy is cast away, 

the actual charges being brought against us 
are pretty modest. They are conspiracy and 
possession of explosives. The result of the 
secret Grand Jury testimony where we 
could neither appear, cross-examine wit­
nesses nor examine evidence, amounts to 
this: the State is accusing us of possessing a 
small explosive device with the intent .to 
pla<;e it outside the office of State Senator 
John Briggs. We are not guilty of the 
charges against us. 

Since our arrests, the combined efforts of 
the State-courts-prosecution-Sheriffs 
Department have done everything in their 
power to subvert our struggle to defend our­
selves and expose the charges against us for 
what they are: an attempt to take the heat 
off the real crimes and terrorist activity of 
the State and men like John Briggs by sup­
pressing anti-imperialist movement. While 
Briggs, right-wing California Senator, 
pushes his death penalty initiative aimed at 
increasing the genocide of colonized Third 
World peoples, the State tries to label us as 
murderers. While Briggs conspires to ban 
lesbians and .gay men or anyone sym­
pathetic to them from teaching in Califor­
nia 's public schools, the State charges us 
with conspiracy. 

The State is a ll the more desperate 
because in the wake of the tremendous out­
put of time, agents and resources invested 
in our capture, their case against us is very 
weak. If the State had been so sure of our 
"intentions" in the situation, why didn't 
they wait to arrest us in some stage of carry­
ing out the alleged act? Although the State 
is making every effort to withhold its "evi­
dence'' from us, we have reviewed the 
charges against us, the Grand Jury 
transcripts, the declarations or" the under­
cover agents, Gianotti and Reagan, the 



summaries and the search warrant availa­
ble to us, and have concluded that the 
State's case is based on both weak and 
meager evidence from highly questionable 
sources and is based on constitutionally 
suspect surveillance, infiltration, . harass­
ment and government misconduct. This has 
consistently been proven to be the situation 
in other government attempts to charge 
political activists and revolutionaries with 
conspiracy- and it is so in our case. T he 
Seattle Seven charges were dismissed for 
lack of evidence;. the Chicago Eight over­
turned on appeal ; the Panther 21 acquitted; 
the Detroit Weathermen indictments 
thrown out to avoid exposure of govern­
ment misconduct; the Oakland Seven, ac­
quitted. This is also the kind of quicksand 
on which the government's case ~gainst us 
is built. 

EXPOSING COINTELPRO 

We are committed to use this case to 
further the exposure of COINTELPRO and 
other similar government programs which 
are mainly used as counter-insurgency 
measures against national liberation move­
ments. Although we too are targets of 
COINTELPRO-type activity, we will never 
forget the massive murder, imprisonment, 
and frame-up of Third World peoples that 
is the chief objective of such government 
programs. In the past weeks, L. Patrick 
Gray and two other high-ups in the FBI 
have been indicted by the Justice Depart­
ment for their role in illegal FBI activities 
directed against the WUO. The fact that the 
indictments are limited to misconduct 
against an oppressor nation organization, 
and do not in any way deal with the bulk of 
the State and FBI attacks which are 
directed aga~nst the Black and other na­
tional liberation struggles, . must be ex­
posed. The current indictments of a few top­
level FBI and Justice Department officials 
are a State attempt to cover up past and 
present counter-insurgency 'operations, by 
sacrificing a few fall guys. We need to push 
beyond this and use this case to obtain in­
formation and documentation of FBI ac-

, t ivities. We want to do this not just to prove 
our innocence, but to take leadership from 

'I 
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oppressed nation forces and to join with 
others to further the broad exposure of the 
US State's genocidal strategy against na­
tional liberation. 

The State is aware of our objectives and 
has been fearfully trying in every way to 
prevent such political exposure. On Febru­
ary 2, secret Grand Jury indictments were 
handed down in the case, taking the place 
of a scheduled preliminary hearing which 
we had been preparing for. The secret 
Grand Jury, composed of jurors hand­
picked by local judges, allowed the DA to 
exercise total control over the proceedings 
to make sure he got exactly the indictment 
he wanted and that no information got out 
to contradict the State's lies about us and 
our· case. We have been denied the oppor­
tunity to confront the FBI's undercover 
agents who are witnesses against us and to 
examine evidence in open court. ·The DA 
takes less than 5% of all felony cases 
through the Grand Jury. It is clear that the 
FBI is afraid. These subterranean proceed­
ings only serve to reveal· their weak case, . 

Our super high bail is another example of 
their strategy to limit our ability to press for 
exposure and put forward an analysis of the 
State and this case. We have been held four 
months, some on one-half and one on three­
quarters of a million dollars bail-despite 
the fact that the standard bail for our 
charges is only $5,000. Recently our bail 
was lowered, but thjs was only a token 
gesture since the bail is still astronomica~. 

The State claims that the purpose of bail 
is to make sure that the defendants appear 
for their trials. But this is a ridiculous effort 
to cover 'the real purpose of bail which is to 
keep defendants, over 75% of whom are 
Third World, in jail. A bail of $5,000, $500 
or $5 accomplishes the same end if it can't 
be paid. In our case, the State's hatred and 
fear of politics in solidarity with national 
liberation and women's liberation are the 
real basis for our ransoms. Supporters of 
the ·right-wing Minutemen charged with 
many more serious counts of the same 
charges as us, including possession of vir-. 
tual armories, have been released on their 
own recognizance or on bails of $15,000 or 
less. Bail is meant to support white suprem­
acy and suppress movement against it. 
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Judith Bissell and Leslie Mull in 

THE FIGHT AGAINST 
WHITE AND MALE SUPREMACY 

CONTINUES 

In developing a strategy to counter the 
State's a ttacks, we have been involved in 
continual struggles with our own pulls 
towards white supremacist definitions and 
conceptions of this case and politics of our 
defense. Historically, the fight for pro per 
status has been advanced by Third World 
peoples, like Ruchell Magee, Skyhorse and 
Mohawk, who have taken leadership of 
their own cases in the fight to break through 

·~ .___ 

credit: courtroom sketch by T F 

the totally white supremacist terms of 
"legal" trials. 

