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"WHERE THE PARTRIDGE DRUMS"

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense
Committee lawyers gave the court six reasons
why charges against Russell Means and Dennis
Banks should be dismissed. First, it was said,
the U.S, Government had Invaded and infiitra-
ted the defense team itself. (consinued on page 8)

Nothing could be more foolish, in the eyes of
most Native American philosophers, than con-
sidering all' men equal . . . Each individual,
gach thing in the Création, has 8 unique spirit
and character which must be acknowiedged and
as paople deal with each other. The
“right to be different™ is as important as the
“right 10 be equal.” feantinued on page 31

-

Alaskan natives are struoagling with the problems
arising out of the Alaska Native Land Claims
Settiement Act which cleared the way for the
Alaskan pipeline, still uncertain whether the
huge settiement is boon or doom

{cantinued on poge 22)

The United States, and the rest of America,
both north and south, are being destroyed.
The land is being ripped open and left un-
healed, The forests are being decimated or
turned into artificial “treefarms”. The rivers,
lakes, and ocean shores are being polluted.
The asphalt-concrete-and-plastic jungles of
Overseas European culture are being extended
constantly, leaving behind decaying ruins filled
with the rejected sectors of human society,
{continued on page 36)

For hundreds of years, the collusion of govern-
ment, commercial, and religious interests has
brought about the genocidal displacement and
concentration of indigenous peoples living on
the frontiers of capitalism. While “Christian-
izing savages'”, missionaries have seldom gues-
tioned the “need’ for taking the lands of tribal
people, but rather have seen it as the "inevitable
advance of civilization.” (continued on page 30)




We said it st iszoe, and we
Yy 1T sgain.  we wish wa
tould publish more often, but
when we are short-statfed and
have 10 raisy funds to pay the
printer, we just have to do the
Lest we can

There are many important
things which should be in this
lasue — Coanado-side news, for
Instance.  Please do not be
discouraged if an item wag
omittad — we will do olir best
16 include it in the next issue,
It 50t exactly an oversight -
we can se¢ the boxes of mater
il In front of us But if we
witl to make sure we havo
everything, this issue would be
several months later than it al-
raody Is,

We are gratetul w the many peopln who wrote 10 us
gbout available land.  We will reply 10 2ach one, but
now we have selectdd as firgt priority 8 site In the
Adirondack Mountaing, the raditional Mohawk hunt
ing landsy, it a beautiful wilderness sotting close 1o the
Creation. It s idegl for & production center, with
buildingt for Hying and working

115 what we dreamed of — and the price (s less than
most suburben bungatows would cost.  We do not
hove funds of our own 1o obtain this site for o pro-
duction center — we are hoping thit some Individusl
ar church group wiil be able to assist us in the pur
chase, evther in thoir name or ourd, We are not intes
ssted N scoumulnting sssets — just good shelter to do
tha task we hive Betoro us

LR R

Nux1 wintor, we hope 10 produce a special issue of
NOTES v the native poople of this continent who
Hve south of the US. border. We plan 10 take seviral
months 10 visit, share, participate.  Persons with infor
mation, swggestions, idess, resources, ele., ane invited
1O write so that we can plan the venture well,

AKWESASNE NOTES is the offe i pudlcation of the
Mpiewe Natiao ar Axwavamne (Poopie af the Longhowm) and
coateins (fromm tirme to timel the Longhoum News, the officia
pubtication of the Mohawk Nation at Caugtnawapa

Winner, Robart F, Keanedy Momocsal Fowndation Journaliem

Awart! Spegind Ciratian (1271), Macie Pottr Aware of the
Afmerican Indion Prest Assogtan (T972).

Mombes.  Amancan dian Mes Agocanion
Alturnste Paens Syndicaw
Printed in Canada by
Smiths Falls (Ontario) Rocord News

AKWEEASNE NCGTES is published wven times pnnuslly
Junuary! Appil & May. Joly & Auglst, Octatier & November.
1t i pabilished by Frogram i Amernican Studaed of the Stote
Univesity of Newe York a1 Gulldlo | ee-punbisher is D4Q Univ
srsity, Bos 409, Davls, Caklornia

Etitarral and circulytion bifficet sy maitained an the Mahawk
Nution at Akwesasne, near Hogeasburg, New York, aand oo the
narth ko af the regervation ot Route 3, Cornwall, Dntario.

Sycond s postage paid of Hogansburg, New Yare 13622 and
achd tipoal batry o Massena, Nww Yk 13662
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Mohawk Nation
via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683

telephone: (518) 3568-4697

DO YOU HAVE A RED LABEL?
Lotk at the front page = chook your address label. 1f
it iy maciced [n red, this (s the last fssve you will recelve
unless we hoor from you. We hope you won't be angry
— this s the only way we have of cleaning up the
mwiling list every so often tince there are no paid
subscriptions
This month, it is maeny of those whose rip codes
begin with “0" and people of Nova Scotia who
will have rod labels. ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS WRITE
TO US i you are rext-labellod, and your name will be
"einetated, This is not an appeal for monwy, although
we would appreciate any support you may wish to send
at this special time.

AKWESASHE NOTES

Thig is ortly 2 portion of the stacks of newspapes af
owr printes, The Smiths Falls [Ontario| Record-News
They are stipped by semi-fruck [over twenty fons of
Newspnnt are needed for each issue), urioaded ino
our smalt hoyse whore thay aie assemnied, (abelled,
bundied, bagged, and shinped to you

OUR TRAVELLING COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
AKWESASNE NOTES / White Roots of Peace people
CarTy out an extensive travel schedule each year for o
variety of reasons:

— 10 conduct interviews, report on news, to -
vestigate, and make contacts for this newspaper.

— 10 meet with resérvation groups, urban groups,
PriSOn groups, student groups (o promote Indisn
unity, strength in the Indian ways, and 1o give out
information on Indian situations.

— o meet with college and church groups 1o
dovelng support and undeestanding, and to raise
fuads for travel, publishing activities, snd support
af this newspapor.

Wa are interested in peaple who wish 1o participate
In this travel program, We can use sdditinnal hatp
of & variety of kinds:
we noed people connected with colleges, church
Qroups, wrd organizations who can arrange finan
cial support and organize meetings in their araes,

— W need 1o e from people wie con offer a
place 1o park and work on our texct issue, people
w0 are Ocganizing lixflan events, or people who
Wa 2! LR B0 WISTE their 0eds 10 cowyr news or
meet with peopie.
The travel schedule for this summer, and for 1074.75
is still fhaxibla, and will depend upon invitations,
evinty, ond finances. A trip 10 Contrad America is
slated for Decsmber-Jununry, primacily to visit native
cammunitien thare in a joint trip with £1 Teatro Cam
posing.
Further laformation 15 availablo from NOTES, Mohawk
Nanion, via Rogseveltown, N.Y. 13683,

TO SUBSCRIBE

There is no fixed subscripgtion price. But that does not
mean this paper is free. Printing alone for this issue
cotts over $4.000, and typewriters, ribbons, postage,
glue, ete., will add snother $1,000 — and that doesn't
include costs of keeping full-time staff alive,

Some people have lots of monuy, others have none. |f
you want the paper, wa'll be glod to send it to you, I
you want to help with the costs, we will sppreciate
that — that's the Indisn wiay, Make it work,

Another lssmt will be ready for mailing as soon as funds
for printing have been received. And since we lave no
grants, no other sources of finances, we must depend
on you, the readers for our survival

— e T
HELP US TO DISTRIBUTE AKWESASNE NOTES

-« « mk your local/college bookstore or newsstand to
carry a fow copees . . . leave some papers at a food co-
op, daycare center, workplace, tribal office . . . sell the
pager on the reservation, at Indian meetings, church,
on campus, on the street, We'll send a bundle on con-
signment and you send us 35 cents for vach copy

s0ld. Or order & packet of 6 for §2 prepaid or 20 for
S5 prepaid. GET THE WORD OUT!

NEEDED FOR NOTES:

— blankots, pillows, slesping bags

~ file cabinets

~— portable clothos racks

~ sturdy tables and chain

- uged tarps, convas, rogs

— tools of all kinds

~ yeods & roots for planting; perhaps seed houses
of nurseries in your area have surplus stock svall-
able, including berries, fruit and nut tree seedling
— lamm

— a ditto machine
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Keep Us Strong!

This paper cannot oxist without the support of its
readers — you, the human beings who read these
words, There are many ways you can keep the
paper alive and strong:

take action on what you read, Write letters,
think, give support, change, lend spiritual help.

wond clippings from your local papers. I there is
@ good photo, try to get o glossy print from the
paper’s photo department. Date and identify all
dippings

560 Us your own materiels — articles, ssays,
book reviews, editorials, letters, poems, photos,
tapes. All can be returned upon request.

take 1he respomibility of covering an event for
NOTES and send a completed article, or simply
information and Interviews, in writing, or on
tape, We can send & preds card upon request.

send uy maiting lists — we will send sample copies
of the next issue. How about a ligt of tribal
members? addresses from an Indian urban center?
of Indian college students?

seil the paper at a powwow, mesting, church,
on your reservition, at the Indian center, in
bookstoces, in twwn, and on compus. You sand
us 35 cents for each paper after and if they are
sold, Great for consciousness-ralsing, oo,
Educate your community,

fet wus know of people who shouk! have the paper
- rative people in institetions, friends, anyons
who may wan? to read NOTES.

chock out your schoaol or public library, If thay
don't subscribe, sugoest that they do so. |1 they
can, encourage them to send a contribution —
maost send $5,

suppart the paper financially, If you are able,

Porticularly now during the summer months
when people terxd to forget.

Everything in this paper came from someone who
cared to send it in. And to you all, we are grateful,

MOVING? PLEASE SEND US YOUR
CHANGE OF ADDRESS — it saves us
money and avolds loss of your copy,

(be sure to include your old address and
and your new zip code, too)

2ip code

Among thos who travel with AKWESASNE NOTES
communications group is & young Mohawk singer,
Roasennawane (above), Baar Clun at Akwesasne.

He is nctive in the affairs of his Nation, in the planting
of food for the Indian Way School, in the circulation of
NOTES, and in the preparation and shipping of Kinni-
Kinnick, He is n good example of what NOTES is all
about — and he's 15 yoors old.

AKWESASNE NOTES “staff" consists of so many
poaple who help in so many ways — ol over the world
Thogse whose lives revolve around NOTES st Ak wesas
ne mchide Conme, Doug, Rarihokwats, Karonfaktatie,
Pugi, Susi, Kanutakeniate, Coyote, Atoronhistakon,
Kawennos, Kaherehare, Ransennawane, Kanoharoton,
Viernoma Crow Dog, Grace Black EIR, Kehratohen,
Levina, Lorana, and special help on this issus from
Gayle Migh Pine, Jonny Lemer, Donna, Rick, Tonkaiye
of the Tewn Nation, Rick Cook, George Stonefish,

and Rokwaho. Then there are those who helped with
the lony foby of labelling aod mailing, those who cook
for that crew, those who plant and harvest. To everys
one who supporty us spiritually and with naterials,
funds and energy — we give thanks to sach other.
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“The Right To Be
Different "

-

P2

- Skad |Canadien Amociation for Support of Natkes Peoples

CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF
NORTH AMERICA

Nothing could be more foolish, in the eyes ol most
Nutive American philosophers, than considering all
men equal. Certainly all men are 10 be considered an
“being of the ssme height™ — no man has prevogatives
overany other, That is seli-2vident, and ingrained in
pative sociul practices. But cach individual, each thing
in the Ceeation, has a webgue spirit andd character which
must be acknowledged and respected as people deul
with each other. The “right 1o be different” isas
impartant as “the right to be equal ™

If American and Indian concepts on the relationship

of men 1o each other and to their govemments differcd
only on philosophic fine points, writing (and reading)
this aeticle would be merely an acsdemic exercise. But
since the spplication of Asverjean civil rights and
“equality™ principles to North American Indians hay
been 2 imajor cause of disaster to ;l:. la‘:inn l‘:l;{t?f life,
fhis essity is un sppeal, an urgent ,that t g men
wﬂlm&wwithopcnmﬁxtowndd«lhequuies

'For European peoples. the Magna Carta is pointed o in
high school textbooks us the beginning of democracy
and freedom. A cloger mading of its text, however,
gives some clue that the entire thrust of civil rights has
been markedly different in the native expetience as

compared 1o the European experience.

The Magna Carta came st a time when mosarchs and
emperors ruled supreme, Nobles finally organized 1o
protest their exclusion from the executive mansions,
and the proclamation did establish the rights of dukes
and lords vis-a-vis the King. It did nothing for the
commeon people, who remained landless and without
much right to walk on the earth,

As centurics passed, the white, Christian, European
aristocruts attempted conguering much of the world,
including, occasionally, each other, They et out to
colonize the world for their benefits, and to subjugate
ot exterminate non-white, non-Christian humun beings,
4 historical view that should by now be beyond dispute.

It would be surprising If powers capable of such inhu.
manities weee gentle with their own people: frequently
they were not. Imprisonment, institutiogalization,
massive individual and corporate sccumulation of
weaith, economic exploitation of labating f)eopla und
women were common European modes of life trans-
planted to the so-called New World, The Twentieth
Century fruits of those roots are still evident in Ameri

can gociety, and, if a reading of any dally newspaper js
un indication, they offer a threat to it contintation,

It is no wonder; then, that the authors of the Declar-
ation of Independence, with a few thousand miles of
ocean as & buffer, found it pecessary to prociaim that
they, the colopists, were equal to the folks back home,
that they were endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable nghts that the King conldn’t take away.
That the document is prmarily intended for the colo-
nists alone amm:ﬁ:ll men b explicit: it acouses the
king of camdng froaticosmen 10 be bothered by
“merciless Indian sn-ﬁs, whose known rule of war-
fare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes,
and conditions,” The concept of equality was not ex-
tended to those people who were defending their
homes and lands in oeder 10 secure such “unalienable
rights” as life, liberty, and the pumsuit of happiness —
the native people — nor to Blacks in slavery.

John Jay, first chief justice of the US, Supreme Court,
painted a clear picture of just who the U.S, was for!
“Providence has been pleased to provide us with one
unbroken continent, peopled by ane peaple of one
language, and adherence to one religion and belief,” As
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he spoke those words, there were more Indians thun
Europeans in North America, who contrary to John
Jiy, thought they too had God on their side.

And us the years have passed, this thrust for civil rights
of the ordinary man has continued - you must know
the history better than T, But it does seem that the in-
dividual, particularly the poor and landless, the des-
cendants of the peasants wnd serfs of yeam ugo, s now
victimized by the counterparts of Kings, dukes, and
nobles on the American seene, applying remnants of
old "lunlpcw practices, however legal, which are 1m-
moral and thoaghtless.

In contrast, on this land, there were and are many dif-
ferent pations of people who were dubbed “Indisns",
but who had In common eons of experdence with laws,
moral codes, and philosophies of Mfe that grew from
this continent like the trees and the mountuing. Each
nution belicved that its ways were estiblished by the
Creation itself, that its laws were natural laws verifiable
by nature {tself, and that diversity of lifestyle from
group to group (and similarity within a group) were
the ways of nature.

For tha native people of North America, the concept
“of the people, by the pco‘pl:. for the people™ was so
deeply ingrained in social form that it would be most
unusual for a person to néed protection from his gov-
ernment. he WAS the government. Those good-old-
Americin precepts that a leader is the servant of the
pocple, that important matters are referred to the poo.
ple for decision, that bad lendcr:LdF can be recalled
{immediately!) etc,, are formalized In native govern-
ments,

The Constitution of the League of the Great Peace
(which is more familiar to Western peoples as *The
Iroquois™) ulso sety out o division of powees, 1 bicamer-
al legisluture, procedure for passing legislation,, ad
other matters, as an examphes of one native government,
1t containg much law utilized by the "“founding fathers™
in framing the American Constitution. It is ironde that
this source of geeat principles of democracy should now
be denied legitmacy by the government ta which it

gave life's breath

For the Indian people, the source of their rights and
thelr strength is their birthaght ds the drst peoples on
this land - sanctioned by the sun and the moon and the
Mother Easth. Call them what you will: human rights,
sboriginal rights, lndian tights: they are not given
through treaty, but are conlitmed in treaty; they are
not granted by the United States, but must be rocog-
nized by the United States a5 one recognizes that the
sun rised in the East,

Unfortunstely, such tights did not come 1o the nitive
peoples on a fancy parchment with a gold seal %
“Creator.” The Indian who appears n court to defend
his claim to his land on which his sncestors have lived
and farmed for thousands of years has no exhibit to
offer In evidence to campare with the impressive deed
and title issued by 4 State Land Registry,

Perhaps this deficiency which Indians suffer in the eyes
of men who can ook no further than a constitution not
yet 200 vears old explains why most of the action on
the Indian front today has Httle or nothing to do with

civil rights,

Perhaps the reader can imagine the situation of & native
people, living under a truly democratic government,
Crush that government, murder its officials, move the
peopie to alien soil, place an agent there 10 govern their
affulrs, gradually establish » European vystem of law
and order and politics, Make him subject to state and
federal legislation, Then tell him that everything is
going 1o be all right because there is civil rights legisla.
a’on thut will give him “equal protection™ under that

W

It should be understandable 1o Americans and Canadi-
uns that “their™ Indians have heéen less than excited
about that whole situation.

This i not to imply that oivil rights leghlation should be
o universal remedy, 1t does imply that something is
needed not now present in American legal structure and
system which will address the basic problems which
native nations face. In the meantime, amy pats on the
back that Ametican people might give themselves that
the rights of Indians are well protected will likely have
a hollow sound to Indian ean.

Three examples:

A solemn treaty by the United States of America with
various native peoples in what is now the State of Wash-
ington guaninteed that the Federal Government would
defend the Indians’ right to fisk in their usual and ac-

ustomed places. Today, Indians are being artested for
pursuing that tght — under state fishing laws, The
intervention of the U.S, is weak and compromising.
What wse are clvil rights to the Indians here?

The land on most reservations s commonly owned, al-
though each family may have 2 portion recognized as
being for their own use, Under the law, however, these
lands nre considered 10 be held in trust by the U.S,
Government, as represented by the Secretary of the In-
terior, At the Northern Cheyenne Reservation, a tribal
councll several years ago authorized the Secretury of
the Interior to isue exploration permils to major coal
corporations — with an option 1o mine the coal If any
was discovered,  The Cheyenne people did not give
the tribal council any authority to sign the leases.
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Yet, under American law, the whole deal is absolistely
legul, What consolation are civil ryhu to the people
of the Northern Cheyenne Nation®

The United Nations Human Rights Code suys that a

san cannot be deprived of his nationality, Yet in

924, a citizenship act ¢ all Indians American cit-

zens whether they wanted to be citizens or not. While
that was o nice gesture for those who wanted to became
citizens, for those who did not it has been & ¢ruel im-

ition. At Onondaga Nation, for instance, where the
mndm people have maintained their aboriginal
govemnment through the ages to the present day, the
people do not vote in American elections and peess their
clnim to be cltizens of their own Onondaga Nation,
When the American government drafis their young men
of what use are the civil rights laws?

And so it goes.

To apply tribal law to the American or Canadian soclety
would be g disaster, The European societies resident on
this land have not yet developed in the ways of human
beings enough tradition and custom necessary to allow
each individual the freedom inherent in being wive.
That is why there must be so many laws to enforoe
these rights, On the other hand, 1o apply Americun law
to the tribal scene is ﬂumy incongruous - and des-
tructive, An individual seeking 10 advance his own
cause, without consideration for his people, can vse

the “Bill of Rights™ to the detriment of the community
- and even, ultimately, to the interests of his own des-
cendants,

All other things being equs!, this essay would be an
appeal to allow tribal governments the right to enforce
their own laws, to establish thelr own system of rights
from the experignce of the centurles. But, unfortun-
ately, because of the intervention of the American sys-
e, many tribal councils and courts have became per-
vorted into select elites, bent on building up their own
power, and running rough-shod over their own people
at the beck and ¢all of the government and other vested
interests, such as industries und religions.

Sinee some tribal govemments have beeome more akin
to kings and nobles than to chiefs and leaders. some
sort of “Hill of Rights” hus become necessary to pro-
tect their “common peophe ™,

It can only be hoped that American judges will protect
the rights of the tribal peoples, collectively, ugainst thelr
own tribal governments and courts, without at the same
time Infringing upon tribal integrity, until such time ns
teaditonel pational governmenty can be restored to
good health, Thot is a tough tight-rape to walk, but it
1 neoessury if Indian Nations are ever going to have

true seifdetermination - not as defined by a Congrem

or a presidential administration, but as it was defined
hyth&md&“ﬁmumbmw

EDUCATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO
NATIVE PEOPLES?

. .. It's a question of what our young paople are
fearning. Must they follow a white moan's ways?
Must we listen? Are we too honest? An Indian
always tells the truth and gets hurt,

One of our Indian attomeys is saying that edu.
cation is a thing to ‘get the white man.' It makes
you think, The President of the United States s
educated and look at Watergate. Iy this education?

We have elders. Our elders have their own
way of living. They determine justice, If you
don't listen to the justice of an Indisn, you might
#s well leaye, 1t's not an education where our people
turn sround and say, ‘Why are you telfing me this?
And yot white men preach 1o us, “Love thy
nelghior’ — but you can sue him. It's # confusing
thing to sit here and listen 1o education.

Wa must learn — and yet we must stand up,
Must | leamn the white man’s way? Must | look up
10 the President of the United States snd whoat he's
done? Senators, attorneys, who say | can’t talk but
| roust listen? 1'm confused, What am 1?7 What s
an Indian now?

I think the Indian is just a tool 1o the people of
the U.S. We are just » tool of how they can get
faderal funds, who the state can got education
money for. But nobody respects an Indisn anymore,
| think this should be in the minds of the young
people who are educating thomsaeives, . .

- Clyde Sanchez, Govermnor
Acoma Pueblo, 1973
fOucted from ~The (ndian Chll Rights Act — Five Years

Lutor,™ a transcript of @ moeting of the Indian Livwyers
Association Mid in May, 1973.)

Page 3



Listen To The Whispering Words Of Our.
Grandfathers And Think

(This teaching war gioen 1o ua by Sako
kwenonkway, who har boen o spriritual
inspiration lo the many people who have
hoard fim speak ax he fuis travellod with
White Rooty of Peace and on it own
mixsions, He iy a Mohkawk, Hour Clon,
and now sits in the couneil of the Foople
of the Flint ot tkwesasne, )

A long time ago. beloee the arrival
of the whiteman 1o anr coantry, here
lived owr grundfathers and grand.
mothers, At that time, life was hard,
but our people were happy and healthy
and some say they lived to be over o
husdred yelrs old,

Well, those ancestors never really
died because the fife they possessed
still Uved in you and |, thely grand-
chilldren, It 15 also said that our un
cestarn were a holy people, and were
s sacred In thelr day-to-day life that
the Creator spoke to them and guided
them in various ways, Toduy, we are
the evidence of those very lives and the
words God spoke can still be récalled,
though those words are but a whisper
nowudnys

One of these wamings T will attempt
to write In story-form s | recall it and
translate ity symbols

A long time 2go, before the white-
man came, our peaple lived in several
villages and these villages were estab.
lished by clans, The means of providing
a living in those times were agriculture,
hunting, and fishing

One carly morning, two men set out
on & hunting trip. They paddled thely
canoe on the river for a long distance
when suddenly, a brilliant Mash of Hght
struck them in their eyes, The two
men couldn’t Higure out what that light
was. It appeared 10 be coming from
up-river, so they humedly paddied their
canoe 10 the source of the lashing
bright light. There. they saw lily pada
floating on the water. On top of the
lily pads were two small smakes about
one inch long.

One of these tiny snakes was the
color of silver, and the other the color
of pold.

Exeevtime thews tiny snakes moved
a cortain way, the sun's tevs would hit
upon the hodins of the gold and sidver
snakes, vausing a relloction

The two men werr just amazed at
their discovery, und never had either of
them seen anything so beautiful in thelr
entite livas. Now the two men began
to think about the small snakes. They
thought that if the wind were 10 come
up, it would cause the waves upon the
river to become very big and the snakes
could drown. Also, they thought if
some birds flow over, they might spot
the beautiful snakes and swallow them.
Then they thought because the river
wits 0 wide. the snakes might not find
any food and they surely would starve
to death,

So it was the two men finully de-
cidod to discontinue their hunting trip
and takd the two beautiful snakes back
bome to their village. When they ar-
rived at their village, the word was soon
out that the two hunters had caught
something never seen by any peopie of
North America before. Everyone from
that village gathered to see the small
snakes. All the people sure thought
that these snukes weee the prettiest
sight imaginable, The two men then
built a small stockade for the small
snakes. This stockude was for the
snakes' protection against the wilder-

nesa,

By this time, people from neighbor-
it vitlages heard the news and came to
we, As duys went on by, the people
observed that no matter what time of
day or night you looked at the two
stnall smakes in the stockade, they never
slept, but were always moving, and as
the light hit upon thelr bodies, it would
throw o spurkling light that was most
beautiful, The people also obssrved
that no matier how many insects you
fed them, the snakes never had enough.,
Therr hunger was unbelievable

The stiakes had grown 1o a foot or o
in length by this short time. In the days
following, the people would hunt larger
gatne such a spuirrels, frogs, chip:
munks, but they could never catch
enough to satisfy the hunger of the two
snakes, which by now were several
yards Jong, and just as silver and gold
as they could be.
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Again, the people had to hunt even
larger zame — rabbits, muskrat, and
beavers. but even these conld not satis
fy the hunger of the gold and silver
snnkes. By this time, the snakes had
grown about thirty feet jong, and an-
other stockuade had to be built for
them,

Now the people of the village had to
hunt deer everyday in order to feed
these two huge serpentts.  The serpernits
ate so much that the moplc of the vil-
lage began to notice that they didn"t
have enough deer to feed their poople.

Although the serpents grow more
beautiful with thelr size, the people
were becoming alarmed as they didn’t

AKWESASNE NOTES

Sokokwenonkuwns, Hoor Clan Mohawk

know how much longer they could
continue to feed the serpents and their
people too.

One night, all the people of the vik
lage were asleep. The dawning of & new
day came, The elders were busy
sweeping and cleaning in and around
their longhowses. The small children
were already up and playing all sorts of
games. The [ragrance of the moming
meal could be smelied in the brisk
moining air, Everything was normal,
until suddenly, a great noise was heard,
The serpents had broken the stockade.

The screaming of small children was
heard coming from the ares where the
serpents were kept, As the elders
rushed toward the commotion to find
out what was happening, they saw the
serpents in @ rage, The clders saw the
serpemts swallowing their children,
They saw their children's legs Kicking
from the serpents mouth, and then
completely swallowesd.

The elders rushed to save their chil-
dren. They grabbed stones, poles, and
whatever they could get their hands on.

Then they began to beat upon the ser-
pents, hoping the serpents might vomit
the children up still alive, But instead,
the serpents grew more angry and de-
voured some of the elders. The entire
village was in an uproar. All the people
were so scared — they didn't know what
to do.

After many lives were lost, the ser-
pents apparently decided to eat some-
thing eise #nd they left the village and
headed south into the wilderness,

Now that the serpents were gone, the
people began living a routine life sgain,
but their lives were nover to be the
same again. In the minds of the peo-
ple, they knew that somewhere those
serpents were roaminy free and the fear
was always there that they could retum
to the village anytime

A month or so went by when some
runners retumed to the village, The
runners reported that they had seen the
gold and silver serpents towards the
south, They said the serpents now were
soveral miles Jong, and had attacked
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many of the villages jo the south. The
runners told the people that the deer
and other such animals were becoming
scarce as the serpents’ hunger néver
ceased

Months sgain went by when more
runnen excitedly entered the village
Again the roport was that they also
seen the gold and silver serpents, The
serpents had destroyed many villages
and eaten many snimals. The reflection
from their gold and silver hodies glowed
gven In the darkest of mights, They
had grown 30 that they were bigper
than the highest mountzin,  They wers
0 long you could not see from one end
of them 1o the other. They were
always moving and never dept.  As they
moved, they crushed entire forests be
neith them, When they crossed a river
they indent the earth with thelr weight
causing the river 1o flow in & different
direction. As they puss over these
rivers, they couse the rivers to become
so muddy that no one can drink from
them — 1If you were to bathe in & niver
whore the serpents had beens, you would
be more dirty than before you started

The runners went on to say that
even i o mountain were in their path,
the serpents would go right through the
mauntsin and even knock them down
They said the héads of the serpents
were big, and they breathe flamés of
fire, They said if you got 100 close to
their heads, you would die za the
breath of the serpents was too hot

Time again passed on by, The day
all the villages Lnrh would come to
was now encroaching steadily
“rom the north came the brilliant slver
light — from the south came the brilli-
ant gold light, The whole sky seemed
to light up. Immediately, the people
became frightened. It was the serpents
coming towards the village, One man
said, “Let ws do thi," Another man
said, “No, lot us do this, for it will des-
troy the monsters.”

Just us quickly, another man stood
and said, “No, I have a better idea to
do away with these serpents.” So now
it was that the peoples’ leaders hegan
quarrelling with one another about the
best way to handle the problem. Then
the people began yelling at each other,
even fighting one another,

. . . but the two huge serpents got
closer and closer (o the people of the
village. The fighting and eruns of the
people grew moge fierce. There were
people killed because of the fighting,
and blood stained the mother earth,

As the serpents moved in closer, the
people panicked, and everyone seemed
to lose hope — it appeared close to the
end,

It was at this moment that the
clouds darkened in the West. The
whaole sky soon became hazy and the
day almost tumed to night, but the
people continved to argue and fight and
it seemed they would have no end to
their frustrations.

Suddenly, our Grandfathers shot a
giant bolt of lightning from the West,
It struck right in the midst of the con-
fused people, It was this big lightning
arrow that shocked the people back to
their senses; Soon following the ligs,
ning, the Grandfather Wind blew his
strong oredth, causing things to be
knocked over as the wind travelled in
und around the longhouses and trees,
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The Grandfuther Wind then spoke.
He spoke the woals sent by the Croutor
and this is what the Wind said:

“My children, you have not much
time to save yourselves, s0 you must
listen carefully to what | tell you,
There will be a little boy who will Jead
you to safety, He will tell you to pre-
pare an arrow - and on this arrow you
must have a white arrowhead. He will
then tell you to make o strong bow,
and only from a cortain kind of tree,
Then he will tell you 1o take # hair

The serpents swallowing the children
represents that our chilldren will be inside
the serpents” bellies. Now let us think
about It — mast of our children speak
the langusge of the serpent and no long-
er Mohawk, the language intended by the
Creator. Even our children no longer
know our ceremanies, or act secording
Lo our ways,

The serpents swallowing the elders
represents that our elders will pot iden-
tify with aur own ceremonies, but in
fact, identify themselves with the cere.

The serpents constant throat ropre.
senty how the countries of Canada and
the United States trying to make us all
citizens of their countries so there will
be no more Onkwehonwe (Indian
Nations.)

Pointing the srrow at the heads of the
serpenty and waiting represents the peo.
ple who must get ready and prepare
themselves by punfying spiritually and
then the Créstor will Instruct those of
us who do this what we must do in the
future, They say Senkwaiatison (God)

They said the people will see the
tracks of the serpents, und they will be-
come frightened and will begin to under.
stand what is meant, Thisisall . .,

They said, “Sometime in the future,
theychildren will raise up the sacred In.
dian ways tgain."

Now [ would like to make some com-
ments as | have travelled since 1965 all
over North America, As | travelied, 1
cun surely say | have sfen the tracks the

from n pure woman, and string the
bow with the hair, When these things
huve been prepared, the little boy will
lead you to the wooded nrea on top of
u big hill. On the top of this hifl, you
people will wait with your bow and
arrow, When the serpents find you
there on top of the hill, they will raise
their bodies on the potth and south of
the hill, As the serpents raise their
bodies high over the hill and come
down over the people with their
mouths wide open, the little boy and
the people will point the arrow directly
ut the serpents” heads und walt until , .,

This Is the end of the prophecy as
far as we know up to this date. That’s
where |1 ends,

Now we nsk, what does this story
mean? | asked the eldess, and this 18
what they said

The gold serpent represents the
United gm(ca ol America

The silves serpent represents Great
Britain and Canada

The white prrowhead represents our
chiefs and medicine peaple. They will
lead and divect us.

The hatr from the pure woman which
is to string the bow represents our clun
mothets, They tre Lo be real mothers
apain

The bow 1o be mude from a special
tree is representative of the people, Our
people are special, and the people dro the
pawer.

monies and life of the serpents
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the Creutor will talk again to us, perhaps
a4 the Grandfather Wind did back then.

e
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serpents left behind. Thoy are atill
making new tracks every day.

I have seen the rivers mude dirty and
undrinkable and 1 know the serpents
have been there

I have followed the serpents’ tracks
from the eastern sesboard and | have
seen lands, forests, and even moun-
taing knocked down - | know the ser.
pents have been there,

Clear to the Rocky Mountaing and
further beyond, | have seen sirlp mining
where now nothing will grow — | know
the serpents have been there.

[ have felt the hot poisonois breath
from the serpents’ hebds in New York
City, Chicago, and Los Angeles — T know
the serpents fmvo been there.

I have been 1o the countries of the
Sloux, Cheyenne, Pomo gnd Hopl, all of
whom were great nations, but today are
only reservations — and | know the
serpents have been there

Brethren, | ask you to listen to the
whispering words of our grand fathers
and think.

This is all
- Sakekwenonkwas

Cngyvight 1974 by Sakokwenmikwas

NEWEST SIX NATION MUSEUM MONUMENT PROJECT NEARING COMPLETION

THE AMERICAN INDIAN

He came quietly inthe dawn
of history. Here longcentur-
ies before thewhite man
sought his freedom on these
shores, hebuilt hisown
creed.He believed firstin
the rights of the individual--
and inhis great dignity --
andhe believed with a
passioninthe freedom of

all things. ltisindeed
strange that here, upon

this sprawling continent we
so proudly call the birth
place of freedom,there
should stand no great mem-
orial to that first citizen of
liberty —

THE AMERICAN INDIAN

In memory of our beloved Brother,
Rastewensererontah (Peter P, Diome)
faithful friend and defender of the
treaty rights of the Six Nations.

God bless you, Rastewensererontah,

for your great work.

B

front of monument (abovs)
back of monument fat right)
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TO AMERICA'S OLDEST
ALLY THE IROQUOIS
CONFEDERACY "PEOPLE
OF THE LONG HOUSE"

Mohawks,Oneidas,
Onondagas,Cayugas,
Senecas —to whom were
later added the

Tuscaroras, constituting
THE SIX NATIONS.
Founded by Deganawidah
and Hiawatha who planted
the Tree of Peace at Onon-
daga (Syracuse) some

time before the coming of
Columbus.

They excelled in states —
manship and the art of
diplomacy.After the white
man came, during more
than a century of inter—
colonial strife; they loyally
protected the infant English
colonies,showed them the
way to union, and sohelped
prepare the American and
Canadian people for
nationhood.
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« photo by Rukwsho
Ray and Christine Fadden, Akwesasne Mohawks

Over the years, Ray Fadden, owner of the Six Natians
Museum, has erected monuments at sites of historical
or other importance, commemorating people who have
workad for the cavses of native peoples, and to those
who have gone befcre,

A:tbokfta:;thom!arunmdduohmmu
ment currently being engraved for a xite yet to be
selocted. So far, $612.24 has been collected for the
work, and $487.76 mare is needed, Persons who
would like to contribute toward this project are in-
vited to send funds directly to:

Monument Project
Six Nations Mussum
Onchiota, New York 12968
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BEAR — A TOTEM DANCE AS SEEN BY RAVEN
{for Ranvies)

The bisck bear does o strange and shuffiing dance
foot 10 foot siowly, head back, eyes closed

like that of 4 man,
Beneath a loasely falling robe,
mouth sewn shut upon protruding tongue

of ed-stained cedar shreddings,
Foot to foot slowly in lumbering

shadow dance

within the fog and rain of high, thick forns,
benaath a dripping, tapping spruce,

echo of raven
morning cry of night visions umwanted,

A heavy, leaning snag it seems at first
the sound of crashing fall
suspended
bDetween ground snd lowered sky,
then swirl of fog unveils
& huge head
carved atop the pole, a silvergeey of cedar,

Gnashing of angry teeth at driftwood shore
and killer whale spews up
a wreckage
of pock-infested sadlors,

Foot 1o foot slowly, the totem dance continues,
sky to sarth the leaning weight
of pole

wnd people and boar

and now the drum,
rectangular and fringed with clacking claws.
A chanmt begins of deep-voiked rumbling,
of the black slate carvad

into bowls now broken

with fragments scattered in despair

of a death not prophesied.

ol

Grost codar poles in moist sarth,
these dwellings spesk with dark passages,
{the rib of a tribe is a brittle section

of a dugout
or what is left
of a stolen house post,
vast heritage dragged
into strange musoums)

and still, and forever, foot to foot slowly
the strange and shuffling dance continues.
And day after day the mourning chants
and keening voices silence all else

o dugouts
with quiet paddies
convey the dead to sacred islands
in endless procession.

And soll seeps thru roof ceacks to fill
the huge and sifent dwellings,
And totems lean from which
groat eyes
gare either up 1o sky or down to earth.
And the death of a village is o great sorrow,
and the pain of the survivors
is o great anguish
never to heal,

‘dda

Slowly and gantly
foot to foot batanced
and awkward in besuty
the child dances,
And grancifather taps,
delicately taps
the drum and his voice is vary, very low,
and the song s 8 promise
given a people
in the ancient days of tomorrow,

And grandmother’s stiff
and swollen fingurs
weive cedar and fern and spruce,
and occasionally
in a far away closeness
her ayes seek the dancing child,

The bear pauses in his quesnt for food
to stand and sniff the wir
then in a dream like a fasting

he beging
to shuffie
foot to foot tlowly
a5 the dance continues.
— blug cloud
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THE DRUM

The drum is sacred

for it has life

for life is a circle

for you were nothing

then you were botn

you grew into adulthood

then back to whence you came

The drum s sscred

for it has the four seasons
the flowers of Spring

the greens of Summer

the colours of Autumn
the snow of Winter

The drum |Is sacred

for it has the four directions

first where the thundgr beings live
sacond whare the giants live

third where the sun continually shinos
fourth whare you sre ahvays faced

The drum Is sacred

for it has the four winds

the wind of the thunder beings
the wind of the giants

the wind of the sun

the wind of wherae you always face

The drum |s sacred

for it has everything

and everywhere

for the drum Is the centra of the circle,

THE DRUM IS SACRED!

— John Keeshig
of the Ojibwa Nation

a child of time, naked and weeping
walked one night in my dreamiess sleep
the came to claim my word of honor
the promise the heard me make to lisep
her voloe, when she spoke

was the sound of the wind

first howling, then moaning and sighing
the sound of a storm without end

sho knew of my early mourning visit

1o the museum of Indian dead

where | had stared at her small torn gown

of leather and beads, all stained with red
bload showuld mean something more than this
blood flows and lives and gives agein

but here, only dead rust patterns surrounding
# bullet hole where her belly had been

10 most it was morely a dress on display

placed next to the ancient Navajo loom

lighted and indexed for all the curious

patrons of this bane-chllling public tomb

this dress of dried blood does not belong here
It should have been taken and secratly burned
and now, with the dawn, her voice on the wind
")) walk this way til my spirit's returned.”

hush now, my pretty, there’s work to be done
sieep on the earth, il give your heart ease

your name will be claimed, now quiet the storm
and come 1o me naxt as a soft, gentle breeze

- susan shown

Pago 6

SMOKE ON THE HORIZON

My brother, Alive, and me

Went walking on the prairie

to cateh his bag-of-bones horse

before he Lecame too wild

We joked about young pirls

and how shyly they sniled

how many horses this one

ar that one would be worth

then we saw a8 dark clowd

on the edge of mother varth

Smoke signals?

Quickly we fell to our stomachs

Floating ghostly toward us

like sarthbound clouds

was @ small herd of antelope

Fleeing from a tumbieweed

or the smell of g digtant

prairie fire they disappesred

behind the rolling hills

and then suddenly stopped

a short distance from us

| was carrying our 30/30

but was so wondering

at their graceful beauty

that Alive had to nudge me

One good shot and they'd be gone .

{ spueered the trigger

and felt somehow happy fo see

dirt fly up in front of them

All were gone

between the biinking of an eye

all except one, the lesder

He stood and stered at ux

daring us to take another shot

but between us passed the thought

to let this wild, free thing live

0 he turned and stowly loped away

(Both secratly giad to have missed)

we tried to cover our feelings

by making excuses

we had to catch a horse

our knives were too dull

we had anough meat already
“My heart is red and sweet
and | know that it is sweet
for whatever passes near mo. .
sticks its tongue out to me,

— Sitting Bull
&
Chatke Pratty Voice Hawk

| thought all my flutes were dead

| wondered of all the birds, what trickster
climbed the trees & one by one
stole their sonas

| wondered, did he also coma to me
in a tossing skep to cheat ma of
my smiles & lsughter

i sought the river, & impatience
grew on me like thorns
& at tha river was the Medicine
i sought . . . the mirror

you, you down thers, | thought

she loved me . . . what am | to do
where am { 10 9o . . . show me glory
i am lonely

& & gentle laugh surged up from

the river, breaking the water,

avery ripple making the laughter
lingar & ocho

you, you up there, you say fonply?

/ say foneliness iy meant for the

unloving, not the unioved . . . you say
you "thought® she loved you — | say

you think too much! what put that
thought in your head but her owrn

fove & caring? 90 back ask maple
seak magpie ., . she lbves you

& mogele winged upatream, joming
In the fading lsughter. | follownd
magple to & stand of cedur

with a new carved flute, | retum
tha birds sing now

for me

for my love

— Karoniaktatse
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WOUNDED KNEE...

.2Further

@‘ronic]cs

PINE RIDGE FINANCIAL RECORDS SO BAD
AUDITORS CAN'T PROVE MISCONDUCT

A Minneapoliy accounting t=am has concluded that
records of the Buresu of Indian Affairs and of the
tribal government at Pine Ridge sre in such bad shape
that it Is impossible to determing whether there has
been embezziement, mismanagement, or broech of
trust respocsiblities.

The study by Touche Ross and Co, was commissioned
by the U.S. Department of Interior after Oglala Civil
Rights Organization members and the Améerican Indian
Movement leveled charges of corruption during the
occupation and sige of Wounded Knee,

The firm criticized both the SIA and the tribal gov:
wrnmant for the absence of sccurate records and ef-
factive tribal management.  But it added that the lagk
of information prevented imvestigators from determin
Ing whether the charges wese true.

