DN e s :
i)

BT OBt T A PR AR T TR BT ' WYL mmmmmmmmnmmawummmmmmvmm:mmw .\___
- Y & Py E »
&~ X o - R = T = -

—-

7
Z

P

o=
2o

¥
L7,

|| S TR s v S A LT o

s
. ’l.

Circulation: 74,000

m -

Newsstand price:!
fifty cents

Volume 7, Number §

Early Winter, 1875

A SPECIAL ISSUE

on the Conspiracy
to Repress Human Rights
in North America:

The Pentagon vs, Pina Ridge.
CIA vs. AIM —_
U.S. vs. Native Paople

and

A Challenge to
Christian Churches:
Whare Will They Ba
Whan Rome Falls?

also:
Mapuches in Chile
Poatry & Letters

& vhile, now would be a good
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Since the arrival of Calumbus, native people have been
engaged In o struggle for human rights, & struggle to
keep this land good. They have had to wage that
struggle with little assistance. Still in 1975 the struggle
goes on — but this isue of AKWESASNE NOTES
containg chilling warnings of how desperate, deceptive,
and destructive that struggle is becoming.

On December 4, while we were writing the articles in
this issue on the Pentagon, CIA, FBI and vested
intetests conspiring dangerously to maintain the status
quo, the shocking report came that six persons clossly
associated with AKWESASNE NOTES had been arrest-
of by the FBLtrained SWAT squad of the Quebec
Police Force [QPF}.

To understand the situation that developed, an under-
standing of Akwesasne geography is essential. To the
Mohawks, Akwesasne I8 on2 solid area of land. The St,
Lawrence River flows through it, and part of the
akwm:.ne Mohawk lands :!e islands in the river. When

e British people quarrelled in 1775, it was necessary
for them 1o draw a line between themselves and that
line followed for a wayx the 45th parallel of latitude to
the point where it intersects the St. Lawrence River -
which means that the Internations] Boundary runs
through the center of the small 36,000-acre reserva-
tion, The border cuts through a peninsula sticking out
into the river, leaving one 800-acre section of land
claimed by Canads inaccessible to other land aress
except by travel through the United States, However,
there s no customs house at that point, and Mohawks
and others travel freely into the village und back again.
To make matters worse, the boundary hetween Quebeg
and Ontario runs through the reservation from north to
south, mesning that the oncesolid Mohawk land s

now eut into conflicting jurisdictions of Ontario,
Queboc, New York, Canada and the United States,
many of whom refuse to scknowledge the existence of
the other portions of the reservation,
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DO YOU HAVE A RED LABEL?

Look at the front page — check your address label, If it
Is marked in red, this is the last isue you will receive
unless we hear from you, We hope you won't be angry
« this is the only way we have of cleaning up the
mailing list every so often since there are no paid
subscriptions to expire.

This month is is Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Hawaii,
and Massachusetts that gets tagged, plus the Maritime
Provinces of Canada and & few European nations.
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS WRITE TO US and your
name will be reinstated. This i not an appeal for
money, although it might be u good time to renew
your support.
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with their

Two wocks to December 4, a fire in St. Regis
Village, claimed by Quebec, had gutted the house used
by Canadian Goavernment's “Indian Police” us 2
hesdquarters. The fire had come after & raucouy night
in which a young Mohawk, obviously having too much
to drink, pulled up behind an Indien policecar and
roceeded to shove it a long distance at high speeds
yom {ts parking place othe side of the reservation
claimed by New York into St. Regis Village, across the
border. After a chase, he was later arrested by New
Yark State Troopers, who handeuffed him and hauled
him unceremoniously back across the border to appear
before a New York State justice of the peace. Needless
to say, this Intrusion into what Canada has always
considered her “sovereign soll” was without legal
process, and passed by the ordinarilyalert opposition
members of Parlinment unnoticed.

While the police were away on that call, however, a
group of angry youths proceeded 1o torch the police
station und smash the cars of the officers involved,

Alvin Jock an 18-yearoM slightly-built youth who
lives with his parents on the *New York State side” of
the reservation, had driven over to St. Regis village on
December 4. His wehicle was haited by an Indian
policeman, Eric Seymour, sccompanied by n Quebec
policeman, They said they were “taking him in for
questioning. Jock says he told the officers he wouldn't
go unless they had 3 warrant, and that the officers
dragged him out of his car, clubbing him sbout the
head, and took him to the community center's
temporary “police station' “for questioning™

Witnesser called Alvin's parents, who were working
with o few friends putting up a celling at their pluce,
They sped to the scene, only to meet the palice about
to take Alvin 60 miles away to thelr detachment in
Huntington, Quebec. “You can't take him without a
warrant!™ his mother, Ann Jock, said. |A few years
ngo, there was a photo essay in AKWESASNE NOTES
about the. Indian Way School operated by the Jock
family at Akwesasne, She and hee husband, Edgar, and
thel: children have travelled with White Roots of
Peace, and continue to work closely with NOTES
affairs |

The palice retrested back (nto the community hall,
barricading the doors. The family waited outside,
presuming the police were calling for & warrant. Onge,
when they heard the sounds of scuffling, they called to
their handeuffed son. He replicd, “They're throwing
me around.™ They tried, unsuccessfully, 10 gain acoess
to him, but appasently police stopped hassiing him,
Soon, the tiny group turned to soe A caravin of over a
dozen QPF cars full of riotgeared police, backed up by
another dozen or more cam of New Yotk State
troopers drive 10 the gominunity center about 100
yarda away from the .
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Mgle — they are in
e, WIth the American police tn they are

own people.
Asde from some t% up, there was no trouble,
and Edgar Jock, Ann , thelt son, Raosenmawane,
and friends Dean George and John Boots were hand.
cuffed and hauled off, taken bock across the horder
into New York State, and then 20 miles further, taken
back into Canada to the French-speaking community
of Valleyfield, sbout SO miles from the reservation,

Altogether about 80 QFF officers came 1o the scene,
Following standard operating SWAT procedures, 3
news blackout was estublished, and press releases were
made immediately by police to cover their behavior

“The drams in St, Regis Village i over,” the radio
announced proudly, “80 Quebec Police Force officers
have successfully rescucd two of their officers who
were being held hostage by a mob of srmed Indians
rioting at St. Regis Reservation” Later, describing the
buming of the police house, the area newspapers
hinted darkly that those arrested were sus?oclcd of
arson, and were part of a faction which *“didn’t want to
have anything to do with the white man", Implying the
traditional people.

Boots was released shout midnight that night, but the
four Jocks and George were held until the following
morning. At 2 hearing, the French judge refused (o set
bail, and the group was held for three days until at
another hearing, they were released in custody of the
chiefs of the Mohawk Nation at Akwesasne,

Alvin, howeyer, continues 10 be beld without bail asa
“danget to society” He faces 56 years in prison if
found guilty, s longer senténce than If he had
committed murder, While he maintains his innocence,
the youths who ware Involved have been so intimidated
by the SWAT-squad scene that they hesitstz to came
forward. The police, however, need to obl_lm h_ls
conviction in order to justify their actions. Trials will
be held on Janusry 23 and February 25,

Treaties for the Akwesssne lands have never been
signed, and the land in fon has never been ceded.
The Government of a refers to the Royal

Proclamation of 1763 as the foundation for the title to
the lind — It says “that the Indians will remain
undisturbed in thelr lands not having been ceded (o
us” An ordinary reading of that would indicate that
the Quebec police do not have jurisdiction in that area,

Mohawks say that if a family of white people hud been
arrested in that manner while simply visiting for a fow
hours tn Canadu, thers would be stiff diplomatic
protests. But the U.S ot only didn't protest — the
Canadian police were sctually cxcorted through the
United States by New York police,

Persons interested in helping with funds for the legal
deferne of the Jock family and others arrested, and In
l‘l;;fmllbh filing of & civil suit to recover damages, can
their contributions to the:
Akwemine Legal Defense/Offense
Mohawk Nation
vin Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683

Persons wishing to protest the arrest and to demand
that Alvin Jock be relessed while awaiting trial should
call, wire, or write;
Premier Robert Bourasia
Government of Quebec
Quebec Clty, Quebec

[ e e e
One of @ Sevies of Events Here

While these arrests seem targeted at traditional people
who stand up for their sovércignty rather thanm at
AKWESASNE NOTES, there has bheen an ususual
amount of police activity connected with the news-
paper. In September, a squad of club-wizlding Now
York State troopeérs invaded the newspaper offices to
conduct u search for a person they were seeking in an
offense committed days carlier. That person has no
association with the newspaper and anly occasionally
comes in us a visltor, and the police were unsuccessful
in their search, Sg1. Dick Shinnock, who ied the search,
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AnnJock ., , Jelled and Charged
mid that they didn't require a warcant, and that they
could 2o to any house in tho state, kick in the doors,
and conduct » search anytime they wanted, So much
for the LLS. Constitution,

Then there is the matter of Claus Biegert, a visitor from
Germuny. He was up by the border putrol in the
neatby town of and detained for ted
lmtdigration problems. However, after u number of
hours, they found that his visa was perfectly in order,
But during his detention, they found his address book,
which they carefully checked out, and In finding that 2
list of books which he intended to purchase from
NOTES at u later date included the historical study,
“Irequois In The American Revoijution™ pobliahed by
Svracuse University Press, felt it was 8 matter for the
FBI and he was kept in the Franklin (‘oumr Jail
overnight until he could be questioned . He wis released
without charges being filed

Another visitor from Boston was pulled over for “bald
tires”. The arresting officer found a small piece of bark
in his glove compartment, which he said might be
peyote, But satisfied that the car didn't contain
machine guns and dynamite, and needing only 1 court
hearing to prolect Kimnlf from false arrest suits, he
had the visitor fined 2 very nominal S10 for illegal
possestion of peyote by an obliging justice of the
peace

Juan Reynma was hitch-hiking one day when he was
picked up by two hunters. They conversed for a while
when he was asked if he spoke Spanih, When he said
yes, one of the hunters pulled out his badge — “Border
Patrol". He questioned Reyna about the whereabouts
of his mother and father, went through his papers and
implied they weie falified —~ “You could have had
these printed up anyplace.” When Revna asked to be
lot out of the vehicle, the officer refused to stop the
car, Eventually, after the questioning was completed,
he was released, and the two hunters ed on
their way.

So that's how it Is with us, Read on sbout the other

things golng on all over this land, and then let us know
how it is with you. -



Foundation for Community Organization [IFCO). It

mailing list as well,
mission is to help forward the struggles of oppressed

lotter ia from Ann Dougla, TFCO
tor, 10 roaders of IFCO News. |

We are very pleased 10 be sharing
this fsswe of IFCO News with our
Jriends at AKWESASNE NOTES

We believe AKWESASNE NOTES s
one of the most informative and
accurate newspapers in the USA.

rurions

our,

IFCO Is planning & meeting of about
in New York., Some groups receiving IFCO support

ence” to a much brounder national meeting of groups
organizing to bring sbout change in the current system
of things,

IFCO hopes many people will come from different
types of omganizations to share idess, strategies, and

OUR COVER

Qur cover artist is William Sauts Netamuxwe Bock, »
noted book Hllustrator, named by the Lenapes for his
urigue Lenape coloring book and other writings and
lHustrations about native people. We are grateful to
him for hiz sketch, and we invite ather artists to submit
thair sharings for owr front page.

THIS PAFER COMES OUT WITH LOVE
AND ENERGY OF MANY, INCLUDING :

Connle, Doug, Rarihokwaty, Kaherakare, Dorothy
Thowas, Snowhird, Mickey FPosluns, Kenoweienton,
Juan Resma, Iazw George, Rokwalio, Susie Boors,
Colleen, Peter Blue Clowd, Sarah, Kehonkes, Francls &
ﬁ'u:l. Steve Sampson, Karonhienoron,

Red Ray,

political and moral support
receive from friends in nations all over the world,

the strength and encouragement to

EXTRA COPIES OF THIS ISSUE

Extra coples of this isue are available for further
distrbution, We can send one copy or & hundred or
more. Distributing this paper s useful to faise con-
sciousness wbout natiye causes, and is also helps to
finance future issues. On consignment, the paper is 35
cents ecach, You pay after they have been sold,
Payment in advance Is 25 cents each. For §5, then, a
person could give 20 coples to/frieads, a class, or pass
them around the reservation or church group, for
exampie. For $25, a 100 fumilies could each recelve a
copy. Write:

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO THIS PAPER

Just write to us — we'll add your name to our mailing
list. There is no fixed subscription rate, but this does
not mean that the paper is free. Printing alone for this
isue costs well over $5,000, and typewriters, ribbons,
postage, gloe, ete., will add over $2,000 more — and
that doesn't include costs of keeping full-time staff
alive. We are not funded by foundations, governments
domestic or foreign, or universities.

Our money comes mostly in small donations from
readers like yourself — people who want to see the
paper get out another issue, Some people have lots of
money, others have none. If you want the paper, we'll
be giad to send it — and if you want to help with the
m.uwﬂa::;chulht.l’hhhmcmofth
natural world — it alive,

Another issue will be ready for as soon #s funds
fwuh(luhvemm.m

A SPECIAE NOTICE TO IFCO NEWS SUBSCRIBERS ABOUT AKWESASNE NOTES

This tssue of AKWESASNE NOTES is also an issue of
“IFCO Nows", the newsletter of the Interreligious

has been prepared, as usual, by the staff of
AKWESASNE NOTES, but it Is being sent to the IFCO

IFCO I8 a church and community agency whose

people for justice and self-dctermimation, It pursues
this mission a3 2 renewal of the church's witness in a

It's a good way (o start the New
Yeur,

have mked it to expand Its annual “project confer-

variety of programs and activities, Including grants,
distribution of educational materials, field service, It
describes its work 2s 3 “continuing commitment to our
family, some of whom are living, many of whom are
dead, and most of whom are yet unborn.”

AKWESASNE NOTES Is grateful to IFCO for their
cooperation, and for the fact that JFCO had sufficient
trust in our ctive to allow us to publish this
special issue of their newsletter on the situation of
native peoples without exercising any control over its
content,

A LETTER FROM ANN DOUGLAS TO IFCO NEWS READERS

We would sso azk your continued
support of IFCO with your lifestyle
and your dollers. There is loss and
less support from big foundations
and churches, so the people have to
support thedr own imporiant insti-

We would urge IFCO people to
send support for AKWESASNE
NOTES. The people there work as a
collective as volunteers Some of
them are working at farming and
raising food for the others, return-
ing to the traditional Mohawk de-
pendency on Mother Egreh.

— Ann Douglas

A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM IFCO ABOUT A SUMMER CONFERENCE

1,000
community-organizing groups for the summer of 1976

resources, People an the streets and in the communities
need to meet those doing research and legislation.

The conference will bo held when the Bicentennial
celebrationy are nearly over, By then, IFCO belicves,
everything and everybody will have been exploited, but
the hard analysis and hard organizing that needs to be

done will still need to be done,
“People looking at our country from almost any angle
are mote and more in agreement that is

URGENT NOTICE: Because of this special
issue, much vital news was omitted — the
events with the Menominees, strip-mining and
“white-rights™ problems in Montana, the pipe-
line in Alaska, civil rights hearings in the
Southwest, as well us usual festures such as

book reviews and more letters and . W
hope to publish another issue whhgo:'gonﬂ:
~ funds ng. So — if you haven't
confributed for a |

time, If you owe NOTES for ¢

.....

Mohawk Netlon
via Rooseveltowm, N Y. 13683
telephone (518) 3584697

BACK ISSUES
Volume Oune (1969) is oot of print, and available oaly om
microfilm, There were ton isses thet vear.

Volume Two (1970) had acven lsses. All e now out af pring,
avullable only on misrafilm.

Volume Three (1971) had wine istiex. All are now availahle
ondy on miceafllm.

Volume Four (1972) had six senes. Thren are still in print -
oumbers I, 4, and 5.

Volume Five (197X) hid six isaues. Nuanbers 3. 4.5.6 are stifl
avalleble,

Volume Six (1974) had five issisen, und all ave 131l avsilable

Volume Seven (1975) has bhad five bstien, incloding this one.
the last of the volume. All % onr
tastse of :‘WSASN}: NOTE:{" otill availshie, Thisle the 48th

Back iszues cost S0 cents each. All avallable back issues
can be obtained for $6 50 — that will be fourteen or
fifteen as supplies hold,

e ——————————
NEEDED FOR NOTES:
— linoleum

= 0 mouse<<atching snake

Study papers will be prepared ahead of the conference,

before the conference.

Contact;

Interrcligious Foundation for Community Organizing,

her, IFCO s hoping ok lesdership responibiity s
other, s ing for res to
smerge 10 bring the varjous wpmpmdm
plans and strategios.

The initial steering committee has recommended that
the conference deal with two topics ~ the
economy and the repression. They have also recom-
mendad smull satellite sessions concerned with
organizing cfforts such sa tresty rights, tenant rights,

phsuppon. revenue-sharing, fnmfm‘-:l:;; hlunw,
work-place organizing, cooperative ’ -
reform, tax reform, welfare rights, ;
Times will be set sside for sharing films, books,
publications, and technical resources.

§

Basic documents on the economy and the current
will be submitted. Responses from organiza-
tions on how these issues affect them will bo submitted

IFCO is asking interested groups and agencies to
reapond to this announcement by :

— yending kleas as to whether the conference &

supported o not.

~ ronxidering the possibility of a ymall amount of
financial support for this effort from various

denominations, foundations, or organizations.

— sending names and addressex of people end grovups

who should participate in the event.

475 Riverside Drive Room 560
New York, New York 10027
telephone (212) 870-3151

give support, change your lifestyle, lend aplritual
help, forn & community support group,

~ send clippings from your local papers, If there Is 2
good photo, ask the new-:;g;‘tf they will send you
a plossy print. Date and y all clippings. Who
will clip in Pittsburg”? Detroit” Minneapolis?

Lincoin? Albuquerque? Denver? Seattle

Bdmmoa?.%w Auﬂnl{g‘!_ S

~ let us know of people who should have the paper.
Native people in institutions, friends, anyone who
miay want/nead 10 read NOTES.

~  Indian ed’naﬁoa f:ndn avuilable? Title IV?
Library t? Suggest that your order books
from Ng;::s to boost their tio of native
materials, and to bolster NOTES income,

~ Jorm @ committee, or go by

courage poster  shops,

tobacco shops to cwry NOTES books, crafts,

smoking mixtures, calendars, Tell them to write -

or send us their addresses. Follow up In @ month to

see (f they did
You can be a participant in the native causes by
lelping to spread the word, to create change, to
inform. AKWESASNE NOTES is a part of that. You
can work together with us, from your own ares, no
matter how fac away that might be in miles. Everything
in this issue of NOTES came from someone who cared
~ and 1o you all, we sre grateful,

, 1o en
stores,

CORRECTION: In the last issue of AKWESASNE
NOTES, an article on the native delegation at the
International Women’s Year meetings in Mexico City
was not credited to the author, W are grateful ta Ann
Durham for her analysis and reporting  for
AKWESASNE NOTES.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
THIS SPECIAL 20-PAGE SECTION

[For ywars now, AKWESASNE NOTES hass been
pushing tha viewpoint that the situstions Invoiving
native peoples are urgent, desperate — and vital to alf
pooplas.  Well-intentioned  lberal non-Indians  have
wanted o do their thing to “help the Indians’, when
we believed they should have soon the struggle of
native peoples is the human struggle in which aff
peoples should be involved,

[1t's easy to blame tha Burssu of Indian Affairs for the
problems But in thiy issue, it seams that the Pentagon,
CIA, FBI, John Birch Society, the Mafiz, and institu-
vionalized Christian racism are part of the onslsght,
with the 8IA in front as the paper tigar. This special
section tries to paint the general context - the
apenating plan — wihich affects the human beings lving
in North America generally, and then shows how it
manifosts with native peopie,

[Native people, being the closest 1o the land, and the
closest to their origingl Instructions, are thug simul
taneously prime targets, and tough targets. Thoy are
the first to be attacked, and the touphest to pick off,
However, if snough people come to their akf by dealing
with the roor-soyrce of their problems, the forces of
oppression and exploitation can he nipped in the bud
and left to wither and die,

{Frankly, we woee frightomed by what we discovered in
resesrching and gathering the facts for this special
section -~ nat frightened by what might happen to us,
but frightened by what we had seen.

[t is our hope that this issue of AKWESASNE NOTES
will be widely studied, discussed, and distributed,
Extra copies are wailable. Now that the head of the
sapent is visible, we struggie to regein control over our
minds. The big question is — now that the people
know, what will the people do? The Editors

“1t looked like an aimless kind of thing," says Britt
Snider of the Subcommittes’s staff. A report was
finally issued condemning the Pentagon's monitoring:
of the “pesceful activities of nonwviolent citizem”
‘whose only offense was to “stand up on thelr hind legs
and oxercise the rights they thought the Constitution
guaranteed,"

Now, however, Ron Ridenhour, the journafist who
uncoversd the My Lai massacte covec-up, has made 4
new uncovering of one subplan to the Garden Plot, a
program known as "'Cable Splicer,” Detaiis of it wore
published (n a copyrighted article in New Times, an
afternate newspaper in Arizona, The Fund for Investi-
gative  Journalism of Washington, D.C., and another
New Times magazing In New York aided Ridenhour's
axcollent reporting task. {Send $1 for a copy of
Ridenhour’s 14-page newspaper article 1o New Times,
POBox J, Tempe, Arizona 85281.)

Cable Splicer covers only California, Oregon, Washing:
wn and Arizons under the command of the Sixth
Army. It outlines axtraordinary police and military
procedures to stamp out unrest in this country, The
tactics It describes are alrpady far advanced in Indian
Country — in fact, there is some evidence that Indian
Country has been used as testing sites and mansuvers,

Developed in a series of meetings, Cable Splicer is @ war
plan, adopting numserous procedures refined from
Vietnam for American conditions. Cable Splicer s
contained in six loosedeal binders holding several
thousand pages of documents, revealing the shape of
the monstar the Ervin Committes was trying to frack
down,

The secrecy of Cable Splicer ovar the years demonstra-
Barly Winter, 1975 / ARWESASNE NOTES / Page 4

strates & high degree of cooperation and content by
polite and mifitary officials, as well as the ability to
coordinate axtremely sophisticoted joint  police-
military operations bayond the resch of both legistative
and Judicial cantrol, Cable Splicer operations have been
asccompoanied by extramely inflamatory racist right.
wing rhetoric.

Additional references sre made to the use of shotguns,
delivery of riot control agents with grenode launchers,
curfews, cordons, barricades, tactical riot squods,
quick-strike focces, helicopters, and much mose,

Commanders are urged to imprass the “populace that a
disciplined force means business.” To that end, "satur-
ation of aress with police and milivery patrols™ s
urged, 8 technigue reminiscent of the search and
destroy infantry tactics used In Vietnam [and Pine
Ridge 75).

Bringing Vietnam Home

The Garden Plot started after the wive of urban
disturbances in the late 1960s, After 43 persons were
killad in Detroit and 5,000 were left homaless as the
black ghetto erupted thers, President Lyndon Johnson
appointed the National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders. Acting on the report of that commission,
tho Pentagon undertook o fivepronged approach 1o
solving the “eivil disturbance problem®’.

First, Military Intelligence, working with FBI, local,
county, mnd state police forces — undertook and
directed o massive domestic intelligence gathering
operation, Some undercover men hava already confess-
ed 10 spying on such Indian groups as Suevival of
American Indians Association in the Pacific Northwest,

Second, the Pentagon began to train senior military,
national guard, police officers and others in 2 special

the small society=

THEYVE BEEN MAPE COMPLETE
WAZDS OF THE ﬁovww-

BRI KMA»

As oneg California police chief who wias not impressod
with the training described it, “Army. Navy. Air Force,
Mititary Intelligence, Cops, Damn near every police
chiet and shoriff in California wis there and some from
out of state. They gave speeches for two days, Telling
us il sbout how the revolution wat coming, slready
started in fact, About how police would have to be the
first line of defense until the Army could move in and
take over, About how we should be getting ready now,
while there wa still ime, Getting intelfigance an who
tha leaders were, what they did, and everything else,
They aven had hall a day of SWAT team demonstra-
tions, bomb teams, people assaulting bulldings, things
like that, I'd never sven heard of SWAT before,

Seomod =razy to me. Wasn't no revolution going on
wheee | was from™

the Dirsctorsts of Milltaty Support {DOMS] in the
Pentagon, “'all stotes wers encouraged to use the Cable

L

Splicer technique for training purposes,
States which comply receive extra funds from DOMS —

95% of Culifornia’s $100-million National Guard
budget for 1876 came from the Pentagon, for instance,

One slemant of the owerall program has been to
wecretly train o “oucleus’” of high-level military and law
enforcemnant personnel “at all levels of government™ to
be “conversant with the doctrine, tactics, utc., of sach
othar."™

Soma of the “games' pitted police and federal forces
against salocted segments of the soclety, like blacks or

Indians ,

civil disturbance tralning course called “Senior Officers
Civil Disturbancs Course’ [SEADOC] at the Military
Police Academy at Fort Gordon, Georgla. BIA police
have had simlilar training in Texas.

Contingency plans, palled “planning packets™ were
peepared for every community in the country that had
a potential for student, labor, or minority unrest. Using
the Nationsl Guard's annual training exercises &t
cover, security forces ranging from Army troops to
locat police wera trainad to implement thelr partiouls
contingency plan,

In the Pentagon, the Directorate of Civil Disturbance
Planning and Operations became a national co-
ordinating center. It has a headguarters in tho Penta-
gon's basement known as “the domestic war room"
with a full-time staff of 180 persons including around.
the-clock “watch teams”, using teletype, telephons,
and radio to keep in constant communication around
the nation, Seven Army infantry brigsdes totalling
21,000 troops are aveilable for riot duty, and a huge
sophisticated computer center keops track of all public
Senator George McGovern to John Jones-types who
had become mssociated, sometimes unkaowingly, with
“known militant groups.”

All of this developed because people in charge of the
police, the military, and the intelligence community
and big business come to agree that the Revolution wis
on. To defest it and to defend “The American Way®,
they decided to bring home to the United States the
military and paramilitary mechanisms they had used
glsewhere in the world.

Anyone who dared oppose social conditions at homs,
fike the native people have been doing for so lang, wers
branded “revolutionary”. These people became the
counter-revolution’s targets, and in time, its victims
Any level of foree necessaey for the “control forces™ to
prevail i planned for and considerad legitimate, ol
though the tactics of “‘nonwiolent warfare™ through
disruption, division, preemption, cooptation, and in-
timidation are prefermed.

That the war could hove been brought home and yot
remained sectet in the face of over five yaars of almost
constant congressiona! [nvestigation is testimony to the
fervor of its proporents and the seriousness of their
commitment,

Its exercise against native people in 1975 is still aimost
unknown throughout the United States,

But the massive police-military joint planning and
operations cannot be called & plot or be dismissed a5
merely the ravings of a faw coup-detat.crazed colonels
and their flipped-out Minuteman supportors. It is far
too massive, invalves far' 100 many people in far too
many official positions. Its implementation has been
and remains far 100 much a matter of official policy -
secrat official policy.

It Is participated In and known about by thousands of
slegted and appointed officials, career civil sarvants,
and soldiers at every level of government all over the
land. It seems inconceivable, Yeat it goes on, aven now,
under our very noses.

Its method has been to hamper the rights of any citizen
who dared stand on his or har hind legs and challange
the status quo. It touches us all. Its prosence and the
weight of ity hand grows hasavier with each passing day.



Cable Spiicer's seeds produced military polics training
specializing In pofitical indoctrination, SWAT training,
and the development of a corp of police and military
officers with common doctrines, experiences, an inti-
mate knowledge of sach others’ organizations, and one
very special skill — the imposition of “martial rule.”

Perhaps most importantly, Cable Solicer’s war games
wera used 1o spread the doctrine that the revolution
wis ot hand, that the war had come home, and that
martial lew might indeed be the only way to save the
nation,

H the “revolution™ was to be successtully fouaht, then
tocal and county police foroes, the first line of defends,
would have to become proficient In military organiza.
tion and procedure, Creating o corps of pofice and
military senioe officials conversant with each othess'
oparations was one of the primary goals of Cable
Splicer and subsequent programs.

The types of force contemplated are frighteningly
similar 10 those employed in Vietnam — as o the
rationale to justify their use. It s the same “policy of
engagement” — respond with the minimum  foree
necessary to 1) overwhelm the “opposing force”. and
2) demonstrate that os much force at necessary will be
used.

Included in the exercises, for Instance, werg nat only
military police and infantry units, bat hoayy artillery,
amor, chemical, psychologlcal warfare, and tactical i
suppoOrt units as well

There is talk of "the volue of armared vehicles'” for
their “psychological impact”. Special consideration i
recommended for “coordination of seacchiight efquip
ped observation helicopters with ground patrols to
insura complete coverage day and night.™ [Remember
Wounded Knee?)

As this organization began to develop, it started'
Cable-Splicertype games to organize and educate its
forces. According to Ron Ridenhour, on the morning
scheduled for a *'game”, controliers, players, monitorns
and observers gathered in an “emergency operstons
centor”™, usually the radio room of the county shuriff
or & National Guard armory.

Among the participants would be senior National
Guard officers, Army advisors, senior police and
sherift's officars, telephone and utility company exeou-
tives. Following strict orders, the soidiers always wore
civilian clothes and took all precautions 1o disguise the
military's cooperation with thi police.

Over & thousand preplanned intelligence  reparts on
people and orgamizations, corelully pasted to I1BM
cards, are on hand to halp gunerate the make-holiave
war. The players listen 1o a special intelligence sum-

mary, lzarmning the background, for instance, of an
imeginary disturbance on a reservation or in a city. The
controliers then begin play, feeding the reports on the
IBM  coards describing dissident activity, Sested ot
telephones, the players respond to the unfolding
scenario, playing the role of being the thin biue line
standing between order and snarchy,

After the gamae, there is after action snalysis and
specific needs for further training are duatalled.

SWAT squads have undergone similar training at the
school #t San Luis Obispo, Californis. One California
police official, begging anonymity, is quoted by
Ridenhour as calling SWAT “the outlaws of the
police," They are commandos, At San Luis Obispoy the
nomae SWAT, with irs unpleasant connotations, has
been replaced by the moce antiseptic "SERT" —
Special Emargency Reaction Team.,

SERT officers are the triggermen, the enforcers, for
their higherfevel colleagues who study ot the same
academy, They are taught not only how 10 act on the
stroets, but how to defend thedr actions in & court
room, For instance, SERT trainees read two examples
ol testimony by a police-officer who has choked »
prisongr, The first explanation makes the act defens:-
bie, the other lzaves the officer guilty,

SEADOC and similar training programs are funded by
LEAA grants

Even comervative congressman Claire Burgenor of
California shakes his head in disbelie! whan he thinks
of Cable Splicer, “I've read Seven Days in May and all
those scare books, and . . " Me hesitates, searching for
words. “And they're scary!™ After he read the game
plans, he commented, “"This is what | call subversive,”

Chiet counsel Doug Lee of the Senate Subcommittee
on Constitutional Rights said the Cable Splicer doou-
ments were “unbelievable’, "We're the gnemy! This is
civil war they've been talking about. Half the country
has been designated as the gnemy!”

Britt Snider, who is now with Senator Frank Church's
Select Committee on Intelligence, observes about Cable
Splicer, “If there aver was a model for a takeover, this
"t

Ofticials addressing Cable Splicer trainees consider
anyone who attacks the govermmant, even verbally, as
the snemy. University administrators who demur st
gwving the police free rein on the campuses are the
enemy. So are legiskators who investigats police
actions, Demonstrators are “enomins of society”, the
“Vandals, Visigoths, and Huns of the 20th Century ',
“They are the enomy and they will be destroyed,” one
afficial proclaimed,

Some ressrvations are not quiet these days, and
Cable-Splicer-type operations are going on there now,
The streets in LS, cities seem quiet thess days, but the
Pentagon will not be caught napping, A new gensration
of enforcers,gaining lots of experience through dealing
with the Indians, are just waiting for the “reyolution”
that they have been taught to recognize and trained to
crush,

Chief of Polica Vic Clzanckms of Menlo: Park,
California, sums it all up when he states that “there sre
some cops who want 1o salve all the world’s problems
with an M-16. Some of thess men have lost perspective
of their role in society and are playing mental games
with firearma"

The lesson should be clear from reading the lnseription
at Fort Leavanworth, Kansae It tells how the army
units thero to, tame the Indisns moved on from that
basy 10 deal with Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and othens
— and now Cable Splicer,

It kneps getting closer and closer to home, @ monster
created to eat the flesh of others, who continues on to
eat his own,

—— e ——————— e v e
(A welldocumented book, The fron Fist and the
Velvet Glove: An Analysis of the U.S. Police draws
information together showing the deyelopment of the
U.S. police from night watchmen to a modern para-
military organization. The book shows that the trang
formation of the police Is dirsctly linked to the
development of capitalism, class conflict, and racial
oppression. It is 192 poges, paperback, and availsble
for $3.25 postpaid from Center for Research on
Criminal Justice, 2480 Channing Way, Room 507,
Buekeley, California 94704, |

IS THE FREE PRESS FREE?

[in the fast fsue of AKWESASNE
NOTES, there was an article on the vay
in which the mediv’ had distorted the
eventts suwrounding the deaths of the
wo F8l agunts at Oglala on Nmne 26.
‘With oew information

Aot mwmmv

press, W carn again examine the jourmal.
ism coverage of those deaths Cabiw
Splicer doetails extensive pressenedia
apdrations! plans, sex! sirmitar training is
given at both the SEADOC and CST1
“eivil disturbance control courses”™.]
T e —— e ——
OGLALA, 80D, (uPH TWO  Fai
AGENTS WERE AMBUSHED AND
KILLED WITH REFEATED BLASTS OF
GUNFIRE THURSDAY IN AN OUT
BREAK OF BLOODSHED APFEARING
TO STEM FROM THE 1873 OCCURA.
TION OF WOUNDED KNEE.

This dispatch, inflamatory, distorted,
and Inaccurate, was the world's first
sighal Jast summer that violence bad
ogain flared-up between federal agents
and American Indiant, Based on infor-
mation suppliod by “official govemn-
ment sources™, it Is one of the more
dramatic examples of Amarican journal-
ism's gullibility, a lingering professional
conddition that remains an easy target
for the kind of government manipula-
tion outlined in Cable Splicer,

[As it rurned out, there was no ambush,
agents were not shot by repeated biasts,
but each had three wounds, two of
which may have occurred after their
duath. The agents bodies were not
“stripped® as originally reported, they
were not dragged from their car and
“sxecuted”, thoy had not gone 1o serve
wrest warrants, but rather to conduct
ssarches without seacch warrants. Final-
ly, the Oglalas did not have “sophisti-
cated surrounding bunkers™, |

Thess erroneous reports, all of which
came from a variety of local, state, and

federal gowernment officials, were the
basis for the first few days of shabby
wite servios reporting. When npomu
later attemnpted to werify the

mant’s wersion of evaots, however,

ficiuls put op a solid wall ofmlsns\ot.:'

That is & pattern reporters used to
dealing with the military in Saigon, lor
instance, findd famitior, Within 48 hours
of the first reports, the FBI flew thoir
chinf public relations pro, Tom Call, 1o
Pine Ridge,

tive — the order setting forth the game
and the cules — calls for the creation of

auntnl presy ceater, similar to-one sat

up by the FBI's eon. through which all
information

funneled, The "Onfaimbn Plan™ It
contuing spells out an official policy of
deception.

CSTY's "Contiol - Force/Madia  Rela:
tions’” lesson sets out a press policy
clearly cut from the Cable Splicer mold,
It is also clearly cut to be worn under

10 the outside world will be

SD Reservation Ambush

2 FBI Agents ‘Executed’

FBI and BIA officials who spread the
ociginal  mis-Information refused 10
speak to reporters, Coll himself made no
eftort to correct the inaccuracies al
ready fed the press. Coll refused to
allow reparters access 1o materials and
information they could use 1o chack the
voracity of the official verson of events.
Reporters were also danied access to
sutopsy reports. They were denied
acoess 10 the scene itself.

¢

These methods of press manipulations
could have come from segtions of the
Cable Splicer Papers like CSTI%s
“Martial Rule™ course, and a lesson
entitled “Control Force/Media Rela-
tions™. Cable Splicer’s war game direc

conditions of “martial rule”. The
policies followed by Tom Coll when he
set-up and ran the FBI's PR shop at Pine
Ridge refloct the CSTI lesson plan and
Its means and policies in a8 number of
ways.

Like Cable Splicer and Coll, CSTI's
lesson calls for the creation of 3 central
press center and the coordination of all
news rteleases with the “local civilian
agency that is being sssisted,”

Only the military press relations officer
can release “reports of srrest, injuries,
deaths, damage to property, and the
other essentiyl functions of the com-
munity.” Furthesmore, “any deviation”
from this “plan" can only be cleared by
g\c commanding general of the National

uard,

Coll's tailure to correct previous in-
accuracies fed reporters by focal
officials slso takes on the coloration of
a broader government policy in light of
the “media relations” lesson plan. Al
though the instructor’s manual calls for
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restrictod “‘where necessary”, The Mill-
tary Field Commander additionally “is

mance’” of the military’s mistion. Final-
ly, 1tudents are ordered to take “great
care” whenever coming Into contact
with reporters “that comments and
opinions are not made relstive to the
activities of local law enforcement
sencies, state-county-city relationships,
or public officials "

Otherwise, the press is 10 be treated as
well as possible, The press center is 1o
keep reporters happy with maps, official
histories, current news updates, 1D
cards, even flak vests, helmets, gas
muasks, The press is recognized as a
powerful force capable of bloodying the
collective noses of the “martial rule”
students. The line is: the press won't
just go away. They have to be dealt
with. Don’t tell them any more than
you sbsolutely have to, but don't be
stupid about it,



The operation of Cable Splicer can ba seen through an
examination of the LS, response to the occupation at
Wounded Knee, and the recent U.S, manipulation of
the press in the killing of the FBI agents at Ogiala and
the blackout of the press in regard 10 native csuses,

“The experiment with militarizing the police did not
begin with Wounded Knee — Wounded Knee wm
simply a field test where the military was allowed to
clandestinely control & rather large army composed of
specially-trained U.S. Marshalls and FBI agents,” writes
Tim Butz in sn article in the Fall, 1974, inue of
Counter-Spy.

“The Justice Department Armmy was given high
powered equipment available only to the military; their
tactics in the negotiations as well as their tactics on the
resorvation were advised by the military in the same
manner & the military In Vietnam during the early
years of US, involvement, even their needs for maps
and  imelligence wers  provided by military re-
connaissance Tiights conducted with jets that had once
fwlown against the National Liberation Front of South
otnam.””

During the occupation of Wounded Knee, slick govern.
mant public relations experty controlled news coverage
to make it look as though the Oglalas were occupying a
town — even though they were on thoir own reserve.
tion, As Ridenhour says, “Russell Means and his AIM
organizary were made out the bed spples of the barrel,
a bunch of revolutionary busy-bodies who coma to the
Pine Ridge Oglala Sioux Reservation to grind their own
axes and stir up trouble where none had besn bBefore,”

Ironically, the militery presence which resulted in the

sand-bagged gun bunkers on each comar of the rool,
Next, a target range was set-up and the BIA police
force was trained In shotgun and carbine firing. Special
Operations Group troops, deessed in distinctive
military-style blue jumpsuits, bleused paratroop boots,
and matching basaball caps, began patrolling the
Raservation with BIA police,

Reservation intelligence sources were immediataly cul-
tivated. Open gestures of friendship and support were
made toward the one person symbolizing the deepest
poirts of contention, the man many Oglalas thooght
the “primary source of repression™ at Pine Ridge -
Tribal Council Chairman Dick Wilson,

Wilion wat — and remains — the elected head of the
Council. His rule is maintained and enforced with the
help of 8 “goon squad™ made up of other Sioux loyal
to him, and [paid by federal funds.] Wilson's thugs
protectad his political flanks through harassment,
intimidation, and beating of his tribal opponants, while
BIA palice and officials fifted nary a hand to intervens,

Pine Ridge Oglalas had been getting fed up with it all
for » long time. The murder of Wesley Bad Haart Bull
[and the events at Custer]| steeled the resolve of
number of tribal elders and younger men to rid
themselves of Wilson’s incressingly heavy  hand,
Following the Custer Courthouse -incidant, the Oglala
Sioux Civil Rights Organization began to organize a
drive to impeach Wilson.

That brought even more harassment and beatings, It
also s to have sparked the decision 10 send in
SOG [to bolster the already large group of FBI men
pasted there,] The coalition of Wilson and his heavies
with SOG convinced the Sioux civil rights lsaders they
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wire going to need help. On Februwry 26, 1973,
OSCRO decided 10 ask for the help of AIM, snd the
di¢ was cast for the confrontation at Wounded Knoe,

The singe began. The Stoux were now trapped, prison-
ors on thair own land, and surrounded by imported
white soldiers who said they, the Indians, were the
“occuplers™.

The Special Operstions Group and their opecations
ogainst the Sioux — which are still going on snd have in
fact escalated dramatically since 1873 — (s about as
pure @ case-in-point model of bringing the wir home
there is. Organized in January, 1871, at about the same
time Cable Splicer 1V and similar war games were
getting quietly under way all over the country, SOG
was initially compased of 114 volunteers. Most were
combat veterans, "matured” in the fire of Vietnam,
Thelr uniforms were modeled on those developed for
Gls in Vietnam. They use a wide range of weapons and
aquipment, supposedly teserved for the military, in-
cluding the M-16, M-14, M1, and M-2 carbine rifles,
armored personnel carriers, helicopters, asrisl photo
reconnaissance, eic,

At Wounded Knee, they usad all these and more. Thay
also utilized military tectics under the “advice™ and
control of military officers trained in counters
insurgency warfare and honed by experience in Viet-
nam. The officers were dispatched by, and under the
control of, the Directorate of Military Support
[DOMS] — the Pentagon mother of Cable Sphicer,
Military Inteffigence’s domestic esplonage, and
SEADOC, A good many SOG troops had already been
to SEADOC, in fact, by the time Woundad Knee field
exercises put their lessons to the tast.

O ——
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Garden Plot -“Flowers Of Evil”

— VOICES FROM WOUNDED KNEE photo by Michalls Vignes

Volney Warner was wellsuited for the job, Me hed
served in the early days of the Vietnem War o1 a
military advisor with the South Vietnamese Army, He
was trained in psychological operations a1 the US.
Army Special Warface School, and had served a second
tour in Vietnam working with the civil affairs and
pacification programs. Additionally, as the Chiet of
Staft of the 82nd Alrborne, he best understood the
limits of using military troops to quell civil disardors,

Colburn and Trimbech wanted federal troops immed|
stely. The FBI wanted 2,000 soldiers to do the job,
and went so far & 1o ask Warner to approve that
recommaendation on the spot.

Warnar had a counter-proposal, Why not increase the
size of the FBI and U.S. Marshals forees, and give them
the military supplies necessary 10 do the job tham:
selves. He assured them that if the Justice Department
tried 10 capture Wounded Kne¢ and falled, the 82nd
Alrborne Division would cotme 1o their rescus, and that
if the FBI decided to withdraw, the 82nd Airborne
Division would maintuin lew and order at Pine Ridge.

Warner, Colburn, and Trimbach finished their meeting
ot dawn of March 3, and boarded a South Dakota
National Guard helicopter for yn alr tour of Woundad
Knee, Aftor surveying the scens from above, the
bhalicopter dropped the men off at Pine Ridgs, and
Warner prepared his initial report for DOMS,

Luter that afterncon, Colonel Jack Potter orrived at
Pion Ridge to assist Warner with the logistics of
supporting the Justice Department Task Force. Potter
was deputy chief of staff for logistics at the 8th Army
Headaguarters,

Armored Personngl Carriers supplied by the Pentagon to Justice Departrent agents to deal with Oglales ot
Wounded Knee, The Pertagon respovise was in answer to Oglals appeals for negotiations.

SOG also was Used to evict Indians from the dessrted

following month, they evicted other native people
from the deserted Aleatraz lslund peizon.

Marsiwl  Director Wayne Colburn wos personally o
charge of Marshal Service operations st Wounded Knee,
One of his first acts was to request that the US. Air
Foree fly a photo reconnaissance of the arsa; and turm
the photos over to them. That request was made
through the Directorate of Milltary Support {DOMS]
in the Peatagon,

As other requests for military equipment were made,
the Justice Department asked for foderal troops to
clear out Wounded Knee, The Army sent an experi-
enced observer to Wounded Knee to evaluate the
situation and maka recommandations. On March 2, the

" Commander of the 18th Airborne Corps; Generol Hay,

called the Chief of Staff af the 82nd Airborne Division,

-~
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Under the Garden Piot, the 82nd Alrbame would be
the primary unit sent to Wounded Knee area, The
Chiof of Staff, Col. Vainey Warner, was in the midst of
preparing contingency plans for the daployment of the
82nd Airborne to the Sudan, where two U.S, diplomats
had just been assassinated, Hay ordered Warnper to
prepare for a quick trip 10 analyze 4 situstion, Warner
assumed he meant Africa, and it wasn't until they met
personaily that he knew he was headed for South
Dekota,

Warner was told 1o go to Wounded Knee, to maintain &
low profile, not to wear uniforms, "engage In any
confrontation, or kill anyone.” The DOMS commander
called Colburn and the head FBI agent at Wounded
Knee, Joseph Trimbach, and told them 1o meet Warner
ot Elhworth Air Force Base near Rapid City, Warner
wils placed on a special Air Forca flight to Ellswaorth
the evening of March 2.

- - Y
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By late that evening, General Alexander Haig —
operating from the White House — approved the lgan
of fifteen armomnd personnel carriers to the Justics
Department,

On March 4, the DOMS staff prepared an intelfigence
L S T
the legitimaty residents of Wounded Knee, nor upon
the Foderal law enforcemaent agents operating in this
ares, even though smali-arms fire has been exchanged
between opposing foroes,

“Because of its isolated geographical location, the
wizure and holding of Wounded Knee poses no threat
to the Nation, to the State of South Dakota, or the
Pine Ridge Reservation Itself. However, it & conceded
that this act is a source of lrritation, If not embar-
rassment, to the Administration in gonoral, and the
Dopartment of Justice in particular.'
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~ Tod Hutael photo
Instaad of dealing with the real problems at Pine Aidge, such ax houging (above), the U.S. sent in APCs

The report concluded that the Department of Defonse
should force the other Departments to “exhaust their
capability and maximize their efforts™ before author-
izing Federal troops. Short of troops, the Defense
Departmont stood ready 1o provide all the weapons
and supplies that would be needed to carry out the
task.

In spite of the sssessment that the Army was dealing
with an embarrassment rather than an insurréction, it
pourad in the squipment in order to play out the script
for the Garden Plot exercise.

Garden Plot assumes the president would commit
military forces only In cases where their use was
essential and whern civil law enforcement had been
overwheimed. The Woundod Knee experience indicates
that may be a nalve assumption, There seems to be
little doubt that the military presence could have been



ovoided if the Nixon Administration was & little jes
concernad about embarrassment.

The parallets with Vietnam cannot be overlooked, The
memos seem to indicate that the Government poured
in the equipment and technology to avoid looking like
what Nixon called “s helpless glant”™,

The day after Warner arrived at Wounded Knee, he
reported that he had “extracted from the Garden Plat
plan the statement on uso of deadly and non-deadly
force™ and asked the Justice Department’s representa-
tive to sign it, The statement permits the use of deadly
force onky when other methods have falled and when
lives are in danger. At Warner’s urging, the FBI changed
its shoot-tokill rules, at least officially, to “shouat-to-
wound,”

Supplies were not the only commodity that the
military gove the Justice Department. Warner and
Poter, sccording 1o Wamer’s “after-sction report™ (a
Cable Splicer torm| soon began to function s military
sdvisors 1o the Justice Department, much in the same
fashion as Warner had done In Vietnam In the early
19604,

One of the first tasks facing Warner was the eyslustion
and formation of an assault plan for taking Wounded
Knee by force. Colbum and Warner woérked on this
problem from March 3 through March 5, and devised a
basic attack plan that would be modified as the siege
continued,

The basic attack plan called for the Armored Personnel
Carriers [APCt] to come into Wounded Knee from the
north, with flak-vested and helmeted Marshals ahead of
them, Just outside rifie range, the Marshals would use
bulihorns to anpounce an opportunity for tha people
10 surrender, The Catholic Church on the hill whers
the Oglalas made their headquarters wouold then be
gassed with 35mm gas guns fired from the APCs. The
APCs would then mové Into small arms range and scare
the people into surrendering, If small arms fire came
from the church, the Marshals were prepared to fire
Into it,

This same basic plan was slightly maodified through tha
petiod of March 5, when Warner first presented DOMs
with it during 2 telaphone report, and March 12, when
a written version wos presented to General Aloxander
Haig, the Prasident’s Chief of Stalf, und General
Creighton Abrams, the Army Chief of Statf. In the
March 12 veorsion af the assault plan, helicopters woere
added for the purposes of command and control,
Colburn and Warner, acoording to the plan, would fly
above Wounded Knee whora Colburn would direct the
operations, and Warmer would secve as his advisor.

As the plans were being developed and debated by tha
Justice and Defense Depsrtments, the size of the
Justice Department Task Force was growing daily, On
March & thore wore 243 Federal officars in sight, By
the 12th of March, there were over 300, Army
materisls loans by the middle of March wice stagguring
~ over 130 M-18 rifles with 100,000 rounds of
smmunition, 75 high-powered sniper rifies (M-14s,
M-13, and Springfields, all with scopes and ammuni-
tion); hafmets, flak vests, signal flares, mine dotectars,
C-rations, trucks, and maintensnce techniciars
Wor the £ ro #ll In the passession of the Marshals
snd FBI, with the manpower
of the mmu and the advice of the military, gave the
government exactly what they wanted at Wounded
Knee — a clandestine army.,

According to columnist Jack Anderson, the Army was
prepared to send tanks and troops against tha peoplo
Inside Wounded Knee. An inside account of the White
House in the event has been written by John D,
Ehrlichman, former White House domestic affairs aide,
who haos expressad much interest 10 “help the Indians”
23 his panance for his Watergate crimes,

“Frod Buzhardt, genersl coumsel for the Defense
Department, sent an observer to Wounded Knee at ane
point — a professional soldier,” Ehrlichman writes, “He
came back with very strong criticm of the way the
marshals were handling it. If it was to be all in and the
Army were asked to do it, they would use tanks, »
minimum of a division of troops, and go full scale"
Ehrlichman says the White House refused to consider
such an assault,

Ehrlichman, who has baen living in the New Mexico
native pueblos recently, describies Wayne Colburn, then
chiet US. Marshal, as “the super-hawk and villain."
According to Ehelichman, “Colburmn was for going in,
strongly. He apparently authorized the marshals to
retuen fire, and on & given night, thousands of rounds
would be fired, with vary little effect, usually. Colbum
reported 10 his superiors st Justioe that the firing was
necessary because Indian fire ‘pinned down federal
people, who then had to be extricated with counter
me'l -

Most of the time during the siege, President Richard
Nixon was at Camp David, working on a governmental
reorganization, Decisions weare left to a second-string
side, Kon Cole, Ehrlichmon says. Ho also tags deputy
attorney general Joseph Sneed a5 a hawk. “Sneed was
in favor of going In, doing such damage as might be
required to suppress the "uprising”, and restore law and
order,” Ehrlichman ssys in his account, which was
written as a letter to actor Marlon Brando,

frdsnlee o

Col, Warner and Col, Potter did not limit their advice'
to military matters, however, and they began to give
advice to the Justice Department on the politically-
delicate negotistions that were taking place between
Oglalas and US. Worner mixed his analysis of the
stuation at the negotisting table with suggestions for
mititary action, much in the same way that the US
wused the alr war as a Jever in the Vietnam Peace Talks.