We undertook a struggle for pro per rights 
ourselves because we knew that our politics 
were on trial in this case and we wanted to 
be able to speak to those politics. In order 
for us, the women, to get pro per we had to 
confront the male supremacy which has 
denied women the same rights as men to 
represent themselves. We saw that women, 
particularly Black women at SBI (Sybil 
Brand Institute in Los Angeles, where the 







this case on an anti-imperia list basis. With­
in these struggles we have become clearer 
about the importance of women's leader­
phip in developing the fight against white 
and ma le supremacist terms and concep­
tions. 

THE CARROT AND THE STICK 
IN PRISON 

Being in jail for the past months has 
starkly shown us how white and male su­
premacy are used to control people on the 
inside as well as on the outside. The white 
and male domination and almost total con­
trol which the jail has over the most minute 
details of our lives is an exaggerated reflec­
tion of our experience growing up as women 
in the US. There is no autonomy, respon­
sibility or dignity without a struggle. We are 
girls, ladies, broads; there is virtually no 
decision you can make on your own, includ­
ing when to dress or go to sleep or whether 
you can put sugar in your coffee. You have 
no rights, only privileges-and. these can be 
withdrdwn at any time. 

It is possible to get more privileges based 
on white supremacy and cooperation and 
collaboration. It seems like more white 
women than Black or Third World women 
become trustees or get choice work assign­
ments, although we do not have stat istics 
on this. 

In special housing-high security lock 
down-wher,e we have been since our ar­
rests, there are two classifications. 
"Dangerous'' prisoners like ourselves are 
housed in Section 5000, a primarily white sec­
tion. Section 4000 is over 50% B"lack and Third 
World, and women in this section are classified 
for "Mental Observation." The security is 
equal in the two sections but the treatment of 
prisoners in 4000 is the worst in the whole jail, 
with the least privileges. It is also the place in 
jail where women's solidarity and concern for 
each other is strongest. 

Because we are political prisoners and 
were pro pers, we are treated somewhat 
differently from other prisoners. On the one 
hand, there is a tremendous amount of 
security and harassment that comes down 
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on us and our visitors. We are separated 
from other women to a large, though not 
total, extent with the incredible explana­
tion that it is to protect both us and other 
prisoners:·on the other hand, the threat of 
police violence that always hovers over 
Black and Brown prisoners has been less so 
for us. Our treatment can in no way be com­
pared to the brutalization of political 
prisoners like Assat.a Shakur, Dessie Woods 
or the Bedford Hills and North Carolina 
sisters. The Sheriff's office also made it 
clear while we were pro per that they wanted 
the price of our representing ourselves to be 
exceptionalizing us from the other women 
prisoners. They ha d a deliberate organizing 
strategy to tell other women that you have 
to be a genius to represent yourself. This is 
one of the ways they tried to subvert the 
meaning of winning the law library for 
prisoners besides ourselves. T alking to 
other women has helped break this down 
and has taught us how women, especially 
Third World women, have been struggling 
to defend themselves for years without a 
law library, without books, but armed with 
conviction, consciousness and dignity. 

* * * * * 
Since being arrested we have been pushed 

to take on the struggle against white and 
male supremacy in the world and in our­
selves in sharper ways than ever before. 
Being in the hands of the State makes the 
choices involved in supporting anti-im­
perialist politics very clear. We are con­
stantly seeing how alliance with whi te 
and male supremacy could make our lives 
easier- in the short r un. This recognition 
has made us grasp more firmly that we can­
not defeod an~i-imperialist politics or buil.d 
solidarity with national liberation unless 
we are committed to fighting the pulls 
towards white and m ale supremacy at every 
turn and refu'se to make compromises. 

Since our a rrests, polit ical support and 
struggle of comrades has been essential in 
giving us strength and helping us figure out 
what needs to be done. We would like to be 
in struggle with other comrades and forces 
and welcome communication to that end. 

Venceremos! 
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rob us of our natural resources such as copper, nickel, petroleum, the air, our land, and so on. All 
these maneuvers, companeros, are geared towards the conversion of Puerto Rico into a military 
and industrial embankment from which they can continue exploiting and encroaching on the en­
tire world, particularly our Latin American and Caribbean brothers. But inside the United 
States, these maneuvers are geared to strengthen the oppression of the Chicano/Mexicano, the 
Black, Native American and Asian people. 

In order to give all these plans a legal character they announce statehood for Puerto Rico. 
Under imperialism, Puerto Rico will a lways be a colony; only by statehood it becomes a legal col­
ony. And this [is] where I would like to begin to denounce the repression that the shareholders of 
Wall Street are ca rrying out as part of an escalation of violence and terror against the Puerto 

- Rican workers in order to satisfy their colonial accomplices. This account is in reference to 
the [UTIERJ workers' strike or the Autoridad de las Fuentes Fluviales [Water Resources Ad­
ministration] or the electric company. Wall Street a lso te~ls its colonial bosses "You want to be 
Americans, then prove your loyalty to us. Repress the workers of the Union de Trabajadores de la 
Autoridad Metropolitana de Autobuses [TUAMA] a lso, and see if you can convince us." To prove 
this, the Yankees have given the colonia l bosses all the assistance they need because they want to 
demoralize these two strikes. For in doing so they will a lso demoralize the independentista sector. 
This will enable them to continue their plans fof the exploitation of Puerto Rico. Wall Street has 
a lso told the colonia l bosses, "You have petroleum. Help us get it, because we need it." 

The coJonia l bosses, in order to prove that they are more American than Nixon, readily ac­
cepted the plan of the executioners of the imperialist plan. This is why they refused to settle the 
strike, hoping the strikers would eventua lly give in. But the strikers have learned many lessons 
from previous experiences. The AFF strike is two months old. Over 200 acts of sabotage [have 
been committed] which have resulted in the loss of_over $4 million. Out of these 200 acts, 65 of 
them were with explosives. 