Thee fiem said signiticent wesksasses have existed for
some tima In tribal financisl controly, and were inher:
118d by the peesent administration. Records weee in:
accurate, nonexistent, bank acounts unreconciled,
ledpers misphiced und records unfiled,

The suditors said the 1ribol governsment Is both inaf
fective and inefficient regardivss of who s in office,
which substantiated the demand from Wounded Knee -
that the whole 1ystem had 10 be changed. The roport
sald long-standing lactional divisions, the lack of ade-
quately tramud tribal personnel, and the absance of
explicit goals were some of the reasons for the bad
mansgement

Within the federat BIA budget, the firm said, when
budpet cuts were nacessary in 1973, 1t was the schools
which took a disproportionate share of the decresse.
And while it is troe that money is available under BIA
sotial service projécts, sdequate programs are not avails
able to handls funding — thore are only three social
workers on the reservation to handie the projects, de
spite masstve social disorganization.

Vestad interests in Keaping their jobs has hurt tribal
interests as well. The BIA has nover had or tried to
develop & consistent policy toward reservation Indians,
the firm said. It would seem that almost any con
sistently followed policy would lpad to eventual efim.
mation of eithar the tribal governmaent, the 8IA or
both. Obviously, this poses some problems of motiva
tion," the report said,

To remedy the situation, Leo Vocu, the tribal coun-
oil’s fedaral r ing coordinator, has sald that
$88,968 out of $137,968 total funds will be spent on
“fiscal administration.” The councll, he explains,
passed a resolution cresting a financial accaunting
office, which will have an accounting board of diree
tors, an administrative manager, a controller, and »
programs coordiator,

BILL TO PAY “INNOCENT VICTIMS"
OF WOUNDED KNEE LOSES IN CONGRESS

The House of Reprmentatives killed an amandment
th compensate innocent victims for uninsuted losses
due to the Wounded Knee occupation in 8 move
Decomber 21, The amenciment, spensored by Senator
Georga McGoyern, had passed the SEnate without
objection eatlinr,

The amendment was in 2 flood dissster insuranos bill,
and it wes stricken because of opposition from the
White House and some Congressmen,

But the National Pack Service, by atdministrative allo-
cation, i spending $113,780 for "historic preserva
tion" ut the Custer County courthouse which suffered
# Fire during sn AIM confrontation just before the
occupation at Wounded Knee, Some of that money
will nlso be spent st Wounded Knse itssll
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A grand jury inquiry Into the shooting of Pedro Bis
sonette reopened February 18 in Deadwood, South
Dakota, after WKLDOC complained an earlier ingudry
had been inadequate. Mark Lane, WKLDOC attorney,
called a list of 17 witnesses to get a full story of the
shooting and subsequent camoufiage by the U.S.

Bissonetts was shot October 17 by BiA police who
sid they were attempting to sarve a fugitive warrant.
An extensive Investigation by WKLDOC st serious
doubt on the governmant account of his deasth. The
grand jury heard testimony conceming Joe Clifford,
the BIA police officer who actually killed Pedro, and
who had esarlier threatened 1o “get him', Victims of
merciless assaults by Clifford gave evidenoce. (Clifford
Is no longer & BIA policeman ~ not because of shoot-
ing Bissonette, but because he made the mistake of
hassling & Catholic poest, and then assaulting the BIA
policeman who questioned him in the matter, He re-
signad on the day he was to be fired from the force.)

Other witnesses wove the story of how Pedro was
hunted down, and how his body was stolen from the
hospital without permission of the family and with

tha coaperation of the police. Twa nurses from the
Pine Ridge hospital testifled that & Mrs. Kirk, the wife
of a white farmer, had the morgue key, and personally
removed the body, which was taken 10 Gordon, Nebra
ska, for a clandestine pre-dawn autopyy despite assurance
from U.S. Attorney Clayton — now heading the prose
cution at St, Paul — that the body wouid not be moved.
The grand jury has recessed awaiting further facts from
the Civil Rights Division of the Department af Justics.
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On the fiest wnniversary of the occupation of Wounded
Knee on Fobruary 27, a quiet vigil of about 300 peopie
gathered at the site negr the mass grave where several
hundred Lakotas massacred in 1890 by U.S. Cavalrymen
are buried,

About two-thirds of those who came were oldar
Oglala resarvation residents, and the rest were younges
snd some from other areas. Other remembrances wore
held throughout the nation

There was some spasking, remembrances of Frank
Clearwater, Buddy Lamont and Pedro Bissonetie,
who died during the occupation or later, The AIM
swang was sung, and BIA police cars cruistd in the
ared . When the memarial was ended, cars carrylng
participents went ta Porcupine for a feast,

“With a year gone by since the occupation of Wounded Knee
began, peace still has not come 1o Pine Ridge. Those who
hoped Wounded Knee would focus attention on the dire
problems there know better now — there is no substantial
change, and no real help Is available.”

Rather, schools may have to close bocause of financal
shortoges. 76 Sioux youths who qualify for coliege
scholarships probably won®t go because funds aren’t
coming through, Unemploymeént is at 72°% and will
probably got worse. 65% of the Oglalas are on rolief
or federal and stute welfare allowances

Wounded Knee village never was 100 much anyway as
far as bulldings go. Now the twisted girders of the
burnt vading post #till lie -along the road, and the
home of the Church of God pastor it just 4 few char
red timbers. The Catholie Church near the mass grave
went up in flames July 3 — the Jesuits say it was pro-
AIM yvouths who touched off the fire, AIM people say
the government was embarrassed at sl the bullet holes
in the church walls shot by federal guns. The ruins
are still tourist bait, perhaps aven moce 50 then the
origingl structures.

White parachutes from flares fired by the federal mar-
shaly still hang in trees slong Wounded Knee Creek,
Grass is starting to grow again on the thousands of
veres of pasture scorched {0 blazes started by the
flares, but it will bo a fow years bofore it grows back
a5 thickly as before.

A fow hundred yards to the north of the mass grave,
on another point of the same ridge, a amall partially
buened Presbiyterian Church thregtens to tumble into
the bunker whith was dug below it

And hidden beneath it all is the factionalism in the
community.

“It's frightening to think you can't go around at night
for tear of being shoved sround and beaten up,” Rose
Good Medicine sald, She Is 71 yeaes old, *) think
it's primarily a confliot hetween hall -breeds and full-
bloods and | think it's the prasident (Wilson) who is
keoping them on different sides. We need to get
along fike we used 0. She stayed in Wounded Knee
throughout the occupation, sometimes with as many
as 40 people eating in her home, “We stayed in the
basement & lot for protection,” she recalls. “1 don't
care if they come back here and celebrate,” she added
referring to the snniversary vigil. “"They were able to
hold cut for 71 days and make their wants known,”

There are no signs of the bunkars which both sides
dug ~ government bulldozers covered them in the day
the vccupstion ended as if 10 hide away reminders of
its military response 1o the grevances of the Lakotas
The homes clustersd around the trading post still
stand, but windows have been broken and Interiors
pre strewn with broken glass and nibble, One home
was used ax o firstaid station, and the words, "“Bleed.
Ing always stops if you press on it hard enough™ still
are written oo a bare wall,

Noctinwvest of the hilltop where Sacred Meart Chuich
stoodd are 25 new, single-family houses that look ke
a cheap wuburban housing dovelopment, The close
grouping of new houses seams Incongruous with the
barren terrain that dips and rolls in all directions,

The housing project is occupied mainly by newcomers
to Wounded Knee, many gathared In from homesites
to clear the land for ranchers,

Ky KRLp K LpEy L

In February, 1973, it was the stabbing death of Wesley
Bad Heart Bull at the hands of & white businessman

fn Buffalo Gap, South Dakota, which drew AIN forces
into the aroa of Wounded Knee,

On February 18, 1974, his brother, Verlyn Dale Bad
Heart Bull, was fatally shot in Allen, Nebraska, where
he was a construction worker. The owner of the
house where he was staying was held for questioning.
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Pine Ridge Election: Was It A Fair Fight ?

Pine Ridge, South Dakota — Dick Wilson is still tribal
oouncil chairman on the Pine Ridge Reservation,

The highly-controversial election gave him a narrow
victory of 1730 to 1530 over Aussell Means, o leader
in the American Indian Movement, Wilson became
the first tribal council chairman since the BIA st up
elections in 1934, 10 be elected to two consecutive
terms,

One woulkd have expected from the primary elections
beld January 22nd that Russell Meam would have
won, In that election, he led a field of 12 candidates,
with Wilson coming in second. The third runner-up
was Gerald One Feather, who campaigned hard to
have his supporters yvota for Means in the finals which
were bald February 7.

Both Wilson and the Fedaral Government had claimed
that Means and the American Indian Moyvement had
little support in the occupation of Wounded Knge
just & handful, it was sald, But even in his loss, Means
indicated that thare was wide-spread grassroots sup-
port. The final outcome also indicates how highly
palarized the reservation s, for the men are Litter
enumies as & result of Wilkon's hard-nosed attitude to:
ward his people.

Means charged the election was “illegal and an incred-
ible travesty of justice.”" Among the irregulsrities, he
said wyre: 2
— In Wanblee, white ranchers and their wives
voted,

— In Potato Creek, 83 votes were cast although
there are only about 32 voters who signed regis-
tration carde

- In Martin, Tote Richards, a mdmber of Wik
s0n’s goon syuad and a poll watcher, took bal-
lots house-to-house to have them signed and
brought them back to the polling place. He siso
broke into the ballor box before the election
Was Over,

~ In Kyle, Judge Two Crows took blank ballots

(Pedro Bissonetts was one of the seven originally
charged in what the government cailed the “leader
ship™ cases coming out of Wounded Knee — he was
killed by BIA police October 17.)

Even before the primary, two Means campaign workarn
were assaulted for advocating his cendidacy. Known
AIM sympathizers were run off the road on thelr way
10 voting by BIA police. There were incidents of
shooting in Manderson and in Wounded Knee on elec
tion day. Two investigators from the Wounded Knee
Legal Defense/Offense Committee (WKLDOC) were
assaulted by Federal marshals when they tried 1o find
out whiat happened in one shooting incident,

BIA police refused to allow independent observers or
madia people onto the reservation to monitor the elec
tians.

Meoans has asked the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
and the Community Relations Service of the Justice
Department to come in to conduct an investigation of
the election,

At least eight Temlilies who are known m AIM support
ers have been threatenad with having their houses
firebombed and shot st Leaflgts have bean distribu-
tod, allegediy by Wilson, saying that the 1500 people
who voted for Russell Means have three days to get
off the reservation,

o~
.é//af-z;.

2 S—

Milo Goings, one of the Wounded Knee defendants,
had his rear windshield shot out and the side of his
car sprayed with bullets from a high-powered rifle,
Goings was in the car ot the time, and later was ar-
rested for the shooting of Harold Weasel Bear, 2 little
boy whose head was grazed with » bullet. Another
man — Richard Janis — is also charged with the same
shooting, and yet he ant Goings had not seen each
other that night.

Two othar AIM supporters have been beaten up since
the slection. Poker Joe Merrival, son of tribal lawyer
Ethel Merrival, was stabbed the Saturday after the
election,

As the New York Times put it, “White ranchers and
marchants in northwaest Nebraska, the major trading
ares of the Oglals Sioux, ware overjoyed by Wilson's
election. ‘We had no ides what to expect if Russell
Means got in," said a Rushwille, Nebraska, mots! opar
ator,"”

Means noted that he had not campalaned at all, that he
hadn’t resortaed to mud-slinging and dirty politics, and
still received 48% of the votes

I did not have the stock growers’ money. | did not
have the money of the John Birch Society. | had my
paople. AIM has proven a point — 1500 people have
said, "AIM iz not outsiders.’ **

Wilson hat) told the press the night before the election
that if he won, he would personally run Russell Means
off the reservation. In Manderson, BIA policeman Leo
Weston is alleged to have told people he would run all
AIM mumbers and sympathizers off the reservation,

Witson was critical about the adjournment Judge Fred
Nichol had granted in his St. Paul courtroom 3o that
Mearss could return 10 the reservation to vote, or 8s
Wilson put it, "so an AIM leadar can campaign agoinst
the established representative government of our tribe.”
Nichol had granted the racess reluctantly when Moans
had bean unable to obtain an sbsentee ballot,

Wilson inserted gusrter-page advortisements in ares
newspapers asking for a big urnout at the eloction,
and for voter suppart. “As swarybody knows,” he
said, ‘1 have supported Tribal Government and our
tribal constitution against the armad revolutionaries
who invuded our reservation and destroyed property
and denied our entire tribe our Civil Rights, while
using our historic Wounded Knee to draw attention
to their selfish, greedy, and destructive sots.”

There were leaflets taken sround too, One by Means
promised checkpoints would be establlished on all
roads to keep liquor from coming into the reservation,
and said new tribal offices would be built in Wounded
Knee, which is more central on the reservation than
Pine Ridge, and which is some distance from the BIA
offices. Means promised free health clinics would be
astablished in the districts, that mini-buses would be
provided to district councils 1o transport their people,
that the tribal council would mest waekly and an
honest independent audit would be done on tribal
books and programs,

In addition, Means” platform was to encourage all
Oglala farming co-ops, and 1o regain land held by
white ranchers so a tribal herd and meat-packing oper-
ation could begin, He promised community contral
by having district council representatives vote as their
people wished. He said the sacred religion given to
the Lakots would be reinstituted. In addition, Means
promised he would work towsrds restoring land taken
during World War 1l for a gunnaery range, gathering
assistance from such countries as Sweden, Japan, and
West Germany, and, of course, recognition of the
1868 Sioux/U.E. treaty, by the U.S. and by tha Uni:
ted Nations.
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“You Will Lose” — Dick Witson campaign leafiet
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For his part, 8 pro-Wilson leaflet was issued saying
that if Means were slected, there would be no more
surplus foods, ADC checks, no medical care, ote. (see
latlot on previous page,)

The WKLDOC had token a suit to Tedera! court to

get 18-year-old voters permitted 1o vote — the ¢lection
is under federal control, snd thus the now constitution
ol smendmant should apply, they argued, However,
Judge Andrew Bogue, whose anti-AIM featings are now
almost legandary, delayed his decision until after the
glection was over. Observers ogroe that most of the
younger voters would have been for Means,

Bogue did, give an order that the ballots be impounded
%0 that & recount or investigation could be held — if
that action was ordered,

* Witson has said the federal courts do not have jurisdic-
tion over tribal elections — only the election board he
sppointed has that power, he says. He said that no
complaints a1 all had been filed with the glection
board regarding irregularities,

~ Shannon County News
Oick Wilson . . . the winner?

However, all the difficulty could have been aliminated
if AIM raguests for outside observers had been honor-
ed, In the primary, & few observers were allowed, and
the report was that there were £56 more votes cast
than there were people who signed the voter registra
tion lists.

There s the suspicion that most of these votes were
for Wilson, for immaedintely after the election, the
votor registration lists apparently were: burned before
the losers wera able to challenge the results of the pri
mary,

The National Council of Churches had asgreed 10 pro-
vide 40 outside, indepandent, neutral observers — but
. Commissionar of Indian Affairs Morris Thompson
would not intervene 1o sllow thelr prasence.

BIA commissioner Thompson said, however, that
“based on our present information, there does not
appear to be sufficient evidence of voting fraud or
irregularity to warrant foderal intervention st this
um5l

Wilson's margin came almost entirely from votes in
Pine Ridge Village, where he had a 520-318 lead.

Pine Ridge is the residence of many tribal and BIA
employees. In the districts, it was another story.

Red Cloud, Wolf Creek, Batestand, Wakpamni-Lake,
Community 4, Calico, Our Lady of the Sun, Wanblee,
Porcuplne all were led by Means — plus, significantly,
Wounded Knee, which voted 81-38 for Means,

New council members include; Ping Aidge Village ~ Bennatt
Tuffy Slerra, Vincent Brawer, Arta Carlow, Frank “Posie”
Ecotfey, and Thomas Conrny, Jr,; Wakpamni — Marvin Ghost
Benr, Morria Wounded, David Two Lance; Eaghe Nest — Jake
Litde Thunder, Jecob Yallow Hawk: Madicing Root - Mats
Engle Heart, Sylvester "Sog"™ Janis; White Clay — Frank Starr,
Florence Ten Fingers: LaCresk — Nowton Cummings; Porcu.
pine — Peul tron Cloud, Severt Young Bes; Pass Croek —
Vincent Thunder Sull.

Joe American Hore defeated Dave Long by a 241
margin for tribal vice-president. The council Is generally
sympathetic 1o Wilson.

Wilson declared a tribal holiday, sending a lot of school
children back home to bewildered parents. After a big
beer party at the moccasin factory, Wilsan headed for
Rapld City with friends to celobrate his victory there.

He parted with a philosophical reminder that his victory
was proof that working through the system worked,
“This has been an historic occasion,” he said, “"We have
been under the scrutiny of the entire world.” He added
that the victory was 8 weather vane for the world,
whether people would endorse government by violence,
or threat, or whether “‘we would pursue progress thru
our imperfect system of democracy,””

AEWESASNE NOTES

A BETTER LIFE FOR INDIANS

One year agu, front pages throughout the nation were

carrying stories of the American Indian Movement

occupation of Wounded Knee. AIM, buoyed by bald

efforty days aarlier to “sensitize™ Rapid Clty to Indian

wnuds and desires, had occupied the historic reservation
TR

The Rapid City program of AIM was successful, Cep
tainly there are still problems, inequitios and faults on
all zsides. But, without bloodshed, Rapid City was
“senzitized" to a new awareness of Indian complaints,
and some positive programs, such as creation of the
statutory Rapid City Human Relations Commission
have resulted

.+ + A Wounded Knee can heal - even stronger.
{This editorial appeared in the Rapid City Journat Feb, 27.)

e e —
THE CONTINUITY OF FREEDOXN

Onee, one of the most ddiculous womicks of Amen-
can boutgeois political hoopla was 1o hiwve whoever
was the President of the United States — or for that
matter, even those who were sspiring to be President

be photographed with an Amencan Indian Chief,
The Indian Chief would be stem-focod and dignified,
wearing 4 full Teathered headdress, with o trail of
feathers down hiz hack (o his moceusing, and the real
Chief of State, the Prevident, or the hopeful one-to-be,
would be o man with o sy self-satisfied smile on his
face.

At that time, | could never fathom the reason for
these higinks, because it “that point in time™ the In-
dians meount absolutely nothing in Amencan politics,
After more than 30 yeors of warfare, the West had
been wou for the railroad, catthe, and mining harons
An entire Nation of tribal people had been systema-
tically destroyed by 1900, Those who survived were
securely confined (o reservations,

Later on, these photographs of the Indian Chief and
the “Great White Father ™ began to symbolize for me
the fact that the lndians hud been so roundly defeated
and whdm;:)’n'g:.ﬂl Ihu;':‘:rlw :’llt‘a ‘!mlhhv.hn ':»- In;aw
- 10 ologra with him in oeder to have
" litlt-. sport, Symbiolically, these photos were say ing:
“The Indiass have heen relegated to the past — o his-
torcal past that is over and done with.”

The militant actions taken by ndians in recent venrs
hae proven the aliove to e uotrie. The Tndin today
i= very much part of a hetoncal dimension.

The seszuee of Wounded Koeey during the wanter of
1973, with the American Indians holding of § hundeeds
of .S, marshals who sttempted (o retahe the old
trading post, proved that the Indians had not forgot.
ten their long struggdes for independence and freedorm.
They demonstrated that even sich bong discontinuity
in their stouggle Tor freedom s not fatal to the iden of
freedom,

In the 19305, the sen of a militant Indian was so out
of the question that the srch-conservative columnist,
Westhrook Pegler, did not find it unusal W0 seemonize o
to Black covil nghts teaders “to pattern themselves
ufter the Jong-suflering Indian and avoid the danger of

hecaming # Communist dupe’™ _ .|

We speak of history, but most oflten we are speaking
of the present — and in this case, if histoey & mean-
ingful, 1t has demonstrated that no amount of “benign
pegloct”™ which trandated means absolute indifference,
can destroy the idea of freedom, nor forestall the
movement toward freesddom,

(Thiz wins ar by John Alan and appeerod in News und Lettors,
1900 £, Jeffecson, Detroit, Michigon,)

e e e e
INDIANS IN A STRUGGLE TO REGAIN DIGNITY

.+« A group colled the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/
Offense Comemittee has distributed copies of 2 booklet
on AIM and its role in the oceupation | of Wourded

Knwe], It quotes an AIM member an the Pine Ridge

Reservation, saying the organizetion “is first a spiritu-
a movemant, a religious rebirth, and then s rebirth

of Indian dignity.”

Looking at it from the outside, | have found it hard
to see thiz unruly bunch as the embodiment of a
spiritusl rebirth. Yet there is no doubt about & couple

. of things: the American Indian (s 8 human being whose

spirituality was once great — and he o+ she Is also ane
whase dignity has been sorely tried.

Such a rebirth iz needed and wo whites probably
should dwell more on that and less on how threstened
we are by militancy. We should want the Indian to
regain his dignity as soon as possible, because only
thent will we ever be freed of the stain left on all of
us by the systermatic invasion and near destruction of
all the onge proud Indian nations. :

(This commant iy by Alan Conningham, part of & column for
the Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Colorada, Jan, 14, 1873 |

EARLY SPRING, 1974

THE VOTE IN WOUNDED ANEE
v oo The Oglala Stoux s understandable divsatisfoction
with their ot would probably have turned out yer
another incumbont hod Mr. Wilson not been opposed
by so poor w representutive of Indian inlerests as
Ruxxell Mouns. 1t ix soboring that the cole was ay
cloxe ax it was. If 1,500 Indians are desperate en
to vote for Russell Meany, they ure desperate in

In view of Mr. Meons” long record, culminating in
armed rebellion at Wounded Knee and o budi
thyvatening (0 sue the Cleveland Indians for meist de-
tinrm, most of us will be disposed to agree with

. Wilsor, who said the electorsl contest was
between “govornment by violence, theont, and destrie
tion" and “progress thew our imperfect aystem of
demoeraey, ™
‘_’l’hh b the_conclugon of an editoanl i the Chicago Tritane

fh‘.’y l‘.' I’T‘.)

b -

AFTER THE OGLALA ELECTION

Regardless of the final outcoms of the bitterly digputed
Pine Ridge Reservation election, the time clearly has
come for a full-dress investigation, with a clear deter
mination to attack the cauges Thiy rement

would have been as compelling if Ru Means had
woa an undigputed victory as it ix in light of Dick
Wilson's reelection as head of the Oglala Sioux tribal
government.

Police actions against symptoms have falled.

The causes run far deeper than & clash of personalities
~ nor will Wilson's threat to run all non-Sioux AIM
supporters off the reservation solve anything, For if
nothing else, the election demonstrated that AIM,
whatever its off-reservation support, has a substantial
indigenous base.

Moreover, this is fundamentally a white man's prob-
lem, the rotten fruit of generations of cynical neglect,
wif-serving bureaucracy, ignorance, greed and racism,
Even allowing for exaggeration, provocation, and mis
understanding, there has boen harassment fosteted by
the policies the BIA pursues. To recognize that does
not condone anyone's violence, but like black Amerk
cans, the new breed of Indian activists will no longer
accept paternalistic oppression as a permanant burden.
Pine Ridge and Wounded Knee are part of a larger
movement bazed on & new perception of '‘sovereign.
ty and “self-determination.”” AIM is a manifestation
of this at well az the grinding poverty on the Pina
Ridge Reservation.

On paper, BIA ‘and the Justice Department have the
power to take bold steps, In reality, there is no evi-
dence they will. It is up to Congress now. A begin-
ning has been made in legislation that has passed the
Senate calling for an American Indian Policy Roview
Commission, a project of Sen. Abourezk, that en-
visions & body of five sunators, five representatives
and five Indians,

This body, although it would look down the pike 10
longterm solutions, could immediately hold searching

hearings on the spot as well as in Washington, wher'
there are already piles of statistics, We would, how-

over, welcome searching inquiries hoyany quarter as
so0n as
(This editorial appeared In the Minnsepotis Star Febryary 11.)
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White House
RepliesTo
Oglala

15 Questions

Washington, D.C. — Tiw
White House has informed
wraditional Oglala chiefs and
headmen that only Congress
can change or rescind tres-
ties made with native peo:
ple, and that the White
House does not have the
POWEr to anter into traaty
negotiations despite pro-
visions In tresties which call
for presidential action,

The reply was made by
fettor written Januery B,
signed by Leonard Garment,
“assistant to the President’”,
and includes a set of an-
swery to the Fiftsen Ques-
tions submitted by the Og -
lalas in November, [Sea last
issus for compilete detally, )

Garment’s angwor was wide-
ly distributed by the FBI at
the St. Paul wials in an ap-
porent effort 1o quash any
use of the Treaty of 1868
a8 a defdénse.

Garment’s 1eply Implies that money s the answer to
the problems, not freedom, and he suggests that the

set up unilaterally 1o make unilateral decitions about
what payment should be made for prior wrongs of

That course of action has not proven to be very
Berween the 1920
: 5 cuses befora
Court of Claims, as Garment points out, and ail
favor of the LS, Govern

in
L

1848, the Indian Claims Commission was sot up,
and the Lakotas still have seven cases pending. The
ruling on those cases came February 14
not make an award, but which opened up
the cases 10 an increasingly Intricate web of further
court action,

i you have any complaints about how these suits
arn proceeding,” Garment says, “you thould contact
the attornoys who have long been rotained by the
Oglals Sioux people [read, “tribal council”’] to
ropeasont them in these lawsits.™

Garment also sald that the waditional lenders were
pot the legitimate spokewmen for the Oglatas, sinco
the US had set up » systam of determining which
leadars 1t would scknowledge, and what powers thay
would have or not have.

“You mre also aware, of course, that your communi
cation to the President i not the official position
of the Oglala Sioux,” Garment says in what must be
sarcasm.  “That can only come from the dlected
Tribal Council and Tribal Officers of the Oglala
Sioux. . . But a3 in sy democratic society where
thare is contention and differing opinions, the pro-.
per court of laxt revort is the balfot box.”
The Treaty of 1868, Garment says, is still & “valid
legal document™ and its obligations are still in force
“except insafar a1 any of them have been changed
by the Congress, by the parties, satisfied by litigs-
tion or expired.”
“In closing, | axpress the hope that both you as
Indisn people 25 well as those of us working in the
of Indisn affairy in the Federsl Government will

Either unable to see that the Lukotas regard the
Treaty of 1868 as the basic document goveming the
refationship between their paople and the US., or
perhaps afrald of that implication, Garment closes by
instructing the Lakotas that it is not enough to
curso history ta undo or repair historic wrangs.”

“What s essential,” he says, “is realistic and sus
tained action using the intelligence and snorgy of all
'chou persons and groups in and out of government
who understand the legitimacy of Indian grievances
and the compelling need to act on them.™

The questions submitted, and the White House reply
follow:

Quettion 1° Does the United States of America regard the
Treoty of Aped 20, 1868, 15 Stac. 635, matified February 18,
1868 and proclpimed by the President of sald nation on Fab,
24, 1888, us » valid lagal document binding the Lakota Natian
and the United States in » fegal refationshin?

Insofar as the 1868 Treaty has not been changed by
the parties, changed by legisiation [of Congress of
the U.S.], satistiod by litigation, or expired, it is
binding on the parties to the same extent that other
treaties are binding and /s & valid jegal document,
The extent of its modifications and of its binding
effact on the partias iz developed more fully below,
Quastion Hel I the United Stotes does not regard this
treoty & valid and legally binding wpon 1, what isx the besis

for the claim by the United States that it has any jurisdee
1on over the people of the Lakota Nation at ali?

.+« Even in the absence of jurisdictions conferrad
by troaty, it /s well established [by the United
States/ that the United States has gpeneral jurisdiction
over Indlan tribes. [Cuses are cited.]

Question 22 What s the cutrent status of the 1868 Traary?

The obligations assumed under the 1868 Treaty re-
main obligatory upon the parties to the same extent
thar other treaty obligations are obligatory insofar s
they have not been satisfied or changed,

Questions 2(al s 2{0): What srticles of this treaty does
the United Siates regard s binding upon 17 What articies
ﬁ:l.t:_;umv dons the United States bellove that it has ful
Starnding wlone, the questions are rather broad.
Many of them, howevar, are amswered below . . .
Question 2(c):  What articler of this tresty does the United
States avimit having noat yet futhifed?

None, (n the sense that the Unitedd States has failed
eithor to perform or satigfy the obligations assumed,
See panerally Sioux Tribe v. United States, 95 Cr.
Cl 72, 81 (1947): . . . The Court c "We
hoid that the obligations of the Treaty of 1868 have
beenr complied with both in fact and in

effect. . .
Question 3. With respect to Article | of this reaty, we 1»
gard the oispatch of Tederal marshaly 10 the Pine Ridpe Inds.
an Ruseevertion lust winter w1 » violation of maid article In
that such behavioe violetes thy provision and gromise of
Artiche | that the Unlied States “desires peace and they now
pledge thalr honor toO maintain L' How 0082 the United
Stotes i\mifK| iy invasion of the lands of the Oglala hane of
the Lakoma Nation by federsl marshaly last winter?

We are unable to sew how dispatching the Federal
marshals 10 the Pine Ridge indian Beservation vio-
lates the United States 1868 pledge to try to main-
tain pewce.  This would appear to us 1o be a per-
formavice of the pledye rather than o violstion there
of. One of the purposes of sending United States
macshaly 10 the reservalion was 10 proserve the peace
- promised in Articie | of the tresty.

Queston 4. With respect 10 Antely |1 of soid veaty, we
rogard thy bullding of dams oo the Misourt River o & vin
[9tign of the wranty which continuus until 1he present, In
that thy United States hes unilaterally and unconstitusionak
ty deprived the Lskots pecple of their righty 10 use all of
sald Missour) Fiver, the totadity of sid river leying within
the boundsring of the Lakota Nation. What position does
the United States take with respect to this viokstion?

The descendant tribes of the ancestral Sioux groups
who entered into the 1868 Treaty are presently
swing the United States under the provisions of the
Indian Claims Commission Act . . .

Question 5: With respect to Article 11l of sald tresty
[pasrantseing 160 acres per person of arsble land “If & yery
considerable number of such persons shall be diposed to
commonce cultivating tha 0l as farmens,” even if that
moant enlarging the raservation] . . Boes the United States
maintain that it has fylfilled this article of the treuty? If
w0 whan? And how?

It appears that not “a very considerable number”™ of
Sioux were “disposed to commence cultivating the
soil sy farmors™ in the years following the 1868

in fact, very few were, lcnag cited.]

Question 6 With respect to Article V of the treaty, we
maintain that the United States ha failed 10 enforce the
provisions af thig articls 1o the bersfit of the Lakats peo-
Pl andl that far from keeping the sgent’s office open to In
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Since the signing of the treaty and the establishment
of the original agency, the Sioux people have con.
tinbously had a resident agent. With the subsequent
extablishment of separate agencies for the Sioux
groups, sach hax had its own agent (wiperintendent).

. The Pine Ridge agency alone — for the Oglala
Stoux — iz staffod by some 400 employess, far more
than anticipated by the treaty,

All these agencies are administering programs for the
beneflit of the Sioux people considerably in excess of
what i called for unter the tréaty, The grand rots!
made availoble theough the BIA during 1973 to carry
out programs for the benefit of those Sioux peaple
whose ancestors signed the 1868 Traaty, and to
maintain the agéncies, was approximately $28-million,
. . . Federal sgencies other than the Indlan Bureau
are programming funds aqual to if not surpassing
those expandad by the Bursaw. We contend. thare
fora, that the Government has complied with its re.
soonsibility that its agent falthfully discharged the
duties enjoined on him by law,

The respective agencies are open 1o all Sioux people.
Many compilaints have been received and are acted
upon daily. With respect to “depredation claims,”
either by or againgt Indians, our records do pot dis
cloge that any such claims have been filed under the
Troaty of 1868 . . .

If by “depredations,” Chis! Foolscrow means the
allegations which he and his associstes have ralsed
concerning recent civil rights wiolations, the actions
of the United States have been diligent and full,
Some fifty compiaints weve brought to the Govern-
ment’s attention. The Civil Rights Division of the
Depactment of Justice and the Feders! Bureau of
Investigation investigated all of them. They inter-
viewed over 170 witnesses. None of these investiga:
tions has yet turned up anything subistantis/ enough
1o give the United States a prosecutable case, Il by
“depredations” Chief Foolscrow means allegations
about funds being misused by the Oglala Tribal
Council or by the Bursau of Indian Affairs at Pine
Ridge, the United States aguin responded promptly
last Spring and contracted for an outsice firm
(Touche, Ross) to do a complete audit in both
places. The results of the audit reveal that although
there has been some sloppy bookkeeping for years by
both govarnment and Indian offices, there was o
bLasis for criminal charges in either place.

Ou_auwn 7 With reect to Article VI of the tresty, we
maintain that the provedures descritod In this arvicle were
the ONLY moars ppen 10 either the Lakote people or the
United States to slior the landy of the Lakoms.  Wo main
tain that the United Stater, in frauduluntly siotting the
fonds of the Lakows {through sbsmousnt lagisistion caumsng
mm—sd land] has violstact this acticle of the wraety,
the Unitad States claim it It hat sither mmn.??-
followed the procedures descriad \a this article n making
atiotments of the lancdh of the Lakata? H so, baw!

{1t nppears that the U.S. misinderstood or defiber
ately did not answer the question fully.] Since the
recory shows that but a ralatively fow Sioux were in-
clined to farm folfowing the 1868 Traaty, it appears
that the benelits of this sixth article wore utiiized by
the Sioux only to a minor degree. [Cases cited. |

We subunit that the United Stutey fuifilled the
obligations of Article 6

Cuestion 8 With respect 1o Article VI of the trasty, we
maintsin that this article provides far & acial and ongalng
educotionad program for the Lakots people.  We mainmin
that the United States has not futtitipd the provigons of the
article antd remaing llable to the Lakots people in the fieid
of educstion. Does the United Ststes maintain that is hos
fulfitled thiz article of the tresty, |1 so, how?

[The U.S, cites a lengthy court case indicating that
it was impossible to build sufficient schools, etc.,
because of “unsertied” conditons, and that further,
the provisions of the section expired after 40 yeors]
... Yas, the United States has fulfilled jtx obligation
under Article 7 of the 1868 Treaty . . .Nonetheless,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs of course continues to
provide educational services to the Sioux people.

On the Oglala Reservation, for instance, the Fiscal
Year 1974 educstional sarvices budget totals $4.8.
million and invoives educational services to 2,907
Oglola children and 156 adults from pre-school
college scholarships and adult training . . .

Cuustion §: With respect to Artitle VIl of thie traaty, we
demand an sccounting of the Nifilimant by the U.S, of the
isions of this treaty. [Cally for seds and sgricu!turat

lements 10 aid In farming.]
[Claims court cuse cited.] The Court . . . went on
to show that there was very little demand for sseds
and agricultural implements at that time. [A tom! of
$13.529.46 m_socmlly expended by the U.S. for
& ten-year period before the plan was abandoned.)
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Question 10: With respect 1o Articie X of this trasty, we
demand an sccounting of the fulfiliment by the United States
of the provisions of this eaty, [Calls for the U.S 10 provide
mean ond Nour sod cows and oxen, sinoe, confined o the
rosarvation, the Lakotn would require & period of time befors
they could develop an oconomy to replecs the buffalo. ]

(Cluims court case cited, concluding that the
$126,000 spent between 1870 and 1880 was sde
quate for those who were making efforts to be seif-
sustmining, and that it wasn't to be given to others.]
. . .We believe it clear that the United States has
#iready accounted to the Sioux under Article 10 and
that no further accounting should be necessary,

Question 111 With respect 10 Articke X1 of this treety, we
dectern that wo, the Lakoto Nation have fultitled this pro-
vition, Does the United States maintoin that is hes fulfilled
the provisions of this article of the treaty? I o, when?

and how? [The Govertsment wit obligeted 10 pay for roads,
roliways, mailetations, and other works af utilities which
might be congtrictey on reseevation londs, with the demages
stt by thred disinterested commizsioner: appomted by the
Prasident, with oni cominissionss 10 be a chief,)

..« We asume any lands taken In connection
therswith have been in accord with the Jegal and
equitalile requirements obtaining. If Mesiry. Fooly
crow and King (who signed the 15 questions! fowl
any such takings ave questionsbie, they shoulkd
identify same and set forth thelr ressons. |

Oumntion 12 With respect (o srticle X1 of this trasty,
we malmtain that the ratification by Congress of this treaty
foreclossd the use by the United States of Amerka ANY
OTHER POSBSIBLE MEANS of galning additions! land
camtions from the Lakota Natkon, Does the Unimed Stemm
foel that it has fultitled the provistons of this article of the
umaty? It g0, when? and how? {The article provides that
no treaty far further ceniong of land will be volid unins
wxecutad and sgned Y wt lesat thees-fourths of all the
acult made Indians |

Insofar as we can presently sscertain, thiy provision
has not been repealed and accordingly is applicable
to transfors made of the Sioux resstvation fands
Mowever, the tragty provision does not bar the
Unimd States from taking such lands without con.
sent, the same as it takes lands from non<ndian
owners without their consent, Le., under its powes
of eminent domain. The treaty also doex not bar
Congress from taking Indian landy under its plenavy
powers to manage lndian affoire.  [Case cited ]

.+« Except for eminent domain takings or transfers
made under the plenary powers of Congress, Sioux
raservation lads cannot be transferred without the
congent of 3/4 of the adult male Indisnt [Vast
quantities of land were lost to the Lakotas when it
was taken by the United States.)

Question 13, With respeet to Asticle XV of this troaty,
wo maintain that when the Lakom people secaptpd the
reseryiion outhined in this treaty 88 & permanent home,
such acceptance tharely foreclosed any cession of urisdic.
tion Gy the United States over the Lakota Nation, How
doos the Unitd States interpret the phrasealogy “permarn-
ent haome'?

. . . Regardless, however, of the words used to
designate the permanency of the transfer, one
should keep in mind that the permanency as there-
in stated /s always subject to the United States right
to take such land under its power of eminent domain
or under the plenary powers of Congress, as woll as
subject to subsequent voluntary transfers made by the
owners thereof.

Question 14; With respect 10 Article XVI, how does the
U.S interpret the phrase “unceded Indian territory’?

The meaning of this phrase and the rights of the
tribe under it are in litigation . ., before the Indian
Claims Commission. The matter is complicated and
we do not feel it would be proper for us to express
an opinion on the meaning of this provision at this
time. The tribe js represented by competont attor
neys and we foel that under the circumstances we
should awalt the decision of the Commission before
expressing any opinion.

Question 16: With respect to Article XVII of this treaty,
how does the United Statet interpret this article insofar i
it only abrogates those portions of pravious trestier and
ogreements that obligate the United States to provide
money, clothing, or other articles of property?

« + + Other provisions, to the extent they weve not
otherwise changed or sstisfied, wouk! continue past
the 1868 Treaty.

A Look At The Lawyers

With its insistence that Wounded Knoe is a criminel case
and is not political, the U.S, Governmont also adds that
it is not trying to destroy the American Indian Move-
ment Or so says Richard D, Hurd, first assistant U.S.
Artorney from South Dakota, who heads the team of
prosecutors.

Hurd also insists that Means and Banks are not being

“entirely honest” in thair verbal attacks on the “sys-

tom'’, and that there is no basis in the claim that they
were acting within the rightx of thelr treaty,

Hurd is from Sturgis, South Dakots, and Is 32 years old.
By contrast, defense attornay William Kunstler is 54,
and from Long island, New York. Kunstler says he has
been Involved in “social couse'” cases since 1961, when
he witnessed the arrests in Jackson, Mississippi, of biack
people who refused to sit in the hack of buses.

One case which caused him trauble was the Chicago
comepiracy trial four years ogo. While the defendants
were eventually froed on appeal, the antics of Judae
Hoffman drew Kunstier into contempt of court charges
and during the beginning weeks ol the Wounded Knee
trial, the New York City Bar Association fited disciplin
ary charges against him,

Hurd s assisted by David Gienapp, an assistant U.S.
attarney in Sioux Fatls, their boss — William Clayton,
.S, Attorney — and by Earl Kaplan from the Justice
Dapartment in Washington, The prosecutors can easily
bo impgined in the role of cowbays in an old-fashioned
Westoern

The prosecution also contonds that the defendants do
not represent American Indlans, and can't even speak
{or the balance of the American | ndisn Movement.

Kunstier said the atmasphere in St Paul surrounding
the trials was vory different than in his experiences olse-
where. He sald the people were downright friendly,

Ho said ho had been invited, along with other lawyers

ond Indian leaders, 10 & dinner given by Mayor Lawrence

Cohen, “That's never happened before,” he said. )
think that maybe St. Paul can point & way to something
that'y wery important, That when these trials come,
they are very much a part of the Amaerican scene and *
the so-called democratic process, and that instesd of
being hostile 1o people seeking to break new frontiers in
civil rights and liberties, or to redross grisvances, that
they will welcome these people and do everything they
can 1o make their stay comfortable and friendly and
non-hostile, **

Kungiler was percesved by many as the wild-eyed radi-
cal lawyer who defended those who would destroy
democratic Institutions, But he has been talking to
groups in the heartland of suburban conpservatism in
the St, Paul area, and has won new respect.

He told the Minnetonko Jaycees, for instance, that
confrontation may be the only way to change gowm.
ment, and that they should wiench thamselves from
their comfortable lives and do something shourt the
country, When he finished speaking, threo fourths of
the 250 white middis-class up-and-coming businessmen
snd young professionals stood up and applauded.

Kunstler, who started practicing lew about the time
most of the audience wem born, sat among them as
his usual disheveled self — hoir unruly, shoes scufled,
corduroy suit rumpled.  And he didn't spare punchées

Commenting on the court order that the U.S, should
pay the attornny fees for Means and Banks, Kunsther
said, 1 think it's fitting for the government 10 pay —
for this unjust, unreasonable persecution, We have an
ilugion that the law is just and fair and equitable,
But it's a very manipulative system. 1t's used now m
& very sucred kind of exacutioner — repiscing the
hangman’s nooss or the axe, That doesn’t show the
blood.”

Government, he said, is using the law and the courts
to "destroy groups that question its power. People
have been destroyed, harassed, Intimidated, their or-
ganizations destroyed.” The method — the conspiracy
trial, @ method that o far has been unsuccessful before
juties,

The government's purpose in prosecuting hundreds of
people who were part of Wounded Knee, Kunstler
belioves, “is 1o destroy the Indisns s & political force,
to get the American Indian Movement out of the way
0 Indians can be dealt with as they always have been.”

It ls inconsistent, ha said, 10 condemn the Watergate
affair, “but sit by while the courts are further dis-
graced by these Indian trials.”