Warner made seversl trips back to Washington to meeat
with both Justice and Defensé Department officials.
The first of these trips took placs March 20-23, and
was followed by a second trip on March 28th. At the
March 29th meetings, the idea of forcibly tsking
Wounded Knee was dsbated and rejectad, but the noed
for a better contingency plan sant Col. Warnher and an
officer from DOMS to Fort Bragg 1o meetings with
officials there,

In the first week of April, Kent Frizzell replaced
Harfington Wood as the primary Government negotia-
tor. On April 5, the Oglalas and Frizzell came 1o an
sgreement for ending Wounded Knee basad on the
surrender of Russell Means and 8 mesting between
Means and White Houss officials on the grievances
advanced by the Oglales. When Means called Wounded
Knoe after the initial meeting, the other residents wara
to surrender their weapons and leave. Only those with
arrest warranty pending were to be arrested. This peace
plan fell apart when the White House refused to meet
with Means unless the occupation was first ended.
When the negotiations in Washington failed to material-
ize, the Ogisles Inside Wounded Knee mafused to
surrender their weapons to the Marghals,

The breakdown of the peace talks led 10 3 classie
military responsa: new “clase-hold contingency plans'
were deveioped by the Defense Department, and the
original Warner-.Colburn plan was subjected to further
serutiny.

On April 12, the Defense Department raceived a
request from the Justice Department for a “pre-
positioned” package of military equipment to be
shipped to Ellsworth AFB in case Wounded Knee wera
10 be taken by force, Among the articles asked for by
Justice were 200 baseball-type CS gas grenades, M-79
grenade launchers with 100 rounds of high explosives,
800 rounds of CS gas and 800 rounds of red smoke,
760 pounds of dry CS and air dalivery canistors,
helicopters, and military odvisors, On Apeil 17, tha
Defense Department approved the pre-positioning for
Fort Carson rather than for Ellsworth, partly on Col.
Warnet's recommendations.

In tha moantime, the firefights around Wounded Knee
were continuing on 3 nightly basis. As a part of their
siege strategy, the Federal foroes would pour unlimited
numbers of rounds Into the village in hopes of
exhausting the Oglata/AIM ammunition supply, By the
time Woundea Knee wm over, the Justice Depart-
ment’s army had upmdd almost 150,000 raurds of
military ammunition in addition to the ammunition it
procured from its own ioventory.

In addition to the Justice Departmnnt’s army surroun:
ding Wounded Knee, Dick wamamquum
also in on the action,

10th was set for the military sssauit of Woundod Knes,
Nogoumom would continus, but unless a settiement

was reached by the 10th, the Government was nlmn’ o

to use force to end a situation which the Army itsel
had termed “no throat™.

The Marshals began 1o train In the APCs for the assault
on Wounded Knee and the attack plans themsslives
were reviewoed and finalized, The Army sont a chemical
woopons officer 1o instruct the Marshals on the use of
the CS gas launchers that would be attached to the
APCs. Hulicopter pilots were brought into familintize
themselves with the Jocal teerzin, Col. Warner con-
tinued to glve bath mifitary and palitice! advice 1o the
Justice Depurtment officials as the deadline drew
nearer. The basic attack plan a3 outlined by Col,
Warner and Marshal Colburn was preparad for imple-
meantation,

New elaments were added to the original March 12
propasal sent to General Halg, such as dropping leafiets
on Wounded Kneo as soon as the APCs wera in place
around the villags, and house-to-house searches to be
canductad by FBI search teoms under the protection
of the Marshal's SOG.

On May 4, the White House sent a proposal for a
swettiernent to the Oglales, The letter provided the basis
for the settlement at Wounded Knee that was roachod
ot May 6, four days befors the assault on Wounded
Knee was to have taken place.

The procodent set by the Federal Government at
Wounded Knee i all too obvious and painful for a

country that is trying to forget the abuse of Presi-
dantial power that marked the Nixon Administration,
But the question of what happened st Wounded Knee
and how the Army was able to citcurnvent the spirlt
and letter of the law goes beyood the scope of o single
administration,

The Special Operations Group within the Marshals
Service represents a standing army responsible only to
the Attorney General, not the Congress and the people,

o by

They wesr military-style uniforms, use milisary
weapons, and utilize military tactics under the advice
and control of Army officers. In addition, members of
the SOG attend the Army’s SEADOC [Senior Officers
Civil Disturbance Ocientation Course] st Fort Gordon,
By all objective standards, they are an army rather than
# police force, an army that has its entire history in
“eivil disorder” suppression, [It has been used against
people of color in the Virgin Islands, and in Puerto
Rico, as well &1 against Indians.)

The role of the military at Wounded Knee obviously
went beyond the limits described In the Posse Commi.
watus Act, the law which prohibits the military from
enforcing civil law, The military itself, in the after.
sction report on Wounded Knee, describes its role as
being equal to, not subservient to, tha Justice Depart-
ment officials who were responsible for the sisge,

A virtual endless display of military  hardware,
woapons, trucks, and avery other aspect of material foc
8 smail army was given to the Marshalt. And the only
string attached to all of it was the military advisor, Col,
Warner, Wamer's power lay in the fact that the
Pentagon would not issue any equipment to the Justics
Department without first getting a recommendation
from Warner, 1f Warner didn’t recommend approval,
the equipment would not be given.

Warner was the father of the attack plan for Wounded
Knee, and had It been implementad he would have
been above Wounded Knee in a helicopter “advising”
Marshal Colburn on the flow of tactics. He was able to
exert his political power 1o got the Federal forces 1o
chenge thelr policy on wespons fire ond he sdvised
them on strategy for the negotiations. He was not
simply an “observer™ nor a passive bystander: Col,
Wamner wae the first military officer to conduct a
lAull-nulo counter-insurgency operation In modern
merica,

And he conducted it right befora the collective
television aye of the entire ican public, and few if
any people ever knew he was presant,

For his role ot Wounded Knew, Col, Volney Warner was
promoted weﬁmmsmw made the Assistant
Division Cornmnndu of the 82nd Airborne. For their

After the June 26 deaths,
paramilitary operation, datmmn 10 he seeking anyone
connected with the shootings. Homes and autos were
surrounded by the fatigue-clothed counter-insurgency
units of the FBI SWAT squads. Helicopters hovered
overhead, while sometimes as many as o score of agents
threatened old people and children by brandishing
automatic weaponry of AR5 and M.16 types. No
Indian family or home was securn from lllegal entry
and search, often with no concern for private property,
Many objpcts were confiscated and have not been seen
since, Evon cars were towed away and totally dis
mantled. Legal workers who sought to assure Indian
residents of their legal rights frequently entered a home
to find a father and his children literally cowering with
fear in 2 corner of their-own living room,

While the police continue to gear up their training and
technology a6 a2 result of what they learmed ot
Wounded Knee, the basic social problams that sparked
the situation continue today, The racism and ro-
pramsion experienced on the Ping Ridge Reservation
continues, a4 does the administration of Dick Wilson
and the exploitation from the local ranchers and

maerchants.

As Serator Sam Ervin recently emphusized in his
hearings on Military Intelligence domaestic operations,
the Army cannot be trusted to check its own power.
What the military did at Wounded Knoe — with Indiang
~ means that the next tima they will be even more
bold with their attempts to control the civil authorities
and such control is the first step towards open military
rule —of il US.

[Thanks to Tim Bute for thic articls, from his own in

ity M;W::rmmmw
ox
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the ime us the Pentagon was procesding with
Garden the Central Intelligence Agency was
dmlob'm CHAQOS", the agancy’s label for
, uwvau:dumtdomicmlnq operation.
Nhom ‘sgencies which were sventually tagged for
disruption and ssrveillance wete the American Indian

As part of that program, the CIA developed llegal
ralationships with Jocal police departments, which
included training programs In intoiligence work, rout:
Ing payment of “gratuities™, the lending of CIA agents
and equipmont fﬂpoltawork and the use of police
officets during CIA beoak-dns, The CIA asiso had &
langtime agreement with the Justics Department which
exempted any CIA sgent from criminal Investigation or
prosecution, Thase practioes were exposed In' the
recant Rockefoller Commission on CIA Activities.

While the peoblems the poople complain of o left
untouched, the 81A police have had a blank check to
beel up its forces, Recently it received ten new police
cars, two' four-wheel drive vehicles, snd four suburban
vehicles, 26 new law enforcement pasitions have been
added to the roster, Officers also have new uniforms,
handeuffs, weapons, and “other nocessary gear™.

In the Rockefeller Cammission Repoart on CIA sctivi-
ties, the American Indisn Movemant is named as one of
the organizations subjected to the lllegal Infiltration
programs of the Central Intelligence Agency's “Opara-
tian CHADOS", This program was designid to use any
maeans necessary to disrupt and discrodit groups the
CIA felt were dangsrous to U.S. stability.

In November, the Ssnate committee investigating the
CIA confirmed that the U.S. had engineered nssassing
tion plots sgainst foreign political leaders, Plots were
hatched to deal with heads of state In Cuba, Congo,
South Vietnam, Chile, mnd the Dominican Republic.

The Senate Select Committee termed the desth plots
"aberrations” and wvan seomed to justify them by
noting that thoy took place st o time when “our

country faced a monolithic snemy in Communism.'
roport also claims that none of the plots wers
carried out — although it i a historical fact that four of
the five Intended victims indead wers killed during the
time the msassination plans ware in force.

"Of Congolase leader Patrice Lumumba,” the report
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says, "It does not appear tha LS, was involved in the
killing.” However, the report notes that U.S, President
Dwight Eisanhower suthorized Lumumba’s asssssing-
tion, and the CIA sent two operatives to the Congo to
carry It out, and weapons of poison were dispatched to
Le used in the killing,

The CIA ahso supplied wespons to be usad in
asmssinating Dominican  Republic  leader Rafael
Trujitlo, but the report claims that his shooting death
in May, 1961, was not connacted with CIA efforts, The
committes also found that the sssassinstion of South
Vietnam’s Ngo Dinh Diem in November, 1962, was a
“spontansous act , . . and wm carried out without U.S,
Inwolvement o¢ support,” aven though the U.S, devel.
oped plans to sssassinate him and Instigated the coup
that lead to hisdeath.

At feast wight CIA attempts were moade on the life of
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro, bur ssch one obviously
farled,

If the U.S. would go to all thot trouble so far from its
shores, 1o what lengths would it go to stiffa spyereign
nations which it borders in North America, fike the
native peoples? On the one hand, with its massive
gpparatus of courts snd police and a populace whoss
education allows it 1o be pasily controlled through the
meadia, agents do not have 1o resort 1o extrome means.,
However, if these routing strategies fall, then intelli-
gence agencies have to sscalate their strategies, as has
been happening within the native movements, beciuse
they cannot afford to lose the gnergy resources and 1o
have & frée peaple so close 1o their metrapolitan areks

Orders from the White House stated that "no one
should be permitted 10 stand in the way of the prompt,
efficient, and secure accomplishment of this mission
... Hitherto acceptable norms of human conduct do
not apply. If the US & to survive, long-standing
Amarican concepts of American fair play must be
reconsicdored, ™

With that conduet now Standard Oparating Procedure
on same reservations, the LS. public cannot bring
itsell 1o belmve that their government would bring such
torment to Indian people, because they have such falth
in tha “long-standing American concepts of American
fair play."

Like resprvations, each of the countries involved in the
assasination were Third Workd countries trying to
climb out from colonisl histories. Noow of them
“possessed great politieal of military strangth,” the
0Pt says.

The Senatw monmmcmmmum
mudm-nndlnnmp(“m
that concesls the involvement of high officlals in
actions. “Officials of the CIA made uw of persons
associated with the criminal undorworld,” the report
wtates, and umed them for theit “criminal talents’. In
nmwmAmmpmmmum

U.S. citizens have started to become used to the idea of
CIA operatives performing dirty-trick opdrations In
foreign countries — parhaps they have even coma to
belleve such actions are necessary. Many citizens are
even nhow beginning 1o asccept intefligénce operations
against legitimate social change groups like the
Amarican Indian Movement.

By the time citizens find operstivas in their own
neighborhood, churches, offices, and Rotary Clubs,
though, it will be too late to complain,

doniability”

F.B.l

The combinations of arrests, court actions and hacsss-
mmnts point moee and more 10 & state-federaldocal
conspiracy 10 deal expediontly, efficiently, and
thoroughly with native activists, With the movemant
on the Pine Ridge Reservation growing stronger in
support  of districts  seceeding from the Indian-
Reorganization-Act tribal council, the persistent efforts
of ‘waditional leaders to meot with U.S, President
Gerald Ford, and the deaths of the two FB) sgents at
Oglala on June 26, officials seem to be pulling out all
stops and are proceeding with impunity

ln the Early Winter, 1974, isue of AKWESASNE
NOTES, Richard LaCourse of the Amearican Indian
Press Association outlines the cooperative sffort then
developing between the Burssu of Indian ANairs and
the FBI, The information came directly from docy
maents refeased by Attorney General Willlam Saxbe and
other materisl brought to light during the Wounded
Kries trinle,

Jamas Cooper, according to this information, s co-
ordinator for Special Operations Services {SOS) and
collects basic intailigance from the U.8. Marshally, the
FB8I, the Seceet Sarvice, local BIA polien unity, and
mnate low enforcemant agencias, He “appeims our
poople of the movements of people, mostly Indian
militant groups, that may affect the tranquility of the
Indian reservations,”” a BIA officlal says,

From the FBI documents, LaCourss listad eight goals
of the FBI's program against what it terma Indian
“militants”. One of those goals is 1o “have local police
put lsaders under close serutiny and arrest leadern on
eviry possible charge until they can no longer make
bail.” This strategy, which was successful with the
leadership, is now being used with many aetivists

It it important 1o understand what the Governmant
cally “Indian militancy™ snd why native people have
become “militant". At Pine Ridge, for instance, report
after report, study after study — including the Govern.
mant’s own reparts — shad light on the tragic problems
and sharp conflicts on the reservation, Yet rather than
dealing with the problomas, the U.S, recponse has besn
1w intemify the problems, and 10 pul pressutes on
those who are trying to constructively deal with the
situation in legal and peaceful manners,

Rather than welcoming the support of the Lakota
Treaty Council when it woent to Washingtos, for
instance, the U.S. gave them buresucratic runarounds,
boping that the difficult climats, homasicknew, family
problems, and serious financial shortages wolld cause
them o retreat hefare tho issues of sowereignty,
jurisdiction, control of lind, control of educstion,
re-establighment of pesce and human dignlty through
reducing violence would not be raised.

The Senate Intelligence Committos olso openod an
investigation of “abuses’ by the FBI that included an
zffort to drive tha late Martin Luther King 10 suicide,
The effort wos one of a series of attempts by the
agency to diseradit the civil rights lesder ovet s pariod
of yix years,

The suicide nffort consisted of a note ot aNOBYIMoUs-
lv to King with 3 tape recording of a reportedly
compeomising incident. The note said, “King, you are
dane, There is but one wiy out for you.™

On Novwember 19, a high official of the FBI detailed
how his agency had for gix years wsed illegal and
perverse tactics against King in an attempt 10 subyart
his leadership ability in the black civll rights meowe-
mant. Tha campaign involved electronic survelllance of
his private life, and blackmail fettary traastened o
expose “infidelity” unless ho took himaslf out of the
strisggle against raclsm, FBI dgents were sgnt around to
spread the slandsr 1o a college planning 1o honor Dr,
King with a degree, and to the Pope of the Roman
Catholic Church who haxd agreed to meet with Dr,
King, as well as to financial suepporters of his organizs.
twon,

FB! officiale explain their illogal octions against King
by saying that King might have been unsger
“Communist influence.”

King was evéntually silenced by an assassin's bullet in
Memphis — strange that a man whom the FBI had kept
undeér such constant surveillance could be killad so
aasily.

Other FBI octions against King were designed toward
“knocking him off his pedastal” as s note to FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoowr from FBI counter dntelligence
chief Willlam Sullivan explained. Wiretaps and saves-
dropping devices produced thousands of hours of tapes
on his actions and fabricated reports about him wers
fod to the press, just as mare recently, afforts hove
been made 1o encourage boozing by AIM leaders, ot
using terrorist  activitios, or to travel about with
explosives or “guerilla warfare handbooks” — and to
have them spprohended and exposed to the press —
begins to make sense,



For instance, when John Trudell was arrested recently
ofter his argument In the trading post over food prices,
the FBI sent out a press release which was widely
reprinted reporting that Trudell, a national AIM leader,
had attompted & robbery while on & drunken spree,

The FBI engaged in over 2300 counter-intelligence
actions and employed as many as 7500 informants in
1972 just in urban ghettos, Senator Philip Hart of
Michigan said the toctics wsed against King were &lso
employed against other minority activists, antiwar
leaders, and members of the women's movemient. The
FBI attompted to break up marrisges, foroe poople out
of their jobs, discredit them in the eyes of their
parents, teachers and friends - and 1o create antogon-
isms between groups that would lead 10 murder,
Witness the 1974 shooting of Clyde Bellecourt by his
associate in AIM leadership, Carter Camp.

The FBI had attempted to stir up a vielent conflict
betwean the Black Panther Party and the Chicago
Biackstone Rangers in 1969 that wa designed to
“ancourage the Rangers to shoot some or all of the
Panthan™, an activity not unlike the current one to
whip up members of the John Birch Society and other
members of the LS. right to take action against AIM,

When Black Panther Party leaders Fred Hampton and
Mark Clark wers shot in Chicago in 1988, Hampton’s
personal body guard was Willlam ©O'Nesl, a paid
undeccover FBI informer, Leoders of the FBI' Chicago
office are defondants in o $30-million damage suit .

In June of this year, the Amarican Civil Liborties
Union sent the Seogte Intelligence  Commitive &
lengthy report an slleged plats by the FBI and San
Diego police to sssussinate 2 local antiwar activist. The
report details the sccounts of two former FBI infor-
mers, alleging that the FBl recruited 1 band of
rightwing terrorists and supplied them with money
and wespoas to attack antiwar demonstrators. The
group was known as "Secret Army Organization™, o
paramilitary group of about a dozén members which
the ACLU says was an outgrowth of an interagency
espionoge apporatus organized “at the direction of
Richard M. Nixon.”

The group’s acts allegedly included vandalism, bomb
ings, espionage, mall theft, and assassinations.

According to the ACLU, the two informants — Gilbert
Romero and JM. Lopez — had been ordered to kidnap
,Pete Bohmar, an economics instructar at San Diago
Stato University, just before the Republican National
Convention which was at that time scheduled to be
held in San Diego. Stll another informant has come
forward 10 say he 100 had been ordered to kill Bohmer,

In Chicago, members of a paramilitary fasclst-like
group, the Legion of Justice, have admitted that their
attocks on socialists, blacks, and antiwar activists were
financed, supplied, and directed by the Chicago Police
Deportment and the U.S. Army. The disclosures were
made by Laglon members Thomas Stawart and
Stephen Sedlacko in court under oath,

The Leglon hod attacked antiwar bookstores and
movement coffeshouses with tire lrons, blackjacks, and
eventually guns. They aiso had sophisticated electronic
surveillance devices, The long series of attacks was
under the direction of the Chicaso “Red Squad™
police, or the 113th Military Intelligence Group of the
U.S Army.

The Soclalist Workers Party has a $27-miilion lawsuit
against the U.S., charging that interviews and dossiers
on s members, none of whom were suspectad of
doing anything illegal, constituted official harassment
of & nonwviolent party seeking to elect candidates to
public office. Documents obtained under the Freedom
of Information Act revealed that the Cleveland FBI
office had succeeded in having the wife of a SWP
official dismissed from her reaching job by slerting the
school board of her husband's political atfiliation,

But even if FBI agents are acting illegally, it is difficult
10 put a halt to their actions as fong a4 they bre scting

“in good faith.”

in September, the Bth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco ruled against five persons who sued the
FBI for false arrest after they were stopped in Bond,
Oregon, in March, 1973, while taking supplies to the
occupiars of Wounded Knes. The plaintiffs, who
ranged in age from 18 to 31, were Scott Burgwin,
Benjamin Richmond, Carlo J. Sposito Jr, Lillian
Stevens, and Melody Ann Whitely, The five, all from
Portland, Oregon, were arrested under tho Anti-Riot
Act of 1968,

Agents seized a rented truck loaded with food and
clothing, Four days later, U.S, Attormey Sidney Lezak
dismissed the complaints against them, The plaintiffs
said the arrests deprivod them of their constitutional
rights of travel and expression, and from unreasonable
arrest, sesrch, and seizure. Mowever, the agents said
they thought thaey were doing the right thing, and the

= Vaicer trom Wounded Kase photo
Marshals and FBI personnel working at
Federal Roadblock 1 during the siege
on Wounded Knes. Whan native
people have asked for FBI sssistance,
they have been told, “We are strictly
a0 investigative agency. ™

appeals court found that they were “acting within the
scope of thelr authority and reasonably believed in
good faith that the arrests were lawful.”

Demite the massive cost in dollars and In human
dignity, the domestic spying program of the FBI turns
out 1o be a total waste of funds, according to the U.S,
Government's General Accounting Office [GAD].
Auditors raviewed 676 random cases in the FBI's files,
and found that only four ended in convictions, The
FBI wont $82-million last vear suppasedly to keap
track of radical and wibversive activities. The study
found the FBI rolied on “soft evidence” to identify
potentisl subversives. A subvarsive file might be started
on the basis of a tip that & student did nathing mors
than attend = trisl of a polition! ectivist,

In a July 14 news conference, FBI director Clarence
Kelley sdmitted the FBI had conducted & massive
number of breakdns into foreign missions, political
organizetions, end organized critne headquarters In
recent yesrs, All told, thers were over 1,500 brask-ins.
Information on the break-ine were not filed In the
regular system, so that the FBI could submit sworn
sffidavits in court saying that “Bursau records contain
no indication of this broak-in"

Recent statistics from declassified “"Cointelpro® FB)
documents show that 3 high percentage of the Ku Klux
Klan leaders in the 1960s were actually informers, In
fact, during one year in the late 18603, informants
accountad for mare than 70% of all KKK members.
Whaether they weee actually bringing back information,
Or carrying out racist activities for the FBI under the
KKK banner Is open to question,

S.1

It a bill currently before the U.S. Congress becomes
law, these sorts of activities will be more frequent —
and U.S. people will be able to do little about it. The
bill is called 5.1 in the Sanate, a criminal justice reform
act panding before the Senate Judiciary Committee
thot would legslize McCarthy-era-gtyle reprassion. It
would render illegal most of the demonstrations held
during the civil rights and antl-war movements of the
1960s, provide long prison terms for reporters or
editors who "impair military sffectiveness™ by publish-
ing Pentagon secrets. It would also be illegal 1o express
views that at some time in the future might lead
someone 10 wage armed rebellion against the Govern-
ment. In fact, it is concelvabie that this article could
not legally be published if S.1 s passed.

S.1 was passed by the Subcommittee on Criminal Laws
and Procedures, and is now in full Senate Committes.
Protiably hearings will be held In January or February
before it reaches the Senate floor. Then the Houss will
hold hearings on their version, and the new
Kastenmeier-Mikva version introduced in Novernber at
the behast of the ACLLUL,

S.1 permits conviction of defendants for committing
erimes which they wers induced to commit by im-

proper presweres of police agents, Section 1302 would
make physical interference with federsl government
functions & feloay — virtually every mass demonstrs-
tion could fall within this prohibition.

Until now, federal crimingl laws In the U.S. hawe
developed in random fashion. As new needs arose,
statutes and cowrt rulings have beon sdded, Some of
thet rules now in use ire out-of-date, or contradictory.
Twenty years ago, o movement began to write a whola
new set of federal Jaws, In 1966, Presidomt Lyndon
Johnson appointed the National Commission on Re-
form of Criminal Lawa. It made its final report. in
January, 1971, and while it was clearly a liberal/
conservative compromise, It was generally acceptable,

Attorneys-General John Mitche!l and Richard
Kigindlenst felt the report wasn't geared sufficiently to
the Nixon Administration’s Law and Order regime. The
two men, now convicted of Watergate crimes, had 3
revisad hill sunt to the Senate

While thery is no denying that the U.S, nesds new laws,
the 753-page bill is not what most peaple have in mind
~ if, in foct, they know at all what it containg, The
deusth penalty would be reimposed in certain cases.
True, the bill has certain features that wome eople see
as desirable, like frosting on the coke — marijubna
possession would have n maximum penalty of 30 days,
and u new federal program would compensate victins
af crime for their injuries or losses,

Alan Cranston, Serutor from California, says that if the
S.1 had boon fow a few vears ago, the U.S public
would never have learned about the Watergate scandals,
the My Lal massacre, or the Pantagon Pupers on
IndoChina war policies, Also, S.1 would make it more
difficult for defendants and prisoners 10 obtain proba.
tion or patole, 1t would be gasinr to prosecute for
conspiracy, 3 charge already regieded as overused,

Electronic survillance without a court order would be
possible, and rights 10 free spesch and peaceful
assembly would be restricted. The Governing Body of
the National Chuncil of Churches in the USA and other
groupt such as the United Methodist Board of Church
sad, they are pressing for legisiation
of the National Commission on the Aefarm of :

:
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a lstor section, 1863, makes it &
federal crime to violate on any Tederal land any state or

Sections 1861 and 1862 create new foderal mis
demesnor offenses for speech or conduct within Indian
country. It would be an offense to alarm, harass, or
annoy another by wiolent, tumultuous, or threatening
conduct, obecene language, unreasonable noise, persist:
ently following a person, of for no legitimate purposs
engamng in hazardous ot physicaily -offensive conduct.

But more sinister is section 1862, which would mako it
an offense for @ person on a reservation to not fTollow
the order of # government officisl — like an Indian
agent — 1o disperse or to metrain from: engaging in a
specified activity.

The NCC is worried about such provisions of 5.1 as
imprisanment for “inciting ten of moro parsons 1o
riot” even i the riot does not oceur, of whete there Is
no direct connection between the speech and the
intident, A riot is defined as behavior by ten or more
persons whose conduct “creates o grave danger of
imminently causing” damage to property.,

S.1 parmits conviction of defendants for committing
crimes which they were induced to commit by im-
proper pressures of police agents, Section 1302 would
make physical interforence with federsl government
functions a felony, which could have made alt the civil
rights and anti-war demonstrations illegal.

—
Persons Intarestad in further [nformation on S.1 can
contace!
Friends Committes on National Legisiation
245 Second St. NE
Washington, D.C. 20002

or
American Civil Liberties Union
22 E 40th St
New York, N.Y. 10012
P e T ——
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Whon Douglas Durham was an important figure in the
American Indign Movement, he made righton Red
Power speaches, condemning honkies and urging & mili-
1ant native stand.”

Then It was discoveced he was sctually an undercover
Informer/provacareur /agent for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and he was publicly sxposed.

On March 7, Durham was confronted with copies of
FBI1 reporty by him which had heen obtained through
the ocourt “discowery” process in relation th the
Wounded Knee trisls. At that time, Durbam said he
belivved AIM was ¢ “viable, legel, social organization™
and ha agreed to talk with AIMY attorneys, Leonard
Cavite of Chicago and Ken Tiisen of St Pasl in a
tapesacorded witnesand interview,

During the hours and hours of conversation, Durham
volunteered & great desl of information sbout his
background, his involvement with organized crime
in the past, and his reoruitmant as 3 police informan
for cdminal und political matters, Investigators then
werified his statemants by the use of independent
records and intetviews with other persont

Duting the |merviews, only the two attorneys and
minister were presant — there was oo one from AIM
around. Afwr the interviewing from March 812,
Durhiam told s nationally-covered press conference, |
sikod the FBI 1p contact the Justice Department
rugarding  ditmisssl of all |[Wounded Knee] cases™
because he had violated the strorney-client confidenti-

ality,

“Atter twao years with AIM, it"s my opinioa that the
American Indisn Movement is a viable, lagal, social
organization, and It something is 10 be investigated,
they should start with the BIA, Departmant of
Interior, the iand lsates, oll rights, and possibly really
the FBI' he told newsmen, still playing his robe, and
befora his current assignment with white right-wing

groups.

Alter the interviews, Durtiam disappeared from public
view. Whoen asked what the futuws held for him, he said
he would prabably continue to he an undercovas agent,
working in some differant arena.

Recently, Durham has come into public view sgain.
mnlm‘ utummm:msodmm
urm unsuspecting whita populace 1o deal with

the Communist conspiracy of the likes of Neison
Rockefafler and Richard Nixon to take over the US.
for Moscow. In that role, he is condemning the
Amearican Indian Monmmt o2 “Communist  con-
trolled™ and says It |s a dangerous threat ta the free.
dom of the U.S. peoples. y

Doug Durhain, Posing as a Public Spesker

Some people believe that this is simply the true
Ourham coming out. Others think he s still playing
clook-and-dagger spy, this time as o double agent, kill-
Ing two birds with ane arrow — he gets 1o arouse action
against AIM and others senking native rights, and he
also endears himself to the increasingly militant John
Birch Society operating in the right wing of US.
soclety so that he can continue his game as informer/

provocateur /agent,
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us the American Indian Movement and the John
Birch Society have become united In & common
struggle — the threat to froe dialogie and informed
socigl change caused by the wse of government
informars/provocateurs.

the CIA huse n Retalbuies, G

Undercover ag an F81 Undeccover Agent

But Durham’s role with AIM, and his present role with
John Birch Society may not be his only roles. There
are good reasons to balieve Durhiam was — and still |s —
actuslly working for the CIA or another Intelligence
agency, using the FBI as his cover,

From 1955-1888, Durham says he was in the Marines
as a3 cook. After his service until 1862, his account is
vogue, Des Moines people who knew him during the
1955-1966 period say Durham was always boasting of
hit spy and sabotage work in Cuba in the Spocial
Foroes,

He was trained by the CIA In demolition, sabotagd,
flying, safecracking, lockpicking, forgery, and scuba-
diving while working with spy/saboteur groups of

ANATOMY
OF AN

INFORMER

PART o
2

!

counter-revolutionary  anti-Castro  Cubans who waere
armied and trained by the CIA

After his dltchm from . thié Mminet, Durham wis
“sheepdipped" — his traceabile connections with the
U.S. Goveenmant wore hidden, and he was statloned at
. He Tiew a
number of mimions from there, w:mo!mu
back-up for thit unucceistul and natorious Bay of Pigs
invagion that attempted to unseat the revolutionary
Cuban government,

Polics sequaintances say Durham always boasted wide-
ly and in great detall about his octions and his CIA
coonections. Several times, accoeding to one of his
former palice supervisors, Durham had to be repri-
manded. “Des Maines isn"t Cuba,” he says he 10ld
Durham.

Whils Durham was in AIM, he attempted 10 involve the
American Indisn Movement as » cover for a CIA
attempt 10 place a sscret team In Honduras just alter
the sevare hurricane in Septenber, 1974, His first
attempt was to g2t AIM to publicly demand, sponsor,
and pay for a plane with & team of “parachute medics™
operated out of Long 8each, California, by the
“Foundation for Airborne Ralief™ [FAR]. Me was
going to have Dennis Banks put up his Interest in
Ojibway Nation lands to pay the cost. AIM investigy-
tions established that FAR was a CIA front, and
Durham's first attempt was halted,

Next, he trisd to have AIM poy $30,000 to charter a
plane for the “medics” from Flying Tiger Airlings of
New Orleans, another private charter company with
close CIA ties. That srrangement was cancelled by a
waman working in the AIM offics who knew of that
connection,

Next, Durham artanged through Brad Patterson, the
pregidential assistant (o U.S, President Richard Nixan
who was very much In evidence duting the Wounded
Knee negotiations, to have the Defense Department
supply a plane and a “special crow™. This plane did
take some supplies coliected by o Minnesota dentist to
Honduras, even though the International Red Cross
and even the US Swate Department said the
Hondurans didn't want the supplies, nor tha plane or
its craw,

Although Durham was ursuccessful in having AIM
listed as & sponsor to that mission, it Is belioved by
AIM that if the “5 | crew' were discovered 1o be
CIA, it would discfedit AIM In the eyes of South dnd
Central American native peoplas, with whom AIM had
begun 1o make. cpntact after the First International
Indian Treaty Conference three months prior to the

plane’s fiight,

An interesting sidelight on the “CIA Incident” is that
Durham has related to AIM attorneys in his lengthy
taped (nterviews of March 12 that the FBI was very
interested in the incident, They asked him questions
about it for almost a day, be says. That would indicate
the FBI was not aware — at least at lower levels — that
the FBI was only “'shallow cover” for Durham in the
svent he was expoased, His real employers —the CIA —
would stay hidden in the shadow of the FBI, exsctly
what did happen,

Of course, much of this is enlightened suppasition,
Only the CIA knows for sure, and they arent talking.
But it oll fits like & giove, To make the fit aven tighter,
jook at the way In which Durham became involived
with the FBI on Margh 18, 1973

It was on that day that Durham, perhaps working for
CIA or Army Imelligence, approached the FBI to ask
for their halp in getting into'Wounded Knee 23 a spy
for them, In the summer of 1972, o feke newspaper,
“Pax Today", was set up in Des Moines with Durham
on Its staff ag a photographer, Durham has told AlM
sttormaeys that he just happerned 10 be working for this
newspansr, and was called in the middle of the night
by s publisher, Christopher Eckbaedt, 10 0 into
Wounded Xnee. He says he then appcoached the FBI
and offered to supply Information and photos in
axchange for being okayed 10 pass through FBI
checkpjoints. Me claims Eckhardt and editor "“Paula
Ecklund™ knew nothing of this

But "Pax Today"” was a photyy newssaper, Only o few
huncheed copies were ptinted. gnd the contants arw
obwviously writtan by people trying 1o imitate some
thing they don't understand, Checks on “Eckhardr™
and "Ecidund™ fall to reverl the existance of peonpte
with such names in Des Moines from 1870 to 1974

Agents posing as journalists ls an incteasingly common
police proctice, During the Alexian Brothers Novitiate
takoovor in January, Wisconsin Govarnor Patrick J,
Lucey hired Ronald Newhouser, 5 motired police chief,
1o gather intelligance, Newhouser did so, posing & &
NeWIM an,

Iy Wounded Knee on March 20, the “press team® actod
very much like it was — a CIA or Army intelligence
team, The woman, Paula Ecklund, was interssted in the
“postal Inspector incident'’ for which Leonard Crow
Dog, Carter Camp, and Stan Holder wers tecently
convicted. Christopher Eckhardt’s interviews banr all
the sarmirks of a trained intelligence interyiewer.

"How many people came with you from Wahington ™
hi stked in an intocview., “Ars the others from
Washington Chicanos like yourselves? How many
people would you sy are guarding Wounded I nes” Of
these 300, how many cama feom around here? Did you
bring your own wesapons; or did they have wespons for
you here? What kind of gumns do they have in the
bunkuees? Are all the men on sscurity patrol? How
many squads s thera? How many man in each
wpuad?"

After Durham gome back from Wounded Knge, he
weont to Harvey Major, fowa AIM coordinator in Des
Molnes. (Harvey was killod in an “auto accident™ in the
fall of 1974.) Durbam told Major, "I'm only part
Indian, but since | went 1o Wounded Knee, I'm 100%
Indian and 100% AIM."” Ducham sctually has no Indian
ancestry, and had antificially darkened his skin and
obtained brown contact lenses to cover his grey ayes.

From within lowa AIM, Durham was woon adviging
people how to snesk into Wounded Knee. Most got
caught, of course.

Next, Durharn planned and led a number of screwball
ppocations. First there was the “Open Bible Church
Camp-In" which Deés Moines AIM carried. ot just
before Eustar, 1973, He also conducted the camp-n at
the Methodist Church Conference ity gatty summer and
the armed takeover of the Stute Office of Eduecation,
a0 action which lost lowa AIM all its Jocal support and
sventually destroyed it. Many other AIM chapters
around the country came to régard the Dis Moines
group us plain crazy,

The Educstion Office takeover was planned In colly:
sion with police and FBI, While it was a stunt that was
usefesy and harmful 1o AIM, it did astablish Durhom's
image &% o “right-on warrior, He continued to move In
AIM as a friend, pilot, and pide to Dennis Banks.

On his arrival at St Paul for the staet of the
Banks-Means trial, he appainted himsetf "AIM National
Sacurity Director™, Blulfs, occasional brutality, con-
man tactics — with & Tittle help from his police friends
~ helped him to maintain his position, From the
vontage point of power, he was able to damage AIM
and the lega! defense, In addition to rifling the till, he
used prostitutes and el girls who posed an Indisns to
gain information and to cause disruption,



With the help of lawyers he had operated with before,
Durham set yp & bewildering variety of fake AIM
otganizations and bank accounts; and procseded to
raka off about $25,000 from lowa's AIM programs.
One of the lawyers involved was killed in the summer
of 1974 in an "suto sccldent,”

AIM officials allege that Durham did the same thing In
St. Paul, probably cleaning out $100,000 from
WKLDOC and AIM funds. Durham controlled the
money and tha records, and had first access to
incoming mail,

Durham used his position as an "AIM leader” to Wy on
supportive individuals and groups — churches, com-
munity organizations, unions, political and social
groups, These are now targeted for harossment and
other attacks.

Durham entered Canada frequently, sometimes openly
and sometimes secratly, Heo seemed to have some sort
of relationship with Canadian law-enforcement
officials.

Although Canuda's Solicitor General Warran Allmand
had said repeatadly that all U.S. investigative agencies,
including the FBI and CIA, routinely sought Royal
Cansdian Mounted Police approval for any operations
in Canada, Durham told the Canadian Broadeasting
Corporation’s “As It Happens” show that he had been
in Canada at least four times as an undercover agent
without informing the RCMP,

Orne time he wis with the Native Paopla’s Caravan in
Ottawn, Then he even conducted an interview as an
AIM leader with the ROCMP, Twice hae had flown to
Yellowknife, over & thousand miles from the US
barder, in the Neorthwest Terrltores, with Dennis
Banks.

During the Anicinabe  Park occupstion In Kenors,
Durham also was Involved without RCMP clearsnce.
P —— e = S e

The Jsoklow Durham Connection

Last year, William Janklow announced he would run
for South Dakow's Artorney-General’s office on a
got-toughwith-AIM  platform. Earlier in his career,
Janklow hod directed o legal aid program on the
Rosebhud Reservation, and had practiced befare the
Rosebud Tribal Court.

During the campaign, 8 motion was mada to disbar him
from Tribal Court practioe on the grounds that he had
betn involved in o sordid rape of a Lakota girl who was
the babysitter for his children, Although Janklow did
not angwir the notice of a show-cause hearing, the
proceedings heard 3 lot of evidence and decided 1o
prohibit Jankiow from practicing in the tribal court.

The girl, who was then 15, was Jancita Eagle Deer, She
was located for AIM by one Douglas Durham In July,
1974, Although she told AIM lsaders that the rumors
of Janklow's act against her in 1867 were true, AIM
loadets decided that without substantiation, revealing
the information would not much discredit Janklow's
election campaign,

It was Doug Durham who investigoted further, and
brought to the AIM office several FBI reports which
not only helped substantiste. the charge, but also
indicated that the FBI may have been involved in &
COVEr-up.

Further supporting witnesses were located, such as
Pater Pitchlynn, who in 1867 had Investigated the
matter as a BIA policeman.

And so in October, 1874, Jancita made her charge on
teleyision in Sioux Falls, However, the charge made
littie difference — and in fact, might have helped to
establish Janklow as a victim of an “AIM smear" as
well g just one of the boys,

In November, 1974, Durham brought Jancita to St.
Paul and installed her in his apsrtment st 816 Como St
Jancita frequently told othar women associated with
AIM that she wos in love with Durham, and that he
would marry her,

In mid-November, Durham, Jancita, and several other
AIM members went to the National Indian Education
Association [NIEA] Convention in Phoenix, Along the
way, Jancita attempted to make a phone call from a

roadside pay-phone, when Durham rushed over, struck
her violently with his fist and the phone recelver, and
huried hor to the ground several times. Jancita said the
was only trying to cafl her mother,

Later, in Phoenix, Jancita came to the homa of Cegil
Flowers, pursued by Durham. She accused him aof
being an Informer, but before she could go on, Durham
struck her and dragged her out of the house. She was
not s2en again in Phoenix.

Jancita was 3een with Durham agein during the Alexian
Abbey occupation in Menominee country in January,
1975,

And then word came that she was dead, She was killed
April 4, in a hitrun accident involving a car aliegedly
driven by an Awoca, Nebraska, tesnager, Terry L.
Scott, who was accompanied by 2 15-vear-old passen-

Durham  denied knowing anything sbout Jancite’s
death, although later, in a momont of sorrow, he told
AIM investigator Paula Giese, "' If it wasnt for me, that
girl would be alive today,” although he didn’t explain

that statoment,

“A CONSTANT FEAR OF THE SWEAT LODGE"” — DURHAM'S LIFE AS AN INFORMER

{While Dowg Durham was posing as
an AIM member, he wroté a memo
to his FBI superiors entitied, "Why
It Is Difficult To Do What | Am
Doing.”” The mamorandum was re-
printed in o copyright article by
Alan Stang in the John Birch Socity
Publication American Opinion for
September, 1875}

Their diet s atrocious axi the
ssnitation conditions st AIM Saint
Paul are oven worse. Tollets are
stopped up and the building stinks.
There are mice and bugs every-
where and even rats. The water

in the buliding. We are expacted 1o
sleep in the middie of this on a
mattress on the floor. . .

The day starts at approximately
7:30 in the morning, and some
times doesn't end wntil  2:00
am. ,.Since Dennizs i In court
during the day, he calls upon me to
handle the day-to-day operation of
the Movement. It Involves making
decisions and taking actions that
could be subject to a lot of criti-
cism. With a stomach Tull of rotten
food, 2 constant fear of the sweat
lodge, woefully i(nsdequate sni-
tation facilities, a strong desire to

take a shower, the phone constant-
ly ringing, attemmpting to pravent
violent outbreak around the coun-
try without exposing myself, the
constant fear of being axposed, the
hesvy schedule | have to maintain,
afong with gieaning pertinent in-
formation for the FBI, spending
months away from my wife and
children, and dealing with some real
crazy people — the only thing
worse they can do to me is con me
Into sundancing and plercing my
chast, making me dance for four
days without food and water, while
staring at the sun,

pipes loak. There iy no circulation

ger, In lster interviews, the pair sad they had seen her
standing in the middle of the driving lane, trying to flag
them down, They assumed she had been pushed from a
car by "some guy she wouldn't put out for”
ond had 8 few laughs about this, As they sped toward
her, they expected her to jump out of the way, but
they struck her, flinging her body 145 feet, landing
half on the road, half in the ditch

When an autopsy was done to determing the facts of
Jancita Eagle Deer's death, they noted that it seemed
lkely she bad bean hit over the head belfore being left
on the rood. However, in sddition to multiple fractures
and massiye Injuries of the lower body, there were skull
fractures and neck frectures, so this could not be
datermined with certainty,

It was leter determined from Alfred Eogle Dees,
Jancita's father whom she had been visiting at
Velentine, Nebrasks, near the Rosebud Reservation,
had spen the car she had besn picked up by for

return 1o Des Moines on April 4 about 1 p,m, He
the car was a “late 196Cs blus Chevrolet, driven b
dark-haired man,” Durham’s father, John F. Durhem
of Des Maines, owned a 1967 blue Chevrolet which his
son borrowed on numerous occasions for AIM business
tor which ha falt his van might be too conspicuous.

23
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“Fresh graves at Wounded Knee are not
easy to dismiss. They have robbed, burned,

raped, Kidnapped and murdered
— destroyed churches, looted,

The Ametican lndian s now under attaek by the wealy
einaniis of AN
AKAT wsmulr rifles and backed by federal funds A JM,
Wt Lo Ao create the lmpresion of popular support but
st lodiane reyect it bevause of it totalitarian philosophy
and crimbeal activites

Nuw. Mr. Fugene Rooks, s member of the Oglala Sious
Indian Tribe lrom Fine Ridgr, South Dakota steps lorward to
reveal the real mature of the ALM. “renegades’ Don't miss
thiv (mscinating ik by » grauine moders Indian lesder oy he
stands proudly i defense ol his people and against the
criminals who are trying to victimiee them,

Another CIA-AIM connection came in the arrests of
Herb Powless, Stan Holder, Gene Heasvy Runner, and
Ron Petite on indictments from Phoenix Arizona,
chieging them with conspiracy 10 violate the Rap
Brown Act and Civil Disobedience Act of 1968, by
illegolly comspiring in South Dakots to illegally ac-
quiring guns in Phoenix for transportation to Wounded
Knae,

The entire plot was the creation of & man named Lon
Smith, who invented the idea, travelled to South
Dakota, vitimately purchased the guns in & pawnshop,
placed them in his own car, and ultimately the
defendants were chargad with conspiring with him,

But then a Phoenix newspapor exposed Lon Smith in
connection with a consumer fraud investigation, in
which he cisimed he could find soldiers missing in
action for $10,000 a person. He identified himsalf first
to a newspaper reporter, then to & retired colonel, #s a
person with seven yoears experience in the CIA, who has
flown in and out of North Vietnam, and as a person
with continuing selationships and contacts with per-
sors ot all lavels of this and other governments, He wos
o be the anly government witness in the case involving
the AIM members until this was revealed — and then
the chacges were dropped.

PRISINGS
ALK

for Communism

committed arson . .. "

crimirs! renegades arnal with Savier

After the occupation of Wounded Knee, this poster was widely seen throughout

South Dakota and Birch country,

advertising
“Cornmunism and AIM™,

various speakers telling about
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Another Look At Durtiam’s Career

After Durham’s stint In the Marines, and his CIA
training and axperience, he resurfaced in Des Moines to
take employment with the Des Moines Police Depart:
mant. He resigned quietly a fow years later, and then
came bock 1o work with them later as an informer,
apparently working closely with the chief of the foree,

A scandal broke into the open involving the Des
Mainus police — businessmen and politicians had
contribyted 1o a special police fund, and a grand jury
was convened to look into wrongdoings. Their report
deait in some detall with Dowg Durham,

“Dovgiass Durham wm mquested to resign &= #
member of the Des Moines Pollen Department lor
raasons which more fully appeat in his police depart-
ment personnel records,” the grand jury report reads.
“The Grand Jury will not repeat the facts contained
therein, but nevertheless notes that the reasoos for
Durham’s requested resignation wm well-founded,”

The matier the grand jury so garefully skirted about
the reason for Durham’s resignation is sordid. His first
wife was elght months pregnant. They had quarreled
sbout his "crooked cop" activities — he had beon
under nvestigation for involvament in prostitution and
accapting bribes from burglars. Durham beit haer
brutally, and an July 6, 1864, she died

Investigators of her death considered a mansloughter
charge, and he was examined by a police paychiatrist
He pronounced Durbiam a “paranoid schizoid persanal
ity with “uncontrollable outbursts of violenoo",
“unable to rell right from wrong” and "unfit for
pmiployment involving public trust,” It was recom
mended that he be committed to en institution for
treatment, but the investigation was dropped

Theee weeks afted his wife's death, he married one of
his “giria™. His position with the police foros was
terminated in Qctober, 1964,

After that, Durham ran severd! roadhouses as a front
for Mafia interests. Here he was involved in gambding,
drugs, and exchange shd purchase of stolen goods. In
tome burgisries, he was directly involved, such as the
thaft of TV sets from the G W, Onthank Warehouse ~
he was cavght, but charges were dropped and the
mattar hushed up, He got investigated by local police
for 'Mmhl-]th' with heroin smuggling, as well

Of
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The Many Faces

Doug Durham

In 1969, Durham said he was involved with & group of
burglars “without notitying or working for anybody. |
was doing It in an over-zeslous attempt to gain.” He
botched one job, and was arrested for receiving and
concealing stolen airplane parts.

Durtham relates how he hired an attormey, “a nice
Italian fellow who had besn attornaey general for the
state of lowa at one time [who! was defending quite a
few criminals In the area at the time " “The witness
againit me never showed up,"” Durham explains the
reason the case was finally dismissed, *This witness
disappeared and nobody's ever heard from him since.”

Durham said that he was seen then by the police
department “as somebody who headed onw of the
largest crimingl otganizations in the state — even
though | was reporting to the Government at times, . "

The grand jury also noted Durham was srrasted and
tried In Warren County fot robbery, The jury found
him guilty of larceny, but on appeal to the lowas
Supreme Court, the canviction was roversed on the
technicality that Durhem wis charged with the wrong
crime in the wrong county, “'This incident occurred
during the same period Durham was acting in an
undercover capacity for the Des Moines Police Depart.
mant.” the grand jury found,

According to the state supreme gourt records In the
matter of State of lowa v, Douglas Frank Durham [196
NWR 2 p. 428], the facts of the cose stood un-
challenged, however., Durham had involved his In
surance agant, Thomas Geesemen, in a scheme 1o gain
access to funds stalen by President Lyndon Johnson's
scandat-ridden alde, Billy Sol Estés, The funds were
said to have been “laundsered™ by the Mafia in Mexico.,
Goesamen got cold feet and weant 10 the sherif!
Durham was arrested when he tried - with ¢ gun — to
foros Gessemen to turn over $1500 tor “ail for one of
the fellows who pot caught.” Testimony showed the
trial had been heid in Worren County rather than Polk
County because Polk was Durham’s territory, and the
trials would be rigged in his favor,

-~
-
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Durham In Des Moines

All this spectacular career, howovar, is gloised over as
reported by the John Birch Soclety, something like
this: "Durham moved up from street patrol 10 the vice
squad, then left the department and want into the food
busings:, where he wound up with a string of three
restaurants, One of them was located in 8 nosty
neighborhood, and wis frequented by Black Panthers
and other crooks, such as safecrackers — and the FB!
approached Mr, Durham with the request that he keep
the Burgau informed.” According to Alan Stang's
article In American Opinion, the Birch journal, there
are evon o fow more glamorized details:

“Later, Douglass Durham worked for the Des Moines
police chief as a poid intefligence agant; for the federal
immigration and customs authorities! and for the
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs,” Stang
writed

Asida from his ubilities a2 his own public relations man
Durham also Kept up on his skills from his ClA days
He was good with comeras and bugs, and apparently
took on police assignments Involving soving and
entrapment. He protectod himsalf from prosecution
through a combination of prostitution and bMackmail,
On the AIM tipes, Dutham tells how he “caught a
judae in a cathouse” and apparently blackmailed him
His genesal method wos 1o sot up police snd law
enforcement officials, as. well 33 politicians and
businnssmen, by using secro! cameras taking their
pictures in compromising positions with prostitutes. He
then blackmalled these influential men when he oeeded
10 awert trouble

He told AIM’s lowyers a tale of his years of undercover
work, including infiltrating countecfaiting gangs, He
liked the doublecrost wctic — on September 28, 1971,
two burglars convicted of broaking into 8 greenhouse
won a new Trial when it was proved that Durham had
plenned the job, talked them into it, driven them
around casing for likely spots, broken in for them with
his own burglary tools, cracked the safe for them, and
then ducked out 1o call the police

Oddly, perbaps unwittingly, the U.S. appacently furn-
ished a partial report on Durbam s rosl criminal record
10 somo Jeaders of the Wiscomin's "White Chizens'
Action  Mowérnent™, known _an  WHAM, during
Dutham’s period of prominence as an AIM leader while
the Alexian Novitiate was occupiod by tha Memomines
Warrlors' Soclety  last Janumy, Kevin MeKiernan, a
Pewsman/photographés for altermate media, obtained
an hourdong interview with several of the vigilante
leachors  just after the occupation — and befora
Durham®™ FBI role hod beern expased

On the tape, the vigilentes tell MciKiernan that thay
were furnished Dutham’s police recurd by locul police




among their group's membership, From this record,
they considered him to be highly placed in organized
crimit, " mob hit-man for the Mafis and for AIM®,
They delegatod six mean to kill him if any of WHAM's
leadars were “hit", They obviously believed that AlM
was fully aware of Durham™s eicord, and viewed AIM
as sort of an Indian branch of the Mafia.