The strike has captured the attention of a ll the Puerto Rican people. Practically all the working 
class sectors have uncondit ionally supported the strike. Simultaneously, the independentista sec­
tor has begun to reorganize in such a way that they are able to strike at the enemy without being 
repressed. 

"Los golpes ensenan" or: "The whacks teach you a lesson" is a Puerto Rican saying, and a 
good example of this is the Popular Front that was organized aga inst the Marine forces in Vie­
ques. The people of Vieques have learned their lesson well, as was evidenced by their r~cent 
demonstration with courage and dign ity, when 40 fishermen, along with their families, were able 

. to interrupt the operations that imperialist forces carry out on Vieques. I will relate more to th is 
later. · 

There is a popular imperialist saying that goes, "The big fish will swallow the little fish." But the 
r~ality is another thing. The big fish will swallow the little fish if the little one is not organized, 
and only if the little fish allows the big fish to choose where and when to confront each other. Evi­
dence that midgets can struggle against giants is the heroic example of Vietnam. The 
Chicano/Mexicano and Puerto Rican can struggle together to avoid precisely that imperialism 
swallow us up one by one. The ants are little but they come together and they drag big worms to 
their caves, and there consume them. The Puerto Rican and Chicano/Mexicano people along with 
the Latin American and Caribbean countries can do the same to defeat the enormous imperialist 
worm. 

Unfortunately at the present time the Puerto Rican and Chicano/Mexicano people do not have 
sufficient support within the North American left. The left in this country is intoxicated with 
Marxist theories that they learned at imperialist universities. At the present time this left cannot 
see what is going on in Puerto Rico as a result of a plan which is not simply historica l or theoreti­
cal speculation but a concrete reality. This concrete reality is the massive genocide of the Puerto 
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INTRODUCTION 

Around the world, national liberation 
struggles against imperialism are moving 
towards victory through the determined 
armed struggles of entire peoples. Over the 
past 30 years, national liberation move­
ments have shown that there is no way to 
oppose the armed might of imperia lism ex­
cept with the armed power of the people. 
However, within the white left of the US op­
pressor nation, the subject of armed strug­
gle has primarily been dea lt with in 
abstract, academic term·s-a remote ques­
tion of debate about other people or the dis­
tant future. The urgent need to take up the 
responsibility which oppressor nation peo­
ple have to act in solidarity with national 
liberat ion, has mainly been denied. When 
the issue of armed struggle is taken up, the 
particular situation of white people within 
the US has usually been ignored. For mem­
bers of the oppressor nation to take the 
issue of armed struggle seriously, we must 
understand how white and male supremacy 
have determined white people's relation­
ship to armed force historically, and how 
this affects the oppressor nation working 
class today. This is absolutely necessary in 
order to develop a revolutionary polit ics 
and strategy which can support concretely 
t~e strategies of national liberation move; 
ments. 

In November, 'five anti-imperialists, in­
cluding Clayton Va n Lydegraf, a leading 
member of PFOC,. were arrested on charges 
of conspiracy and the possession of ex­
plosive devices. This State attack on anti­
imperialism and PFOC coincides with the 
escalating international campaign against 
"terrorism". This is imperia lism's response 
to the armed victories being won around the 
world. (See PFOC public statement for a 
fuller analysis.) 

In responding to this arrest and the 
heightening contradictions between anti­
imperialist m<;>vement and the US im­
perialist State, we see the importance of 
analyzing the history of armed struggle in 
the US particularly in the last twenty years 
.to learn the lessons which that history con- · 
tains. We believe that open struggle over 











page 76/BREAKTHROUGH 

with wars against the slave raiding parties. 
It continued on the slave ships. Whenever 
they could Black slaves revolted, seizing the 
ships and returning to Africa. In the slave 
plantations of t he Caribbean, Latin 
America and the US, slaves ran away and 
liberation heroes such as Gabriel Prosser, 
Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner formed 
guerrilla armies and plotted war and · 
sabotage against the white slave owners. In 
the 1960's massive urban revolts of Bla~k 
people burned the "inner cities" of the US. 
SNCC, RAM, the Black Panthers organized 
armed self-defense and the Black Libera­
t ion Army emerged to counter the increas­
ing repression against the Black movement. 

In the Mexicano/Chicano nation, the 
history of armed.resistance to political, mi­
litary and cultural occupation has the same 
continuous character. From Juan Cortina 
toLasGorrasBlancas toReiesTijerina and 
the struggle in Tierra Amarilla, armed ac­
tion to resist imperialist takeover of lands 
and lives has played a key role. 

The Puerto Rican people have fought 
fiercely throughou t their history against 
colonia list domination- from Betances and 
the Grito de Lares to the attack on the 
House of Representatives in 1954 and the 
development of the F ALN. 

* * * * * * 

Women of oppressed nations have been in 
the forefront of their nations' struggles for 
self-dete~mination, independence and 
sovereignty. The women of VietNam and 
Africa have demonstrated women's enor­
mous capacity to participate in all areas of 
national liberation struggle including 
armed struggle. The fierce repression which 
US imperialism has brought to bear on 
courageous women like Lolita Lebron and 
Assata Shakur exposes the threat which 
women fighting in national liberation strug­
gles represents to the US State. 

Women of oppressed nations have led in 
exposing the use of white and male suprem­
acist violence against women as an instru­
ment of colonial control. In Viet Nam, 

women formed Committees to Defend 
the Right to Live to combat the rape and 
violence against women and children which 
was being used to terrorize ·the whole na­
tion. In the US, women like Dessie Woods, 
Joan Littl.e, Yvonne Wanrow and Inez Gar­
cia have fought against rape and violent 
sexual attack, taking a stand against the 
history of colonial violence against T hird 
World women. 

The leading role which oppressed nation 
women have been playing in armed strug­
gles around the world , begins to overturn 
the historic disarmament of women which 
began with the origins of class society. 