Because of the Watergate and the conspiracy trials,
Kunstler said he was “burning inside
bitterness and frustration and hatrad,
the Jaycens that I coma hare in love, | come hore in
pesce, | come here in the high hapes we will add
‘somuthing to our fives through this trial ™

Ken Tilsen, who has been a long time member of the
WKLDOC, has some experience with antiwar demaon-
strators’ cases.  His initial Involvermnent with Wounded
Knee occurred ten days after the occupation began,
and it iz in keeping with the confusion that has sur
rounded the case from its beginning.

o @ = o
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Tilsen heard third-hand, by way of New York, that
there were no lawyers out in Wounded Knee, and that
the Rapid City and Pine Ridge jalls werg packed with
unrepresented Indisns, He and another lawyer laft for
South Dakota immediately to see what they could do.

“The jail was bulging!— we didn't leave it for two
days, We held magistrate’s hearings for the 41 people
who were in jail without representation, and we got
them released,”” he recalls.

During the next two months, he altemated his time
betwesn Wounded Knee and St. Paul, usually manpging
to be in South Dakota when important things were
happening, In late Macch, he got & court order pac-
mitting six lawyers to enter the besieged town with
food and medicine for the occupetion group and resi-
dents. He was with the group who went in,

« photo by Charyl Walih/North Country Arvil
Ethe) Merrival and Willlam Kunstier in court

“1 volunteered to stay all night, and that was the
might that the so-called “rosidents’ ™ roadblock was
wit up and | wasn't able to get our. ™

Tiisen says that while he was inside, he shared the
feeling of being in & fiberated community for tha first
time in hig life,

“Each day we had rations of soup and fry broad and
then we'd sit up all night drinking coffes. | tried to
cross the street once and had 1o hide behind a car
that took four or five rounds from an FBI emplace.
mant. Although | way in & restricted aren surrounded
by the military, | shared with the people the feeling
of being in total contral of my whole life, | feit much
more free in a deep, personal sense than before.”

Judge Nicho! got his law degree in 1936, and has been o
judge in state or federal appointmeants for the last 16
ysars. Prioe to that, be was a formar nevapaper ind
radio newsman, college history and journalism teacher,
and aide 10 & former ULS, senator. He has been acthve |
Democratic politics.

Nicho! feels that with the federal executive branch in
disarray, the judiciary has o special responsibility, "I'd
like to hope the judiciary can play & role to help restore
the country a litthe bit, but thers are only limited things
the judiciary can do.” He points 10 Judge John Sinca's
straight-forward handiing of the Watergate triols s on
example of regaining respect for domaocratic institutions.

P

Another person working behynd the scenes 8t thie trials
is John Trudell, national AIM cochalrman, He spoke
a1 a rally at the University of Minnesota on the anni
versary of the first day of the occupaetion,

“We have been condemned for being militant and
violent,” ha said, "but in the American Indian Move-
mant, we have not killed anyone ~ yet many of our
people have died. We have not taken anyone and
locked them up in privons, but many of our people
have been put in jails. We have not sold slcohol 10
people on reservations. We hawe not taken the young
children away from their parents and put them in
mission schools. We have not taken racist education
and put it inside of our boarding schools. We have
done none of these things — and yet we are the ones
condemned for being militant and violent and radical,
It was militancy and it was violence and it was radical-
ization that forced these things upor s and it did not
come from our communities.”

Ramon Roubideaux, chief AIM counsel, also found his
life changed by the Wounded Knes occupation, He
practiced law in Rapid City. As he told a rally in
Philadelphin in January, "There | was, practicing
outh Dakota, forgetting

i

tion was on the way, Then Custer [confrontation]
happened. And the Indian poopls are starting to flee
from Egypt. We are looking for our promised fand —

away from us and won't allow us 1o own and enjoy
under our treaty obligations.'”
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The Question Of The 1868 Sioux Treaty... A Crucial Element

InTheWoundedKneeTnals

frhatauimolmosmrrutyo!

1868 is cructal in the defense of those on
trial for the occupation of Wounded
The U.S. asked that all mention
oltht treaty be banned from the trials,
but the court ruled against that, This
Vine Delotia, Jr., and was

Relations Re}

been a kay factor in American history,
and the failure of the United States to
fulfill its treaty peomises has haunted
indians for moet of the past century.

While treaties are now interpreted by the
Indian Claims Commission and the exec-
utive beanch of government as major real
estate deals, in fact, most of them were
mamndniuwhkbthmbum
osase their warfare with the set-
tlens in return for which the United
States would guarantee them peace, sor-
vices such as education and annuity ra-
tlons, and the protection of its lawsz.

Mmdudthmmm
ment, the federal government had the

best of all possible worlds. [t had long
since gotten paace, and whan the tribes
were confined to reservations and with-
olt sufficient military power to retaliate
it also got most of the Indian lands. In
return, the U.S assumed some social
worvices not proméssd In the treaties and
agreements. But when it turned the re.
spongbility for providing these services
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the
1890s by allowing the bureaucraty almost
complete control over Indian lands and
properties, the federal government again
managed to secure more benefits than it
was entitled to have because of the in-
;:l’lityolthouibnlooonttuwhtit

By the late 1930s, it was getting very
onerous (o Congress to have trital dele-
rﬂar.tmdtrtoot in Washington seeking
tion to give them sanding to sue

the government. After nearly a decade
of controversy and many false starts,
the Cangress passed the Indian Claims
Commission Act in 1946 and gave all the
tribes a five-yoar period to file ciaims
sgainst tha government that had accrund
grior 1o 1946. While the Claims Com-
mission Act itself was iberally written,
the newly-appointed commissioners
promptly gave its eligibility sections ex-
tremely narrow interpretations and elim-
inated some of the major claims which
the tribes had outstanding, A frequent,
davice for eliminating a tribal claim was
to declare that the cause of action was
really an individual matter and not a ti-
Eal mateer, thereby precluding tha suit
altogether.
The Indian Claimy Commission has been
in existence for 28 years now, and has
suttled legs than haif of the land and ac.
counting claims filed by the tribes. It
hon sdestepped most of the claims which
did not mvolye lands, such as compen-
sation for massacess of Indians at Wound-
od Knee and Sand Creek and other de-
g:dadm c:ormmue:!he by the Ue’l_bud

tan Anmy against the tribes. The in-
fluence of the Indian Claims Commission
has been immense bacause many federal
policy makers have assumed that any
claims that the tribes have are being han-
died by that commission. Such if not
true, and dissatisfaction has grown to the
point where something radical needs to
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be done 1o put the treaty matter 1o rest,

Behind Alcatmaz, the octupation of nu-
merous federal lands, the ocoupation of
the BIA headquarters in 1972, and
Wounded Knee 1975 stands this uncesol-
ved treaty issue, Most of the complaints
of the Indians today go to the portions
of the traaties whare the government
promised it would abide by specific pro-
visions or that it would do certain things.
The failure of the United States to per-
form according to treaty has meant gen-
erations of resentful Indiany waiting for
that spark of protest to burst into & na-
tional flame. And we have finally, in the
past year, seen that ressntment burst into
apen warfare with the United States,

In order to understand how the
treaty issue affects Indians, and
tuugmﬂlmumbowithmto

the fulfillment of treaty i , wWe
mwlooknmdm 1868
Treaty of Fort Laramis with the Sioux

and Arapaho which was the major com-
plaint at Wounded Knee.

The 1868 treaty was one of a seriza of
treatios signed in 1867 and 1868 with the
tribes of the Great Plains as a result of
Preddent Grant's Peace Policy. That
glcympmlyphdmwnpendmn
economic, Friends of the Indians
hated to 100 the wars of extermination
carried out against the tribes when they
werte only defending themselves on their
own lands. They painted out that so
fierce were the wars between the Indians
and the cavalry that it would be infinite.
Iy choaper to simply provide rations and
serviced to the tribes on reservations
guaranteed by the government than to
continoe what was ementially & war of
attrition on both sdes,

All of thess treaties had the same bagic

1 which provided for education-
al its, reservod rights for hunting,
tribal “Land Books™ for allowing tracts
of land to individusls within the mcd
areas, and provisions that no further land
zessions would be asked of the tribes
without the approval of thres-quarters of
their adult males

The Sioux Treaty was the hardest to ob-
taln. The Army had built & serles of
forts through the Sioux hunting lands
and as the gold minery traveled along this
row of forts toward the Montana gold
fieldy, it became known as the Bozeman
Trail. Realizing that the extinguishment
of game In the ares would doom thair
way of life, and romembering that the
Treaty of 1851 at Fort Laramie guaran:
teed them hunting lands inviolste, the
Sioux conducted a fearful war against
the United States lad by the great Oglala
chief, Red Cloud.

From the first break of spring until late
November, 1868, the United States wait-
ed at Fort Laramie for the various bands
of Sioux to come to the fart and touch
the pen signifying the end of the war and
acceptance of the treaty, Band after
band signed, but peace did not come.
Red Cloud demanded the withdrawal of
the soldiers from his lands before he
would sign the treaty,

Az the 10ll of dead mounted along the
Bozeman, the Unired States began 10
knuckle under. Rogardless of the numer-
ous signatures already on the treaty, it
wak obvious that unless the United States
met Red Cloud’s terms, the Bozeman
would remain a very high-<nsurance-risk
area. Finally, the United States agreed
10 move the forts and called Red Cloud
in. He refused to come until the soldiers
had left, and when the forts wera finaily
emptied and Red Cloud was able to walk
through the ashes, he arrived at Fort
Laramie with his band and calmly
touched the pen, signaling the end of the
only Indian war the United States would
over lose.

Following the defeat of the Seventh Cav-
alry at the Little Big Horn in 1876, the
United States sent a commission to treat
with the Sioux and Arapaho for the ces.
sian of the Black Hills area. The com-
mission failed miserably to get the re-
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g::o?d thres-quartens signatures of the
soux, but reported to the Congress that
they had made the agreement; and in
February, 1877, the Congress passed an
act which purported to confiscate the
Black Hills area.

The Sioux complained bitterly that the
cemion did not follow the procedures set
down and ratified by the Congress in the
treaty of 1868, but to no avail. The
United States has always maintained in
public that the deaal was legal, while ad-
mitting peivately that it was one of the
biggest swindles in world history.

in all subsequent land cessons made by
the tribes signing 1867 and | 848 treaties,
Including later land cessions with the
Sioux, the government always walted un-
til it had the required number of signa-
tures. And when it could not got them,
as In the case of the Kiowa and Coman:
che tn the Jerome Agreement of 1892,
sgnatures were forged vo that the agree
ment appeared 10 be legal. The alleged
cession of the Black Hills thus stands out
conspicuously in American history as the
most blatant case of treaty violation,

Even if ans ware 10 follow the argument
of the United States and agree that the
1876 agreement wete legal (and thig sen.
tence isin no way to be construed as in-
dicating that the agreement was 2 legal
actjeven then the United States did not
fulfill its promises, The 1876 agreement
promimd that the Government would
build comfortable houses for every Indi
an who would agroe to take an allotment.
Needless to say, the Government never
did anything of the kind. Rather, the
1876 agreement’s terms wers forgotten
s soan as the area was securet to the
Uni‘ed States,

Today, 106 yesars after the signing of
dula&maty the Sloux still have not
fands taken by the
thUnmdSuul

ig
g
¥

mped with the tribes,
in a nation of laws, that

courts in an effort 10 clarify the treaty
rights of Indians. Some surpriting de-
cisions have been rendered.

[n one case, Ward v. Race Horse, a trea-
ty provigion was repealed by implication
~ the decision proved so outrageous to
Congress that it appropriated funds to
compensate the tribe for itz alleged loss.
Anothar case takon on the sama troaty
decades later, United States v, Cutler,
produced the amagzing decision that not
evan the Migratory Birds Convention
with North American nations was suf-
ficient to override the treaty clause
granting the tribe the right to hunt on
the reservation. Betwoen thess two ax-
tremas, the cases have litigated almost
every aspact of the treatiss that can be

Imagined.

. b b

Courts cannot reach ultimate decisions
on treaties, however, since their task is
to interpeet the treaty articles in acoord-
ance with the actions of both parties
and In view of what the treaty was sup-
posed to accomplish for both pirties.
Depending upan the knowledge of his.
tory available 1o the ju rmdeﬂnq the
decision, the treaty slons have come
1o mean any number of thingy. In the
fast analysis, the courts have ruled that
the decision on what bappens to the
tribes reste with the Congress, and sev-
eral courts have simply said that the
question under consideration is 4 politi-
cal one that must bs decided by Con-
gress.

Until 1973, there was no affort made by
the Congréss to shoukder its constitu
tional responsibility.

- an analysis by Vine Deloria, Jr.

Following the occupation of the BIA
and the national eiection of 1972, a
great many things began to happen.
Both the Senate and House Indian sub-
committees got new chairmen, Senator
James Abourerk and Congressman
Lioyd Meeds. Both men were well
known for their incisive and intelligent
approach 1o Indisn matters, and they
bogan to claar out the many pieces of
legislation that had lingeced in their
committees for sevaral Congresses.

Wounded Knee finally provided the im-
petus for radical change. During the
confrantation &t Wounded Knee, both
Meeds and Abourezk visited the ressrva.
tion and talked with people on both
sides of the dispute. Ome thing becama
apparent during the oocupation of the
viliage, and that was the century of neg
lect and confusion during which the
United States had refused to confront
the treaty issue had coms to an end,
Even if Wounded Knee could have been
sattled with no deaths or criminal char-
ges, the treaty issue would not be set to
rest by a totl reformation of the tribal
government ~ it was ingrained 100 deep-
Iy into the resentment of the people to
bo avoided,

Sepator James Abourexk introdueed
Joint Resolution 133 in midJuly of
1973 in an affort 1o force some of the
{ssumg in Indian Affairy to surface. The
resolution, if passed into law, would
create a 15man commigion that would
investigate the fulfillment of the tres-
ties and agreements between the United
States and all of the tribes, that would
review the policies, practices, and struc-
tures of the fedecal agencies dealing with
Indians, and that would collect and
compile the data necessary to under-
stand the extent of present and future
Indian needs. In short, in one gigantic
loap, Senator Abourezk put Congress in-
to the forefront of the Indian move-
ment by proposing a vehicle more daring
and creatve than even the Indizns had
conceived.

The only people who really want the
commission are the silent majority of
Indians who want less talk and more
action and who see in an investigative
and study commigsion a chance to pre-
sent arguments and ideas that have been
neglected for nearly a century by both
Indians and bureaucrats. There is no
doubt that the Abourezk Resolution
would be historic in many senses, Not
since the Senate Indian Commiittee in-
vestigations of 1928-32 has a major in-
vestigation of Indian Affairs been con-
ducted. During that time a great many
policy changes were made with only the
premise that “it seemed like a good idea
at the time" for justification of their
existence. There has never beon a com-
mission that was designed to confront
treaty issues dirsctly,

The resolution has passed the Senate
and s now in the Houss Subcommittee
on Indian Affairs where Lioyd Meeds
has promised sarly hearings. While it
may got pamed in the House, there re:
mains & question of whather the Presi-
dent will sign It since it may not con-
tain the provision that he would appoint
the commission’s Indian members. | .
[and ] a frightened Bureau of Indian
Affaics wondering whethar or not it can
survive an opéen investigation of its oper-
ations

Judgment day is arriving in Indian Af-
fairs, and everyone s confused as hell

et THE END!?
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“A Man Named Paul”

Minneapdl/s, Minnesots — An American Lutheran
Church official who narrowly missed bejng jatled on
contempt of wourt charges when an apposls court
ordered him fréad has announced he will resign his
pasition to “work for justice for American Indians.”

The Rev. Dr. Paul A, Boa, director of social services
for the ALC had refused to testify about Indian activ:
ities at Wounded Knee during the occupation on the
grounds that clergymen had: a right to privileged com-
munication similar to that of a lawyer or physician.
He was found gulilty of contempt by US. District
Judge Paul Banson at Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
Benson is 3 member of the ALC,

The US. 8th Circult Court of Appeals did not rule
on the issue of confidentiality, but said that he had
naot been given adequate time to present a defense.
Thae ruling came just as Dr. Boe was in Sioux Falls
January 16th to surrender himself to be imprisoned,
500 persons had come from all over the country to
support him in his stind, and had gathered for &
sarvice in the First Lutheran Church a few blocks
away from the federsl courthouss.

About 300 persons accompanied him after the service
was over as Bog went 10 the office of U.S. Moarshal
George L. Tennyson for confirmation of the reversal
of his sentence. Tennyson, obviously unhappy at
soeing 0 many people try to crowd into his office,
told Boe he had bean instructed “‘not to take you
into custody."

Clyde Bellecourt, a leader of the Ammrican Indian
Movement who is also on trial for his part in the
Wounded Knee occupation, told the crowd that Boe
was “'a good friend of Indians’, and thanked him for
his support. Me reminded the group, however, that
Leonard Crow Deg, another religious Mader but of the
natural religion, “was not 3o fortunate™ and “Taces
long jail terms for practicing the native American
religion, Once again, the double standard of justice
for indisns bocomes quite clear, We urgently seek the
help of all Americans to free Leonard Crow Dog, who
like Dr. Boe, is only guilty of practicing & recognized
native American religion.™

Dr, Boe sald he had mixed fenlings about being out of
prison at this time becauss thera wora 50 many peopls
still facing tong terms if found guilty of “crimoes'
committud in regard to Wounded Knee occupation,
He expressad taith that the courts would try to under-
stand the lssues behind Wounded Knee and not look
a1 who burned what and who stole whit — "Only
then will we get at the heart of what justice means,”
he asserted.

Hoe sald ha was resigning his position in the ALC 1o
spend a significant portion of the next year or two
working for native causes, Ha has boen working with
ALC for the last 20 years, with 14 in hix currant post

In St. Paul, Rumell Means of AIM said he wes the Bth
Circuit Court as a “positive foroe in provonting reac
tionary judges from turning things in North Dakota
and South Dakota into s police state,”

William Kunatler of New York, part of the defense
team for Means and Dennis Banks, said he was ““glad
the courts are beginning to join jurors throughout the
country n opposing and resisting the sttempts of the
governemant 1o use the grand jury and other legal in-
stitutions to destroy the rights and liberties of its
clrizens. ™

Boe had said he would rather be jailed than breoch
his obligations as a clergyman to be silent, During his
ton-day stay in the opening days of the occupation,
Dr. Boe sid, “for the first time in my life | had fear
of my own government. It was a tremendously pro-
found moment of my life,”

Boe could have spent 13 months in jail until the grand
jury's tarm ended — or until he agreed to testify. Ten
religious groups snd leaders joined with the ALC in
supporting Boe's appeal with a friend-of . the-court
brief.

“To poople who have borne injustices and poverty,"
the belef said, "as tha American Indians have, praach-
ing alone by the churches is not sufficient, The
churches’ witness must be expressed In dead as well
as in word, . . When such & relationship has been
creatad or established, as is the case here, communicy
tions often Involve very deep and Intimate spicitual
and moral considerations . . "

Groups supporting the briel Included the Lutheran Chomh.
Missouri Synod, the Nationsl Council of Chufthes of Christ
in the USA, the United Steres Cathollc Conference, the Luth
eran Chureh in Amarics, the United Prasbyyterion Church in
the USA, Nighop John E. Hines of the Episcopal Church,

the Center for Socisl Action of the United Church of Chris,
the United Methodist Church’s Church and Scclety Bosrd,
Magr. John Egan of the Catholic Committes on Ucban Minls
try, ond the Oepartmaent of Chuh and Society of the Divi-
von of Homeland Minlgiries of the Chrigtian Chyrch,

Dr. Paul Boe

v oo 1 think
the Indian
CHUSE Wiy
and is a

His church Is generully conservative, Boe notes, and
peopla had acoused him of radicalism. "“We are hot
doaling here with a radical type of movament that i
trying to overthrow the Government of the USA, **
Boe noted. *1 think wa're trying to deal hers with
movements which are seeking 1o liberate people,
restore humanity 1o people, and truly to restore the
freedoms that we as Americans think we ¢njoy and
ought to sajoy on the basis of our Constitution in
this country.”

Although there was afficial support for him, Boe noted
that many members of his church had condemned his
involvemant in Wounded Knee, and he said he doubted
that many Luthecan clargymen spoke out in the pulpit
oné way or the other about the matter,

p =
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*1 think the Indian cause was and is 4 good one,”” Boe
said. “Early in the occupation, the leaders were roady
to give it up after the government made some pro-
mizes about arrests, but then thay decided they bad
hud enough thester — they decided 10 stay until the
governmant dealt with the lssues, issuas such is treaties
and a double standard of justice. But norhing has
really happened since. The government has neglected
to point up the serious grievances against the Indians
— instead they saw only criminal sctions. | think the
indictments and the broken promises since Wounded
Knoe have only made the Indians more cynical. |
think they fesl they made a great sacrifico at Wounded
Knee at grout personal risk — and gained nothing.”
(Thankz to the Amocisted Prem, Mike McCabe of the Mnme

wolis S1ar, Wilimar Thockehon, Minompolls Star Religion
Editor, for the information used here.)

AN UNSLEEPING MOMENT
EARLY ON THE MOARNING OF NOV. 21, 1973

A lone and lank man
Limps with 3 wounded knee
On & Sioux Fally" step . | .
s anyone praying, friends?
The Grand Jury seaks its faces
So that [ndian bodiss
Can be buried behind bars,
Massacres lawfuily done
While America stands
unknowing
Ar the bar of justice . . .
Is anyona praying, friemds?

O the trail of brokan treabies

is long
At Indfinns phost dancers
whee! in the night
With invocations that
even the Christian God might hear . . .
is anyoow praying, friemnds?
The state plays its poker fand
with the church
Arxd ryises the ante to win —
2 confessional gambied away,
snalf loss in a Wateigate workd . .
15 anyone praying, feivnds?
Whaere has the energy gone?
It tiptoes out at Keot State, Huse,
Sropped for a while at Wounded Knew,
And than faded slowly
Into the winter of 74
Iy anyone praying, Triseds?
“Contempt” flashes off and on
in a Webgter's lexicon
one more word lost e
for the credibility fists . . .
{5 anyone praying, friends?

Aye, Paul, 3 prisoner for the Lord.
~ & note to Paul Boe from Joe Bash

—

OTHER CHURCH GROUPS AID NATIVE
STRUGGLE TO COMBAT RACISM

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC),
which had maodical personnel and obeervers at fast
yeur's siegs on Wounded Knee, urged that the public
keep a cdose watch on the trials,

“We view the trials a8 an occasion for all Americans
to consider the urgant need foc all native Americans
share for justice in their own land,” Nick Meinhardt,
# community relations secretary in the AFSC Minne-
apolis office said.

Othar church groups have helped the cause of justice
at Woundoed Knee, The Episcopal Church is making
available up to $60,000 as bail money for ceses arfsing
out of the confrontation, for instance,

The American Indion Movement also received $15,000
from the World Council of Churches to go towards a
“legal 1ask force 10 combat the continuing barrage of
illegal acts stripping Indians of land ownership and
abusing their civil rights.” The WCC allocated grants
totalling $450,000 to 28 other liberation maverme nts,
Including the African Independence Party in Portu-
guese-hald Africa. Money sllocated by the WCC comes
from contributions by mamber churches to the Specigl
Fund to Combat Rocism,

{Thanky 1o Los Angeles Times “World Parlsh,” Oennis Cassanc
of the Minnmapolis Tridune, Unhersity of Minnesots News
Servic, Praview ond Susen Cushman, John Lundguist of the
Associsted Progs, and Dorothy Lewds and Lee Gack of the

St. Puul Dispatch, for information used hera.)

AKWESASNE NOTES

“This cause ought to be dear to the hearts of all Christian people and all Christian churches,”

{Bafore the Wounted Knes trighy
began in 5t. Paul, Or, Paul Boe
made a siatement ot a rally. Thiy
0 extract:)

! want to say to church people
that this kind of couss ought
to be desr to the hearts of all
Chrigtian people and all Chris
tian churches, for Qur Lord
stood with the poor, and the
prophets of lsrael in the Okd

Testament invelighed againgt

every one of us, becouss they
mrhouowho oppressed the poor, strike at the life and Nb-
AL o TR L L
e siod) oy every citizen in this country.

While | was in Wounded Knee,
I did & great deal of listening.
! listened to the Indians talk
about their needs, their cause,
and the things that they were
seeking for in this country.
And | say to every citizen of
this country - and particularly
to white people — that these
issues and these causes ought
to be dear to the hesrts of

We need 1o be vigitant in this
country that the forces of op
pression do not work further
into the life of our country
and that we seek to release
those, such as the American
Indians, who have been living
under oppression in this coun-
try for many yeers. . . Oppees-
tion is not only sgainst black
people and againgt Indiang —
that oppression tutns around
anyd appresses the oppressor.

That’s why | have supported
the American Indian Move
ment,

EARLY SPRING, 1974
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A.LA. Defense Team Argues For

=

Dismissal 0f Charges InSt. Paul

{As the trisly of Russell Means and Dennis Banks be-
gon in St. Paul, Minnesota, in U.S. District Court, a
motion to dismiss charpes was filed on their behalf by
the legal defense teamn, This acticle summarizes the
basis of the argument for dismigsal. Following are
excerpts from the legal brief and the supporting affi-
davita.)

The Wounded Knve Legal Defense/Offense Committee
lawyers gave the court six reasons why charges against
Aussell Means and Denhis Banks should be dismissed.
First, It was said, the U.S, Government had invaded
and infiltrated the defense toam itself, including the
use of information obtained by the Attorney General
of South Dakota by the same lllegal means, John
Fitzgerald, who had been involved in the preparation
of the defense was hired by the State of South Dakota
& a chiel prosecutor just as the triald wera beginning,
(Full details are in the last ksoe of AKWESASNE
NOTES,)

Second, the U.S. Government “'has, by illegal, unlaw
ful, and unconstitutionat surveillance, harsssment,
teerorization, beutalization, and intimidation, as well
as physical assaults and theeats of assassination and
socious physical injury 10 lawyers and legal workers
for the defense” hurt the defense proparations, (Again,
full details ate in pravious issues of NOTES covering
the conflict between the more than one hundred FBI
sgents in Rapid City, South Dakota, and the defense
legal office there.)

The motion to digmiss alieged too that federal, state,
local, BIA, and tribal officers have intarfored with
picess to both detendoants and potential witnesses, and
have Illegally approached them In an effort 1o deny
the asceused a fair and impartial trial. [The last issue
of NOTES covered the alleged attempts 10 gt Pedro
Bissonette, a leading defendant himsalf, 10 turn state’s
witnesy.  He refused. Then, he was shot and kilied by
BIA palice.)

Syill @ fourth accusation is that the same officials also
had torrorized witnesses into silence,

Fifth, federal and othar officials “have deliberately
and maliciously sought to create & hostile and prejudi-
cial atmosphere against the defendants”, and that they
had used “deadly focce' 1o “dispal and disperse wide-
spread support for the defendants from the Amwrican
people” in order to deny them a fair trial,

False and perjured testimony had been sought by fed-
eral and other officials, defense lawyers sald, through

threats and assaults, a5 well as beibery and "other in-

ducements’’ contrary to the Constitytion of the Uni

ted States,

The motion said that if the court did not dismiss the
charges, it should ot least have hearings to detsrmine
the exact nature and extent of these illegal acts, and
then it should give whataver relief as “‘may be just and
proper.”

Attached to the motion were numerous affidavits
with supporting svidence. One affidavit dealt with
the way in which the law on the reservation is #n-
forced "selectively”, favoring tribal council supporters
and 1o the disadvantage of American Indian Movement
members. For instance, on July 11, 1973, thers was
the shooting of Clarence Cross by BIA policernen, He
died fater of thote wounds, and it was obvious the
patrotman Involved would be sued, In anticipation

==w

of this action, the affidavit states, the authorities
charged and arrested Vernol Cross, another victim of
the shooting incident and Clarance's brother, for ok
legedly assaulting the police officers, Prior to the
death, there hod been no investigation of the matter,

“On numerowus occssions, the Bureea of Indian Affan
has boen called by retidents of the Resarvation who
were and are still AIM supporters and defendants in
Wounded Knwea and refated cases,” the affidavit con.
tinves. ""Many of these incidonts involved violenco
towards the persons of the AIM supporters or theis

property. When called, the police did very little to
remedy the situation, Sométimes the situations were
jgnored, and at other times, the persons complained of
were taken into custody only to be released once the
police car was out of sight of the complainants.”

One time Violet Young Bear reported to police that
cortaln individuats had beat on her door, threatened
her, and challenged her to come out of the house. A
BIA policeman, Lee Weston, arrived a1 the scene. He
“did not seem very interested,” Ms, Young Bear said,
but finally agreed to check the situation out. Later
in the evening, the same group of individusls sgein
threatened Ms. Young Bear, who thon drove to the
BIA police station, where officer Loran Robinson told
her to come back on Friday to sign u complaint — he
would do nothing more

Laser the same evening, Patrolman Weston parked his
car betwesn two groups of people — AIM supporters
and members of the goon squad invalved in the threats
to Mo Young Bear. Weston told Severt Young Bear
to get his group of AIM supporters to feave. They
did leave the scone after other police cars arrived to
haul sway the offending goon sguad members -~ but
the police cars turned north instead of heading to the
jail, and none of the persons takon away were arrosted
or charged although thay had been publicly Intoxics
tnd and in disorderly conduct.

In contrast, the affidavit sald, Paul Herman, a BIA
police officer, and Chris Red Elk, allegedly a member
of the infamous “'goon squad”, assaulted Helen Red
Festher, an AIM supporter.  During the arrest, macs
was sprayved in her face, snd her arm was twisted back
sithough she had told the two officers that the was
four months pregnant. She was #lso kicked in the
side. although she didn’t touch or hit sither of the
men. Sha was sprayed with mace in the face at least
two more timesswhile in the car on the way to the
palice station, and than the jill custodian would nat
sllow adequate medical treatment until two days latar
dewpite her complaints of pale and facia burns,

There are numerous instances in which
the fedaral government’s refussl 10 set
appears to be directly ralatad 1o & poli-
tical decision by the [US.] Government
o support the fyranny on the resarva
tion oz well as tha current tyrant. As
one sxomply, one con examine the ()
logal conduct of the tribal president’s
son, Billy Wilvon,

The young man was on probation as
the result of o gang rape of a young
ginl. The conditions of his federal pro-
bation required that he remain out of
tha state of South Dakota, off of the
resarvation, and that he refrain from
futther violation of the law.

He returnad to the ressrvation, bringing
with him illegal drugs and he dispersed
tha cantrolled substance to & number of
very young girly, some of them childeon,
This matter was brought to the atten-
tion of two FBI agents, whoso investi:
gation confirmed that a serfous crime
had been committed, Billy Wilson was
rolgased from the jail in Pina Ridge at
ance and permitted to leave the state,
The federzl government refused to take
any action in the face of & report show:
ing that a crime or crimes had been
committad and that the terms of the
probation had been violated,

For lnss senous charges, bail has been
revoked against Russell Means by the
fedecal judiciary and he was Incarcers-
ted for a substantizl period of time,
Similar oction by the federal judiciary
was taken ogoinst [AIM leader] Pedro
Bissonette's bail bond, which revocation
provided sn excuse for a federal police
officer to murder him.

Many other persons associated with the
terror sgainst the residents of the roser-
vation have bean supported ant pided
by the local system of justice. Glenn
Three Stars has testified that be is “head
of the task force™, u group he defines

as one designed to take measures “to
keep out AIM” or to drive AIM mem-
bers and thelr lawyers and supporters
from tha reservation.

AKWESASNE NOTES

EXCERPTS FROM THE DEFENSE MOTION

On April 5, 1973, Mr, Three Stars and
Mr. John B. Richards assaulted Mr, Ho-
bart Keith, who is a member of the
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council. Mr, Keith
was then an active participant in the of
fort to impeach the tribal president, Mr.
Witson. MHe had been the tribe's Chiel
Judge until soma of his judiciat deci-
sions displeased Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Keith filed g complaint against Mr,
Three Stars later that same day. The
next day In the Post Office in Pine
Ridge, Mr. Theee Stars said to Mr.
Keith, “When we beat you up, you
won't be able to do anything sbout 1"
Despite Mr. Keith's effort to bave the
case processed, no action wis taken
against Mr. Throe Stars,

Mr, Kelth then decided to appeal to
federal authorities, To deprive Mr,
Keith of any sucoess along those lines,
the tribal authorities acted. Three Stary
was charged, pleaded guilty, and was
sentenced by & tribal judge to a five
cent fine and ten minutes in jail. Thus
jeopardy had attached and no further
action could be taken,

Ms [Ethel] Marrival, a wibal attorney,
wis present when a BIA special Investi-
gater 1old har in the chambers of the
Chief Judge of the Oglalz Sioux Tribe
that “my police got orders to knock the
shit out of any Indians they arrest. |
don't care about charges of police bre-
wmlity. 1've got my orders and that's
what my police are going to do,”

Ms. Merrival states: And it happenad

ond s happening.  Men and women on
the reservation were arfested and badly
besten. That is ona of the reasoms that

EARLY SPRING, 1974

the pebple of the reservation asked the
Amarican Indian Movemant for halp,™

The terror complained of hersin remains
2 dominant factor on the reservation
und has, in fact, increased sinoy the
siege of Wounded Knee, has been en-
couraged by the federal government and
its agents, and makes it impossible for
the defendant hertin to securz the tes-
timony of witnesses who, [without] the
stmosphere of terror and fear, would
have been important witnesses for the
defenze.

The reservation defense witnesses are
not mobile. They must return to the
resarvation after thay testify, In con-
trast 1o reservation witnesses who may
be prosecution witnesses who have been
offered air fare, substantial sums of
money, and “protection” should thay
agree to give false testimony against the
defondants hersin, When truth is pun-
Ished and falsity rewarded, a fair and
impartial trial is an impossibility,

JUDICIAL PREJUDICE

Following a demonstration for justice
in Custer, South Dakota, organized bty
people associated with the American
Indian Moverment and asttended by | .,
Russell Means and Dennis Banks, Judge
Andrew Bogue [of the U.S. District
Court] made a series of inflammatory
and prejudicial remarks about the mem-

bars of the Amertican Indian Movement |

There are but two federal judges in
South Dakota  Their statemeants are
often publicized and as representatives
of the federal presance in South Dakota
they play an important part in shaping

opinion on questions of a public na-
ture. Two days after the Custer con-
frontation, Judge Bogue made the
following remarks which revealed a
great deal about the intemperate politi-
cal and racial climate in the sate, and
Judye Bogue's lack of judicial tampern
ment,

In the case of U.S. v, Gilbert Clarence
Young. on February 8§, 1973, Judge
Bogue made the following comments:

“Gotting back to this other thing | wm
talking sbout, | don’t know quite how
to approach it, but the defendant is an
Amarican Indian in pact, | guess, and
because of the violence that took place
as a result of action on the part of
soma hoodlums who classify themselves
23 AIM members — | assuma that all
AIM people are not of this nature, but
at least some appear to be and are
strictly hoodiuma — | think that it is
without guestion the attitude of most
of the people throughout this state are
violently inconsed about the sctions of
some of those hoodlums.”

In the presence of the jury panel, Judge
Bogue said:

“The defendant in this case s an Amer-
ican Indian, at loast in part, and be-
cose it appears that there has been
great publicity given to the rocent
avents in Custer, where it oppears that
some hoodlums who may have been or
may not have been members of the
American Indian Movement were in-
volved in events, the public opinion is
greetly aroused because of such events
and it s Incumbent upon me to advise
you to the best of my knowledge and
belief the defendant s not now and
never has boen a momber of such an
organization.”

Ms, Barbara Means held the position of
Clork of Courts for the Dglala Sioux
Tribal Courts from Jamuary, 1972, um
til February 7, 1973. Prior 10 that,

Ms. Moans warked as clerk-stenographer
for that court from Novembar, 1970, 10
September, 1971 _ |
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Ms, Means helped to urrange for jury
trinls during the April, May, and June,
1972, trials. The jury was selected by
the Tribal Exocutive Board, Ms, Means
was present when that happened. The
jury for a trial was not selectad at ran
dom and she belioves that the improper
method of jury selection still continues.

The Oglata Sioux Tribal Court tempor-
ary associate judge Dorothy Richards
used her official position to harass
those in the tribe who sympathize with
the goals of the American Indian Mave-
ment, and advocate change in the tribal
goverpment. . ,

Judge Dorothy Richards has rigged the
court arrest records in order to mislead
the U.S. Magestrate and locsl authorities
snd cause them to st high bail for per
sons associated with the American Indi-
an Maoyement, As one example, while
awaiting a bail hearing for traveling to
the vicinlty of Wounded Knee, the
Rapid City Police Dapartmant recelved
a police record stating that Mrs, Victor
s Woundted Foot had 20 prievious ar-
rests from 1868 10 1870, That state
ment was untrug, and thase records
wers invented by Atberts Ponds, pollee
desk clerk, a well as Judge Richards.

THE GOVERNMENT MANIPULATION
OF THE MEDIA FOR THE PURPOSE
OF DENYING A FAIR TRIAL TO THE
DEFENDANTS

The federal government, through the
acts of its agents, authorized certain
media representatives 1o enter the Pine
Ridge Reservation and remain there
during the seige of Wounded Knet. De-
liberatety and systematically excluded
from the resorvation at the axpress di.
rection of epresentatives of the U.S.
Departmant of Justica and the U.S, Do
phrument of Interior were thow persons
thought to be sympesthetic to the Indian
peaple and the causae they wore espou:
sing,

In thia fashion, the Federal Government
was able to exercise n degroe of coptrol
over the substance of news mmnng
from Wounded Knge. Our investigation
has failed to disclosa any action by the
federsl government or its sgents which
resuited in the barring or romoval of &
tingte news porson who was sympathetic
to the trihal authorities

Anather technigue smployed by the
government was the controlled press
conferance. News media representation
found little to report on other than the
daily or twice dally news conferences
heidd by represantatives of the Depart.
ment of Justice and dubbed by some of
the madia representatives “the four
o'clock follias”. Follies or not, they
were conferences which often excluded
press representation who were prépared
1o ask probing or hostile questions as
well as reprasentatives of another view.
The conferences were held in the BIA
building in Pine-Ridge, and the doary
were guarded by wrmed and helmeted
federsl police who denied access 10
those corsidered to be unsy mpothetic.

In this controlled setting, the Depart-
ment of Justice representatives com-
mentod at will sbout their view of the
gullt and unreasonableness of the de-
fendonts und thoir supporters, thereby
deliberately craating an atmosphere in
which a fair trisl anywhere within the
United Sates might be difficutt or im:
possible 10 achiove. Department of
Justice representatives told me [Mark
Lane] after one such press conference
that they were certain that the national
polts which then showed thut a majority
of the American people supporied the
liberation of Wounded Knee would soon
show quite the reverse. Thay expectad
that their influence over the stories
being sent from Pine Ridge would cause
2 lessening of support for the Indian
people, .

The most accurate stories caming from
the resarvation were those originating in
Wounded Kneo itself, and were based
upon interviews conducted by media
reprasentatives there, Under the exist-
ing conditions, it was impossible for the
govermment to control that circumstance
and distort the news, of 30 it seemed,
Suddenly one night, the Government
acted. The word was called into the
news modia representatives in Wounded
Kneg, and within a short period of time
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almost all of the major media represan-
tutives Tled from the village.

Later, a network talevision crew re-
entersd Wounded Knee for the purpose
of wlling the American people the truth
about what was happening there, They
were arcested by the federal police.
The Government was most effective In
menipulating public apinion against the
American Indian Movement and its sup-
porters on the last day of the occupe-
tion of Wounded Knee, This result was
accomplished by fixing in the minds of
millions of Americans the false story
that AIM members had forced the ori-
ginal Indian ocoupants of Wounded
Knee to leave their homes, and that
AIM mambers had then occupled and
destroyed them,

Paragraph 8 of the May 5, 1973, agrae-
ment states:  “After thase ocoupants
who have boen arrested are an routs to
Rapid City, and the “all others’ group
i enroute from the Pine Ridoe Reser.
vation, the permanent residents of
Wounded Knee will be escorted to their
homes by Government officials pursu-
ant to paragraph 2ic) of the Aprii 5§,
1973, agreement. The searches set
forth in paragraph 2(c) of that April 5,
1973, agreemeant, will then take place.”

Paragraph 2(c) of the Aprli 5, 1973,
apresment states:  “The ocoupants of
Wounded Knaé consént 1o o search for
inipers, weapons, and other dangerous
devices only, with & minimum of incon-
venlence 1o the occupants and sttormeys
may monitor. Any such snipers, wes-
poas, and dangerous devioes found will
bu romoved. All subspquent searches

if any will be conducted pursuant to
court order,”

Edward White Dress, former police of
ficar, and his family, was taken to Road
Block One ut 7:30 a.m,, May 8, 1973,
where they were fingerprinted and
photographed, There are 11 childegn
in tha White Dress family, ranging in
age from 3 months 10 17 years of age.
The federal officers seorched the 3-
month and 13-month old bables, even
the diapers, to see if anything was hid-
don, They fingerprinted children as
young as 14 and took pictures of
babies.

The processing took abaut 15-30 min-
utes, and the family was taken 1o the
DMZ and was hetd untll 5:00 p.m. No
food, water, or milk was provided the
babies. Mr. White Dress asked Com.
munity Relstions Service [CRS] [of the
Department of Justice] to get milk at
the house; they refused, The family
had to sit in the hot swn with no food
or water until thay wera released st

5 pm,

Upon returning to their home, which «
Edward White Dress had left lockad,
cleon, und orderly, they found the
house In complete disweray, Al articles
were turned upside down and strewn
oll over. The stovepips was smashed.
The White Dress family car was vandal-
ized, Car windows had been smoshod,
the trunk waos broken into, and the
front door was ripped off of its hinges.

After spending sl night (May 8) clean.
Ing the house, they found that their
camaras and suitcases were missing,

The homes of many parsons considersd
to be AIM supporters by federal police
were rarsackad, windows broken, stoves
overturnad, doors torn off of hinges,
and what littie there was of value -
cameras, clocks, radios — stolen, |
personally observed many of the homes
sometime before the stend-down in
May, 1973, | also observed the homes
and talked to the occuponts just after
thay were permitted to return to their
homes, The houses, the furniture, aod
ather personal property had quite ob-
viously been damaged or stolan by fed-
eral police,
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After the destruction of the homes,
from which the press had been barred
by the federal police, the federal police
gncouraged the news media personnel to
enter the villsge.