AIM was not aware of Durham's record, however, AIM
attorneys did a standerd police check on sveryone
having access 1o confidential legal Information before
the St. Paul trials began, and they were infarmed by
Des Moines Police, the F8I, and the Justice Depart-
ment that Durham had been employed as 3 Des Moines
policeman from 1862-64, had resigned, and that he had
# clean record.

WKLROC lawyers have been deniod access 1o & huge
stack of FBI raports about and by Durham which werg
produced in & court hearing, Thay believe the reports
would show that Durham not only had tipped the U.S,
off on defense strategies, but that he afso had
intarfered In the defense. Alabama asttorney Robert

Bryan, who had been involved for o time in the defense
of Dennis Banks in the Custer trials, says that Ducham
stole defense materials from his office in the sutumn of
1973, WK LDOC attorneys feel that access to Durham’s
records would result in reversals in many Indian cases
on grounds of governmaental misconduct,

Lawsuits have been filed under the Freedom of
Information Act to compel the FBI, CIA, and other
U.S intelligersce organizations to turn over thair files
on the American Indian Movement, Attorneys aiso ore
threatening civil action against Durham personally.,

Although Senator Frank Church’s Senate Intalligence
Committee has interviewad Durham on the ties be-
tween the FBI and CIA and organized crimn, they did
not seem to get as much evidenoe as AIM*S own
investigators got on Durham’s alleged links between
orgenized crime and federal police and intelfigence
agencies.

Normally, a federal agency hes ten days 1o relesse the
requirad data. AIM said suits for demages might be
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filod agsinst federal agoncies for iflegal disruption of Its
chapters or programs pursulng légal activities.,

Persons having faith in the Church Committea’s inves-

tigations may want to demand that the Durham link be

thoroughly investigated as & start toward uncovering

both the CIA's repression/terrorism programs, such as

Operstion CHAOS which had targeted AIM, and also

_g:'l coaperstion in the heroin traffic through argan-
crime,

Durham

In The
John Birch Society

Since Douglas Durhem returned to the public aye #s 2
“lecturer™', his speaking tours have been anything but
dull, Ho has travelled through South Dakota,
Minnesota and Wisoonsin, snd now I8 réportedly
hoaded foe Cafifornia

During his public spsaking tours, Durham has been
moeting privately with politicians and taw enforcemaent
officials, He har met with persons associsted with
tight-wing paramilitary operations, und members of a
new vigilante odanization known @ ‘““Posse
Comitatus”” which appoars to be led and funded
through FB| operatives proviously |ovolved in the
terrorist “Secret Army Organization' based in South-
orn Catifornia

Durbam tells his sudiences that manay from the
National Council of Churches ss well ss federal dollas
have been financing AIM' activities, and that thou-
sands of persons associsted with the National Council
of Churches hed been linked to Communist front
groups.

vort,” Durham says, accurstely mimicking the conser.
vative party line, Durham says that Indisns and others
who have joined AIM In the belief they ware "doing
something for civil righty” were the unwitting dupes of
Communism,

Durham pretends he regrets working for the FBI,
Because his position war exposed through some un-
Known governmental leak. Howesver, many persons
who wore his strongest support within AIM  had
become insctive because of legsl actions they faced,
ond he had less and less to do of value to intelligence
sathering. Blowing his old FBI cover has anly given
him morte crodibility in his current assignmant.

Everywhere he goes, Durbam distributes privately and
often mentions publicly an radio or TV the names and
sddressas of AIM supporters, and of church, communi:
ty, or union people who have been belpful, AIM
believes his purpose is 10 mark these individuals for
attack by vigilantes and erackpots.

Durham appeats not only in the nows, but on radio and
TV talk peograms as well,

To those who have some residual sympathy for Indian
causes, Durham sympothizes thet “AIM dous not
répresent all Indisn people” He urges people to
become more Informed about Indians, and not to be
againgt all Indians with long hair. “Please don’t form
the wrong opinions,”” he cautions.

T e e— T T I S ———
The Attack on Mahnomen Survival Farm

On November 5, Durham spoke 10 a closed un.
publicized mesting of the John Birch Soclety, co-
sponsored by the “American Party,” a right-wing
political group, in Bemidji, Minnesota, sbout 40 miles
from a tribul farm on the Whits Earth Reservation
leased out to the American Indian Movement. Jerry
Roy, coordinator at the farm, and Doug Olsen, &
non-indian AIM supporter with a press pass, were able
1o get into the meeting, which was tape-recorded.,

In the session, Durbam claimed that “'reservation
Indiant everywhare™ reject AIM because “it is part of &
Communint piot.” Durhem announced that the nation-
sl AIM offices, running short of funds and tiring of
urban life, had been recently moved to the AIM Farm,
once a private ranch which had beon purchased back
by the White Earth Tribe, Durham deseribed the move
to White Earth a¢ “a takeover of the resetvation™ and
said it would be “more violent than Wounded Knae '’

During Durham's stay a1 Bemidji, other cdandestine
meetings were held with local law enforcement officialy

and county olficisls, Several Minnoapolis Tactical
Squad policea wore seen In the area for several days
before November 11

On that day, Vernon Bellacourt, nationa! AIM director,
wak away an o speoking engagement, A force of
vigilanites came to the AIM Farm in & violent attack in
which Jerry Roy was critically injured. The attackers
Knew what they were after — alithough the offices were
in disarray from the rocent move, the most important
finuncial records ware located and burned,

“Durbam Is definitely aware that many of the financial
allegations he has made about AIM — who is supplying
money, how much, what it iy used for, paid and unpaid
bills — could have eusily been disproved by those
records,” an AIM prass statemant said.

Bloodshed Over Durham fn Milwaukoe

Durham had been speaking throughout South Dakota
to white right-wing audiences, apporently without too
many problems, But when he hit Eau Claire, Wisconsin,
he was confrontad with g crowd with lots of guéstions,
Sitting in the front row was Psula Giese, an AIM
supporter, who was holding a sheaf of documants
relating to Durham. He panicked, and spiit before
questions could be askad,

When Durham appoared in Milwaukes an November
19, he was agoin followed by a native Truth Squad,
This time, howeser, they were refused admission to the
War Mermorial Auditorium where Durham was schud-
uled, and a bloody clubrswinging attack by police
resulted in 20 prvests, 4

A deiegation of about 70 Indians and Chicanos insisted
on thar right to enter and question Durham during a
scheduled question period, Thoy pointed to the adver.
tising poster which wid that tickets wers s “$3
donation®’,

Timothy Enders, John Birch Society coordinator for
Milwaukee, said the group could not attand without
tickots. Howaver, when some of the group tried 10 pay
for a ticket, Enders atill refused, saying, *"You are not
L

The delegation decided to sit down in the lobby untll
they were sliowed entry. It was then that two squads
of riot-geared police waded in. Among those arrested
wias Father James Groppi, o priest who has been active
I civil rights causes, 13 of those arrested were charged
with “unlawful assambly,”

Gropps, the veteran of scores of demonstrations, said
the police action was totally unnacessary, He said the
sit-in was non-viclent, and if tha police had asked him
1o leave, he would have said no, and been arrested
peacefully, Instesd, he was hit in the head twice. Blood
stained the floors as the demaonstrators were led away,

"l never saw anything o brutal,” said Mark LaRoque,
27, a counselor at Milwaikep Area Technical College,
“Women and childron were hit. One kid wos smacked
across the face, 1t was something out of 1984

Durham’s next stop was Green Bay, but there specta-
tors were confronted with only a tape recorder playing
out Durham's words, About 115 persons sat quietly
staring st the empty podium to fisten 1o the message,
One observer mentioned that Durham hadn't missed
much by not attending his gpeech,

Durham said he had 10 run out on question petiods and

wheduled speeches bocause “AIM is trying to interfers
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John Birch Society oficials said Durham had decided
not to remain to speak for “security reasons.” How-
ever, AIM officials wy that Durham doesn't need to
worry sbout them a far as his own security Is
concerned — he is more useful to AIM alive than daad.

Any danger to Durham, AIM points out, is far more
likely to come from his current confidants and
colleagues, who might not take as kindly to informers

and provocateurs among them, or who might decide
that Durham knows too much.

Asx 2 Bircher, Dutham has learned to spread the line
that AIM is “an important part of the |nternational
Communist schema to enslove mankind ™

While Russell Means has said in press Interviews that
“AIM will blow out the candies on the birthday cake,”
Durham says that AIM leaders are resily saying, “They
will culebrate the Bicentennial over our blood. We will
promise you a revolution in 1976, It's better to die in
the street then go down without a whimper,” he claima
in 8 poor paraphrase.

“And they talked about guerilla sctivity and his-
toams,” Durbam alarms, He said that meant “many
attackxs on pgovemment buildings throughout the
country, particularly federal buildings in cities, sniping
in particular, They've planned It aslong (nterstate 80
through South Dakota’ he says, Such fsarsome
statements will surely help AIM’s call for tourists 1o
boycott South Dakota until it Improves its Indian
relationshipa,

“In short,"” writas Stang, *‘the American Indian Move-
ment in't Indian, but it's Red, It was founded by Reds
for revolutionary purposes, and is an important new
part of the international Communist apparatus.*

Libetation Army, The Lot Tres Commitiee of Call-

fornia, Casa, the Irish Republican Army, the Proples
R of China, German Liberation Youth Group, -
spublic il Sociaty. He saie the Co ’

i

line that peopls like David Rockafeller, Nelson
Rockefeller, Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger sre In
an international conspiracy to move the U.S into

“worfd government which will destroy our republic.”
They say AIM is involved with numerous “violent

league with tha Rockafeller-Nixon-Kissingsr forces,
Somaehow, Birch minds don't boggle at the thought of
Dennis Banks conspiring with Hanry Kissinger and
Chalrman Mao for world takeover.

The right-awing of LS. thought is by no means unitad,
There arg those, such 51 Gerald L.X. Smith’s Christian
Nationalist Crusade, which belleves syen the John
Birch Society is a Jewish plot to take over the US.
Others &e o far to the right that they think
conservatives such as Ronald Roagan are leftists,

The John Birch Saciety has been led to believe that
AlIM leaders are In the pay of “white conspirators who
munipulate our govarnment and who are trying to seize
the whole country by using the Indians and others as
cannon-foddar, ™

Furthermore, they have come to think that i Indian
people would regain their sovereignty, then AIM would
impase » system of government that “would make the
present Ressrvations seumy like the Happy Hunting
Ground, In it, the Indians would be saves of the most
ruthless dictatarship known to history,”

The John Birch Society’s paper proposes that Indisns
have what they call “‘genuine independence” —
meaning not only the sbolishment of the BIA, but the
reservations as well, “leaving them alone to live on
their presamt land or wheraver they like, 10 work a1
what they want; to go into business or the professions
or farming, as other independent Americans of all
colors do now." Thus the Bircher view of sovereignty is
st the level of the individual, while native people are

weking sovereignty as a group.
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The fegal campaign against the American Indian Move-
ment has continued for almost three years now, waged
by an army of civil servants and police and prosecutors
who naver have to worry about where their rent money
or supper for thelr children is coming from. Thee
salaried officials are backed up with millions of dotlary

of travel money, investigators, secretaries, and all the
technology and information the U.S, can command.

support groups mobilized on the exciting sction, But
gradually, most got tired or went on to other things,
and now the thin line holding one of tha scales of the
supposadiybiindfolded justice is & skimpy-but
dedicated team of seven people working out of Rapid
City, an aven smaller legal team in Sioux Falls, & legal
support committee in Wichita, and three people work-
Ing on the reservation at Pine Ridge.

woport committes in Wichita, and three people work-
ing right on the maervation,

“We got five dollars in donations in the mail today,” »
legal workoer told AKWESASNE NOTES people who
sport_the night at the WKLDOC houss in Rapid City
on thelr recent trip west. “We used it right awsy w
photo-copy documents we needed to file an appesl.”
There was no food in the house — the last had boen
used for o wack that pmsed for supper several hours
before, There is just one meal served daily for the légal
warkers,

For an attocney from the City, operating in Rapid City

i hassie enough. Thore is harassment from towns
peaple and cowt officlals alike, and lawyers have to
with their own culture shock before they can be
fully useful — if thay decide to stay, "“We're just
flinding out sbout o lot of things " Jack Schwartz said.
*Tha last group left the same day we arrived.”

The telephone on the legal office on the reservation
hod been turned off, ardd the company wanted 3
massive deposit before they'd reconnect.

WKLDOC's lone 11.year-old automobile was requiring
# major overhaul, and while several Lakota's
volunteered the |abar, the cost of parts was holding up
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ond more Important cases are still ahead for them. Just
in human terms, providing' defense for the scores of
poor Lakotas being cornered into submission makes
WKLDOC's task urgent and important,

At Teast one WKLDOC car and home have been
shotgunned. Three legal wockers were arrested on the
reservation August 1 after informing Oglalas they had
the legal right not to talk with the FBI. LAst February,
o carload of legal workers were stomped on by » band
of armed men led by tribal council chalrman Dick
Wilson,

There are evan problems from focal lawyers. WKLDOC
people have been refused the use of the local law
lisrary and have 1o drive four or more hours 1o other
to do thair legal research. Judge Ancrew
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A GLIMPSE OF CIVIL RIGHTS
1984 AS THE WOUNDED KNEE
LEGAL CAMPAIGN CONTINUES

The WKLDOC staff have compiled an impressive
record of wins, despite these handicaps,

Howaver, without additional staff and the funds to
operate, they cannot even begin to provide legal
assistance, A fund-saiser, communications workers, and
parsifegal help are particularly needed, a8 well os
attorneys willing to take on o caseload or to provide
back-up helip,

While thare have been many dark momeants in the U.S.'
legal histary, there will be many more in the future for
all WS, people if the current legal battie being waged
againgt noative people is not fought on equal terms.
Should the present struggle continue against such
overwhelming odds, people might in the future have
oocasion to reread the accounts of the Indian Trials of
the 15705 to understand that by their failure to
respond to the Lukota plea for halp, they only are
getting the legal systam they deserve,

For WKLDOC, the last trial arising directly from the

occupation of Wounded Knee onded quietly and
almost unnoticed November 13 In Council Bluffs,
lowa. Unlike the earller leadership cases where thete
was glamor snd glitter and foodlights, the trial of
Bernard Escamilla hardly created a ripple,

As with most of the other cases, though, the trial
ended in at lsast a portisl victory, Escamilla began the
trisd with five felony counts left from an original
NM<count indictment. He ended the trisl with an
sequittal on a charge of sssaulting 2 federal officer, and
with conviction on a charge of possession of a gun by &
convicted felon, That conviction resulted from a
photograph of Escamilla with a rifle in his hand,

Escamilla was charged with shooting F8I agent Curtis
Fitzguerald, Fitzgerald bad been shot in the hand while
he was in @ high-speed chase of a van during a time
when roadblocks were down In the sarly days of the
Wounded Knes occupation, Earlier this year, Escamilla
wis involved in another trial in which a serious felony
assault was reduced to a misdemeanor and he wos
sentenced to serve 80 days in jail,

Escamilla’s hearing was held in Bismark bafore Juge
Bruce Von Sickle. He was tried with 13 other
defondants, all charged 'with inrecforing with fodoral
officers In the lowlul course of their duty. Earlier,
other cases involving the same charges and same facts
had been divmissed when tha courts fouod that federal
officars wers not in the lawful course of their duty
because of itlegal participation by the Pentagor,

Van Sickle looked over 400 exhibits, reviewed 8,000
pages of transcripts from other trials, read 200 pages of
legal briefs, heatd two days of oral srgument, and
delibarsted for two months before dismissing four
defendants. Four others had charges dropped before
the hearing was aver.

As the occupation proceeded, people gained courage
from their united actions, and longrange demands
became evident: sovereignty, recognition of the Treaty
of 1868, Ogfata control pf Ogiala land, rstoration of
traditional government.

Although in tha long run, the courts have vindicated
the occupiers of Woundoed Knee, the price paid by the
Oglaias and their supporters has been tremendous. Not
only did the trials themsdives bring about hardship and
worry, but the fact of their victory has brought even
grester torment and oppression to come into alraady:
strained lives,

The Wounded Knoe trials had gone on since January,
16974, one of the maost massive sots of political
indictments in U.S, history, The trials of Dennis Banks
und Russell Msans took nine months in St. Paul —
while the teisls of Leonard Crow Dog, Carter Camp,
and Stan MHoldar took four days in Cedar Rapids, lowa,
last June, Al were found gullty, but Camp and Holder
did not appear for senmtencing. Crow Dog was placed op
probation ower the objections of R.D. Hurd, who
prosecuted both “leadership™ trials for the US.

Two of the Wounded Knee trisls lasted less than
wwenty  minutes, Nondesadership cases were tried in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Lincoln, Nebratka, Council
Blufis, lowa; and Bismark, Nocth Dakota — samatimes,
it seemed, simultaneously. At tho end of theee success-
ive run-away grand juries, there were 147 indictments,
mastly of Oglala paople from tha Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion, The grand juries started sitting aven before the
siege on Wounded Knee was over, and continued until
May, 1074,

Out of the original 147 Indictments, there were 189
trials, and one special hearing involving all 44 defend-
ants. The U.S. dropped all otfer Indictmants as its
losing sverage got worse and woese. However, even for
those who finally went free, most had to spend aimast
two years with the threat of trials and imprisonment
hanging over their heads, In some instances, the U.S,
dropped Wounded Knese charges sfter it was able to
Imprison defendants on other alleged incidents un-
rolated to Wounded Knea,

Hundreds of thousinds of dollars were tied up in beil
monays, One defendant who did not come to trial was
Pedro Bissonette — he wm killed by BIA polics othe
Pine Ridge Reservation, The U.S, refused to return his
bail money even after his death,

Out af the whole accupation of Wounded Knee, the
U.S. was able to obtain only fifteen conwvictions,
including one plea of 0o contest, ona ples of guilty,
and one plea that was bargained,

- Jusn Reyra/AKWESASNE NOTES photo
The Bulletin Board at the WK LDOC Office in Rapid City

Because of U.S, abjections, most of the court hearings
dealt with the bare facts of the indictments and not
much mare - why the occupation occurred and what
took place there ware not considered relevant, But one
hearing which got to meaty issues was hald last winter
before Judge Warten Urbom in Lincoin, Nebraska.

In & n<day heering, traditional people, chiefs, histan-
uns, schotars, and lawyers explained the Treaty of Fort
Laramle, 1868, and how under terms of that trusty,
the defenders of Wounded Knee were acting within
their rights. Urbom weigbed the avidenos and tha legal
precedants for six weeks, and then In sn obviously
labored and painful decigion, ha ruted that any action
based onrecognition af the treaty had to come from
Washington, not from the courts. That decision is

under appaal,

The convictions of the Wounded Knee defendants was
appesied to the Bth Circuit Court of Appeals, which
held a hearing on October 18, A three-judge panel —
Gerald Heaney, Myron Bright, and William Webstor —
heard lawyers say the convictions should be overturned
because under the 1868 Sioux Treaty, the USA. was
nat givan criminal jurisdiction on Indian lands.

Also, It said, the corwictions are lnvalld becsuss FBI
informer Douglas Durham had been intimately in-
volved in defense strategy sessions, violating lawyer
dient privacy,

Vine Deloria, Sioux attorney and author of a number
of bestselling books, told the judges that jurisdiction
still Jies with the Lakota Nation. The 1868 Trosty
establishes the Sloux as a sovereign nation, governad by
their own rules and system of faw,

However, Duane Nelson, special assistant US, Artor.
ney, said the courts have heid previously that the
federal government has passad laws superceding the
1868 treaty. However, he could not cite any specific
documant showing when the US Government had
assumed its jurisdiction,

The WKLDOC needs an experienced fund-
raiser for a month or so, to train another
person. It needs money and food stamps to
operate. It neads lawyers, and paralegal
workers. It needs student newspapers, radio
stations, and local people to get the news out.
For further information, contact:
Wounded Knee Legal
Defense/Offense Committes
POBox 2307
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701
telephone (605) 348-5846
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The agreement ending the siege on Wounded Knee
colled for o thorough Investigation of tribal govern.
ment action against those involved In corrupt tribal
practices, and for protection for residents against the
sbuses of tribel government, Thers were to have boen
thorough discussions with US, officals about the
Treaty of 1868, The sgreement was broken within a
hatf-hour after the sisge anded, and nothing of depth
was done theresfter,

A top-level inteedepartmental task force to look into
Pine Ridge problems and found the traaty fssue was of
vital importance, must be dealt with, and offered some
solutions, However, when the Interior Department
issund its final report, these insights were censorad out
by Stan Duremas, taskforce chairman.

When the US. lost most of its court cases against
Wounded Knee participants, the Government began 3
new strategy, orresting native activists in what the
Amarnican Indian Movement gsserts ars trumped-op
charges designed to tie up their energy in extended
logal battles and to Intimidate their supporters into
submission for a quiet Bleentennial,

Because the press has lgnored the federal influence on
the reservation In 118 support of the Wilson administra-
tion, and has instead emphesized American Indian
Movement militance, the government complicity in
rasurvation s and the 43 murders in 18 months is
disguised, White American acts as a detached observer,
save in the belie! that it would be wrong to intorfare
with Indigns fighting it out among themseives,

Beatings, firobombings, harassment, paramilitary
maneuvers have received little attention from US,
journalists = but then asain, neither have people gottan
much concerned with the resarvation’s winter un
employment rote of over 70%, Its dilapidated housing,
nor an alcholism rate five times the national average.

The reservation is divided into gight districts, each with
its own group of government-bullt cluster houses, plus
|solated compounds of wooden cabins and farm struc-
tures, Pine Ridge, howevar, where the BIA and tribal
government offices are locoted, is relatively well-
developed with affluent split-level homes of tribal and
BIA bureaucrats. For the rest, there is only a small
store, perhaps a post office, maybe a'gas station.

The districts are connectad by a network of narow
unlit highways, and the well10-do homesteads of the
white ranchers are rarely visibje from the main roads,

At one time, esch sres supported an active community
life — now the residents retreat into their houses at
nightfall and sit, many of them armed, behind darken-
ed windows, watching and waiting. Even the streets of
Pine Ridge Village are virtually deserted on a Saturday
night, the silence broken only by the cuising BIA
police cars,

The current crop of FBI men at Pine Ridge are not the
smooth Gumen of TV drama fame. They wear jeans,
cowbay boots and hats, wear their side-orms on @
gunbalt, and swagoer about like town bullies; taanting
Lakotas and obviously snjoying their power,

In fact, legal workers belisve that the FBI ls primarily
Iinterestod in intimidating people, rather than gaining
information. Fear s the “dominant forcs™ on the'
reservation, As Lew Gurwitz, a WKLDOGC worker says,
“Indians are seeing a side of the Government and the
FBI most white people never see.™

Even people who managed to withstand the indignities
of fifelong poverty and the tensions of the Wounded
Knee slege and its aftermath hove been plain worn
down by this latest assault on thelr humanity, and
some are 100 frightaned to leave their homes any more
than necessary.

At the invitation of the Jumping Bull family, a group
of Oglala Lega! Defense workers moved into a home on
their property, the site of the June 28 deaths of the
wwo FBI agents and Joseph Kills Right.

They were visited by & dozen FBI sgents on October
22. When the agents were told they would hawe to
leave unless they had written suthorization from the
owners or a search warrant, one agent replied, “We are
here whather you ke it or not*

Legal workers said they were insulted by the agents
and shoved around. Confronted by three women legal
workars, the agents prefaced all their remarks with
"Sugar”, "Honay", or "8aby". The agents refused to
show any warrant or identification, the workers said,

Agents came another day, and said they were looking
for something, and they wouldn't lsave ontil they
found it. “"The agents were really belligerent and ugly,™
one legal worker said. “It bore no resemblance to an
investigation. They had the place completely surround-
eod and were all set to pounce a3 0N as snyone did
anything they could possibly arrest them for.”

“THE MINER’S CANARY AN
ENDANGERED SPECIES IN

AMERIC

“You Must Appear Forthwith™

1984 came a littie closer as FBI agents started issuing
unsigned, unsesled, undated subpoenas ordering pecpie
to appear “forthwith™ before a Rapid City grand jury
investigating the deasths of two FBI men June 26 at
Oglata.

Wancla Siers was forced 1o leave her six-month-old
baby, sick with measles, to head for Rapid City
voluntarily or face arrest by the FB] for failure to
sppear. Lou and Billy Buan were ordered by agunts to
hoad for Rapid City, even though their six children

would come home from school unaware of thair,

parents’ absance,

In Rapld City, 1l.wear-old Jimmy Ziunmerman was
picked up by FBI and taken bofors the grand jury. He
was askod where he was Jung 26, but be said he would
not testify without an attorney. He stood on his rights,
and finally was reloased whon sven R.[. Murd could
not bring himsel! to chaege an 11.yearald with
contempt of court, Zimmerman had aleeady gotten his

political education during the siege on the Jumping
Bull house near where the FBI agents had digd, He had
come out of the houswe with his hends held high,
shouting at the hundreds of policemen to stop shoot-
ing. However, police continued firing on him, and he
was forcod tomoomlnmouthm.

Also taken before the grand jury was Jean Bordeaux,
She was not subpoened, but instesd was placed under
arcest a5 @ “matorial witness™, She was placed in the
lock-up despite a doctor’s appointment for much.
necded modical attention. Judge Andrew Bogue soid he
had ordered hee preest to ansure that she would appear,
althouah she had naver been suhpoened praviously.,

It was ber seeand arrest in months — she had been held
after the Konsas Turnpike incident in Septamber,

Although Hurd had throatened to resubpoena some 30
o1 40 persons, from the ressrvation, he colled only 1wo
mare, brought in from the Pennington County Jail.
They wore Angio and Ayl Long Visitor, who hod been
jaited since September 16 Tor refusing to testity before
earlior grand jury sessions.

The Long Visitors had stood on thelr treaty rights,
insisting that the grand jury had no business on the
reservation, They appealed their case, but thair
application for bail during the waiting period win
denied, They took the matter as far as the US
Supreme Court, which declined to grant bail, Thm
made it clear the Long Vistors would have to testify —
they have three children under four years of age, and
the conditions in the Rapid City joil are intolerable,
The coupie were not allowed to vigit each other, even
on wisiting days,

Actually, the FBI had already Iimplicated sl persons
now arrested for the slayings wven before the grand
jury was convoned, Prosecutors had asked for high
bonds on two persons arrested in other incidents on
the grounds that they were involved in the June 26 FBI
deaths,

The reconvening of the grand jury wes carefully
concealed from lawyers from the Wounded Knee Legal
Defonse/Offense Committee, who had been repregent-
ing the Long Visitors. US, Attorneys had told
WKLDOC tawyers it would take & woek or two to get
the grand jury together, but the U.S. would not object
to releasiog the Long Visitors it they would promise to
reappear, When they appeared in Judge Bogue’s court
to aive that pledge, Bogue said the grand jury would be
ready 1o hear their testimony in 2 hall -hour. Govern-
mant officials knew that lawyers who had repeesented
the Lang Visitors previously would be out of town at
that tifme.

Joanna LeDéaux had been raturning to Oglata from
Rapid City on the morning of June 26 when sh was
stopped by FBI agent David Price, who commuandeered
10 car to be driven to the area of the shooting. He had
blown up his own car engine In his haste 1o return
there sfter delivering a prisoner to Hot Springs, South
Dakota

They arrived to find police shaoting at the homes
whore Joanna knew women and children and old
people lived, The FBI say they ardered firing to cedse
while Joanna, a legal worker, entered the wea. The
firing continued, however. After laaving the area, she
returned bedring a signed suthorization from the White
Clay District Tribal Council for her to madiate in the
shooting, to seek & cease fire on their bohalf, '

Although federal law prohibits mediators and abitra-
tors from divulging information relative to the situa-
tion they entesr, Judge Bogue says that this requirement
does not hald in the cisa of an sflegad murder,
-although the Taw itself doss not seem to make this

distingtion.

Bayond this, nmmmammmm
jurisdiction of the traditional body of the
Lakota Natlan, she is not required to ovidence to

thoonnd]orv.

Because of her stance, she had been singled out for
more-than-the-usual harassmant. The home where she
had been staying was on more than one occasion
encircied by heavity-armed FBI agents. Finally, the F8I
obituined o warrant for har arrest as @ material witness,
o term which implies that exact knowledge of a specific
crime is known — which is not true in her cuse, The
warrant was issued on July 12, but she was not arrested
until late August at her parent’s home, although her
axact wheribouts were known to the FBI constantly,

Joanna LeDeaux s separated from her Danish-nations!
hushand, Poul Johannesen, He had come 1o the U.S. to
visit their two childran who had been staying with their
grandparents in Sioux Falls ever since the Oglals
shootings, Poul headed east from Sioux Falls by
airplane on Sunday morning, August 24 at 7 am,, and
by 8:30, six FBI ngents in the company of » Sioux
Falls uniformed patrolman pushed their way past
Joanna's 12.yeor-old son, and entersd the home to
arrest her, She was sleeping ot the time, but sgents
refused her demand that she be atlowed to drass, When
askod to show an arrest or search warrant, they raplied,
"We don't need one.”

Jooona was maken to jail, end later before US,
Magistrate David Vroman. The US. wanted to hold het
on 350,000 ball until Septamber 2, when the grand
jury waos scheduled to meet,

It was in Chicago that Poul Johannesen changed planes.
He was mot by FBI agents from the Chicago office,
accompanied by two FBI flown all the way from Pine
Ridge — David Price and Dean Hughes, the SWAT
leader from the June 26 atsault on the Oglata houses.
Poul says tha FBI threatened with having “the shit beat
out of him™, They. told him he would not be allowoed
back in the US, 10 visit his children, that he had been
harboting & fugitive, even though she had committed
no crime, Most seriously, they throatened Poul with
having the children taken into "protective custody”,
suggesting that if the children returned to Pine Ridge
with Joanna, both children would be killed.

Joanna was eventunlly refeased an Monday, August 24,
on $5000 personal recognizance bond by Federal
Judige Fred Nichal,
[Continued dn next page!
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Pennington County Jail in Rapid City. Three weoks
later, Bogue ordered her transferred to the South
Dokot;‘ Women's Penitentiary at the Yankton State

Many persons say they have been offered bribas by the
FBI 1o glve false pvidence, Offers have ranged from
$200 to $1,000 and sometimes include a new car.
Tony Bush, Chire ‘Not Help Him, Jonas Belt, Jr,,
Wayne High Hawk, and Daley One Eyes have sach told
of such offers;

Latonny Plenty Waolf is 15 years old, She and another
toan-aped friend, Ben Leonard, were questioned at the
Oglala Community School by FBI sgent Michael
Naville, who misrepresented himself as a teacher. Later,
Neville came to Latonna’s home, ordersd out of bed
and into hia cor, and continued his intarrogation. When
shit refused to anwwer, he subpoenaed her 10 the Grand
Jury hearings.

Legat workers say that Nevllle was o close friend of the
deceased agents, and has declared the investigations a
porsonal vendetta,

In sorving their subpoenas, the FBi frequently appear
in groups of 30 to 40 agents, dressed In fatigues and
carrying MaGs, They do not uss sn interpreter,
although many Lakota do not speak English, One man
in his late 80s died of a heart attack after bo and his
wife — nejither of whom spoke English — were
threatened and intimidated in thelr home.

On deys when the grand jury is checking into “Indlan
problems', security is tight at the front doar of the
couirthouse. Only people on the guard’s fist are sliowed
in. Yet on days the grand jury I¢ hearing testimany on
uc::ﬁhhm a8 legal track betting, there it no security
“ .

Some double standard stems to be operating from the
grand jury. When Dick Wilson and the goon squad beat
up o whole crew of whits lawyers and their defendants,
the grand jury only came down on them with
misdemeanor assault charges — and evan these were not
handled in federal courts, Wilson had the tribal court
handle the matter, and his men were fined $10 and $8
court costs. However, the same grand jury Indicted
four AIM members on folony charges of assault with
deadly weapons for an incident the same day when
they were chased from the Pine Ridge courthouse
where one of them was on trial, bygoons armed with
automatic weapons. The goons were not charged ot all
in that incident.

Historically, the grand jury was envisioned as a mesns
of protecting Individuals from the arbitrary power of
state authority under English law, It is supposed to
function a5 “the conscience of the community”. Its
purpose s to determine whether the government has
sufficient svidence to cause a person to face trial for a
$2rious crime,

in 1970, however, the Organized Crime Control Act
suthorized the crestion of special grind juries to
nvestigate the violation of specific statutes and look
for evidence, With that power, the US, has baen using
the grand jury to intimidate and repeess groups and
individuals viewed as threatening.

The grand jury's use in this way was the work of
now-convicted Watergate felons John Mitchell and
Robert Mardian. While the former Justice Department
officials are gone now, the investigative grand jury
remalns. Under the U.S. Constitution, the grand jurors
are expected 1o be Independent of the prosecutor, even
mistrustful, But now they work hand-in-hand, or
better, being led hand-in-hand, by the prosscution In
harassing the innocent, rather than protecting them,

One woman spent saven months in prison for refusing
to ansear such questions as this one: | want you to
tall the grand jury what period of time during the years
1969 and 1970 you resided at 2201 Ocsan Front Walk,
Venice, who resided there at the time yvou lived there,
identifying all persons you have soen in or about the
premises at that address, and tell the grand Jury all of
the conversations that were held by you or others in
your presence during the time you were ar that
address.”

A diversity of groups have been targutod recently,
ranging from the lesbian community in Lexington and
New Haven to the Lakota community of Pine Ridge.
The way the jury |s baing used naw, the jurors aren't
even being asked to make § docision, They just sit there
while the prosecuting attorney uses the peculisr powers
of the grand jury to foree people 1o talk in an sffort to
gather information which the gowarnment can‘t get in
any other way. )

The kind of pressure which the grand jury can exaert is
heavy and insidious, There being no cherge against the
parson interviewed, he does not have the constitutional
rights of 4 defendant. Oncé he has been granted
“immunity”, he cannot plead the Fifth Amendment’s
protection against salf-incrimination, He is not allowsd
representation by an attorney,

Legal opposition to the abuse of the grand Jury ix being
organized. For more Information, contact:
Coalition to End Grand Jury Abuse
930 F St., N.W. 1900,
Washington, D.C, 20004

Another group issuing a newsletter is:
Grand Jury Project
of the New York Woman's Union
853 Broadway Room 1415
New York, N.Y. 10003
telephane (212) 533.2299

Letters
of support for Joanne LeDeasux may be
addressed to:

POBox 76

Yankton, South Dakota 57078

WEEDING THE GARDEN PLOT......

-k INE-

On Nowvember 25, a US, grand Jury in Rapid City
indicted four native men for first-degres premaditated
murder in the deaths of two Federal Burean of
Investigation sgents in Oglaln on the Pine Ridge
Resorvation June 26. Joe Stuntz Kllls Right was also
fatally wounded on that same day, but there haye been
no charges or investigation into his death,

The four indicted men are 19.yasr-old Jimmy Eagle, an
Ogiala from Pine Ridge, who had already been pre-
viously indicted September 5; Leonard Peltier, o
Rossbud Sioux from Grand Forks, North Dakota, who
has been underground since last winter, Robert
Robideaux, # Sioux from Cheyenne River, who has
baen in joil in Wichita, Konsas, on $125,000 bond since
September, and Dino Butier of the Rouge River People
in Oregon, who has been in jail in Plerre, South
Dakota, since the raid oo Crow Dog's Paradise
September 5, held on a high bail bond,

Significantly, three of the four men charged ware
giready In custody, and the fourth was alresdy »
fugitive, which mokes things quite a bit more timple
for the lawmen.
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The FBl claims the indictments are the result of an
lwestigation which its agents hawve besn conducting
since the shootings, Agents have been the principal
witnesses before the grand jury, However, the timing of
the indictments coincided with the appearance of
Lakota witnessas, giving the imprassion that Indians
hod testifiod against other Indians. But NBC TV News
was reporting the Indictments while the Lakota wit.
nesses were still being forced to testify,

Eagle’s sttorney, Robert R. Bryan of Birmingham,
Alabama, has filed a motion asking that Eagle’s trial be
moved 1o another district. He cites as one reason the
prejudice already exhiblited in Eagle’s legal proceedings,
Ouring o proliminary bail hearing on August 4, U.S.
Magistrate James H, Wilson refused to reduce bail,
saying that Eagle had a “callous disrogard for the rules
of oivilized sociaty™ and that his grandmother, Gladys
Bissonette possessed “‘an attitude of hostility towsed
federal law enforcement officials.” All these statements
waore made without even an indictment, let alone a jury
determination of the issues,

Bryan also noted the vast amount of prejudicial
publicity in the case which makes a falr trial by an
impartial jury almost an impossibility, Eagle's name has
appeared In the Rapid City Journal over 80 times since
his arrest,

The situstion is the same, actuslly, for almost any
native person. In the fast three years In South Dakota
therg has been the disturbance in Custer, the
occppation of Wounded Knee, the Pork Plant Takeover
in Wagner, the Columbus Day bombings at Pine Ridge,
the reign of terror, the raid on Crow Dog's Paradise,
nndd all the trials associnted with these events in a state
known even before all this as the "Mississippl of the
Indians"’,

The intansity of the FBI% réaction to the Juns 28
shooting of two of its agents made It appear that the
ingident— not the deaths — was welcomed, even
prepared for, Thot tragedy provided » long-desirad
excuse to invada the reservation in farge numbers, und
get back at the occupiers of Wounded Knee for their
stand-off of federal power,

While the press was busy detailing the lutest revaiations
of FBI break-ins and other illegal scts during the 1950¢
und '80s, an estimated 200 agants, accompanied by
armored personnel carriers and helicopters, “broke in™
nt Pine Ridge with immunity.

As Susan Abroms, 8 commentator at radio station
WCAS-AM in Cambridge reported In WIN megazine,
“With about & much subtlety as Ford showed in the
Mayaguer incident, these modern-day John Wavnes
seem to be using the reservation as an object lesson to
uppity Indians everywhere, ™

On the Rosebud Retervation, FBI agents, BIA police,
and US. Marshalls carried off & dawn raid on Crow
Dog’s Paredise and Leonard Crow Dog's brother-in-
faw’s home adjoining his land. They arrested seven
persorts a1 that time, and later another in Los Angeles
as she stepped off a plane,

In Manderson, South Dakota, ong person weas arrested
and charged with the murder of his best friend, while
another was arrasted for assault in the process of trylng
to escape from persons who wers assaulting him,

in Rapid City, South Dakota, three persons were [alled
for contempt when they refusad to answer questions
by a grand jury looking into the “Oglals Incident™
where two FBI men and one native man wera killed.
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In Oklahoma, the FBi, Secret Service, U.S. Marshals,
and Alcohol, Firearms & Tobaoto sgents ralded the
home of Gerry Thomas and arrasted her son for
possassion of murijuana after they conducted an illegal
paramilitary-type ssarch.

In Kansas, seven persons, including two juveniles and o
one-yesr-old child were srrestod. The car they were
said to have been riding in axploded and burnad,

At Oglala, former tribal councilman Jim Little was
beaten to death by four men clode to the present tribal
administration. During his wake, three persons were
arrested for allegedly having firearms,

Many members of the Lakota Treaty Council have
themsalves been victimized by the violence, Within @
week of Frank Starr's being appointed to the White
Clay Law and Order Cammittes In June to deal with
the increassed harassment by the FBI after June 28, his
brother was beaten almost to death,

Respactad chie! Frank Fools Crow's home was fire.
bombed in March, and in July the FBI refused to allow
a truck 1o deliver cinderblocks for feconstruction,
saying he might build bunkers with tham,

Fools Crow's interpreter, Matthew King, had his home
shot up.

Marvin Ghost Bear, an elécted tribul council member
from Batestand, was held hostage in the Pine Ridge jall
by goons whan ha came 10 Pine Ridge tribal court on
Fabiruary 26. His life has beon threatened many times,
and at onw' tima, his home wis sthot st so often he win
forced to mowe off the reservation for awhile.

Last March, Eugene White Hawk's niece and her two
children died when goons ran their car off the road,

Kenny Loud Hawk was threatensd with an indictment
It he dida’t answer FBI questions, and his father, also &
dalegate, was fired from the job he had held for ten
yvears;, and for which he was under contract for 2 full
year more,

It is Impossible to get an accurate count of Pine Ridge
Ressrvation residents out on bond swaiting trial in
Federal Court. Cartainly it is close 1o & dozen or more,
mast of them traditionais or AIM members. However,
two cases which relate Indirectly to the June 26 FBI
deaths are indicative of the U.S, assauit on native
people, reprisals on uncooperative Indlans,

Donny Hudson, age 13, is charged with stealing an
automatic weapon from a white rancher, Orville
Schwarting, No one else ks charged, and Hudson was in
Deadwood riding in 2 rodeo when the robbery was
slleged to take piace. Hudson was charged after he
refused to testify at a July 14 grand jury investigating
the FBI agents’ deaths, and he family was warned by
the FBI that they “would get it" if they didn’t answes

questions,

Jotry Besr Shield is accused of murder of his close
friend, Stacy Cottier, On March 20, saipers shot at
Baor Shield, Cottior, and Norman Baar Shirt as they
walked along the road. Bear Shield was shot in the
throat, and Cottler was killed. Tribal police tried to
charge Bear Shisld with murder, and then et him go,
but in early September, a federal grand jury indicted
him after he refused an FBI offer of $800 to testify
before the grand jury sbout the murder on March 9 of
Josh Steele, alleged to haye been a member of tha goon
squad,

Bear Shisld was Indicted for murder Macch 21 for
Steslo’s death, the same day goons killed an eye-
witness to Steele's murdes who could have cleared Bear
Shield, The youth is an AIM member, a Wounded Knee
defendant for whom charges wora dropped, and 3
traditional Oglala who speaks little English. He has
been 4 constant victim of FBI harassment, especially
since June 26,

Dale Shepherd was charged with recelving stolen
property after he hocked & gun at 5 store In Sharps
Carner and the FBI says it came from the car of one of
the dead agents, Shepherd was indicted February 25,
even after the FBI| said two liedetector tests cleared
him of any knowledge of where the gun came from,

A series of demonstrations around the U.S. have
protested the continuing assaults against  native
peaples. In San Francisco, 200 persons gathered In
front of the Federal Building on October 14, and other
groups organized by the Survivel of American Indians
Associstion in Seattle demonstrated on Columbius Day.

All-White Jury Finds Jim Robideau Guilty

The trial of Jim Robideau ended in conviction on one
charge of riot while armed with a dangerous weapon in
Custer, South Dakota. The jury returned November 16,
&nd on November 19, he was sentenced to two to five
yoears in the state penitentiary at Sloux Falls,

Roubideau s the sixth person brought to trial stem.
ming from his participation in 4 delegation 1o Custer 10
discuss with state’s attornays @ mild charge which they
Had loid against a white mans who had fatally stabbod
Wesiey Bad Heart Bull, Of tha six persons who have
had trials, five have been convicted by sll-white juries,
and others still awalt teial,

The trial began November 3 before state judge Merton
Tice, In # week of jury selection, 39 out of 70
prospective jurars were excused because of antl-Indian
bsas. During an earlier trial of Dennis Banks, 230 jurors
wore rejected g3 biased, The town whete the trials are
taking place Is named aftor famed Indian-slayer General
George Armstrong Custer,

Prosecutor Mark Meithenry tsed as  his peinciple
evidence two film clips taken by a Sioux Falls
newsman and # Chicago telecuster. A portion ol the
film showed nationsl AIM leader Russell Means on the
floor being beaten and kicked by policemen,

Judge Tioe did not allow ore expert witness 10 testify
~ & man who had worked with the original
invintor of the not baton, His testimony would have
been that the riot baton was not designed &s @
dangerous weapon, but wes designed to push or poke
back crowds. He was propared to testify that Robideau
had used tha riot baton exactly s it was imtanded for
~ seft-defense. Other charges ageingt Robidesu had
been dismissed, and categorizing the tiot baton as a
“dangerous weapon”' ditectly led 1o his conviction.

The defense was also hampered by failure of the
prosecution 10 tufn over documents and evidence.
Although Tice had ordeted the stite to produce the
materlals, he proceeded with the tial over defene
the court’s orders. At a predtrial hesring, s axpert
wilness on cummunity  bias and prejudice, Bob
Buckout, was thr with arrest by the prosecaiior,
state attorney general Willism Janklow, when Jankiaw
dicdn’t like Buckout™s testimony.

Robideau wos indicted in August, 1873, but he was not
sarved with the indictment until April, 1875, Accord-
ing to. South Dakown law, all defendants must be
brought to trial within a year after they are indictad.
Robideau had been working setting up an ex-offéntlers
program in Rapid City, and heiping the Rapid City
Indian Setvice Council locate jobs, counsol clients, and
sEl Up community activities,

On Seprember 27 in Lake Andes, South Dakotn, the
savon Yankton Sloux defondints were convicted on
state charges of grand tarceny and third degree burglary
for the May 2, 1975, occupation af the Yankton Sioux
Pork Plant on their reservation near Wagner, Scuth
Dakota. The allwhite jury deliberated nine hours.

Mike and Godwin Weston are still in il on $10,000
borwd. — $5000 federal and $5,000 state. Don
Conouyer and Mark Wirkler are free on the same bond
conditions, Jesse Castello and Mike Homomichi are out
on pursonal recognizance. Jim Wedell was being hold
on $12,000 bond snd escaped the afterncon of
September 27 from o Wagnar hospital whete he was
being trested for an sye infection,

Wedstl and four others ~ the Westons, Winkler, and
Conouyer — had escaped before from the Charles Mix
County Law Enforcement Center on July 26. All but
Wodell wyre oither coptured or turned themsilves in,
Wectsl| remained free until the day the trial began,
when he voluntarily sppedred in court, ready for trial,

The state of South Dakota mssumed jurisdiction in the
case, contrary to US, law which specities that the
foderal governmant has jurisdiction on reservations.
However, the US. falled to intetvene. The state
Attormey General, AlMphobe Willlam  Janklow, und
state law enforcement officlals spearheaded the attack
on the Yankton Sioux Pork Plant which ended the May
2 occupation,

The occupation had highlighted a dispute the Yankton
people had with Melvin Rosenthal, manipulsted his
part-ownership in the park plant to controlling 86% of
the stocks, and over his management and personngl
palicias,

The defendants were represanted by court-sppointed
attorneys, and were tried by an all.white jury chosan
from the L:ke Andes arca, 8 white community In the
middle of the Indian reservation, Jury selection for the
trial lasted anly 2% days, and the trial lasted only one
day. All seven defendants also face fedaerdl charges of
breaking and entering and two counts of assault.

At a rally of support for the Yankton Seven on
October 4, several hundred peaple gathered, The local
AIM chapter had roquested police protection for the
peaceful rally against armed white vigilantes, who are a
constant threat in the arps, However, the law enforce-
ment force that responded seemed to be more than the
situation demanded: over 15 state patrol cars, at leest
ten FBI agents outside and an undetermined number
inside the courthouse, 25 unmarked curs, a SWAT
squad, and aircratt maintaining serial surveillance,

Aussall Means spoke of the thousand AIM members
arrestod since Wounded Knee ‘73, He himseif has been
arrested 14 times, and shot at twice by BIA police, He
commaonted on the bad press oreated around the arrests
by reporters who accompany the FBI, This is intended
1o build up resentment and fright among noan-Indians,
Means toid the rally. In the 1Bth and 19th Centuries,
the Government relied on the label of “‘savege™ to
excuse massacres and rip-offs, In the 20th Century, he
said, the label is “militant” to excuse mass arrests,
illegal invasions, murders, and tribal government coe-
ruption condoned and encouraged by the U.S,
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BANKS REMAINS FREE IN POLITICAL EXILE

Dennis Banks, lield director of the American Indisn
Mowament, remains free in’ palitical exile, #ithough »
series of natlonwide searches have been conducted hy
local, state, snd federal officers. Police insist thot they
have twice narrowly missed captueing him — once in
Kansss, and once in Oregon near the ldasho border.
Both rimes, his wile and native peopte travelling with
her were arrusted,

Seemingly Banks had been seen all over the country.
Any middle-aged Indian male with long hair was in
danger ot being stopped by polica for questioning,

In St Payl, State Patrol officers, helicoptars, St, Paul
Police and FBI agents cornered a car at Aurocs Avenue
and St. Alban Street on October 6 — but Banks was
not in the vehicle, Earlier in the day, the car had been
chased by trooper Eugens Pollard, but Pollard's car
rammed another vehicle driven by Mrs. Hslen Wolfe,
59, sanding her to the hospitsl, When the car was
spotted lotar in the day near national AIM head-
qQuarters, authorities converged on the site, but kept
their distance, However, sfter the car wos cornered, the
army of officers found anly Varnon Boellecourt,
Margaret Sprague, 25, and Pauls Horne, 18,

The car was seizad, nonetheless, and hauled to the city
parage for & possible FBI check,

Bellecourt challenged police sccounts, however, Mo
said that while a State Pateol cor had tollowed them
when they headed for AIM haadquarters that morning,
there had been no chase. Ho ssid he had no idea how
Pollard happened to be involved in the colfision with
Mrs. Wolfe, “but it certainly was not while he was
purstring us.”

He also described the impoundment of the car as »
Koystone Kop comady, He said all day, roporters had
been coming in 1o mk what wat going on and whare
was Dennis Banks, A police helicopter flew back snd
forth observing the scens all doy, Bellecourt said,
“About 4:30, the threo of us closed the office and
haoadod for the car, As we did, police and FBI agonts all
began jumping into thelr cars and the helicopter
roomnd in, We drove sbout o block when they curbed
us, questioned ug, and improunded the car,”

“An innocent woman was lnjured. We were harassed.
And Pollard filed o false report,” Bellecourt charged,
“After all that, | think the authorities at least owe us
an apology.”

Searches were also conducted of a Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, residence October 7, FBI sgent William
Miencke reported, He wasn't thero,

The FBI also searched the Wounded Knee Legsl
Defense/Offense Committee house In Rapid City,
mmw-.m
WMMWWNM&]  which
wlnv ot and asssult during the

Banks wumkuddlbbwdcedn aga, which
would make ¥ prison sentence mandatory. His attor
ney, John Flynn, o Northeastarn University law profes-
sor, said there was every possibility Banks would be
killed In prison. “The prisons tend to be a reflection of
the society, and this society s very, very white” Flynn

B

A news release from the AIM headquarters described
Banks” move as “political exile,”

South Dakota Attorney General William Janklow, who
had personally prosecuted the case, said, “We’ll get him
— it'll just take time,”

If apprebended outside the state, Banks would be
browght before a federal magistrate. Thore would be
extradition hearings, which, if the state won, would
result in his return to South Dakota for sentencing —
he faces a maximum of 15 years in the state peni-
tontiary,

Janklow claimed Banks' disappesrance had damaged
him in the eyes of the Indian cammunity and AIM
supporters because “nobody can respect a ‘martyr
who snesks off into the night”™ Mowever, “Dennis
Banks Welcome Here™ signs can be sen on many
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Banks was belleved 10 have been in a car which blew up
on the Kansas Turmpike in September. Eight persons,
Including two teenagers end o baby, ware charged by
federal police. The FBI claimed the car carried hand
grenades, fire-grms, and ammunition. Kamook Beanks,
20, was released oo §7500 bond, She was indicted
September 30 by a Kansas grand jury. She is the wife
of Dennis Banks, and a Custer defendant awaiting trial,
Her Kansas trial has been delayed since she was
axpected to give bieth in December,

Charges against her sister, Barnie Nichols, 21, also a
Custer defendant, wece dropped for lack of avidence.
Norman Charles, 19, and Keith Demarrias , 22, were
convicted and are free on ball while the case is under
appesi,

Robert Robideaux, 26, was held undar $125,000 band.,
He was also convictad, and he has since been charges
with the murde of the two FBI agents.