The transition from primitive commun­
ism to exploitative class society was accom­
panied by the development of the domina­
tion of men over women. The overthrow ·of 
th~ system of mother right (descent through 
the mother) and matriarchy, was not ac­
complished over night. It was a long strug­
gle which often took violent forms. Some 
evidence of this can be seen in the myths 
which tell of ma le heroes conquering 
Amazon nations in bloody wars. These 
violent struggles finally resulted in male 
rule which was guaranteed on all levels of 
society through the domination of all 
women by men. Since this time, women 
have been denied the use of weapons in 
order to control women and assure their 
powerless position . The disarmament of 
women has been necessary to perpetuate 
class rule. The full participation of women 
in victorious n ationa l liberation movements 
has shown that the arming of women is an 
essential part of social revolution. 

The relationship of white women to arms 
must be understood in the context of the 
history of armed' struggle within the op­
pressor nation as a whole. 

* * * * * * 

The imperialist State could never have 
maintained terrorist control against op­
pressed nations without a mass base of sup­
port and cooperation in the oppressor na­
tion. Overall in the history of the US, the 
white working class has allied with the rul-
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Angolan women march in Luanda, May Day 1976. The armed mobilization of colonized 
women is essential to the victory of national liberation. 









premacy operate to pull white people away 
from revolution. It points out the necessity 
of naming those pulls and fighting them ev­
ery step of the way. These are lessons we 
need to lea rn if we are serious about mak­
ing revolution, and breaking with oppor­
tunism. The imperialists will always give 
cover and support to opportunism on the 
left because the rulers understand that the 
politics and strategy of opportunism lead 
people away from revolution. Opportunist 
politics are about compromise, conciliation 
and peace with the empire and its most 
backward elements. 

Right now, the (juan/ian is a leading 
representative of the polit ics of betrayal of 
anti-imperialist movement. Politics which 
deny the leading role of national liberation 
within the US, which denounce the F ALN 
and the armed actions of the five Nation­
a list prisoners, the BLA and the Red Army 
Faction as "terrorist'·' or "narrow na­
tionalist" - protect the US State. Politics 
that preach about a mult i-nat iona l working 
class, ca ll police murder of Black children 
an example of class exploitation rather 
than national oppression and deny that US 
history is one of conquest and enslavement 
actua lly collude with attempts by the State 
to smash national ident ity and the revolu­
tionary leadership provided by oppressed 
nations. The Guardian tries to dictate to the 
oppressed nations that they must hold back 
their struggle unt il white workers are 
massively fighting the system. This puts na­
tional liberat ion struggles on the t imetable 
of the oppressor nation. Waiting till the ma­
jority of the white working class is ready to 
take up arms means that the most back­
ward get to determine the struggle for the 
most advanced. Despite the fact that the 
Guardian professes to be anti-revisionist, in 
reality its politics are the same as those of 
the revisonist CP's of South America which 
attacked Che and the MIR or the politics of 
the CPUSA which are those of peaceful 
transition, pacifism and class collabora ­
tion. 

Silber, the Guardian·s editor, uses other 
arguments to attack armed struggle. He 
argues that a rmed actions give the State the 
opportun ity to denounce ' " real'' armed 

• 
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struggle and help convince the masses to 
0 

support State repression. This is the same 
argument that the Chilean CP used to at­
tack the MIR. This argument denies that 
people are capable of understanding any­
thing about the real violence which the im­
perialist system is based on an<:f the need to 
fight armed force of the State with the 
armed resistance of the people. By insisting 
that " real" armed struggle is mass armed 
warfare, Silber belies the history of armed 
struggles which began with a relatively 
small number of active pa rticipants and 
then grew to the stage of People's War. 
Such an opportunist line on armed struggle 
only helps US imperialism maintain its 
stranglehold on oppressed nations around 
the world as well as on the oppressor nation 
working class. 

* * * * * * 
In the arrest of the LA 5 and the elabor­

ate program of infiltrati9n and surveillance 
which led to their arrests, we can see that 
the State is determined to contain white 
people who are struggling for revolutionary 
politics and against opportunist stands on 
armed struggle. The LA 5 are five comrades 
who support the political line of the Revolu­
tionary Committee which split from the 
former Weather Underground Organization 
because of its white and male supremacist 
politics and its abandonment of a revolu­
tionary position on armed struggle. The 
State r~cognized the threat of people who 
held politics which speak to the respon­
sibility of oppressor nation people to act in 
solidarity with the armed struggle of op­
pressed nations and targeted them accor­
dingly. 

These -arrests have shown us the absolute 
need to understand the State's strategy and 
its methods of operating to suppress move­
ment within the oppressor nation which has 
the potential to challenge imperialism. It 
has a lso pushed us to see that revolutionary 
struggle within the oppressor nation cannot 
move forward unless we correctly analyze 
our history and our weaknesses and thor­
oughly overturn the errors which have per­
sistently characterized white people's rela-
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! BUILD THE ! 
1 ZIMBABWE l 
l MEDICAL DRIVE I 
t t t . The Zimbabwe Medical Drive is a worldwide campaign init iated by the Zimbabwe African t 
t National Union (ZANU) to support the liberation fighters in Zimbabwe by raising medical t 

supplies and building political solidarity. All donations will be channeled through ZANU to 
t the Patriotic Front. The medical supplies will be used to care for the libera.tion fighters and t 
t ·their families, refugees and the people in the liberated territories of Zimbabwe. t 
t The people of Zimbabwe believe that 1978 will be the decisive year in their struggle against t 
t colonial and imperialist domination. As the Patriotic Front nears military victory, Ian & 

Smith, the US and other imperialist powers are scrambling to try to force neo-colonialism ' 
t onto the people of Zimbabwe. This is a particularly critica l time for progressive peoples t 
t throughout the world to show their solidarity with the just struggle of the Zimbabwean peo- t 
t ple. PF~)_C urg~s all individ~als to c~ntribute ge~erousl_y, and all organizations and groups t 
& to mobthze thetr membershtps to bulld the Medtcal Dnve.. · & 

' Tax deductible contribu tions should be made out to: Zimbabwe Medical Drive/Third ' 
t World Fund. Send checks and requests for more information or literature to: t 
t t t Zimbabwe Medical Drive t 

P.O. Box 1211 
t San Mateo, CA 94401 t 
t t 
t VICTORY TO THE t 

l PATRIOTIC FRONT! I 
L--------~-----~------------J. 
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JOIN IN SOLIDARITY 
W-ITH RAF! 