The fadaral police pointed to the devas-
tation and explained that AIM members
had destroyed tho homes of Indian resi-
dents of Wounded Knee. That fiction
as woll as other government-contrived
fiction remains as a fixed “fact” roday
in the minds of many Americans as
surveys snd polls have disclosad,

CONCLUSIONS

The mistreatment of the Amaerican Indi-
an by the Government of the United
States is 8 tragic historie fsct and one
which the Amaricin People must one
day confront. The spirit of the lawless
West prevaiied one hundred years ago.
It provailed as well in Wounded Knee
in March, Aprli, and May, 1973, The
village of Wounded Knee was surrounded
by a military op-mlon with armored
personnel carriers, road blocks manned
by uniformed hen with sutomatic
weapons, marshalls and FBI agents
equipped with white phosporous flares
and sophisticated field communication
devices,

Every road leading into Wounded Knee
was sealed and guarded. A perimeter
was established to seal off those who
residod In Wounded Knse and to starve
tham Into subwmission. Among those
who were the intendad victims of the
Government’s starvation plan were in-
fants, children, women, and men who
had for a long time resided in Wouncled
Knee,

When an application for rulief was sub-
mitted to the United States District
Court In South Dakota, the assistant
United States Attormey opposad the
request for permission to bring & limited
amount of food and medicine to the
Indian families and their friends in the
village of Wounded Knoe saying “'to the
United States Government, permitting
food for these people is the same as
giving them ammunition,” Shortly
thereafter, the attorney who had utter
ed these words explained to me that bw
had not meant what he said but that he
was required to take that position be-
cause of direct orders to do w from
Washington,

How does aneg anter Ino dislogue with
a government that is unable to dis
tinguish ammunition from food for hun-
gry chiidren? In any event, one fact
smarged from the disclosure and from
the: gonsistent conduct of the marshals
and FBI agants — government policy
was to decline 10 avert the Indians in
Wounded Knee, and 1o bulld an air-
tight perimeter that would seal off the
area and eventually starve the Indians
out. The policy, while hardly humane,
was not a new one a4 it reflected a
policy tried with soma suocess & cen-
tury and a half batore.

7

Howeyer, the government wis impa
tient, |ts road blocks were moved for-
ward and together with the other gov-
aenment bunkears and military emplsce.
maents, the government occupied all of
the high ground, including the crests
of the hillz surrounding the village.
From that vantoge point, the govern-

- ment military operation wes able to

pour consistent automatic weapon firs
Into the village and to fire white phos-
phorous flares into the village [starting)
numerous grass fires and other fires
which bumed down churches and
dwellings, The stated palicy of the
governmaent was containment and star-
votion rather than a military assauly,
The forward movament of the em-
placemants, however, gave the impres-
sion that the eat policy was confron.
tation and its inevitable result, injury
and death.

| was present st mory than one negotia-
ting session after the government troops
moved into firing position and mare
than once | heard the defendants and
their associates ask that the canfron-

tation be minimized by o mutus with-
drawal from positions then held. Those
requests were rejected by the govern:
ment military negotiators out of hand,
Yet it is the defendants who have been
by the governmant with the re-
sponsibility for wounding a marshal and
an FBI sgent who could not have been
Ier:’)umd had they been sensibly position-

From the very outser, the gowernment
and Its agenty sought to emplay every
morally-dublous trick and devies against
the Indian peopla, It is in that context
that one must assess the continuing
gavernment efforts to create circum:
stances that will deny a fair trial 1o the
defendants. For example, thers i strong
eyidence to suggest that mony of the
arrests that wire made by federal agents
of Indian people during the first days
of the liberation of Wounded Knee, were
mabsoldvfovﬂnpumouofdwdop-
ing a group of persons, who, although
innocent, would be vulnerable to goy.
ernment afforts forcing them to become
informers.  This practica is used by the
federal police and other police forces as
a matter of course, particularly when
dealing with narcotic violators. How
ever, Woundoed Knee may have marked
the first application of that 1echnigue
on a mass Basis to Innocent peopia,

The defonse is prepared to present wit-
nesses to testify that arrests of innocent
persons were made by the FBI for the
sole purpose of developing a pool from
which vulnorabls persons might be se-
lected and turned inta Informers, Ong
man, Ssmual Moves Camp, was even
off«ed & rawird by the fedsenl police
for informing on_ his mother, Ellen
Moves Camp, He rdundtodow.

The tact that even In the histaria that
existed in South Dakota during the
neon of Wounded Knee, the federal
grand jury refused to Indict such a

rermarkably high portion of those who
had been arrested by the federal police
gtrmfurummwrobogﬂon to these
witnesses who sssart that many people
known to be innocent by the federal
police were arvested.

| can st of my own personal know
lodge the hostility of some of the FBI
sgents and marshals toward the Indians,
| heard agonts speak of “adding » cou-
ple of scalps to my belt™ and

that “we be allowed to go In Mand
kill the damn Indians,"* On mors than
one occasion, | witnessed acts of brutal
ity of federal agonts sgainst indians and
their supporters. On one occasion, |
was kicked and beaten by US. Marshals
for asking permission to impect a house
belonging to Billy and Florine Hollow
Hom that had been illegally occupied
by U.S. Marshals. | reported that os-
sault 10 two attorneys for the Depart-
ment of Justice, They both laughed and
| began to better undentand some of the
frustration and rigivtful anger that our
clients must have experienced w0 many
days of their lives.

The assaults, the deception, the fraud,
the political use of the federal, stats,
foast and tribal police and court sys-
tems and the other condistent and con-
tinuing illegal scts employed against the
Indian people have resulted in an atmos
phare of terror, In that atmosphers,
created by the federal government and
its agents, Indian residents of the Ping
Ridge Resorvation are afraid to testify
vuthtully,

The federal government creatad the
conditions which the people of Wound-
ed Knee and thelr supportess protested
against, The federal government now
shamelessly seeks 10 imprison thost who
spoke and acted out against the |Hegal
sctions of the fotlaral government and
its agents. The fedesal government then
areated and continued an atmosphere of
terror in which the truth could not
possibly be presented 10 the jury,

We say the governoment and its soents
have gone beyond the point whem
monlmmdmunmlm
remain silent,

It is the duty of the court 1o dismiss
the charges due 1o the fact that it is
impossibla for the defendants 1o receive
a fair trial In the circumstances which
have been croated by the federal gov-
srnment,

~Mark Lane
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"A JURY OF
YOUR

St Paul, Minnesota —

It is the jury which will return a verdict of gullty or
not guilty — or parhaps no verdict at all if they can
not agree — and so sélection of jury members is a
crucial task for both defonsoe and prosecution. The
task took over @ month,

OF the 12 jurors finally salected, none were Indian,
and only one was a member of a U5 -minority group
About half were under 30 yoars of age. Seven are
Catholics, two Lutheran, and one said he was agnostic,
Three are blus collar workars, six white collar workers,
two are students and one is a8 housewile, Most said
that they were "politically indepondent.”’ They are:

Therese Cherrier, 53, German-Catholic rasident of St
Paul, married to her third husband with five childran
from 15 to 29 yeasrs of sge. She is employed as a
postal clork, describes herself as a Democrat, and says
she doas not know very much shout Indians

Lovanne Boeke, 42, German-Catholic divorced mother
of five who works s o secretary for a local manufac
turer, She told Judge Nichols her first cousin was
martied 10 an Indian, and one of her co-workars was
an Indian,

Maureen Coonan, 22, Scottish-1righ single college grad-
uate who lives at home, Employed as s librarian for
a county library system, and a political independent.
She earlier studied o course on Indian culture taught
by a Sioux.

James Putnam, 22, English-American, single, colloge
student, learmed of Indians first through the Boy
Scouts’ Order of the Arrow. He has visited Minneso-
ta's Leech Lake Reservation,

Susan Overms, 18, Norwegian-Irish, college sophomaore,
works as a dopartment store clerk, A practicing Cath:
olic, politically independent. She has heard of top
AIM leaders and attorney William Kunstler in the past

Nancy Classon, 31, German-American Lutheran,
mirried, no childeen, a program analyst for a data firm
in St Paul,

John Kilbride, 27, @ Mormon, Democrat, married,
threo children. A tool grinder and president of his
local machinist union. His sister-in-law Is married to
an Indian, with whom he is friendly: He has vmtnd
reservations and been in Indian homes,

Fran J. Aiken, 20, Scottish-German Catholic single
woman who s & commercial (lustrator for the Honey-
well Corporation, Claims she knows little If anything
about Indiany,

Richard Garcia, 32, Mexican-American Catholig,
married, five children, A talephone installer for
Northwestern Bell Co. Had heard sbout the 1973
occupation of Wounded Knee. 1dentifies Maxican-
Americans o being Indian in orgin, The only non
Caucasian in the jury.

Theola Dubois, 53, English-Fronch-irish single resaarch
analyst for State Highway. Department of Minnesots;
She knew of the Wounded Knee occupation and
“naver had the impression of (Gen, George A} Custer
being a hero,” She felt Indians have beon "very un
justly treated.”

Katherine Valo, 20, Roman Catholic nure's aide at a
local nursing home who plans to become a Carmelite
nun. She has no political affiliation, and has nover
hewrd of AIM or the Wounded Knes occupation.

Geraldine Nelsan, 43, Swedish-Poligh Lutheran wife
and mother of four children, Knaw of Wounded Knee
occupation and beard of top AIM leaders.

R e e e R e ——— e,
Computers and Medicine People

The deferse team salacted the jury by uting a new
technique pioneered by New York sociologist Jay
Schutman, 115 objective is to ute tools of social science
to help select the jury and then turm thase tools to
plotting trial strategy.

Thess tools include an extensive computerdinked sur
vey that has established a demographic and sttitude
profile of the 400,000 registered votars in the St Paul
area eligible for jury duty. This profile enables de
fense lawyers to better weigh prospective jurars, 1o
maoke' sute that the final porel is, indeed, reprasgnta
tive of the area.

In addition, says Schulman, the defense has “four
people eyeballing the courtroom.” Thess are anthro-
pologists and psychoiogists, a kinesiologist who watches
"body language’” — the way people move snd position
themselves, There is Ralph Ware, # native man with

# Ph.D. In psychology, and Phillip Deere, an Oklaho-
ma medicine person of the Creek Nation,
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Jay Schulman

“Porhaps the most astute observer we have is Deere,"
Schulman says. “Indians are much more astute than
we are In picking up white sttitudes towards Indians,”'

Traditionally, lawyers have picked jurors on guesswork
and on such obwious factors as types of jobs, income,
race, and education. Schuiman is going bayond this.
His techmquu try to got st socizl attitudes: how
Jurors view suthority, the role of the Government,
religious values, deference 1o judges, how jurors will
presont themseives 1o others, how they will raact with
each other.

Schulman has used the process in other important
trials. But he says this is the first time the clients
have picked the jury using his technique. “"That's
great,” he says, “because the clients have control over
their own lives. The role of the medicine man was
really quite Incrodible. We met from ten at night until
three in the morning discussing prospective jurors, at
which point the medicine man went home and did a
coramony, We had another meeting the next morning
and he camo in with a list of people who could not be
on the jury. The extraordinary thing was that the
people the medicine man wanted out were zapped by
the Governmaent.”

To those who insist that Schulman's methods are
“unfair' and ""hampet Justics,” he replies that he just
wants to make sure that the defense, as well as the
government, has sophisticated methods, and that the
whole thing Is well within the law, In fact, Schulman
has been accepted by Judge Nichol as part of the de-
fense team, and he occupies & seat with them.

In fact, he was recantly approached by attomeys for
former U.S. Attormey General John Mitchell and for-
mer Secretary of Commerce Maurice Stans, currently
on trial for conspiracy, obstruction of justice, and per-
jury, Schulmen immediately declined, saying he
wasn't Tor sale.

Another member of the team, Richard Christie, said
he would be interested. “Even John Mitchall deserves
o fair trial,” he said. However, he set & condition that
his fee would be turned over 10 the Wounded Knee
Defense Committes. But Mitchell's lawyers called
back to suy the deal was off

R — e —————— e T e SRS ST am o)
Would You Marry an Indlun? Yes or No.

"Have you ever had difficulty in distingulshing persons
of another race?” "“Would you care to express what
foelings you might have if your son or deughtsr werte
to begin dating an Indian of the opposjte sex?” Do
you beliove that the Gavernment has braken any of
itz treaties with the Indiang?”

These were some of the dozens of questions which
wore asked by Judge Nichol. He told panellsts that
some questions might be embarrassing to answer, but
that It was important 1o try o find out the prejudices
of praspective jurors, Nichol's list of questions wis
submitted by attorneys, @and he rephrased thom, There
were 30 questions submitted by the prosecutors, and
defense attorneys had 160, After going through 24
prospective jurors in the first two waeks, Judge Nich-
ol’s voice kopt getting weaker and weakar.

Nichol quastioned nearly 100 persons befoce the panel
of 38 was ready for challenge. An sdditional panel

of twelve was selected for a pool of slternates, and
that number wag reduced 10 six as defense and prose
cution sach eliminated three persons.

Those with obvious prejudices sre dismissad by the
court. The questioning continued until 38 jurorns had
boen selocted ~ and then the defense sliminited 20
and the prosecution six, leaving the panel of 12,

The court’s questioning didn"t elicit much hard-core
beas sgainat Indians, The line of questioning did, how-

ever, uncover a Tairly widespread ignorance of the
Amarican Indian, native culture and American history.
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. an effort to get a fair jury

Few people knew, for example, that BIA stood for
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Few knew why Wounded
Knee was chosen as the site for the ocoupation, Many
say their only knowledae of Indians is what they have
seen on TV or at the movies. Most say they have no
Indian friendd, nelghbors, or relatives, snd they have
never been on an Indian reservation or abserved first-
hand the lifestyle of Indians. Most people said they
did not follow the news about the occupation of
Wounded Knee and they did not know why the Indi
any decided to take such & step,

Fred Nichal

U.S. District
Court Judpe

in court trying
Meang snd Banky

Eartier in the trial, defense counsatlors Kunstier and
Mark Lane charged that 76 FBI agonts had been busy
screening prospective jurors. The FBI denied the
charge, but Richard Hutd, U.S, prosecuting attomaey
from South Dakota admitted that the U.S, attorney’s
office in Minnesota had checked out some of the
Jurors,

The prosecution used its preemptory challenges to
pliminate the lone black and the lane Indun who

were in the final panel.

By the time final jury selection time came, the pro-
ceedings grew more fancorous, with sharp verbal ex
changes between defsnse attorneys and Judge Nichol
A clash over a government challenge of a prospective
juror on January 28 ended with Nichol secusing Kun.
stler and Lane of using the courtroom 10 make points
with the prass,

Nichol angrity shut off debate on the challenged juror,
who was dismissed, and moved ahead on questioning
of the final two persons. The dispute was over a 36-
year-old man who told Nichol he was convicted of the
felony of burglary 12 years ago, and was placed on
probation for five years.

The judge cited a federal statute that forbids any con
victed fefon to serve on & jury unless the person has
been granted a pardon ar amnesty, Defonse attorneys
arguad that since the man’s other civil rights had bean
restored, he should be allowed to be a juror. However,
the prosecution ended the argument by challenging the
juror on tha grounds he could not be objactive and

the man was dismissed.

Nichol seamed to be growing impatient with the de-
fense motions, He had turned aside allegations that
the FBI had tried to influence news coverage of the
trinl by visiting newspaper editors in the Twin Cities,
and when he was informed of a defense lewsuit against
the faderal government asking that prosecutions be
halted, his initial response to reportors was: **) don’t
even want 1o look st the damn thing.” He was partly
joking — but still, the fesling was thero,

(Thanks to The Militant, Associated Prest, M tis Waldron
of the New York Times Naws Service, Liberation News Ser.
vice, David W, Hocker 0f the National Observar, and American
Indian Press Amociation.)
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Opening
Stafements At
Wounded Knee
Trials

(After the jury was splected, the trial
began with opening remarks outhining
what the evidence would show. The
United Statos made its statement first,
then Russell Means, then Dennis Banks,
who both chose to spesk for themselves
rather than 10 have an attorney do the
Job. These statements below are ex-
cerpts from the opening remarks.)

Richard Hurd, assistant U.S. Attornoy,
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: The avi-
dence is going to show that these de-
fendants 1ogether with their cocomnspir-
ators, in order 1o attroct public atten-
tion 1o claimed grievances and demands
and to extort confessions from the
United States with respect to such
grievances and demands; decided to
seize the community of Wounded Knee,
South Dakota, by force of arms  Some
of the other leaders of this takeover in
clude Carter Camp, Stanley Holder,
Clyde Bellecourt, and Padro Blssonetie

Now on February 27, 1873, the com-
munity of Wounded Knee was o small
community on the Pine Ridge Indian
Ressrvation, . . Wounded Knee (s &
srmall village consisting of homes for
families, three or four churches, o tra
ding post, & mussum, and & 0as station.
It is about 18 miles from the largest
town in the Pine Ridge Ressrvation,
Pine Ridge, South Dakota,

.+ » When they arrived at Wounded
Knee, several incidents, events, under
the ditection and leadership of these
defendants and their coconspirators oc-
curred. There was the braaking in of
the trading post.  The evidence will
show that these people came into Town
shooting, they shot out street lights,
they broke into the trading post, they
broke into a post office portion of the
trading post and looted that., Thaey
wirnt up and seired the Catholic Church
and they went into private homes and
forced the people out of their homes
and seized private homes. They shot ut
law enforcement officers with firedrms.
They shot at private citizens and effac
tuated the seixure and takeover of
Wounded Knee, South Dakota.

The evidence |s going to show that af
tar they had accomplished the takeover.
of Wounded Knee, these defendants and
their coconspirators caused a list of de-
mands 1o be sent to the United States
officlals. These list of demands ware
pgned by, among othars, Rusell Means

.+« 1t wont on to say that the actions
on February 27, 1873, 8t 8:30 p.m.,
by the Oglala, Lokota, with the support
and tochnical assitance of the American
Indizn Movement is taken becsuse of
the complete tyranny and suppression
of the Dglala and Américan Indign peo-
pla. The Buresu of Indian Affairs it
said] Is responsible for the tyranny be-
cause of rampant graft, corruption, and
outright dictatorship of Indian people,

.+ + Now, because it was not known
how many people were involved in the
seizure of Wounded Knee, South Dako-
ta, because law enforcement officers
had been shot at, because it was known
that hostages had been seized by the
people taking over Wounded Knes,
South Dakota, it wias decided by the
appropelate government officials to set
up roadblocks around Wounded Knaee,
South Dakota, to stabilize the situation
and thess roadblocks ware set up,

. .. The occupation continued and on
May 8, 1973, it ended. The United
States marshals and the BIA went in,
and secured the Indinng ot Wounded
Knee. . .Thank you.
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Russell Means: [The 1868 Treaty) we
will introduce in evidence, how It was
continuilly sbrogated itlegally, and how
it was continually violated by the Uni
ted Stotes Government, by the Congress
and by the army, by the Bureau of In-
diany Affairs, by homesteaders. [Ac
cording to Senator Sam Ervin] treaties
are sacred legal binding documaents
enterad into by the United States of
America, They are ritified by Congress
and proclaimed by the President. Tran
ties are on par and equal to the Consti-
tution of the United States. Senator
Sam Ervin said treaty law supercedes
foderal, state, and local lews. We will
prove to you that the government, in
its case ageinst us, is trying to not only
violate our treaty rights, again, but vio
late your Constitutional rights. . ,

We will introduce evidence that David
Long, the then vice-president of tha
puppet tribal government, myself, and
Severt Young Bear, who is # district
official, tribal offlcial and an ex-council
man and » counciiman now, how we
went to the United States Attomey in
Naovember of 18972 and asked them, not.
onge but three differant times, for My
Clayton 10 Intervens down on Pine
Ridge because they, the tribal govern-
ment, with its tribal court, issued re
straining orders against myself that |
could not attend meetings or raligious
avents [or] gathar with more thun thee
people on the Pine Ridge Indian Reser
vation, & clear violution of the First,
Fifth, and all kinds of other amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United
Statas, and we were refused by the
United States Attorney. They said it

is an intemal matter of the tribe and we
can't do anything sbout it, Mr. Clayton
[one of the prosecuting attornays) .

= photty by Bannon
Russl! Maans , , , Tor the unborn

We will prove that the Oglata civil rights
organization wrote letters [to] the
Presidant, and to Congress, about the
depreciation of rights down there on
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
1972, and they went unanswered.

We will ask Senstor Abourezk, who

will testity to the police state that
existed down thare on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. MHe said himself be
fore his own Congressional Committes
that the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
was being handled [like) Mitler's
Germany. He said that can't be in this
country, this great democracy of ours,
«+ » We will_prove to you that the man
who works in the realty department for
the BIA in the Pine Ridge Indian Res
ervation, for the last 23 years, is now
the largest single landowner on the Pine
Rides Reservation, or his sons and
daughters. . .

We have a treaty that to us is very
sacred. We have lived up to that treaty.
In fact, wo have continued to tum the
other cheek too many times. We ate
going to ask the United States of Amer
ica In this trial and in the future, begin-
ning from yestarday, to live up to their
own laws, If they can abrogate treaty
rights, they can certainly abrogate the
Constitution of the United States . .

We sk, of course, for our treaty rights,
and It is my sincere belief that If | do
not have treaty rights then, my unboen
and my children might as well right now
become white people and forget, forget
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the traditional values and traditional
ways, because if we don't have any
treaty rights, we don't have any rights

at all. ., Thank you,

e e e
Dennis Banks: . . . On Febeuary 27, 1
was called [to] @ meeting at the Calico
Community Canter on the Oglala Reser
vation, . . Eleven out of twenty council
men were there,

[Two Oglala women addrossad thele
chiefs and headmen in thair own lan-
guage.] The plen they made to the
American Indian Movement [was by
two women who were truly the real
warriors of Indian society, who say
thelr own sons dying an the reservation,
who saw their own children dying on
the way to the hospital . . . and thay
asked the Oglala Sioux chiefs, they askod
the medicing men and the headsmen,
they asked them where ware the spirits
of 50 long ago that made this [Ogtaial
nation great, where was that Indian
wirit that the Oglalz Sioux Nation so
many years ago stood up dgainst the
United States Army, and thess two
women demandead an angwer from the
chiefs and those of us who were present
[They] demanded 10 know if there

were any Indians left in the United
States, Indians who were descendants

of those great indian heroes of long ago,
and she asked us if we were to allow
anothsr day to go by under the dictsto.
ship af Wilson, . . . where were the In:
dian warriors that allow non-Indians to
come to this reservation and dictats our
Ives? . ..

In my awn mind, 1 remember not so
many years ago another woman atking
for assistance from the B1A — that wes
my mother, and how the BIA refused
assistance, and how my mother died an
elcoholic,

She had wen her own children being
bused from the reservations, Leech
Lake here in Minnesota, 280 miles 1o
Pipestone, and | saw what these Oglala
Sioux wormen were asking — how many
more days, how many more hours can
we take this? | . . How long does an
Indian sutfer under this kind of systam?
And | repiized that theeo could only be
one answear.

-« + These Ogiala Sioux women only
ssked that the spirit — the fighting
spitit — return, 50 that there would be
no reasan for Indian peaple 1o drink
themsolves to death, 10 that there'd be
no reason Tor [ndign youngsters to be
slashing thair wrists.

. « « Thase Oglata Sioux women wars
speaking for all Indian women, We'd
reachad a point in history whare we
could not tolerate that kind of abuse
any longer, wherg thess woman, thess
parants, these mothers, couldn't tolerate
the mistreatment that goes on on the
raservations any longer. They could not
we anothet Indian youngster die; they
could not see another Indian man meat
denth, whether he was in Chicago or
Nabraska or Buffale Gap, . .

To do nothing after that would be a
great sin,

.+« Wounded Knee represented to the
Oglale Sloux and to Indian people all
acToss the country that last desperate
arternpt to bring about justice.

Not anly did Indians respond, not only
did the Chippewas or the Potawatomies,
or the Navajo or the Pueblo, or the
Iroquols, not only did they respond,
but people from all walks of life came
to Wounded Knee. People came there
betause the Oglala Sioux women had
cried loud enough and far enough so
thot her pless were hesrd all across the
What Is %0 important at Wounded Knee
is that Indians and non-Indisns alike
came together and created that last
desperate attempt — an attempt to
bring Indian heritage, Indian ideas,
back.

.+ » 1t was unfortunate that three Indi
ans have died, but they died knowing
that all of us at Wounded Knee and the
people who culled us to Wounded Knee
will go 10 the Spirit World knowing
that the unbom generation will be given
that opportunity to live the live that
they choose and not the life that sorme
body elss dictates,

(White Dennix Bonks wos guing b opening
slatomernst, ha strtedd talking aboat how he
had firat vivited the Fine K Reservarion
at the risee of the protest obout the doath of
Raymood Yellosw Thunder. U.S, Attomey
Clayton obj l-\l\cm! his wbfection wor sus
tuinad by Judpn Niokol HBanks' attorney,
Mark Ldwe, argued that the statoment was
rolveaat, and @ the exchange the veason of
the firat day of the trial led to thy following
sltreation:

The Court: T dont want (o sit here
and listen to another argument, 1 am
going to have to maks some rulings and
my cufing i this & inadmissible and
that objection to that temark ubout
what happened at Gordon is sustained.
Mease sit down,

Mr. Lane: Except the court -

The Court: Mr. Lane, | am going to
ask you be removed from this office if
you and Mr. Kunstler are going to keep
taking exception 1o my mlings. You
have been aroand court fong enoogh o
know in federal court \'ou':fu not have

to take exception [lu lay the ground-

work for an appea

Mr. Kunstler: As defense counsel, we
must do it

The Court: Marshuls, | am going to ask
you 10 remove Me, Lune and Mr. Kun
sther fram this courtroom until they can
come back here and remembor what |
said to them before,

Mr, Kunstler: How can vou do a thing
ke that! We are making an ordinary
objection. | think you ought 1o

The Court: Mr. Kunstler i Mr. Lane
will be eemoved from this courtroom
until the recess and we will soe whut
happens after that,

Mr, Titsen (defonse team attorney):
Could we approach the bench?

The Court: Do you want to be re
moved too? "

Mr, Tilsen: Can we approosch the
beneh? '

The Court: No,

Mr, Tilsen: 1 do not believe the defe
dants can continue under these circuny-
stances. | would like to discuss i1, |
think we have a nght 10 have u discus
sbom as to what our response is going to
be right now.

The Court: Mr. Kunstler and My, Laoe
and Mr. Tilsen will be removed froum
the oosirtroon.

Me. Lane: Our clients cannot go on in
the absence of counsel.

The Court: Marshals, do you hear ine?

Mr. Kunstler: They are going to have
to remove me.

Me. Hurd (asst. US. Attomey): Could
I move at this time for a recoss? 1t e
almost time uoyway,

Mr. Lane: Mr. Hurd is talking alter the
ruling, s he going to have to be re-
moved toa? .. Don't you push me,
buddy.

The Court: There w an attorney left,
Mr. Banks: Leave him alone!

The Court: M. Banks, do you want to
go out with lim?

1 will sccept your st for o recess
at this time, Mr, Hued, The court will
rocess foe (ifteen minutes
Aftor the recess, the Court spoke 1o thy
r’;." ub’c’i had withesyed m'"m
ore
The Court: . .. | regrot the incident
that oceurced here in the courtroom, or
the wooessity for it. | will say that in
chambers, talking with counsed for both
sides, | did learn that Mr. Lane's state
ment, in which he took exception, |
must say, is different than my under
standing of what he was taking excep-
ton 1o, . .

| hope that will clear the matter ap.
Let’s proceed, then, with further state
ments by Mr. Banks . .
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The U.S.A.Presents Its Case

{Three kinds of activity happened in the trigls in St,
Paul. There was the selection of the jury, described on
another page. Thare was 4 series of mations filed be
fore the court ~ legel arguments for the fudge to de-
cide, and the jury was not prosent. And then there
was the Governmant presenting its case to the jury.
If the Govérnment does presevit a case, and if the
court does not rule for dismissal because of gowern-
ment musconduct, then the defense will have an op
portunity to present its side of the case. This sume
mary of the trials runs through March 25th. )

(Thix page details testimony of withesses calied by
the prosecution, the United States of Americs,)

The muuwhiethk:and Meoans want heard have to
do with the treaty, the grievances, the oppression at Pina
Ridge. The issues which the U.S, wants heard are cri-
minal charges — guilty, of not guilty,

The ten-count federal indictment includes these chargesy:

— braaking into trading post (larceny) on the first
night of the occupation, A total of 28 knawn in-
dividuals ace named, including all AIM leaders

~ thefr of trading post iterns (burglary), with a
long list of things stolén, including one autobio-
graphy of General Gearge A. Custer, » bow and
two arrows, saddles, and a stock of firaarms.

— assault on F8I agurit Josnne Plerce with a dan-
gerous waapon on March 8, at a roadblock north
of Wournded Knee, Means is charged ss the indi.
vidual who “afded, abetted, counseled, commant-
od oy induced the commission of the crime.”

- proparing trenches and bunkers [obstructing
agents in performance of duties). Means and 17
other men are charged with slowing down the
operations of the BIA, interstate commerce, £81,
Justice Dopartment, postyl service, and protection
of personal liberties of citizens by the entrench-
ments dug in finlds around Wounded Knee,

— creation of armed roadblocks, charges Means
and 12 others with blocking roads, thereby inter-
faring with agenty in their work of guelling a civil
disorder.

« hurning of trading post vehicles (arson): Means
and ather unknown persons are charged with
setting fire to three pickups and one passenger
cars belonging 1o the trading post owners.

— possassian of destructive devices (having un-
autharired firearms): Means and four others , in-
cluding a younyg Pueblo woman, are charged with
possessing Molotov cock tails near the bunkarad
arvas. Means /s oharged with “constructive posses-
won ™

— gtoaling & trading post auto (theft of motor ve-
Wicle): Means and four others are charged with
stealing a geay 1970 Dodge belonging to trading
post owner Clive Gildersiveve,

- griminal conspiracy: Means and other AIM
leaders are charged with “combining, conspiring,
confederating and agreaing™ to commit all the
acty contained in all other charges

- wounding of federai agents fessault on fedara!
oflicers): Means and onknown othars are charood
with “assaulting and wounding™ FBI special sgent
Curtis Fitzgerald on March 11, and U.S, Marshal
Lioyd M. Grimm on March 26.

ARKWESASNE NOTES

To support its argument that the US. was legally on
the reservotion to suppress the ocoupation, the prose
cution entered into avidence a petition doted February
9, 1973, from tribal council président Dick Wilson,
requesting & court order from tribal court judge Theo-
dore Tibbatts requesting federal assistance. The order
Tibbetts issued four days later was also entersd

Attorneys for the defense argued that both the petition
and tribsal order were (llegal, as according 1o the tribal
constitution and bylaws, the full tnbal council would
be needed to make such & request. In addition, the
patition may be & fraud in that lvy Gomngs, clerk of
tha tribal council's court, admitted that the first she
saw of the petition was a mgnth ago when it was given
o her by Tibbetts. An FBI agent had reported last
wummer that he had beon unable to find the petition,

At the and of the court session, U.S. attornays ap
proached the court and told Judge Nichol that they
were withdrawing the petition from eyvidence

Both defense and prosecution were directed by Nichol
to submit beiefs concaming a contention by the de-
farnse that marshals wers on the reservation in violation
of the ribe’s by laws and constiturion,

Also an the third day of the testimony, the 1868 Sioux
Treaty bacame an issue for the first time during the
cross-examination of Clarence Nelson, a BIA official

at Pine Ridge. Nelson had begn introduced to show
that Auasell Means was an Indian, according to tribal
records, and to introduce & map of the reservation.
The defense attemptod to show that the reservation is
only a small part of the land st mide under the traaty

To buttross its contention that the ococupation fores ut
Wounded Knee was the agaressor in gunfire exchanges,
the prosecution called two FBI agents to the stand 10
tell how they were fired on from the grass by a few
persons who rode to the eastern perimeter of the vil.
lage in an old car.

Stephen Travis, of the Kansas City, Missourl, FBIl of-
fice, related this sequence of events the night of Feb.
27 and sarly the following morning. MHe said he weas
smong more than a dozen FBI agents, U.S, marshals,
and BlIA policerman who gathered on a paved road
wouth of Wounded Knee after word spraad thers had
bean shooting In the village,

Shortly after dawn, he, agent Frank MoGinn, snd two
BIA officeds drove in Two cirs to a hill about & mile
or more east of Wounded Knee, At daybreak, s 1950
Chevrolet was driven from Wounded Knee toward the
hill = throe or four persons got out and the car dis
appeared behind a small hill. Within a few minutes,
Travis said, they received gunshot, which they retumn:
ed soon after reocviving permission from the FBI come
mand post.

The Government’s 7th and 8th witnesses ware BIA
policemen Wayne Romero and Virgil Randall who
wern on duty together the night of February 27th,
the evening the occupation began

Attomeys for the defense tried o establish that both
man were part of the goon squad which had terrorized
the reservation, but Judge Nichol sustained prosecution
objections. Questioning of Romero revealed that al
though he has lived on the reservation most of hig life
that he knows nothing of the Sun Dance and had never
heard of the Sacred Pipe.

Randali 100k the stand ot the end of the day wearing
dark sunglasses. He was shown a roster of the goon
squad containing Randall's name.  Randall confirmed
he had =en the paper "floating around® but denled
any knowledge of any goon squad or vigilante group
and didn't know why his name was on the roster,

Lane, in an attempt to impesch the government wit-
ness, arkod Randall why he had been transferred from
Pine Ridge to Winnebago, Nebraska, "Were vou,"”
Lane asked, “transferred because you shot and killed
Little Spottod Horse, an Oglala, and becauss you shot
your brother Wayne Randall in the log and because you
struck a pregnant woman, Mary Burns Prairle, in the
stomach with your billy-club, causing her to miscarry?”

Prosecuting attordey Hurd Jumped 1o his feet, too
speechless to say enything, Judge Nichol was shouting,
“Mr. Lane! Mr, Lanet”

"You should be seversly chastised for asking & ques
tion fike that,” Nichol admonished. Nichol told Ran-
dall he didn't have to answer the question because of
possible violation of his constitutional rights against
self-incriminsation.

Lane protested! ““Your honor, we'te not makirg this
stutf up ™

Nichol told Lane to sit down. “I'm not going 10 per-
mit vou to continue. You have abused the rights of
counsel in this courtroom.” When othur defente at-
tommeys peotested the ruling, he added, "My, Lane,

I'm getting sick and tired of the manner in which you-
‘re operating in this courtroom,”
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Kunstler protested that Nichol's remark loft the jury
with the impression that Mr. Lane hat done something
“terrible”,. "I think he did," Nichol rejoined

Nicho! scknowledgnd that the crossexamination of
witnesses by defense attorneys was “driving me up the
wall."In three weeks of testimony, the jury has heard
only eight witnesses, all of them called merely to set
the scene. However, defense attorneys have cross-
examined each exhaustively,

"I this kind of cross-examination keeps on,” Nichol
complained, “we’ll be here a year." The Government
side alone has said it may call 100 to 150 witnesses,
Kunstier said he feit it was the governmant which was
delaying things, "'We've had esight witnesses so far,
ond not one crimingl sct has beon described.””

The following day, Lane was permitted 1o resume his
ling of quastioning, Randall denied knowing anything
sbout Litthe Spotted Horse, his Ixother being shot, or
any other violence. After court, defernse attorneys
said that they would present witnesses when thoir turn
in court came up who would dispute Randall’'s claims.

The prosocution brought to the stand three witnessey
to testify to the location of roadblocks and housss in
Wounded Knon as shown on the government maps to
be used as extubits. But the last witnesy, Jorry Bron
nan, ended up by saying the maps had “glaring In-
accurpcies’” and the map showing houses in Wounded
Knee was not recewed in evidence

The 12th witness for the Government was Merrill
Sharer, another FBI agent who told of trailing a cara-
van of cars maving slowly from Calico Hall 1o Wound-
ed Knee, Crossexamination revealed that Sherer saw
nothing lllegat in the caravan.

The next government witness was Gary Thomas, a
former lowyer for the paly legal oid office on the Pine
Ridoe Reservation. As it twrned out, however, his
avidence seemed more useful 1o the defense, Thomas
1old how he lost his job the day following the occupe.
o,

"I saw Mr. Wilson on the 28th,"" he recalled. “"He said
I had ten to twelve hours to leave the reservation or |
wolld be killed." Thomas added that Wilson had
pushed him and that his breath smelled of booze,

He sald he had lodged complaints with the FBI right
aftor the incident, but apperently no sction was taken.
Wilson had beon upsat, apparently, because Thomas
had bean with Russell Maang on the aftornoon of the
27th, Means and Thomas were assaulted by a group
of five men, allegedly part of the goon squad. The
men had filed complaints, but the sction was dismissed.

L I R
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—Amociated PFress
A Militant Grandmother at St. Paul Federal Bullding

In the fourth day of testimony, February 15, & BIA
employee testifiod that the fire truck he was driving
inta Wounded Knoe was hit by two shorgun blasts on
Febeuary 27, the evening the occupstion began,

John Joseph Hardey said he saw an unidentifiod figure
in the doorway of a builtling in Wounded Knee, then
saw a flash and heard a shot hit the left side of the
tire truck. Another shot shatterad the right window.
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“Lat's get the hell out of here,” Hardey quoted an-
other fireman as saying. He was only questioned by
prosecution attorneys, and the defense will cross-
axamine him lator.

Another witness was undercover FBI agent Stanfay
Keel, During cross-examination, defense attorney
Kunstier tried 10 discredit his testimony by focusing
on apparent contradictions between Keel’s court
testimony, and statemonts in a report he wrote for the
FBl,

In one exchange, for instance, Kumtier noted that
Keel testified that AIM leader Clyde Bellecourt was at
8 Rapid City, South Dakota, native community center
- yut his FBI report written two dayy after the day
in question matle no mention of Bellacourt’s presance,

Kunstler also challunged Kaol's mention in an FBI
report that he saw B 10 8 cased shoulder-type weapons
in an AIM office. In court, though, be could only say
that he had seen casas, and didn’t know if they con-
tainod weapons or not

Keel said he was 7/16ths Chickasaw. While he had
feigned an “Indian appearance’ when he wis a spy
for the FBI on AIM activities, when he came 10 court
he was wearing @ brown wit, and a bushy moustache,
to go with his shoulder-length hair. AIM people re-
coll that when he first showed up ot Rapid City on
February 21, he had a green ski jacket and brown

pants,

He describad & meeting he attended that night at the
Maother Butler Center in Rapid City, Ha said Dennis
Banks introduced Muans as “'the next chief of the
Oglalus”, and that Means had urged the impeachment
of Dick Wilson. The Rev. Richard Bates, director of
the Catholic center, assarted that the church would
not stand for racial discrimination,

Keel testified ba had a college dogree in mathamatics
ot East Central State College In Ada, Oklshoma. He
told the court that Vernon Bellwcourt of AIM had said
that AIM would take over Pine Ridge, and then move
on to Arizona and Oklahoma for more militant
demonstrations.

Keel said that much of his information on AIM had
come from a person known to him as Red Blanket,
alleged to be an alooholic or mentally |1, over beer
bought by Keel and another sgent, one “Stephenson,”

?zeaslv Jersey |s where Keel is regularly posted by the

Charles Stephenson identifled himselt as baing one-
sixteenth Cherokee on his father's side. He works out
of the Des Moines, lowa, FBI office. Questioning by
Kunstler drew out an admission that the pair had failed
10 eport 1o superiorns that they had been spotted by
undercover agents almost from the moment of thair
arrval. A group of 25 10 30 parsons gathered around
them in the Catholic center ns AIM security aide Beor
nardo Escamilla put questions to them, and they wera
banned from further entry into AIM gatherings. Ste
phenson had used the alias of “Charlie Lightfoor”

The agents had aroused suspicion of AIM security peo-
ple when Stepbenson oftored Russell Means explosives
~ Means had immediately turmed him down.

Stephenson also quoted Bill Mesns, Russell's brother,
about plans for violence, but he was unobie to identi-
fy Bill Means who was sitting in the spectators’ section
of the courtroom.

(Thanks to Greg Cornell of the Miditant, Martin Waldvon of
the New Yoark Times, Terry Wolkerstorfer, Racdy Furst, and
Joha Carman of the Minnespalis Star, and the Associnted
Press for information used here |

F.B.I. ’m Nef Your Indian Anymere, Either

(As the trial began, Judge Nicho! seemed calm and
impartial, As the defenge attorneys tried to establish
the political nature of the trial and to detil the har
assment and persecution they hed experienced, Judge
Nichol had become exasperated and sharply critical.
However, a series of events arising from the testmony
of Father Poul Manhart indicated that the court, as
woll as the defense, was being hamperad by under-
handed methods of the Fedarpl Bureau of Investige-
tion. From that point on, Judge Nichol has reserved
his sharpest attack for the FBI. The sequence of
eveonts iz detailed bere below:)

Father Paul Manhart, pastor of the Sacred Heart
Church in Wounded Knee, wais to have been a routine
witness, but he inadvertedly opened up a whole can
of worms which would leove the Federal Bureau of
Investigation simost completely discradited in the eyes
of the court.

Manhart bogan the model of impertiality, but he had
1o retumn day after day for five days, and he was con-
frooted with a number of things which eroded his ap-
parent lack of intorest. He testified that he saw the
“striking"” sight of the long curavan driving into
Wounded Kneo, and that shortly afterwards, a group
of pecple entered the church, On the orders of Rus
sell Means, he said, he was taken to the basement and
tied up, With the exception of being tied up, no harm
was done him. He was offered food, he said, which he
refused, and was given blankets and a plllow 1o sheep
in v

When Manhart tatked sbout his work, he said it wasn't
"missionary work' since most of the Indlans on the
resorvation woee alesady Christians,  Defense questions
regarding the relstionship of the church to the mass
grave of the victims of the Wounded Knee Massacre of
1890 were objectad 10 by the prosscution.

The prosecution was embarrassed when Manhart said
the AIM members had occupied Wounded Kne# sgainst
the wishes of the residents, He also happened to men-
tion that he gave no interviews to the press during bis
stay in the trading post srea during the seizum

But when the defense produced a CBS vidootape inter
view with him, Manhart's cradibility was diminished.
He had told the CBS reporters, “These are my people
— wi do not feel that we are in any position that we
would have to leave."

The US. showed Manbart a petition, He said it had bean
passed around &t @ meeting on March 2, 1873, attended
by a few peaple, and that some signatures were forgeries.

The court ordered the FBI to locate the original peti.
tion, for the copy produced in court wes revéaled to
be a photocopy. A second document was produced,
which also proved to be doctored, and finally, an ex
asperated Judge Nichol was shown the original doou
ment.

The final petition showed signatures of over 100 rosi-
dents of Wounded Knee, and stated in part that: "It
Is resolved that the U.S, Department of Justice and
their agents and thelr servants cease and desist from
firing upon our guest members of AIM . . . who are
herp at our invitation,” The U.S. has long maintained
that AIM was a band of rowdies unwanted at Wound-
ed Knee,

Nichol kas already accused the Government of being
“at the very least seriously negligent." This negligence
includes lying, tampering with evidence, threats against
the defendants and witnesies and other harassments,
which, the judge warnned, coukd mean “dismissal of the
whole case.”