One of the witnesses before the grand jury which
issued the indictments was a 15-year-old girl, She wis
jailed on contempt-of court charges when she refused
to give evidence that "might incriminate my people”™.
Her attorney, Frank Robbins, asked U.S. Distrrict
Court Judge Frank Theis to consider that she "has
lived all of her lifz as an Indian, raised in 8 new wave,
aware of Indlan culture and status.” Robbins said that
to ask her to distinguish hetween her duty 10 obey the
court order and her moral obligations to her relutives
wnd people is unrealistic. Two of thoss arrested we
related 1o her,

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ben Burgess counteted that

“every citizen has a duty to testify” and pressed to
have her jailed. On September 30, after & week in
custody, the young woman was released, Judge Thaeis
said further confinement appeared pointless, and any-
way, her testimony was not essantial. Theis warned the
16-yoarold, “If you were 5 littde older, or if ciroum-
stances were & little different, | would have no
hesitation at putting you in the slammer.”

The arrests came during & 14-day period In which 34
American Indian Movement members and symgpathizers
wete arrested and failod.

In Minneapolis, gavernment agents broke inte a home
without & sesrch warrant, found “a weespon', and
arrested six persons.

Police In Rapid City swept the streets during the same
period, arresting 364 persons, almost Al Indians.
Currently, of tha 56 persons in the Rapid City jail, 53
ace Indlan and three are black.

Tha Oregon Motor Home Sizge

Banks was also not found in a motor homes riddled
with police bullets after it was stopped in northeastern
Oregon.

An Oregon State Trooper said he had stopped the
motor home and another vehicle for questioning, when
one man ran inw a nearby tield, A shot was fired by
the trooper, and the motor home was driven off, It hit
a highway median, and a second man fled, An FBI
agent insisted the two men must be Dennis Banks and
Loonard Paltier.

The motor home belonged to actor Marlon Brando,

Peltior is wanted for attempted murder in connection
with sn incident in Milwaukes, Wisconsin, list summar.
The FBI says he put & gun 1o the head of an officer and
pulled the trigger, but the gun didn't fire, A warrant
for his arrest was issued August 8, 1974,

Four adults and a child were tuken into custody after
the incident, They wara Kamook (Darlene Nichols!,
Annie Mae Aqguash, 30, of Nova Scotia; Russ James
Redner, 28, of Eurcka, Catifornia, and Kennsth Loud
hawk, 21, of Pine Ridge.

- Minnespolis Tribune
* Sorry pal, — you guys looked like Dennis Banks’

Russell Means has spent 12 of the last 24 months in
court, end still has 8 or 3o trinls to go through. One
trial on charges of assault in the Mission country club
resulted in him receiving o 30 day sentence, and he is
cutrently on trial for charges arising from the
Minnehaha County Courthouse eruplion in April,
1974,

Moans' sentencing came November 28, Another de-
fendant, Kenneth Kane, was sentenced to two years
ond 30 days, but all but five months of that was
suspended and Kang was placed on probation for three
years, Means, of Porcupine, and Kanea, of Cherry Cresk,
wore charged with sttacking formere Mission policeman
Thomas Rhoades and Ronald Maukaas in a braw! at the
country club in June, 1974. They were part of a party
which sought to be sarved in the predominatoly-white
establishment, Police were called, and a fight erupted.

Means had explained to the court that he has bad a
number of uttempts on his life in police-related
incidents, and when he was simply sitting at » table 1o
be served and police come at him with drawn guns — *'I
didn’t wait for them to kill me, | socked him,"”

“My function is not 1o make a moral judgmant,'” LS.
District Judge Robert Merhige Jr. sald. "Your involve
ment in this incident is to somyextant understandable.
Neverthelets, somebody was assaulted, No one |3 above
the law, and no one below 1. One person was shot by
polics in the beawl,

In the Stoux Falls trial, which has run from August
through Dectmber, attorneys fought unsuccessfully to
have the case placed under jurisdiction of the federat
court system, This trial involves “riot and Injury to o
public building” In connection with a clash between
Courtroom spectators and riot-equipped pohea at the
Minnehsha County Courthouse,

Motions were also denied 10 have the case dismissed by
Cirguit Court Judge Richard Bralthwaite becsus the
cise had boan “Tatally infectad with massive pee-trial
publicity,” After going through almost 150 prospective
jurors, Means mowved to ba tried by judge slane, saying
he didn’t think he could ever get an impartial jury,

Evidence in his trial was given by Jack Pratr, &
California sttorney who says he knew of no planned
confrontation the day of the violent clash which broke
out when the city’s SWAT squad wos celled o clear
spectators from the courtroom who would not riss
when Judge Josaph Bottum entered. Pratt was a
defenss attorney for persons charged in the 1973
Custar demonstration whose trial had been moved to
Sioux Falls, Pratt said he saw the police pin Custer
defondant David Hill to a table and strike him. Hill had
one eye sevarely injuced and he was hospitalized.

Hamon Roubidesux, another Custér defense attorney,
testified that several police beat Hill and othars went to
a crowd of spectators and began besting them,
Roubideaux said he saw other police enter the court-
room In riot gear, swinging their clubs,

Vernon Bellecourt testified that he had asked Lutheran
clergymen 10 monitor “racist" court procsedings which
srupted in violence, Bellecourt denbed state conten.
tians that the fight had been plannad the night before
by & meeting of 100 to 150 persons, He said that while
it had been decided that the spectators would not rise
for the judge, they would be cortied out if the
courtroom was ordered clearsd, No women would he
among the 20 spectators allowed inside, Ballecourt
said, becsuse in a previous clearing of the courtroom,
they had been "unduly fondled™ by polics,

Carter Camp, 34, was arrosted Novamber 30 in »
Chicago apartment after he had failed to appoar for
suntoncing August 5 on charges of assaulting a federal
officer during the occupation of Wounded Knee,
Camp was one of seven persons singled out as
“leaders” for special prosecution. He was takan to
Cedar Rapids, lown, where he was sentenced to three
years in prison, He is in custody ponding appeal,

_——————



The Rosebud Election Conspiracy

Rossbud Reservation had maintained its cool for
months while its next-door neighbor, Pine Ridge, was
orupting. The paramilitary raid on Crow Dog's Paradise
was 8 sign of things to come, and now there i3 the
probability that & fraudulent election parallel 10 the
1974 Pine Ridge election has happenead.,

Rossbud politics have always been vigorous and mean,
This summer, Incumbent Robert Bumetts announced
he would run again,

One of Burnett’s most formidable opponents, former
tribal president Webstor Two Hawk, was eliminated
from the balloting by federal court order. The tribal
election board had refused to centify him on the
grounds he did not meet residency requirements —
Two Hawk had left the resarvation to direct the Indian
Studies Program at the University of South Dakota in
Vermillion, and although he returned in June, that was
not enough time to meet standards of tribal by lews,

Two Hawk appealed thot decision 10 US. District
Court, where he lost, That left Burnette with virtually
no opposition, When the primaries were held, the two
top candidates were Burnette and Eddie Driving Hawk,
8 20-yearveteran of the US, Military, recently retired
and just back to the ressrvation for a year, and an
amateur and virtual unknown In tribal politics.

When the ballating was held in late October, Burnette
was startied to hear the returns coming in from the
districts — Driving Hawk had managed 1o win by 2
scant 48 votes, Ballot boxes were brought into
Rosebud and the tribal election board started to
proocess them so it could certify the slection, but
before it could get into it, the building where the
counting was taking pluce was seéized by BIA police.

In the meantime, Driving Hawk went to the tribal
court and obtained an injunction forbidding Burnette
from entering his tribal offices, or conducting further
business. Then Driving Hawk had himself sworn in as
new tribal president,

One of this first acts was to fire the old election board,
and to appoint & new group of his choosing. Thay
proceeded to certify a slate of fourteen councilmen
favorable to Driving Hawk, and they wers immediataly
sworn into office,

Bumette took the matter to federal court, and he wa
able to get an injunction against Driving Hawk and the
81A police, returning the situation to the status quo.
However, that injunction was ignored by both Driving
Heawk snd the BIA supetintendent for & number of
hours, during which time there was much octivity
wround the ballot boxes,

Under the injunction, the old tribal election board
came In and started checking, They found numerous
discrepencies — some ballot boxes had dozens more
ballots in them than had been sant out to that district.
New ballots which had not

election board hid been sdded. More ballots were in
some boxes than there were registered voters in the
district,

Bumetty believes that Driving Hawk, his second cousin,
was a front man for white ranchers and racist vigilante
groups in South Dakota, and that the whole slection
soenario had been developed by them with the com-
plicity of the BIA at a local level,

Leonard Crow Dog In SD. State Penitentiary

Leonard Crow Dog, a spiritual leader and medicine
man, is in federal prison.

He was sentanced on November 28 to a five year prison
torm on acharge of “aiding and abetting an sssault™. A
$25,000 appeal bond was sat, snd Crow Dog’s attor-
noys estimate the expenses of the sppeal might go as
high as $75,000.

Crow Dog’s conviction came during & US move to
railroad all indian cases through before Thanksgiving
Day to try for a quiet Blcentennial. One hearing was
held from §:30 p.m. until after midnight, and Crow
Dog had to be in court at 7:46 am. for sentencing.
Some other Indian cases only took 3% hours from the
beginning of jury selection to the return of the verdict.

Judge Robert Merhige had been sent in from another
district with orders to have the Indian cases cleared up
|mmediately. Although David Taylor, Crow Dog’s
attorney from Louisville, Kentucky, had obtasined &
continuance to allow him to prepare for the case, his
plane had not yet landed him back in Louisville when
the court announced it had changed its mind and
would proceed immediately. On another charge Crow
Dog faced, December B had been set for the hearing,
but in an abrupt announcement, the court sald it
would begin 2% weeks earlier,

Bogue had appointed Willism Srstka o counsel for
Crow Dog. Srstis is the son of Bogue's own clerk of
courts, a5 well as being trousurer of the state Rapubli-

and
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The issue at stake is land, BO% of the dry farming land
and 57% of the grazing land on the reservation is used
by 2,356 non-Indian leasees, In contrast, thers are only
about 230 Indisn farmers and ranchers, and only about
60 of them have viable operations. Unable to get credit
and squeezed out by shady practices and heavily-
financed competition, many of the smaH Indian ranch-
ers have had to sell out,

To prevent Indisn land from leaving Indian control,
under Burnette the Rosebud tribe has recently ob-
tained a 40.year FHA loan of $1,500,000 for the
purchase of individually-aliotted Indian land which
owners desire to sell, But even then there are problems,
for few Rosebud paople have the resources 10 use the
land profitably, and |t might have to be leased out
again to non-Indians who have the dollars behind them,

Under Burnette's sdministrution, a progeam to return
more Rosebud lands to the use of the Rosebud people
wat initisted, His tribai council had in May moved 10
recall 25,000 acres for wse by Rosebud cattle sssocia-
tions and grazing cooperatives, which had the effect of
cancelling & number of leases held by white ranchers.

“We are not cancelling all leases, however, and this is
not — a3 somae people or groups seek to interpret — an
anti-white movement,” Burnetts explained, "It s
simply Indian people starting to exercise the right of
using their own land."

"We are initiating this program in an attempt to get our
people off weifare and Into productive lives” he
added, Burnette had been successful in getting a
$1 6-million loen under the Indian Finance Act of
1974, which permitted an scceleration of the land
program through redoaning the money out 10 coopera-
tives and individuals,

In the hearing, Driving Hawk told the court he had
bean advised what to do by Webster Two Hawk and
George Keller, acting BIA superintendent, and others,

Keller, who appeared as a hostilo witness, denied any
knowledge of anyone breaking Into the tribal offices,
saying that no one had reported such a thing to him,
Later, however, three policemen testified that they had
reported the break-in to Keller. Other persons testified
that they had entored tribal offices fegally, with keys,
but Burnette testified that all keys had been taken and
locked in his home as a precaution, Other persons
testifying for the Driving Hawk interests gave contra-
dictory evidence, cousing mention of perjury actions,

Alfred Left Hand Bull and Justin Whits Hat testified as
members of the original election board. Their houes of
testimony detalled the fantastic discroponcies, missing
ballots, and infractions of election procedures.

In pant Willlam Janklow has been an avid
Two Hawk orter und o ferce Burnette opponent.
He has aided the anti-Bumette candidates with money.”

use of automobiles, and other active support.

One problem Burnette faces in his court action 15 that
Ben Reifel, former congressman and oo active South
Dskota Repubiican partyman, has been appointed
spocial master by the court 10 examine the ballats and
to make inquiries into complaints about the election.
Jankiow was the Republican candidste for attomey
general,

Srstka entered a guilty plea for Crow Dog without
Crow Dog’s consent, and Taylor had to argue to get
that plea withdrawn.

The charge on which Crow Dog was sentenced invoived
two men, William McCloskey and Robert Beck. Rose-
bud Trital Chairman Robert Burnette describes them
8% “troublemakers’” and they each have & long record
of assaultive behavior, Beck, & white man, had been
present when Andrew Paul Stewart, a nephew of Crow
Dog's was killed recently, but he was never even
questioned by authorities.

On Septomber 2, McCloskey and Bock came 1o Crow
Dog’s land and mssaulted another of Crow Dog's
nephews, Frank Running. On September 3, the pair
again came to Crow Dog's gate and tried to start &
socond fight which several peopie helped bresk up
Crow Dog watchod as the pair was prevented from
entering his lend, Between the two fights, Beck and
McCloskey wera seen riding around with FBI agents.

The next thing Crow Dog knew about the matter wis
on September 5 a1 6 a.m,, when 100 FBI agents, four
helicopters, and the full assault squad arrived by road
and air, with the stated intention to serve five assault
warrants on those allegedly involved in the fight with
McCloskey and Beck. That Invasion violated an agree.
ment drawn up on the Hosebud Reservation after the
June 26 FBI deaths, in which tribal officials, spiritual
lepders, end the BIA superintendent agreed thut the
FB1 would not be used on the reservation unless notice
was given to the tribal chairman and the BIA,

— Wittred Balley/1ECO News phota
Robert Burnette, Rosebud Tribal President

Another key Issue is state jurisdiction, White interests
will have a free hand if they can use state law, staty
courts, and state police powers on the reservations, and
8 Jong and bitter campaign has been waged by such
groups as Civil Libertles for South Dakota Citizens,
Inc., & right-wing group openly advocating white
supromacy.

When Webster Two Hawk was in office, he filed o suit
agalngt the State of South Dakota, asking for 2
declaratory judgment giving the Rosebud Tribe juris
diction over all lands within the reservation boundaries,
If the case were lost, it would be a major setback, not
only for Rosebud, but it could set a precedunt that
would be spplied to every reservation In the US.

The sttorney for Webster Two Hawk acting for the
Rosebud Tribe was William Janklow, then heading an
QEO legal aid program on the resarvation,

And Rosebud did lose, leaving the door open for &
state 1akeover of the ressrvation.

About that time, Robert Burnette came back into
offico as tribel president, beating Two Hawk. One of
his first acts was to dppeal the loss ta the Bth Chreuit

Comptroller-General has filod a friend
briat saying that the economic impact
Stares would be so great if the state of South Dakote is
successful in its action,

Judge Merhige todd Crow Dog that since he was a
spiritual leader, he was going to be severe with him
since he shoold have prevented the fight. Another
dofondant, Gerald Millard, was sentenced to thres
years, Crow Dog was taken to the penitentiary st Sioux
Falls, then to Wichita, and s now incommunicado
somewhera in the fedoral prison system, supposedly
headed for the prison at Lewlsburg, Pennsylvania, fas
from Sioux Country,

Crow Dog was sentenced to three yeues peobation for
“eobbery of postal inspectors™ at Wounded Knee —
#guin since he was present”, even though the inspec
tors themselves testified that all Crow Dog did wat give
themn a lecture on American history, Officials are now
wying to have that probation revoked. Thae other
assault charge for which he still faces trial involves an
sarlier incident in which a man with drugs was asked to
leave Crow Dog’s home. That man is Royer Pfersick,
25, of West Carmel, New York, who said he had been
sent 1o Crow Dog “by the Great Spirit”,

Crow Dog s a great-grandson of the man who the
United States prosecuted for the killing of Spotted Tail
at Rosebud, In that case, the U8, Supreme Court ruled
that the US. had no jurisdiction tg try Crow Dog
because the crime had been committéd in Indian
Country, As a result, the US. Congress passed the
Major Crimes Act, unilaterally attempting to give the
courts of the US. jurisdiction for certzin “‘major
crimes”. However, the law Itse!f provides it is appli-
cable unless otherwise provided by Treaty, The juris-
diction question is bound 10 be raised another time »
hundred years later — again by a Crow Dog.
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Pine Ridge Elections Scheduled For January 20

At the center of much af the turmoil st Pine Ridge s
Dick Wilson, who leads a peivate army, on the federal
payroll, commonly known even by themestves as “'the
on squed.” Despite all of reports detailing the
corruption of the Wilson government, he s still very
much in ovidence, obwiously bacause it is somehow to
the advantage of the U.S, Government.

For quite a time, Wilson symply ran Pine Ridge like a
dictator, and did ot bother to call the tribal council
together to coonduct business under the tribal
constitution, From April, 1874 to April, 1975, the
councll met only eight times. Wilson relied on & resolu-
tion he had passad [ November, 1872, after the 8IA
headquartars occupation in Washington, allowing him
to function withaut tribal council or executive com-
mittee.

The current council has enough Wilson supporters to
pass his legistation through, but not enough to sstablish
# quorom. So simply by refusing to attend council
meatings, opponents of Wilson have provented him
from using the council to rublbierstamp his actions,

One action needing council approval is 2 loan request
for S4.000000 from the FHA. A prior loan ot
$65.mitlian has nover been fully accounted for, how-
ever, and federal auditors say the tribal books ara in
wch digordet they could not deterrnine whather or not
the money had been spant properiy.,

Two membors of the cogncil, Severt Young Bear and
Marvin Ghost Bear, have refuted to artend council

- aince o Febeuary 26 incidont, They came to Pine Ridge
thet day to desl with s disturbance created when
“guon-stuid memibers attecked AIM members appearing

in tribal court. Ghost Bear and Young Baar, membery

‘of the tribal Law and Order committee, were seized by

the goons and held in tha Pine Ridpe jall without
Wilson has called three meetings this autumn, and sach
timp faited to produce o quorum. Finally, Wilson got
un order from the tribal court compelling councillory
to attend a hearing a3 to whether the court should
order thom to attend council meetings.

At the hearing, councilman Frank Starr told the court
that in his tenure on the councll, the prablems ol his
poople in the outlying district of Oglala had never been
taken seriously.

“Go to the Oglala District. 1t's chock full of problems
- problems that would hurt you on all sides of yvour
haart i you had one, problems from newborns all the
way to sgeds”

Jack Steele complained that he had nover received a
copy of council meeting maetings, as provided for
under tribal by-laws, He also noted that tribal council
maembers were not supposed 10 hold jobs which would
affect their decisions, but that all membars of council
from the Pine Ridge districe, the BIA's stronghold on
the rdservation, hold such jobs. Pine Ridge also has
more than Its share of council members — seven,
Oglala, the next largest district, has only two, The
council should consist of twenty members, represent-
ing eight districts,

After hearing the statements, tribal Judge Theodore
Tibbetts noted that the “Yoverning body has broken
down, Business has ceased.”” Aftor ordering the council
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Howaver, Wilson's hand-picked election board will have
the final say, One member is Dave Brawer, who wirs 3
maomber of the 1874 election boasrd which could. find
no wrong in that batloting, When traditional Oglsies
wera finally able to get the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights to investigate the election, however, it ravealed
that one-third of the 3200 ballots cast in the voting
were irregular, and that thrests, bestings, shootings,
and bombings had kept anti-Wilson voters from the
polls, Wilson won by a narrow margin over AIM leader
Russell Moans, who had won hends down In the
primaries,

Among the abuses allowed by Brewer and other
members of the slection board, a3 ¢lted by Civil Rights
Commission investigators, were alfowing 380 indi.
vidusls not eligible to vote to cast ballots, faifure to
compile an up-to-date voters list, failure to rule on
election protests, and no poll watchers or observers
were present at any time during the official count of
the votes in the basement of the tribal offices — no
ochservers, that (s, except Dick Wilson.

The Civil Rights investigators recommended that now
elections be held, but the BIA and Justice Departmant
ignored tha new recommendations, and Wilson remain-
ed in office. The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense
Committes brought sult on behal! of » number of
reservation residents seeking a federal court order for a
new election, but U.S. District Court Judge Androw
Bogue ruled that he did not have jurisdiction, By the
time an Appeals Court overruled him, the next slection
was 50 close the suit was useless,

Tensions are running even higher than usual as election
politicking gets underway. On Navember 17, mambers
ol the BIA' SWAT team fired on several cars as they
deove throuah Woundded Knea. Although the occupants
of the cars did not fire back, the SWAT team called for
reinforcements, and a high-speed chase from Woundad
Knee to thevillage of Allen ensued,

On November 20, Edyar Bear Runner, Jr., was jumped
by several goons, including Manny Wilwon, Dick
Wilson's son. The essault took place inthe supermarket
in Pine Ridge, Boar Runner Is an outspoken young
traditionalist and district leader ot Porcuping District.
Ha was part of the Lakota Treaty Council which went
to Washington to meet with US, President Gerald
Ford, On November 21, Bear Runner's brother’s
vehicle was run off the lighway near Porcuping by
goond.

Recolling the violence and bloodshed which accom-
paniad the 1974 election, reservation rasidents of all
fsctions are concerned about the upcoming campaign
which is taking glecs In the midst of an armed FBI
mncampment In which harassment and intimidation of
traditionalisty, old pecpie, and ATM members — or any
opponents of Wilsoa's — arn daily faen of life,

Vine Delorls, Jr., notd Lakots authér and attorney,
doubts that honest elections can bo' huld under present
circurnstances, Me jays the reservation should be put in
feceivership by the US. Gowernment in order To
establish order. He supaested that a five-person com-
mitted tako chorge of the rmervation and establish
order, then schadule slections,

“There are a number ol honorable people who could
do this and look at the situation Impartiatly,” he told
sn audience at South Dakota State University in
Brookings.

“No one in the House or Senate would go against this
If South Dakota’s congressmen and sanators said it was
the Lest thing to do."" However, he said, Senator James
Abourerk has stayed awey from the situation in
Washington, and Gsorge McGovarn "'was sgainst killing
Visnamese for ten years, but he has naver said thore
wits anything wrong with killing Indians on South
Dakota reservations.”

Deloria warned South Dakota's white residents that the
violation of Indian rights would soon mean violation of
thelr own rights, When the FBI got done harassing
Indians, he prodicted, thay would “soon have dossiers
on South Dakota farmers who sold wheat to the
Aussiany and label them Communists™ Many South
Dakota farmers now believe that the current unrest and
violence on the reservations is the work of Communist

spitators,

A varlety of candidstes announced for the tribal
council presidency. There was Wilson, running for an
unprecodentad third term, who had been strongly
backed by US. officials in previous slections. There
was some concern among his Dglals supporters whether
ho could count on similsr backing, since his fleir for
public statements and the blatant violence surrounding
his sdministration was proving smbacrassing,

John Hussman, who wias sctive in third-force s goon
squad activities during and after tha Wounded Knee
occupation, oiso announced: his candidacy. He resigned
his position s “‘small business development specialist”
with the Tribal Councll to campaign, Hussman Is
graduata of the Lot Angeles Police Academy, and
knows all the ins and outs of sophisticated police work,
Part of his platform said he would take over the
presant BIA police 1o re-establish = tribal police force,
which would give the tribial council total control over
policing sctivities,

Wihon has charged that all other candidates usre
inafigible to run for office bocauss they arme non-
residonts, That would leave him and Hussman &
candidates, something like Diem running sgainst Thiou
in Vietnam, “Thay'll still have a puppet, but thay can
pretend there ware free sinctions and people threw the
bad guy out,” n legal worker asserts,

Hussman said he wanted “tribal unity™ and “improved
communications so that all people will knaw what
their tribal government iy doing.” He also promised “to
utilize. our Indian resources in as many areas =
expedisntly as possible.”

Russafl Means was also tunning again, In the last
election, he won by 8 good margin in the primaries, but
in the final balloting, he lost by & narrow margin 10
Wilson, The election was investigated carnfully by the
US. Civil Bights Commission, which branded it as
fraudulent and called for new supervised balloting.
However, the Intarior Department ignored both the
fraud and the recommandation,

Muans is having difficulty in campaigning because most
of his time s tied up In triok, He said he had not
intended 10 run, but after the recent wave of arrests
and the stomping desth of hiv cousin, Jim Little, in
September, he falt compaliad 1o seek offics.

Maoont said if ha were slected he would move tribal
offices from Pine Ridge, in the sxtreme southwestern
carner of the large rmdervation, to a central location
and work for “a just way of living." “There would be
na more lawlessness by Dicky Wilson's goon squad,'’ he
said,

Means had good words for anothir opponent, Al
Trimble, former Burssu of Indlan Affairs Super-
intendent at Pine Ridge. Ha was brought in with
Wilson's approval after Wounded Knew, but whan he
started being more fair and impartial than Wilsan could
stand, he was removed on orders trom Washington,

“Teimble is the only man besides mysel! who has got
the guts to stand up against Dicky Wilson,” Mpanas said,
"That's why he wis tronsformd out of Pine Ridge.”
After his transfer, he was posted in a meaningless job in
the BIA office in Albuquarque, carrying the title of
“public school coordinator “lof the Indlan Education
Reservation Center,

Trimbie said thay he bas filed & grievance with the
Commissionar of Indian Affairs protesting his re-
assignment to Albuguergue, He said be had not lost his
midency from Pine Ridge, and that he hay spent
two-thirds of his time thare since his removal last May,

Trimbie said that only "Dick Wilson, his family, closs
relatives, and associates have benefitted from his tenure
in office.” He sald it was urgent that a new administre-
tion talkce over 1o “still the detorioration that has taken
place these past three years."

Wilson‘s administration could be defined m “mis-
management” and “rip-off”, Trimble charged. “The
neadiest mambers of the tribe have rermained so for the
past throe or four years,” he s3id. “Thay are the most
deprived, many more pitiful than before, if you can
imagine that possible.”

Trimble zaid, has remained an island of privilege —
"privilege to the almost exclusive utilization of the
tribe’s programs and resgurces and privilege to inter-
prot the tribe’s lews and codes for thelr own purposes.”

Trimble's position with the BIA gave him an unusual
opportunity to seo the inside operation of the Wilson-
US. alliance, and he knows what he is facing In trying
10 got an honest election. He said it wes up to the
Ogialo people to make sura the slection was fair, and
he called on the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to use
his autharity to insure a democratic vole.

Prior ta the lmst election, Amarican Indian Movoment
members suggestod that the election be monitored, bat
Trimble had them rejected the idex. Now he has &
difforent mind because, he says, “the people weren't
abie to act to protect themselves.,” Now, with the
presence of even mare federal agents on the reserva-
tion, he is concerned about his chances,



A
DELEGATION
OF CHIEFS

A delegation of Lokots chiefs, headmen, and pides
were in Wmshington, D.C., most of the sutumn, waiting
for the Président of the United Statss to recognize
their existence. Finally, in November, President Gerald
Ford saw a tiny group of them for four minutes — but
nothing seems to be changing a2 2 result

Parhaps It was 100 much 10 ask sven of the Prasident,
The Lakota Treaty Council had written Ford on July
24, wiling ol the dedperaie situation at Pine Ridge,
occupled by hundeeds of guntoting FBI sgents
intimidating and harasting traditional people, broaking
into homes, destraying property, serving illegal grand
jury subpoenas, and ignoring totally the rights guaran-
t2od the Lakota people by the Treaty of 1868, '

Ford did not respond 1o the urgent rsquest for &
meeting. So the Lakotas chartersd ¥ bus snd came to
Washington August 31, determined not to leave until
they had their meeting. As the group became short of
funds, they found hospitality st the Preshyterian
Chureh of the Pilgrims. Some of the members of the
delpgetion had to return to South Dakota, but athers
remained.

“We've telked to 70 congretsmen, we've gotten the
support of the congressional delegation from South
Dakote, the Black Congressional Caucus, and the
National Counell of Churches,” Red Shirt pointed out.
The group had refused Yo sccept a3 meeting with
presidantial aides a5 a substitute for meeting Ford — it
had to be heads of state mesting # head of state and
nothing less,

"We've had all kinds of commissions and committees
meet with us” over the years, Red Shirt axplained,
“and sach time wi're worse off than we were before.”

It was over & month before the Lakota Treaty Council
could get the attention of the media, which had tatally
ignared their presence In the LS. capital.

In fact, the Washington St swemed 1o ridicule the
delegation with a September 28 headline: “Powwow
Sought With White Father*

The Lakota contingent returned Bhome Novornber 11th,
hopeful that the meetings with Whito Housa aides
would reduce the heavy presence of federsl pars-
military troops on the Pine Ridge Rusarvation.

Chief Oren Lyons of the Onondaga Nation of the
Iroquols Confederacy, who accompanied the Lakotas
to se0 Ford, said the final outcome of the negotistions
dopends on public reaction. “We sae a lot more work
10 be dane,”” he said. “"We need & lot more support.”

The sncounter with Ford was low key. He watked in
o & discussion between tha native people and his
aides, together with the Justice Dapartment. Ford told
the Lokotas he was grateful for their lsadership,
although he didn’t say why it had taken him from July
24 until November 11 to recognim that they were
waiting on his doorstep to see him.

*I can mssure you that sl people working with me will
be sympathetic and will be cooperative, We are grostly
encouraged by the kind of responsibility that all of you
have shown as leaders of the Sioux tribe,” Ford said,

Also attending the meeting ware presidential assistans
Theodare Mars, associate counsel Bobbi Kilberg, asyoci:
ate deputy sttormey general Togo West, and representa-
tives of the American Arbitration Association.

The Lakota delegation said they were in Washington
representing their nation, and that they had come 10
ssv the head of the United States sbout violations of
their mutual treaty of 1868, They said they were
raising an international issue.

The Lokota Nation was guaranteed the right to control
their own destiny in the 18588 treaty. But that
guarantee was broken first by one General George
Armstrong Custer, and it has been broken regularly
since, “It"s been promises, promises from the Govern-
ment, and they break their word,” James Holy Eagle,
86, an Oglala chief told reporters after he had seen
Ford, *“They gave thelr word there would be no
fighting between the Government and the Indians, and
they broke their word o few yoors later when Custer
attacked the Sioux."

“We am entering a new era with the United States
Government,” Louls Bad Wound said,

Among the complaints they had to discuss with the
White House were the 54 deaths which have occurred
since the end of the Wounded Knee Occupation in
May, 1973, most of them to supporters of the
American Indian Movement,

Bad Wound said the FBI sgents harass the Indians as
they “play out their childhood fantasies sbout cow-
boys and Indians — only those are real bullets and
we're real Indions.”

Larry Red Shirt, who coordinated the Lakots Treaty
Council, said the White House had “indicated some
willingness™ to remaove the FBI if the BIA police at
Pire Ridge can continue panding criminal investiga
thons and keep order. Traditional Lakotas have said
that the BIA police has worked hand-inchand with
lawhreakars and have themselves bloodied their hands,

Matthew King stressed that the persons the Lakots
Treaty Council represent — Lakots citizens — do not
want to live under U.S, law, but rather the natural law
puiding the religious principles of the Sioux, “I've
waited 100 yoars for the white man to adjust himself
to the law of nature,” he said, adding that “the Great
Spirit will destroy him™ if he does not,

King said the US.supported administration of Dick
Wilsan at Pine Ridge is corrupt, and without tribal
support. "“It"s hord to govern. at Pine Ridee with so
many laws. You white men are the slave of the state,
ard you'll never get out of that, either. You have no
voics — you have no freedomm, We woant to get away
from that. We want to be free. ‘We don't want to be
sloves in our own country.”

“in the aftermath [of the agents”
deaths] more than 200 F8/
spents, armed with automatic
weopons, armored personne!
carriers, helicopters and spotter
plenes, backed by hundreds of
vigifante cowboys, BIA law en-
fortement pooplo, goon squad,
fovadled and occupled what little
land we have left, * the Lakotas
saidd in @ press refease.

Under the gaise of “investigating™
the incident, the FBI1 has select-
ively harassed and intimidated the
traditionnl people of the reserve-

many

printed on.

it is ominently clear from the
crisis conditions on and off the
roservation — the dally desths, the
continuing corruption of tribal
regime, absence of any apportuni-
ty for our people to direct our
own destiny ~ that the many
meetings and hoarings, commis
slons and investigations, recom-
mendations sod reports, before
and gince Wounded Knee 73,
went for nought.

The various government dalege-
tions from the Justice Depart-
ment, the Bureay of Indian

aywoaches, . .

Same.

Bad Wound ssid that the negotiations with Ford’s stafi
would continue to work towards the formation of a2
presidential commission to investigate the trooty issues,

He added that while the group was happy tor the shorn
maeeting with Ford, “we will not sllow ourselves 1o be
patted on the head, given S5, and sent home, That will
not happen,*™
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Financial support of the Lakota Treaty delegation in
Washington for food and other needs can be sent to
Lakota Treaty Council, Box 2337, Rapid City, South
Oakota 67701,

Affairs, Interior Department, and
Congress have been coming to our
reservation many times in the past
marely to listen. These dalege-
tions have never been empowerad
to do any mare than listen, While
recommendations  have
been mads, no reforms have gone
further than the paper thay were

The Lakota peoplea and the trad)-
tionwl chiefs and headmen refuse
to cantinue on this administrative
treacinill, We know it leads now
here. With the situation so

tion, breaking (ato homes, des  serious, and since sll ather govern. ~ ©! OUT ncestors,

troying property, seving illepsl  mwatal channels have been ex-  Right now, & the whote ctate of
grand jury subpoenss when  bausted to no aveil — in accons. South Dakota, sspecially on Pine
people rermain sitent, and ignoring ance with Lakots Law, (1S, Lew,  Rkige Ressrvation, our Lskots
totslly the rights of the Lakots  and Intarnational Law, the Chiafs peaple are constantly under gun-
pople undee treaty and constitu-  of the Lakota Nation snd the ~ fire, persecution, harassment, in-
tronal laves. Chinfs of the US. Government  timidation, and in constant suffer-

Inust meet to undertake positive  Tog avery day and night.

The gtuation on and off the
resoevation still is today and will
be tomarrow that of an extremely
explosive situation that could in whatever actions
blow up again into another blood ulng support in
bath, We recognire that many,
many other resorvations and other
tribes throughout the country are
preseetly undergoing and suffer.
g similar situstions, if not the

Frank Fools Crow, Lakots Chjef

We know that the US. Gowrn-
ment Is involved in an attempt to
systematically destroy all forma
of resistonce in the struggle of our
people becsuse of the coming
8Bicentennial Celebiration, We also
know that we have the only un-
tapped nmatursl resources in the
country, and in the days of New
York City bankruptey, national
energy crisis, infistion, recession,
ete., the eyes of the monstrous
corporate state, backed by their
military, take held once agein on
our homeland and burial grounds

++ . A loaders of our People, we
wiil no longer stand by and alfow
U.S. Gowernment forces to con-
tinue in their outright acts of war
dgainst our people Whether the
President gives a “yes” or “no®™
armswor, we ask for your contin-

are  taken by the Tmditions!
Chiefs and  headmen of our
mation,

From the Land of the Lakots, we
seried this voice with one mind.
one spirit amnd one body. Hoka
Hey Kecetu Yelo!

¢ Native American Solldarity Committee |s & co
tion of organizations and individuals united by their
support for the struggles of Indian peaple, including
treaty rights, NASC hus four main goals: education of
nonindians about native struggles, mass organization
of nondndians in solidarity with native struggles,
national press coversge of native news, and the defeat
of the BIA’s racist and colomalist policies,

*
The Native American Support Committees
need individuals to set up local groups, and for
existing groups to work in coalition. Contact:
Native American Support Committees
POBox 3426
St. Paul, Minnesota 55165
telephone (612) 224-7687
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AN INTERVIEW WITH

JOHN TRUDELL

[This articie is compiled from an inter-
view conducted with John Trudell by
Runa Stni, to which we are gratelul.]

On the evening of July 17, | had an
argument with John Gray, the man who
runs the trading post, We arguad ahout
his high prices and his credit practices,
the way he treats the people — his
attitude toward the community of
he's supposed to be serving, W
g w,mnztwomof

and | fired a pistol gh the
and | lefr

happened because the man hag
10 the community be-
answer 10 No ONe except
the BIA. We have had a tribal work
exporience program for some of the
welfare people, The BIA had run the
program previously, but it had just
contracted the program to the tribe,
The BIA was late in transferring the
money to the tribe’s account, 0 no
checks could be igseed, and some people
were three woeks lota (o getting their
mongy, The trading post out some of
their credit off. Now it wasn't their
fault — it was totally beyond their
control, The same day, | was n the
trading post, and a woman came in and
she wantod to change from food stamps
0. commodities because she had no
money 1o buy food stamps, but sho was
denied any food,

That trading post has made a lot of
money off the weltate people, and yet it
doesn’t have the decency 10 treat the
people respactiully,
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into the ceifing, maybe injured a can of
tomato juice ~ but if | had wanted to
violent, 1'd have used violence on
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Aftter the shot was fired, | got into my
car and wont home. | was watching
television when the policemen came and
said they had to arrest me for attemp-
ing to rob the trading post. | said, hey —
| didn’t try to rob that man; we had an
argument. | said | won't go with you — |
want to talk with someons from the
tribe, because | don't want to be rail-
roaded, and that's what | s2e coming.

So they made armangaments for me to
see the tribal police, the tribal judge,
and the tribal chairman, But the head
criminal Investigator for the 81A, a man
ramed Moran from Elko, a hundred
miles away. As soon as he hod hesrd a
compiaimt had been filed agalnst me, he
put on a total news blackout. He moved
all the BIA police in from - eastern
Nevada, and established a roadblock
around my houss.

My wife went to find the tribal chair
man to get him to the scane, About five
hours had transpired by this time until
finally the tribal judge got to the house.
| talked with him and one tribal police-
man, They told me. | was now charged
with assault with a deadly weapon. |
atked if they would guarantee my safe-

ty, | said | would not surrander to the
Buresu, but | would surrender to the
tribe. So they took me to the tribal jail.

Then Moran just took me off the
reservation,

Under tha present setup, the U.S,
would have had the right to arrest me, it
they would have followed the legsl
procedures, It they want 10 remove
someone from the boundaries of the
reservation, they have 10 show cause
and have & warrant 1o present to a tribat
court and then the tribal court makes a
ruling allowing the removal. But that
didn't happen in my case — they just
came and picked me off.

I¥ due process would have been allowed,
the tribal court would have heard both
sides of what happened. There is the
posibility these would have been no
charges, o¢ if there were some, thay
wouldn't have bean among the “Eleven
Major Crimes.”

It wasn't a8 major crime. Although | was
accused of msault with a  deadly
weaporl, thare was no Injury 1o anyone.
But by the "ssssult with a desdly
webpon™ charge, it impiied | hurt some-
one. Emotionally, meaybe, but physical.
ly no, But it we're golng to go on the
basis of amotional hurt, the entire resen
vation has been hurt emotionslly, but
that man hasn't boen charged.

As it came down, [t wos a white man’s
word against an Indian’s word, and the
LS. Governmeant o doing everything
they can 10 back that white man.
They're using the taxpayers' resources,
they'rn using the racism of the faderal
law, the racism of the local politicians,
the local BIA structure. They're using
the institutiooalized racism of thoss
structures 10 deny me with due process,

The Victim Becomies the Villain

[After Trudell's srrest, Jack Keith, &

specisl FBI sgent in chaege of Nevada,
lated to the major wirs-services stating
Trudeli war drunk ot the time of a
“robbery”. He ssid Trudell hed suto-
matic weapons, that there was a shoot
out, and Trudall was finally subdued by
federal palice, |

Thoe US. overteaction, lies, overt show
of paramilitary foron, the heavy charges
— It's standard operating procedure for
“miitant Indians.” They put oat all this
false information, but the people of the
community could see who the lars wero
— thay could fes right out front from
the beginning that the Federal Govern-
ment was lying, The people would have
Known if thore was a shootout, or if |
was drunk and raising hell,

I see 2 close corralation to the thing that
happened in Nevada and the thing that
happened in Oglala with the dead FBI
agents. Here's the government making a
lot of Insinuations, scousations, and
outright fies. Ambush, FBI agents ex-
ecuted, 100 Indians in & house, 16
Indians in 2 house, 40 Indians In 8 house
— things they have naver proven or
backed up. As a result, they can set any
kind of bonds, they can charge any
number of people, they can run any
kind of game, just on the basis of lies
and accusations.,

Fortunataly, | had been in Owyhes long
onough it just didn't work. But | would
hope that by now, all people would
start asking welid questions. | waould
hope they would see the FBI is Just an
extension of & criminal government.

As lar as jurisdiction goas, when you
really get down to i1, the people on the
ressrvation, the tribe itself, must have
their own legal system, and their own
low, Through this system, they maintaln
the proper pesce and law and order
within the community by hoiding all
people on the reéservation subject to
those laws. This includes the white BIA
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agant, it includes the Indian BIA work-
er, it includes the Indian welfare recipi-
ents, the white public health administra-
tor, the school teachers — averyone
should be held sccountshis 10 the laws
of the poople of the reservation,

Thiz is the key Imsue in this whole
incident, The tribe does not have juris-
diction over the people on Its reserva-
tion, They do not have total legal
control — that's how come trading post
peaple can operate like racist thieves —
they don‘t have 1o answer to the tribe,
they just snswer to the Bursau, And we
should know by now that a white
businessman living in an Indian com-
munity isn't going to get any fak from
the Bursau,

Lack of |urisdiction by the tribe was
one of the conditions which led up o
the confrontation with John Gray any-
way. The tribe couldn’t do anything
about the way he operated, They were
always told by the Bursau, take him to
the state court. But the issues mre not
ones for the State of Nevada to decide
- they sre for the Indion community.

So = to the government’s right to
arrest, they don't have the right to
arrest me along racial lines. They don't
have the right to arrest me on political
lines, or along religious lines, But that's
the only time they exercise thair right
10 arrest,

The only two reasons they took me off
the reservation were that | belonged to
AlIM, and begause | was aocused of
atmcking a white man.

e e,

A Legal Basis To Do What Thoy Want

About & week after | was charged, the
tribal council possed a resolution de.
manding that my trlal be held on the
reservation. Also, the people on the
roservation cireuletad o petition de-
manding the same thing,

When [ was arraigned In Reno, the tribai
council presented the petition and the
resolution 1o the court, hecause that's
whets | wos accused of commiting the
crime, und where | could have a trial by
my pesr. My lawyers also filad somao
mations, and the court set October 24
as 4 |urisgdiction hearing date,

The heoring was well attended., Many
peoplo came in from the reservations,
from northern California, It was a
pratty full courtroom, Three motions
were flled by my attorneys. One was
that the US. lacked jurisdiction,
another was that if it had jurisdiction, it
should be tumed back to the resarva-
tion, and third, they asked that all my
F8I, CIA, and other intelligence files be
turmad over for my defense,

The judge ruled sgainst all of them, He
told tha community of Owyhee that
“responsible citizens” had assured him
that the trial could not be held in
Owyhes, 50 he ruled sgainst them too.

After my preliminary hearing, the ox-
ecutive director of the Nevada Indian
Commilssion had met privately with my
judge, and told him the trial could not
be held on the reservation, By ruling in
his favor and ruling ageinst the tribal
council and the people, the court was
tetling me the people of the reservation
were not “'responsible citizens,”

Tha court agreed with the prosecutor
saying that well, yas thare were treaties,
but that the U.S. Congress had the right
to nullify and change the treatias, and in
the past the U.S, had pretty well dona
what it damn well wanted to, so you
guys got a legal basis to do what you
damn well want to now,

What | got out of that was that the
judge was a part of the owrall con.
spiracy. He pretends that he is 4 person
of “judicis! background”, He pretends
he has respectibility. But in the snd, he
is Just part of the oversll conspiracy of
white supremacy, because he will not

recognize the validy of sgreements made
between nations just because now those
nations are now surrounded by his
nation,

That judge didn't give the slightest most
remote possibility to the idea of a fair
trisl for me. Ho didn't waste twenty
wconds thinking about trial by peers
#sod the so-called pringiples of the so-
called constitution which he s supposed
to have swoen to uphold. He just played
the federal gama.

It would have been foaolish for me to sit
thers and be railroaded,

| have not been accused of committing
any crimes in Reno — why the hell
should | stand tripl in Reno. I've slways
been told that | should tell the truth in
a8 courtroom, so | just told them the
truth of the way 1 feit.
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Passive Resistance 10 a Charidde

[At Trudell’s hearing in Reno, he ad-
dressed the court. He categorically
stated that he would not come voluntar-
ily 1o be tried in Reno, and he demand-
ad 10 be locked up, saying he'd zlready
been found gulilty by the justice system.
He demanded 1o hsve his bail bond
revokoed. Trudell gaid he did whis not
because - he wanted to go to jail, but
pocam- he would no langer participate
in a charade that justice was being done.
At that time, and after the haaring, he
made these statements:]

The jurisdiction jssue is no longer a
point of law — the judge has caught a
lot of pressure to keep my trial out of
the Indian community, He's got it from
the US. Attorney’s office, from the
FBI, from the Governor's office. But if
he were a fair man, if be belleved In the
U.S. Constitution, he would have closed
his eyes to that pressure and sent me
back 1o the resarvation to be tried,

The people of Owyhee aren't here just
because I'm an Indisn — they're hore
bacause they want 10 e justice served
in their commurnity, They want 10 see
what kind of an eéxcuse the Governmant
can come up with to deny them that
Justics,

We have peopls here who have never
been. two hurndred miles from their
home, but thay've come down ham to
Aeno 10 soo just how this federal system
operates, They want 1o see If this thing
the politicians talk about is going to
wortk in their favor,

— Militant photo by Harry Ring
Jotin Trudell, AIM National Chairman

I have no intention of coming back to
court here in Reno again. If they want
me hera on trial, they can come to get
me. | have no intention of fighting with
the police, or of running away from the
palice, I'll be 4t my home, I’ no longer
go along with this charade of justice.
I'm not shelling out another penny and
sponding another nine hours behind tha
steering wheel of a car to make one of
these rinky.dink court appesarances,

The way | look st it, I'm innocent until
I'm proven guiity, and I'm entitled to a
trial by my peers. It is the obligation
and responsibility of the state, the U.S.
attorney's office, and the federal court
system to treat me as an innocent man.
They have not dome so. They have



placed exhorbitant bonds on me, The
FBI has slandered my name. The news
mediza has tried to build me up as being
8 “militast” by carrying distorted infor-
mation. They have convicted me in their
own minds. The bureavcracy has al-
ready found me guilty. The hell with
them — let’s not aven have a trial. Just
fock me up today, or they can send the
police 1o pick me up when it’s time to
come, because |'m not coming in on my
own frae will, | will not,

I'm not going along and help them put
on a charade that justics Is taking place,
I‘m not going to play that game. It's &
matter of conviction. It they want me
to be here for trial, they can lock me up
today, or they cin send the police to
pick me up when it's time to come,
bocause I'm not coming in on my own
free will, | will not.

| think it's time for Indian people
sround the country to start assuming
jurisdiction on their land. They should
start treating all people equally under
thair law ~ red, black, white and
yallow, | don't care what their cultural
background or religious background,
but when someans commits @ crime on
3 reservation, the people of that reserva-
tion should administer the justice.

It"s not a matter of people sround the
couniry heiping ma here — they should
seize control of their own jurisdiction
and help themselves, The days of the
doubie standard of justice, the days of
more protection by the law because
your skin is white — thess days have got
10 end,

It's time for the Indian community to
recognize that the white bursaucrat
running the BIA, and the white bureau-
crat running the state politicsl system,
and the white bureaucrat running the
federal political systom aren’t going to
help us, They won't help us until we
meke them help us If we go around
with our hat in our hand, theyNl give us
the same lies that George Washington
and Abraham Lincoin and Andrew
Jackson and the rest of those fools gawve
ut. They'll continue the fles because the
white political has learned that,
hell, it's easy 10 liz to those Indians, so
we'll just lle o them and pretend that
wi're going 10 help them.

So take control. Get the tribal councils
to tell the police to stop snyone who
commits 8 orime and take them before
the courts. Take control and have elec
tions that will direct the councll, Take
contral means if you have 1o sit down
and tewrite your tribal constitution, do
it — but taks control, Don’t let this
charade go on any longer.

e T e ———

The People vs. “Responsible Citizerns”™

After the hearing, quite a few Owyhee
people were upset, because they had
corsidered themselves responsible citi-
zons, and the judge had ruled that they
woren’t. We had worked through the
elected system within the reservation.
Wa worked through the establishment,
We had followed the proper way the
fods told us we were supposed to
follow. And still, they turn around with
an arrogant remark sbout “responsible
citizens”, That antagonized the com-
munity.

When they did thaet, It became mord
evident 10 the community there was no
way | could get a fair tial off the
reservation, Even more evident, the
community saw they had svery right to
go shead and hold that trisl themselves,

So, o tribal member signed a complaint
against me, using & the boasls John
Gray's written statement to the FBI
sbout the incident in the trading post.
The tribal court lssuped &n arrest war-
mnt. The BIA agency superintendent
and the criminal investigator, Moran,
refused to serve that warrant for 18
hours, They holed up In the agency
office, doing everything they could to
prevent the tribe from assuming juris-
diction.

But finally, the tribal chairman said
‘d better sarve it | was then arrest-
od, taken to tribal court, | plesded
, and wat santenced to 20 days in
and & $150 fine. | could either serve
90 days, or pay it at the rate of $2 a
day, | didn't have the money, so |
I'd sit in jeil. | would be in the

and If they wanted me to come to
Reno to stand tripl, they could come
and beeak me out of this jeil and take
me to stand trial mm,‘mmu
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The first faderal reaction was 10 say that
the federal charge against me, because
“dual sovereignty™ applied In my case,
whatever that means, Then five days
later, the feds said they would drop the
charges bocause | “was not an Indian.™
You know, someane’s going 1o have to
tell the BIA that half the Indian popula-
tion in the country isn"t recognized by
the BIA,

After the U.S, dropped charges agoinst
me, tha community took up & collection
and paid the rest of my fine and the $2
# day %0 | could be relpased,

Onoce again, the government’s livs didn't
affect the community. The government
fied because they didn't want to admit
that the tribe had every legal and moral
basis for doing what it did. The govern-
ment dikin't want other Indian com-
munities to see that someone had been
1old no, but they went shead and did it
anyway. That's the fast thing they want
people to think sbout, so they tried to
cover it up with & fie.

| was born. | have lived my entire life on
the face of this esrth, For 29 years, |
never heard the government going
around calling me white. | never heard
whits people going around calling me
white, Everybody always called me an
Indion,

The sscond thing | did was 1o produce
my birth certificate which shows | am
an Indisn, and | produced an affidavit
from my fathes saying he is an Indian.
The tribal court had s hearing because
they wanted the BIA and the US
Attorney's office to present the docu-
mentation showing that | was't an
Indian, The governmant never . re-

sponded. The only feaction they could
pive was, *'It wasn't m&‘d‘? That

was thair total response, so that |4 just
another tactic they used, '

-

Now the state of Neyads wants 10 get
involved. That's why I'm saying It's
politics. The state wants to get in on
this potitical gangjump and attack me
because | heppen to belong to the
American Indlan Movement. Yet | was-
n't sccuded of any crimes against the
state — | was accused of a crime against
the pesce and dignity af the Shoshone/
Paiute people.