A Call to Defend the Red Army Faction, 
Excerpted from the Emergency 
International Russell Tribunals 

The followiQg excerpts are taken from a 
document issued by the Russell Emergency 
Conference* which calls on progressive · 
forces to defend the Red Army Faction 
prisoners of war in West Germany. Revo lu­
tionary and progressive forces in Europe 
are moving to establish an international in­
vestigation of the government murders of 
RAF members Andreas Baader, Gudrun 
Ensslin, and Jan Raspe; and the attempted 
murder of Irmgard Moller . These attacks 
were carried out at maximum security 
Stammheim prison on October 18, 1977, by 
German state security in coordination with 
its commando raid in Somalia against 
Palestinian guerrillas . T hese executions, 
labelled as "suicides," fo llow the killing ot 

· other RAF members in jail: Ulrike Meinhof, 
raped and hanged in her cell in 1976, and 
others who died because medical care was 
deliberately denied them. 

The blatant German state murder of the 
RAF prisoners was met by armed attack!:> 
a nd street demonstrations qf tens of thou­
sands who struck at German imperial 
targets in France, Italy and elsewhere in 
Europe. The Palestinians who hijacked the 
German airplane in Somalia put forward 
demands in solidarity with captured RAF 
prisoners, demanding their release from 
prison. The imperialist response was the 
commando raid, and headlines proclaiming 

*We have reproduced these document~ with­
out editorial · changes, as we had no Ger~an 
origina l against which to check the translatton. 

"Germany's Entebbe," made West German 
collaboration with Israel in attacking 
Palestinian guerrilla fighters a clear fact. 

We need to understand the basis and con­
nections of the highly repressive actions of 
the German state, the repression developing 
across Europe, and the moves within the 
US to develop greater "anti-terrorist" mili­
tary forces . The murder of these comrades 
is part of the intensifying imperialist mili­
tary and propaganda campaign aga inst 
··terrorism." This campaign is primarily a 
response to the victories of national libera­
tion struggle on a world scale, and also 
against organizations and movements in 
the oppre!:>sor nations of the US, Western 
Europe a nd Japan who fight in solidarity 
with national liberation against imperial­
ism. The media barrage against "terror­
ism" is imperialism's cover for their fascist 
attacks on oppressed nation peoples, move­
ments and leadership. Steven Biko and 
many others are murdered in pol ice custody 
in Azania; Israel bombs Palestinian towns 
and refugee camps claiming they are ter­
rorist ba~es; and in the US national libera­
tion fighters like George Jackson are mur­
dered in prison. In the oppressor nation!:>, at 
times when white people have engaged in 
armed solidarity with national liberation, 
they have come under murderous attack as 
with the RAF and SLA. 

West Germany, an integral part of the 
world -wide imperialist system, is t ied into 
the political /economic interests and 



strategies of t he US empire. German 
counter-insurgency forces operated with the 
full support of a number of European 
governments in their search for the RAF 
guerr illas, mobili zing right-wing in ­
telligence/snitch networks of people who 
colla borated with the state to repress all 
"suspic ious characters~'' Under the 
umQrella of US military protection such as 
the neutron bomb, Germany is flexing its 
imperialist muscles, leasing one-tenth of 
Zaire from Mobutu , much of which is to be 
used as a missile testing ground. West Ger­
many is involved in plans to transport 
white Rhodesian settlers from a soon-to-be­
liberated Zimbabwe to development pro­
jects in Bolivia. It has made major invest­
ments and payments to the Zioni&t state of 
Israel while at the same time encouraging 
the rise of anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi move­
ments of the same type as that which 
developed around Nazi war criminal Her­
bert Kappler, who was ·smuggled back to 
Germany from a prison hospital in Rome. 
And like other European imperialist 
powers, West Germany has based much of 
its internal economy on the importation of 
nationally oppressed workers from 
Southern Europe, North Africa, and Asia. 

All this is background for the develop­
ment of RAF, referred to as the Baader­
Meinhof gang after its founders Ulrike 
Meinhof and Andreas Baader. The RAF 
and other armed organizations grew OtJt of 
the militant mass movements in the 1960's 
of young German students and workers 
who opposed imperia lism and rejected the 
opportunist, revisionist leadership of the 
Euro-communist old- left parties and 
organizations. The RAF and other 
organizatio n s th r oughout Europe 
developed specifically in solida rity with the 
national liberation struggles of the In­
dochinese and Palestinian peoples. The • 
RAF undertook armed actions against the 
US military presence in Germany and its 
role in the genocidal war against the Viet­
namese nation. Following a 1972 attack on 
a US Army computer complex which 
programmed bdmbing runs over North 
Vietnam, RAF members were asked by the 
press, "whether you have by riow recognized 
violence against things and human beings 
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... doesn't produce solidarity but is 
repulsive, or de;> you want to continue it?'' 
In a jointly. drafted reply the RAF sa id: 

The question is: Repulsive to whom? 
In Hanoi pur pictures were hung on 
sidewalk fences, because the bombing 
in Heidelberg for which the RAF took 
responsibility has destroyed a com­
puter which had programmed and 
directed US bombing runs against 
North Vietnam. American officers and 
soldiers and politicians felt repulsed 
because they felt reminded of Vietnam, 
not secure anymore in the rear area. 
This results from the structure of im­
perialism: that it must secure its power 
basis, domestic and foreign, in the 
metropolis and in the Third World pri­
marily by military means, through 
military alliances, military interven­
tion, counterguerrilla and "internal 
security" -enlargement of its power 
apparatus internally. In the face of im­
perialism's potential for violence there 
is no revolutionary politics without 
solving the question of violence in each 
phase of revolutionary organizing." 