ARKWESASNE NOTES
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An jrate Judge Nichal took the unusual step of ime
pounding all FBI files pertaining to the casa, and order-
ed thar with the files under court custody, defense at-
tormays could have sccess to tham, Nichol himsalf
toured the FBI office in Minneapalis to see the docy
menty, and found there were 315,981 serially-numbered
papars, some up to 600 pages in length, The files ocow
py whole rooms and would take years to read,

The extent of the files indicates that there has been
massive surveillance of the American Indian Movement
for sometime before Wounded Knee.

Nichol's order impounding the files, and his chagrin at
the FBI was based on the fact that & faderal court order
issued last October, mandating the Government to give
the defense all refevant documents it possessed, had not
been honored.

Also, in response to the court order, the U.S, Depart-
mant of Justice, in o letter signed by Carl W, Belcher,
chief of the General Crimes Section, assured the .S,
Attomeys handling the prosecution that the defendarits
were “not the subjects of direct electronic surveitiance
nor wore any of their conversations monitored by any
glectronic device.”

Judge Nichol said he wes “tempted to dismiss if enly
for my health’s sake,”” but added ha was “aware of my
responsibilities.”  He sccused the FBI of withholding
and distorting evidonce, | used to think the FBI was
one of the greatest buroaus that over came down the
pike,” the federal judpe said. “But | think that it ha
deteriorated, and | don’t carn how many FBI agents
are in the court listening to me — | think it has de-
umm'bﬂ

Nichol later said his eriticisms had been "intemporate,”
parhaps, but he declined o retract them,

Joseph Trimbach, area FBI director, wished Nichol
would make a rotraction, Clarence Kelly, dirsctor of
the FBI in Washington, was clearly unhappy with the
tarnith his agency had soquired, and Trimbach was
dispatched to Judge Nichol's private chambers for »
conference. In the course of the conversation, Trim
chh assured the judge that there had been no ilegal
wiretopping or electranic survelliance.
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Trimbach said Kelly was very disturbed by the sttacks
on the FBI — their hands ware clean in this cass, he
said, despite revelations of FBI misdoings In other
prominent cases. For the fint time, the FBI hadn't
dane any wiretapping, he said — that's why they were
$O upset,

In a confarence with both sets of sttorneys, Nichol
ralated the dotails of the meoting with Trimbach, The
defense thought differently about the wiretaps, and
requested a court order, Served with & new supoena,
the Government came in with an admission that not
even the U.S. Attorneys had been told — they had
overhesrd conversations. Furthermore, the memos
indicated that FB! agents had personally told Trimbach
about the wirataps, and that Trimbach himself had
{ssued instructions for actions based on wirétapped
evidence.

The dofense also supoened Joe Pourier, manager of the
Bison State Telephane Company in Pine Ridge. Judge
Nichol ordared that Pourier be given immunity from
prosecution. Nichol also told the prosecution to tell
Attorney General William Saxbe in Wathington that if
Pouries was not granted immunity, Nicho! would stop
the trial

When Pourier came to the stand, be told the court
that he not only knew of the wiretap, but that he had
installed it himsaif on Instructions of Tommy Hudson,
the administrator for the massive U.S, Marshal Service
focce ot Pine Ridye. FBI agents relaxed when thoy
heard this evidence implicating the Marshals Servica,
rather than the FBI — but tensed up 3g3in when it
wais rovealed that the operation of the tap had been
sololy FBI at one of its roadblocks.

The Government insisted that while it was true that
the telephone had been installed, there had been no
surveillance, But then quite by accident, Phyllis Fast
wolf, an Oglaia who lives in Chicago, happened 10 be
in St. Paul, and was able to testify that she had tried
to get into Wounded Knee on March &, and had been
taken to the FBI roadblock snd into a government van
where she heard the voice of Donnis Banks talking
over & loudspeaker. [She had 10ld the roadblock that
she was a Wilson supporter and wanted to go into
Wounded Knee to get her daughter out of there.)

The Minnespolis Tribune reported that the FBI had
tried to "parsuade’’ Pourior not to testify about the
wiretap, FBI agent David Prico visitod the telephone
employee March 12, and triad to intimidate himy

““He wanted to know who paid for it and who told me
to do it,” Pourier said. "I told him 1o ask me when |
pet on the witness stand.”

How Pouries came to be & witness is a story in itsell,
Last October 17, when Pedro Bissonette was killad by
BIA pelice, sttorney Mark Lane went to the hospital
to see the wounds on Pedro’s body. There he talked
with Pourier, who had been a good friend of Pedro.
Pourier had also been a strony supporter of the Wilson
administration — he hald one of the best jobs on the
reservotion as phone company manager,

But the death of his frignd at the hands of the police
changed him very much. As he and Lane worked to-
gether 1o investigate the shooting, he related how he
had installed the phone into Wounded Knee at the
direction of the US. — and the “extension line” to
the roadblock.

{continued on next page/)
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Ironically, the goon squad couldn’t understand why
the Government wanted to give the occupation force
# whphone, and kept shoating out the line. 11 was
Pourier who was called time ofter time 1o testore the
phone to good service so that the Government ears
could listen,

The defense charged that the bugging violated the
right of attornoy-client confidantiality, for at least six
defense lowyers talked with their clients over the
tapped line after they received assurances from the
Justice Department that the line was clear. That meant
the FB1 heord defense strategies in cases now scheduled
for ;rial in Sioux Fally, Custer, and elsewhere, as well as
St Paul,

Tha defense also had, s the result of very dlover de-
teative work on the part of WKLDOC investigatars,
Invoices for emergoncy purchases made at the Radio
Shack in Rapid City on Sunday, March 4, marked
“for Indien case’, of aver $2,000 worth of slectronic
equipmant. Pouner testified that the equipment was
of & type which would be required for and useful to
wiratapping.

Now It was Teimbach's turn to be on the stand.  He
wm asked if he had been completely candid when he
hod assured defense attorneys that there had been no
wirstapping, The prosecution objectsd to the ques
tion,

Judge Nichol sat on the edge of his seat, and in this
dramatic moment sald, “No, that's overruled — | really
want to hear the answer to the question,™

Tombach was asked (! he had told the judge there had
been no wiretapping. He said that while ke and the
judge spake of many things, “"we didn't talk of wire-
tapping.”

Judge Nichol swallowed hard at that one. During &
rocess, he diszussad the situation with both prosecy
tion and defense attorpeys. What was he to do —
call himsel! as a witness in his own courtroom to
refute the evidence of the ares director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation? Finally, it was decided ta
have the prosecution stipulste that thete had been, in
fact, » conversation sbout wiretapping between Trim-
bach and the judge.

Porhaps most damaging, on March 19 the FB) wi
forced to relessa two memorandums on conversations
recorded from the Wounded Knee phone. One con
versation wis between dafendant Dennis Banks and
entertainer Dick Cavert, 1o whom Banks was appeal:
ing for a spocial TV show on the occupation.

Similar illogal surveillance led to the dismissal of
charges against Daniel Ellsbery last spring in the
Pentagon Papers caee. The judge threw out the
charges on the basis of “governmoent misconduct.”

Judge Nichol has pointed out that wiretapping
“happens to be a felony™ if done without & eourt
order,

Nichol ordered the FBI to turn over to the defenso
tapes of all the wiretapping. Confidontial defenss in-
formation is that thers is at least 100 hours of con-
versation on tape.

As the trial moved Into the last week of March, the

FBI had submitted only about 20 hours of tape. What
Judge Nichol was going to say when he finds out about
further misbehavior of the FBI is only speculation as
this issue goes to the printer — but if Watergate cases
could have so much axcitement over 18% minutes of
missing tape, what would the courts say about 83 hours
of missing tape on Woundead Knee?

Also, on Mareh 6, six of tha twelve jurors told the court
that they had recelved John Birch Souciety literature
branding the Wounded Knee occupation as a Commu-
nist conspiracy. Nichol ordered an Investigation to find
out who had sent the literature and to lay grounds for
possible charges of jury tampering.

About the same time that the FBI was receiving these
knocks in St. Paul, Attarney Genaral William Saxbe
honored a court order and relessed sovon documents
detailing the FBI's role in disrupting the Black Pan-
ther Party, Socialist Workers Party, and various un-
named Black natlonalist groups, While there was no
mention of native group activities, the scope of the
documants was 1861 1o 1970, befors the American
Indian Movement was of sarlous concern to “national
sacurity,"”

The memos, from the late FBI chiof J. Edgar Hoover,
called on FBI sgents across the country to “expose,
discupt” and “otherwise neutralize' the groups and
indwviduals,

One documeant imtructs, "No opportunity should be
missed to exploit through counterintulligence technique
the organizational and personal conflicts of the leader.
ships of the groups and where possible, an effort
should be made to capitalize upon existing conflicts
between compaeting black nationalist organizations.”
Another gonl was to “pravent militant groups from
gaining respectability by discrediting them to three
segments of the community.”

The continuity in the FBI's role Into the native strug
gle seems apparent. It wes for similar reasons that
deferse attorneys filed with Judge Nichol all the
papers filod with the court which tried the Daniel
Ellsberg/Pentagon Papers case. There was a remarkabs
le similarity to the evidence emearging in St. Paul:
slaatronic survelllance of lawyers and clionts, intimids-
tion of witnesses, withholding of evidence, and fabri
cation of documents or the furnishing of falss docu-
monts. And yet it is Dennis Banks and Russall Means
who aré on trial for "obstructing fuderal agants in the
performance of their duties.”

A similar dilemma that Elisberg faced is also actively
discussed in St. Paul. Ellsberg in many ways wanted
the trial 10 continue, so that he could establish beyond
4 doubt that ha was right in relegsing the Pantagon
Papers so that the citizens of the United States would
be informed about their Government. But he could
also press for dismissal and win surefire freedom, on
grounds of Government misconduct.

The AIM people went to Wounded Knee for 2 purpose
and want the trials 1o prove the Treaty of 1868 i
operative — and yal there s now the opportunity to
pross for dismissal because of the FBI activities. |t
was no coincidence that Daniel Ellsberg was Invited to
St. Paul to address a massive symposium In AIM chap-
tor headquarters. His recommendation: take the dis
missal, and bank on public opinion 1o retum & verdict
of not guilty,

4
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At the week drew 10 a closs, the prosecution tried to
introduce in evidence the testimony of Mr, and Mrs.
Orville Lansbury, self-prociaimed missionaries for the
Church of God, whose rasidance was bumed near the
end of the occupation. Nichol ruled the testimony
was out of order bocause the damage could not be
connacted to the defendants on triel

{Thenks to Martin Bunz! end tha Guardian, Libaration Plows
Service, ane! Bexter Smith of the Militant and other friends
for information used here, )

The WKLDOC team has been hard-pressed to match
the seemingly infinite resources of the prosecution,
the United States of America. It's not just the costs
of lawyurs, because most WKLDOC lawyers have beon
donating their services, Money is needed, though, for
investigations, secrataries, office space, transportation,
ond other support services.

So, in mid-January, the WKLDOC petitioned the pov-
ernment, saying their clients were Indigent, that the
cammittee had been receiving contributions onty in
the amount of $5,000 or so for the whole month of
December, and that they were all otherwise penniless,

Fedaeral regulations permit up to four attormeys as
much as §1,000, but that would be gobbled up even
before jury selection was over. Larger amounts can be
approved by the area Circult Court of Appeals chiel
judge ynder the Criminal Justice Act. Finally, Nichol
was able to approve ramungration for four defonse
attornoys foc hawever long the case might take.

Ken Tilsen, for ingtance, had not only begn working
freg, but had put about $3,000 of his own money into
defense axpenses — now, howeyer, the can
begin to do some of the things which the U.S. is able to
do in buliding up its case. 1t all came just in time: the
WKI;_DOC had $316.99 in the bank when tha petition
was filed,

James Abdnor, Congressmen from South Dakota, im-
mediately renawed his Birchite charges that the U.S.
Government was, in fact, funding AIM, and encour:
aging revolution and destruction

Ramon Roubidesux, AIM attorney from Rapid City,
countered that Abdnor was fanning “the firns of racism
and bigotry In order to curry favor with the South
Dakota public to win votes, counting on his view that
the majority of South Dakota voters were bigoted liko
hitmsell."

The defense attomeys complained bitterly January 23
that the security arrangements in the courthouse were
un outrageous assault on the fair-trigl principle, but
Judge Nichol said the complaints were just a “big
fuss.”

Ken Tilsen rose to wll Nichol that he was tired of
emptying his pockets, being searched, snd passing
through a metal-detection device to get into the court
house. Marshals also conduct further searches in front
of the seventh-floor courtroom. Mark Lane added
that he believed the federal governmant was using the
pecurity process to suggest to prospective jurors that
Banks and Means and their associates were dangecous
of iminals,

AKWESASNE NOTES
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FROM THE ST. PAUL TRIAL

A behind-the-acenos figure a1 the St. Paul trial is
Johnny West, a handsome debonair actor normally
found working before television and movie cameras.
In Los Angoles, Weat flies his plane, drives a Continen-
tl, and plays tennis and golf.

In St. Paul, he works ot a fast pace to help his brath
er, Dannis Banks, "Johnny West"” is his professional
name — his real name is Mark Banks.

He came here st Dennls’ invitation in Decomber "for
o fow days" and has remained since, He has remained
# nameless public relations man, working in the back-
ground, He says he gave up a chance for the lead role
in @ new television series as an Indion detective,

"I befieve in what they are doing here. | have such
tramendous admiration for my brother — 10 | asked
myself, ‘How can | leave?’ " And he has stayed.

Now he works 12 to 16 hours & day in the WKLDOC
office, and often sleeps on the fioor In the St. Paul
AIM headquarters, {Amocisted Press)

On January 25, WKLDOC defense attorneys filed an
injunctive lawsuit against US. President Nixon and
saven other federal, state, and tribal officials. The
complaint asked an injunction prohibiting prosecution
on Wounded Knee charges, saying the current cases
were only intended to destroy, inhibit, harass, impede,
deter and otherwise curtail AIM sctivities.

Tha suit, which would be heard by & threesman panel
of the Bth Circuit Court of Appeals, said that i the
order is not yranted, then the court should order a
halt to prosecutions in other aceas untll the Means
Banks trinl |3 concluded. It said thot the trials have
now been scheduled to exhaust AIM's resources and to
doprive other plaintiths of the crucial testimony of
persons who were on trial elsewhers and thus could
not act as defense witnesses,

Nixon and the other federal officials, the suit alleged,
had instituted and maintained “a reign of terror, in-
cluding but not lmited to murder, mayhem, assault,
bribery, axtortion, intimidation, and other acty of
physical and psychic violence' on the Pine Ridge res-
ervation,

BARLY SPRING; 1974

A bizarre note antered the trial when Judge Nichol
recessed the court 5o the two defendants could help
sel up a food distribution plan demanded by the
Symbiooese Liberation Army (SLA), the kidnappers
of Patricia Hearst, daughter of newspaper magnate
Randolph Heaest.

The SLA had asked that AIM act as @ mediary in the
ransom, along with several other groups unpopular with
the U.S. Government. AIM proposed the food distribu
tion program, but Dennis Banks announced that AIM
“took the immediate position that we don't go along
with the kidnapping . . . A llow of bioad will not be
accapted by AIM. We were drawn into this unwillingly,
but we scceptad with the hope we can save 4 life.”

Banks said that he had 13 children, Including some
girls, and that at this time, Patricia Hearst “is every-
one’s daughtor,” He said he hoped she was all right
and that “averything will be safe.”

A special hearing was held during the course of the
trial over a controversial lettor written by Carter Camp
and intended as an internal communication for dis-
cussion among AIM leaders about ways 10 strengthen
the organization,

The lotter never reached AIM offices. It had been
writtan while Camp was in |all, and had been carried
by another member of AIM to har apartment in Rapid
City for forwarding. However, the lottar was discovered
by the awner of the apartments, who called the FB8I,

The owner of the apartments, Mrs, Margaret Jenner,
didn’t have far to go to locate the FBI — they were
living in the epartment next door to the ona rented by
thoe WKLDOC. She testifiod that the FBI men, with
whom she was on first-name terms, had asked her to
ket an eye on the Wounded Knee people and to let
them know anything interesting. She kept them |n-
formed of mail received by the Wounded Knee group,
and idantified from photographs people who went in
and out of the apartment.

The mysterious appearance of the letter fueled AIM
paranoia, and angry charges were levelled that Camp
was @ fodaral apent, and would be a star witness for
the prosecution. The split which had emerged in AIM
fast summer over the shooting of AIM leador Clyde
Bellecourt, and which had been peacefully resolved,
came to bear sgain,
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WOUNDED KNEE TRIALS...

SIOUX FALLS S.D, BILLINGS MONTANA.

In Sioux Falls, there are 127 “non-leadership cases,"”
gy the Government puts it. On February 4, the first
four. peopla had their churges dismisied at the request
of the Government. Thay were Francis Killer,
Lessanes Killer, Evelyn Deon, and Choyenne Nichols,
all Oglales from Pine Ridge,

The government requested the dismissal of charges on
the grounds that it was unabie to identify the govern.
ment agent who drove the people from the roadblocks
where they wore seized to the Pine Ridge jail,

The defense thought otherwise, “Wo know better
than to believe that the Government, after one year,
would reverse its course of bad-faith prosecution ™
said Roger Finzel of the WKLDOC. He felt the U.S,
had made the move 10 get at two out-of state support
ery a3 the first targets of its progecution to help fuel
the myth that the occupation group were all “out-
siders”

The pair, Mary Ann DeCora, an 18-year-old Winnebago
from Sioux City, lowa, and Vaughn Dix Baker, u 26
year-old Sjoux from Fort Peck, Montana, had conspir-
acy charges dropped by the Governmaent on Februgsy
11, leaving only charges of burglary and lacceny,

As Vaughn Baker sald whan his case was dismissed by
the U.S. in Sioux Falls, “1 am hort, | think the U.S.
Government, by letting us off, did not give us an
opportunity to reach the 1868 Traaty, which we are
going to stand on because our grandfathers were
thinking of us when they signed the treaty. If the
treaty were recognized, we would not be judged by
this court ~ we would have our own courts.”

But then Judge Warren Urbom of Nebraska, who was
aone of 4 number of judges brought in 10 help try the
massive number of coses, ruled in favor of o defense
motion to suppress the evidence, resffirming the reck-
loss abandon with which the Government cracked
down on the occupation group from the beginning,
After the court’s decision, the Governmeni announced
that it would drop the conspiracy charge in the next
scheduled round of cases against Madonna Gilbert,
Loreler DeCora Means, and Tonia Ackerman, The five
defendants had been arrested on Febeuary 27 while
travelling in two cars on the rosd to Wounded Knee,

It the Government proceeds with burglery and larcony
charges against tham, it will be with & judge alone, for
the defendants waived thair right 10 a jury trial in
rocognition of the virtual impossibility of obtaining a
fair and impartial jury In highly-prejudiced South Da-
Kota,

As is the case in St Paul, 1eams of marshals have cre:
ated a climate of hostility by searches; use of electron-
ic sarsors, leaving no doubt by all who snter the
courthouso that the cases ure highly political

Sixteen of the United States” most experienced orimi-
nel fawyers, who have volunteered through the Nation-
al Associstion of Criminal Defense Lowyers, have been
working with WKLDOC people on the defense of the
Sioux Fulls defendants, One of the philosophical
problems 10 be ironed out was the conflict between
individus! criminal defense and mass political defense,
The defesdants went to Wounded Knee with a pur
pose in mind, and if that purpose becomes lost in the
tachnicalities of the trials, their efforts will have been
in vain, thoy feel.

The NACDL made its commitment to help after one
member, Robert Heenoy of Rockville, Maryland, went
to Rapid City area to survey the situation. During the
course of his visit, he witnessed the Custer, South
Dakota, court arbitrarily assign local counsel 1o de-
fendants without notice, his Rapid City hotel room
w~8s survellied and searched by federal agents, and
sacassment was at a high pitch on the reservation.

One of the first motions filed in Sioux Falls was to
delay the trials until the St. Paul trial was over, since
Russall Means and Dennis Banks were noeded as de-
fense witnesses, The motion was denled by Judge
Andrew Bogue the same day of the argument.

Also filed was # suit 1o enjoin the prosecution from
denying the plaintiffs, members of the American In-
dian Movement, from rights and liberties, and seeking
$25,000 damages for each plaintiff, Named as defon-
dants were US. President Richard Nixon, Attorney:
Guneral William Saxbe, U.S, Attorney William Clay-
ton, South Dakata Governor Richard Kneip, special
state prosecutor William Janklow, Pine Ridge Tribal
Council President Dick Wilson, and tribal prosecutor
Sidnoy Wit The range of defendants gives some in-
dication of the depth of the conapiracy believed by
AIM membeérs 10 exist against tham,

The plaintitfs claim the officials with “the intent

and design to destroy, inhibit, harass, impeds, deter,
and otherwise curtail activities and purposes”, violated
theit rights by causing bad-faith indictments; schedu-
ling trials which “axhaust or dissipate” the available
logol resources and deprive plaintitfs of crucial testh
mony; instituting a reign of terror on the reservation
and against the defanse camp, and causing prejudicial
security and publicity during the St. Paul trials,

ARKWESASNE NOTES

A third motion would compel the government o pro-
duce evidence favorable to the accused.

When the WKLOOC was in Rapid City, It found that
whereyver it located I1s offices, the FBI moved in next
door. The not-so-cordial neighborliness was renewsd
in Sloux Falls. Whan the trials were moved to that
city in the egsterm part of the state, the defense team
established headquartars on Minnesots Street — and
shortly sfterwards, the FBI moved into its new offices
which coincidentally were right across the strest

But even while the Governmant was finding its cases
falling apart in courts, new peoplo were still being ar-
restecl. On January 21, 17 more persons were arraigned
on various charges arising from the occupation of
Wounded Knee, Some were held in jall = Louls Moves
Camp, for instanos, was unable 10 raise the $5,000
bond,

Othar trials are taking place alsewhere in the US. for
Wounded Knee-connected events, Including tribal court
in Pine Ridge. In Phoenix, Arizona, for instance, a fed-
aral grand jury Indictment named several persons for
“Communistspy type meetings” to obtain foreign guns.

In Custer, AIM member David Hill bad his case remand-
ed back to state court after a move to obtain federal
jurisdiction of the case falled. The mation had baen
made when two men who bod worked closely with the
defense lawyars ansounced that they had taken am-
ployment with the prosecution, the Attorney Ganeral of
South Dakota,

Tulss, Oklshoma — On the anniversary of the occupa
tion of Wounded Knee, & rally was held here to ramem.
ber the deaths of Frank Clearwater, Larry Lamont,
Pedro Bissonette who died st Pine Ridge, and also
Junior Goodchief, Larry Casuse, Willard Brown and
others who have died in native strugales over the last
year,

Spoakers included Carter Camp, Stan Holder, Phillip
Deer, Mortha Grass, and spiritual ceremonies were hald
the following day in a tipl erected in the Tulsa Civie
Center plaza,

Tulsa was uptight sbout the rally because AIM |eaders
had asked city officials to fly the United States flag
upside down as a signal of a nation in distress, The
officials refused, and posted ten city police and US,
marshals to guard the Civic Center flagpole. Undaunt-
od, those at the rally flew another flag of their own
upside down beneath the black, yellow, and red ban-
nor of AIM.

At least eight other riot-equipped officers were out of
public view, but kept watch. A plain-clothes officer
ok pictures of the rally from behind & curtained
window,

An elderly moan walked past the civic center, and was
overhesrd saying, “lsn’t It a shame what they're doing
to our flag? The police ought to do something about
i, But police chief Jack Purdie said that there were
no violations of the law.

At a press conference, Carter Camp said police officerns
had been beating and harassing Indlans in Pryor and
Tahleqush, Oklahoma, because they are AIM suppaort.
ors. He said that if necessary, AIM would take action
in those cities, Ben Hyatt, Tulsa area AIM spokesman,
detailed talks AIM has had with local officials, F8I1,
and the Justice Department about the harassment, but
saidd there had been no results.

Tulsa, Camp said, “is the most racist city in the most
racist state in the Union."

EARLY SPRING, 1974

U.S. DROPS CHARGES IN MONTANA CASE
OVER FOOD CARRIED TO WOUNDED KNEE

On May B, 1973, Aubirey Muir, a San Francisco high
school teacher, mnd Barbare Michel, an organizer for
the United Ferm Workers in tha Bay area, were ar-
rested near Ashland In southeastern Montons. Thoy
were charged with violating the Rap Brown Act

The grand jury which Indicted them said that they
“did travel in interstate commerce with intent 1o ald
or abet any persons participeting in o carrying 00 &
riot than axisting st Wounded Knee, by delivering food
and medical supplies.”

Thare wasn't much news in the Montana papers about
the arrests — the Billings Garette, the only newspapor
in the city where the cate was haard, and @ publication
which usually takes patriotic delight in finding stories
concarmning radicals, Indians, and simllar un-American
dabris, relegated most of the few stories it did on the
Ashland srrests 10 the back peges. Al other Montana
nevwipapers maintained & discreet silince

The criminal defendants were carrying such items as
baby food, penicillin, powdered milk, Tha wo had
velunteered to deliver the supplies, gathered by the
Glide Memarial Methodist Church in San Francisco,
Becouse of the church’s reputation a3 & center of
political sctivism and its policy of encouraging all
kinds of people to become involved in its projects,
Glide Memorial was easily infiltrated by F81 sgunts
and Muir and Michel were followed by the FBI from
the tima they left San Francisco untll thelr arresty,

Why, then, did the FBI wait until the two had reached
u remote section of Montana 1o arrest them? Accord-
ing to Keith-Burrows, the US. prosecuting attorney
for the case, the FBI waited until they were “sure” the
palt were going 10 Waounded Knee. 1t also made sure
that they would be tried in Billings, a city wellknown
for its anti-Indian attitudes.

The defendants, who faced S$10,000 fines and five yeery
in prison, had to travel back and forth from Callfornia
to Montana for heasings when the court refussd o
change the venue, Burrows argued that the case had

10 be tried “'near where the crima had been committed.”

Burrows also clatmed that Wounded Knee had beon
deciared 8 "riot” by presidential order, and he felt he
had a good caw, But defense attormey Robert Ste-
phens feit he had an equally good chance to win &
an acqulttal, and thus establish a procedent whrich
would pravent similee harasenents in the future

But the case didh't come 1o 1rial, On March 8, nealy
n year atter Muir and Michet were arrested, the cate
wis dismissed on motion of the prasecution. Burrows
saicd he had instructions from the Department of Jus
tice in Washington, and the action was taken booause
no guns or ammunition were involved.

The dafense might have encouraged the governman!t to
back away, however, with its announoement that it
would not anly try to win a landmark cass, but it
would also prave the wellknown antl-Indian biss of
the Monzana judicial systam: native people don't serve
on jurigs even (n districts with large native populations
and a disproportionate number of native people are
imprisoned. 1t suid it would challenge the definition
of the Wounded-Knee-typa action as a riot,

But none of this will happen now. As Stophens said,
“The whole thing, even without a conviction, |s useful
10 hastle people and discourage them ‘rom getting in-
volved, especially young peopls who generally have a
lot of time for political activities.” He believes that
the U.S. will continue to use the Rap Brown Act for
this purpose, but will not bring many cases to trial,

In a counter-effort to discourage the U.S,, Muir and
Michel are hoping to |nitiate a civil suit to prove that
the government never had any intention of pushing
for @ conviction, and had used the charges as @ moans
of harassment.

Similar charges against Vernon Bellecourt, Tonia

Ackarman, and Douglas Phelps for violating the so

called Rap Brawn Act in Wyoming were also dropped

on February 5. The three had sttended a rally at g
Colorado State University in Fort Colling, and had

urged students 1o send food and medicine 1o Wounded

Knee «~ thet, apparently, is 3 crime under federal logis

lation,

Fotmer U.S. Attorney General Ramsay Clark has said
that he befioves the “Rap Brown" antiriot act was bn-
constitutionsl, because of its "chilling etfect on the
right of free speech.”

(Thanks o Borrowed Tumes, an alinrnate newspoper published
of POfox 1311, Missoula, Montans 55801, The Americean

Indian Mavement chapter st Missouls is focated at 2201 27Th
Su. w)

S
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alaskaland settlement: boon

ordoom?

Anchorage, Alaska ~ Alaskan natives sre struggling
with the problems arising out of the Alaska Native
Land Ciaims Settiement Act which cieared the way
for the Alaskan petroleum pipeline, still uncertain
whather the huge settlement is boon or doom

In 1972, Congress voted 10 award the native peopis of
Alaska 40-million acres of their own land, in compensa-
tion for their giving up the other 440.-million scres for
ever, They also were awarded a billion daolfar, parhaps
10 replace all services and rights guarenteed through the
trust responsibilities of the Burseu of Indian Affairs.

Under the legisiation, the settiemant is to be made over
4.20-year period, and in order to receive it, t he aborigi-
nal people are required to organize business corpora-
tions, with their entire population at voting stockhold-
ors,

Many view this as the most successful treaty ever nego-
tiated by natives. Their holdings will equal roughly 2%
of the total land of the United States. Considered as &
business entity, the Alaskan natives will qualify among
the ten largest corparations in the U.S.

But the contract is less than golden. Ultimately, they
fear, It could bring them defest by acculturation —
something they have deftly managed to avoid for three
centurios,

Although the native Aleskans hava been impoverished
— the average family in an Alaskan village has an Incoms
less than one-fourth that of white Americans — the
poorest of the northorners are in better mantal and
physical shape than the majority of native people on
the Outside.  And in many ways, they have a fraedom
that white men would envy,

ate trying hard to Impose their own ethic on the people
and the fand, Lael Morgan recalls a speech she heard in
1965 by a man representing a pulprmill

He addressed the local chamber of commerce, and ex-
plained they had chousen the arsa not only because of the
timber, but bocause there wore a lot of unsmployed
Indiant. They were signed on, and proved to be mxcel
larvt workers. “But in two or three months, when those
Indiar had a little more money than they needed, thoy
guit — want off to hunt and fish!™ he said, still struck
by the incredibility of it all. "And then three or lour
months later when they wera broke, they came back and
wanted to work for us again! Now what we've got to
teach these people is that they have to work an eight-
hour day, & five-day week, and 8 50-week yeur,”

But that wey of life is proving to be disastrous sven in
mainstream America, and It is a socia| catastrophe in the
sminll Arctic setthernents whars sharing of food and good
fortune is necsssary Tor survival, Misers are classified
with rapists and murderers, and the concept of saving
Is not papular,

An Inuit child grows up believing generosity and hones-
ty are prime virtues, He is taught to reprass envy and
sggression, ardd not to b competitive, Violence and
“even boasting are condemned, Men, women, and chil
dren are equal, A pipeline isn't instrumental In changing
all that — the educational system is doing a good enough
job already. In school, Inuit children are taught western
values: be competitive, aggressive, and self-reliant,

But now the new native corporations are recaiving
checks from the U.S. Treasury for milllons of dollars,
which have to be invested in profit-making ventures
The managers and directors of these firms are 3 class in
themselves, sharply contrasted with the ordinary peopte
of the villages,

Some observars bolieve that there is a serious and grow:
ing gap betwaen native leaders and the disadvantaged
villagas thay represent. |1 takes an unusual personality
1o be able 10 deal with sophisticeted politicians and
axecutives, and remaln in touch with the people in the
remote villagas, who are, after all, supposed to be the
‘beneficiaries of the work of the leaders.

John Borbridge, for instance, as president of Sealuka
eorporation, has s salary of $35,000 and a travel budget
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of $8,500. 11 is sasy 1o understand how he might be
viewed by a village that hat no money 10 pay & mayor
or business manager and which has 8 median Income of
about $2,000 per family.

No Prostitutes — Just Indians and Bankers

The Alasks Federntion of Natives, Inc., was holding its
annual convention about the time the huge settiement
first installmant was to be paid in December.

“I went to one native convention not long ago where
we were continually bothered by a horde of prosti
tutes,”” one delegote saild, “Here the police have ar
restod all the prostitutes, but this convention is
plagued with hoards of bankers. Nobody hare tonight
but Indians and bankers.”

Another delegate, pleassd at being wooed by the
well-to-do of capitalism’s bureaucracy, said the meet-
ing was @ "historic day"’.

He said his people had o rebarn pride. “Just look at
them,”" ho pointed, indicating s group of well-dressed
Indians and Inuit. “Just a short time away from
primitive lifol"

Most of the women had long, glittery formal gowns
and fancy hairstyles when they attended a banquet
for Howsrd Rock, the 62-.year-old editor and co-
founder of Tundra Times.

Promperity: What will it do to the paople?

All of this was necessary, it seemed, to give natiye
peopls their “Tair shore” of the prosperity which will
come to Alaska as a result of the sxploitation of the
land resources given to the native people by the
Creator in the beginning. If the natives are going to
be wealthy, the Alaskans are going 1o be woalthier,

- There may be 18,000 new jobs, 40,000 more people,

and other signs of “progress” as the §70-square-mile
oil field is tapped for what economists say is oil worth
$84.billion on up to estimates of $280-billion. One
peonomist siys that by 1981, Alasks will have doubled
its amployment and increased its 330,000 population
by B0%.
P T R T R T T REe e T ¢ em—— % mmtV
Now Alaska Has » Sound Title

One of the first court suits involving aborigingd land In
Alasks has resulted in defeat for native rights in dis
trict court. Fadoeral judge Oliver Gaach ruled that
Congrest had the comstitulons! right — which It used —
10 give the state good title to fand, -

In ruling that the Arctic Slope Native Association had
no claim on its former land which had been taken over
by the state and then leased out to oil interests
"“Congress fully intendesd that there should be no fur
thor ‘cloud’ on land title in Alaska stemming from
abariginal land claimy, and that legsl challenges to title
based on such claims sthould be barmed,” Gasch ruled.

The state had netted SS00-million bonus bids from

ol leasas in 1969 on abonginal lands, Gasch ruled
that in fact, before the Alatka Native Claims Sattle-
ment Act was passed, that the native people sctually
owned the land — but now that the settfement had
been handled by the Congress, the State of Alaska had
legitimate title.

Gasch did say, however, that there were grounds for
b suit which the natives could bring against the ol
companies for |llegal trespass In early exploratory
activities. Charles Edwardsen, exacutive director of
the Arctic Slope Native Association, sad that the de-
cision against thalr title may be appealed, and in addl
tion, the sult for damages would be filed,

The state of Alaska is huge by anyone’s standards. It

is 3x times the size of Oregon, with an area of 556,432
square miles. But less than ¥ million of its acres are
privately owned, And it is how to divide up the re-
mainder that is the political problem — the federal gov-
sromant wants its share, the state its share, and the na
tive peopla want some 100, Under the statehood legis-
tation, the state is entitled to 103 million acres, and un-
der the Claims Act, the natlve people will gat 40 million
acres. Who gets first cholce is # big question,

The State of Alaska will receive $1.07-billion just by
1983 even if the price of oil doesn't rise. Similar
figures of oil corporation profits make the native
share look small in comparison. Some say that the

oll companies will have pearly profits of $2.88-billion,
Financial transactions are 50 great that bankers fly
from Anchorage to New York to deposit money
promptly S0 as not to miss one day's Interest.
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Despite sll the ofl, Governor William Egan is warning
that unless there is specisl federal aslstance, the stats
will be hit by a severe “energy trisis.”

Welcome to 8y Business

The regional corporations credted under the Claims
Act are for one principal purpose — money-making
They are intended to genetate profits for their share-
holders, the native members. However, the social, edu
cational, judicial, health and welfare neads of the vil-
lages and rural areas of the state remain the tots! re-
sponsibility of all the tax.-paying citizens of the state
~ native and non-native. BLA services will be terming
ted, and strictly speaking legally, the people will cease
10 be “native peopla® and will become Alaskans.

"Woe have no rights as natives any more. We have rights
as a citizen. We have exactly the tame rights as anybody
else,” spys Ralph Johnson of the Cook Inlet Region
corporation, But unlike most of the native people who
don't understand the implications of the Claims Act,
Johnson likes that change. “'1 think It's good," he says.

Porhaps it Is natural to feel that way. Aboriginal rights,
as defined by the BIA, often results in discrimination,
problemns, ill-treatment. Many still resent the lines of
native people who waitad for bowls of soup at the doors
of the BIA, or the hundreds of women who sit in BIA
waiting rooms to be processad for aid to their depen.
dent children. But while that will be gone, slso gone
are aborigingl rights as defined by the Creation.

The U.S. is already checking to sae what programs

for native people it can terminate, Tom Whittington,

a young former-Peace-Corps lawver, has been appointed
by Interior Secratary Rogers Morton to conduct a com:
prehensive study to see which programs will no longer
be needed now that the native people are, on paper 4t
least, weoalthy,

Alaska Federation of Natives former president and
state senator Willie Hensley says that the act assumes
that the natives will take over all social, educational,
and welfure programs,

“What it failed to see,” Honsley says, “was that the
wttiement was a real estate deal — tho money would be
for us to reinvest. | the money were 10 pour into the
social and health services, we would be broke within 2
yoar or two ~ with no social programs funded at all
then,”

Whittington admittedly has no axperience in native

affairs, and has never before been in Alaska. But, he
says, this will enable him to be “objectiva’, He will
file his report by December 18 of this year

To minimize the possibility that inexperienced or un-
scrupulous native ieaders or fast-talking whites might
fritter away the settlement for thousands of people,
Congress prohibited sales of land by native groups.

That means that if funds are spent on social services
now, in twenty years, the native groups will be forced to
sall their land to survive,

The act established twelve regional corporations, which
in turn ace vested with several village corporstions. And
since big business In Alaska is synonymous with the oll
Industry, the native managers have to compete with the
dog-eat-dog counterparts in the world of Big Business.

The maney on which they operate is voted each year by
congressional vote, About half of the billion dollars
will come from the general fund of the U.S, Trsasury,
paid out over a pariod of years, and the other half will
be paid from royalties, rentaks, and leases of land owned
by the federal and Alaskan governments — but this will
trickle Torth only if and when the state and foderal gov-
ernments lease their lands to oil and mineral firms,

The 40-million scres of land set aside for natives is also
vested in the corporations, and how much income this
will genarate depends on the shrowdness of sach corpor.
ation. Or, that land coufd be set aside for the pressrve
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tion of the traditional ways of life. Howsever, this may
not be fassible — first of all, the quantities and kinds of
land reserved are not sufficient, chances are that the oil
industry will encrosch on the traditional life-atyle any-
way, snd 5o much social setvice expenditures will be
necessiry by the corporations that they will need every
penny thay can get from their investments. Those who
are in management capacities, 100, ore likaly to be the
individusls who place the least vaiue on traditional life-
styles.

“We're orgonized strictly on a functional, profit-making
basis,” Johnson says. “The management of the corpor-
ation is to look after the interests of the stockholders.

| gan't play politics — it’s » business.”

The "interests of the stockholdern™ i 2iso of great in-
terest to large corporstions who arg anxious to exploit
the money and fand which the corporations control.
The Ford Foundation fundad the “Alaska Native Foun.
dation,” which is to offer “technicai assistance.” One
of its operations is to publish a bi-monthly Aleska Native
Management Repart, written and edited by two non
natives who clossly follow corporate decisions, About
650 companies subseribe to the $145.a-year publica
tion and thus know as much about native inner se-
crets as do the native people themsalves,

In addition to external problems such s westher snd
distance, the very establishment of the native corpor-
stions and the villsge corporations has started causing
friction. Each organization is anxious to obtain the
best lands available — even to the point of disputing
with other natives. Bocouse of the intensity of land
speculation in Alaska, esch corporation hiresits own
consultants, land surveyors, and geologists, cresting
an influx of non-Alaskan non-native “landmen,™ In-
stead of sharing as they did in the past, native people
are now Jealously guarding information on possible
oil and mineral prospects in aress where more than
one corporation s interestad in obtaining land
Another problem (s that the federal government had
first choice of the land, and withdrew 80-million
acros for parks, forests, military, and wildlife reserve.

“The Govarnment’s got land along the rivars and
slong the const,” Johnson complains, saying that the
most undesirable land has been left for native vie,
One hundred million scres have been set atide, out of
which the 12 native corporations can selact the 40-
million acres allotted to them, But the disputes

are going to drag on for years — some say it may be
the turn of the century before thoy are all settled,

The Pipeline — Change for 10,000

Ten thousand natives will be directly affected by the
construction of the pipeling, either by having to move
from its path, or having their life-styles totally

: ~ Anchorsge Daily Times
This group of nonnative people are deciding how
the land of Alaska will be utilized by all *gitizens ™

changed, Any opposition they may have to the pro:
ject will be countered by other natives in the corpor-
ations, which now depend on royalties from oil for
their lifeblood.

Some reports prepared by the Education Systems
Research Corporstion for the BIA sound ominous:
“The Athapascon communities of Stevens Village and
Rampart, located on the banks of the Yukon River,
can be expucted to experience significant impact from
the construction of the pipeline and service road.

The villages are small and currently axist in relative
molation from white Alaska. [Thermfore] these
villages still exhibit to a vignificant degree character-
istics of the traditional culture, . .Current indications
are that the [servicel road would become a public
highway, that the corridor eventually would be selec-
ted as state land, and that the area would be opened
up to recreational use and developmaent,’”

At the present time, thera is the fact that native peo-
ple have — under the law — given up their hunting
rights. A plea has been made to Interior Secretary
Rogers Morton asking him to allow subsistance bunt:
ing for peoples who rely an hunting for a living.

The first payment of $130-million to get the native
corparations moving was delayved for a time when &
federal distriot judge issued an injunction forbidding
its distribution pending clasms of two non-resident

‘native groups in Washington State and Oregon. They

had attempted to sot up # corporation of their own,
but a Department ot Interior referendum on the mat
ter showed a majority of the non.residents were against
the proposal, The judge, Oliver Gasch, changed the
Injunction when the Department of Interior sssured
him That an adjustment could occur when the next
$70million instaliment was paid.

Undor the proposal, nooresident natives would share
in the money from the claims settlement, but would
not recelve any share in the profits from mineral de-
velopment of the land, Without a separate corpora:
fon, nonrendents must participate in their home
regional corporations.