T ————— e ——

| Balong To AIM & I'm Prowd Of It

The Govarnment has said that if you
belong to the Americon Indian
Movement, you have no credibility,

They've always sald the AIM people do
not have the same philosophy as the
Indian people in general,

But what's happened in Owyhee is that
{ belong to AIM, and |'m proud of i1,
snd | always will be, and we've proven
that the peopla stood behind the prin-
ciple that they had the right to run their
own judicisl system, They have the right
1o make anyon® who lives on that
resorvation subject to the laws of the
reservation,

Another immediata gain is that the tribe
wont to the Governmaent, and the Goy-
arnment told them no, but the tribe did
not consider that 10 be the end of the
world. They knew that if the Govern.
ment had the right 1o say no, they had
the right to say yes. The people felt that
justice was not being served, so they

took their own direct action to produce
justice.

| wasn't really the issue except in the
oyms of the Government. The lssue in
the eyes of the People was jurisdiction
- thoy had seen too many of our own
people taken off that reservation and
railroaded in white courts, They hoave
lived too long watching the BIA in it
arrogance protecting the white racists,
Thay have been lied to too long by
foderal officials, '

We talk about a high Indian death rate,
about a leck of education. We talk
about alcoholism and poor public health
services, and about robber trading post
people. These people operate like this
against us bocause they know they don't
have to antwer to us, If we want to
straightan out the social problems in our
communities, the political problams,
then everyone has got to answer to the
law of our communities.

No more of this white treding post
operstor robbing the people and treat-
ing them disraspectfully because the
people have no jurisdiction over him,
No more of our children being pushed
out of the schools becauss of the racism
in their systems because we have no
control over the school teachers and
control over the school board. No more
of this.

No more of the sportsmen and fisher-
man coming In to the reservations and
ignoring totally our laws of hunting and
fishing because we lack jurisdiction over
them.

All these things have got to be stopped,
snd only we can stop it. The people
have got to get together and not be
intimidated by madmen who call us
names and tell us ‘that's not the wiy to
do things',

Il tell you the way not to do things —
you're not supposed to lie to the
people, and the politicians have done
this. They are the ones who have been
doing things wrong,

You're not supposed 10 protect one race
of people from another race of peopls
under the name of the law. So tha law
enforcement agencies aru the ones who
have bean doing things wiong,

people want, and {f the majority of the
people happen to be Indian, I'm sorry,
that's just the way it is, If | go to live in
Reno, | have to Hve how the white
people want mé to live and answer 1o
their laws.

If the white socurity seekers, the white
incompetents who filf up the offices of
the BIA and the Public Health Services
and the school rooms — if these people
want to five in our communitias, then
they have to answer to our laws, The
majority rules, If thay can't do that,
then byebye — they cian go live with
the whita people,

‘When I"'m talking like this, | don't want
peogle to misunderstand,

We're talking now about a cealignment
of people’s justice, We're talking about &
realignment of social conditions. We're
tilking about cresting an environment
50 Indian people can survive in their
culture, just like the white poople have
managed 10 survive in theirs,

I'm not talking racist perspectives. I'm
not & racist against the white people. |
don't want our communities ta become
racist against the white "people. But
we've got 1o recognize the truth, and
the truth happens to be this: racism
isn‘t the issue, but the issue s that we
doubt the capacity of the white mun to
govern fairly, and this doubt comes
from the past actions of white societies.

When it comes down to Indians vs,
whito, the foderal government alwoys
white. The people of Owyhee are
ng fed up with this type of systam
denies them their human rights
want to sse justice too, They want
10 sit in here at Reno to see what type

i
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Owyhee. The Government will take me
400 miles away from the community to
srgue before o white court why they
can't try me in Owyhes, but this time
the people of Dwyhee sald we're going
to come down 10 haar their excuses,

Then we'll understand. We'll know
where the government is coming from,
Thera'll ba no more bullshit, Either the
Government will obey its constitution,
or the Government will not pbey ity

with all this ¢rap all their fives. They
hove heord every promise that the last
four generations of politiclans have
made ~ they've heard it all, And they
know nothing has changed from the day
they were barn to today. The rhetoric
and the promises remain the same, and
the way we have to live remal
same.

They recognized that one step toward
stopping all these bad things was to
oxercise their own jurisdiction, And in

2
g

much better Tor doing it

I don’t think the people will ever go
back to totally accepting anything the

Incddians, but it can't wipe out the
philosophy,

The people in the communities have to
woke up and sccept the fact that just

The State Moves In

{On December 10, the US. Attornay
directad BIA police st Duck Valley to
permit state police officers to enter the
reservation to arrest Trudell, Officors
did arrest Trudell on a state charge of
attempted robbery, and took him to the
Elko County Jall,

Local district attormey Hobert Manley
hes been pushod into the situation by
the U.S — setting the state up is 8 patsy
to do the federal dirty work. Trudell has
been relzasod on bond, and there will be
hearings to determine | the state has
jurisdiction,

[tntormation from a reliable source |y
that the BIA iz now moving automatic
weapons  #nd gos bombe into Duck
Valley, apparently feeling that there Is
enough tension at this isolatad reserva-
tion to cause snother Wounded Knee
situgtion,

[Of sven more serious concern it the
information that a special police agent
has been posted ot Duck Valley to
manitor Trudell, This man has bragged
of killing another person at Pine Ridoe,
and is reported to have said that it
wouldn‘t take much for him to get
Trudell, When the recent state arrests
were made, It was this agent who
identitied Trudell for the arresting
officers.)
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A historfe meeting between Native American groups
and national church) representatives took place an the
Raosebud Reservation in early October.

Abour 150 persons had been invited to the
consultation by The Interreligious Foundation for
Community Organization (IFCOJ and by the
Rosebud Tribal Council. People responded from
twelve church denominations, fourtsen tribes, and
sventeen states. Nations represented  included
Yakima and WNorthern Cheyenne, WMohawk,
Onondega, Senecs, Creek, Pims, MNopi, Oglala,
Sizseton, Wahpeton. Organizations inclrded the
National Congress of American Indians, the American
Indian Movernent, the Institute for the Development
of Indian Lsw, National Indian Youth Councll,
AKWESASNE NOTES, interrational Indian Treaty
Courrcil, and many others.

Reprasentatives of United Methodist and Unitwd
Presbyterian agencies joined persons from the Church
of the Brethren, Mennonites, Disciples, American
Friends, Episcopalians, Reformed Church, Catholics
and Lutherang, The Presbyterian Church, U.S., the
Americon Baptists, and the United Church of Christ
had the largest deiegations,

Proceedings of the conference will be availabile from
IFCO, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y, 10027
This issire of AKWESASNE NOTES is also the regulae
issue of IFOO NEWS, and i3 being sent to IFCO
NEWS subscribers.

It was an amazing group of people, People from Indisn
communities, people from Indian organizations, people
from all aspects of church lsadership and resource
offices, people from governmental agencles relating to
Indians, people from the news media — all kinds of
people gathered in a dingy townhall in Mission within
the boundaries of the Rosebud Sioux Reservation on
October 1, after having driven across long strutehes of
open plaing, or arriving in the dead of night at the small
girport in Pierre to wonder what kind of place lay at
the end of their 90-mile car-trip from the airport.

Leadership of various churches were seeking to under-
stand the complexities of the many lssues facing the
Native American, not only out of a growing sense of
mission, bat out of & need to face decisions being
prassed by Indian people from all aspetts of Indian
socinty and to face these declsions from & broader base
of knowledge and feeling for the Native peoples of this
land. A growing sense of urgency faces Indian people
today whether they are a part of tribal counell
structures, grassfoots organizations, on or off
ressrvation communities, #nd rogardiess of the form
that o perticular issue may toke In thoir particular
community,

This sense ol urgency arises out of twe all
encompassing forms of oppression which have always
faced Indian poople: 1) ongoing efforts by the majority
culture to assimilate the many and varled tribal
expressions of Indian culture, and 2) now legal spear-
heads on the part of local, state, and especially the
Federai Government to undercut the rights, freedom,
and sovreignty of Indian peopie.

This sense of urgency has brought Indian people 1o
seek access to the resources of tha church and to move
thesa many institutions to act in support of native
peoples from a ssnse of mission and responsibility
which allows Indians to struggle for their own way of
life with all its richness in @ soclety that seeks to
benelit. as it hos alraady, from the destruction of these
mme peoples.

An ides was conceived to bring church lesdership,
ropresentatives of decisionmaking power within the
chutches, together with a wide perspective of active
leadership within the Indian community and sttempt
10 croate @ forum for dislogue and hard strategy.

The Imerroligious Foundation for Community Organi-
zation, because of its involvement with both the Indisn
and church communities, received varying requests of a
ganeral nesd, but the germ of the speeific idea for the
consultation came to IFCO at the urging of George
Telford, General Secretary of the Board of National
Missions for the Presbyterian Church, US.

In an attempt 1o make such a wide forum a reality,
IFCO called together a planning committes from the
ditferent perspectives of church and Indian worlds
alike 1o strive for some sense of common purpose,
IFCO invited other scumenical bodies such as Joint
Stratogy & Action Committee [JSAC), the National
Council of Churches' Division of Church & Society;
and the Commission on Justice, Liberation and Human
Fulfiliment, to join In the planning along with the
denominations.
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The IFCO Native American
Consultation—— A Report

People representing 14 tribes, 12 denominations and
various levels of regional and national perspectives
gathered in Bursau of I ndion Affairs school dormitaries
fo share not just intellectual ideas in the small town
hall in Mission, but in experiences — together.

Early in the meeting, Leonard Crow Dog, a spiritual
lsader of the Lakota people and the Amarican Indian

« Witfred Balley/IFCO photn
Jim West, Cheyenne, Consultation Co-Chairman

Movement, and hast to the many soirltual leaders who
gathered from the Creek, Onondogs, Hopi, and other
natians, stated the need for 3 spiritusl base for the
consultation and the many activities it might bear:

“I"'m trying to let the Indian tall the truth — the truth
will make you free. You church people will know and
will hear, You will know to understand. Most of my
lite | will be harassed by the FBI [becsuse | speak the
truth]. Many of the spiritual people across the country
should get togethar like this more often. Mow could we
save the soul? How could we save the spirit? And not
only tne spirit, but the buman being that Is visited by
this spirit.”

After hearing the great variety of presentations, the
consultation was faced with the task of retponding in o
human and institutionally realistic way. Jimy Christison,
Gernaral Secrstary of the Americen Baptist Bogrd of
National Ministries, rose 10 spesk on behalf of the
ehurch Jeadership present to call for the formation of
six workshaps: communicstions, théological/spiritusl,
lobbying, legal assistance, ourriculum and hunger,

Workshop recommendations includod an scumenical
bail bond fund, denominational support of several
hunger projects and Survival Schools; wse of native
American curriculum In seminaries, and briefings of
Washington stat! people on current issuns,

The Core planning commitiss Incloded:  Eimer Savilla,
Prasident of the Quechan Tribe In Yuma, Arizone, and member
of the National Trite! Chalrman's Assaciation: Jimmy Durbam,
coordinator far the Amevican Indien Treaty Council: Annetis
Andersan, cheirporson  of the Americen Baptist Native
Amwrican Caucus; Gann Crawford, Nationel indlan Lutheran
Soard snd chairperson of the JSAC Iadian Minfstrkes Task
Force; Robert Burnette, president of the Rosbud Sioux Teibal
Council und member of the National Congress of Amwricen
Indlam; Jim West, Chayenos, IFCO saft associste; Willlem
Fox af the Christien Church's Reconcilistion program; Jos
Volosco, Presbyterian Church, US.; Chels Covendar of the
Netions! Comwnittes on Indlon Work, Episcopal Chuech;
Patricls Sellanger, St. Poul American Indian Movemnent;: Joet
Maortinez, United Mathodist Boerd of Global Ministcies; Dennis
Banky, Held dicector, American Indian Movement; and Maeliyn
Clement, associate diractor af (FOD, whth Elssnor McKennoy,
secratary,

The committes, a¢ & result of ity roprasantative nature,
expurienced both confrontation and honest roaching
out, A philosophy of apen and hanest sharing not only

had to becormw a part of the many styles of thought,

spirit, and action within the Indian community and
within the church community, but had to cut through
the long and tragic history between Indian people and
the church. As Marie Helene Laraque of INDIGENA
stated in 3 letter to the consultation concerning church
activities throughout the Americas today: "The
Christian religion in its many confusing feems con.
tinues 1o be used as an important waapon 1o under-
mine our traditions and to destroy our people. Even
Today, in many places, it still holds true that the
missionary and the soidier are the most effective tools
for civilizing the Indians — civilizing Indians to almost
complete destruction of maost tribal people.*

— analysis by James West, IFCO

dialogue

The IFCO Consultation was a learning experiencs for o
hundrad church officials, and a chance for a few score
of native speakers and leaders to talk with sach ather.
Thers ware panels, speeches, discussions, conversations,
arcuments, Whether it “did any good™ is yet to be
ween,

Inddian spirftuslity was discussod often. Somatimes the
going was hard — the term "religion™ as It s used and
as most Christion people relate 1o it iz not & proper
word to describe the native way of life in North
Amarica, And uniike Christianity, the natural ways and
spirituality are difficult to explain verbally, becouse
mast of it is conveyed through experience.,

philip deere

Philip Deere, a Creek medicine man, spiritual leader of
the American Indisn Movement, and a part of White
Roots of Peace, ralated to the Consultation;

“Indian culture or religion (= very important 1o Indian
people. Our whole life is based upon our refigion and
culture, As a traditional, | have to show respact 1o oul
Mother Earth. | have 10 show respect to all Croation,

“We are serious people. | have no time 10 discus
anything alte but my Indianness.

“The law of love, peace, and respect s the basis of
Indian law The doors of the Indian people have slways
bean opm — for that reason Christopher Columbus
landed on our shores and white peopls have beon here
aver since, | oftenitimes wondar — should those doors
rmomain open to those who violate Indian law? The
Indisn peopln believe in the Truth, not 50 much in the
fact, because fact & something society has picked up
10'keep the pasce’ The court system is bised on fact —
our religion is based on Truth,

“In order to prove the Truth, you do not have to
tepresent a thousand people, | always hear the
question, "How many people do you represent?” "How
many followers do you have”™ | ask, what do numbers
mean whan you speak the Truth?

“Perhaps | do not roprasent & thousand Indians,
Perhaps Leonard Crow Dog does not mpresent 3
thousand Indisn, Elections are held, yut that does not
mean that person slected is going to get you the right
thing, If you think that is trus, then think about
Richard Nixon,

“In the Bible, you will find Truths, not facts.

“Can the courts decide Truth? Many Innocent Indian
people spend time in your jails throughout the
country, in these courts you noeed 8 witness. Somoonn
who needs a witness must not trust himself

"1 went to school and had to learn about the Bible. It
was written for lost people. Bat i the Indisn lost? As
an Indian, | know who | am. But | can remember ona
lost person — Christopher Columbus,

— Jusn Reyna/AKWESASNE NOTES
Philip Deers, Muskogee, a spiritual lesder of the
American Indian Movemnent, at |FCO Consultation

“Our Indian way of life has been tested for thousands
of years, and we still have it. What has been given to us
since the dawn of Creation we are willing to stand up
and die for, _

“Iodian people have one thing over the non-Indian
sbout refigion, We do not mock one another’s religion,
We do not try to convert other people into our
religion. We respect one another’s religion.”

8pth Christians and followers of the Original Instruc-
tions can identity with the principle of nonwviolence.



Yet one of the worries of church people has boen the
many actions which native people have taken which
they congider to be “violent™ or “militant™, In fact,
the labal implies that native people invoived are
without religious pringipte. Philip Dearn covered
the subject this way in his discussion:

“Talking about violence — if some criminal comes to
my house and begins to beat my family, maybe kills
one of the mombers of my family, and | stand up to
defend my family, am | a viclent person? Do you
remember when in that Book, this man callod Jesus
went into the temple and drove those money-changers
out? Did he do & violent act? Was he right? That's how
come | don’t understand what violeocs is,

“If it s violent to preserve my religion and my
language, then | am violent, If it is militant, then | am a
militant,

*A gunshat will kil me, but it will not kill the I ndlan
religion or our Indian beliefs, No gumhots, jallhouses,
foderal authorities — no one else will sver put down the
Indian religion because it has been given to us since the
dawn of Creation. We have no book to follow — but we
do have a heart and conscience.”
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This advertisement appesred in  the Flint,
Michigan, Journal — far which the newspaper later
apologired. A local chiurch offered a “scalping
demonstration” by a real live Indian to entice
chifdres to come to Sunday School,

oren lyons

Oren Lyons, a royaner of the Onondaga Nation of the
Paople of the Longhouse, went directly into the
sovaraignty fssue. "Our territories are o nation, We are
not a reservation, We have boun a nation for at least a
thousand years. Our government s not one that is
mode up from men's idens — our governmmt is
somuthing that wis glven to us because we neaded it

“"We have difficuity with you because in the process of
your government, there was a ssparation between the
Chiurch and the State. In the process of our govern-
ment, it is so intertwined we cannot separate the
morality from the political, The feason why they
separate your government was that thece ware many
voices — as | sit here, | understand there are oight or
nine differont denominations present, Thass are aight
or nine different voices. But the voices of Crow Dog,
Deera, Banyacya are the same — wo al) say the some
thing,

“At the beginning of thiy sation which flies the flag of
the stars and stripes, our nation was 8t least 800 years
old. We told you about the process of democtacy.
Your process did not come across the water; you did
not bring freedom with you,

“"“This s the process we talk sbout — soversignty of
the individual, the government of the nations, the
povernment of the fish, the nation of birds, the nation
of troes.

Within his discussion of the Two Row Wampum Belt,
Oren Lyons spoke of the relationship which needs to
exist betwesn native people and those who still follow
European ways. This relationship requires that both
groups co-exist in mutual respect.

“That’s all it requires — o tolerance for one another’s
way of life,” Lyons said, “Our tolerance is on a string,
Your tolerance has not yet been tested,

“We must work for the welfare of our people. | think
the burden is upon you because too long you have
been the burden upon us. You sit on our backs. We
carry you. Just step ol our backs and walk slongside.”

chuck trimble

Chuck Trimble, the axscutive director of the National
Congress of American Indiam [NCAIl got into the
controversial subject of tribal government. He lined up
with traditional people in saying that “governments
should be designed to serve the people, If governments
do not sarve the people, they should not exist, If they
oppress any of their peopls, they should not exist. And
if they do anything to compromise or hurt the
traditions, the religions of the people, they should not
exist.”

Trimble differed, however, with traditional people who
were opposed to new-style majority-rule governmaents,

“The thing that disturbs me to 3 total point of
frustration is the thinking that the resl strong sscred
religious elemant of our own Indien society should
automatically be opposed 1o governments in any
modam form."

He said regarding the "strong sonse of Indianness we
are trying 10 recover,” that he would give “credit
where credit's due — | think it's been the strong
traditional movement that has come back, re-emarged
~ the American Indian Movement.” He said he thought
it should be pouible to have both “modern govern.
ment’ and “traditional leadership™

[The National Congress of American Indians is locsted
at 1346 Connecticut Awve, NW., HRoom 312,
Washington, D.C. 20038, ]

tim coulter

An issue which faces native nations today Is that of
treaties and the Intermational implication of those
treatios, The current effort is to gain recognition of
treatios made between native nations and colonial-gtyle
governmants. Tim Coulter, who works with the
Institute for the Dewelopment of Indian Law, gave a
brief historical beckground of treatiss:

"Congress has assumed that it has the suthority to
sbrogate, that is to nullity, treaties that have been
enterad into. Unfortunately, that is true under the laws
of the United States. Congress does have tha suthority
to do that. Treaties are placed in U.S. low on a par with
Acts of Congress, In other words, if Congress passes a
statute today, wheib is in conflict with a treaty made
yestarday, the statute governs. Of coursa, that's entire-
ly contrary to international law It is never possible
undor international law for one nation to pass a law in
its own country which abrogates its internationsl
obligations,

Coulter noted that this principle has beon the basis for
constant “legal’” sttacks upon the land base and rights
ol nutive people today. “It is this principle, plus
flagrant misuse and abuse of the trustee ralptionship to
Indian tribes by the United Statws Gowvernment, that
his led to constant legal battles for natural resources
that belong to various tribes by treaty.

“Treaties in goneral are contracts made between
sovereign gowarnments and by sovereign governments,
A contract made between sovervign governmaents is not
smply & private agraement which is recognized in the
law, but it itself bocomes law under internationat legal
principles, [Treaties] creste legsl obligations on both

- Wilfred Balley /IFCD News photo
Tim Coulter . . . lawyer for The People
sides, If [a nation| fails to meet thoss obligations, (it
i lisble under international law. [1t] may subject
linalf] 1o an international claim., [It] may subject
themswrives to retaliation by the other nation.

"The Two Row Wampum agreement is as much @
treaty and s much a part of the law of nations a5 the
SEATO pact or as NATO or any other traaty you cars
to cafl attention to. If you recall, the Two Row
Wampum wa an effort in general to regulate the
intercourse between the Europeans and the Indian
Nations. During the colanial period, aimost none of the
treaties were reduced to writing. ** .

[The Institute for the Development of Indian Law
located at 927 15th St N.W, Suite 200, Washington,
D.C. 20006.]

dace means

Doce Mepns, who has been working with the Inter.
nutional Treaty Office, tpoke sbout what is kappening
there now: “We work mostly with contacting different
countries 1o gain support, because that's tho only way
we will be sble to gat into the United Nations. There's
a batthe involved in our trying to gain membership,
Some of our critics have stated that we don't have
enough land — but there are four countries in Europe
[Balglum, Denmark, the Netherlands, and
Luxembourg! which are smaller than the Navejo
Nation, yet they are all members of the UN. If you
took the largest four of the seven Sioux Nations, you'd
have enough land for lszael. They also say we don't
have enough population, but thers are seven countrios
in the United Nations each with less than 100,000
people. The Navajo Nation alone has 131,000,

vernon bellecourt

Vernon Bellecourt spoke sbout the July, 1973, Inter.
mational Treaty Conference held in Mobridge, on the
Standing Rock Resarvation. This meeting drew 4,000
people from 98 different native nations, ""We feel that
if we can get 4,000 Indian people together, recognizing
that we are only Y% of 1% of the national population,

this js a pratty significent crosssection of Indian
people from all areas of the country. This was
historic conference, and this i the kind of direction
that the American Indian Movement takes, Out of this
conference, an International Troaty Council Otfice wan
established [777 UN Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017.)

“They also say that our being a reservation inside &
country it a problem, Yet thore are four or five snall
countries In Europe that are In the same situation,
having 0o open line to sn ocean or a-body of water, If
there s any need that Indian people have, | think it |s
in this fight for Indian treaties. Qur first prioclty ought
to be getting into the United Nations.”

Bellecourt also hit at another problem, “The agenda
draws a division between urban and reservation Indians
— wo feel this is o trap thet often misleads a lot of
people. There is no difference in urban and reservation
Indimnt, I'm an Ofibway if 1I'm in Hong Kong or France
or Denmark or St. Paul or my reservation in White
Earth, which | consider as my home.”™

The American Indian Movement coordinator empha-
sized the sovereignty issue. “The only way we aro going
to bring an honest refationship between Native psople
and the United States Government s to raise this
[sovereignty] issue as Puerto Rico is raising it, We
realize that until other governments of the world
recognize the sovereignty, the nationhood, ol our
people, the United States Government is going to
continue to ignore us.

“When we went to Washington in 7972 and made a

revolutionary. When we are talking sbout the freedom
of native people and about getting out from under the
heal of American colonialism, then the U.S, Govern-
ment calls it revolutionary and thoy can't deal with it
This Is hypocrisy for & government which says it is

[Continued on next page]
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going to try to celebrate o birthdey party on July 4,
1976, [an anniversary| when another group of radicals,
their militants, took up guns and started shooting
police in the valleys of Concord; when their revolution-
ories mada radical statements like, ‘Don’t fire untll you
son the whites of their syes.’

“But we are not talking about that kind of violencs,
We are talking about bringing our chiefs, our pesceful
paople, before the World Court and lotting it decide
whether the United States has had an honest reistion-
ship with the Native People,

“In 1972, the American Indian Movement was pushed
into the forefront all across the country. For the first
tima, Indian and non-indian slike had to stand up and
form some kind of opinion as to what AIM was all
about. Tha American Indian Movement has existed
ever since Columbus got off the boat.

Bellecourt noted that Dennis Banks had boen
scheduled to spesk at tha confersnce, but he hed
chosen “political exile rathes than submit 10 a racist
judicial system that exists not only in South Dakoto,
but exists for Indian peopio throughout the Western
Hemisphere. Dennis Banks chose to be & symbol of free
rasistance, rather than a symbal of resistance in prison.

We don't need sny more martyrs in jail. We've got
enough political prisoners. We in the national American
Indian Movemant are in full support of Dennis Banks
and we will continue to struggle for the rights of native
people.

‘“We hope that slong that path we will pick up tome
friends within the church foundations, We hope to get
o clearsr undenstanding from our own Indlan people
within church organizations. But we are going to
continue in our direction with or without that sup-

A number of FBI sgants were milling In the group,
waiting to see if Banks would sppear, 8ill Means at one
point announced, with tongue in cheek, that Banks
would be there at 4 pom, Shortly afterwards, Mission
fire sirens wailed and an unuswal number of mportily:
dressed male "tourisy’ congregated obstside the town-
hall,

Bellecourt has said there is a “policy of extinction™
being carried out against native people, and that pollcy
s manifested in a three-pronged sttack, First, he said
the Christian churches have sought wiritual destruction
of Indian religion, Second, the education system has
erodod native culture. Thirdly, the Federal Gavern-

meat “in collusion with the lorge energy companios
and the military/industrial complex™ has followed ¥
poth of “land destruction’” against native peoples,

The American Indizn Movemant, he said, worked to
counter those destructive tendencies and build 2
"spiritual rebirth in the Indian people”.

Bellecourt sald the white man has a powsrful role to
play in that vision, That role is simply respecting other
human belngs. ‘He must recognize us as & culture and
respect our customs, our ways, our lands, and our
resources, But before he can do that, he must respect
himself, Instoad, ho wants us to look like him, tatk lke
him, and act lka him,™

Some Christian denominations, Bellecourt said, "bulld
big white churches on reservations, But within the
shadow of their steeple, there is poverty, hunger, snd
human suffering. And we don’t want anything to do
with them a Jong as they continue 1o preach &
doctrine of brotherdy love yet allow human sutfering to
continue on their doorstep, ™

Bellecourt said he wae not a Christian, but “Christ was

our brother, We have lived the Christien way for
thousands of years — but the white man has not.”

ted means

Ted Means of the We Will Remember School in Rapid
City, South Dakota, and Ralph Ware of the Federstion
of Survival Schools described the new trend in the
education of native childron. Means told haw It began,
“The Survivel School was created in Minneapolis,
Mionesota, in 1971, when a young man who was
Involved with the American Indian Movement decided
that because of the racism that axists and the fact that
the educational system was totally lacking and totally
failing his three sons, he would take his sons out of the
public school system. A cotirt battle followed, snd the
decision of the judge was that if he could provide an
siternative education for his children, then he and his
wife wouid not have to go to jall. That day the first
Survival School, the Heart of the Earth Survivel
School, was born,

“The whole basis of the Survival School coneept is
centerad around our spirituality ae Indian people. In
order us 1o survive ms a poople, we must malntain
the roligion of our forefathers, We must maintain the
languape, the songs, the respect for our brother's
vizsion, Our young peopile must develop within tham-
suives & sunso of who they are a3 Indian persons.

[The We Will Remember Survival School is located at
807 Fairview, Rppid City, South Dakota 57701.]
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HOW TO USE THE BIBLE TO JUSTIFY MANIFEST DESTINY — AND GENOCIDE

[ Thir is an excerpt feom an acticie oo the
Amarican indions sppenring in the mage-
sine Plain Trueh, arawering thie guotion,

“DNd Whie Men Move A Manifest
Dentiny 7)

Did God really give this land to
Anglo-Saxons “to reward their
brave spirits™? To amswer this
qQuestion, we must look into a
higtorical section of the book of the
white man's religion, the Bibia.

Anciently, the God of the 8ible
spoke to a powwful and wealthy
patriarch named  Abraham, This
story i recounted in Genesis, begin-
ning in chapter 12. God promised
o pive matarial and splritual bless-
ings to Abraham and to many
generations of his descendants be-
cause of Abreham’s loyalty and
faithfuiness, God also promised
Abrsham that he would be the
father of many nations, The coven-
gt relationship between Abraham
and Gad was to have a grout affoct
on the workd, even in modern

The covenant did not end with
Abraham’s desth, but was trany
mitted through his son Issac and hiy
grandson Jecob, who was renamed
fsrael. From Jacob was to come a
nation and a “company of
mations”™, [Genesis 35:11]

Ay time perograssed, the nowly-

formed nation, composed of des-
condants of Jacob's twelve sons,

forgor their covenant relationship
with God. They repudilated His laws
and cugtomt. They took on the
ways of the peaples around them.
The historical record in the 8ible
explaing how they went through a

series of invasions and fimally
mnational ceptivity as punishment
for their Individual and nationa!
ging. Ten of the twelve tribes dis
appearet from their homeland in
the Middle East long before the
Roman Empire emwped as the
domivating force oo the world
scone. Millennia [atee, they emergoed
again from obscurity to continue
recniving the very promises given to
Abraham,

Though white Americans todoy
know Nrttle of their origins, no one
can deny the colncidence that the
peoples of the United States and
the 8ritigh Commonwoalth lave, in
fact, inhevited the weslth and
pawer promised in the birthright to
Abroham and iz descendents. No
other netionalities have become the
single greatest “nation™ and the
most  expangive “company of
nations”™ respectively, in all of
warth’s history, These aro facts of

bill means

Bill Mesns dmeribed the ¢ of tertor on South
Dakota reservations ~ invi to the scores of
represectatives at tho Consultation, but a constant
reality in Lukota lives. “The FBI goes into peaple’s
homes, In the community of Parmiee, three helicopters
descended on the home owned by the Broken Leg
family, a traditional family, They made #ll the poopie
in that home, Including the chiidran, at 6 in the

marked them as evidence and asked the old people
about the wherssbouts of Dennis Banky,

“The sound of gunshots it an wvoryday sound. The
sound of police sirens at s home, the sound
M‘Omup-mhhmFBll‘mmlmllumm
people at Pine Ridge.”

rarihokwats

Speaking to the Comultation, Rarihokwets, editor of
AKWESASNE NOTES, ruvlated the terrorism taking
place at Pine Ridoe to the terrorism in South America:
*When those Brazilian Indians are being rounded up by
the armies down there, is thers any differsnce betwean

' thoss men and those guns and the ones who point

them at Crow Dog and his childran right here? It's all
the same process, and we are all involved in it,

“When Leonard Crow Dog stands hore and talks about
what happened to him, | can hardly sit here and listen,
knowing that here in this room are all these people,
with all thess resources of all these churches — and yet
what is going to be done?

“You had better be interested, and you had better do
something — not for the sake of Leonard Crow Dog,
but for the sake of your own childran. What is going on
here s headed for Chicago, New York — and you am
going 1o be experiencing these things in your own life
and your own childron will be experiencing these
things unless you are able to deal with it and stop It
here in Indian Country,

“To expect the Indians to stop it slone is taking 8 very
neutral position, Even simply giving aid to the Indians
it only dightly better, This oppression ix being con-
ducted by your represantatives — these are your
people, your soldiers, your government doing these
things. You have a respansibility 1o stop it."”

ralph ware

Many challenges and strategies for future action were
directed to the church groups. Most called for & change
in diroction. Ralph Ware commented, “It’s easier for
you people to give us $5,000 and walk away. | think
that you people have an obligation to come to my

community and to our Survival Schools and be part of
that system we are trying to develop, Take the message
back 10 your people and say, “Hay, | think we ought
10 get out there and see what's happening.”

“Two years 0go, | said that | would never coma before
another white group again, because it is deprussing to
see all of us Indian people sit before & group of white
people and say, “This is what we are doing; this is what
wa need.” We've been doing this over and over again.

"It costs monay to pet us all up hore and to give you
story and for you to do nothing. | don’t believe that's
right. | don't belleve that’s fair. | hope that the
WMvouMmmb::mVoo
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moses big crow

Another type of sppoal come from Moses Big Crow, a
Rosebud medicine man. He mentioned that non-indian
people would be celobrating » Bicentennial. He hoped
thore would be legal justice for the native people. |
ask the spiritual people here to pray for this to happen
~ than we will have something to celebrate.™

jim west

Jim West, a Cheyenne working for IFCO and an
organizer of the conferonce, said he hoped for more
dislogue betwsen Christians and traditional native
siritusl leaders, “The Christian leaders should go to
the Indians. | don't mean [they should say] ‘Let's get a
maedicine man to say one of his chants, or incorporate a
wng of use a peece pipe.” What | am getting ot is
concepts, Truths,

“Is the church ready to st down with tribal people
who are wvary knowledgesble of their own tribal
religions? 1'd like to see this happen. The church has
got to begin to invest in Indian leadership, in Indian
community, and in & broader sense of mizsion, because
the problems that Indian people face today can no
longer be faced by the church through its traditional

leonard crowdog

Leonard Crow Dog spoke of his encounters with the
“traditional form of the church™ — the missionary,
“We've beon baptised many, many times, They always
ask us, ‘When are you going to got baptised, Mr. Crow
Dog? | say, 'When all tha churches sre together.' I'm
choosy, 5o | want to be baptised by one church /f I'm
going to ba baptised at all. But until then, | will stand

on my own Indian way of jife, the traditional way."

marie sanchez

Maria Sanchez, a Cheyenne, spoke of how Christien
churches had viclated the spirituality of the native
people by telling them they had to be saved from thelr
traditional way of life. “The churches preach brother-
hood, Well, we are your brothars, We include you in all
the prayers that our spiritusl lsaders say, You are part
of humanity, You are part of this whole universe.”

— Wiltred Builey/IFCO News photo
Morls Sanchez . . . for the children

Strip-mining is also slated for the Crow Reservation
and the Northarn Chayanne in Montana. Maria Sanchez
said thot her struggle against this “is against the totality
of genocide.” She reminded the churches that they
weare shareholders in the snergy companies, and as
such, have a responsibility.

"I am the mothar of nine ¢hildren, My conoern is for
their future, ftor their children, and for future
generations. As a woman, | draw strength from the
traditional spiritual people.” She described the coal
stacks just upwind from them. The emimions will
include sulphur dioxide which will be held in layers by
the irregular terrain on the reservation, “The oil and
coal companies are buiiding o huge gas chamber for the
Northern Cheyennas,” she told the Consultation,

How the Methodists Promised to Reect

United Methodist representatives to the Consultation
said they would press agencies of their church to deal
with certain priority concarms,

At the top of their list was the concern about the rights
and safety of traditional peoples st Pine Ridge. They
called for the United Methodist Church to support the
resolution of the United Sioux Tribes dated July 11,
1875, calling for an investigation by independent
sgencies of the harassments by federal officials, and
irregutarities of law a2nd order by BIA police at Pine
Ridge. They also proposed an Interfaith delegastion to
visit with officlals of the Departments of Justice and
Interior to inquire into the situstion,

Second, they mcommended support of the Lakota
Treaty Council, seeking a full review of the tresty obfi-
gations of the United States, A concern was also ex-
pressed for the adequete funding of the Intornational

~ UP| phato
A yoar ago, Pope Paul VI sccept-
&) a chief"s hesddress from a
Catholic group from Gaylord,
Michigan. Imagine this scene: a
group of ex-Catholics, converted
to the Protestant faith, visit 8
Lakota gpiritual [eader, and
present him with a cardinal"s cap
and & replics of the Pope's vest-
ments. He weers them, sniling
for the Indisn photographers
covering the event. Fair enough?

gerald wilkinson

Much of Indian territory has been the target of
resource exploitation by electric, oil, ges, coal, agri-
cultural, timber interests. Native people find .
weives in conflict with interests ranging from commear-
clal fishermen to sportsmen to the Army Corps of
Enginears. Gerald Wilkinson, sxecutive director of the
National Indian Youth Council, said that the U.S,
policy of selfsufficiency announced by President
Gerald Ford would happen st the expense of the native
people.

He described the cosl gesification process In the Four
Comers arga of Navajo Nation. “Coal gasification is an
awesome process, The cost [s estimated ot botween
four and seven billion dollars, The process involves
taking coal out of the ground, processing it Into
methane and synthetic ges. To gut this process on the
road in Navajo Nation, it ls necessary to strip-mine
57 000 acres of the Navajo land. This will medn a hole
anywhere from 50 to 100 feet deop. Yot tha life span
of these plants is only 25 vears,

"85% of the permanant jobs would be filled by outside
workers, As many as 8,000 Navajos will have to be
moved. The plants could affect water availability —it
would take 10,000 acre-feet of water a yoar 10 operate
esch ong of the plants. Water now earmarked for the
Navajo Irrigetion Project might be the only water
avallable 1o thess plants, Then there is the guestion of
reclaiming the lend — thers s not sufficient rainfall for
reciamation, We hoge 10 bring several law sults in an
sffort to wtop this The effects on our peopie and the

— Juan Reynal AKWESASNE NOTES phote
Gerald Wilkinson, executive director,
National Irxfian Youth Councll

whole country are very important, because if they can
do this hers, they can move it to places where
nan-indians sre.™

[The National Indisn Youth Council is located at 201
Hermosa, N.E., Albuquérqus, New Mexico 87108.)

‘YOU CAN FEEL EVIL FORCES AS THEY WORSHIP THE DEVIL

This acticle appenced ma minian pews-
peoer yant 1o paatrButore. It s called
Incdion Trallx, and wea publithed ur #O
Box 1203, Mesa, Arizong 85201 |

Hop! 8ible School: Polacca Com-
munity Hall was the locstion, From
the song, the Joy of the Lord filled
every heart. Many decisions were
made for Jesus, and hearts wore
truly blessed.

Pray for Mishongnovi, a Hopi
village stesped in witcheraft. Many
people feel the Indian dances are
for snow and entertainment. How-
aver, this yesr, all visitors hava been
banned from the snake dance

/£ you are ever near one of these
dances, you can fewl the very
presence of evil forces as they
actually worship the devil. This is in

Will you heip ws pray? A few weeks
ago, @ grandpa in this village ovee
100 years old whoem had given his
Ieare and fife to Jesyx died. The
part of the family that were
Christians stoppid by the traller

and agked us to come and have a
Chrigtian burlal, When Virgil Ochos
and | mrrived in the village, the
non-Christian side of the family and
traditionals had banned us from
helping. They told us to lsave, and
that they ware going to bury him
according to traditional ways. We
then went to the grove site and

were mat there by » of
traditional men and wae that
we Aad better gt out.

They buried him in a sitting posi-
thon facing the west in their trad).
tiona! way. Even though we could
not give him a Christian burisl, his
docision befare desth iz what
counted, not the way he was
buried,

These people need Jesis PRAY!
PRAYIPRAY!

There are 'a few Christions in this
village, and oh what persecution
they suffer. Pray for them. If
enough Christian people would ben
[sfe] together and pray, we could
bind the forces of evil and claim
this village for Jesus. We have soen

the United States!

Treaty Council offices at the United Nations plazs in
New York City. That office Is trying 1o bring the issus
of tresties between native nations and the United
States of America to “the fullest possible attention of
the highest bodies of the United Nations.”

Delogates also favored the establishment of an Inter-
skmmk\aﬁoml baii funds for native peoples who are
‘arrested in rotation and subjectad to successive pross-

this happen in other Hopi villages,

cution In an apparent effort to neutralize their effect-
ive lesdership in any movement which engages In con-
frontation with the Government of the United States
on the essentinl issues of treaty rights, preservatian of
traditional culture, reessertion of distinctive tribs!
identities *

But more importantly, they said they would atk high-
level church officials to make inquiries concerning the
practices of sstting ball bonds for native peoples
chargad in political-relsted crimes.

Following the lsad of the Society of Friends (Quakers),
repeesentatives ot the Conmsultation sald they would
urge full-time securely-financed legislative linison offi.
cers on native American issues 10 serve in informing
and sensitizing the churches to legislative proposals on
which support wis needed from church constituencies.
In genaral, such lisison workers would chatlenge the
churches to give specific expressions of support on stra-
togic native isues before Congress or within executive
departments,

feontinued on next page)
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Unitad Methodiats called for a staf! person to famillar-
ize the churches with the necessity for native Survival
Schools and .other Indian-controlled alternative
schools, and to seek tunding for these programs.

Recognizing there were various levels of understanding
within their ranks, the UMC people expressed concern
for ml.dtdmmuﬂlmlndawmof
native religious concepts. They expressed concern oo
for the operstions of Christians on ressrvations, and of
denominational exscutives who dre responsible for the
administration of mission programs and projects on re-
servations,

Aecommendations were made for 2 series of dialogues
with native Holy Men snd spiritual leaders for the pur-
pase of re-examination of existing Christian missions
on Indian reservations and the role which they possibly
have played in contributing to the deteriorstion of
Indlan culture and life,

One UMC concern wis expressed for “the lnattention
which has been given by the churches to the historical
and current operations of those buresus and agencias
of the foderal government which exercise control over

the lives and destinies of Native Americans on tha re-
servations, and which inattention has furnished indirect
sapport for those laws and policies which have ex-
ploited the resources of Indian tribes and individuals,
restricted opportunities for growth and development,
and have denied the exarcise of true wifdetarmination
by Indian poople.” They asked that staff people be
msigned within church bosrds to become fully familiar
with the government operations to which native people
have besn voicing concerns 30 that the church can
“focus its concern and be intelligently and effectively
supportive of those changes in law and administrative
policy which would work towsrd a re-establishmaent of
native American identity, rights, and resources,”

Noting that many native situations are of & critical and
wrgent nature, arising without notice or planning, UMC
deologates worried about the capacity of their churches
to respond effectively and immediately. They recom-

mended that plans be made for “crisis response”, sl-
lowing for an onthe-scene presence and involvement of
churches 50 that native people can confront the govern-
ment on un equal basis,

e T S e s e

Now, What Wil Be Done?

Native people at the conference wondered if the
church representatives had heard them, and if so, what
would be done? Did the representatives have the
authority or position to be able 10 move thelr agencies
and churches into action?

A “successful Consultation” can only be measured by
concrate action,

And native people sre hoping that action will come
:rom their white relatives, They are watching to see if
1t does.

[This repart on the IFCO Consultation was made by
Janine Jamieson, » Senece, for AKWESASNE NOTES
and for IFCO News. We are gratelul to her for her
observations, and 1o IFCO which made it possibla for
her to attend. ]

WE HAVE HEARD TOO MANY PROMISES AND LIES FROM CHURCH PEOPLE TO LOSE VALUABLE TIME TO ATTEND

{One person invited to the IFCO con-
sultation did not attend — Marie-Helene
Luvaque, dirvector of INDIGENA, a doc-
umentation center on the native peoples
of the Americas st POBox 4073,
Berkeley, Californin 94704. She did
send a letter, which was resd at the
consultation, This Ir its text.]

Dear friends,

Most of the concerns, needs, and con-
ditions of Indian poople 1o be discussed
ot thia conference can be said to be true
not only for particulsr tribes in the
United States, but for most Indians
throughout the entire “western hemi-
sphere, in North, Central, and South
Americy,

We are many nations, but we are one
people,

We are not a minority — there are 40
million of us,

We are fighting for survival — for the
right to live, 10 shape our own lives, to
be free human beings.

Throughout both continents, we face
manipulation, materialism, and tech-
nological expansion — all excused as
“Manifest Destiny ~ [by| those who
destroy our traditions, steal our lands,
and gven our souls. Even their tools are
the samo: wiolence, decait, altohol,
polson, and Christianity.

The Christian refigion in its many con-
fusing forms continues 1o be used as an
impoctunt weapon 1o undermineg our
traditions snd destroy our people. Even
today, in many places, it still holds true
that the missionary and the soldier are
the most efficient tools for “civilizing™
the Indian — “civilizing’ amounts to
almost complete destruction of most
tribal peoples.

Throughout Latin America — which in

truth it more Indisn then Latin —
Christian missionaries of numerous de-
nominations, many of them from the
US., are working in partnership with
ndst, ruthlessly oppressive  govern-
ments. They work 1o focifitate the
destruction of viable ways of life in
order 1o assimilate Indians into the most
destitute level of the national populs-
tions, Oftan this is done under tho

pretense of setting up missions to carry
out educational projects in Indian com-
munities, with the same means and
results as similar operations in Indian
communities in this country — I,
boarding schools, interference in tribal
offairs, appropriation of the best lands,
disruption of traditional government,
religion, medicine, and family iife. In
sddition, isolation, distance, and the
absance of legal recourse for victims
have provided greater freedom to some
Christian missionoties 10 perpetrate
serlous crimes against the Indian people
of Latin America, The following are but
# belef rocent fist:

—~ routine kidnopping and brainwash-
ing of Indian children for purposas of
“education” (throughout the hemi.
sphare)

— using lndian children as personal
servants (Venezuela)

— (ntroduction of notions of guilt
#nd shame in nakedness, forced Im-
position of western clothes, resulting
in transmission of epidemics of new
dissases againat which Indians have
no nmetural immunity, thus many

daﬂn Immmd_(rmnw
—mhmimdlnd‘mm
dences, use of feathers, and even
Mtbml foods, resulting in nutri-
wmtmlamm

-~ omders to wrest Indien families
engaged in the farming of their own
reservation lands, illagally  ex-
progvisted by the Catholic Church
(Popmyan, Colombia, 1973)

— the removal of the Auca Indians
from their oilvich flands Ffor the
benelit of the Shell O# Company
(Ecuador 1871).

This summer, & number of Colombian
organizations  accused the  California-
based Summer Institute of Linguistics/
Wycliffe Bible Tronslators of working as
spies for the Central Intalligence Agency
[CIA], and demanded thst they leave
their country. And sarlier this year, it
was revealed that this same missionary
organization had actively cooperated
with the CIA by using two little-known
Bolivian Indian languages as codes to
transmit messages during the Viet Nam
war,

The Amazon Is now being opened up to
development as a “last frontier™, Many
Indian outposts there sre manned by
missionaries (including North
Americans) who slso are of crucial
importance in the transforming of
Indian communities into consumers be-
cause the missionaries are also traders,
Thoy graduslly build up Indian depend-
ancy on manufactured tools, foods and
clothes which can be obtained only
from white people, at the cost of the
Indians’ traditional selfsufficiency, in-
dependence, and pride,

We recognize that among Cheistian
groups there are some sincera and brave
people who have defended the just
cause of Indians at great personal risk, A
number of Brazilian priests and bishops
have been actively engaged in de-
nouncing and documenting abusas being
committed ageinst Indians in their coun-
try. For this, some have been tortured
and some ara still in jail, A faw months
ago, an assombly of Bolivian bishops
publicly accused the US, agency CARE
of distributing to Latin  American
Indisns foods containing sterllizing
agents. It was a priest who helped
document the still-ongoing slave tratfic
in Indians in Paroguay.

We appreciate the support and dedica-
tion of those individusls., But we ate
awire that Chfinhnlty is disrmpactiul
of other raligions. Throughaut the
Americes, Catholics and Protestants are
in rivalry for Indian “souls”. Many
Christians can still rationalize and de-
fond the destruction of Indian paople
and nstions as somathing necessary for
our own “greater good”,

1t should be up to us to dﬂermlm what
i best for us,

11 the Christian churches are truly con-
cerned about Indians, they should listen
10 us, support us, and quit trying to use
us 0% tha means for thelr own misguided
selvation.

| believe that what we need is not more
missionaries or man-made church build-
Ings.

We are engaged in 0 very serious
struggle. We are fighting for the survival
of our families, ourselves, our nations.
For this endeovor, we neod our iands,

our languages, our spiritualism, our tre-
ditions, our values,

We want only what slways has been
ours: our lands, our lives, our freedom.
We are not seeking to imposs our ways
orn anyone. But we do not want other
ways imposed on us,

If the representatives of Christisn
churches @re truly concerned, there are
many ways to help us. One of the
greatust needs continues to be financial
backing for Indian-fun projects,

The organization | work with,
INDIGENA, provides wvaluable docu-
ments and aducationzl mataciats about
current Indian conditions from an intar-
nationa! perspactive of all the Americas,
Weo beliove in the importance of this
work, the need to share information on
our commeon situstions and struggles, to
build solidarity and understanding
smong Indian people throughout the
hemisphare, as well as the constant need
1o educate non<dndisns,

We must have money to do this work.
But avery waek is 0 struggle to obtain
funds in order to continue operating, to
pay the rent, and for minimal fiving
pxpenses — & task which itself takas up
valushle time away from other activities
of vital importance.

promises and lies fram Church peoplo
and we have spent 100 many
dissppointing hours end days In the
halls and offices of 476 Riverside Drive
[where many national churah agencies
e housed.] In this so-called “Yeer of
the Indian™, the contributions from
Christian churches to INDIGENA total-
lod the insulting suum of $500 ~ received
wo weeks ago after one year of prom-
ises and phone calls,

AAALRARIRRAA

I am sorry | could not be with you
today, There s much we wanted to
share, aspecially with the Indian people
8t this meeting. But our project can
only afford 8 small staf! with too much
to do. At this time, it is our fesling that
we cannot lose one week's valuable
work for what mey amount o yet
snother saries of empty promises.

[{The American Indien Church In  ful things that anather person can
Chicago, like many other missions, trys 10 ahsams about her.
apply  conservative white wm&nq ta '
native people as retigious docirine. This  God says that o boy who wears long

sditorial appasred recently in the news
lettor of the church, addressing its Indan
parighioners. )

In | Corinthiens 11:14, we find
this: “Does not mature itsell tesch
you that if a man has long hair, it is
& shame unto him?” The Lord also

toily us that Me considers 8 girl's Mcw'mrh’:’b';m“gz
hair to be her glory. That long hair certalnly connot be p ]

for a girl is a sign of her submission
and that is one of the most beauth

hair has a shame upon him, [t
literally moans thet he ix dis
honoring himself, going so far as to
disgrace himsolf, for he is stepping
out of his role 82 & man and acting
submissively as & girl. This s not

God makes it very plain that a boy

God.

Every girl should have longer hair
than the boy the is with.

1 didn"t say it — God did/

shouwld nat wear long halr, If & bov
does, he is rebelling against God

God made boys and girls different-
ly. He wants them to be differant,
Any girl who crosses the line and
becomes masculineg s dishonoring
God, And any boy who crosses the
line amd becomes
actions or by looks is dishonoring

®

faminine by

@

[George ond Mary Baker are missionaies
with the Amarican Indian Crusade, opera-
ting from 6802 N. 36th Deive, Phoenix,
Aritonas 85019.)

Many of you have followed our
ministry with the Indian people for
over 25 yaars — first in the jungle
of Peru, then among the Shoshones
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In Wyoming, and the past three
yaars here in Phoonix. . .

Less than two weeks ago, our board
voted to reassign us to work on the
Wind River
Wyoming. . . We feal that the Lond
is in all this even though, humanly

Reservation In

cult, overwhelims us.

speaking, we feel unable to face this
change. The thought of working
with these Indians who have refect:
od the Gospel for 20 many years,
who are, for the most part, follow-
ing the heathen peyote cult or the
wundance religion, or some fanatical

We know of no harder mission field
among the American Indisns. But
we are confident that He is able and
we ask you to fervently pray that
Satin will be bound and the
captives set froe.,

®



ON BECOMING HUMAN AGAIN..........

AN AKWESASNE NOTES EDITORIAL

Two hundred years after the beginning of the United
States of America, native American people are still
experiencing new ravages of their lands, resources, and
dignity

In the past, Christian rcopdu and Christian churches
were part and parcel of the ripoffs, Even today, some
churches at least partly are active participants in the
destruction of mative cultures, and profit and benefit
from the loss of native rights,

But also, now as in the past, some Christlan ptoples are
speaking out about the behavior of their institutiony
and fellow parishioners, In some cases, they have been
able to mobilize wufficient support snd power {0 cause
their churches 1o withdrw from destructive practices,
In other cases, the dialogue within the churches still
EOLS ON.