RAF fighters have engaged in bank ex­
propriations, bombings, kidnappings, and 
in recent years have developed a high level 
of solidarity and co-ordination with Palesti­
nian freedom fighters. The actions of the 
RAF have demonstrated the importance of 
the leading role of women in anti-im­
perialist struggle in oppressor nations· 
around the world. 

In the United States and in Europe, op­
portunist forces like the Guardian have 
united with the imperialist state, blaming 
the anti-imperialist fighters for the fascist 
repression developing in Germany, and 
branding the RAF as anarchists and ter­
rorists. These politics abandon and reject 
the responsibility of the white left in this 
country to defend and be in solidarity with 
these comrades who are under attack. Such 
a sweeping condemnation of the RAF cuts 
off our a bility to learn important lessons 
from the revolutionary movements in 
Europe, concerning the history and prac­
tice of oppressor nation solidarity with tht: 
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Vietnamese, African and especially the 
Palestinian national libera~ion struggles; 
and about the leading role of women in 
anti-imperialist solidarity and in the fight 
against the imperialist/capitalist state at all 
levels. 

PFOC believes that anti-imper ialists 
must take up support for the RAF prisoners 
of war. We need to expose imperialism's 
counter-revolutionary offensive which is 
aimed primarily at national liberation 
struggles in an attempt to discredit and 
destroy them as "terrorists.'' We do not 
take up this history and the defense of the 
remaining RAF fighters and the need to 
support the call to investigate and expose 

the German government for its Gaunter­
revolutionary terror, in order to engage in a 
full analysis or exposition of the political 
lines, v!ews and practice of the RAF and 
other armed revolutionary groups in 
Europe. This task is beyond the scope of 
this introduction, although it is important. 
PFOC is reprinting the Russell Emergency 
Conference materials in an effort to begin 
identifying and building solidarity with in­
ternationalism which is under severe at­
tack. PFOC and a ll progressive a nd revolu­
tionary forces must place the responsibility 
for the murders where it clearly lies-with 
the imperia l ist state and its carefully 
orchestrated campaign against revolution­
aries. 

(EXCERPTS) Emergency lntern·ational 
Russell Tribunals 

Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin and Jan Carl Raspe have been murdered. lrmgard Moller survived 
this massacre, but her life is in danger. Up until now there were only three visits of her lawyers allowed. · 

Statement of Jutta Bahr-Jendges (lrmgard's lawyer): 
" ... during the night from Monday to Tuesday at about four o'clock in the morning lrmgard Moller 

heard noises in the corridor. She called loudly and had the impress ion that Jan Carl Raspe answered. 
Shortly afterwards at about 4:30a.m., she was unconscious. When she woke up again, she found herself 
lying on a barrow with blood all over her. lrmgan.l Moller did not know up until Saturday that Jan -Carl 
Raspe was dead. She did only see her lawyer five days after the even ts. lrmgard Moller said thm there is 
a possibility of gas polluting the cells ... " 

The International Committee investigating the circumstances of Ulrike Mcinhof's death came to the 
solution that she could not have killed hcrsel f. 

The method to cover up murder by calling it suicide is in accordance with what has become known 
about CIA research projects: Already in 196 t' the CIA started to buikl up a constantly present mur.der po­
tential , which means the breeding of murder comma11dos.' Furthcrmore they investigated the ope rative 
usc or drugs and other chemical biological remedies in order to eliminate political enemies through so­
called suicides or accidents. 

By analyzing the negotiations the prisoners had with the Federal Chancellor's Oflice just the day 
before their death, one can see that the power of decision was in their hands. The Federal Chancellor's 
omce, wnich is headed by Manfred Schuler, is the coordination office of the German Federal In­
telligence Services, which have been built up after 1945 in the Federal Republic of Germany by the CIA. 
Which means that it was also dght there where the decision to kill the prisoners was made. The prisoners 
left three letters for Schuler in case of their execution. We demand that these letters are published. 

The project of eliminating the prisoners has been prepared over a long period of time: 
By a lengthy hunger strike of the prisoners-Juring which at last 100 prisoners had joined-the 
Baden Wurttemberg Ministry of Justice was forced to accept the demands of the prisoners and the medi­
cal experts to concentrate the political prisoners immediately--also the prisoners from other parts of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and start to extend the prison ward. 

More than two months later eight prisoners were granted to see and communicate with each other for' 
four hours a day in Stammheim Prison (Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Jan Carl Raspe, lrmgard 
Mffiler, Ingrid Schubert, Wolfgang Beer, Werner Hoppe, and Helmut Pohl). 
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Because of these measures there was a minimal control over each others lives. On the 8th of August 
the prisoners were attacked by a police commando of 40 pigs, beaten brutally and again totally isolated. 
With this development the five year long struggle of the prisoners for better prison conditions was 
thrown right back to the beginning point. In spite of the hunger and thirst strike lasting for 24 days -the 
isolation was not ended, but on the contrary the government was talking about letting the prisoners die 
and tore apart the group of eight prisoners. Werner Hoppe, Wolfgang Beer, Helmut Pohl and Ingrid 
Schubert were deported to other jails. Amnesty International, the Russell Peace Foundation and the 
World's Church Council intervened without success. It was obvious that the responsible persons in the 
Federal Republic of Germany were planning to act according to the NATO Anti-Subversive warfare 
strategy, where one can find under the title "elimination of the leaders" the following statement: " ... 
to eliminate the leaders. Without leaders small groups tend to fall apart or break up because of internal 
differences, which is positive for the Security Forces." The murder of the prisoners-the final solution-
in Stammheim was directly ahead. · 

In this situation on the 5th of September Schleyer was kidnapped. After it already had been attempted 
· to kill the lawyers working in the Bureau Croissant by a bomb attack, the lawyer Armin Newerla and his 
co-worker Joachim Oellwo were arrested at fhe end of August, on the third of October the lawyer Arndt 
Muller and Gabriele Heim were interned and Volker Speitel and Rosemarie Pries were arrested on their 
way back from Denmark. All the arrested comrades were members of the International Defense Com­
mittee for -Political Prisoners, Section W -Germany, all of them were working in Russell-Groups concern­
ing the situation of the political prisoners here. 