———e—r e P e TR o B ey
Nana Is Opposed to Highways

The Nana Corporation his a young board of director
— the avorage age is 30 years. John Scheetfer, once
president of e board, is now executive director, The
corporation sncompasses an area of about 30 million
ecres, of which Nana will receive 2.5 million, The
ragion Is allirich and Includes mountains, valleys, and
wndra. There are large copper deposins as well, and
Standard Oil has a contract for explocation,

There are about 5,000 persons enrolled, and aventuaslly
there will be an $80-million investment nest 0gg which
is supposed to generate funds for Its members. Long
range investment plans include tourism, housing,
mining and fishere,

The corporstion says ity members are adamant in op-
posing the construction by the state of & road from
Fairbanks to Kotzebue, connecting up villages in the
aroa, “We just don’t want that road,"” Schaeffer saye
“We will oppose it at every chance we get,"”

o

(Thenks 10 Dary| Lembion of the Los Angoles Times News Ser-
vice, The Ocogonian, Anchorage Daily Timns Anthony Griggs of
the Hece Faletions Reporar, Lael Morgon and the New York
Timas, Robert C. Millpr of United Pruss Internations!, Casey
Suckro of the Chicega Triune Peeds Service, Heluen Gillerts of
Anchorage Dally Tames, for information used here. |

WORLD'S LARGES;r LOCAL GOVERNMENT FORMED BY INUIT DESPITE OBJECTIONS OF MAJOR OIL COMPANIES

North Slope Borough, Alsska — Inuit residents of this
newly-formed municipality, which is the world’s laeg-
est locsl government, have won & two-yeor legal battle
with seven major ofl companies. The Alasks Supreme
Court ruled January 16 that the borough was legal and
proper and that it could tax the oif industries on its
lands.

The borough sncompasses & 56.5-million-acre ares,
located oo the northermmost portion of the state of
Alaska. 11 was creatod by the Inuit there 10 provide a
means to furmish education, water, sinitation and
other desperately needed public services. With its
croation, however, [t also attained the power to fevy
taxes, and to make regulations, zoning ordinances
and other measures which would not be popular with
the ol interests.

Though Barrow, Alasks, is the seat of government, there
I£ POW No sewage system and water must be hauled from
distamt lakes of obitained by melting fresh-water ico. The
ternperature stays below 2ero an aversae of six months &
year. About 65% of the housing is substandard,

When the 1,200-foot-thick permafrost thaws on the sur-
face during the boef summor, the flat, virtually treeless
tandscape is itudded with thousands of shaltow tundra
ponds. The rest of the year, it is coverad with snow and
jce. Air travel is the only way for borough officials to
visit the four outlying villages,

The borough's five-member governing board, called the
Assermbly, passed its ficst property assessment last May.
On an assessment of noarty $1-billion, property taxes
will raise $1.65-million, of which the oil companies will
pay 98.5%, Few individual residents will pay because
single-family dwellings up to $20,000 in value are ex-
empted. The oil companies have complained that this
Is unfair

Most rasidents of the ares rély upon food from hunt
ing, whaling, and fishing. And while they are sitting
upon oil referved estimated to be worth over $90-
billian, the Inult fear that this huge wealth holds no
special benetfit for tham, On the contrary, they are
beginning to fael intarference with their traditional
life-style because of oil operstions.

The oll companies argued that they could provide the
services needed themselyes, in & company-town type of
arrangement

The state Supreme Court disagreed. “Private develop-
ment interests do not align with the public interest,”
it said. For example, "an active planning and 20ning
authorlty in the form of & borough would assure that
privete agreements and intentions do not waver and
development diverge from the long-range interest of
North Slope residants and the stste,” The court swaid
it doubted the companies had long-range interests

Income from industrial texes now will make a high
school possible there — presently students must pay
the price of years of separation from families and

life in government boarding schools in order o obtain
a high school education

At loast one ol company — Atlantic Richfield — |s con-
ducting an expensive public relations campaign 1o con
vince people that it not only is conservation minded,
but that it has & great respect for native prople,

“The Indians call the sarth their mother, We must pro-
tect the earth,” tho advertisements coo, “We must
loarn to live in harmony with her; we must learm hor
moods snd rhythms, We must love the earth, When
man and nature are in harmony, the land Is happy.
There is graat strangth in this idea.”" Whether the ides
is also practiced by Atlantic Richfield and other com-
panies is yet to be seen,

North Slope [ouit bre proposing that a vast area be set
aside for 3 “Nunamiut National Park", which unlike
other national parks, would perpatuste and emphasize
the cultural and historic velues of the natural people of
the area. The plan being Urged on the U.S, Govérnment
by the North Slope corpocation spokesman Joe Upick
soun would protect the caribou, the land, and the
people who have been sustained by 11s use for the last
6,000 ywars or 30,

The new borough |s the first known nstance in which
nutive peoples have taken control of affairy under a
system which serves and controls both native and non
native people. The borough was represented in its
suit brought by the oil companies by David Getches
of the Native American Rights Fund, a non-profit
national Indign law firm iy Boulder, Colorada,

Eben Hobson, & 51.year-old native who has been
slected as the borough's first mayor, explained the
reaction to the court’s decision: "“When we heard
sbout it, we jumped up and down for an hour."”

As o final blow to the ol companias, the court ordar
od them to pay the natives’ attorneys' fees of
$20.000. The oil companies had argued that the suit
wis brought in the “public interest”™ But the court
felt otherwisy, “Because the sums at stoke in this
controversy are large enough to prompt & suit without
consideration of the public intesrest,” the court
concluded that the oil companiay were simply lopking
out for themselves

(Thanks 1o Zodisc News Service, and other friendts for thiy
Informastion )
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US. NAVY FINALLY PAYS TLINGITS FOR VILLAGE IT BLASTED AWAY TO TEACH THEM A LESSON

Angoon, Alaska — In the Tlingit village of Angoon on
Admiralty 1sland south of Junesu, every school child
knows the bizarra story of how the Navy's U.S.S,
Favority sholled and destroyed their village 90 years
800,

The Angoon version is that while fishing with two white
men in October, 1882, an Indian was killed by the pre-
mature axplosion of o whaling harpoon charge. The two
whitas were not inpurad,

In accord with a native-style workman's compensation
plan, the Angoon people isked the trading company for
whom the three men wers working to pay 200 blankets
for the death. The company manager, Captain J M,
Vanderbilt, batked and instead sailed to Sitka. There he
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reported 1o Fedoral officials that the two white men
were being held hostage. -

So, the noxt day two Navy ships wore dispatched to
Angoon, whera they disembarked 100 Marines and
sailors while the astonished natives watched. The two
white men were obviously not being held captive, but
the U.S. Navy domanded that the nitives pay the US,
a tribute of 400 blankets, or their canoes would be des
troyed, snd their village shelled. The Navy force was
led by Commander E.C. Maorriman.

That night, the Angoon peaple avacusted their village,
and the next day, Octuber 26, 1882, the ships started
blasting away and the village want up In flames. Local
tradition holds that six residents were killed,
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in 1964, the Tlingit-Haida Central Council filed a claim
with the Indian Claims Commission for damages for
the destruction of the Angoon village. But nine days
before the case was to go 10 trial, Federal lawyers sgroud
10 settle the old grievance for $80,000.

In October, 1973, many of Angoon’s 300 villagers met
und voted 10 accopt the LS. offer, Perhaps not a huge
windfall, but money wasn't the only objective,

Before the settlement, Clarence Jackson, president of
the Central Council, told the Associated Pross: “"Basie
ally all we want is for the U.S. Government to admit
that they did a serious wrong to the Angoon people.”
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Signs Of The Times
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We arg grateful to Menning Christoph, a German photogrepher, Tor this photo of & sign outeide Qe Orsitd in the Hopl Nation, one of the two oldest continuously inhabited sevtiements in the
Notth Amecican continesit. The viflage councll posted the sign after tourists violated instructiong thst thay wers not to photograph sacred Hopi dances. This is one of & series of posters by

AKWESASNE NOTES. They are available in attractively printed hasvy poster paper 8t 3 for §1 0¢ 50 cants each, postpeid (plus 26 cents for malling tube, if desired] all of one kind, or »
varioty, Write: AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk Nation, via Rooseveliown, New York 13683,
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RIGHT-TO-FISH

AFFIRMED BY
FEDERAL
COURT

Saeartie, Waghington — A lengthy Tederal court dech
sion issued in Tacome, Washington, February 12 has
reaffirmed the oight of Washington state Indians to
fish in their historic off resarvation groands, and re-
cognized the supremacy of federal Indian treaty law
over state |aw concemning |ndians

Hank Adams of the Survival of American Indians
Association at Frank's Landing, # aroup in the fore
front of the fishing struggle, has requested mestings
with state governos Daniel Evans and Slade Gorton,
Attorngy General, to discuss propasals directed toward
the adoption of “rational, positive State sttitudes”

Adams charged that liberated documents show invasion
of privacy, malicious manufacture of evidence for
criminal cases, and other actions which could lead to
disharment, criminal prosecution, or at keast savers
disciplinary action against Larry Conitf and William
Lemke who were (nvolved in fishing cases as ussistant
attorneys genaral for the state,

The records of departments of game and fisheries
and of the attorneys should be impounded and inves
vgated, Adams said. He 3aid that in addition to mis
behaviour on the part of officials, it would also show
# conspiracy of lower level federal and state officials
1o thwart native fishing rights, despite the fact that
their agencies were supposad to represent native intar-
ests,

For instance, Adams quotes 8n assistant attorney gen-
eral of the state 25 writing: It appears to me that
they are banking hopefully on public sympathy | .
The only antidote | can think of at the moment to
counter this strategy It to bleod heavily for the fish
and pull out sl the stops for the record in describing
the rape of this God-glven natural resource (sob) and
miaybe stenl some of their thunder.”™

Documents indicated that sometimes federal undar
cover agents were assigned to assist state fisharies an-
forcement authoritiey, despite the fact thet it i the
federal agencies who are wppossd 1o did Indians

*. ., This (Indian) subject went down over ths side of
the dike struggling with the Game agents and had to
he thumped in the hoad several times with a riot

stick . . . | fael that the whole operation was a success
and was glad that | got 1o take part in It," Fisheries
OMicer Howard Simpson stated in his official report
of one unlawful attack conducted with federal haip.

Walter Neubrech of tha state Game Department toid
reporters that in a January 5, 1972, raid in which
native people had complained of brutality from 40
police officers armed with guns and riot clubs that bis
men were not armed, However, his confidential re
port to Game Departmant director Cart Crouse said
that the swoep force included & 15-man ot squad,
sherit! units, US, Army Military Police, and 18 regu-
lar patrolmen operating under the “Nisqually River
Patrol Plan,*”

Judge Boldt's decision now establishes that the native
stand was legally quite correct,

Now native poople are meating with state officials to
determine the working implicetions of this victory in
the longstanding fishing wars in this state.

Senior U.S. Distriot Court Judoe George H. Boldt

ruled that the plantiff tribes — Lummi, Hoh, Makah,
Muckteshoot, Nisgually, Puyallup, Quileute, Quinault,

Sauk-Suiattio, Skokomish, Squuxin, Stillaguamigh,
Upper Skagit and Yakima - were successors to treaty
nations,

Although the decision was hailed s one which “finally
settled"” the controversy between treaty-protected na
tive people and state-supported commercial and sport
fishermen, most native people were skeptical that this
would be the case. The decision did, however, put
Indlans “way abead™ in their struggle which has anupts
ed into periodic violence along the rivers of the state,
and numerous arrests of native people across the state.

The decision gave tribal groups the right to rogu late
the fishing of their members, although certain condi-
tions must be mer such as certification documents for
2ach fisherman, reporting of catches to state officials,
ind the establishment of BIA-approved tribal reguls-
tions. Boldt said that to be complately fres of statn
reguiation, each tibe will have 1o convines the court
that It is managing its fishery efficiently, and wnforcing
Its regulations vigorously,

Judge Boldt said his court would maintain jurnsdiction
over tho case in tho event of further disputes. His
ruling said that while Indians do have prior rights, the
state had the right to regulste those guarantees in the
intarests of conservation — and where these two rights
contlict will be the subject of the further disputes

Boldt ordered a return of boats and nets seized by
stote law enforcement officers in previous raids,

(Thaoks ta Larry Coantril af the American Indian Press Anin.
Nows Sorvice and 10 the New Yook Times News Sorvicos )

SILETZ PEOPLE NOW REGRETTING SELL-OUT: HOPE TO REGAIN RECOGNITION FOR US.

Siletz, Oregon — A desire 1o be able 10 go into bars
like white people, and 1o get ms far as possible away
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, led the Siletz
mative people of western Oregon to terminate their
foderal status In 1856 — and they've been regretting
the move evof sinoe.

Iy this small logging town on the mid-Oregon coest,
many Siletz are plagued with ignorance, poverty, and
alcoholism after just 18 years of the American main-
stream. And their knowledge of their history i not
much more then knowing thoy were ripped off.

A leader of a low kay movement to get Congress to
reinsiste the Siletz as a group entitied 1o federal pro-
grams, Robert Rilatos, recalls the appeal in the 1860
ol being able to g into Bars was strong,

“There wa: & fot of intermarriage,” Rilatos, 41, snd.
“So (f a Stletz had a white wife or the other way
around, ane could go in but the other couldn't
This is what they held out to us, They sort of
glossed over the rest. | was against the idea of ter
minating back then — Hell, there were 30 many
home brewers around here it didn’t really matter”

Jou Lane, 52, peesident of the newly-reorganized
Confederate Tribes of Siletz Indians of Westeen Ore-
gon, said the Silewr City Council was being asked 10
return 395 acres of land consisting of a cemetery
and & dilapidated building once used s a dispensary

for & federal doctor treating Indians. The city was
given the land when the wibe terminated. Holding
some land Is 4 key to many federal programs, hs
said,

Lane saitd they were also Investigating the possibllity
that they were swindled out of & large trost fund
pod were defrauded in the sale of their 1 3-million
acre rasarvation,

The Siletz have shronk in numberss since the 18004
when they were mayed there by the government,
There are now about 300 living In the area. About
25 small tribes were pot there in 1855 and became
the Siletz Canfederation,

But the land didn’t last - some was taken by gow
ernment decrees, railroad Interasts, and iy 1887,

by the Dawes Act, much of the land was turned over
10 white homesteadess. All the Siletz people got
then was $42.000 and S100,000 placed in & teust
fund — bur historians can find no record that it was
paid.

Evan then, the land kept dwindling. Some wes sold
10 pay taxes or the costs of locating heirs — soon
there was just five acres of timber left - that was
gone 100 in the finol settlemant of 1966 in which
each Siletz person received $400.

“A jot of us feel the Siletz were penalized for their
industry whan they were dissolved,' Lane says. "We
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had long sgo integrated with the white, and we
woren't on welfare. Most of our people had pretty
good jobs, But today, # lot of our people need
help.” Government services 10 the reservition had
stopped decades bofore the 19505, and hunting and
m rights never were included in the Siletz

Most Siletz lands are valuable timber and resort
haldings today, snd Lane believes there I3 little hope
of regaining much of the land.

The Siletz base much of thar hope on the cese of
the Menominees of Wisconsin, who rocently had
benefitted from federal Mgislation de-tesmyinating
their status. However, the Menominee land was in
tact, victually, as a county, while the Siletz lands are
fragmented and the people now scattered,

(Thanks 1o Clyde Jubin of United Prams Internstionsl, und to
the Amocisted Prass for information ued here. )

TRADE COMMISSION URGES PROTECTION FOR KLAMATHS AS VULTURES GATHER

Portiand, Oregon — The Kiamath Nation's last re-
maining fands were sold under a termination program
and now about 600 members will receive about
$120,000 each, But tha chances of the newly-rich
becoming quickly poor is 0 great that the Federal
Trade Commission I8 taking steps to prevent consu-
mer fraud.

The FTC released a report in February of & hearing
held in Klamath Falls in 1872, Testimony showed
that Klamaths who had sarlier taken cash payments
for their land were systematically cheated by local
businessmen, real estate agents, trust officers, and
{mwvyers.

To pravent a repeat, the FTC will urge Congress to
proyide additional funds for & consumer counselling
staff to holp the Klamaths get a fair deal,

In 1961, 1668 Klamaths choss to split from the
tribe and tiake cash for their shares of the lush,
meavily timbered reservation in southarn Oregon,
Each got about $43,000,

“lronically, the rmination payments were consider-
od a panacea to the Klamaths' problems, pmcluding
thoe noed for any further assistance,” the report says
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“Thus the payments have obscured the real problem
facing them: the range of consumer, health, educa
tional, legal and economic problems typically exper-
lenced by poor people, Most of these problems still
confront the Kiamaths today.”

The FTC wanscnpt of the 1972 haaring cites axam-
ples = without names or specifics — of Kiamaths
chested in purchasss of automaobiles, real estate,
applisnces, and of excessive fees by lawyers. There
was improper and unsuthorized expenditure from
Klamasth trust funds,

S

The FTC says the federal agency chosen by Congress
to provide consumer counspling to the Kiamaths
“shoukl not be connected with the sale of the
Klamath resarvation or have been active in Indlan
affairs — It must be an agency that the Klamaths
will trust."”
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Native people in California have been through
Pomo River, Alcatraz, Pitt River, and a variety
of other court cases, And consistently at their
side as been attorney Aubrey Grossman. He
has proved to be a trusted and able ally,

In one case, his protests about the denial of
basic rights to his Indian clients caused him to
be cited for contempt. Now the State Bar
Association is seeking to disbar him — when
actually it should be giving him a medal of
commendation for his bringing some decency
into his profession.
Those who wish to help California native peo-
ple retain their attorney in the many cases
which still remain unsettied should write a
letter of support of Grossman to:

Board of Governors of State Bar

601 McALLISTER St

San Francisco, California 94102

and send a copy to: Campaign for Defense of
Indian Rights, 381" Arbor St., San Francisco,
California 94131, :
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Civil Rights
Commission
Looks At
Navaje Nafion

T*

Window Rock, Arizona — Holding its first hearings on
an Indian reservation, the United States Commission on
Civil Rights spont late October looking at the Navajo
Nation. The commission found that country to be
strikingly comparable to Third World countries in Latin
America, Africa and Asia — impoverished, exploited, and
despite natural resources, headed toward bankruptey.

Some 126,000 Navajos live on or adjzcent to the largest
reservation in the North American continent. About the
size of West Vieginia, Jt Is noted by tourists for its natur-
#l beauty, its silversmiths, and its rug weavers,

But under thut surface, the commission found a bleak
situation of poverty and despair, joblessness and alco-
holism, and mast important, negiect and betrayal of the
American Government, on which the Navajos, by treaty,
wero made dependent for survival,

The reservation looks deceptivaly under-populated, but
itis not. Mora than half the land s desoert that will sup-
port only meager herds of livestock, and 37% & semi-
arid land, good for little more than subsistence farming
Qr grazing.

The Navajo Nation has rights to Colorado R iver water,
which could maka thousands of acres fertile, But canals
and irrigation systems are negded to makea use of It The
Navajos gave up a portion of their water rights in ox-
change for the irrigation system — but Congrass will not
grant enough money to build a reservation irtigation
system it approved in 1962

The per capits income of Navajos is less than $1,000 &
year, In terms of buying power, an aversge Maloysian is
better off, Half of the Navajo population lives in rented
houses of one or two rooms. Each home averages fiye
occupants. G0% have no electricity, B0% no water. To
mest ordinary Unitad States standards, 19,281 new
homes would have 1o be built.

The median level of education is 5.3 years, against 12,1
yean nationally. Less than one in five adult Navajos
over 256 years of age has a high schoo! diploma. Thrae
out of four Navajos are under 25 years of age. Navajo
children artend state, Federal, and religious schools
vhich teach in a foreign lenguage, English, and teach

4 foroign way of fife, Although Novajospasking tesch
2r3 now transiate in some lower grades, emphasis (o all
but a few schools is dimed at converting childran to
leaen and think in English,

Tha results ars poor, meaning that many — sametimes
more than holl — of Navajo students reaching high
school have litth comprehention of what their teachers,
speaking in English, ara trying to teli them. Hilingual
education is virtually nonexistent. Studies of Navajo
history and culture are also rare and oftan are relegated
to eloctive or after-hours status, y

Earlier this year, 8 newly-formed Navajo Labor Relations

Coungil drow up emplayment preferance guidalines for
Navajos to be includsd in all future contracts with cam-
panies coming orto the resorvation, Howaver, a baord
member testified that nane of the mare than 100 com
panies holding existing contracts or land leases on the
resecvation had voluntanly agread 1o ncospt the gude
lines as a show of suppart

In the past, Navajos have been shartehanged on jobs
avon in construction projects on the reservation. For
pxample, the giant Four Corners Pownr Compilex, which
feads slectricity using Navajo cosl to big Southwestern
citjes, was built with only 8%-Navajo construction orews.

lronically, & spokesman for one large construction firm
sald that while indigenous skilled laboress wese hired by
his firm In underdeveloped Asian countries < skilled
Iaborers often trained under United States ald programs
— such skitled labor was scarce on the Navajo reserva-
tion,

Even the energy crisis works against the Navajos, Sev-
eral new energy producing complexes are being planted
for the resecvation, but the Navajo leadership hat limited
authority 1o push for higher royalties becausa the Fed.
eral Government has final approval for reservation daals
and suys the energy shortage must have top priority.

Small business exploitation on the ressrvation I rife.
About BO% of the general stores, or trading posts, on the
reseryation ara controlied by outsiders, Only one in
throe retail businesses on the reservation s owned by
Navajos. Because there are faw rotaill establishments,
thera is little competition and prices are higher.

Navajos attempting to set up businesses are hampered by
both tribal and Federal white tape. Because tribal land
Is held in trust by the Federal Government, potential
Navajo businessmen have difficulty gotting leases. Then
because they only [2ase land, they find It aimost im-
possible to obtain bank loans to get started.

As all developing nations have found, transportation
facilitles and utilitities are needed for aconomic devel-
opmant. The Navajo reservation has only 1,370 miles of
paved roods,
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Forty-nine our of sixty schools run by the Buresu of
Indian Affairs on the reservetion are bosrding schools.
Alcoholism, even In grade schools, s considered & serious
and growing problem,

Last year, about 1,500 Navajo children ran away from
elementary boarding schools

Partly because of this, the Navajo peopls have often lost
the ability to live outside the Amarican economy, and
with an unemployment rate of 56%, ure largely able 10
five within the economy with great difficulty, Half of
those wha are employed had government jobs:

Huge corporations that have come onto the Navajo res
urvation to exploit reserves of oil, natural gas, coal and
uranium, are supposed to glve preference for jobs 1o
Novalo workers, But the vast majority of workars in’
those jobs now are non-Navajos. Spokesmen for the
companies contend that Novajos are often unskilled and
unqualified for avallable jobs, Yet, the commission
found, there are hardly any programs to train more thun
o woken number of Navajos, oxocept by those companies
taking Federal funds for training programs.

But even then, Navajo labor éxperts told the commis
sion, Navajos completing the Foderally funded training
programs usually could not get jobs because of company
and union discrimination. Thuy the trainees often go
from program to program receiving subsidies merely to
have some means of income,

Lack of Funds Causing Unnecsssary Desths

According to Dr. Taylor McKinzie, a Navajo physician
assigned to the Shiprock, New Meaxico, Indian Health
Service Hospital, a lack of adequate funding for hospi-
tals on the Navajo Reservation has resulted in 3everal
unnocessary denthy,

McKinzie was one of four health officials to testify be-
fore the US, Commission on Civil Rights October 23,
He told of four unnecessary deaths within the Ship.
rock facility slooe. In one case, & patient with & frac
tured skull was placed on a stretcher in the hall and
was left unattended because of a nursing shortage, The
patient foll 10 the floor and Inter died, McKinzig
testified.

Dr. George Bok, director of the Navajo Area IHS, said
the nursing shortage on the reservation right now is
acute. He said in the six hospltils operated by the
service, there i3 o deficit of 273 nurses.

In the Shiprock facility, saxd Beverly Smith, directar
of nursing, the nursing staff “feels that they ate giving
inadequate care and sven unsafe care™ hecauss of the
nursing shortage.

At hiospetals off the raservation, she said, 1L & narmal
to have one nurse for every Infant born prematurely,
At Shiprock, the ratio has boen o4 high as one nurse
for 18 infants, she said, sight of them born premature.
ly, Shé sdded this nuree often must asslst in the de-
livery room, leaving the infants completely unattendad
for long periods:

MceXinzie said lack of equipment and a shortage in
laboratory technicians often causes doctors at the
hospital not to order tests which are necessary for the
well-biaing of their patients.

t is Easier to Fire than Respect

Testimony also centered on job discrimination.

Kenneth White, compliance officer for the Qffice of
Labor Relations, explained 10 the commussion that
Navejo culture caupes o many problems for employvers
that it is sasier to fire a Novajo than to adjust work
situstions 1o cultural needs,

“A lot of Navajo have cattle and sheep which must be
taken care of " White said, “During the summer the
kids are out of school, and they can take care of the
stock. But during the wintar, it is up to him [the
Navajo man|. He must also cut wood for winter heat.
And then there are the ceremonials and sings, which
last from one night 10 a5 long os nine nights, Thaese
things have to be respected.”

Poter MacDonald, Navajo tribal council chairman, ssid
the BIA was sabataging efforts by his people to obtain
economic development for self roliance, Red rape and
delaying tactics were the main waapons of subotage, he
sold, citing currant unemployment, low wagas, denial of
funds for roads, schools, power,

"“They act oy if they didn’t want us to accomplish these
things at all.” MacDonald told the commission,
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The Commyission did not touch on one of the graatest
civil rights probfems of all, however — the great gasifice-
tian project in the Burnham area, below Farmington,
New Maxico, There, a project of coal-strip-mining and
gas manufacturing many times bigger than the contro-
versial Biack Mesa operation is being built over the ob-
jections of the Burnham Chapter House, the locat com-
munity couneil, The power of the Navajo Trital Coun-
cil 1o sign authorization for the Department of the In-
terior to allow the project, and to remove them from
their lands without the community’s consent seams to
fest on no clear legal basls, and thus would certainly

be at least worthy of exploration by the Commission,

The best the Commission could do was to state that
Navajo resources are being developoed by peivate industry
under leases “of questionsble advantage to the tribe.”
But then, that's “business™ Amarican style, not “givil
nghh."

NAKAIDINAE GETS LONG SENTENCE FOR PART IN GALLUP
ABDUCTION WHICH FOCUSED ATTENTION ON PROBLEMS

Alboquerque, New Mexico — Robert Nakaidings,
who plead guilty to two charges of false imprison
ment and aggravited battery arising out of an ab
duction sttempt of the foemer mayor of Gallup,
New Mexico, last March 1, was sentenced 1o two to
five years In ptison November 12

Tha santence was handed down hy US,. District
Court Judge Thomas Donnelly befora a packed
courtroom. Most native people in the courtroom
began weeping when the santence was handed down
and many left hurriedly following the sentencing.

Nakaldinae's trial lasted only two days before he
abruptly pleaded guilty. It was believed that plea
bargsining — an agreement to plead guilty in ex
chunge for the dropping of certain cherges and a
light sentence — was involved,

McKinley County District Attorney Louls DePauli
droppoed seven other charges, and told the court
following the guilty ples that his office "recom-
mends that in the event the court feels & jail sen-
tence is warranted, that it not exceed night monthe*

No demonstrations occurred during the trial, An
encampmeant was sét up by the Rio Grande River to
sccommodate porsons wishing 1o attend the trial,

A spokesman for the Robert Nakaidinge Defonse
Committee said following the sentancing that “we're
still going to spread Robert’s word on why the
whole incident happened on March 1.

On that date, Nekaidinae and Larry Casuse marchad
the mayor of Gallup, Emmett Garcla, out of his
office at gunpaint in an effort 1o focus attention on
severe problems encountered by native people in Gal
lup, a town of about 14,000 residents and about throe
dozen bars, tourists accommadations for “Indian Coun-
try, and the heritage of the controversial Gallup Cern-
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monig) which was the subjoct of bitter protesis. The
town is surcounded by Navajo country.

The University of New Mexico's Kiva Clubi's native stu.
dents are circulating a call for a letterwriting campaign
requosting a psrdon for Nakaidinae, They cite the sig-
nificant change in attitudas in Gallup since the March 15t
protest. “We muintain that Robert is not a criminal for
Laving pratested valid complaints Indians have had since
Columbus. Whether one agrees with the March 15t ing-
dent or not, we think that Robert 45 a human being,
with no prior police record, and as o person who calls
himsel! an artist, & painter, should not be forced to en
dure the inhumanity of a prison term,” & Kiva poster
says,
Persons who wish to see Robert Nakaidine
pardoned should write:
Governor Bruce King
Executive Legisiative Building
Santa Fs, New Mexico 87501

{and send a copy to the Univarsity of New Muxico
Kiva Club, Albuquerque, New Maxico, )
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New Hepe In Realih
Care For Native

Americans

There are many ideas about how health care for mative
people can be improved. Dr, Carl A. Hoffman, as
prasidant of the American Medical Assoclation, calls
for a federal program 1o finance health care

“1 personally beliove that i government acoepts not
only a moral respomibility, but also adheres 1o the
various treaties, that the government owes the Indiam
sccess and availability of adequate health care,”' Hoff-
man said,

Dr. Hoftman also recommends thut the administra
tion of gxisting Indian Heslth Service programs be
placed under increased Indian control, He said that
tx - incentives should be provided to encourage health
professionals 10 #nter Or CONtinue Practice on feseve
tions and other Indian areas facing criticsl manpower
shortages,

Hoitman had recently completed a two-week tour of
Indian reservations. He said that while the Indisn
Health Service had tried to live up to its responsi-
billties to meet Indian health needs, it has had anly
limited sucoess, and that Indians had to have access
1o madical facilities and practitioners In private prac
tice if Indian health was to improve.

He suggusts a program similar to that praovided for
feders! employees through Blue Cross, 8lue Shieid, or
other insurante compan:es,

“The primary care on the reservations is pretty good,”
Hoffman belleves, "but when they go off the reserva
tion, they face discrimination.

He sugpests that cpllroad passenger cars be equipped
with medical and dental facilities to serve romaots

areas,

“Legisiators will have to take this thing to heart”
Hoffman stated. *1 intend to talk 10 these men"

Another kind of helping program is participation of
professional schools in native health programs. Last
year, dental hyginnw students from Mankato State
College went to the White Earth Reservation in north-
etm Minnesota to give préventative tregtmanits 10 Anish-
nawbey students there.

Dr, Pat Reid of the U.S. Public Health Service is the
only dentist on the resesvstion, and reported he was
100 busy 1o work on any preventative care, such as
fiouride treatments.  The students bought their own
fovd and slept on the ficor of a nearbry camp.

An Okiahoma group has taken aver its health care
program under a contract with the Indian Health Ser
vice in another approssh, The North-Centrel Oklaho
ma Inter-tribal Health Council, with headquarters in
Fairtax, is chaired by Ed Red Eagle, Sr., of Pawnee,

The group has & $42,000 agreement to handle com-
munity heaith representatives who serve as liaison bes
tween Indian communities and health agencies, ma-
terngl and child hoalth workers, and counselors work-
ing with the Indian Recovery Program. About 6,000
native persons, mostly Osage, Pewnee, Ponca, Otos-
Missourl, Kaw and Tonkawa peoples, live in the srea

Sometimes special programs have to be instituted to
handle specific medical problems. For instance, 8
Tuoson cardiologist (s directing & program to wipe out
streptococcal infections among Papago children on
their reservation in Arizana, Strep infections cause
rheumatic fever, as well as kidney damage.

The specislist, D, Brenden Phibbs, operates from a
moblle unit near the Sells Indian Hospital, There are
four Iab technicians who roceived special training from
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the Wyoming State Health Department where Dr.
Phibbs had instituted a similar program a few years
pago. The technicians examine throat samples, and
where strep Infections are found, all members of the
patient’s family are examined, The Sells lab looks
ot over 100 swab cultures every day.

Once cutrant cases are under controd, then every child
on the reservation will be examined, Phibbs says that
strep infections are completely preventable, and that
hw hopes the program will be sxtended to other reser
vatioris.

The Indian Health Service plans to spend more than
$16-million for thres new Indian hospital facifities in
New Meaxico over the next several years. The thres
new locilities are 10 be known a8 Comprehensive
Community Heaith Centers, and will serve Zumi, Santa
Fe, and the Laguna/Acoma/Canoncito drees.

Harold Savage, |HS program planning and evaluation
chief, says the new facilities are to repisce axisting
hospitals at Zuni and Santa Fe which are “extromely
antiquated and outdatod. They are both over 30
yeary old, and the cost of upkeep is more than the
cost of a new facility,”

The Santa Fa hospital will be the largest of the thres,
and will increase from 40 10 55 beds. 1t will be the
only one of the three 10 provide surgical facilities,
The estimated cost of this hospitnl will be $6,818.000
with a completion date aimed at March, 1976, 1t will
serve a population of 13,000, The now facilities will
include dental services, feld health programs, envicon
mental health sarvices, health education, school health
programs, public health nursing, and social tervices,
Specia! outpatiant servicds will include well-baby
clinics, mental heslth clinics, family planning clinics,
slcohol and drug abuse programs, and nutrition ser
vices.

Savage says accidents are the number one health pro-
blem among New Mexico native peoples, who exper-
wnce 4 rite three times higher than for other peoples
of the state. Accident related injuries are the leading
cause of death among Indian peoples

The Zum facility will increase in-pationt bed capacity
from 36 10 45, and will cost $3,880,000. It should Le
completed in March, 1975, and will serve an Indian
population of 7100,

The Laguna/Acoma/Canencito project is just in the
planning stage. |t has naver been served by 8 medicgl
facility, and people have hod to travel to Gallup or
Albuguerqus for care.
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Another special health program s for the Pimas on
the Gila River Reservation 40 miles southeast of
Phosnix. There will be found the highast recorded
frequency of diabetes in the world.

The extant of the Pima diabetic situation was dis
covered when & medical team went 10 look nto the
provalence of arthritis — the Pimas live in # hat and
dry climate, and it was thought that arthritis would
be uncommon, Instead, they found that almost hall
of the population aged 30 and over had abnormal
glucose tolerance tests, and many had eye and kidney
disease and other problems related 10 the presence of
diabates.

For thousands of yoary, the Pima people had grown
extensive crops through alaborate irrigation systems.
They were prosperous and well-fed, But In the lote
18005 white settlers dammed and diverted the flow of
the Gila River, making an agricultural existence im-
possible.  The heavily-wooded valley was stripped of
timher, and many of the cattle and people died of
starvotion, New diats, economic disaster, and social
stress have all contributed to the incidence of diabetes
which is ten 1o 15 times higher than among American
people in general.

Now, new computetized diagnostic systems, a special
clinic adjacent to the Socaton Public Health Service,
and the participation of consultants in medica! centery
all over North Amarica are trying 1o find out why —
and what can be done about the situation.

Sometimes the rush and fervor to provide “equal
sarvices” 1o Indien peoples solves immediate problems
but creates othars more difficult to solve. Mental
health problems are among them, and Western psychi-
atric methods are not alwaysuseful to native people.

Writing in the Canadian Journal of Public Mealth, Dr.
Brian Brett of the Departmant of National Health and
Welfare describes what has happened to children of
the Western Arctic airlifted to government schools
hundreds of miles sway, Thay axchanged, he says,
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“warm kinship-based homes" for “efficiency-oriented,
understaffed, strange impersonal surroundings of the
residential school hostel.™

He tells of an Inuit girl sent to such a school, At 13,
toachers complained of behavioral troubles, she becams
o VD carrier, was arrested for drinking under age,
marriad early, and now sha and her husband are
known as the town drunks. She voluntarily entered »
maental hospital in Edmonton, later discharged herssif,
lived Lriefly as & prostitute, and was last heard of
heading north,

Two professional researchers studying children sent 10
rasidantial schools found & “coherant picture" of
problem behaviour smerging with alarming regularity,
Or. Brett reported. The children are unhappy, dis
satisfipd, maladjusted, and strikingly ditferent from the
Inuit child who remains -in his own hame. Far from
benefiting from “educational opportunity,” the chik
dren become split batween two cultures and are happy
in neither.

Two now programs on the Navajo reservation ace
being implementad to imprave the health situation
there. The U.S, Department of Haalth, Education,
and Welfare has awarded a five year $4.7-million
grant 1o the University of New Mexico to establish on
the Navajo Nation a health education center that will
eventually become the first medical school spocifically
designed for native American students.

Dr. Laurence 8. Callen, director of the Navajo Meplth
Authority, said that US. Public Health Servies 1
cilities and the Navajo Community Collage would be
utilized until new bulldings and Isboratories were con
structed,

The Navejo Health Authority has also anncunced the
astablishment of a Comprehensive Health Planning
Agency designed to serve the 135,000 Navajos and
60,000 norIndians Hyving within and on lands bor
dering the sprawling 25,000 square-mile ressrvation,

Dr. Taylor McKonzie, chairman of the Mealth Auth-
ority’s board of commissioners, says that “lack of
coordination among the axisting agancivs, and built
in limitations of health programs responsible to a par-
ticulsr population or health problem, have further
inhibited the provision of a coherent and effective
health care delivery system for the citizens of this

area,

The agency, wh:ch is being fivanced by an annual
Federst grant of $176,000 for five years, will “serve
10 aliminate wastefu), unnecessary, duplication of
effort and facllities,” Dr. McKenzie said.

The Navajo Health Authority also received » grant of
$266,000 from the W.K, Kellogg Foundation of Battle
Creak, Michigan, to fund & threeyear program for
development of educational opportunities for lsader-
ship of American Indians in the health professions.

Health statistics to think about:

The death rate of Indian and Alaskan native children
1 to 14 years of age is almost three times groater than
for other American children.

Life expectancy for native people is now 44 years,
about 20 years lower than for the general popul
ton,

Middle ear infections, raraly seen in city and village
medical practice, are a major problem on reserva-
tons.

Six times as many native people die of twberculosis
than do othar Ametican peoples.

The wicide rate for Indian males between 15 and 45
is four times greater than among white males in the
same age bracket

(Thanks to Cher Currser of the Assocvamed Prass,  the New
York Tims News Swevics, Dr. Peter Sonnetr and the New
York Disbetes Association, Janelle Stamper of the Albu-
Quargue Journa, the Oally Oklshoman, the Maokato Free
Prass, and Menta! Heolth/Canada News for information on

this page. |
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Alcoholism

Under
Attack

After a period of time trying to prove that Indians can
and should drink like the white man, native people are
acknowladging that alcohol and drug abuse is 8 serious
problem in their communities, and & variety of imagi
nitive and traditional programs are underway,

Alcohol abuse affiicts one in three adult Indians —
somt 130,000 persons. Alcohol leads many to jalls —
in Wintlow, Arizona, 85% of those jalled for drunken-
ness are Navajos and Hopl. 1n Phoenix, 5,130 indians
were charged with drinking offanses in a recent year
Every Indian family is atfected with resultant social
problems

Recently, the U.S. Government set up & special native
dask within its National Institute of Alcohol Abuse
atid Alcoholism, 140 projects are funded, a third of
which serve urban Indians and the remainder on resar
vations, About S7-million s expended ansuslly, In
addition, the American Indian Commission on Aldo-
holigm and Drug Abuse is funded separately to provide
wchnical assistance to individuatl projects with its all-
native staff,

Thete are six alcoholism training centers under U.S,
sponsorship. One, at the University of Utah, trains
personnal for 114 community programs in 25 western
states under & $491,000 NIAA grant. The center en-
rolls 185 persons who alternate classwork on campus
with field assignments. Three-fourths of the partici-
pants are rural or reservation Indians enrolled in credit
classes leading to & certification,

However, there are those native people who claim that
government-styled programs cannot help Indian slco-
hol abusers effectively, and that tribal medicine men
and traditional spiritual activity have a grester value.

Bobi Moore of Arvads, Colorado, executive director of
tha American Indian Commission on Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse [AICADA] charges that the $7-million
now being spent only 1reats symptoms, not basic
CMUSTS.

Prevention of alecohol abuse must be # priority in any
program to change reservation situations, says Orvilly
Mestes of Minneapolis, director of the United Indian
Caoalition on Alcohol and Drug Abuse there, “If you
improve the economicy, all you sre doing is providing
the guy mare money to drink on, sometimes,” he
points out.

Bath Mcare and Mestes, who participated in 2 meeting
in Billings, Montana, last year, chastise Indians who
complain about “the drunken Indlan imege" but who
contributy to the image themselves. As examples,
they point to Indian leaders who pass out in hotel
lobbies in drunken stupors during Indian haalth con-
ferences,

Moore charges that the white-designed alcohol pro-
grams are designed to fail, noting that alcohol has
been a device to control Indians for several hundred
years now. ‘“We have to start utilizing Indion value
and Indian culture,” Moore says, if there is 10 be any
change in the current abuse of alcohol, He said the
real goal of treatment should be to "fill the void that
axists in almost every Indian™ with “salf-worth, self-
esteem, dignity, tradition.” Treatment must reawakon
spirituality, and medicios people and spiritual leaders
must be used for that

Mestos says that indian paraprofessional health work-
¢rs are necessiry to help [ndian Health Service paychi-
Btrists in the first stages of treatment — otherwise,
nat-indion meadical personnel cannot usually under
stand the attitude of their patients

Culture Stress Loeds 1o Booze

Dy, Staphen Proskauer of the Navajo arva Indian
Hoolth Service points to the radical differences in
Anglo and Navajo culture as one reason why native
people drink so destructively,  But, he says, these
cultural diffarences are often glossed over because of
the cultural srrogance of the Anglos.

"The problem is not oven recognized, fet alone dis
cussed, in Indian schools ~ either BIA or public
schools,” he says, “The Navajo have strong feel-
Ings againet an individual separating himsell or his
possessions from the group. 1t Is no surprise, then,
that Navajo children do not perform at their best
in classes based on the Anglo value of competition,
even if the classes are bilingual.” The intefligant
Navajo child senses the needs of slower members of
his group and will withdraw or develop a reluctance
to learn rather than outshine his friends,

When the Navajo child enters school, or later, when
he sttands Anglo-style social events, the models of

“correct’ behavior he sees contradict the examples

of his relatives and friends.
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“In order to sccept tha Anglo values,” the physician
says, “the Navajo child may be forced to reject his
most procious family relationships. The forced re-
jrction of crucial family figures as ideals slsa means
the rejection of part of the wif.”

The full price # Navajo youth must pay as he iy ed-
ucated In Anglo-dominsted values may not appear un-
til adolescence, when excassive drinking beging,
Proskauer said educators with imagination and sens»
tivity, with an understanding of both cultures, could
help young Indians weave new exporisnces into thelr
traditions without destructive consequences,

Dr. Proskauer Is particularly sensitive 1o the situation
of the indian military veteran who returns home to
find he is not "part of any world and the results are
disastrous."”

Dr. Prauskaver told a meeting of the World Federation
for Montal Health last yoar that the military and
mental health profession should have specisl “roentry™
programs for Indian veéts, “'The returning Indian vet

s dumped by the military on towns bordering resar-
vationy, whero they end up drunk and in jaul, for
feiting, as » result, many of their GI benefits,” he

said.