Christians sometimes think that respect for native
people will simply result in Christians with braids,
They think that If their ciergy hold the Pipe while they
are preaching that this Is true respect - instead, It i
derogatory beyond bellef, Native people wha wish to
bocome Christians should be able to do o in the full
wnse of the word - not as second-class Christisns
whose services have become doctored up with native
artifacts to make them more palatable. And on the
ather hand, those who wish to continue with their
natural religious practices should not have to compete
with Christian churches which have stolen their sacrod
prictices as public relations devices,

This practice is as old as Christianity itself — remember
that Paul was even willing to be circumcized (o make
himseli more creditable to the Jews.

The Native American Consultation held with represent-
stives of major churches in October on the Rosebud
Reservation was an important évent, sigmaling 3 new
willingness of Christian peaples to Jearn — and a rencw-
o willingness of nutive peoples to help Christiany Jeal
with their racismy, coloniallsms, impetialisms, and oth-
er Europeanisms so that the can become pood nelgh-
bors to the native peoples, and at the same time, bes
come better Christions.

Despite the interest of the Cheistian churches, the op-
pression of native peoples continues, however, Leondrd
Crow Dog, who addressed the Consultation as a fice
man, I8 now in 4 U.S. prison, Robert Burnette, who
had extended Rosebud hospitality to the Consultation,
had 1o resort 1o # foderal court tion alleging
widespread election fraud after he been forcod
from his office by BIA police. The FBI Iy still at Pine
Ridge, the grand jury i still chuming out Indictments,
the Lakota Treaty Council b stlll st - for
recognition — and the churches have not yet been able
to respond to deal with these urgent matters, This does
not mean the Consultation was not a good thing — it is
m show the immensity of the battle, and far
the churches are in engaging in that struggle.

Native people have fought for centuries now to keep
America free, 8 place for future generations to° put
their feet, o land of human dignity and where the
Creation can flourish. They have fooght against an-
other way of Iife and another kind of people who have
thought only of themselves, and whose immaturity as
hurman beings causes them 1o act destructively to other
forms of life, and even to thelr own kind.

Native peoples today still are engaged in that struggle
They have fought with vigor and strength because their
minds are not so beluddled with schooling and propa-
ganda and religious teachings that keep them totally
pacified, or immobilized.

Christians interested in freedom and keeping the
Creation alive operate under » handicap — theit
upbringing mukes it difficult for them to recognize
teality. They have been taught in their civics classes
sbout the ideals ofgnsuoe and democracy, and cannot
wem to recognize facism and dictatorship ax it grows
around thom.

Christians have been educated with racist histories and
imperial ideas which are disguised from their own
hearts, and even with the best intentions, they often
come off as genuine honkeys. Persons whose lives and
intenthons are filled with hate and death and groed have

often used Christian teachings to keep good Christian
folk from rising up against them in righteous anger, or
have used Christian teachings to gain support to thelr
destructive aims. “Onward stian Sokliers ., . ™

Thus when Christians finally get their heads clear
enough that they at least want to help native peoples
from being destroyed, they enter that struggle with
many hm:flcaps. They believe the promises of officials
in government , even when native people tell them of an
unbroken line of broken promises. When native people
are brutally sttacked and pick up arms to defend them-
sefves, church people have often wrged the /ndians to
he nom-violent, because church people often cannot
bring themselves to believe they live under a violent
system of government,

At least native people understand they are oppressed —
but most church people do not see that they 100 are
oppressed peoples, that their own natural God-given
tights have been taken from them, that their natural
ways of relating 1o the earth have been suppressed, that
their natural cultures of living together have been des-
troyed.

Fepecially, they do not sec thut oppression of the
Indians is simply oppression of the most natural human
way of life on this land, and thus is 4 oppression of all
life, including themselves. As 3 result, they Identify
problems at Pine Ridge as "Indian mredon" and
they worry ahout the “plight of the Indian®,

Instead, they should help human beings fiving at Pine
Ridge to fight off oppression hecguse if is in their own
bext interests to do so.

Usnited States people do not even know of thelr own
“treaty”™ with their Government — thelr constitution,
in which they, the people, resecve certain rights to
themselves, v seem unawire that their own sover-
cign righits have been tampered with — and yet they
can recognize a broken treaty with Indians.

Thus when churches come to the zid of Indians, they
join on the Indian side of things, adding a few more
bodies to the disadvantage Indisns have always known.
While supporting Indian struggles for liberation Is im-
portant, Christisn peoples can be far more powerful if
they will engage in the struggle within the ranks of
zglu peoples, rather than coming over 1o the Indian
ol

For instance, imagine a native delegation going fo
Washington to meet with Interio officials,
Nowadays, lfchg;hg_s_decuptn wpport that move,

they will send # few people to stand up alongside the
Indians, to show that they support that. This anly co-
fuses Indians, who have white on their

side, and white people against them, And the church

support will be entirely neutralized tln-rm.
which will treat them all t:ng witans have al-
ways been treated.

What would it b2 like if the chuech people instead st
with Interior Department officials, After (he native
case has been presented, the Christiuns should demand
the right to caucus with their own civil servants, should
demand that the .S, reply be in accord with the best
Christian principles, and should demand that Christlan
civil servants behave as Christians are supposed to be-

have, Christian leaders should give the same spiritual

leadership to their own pcm: ix expected that
native spiritual lenders give o ;

As another example, when Indian people are getting
shot at, It's not much use to have a féw more Christians
behind the lines getting shot at too — they need to be
among thetr own people — FBI and police — secing to
:l that these servants of theirs behave well ind proper-
y,

Christlan people need to see that the reservations aren't
where the action is — the action {s in their cities and
their churches, They need 1o work with their own
people, to mobilize support and concern tight there,
and to march on Washington, if need be, rather than
send another missionary or 2 ton of dried milk, Just
because the term “oppressed native peoples™ has been
substituted for the “starving heathens™ doesn't change
the paternalistic liberal thinking behind the milk — or
the mission.

While it might be less romantic and noble to organtze
right within the churches as compared to helping the
poor Indians, that is where the action is for all those
who clafm to be Christian,

The struggle has reached a new phase at this time, how-
ever. The oppressor of native people is no longer neces-

sarily a redneck with a gun or a racist offictal.
People now oppress native people by switches
on their air conditioners — and cause the of

4000 James Bay Cree a thousand mna%
oppress native people with u lifestyle which de
that peoples all over the world sacrifice the basic neces-

sities to support them in luxury.

Christian people will pull their punches with the un-
consclous inkling that the things native people demand
will cause changes in their basic lives. lroquois sovet-
cignty could well mean that New York State can no
longer treat the Adfrondacks Mountains as a rich-man’s
playground. Support of Northern Cheyennes against
the strip mining of their Jands could well mesn brown-
outs of electrical power in Chicago. Recognition of the
basic worth of native religions may mean quite a few
congregations will have to suffer along with un-
employed missionaries returning from the reservations,

Of course, there are also people like US, Vice-
President Nelson Rockefeller, a multi-miltionaire, who
mys that one of the problems in the U.S. is the
Judeo-Christian ethic that “makes Americans so gener-
ous” to the “:l,l”dc{l While R:l’lcs::::d nysml:lc;:
Programs are well-meaning, top
people. But {f we destroy the basic system which has
given us strength, then we've destroyed our society,”
he told & gathering of Republican Party contributors,
Rockefoller repeated that theme also in Dullas,

However, when Christian people will see. that the
changes made in their lives with the success of the
human struggle being waged by native people is i their
own best interesis a.ndhthc best lg:‘hm a{ ;ﬁm
unborn  generations, they can t us

warriors and os the human beings they were made to be
by the Creator in the beginning of time,

Christians can no longer talk about love and churity —
they mitst learn to make that effective in a continent
of exploftation and [nstitutionalized violence. For
Christisns to regain their credibility 2 native

. they need to use their Gospels a2 i
orce which attacks the roots of Injustice. not to

“good™ people — they contribute generously to the
poor box, love their immadiate neighbors, an
spank their kids in the name of nonwviolence. But
today’s technical society, the circle of private life
only n small part of activity, and much greater act
ls devoted to collective violence, collective Injustice,
collective destruction,

Ze1

3

Perhaps the least guilty are the ones who pull the
triggers or lock the juils — they are only functionaries
for collectivities of good Christian peaple who prepare
the atmosphere, condition the minds, furnish the
weapons, point out the victims, and send out the
gunmen to keep the natives in line, It is whole peoples
who commit the big <rimes today and who oppress
other peoples, Thanks to technology, one can oppress
a t distance, and one can pppress by means of s
highly-compiex network of relations between interests
and peoples. Christians who cannot make their
institutions behave with the same morulity as they
demand in their own lives can not expect 10 have
credibility among native people who have been victim-
ized, The only way in which charity can be practiced Is
by liberation,

All the alibis which churches give as to why they
cannot become involved in the struggle of native and
other peoples for liberation are primarily to justify the
churches’ acceptance of the status quo and their refusal
10 challenge it. To give less than complete involvement
lnth:_:ﬂﬁrﬂhtofdlnbonofthedmndsofm
own
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[ We are gratefil to Richard Lundstrom, ¢ Catholic
writer whose wife end chiidren are Lakota, for this
article. In sending it to AKWESASNE NOTES for
publication, he writes: “1'd like to thenk you for all
the effortx you and your friends are making, 1 foel
the results are gradually ~ very gradually — having
their effect upon some of us white Chiristigns. 7 do
not think we are in @ position to heal ourselves. We
miust come to all of you for that, " And we publish
this article as part of that often painful process of
heuling. The Edigors]

The Pontifical Commission of Justice and Peace [of the

* Roman Catholic Church] has recently issued a paper
entitled, “The Church and Human Rights™. It admits
that the Catholic Church has not alwsys properly
promaoted and defended human rights,

While affirming the basic truth of Ity traditional
dogmas and the rectitude of Its current moml stance,
the paper admity that in the matter of justice, the
Church has erred or sinned,

The Vatican has prudently excluded the paper from
any of Its traditional papal categories — It ix nelther
solemn  definithon, nor encyclical, nor bull nor

allocution — for with what degree of its infallible”

suthority shall the Church admit that it has errad?

Rather, the admission has come in humility, without
pum‘& without the thunderous dialectic and theologi-
cal dust raised by such issues as thase concerning the
Trinity, the hypostatic union, transubstantistion, and
the geometric configurations of the souls of the just.

Nonetheless, the paper is timely, and if it guides us
t, It might lead us to the transformation that John
H, Paul V1, and the World Synod of Bishops have
urged — but toward which the Catholic Church in the
United States has advanced uncertainly, obliquely, if
indeed It has advanced af all.

It could hardly be otherwise — a Church convinced of
its own righteousness is in no position to mowe
anywhete excopt in comtricted concentric circles

has endured despite the fact that the United States has
been and is so manifestly unChristian that one scarcely

to begin 1o expand the proposition, and
terrible oppressions of the nonawvhite

conditions the Church. Now
however, following the example of the Pontifical
Commission, we may examine our collective con-
m-z and the deep structuml transforma-
needod 1o attafn them,
The greatest obstacle 10 such salvific awareness of sin is
the typical conviction that the Church has not sinned
hecaune she cannot sin, The purpose of this article is to
supgest that the Church can sin because it has dane o0,
rost mortally indeed,
Let the examination begin with Christopher Columbus
for in a very real sense, his “Discovery™ begins the
Amezican experience for B man. Furthermore,
each October 12 we uneri celebrate the man and
# nice selection of his deeds su , likely as not, by
such seckor a8 truth-before-profit as Exxon, Gulf, and
ITT, We shall not celebrate hissing nor those of his
Church — but we can, pechaps, become aware of them,

Christopher Columbias, Slave Trader

Chyistopher Columbus, Admimal of the Ocean Seas,
after a long voyage, hit an island he called San
Salvador, and went ashore under a banner emblazoned
with the Crogs, He found its inhabitants to be meny,

loving, generous, hospitable, possessors of o spirhm[

religion, uainted with murder or theft, so gently
that 2 hundred would flee before u single S who
was but mn‘ with them., All these things he wrote in
his own B

Yet with no seeming inconsistence, he attacked these
“Indiams™ and their vi , enslaving as many as his
ships could handle on their return vovage.

On his second voyage, a colonfzing experience, he set
:&zcad varters on the fsland he called , W

Santo Domll;g He subjected the inhabitants
of the island in a ~of attacks featuring horse,
cannon, musket, lance, sword, and mankilling dog
against defenscless men, women, and children. The
Indians were soon demoralized both by the attacks
themselves and by thelr inability to comprehend the
unrestrained mpacity of their tormentors,

In order to extract the weaith of the West Indies as
quickly as possible, Columbus next instituted the
encomienda system — a of land 1o one of his own
men with the , unpaid, perpetual labor
of the living on it. From the Indians not thus
enalaved, Columbus exacted a terrible tribute which
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THE SIN OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS

the most strenuous labor of the strongest Indizns could
not satisfy, And one's life stood forfeit for non-

payment of tribute.

The natlve people could not tolerste the consequent
agony. They resisted. Some fled to the mountains
where they starved to death or were hunted down by
the mankilling dogs, Others practiced mass infanticide
and mass abstinence from sexual relations in order that
children should not live in such horror. Many were
subjected to unspeaksblo torment — they were dis-
membered by horses, they were maimod In every
conceivable way, they weare roasted upon griddles, they
were disembowled, impaled, drowned, hanged, the
heads of babes were dashed against rocks. And when an
Indian turned upon a Christion and killed him, there
went forth an edict — for every Spaniard killed, one
hundred Indians shall die.

Thus Hispanola was soon depopulated under Columbus
and his immediate successors, including his son, Diego.
So slove traders fanned out to the other slands of the
Caribbean in search of more sluves and the Indians of
these islands underwent the same annihilation,

On Hispanola slone, more than 250,000 Indians
L In ull the Went Indies — the Bahamas, Cuba,
amalca, Puerto Rico, the Lesser Antilles — more than
» million were exterminated. The actions initisted by
Columbus meant absolute genocide. As nations, the
Indians of the Indies — the Taino, the Arawak, the
Carib — have begn extinet for four hundred znd fifty
years,
Columbus emerges from the biood and fire of the
charnel house he himself created as a profiteer, a slave
owner, a slove trader, and an active practicioner of
genocide. He ralsod the curtain on the most terrible
crime in human history — the onstaught of the white
Chiristians sgainst the Indians of the Americas,

And Columbus was above all else & Catholic, He was
falthiul to his devotions and fervent in them. His chief
motive in his voyages, he mid, wis the spread of the
Catholic Faith through the conversion of the natives.
He was o conscious of this mission that he developed a
cryptographic autograph that emphasized the
etymology of Christopher — be was 8 Christ bearer, He
adopted the brown habit of the Francicans as a sign of
his commitment to poverty and humility. He could
gather fifteen hundred Indian slaves for shipment to
Spain, and when the assigned ships could hold pnly five
hundred, he could turn the surplus thousand over to
his men for an unalleviated orgy of sex and violence, to
:mplcly which some Indians ran themselves to desth,
iterally,

Yet Columbus could retire after his nightly prayers,
invincible righteous and lose np sleep over these
murders, His chiefl worry was about inadequate profits,

Columbus was no hypogrite,
Would that he had been,

His attitudes, like those of the Europeans who follow-
ed him to the New World, were formed in 2 Catholic
culture, and were transmitted to him in the very air he
breathed. He inhaled them from home, school, pulpit,
books; from parents, monks, priests, nuns, and friends.
To understand such sttitudes, one might recall the

marriage of the Catholic Church to the power of the
Roman Empire fashioned by Constantine. And one
might remember especially the long ceaturies of
warfare between the Catholic Furopeans, who were
white, and the followers of Islam, who were not.

Whatever the fsctors, by the time of Columbus, the
Catholic attitude toward pegans was full-blown and
case-hardened, The maritime laws of Oleron express it
thus: Any Christian may attack any Turk or any other
enemy of the Catholic Faith, treating him as if he wede
a dog, without fear of penalty.

In 1430, Pope Martin V sanctioned Portuguese
incursions into Africs by granting them tho exclusive
right to commuerce, the slave trude, and avangelization
there, In 1452, Pope Nicholas V reaffirmed these
rights. In 1488, Pope Innocent VIIT acceptad with joy
o gift from his fellow Christian monarchs — one
hundred Moorish slaves.

In 1489, this same Pope promulgated a bull giving
Portugal permission to enslave Samcens and other
pagans and to seize their land. In 1493, Alexander V1
in the Bulls /nrer Ceters [ and [T divided the non-
Catholic world between Spain and Portugal, Spain to
get the “New World™ and Portugal to get Africe and
the East, even though he knew these lands were
inhabited. For he did “give, grant, and assign forever to
you and your heirs successors, kings of Castile and
Leon, all singular the aforesald countries and islands
... together with all thefr dominions, cities, camps,
places and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions and
appurtenances of the same.”

“The barbarous mations.” the Pope states as his
cherished wish, “were to be overthrown and brought to
the faith itsclf.™ The basic attitude of the Europeans as
described by and prescribed by the Popes is quite clear:
A Catholic recognizes no rights in non-Catholics. And
those who were not Catholic were, with few ex-
ceptions, not white either. These pagan, colored
peoples could be attacked, dispossessed, enslaved,
forcibly convertod, killed.

Indeed, Christlan nations were under an oftsepested
papal commismion to do so.

The Catholic attitude, the attitude shared by
Columbus, had these notes; it was arrogant [ its
profession of absolute power over men of other
religions and mces; it was racist in its condemmnution of
non-whites; it was violent In the om;:u ‘ecomveraion -
and cultural suppression of thess peog ;umme%
in ity coveting of the goods of it oppréssed.
these qualities existed in extreme degroes.

One final note — the Christians and their Church were
unconscious of any error or sin,

Obviously, Columbus was no moral sberration, He was
very much a man of his times. It was an article of his
Catholic Faith that these non-white pagans had no
ights before a Catholic — hence he respected none.

¢ freastment he meted out to the Indians was
sanctioned by Pope and King. In conquering, enslaving,
looting and exterminating them, he was about the
work of God, he assumed. If there was any [ault
anywhere, he assumod further, it lay with the Indians,

Columbus is & monstrosity. Supported by his Church,
he committed crimes in a spirit of idealistic righteous-
ness, In the name of God, he worked genocide against
the people of God,

Throughout the Christian attack on the Indians, the
clergy operated with the same attitude as Columbus
and their other lay counterparts, They effected littie
true religious conversion and much psychological des-
truction. (Tt might be relevant here to mention that the
Indian tribes, almost universally, would have nothing
to do with any Christian religion until they had been
physically ovetpowered — hence the priests and later
the ministers quickly leamed to attach themselves to
the big battalions of the Europeans.

e e T T e e M 8 4 e

The Missions of Conquest

Priests saw to it that the temples and aftars of the
Indiuns were mzed, that their sacred things were
smaoshed, that their historical records were destroved.
They branded aa diabolical the Indians” religious beliefs
and practices and gods. They forther humilisted the
Indians by enslaving them and forcing them to build
thousands of churches snd monasteries — often on the
sites of their own holy places,

The Church and its religious ordery grew weslthy from
the loot and the slaves. The clergy exactod their daily
bresd from the sweat of Indian brows. They were in
sightly sublimated manner, one hopes, arrogant , racist,
greedy and violent. And they too were totally un-
conscious of i,

Even the best of priests, men like Toribio de Motolinia

and Bartolomeo de las Casas, ried the conguest
and did their best to further its (Las Casas would



later change his mind, but he is a lonesome J
They sometimes protested the excesses of
staughter, but even here their chief consideration was
gro t or empire, as when Motolinia wams the
uropeans that their depredations in New Spain would
soon leave them with no one to serve them.

And the ministers of the Church were always present as
the conquest spread, sometimes even commanding the
military forces themselves. Catholic s managed
the bullding of a long line of mission-forts from South
Carolina to Florida, thence slong the Gulf Coast to
Texas. from Texss through New Mexico and Arizona
to California and the Pacific Coast, [and along the St
Lawrence River in the North.]

Indians lured into these missions were enslaved. The
were not free to lesve, They were subjected to a ha
and unrelenting rogimen enforced by the priests
through severe physical punishment, including death.
They were impressed for military service against fellow
Indians. Their labor was explolted to support garrisons
strategicaily located to hold off the English, French,
Russinns, Amedicany, und unconquered native nations,
Their religions, their social relationships, their cultures
were suppressed.,

These misions were, furthermore, denth traps, in
which, as at Sumta Barbars, tribes had a halfdife of
thirteen years. Missionaties could demand and get
u;l“lc as proof of “their” Indisns” successes (n
Christisn warn against other Indians, They could
administer severe beatings to Indians they thought
disobedient, unobservunt, laggard. They could order
the death sentence for what they considered more
sorious offenses (refusal to submit was the most
common *crime™) and could even order the heads of
executed Indians to be displayed wround mission
territory impaled on pikes @s a waming to other
Indians. (American semiferoes like Eusebio Kino and
Junipero Serma must face many such charges.)

Nuturally, the Indinns resisted. In the Carolinas, in
Florida, in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, In
California and all points to the south, they killed
priests, more thiun three hundred being Franciscans and
Jesults, They killed one hundred and eleven priests in
what is now the United States.

The motive for the resistance of native o8 10 the
priesty wis expluined by Popé, the leader of the 1630
Puehblo revolt in New Mexico, in which the native
people put twenty-one priests to death. In addition,
they broke up and burned the churches, the es of
Christ, the Virgin Mary, and other saints, the bells, the
crosses and everything pertaining to Christianity. Men
and women palred in marringe by the priests separated,
and took partners thoy desired, They plunged into the
tivers, washing themuelves and thelr clothing In order
to remove every vestige of the sacraments.

These things they did, said Popd, because they wished
to be free of the Inbor they performed for the seligious
and the Spaniards and because they wished to live in
their own way.

The gencral native attitude toward the Church may
have been best summarized by the Inca Atahualps
who, when informed by Fray Vicente de Valverde that
he must submit to the Europeans because the Pope had
ven his land and its people to them, » “Your
pe must be nuty” Such candor resulted in his early
exccution — for heresy,

The Unknowingly immoral

It would be a mistake and a distraction 1o suggest that
these priests were knowingly immoral. With very few
exceptions, they were men of integrity and sanctity.
Their labors and self«acrifice were often heroic. Their
devotion to Christ was uttedy beyond dispute. 1t is
precisely here that a large part of the problem lies: men
of great personal probity act as the executors of a
corrupt and oppressive institutional structure. It is &
tribute to the strength of ideology that it can bring
even the best of men to stich & tragic state. And the
religious ideology is the strongest ideology of all.

What Columbus and the Sponiards did, other European
Christians likewise did The Portuguese, the French,
the English, the Dutch, the Swedes, the Russians, the
United States — all possessed the same attitudes
deriving from the ssme ideological base. All were
arrogant, racist, greedy and violent and few were aware
of any sin, Only practical exigencies such as the
maximization of profits pecessitated regional adjust-
mants in the trestment of the native nations,

Indian populations in the north were not as dense ax
those in the West Indles, New Spain, and Peru. Still the
white Christians did the best they could with the
Indians available to them. The Puritan Fathers and
Mothers, for example, exterminated the Pequols with
ruthless efficiency, thereby setting up a model the
United States has repeatedly emulated and with which
it is stiil enamored,

Destructive activitles directed against native culture by
the Spanish priests have been more than matched by
the eg:lm of the United States churches, including the
Catholic Church, to complement military subjugation
with the annihilation of Indisn societies and the
individual Indian pesonality,

These assults, which have by no means ceased, reached
mw intensity in the United States, in the

Century, against the native people of the
northern plains. It may be, to quote former BIA

Commissioner Joha Collier, “that the world has never
witniessed 1 religious persecution o Implacable and so
variously implemented ™

Samue! Elliot Morison, even though his writings suggest
that he may be an approximate academic analogue to
uctivists like the Paxton Boys and General Custer,
quotes Bartolomeo de las Casas in calling Columbus®
activities on | ls frmtional, abominable, and
intolerable, He might have said the same thing about
activities of the Catholic Church. He chose Instead to
praise the Church. Among historians, as smong ordin-
ary mortals, the Church s justified, or excused at least,
because her motive was the conversion of the Indians
to the Catholic Faith.

However, this motive has caused as much destruction
among the native peoples as the adventurer's lust for
gold, probably more. Still it is the usual practice of
white Christian historians to ignore genocide by con-
centrating upon the motives of those who are respon-
sible for it. In this regard, muny native persons aro
becoming less and less infatuated with white historians,

For the native Americans are still an oppressed people,
living consta under the awful threst of imminent
destruction. Tribes still vanish with alarming regularity,
leaving none to mourn their vanished beauty and their
thousands of yeurs of creative cooperation with the
God of usall,

They are still vietims of the ssme greed, violence,
arrogance, and racism that came to their world with
Columbus,

Their destruction I not now achieved by gun fire,
although the current infestation of the Pinz Ridge and
Roscbud Sioux resetvation by fedenal forces gives
cloquent witness to the United States’ readiness to do
0. Ruther the Indians die because those who dominate
the mation still lust after Indian Jand and resources, and
will not alfow the Indlans any power commensurate to
the need to protect themselves,

Yet it is with God's people as it was with Christ
himself.

One is either with them, or against them.

Indians themseives are trying to make Christians
undlmmilhnyom to the Church through their
indifference to it. make sterner statements,

In 1971, the Hopl informed .Christians that their
Church Is the est threat to their future — ranking

In 1973, in both anger and agony
spoke thus to Christians: “To have given an adequate
answer at Wounded Knee, the Federal Govermment
would have had to admit that itis and always has been
made up of pathological liars. But by definition, white
and lghrhum, the clvilized peoples of the world, do
not lie,

The Seeds Of Our Redemption

up the bankruptcy of the white's values as
suicidal. Of course, practically every Indian Is con.
vinced that the white man is corrupt to the core, but
many Indlans reject attempts to demonstrate as much
because ~ and they point to Vietnam and the
massacres of the 1800s — they believe that the white
man will kill his opposition mther than win it over by
example or reason with it

For the Indian, he says, the dilemma is bow to cail
um‘n more universal sense of justice than the white
Christinn world can sustain or fulfill,

In 1975, at thelr July meeting in New Mexico,
members of the American Indian Movement agreed
that the institutional church is the greatest enemy of
the native Americans,

Such statements contain either the seods of our
redemption, or the obituary of the relevance of the
Christian Church. They should elicit response other
than indignation il the Church is to carry out the
mission of its God,

But for a litle moment, (ollowing the example of the
Pontifical Commission on Justice and Pesce, and a5 a

They die because the most solemn law of the land in
their regard is violated time and time again by the
Government of the United States.

They die because their very existence gives the lic to
the Bicentennial bombast,

They die because our system of capitalism, like a
vampire, can live only on the lifeblood of victims,

They die hecause the Church has failed them.

On the reservations, the Church furthers opge-wn. It
preaches @ truncated Christian morality that fosters
submission. It preaches a false ¢ that frustrates the
revolution that must occur if mndhn nations are 1o
srvive. In its dealings with non-Indians, the Church
curries the favor of those who have favors to curry
only because Indians are poor,

first' stop toward the repentance and the trnsforma-
tion that must take place, let Catholics admit it simply:
the Holy Mother the Church, and her children, have,
most grievously, sinned.

| This article will be avaflable as a “Best of Akwesasne
Notes™ reprint in Febiruary, for a price now estimeted
to be 50 cents, with quantity discounts available for
distribution to discuxsion groups, for sale on church
literature tables, etc. Included In the pamphlet will be
two ather articles by Richard Lundstrom, including “A
Hard Look at American Catholic Folklore," which had
been reprinted carlier but which {s now out-of-print,
Contact: AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk Nation, via
Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683.]
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES MEET AT TSESHAHT B.C.

Port Alberni, Britigh Columbia

An important historic meeting of native peoples took
place noarby here on the TseShaht Reserve on Van-
couver Island October 27-31. The First Inmternational
Conference of Indigenous Peoples brought natives from
North and South America, Europe, and the Pacific, and
from the conference was born the first world-wide or-
ganization of native peoples — The World Councll of
Indigenous Peoples,

The conference began 23 an ides of George Manuel of
the Shuswap Nation, who is president of the National
Indian Brotherhood of Cansda, He had visited native
peoples in many parts of the world, including Scandin-
avia, New Zealand, and Australia, and had recognized
the common problems and shared ways of native
peoples evarywhere, Manuel and the NIB staff hao
worked persistently 10 organize the conference and to
ralso the needed funds. Tha Albernl Residential School
was used 85 meeting site.

Manuel was elected president of the organization for
the first two years, and its temporary headquarters will
be in Ottawa.

Representatives of many native organizations wera at
the Congress, ranging from Canada’s National Indian
Brotherhood, the National Congress of American
Indians [USA], Greenlanders Association, Nordic
Same Councll, Maori Council of New Zesland, Mink's
cf Bolivia, Unidad Indigenn of Colombia, Centro
Ixdigens of Guaternala, Faderstion Ecuatotiana de
Indios of Ecuador, Asoclacion Indigena de la Republic
of Argentina, Confederacion Nacional Agraria of Peru.

The new World Council |s expected to provide
meaningful exchange of Information to strengthen
voluntary associations, and to reduce the possibility of
physical and cultural genocide, to combat racism, 1o
ensure political and socisl justice, and to establish and
strengthen the concept of indigenous and cultural
rights among the family of nations of the warld,

No delegaies cume from nations colonized by Brazil or
Chile, both of which have been physically wiping out
native people. The two countries would not allow any
native peopls to travel out. Only one delegate was abile
to get out of Colombls., No delegates camw from
mainland Asie — from either “socialist” or fascist
countries — for much the same reasons. Delegates from
Africa had been sliminated by definitions of eligibifity.
Tight security wes kept at the conference and establish-
ment press was restricted due to the fear of some
Central and South American delegates of rotaliation
from the colonial governments if their identities or
sctivities were made known,

~y <Y
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shared in the svening gatherings. There were no dogang
or rhetoric about brotherhood — instead there wera
spontaneous embraces. Some wept, overwhelmed by
the power of celebration In each othar's songs and
beauty all night, svery night.

The Groeenland Inult did thelr dance, and all of us sang
thelr hauntingly-beautiful songs. When someone an-
nounced the Maocis were going to do thelr thing, every-

one burst into cheering because the irrepressible Maoris
were bursting with such contagious warmth and joy
and fun. When someone asked “the fone Hawaiian™ to
3ing o song, a Maori thundered, “He's not alone — we
are all Polynesians!”’

A Quechua from Peru taught a Sami from Scandinavia
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Evoryone seemed especially grateful to the generosity
and sharing of the TseShaht people who served excel-
lent food, and to George [Jorge?] Manuel, for his tire-
less organizing of the conference,

To carry on the work of the new World Council, a
five-person executive council was elected: George
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Three deiegates to Indigenous Peoples Conference study Guatemals issue of AKWESASNE NOTES

to play his flute. Tseshaht and Hasquist people in thair
Northwest Coast dence costumes danced with Mayans
from Guatemala and Aymaras from Bolivia, and an
Aymars joined the singers at the Lakota drum,

At first it seemed that some of the native people from
the Americas — especially South Americs — did not
accept the fairskinned Sami, native people of northern
Scandinavie. The idea of “native people” from Europe
was completely new to them. But sfter the Sami had
shared thelr songs, crafts, their sense of beauty and
wonder and thelr gentieness, even thoss who had at
first excluded them were embracing them, Although
there was o totsl language barrler, snd despite false
notions of colour and race given by the colonists, even-
tuahly the songs and spirit of both native groups were
shared as one spirit.

The few surviving native nations of Europe have with-
stood the assault longer than any other native peoples
have been required to do. A Sami said their secret wos
that “our history is not something in the past, some-
thing cut off when the present begins, Our history s
part of our life. It is always here. Those who have gone
before us are not gone — they ara slways hare with us!’

Manuel, president, reprasenting North Americs; Julio
Dixon, Guyami Nation from Panama, represanting Cen.
tral America; Clementa Alcon, Aymars from Bolivia,
representing South America; Neal Wateno, a Maori
from New Zealund, representing the Pacific; Alslak Nils
Sara of the Federated Same Council represanting
Europe, including Greenland. It was decided to hold
the conference every two years, and efforts will be
made to involve more native people from the Pacific
and other continents,

Before the delegates hod even officially decided to
form the organization, Oren  Lyons, the highly-
rspocted Six: Nations royaner, said: "This is & very
powerful orgsnization, one of the most powsrful on
garth, and it hasn 't even been formed yer."

And it was true, Whatever the content of the meetings,
workshops, declarations, resolutions, by-lows, the
Power of the World Council of Indiganous Pecples will
guide It — the same Power that has kept nstive people
surviving so long,

A Colla from Argenting had sung and it was transisted:

"Hare | am with all my brothers, and rothing is missing
for me.""

- The Disease That Afflicts Creation

{To understand the significance of the
First Intarnational Conference of
Indigenous Peoples, an examination of
human history iz necessary. This analy
uis iz by Gayle Nigh Pine, who covered
the event for A SASNE NOTES.

We are grateful to her for her thoughtful
writings. The Editors.!

Until & brief time ago in the existence of
human beings, all peoples of the Earth
knew and held the instructions of their
own nations. Each nation had its own
ceremonies, language, music, dress, and
0 On,

As much as the instructions of different
nations differ, they are in truth one in
struction, being of one Creetion, and
certain parts of the instroction are
shared by all human beings and all life.
Basic 10 it is the principle that may be
named “respect™ or “equality” or “'free-
dom”. No individual may control an-
other, no nation may force its ways on
another, no kind of life may rule an.
other. All beings of the Craation are of
equal importance and absolute value,
Beings are guided in their true ways by
the innor knowledge of their instruc-
tions, rather than by outside controls,

It s one instruction guiding all relation.
ships in the Crestion, and sll refation-
ships of human beings who are one with
Craation: the relationships of family
members and the political and social
and economic structures within pative
nations are based on this sovereignty of
the individual, This is why no native
people taditionally practiced voting,
the tyranny of the majority — all de-
cisions had 10 bo made by consensus
and mutual understanding.

From the soversignty of the individual
is glven the sovereignty of the nation,
All individusis are guided by one ine
stroction at the centar and so live as
part of one another. No nation whoss
sovereignty is thus given by the Creator
needs 1o use fores on its peopla,

i a nation does not respect the freedom
end equal importance of all individuals
within and out of it, it will not be living
in harmony with the Creation, and so
will fose Its true soversignty given by
the Creator. Its people will not be one,
It will have to use force.

It is shown to us that human beings
have a very fragile hold on these instruc-
tions, Sometimes individuals could for-
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get part of it and hurt others with spirit
power or physical force. Sometimes a
nation might forget part of it — especial-
Iy if its life were suddenly disrupted —
end fight one another. But whenever a
nation began to fall too far away, a
shored messenger came to it and was
listened 1o — or it destroyed itself,

This is what Europoeans call “prehistorie
time”, It is for us the time that all
people were g5 they are to ba, when all
life was one.

Then somewhers something happenad,
A cancer began somewhere. Some
people forgot their Instructions so far
that they lost their roots in Craation,
Slowly, they begen to destroy other
natural nations. The people of these
nations, lost and without their anciant
wiys to guide them, became a part of
this spreading disease. And 5o it gather-
od force,

“Prehistoric times* had begun to end,
"History" had begun.

Life was no longer a circle in those
places where life had begun — it became
4 line. The eternal circles were broken.,
Lines began — and lines have an and,

You may recall school history classes.
Whan did history begin an each contl
nent? European history began maybe
somewhete in the Middle Eusst, spread-
ing over Europe as the “uncivilised
pagan barbarians’’ were pushed back far-
ther and farther, and the peopla‘s free-
dom and right to the lend was taken
away by rulers who fought one anathar
for more and more wealth and paolitical
control, Africa, Asia, the Americas and
evirywhere elie pop into history when
they are “discovered” by this sickness,

States were developing. They began to
call themselves "nations™, but not heing
real rations, thay needed repressive gov-
ermnments, artificial laws, police, courts,
prisons, military forces, and %0 forth to
keep from falling apert. They did not
know they would eventually fall apart
anyway.

Today, every area of the Earth is slashed
up by boundaries and claimed by these
socalled “nations™, Those states claim-
Ing lands where mast people still five in
& simple humble way — oven if thay
don't have thelr original cultures — such
a3 many parts of South and Cantral
Amacica and Africa — are called "back-



ward'® or “underdeweloped” “Third
Warld" countries,

This process hus continued to spraad
and dostroy the Creation and the native
nations that are part of it until today,
very few peoples survive who live ac-
cording to the ways they were glven by
the Creator. Those native nations who
are the last to be “civilizod™ are being
threatened by o single foroe, a single dis-
sase of the spirit.

The disease attacks them by sttacking
what land they have left, or the Crea-
tion upon which they depend — or it
sttacks them directly, It takes the farm
of dams, of logging, of stripmining, of
pipelines, of superhighways, or of plan-
tations, or of saries of small encroach-
mants on their lands. It takes the form
of destruction of the animals who share
life with them, poisoning of the waters,
poisoning of the air, clearing of the
forests and jungles. It tokes the form of
forced “education in schools, the pur-
pase of which Is to train all people to
accept authority and fit into the civili-
sed world; of destruction of native
languages, of native religions by o re-
ligion unrelated to the natural world
and which — unlike natural refigions, all
of which harmonize with one another —

miust fight with and try to destroy all
other religions, It takes the form of
forced urbanization, of discrimination,
and the continual messoge that natural,
“primitive” people are stupid and In-
fecior; of brutal exploitation of their
lgbour, of poverty and hungsr, of gov-
emmment departments to “manage the
affalrs™ of native people; of persecution
and government reprassion and censor-
ship; even of physical extarmination of
native peoples.

As varied a5 the forms are that it may
take, the destruction of native peoples
everywhere i1 3 single process, s single
disease that affiicts the Creation, The
Croation is one — the natural humean
beings are one with i, o the same dis-
ease that kills off the animals and des-
troys the waters, air, and land, destroys
the native people at the same time,

In general, it has been the policy of the
artiticial “nations”™ 10 treat the native
peoples of the land that they claim as
belonging to them, 2 “domestic con:
cern®, an “ethnic minority”’. Many such
“nations” try to help the native people
become “first-class citizens”, part of the
"mazinstraam of national life", or some-
thing. They will not allow people to be
citizens of the nations the creator gave

them. No one is allowed the freedom of
such a choice, If possible, they will not
avon allow these nations to  survive,
They wse words like “equality” as a
guise —~ ""Why should a few citizens be
kept apart by special hunting rights just
bocause of thejr ethnic origin?® they
ask, They say that “oivilising the
natives™ is for “their own good.”

These “nations” have forgotten the
basic instruction we are given 1o guide
us In the path of pesce and of frondom,
and that all beings are of equal value,
No being can stomp all over anothor —
whether the stompee is of the same or
of a different species. {But, thay cry,
people have always oppressad other
people throughout history!)

The excuse for controlled destruction of
the land and its peoples has been that
the need of the “civilized majority”
(rexd a few multinational corporations)
for “progress’ and comfort is greater
than the need of a simple natursl people
for surviwal — the 6000 Crees wa.
6,000,000 Quebacken' mentality,

But any country that does not respect
the right to freedom and survival of alf
peoples and all beings Is not capable of

sllowing its own people to Hive in free-
dom,

The instructions cannpt be destroyed —
they are renewed with each rising sun,
Human beings know inside themselves
that they are meant to be free and to
live in peace.

In North America, native peopls have
been seeing that their oppression is the
same, regardless of nation. And on other
continents, native peoples had been see-
ing that their oppression was the same,
Then some nutive poople began to Jook
beyond,

Thus it was that on the TsaShaht reserve
ocourrad one of the most important
avants in “history” — the reemergency
and re-uniting of Indigenous peoples
from all over tha world. Those afe the
peoples who are the last link of human
beings 10 their original instructions,
coming together to discuss how to keep
from being destroyed,

[When AKWESASNE NOTES/White Roots
of Peoce people were travelling in Mexico
en roule to Cuetemuls Test winter, thay
met Dr. Rogello Persz y Perer, & mative
physician ot Papantin. He very grociously
smanged  moetings  with Totonscans, the
Three Meorts people. Dr, Persz s u strong
for his people ond o

Brandl ity of The Canlc'sma of
Maxico's Sacred Pole Flyers.]
e T ——

Today, among the Totenac Indigns in
tha jungle of Veracruz, the dans del
volador, the dance of the flying man, is
ntill performed, only slightly altered
from its orlginal form centuries back,

But sccording to oldtimers who haw
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young unmaried flyers
jungle to locate a beautiful tree grow-
ing from a spot they once saw in

|

Jusn Pedro Bautista was one such
purified youth, now a mikisaged
man, who flew as a wofador for over
three decades. Mis eyes are briltiant, &
smile sternal on his smooth face. His
monnecisms are refined, gentle, and
his walk is like o fight, melodious
and . The power of his
person radiates through his cloth shirt
and pentaloons and enters the cavities
previously unfilled in  your body. .I
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THE FLYING MEN

the information | hold within  and
spread without. | do not go to
“ehurch™, | am Inside of me what they
preach to be found in cold stone whore
maen disguised in robes pretend to have
sltars,

‘“Why did | fiy? Why did | climb the
ladder of vine from earth 1o meet the
heovens? | did It because each time |
went up and flew back down, | spun
with the Voice of all my ancestors
and of spirits available on another
plane only to thosw willing to rise

. dbove tierra to hear their singing

mouths. That is why | Hew, and con-
tinued to do it ~ because each time |

Is for drunkards and cameragente No
spirit floats there anymore.”

Once the sacred pole was prayed
under before it was cut, and danced
sround before it was remowved from
Its growing place. And thon, in a
central plaza common 1o scatterad
, & hole was dug and filled

firmly about the pole, spiraling wp-
waed to a thimble sot on its top like
2 wooden gyroscope balanced with Jos

wh

of the cardinal points and #n “extra’
for the “above”. The men are birds,
pajaros sagracfos, guardians of the four
cormers of earth and hesven, Their
hoads were adorned with pointed caps
glued with mirrors and colored rib-
bomt which hang to their backs. They

wear rod scarves and shirts and trou-
wry with designs and an spron owver
the pants; the pants tied at the leg
50 ds not to interfer2 with their
movements while climbing the pole
while in flight.”

At the pole top, the thimble frame is
wound with thick ropes and painted
soft reds and blues,

“Nobody can move away from us what
we are |nside us, and that is why, when
one becomaes pure through a ritual trans.
mittad in the sacred presence of a sor-
cerer, and lator, through the gods them.
solves, then he is immovable in his way.
Those who newer listen to sarth and its
slements while thay are here régress 1o
live again; and again and again until they
take time 1o know the Source contained
herain and follow it.
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“So the steps we take in life, And so the
footmarks of lives that lead s beyond,
Your smiles take me to wherg you are;
mine shall carry you to whete | am. We
are not apart. Amigos, you iy in your
tribe. with mine. Truly, the points of
the world shall close in one day, And
like the pole’s hole upon which we fly,
thero shall only be one center,

native routes after they have found the
one true rosd, they shall be wunited
soaner than all the rest. On one placs, in

wide kpown performance of the
FLYING MEN. You
full original perfarmance in
Papantle City anytime paying o
830 fee. During the Corpus Christ!
City Fair you can witness this st/

¥

look for some partimes in your Hotel
to pay the fee together in order to
avoid losing this enigue chance of
fitmming the show.™

- from » voursm trect distributeda

by the Municipality of Papantly,
Varscruz, Mexico

[Thanks to The Tribal Messonger for this
wriche )
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{We aro grateful to Vine Deloris, Jr., a Lakota attorney
and authaor who has been constantly engeged in the
defense of native rights for the last decady and more,
for this analysis and opinion, We agree with what he
®id In an accompanying letter to AKWESASNE
NOTES: "It is time someane saidl somuthing like this.”
The Editors.]

For nearly hall-a-decads, we have watched a succession
of spoakers tell us that next year will be the “Year of
the Indian.™ The hopefulness that once sparked a
renewdl of culture ond the desife of many young
Indians to force the Government to live up 1o lts
promises now seemns tarnished, Alcatraz was tix years
Mo in November, Wounded Knee is now naatly
two-and-a-hall years ago, and the occupation of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs has been over three years. We
have all grown older — but damn few of us have grown
any wisar,

In 1971, a1 the Nationa! Congress of Amarican Indians
INCAI] ovonvention in Reno, a resolution was
proposed which would have crested o new coalition of
the four major organizations in Indian Affairs — the
NCAIL, the Nationa! Tribal Chairmen's Association
INTCA], the National Indian Youth Council [NIYC)
and the Amorican Indian Movement [AIM]. This
coafition was to share strategy, discuss problems of
mutual concetn, and discover ways 1o get the Faderal
Governmant 1o provide adequate services 1o all Indians,

Al that convention, Robert Robertsan, then leaving his
post [in Spiro Agnew's vicepresidential office] s
director of the National Councl! of Indian O pportunity
INCIO]), very cleverly introduted the idea that the
“orban™ and “non-federally recognized” Indians wers
trying to “thke aver” Indian atfairs. Indlan politicians
seized on that idea as an excuse to further their own
ambitions, and Indian affairs has been the scene of
Incrodibly bloodletting ever since.

The rejection or urban Indians and non-fedoeral Indians
is only concaivable if one is wllling to overlook the
oppression  suffered by Indians in the course of
American history, and if ong |s further capebie of
mﬁmﬂluﬁu&hmmm&ﬂhvfmuh
r.
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Wheve Were The Roservation Leadears®

In othar words, If Indians act exactly fike whites, with
their anly goal being that of pressrving some fancied
status for their special interast groun and beating out
everyone else, then they will have no concern for
others not in their group,

But how did urban Indisns got into the cities? Well, the
Gowernment had a relocation program that took
hundreds and hundrods of families away from thair
reservations into the cities where they were dropped to
ferd for themsslves. In spite of the many accusations
made by presant reservation leaders agalnst “urban
Indians”, have the “uban Indlama™ ever acted tough
and called the raservation ledders to account? Have
they asked the NCAT and others where they were whan
families were being shipped off 10 the cities? Have they
ever demanded of the reservation leadership why they
did nothing to stop such a program?

The wame holds true with the present “non-federally
recognized™ peoples. Can snyone seripusty beliove that
all Indians who once lived on the Atlantic sosst were
wither kitled or moved west? Some of the Indian
communities in the East lived in small out-of-the-way
pluces, and the tide of white settiement simply maoved
right past many of them, leaving them as isolsted

ps without any contact with either other Indians,
ot with white society as 2 whole. It has only been in
recent years that some of these communities have
come out from their self-imposed isolation to try and
establish some kind of relationships with other Indians.
In this effort, they have tragically suffered rejection by
western Indians who have litthe or no knowledge of the
opprestions of other groups of Indiang in American
history.

Under-the present criterin used by the NCAI to deny
rights 1o easstern Indiang, i, that they have not
preserved their language, culture, etc., there would be a
wrious reduction in the number of real Indians in the
West If such criteria were applied squally to the
western Indians,

Just imagine taking those same criteria and applying
them on an individual basis to the present crop of
Indian leaders. How many reslly fluently speak their
own tribal language, practics their traditional religion,
and preserve specific tribal customs? It would be far
diffarent if such criteria were applied on an individual
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basis to the Indians in the BIA, NCAI, or any of the
present orgamizations in Indian affairs. It would he far
vasior to apply the criteria and make up the short list
of those present Indian leaders who do meet the
criteria,

The prasent stance of many tribes is that no other
groups of Indiam should be recognized for federal
rights. This attitude raises a serious question which all
Indians showld consider — what is the cut-off date for
dotermining which tribes are 1o have fedaoral recogni-
tion and which are not? Suppose we used 1900 as the
cut-off date. Then we would be missing the Florida
Seminoles and Miecosikes, the Papagos, the Mississippi
Choctows, the majority of Californis and Nevads tribes
and communities, the Kalispels, Mille Lacs, Bay Mills,
Keweenaw Bay, Stockbridge-Munsee, Flandresy Sioux,
the Wiscorsin Winnebagos and many other tribes
whose ressrvations have been established in  this
century,

30 what date should be sccopteble to um to determine
when no mote tribes should have fedesal rights? The
fact is that whenever an |ntdian community has tried to
get its rights and status determined, other Indians have
come scraaming nto the picture demanding that thay
not receive recognition on the theory that new
recognitions would reduce the amount of money
available 1o the tribns already recelving federal funds,

The past haif-céntury hus demonstrated that as more
Indians are givan federal services, the need of addition-
sl services has becomo apparent to the people in
Congress v more and better programs have been
suthorizod. Whenewer the termination mood hits
Congress and thera is an effort 10 reduce fedoral
services to Indians, It is never the programs that are
terminatad — rather communities of Indians are ter-
minated and the bureascrats keep their jobs and
retitement,

So thare should never be a guestion of opening fedecal
sarvices to new groups of Indians. History has shown
that as néw groups are added, more floxibility is given
10 the vanety and amount of federal services that are
svallable to all Indiana, But when there is a determined
atfort to restrict federal recognition or services, then
traditionally-all Indian groups have suffersd cutbacks
in their rights and services.

R e e o e  —— s S ST P
The Outlook Is Not Bright

So we come to the propaosition of what the {uture of
Indians will be and the outlook is not bright. The large
cities are now in the final death throes of the old era of
oxpending social sarvices while raising a declining
annual revenue from taxes. The impending bankruptey
of New York City (if and when it comes) will trigger a
mtrenchment In federal spending in areas that are
considered non-sssential — and if anyone thinks that
the New York banks will be denied their money while
the Government provides funds for westorn reserva:
tions to squander, they are kidding themselves,

The same goes for the energy crisis, and if we think
that the Government won't find o justification for
taking over oll, gas, timber and coal deposits under the
guise of protecting or developing Indian resources, they
don’t know much about the last two-hundred years.

At presant, we remain in 8 twilight zone because there
is no impending crisis which would require the confis-
cation of the western resetvations or the cutback in
Indian programs. But this present era cannot last much
langer, no matter how pleasant are the words of the
White House to the western Indlan political leaders,
One cannot balance out loss than a million Indians
against eight-million New Yorkers and errive ot
witisfactory conclusion for Indians,

In order to survive & cutback in both seyrvices and
concern like the one looking in the immediate future,
Indiang will have to have 8 clearly-defined position of
who they are, what they are, what rights they have,
and how both tribal governments and individual
Indians fit into tha larger Amarican picture.

Preventing Wholesale Contiscation

AT the present time, there is little indication that our
loadership sees this corisis on its horizon, Somehow
peaple belicve that the present status quo will continue
slmost indefinitely because the white man fesls guilty
over what happened to Indiens § cantury ago, That
sympathy will vanish overnight when the packetbooks
of middleclass America are affected. It has vanished
before, everytime a crisis of sny significance has hit
white society, There has rarely boen any foroe that
could prevent serious damage 1o [ndians everywhere.

It would seem, therefore, that during these ymars of
relative calm, the task for Indians is something greater
than Highting sastern Indians over a piddling handful of
educational funds. While the rest of American society
makes rodical changes in its values and style of Hife, the
major items of Importance for Indians would certainly
have to be the stabilization of 2 number of things that
have nover been satisfactorily resolved during American
history,

The first of these things is 1o achieve 8 precise
definition of the status and poiitical identity of Indian
communities whether easst, west, or urban, Unless
white society cen dquickly and easily understand the
politicai status und identity of ‘communitios,
there will be no way 10 prevent the wholesale
contlscation of Indian lands and resources.

White  politicians would not dream of taking the
resources of & community of whites simply because
anather community of whites wonted thoss resouroes.
Yet that confiscution happens everytime & corporation,
fedaral ageocy, of private organization wants some-
thing that Indians have. At Jeast partially, this conflsce-
tion occurs because there is no clear definition of the
legal relationships between the United Stotes and the
respective Indian tribes, We are trying to clacify that
problem in both the Wounded Knee trials and in the
trials which wiil be held coming out of the Gresham,
Wisconain, occupation, We have deawn 8 clear line of
argument that is based upon the clearest and most
traditional doctrines in Indian law: one cannot imply a
treaty abrogation, a change of status, or intent of Con-
gress with respect to Indians unless it is clearly, ex-
plicitly, and specifically spallad out,
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“Who Speaks For The Sioux?"