In the course of fhe numerous searches in the lawyer's bureau and in homes of comrades working in 
the office most of the material in reference to the situation of the pol itical prisoners, which was meant for 
the Russell-Tribunal and Amnesty International was confiscated. 

They also confiscated defense documents for the trials by calling them "stiffs". 
On the 14th of October the workers left in the lawyer's office had to move the last material and docu­

ments out of the office by order of the Criminal Bureau: This means the almost complete destruction of 
political defense in W-Germany. 

The exclusion of public control over the situation of the political prisoners was " legal ized" afterwards 
by pushing the new "non-contact law" rapidly through the parliament. 

"The terrorists should know, that the killing of Hanns-Martin Schleyer, will have negative effects on 
the imprisoned terrorists." (President of Ministers, .Kuhn, Welt 14.9.77) 

On the 18th of October Gudrun Emislin, Andreas Baader and Jan-Carl Raspe were murdered. 
The attempt of the SPD to integrate the Russell Tribunal as a "Tribunal against Berufsverbote" in their 

strategy has fai led now by the physical elimination of their opposition. The tribunal will also include the· 
offences against human rights in the treatment of the political prisoners, which means elimination 
programs by total isolation and the murder of Holger Meins, Siegfried Hausner, Katharina Ham­
merschmidt, Ulrike Meinhof, Gudrun Enssl in, Jan-Carl Raspe and Andreas Baader. 

This is why the SPD and especially Brandt are trying to stop the tribunal on the offences against 
human rights in the Federal Republic of Germany. " I will tell the initiators in London that they are not 
welcome in W-Germany and W-Berlin for this occasion." (Brandt 13.10) 

We are of the opinion that it is absolutely necessary to cart for a Russell-Emergency Conference, 
where the following points should be discussed: 

-the massacreinStammheimand the non-contact law 
-the destruction ofpolitical tlef"enseand the pursuit o(Russeii-Groups 
-Mogadishu: the attack of the GSG 9 (anti-terrorist special group), the murder of three Palestine 

comrades, international coopcration (active invol vcment ofthcS AS, rorexamplc) 
-man hunt and hysteria in Germany and other Europcan countries. 
We ask you to initiate new Russell-Groups working on these offences against human rights. Which 

means to collect material, publish and forward it to the Russell Tribunal. In this conference there should 
not only be the groups which have already been working on this subject over a long period of time, but all 
people who want to make the facts known in public. 

We demand that all Russell-Groups support the demands of the political prisoners for concentration in 
association groups of at least 15 prisoners-which means the application of the minimum guarantees of 
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the Gen'eva Convention. 
We are sure that Gudrun, Andreas and Jan have been murdered and that it was attempted to murder 

Irmgard. 
As the only one who survived the massacre on the seventh noor in the Stammheim jail Irmgard's life 

is immediately endangered. • 
" l rmgard Moller declares: at no time was there any agreement of common suicide between Andreas 

Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Jan-Carl Raspe and herself. She has not attempted to commit suicide. She did 
not innict herself by four punctures in the right side of her breast. Her last perceptions before she 
became unconscious were two explosion noises and a squeezing noise. This was on Tuesday, 18th Octo­
ber 1977 at about 4:30a.m . 

"Except of two visits of her lawyer on the 22nd and 24th of October Irmgard Moller has not had any 
contact with her lawyer up until today. Furthermore she has no newspapers and no radio. She did not 
know about the death of Raspe, Baader and Ensslin and the events at Mogadishu Airport until she was 
told by her lawyer during the first visit." (Press statement by her lawyer, Jutta Bahr-Jendges) 

The version of the W -German state authorities masking three murders and one attempted murder as 
suicides, " to push of the position of the sympathizers" (Herold) was already tried after the murder of 
Ulrike M~inhof. 

After the murders in Stammheim the International Commission for the· Investigation of the circums­
tances of Ulrike ·Meinhors death declared publicly that .Uirike Meinhof could not have committed 
suicide. The case of Irmgard Moller shows that the authorities are determined to carry out their project of 
physical destruction of the RAF prisoners. 

Although her period of detention, wh_ich was 4-1/2 years, is over since half a year, she is still in jail (in­
ternment) just because of the statement of the chief witness Muller, whose incredibil ity was confirmed 
by the court in Kaiserslautern. 

The only reasori for this measure is her planned murder; therefore the lotal isolation is still carried on 
in spite of the information to the contrary by the state. authorities. 

On 22nd October the period of non-contact was formally ended by the Secretary for Justice, Vogel. 
. It is a fact, however, that nothing changed except visits of lawyers and relatives can take place again; 

that means: no contact with other prisoners, no newspapers (or just censored ones), no radio, etc. 
We ask the anti-fascist, socialist , communist and democratic force here and abroad, especially the 

Russell-Groups fighting against the violations of human rights in West Germany, to en force the release 
of Irmgard Moller by publishing the fact that political prisoners have- been murdered in W-German jails . 

. . 
WE DI~MAND THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF IRi\H; ARD i\IOU.Im! 

WE DEMAND AN APPEAL FOR A:"' 1:'-JTER:"'ATIO:"'t\ 1. INVESTH;ATIO:"' COi\li\IITrEE .TO 
SOLVE THE nRCl1MSTA:'-JCES OF THE ASSASSINATIO:'-JS A~D THE .\TTEMPTED 

i\ll1R DER I :'-l ST A" :\I H Eli\1 ! 

WE ARE PLAN:'II:"'G A:"/ I YfER'JATIO:"J,\1. .\CTIO:"' l)A Y FOR TilE IU:t.E.\ SE OF 
IRMGARO MOLLER AND FOR THE CO'JCE'JTRATIO:'-l OF POLITICAl. PRISO:"'ERS. 1:"1 

ASSOCIATIO:"' GROl'PS OF .\T LEAST Fl ~TEE~ 0'\1 DECE:\IBEI~ Ill. 1977. 