Further west, in North Dakots, the Standing Rock
Aleohol Commission dedicated in 1973 a new emer-
gency care and detox ification facility at Fort Yates.
The unit occupies an eightroom section in the

Skye Memorial Retirement Home snd has a 20-pationt
capacity, Persons who have been drinking excessively
are takan there rathor than to the criminal justice
systom,

AIM Calls for Boycott on Liguor

One of the reactions to stress is to drink, Anather

reaction to stress it 1o des! with the cause of that

stress.  The American Indian Movement is urging

all native people to abstain from alcobol 8% a poison

“used for 300 years by white invaders to suppress and

gpp;ess Indians,” sccording to AIM leader Dennis
anks.

Observers of the American Indien Movement have
noted that many of its members whp had severe
drinking problems had hecome total abstainers as &
rosult of their participation in activitias which had
bettered the lot of native people,

In wddition, most AIM members come into contact
with traditional refigious batiefs, are purified in sweat
lodge ceremonies, and are wpiritually revitalized so
::: further resarting 1o the bottle becomes unthink-

A Problern a New Computer Won't Solve

Not all medical professionals are interested in working
on the number one medical problem -~ alcohol abuse.
In Alaska, for instance, the Alaska Native Health Ser-
vice submitted a list of priorities, which It claimed
was defined by native people. Number one an the
list was & new data processing system, and slcoholism
was not listed at all,

L.

Gallup, New Maxico: A brother, uncle, father

Earlior offorts by foderal health personnel to deal with
the alcohol problem failed almost completely, and
finally efforts in this ares were refinquishad to & native
peogram located within the ANS facility, However,
befote the change was allowed, the same ANS pro
fessionals who had failed in direct treatment insisted
upon training the native people who would replace
them, This has led some natives who have besn
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treated thete to complain that the native counselors
act just like white psychiatrists,

Government Profits on Drinking?

In Onterio and In the Northwest Territories, there are
serious efforts being made 10 turn gavernment profit
from the sale of liguor to combat the serious problem
of alcohal on Indian reserves, A fleld worker's report
done for the Canadian Civil Liberties Education Trust
was read to the Ontorio Legistature in an effort 10 get
some action,

“At Whitedog [near Konoral this werkend a twelve-
year-old boy stabbed his mother to death, While |
was there Sunday morning, all the windows in the
schoolhouse wers broken, a brathor beat his tister
up badly, and a man chased his wife around with a
ma | saw little kids drinking from beer
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Howaver, other lagistators who heard the report read
had other ideas of how to solve tha problem — more
law and order. James Renwick, & New Democratic
Party (NDP) member suggested:

“Even if it takes a ratio of one policeman for every
Indian, the province must do whateveér nocessary to
provide the protection elementary in » civilized socie-
ty.”
Generally, parllamentary discussion focussed on pro-
viding native policemen to handie the situation,
John Yaremko, solicitor-general for Ontario, said the
province would undertaks a resruitmant program ds
a pilot project, spending $80,000 this year, and
$100,000 naxt yoar and §75,000 in & third year — a
ot of monsy when efforts to delve into basic caus
mast beg for survival,

Equality: Nor True for Indian Drinking

Some medical scientists report that the oft-rapaated
stories of how the Indians can't handie their fire
water have basis in fact. Dr. John Ewing of the
University of North Carolina Center for Aleghol
Studies, reported recently that mative poople have
lower laveis of liver enzymes, which means that they
are able 1o get drunk more quickly on fess slcohol,
and 1o stay drunk longsr,

“We need to reach more Indian councils and sxplain
that alcohol is more poisonous for Indisns than for
othurs,” Ewing saya.

Native traditional leaders agres, atthough perbaps for
ditferent roasons.

Archie Moy of Balsam Lake, Wisconsin, an elder of
the St. Croix band of Anishnawbeg, says, “Alcahol
was not intended for wse by Indian people,” ]

He was speaking at & conference in Wisconsin spon-
sored by the Greot Lokes Intertribal Council and the
Indianhead Council on Alcoholism, Another partici-
pant, Mrs, Harold Frog, 1old of her own recovery from
abuse of alcohol, and recited the familiar situation in
her own community at Lac Court Orellles:  sbout the
Indian infant who froze to death in a car while the
parents were in a tavern, of the Cumberland area man
who froze when he went home intoxicated and could
not wake the occupants of his house.

“I do not know of a single Indian family not affected
by aleoholism,” Mrs, Frog™old the conference,

Other participants scored federal authorities for not
paying enough atiention to native efforts to deal with
slcoholism.

Ed Diving Hawk of Hustier, Wisconsin, directs a small
agency known as Ain Dahing [*Our Home" in Chip-
pewal on an annual budget of just $10,000. “Alco-
holism is at epidemic proportions in the Indian world,"
he says. ""Sevore peer pressure makes it almost
mandatory that the Indign drinks whether he wants to
at first or not”

Diving Hawk says the few slcoholism counselors in
Wisconsin arz gpread out too thin, and are able to do
little mare than route the alcoholic Indian into a
treatment conter,

“But that doesn't work,” he says. “The Indian needs
a specialized program of recovery.” Indian counselon
rely on legend, ceremonies, history, and the Sacred
Pipe 10 restore people into harmony with all

things, he explained,

In nearby Minnesota, the Red Lake Chippewa Tribal
Council was awarded a $200,000 grant from the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health to launch an all-out
attack on drug sbuse ymong soma of itg 4,000 mem
bars. An increasing numbser of people are involved
with amphetamines and barbiturates, or sniffing glue
#ndt gasoline

{Thanks to Uniwd Press neemations, thy 3 ok (IN.D,)
Tritune, the Tucson Citiren, the Mitwaukee L the
Awvociered Press, Mark Smwll of the National Institute on
Alcphal Abise and Atcohoiism, Marilyn Dragt of the Arizona
Stae, and Michan! Weringer of the 8ilings [Montaval
Garwtte for jnformation used here, )
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@hﬂle@n war Games What happened to these former small Indian proprie-

(This report is by Antonio Millspe Canfuguen, presi-
dent of the National Mepuche Confederation in Chile,
It waz transiated by INDIGENA, and was given 1o
tham by David Gonzalez who had visited Chile prior
1o the Septomber, 1973, coup, Canmugueo expressed
to him the desive that this document be distribe ted
among concerned native peoples in North Americs. )

On September 11, 1973, a digue of Chilean generals
ovarthrew thi democratically -slected government of
President Salvador Allende Gossens. This coupe, in
the planning stages for more than & year — and from
all indications was desited by the government and cor-
porate elite of the United States, was a desperate at-
tempt to halt the growing suppart of the Chilean peo-
:l'eh:g. the popular unity governmant of Salvador

Standing behind tha revolution in Chile were nearly »
hatt-miltion Arsucanian-speaking Mapuche Indians, the
major part of whom lived on "reserves” in the south.
#rn provinees of Cautin, Blo-Bio, Malleco, Arauco,
Valdivia, Osorno, and Lisngquihue. Despite their pov:
urty, the Mapuche were a dignified and militant peo-
ple, having maintained their political Independence un-
til the end of the 19th century, During this century,
they continued to fight to protect their ancestral lands
sgainst robbery and exploitation, and in the past de-
cade thoy were at the forefront of the call for nation
ol agracian reforms, In foct, it was the soveral Mapu:
chet fand takeovers in support of their aboriginal terri-
torial claims which led the Allende government to in-
stituta a more rapid and comprebensive program of
agrarian land reform. At the same time, the Mapuche,
through the voice of several local, regional, and ne-
tional Indlan organizations, were successful in gaining
support for the passage of a major Indian law which
would, in their eyes finally alleviste the injustices and
insults of the past.

This article by Caniuqueo is an important document,
smcinlly the ling!l part which outlines the grievances,
demands, and program of the Regional Mapuche Asso-
cistions. In itself, the document has histocie signifi- |
cance, expressing for the contemporary Chilean |ndian
reality what Emilisno Zapata's Plan of Ayala did for
the Mexican Indians in 1814, and what the Twenty
Points of the Trail of Broken Treaties did for the
nuthve peaples in the United States last year,

The fate aof Antonio Millape Canluqueo and the sever-
ol Regional Mapuche Associations which his NMC
represented is unknown. In all likelihood, they are
today facing severe conditions of repression, violence,
and assassination. The New York Times roported on
October 5, 1973, Ieis than a month following the
coup, that “unofficial estimates range from 2,000 10
20.000 dead in the sporadic resistance and wave of
repression that have followed the takeover.” Accord-
Ing 10 Mwsweek, "Correspondent John Barnes said
ho snesked into the city (Santiago) morgue, where he
wid that he sew bodies of 270 young persons, most
of wham had been shot at close range benoath the
chin, . . By the 14th day following the coup, the
morgue had received and processed 2,796 corpses . | .
The presumption is that the executions (in Santiago)
have followed a similar pattern in other cities." Given
the reprassive agrarian regime of southern Chile and
the mititance of the Indian population there, it is high-
ly tikety that the Mapuche heve suffored the burden
of violence of the new military government of Chila,

The position of the mifitary junt is clesr, A couple

of days following tha coup, in an officisl statement of
policy, they proclaimed: “With them (referring to the
resistors) we will have no pity, If before we gave them
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a military trial, now we will not wait for the decision
of the judges — rather we will execute them on the
very spot whare they insist on making wer on us,'

-~ Indigena
THE MAPUCHE PEOPLE

An estimate of the present-day Mapuche popualation
is as follows:

Cautin Prowinece 229,509
Maldeco 106,840
Bic-Blo 6,260
Araaca 7,718
Vakiwia 41,950
Oshorn

Osarno %161
Lianguihue 101

Total Rural Popalation 403,536

T this total figure should be added those Mapuches
who live in arban centers. These have been estimated
1o be about 400,000 persons, making the total Arau
canian population, including mestixos, about one mil-
lion people. Raturning to the analysis of the rural
population of 403,536 persons, the following antece-
dents have been taken into acoount: that between the
yaars 1884 and 1929, 77 841 Mapuches received 3,078
titulos de merced (land grants) containing a surface of
475,422 hoctares,

This figure does not include those Mapuche groups who,
up until 1929, did not receive property titles. On the
other hand, it is also a fact that in the total number of
land grants are included some communities who did not
nu'au'u'e the necessary documaents to maintain secure
title

In Chile, every time the necessity has arisen to de-
bate the Indian question, the basic model consder
od has been the Mapuche populstion The reason
resides in the fact that the Mapuche are the most
nimerous extant native population in the country,
In parliamentary debates to modify indigenous legis-
lation, ministers of state and functionaries, as well
a members of the National Congress, formulate
their positions in terms of the difficuities faced by
Arsucanians,

“Concrete Problems and Realities of the Indian

Before explaining the goals and objectives of the
Popular government In its policy for the Mapuche
sector, It is important 1o know the concrote problems
and realities which surround the life of sach agrarian
sector. Likewise, it is basic not o confuse the word
“goctor”’ with “sectaclanism®, and to have a very clear
ides of what iz meant by Peasant Unity. Further, it s
necussary to understand that each “sector’ - wage la-
borers, small farmers, Mapuche peasants — ought to be
seen as & “strategic front of the peasant struggle.”

The concrete reality which surrounds the life of the
Mapasuche peasant sector is of two types, depending on
whother the community has been divided (Le., allotted)
or not.

Characteristics of the Divided Mapuche Commurnity

Without detailed commentary, some of the character
fstics of the divided or allotted communities are as fol
jows: permanent discrepancies and great difficulties

in the location and betterment of roads; indifference
or lack of interest in the construction of schools by
the community, either because of apathy on the part
of individuals or because the community goes unnot-
fcod as if it did not exist; the reserve itsalf is easily
stamped on by strangers, and for the same reason, in-
dividuals are not respected, Many times there are
bullies who step on the meek, and the community ro-
mains indifferent and apathetic to insults and injustice
against their neighbors, kinsman, and fellow members.
The division of an Indian community usually begins
with severe problems and difficulties. Many of the al-
lottees lose their plots and gardens, and are forced to
take down their houses and to relocate 10 & now site
which they have boen assigned. The dividon is a true
deceit for the Mapuche peasant, becsuse he is made to
befieve that he will become a landowner, with an auth-
orized title to individual property, and that in this
condition, he will be able to progress, and hence end
his-social and economic problems,

Along with this came an enormous number of disputes
over roads, water, boundaries, corrals, damages caused
by apimale, wtc. Further, these micro-minifundias cre-
ated a situation where it was impossible to technify
and mechanize agricultural lsbor in an economically-
profitable fashion. Thus the Mapuche were obligated
to choose the only road open to them foe the future,
and this consisted in going into debt in such an ex-
wrema that they were forced to sel’ their little land,

A: proof of the facts exposed, and ceferring only 10
these divided communities, we are able 10 say that the
vast majority of adults who 30 years ago knew & re-
serve that was recently divided, were able to see a
couple of dozen small micro-minifundio propristors,
each one with their respective cabin or house. Today,
if they pass again through these same places, thoy will
find that everything has disappeared, or at Jeast almost
all of those cabing, in some more, in others less. In
their place, they will find two or three &:opmwn or
a large latifundia that has exieaded its domain.
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tors? They were simply deceived by dirty tricks -
ohligated by progressive indebtedness to sell their

lands, or forced, for various reasons, 1o Jeave theis
fand.

This is what has been termed the division of the com
munity, This is what has been called Law 14511, a

further deoceit, amongst many, by which the Mapuche
have lost thelr lands,

Characteristics of the Organized Mapuche Community

Thus far, we have desoribed the characteristics of some
Indian communities that are identified by an absolute
atsence of all forms of organizarion. Now, briefly, we
shall see what happens in those communities that have
some organization, good or deficient, formal ot in
formal, permanent or occasional, without pausing to
consider or evaluate the grade, maturity, or structure
of the organization that a community has preferred 1o
give itself. We shall limit ourselves to merely indica-
ting some aspects which distinguish these organized
Indian communities from those which have been divi
ded

These aspects are the following: thare exists a spirit,
many times dynamic, revolutionary, and militant, such
that the least effort facilitates and simplifies the plan
ning of roads and the distribution of water for irriga-
tion and the drinking of animals. Solidarity and unity
are sach time stronger and more powerful, The com-
munity roacts against any type of insuit committed
against any of its members. It obtainy technical assis
tance and credit and makes donations of land for the
construction of schooly; they are recognized, consulted
and participate in reunions with the public suthorities;
given their unity, they do not let nor accept insults
from strangers, They do community work, schools,
roads, bridges, cometeries, fieldy for sports, etc. And
they will not accept “bullies’ in their midst.

In these undivided communities, the Indians have not
jost their lands, To the contrary, they have main
tained them, and have not suffered the experience of
complicated jegal processes in relation to property, the
payment of taxes, the bitter subxivision through in-
heritance, the judgments concerning partition and the
legal processes of sffective possession, payments of
{ees 10 lawyers and others — all of which represent
enormons expanses many times greater in real value
than the small properties themaelves,

For those communities which are Joosely organized
and whose members are loosely united, there exist
great possibilities for the strengthening of the com-
munity, and the extengion of the estate of the “re
serve.” To the degres that the new Indian law iz ap
proved in the teems in which it has “een olicited by
the Mapuche, the surface of lands can be amplified
through the legal recuperation of lands which were
unurped and through the purchase of new lands.

Land Invasiony and Discrimination

In the years following the founding of Temuceo, it was
the thieves and who invaded and seized the
lands The national press, however, did not give these
criminal facts the least importance. Yet today, when
the Mapuche, tired of having protested for more than
40 years, and having been insulted by ineffectual laws,
have attempted to recuperate what is legally and leqit:
imately theirs, with authorized documents in hand and
with papers from the offices of State, the press hay

made rapid judgments and has informed public opinion
fn large letters on the front page. The Mapuche, they
claim, have insulted the “right of property’. No, the
Mapuche have not insulted the right of property -
they have only claimed what is theirs, with property
tities in hand, the so called titulos de merced of com-
missions and others.

Thug, when the Mapuche pecple offered the least bit
of resistance, they ware skl to be thisves, people
without shame before their social and economic prob-
lems. Reality, though, has demonstrated the situation
to be something quite different. What occurred with
the division was the total destruction of Indian com-
munities, and with it, the creation of small minifundia
properties, which In rare cases exceeded 5 hectares in
size, and on the average were 43,1 or lass than '
hectare per family head. Further, the presence of
bandits and assassins forced our Mapuche brothers into
refuge and hiding, and for this no one can responsibly
affirm that the present land invssions and seizures are
the least bit novel.

Those of us who know the facts of thix situation do

not remember having seen a single notice in public
view and large letters which, for example, read:

“After more than 50 years of protests and
disputes a tribunal declared valid the title of
dominian of a group of Mapuches. "

"Why have % many injustices been tolevavod?™
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think of such an unreal, nonexistent, and lusory
{5 purely a drewn and 2 waste of time. Never-
the slow and inefficient state tribunals, regu-
by ineffoctual laws, have more than once judici-
ally established that there were land invasions, destrue-
tion of orchards and gardens, burning of houses, ex-
propriation of land and animals, in (legal, viclant, and
untawful form against Indians, And all of these dis
bolic and evil actions committed by thieves, assassing,
arsonists, and greedy individuals have never constitu-
ted news

Why? Vary simply because of discrimination, in
capital Jetters: DISCRIMINATION.

There have also existed within almost all of the com-
munities seizures of land, animals, and hatvests, all of
this pressured by the desperation caused by the ex-
treme minifundia, by hunger, and by absolute misery,
These cases have not ocourred In the dozens or hun-
drads, but in the scores of thousands, as evidenced by
the tons of legal documents which exist in each of the
extant Indian Courts, But all of this has also never
made the national news. And why? As we have al-
ready said, and while we continue to face the prob-
lam, we shall repeat - because of DISCRIMINATION,
3 true expression of an indifferent, unjust, exploits
tive, and vampiredike society that feeds and entertaing
itself indifferent to the pain of others.

The Specific Functions of the Reglonal Assns.

In the citles and rural towns of the country, there are
numerous associations, labor uniony, and other types of
organizations formed by different sectors. These or-
gankzations, In general, can be sub-divided sccording to
the necessities, problems, and characteristics, more or
less homogenious, which distinguish them. Using di-
verve methods of pressure in order to obain solutions
1o thair particular problems, generally these organiza-
tions have been heard by private businesses and state
authocities. Thus we find a secies of parallal and inde-
pendent institutions, although all are united in the
CUT (Union of Chilean Workers) and all are classified

11k

The zone of Cantin, where we dised, 71
miles feom Temuco, the capital city, i
teaditionully o rightoawing zone of I
landod-estates. Estate owners had o
thekr Inisitiesses and inlerests in the cily
and had not invested any eapital, nor
intraduced uny technology. on their hig
e hes.

Cautin & alfso the land of the Indians,
the Mapuchos. There are around 2,000
“reducciones™ (small reservatioos) with
a total of about 174,000 Mapuches

Unider the government of Allende, these
Mapuches liad recovered parigof their
lands, usually by “tukeovess" which
mrans :‘hnl :llllt' by little they would
mor e their fences and take possession
of the land that was theies by nght.
The Agranan Reform Law would ex-
propeiate these laeds, anel turn them
over to the farmers who hail always
worked them withont any benefit for
themselves or their familics,  Orgariza-
tome like INDAP and CORA Lot tovh
nical gsastanve and taught them to on
ganize themselves  Viarous institutions
were establidied among them, and the
Provineial Farmers' Council was sel up
wheee for the first time, the Tadian
farmers began to manage their own
desting.
But there remained large landowners
who were economically very powerful,
and who were secretly organizing, We
know some of them, Threo days after
the coup, T went to talk 10 a German
by the name of Gustavo Hott, We had
maintuined a tactful social relationship
with him. Without knowing my inten.
tions, be talked to me openly. He had
aced his vebicle at the disposal of the
arabineros (Chaloan rmral police) and
he accompanied them at night, dressed
in & uniform provided by them, and
armed to kill Indiany, an he himself ex-
pluined 1o me.

His excuse was that the Mapuches weree
acming, and were resisting, | know how
these Indians lived — in vory poor
shacks with very large familics, and
they spent all of their time working in
order 10 foed their loved anes. He ox-
plained 10 me in detuil how they pulled
them out of theie shacks, killed them,
and threw the bodies in thy Tolten
River which flowed nearby our home.
Some of them they ook prisoner,
blindfolded and gageed and bound handd
and foot, in vehicles provided by the
patrol wembeo.
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%l«’mon’ W A Chitean Woman

We had occusion 1o see these truoks
Joaded with Indians, as if they wepy
animals, with ten or twelve soldiem
with machioe gens muarding them.
These people were toetured until they
resealed information ot names of peo

le who were sympathizers of the Ak
endde government, and
Iy they were Killed,  The jails would
not hold all of them, and 50 they killod
them and left their bodiés by the road-
side. Anyone who went to the
headquarters to ask about his eelatives
was nsulted and threatened.

On the reservations, yery fow men were
efl. They took even boas of 13 and
14 years, who suffered the samie fate as
their eldors.

Thie individual also told me how the
National Parly and “Patria y Libertad™,
o clandestine Nazi onganization, were
oegutrized all around ve and even on a
sational level, A neighbor of oum by
e nome of Coreen told us that the
home of another neighbor, Miguel
Hrave, wis the general headquarter of
“Pateia v Lilertad™ and that its presic
dent, Pablo Rodrigues, came in person
to teain them. They were very well
equipped with radio teansovitters and
communications squipment. Pablo
Rodriquez had oscaped from Ecuador
after the abortive attempted coup of
July 1973, bt liad entered Chile seoret-
iy two days hefarn the coup of Septem-

Al of this was told 1o us by these

sple themeelves, they are o sare that
m Chille not a4 single :?aniu will remain
who will dare to raise his head, as they
put it in their own words.

When | ssked Hott what be thought of
ull this Killing, he roplied that as a mat.
ter of fact, the military were going oo
far killing =0 many people, but that af-
tee all, they were unproductive people
wnd that in Chile there were far o
muny people. His wife was
during this conversation, during which
she sery ed me desserts and drinks that
she took out of a big refrigeeator. |
insisted oo the cruelty thut ull this
meant, und he finally said that he wis
grateful 1o the military, that if it had
not been foe them, he and his fumily
would be dead, since the Communists
had [n!nnm'd to kil 80% of the p(upnla
tion and thut they were now paying
themn bock for i, Upon that, he stond
ap and said be had o go to work and

by sectors that obey concrete, uniform and homogene-
ous realities such as occur with groups of townsmen,
professors, construction and railwoy workers, etc.

Any organizations that attempt to realize a number of
actions always beoomes ineffectual, because as an
adage says, “He that attempts o much accomplishes
very little "' For this, both rsason and experience
counsel that there must be a specialized organization
for determinate circumstances, situations, and prob-
lems, especially in affairs so complex and distinct as
those of Indians, The conclugions of the National
Mapuche Congress, and of each one of the communi-
ties are that because of their distinct realities and
problems, there should be Regional Mapuche Associa-
tions with concrete and specific functions in ordes to
preoccupy themselves with those affairs 3o unknown
that they escape the understanding of the other labor
ing soctors.
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The Banners of Struggle of the RMA

m bumm of struggle of the Regional Mapuche As.

sociations are:

1) to fight for the land

2) to combat ignorance and illiteracy

3) to recuperate unlawfully usurped lands

4) to tarminate the subdivision of communities

§) to fight for the real and true incorporation of tha
Agratrian Reform

6) to combat the expiciters defended by the Right

7) to combat and annihilate discrimination

8) to combat blind sectarianism

9) ;o ensure that the land belongs to those who work
t

10) to ensure that credit and technical assistance will
be for those who work the land

11) to cambat the campaign of humiliation and hatred
let loose against the Mapuche :
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woduce for this new Chile, and that
had drridy wisted a lot of time

Little by little, our secunty was threat-
ened, sinee we had organized o large
Farmers” Supply Center whese through
VARIONE govenianent anganizations, we
stocked products essential 1 the famm-
orw 4l the official price. There was a
senown fnod shortage due o the cor-
nering of the market by f:fu-wing ele-
Hd gl €l Sttt of B¢ o
wd gained the confidence of the
nmni;nl us and we all workoed \mm
closely together. We were quite well
known in the coantryside, and m the
vearest village, which is Pitrufyuen. Be
fore the coup. and after Congress had
approved the Arms Conteol Law, the
military came twice 10 our houze,
drewed in civilian clothes, looking for
armns. Therd was a report that we were
a Marvist conter. They questioned our
nelghbors, but these spoke up for us
A of them told the teuth ahout us
that we had no aeme and that we had
helped them o great deal. Nothing
wothl convinee the military, however;
the fact that T was chairwoman of the
Supply Center marked moe us an ex-
tremist and @ possessor of armes, since
they alleged that Caban arms weee hid-
den inside the sacks of sugar that we

Near us was the Puraquing Rescrvation,
It was theee that the fist Supply Cen.
ter i Cautin wan [oemed. 112 president,
a Mapuche of 60 yoars of age, had
tanght ns & lotand had hedped ue to
organize. He used to come to see s,
on horseback, and we had long conver
o] 1s very much

with his wisdom and the human warmth !

The day af the coup, Paraquina was
subdoed, and almost al of the men
were taked including our (riend; he was
taken to thy military headquartess in
Villariea to be shot as an extremist,

Every night they patrolled our house
Lo aee i anyone came or wenl
heard the chatter of machine g in
the vicinity, cars coming und going, and
dogs barking furionsly,  After alioat
four such nights, | again went to talk 1o
the German, Hott, und I gsked him
bluntly to tell me whot our sitasthon
wits, and how much danger we were in
i we stayerl. He answeend wrcastically
it now wis the time to take o “vacss
thom" and the sooner the better.

12) to defeat the latifundistas

13) to fight that the workers will advanoce to Powar

14) to end the hunger, cold, and robbery provoked by
the usurpers and exploiters,

15) to open the doaors of all the universities and pro-
vide support to the great mass of Mapuche
students

16) to defend those functionaries who respect the free
decisions and determinations agreed upon by the
peasants

17} to combat the prepotent buresucrats and the false
pseudo-revolutionaries

18) 10 fight for moce scholarships, more education,
more iands, more work, and better housing

19) to fight for the triumph of the battle of produyc-
tion

20) 1o ensure that the divided communities and the
lands of the Mapuches in the provinces of Osorno,
Lianquihue, Valdivia, Cautin, Malleco, Bic-Bio, and
Arauro continueé in the quality of Indian lands, and
to cambat the defenders of usurpation

21) to seok the imprisonment of the assassing and ex.
terminatoes of the Mapuche

22) o combat those who pretend 1o insult and divide
the Mapuche people

23) 1o fight for the passage of an indigenous law, dray
tically and revolutionarily in favor of the Mapuche

24) to fight for the passage of an indigenous law, not
like that desired by the snemies of the Mapuche
and the defenders of the usurptory, but to fight for
a law like the Mapuche people have come to ask and
petition time and time again

25) to strengthen, affirm, and obtain the total organ-
ization of the Indian communities by maans of the
Regional Mapuche Associations

26) 1o obtain the economic, social, cultural, and poll-
tical libsration of the Mapuche peasant

27) to obtain the reactivation and participation of the
catmbative spitit of the Mapuche woman in the rev-
olutionary struggle of the present process for funda-
mental changes

In Temuco, ull our friends weee cither
mprisoned, shot, or in hiding, amony
thert two well-known peyehiatrists,,
people who did a lot of work among
the poor, almost alweys without charge.

We left our house the moming of
September 18, which is our national

independence day. We passed th

the vi:f very eady | the pateols

been eckelwating the night before.and
Frobphly were dreunk, sinee we didnt
ind any of them on our way through
the village. W beft with our theee
children and lour suiteases, leaving
every thing behind.

We journeved to Santiago on the 201k,
in a public hus. On the tenshour trip,
we were searched I four military pa-
trole. They detained us, made the
passengers gol of( the biae searched ns
thoroughly . and demanded our docn
ments. | poticed that those of our
fellow passengers wha looked poor or
who lad Indino features wero much
warse trrated and moch moee tharough
Iy seacched,  Nobody spoke — we all
metely Jooked at cach other with great
sadness and shame. These soliiers dil
not seem Chilean — they did not seem
to be our hrothees,

O Seprember 29, we left Santago aly
er o loog st s L0 obitain ur pupers,
My hushands Tather had sent ns the
slane tickets; otherwise it would have
lu'rn impossible for us to leave

My family ok us 1o within a kilo-
meter of the airport, where soldiors
with submachine guns wete checking
those entering mtﬁming. There we
were put on @ bus, and we arvived at
the airport arowmd 2030 pon.; the plane
left at 6:30. They umﬂad all our
lugrage, and submitted us 1o # complele
search, even our yoangest dingh-
ter, mine months old.

We have receiverd two letters Trom oure
farmer friends, asking us not to rolurm
vel, as the situation w very difficult
sth were extremely appatled and sur

yisedd at the amount of violence and

tality that is heing committed. W%
We of the Limd s bévn eetumed to its
former owners. Al the farmers' organ-
irations have been abiolihied and since
the poor and 4he Indians have no land,
and theee are too many of them, the
caniest wiy (o solve Uiis very difficult
pmhlrm b 1o kil them.
(Thanka to our friveds fn thic cosl who st
this artiche, wehich war tramsbatod from (he
Spamists Langvngy by Janer Luge, 1o swhom we

are very grataful.)
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Stery of e Wyeliffe Transletors
Paclfyingthel.ast Frontiers

“Christianity ™, az it is exercised by many mis
slonary groups, has an ideclogical chsracter as
well as a religious character, Native people need
to have an understanding of how missfons have
functioned in regard to native educational/poli-
tical/social customns, as well as an alternative to
the Original Instructions given to them by the
Crowtor.

Sincevo Christigns, 100, noed to maka this inves-
tigation, so that ensrgies channeled into mission
work motivated by authentic human solidarity,
will not be used to advance political and econ-
omic irterests of governments and corporations.

Churches have been, by and large, part of the
socislizing machinery which has wrought so
mueh havoc in the lives of mative peoples.
Churches have reinforced and supported the
rule of the “civilizers” ~ what the churches say
they ate daing, and what actually happens as &

result of their presence are two different things.

This-article shows some of the uses and abuses
of religious volunterism, showing how a mission-
ary program exploits the goodwill of raligious
individualy for the expansion and consalidation
of colonials and imperialists. The acticlke is ad
upted from research reported by the North Am-
erican Congress on Latin America, Inc., which
publighes a3 monthly newsletter at 160 Clarersont
Ave, New York, N Y. 10027. We are grateful to
NACLA for their assistance,)

For hundreds of years, the coliusion of government,
commercisl, and religious interests has brought about
the genocidal displacemaent and concentration of indi-
genous peoples living on the frontiers of capitatism,
While “Christianizing savages,' missionarms have sel-
dom questionad the “need” for taking the lands of tri-
bal pecple, but ruther have seen it as the “inevitable
advance of Civilization.” Believing themselves the
harbingars of “modern civilization,” they have In fact
served as 8 cultural vanguard of a messive robbary on
the frontiers of imperialist expansion, with no regard
fotthomnipdfmmo(nmnpmpbi Certain
mizsion agencies, attempling 10 moke spgression seem
loss cruel, have provided a velver-gloved afternative to
the iron fist of armed conquest. As o pacification
torce, they have usad religion to substitute “peace”
(surrender) and
life) for “death and destruction,"” What thess mission-
aries ignore, however, it that they are continuing the
anclent peactice of destroying the identity and resis
tance of @ people by getting them to worship the gods
of their conquerors,

In the past, “peaoe treaties’’ were sometimes signed
betwean the colonizing nation and the native nations.
The “rights and benefits” conceded to the Indians by
thelr “benevolent” conquerors were usually a pioce of
wasteland considered usa'ess by economic interests at
that time. Thess reservations, where starvation was
endemic, became the graveyard of thousands upon
thousands of indigenous persons.

In the last hundred yaars, however, 50 much gold, oil,
and uranium have been discovered on these otherwise
unusable lands that “democratic governments”™ are
becoming embarrassed to be seen repeatedly tuming
over the reservations to business Intorests, Thus, &
new stratagy has been adopted by many countries
(such as Brazil and Colombia), Instead of treating in-
digenous peoples as conquerored nations with rights,
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“hope”’ [promise of reward in an ufter-

thase are regarded as backward sectors of the conquer-
ing nation who have to be "educated and intagratad'
into it. [Or there is the United States and Conadian
alernative of regarding native nations as “‘citizens”

of the congueroring nations “with equal rights” and
"a special heritage™.) The objective of these integry
tion policies is to remove the tribal peoples in order o
complete the control of nutional territory by the
dominant cless of the prevailing natianal group.

In Latin Amearica, the example chosen for this article,
the situation of native peoples is extremely precarious
at this time, Acts of direct sggression (massecres) and
policies of “integration” (forced migrations) are break-
ing apart the vestiger of indigenous society, Indian
land has been appropriated for national and interna-
tionyd “development™,

WBT assists in this cycle of exploitation on two fronts
- in contacting, concentrating, and converting indsg

“ Twenty-one [oil] companies with 1500 men are working there. As they advance, we fly
shead of them and explain to Aucas living in their path that they are coming. We persuade
them that they should move out of the way. This is done by Christian Aucas through a loud

speaker mounted on the plane. . .

For all their abuses, the reservations have offered in-
digenous peoples @ minimum territorial base for pre-
servation of thelr collective axistence and culture,

The “integration” policies, bowever, designed 10
abolish the reservation, wipe out the material basis for
any possible continuance of indigenous culture, Thess
policies foree upon the Indiens » whale spectrum of
relationships based on the private ownership of prop-
grty and remove the underpinnings of their cultural
survival,

Or again, the United States and Canadign example,
which has discoverad that resarvations can be exploited
more efficiently when in federal control (where state
laws do not apply and where government exarcises
trust responsibility) than in private hands. There, the
effort has besn to maintain or even increase the size
of the reservations, but to remove the peaple through
relocation peograms, of 1o mantain them as a low-cost
lebor pool, or to exploit them for the tourist indus
try.

Once deculturated, the native people are forced into
marginal situations. Cufturally, they are in a society
to which they cannot completsly adjust. Raclally,
they remain an excluded minority, Economicatly,
they are needed only as a surplus labor pool. Thus,
the Inmagration of tribal peoples into the pravailing
national group means the disintegration of the sogial,
economic, and political life of their own group.

A first step towards "integration’ is 1o teach the in-
digenous peaple the languege and customs, as well as
the religion, of their conquerors. This initial phase is
often met with resistance az the indigenous people
draw together to stem the invasion. It is at this junc
ture that the exponents of the transiation mission sre
active, In order 1o overcome Indigenous resistance,
they skillfully manipulate poople’s wants and needs to
effect a quiet resignation to eventusl genocide, be it
cultural or physical,
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The Wycliffe Bible Translators

The Wycliffe Bible Translators, who specia'ize in lin-
guistic and religious work among tribal peoples, effec
tively combine scientific technique with religious mys-
tification to give o new facade to this old process of
pacifying and pillagisg native peaples.

WBT, also known as the Summer Institute of Linguis-
tics, is @ non-profit, non-denominational missionary or
ganization with some 3000 members in 25 countries,
It is the largest Protestant missionary-sending sgency
in the worid. 1t's budget is over $8.7 -million, plus
hidden income and sssistance well into the millions.
Financisl support comes from private donations in the
US., grants from U.S. goyernment agencies, and assis-
tance from host governments sbroad,

The stated objective of the Wyclitfe Sible Translators
I8 to bring the Cheistion Gospe! to the 2,000 peoples
of the workl whose language is as ye1 unwritten and
whe therefore do not have access to the Bible, |t
takes on this mission which includes /inguistics (the
study and transliteration of the native language),
literacy (teaching the native people to read and write
this language) and trangletion of the Bible {in fulfill
ment of the New Testament command to bring the
teachings of Christ to all peoples. The WBT believes
that when the Bible has been made available to all
peopies, Christ will return to earth to reign for a
period of one thousand years.

WET dous not establish its own churches — it just
does the transiation, plowing the field for harvast by
established church groups. Its mission is considered
complete when the New Testament and a selected
part of the Old Testament have been transinted, and a
nuclous of literate indiganous believers has been #s-
tablished 1o carry on when the translators have gone,

The worldwide “‘evangelical advance” of WBT is a
religious manifestation of US. cultural and sconomic

impesialism.
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. not one life lost to date. PRAISE GOD!!

~ a Wyclitfe pilot

enous groups to facilitate their removal from areass
desired by natlonal and intemational corporations, and
jending technical assistance in the suppression of native
fasistance, and 2} in Imposing, by way of Christianity,
patterns of thought and behaviour which fragment and
neutralize native communities and turn their members
into marginal Individuals, unable to live in the larger
soclety, and egually uncomfortable following the ways
of their people in their own communities.

The University of Indian-Land Acts as Host

WBT was begun in the 1930s by Wiillism Cameron
Townsend of Orange County, California. It wes
foundad a: 8 religious corporation, but soon it was
found that an siternate identity was needed for diplo-
matic purposes, Thus Townsend created the Summer
Institute of Linguistics (SIL) as & "scientific’” corpor.
ation — theoretically involved only in pure linguistic
and Wducational research,

In 1942, WBT/SIL moved to the University of Okla-
homa. In the years that followed, summer courses
were initiated in seversl other universitios in the U.S.
and sbroad, Although these classes are open to any-
one, those who participate in the SIL field operations
are nocessarily Bible transiators or support workers,
not merely linguists, for It i« WBT which sends them
ouL

The scientific achievement, under such respected scho-
lars & Kenneth Pike and Eugene Nida, of SIL s with-
out question. With a high recommendation and s a
non-refigious institution, SIL has moved into arsas
previously off-limits 10 Proteastant organizations. This
expansion has led 1o the formation of the Jungie
Aviation and Radio Service (JAARS) In Latin Amer
ica alone, JAARS maintaing a fleet of 30 aircraft, in-
cluding 8 DC-3 cargo plane and two Helio-Couriers for
short take-off and landing

WBT + SIL + JAARS = WBT

The three organizations deliberately confuse their re-
lationship with overlapping boards and purposes, and
addressing themselves 10 different publics. SIL makes
contracts with foreign governments, organizes training
sesions in linguistics, and takes charge of field work.
WBT recrults the fiald volunteers and represents the
organization 1o the churches, to other missions, and
to the lay public in the United States who support the
field work through private donations. JAARS goes
after technical experts in aviation and communications
and still & fourth group, Wyclitfe Associates, has
emurged recently, apparently for fund-raising purposes
in the conservitive business community.

WET is not mentioned in SIL publicity Hterature, No
evangelical activity of any kind is mentioned, There
it » clause in most of SIL"s contracts, however, which
asserts that SIL may undertake the “moral improve.
mant™ of the indigenous group. It appears that this
is the loop-hole through which WBT's Christian Sl
diers find their way into “Catholic™ Latin America,

SIL represants itsel! as an Independent agency, but it
is nat, and its first pelority in the field is evangeliza-
tion. The linguistic orientation was and is » tactic

in the conversion strategy — an extremely successful
tactic both politically with host nations, and as 3 way
10 gain the trust of the indiganous peoples.
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“As our workers have gone into these areas as dodica-
ted linguists, God has used their testimony once they
have sstablished their identity as scientific oxperts,” s
the woy SIL's president, Kenneth Pike, puts it

WBT"s sophisticated fisld methodology s unique
among Protestant missions.

According to Townsend, it “"trades upon three facets
in their mentality that are common to almost all
primatives: their pride in their own language, their
vagerness to bettar thamselves sconomically, and their
insatiable curioaity.”

Thus Wyciiffe Bibie Translators have been able to es
tablsh themselves among groups which have rajectad
the simplet conversion tactics af aarller missionaries.
And in addition to the linguistic and literacy work, the
translators engoge in medical oid, sanitation programs,
and programs for “economic development.”

death, and the hunger comes from the ecological im-
balance causod by development and new populstion
moving in, Furthermore, “hunger” is the ot of most
Brazilians, civilizade or not,

The linguistic trainess ware given further instructions:
"The course purposed 1o integrate them into the Bra
rilian way of life and instill In them o sense of respon-
sibility, sbifity to make judgments, initiative, self.
identity. 1t aimed also to inspim them to serve and to
demonstrate the value of study, With such » com-
plete paychological restructure, the students needed to
cultivate a more helpful attitude toward intogration
while sppreciating thelr own language and culture.”

So, while WEBT/SIL talks about the “preservotion of
Indian cultura," It sctually s going for a psychologl
cal, social, and economic restructuring along the mode
of “Christian'' capitalism. Tha place ressrved for in-

“The natives of the [Hawaiian] islands number only about 50,000 and the whites
about 3,000, chiefly Americans. According to Captain Cook, the natives numbered
400,000 less than @ hundred years ago. But the traders brought labor and fancy disease
~ in other words, long deliberate, infallible destruction; and the missionaries brought
the means of grace and got them ready. So the two forces are working along harmon-
iously and anybody who knows anything about figures can tell you exactly when the
last Kanaka will be in Abraham's bosom, and his islands in the hands of the whites. It

is the same as calculating an eclipse .

The Eternal Punishment for the Lost

An ethnocentric bias is inherent in the vary fact of
missionary activity, but the Wycliffe wransiators find
it expediont to accommodate thomsalves in some re-
spects to the cultures within which they work. As
missionaries go, Wycliffe people are not as aloof and
contemptuous of the indigenous culture as thesr col
leagues. In the field, they live with the native people,
but in their basa camps, they maintain U.S. style
houses and Indigenous servants,

They are usually highly motivated — thay must often
find their own support, end pay for their own train-
ing, which can run as high as $6,000. Their theology
s conservative — they are required 1o adhere to the
organization's 'Staterment of Doctrine." That Is, they
must believe in "the fall of man, his consequent moral
depravity, and his need of rogeneration,”” as well as
"the etornal life of the saved and the aternal punish-
ment of the lost” and the authority of Seriptures

as unerring divine inspiration,

It follows that If the indigenous people come to ed-
hare to this Christian ideology, they necessarily come
to despise their own cultura, which has damned them,
and to adulate that of the missionaries, which has
saved them, They will suffer their oppression in the
image of the sutfering Jesus as the basis for the devel-
opment of "self-esteom™.

“This estesm becomes an intagral part of the tribes-
man's experience when Christ enters his fife,” Wy-
cliffe’s Translation magazine reports, “‘He no longer
feels worthiess and downtrodden. Christ died for fim
and Iife takes on new meaning. Scripture in his own
fanguage gives him the stamina he needs to withstand
persecution.”