Again the tragedy of the recent Wounded Knee trials is
that the Sioux tribal councils could not see that it was
not simply the guilt or innocence of a few asctivists that
wos ot stake, but the future political existence of the
whole Sloux Nation. Whather one agreed with the
occupants of Wounded Knee or not, the minute that
the 1868 or 18567 treaties became a subject of court
decision, it was then the duty of every Sioux Indian to
work for the best possible interpretation of those
treaties, whether he or she personally agreed with Dick
Wilson or with Russell Means on the other issues
Involved at Wounded Knee,

The decision as to the pressnt status of the 1868
Traaty has not been finally decided, yet in writing his
opinion in the Consoliduted Wounded Knee cases, LS.,
District Court Judge Warren Urbom remarked: "Who
spoaks for the Sioux? Those traditiohal people who
testifiod here? The Sioux of & differant mind who did
not testify? The officials slected by the Sioux on the
eight reservations™”

In other words, to the white man — but particularly to
the federal judges, the failure of the Sioux tribal
councils or the United Sloux Tribes to sppesr and
testify that thay believed the treaty was a valid and
currently enforceable legal doctrine which required
cartain standards of performance by the United States,
was Interpeoted as i the tribal governments were
wgainst the enforcement of the treaty!



Rather than discrediting the activists by rafusing to
appesr in Judge Urbom's courtoom at Lincoln, the
Sioux tribal counclls discredited themselves in the oyes
of the federal officials, The same will hold true when
the Menominee trials begin, becauw to the white man,
all Indisns are the same and no matter haw much some
of the Indian pollticisns want to be friends with the
white man and his buresucracy, they are still percaived
. ..' Mi“".
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Living At The Whim of The Government

The second major problem which must be rasolved
today is that of land and natural resources. We still
have a nebulous title to our lands which gous back to
the 15008 and the basis of this title s that becsusa
Indisns were not Cheistians, we had no capability of
ever holding good land titles.

We live on our lands at the whim of rhe Government
under this theory of lend tenure. Yat in o practical
everyday sense, we are sllowed the income and benefits
from the lands we live on - whanever it is to the
advantage of the Interior Department 10 allow us those
benefits. A check with recent Indian history will show
that for many years, the Tncome from timber and othar
resources was placed in o specinl sccount — it was not
st the disposal of the tribal governments or the
individual Indian families.

There must be a concerted effort to define a new status
for Indlan lands today, and it must come o3 @
generation of new legal and sociasl concepts, Today we
have & multitude of politicaleconomic entities such 2
tha TVA, MVA, Ports of Authority, and otheér sgencies
which own lands that are protected under foderal and
state laws, although held in 8 quasicommunal tenure.
We must use those as models, and get a clear
and simple definition from the Congress cancerning
our lunds — and this must be done quickly.

We will seek this impraved status only if wi accept
some measurs of respansibility for our mistakes, and
not always rely upon the BIA to meka decisions for us,
As long as the Secretary of Interior and his agents have
a discretionary power 1o affect the use and manage-
ment of the lands of Indians, there is no way we can
preserve lands, waters, and resources. In spits of 1ome
of the hordest demands of tribal councils in recont
years for a clarification of the status of Indian water
rights, wie all kpow the rasponse of Intarior officials
who know that In the presant state of Indian property
law, they have the final word on the disposition of
rasources.

L A e T T S

Protection from Harassment by States

Solvirig Just those two things will anable us 1o peoject
much farther into the future for more difficult

claims which produces a great deal of heat but hardly
any light

Thera Is @ very simply solution to this peoblem and it
follows the line of reasoning we are using in the treaty
defensa of the Wounded Knee trials, Unless a state o¢
the Federsl Government can show 8 specific grant of
Jurisdictional powers from the Indian tribe concerned
to that government, there is no state or federal
jurisdietion that can- be exercised against the Indlsn
tribe. Pechaps the best way that we could bring this
issun to the fore would be to push for the craation of a
specizl Indian court, and all suits involving an Indian
wibe would have to be filed In this court, The Court
would have its own staff of experts or consultants who
would prepare exhaustive materials on the background
of an issue prior to the court attempting to restive the
jssue. At the feast, such o court would eliminate the
constant harassment sults which states are using to
plague tribal governmants.

PEEEERRE
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Such & court was originally visuslized by John Collier
in his original draft of the Indian Reorganization Act,
but when the tribes in different sress demanded so
many changes in the bill and Collier had to com-
promise, the idoa of the court was lost, One of the
major weaknessas of the operation of the presant IRA
statute hos been that its snforcament b incomplets
without the presence of such a court to guarantiee
tribal governments relatively hassle-proof protection
from state and federal encroachments.

The final reformation that must be ‘made it The
complete overhaul of the 1odian Claims Commission.
The ICC has Lecome an arena in which tribal rights are
daily compromisad becouss of The prassing necessity of
finiching the large caseload quickly, and because the
Indians of too many tribes have lost hope of receiving 2
just deal from the Government, and arn willing 1o take
whataver dollars the Government dangies in front of
themm to avold & prolonged confiict within the tribe.
Principles have boen cast aside by most tribes in the
frantic rush for per capita payments from claims
sttiemants. An examination of the series of agreo-
ments made by the United States with Indian tribes
during the aliotment days shows that this tactic has
been wed ever since the Government discoversd that
Indians would do anything for @ per capita

We must finally put those days behind us and refuse to
wall qur birthright for a few dollars, If the government
wants to purchase our existing rights, et them damn
wall sarn that cight by fighting svery step of the way
for tham.
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Tribal Council Meeting at Golf Tournament
Now the future is not bright for Indians because sven
nossible | ol

ations exist for the remedy of
we have raised up a class of

lsaders who are more concerned with goll tournaments
than with starvation on their home reservations, They
would rather go to Nelson Rockefeller's home for a
recoption than to the isolated communities in thelr
own homelands 1o ussist their own people, They ars
mora concerned with fighting other Indians than with
fighting for the rights of their own people.

Cartainly not all of the present leadership is of this ik,
But thoss who we really concerned about these
problems too often sit silontly in the sudience at
Indian conferences, afraid to cause apy controvery, snd
allow the most outrageous things to be advocated In
the natme of Indians. Thay always have some excuse —
that it's not their job; that thera aee more imporiant
things ta do; that it this one wrong is atlowed, other
wrongs can be corrected, But it Is 8 phenomaenon that
every Indian knows deep in his heart — that the decent
people sit by and allow all manner of wrongs 1o be
perpetrated In their name because they are sfraid of
being disliked. Sam Cagey once said that when you
start getting arrows in the back, you know you're out
In front.

Indians have survived over four centuries of oppression,
but it iz doubtful if we can survive even ane generation
of plentiful federal doitars being distributed to us with
the only stipulstion that we reject other Indians in
prdir to get those dollars, My god, just how large o
peccontage of education funds are going to eastern
indians when one considars that the total fadaral
expenditure on lodians now epproaches some half-
billion doliars a year, and that the vast majority of
those funds goes to neither federal noc non-federsl
Indisns, but to burssucrats who work 10 keep both
groups off-balance?

When future historians writa about Indians in the
Twantieth Century, what are they going to say? That
for & time, it seemed as | Iodian culture and yvaloes
were returning, but o fierce struggle over political
status and a determination of some Indisnt to deprive
othar Indians of any recognition at all led to the disper-
sion of Indian energles and genersted such bitterness
that when the time came for Indians to confrant the
major crisis of that century, they had all destroyed
tach other and there was really no one left to keep
things together.

Thot Is our prasent coursn, and it we look deeply into
ourseives, we know that it is not the right courss, for it
shamuos not only our ancestors, but oursalves,

It s time to bBring all of the people Back together to

correct the many evils that confront us, and to march
into the future a united and détermined people.

Behind the Treil of Broken Troatias: A Declaration of
Independence by Vine Delorle, Jr,, Delta Book, New
York, 1975, £3.85 paperback.

The Twenty Points, basad on tribal sovergignty and
trosties, put forth by the caravans of the Trail of
Broken Trasties that occupied the Washington, D.C,,
labyrinths of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1872
fand] by the defenders of Wounded Knee |, who

_prociaimed the rebirth of the "Independent Oglala
Nation' in 1973, [raise the question of the position of
nativo notions in North America visa-vis the United
States of Americal. Suggestions of sovereignty were
rojected out-of-hand, at the tme, by the Nixon
Mmlninnﬁo?.

That may have been the ‘highast folly” of the
Government, writes Vine Deloria, Jr., in his "Behind
the Trall of Broken Treaties.” For, in the Indian
movement, the resulting mood has been one of
deepening enger and frustration “shimmering just
peneath the surface.” 1t may well erupt once more.

Sesking 1o go beyond all the rhetocic and drama of the
protasts, Deloria marshalis a controversial argument for
tribal or “small nation” sovereignty. In doing so, he
shuns the media images and faddish-ness of the “Indian
chic” which he, and many native [people], feol has
distorted the meaning of these confrontations. So
much of the media’s reporting, he has said, acises from
the whites' “profound ignorance of the attitudes and
beliefs of Indians.” 11 is merely @ metamorphisis of the
Pity-the-Poor-Indian rhetoric of fashionabie gullt that

has become fashionable romanticism.

The Indian movements have not simply challenged the
violations by the Gowrrnmant of its own "highest
laws”, Its treatles, but we re-examining the European
concept of who constitutes a nation, Deloria says. In
his view, the Cangressional and judicial acts going back
to those landmork rulings of Chief Justics John
Morshall have failed to face squarely, understand, ot
recognize that the sovereignty of the independent, or
“dependent nations™ of the native people is not merely
o matter of treaty rights, bat is integral to the nature of
the notion. And, more than that, this failure has
influanced the attitudes toward small nations that have
o often Jod, In foreign policy, to tarrible mis-
calculations,

“Since it has been justifisbly argued that thase tribes are

"“1o0 small"” and “econamically weak™ 1o be considered
nations, Deloria cites historical precedaents and . in-
triguing, statistics 10 counter this belief, The Navajo
Nation, for example, is larger than four members of
NATO (Baelgium, Donmark, the Netharlands,
Luxembourg) and five of the founding non-European
members of the UN (Lebanon, Haitl, Costa Rioa, the
Dominican Republic, El Salvador.) Apd the Hopi
Nation is larger than Cyprus and Malts combined.

Even the Rocky Boy Ressrvation jn Montana i larger
than indepandent and sovereign states such as
Barbados. So are forty other tribes. In fact, the
population of the American Indians, as 2 whole,
outnumbers that of thirty sovereign states.

It the Governmant can recognire the sovereignty of
Iseael — barely one-third the size of the Navajo Nation

g

~ then “there it no reavon in fact or logic far it
continue to ignoce the clalms™ of the native peopls,
suys Deloria. And thus, he suggests a plan for “protec:
torate” status that is similar, but not the same, as ons
voiced st the hesrings of the Senate subcommittes on

- Indian Affairs headed by Senator Abourerk,

The Iimplicstions of his proposal for other national
groups s not dest with in the book, His Interest is
sololy tribal. His attitude might “be called pre
American, rather than anti-Amaerican,”” he says,

And yor, whatever the historic validity and political
expedioncy of Deloris’s “Indian Declaration of Inde-
pendence’’, one thing is certain: it articulates, in
public, thoughts that | have heard in private with
increasing frequency among native people. These

thoughts, too, yet become a “significant move-
ment of ourglipe and perhaps of this century,” as
Deloria by

(This review s adapted from ane by Stan Steiner,
author of The New Indians, done for The Washington
Post, We are grateful to him and to that paper for these
commeants.  Vine Deloria has donated royaities for this
book fo support the work of the institute for the
Ddefmmr of Indian Law in defending vitsl native

%
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“Kila pataka tripantu kuyﬁmtkofuy in, inchin tain
mapu. Tifs nitutlin, Lakonain kay.”

["Theee hundred years ago this land was ours. Now
we are going to take it back, and we are prepared to
die,”™
— Mapuche song about re-occupying
fand in Chile in July, 1870
D e e e ]
Mapuche means “people of the land.” But there is
mounting International concern that all is not well with
the people of the land called Chile — in fact, thare are
rumors of thousands of Mapuche deaths snce a

. military government was installed in power In 1973,

Mapuche leaders have been impeisoned, Mapuche
people are suffering unspeakable paverty.

It was not always that way — once the Mapuche were
free, and thoy hod a taste of that freodom for three
years under the Allende government of 1970-1873.

There are about 550,000 Mapuches in Chile of a total
population of ten million, Most of them — about
400,000 ~ five in the countryside, In the cities, the rest
work at the lowest-paying jobs — the women ars maids,
the men work at menial jobs in bakeries.

MAPUCHES CONTINUE THEIR STRUGGLE

when they knew that there was much gold in the land
of the Mapuches. In snother famous quote, a Spanish
Governor of Chile wrote 1o the King: “The war with
the Mapuches has cost more than the conquest of all
the rest of Americs.”

Indeed it had. In the first hundred years of the war,
29,000 Spaniards and 60,000 mastizo auxitiaries were
kitled. These ware heavy figures for military losses in
the 16th and 17th centuries.

Eventuslly, the Spanish gave up. A series of forts was
set up along the odge of Mapuche territory, and an
uneasy truce was arranged which lasted until 1884,
That year, the white Chileans, now indopendent of
Spain, ware finally able to militarily occupy the land of
the Mapuches, Thus ended the longest successiul native
resistance in Latin America,

The occupation scoomplished, & reservation system was
set up. The Mapuches, used to moving frequently, were
told that the fand where they ware located was theirs,
and that they had to stay there, All *unoceupind”’ land
was auctioned off to white Chilears, By 1831, a whole
series of laws had been passed and the reservation
systam was finally coinplete. The original laws hod
been modified in order to make it sasier for reserva-

— Aaymand Depardon, Gammal/Nocth American Committes on Latin America’s Latin Ametica & Emmn Awpar: photo

The Mapuches who Hve in the countryside lve in
southern Chile on some 3,000 reservations, The resar-
vations &re scoattored ut the countryside,
located on the hilly, badiy-sroded land. The more
productive- land in the volieys is owned by white
Chileans, The total aves of the reservations is a little
wmmmm the size af the state of

The Mapuches are crowded on their land, The sverage
resetvation has sbout 130 persons, which meany about
2 acres por Mapucha, Whon the reservations ween first
introduced in the late 18005, there wis more land —
about ten acres per person, The Mapuche population
has remained sbout the same from the late 1800s until
now - what has happened is that white Chilesns have
systematically stolen fand fram the reservations,

The Mapuches have a long histaty of struggle to keep
the tand. First the Incas invaded from the north in the
1400¢. They built stone roads down the long coast of
Chile. They brought thelr well-organized armies 1o
colonize Chile and to collect tribute from its inhabi-
tants, but the Mapuches fought them ofi. Hidden deep
in the densely forested hills of southarn Chile, In an
area which has an extremaely high rainfall in the winter,
the Mapuches usad their knowledge of the tarrain to
hold off the invaders.

After the Inces came the Spaniards. Thay invaded Chile
in the mid-1500s, coming down the same roads the
Incas had left, The Spanish were looking for gold. They
brought horses, swords and guns, weopons which were
unknown in Chile and which were superior to native
M,

The Spaniards were successiul in defesting the native
populations of northern and central Chile, inhabited by
nationt refated (o the Mapuches, but who spoke &
different dialect. When the Spaniards reached southern
Chila, however, the area known then as now as the
Frontier was blocked to their advance. The Mapuches
developed A system of guerilly warfare,

Alonso de Sotomayor, 8 Spaniard inChile, wrote to his
King Felipe 1l in 1585 to in about the
Mapuches: “And one can wander for 3 year and find
nothing but an old woman If they don't want to fight,
becsuse the terrain is so difficult and they am so
freeemoving and we 30 overburdened with supplies,
cattle, and attendants that our movements hiave no
affect. And every day they steal our horses.”

Within 26 yeaes of the Spaniards’ arrival, the Mapuches
began to dewvelop their own cavalry, and within a few
more yeors, they began to use firsarms. Thair new
wespons only added to their main advantage over the
Spaniards ~ their knowledge of the terrain, Ths
Mapuches had no state, no formal structure of govern-
ment. They lived in small bands linked by family ties,
uniting for defense but otherwise remaining separated.
They usually lived many miles apart from one another,
hunting, ishing, growing crops and eventually moving
on to & new settiement area every few years,

The Speniards were unable to make headway, even
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tions to be broken up, The 1931 law allowed »
reservation to be divided if only 1/3 ot its inhabitants
%0 dasired. Outside landowners frequently tried to
bribe a few of the reservation 10 agree 10 division, Once
this was done, the landowners moved in and bought up
individual plots. Usually lawyers were angaged to forge
consent papers, and Mapuches ware tricked into signing
things they did not understand,

Through these methods, by 1’70, over 700 of th-
3000 Magpuche reservations bun divided,
pidition, almost all bun mmﬂv
reducod In size due to theft by the landlords. Most
resecvations were only a small percstitage of the size
they had once been,

That was the situation until 1970. The Mapuches,
confined to the worst land, griny wheat and raised
shetp, Very little of their produce went to the market
~ most was for personal consumption, They continued
to speak their complex end expressive langusge, which
was unwritten, The Mopoche men leamed to speak
Spanish because of trade with the merchants or
through contact with whitz Chileans when working as
wasonol laborers on the landlords’ estates. Few
Mupuches could read or write Spanish,

On the resaryation, oxen and hand-made wooden plows
were used. Fertilizor was used only about half the time,
and fields had to be used every other year because of
the shortage of land, Asa result, yields were low. Most
Mapuche families sarmed under $100 & year. Infam
mortality was very high — most Mapuche women had
lost one or two children at early ages. Usually death
resulted from severe disrrheés caused by imestinal
diseases. Diet consistad primarily of bread and mate, a1
weoll a3 vegetsble soup. Meat and eggs were rare, cheese
and milk smost non-axistant,

The Mapuches had gone from a good fife to desperate
poverty. In some areas, the majority of the young men
have no land and no jobs, They are forced to wark for
the landlord of the big farms, when work is available,
wivally during bervest, The rest of the year, there are
only & faw permanent workees on each farm, wsually
white Chileans. The blg farms are often used as summer
homés by the landlords, and they are unproductive
agriculturally. Often much of the tand on the big farms
lies fallow, or is used as pasture for o fow cattie,

The Mapuches were bitter as they watched this land lie
useless while they thamselves lived nearby without land
and without work.

In Septamber, 1970, the Papular Unity Government of
Salvador Allende was elected. Allende promised 2
mossive agrarian reform. The idea was to expropriate
the often unproductive big farms and turn them into
cooperstives which would be much more intensively
cultivated and employ many more peasants, The old
landowner could be paid compensation by the state.

In southern Chile, the Mapuches represented almost
70% of the rural population, but held only about 20%
of the land, Allende proposed that where the big farms
had lend which had been stolen from & nearby

reservation, the government would retumn such land to
the reservation at the time of expropeiation. The
Mapuches would Benefit from land reform becsuse
their reservation would get back the stolen land, and
because new jobs would be avallable at the coopera-
tives.,

The agrarian reform of Allende came none 100 soon for
the Mapuches, Already In early 1970, they had begun
to take back the stolen land. Hundreds of takeovers
occurred In southern Chile in 1970. Before Allende’s
election, the police frequently asttacked snd threw
Mapuches off land they had reclaimed, but when
Allende came into office, he gave orders to the police
to leave the Mapuches alone,

Without police répression, land reclaimings became 3
daily occurrence throughout 1971, They began as
fence runnings, when the Mapuches moved the fence.
lines @&t night to regain their stolen land. Whale
Mapuche communities, armed with sticks, shovels,
wire-cutters and occssionally an old rifle, would take @
long line of fence and mave it hundreds of yards into
the adjacent farm In order to restore the old boundary,
Then the Mapuches would remain to guord their turf
agalnst the new landlord,

Later, whan land raform had started, the Mopuches
began to take over whole farms from the landlords,
instead of just those portions which had been stolen
from the reservations. After all, in the beginning &l the
land had belonged to the Mapuches. Besides, for many
years it had been Mapuche laboe which had allowed the
landlords to grow wealthy,

Now It was time to finally soek justics, It was difficult
for the government 1o expropriate the farmas as fast oa
the Mopuches were taking them over. The legal process
— the shuffiing of papers from agency to agency, and
the payment by the government to the landowners —
took tima which the Mapuches did not always have,
For example, in Lautaro county of Cautin pravinee, 37
farms were oxpropriated under the three years of the
Allends government. The Mapuche hod occupied 16 of
themn prior 1o expropriation.

Usually such occupations were done with the help of
the workers on the tarm, When the Mapuches had
pccupiod the farm, they immedintely set up barricades
to prevant the landlord from attecking with a goon
squad. The landlords used pick-up trucks snd high-
powered rifles. The pestants defended thamselves with
whatever weapons they had

AU times, lengthy gun battles ensued, Dozers of
were wounded or _killed..in. such..

Mapuches auch- bettius.
Ususily the police would try 1o prevent the attacks by

londlords, but frequontty tha landlords - would wait
several wevks until the police ware withdrawn, and
then they wauld attack at night. Sometimes they hed
friends amongst the police officers who would tell
them when a good time to attack might ocour,

The Allende government helped the Mapuches by
pasting legistation which cancelled the old reservation
laws, and abolished the old Indien courts. A new
sgency was set up for the Mapuches, and the law mede
it much more difficult to divide ressryations, and much
easier 1o regain stolen land. The Allends government
also carrled out publicity campaigns to combat the
racism of white Chilsans towards the Mapuches, For
the first time in history, a Chilean government was
actively helping the Mapuches,

During tha three years of the Allende government,
about 35% of the usable land in the country was
expropriated. This mesnt that most of the biggest
farms wete taken owver. In the south, hundreds of
cooperatives were formed which employed téns of
thousands of Mapuches, Tractors, seed and fertilizer
were made available for the first time at veéry cheap
rates to the reservations. Credit at low interest snabled
the Mapuches to purchase five times as many agri-
cultural suppiies In 1973 compared to 1960, A
Mapuche radio station was crested, and Mapuche
lsaders bagan to play important roles In government
Greatly increased medical care was provided through
the use of rural clinics,

Of courw, not sl! the problems were solved, More than
half of the land stolen from the reservations still had
not been recoverad, Meny Mapuches were still without
land or work. The new Mapuche agency wias under-
staffed and could not investigate all claims,

But the government programs, abstract on paper, did
mean better lives In many concrete ways for the
Mapuches, Tractors wore used, eliminating weeks of
hard work with oxen, Fertilizer meant that wheat
yields sometimes doubled, meaning that families had
mough bread and wheat Jeft over to sell on the market,
Korosene lanterns could be bought instead of candles,
Fruit could be bought in the wintertime, and chiidren
could eat ment and sgge and weat shoes,

These tangible benefits meant that the Mapuches
supported the Allende government. The landlords,
among other vested interests, opposed it. Stripped of
much of their wealth, the landlords joined with the big
businessmen in the cities In opposition to Allende,

—



On Septambe; 11, 1973 elements of the Chilean
armec forces owverthrew the democratically-elected
government of Salvador Allende, with the support and
instigation of the US, Cantral Intelligence Agency, The
president and many others were killed immediately,
snd the democracy was replaced with a Nazidike
military dictatorship,

Since the coup, most informaetion has been focused
upon the tremendous repression of professionals, intel-
lectuals, workers and politicians, but almost nothing
has been ssid on the fate of the Mapuches, Repression
against them has been severs, not only on their
homelands, but In the capital city where thousands of
them have migrated since the turn of the century,

An Intense persecution began of all those who had
supportod Allende, The military gave the axpropriated
farms back to the landlords. Ressrvation land which
had been recoverad was returned to the landlords

Mazs killings of random groups of Mapuches took
place, often on the basls of unsubstantiated rumors
that the Mapuches in a given ares ware hiding arms.
Near Pitrufquen, s town In southern Chile, dozens of
bodies of murdered Mopuches floated down the river
while observers in the town saw military trucks loaded
with dead bodies coming back from the countryside,

The bodies were Mapuches from the reservation in the
area of Pursquing whore they had been massacred on
the basix of unfounded reports of armed resistance.

The same scone was repeated throughout the south of
Chile, In Tamuco, capital of Cautin province, doctors
reported that dozens of dead Mapuches arrived dally at
the morgue, riddled with bullets

De. Natacha Carrion, a doctor who with her husbend,
Edusrda Gonzsler, tried to bring heslith care to the
Mapuches, has been in prison. Mer husbind was
summarily exocuted,

Despite the tortures, imprisonmants and atrocities, the
WS, has sent the Peace Corps back to Chile. Eight
vears 200 it had boen kicked out of Chile, acoused of
CIA entanglemanty,

Back in Lautaro county, the lendiords moved quickly
to ragain almost all of the 37 farms which had been
expropristed under Allonde, After the initial re-
pression, an sven more sinister attack began — no land,
NG work, no cradit.

In the last two years, the Mapuches have returned to an

“NETUAIN MAPU*~

“WE SHALL RECOVER
THE LAND”

even-worse poverty than they suffered befors Allende
was elocted. The policies of the military dictatorship
are translated Into sickness and gradual starvation for
the Mapuches,

The military junta which took over Chile in 1873 has
murdered a total of as many as 30,000 Chileans. No
ong knows how many of these were Mapuches, but it is
safe to assume that the Mapuches suffered an even
more brutal repression than did the population 25 »
whole,

U.S. President Gerald Ford has justified the CIA's
involvement in Chile a2 being “in the best interest of
the people of Chile pnd certainly in our best interest.

In Novernber, 1974, the United Nations General
Assambly approved a resolution condemning the junta,
and calling for the release of political prisoners and the
restoration of human rights. The United States Govern
ment abstzined, Since then, the fascist generals, with
U.S. support, have continued to dafy this high ex-
pression of world opinion. The UN Human Rights
Commission has been refused the right to anter Chila,

Many resisted the best they could, In Lautaro county,
for example, trees wors cut down to block the roads on
the day of the military coup 1o kesp the acmy out of
the countryside, Later, when the traes warz cleared,
the Mapuches would light fires at night on the hillsides,
causing the milltary to investigate. Upon arrival, the
soldlers Tound nothing, but soon another fire was 1l up
some distance away.

Many soldiers in southern Chile were themmsslves
Mapuches, drafted into the Army. Forced 1o commit
atrocities, groups of soldiers from the regiments In
Temuco and Valdivia chose to desert, They stole trucks
and arma, 2nd drave awey 10 try 1o link up with the
resistance.

The military especially looked for Mapuche leaders
Rosondo Huenumann, for example, was o Mapuche
who wes & member of the Chilean Communist Party.
Huenumann was 3 populsr figure, well-known for his
work with rural trode usions and for his radio program
in Mapuche language. In March, 1973, ha was siscted
10 the Chilean Coogress,

Huenumann weas captured by  the militey In
September, 1973, taken to the Tucapel Regimant in
Temuco, and summarily executed, Felix's brother,
Moises Husntelaf, had been killed in October, 1971,
during an unsuccessful takeover of a farm, The
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langlord hed sttacked with rifies, and Moises was shot.
Felix was jalled for 7 months for his role in the
takoover — under Allende the courts were still con-
trofled by the landiords.

After getting out of prison, Felix Huentelaf quickly
became & leader of the Revolutionsry Peasant Move-
ment, an organization which fed many of the land
takeovers throughout southern Chile, Felix Huentelaf
wos also elected in 1973 to be vice-president of the
Provincial Peasant Council of QCautin, a new
organization which represented all the peasants of
Cautin province,

A third Mapuche leader who has suffered the re-
pression of the junta ks Algjandro Manque, srrested in
the town of Lautaro in April, 1974, Monque was
president of the Revolutionary Peasant Movemant, and
was also a lsader of the Provincial Peasant Council
Waellknown by the Mapuches throughout the south,
Mangue was a political leader who knew how to
explain things clesrly to his fellow peasants. He
froquently left the towns and political meetings to stay
in the countryside for weeks at » time, getting to know
the problems of sach area, The military has tortured
him brutally 1o try to foroe him to give information
about other peasant leaders,

Deaspite this rapression, the Mapuches ars continuing
thair century-old strugale to regain their land.

IWe who are outside of Chile can holp them by
protasting the trestment of the Mepuches. One way
to do this /s to write letters to General Pinochet,
hoad of the Chilean regime, demanding the Ireecom
of Alsjandro Mangue and. all Mapuche political
prisonsrs. Such letters have often heen effective,
and many prisopers in Chile are alive today bhecause
of such intarnatione! support. The address /s Gen,
Pinochet, Edificlo Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile,
Send a copy to International Indian Treaty Council,
777 UN Plaga, New York, N.Y. 10017, which is
preparing & report an the Mapuche situation at the
roguest of an agency of the Unlted Nations. The
Editors.]

e ——— e ————————— e ———
[Thanks to Kyle Sweenlond and friends for the information
used here. |

[Further informotion on the general repression in Chile s
awilabrle from the Nations! Coordinating Centar in Solidarity
with Chile, 158 Fifth Ave, New York, N.Y., 10010 tglephans
(212) 9890085, The Chilesn Embamy s loceted st 1730
Mussachusetts Ave, NW, Washington, D.C., 20038.)

An enlacgoment of this poster is avaitabie from AKWESASNE NOTES for bulletin boards and public pisces at 50 cants eech, 3 for 571, or 20 for £5. In sach avdier, enclosw 25 cents

towave! cost of the mailing tube and portage.
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THE DENE DECLARATION

Fort Simpson, Dene Nation — At a joint General
Assambly held in July of this year, delegates
representing the 18,000 indian and Metis people of the
Northwest Territories approved and decided to publish
the Dene Doclaration of Righta,

“Dene™ means “the people™, It is the colloctive word
used by the Athapaskan-speaking indigenous peoples In
what Canada calis the Mackenzie District of the
Northwest Territories, It is how the Chipwayan, Slave,
Yallowknives, Dog Rib, Hare, Kutchin, and Louchsux
rofor to themselves, just as their southern relatives, the
Navaho, call themselves “Dine”,

The Dene wre 8 nation, a people who have lived
together in unity for centuries, On their lands, thoy
have lived from hunting, fishing, and trapping.

Increasing numbers of white settlers hove moved into
their territory over the past two centuries, bringing
with them many aspects of western culture and
technology, Although the lifestyle of the Dene has
changed somewhat as a result of this intrusion, they
still retain the core of their traditional values, They do
not live on resarves, noc hava they besn comploetely
sssimilated into & commercial urbon society,
continue to make (ntensive use of their land and its
traditional sources of sustenance,

According to Canadian statistics, the Northwest Terri-
torles has natives as 0 majority of its population. Out
of 42,000 Inhabitants, 18,000 are Dene, 12,500 are

g

At that initiol meeting, the Dene stated thair position
that they had never relinquished their right to the land,
‘they wished thelr righty as original owners and
of the land to be formally recognized
“any further development was allowed to pro-

i

748

Federal Government rejected this position, persist-
in its ignoring of the vital fact that the Dene as 2
are inseparable from their land. Canada has
regarded land as a commodity to be bought and
is approaching the land settioment #s if it
tiating for roal estate from a private investor,
Buchanan, Minister of Indian Affairs and North-

openent, has repoatedly stated that he has a

TESEFRS
fHial

Following publication of the Dene Declaration, James
WahShee, president of the Indian Brotherhood, wrote
Buchanan explaining the intent of the proclamation,
“Wae seo this Declaration as constituting a vary import-
ant statement with respect to our land claim.” He said
the land claim wm not only a statament of property
right, but “a statement of political rights,”” held ss »
“deeply fult sentiment.”

Noting that Buchanan had responded testily to the
original announcement, comparing the Indian Brother-
with Quebec separatists, WahShea made it clear
he was speaking about “setf-determination within
" and hoped that the document wouldn't be
; s the result of a “misunderstanding”.

September 1, the Dene Land Claims
Committee mat with Buchanan to sgain clarify this
intent, Buchanan again made an official statement on
September 10 calling the Declaration a separstist
document. Buchanan sald paternalistically, “Various
satements and positions taken by the native leaders of

i

i
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the publication of the Dene Declarstion, . . Saas not
to sllow these statements to stand unanswerdd, or
confuse the people of the North and of Canada that
my silence to date has mesnt agresment, | wish to
respond publicly.'

Buchanan said “unreasonable demands which cannot
be met will continue a feeling of dissatisfaction.” He
sald that as a minister of the Government of Canada,
he took offense to the statement that “what we Dene
are struggling for is recognition of the Dene Nation by
the Government and the people of the world.” He sald
he rejected that statemeant.

“The native prople of the North are citizens of Canada.
They are and will be representod in the world
community by the Canadian Government,” he said in
his best colonial manner, He said Canada comsidered
the NWT “Indian title has been extinguished, and that
there has never been adequate compensation for its
lose."" He said Canada was willing to pay up,

"The Government of Canada will not accept a declara-
tion of independence from any group within its
borders,” he said, the same thing that Great Britsin
said in 1776, He said that Canada would “foster the
preatest possible diversity of its cultural groups” and it
did not wish to see native people "lose their particular
culture and way of life.” But, Buchanan warned, “all
oultural groups must be willing to partic pate in the
Canadian sociaty and system of Goyernmet."”

The following week in Toronto, WahShoe roplies, de
wid he had no alternative but “to conclude thet the
Minister Is  indulging In  crude, deliberate mie
repemsentation of the position of the Dene, Quite apart
from the questionable future of negotistions with this
man, the damage done to the faith the Dene have
expressed in legitimate process for achieving their aims
will be hard to repair,”

e e —— ———— T ——

A Threat To Canadian Soversignty?

Buchanan was not the only one to reject the
Declaration as a “'sseparatist document”, When Yellow-
knife's weekly paper, News of the North, published the
Declaration, it did so under the title of "Dene
Manifesto", apparently In an attempt to equate It with
the Communist Manifesto and thereby discredit it,
David Nickerson, a white resident of Yellowknife and a
member of the NWT Tesmitorial Councll {a govern.
mental body. with advisory powers) denounced the
Dene Nation concept as "outiandish and unworkable",
He refered 10 the Dene Nation a3 the “Dene Socialist
Republic'” and insisted that the Dene were promoting
an sprtheid policy,

David Searly, another Territarial Councillor, sees the
land-claims position of Dene and Inuit peoples of the
NWT as “a threat to both Canadian sov
democracy sl He is concerned that the resolution
of native Jand claims will pose an
granting of provincial status to tha ferritories,
governed from Ottawa, -

E :
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White residents sre anxious for provincial status so
they can move into positions of power in the territory
now held by Ottawa bureaucrats,

Such vitrolic opposition comes only from fear of loss
of vested interests gained st native expense — the Dene
people are only asking for the freedom to dacide what
kind of developmaent is to occur on their own land, and
to gain some measure of control over their cultural,
social, and sconomic destiny.

A Dena spokesman said, “The native people fear the
threat ol becoming engulfed and destroyed by the
forces of ‘development % has happened slsewhers.
They fear for their land, their culture, and their
childran.” The Dene point out that they, more than
Industry and government, have such a vested interest in
the land they would not permit it to be wantonly
dustroyed. What & development for othar people isn't
mecessarily for them — only thay can determine what
progressive steps they will take,

True Dene development would bulld on the past,
would strengthen traditional pursuits, and would build
on traditional skills, Such development would 1t the
Dene way of doing things, rather that a southern
company's way, They say devalopmeant must be an
on-going self-reinforcing process which involves the
whole community and which reinforces the traditional
values of a sharing egalitaring soclety,

The Dene feel their own survival cannot happen unless
they have certain safeguards. They wish to govern
thormselves through institutions of thelr own choice, o
autonomous regions within Canada. They want control
over their land and her development. And that mesns
control aver their resources #s an economic basa 10
making their political will effective,

The hope of the Dene is that more people will melize
thay are a mation, and will support their position, “We
are asking only what Canada supports elsewhaere in the
world,” a statement in the Indian Brotherhood paper
wmid. “"Canada claims to support the rights of nations in
Africa, for example, 1o mif determination, What the
Done Declaration does i 1o challenge the government
of Canadn to practice what It preschey at home,"

With the Declsration out front, the Dene are now
talking together sbout the next big questions. How will
they govarn themselves? How will they keep thelr
nation strong and whole and stifl recognize differences
in reglons, peoples, and communities? What kind of
education would they give their children? What kind of
development do thoy want on their lands?

The Indian Brotherhood hus promised more statemonty
will be ssusd as these questions are answered tantative-
ly, and then “we will change and odd to thew
Matoments a5 we gsin morm experiance,” 1t said the
Dene Nation wes not 8 return 1o the past, but the
“bullding of our own society ...to mest tha now
needs of sll our people,” m—

—
DENE DECLARATION — A STATEMENT OF RIGHTS
We, the Dene of the Northwest Temritorles, insist on the right to be regarded by ourselves and the

world us 8 nation,

Our struggle is for the recognition of the Dene Nation by the Government and people of Canads and the

peoples and governments of the world,

As once Europe wan the exclusive homeland of the European peoples, Africa the exclusive homebusl of
the African peoples, the New World, North and South America, was the exclusive homeland of Aboriginal

Peoples, the Amerindian and the Inuit,

The New Woarld, like other parts of the world, las suffered the experience of colonialism and imperialism.
Other peoples have occupied the land ~ often with force - and foreign governments have imposed themselves
on our people. Ancient clvilizations and ways of life have been destroyed,

Colonialism and imperialism Iy now dead or dying. Recent years have witnessed the birth of new nations

at rebirth of old nations out of the ashes of colonialism.

As Europe is the place where you will find European countries with Furopean governments for Buropean
peoples, now also you will find in Africa and Asia the existence of African and Asian countriés with African
and Asian governments for the African and Astan peoples,

The Aftican and Asian peoples — the peoples of the Third World — have fought for and won the right to
self-determination, the right to recognition as distinet peoples and the recognition of themselves as nations.

But in the New World, the native peoples have not fared so well. Even in countries in South America
where the native peoples are the vast majority of the population, there is not one country which has an

Arterindlan governmen? for the Amerindian peoples.

Nowhere in the New World have the mative peoples won the right to self determination and the rights to
recognition by the world as a distinct people and as Nations.

While the native
Territories, the Pene and

of Canada are a minority In their homeland, the native people of the Northwest
Inwit, are a majority of the population of the Northwest Tertitorfes,

The Dene find themsclves as part of a country. That country is Canada, But the Government of the NWT
i not the government of the Dene, These governments were not the choice of the Dene — these were (mposed

on the Dene,

‘What we the Dene are steuggling for Is the recognition of the Dene Nation by the governments and

peoples of tho world .

And while there are realities we are forced to submit to, such as the existence of a country called Canada,
we insist on the right to seif-determination as a distinot people and the recognition of the Dene Nation.

We, the Dene People, are part of the Fourth World. And as the peoples and Nations of the world have

come to recognize the existence and rights of those
and will come when the nations of the Fourth Wo

who make up the Third World, the day must come

will come to be recognized and respected. The challenge

to the Dene and the world is to find the way for the recognition of the Dene Nation.
Our plea to the world is to help is in our struggle to find & place in the world community where we can
exercise our right 1o self-determination as a distinct people and as a mation. \
What we seek then is independence and self determination within the country of Canada. This ks what we
mean when we call for a just land settlement for the Dene Nation.

[A postersized text of the Dene Declaration is avalisbie from AKWESASNE NOTES for 50 ceots, plus 25 conts with sech
order for mailing tube and handling. Proceeds from the sale 9o to the Dvown Nation. Contact: AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk
Natlon, via Roosewwlrown, N.Y, 13682.)



Ganienkeh, Adirondacks Mountaine — Things have
been settling down for the People of Ganienkeh, the
new Mohawk settlement near Eagle Bay, New York,
The crops have boen harvested, Local public opinion
seems 10 b swinging over to favor the settlement, And
a Faderal Appeals Court has reserved judgment 3s to
whether a U.S, District Court has the jurisdiction 1o
decide the legality of the settiement within the U.S.
fegal system,

The settlement began May 13, 1974, Now, seventeen
months later, as more LS, citizons recognize the
obligations their country has to respect the terms of its
wreaties, support has incressed, A network of support
groups is spraading throughout the Eastern states

The settlemant is on state land, and is operated on tha
principles of the Great Law of Peacr of the People of
the Longhouse, It does not have electricity or running
water, and It s moving rapidly along on a fiveyear
program of 100% self-sufficiency. Althoough primarily
Mohawk, it has been aided by native peaples of many
nations

f

Negotiations continue with the State of New York to
hnd ways for the state 10 sccommodate itsell 1o the
now permanent sattiement, But at the same tima, the
state has appesied the contention of the U.S, District
Court in Syracuse that it lacks jurisdiction. Should the
state win itz appeal, likely that District Court wolld be
ordored to hear the case and render a decision, Then
there would be the possiblities of appesls of thint
finding

The Ganienkeh people hoave seen the legal maneuvering
a3 8 wseless exerciye, however. They say they know
they are entitled 1o possess the land as an independent
nation, and that any dispute over ownership of the
land they ooccupy is an international matter for a lorger
body, such s & UN committee or the World Court to
docida

The settlement remains heavily-guarded from outside
intrusion. Visitors are met at the front gate 10
dotermine |1 they coan enter, Hunters and snowmohilers
whao intrude on the land are told 10 leeve snd sscorted
out,

To provent incidants, New York State troopers main-
win g hotding with the encampment. Intruders who are
difficult can then be dealt with by their own police
rather than to risk an Indianwhite battle escalating.
Recently, a stute helicoptor planting fish touched down
on the lake neor the camp. A call on the hottine
brought prompt action - the helicopter feft snd an
BDONOYY wal lsued
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Ganienkeh is working towerd self-sufficiency. These young gardenery show some of the corn grown for the
winter food supply, Becsuse soil at Ganlenkeh is poor, other ndian lands ware used far planting

Only one group of resort owners calling thomselves
“"Concerned Persons of the Central Adirondacks
[COPCA] continue to vie for the attention of the state
modia, alleging that Ganienkeh is variously a
Communist plot, an AIM guerillo-training comp, a
refuge for eriminals

Hawtver, during dlections this autumn, lnoumbent
district  attommey Henty Blumberg, who had been
accused of being soft on the native group since he hod
not caused them to be evicted by strangth of arms,
won another term In office by & 2101 margin over
Martin Weinstein, who claimed that the settlament was
“ploin and simple ¢riminality.” "Whatever force neces
sary should be used to bring them to justios, Weinstain
had said as his campaign platform.

Blumberg won his clear majority by pointing out that
the Ganienkoh people “have treaties going back severs!

centuries,” and that Weinstein's demand was an “ir-
responsible suggestion,”

Ganlenkoh people, in a press relesse, point out that the
United States “helped the United Nations restore 74
native nations, These nations regained lost human
rights, land, governments, laws, and now decide their
own destinyg, The only national groups still - denled
thase human rights are the native Amaericans. lin't it
time that the UK., with the help of the UN, rendor the
same justice to American Indians? Thay have the right
not 1o be governed or ruled by a forefgn people.””

Suppart for Ganlenkeh can be sent to:
Ganlenkeh
Box 208
via Eagle Bay, New York 13331
talephone {316) 357.6221

A 17x22 inlergemant of this postar on heavy poper, in color, is avallable from AKWESASNE NOTES for S0 cants sech, or 3 for $1, plus 26 cents for & cardboard maifing tube and

handling, Proceeds

from this postar will support Ganienleh.
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A new West Indion éx-
hibition has opened at the Mussum of
tho American Indien representing the
native ocultwe of the Caribbean from
150 AD, to 1500, A diorama of &
village shows daily life, Food prepsra-
tion disploys and carvings are festured.
Admission free 15 pm, Tuesday
through Sunday. Contact: William
Stiles, MAI, Broadway at 155th St,
New York, N.Y, 10032 or phone (212)
283-2420,

Persons interested In the viewpoint of
the Irigh Republican Army's struggle
can obtain a §1 pamphlet, “Inside the
IRA", consisting of Intarviews with
Cathw! Goulding, IRA chief-of-staff,
Contact: POBox 14602, Philadelphia,

Inuit Tapirisat, the Metis Assoclation
Indian Brotherhood of the NWT,
and the Canadian Association in
Support of Native Peoples will be spon-
soring a Northern Native Land Claims
week from March 7 to 13, 1976. Meet-
ings, rallies, film showings, and other
doings will be held in every major
Canuclion city. Support groups from
U.S. are siso invited to join in For
further information, contact: Gordon
teo, CASNP, 251 Laurior W., 1804,

g

CONTACTS

The musical group of Daniel Valdez of
El Centro Campesino Cultural puts on
highly entertaining, educational, encrgy-
charging concerts, While Chicano groups
in particular will gain friom sponsoring o
concert, Indian groups, commumity
groups, and churches would learn a
great deal too, Contact: Daniel Valdez,
El Tegtro. Camposino, San Juan
Bautista, California.

An lnfm h:yuun for Native
American i been developed
the National Indian Education Ano:ly
tion which can help to find materials,
develop library collections, locate re-
warch materials, and design relevant
curricula, Contact: ISNAM, NIEA, 3034
University Ave. SE, Minneapolis, Minne.
sota 55414 or telephone (612)
378-0482.

The only natural resource in
the US, specifically for native
American students is engaged in a major
drive to recruit and educats Indians in
the professional career fields of forestry,
fisheries, oceanography, natural re
source planning, and mana t of
range, watershed and wildlife. Trbal
councils are being urged to send young
people for professional tmining in man-
agement of tribal resources. Con-
tact:C.J, Bryan, Director, Native
American Career Education in Natural
Resources, Humboldt State Univervity,
Arcata, California 95521 or call (707)
8264994.

A “planner & grantsman™ is needed

with experience in planning and pro-

writing. Contact: Ron Johnson,

onal Indian Activities Association,

619 Second Ave 1607, Seattle, Washing-
ton 98104,

Native Americans of metropolitan New
York and New Jomoy in peed of em-
ployment or vocational training are in.
vited to discuss their situation with a
CETA program countselor. Contact: Ted
Thompson, American [ndian Com-
munity Howse, 10 East 38th 5t, New
York, N.Y. 10016 or call (212)
5324897,

Family physicians, health planners and a
financial director are needed by the
Indian Community Clinic on the
Puyallup Raservation, a 'newly:
established agency. Contact: ICC, 2002
Eag 28th S, Tacoma, Washington
98404, or call (206) 572-3733,

An executive director is needed by the
Boston Indian Council, Inc. with ex-
perience in administering federal pro-
E;nund community services. Contact

Rice, BIC, 105 South Huntington
Jamuica Plain, Massachusetts

Aw.,

22 < it Is 24 inches across, 18 inches
deep, with & rawhide top of calfskin
with fur around the sides and bottom.

$350 per semester unless waived undey
the tuition{ree basis, Applications are
now being accepted. Cantact: Prople’s
College of Law Recruitment Com.
mittee, 2228 West Seventh Si., Los
les, California 90057 or telephone
Gilbert Varels at (213) 388 8171,

Natlve education leaders who work and .

live in rural communities can participate
in an education leadership training pro-
gram under a grant from the Ford Foun-
dation. Studies include workshops,
seminars, research, and travel, T
msy be between January, 1976,
June. Community workern, pam-
professionals, schoal board ¥
tribal education personnel can partici-
. Contact immediately at: National
Training and Research Center,
2121 South Mill Avenue, Suite 204
Tempe, Asizons 85282 or contact
Francis McKinley at (602)9679484.

Native American crafts people, artists,
musicians, and dancers are wanted for
the Great American Indian Festival o
be held June 20.26 at Alexandria Bay,
New York. A limited number of outn
door spaces ars still available, No fees or

:
:
;
:

A legal research director is needed im-
medistely by the University of

Saskatchewan Native Law Center. Con-
tace Roger Carter, Professor of Lew, U
of 8. Saskatoon, Conada S7N OW0 or
oull (306) 343-2751.

Native American poets and artists sre
baing sought to subemit material for an
anthology by Imdoching vetevans on
turning against the war, the struggle for
survival, sanity and dignity — anhd unity
with others working for libaration since
returming home. Contact: Esst River
Anthofogy, 208 Dean St, Brooklyn,
New York 11217.

An executive director is needed by the
National Indien Education Association.
Contact; Jon B, Tiger, 3036 University
Ave. SE, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
or telephone {612) 378-0482.

Spectrum_ has a special issue of mytho-
poelc expecience by Anglo, Chicano,
andd native poats. It iz available for
$1.50 (ask for no. 2 vol. 17} from
JoanMarie Eklund, POBox 14800,
UCS8, Senta Barbars, California 893106.

Have you checked out what hooks
children are reading thes days? A New
York group provides a lot of insight and
criteria into evaluating and encouraging
non-tacist, non-sexist, reading. They
have a quartedly bulletin which raises
provocative guestions, Contact: Coundil
on Interracial Books for Children, 1841
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023.

Free scholarships are being offersd to
native students for a four ysar program
— the last two yewrs of high school und
the first two of college. Students inter-
ested in next fall admission or midterm
transfer should contact: Office of the
Registrar, |nstitute of American Indian
Arts, 1300 Cerrillos Rood, Santa Fe,
New Mexico 87501 or phone (505)
988-6297,

The prestigous Scottsdale Notional
Indian Arts Exhibition will be held
March 17-21, 1976, with categories in.
cluding painting, sulpturs, crafts, sto-
dont work, and omative writing, For
complete rules and rogulations and fur-
ther information, contact: Scottsdale
National Indian Arts Council, Ing.,, PO
Box 381, Scottsdale, Arizons 856252 or
contact (602) 9464591,

The people of Frank's Landing, that
fortress of strength in the long fishing
struggles in the Pacific Northwest, suf:
fered severe lomses in the devastating
fioods which hit the Pacific Northwest
in December. Thousnds of people
turned out to help them stave off the
river, but still there was some loss
Friends of Frank's Landing should can-
tact them immodiately to see how they
can help. Write: Survival of American
Indians Amociation, POBéx 719,
Tacoma, Washington 98401, or tele
phone Centro de la Raxa, Roberto

. Maestray (206) 3295442

Indisn students at MHarvard-Redeliffe (sbove are Richard Anderson, Kyle
Patterson, Sussn Willlarns, Bob Mels, Benson Kelly, and Leonard Harjo) are
rocruiting other native students and working to provide an atmogphere of
political, social, and cultural awarensss. Both male and female applicants are
oiigible, and finencial aid is available to meet needs. The group is planning for a
spring confarence of Indian college students and others on the Esst Coast,
Contact: Kyle Patterson, Lowell House L-23, Harvard University, Cambridge
Massachusetts 02 138 ar telephone (617) 498-3016,
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Native groups looking for an entertaln-
ing musician with a good maossage might
want to contact guitarist/singer Dave
Baker, who Is now available for book-
ings. He has performed with major
groups, in coffee-houses, and in concert.
Contact: Dave Baker, /o Terry Black
Owl, 1674 Shaw Ave., Green Bay, Wis
consin 54303 or telephone (414)
499.8445,

AN URGENT MESSAGE FROM
AUSTRALIA

A cable received December 12 from
Australia reads:
CONSORTIUM TAKING ADVANTAGE
OF AUSTRALIA'S POLITICAL CHISIS
TO GAIN BAUXITE MINING RIGHTS
AT AURUKUN IN CAPE YORK NORTH
QUEENSLAND, *REQUEST ANY
ACTION PFPOSSIBLE., PROTEST
AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY,

For years now, international mining
firms have tried to rip-off fand belong
ing to Australian aborigines. The current
governmont had been somewhat helpful
in protecting aboriginal rights, but It
recently wis dissolved by the Governor-
Genoral when o bill faifed to pam the
Senute. While AKWESASNE NOTES
will do a full article on this matter, the
cabloe requosts urgent action, Persons in
lerge cities con fook up “Australia’ 8n
their telephone directory for trade com-
missions snd consulates. The Australian
Embossy in Washington, D.C. s (202}
797-3000, and in Ottawa, Canada, it is
(613) 2360841,
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The new AKWESASNE NOTES calendar for 1976 &
ready now. The first printing of 10,000 was sold out
before the promes stopped running, and another run of
10,000 Is arriving as this issue of the newspaper goes
out. The theme for this coming year i the sovereignty
of our native nations, maaning how to be a3 human
being on this earth, sort of our answer to the US,

Bicantennial.