Coordination and Contact Office: 
Verlag Ergebnisse und Perspektiven, Hamburger Allee 59, 
6 Frankfurt 90, tel. 0611-5972565 
All participants of the Russell Emergency Conference 

Dear Comrades, 
On the 5th and 6th of November a Russell Emergency Conference took place in Frankfurt organized 

by various Russell-Groups and other organizations because of the assassinations of Gudrun, Andreas and 
Jan (see the Appeal for a national Russell Emergency Conference.) 
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During this conference a coordination committee was initiated (the first meeting took place on 
November 10, 1977). This committee should make the cooperation of all these groups fighting against 
the most serious violations of the human rights in the Federal Republic of Germany~trategy of 
destruction and the elimination of political prisoners-possible. 

During the conference six groups were created working on the following subject: the contradictions in 
the suicide propaganda of the state apparatus and the murders in their political context. 

Group 1 

The prison conditions of the political 
prisoners 

a) the non-contact period for the 
preparation of the killings 

b) campaign for the application of the 
minimum guarantees of the Geneva 
Convention, which means the 
concentration of political prisoners in 
groups of at least 15. 

Group 2 

Investigation of the Stammheim events 

Group 3 

International connections of the Federal 
Republic of Germany 
Model Germany for West Europe: 

that means the political situation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany during the 
time between Schleyer's kidnapping up 
until the assassinations 
for example the immediate intervention 
of the SAS in Mogadishu 
the relationship between W -Germany 
and Somalia 

Group 4 

Psychological warfare 
propagandistic preparation of the killings 

Group 5 

The policy of the small and big emergency 
staff, which means the policy of that team 
that made the decisions 

a) not to exchange the prisoners under 
any circumstances 

b) the attack of the GSG 9 in Mogadishu 
c) sacrificing Schleyer 

Group 6 

Man hunt 
Measures in Germany and abroad 
Cooperation of German and foreign 
authorities 

Hans-Martin Schleyer, "former" Nazi and a high-rank­
ing German imperialist, was captured by RAF forces 
to enforce their demands for the release of their im­
prisoned comrades. Schleyer was executed when RAF 
demands were met with the assassination of jailed 

RAF members. 





BREAKTHROUGH/page 95 

The special perfidy within this "integration programme" is, that the demand of the three first collec­
tive hunger strikes was "an end to the isolation" which meant the integration into the normal execution 
of punishment, which is used now and turned against th~ prisoners. During the third hunger strike with 
this demand Holger Meins was murdered by starvation; in October 1975 the Federal Law Court reacted 
to the hunger strike of the politis::al prisoners by legalizing a lawless state of permanent emergency, in 
which the prisoners can be tortured and murdered, because "it is only a very small minority within the 
public". (Decision of the Federal Law Court) 

Considering the fact that the state conducts the dispute in the lawless state of permanent emergency, 
the prisoners consequently demanded prison conditions accordi ng to the Statutes in the Geneva Con­
vention in their fourth hunger strike. 

We, the groups and initiatives present at the Second Russell Emergency Conference, support the de­
mands of the polit ical prisoners for prison conditions according to the minimum guarantees of the 
Geneva Convention for prisoners of war . . . 

Prisoners from anti -imperialist resistance groups, fighting in the German Federal Republic should be 
treated in accordance with the minimum guarantees of the Geneva Convention of 1949, here especially 
Art. 3,4, 13, 17 and 130, which means: 

-immediate release of lrmgard Moller and GUnter Sonnenberg 
-concentration of the political prisoners in association groups of at least 15 prisoners. 
Furthermore we demand the creation of an independent intern.at ional investigation commission for 

the clari fication of the murder in Stammheim and Stadelheim, the attempted murder on lrmgard Moller, 
as well as the determination of the political responsibility for the murder. 

Press Statement 

Today, Saturday, November 26, 1977 five members of the Russell Groups Wiesbaden and Hamburg 
were stopped by six armed policemen on the motorway Wiesbaden-Frankfurt for a "person and vehicle 
control." The members of the Russell Groups were on their way to the Second Russell .Emergency 
Conference. A lot of material for the preparation of the Russell Tribunal was "confiscated" without giv­
ing any reasons-that means it was robbed. 

An exact list of the confiscated material was not given, even though the police was asked to do so 
several times. Only a small piece of paper was handed over, on which was stated: "today . 
written notes were confiscated out of the vehicle ... exact lists will be given later." 

After: 
-Armin Newerla and several members of Russell Groups were lifted after a meeting for the prepara­

tion of the Russell Tribunal 
-documents and material to the situation of the political prisoners meant for the Russell Tribunal 

have been confiscated in the course of house ratings (raids) in various cities of the Federal Republic 
-Willy Brandt and the SPD leadership have condemned the Russell Tribunal and Willy Brandt has 

stated, that persons, working within the Russell Tribunal are not welcome in theFederal Republic of 
Germany and Maihofer declared "the government thinks that such a mock trial of forces that are 
against the German statutes, is just a derision of the liberal lawful state" and " terroristic violent cri­
minals and groups supporting them" are using the Tribunal " in order to support their criminal 
goals" (Frankfurter Rundschau November 21, 1977) 

-members of the Russell Groups in Kaiserslautern and Vienna have been arrested and criminalized 
This recent confiscation of a lot of working material to the situation of the political prisoners and to the 

murder in Stammheim and Stadelheim is j ust another step in the attempt of the Westgerman Au­
thorities to obstruct the work within the Russell Tribunal, especially of those Russell Groups working on 
the most extreme forms of viol~tions against the Convention of Human Rights-the torture and murder 
of political prisoners-in the Federal Republic of Germany. 

This emphasizes the neceSsity for all groups, organizations and Russell-Initiatives to work more on the 
subject of the murder in Stammheim and Stadelheim, to publish all their resolutions and all informations 
pn the prison conditions of the political pri~oners. 