Each month has its own handsome postersize drawings
by Kahonh®s Clayton Brascoupe and Carl Winters. A
reduction of one month's drawing Is at the right.
Important events affecting npative Americans are re-
corded on the days on which they octurred throughout
history. The cycles of our grandmothar, the moon, are
given in different native languages and the phases of
the moon are noted. The calendar is large ~ 17 x 22
inches - and each page is & sepamste work of art,
suitable for framing long after 1976 has passed. It will
fit in nicely in homes, social centers, places of work.

But order now, before this printer’s run has been
exhausted, so your calendar will be on hand by

January 1.

Calendars can be sent as gifts, each mailed in a separate
tube to an address you have supplied to us, with a gift
card with your name and message enclosad. Or we can
wpply them to you in quantities for distribution in

your Own way.

RESOURCES
1976 NATIVE AMERICAN CALENDER READY

We Are Savereign Peoples.
We Shore Our Mother, This
Earth, With free
Crestures Who Still Follow
Their Original Weys,

They Provide Us Strength,
Guidence, And AnExample
Of Living In The Circle Of
Life.

Single calendars are $3 esch, mailed in cardboard tube to ensure that it

reaches you in good condition, You can order now from:

Native organizations can use the calendars for fund-
raiging — in quantities of 50 or more, there is a 50%
discount, plus shipping costs, Many groups use this asa
major income for their programs - and it helps
AKWESASNE NOTES to sutvive as well. The same

disoount applies to bookstores, student groups, even
but again, sarly ordering is important s

individuals
we can anticipate the proper supply.

WHOLESALE
CRAFTS

o

Motiowk baskstmakers keep turning out
fine baskets of many sizes and shapes,
uvaing black ath splint and swestgrass,
local moterivls. Basketmaking s one of
many old and useful weditions smong
the native people that has survived into
todsy, and may help us to survive in 1o
morrow. Some of the designs go into
the distant past: the pack-basket, cormn-
washing basket, storage baskets. Othert
sre more modern and fancy, like the
strawberry  basket, sewing baskets,
kettle baskets, pin-cushions, to mention
a few. They range in sixe from the tiny
thimble basket to the 24"-high pack-
basket,

There s also beadwork: nice sarrings,
neckiaces, hair-ties, chockers and others,
Loatherwork is limited, but there are
some headbands, bracelets, and belts,

Most are oneofakind items too
difficult to catalog. While we can fill
some individual orders, we highly re-
command tha crafts on 8 discount basis
for fund-raising. Far 8 church bazaar,
powwow, trading post, coffee party,
order a 30-day consignment. It will have
retall price tags totalling about $133,
and you will be billed for $100. Before
the end of 30 days, you can raturmn any
unsold (tems, or pay for those sold.
Paidfor unsold items can be returned
for Tull cradit or refund at any time.

INDIAN
TOBACCO

Each blend otKlNNl;(leNtl( h‘
representative of the mixtures for
social snoking. The blends we have:

Eastern Woodlands
Thousand Campfires
Oid Chippewa Straight
Moha

For tobaoco shops, commercial outlets,
crlortundn:wmbywouz.p
suggest a sam pment of #X two-
ounce of each of the 6 blends
for $25 postpaid. That's a 1/3
discount. Returns permitted any time
Order from: AKWESASNE NOTES,
Mohawk Nation, via Roosevaltown,
New York 13683,

AKWESASNE NOTES
Mohawk Nation

via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683

tefephone (518) 358-4597

TADPES

The tapes listed in this column are part
of a wseries for schoofs, discussion
groups, tape lbmries, radio and indi
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SELF DETEAMINATION, COLONIALISM,
AND CAPTIVE NATIONS: “Mow can we
re-libarste without one of the con-

Whent power

Decoen

One of the pages of the AKWESASNE NOTES 1976 Calendar (reduced size)

RUSSELL MEANS TALKS: sbout the AIM

GLA

GRACE BLACKELK ~ Three women
active in the occupstion tell of rewrvation
conditions and their fight for it
detarmination 45 minutes

52>
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BUFFY STE. MARIE: talte with Broneids
Whesior and dwscriber her shildhood and her
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OUR OWN PUBLICATIONS

VOICES FROM WOUNDED KNEE, 1973: The People
Are Standing Up. The story of the liberation of
Wounded Knee in the words of the participants, culled
from 100 hours of tape recorded while the occupation
was in prograss. |t is accompanied by 200 photographs
and several maps. This sccount i3 essential reading for
anyone who wants to understand this episode of the
struggle for human dignity and freedom in North
America, 282 pages, $4.95.

R e e T

BIA: I'M NOT YOUR INDIAN ANY MORE: with the
Twenty Points of the Trall of Broken Troaties. $1.95,
. The story of the
Indion Atfairs
heoadquarters In Washington, D.C,, in 1872, The book
slso contains the position paper of the group which
could revolutionize Indian/US. relationships — plus
the official White House reply, and a rebuttal to the
White House. This dislogue will be heard throughout
the 18708 — or until it demands have been granted., It
neads to be understood — and acted on — by every
ULS, citizen and every native porson,

TIAHUANACO MANIFESTO proclaimed by Native
People of Bolivia, 8 pages, 25 cents,

Speaks of the importance of Quechua and Ayama
cultures today, with & recap of the Spanish Conguest
and tha current economic situation. Demands for new
leodership and better education in rural arees. A
people’s voice well spoken. An INDIGENA series,

DECLARATION OF BARBADOS. Thiz pemphlet
should be discussed thoroughly by all students of
anthropology, by church officials, and afl concerned
people. The declaration is a beacon for the role of
nonnative scholars and missionaries who wish to
associate with native peoples. 25 cents.

NATIVE COLOURS, a book of poetry by
Karonisktatie, covering the years of his life when he
was sent out to an Eastern prep school until his return
to his peopie and his beginning 1o understand the
meaning of the Old Ways. Beautifully designed, (Tlus-
trated, and writtan by the poet — a colorful presenta-

g
8
|;
e
8

THE GREAT LAW OF PEACE, the Iroquois
Constitution, giving the law that tells the way followed
by Iroquois councils for & thousend years now. ft was
this government that created a United Nations in Narth
America thet still exists. It was this government, 100,
that gave its ideas to the United States of America
when it was just a baby 200 years ago. This tranglation
‘:1?0. English ks illustrated by Kahonhes, B4 pages,

N T —— L e e T SRR LT ot e
All resources listed here are available from
AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk Nation, via
Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683. Please add a small
amount to your order to help with postage and
handling.

All resources listed here are also available In
wholesale quantities at standard discounts for
resale in bookstores, shops, and by organiza-
tions.

Also, AKWESASNE NOTES mails books to
native people and other devotees of the news-
paper, If you can, add a doliar or two to your
book order — we will match it with an equal
amount of our own and send 2 book or books
to brothers and sisters behind bars.

Eriands, we have recelved many orders
for Migration of the lroguois and A
Message For All People: Hopl Prophecy.,

INDIGENA
[INDIGENA

®

e POsters Available From AKWESASNE NOTES s

PAMPHLET SERIES
people coopernte  with

25, Circle of Life (last Issue).

Both bookists are being reprinted at this
time, and orders will be sent out as soon
8 the books are in from the printers,
probably not until February 15,

The pamphlet, “A Hord Look At
American Catholic Folklore™ by
Richard Lundstrom i also out of
print. It will be reprinted together with
the article in this issue by Lundstrom in
the “Best of Akwesasne Notes™ serles,
and will be avallatie around March 1,
probably for 50 cents.

VOICES FROM WOUNDED KNEE is
o now in short supply — we will ship
orders until the supply is exheusted, and
then wait until & new shipment has been
received from the printer, probably
wbout February 1, If you order VOICES
and do not receive a copy immediataly,
this is the reeson for the delay.

Snow Bird
Red Doy

AKWESASNE NOTES in the publication
of pamphiets on the native peaples of
the Amercicas, INDIGENA aho hes (s
own publications svailable from POBox
4073, Berkeley, Calitornia. )

The following pamphiets are avail-
able for 25 cents each:

THE SITUATION OF INDIAN
PEOPLES IN GUATEMALA: A
cleat explanation of agrarian ex-
ploitation, political domination,
and ideological opprassion of the
native Mayan population by those
who have taken another way and
foreign interests,

TIAHUANACO MANIFESTO pro-
claimed by Native Peopls of
Bolivia, Speaks of the importance
of Quechua and Ayama cultures
today, with a recap of the Spanish
Conquest and the current economic
situstion, Demands for new leader-
ship and better education in rural
areas. A peopla’s voice well spoken.
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wwows ~ 100 can be shipped

THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS
WOMEN IN COLOMBIA: a strong
statement by native women, made
in the 1920s, ond like the others in
this series, strikingly Hustrated by
Miguel Sague. This iz not a dry legal
statement, but a stirring, strong,
emotional manifesto of the women,

THE INDIAN SITUATION IN
8RAZIL TODAY: Outlines the
nature of the genocidal war being
waged ngainst native people of the
Amazon., Destruction of communi-
ties |8 documented,

BOOKS TO PRISONERS: Native
people and other devotees of
AKWESASNE NOTES who are im:
prisoned need reading materisl badly —
andd often they do not have the finances
to make purchases. If you can, add a
doller or two to your book order — we
will match it with an equal amount of
our own and send a book or books to
brothers and sisters behind bavs.

Fltheny 20 Rush-Gatherer 21 Bear-Belly
Chiel

26. Crow Dog (this issus)

In sach lasue of AKWESASNE NOTES, there is & centerfold poster. The entire serios Is avallable as separate
posters, printed on hasvy poster paper of various colors, They are 17 x 22 inches. Any combination of posters
avallable at X for $1 or 50 cents sach, phas 25 cents for a cardboard malling tube, We reserve the right to
mbg fute when we are out of stock. The posters are also excellent fund-raiting |tems for schools, groups, fairs,
. an assorument, for $25,

Order from AXKWESASNE NOTES Mobaswk Nation, via Rocsveltown, N.Y, 13643,

EED

1 am an artist
I paint pictures of love
wupon the fallen leaves . . .
words brimming with colour
are left on muchrooms for
travellers of the wood
toread ..,

was poetry editor for




This fs a partial listing of books available

throagh AKWESASNE NOTES. Still
more titles were listed in the last lssue,
and mon titles wmbelktedinthcml

Multi copies. of any title sold by

are available for resale at dis-
counts of 20% for books from other
publishers, and 40% for our own publi-
cations, it's a chance for classrooms,
church study groups, or others wanting
to us¢ & book or pamphlet - or for
individuals and boolwom who want to
resel]l books to their customers.
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POEMS FROM THE PEOPLE

COME TD POWER, aditee! by Dick Lourie,
Same good tew cotthmporary netive posts,
with 3 knawledgmble introduction by Joseph
Sruchac. §3.946,

FOR NO ONE KNOWS WASWANIPI by
Hugo Miller. A collection of songe and poems
about the inland Cree ol James Say. With
photos. §2.75, including

The white man always ssia the same
And makes Nit poper fuse

Why don’t yoo drop thase Indian cisims
Why can't you be like u?

Why don't you et a job, they sy

Why gon’t you, why, why, why - 7

But In thele hoart we heae them say,
Why dan’t you people die.

~ Huga Miller

THE INDIANS 800K recorded and pdited
by Notabin Curtis. A standard work In athoo-
musicology from seriier this century, with
140 songs in full notation, with other material
on native culwe, 585 p,, $5.00

THE MAGIC WORLD, edited by Willlam

Brandon, Imaginative translintioos, with an ex-

ceflant introduction on the nature of native

poetry. Highly recommended, §2.95,

e a———
THE I1ROQUOIS

APOLOGIES TO THE I1ROQUODIS by
Edmund Wilson, A white weiter's impessalons
of Longhouse poopln he Somacted in the
19604, showing the roots of current thought
anid acthviem, $1.85, peperbiack, 300 peges.

THE IRCOUOIS by Frank Speck, Nios
photographu of roguals crafes and & sarvey of
F’?M”“*w.ﬁ“'

mﬂi

by Eliabeth Tooker,
wpproschis tHE Eiterbony It 4

book, thece s vluatse information around

which readars can Inetill the progier spirit, 179
§1., hardeaver only, §7.50,

THE IROQUOIS IN THE AMERICAN
AEVOLUTION, by Barhers Geayrmount, Al
lhmh fromn & non-indan persoective, this is

Wl scholarly work for Hicentannial raad-
ing, 286 p,, hardoover, $13.00.

PARKER ON THE 1R00UOIS: Collected
Work of Arthur C. Parloer, odited by Wm,
Fentan. Contulns Troquols Lises of Maize snd
Othw Food Planty; The Code of Hendsome
Luko, and The Comntitution of the Fivwe
Notlons. A wolushie refacenct work, NOW
AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK ot 485,

THE NATIONS

CHEYENNE MEMORIES by John Stands
Timber, The rocounting of Chayennn tradi-
tiors by & keeper of the oral litevwtrs of thit
metion. $2.25,

CHICKASAWS try Arrell M. Gitnon, Thw Hirut
book-jength history of the Chickasaw Nation,
recoanting thelr J50-yast struggle 1o malntain
thesr idnntity . Mardcower only, $8.86,

INDIAN AFFAIRS IN COLONIAL NEW
YORK. The Sevinisanth Century, by Allen
Tivlwnse. Retricing the warly steps of Europe-
an intrusion on Groat Turtle lslend, A goodly
portion of the book daals with the Iroauol.
Hardeover anly, $12.00,

OJBWA WOMAN: Maie and Female Life
Cycles Among the Oiibwa Iodiany of Western
Omuarly, by Ruth Landes. An ethnologic field
study, rather than the vies of § participant,
but il contalnt tome valusbie insights,
Faperbacs, 285 payes, $2 25

PENOBSCOT MAN by Frink G, Speck. The
Yory of Penobecat Hie: sheltar, hunting, fish-
ing, travel, food, arts and spclal lite, Mard-
Sover anly, $12 50,

THE SAN CARLODS STORY & UPDATE: »

lwmnllnm of articles in thoe Arirons Dally

Htar on thw hard times and corruption and
siruation of the Apaches. §1.75,

fHE SUN DANCE PEOPLE: The Plains

Lﬁlﬂm Thale Past and Present, written wed
. by Richard Erdoes, A sensitive
lofl’soobln struggle. 215 pages,

{

RESOURCES

LETTEAS AND NOTES ON THE
MANNERS, CUSTOMS AND CONDITIONS
OF THE NOATH AMERICAN INDIANS by
Gaorge Catlin, A noted artisy who took mxten-
sive notes of hizs 19th Century travels on the
lives of the people who treated him o well. In
wo volumes, sach $4.00. Totwl of 530 pages,
312 Hustrations,

MIDOLE FIVE by Francis LaFlesche, Lite as
s student in 4 Presbyterian Mission School in
narthoastern Nobrasks at the time of the U.S,
Civil War, Twoculture striggie in » clamic of
notiwr Americsn (iterotwre, Especially re-
commended to high schools #nd upper gredes
s & corrective 10 Hollywood's “movie
Indian” distortion. $2.50.

THE MOJAVE OF THE COLORADO: Pagm
of History, A pamghint of 24 pages, |Hustrs-
ted, 60 centa,

MY LIFE AS AN INDIAN by JW. Schulte,
The story of @ white man's sojourn amang the
Blackfoot, marcinge with a Blackfoot warnan,
hunting and tighting, $1.26.

NATIVE AMERICANS OF CALIFORNIA &
NEVADA: A Handbook by D Jeck D,
Forbes, Includes discussion on basic concepts
for understanding retive history. 187 p.,
paparback, 84 85,

THE NETSILIK ESXIMO by Asen Ballkoi,
An anthropological view of the Psople of the
Seal, 8395,

INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA by Marold
E. Driver, Native civilizations fraom the srtle
fact of daily e, from the Arctic to Paname

ot the high points of thelr historim, 25 plates,
s sc;m for snthropalogy students,

INDIANS OF THE NORATH PACIFIC
COAST, adited by Tom McFeat, Seventaen
antheopologists o ot [t on the coast, telling
haw they see it from the Canadian Docdar o
southeastern Alashn, Some have insight,
wthers ot mach, but the richnes of life
shinex through. Papertack, $2.96.

INDIANS OF THE NORTHWEST COAST by
Phillp Drucker. Natural History Series, A
comprohonsive study of tha people from
Yakutat Bay 1o the northern coant of Calis
fornia, tHustrated with 70 drawings wnd
photogrephs. Papeback, §2.50,

INDIANS OF THE WESTERAN OREAT
LAKES: 16161760, by Vernon Xinietz.
Based on the latters and ournals of European
traders, missionaries, and otficials who visited
the Miami, Ottaws, Potawstoml, and
Chippewa in the yesrs bofors European con-
et had changed the fitestyle. 426 p., peper:
back, $2.95,

ISHI, LAST OF MIS TRIBE by Theodom
Krocher., One by one, the Yahi died until
thare remaingd a single survivor «~ the man
who became known ms Ishi, 95 cents,

THE WORK OF THE HANDS

AMERICAN lNDIAN AND ESKIMD
BASKETRAY: A Key To idemtificorion by
‘and Pierrs Bovie. Hardoowsr

AMERICAN INDIAN NEEOLEPOINT
OESIGNS For Plllswe,
Other Pmbvmm Grig

nmmp ‘transfarrable to
o — uselul , 100, 17 de
dgns. $1.50,

AMAZON INDIAN DESIONS by Hjalmar
Stolpe. 190 desigm from Seailan and
Guiaran wood carvings. £2.26,

WHEN CLAY SINGS oy Syro Baylor, \Husirg.
td by Tom Bahti. An excelient geft book
tinging opoetically of the raturel way of life
expressod in pottery, Grmer meaning for kids.
Hardoowwr only, $405,

DESIGNS ON PREMISTORIC MHOM
POTTERY by Jesse W, Fewbes, Sikyatk! and
its pottery: srtifocty formed before Sparish
and other Eurgpean slaments were involved,
67 plates, 195 text illustratione. $3.50.

INDIAN BLANKETS & THEIR MAKERS by
Goorge Jumes, Owner'’s manusl or wish-book,
with excellent photographs. $5.00.

PRE-MISPANIC MEXICAN SETAMP
DESIGNS by Fraderick V. Fisid, Marw than
600 besutiful designa from ancient clay cylin-
ders. Thase designa can be uted on mu:.
textiles, leother, meotsl, and ceramics.

PUEBLO DESIGNS by H.P. Mera. An nralysis
of n waliknown and freguentiy-used design,
krawn a5 the “Rainbleg™, 176 llustrations,
113 p,, 5250,

PUEBLY POTTER. A Stuay of Crastive
Imagination it Primitive Art. 160 p., 38 color
platas and hundreds of two-colar ilkusirations,
paperbound. How the parsoral slemant s ax-
prenind In @ time-honceed structurs of sym-
boliven, $300,

TSIMSHIAN INDIANS AND THEIR ARTS
by Viola Garfield and Paul Wingert, A study
of & creative cultute and the role of wt in life,
91 pages, paperbeck, ilustrated, $2 85,

T e T
BIOGHAPHIES

ASHINI, by Yves Theriautt, The fictionshieed
sutobiography of & Montagasls hunter, con:
cerning his relations with matore, his own
peopie, ind the white world. $2 50,

LOUIS RIEL by George Stonley. The (ife of
the Tounder of Manitoba, the lender of the
Metie, st ong f the most ramarkable figures
of Coredian history, whose dream stifl Hives,
400 p.. papertack, 84 95,

NO FOREIGN LAND: The B of A
North Amaerican Indian, by Wilt etior pod
W.G. Pools. Tells of life on and off the reser-
sation, encounters with raciem, snd swerenes
ot Indlan identity, told by 8 native philo.
sopher, Hardcover only, $6.95,

POUNDMAKER, by Norma Sfuman. Life of 8
great Crem oretor and peacemaker who lved
in the mid-1800s. 301 pages, hardcover oaly,
57595

STHANGE ENPIAE, by Joseph Howerd. A
biography of Louis Risl — an important pect
af history movingly told. A lengthy highly-
readatile book, Softcover, $5.95,

TATANGA MANI|, by Grant MacEwan, Chief
Walking Butfalo of the Stoney Nstion and
wostern Canadian histaey as it happened
around him, A teacher for our thme, $3.66.
TENDOY, CHIEF OF THE LEMMIS, by
Duvid L. Crowder. Tandoy thooght It best 10
howtow 1o every white imarest to save his
poople, and would probsbly today be called
st Apple, When people wik sbout ""coopora:
tion™, hava them reed this book, and ask what
rm\mw $2.75.

e ————

LEGENDS, FABLES, MYSTERIES

SON OF RAVEN, SON OF DEER by George
Clutesi. Towelve fobles of the Tseabaht, West
Coast People, A good chikiren's book, Herd.
cover, $4 86,

THE WOLF AND THE RAVEN! Totam Poles
of Southeastern Alssks by Viola Garfield and
Linn Fercest. 67 photos and the legends 10 go
with each pole. Where litarnturs and art com-
bine, $355,
THE WORLO'S RIM: Great Mysteries of the
Nocth Amorican Indians by Hartley Buer
Alaxmnder . Native philosophy. §1 95,
e —t—

NOVELS

CHEYENNE AUTUMN by Mari Sandozx. It
wos September, 1878, The Cheyennm
numbarad 278, the soldiers numbered 10,000,
This book s & triute Lo their 1 S00-mile trek,

Paperback, $1 65,

FIG TREE JOHN by Edwin Corie. An em-
bittered Apoche™s 10 ralse an Apache
gan in the fece of “civilization™. Although

Corle tahes extrerss lterary license in con-
warting » reeldife Cafifornia native men into
novel of an itimeramt Apache, It i1 & terse ond
exciting character study . Paperbeck, $2A5,

| HEARD THE OWL CALL MY NAME by
Margaret Craven, About a young priest with
two Years to v, and the Kwekiut! Psopls
who mech him much about 1ife — end who
e puying the price for the death of their
ration in the proowss, The recent TV drameti-
sution i trom this book. $1.25 paperbeck,

LAUGHING B0Y bv Dﬂu ufcp. A

eluictmb::? lite, poetically and
Pulitaer Prize noval, $2 AS.

NTSUK, -wmw.mm trane-
muvmnm W

n Montsgnals woman
compares e with urtmn mb.s.
OWL'S SONG Junet Campbsell A
Mirian.%v firmt nowsl: i1 mo
M ths whits world, A -nm\n
portrayal of 3 Td-yeor -old's struggle to rermain
Inglan. $4 50 hargcover only,

SEVEN ARROWS by Myemeyohats Starm, A
controversinl nowed of the Cheyvanne which
han provoksd both gret affection and strong
disguet, The hardcover adition s $1286, and
1he softoover is $5.95.

SOUL CATCHER by Frank Herbert, Anuther
youth, caught batween fwa worlds, decide
upon retribution Toe his peaple in o spell:
binding novel you won't put down, $1.26,

WHEN THE LEGENDS DIE by Hal Borlend,
The book is better than the mavie. A young
nitive boy, torn bDetween two woridy, Hinds
his ancestral ways, slone, 96 centy.

By speclal srrangement with the
Nationa! Indian 8rotherhood of Canada,
we are distributing NI8 publications.
They have rolevance throughout North
America, and will give fresh ideas to the
“U.5." native scene.

INDIAN CONTROL OF INDIAN
EDUCATION. A yettobe Implemented
policy paper pressnted to Canede's Ministor
of Inddian Affairs, $2.00,

ABORIGINAL PEOFLE OF CANADA AND
THEIR ENVIRONMENT. Native people give
thalr words on whet progeess hes done and
will do 1o the land and itz people, $2.00.
——— ey
POISONING WITH PROGRESS

THE JAMES BAY DEVELOPMENT PRO-
JECT: A Trojan Mortn, by Dorothy
Aosenberg and Luck Kowaluk, A pamphliet
roprinted from Qur Geperation describing
how this peoject is se disastrous for white folk
2¢ It is Tor the native people who will be dis-
placed, 25 cents.

MINAMATA by W. Eugane Smith and Allesn
M. Smith., The story of the poisoning of a city
on 8 Joponess island, snd of the people who
chase 10 corry the burden of courngs, “The
morality that polmbn Is criminal only after
fogal conviction it the morality thet couses
pollution.'” Photographs yoa will never farget.
$10.00, softoover,

"QDRD!R: Send check or monay order 10 AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk Nation, via Roomvwitown, N.Y. 13683 US.A.

.

HOME LIFE

GAHEI OF THE NORTH AMERICAN
Stewart Culin, This volume

SES AND NOUSE LIFE OF
RICAN ABORIGINES by

Morgen, Mouse architecturs of the natlve
peoples of North and Central Americs, and ita

reistion to family form. Written & century

#90. 56 iliustrotions, $2 98,

e e —— ————
INTEANATIONAL WORKGROUP

The Interrationsl Workgroup for -
digenous Affairs is a non-political non-
religious organization concerned with
the oppression of ethnic groups in vari-
ous countries. It publishes a series of

DngAHATION OF BARBADOS: co-
published by AKWESASNE NOTES, A nate-
mant on the role of antheopologhts snd

churduﬂn ptevanting opprassion. § pegee, 28

YRIBAL SURVIVAL IN THE AMAZON:
THE CAMPA CASE by John Sodiey, Co-
publlM by AXWESABNE NOTES, 15
BIBUOORAPHY OF THE INDIGENOUS
PROBLEM AND POLICY OF THE
BRAZILIAN AMAZON REGION
(1957-1873), 44 pages, $1.20.

THE URGENT SITUATION OF THE CUIVA
INDIANS OF COLOMBIA by Benard
Arcand, 28 pages, 70 cente,

THE FOREST INDIANS IN THE PRESENT
POLITICAL SITUATION OF PERU by
Stafana Varess, 29 pages, 70 centa,

THE ANATOMY OF A LAND INVASION
SCHEME IN YEKUANA TERRITORY,
VENEZUELA by Walter Coppena. 24 pages,
70 cents.

THE ACHE INDIANS: GENOCIDE IN
PARAGUAY by Mark Mungsl. Manhunts
1875atyle wnmluﬂvrduulhcm.lf
pages, $2.00,

THE DYNAMICS OF THE YE'CUANA
{“"Mecquiritare”) POLITICAL SYSTEM:
Swbility anet Crisls. 24 pages by Nelly Arveto
Jiminaz, 70 cents,

TRIBAL SURVIVAL IN THE ALTO
MARANON: THE ARUARUNA CASE by
Henning Siveris, 82 pages, §1.80,

THE BRAZILIAN INDIGENOUS PROBLEM
AND POLICY: The Examols of m
National Park by Carmen Junqueira, How
Brazilian Government viclates Ita own
palicies, uulu the axtermination of m
peoples, §1.00,

NATIVE
ML M

mmocmrst;
e.w
....;'.:2' i

wulw PEOPLE OF CENTRAL PERU;
Their Struggle to Survive by Richerd Chass
Smith, A ocolonized jungle people's fight.
$1.20,

HYDRAULIC DEVELOPMENT AND ETH.
NOCIDE: THe Mazatec and Chinantec People
of Ousxsca, Mexico, by Alicks Barabes and
Migue! Bartolome. Caplitallst davelopmant
means sthnocide s # nation's broad sconomic
and political serve the needs of the
Muxican state. 50 cerids,

THE ACHE INDIANS: Genocldn Continues
1 Paraguay, 8y Mark Munzgd, 90 centa,
BAAZILIAN INDIGENOUS PROBLEM AND
POLICY: The Arigusre Park by Jeon
Chisppino., 50 cants.

INDIANS OF EASTEAN BOLIVIA: Aspects

of thale Preswnt Situation, A
£3.00 by Jurgen Rimter

e ———
THE BLUE CLOUD ABBEY SERIES

A Benedictine abbey in South Dakota
puts out some of the nicest parnphiets
witsble for pleasant reeding at home
and in schools. Each is besutifully de-
vgned, about 12 pages in length, They
e 25 cents each, or six four choice) for
$1.25,
A STORY FAOM CHARLIE s told to Slate
Susan, In eatligraphy, from Turtle Mountain,
BUFFY SAINTEMARIE and

of the Indlon situation, mmu Bu?:m
SMALL EYES' LAST HUNT — a fing short
story 10 read to grandchildeon, or to grands
pareants,
MANABOZHO POEMS — poems sbout one
of the greest heroes of the Eastern Native
People by Joe Bruchac,
NORTHWEST COAST SONGS — free sdepta-
:lo: by David Cloutier, based an traditions!
oxis
“IN OLD AGE REMEMBERING . -
Powms, pictures, prose,
THE KOKOPILAN CY Ichas!
Castro, Tales of the Hopi, i dbadtl
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Chicano Solidarity

BROTHERS & SISTERS: Ax » Chicuna and @

for the liberation of all
/ in complete solidasity with
AIM and ol other Indian movements of
wifdetermination. | hope you continuw e
cessfully in your efforts to put sut an
informative newspaper,

i

|

Pachaco
Menio Park, Californis

In Memory of David Roberts, Cache Creek 1973

NOTES: | Wke to recollect the surwner of
1974, :

car wouwld de Jeaving soon,
In my think ! thought of Wounsled
Knes, which

?3353
s i?
~3ids

That was how we happened
m'fmkhn:’w A'
C] . At
mingte, he made a decidion to go.
woy, | cosched him on the
the seriausoess of It wll Importently,
Him of how warrlors prapwced long
the stores of the deeds of younger
Wounded Knee and the
wam'‘t feft out, for without that it would be

382
MR

The night before, my brother and | and a
wister st arownd a campfire telling of pagt
wverts. | was happy (0 sew and hesr my
youngey brother tell his part of the sories ~
in my thinking, he wea Dringing hma'f out
more then usual, Ne mode ur lavgh and

desoms of himm and my other younger
brather, Asi L mmiling ar me, | know they
ars doing i the spiritusl worid — 1w

picked ws up. You know, there wae a Jor of
power ln that carmvar — grand fathers bivsed
W even at Pocllamwat MIN where truth
qVUng 0 abowt this demogestic country of
ours In ewery major city we entered, we
were pever lpnoredt, Our aim wae to bring
out ireims WHICH are dewer dealt with ot the
peopie’s level,

All thee procesdings | et owell in me
because of my befinf, | knew suffering |
knew what swery Indian family has sxperi-
moed. | It it flow in me. Everyons hat
puwpos in that cacavan

These Mmo!rvnkmommmm
and to the coming af the purification of this
worth, Sww, our people will suffer. Sure,

orture. 8¢ stroag in the falth i the Crmetor
- this h will piww s hope and the
wirty port of ws will be washod sway ¥0 that
ONOF againt W cant have a clean living.

My father, Jomes Aohesty, snd my olde
hatktrather Ray and my younger sistev,
Judy, aad I hope to travel dack to Beitish

’;’ R Quochegan
c/iy Roy
Moosorws, Ontario POL 1Y0

firest vein of my Hfe.

My Country — a Natiw Indian Nation by
- wiutm You In solidarity and

fraternal Seothorhood. We shall  owvercome,

The Groet Spirit Biesses s,

Tu hermana del coreson,
Lollte Labron
Faderal Prison for Wormen

Box A
Alderson, West Virginis 24010

Relearning Our Ways

Yadr'deh NOTES: You are probedly faeniiis:
with Nivaho Community Collepe This college
s located in Tealle, Navaho Natloa, Acizona
Secror. it M a tworyaar inatitute of bigher
soucation The collegn's Roard of Regents how
chaged that NCC Navaho 8 Indion $tudies
{shoult]/ bagin develaping their own Native
Amacican ytudy materials, decause many edu-
carignal Institutions have been uging tudy
matarie wiich dealt with netive Amariceos ax
the varishing peopie, ar a sub-Hiuman rce, o
Native Amarican-Studies iy traated ar aothro
pologlion’ matecia) and taught ar sueh

I prowdly sey we notive Ameeicant delinitely
have our own practiced ways of living,
beliaving, and our own concepts an lite and
wayz of sconony, | am Dine, Navaha, and
cortainty have bean trying 10 re-heavn the ways
of my blood and hope to live by the besit
oconcapt of /iving that Dine heve, Becouse of
the pubdiic education | cecelved from the
non-{ndian, | have been put at a disadvantoge
of not truly Anowing the weyt of the Dime,
The oncom! penevations of native
Americans oot be put in the wme
disadvantage some of us have had.

Contemporary
mmmmnkmwzwmm
finding peoply who would be willing to pes
on knowledge about their music, dence, and

Cleaning Our Personal Ecology

GENTLE EARTH FOLK; | st ooly what /s
provided by the sarth. Without cooking or
Newting, my dist has beon raw frult, nuts,

So whar, youmxl-y, The sarth Is baing
destroyed by corpovete  Hpoffeiss
peoduction machine, We rrust stop supposting
ol destructive merchanclise that this monstw
puty forth. | do mot wish to huy s can or jar
or packege of aaything. These outer
containery ars piling up everywhess, twning
lhl: planet Inta globel gerbege dump. Wake
up

Ar locusts devouring the crops, cities ae
devouring the countrysick, Small and farge
gentiebeings of the snimal kingdom are di-
appeariog from the face of the sarth, The cry
of the wild is so loud It Is deafening, but can
It b heard sbowe the whine of industry?

What con | do, you may say. Do not teke part
in the desrruction As quickly ax you am abiw,
cmate using, buying, comsuming sl things that
dextroy owr ssrth mother. Qur brothers und
¥atury are wiroady dyfng from merculy poison
ing, concer, malnutrition and worse, apathy.
Plossn o nat div. Awaken, plesse, Clwen your
own persane! ecology naturally with the vse
of raw food in senxivie balance,

Aloha i fow!

Mark Andrew Plart
Kay, Hawall

Self-Sufficient Freedom

NOTES: By allsnating ourselves from the
whiteman, we only seperate oursalves from
the hrothers and sisters who e siocersly
trying 1o get in touch with the sarth, We can
fmare frovm eech other,

Many of vur sizters and brothers who five on
resorvetions Mave & severe (imited choice of
the foods they can eat. Many foods can be
grown anywhere! Just becouse yowr
groat-grandpacents weee huntaes and only ate
et iz no axcuse for eeting wiite man's
processed, addicting [(sugar), cancer<suting
trash, [t wowld eost sbaut ane-tenth of two
weak ‘s worth of travh Tood far snoug!t meed o
plant a pavden 1o foed @ faemily of sven for e
whole smaron,

Get closer to our mother, the sarth, Nesling
the sty should be the first step In unifying
al netive peoples, or people clom to the

Te hwa! the micth, we it be in hacmony
with owr mother, by taking our mowsshment

o v ax p e. By -~
medicine the medicine plents that came from
her bosom, by looking for guidence from owr
medticine peopls, whose guickence comes from
the Great Spirit.

We muust be i Asemony with oue mother the
owrth in ordler to overcome thiv white man's

why you hew o be

contimaally ripped off by the white mﬂm
w

o A & Cor e
fat midktloman ot by buying,

Frowdom atarty by bwing setfsufticieor. You
don't have to o white man's doctors to
hea! your of neturally<consed nmge
Only white mon's disesses take white man's
cures, and the only way to svold shite man's
dissaees Iy by not ssting white man's fpods
and drinking his alcohol,

Tridw! Healing Council
Aoute 7, At. 113 Ewst
Milon, Ohio 44845

A WKLDOC Client Speaks

NOTES: ["we been fighting for the Amwrigan
Indiany Mawement the past 2% yeors, and as |
look Deck on the rosd "ve been on, | e » lot
of costly mixtakes

AIM helped me to rpdn kmowledye of our
socred way of e, Thix iz the direction we
should howe always taken, but ot times, we
iooked to @ humaen for dicection snd weee fed
off the road. | guess this supports that one
PUys stwtamaent, “to err iy hgman ™

00

—

| fee! the time i3 Dere oow when mors sod
mory of our people are learning 10 respect
Grandfathey, Mother Earth, anf ol our rele-

tribe and owr notion,

Would you meke » request for the roeders
that the Wounded Knes Legw Dofense/
Offense Committess are doing & ;
Job and any donetions wowld help, They pet
mantly small checks but it iz these that keep
our logal srattf going,

/0 Wounded Knae Legal Defensa/
Offense Cammittes

POBox 2307

Rapid Oity, Sovth Dakota 87701
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ayne Lives

ES: It appowrs ewident by reading your
e abour the yertierent of Ganiemkeh

deep oD,
and itz Matory throughout the sges.
that John Wayne ives in the hearts

-~ o, New Jersry

In Defense of Wm. Mcintosh

NOTES: | grostly resent your refersnce on
the 1975 Calendar that Chiet Willlam
Melntosh was n traltor, | hope If you are
praparing another calandar for 1976 that you
wilt sngage the services of an acourste histori-
o

Those who zmassinated Wilkiam Mcintmsh
after the signing of the Creok-US, Govern-
ment Troaty for ramovsl of the Creeks from
Goorgle to Oklohoma were @ small tsction of
the Creaks. Thelr leader said some yesrs liter
that ho had made s terr s mistake in killing
Melntosh,

When Mcintosh signed that treety in 1826, he
thought he was doing the best for the Cronks.,
Life wur bocoming very md in Georgis where
whites wars moving In on Indlan land, roping
the women, stealing from the Intlace, ridi
cufing Indian ways, selling whiskey, and dis-
rupting the |lifestyles of the Cresks, After
many years of negotiationt with the US.
Gowrnmant, Mcintosh thought the Creeks
hoad the best plan for presarving thele way of
Ble on the promised Indlan Tarritory which
was o hewve Deen barred from white migra.
tan, It was an awesome responsitility that
fell upon Willlam Mcintosh's shoulders. He
was A setlown hardworklng and sacrificing
hutf-rend, who gave his (ife for the Creek
peopie. You de him a grave Injustics 10 isbel
him a4 you &id in the 1975 calender,

Jare Mcintosh
Denwer, Colorado

(The oaly refaronce we see to Willlem
Macintosh is for May 1, It reeds, “Wiklism
Mactmrosh, ohinf of the Lower Creeks,
foughr for the Americans in the War of
19712, He was a prominent leeder in the
Bartte of Horseahoe Bend in Alabama, For
Nie part in selling off Crock land swer of
the Misstxgipgod, he was sentenced o desth
Dy the tridel council, and o this dote war
waocuted” Jane Macintosh’s letter sesms
0 confirm thess fects. As to the role of
Macintowh, wy leove it for Creeks to reply
to this fetter, Edirors.]

European Progress

NOTES: My cwlture brouvpht from Europe hay
Aad! gt mpst leax than 500 years ta get s 1o
thiv place, 1ty reelly fumny thet cattlemen

_tow discover buffalo grow very well here.

My cuct 0l mu of ae incint whish smys X
i o4 !y ircichon A 1
for abour Aseslpums hm‘.
_catmi Nun«dr:m:mm.:‘mm
man who right swey Dicked we pertx snd trivd

mecidonrally hit uoon the right combination,
{1 raok him a few hours, Than, the psycholo
gier showed the purzzie ta un lodiam man, who
didn't aven touch It for two ar thise deye Hw
Just Jooked at it once in a whike, Then, wiren
he wor ready, mpﬂm"upmmm

thme and In & momeant put al parts in
pluce

It takes time 1o do It right, | aoe,

Joan Cope

Poughk cvpaie, New York

The Buffalo Doctor Writes

NOTES: | road with intermt your erticle
the 8ytfalo-to-the-lndisny Project, but |
the point should be emphasized thet
agroement was made in 1965 by the Nationa!
Park Secvice and the Bureau of Indlan Affeirs
whersas these buffals were to go o the
Indian peopie

I'm having greet difficulty obtaining recors
hwrmamuufommw
e o!on'rmwnb:"y::;u':
are in the prooes of circutating

get the information, snd o get the projects
going. We wouwld spprociate help from any
people i the workd

Dwain Ciynmings, Batfalo Doctor

fix Manch E

42711 & Brooks Road

Musk agorn, Michigen 48444

Scaring The Dog

L3 &

5 dog it warel. We krow that voices
s together avw very strang

ore sending youw rorme of ow wictary
Monwy in solidecity. Love and struggle,

Rudwood Clty, California

TEgae

8rather-inmates of Raymond Scott at the New Mex ico State Prison remember | have tait like o rmember of the “Lost Tribe™
his recent passing, thinking, “In sesson hanging, the strong wind howls. As the ey '2'"."'"0““"' sl “'::,‘"M‘\"- } tried
mountain tumbles secrets upon the graat river, the redbird becomes one of those mm»mn I might becoma m“-"
flowing secrets now for it ix his to deliver the secrat wind to surmount on the from afar in what is happening thare, Aftar
winds of the proud esgle, so iy he a proud bird in flight, endlessly to soar many attempts At this, | finally became
through the blue-black sky and ax a lasting sithouette betweon the tall pines snd mu’ halping to establish a Native
the full moon . . Oh, Great Spirft, show us not the sim without the way, for ends Qontar

and maans on earth are so entangled, You change the other, too, and each new 'Wmmﬁl"‘:mf‘"’"m

path brings other ends in view.” :’:-n. %0 that we

ed
:
H
28z

children In ¢
"good old days™ on the raservation,
it fifly vy hoart with nd gladness to e
Eddie Doherty, a.grandfather to the Madonna House people ar Combermers, and. know the old ,.J:: ;,,',,'. e is being
Ontario, passed on May 4, 1975, on & day holy to his people A white pine tree taught tt:‘ou' c?l“l&u; me:u ! r:'-
deep oarth. membaer, It wes & life filled with much
knks s with roots ineo the the matarial things In the world, but & Iife
of lave for ons another, a life of Together-
ness, and a life of Wisdom taught by the many
M E. Abbo in hudln.ml’ t °mlc:l,‘i‘::td hd.‘and
< passed ? . 'm no o oven | can
ey e o the spirit world on May 31, 1975. May his spirit rosnamber oif thoss 4008 Whivigh 1 thaosd with
¥ my brothers and sisters on tha reservation. Of
the many burting experiences 1°ye had in lifte
mulfr.lonlvhw-tomnborthnb?ood
uporhneulmdnodﬁ!dmdlm‘ @ 0
Arziiee Langley, a medicine woman of the Choctaw people, passed on e g Mo e M T e MU0 oo
Novemnber 8 after 100 years of service to her people. She spoke Choctaw, ;
Alabama, Koasati, Franch, and some English She was the last spesker of the mm“‘m".r""

Mobilian Tsafe fanguage.
Purification in Prison

HAU KOLAL | hawe recslved the
Pete Beaverhesd passsd on at his home near Ronan, Montans, ot the age of ahatvq?-m.mlmmm

i
s

84, one of the oklest amd most revared of the People of the Flathead them. They mesn a fof to me, not only
Reservation, whers ha lived hiz entire life with his people and his heritage. o D e o
Before his passing, he encouraped & cultural program: “We need to help our brothers and sistery, the trus people.
children and our people now,” he sid, “The Indian Way is fast going.” His When | first started weiiing vou, | héd no
people will honor him by living his way of life and in speaking his retpect for no one whotsoevar. | condsmned
language, and cut down pecplo for what they did, | hea
no good thoughts for anything. But through
the material you sent me, you have helped me
1ake » good look et I, and realize » lot
T, S A
Jewell Thomas Knopf, an educetor in the Bayfield, Wisconsin school system, e gt
died at the age of 45 during a remerksble career in teaching her peopls, A :‘m:‘n:"mw.:“ it m'::.q”?:.a!
memorium s designated for her in Indian Education at Sayfiekl. She Bear
Clan,
Benold, | go forth 1o move around the sarth, — -
Behald, | go forth to move around the eacth, ™"
/ go forth as the great biack, beer.ohat &greet 11 courage.
To move onwerd [po ot y
mmmmwkcl:b«mrlmw great in courage,
, | 9o forth to move around the sarth.
Angwia Loks, the last survivar of Nation, w pecple whe fved iy Thers ol :
Fm,wmmu"mdes.d" autumn, Who will mourn her death and ma:m'txmm-mw
the passing of her pecple? . s tnuich If 1Ot MOre thaw my phveicel one,

Mare people should look at themmives and be
honsst and e the reel truth — not the truth
they wish to see. But they sre scared, as | win

Allrert Whitetiird, of the Odanah Band of Chippewas, passed on to the spirit scared, 10 seo this truth, Ones you

world August 15, He had worked fong and hard far the traditional movement, :‘,""""JWWOM‘"WM
mative rights, and he is remembered by those who heard him spesk as a genial, e

generous, far-sighted Individual. When White Roots of Peace people visited his ::" gratoful g ot Mﬁ'::' good
nation, he met them at the boundary of his nation, where he had a fire kindled, 0 Tkl s~ e By e =
to escort them 10 his home in the Old Ways of his peaple. He will be recognized Sien Marmsh

by the Old Ones. 2606 State St

PS. | want BRly Dean Hawk Wing 10 write
Tom Bad Cob, a Lakota chis!, passsd on In November, He had travelled to s

Washington, D.C,, to meet the President of the (LS. during the siege on [Resders can help AKWESASNE NOTES

Wounded Knee, and again during the siege on Pine Ridge this sutumn, Although mmmmz

Lakota Nation. Now others will carry on in his place, mourning his absence. write 1o we. Wa'll match thar money with
a1 aqual amount. The Editors.]

Ellison “Tarzan™ Brown, a Narragarsett man who twice won the Soston Giving A Few Minutes of Hope

Marathon and who competed In the 1936 Olympics, was killed aftar being run BROTHERS & SISTERS: | have something 1o
down by an automobile in Providence, Rhode Island, lste this summer, He was a sty to the many resdery of NOTES,
complex man, who aspired to the traditions! life. He was gentie with children, In every Isue of the NOTES, you will find
aggressive with enernies, loving of the earth, living simply, and avoiding the fettory from our brothers who are in peison.
demeening competition of European ways. He was 61, a legendary charactar in At one time, | wis one of thess people. Now |
his own lifetime. At lsast twice, he ran two separate marathons — 26 miles esch :"m"mmw&ﬂm%
— in less than 24 hours, Hiz trophies and medals were sold for food and clothing, our mother eareh The hate | once folt It now
or given fo friands. / couldrn’t eat 2 trophy,” he explained. The Narragansetts gone and | am at poace with myzelt,
have lost someone specisl. Thars are vvious ressons why { hawe become
D
that I received from my brothers wisters ot
The resetriement at Ganienkeh suffered their first bersavement with the passing ::’:’i’m s
of Skahsennati, the wife of Eddie Delaronde, mather to 15 children, and " e PRS- S
grandmother to over ane hundred young ones. She acted as clan mother for the pridng oyt oo Smasgrd s o
Bear Clan, and was known for her strong spirit and her advocacy. of positive write & shorr letter (o0 some of thes
action. She Is graatly missed by her refatives ardd her people at Ganisnkeh, where can mean mars then all the fon
the circle of life continues FYORTRTES (VSIS Sy Sy NIV,
with two new Ganfenkel) infants, born to Eintion and Kakwirakeren on October %ﬁ« l;:;a;-‘
17, and to Kanekon'a and Linds Eugene after the snows came Galvestan, Texas 77550
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' duphmmmudumm
spoake of the eternal going in a land where
sring haz kapt her creation young and strong
faces of eldory and warriars who heve gane onto
that hanging rosd remember us in voice of wind

! touch you now on innocent lace of curtain
drawn vecent to expose whitaness of
baone moon

whisper your name pretty muoccasing seross my naked
shoulders

taste your breath (o at/liness of decomber sky
kiss my child with the knowledge of a day

when you Sng songs to me
~ Walking Behind copyright 1975

If You Meet My Father

his name s lron priest

ha was born on a reseevation

he was grown in the oity

hia loved & black woman

he went back to the reservation

sha went back to her people

| o their daughter

with the name iton priest

e s
now 2

| hawe never hoard

tho cherokes language

If you meet my father

(his first nama Is johnny)

toll him hix d.
isan IRON Pﬂlg
- tsikagi iron priest

p.s.{you have seen my soul)
(this is & true happening)

Grest Spirit
deat no more
can hear you dgain
the dragonfiy of four wings
whispered o me
we are brothers
| hisgr your voice
In the winds, the trees , ,
rushing thru the tall grass
no longet an orphan
rounitad with mother earth
I hugged her to me and
haard the talk of the ants
who never forgot the old ways . . .
andd bring the stones

is Life

SIWLOK!

A tish in this ddsert!

Would you beligve? he swims In sand,
cuts thry currants of igneous rock

with fiarce fins, carries volcanic seeds

in his biunt jaws, wiolds o tornado

in his taitfin, sees thru mountaing

with eyes srmnuthyst or beryl or onyx,
and stores drought and monsoon

mide by side in twrquoise sales:

& mountain stream sounds its swift waters
cold always thru his deep porcelain gilh.

(No, | cannot prove. A coyote tald me.
You do not beliave in coyotes?
Al right. No one can force you.)

But once 1 hasrd on undarwatar sugh
near a dry cove with potsherds,
At once, a sand devil — Siwlok] —
rose tall into & perfect blue sky,
whitled soross the desert, chuming
oringe dust

I asked & Papago what it
meant. He looked at me with such eyes,
voleanoes that stayed under, as if | had
askod him 1o tell me about his mother’s
body. Then he smiled, meditating yonder
towards the sacred mountain, Baboquivarl,

“Go follow the Siwloki. Where it ceases

to whirl, you will find a rattiesnake,

coiled. Ask the rattlesnake, He

might tell you."

'm still fallowing the Siwloki:

'm learning to swim thru sand:

o rattler under my tongue:

Baboquivari is a Wave of an Ocaan that Knows

— Wil Inmoan

(T poem was first peioted (n MINOTAUR |,
published by Jim Gove in Alska.)

A Thou.nd Lives Boyond

Everywhere | have wdm in my long life
flowers bloom, insects hum, birds fiy

the mmum that is
stits In every desert snd in every mountain,
stirs In every stream and the oceans,
stirs in every bluff and guily
and every part of this land.
In every night | look up :
the sky is » thousand star é
and that life has moved over the aarth
will it move Into the sky?
in the day | look up
I do not see the stors
bt 1 know that bahind the sun
thore are a thousand more goings of life
whaen iife moves beyond the sun
will my children’s children ga with (€2
this night my mind travels a grest way
whara my mind goes my body will follow

oo @

-
PN bt

-

| do not have one short life
I have & thousand lives beyand,
- Chante Tanka
Frank L. Woed ‘76
Leavenworth, Kanias
Yanktonal dacotah

— n"\'

Spirit free

Fly over the mountein

Sevk out the valleys atid dark places

Inmy sou/

Spirit bournd

Sits i regret for foar meanings and days of yesteriay
Yaarns for freedom

Mind gone
Lost to the meaninglessness of white man's [ifestyle
Must Tind the way again

Spirit frae
Came back ro me with the recognition of the okf people
And the inside of their hsart
Fly to me with a mind of meaning
Spirit bound
Brings me to the sarth
At bingds my sou/
Al is toxt
Fly againr over the rivers arnf the highways
Qf the Spirie Workd
And bring me back to my people
Find-again - . L
I'hw reason for being
- Juirice Lee Moors
i e Charokee-Powhatan
—— Swotemlipt 2.71975
.
My Brother
He shall move out
to vibrant land

whete sweat crests of lifting mountaing
maelt colours 1o his eyes and

starshine stillness

sifting to earthen moadows, his mind
will free aach thought

1o race with the wind.

It is true my brother
your drsams spinfing westward
moving your soul,
are forever expanding
your strengths.
— Elizabeth Smith
Minnesota

Prayur

The carth is beautiful,
The sky is beautiful,

My people are besutiful
and my heart is full,

That worth living for
is also worth dying for.
Hokahey!

= John Laughing Wolt
Missoula, Montans 76