A long look at Translation gives a clear view of the
ideology ~ the religious, social, and political worid:
view — behind the translation mission, The articles
are often simple essays by translators, charscterizing
indigenous people as children, bom by culture into
sin and ignorance, “forgotten . . . |lliterate . . . bound
by superstition . . . living without hope , . . in Satan’s
stronghold.” And, it is reported, they thirst for sal
vation,
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Hunger and Death, or Everluating Life

One recent article in Translation reported on b group
of Brazilian people, Kaingaings, who are rounded up
and sent aff to a newly-fTormed boarding schoot for
linguistic and literacy training. They are to be toach:
ers for their own communities, At the oriéntation
cocemony, 8 WBT/SIL speakor tells them this:

“You can choose between your own way of life, or
the life of the civilizado [literally meaning, ““the civil-
ized, 8 term designating Brazilian nationals|. Each
has @ price and a recompense. For your way, the
price is lack of progress, hunger, and death, and the
recompanse i a life without the poin of changs. For
the civilizado way, the price s work and maintaining
what you've achimved, Youwr recompense is that you
will have more."

Thus the nativa people are given the pretenss of &
choiee ~ the genocide to which those Brazilian natives
who choose to follow the ways of the Creation we
subjected is well known, There is also the assumption
that the solvation and liboration is antirely an indivi.
dual choice, and yet in Latin American, native people
are tregted as a specific racial and social class and
individual "liberation” can only mean axchanging
oppression for bondage.

There is also the assumption made that “hunger and
death" iz the result of living in the traditiona! way,
rather than a result of tha intrusion of colonizing
forcus. |t Is oppression from the outside that causes
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— Mark Twain

digenous “language and culture’ is window-dressing,
The culture is to be "appreciated”, not lived, It is to
be form, but not substance,

Every possible precaution Is taken to insure that the
undeniably political and collective stroggle of the Bra
zilian native peoples be reduced 10 a question of per-
sonal peychology,

"By means of sducation, we fight for the emancipation
of our people,” is the motta chosan by the students
at the linguistics school.

The Wycliffe writer also explaing what freedom is in
the context of native nations,

"Emancipation means that the Kalngaing must be
liberated from the bonds of thelr own low wstimation
of thoarmselves. While learning to integrate into Bra-
zil's way of life, they must respect their own tradition
and language,” the writer says,

The last paragraph of the article reports that funds for
bi-lingual education programs have been cut back "as
the strategic Trans-Amaron Highway received top pri-
ority,” but there is no explanation of the “strategy”
and no mantion of the staughter of native peopla that
accompanios the progress of the highway. There is no
indication that the “stramgy”’ for the Amazon basin
is to open up Indian lands for exploitation by North
American corporations. Neither is there discussion of
just what "Brazil's way of life” is, nor discussion of
Brazil's "Indian policy” or the history of the expro-
priation of lands by colonizing nations.

WBT/SIL's role is clearer, perhaps, in Vietnam, where
it Iy maintained by generous grants from the U.S.
Agency for Intarnational Development (A1D).,

"We are looking to God for the purchase of new head-
quarters in Saigon, and trusting Him for advance into
Cambodia and other now tribes as He leads . . "
Transiation reporte. ""Mest frustrating of all is to
learn of the endless supersititions and taboos which
rule our friends here — chants, incantations, animal
sacrifices, and sorcery are used constantly to try to
appease thae many demons which are feared by the
highlanders,” the translator reports, neatly transferring
the scene of battle from the harsh realities to the
hygenically mythical and teligious,

Thera, as in South America, tribal people who have
come under control of WBT/SIL's sponsors, the U.S,,
are dying out — some groups, like the Bruu, have only
u tenth of the origingl population surviving since
1963. The rest languish in poorly-squipped refugee
camps, depandent on official sgencies for the where
withal of survival. At least 85% of the Montagnards
have been required by Salgon or the U.S. forces to
leave thair villages. Needless to say, these facts are
not reported by Transiation,
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Uncle Sam’s Right Arm

WEBT/SIL is active in Mexico, Guaternals, Pansma,
Colombia, Surinam, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Brazil,
It |5 also working with native groups in North Ameri-
ca. Its official policy is 10 "“cooperate with govern-
ment officials’. That means WBT/SIL takes no stand
against governmental and industrial sggressions against
indigenous groups,

SIL enters Into o contract with the governmants in
those countries it is working. 1t is obligated 10 teach
Spanish in addition to native languages in Paru snd
Colombia, for example, to lend its air and communi-
cations know-how to government, 1o disseminats
national 1exts on civics, health, and morals. In return,
SIL gets free fuel, the use of government air strips,
and free office space, plus duty-free imports,

The missionaries contend that the problems of the
native peaple come about because of their “isolation”,
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which causes cultural and economic deprivation, This
Idea gnores the historical record of what has hap-
pengd to native people over the last 500 years as

their isolation, group by group, came 10 an end,

I"A

As an example, take the situation of native people n
the tropical forest of Peru. They are ""hotatad"” In
WBT/SIL s terms, and yet the circumstances which
have lod them there are revealing,

In the first and second centuries aftet the Spanish
conquest, Europeans had minimal interest in develop-
ing the tropical forests, but nonotheless they came 10
ocoupy the fertile riverside zones, forcing the Indig:
enous people to migrate to areas poorer in natural re-
sources, Mission centsrs were sstablished, and where
their infiuence reached, the native people were forced
into & new society, wsuslly st the battom socio-econo-
mic rung,

In 1824, Bolivar led Peru 10 independence, and caused
the dissolution of the highland Indian communities by
permitting sach member to seli an allotmant of com-
munal lands. That led to the dewslopment of large
estates, in Creole hands, while the Indians found
thernselves without any land or any money. |1 was
then they went into the tropical forests in ssarch of
naw territory, joining there tha population of their
cousing who had left two centuries garlier, The popus
lation pressute was disastrous, and slave-merchants and
plantation owners made frequent raids, wiping out
80% of many groups in this area within a decade.

Thosa who survived retreated further into the interior,
Into “isolation®, Thus WBT/SIL's pursuit of these
poople into their homes is a continuation of a classic
pattarn, rather than a rascue from oblivion.

One of the ariginal motivations for the WBT/SIL
misgion was & reaction on the part of some Christians
10 the crude exploitation of the Indians at the hands
of plantation owners. But the misslonaries objected
only to the whiskey and the bloodshed, and not to
the fundamental violation — that of the cultural and
territorial sovereignty of an indigenous peopie by a
colonizing people.

Tha labor of the Indian s no longer necessary in Latin
America. What is necessary Is the cooperation of the
native people in projects of assimilation, forced migre-
tion, and the like, which deprive them of their land
and cylturm, WBT/SIL gives “mosring” to the suller-
ing of tha Indian undergoing this process, urging them
to bear their suffering as Christ bore his, and in this
way, the native people cease to bother the dominant

— Transintion
Ecundor: Wycliffe's emisssry smiles as Cofan man
ponders “progress”

Thus, the native p2ople can become “a minority™ aven
in thosa aroes whera they form far moeo than half the

population.
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The Cantinuing Conquest of the Aucs

The Aucs situation in Ecuador is probably the most
widely publicized of all WBT/SIL enterprises. The
Auca, who number only a few hundred, wers until
recently, reportedly sggressive and hostile, living in the
eastern jungle. They ware able to remain in control
of their land by ruthlessly defending their ground.

feontinued on next page)
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The Jesuit missionaries, the Spanish conquistadors, the
rubber hunters — sl these groups had failed to subdue
the Auca familiss, or 1o settle on their w.. 'n the
18405, Shell Oil tried some prospecting in the region,
but withdraw after losing a number of employees 1o
Auca arrows.

In 1956, five missionaries (not from Wycdliffe) tried to
establish a mission among the Auca. After landing in

'V‘Z ( .

Auca territory and making an apparently friendly con-
tect, thay were killed, But Rachel Saint, a8 translator
whose brother Note was gmong the slain migsionarkes,
veas determined 1o try again, She learned the language
from an Auca woman who worked at a hacenda on
the edge of Auca land. The woman, Dayuma, went
back to her Aucs relatives and convinced them to let
Rachel Saint live with them, In this way, Rochel st
nbout ostablishing the first permanent and Christian
Auca settiement. Now and again she would retumn to
tha United States for fundeaising. With a convert at
her sida, she wouid appoer on television and a1
evangelical rallles, Her appesrances brought in sup
port money for WBT/SIL.

In 1984, the oil prospectors had moved Into the arey
« Wyctiffe ferried the first oll company geologist in a
JAARS plane 23 he éxplored the area. Texaco and
Gull predominated in this venture with 25 other com-
panies with the U.S, investmant coming to more than
$300 million. But the problem was that the oll was
on land inbabited by the Aucas.

In 1971, “efforts were underway to bring the last
group of wild Aucas to the reservation,” Roachel Saint
reported, This was quite a large group — half the
Aucs prople, In fact. As non-Christian Aucas came to
live with the Christian Aucas, conflicts developed and
the nation became divided.

In the meantime; the oll companies moved In, discov-
ered A rich strike, end are attempting to put wells
there now, The Auca have received no compensation
for their lost territory or its resources — except for an
epidemic of polio that crippled or killed & large num-
ber of their people.

Rachel Saint feels it is inevitable that the Auca shouid
make way — they are strategically and morally the
veeaker, she says, since they are not yet all with Christ
And yet It was Christianity that facilitated the oil
company land-grab, by concentrating and pacifying
the Auca people and disseminating an ideology of pas
sivity in the face of injustice,
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Bill Eddy, a JAARS flier who acts 23 liaison among
the oil companies, the government, and the Auces,

stes the situation this way:

"Twenty-five years ago, the Shell Oil Company lost
many workers 10 Auca spours. For several reasony,

Shell docided 10 lsave Ecuador, Suddenly, with the
discovery of a vost reserve of oil under the Eastern

Jungle, 21 companies are working 1500 men there,
As they advance, we fly ahead of them, and explain
to Aucas living in their path that they are coming in.
We persuade them that they should move out of the
way, This is done by Auca Christions through a loud
speaker mounted on the plane. As the Indians move,
wit notify the oll companies. As a result of this clow
coordination by radio and telephone through our
Quito office, thers has not been one life lost to date.
PRAISE GoD!!™

Not all of the criticisms of Wydiffe by the antho-
pologists wera for reasons which native people could
approciate. For instance, there was the objection that
Wycliffe was a vigorously evangelical Protestant or-
ganization and Colombia is almost all nominatly Cath-
olic — WBT would slow down "integration” of the
native people into the Colombian nation, they said,
quite accurataly, The ethnocentric transiators often
reveal their racism in bias against Catholics, o feature
which is readily picked up by Christianized natives
who have been treated none too kindly by Colombian
nationals in the paest,

WBT/SIL, it was charged, had provided air and radio
support, ar well oy interpreters, for national police and
military units suppressing the Guahibos who had taken
up srms asaingt Colombian nationals who settled an
their lands in 8 U S.sepported land-reform program.

The anthropologists and WBT/SIL eventuslly achieved
8 compromise agreement, sach giving the other certain
prastige In determining national Indian palicy, and
strengthening the establishmaent ageinst which native
voioces must contend.

Challenging the Status Ouo

Though Wycliffe boasts of its alliance with the rich
and powerful, it is vulnerable to counterattack, espec
inlly on the homefront where it sceks trainess and
financial support under cover of humanitarianism and
millenial expectation, People who are concerned about
ganocide in South America may find some of the root
causes ot their own doorsteps, and need not hitch-hike
10 Rio de Janiero

It would seem that anthropologists and linguists have
an obligation to see that their own colleaguns and de-
partments adopt mocal principles along with their
"scademic freedom”'. To date, thers has been little or
no ethical policing of WBT/SIL by the profasstonals,
and until the “good guys' have cleaned up their own
houses, they should expect little noceptance from
native peoples In North America,

“If the native people come to adhere to the [Wycliffe] ideology, they necessarily come to
despise their own culture, which has damned them, and to adulate that of the missionaries,
which has saved them. They will suffer their oppression in the image of the suffering Jesus.”

The Colombian Controversy Arises

The Summer Institute of Linguistics has been working
in Colombia since 1962. In 1970, the repressive re-
sponse ol the armed forces to the Guahibo Nation's
guerrilia defense of their lands against the encroach-
mants of settlers in the eastern plaing touched off a
controversy about Indian policy which is still argued
today,

Because of WBT/SIL s role in suppeessing this revolt,
its work became for o time the target of critical at-
tack from anthropoiogists over who would control
Indian policies.

Sometimes, native nations get two sets of intruders,
each saying they carry the Word of God, but they
gon't got along with sach other. Thus sometimes &
Wycliffe-missionized group will also be undgr the in-
fluence of a Roman Catholic group, causing opposition
batween Catholic Indians and Protestant Indians
And since peace-making social institutions are vested
in the traditionally-minded natives who are not liked
by either graup, there is no way for the people to
once again become one family.

What brought the Guahibo case 10 public sttention in
the peess were the protests of persons later associated
with the Colombian Committee for the Defense of the
Indian, & group including activist social scientists and
affiliated with the Program to Combat Hacism of the
World Council of Churches, Their efforts were sup-
ported by the government’s Coordinator for Indian
Affairs.

in 1971, anothar group, the Movement for the Defense
of National Culture, called for WBT/SIL s expulsion
from tha country. The furore generated by this ar-
tack caused 8 quasi-official group called the National
Council on Indian Policy to commission & team of
four anthropologists to study Wydiffe's role. After o
tour of SIL's installations, they submitted 4 report

in March 1972 (refarred to hare as the Correal
Report) The anthropologists praised Wycliffe's fin-
guistic work, but called for tightar official control
and a prohibition of any religious activity on the
part of the organization among tribal peoples.

By late 1971, however, WBT/SIL was initiating an
octive campaign to improve its public relations, inclu.
ding an sudience of William Cameron Townsend

with Colombian President Misael Pastrana Borrero,

It was confident it could ride out the storm,
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Among tha church paople, the source of the broad
financial base, Christians thould be concerned that
WEBT/SIL misuses religion 1o facilitate ethnocide by
government and industry. Certainly Protestant groups
would be outreged if Roman Catholics formed an
agency and contracted with the U.S. Government to
provide all basic education for American Indians, and
the reverse would be equally true.

At the lavel of government, the public financing of
the transiation mission through AID snd the Depart.
ment of Health, Educetion, and Welfare can be chal-
lenged by Congressional investigation or public hear
ings under private suspices,

Even If WBT/SIL finds itsell out of work in Latin
Amaerica and elsewhere in the world, there is plenty of

— Harald Schultz/Camera Prem

«Translation
Wycliffe Founder William Cameron Townsend

need for its services among the European peoples in
North America, As Red Jacket once said, be might
have become & Christion if he’d ever met one,

And someone might translate the Ten Commandments
into English — native peoples in North Aiperica might
gat their land back,

(Special thanks to Laurie Hart of NACLA/J,
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ANINDIGENA
BOOK

OR
DEATH

Land or Death, by Mugo Blanco, Pathfinder Press,
N.Y. $2.50 papsrback from NOTES.

Hugo Blanco Is considered *the most wanted man In
Latin Amecica’ for a good reason. A decade ago, he
organized the Quechua, native people of Pery, nto a
movemunt 1o regain lads stolen from them. This was
crushed by the govermmant, which recognized that it
posed the greatest threat not only to Pery, but to
Latin America’s immengely privileged classes.

Thas, his book, Land Or Death, written in the El
Fronton liland prison, has been called “one of the
most stgnificant contributions to the theory and prac:
thse of the Latnin American revolution since the Cuban
Ravolution **

It % a personsl and modest account of his ole and a
shocking sccount af the Indian experience in Peru, It
wils of a land whatre it s a crimer 10 be boren an Indi
an, and whiire he dared 10 simgest that ultimate reform
in the Andes lay in the bands of the Indian peasants

Though & Marxist, the Communist Perty in Peru "out-
lewed"™ Nim st the govemment put a4 price upon his
bead, Thus Hugo Blanca, halt.Quechua himsoll, was
rejectad by his party and hunted like an animal for a
yeirand a-hall with 300 Quechius guerrillas In thae
pyes of both communist snd the peiileged, he wis
dangerous. To be 8 communist was permissable bot
10 Beiawe 0 Indunismo — the radical goncept that
Indians were Human heings snd should be treatad as
such — was unforgivabile

Thus, though Blanco s gono, and the Indians who
followed him are still tighting for their lives against
unbelievable oxploitation, the fand efforts are snill
going On today.

He bhad sought o unity, contralize, and give a strategy
1 this deeply-rooted sense of Indlan nationslism and
desire 10 live, In shorr, his book is an insight Inte the
swark that will protiably ignite the greatest Indian
movament in higory, and upon ¢ continental scope at
thar

In the early sixties, one of the most oppressed peoples
in the Westerny Hemisphere bogan to rise. Then, tens
of thousands did the unthinkable: they took back
lands stolen trom them, declared thamseives human
beings, stopped working for their exploiters, In the
vanguard of this struggle, the most courageous and
daring paasant unions arose in Chaupimayo,

Chaupimayo was the example, the insplration, The
jessons of Chaupimayo, writton with the sweat snd
blood of hundreds of thousands of peatants, portrays
far us the broad outiines of Peru’s future liberation,

Blanco was the leader of Chaupimayo. He was boen
in Cuzco, and grew up fully aware of the superexplol.
ation of the Quechui. He spent long days Iiving with
his poople, lesrning their songs and becoming @ part of

" the Quechus world. In 1954, still not twenty years
old, Blanco travetied to Buenos Aires to study agron.
omy at the univernsity. Beturning o Lima, Blanco
found himseif in danger af arrest bocause of his part
in organizing the famous. “reception™ for then United
States VicePresident Richard M. Nixon. (Nixon was
stoned in Lima, among other things)
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Yoars later, facing a death sentence in prison, he
would recount in a letter, 1 woukd refer to my per.
sonal experience precisely 10 demonstrate that it was
nathing extrsordinary, that any of you can accomplish
even mare with the same effort. | was a student with
below-nverage abilities, with a below-average cultural
lewsl, with many limitations that | still hawe, My wish
was the same as yours: to complete my professional
studies in order to serve my peopls to the best of my
abilities,”

Bur in the university, Blanco reoched a differunt an-
alysis of what "“the system” was all about,

“Then | saw what you are seeing: that becoming a
professional meant becoming part of the fabric of
system, that my knowledge would be only to the
tiniest degree useful to my peaple, and 10 a great de-
gree useful to the enemy’s apparatus. | understand
that although my country needed technicians, it need-
ed fighters more , "~

Fleeing to Cuzco, ha became involved with the Indimn
unions organized to regain the fands stolen from them,
From thore beging the boak, Land Or Death, the title
taken from the Quechua rallying ary,

“Death comes under ditferent aliases in Spanish and
Quechuar tuberculosis, pemicious snemia, pneumonia,
pifiu (speing), wayra (winter), layga (witcheraft), They
call It by Its aliases becasuse its real name is an ugly
word: starvation,” Blanco writes. “ln Cuzco, for cen.
turies, the Indian had slouched along the strests with
his poncho and his whispered Quéchua, He had never
daced, even when drunk, to mount the sidewalk or
spek his Quochua out loud with his head held high,
He was fearful of the misti (the non-Indian) who was
the master of the city, He fled from the authorities
ot from whoever could foree him to do a job for &
pittance or for nothing, or who could foree him to
sell his fow products brought from tha countryside at
any price offored him., The city of Cuzco mesnt all
that to tho Indian, who was degraded snd humifiated
an the streets, the plazas, in stores, markets, and
public transportation, The city meant more, too:
courts of law, the offices of lawyers and notaries,

the provineial fail, the tandlord’s residence, whers
frequently a possant, his wife, or his children had
do unpakd domestic work."

Alanco also descnbes how things changed when the
Quechua first stirted to determing their own dastiny.

“The mass meeting put the Indian on top of the
mongtar. A concentration of poochos in the main
Mazs, the heart of the eity, the odor of coas and
Quechug parmoating the air, Quechua, out Joud from
the throat, Quechos shouted, threatening, tearing away
the conturies of oppression. A march down the main
streets, windows and doors of the powerful foarfully
slammod shut at the sdvance of the multitudes, ag-
gressive, imulting, threatoning, shouting In Quechus
truths, That's what the peasant meeting meant, aside
from the specific object for anch gathering.

The atrocities listed wore nunwrouy since the days the
gamonale (landlord) was grven cantrol over the Indian
peasant in o semi-leudsl relstionghip,

“Another example was the hacienda bordering Paltay-
bamba, Sants Rosa-Chaupimayo, the seat of my unlon,
Thaere, the gamonale Alfrodo Romainville strung up a
naked peasant to 8 mango tree, and, smong other
things, flogged him all day in the presence of his own
daughters and other peasants. Another peasant could
not find the horse his mastor had told him to find,
Romainwille forced him down on all fours, ordered him
to put on the horse's harness, and compelled him to
haul six arrobas (150 pounds) of coffee, He made him
travel in this fashion, on hands and knees, around the
patio where the coffer was dried, lashing him with a
whip, He forced the women w shell peanuts without
pay until their hands bied, and then with their mouths
until those were bloody too, He had his own daughtsr
bom of & paasant woman he had raped, jailed as &
‘communist’, His brother wis not satisfied with raping
the peasant women himself — he forced a psasant at
gunpoint 1o rape his own aont,”

Blanco describes how the landlord Marquez took the
children borne by the women he had raped and drown.
ed tham in the river. And there were other atrocities:

“With a hot cattle branding-iron, the landlord Barto-
lome Paz seared onto the buttocks of a peasant the
umblem of his haclenda. The landlord Ange!l Miranda
did likewise. The landlord Vitorino printed his own
maney, o that the peasants could be compelied to
buy whatever they needed from his hacienda. Dalmiro
Casafranca murdered Erasmo Nuniga, socrotary-general
of the union of the hacienda Aranjues, by throwing
him into the river. These crimes were not punished
by the authorities — who wera very often the tand-
lords themsalves,”

Thus the Quechua formed unions, The sequence of
gvents in 8lanco’s region led 1o the seizure of land of
the landlords,

‘"Wa ignored strictly legal considerations. We toak in
to sccount the ridiculously low price that the gamon.
ales had paid for the mountain lands (I think it was
ton conts per hectare). Since the landowners contrib-
uted absolutely nothing, and since the construction
of the roads had also cost them nothing, the price wa
offered 10 pay them was virtually a gift, Neverthe-
less, it was guaranised to give any gamonale a heart
sttack. "
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Butall did not come easily, and there were problems
in publicizing and sproading the movement, With the
massacre of twenty-two pessants in Pasco, though,
word aot around,

“Under the pressure of Lucho Zapatas and other
members of the FIR, the FTC {Blanco's union) held a
meeting in Cuzeo and ralsed theee demands: the retum
of the Cerro de Pasco Copper Corporation, a Yankes
enterprise that had been encrosching on communal
fands in various departments in the center of the
country); the punishment of the Civil Guards who had
committed the murders; snd compensation for the
families of the murdered pessants,”

The course of the movement changed, howesr, with
a brutal atrocity committed by a landowner — after
that, the struggle was guarrilly fighting,

“The landiord put the barrol of a gun to the chest of
u child, threatening to shoot if the child didn’t tell
where Bolanos could be found, although the child
didn’t know his whervabouts. The landiocd then
peopped the gun barrel on the child's arm and fired,””

This news arrived aimost simultaneously with the nows
of the heightened repression In the rest of La Conven
cion snd Lares and of the massacre #t the Cuzeo meet-
ing.

“We convoked an assembly of the Chaupimayo union.
Before this mssembly, the secrotary general of Quyasra
stated his case. The peasants grasped the extreme im.
portance of tho case. Thorefora, when they agreed to
send @ commission to Qayara, they suthorized it not
only to beer atms, as was the custom In those cases,
but expressly ‘to make use of them if necessary,’ We
never machod Qayara. Faced with the stupidity of the
police at the Pujiura post, who believed that ‘the Indi
an never thoots,' we were forced into our first armod
clash, with the result that a policeman was shot, (He
tumed out to be one of those who bhad committed the
Qayara atrocity.) After finding a doctor in the town
andd lmaving the wounded policeman it his hands, we
took refuge in the mountsing. We had to choose be
twoen dying of malaria and going down fighting. We
choso the fatter .,

The rest s history, Blanco also expands upon much
of the background behind the Indian moviement,

"It v somewhat paradoxical, but my tiyta (father)
did not Iike 1o use the word Indis becouse it i the
whip that the mnstizos use to beat us, and for that
resson amonyg oursalves we say ryng. He was certainly
astonished when | csed the term “Indisn™, | tell him
yes, that s precisely the whip, the whip we have
wrenched from the landlord’s hands 1o brandish before
his vory eyes. The simple act of axhalting something
Indian i3 already revolutionary, It means showing the
world, and the Indisn himself, that Indians are peopie
sfthough they don‘t want 1o believe it,"”

The cultural and spiritual aspects of the struggle be-
coma Important in Peru just s It did in rocent yéars in
North Amarics, Blanoo reports,

“The huayno (a highland Indian song type) the quwias
(flute), the Quechus language, the poncho, the legends,
the customs — simply by showing them with pride is
alrvady to fight, is already to shout the war ery. |t
thows tiw Indian himself and it shows evervone we are
a people with a personality and that we have the in-
tention of seeing that this personality is mpected.”

8lanco is critical of liberal do-good efforty and the
double standards of justics,

“"During faminas, the gringos (they are 10 nice!] some-
times send us as charity maize and powdered ‘'milk’

.« . I don't ask that they distribute that charity to us;
| ask that they return to us what is ours, so that there
will be no famines, It was my first cousin, Zenon
Galdos, who asked them to distrlbute it it cost him
dearly — for asking thit, Senor Araujo, the mayor of
Huanoquite, shot him deasd with one bullet. Senor
Araujo was not arrested; he (s fram a good family. | .
These things do not constitute crimes in Peru; to
oppose them, however, doss constitute an unpardon-
shle crime; to abolish this state of affairs is an sven
greater crime,”

Blanco was in Chile whon the recent coup took place,
with the subsequent executions of foreign political
refugees, He took rofuge in the Swedish Embassy, and
was spirited safely out of the country, Many of his
friends did not make it. Hundrads of othars who also
tried to reach safety in the Mexican Embassy perished

Sweden’s prestigious daily paper, Dagenis Nyheter,
noted Blanco's arrival in Mexico City. “The Peruvian
peasant leader Hugo Blanco is tired and grim, hut un-
broken, aven though he is on the run, this time from
Chiln.”" Perhaps ther will be other books in the future
that will spesk to native peopies all over the narth.

T e e et e i Y.
(We are grateful to Ben Muneta for this ook raview
done for Indigena for publication in AKWESASNE
NOTES.
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americanism
s the answer
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(Thix article & by Dr. Jack D. Forbes, one of the
founders of D-Q University, & joint Chicano/Indian
place of higher education and co-publisher of
AKWESASNE NOTES, Dr. Forbes iz a professor at
the University of Callfornia st Daviy, and'we are
grateful to him for this sssay.)

AMERICANISM IS THE ANSWER

The United States, and the rest of America, both north
ard wouth, are being destroyed. The land is being
ripped open and laft unhealed. The forests are being
decimated or tumed into actificial “'tree-farmys'’. The
rivers, lakes, and ocean shocen are being polluted, The
ssphaltconcrate-and-plastic jungles of overseas Euro-
paan culture are being extended constantly, leaving
behind decaying ruins filled with the rejected sectors
of human sociaty.

The destruction of the American esarth and its animal
and plant children is sccompanied by the dastruction
and corruption of human beings, a corruption high-
lighted by the $2.5-billion ""pornography” Industry in
the United States, the crisis of Watergate {with all the
little Watergates both exposed and unexposed) and the
continued campaign to liquidate native American to
bal groups from Patagonia 1o Alaska. It l accompan
ied by the continued exploitation of poor people”
pverywhere, the existence of deep-seated racism and
ethnic and class chauvinism, the largely obscene and
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shallow nat 1 U.S, relevision and motion pic
ture indust Jrrors of the “illegal"' Viemam,
Cambodis, s Lavs wary, and the growing costs of
maintaining lhwerally millions of persons in prisons,
mental institutions, “sanitaniums,” *“old people's
homes," and coeraive “‘schools.”

Most people m aware that the yarious socistiex of
“the Americas" m tremendous social ills but
fow Overseas Eu are willing or able to come
to grips with the basic cause of the continent's evils,

To gain some idea of the nature of America's prob-
lems, let us review some of the undesirabje cultural
characteristics brought to North America™ from
Europe or developed here by Europeans:

{1} authoritarian-despotic political systerms with
highly organized bureaucracies and police or ather
control mechanisms,

(2) authoritarian-conformist religious cults with
active programs for suppressing, forcible converting, or
killing non-conformists and non-followers,

(3) colonlal-imperialistic systems designed to con-
quer, control, and exploit other pecples,

4) nodom(ohhcbu:‘dlpuv)nymddnhdnuo!
human beings (*“original sin™ ste

(5) a notion that trees, plants, animals, and all non-
human forms of life are not possessad of any rights,

do not possess “‘souls,” and can be killed, exploited,
experimented with, disposed of, ete,, at will.

(6) a notion that human beings belonging to a dif-
ferent nationality can be conquered, enslaved, forcibly
converted to a new religion, exploited, punished for
their beliefs, etc., without incurring any spiritual or
secular unless their culture and/or religion
makes very similiar to ona's own nationality (and
even then only slight deviations can load to “justified”
killings, conquest, stc.)

(7) a notion that the earth, trees, animals, minerals,
and even persons can be “owned’ by another creature
(usually at first the king or the State which in tum
grants ownership rights to privileged “subjects’),

{8) a notion that laws of rules can be adopted
which artificially make it possible for one group or
class to enhance its wealth or power at the expanse of
others {eg., laws of contrace, land grants, slavery
codes, laws prohibiting the testimony by blacks or
natives against whites, laws granting corparation
owners immunity from legal attions, ste.)

(9) the entire pimp-prostitution industry.

(10) notions of the inferiority of women.

(11} etime, including large-scake “‘organized”
rackets, crminal alliance systemas, bribery, corruption,
ne.

(12) distilled Alnohouc bevsrages with high aleohol
pontent.

(13) the use of deuys (oplates, cocaine, ete, ) in the
modern drug teaffic, that & as non-religious escapist
devices,

(14) the notons of the sinfulness of sexual activi-
ties and of the evil of the naked or partially-naked
human body, and concurrently, sex crimos, porno
graphy, vexual sadiom, perverzion, ete,

(15) the tradition that local government Is to be
dominated by the wealthiest persons in the area and is
to be used to maintain & syvtem of inequality or even
to snhance that system.

{16) the notion that the ethical/behayorial teach-
ings of a religious cult can b ignored provided that
formalistic rituals are obsarved (such as confassion,
attending church, outward conformity, pious sloganry
3 la Billy Grabam, etc,)

(17) ranking people’s warth on the basiz of material

ions, and ranking @ culture’s woeth on its con-
spicuous use of material goods (that ix, the bigger the
buildings, the botter the culturs.)

(18) glorification of empire- buﬂqu and of such
“heroas” as Alexander “'the Graat”, Henry VI, De-
Sato, Coronado, Cortez, Lasalle, ofe.

(19) the approval of the use of Machiavelliun tach-
niques (lying, deceit, strategam, dupudty. ote,) in
dealing with other ethnie groups, or in the accumula-
tion of wealth,

(20) the glorification of those who exploited other
people or who lived off of the labor of other pecple,
such as slave-owners ke Washington, Jefferson, etc.,
or stealers of land and chaats such as Jobn Smith, the
Pilgtim “'fathers,” Dutch loaders in New York, stc.

(21) the development of the most intensive and
brutalizing system of human slavery ever implementad
prior to Naxl Germany.

(22) the development of organized campaigns of
phyyical genocide directed against whole peoples (as in
California against native Americans, leading (o an B4%
decline in the American population in twenty to thir
ty years.)

(23) the introduction of cruel sports involving ani-
mais, such as cock fights, bull and bear fights, dog
fights, greyhound racing, fox hunting, bull fighting,
eto., along with commercialized gambling.

(24) the daveiopment of modical and other experni-
mentation on living creatures involving the inflicting
of pain and even terribie deaths without any morat re-
more, and even the experimentation with human
beings {ranging from socio-psychological manipulation
and Invasions of peivacy to actual surgical or medical
expeérimeanuation ).

{25) the developtment of entire industries devoted
to the finding of ways to kill or muim the greatest
potsible number of human beings (of other creatures
inchuding trees and plants) with the least possible ethi-
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cal or moral involyvement of any individual killer, and
the actual killing of millions of persons by such “re-
mote control’ means, as well as the death of untold
millions of trees, plants, and other animals,

(26) the development of entire industries devoted
to the perfection of mechanical devices suitable for
spying on and coatrolling the behavior of human be-
ings, as well as actual spying and surveillance,

(27) the development of pyvchological and even
Ksy ways for controlling and regulating

uman behavior, ranging from mass pzopaganda o
bohavoml-d\angn educational programs for “non-
conforming” children to the use of tranquilizing

to actual brain surgery,

8) the development of mamive welfare programs
for the rich {subsidies, tax sxemptions, “depreciation’’,
government coatracts, etc.) and demeaning programs
for the poor,

One could, of course, go on and on. Virtually avery
major problem faced in North America today, virtual
ly every kind of unethical behavior, and virtually every
threat to individual dignity, freedom, and self-develop-
ment has a European or Overseas European origin.

Is this 2 mere matter of chance? s it just fortuitous,
or is it the result of certain basic characteristics of
European culture?

First, though, before answering these questions, it is
necessary 10 make sevaral general comments

Native American societies were not always perfect, and
did not live up to their ideals in every case, Likewise,
there were oertain native societies where digtinctions
based upon parentage made a difference, where lead-
ers appear to have possessed considerable arbitrary
puthority, etc, But in these cases, we are dealing with
exceptions to the gensral rule. (In this connection,

it Is worth pointing out that Eoropean schalars ordi-
narily seem to rank highest those American socioties
with the greatest tendencies towards authoritarian poli-
tics and towards social stratification, )

It shouid be noted that there were certain sctors

of BEurops (Svdumhnd northern Scotland, northern
Scandinavia, and in many peazsnt communities) wheta
resistance againgt suthonitarian-machiavellian tenden.
ties was apparent during various time periods. These
traditions, which we might term tribal-egalitazian-
communalistic, kave been important locally In Euro-
pean history, but they have often peoven to be of lewm
significance among Overseaz Europeans, The latter, in
thair role as “colonists'’, frequently have become op-
pressors of native populations, and have been cormip-
ted by nuthoritarian-machiaveilian tendencies in spite
of bemng of peasant or oppressed ovigin themselvos

European “vivilization' has produced many fruits in
the last 500 yesars, including the death of perhaps 30
million native Americans (or more), the enslavement
and death of tens of millions of Black Africans, ths
death of millions of Europeans, Asians, Africans, and
Amearicans in imperialistic wars, the forced impoverish-
ment and proletarianization of millions of ax-peasants,
the rise of such beastly systems as that of Nazi Ger-
many, Fasclst Italy, et., the development of numer-
ous messianic “know-it-all” cults such as many Chris
tian denominations, communist parties, fascist parties,
etc,, the planned genocide directed against 50 million
Jews, Poles, Gypsies, and 5o on, the perfection of
totalitarian societies, the development of mass-murder
forms of warfare, ete.

Of course, it might be argued that German Narism,
Russian Staliniem, Spanish-ltalian-Huangarian- Rumanian-
Croatian-Bulgarian fascism, Greek dictatorship, and so
on, can be counterbalanced by British-Scandinavian-
French-Duich tendencies of a somewhat different na-
ture. But the record of the British in India, the
French in Syria, Indo-china, and Algeria; the Dutch

in Indonesia, and the Scandinavians in their own Bal
tic struggles (and in the suppression of Lapp and Inuft
cultures) is not all that enviable,

In any event, the European legacy of the past 500
years Is, at best, a rather tamished one (unless one
does indeed believe in fascien Imperatism, social stra-
:!i‘!,icatioa. and exploitation, a3 many peapile clearly

S|

The bad record of Europeans (and of others who
adopt machiavelllan-axploitative ethics) ks not simply

a matter of chance. Focusing on Overseas Europeans
in America (Anglo-Canadians, whites in the US| ruling
European elites in "Latin'' Amedca, ete.) we discus
certain basic cultural tendencies which are inevitably
disastrous (in terms of traditional Native American
values, at least.)

From the jungle of the Amazon to the Arctic, the
earth and its forests are being ripped apart to provids
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coal, ofl, timber, iron, copper, eto., to maintain "'a
high standard of living" and military power for Over-
seas Europeans. Some people have argued, from
within the European tradition, that “we don't have to
worry "' because it will soon become “practical” (that
is, of dollar value) to save the land, the oceans, and
the air |or 1o escape to other planets via space travel).
Unfortunately, such a pragmatic approach to-ecology
will never work (or at lsdst, not in time, because other
equally “‘pragmatic™ arguments will always be available
to support cantinued exploitation.

For example, the “‘energy crisiy' iy already undoing
much of the "ecology" work of the 1960s. New sreay
in Arizona, Wyoming, Montana, Alagka, Brazil, Colom-
bia, Venezuels, and 50 on, are being destroyed already
in order to provide coal, gas, etc., to overdaveloped
white cities. The "energy crisis” will be affectively
used not only to endanger the environment further,
aut to rob native tribes of their remaining lands and
ves,

The basic reason why Overseas Europeans will continue
to destroy America ks because their athical.value re-
ligious system {8 of such & nature that it encourages,
approves of, and justifies such explottation.  For in-
stance, animals and trees have no rights (unless they
are “pets” and then vory few) Therefore, the fact
that an area ls 3 home for deer, wolves, seals, birds,
or certain plants is of Ko significance as & barrier to
invaxion, Deer have no '‘right” to a2 home. They will
have a home only if it is conveniant or provides "re-
creation™ for White deer hunters,

Secondly, non-whites and poor people have no inher
ent rights. "indians’" will not be “allowed to sit on™
mineral depesits, The Canadian, U.S), and other gov-
ermments will use bribery, intimidation, or evén masks
murder (a3 in Brazil) to remove Amencans who choose
1o try to preserve land in its “natural" state. Even
rural whites who are poor {as in Appalachia) cannot
resist the legal” power of the big coal operators,
Therefore, the fact that a given area is “home’ o a
gtoup of humans will prove to be no barrier, unless
they balong to the wealthy powerful soctor of the
population (in which case, though, they will put in
the oil wells and move somewhaere sl to live.)

By and large, the Overseas Edropean cannot help being
what he is. He iz "culture-bound.” His culturm tells
him in the main that it is all right to defraud the
weak, it is all right to kill animals or trees without
remorse, and that it is a postive good to acquire
wealth and to “get ahead" by any means "“legitimized™
by a legal system developed by wealth scquirers

Now somae readers may disagree. For them, | would
suggest a little reading in books such as Harmon's

U.S. Indian Policy to 1850; Gibson's The Kickapoos,
Debo's And the Waters Still Run, Cahn's Qur Brothery'
Keepers, and current issues of penodicals such as
Akwasasne Notes and Wassajs, In these welldocu-
mented sources, one can read of an unbending and
overwhelming rule: Native Amencans connot exist

in even relative peace unless they live on absolutely
worthless land (remote from any highway route,
railroad route, damsite, potential “national monument
ot tourist attraction ) If they have anything of value,
(agricultural land, graxing land, water, minerals, or
even products desired by tourists) they will be des-
cended upon by lester or greater flood of European
exploiters, lawyers, fast-buck artists, government
agents, and assorted other crooks who will beibe,
{ntimidate, bully, high-pressure, steal, and even kil In
order 10 drain every last drop of wealth away,

The only people of American descent who can retain
any wealth or who can"'win” are those whom the
European missionaries and government schools have
wucceeded in Europeanizing sufficiently so that they
are also crooked, deceitful, avanicious, tricky, suspic
lous, and/or selfish.

So the “Indians” who ead up with “wealth" in Okla-
homa and elsewhare are, in (act, jum like whites. For
practical purposes, since they are so Europeanized, we
can regard tham as being part of the Oversess Euro-
pean population, even though they may have some
Amenican ancestry.  (This also applies to many Blacks
and Chicanos who are Europeanized enough to exploit
their own peopls, crave after wealth, etc)

The get-rich, fast-buck thinking of the Watergators is
not On' the contrary, a little research will
show that it is the dominant theme in US. and Cana
dian towards Amaricans. It has also been a
dominant theme in the exploitation of Afro-Ameri-
cans. Asian “voolies, Filipinos, Polynesians, Puerto
Ricans and other non-European peoples. Even Euro-
peans lacking in wealth and power, such as rural poor
whites or newly-arrived immigrants bave been frequent
victime of the same cultural tendencies, until they
themselves become corrupt enough to learn how to
“survive'’ in the Overseas European world, Thus some
Sicilisns join the Mafia, some Irish become crooked
cops and politicians, some Chinese and Jews learn to
operate sweatshops, and 50 on, as the different immi-
grant groups learn to survive in Europeanized North
America.

AKWESASNE NOTES

In order to have a non-exploftative yociety, and in
order to save this land from destruction, the worst
tendencies of European overseas culture must be aban-
doned. These characteristios include:

(1) the messianic mania — the desire 1o force or
high-pressure other people into conforming to the
views of some “‘religious’ or palitical-secular cult.

{2) the extreme arrogance and chatvinism of Over-
seas Europeans, closely related to the above, and pos
setsed by almost all sectors of the European popula-
tion, including especially college profewsors, scientisty,
techniciany, bursaucrats; functionaries, school-teachats,
business exscutives, ete,

{(3) the idea that human beings and other living
things, including the earth, can be used as means with.
out ragard to the rights and dignity of individual by
muans, animals, plants, etc,

{4) the idea that any human hax the right 1o live
off of the labor of another human, or off of the lives
of non-humans.

(5) the ides that any human can “own'' another
living creature, or can “own' the sarth, the sky, the
waters, or any natural thing,

_ (6) the idea that slogans of religious or sthical
piety can actually replace day-to-day ethical living.
X nb)l:h. :ln that lh?o whao coatrol wealth should

able to determine what is printed, what i
and what is heard, e v

{8) the idea that the state has a right to know and
coatrol what its citizens are thinking, saying, and do-
ing in their private lives.

(9) the notion that material wealth and a “high
standard of living" is the most important goal of
human activity,

There may be other characteristics which need to be
abandoned, but the above list should be enough to
illustrate the depths of change required. '

It should be pointed out that Europeanist reform and
rovolutionary movements have alwayy failed precisaly
because they were Europeanist in culture. For ex-
ample, communists are no better than Capitalists,
Liberaly are no better than Conservatives, and 5o on,
All such movemeants have either failed to alter the
basic problems of European societies or have actually
made them worse,

All one has to do to realize the ali-pervading corrup-
tion of the European heritage is to read the holier
than-thou gobhledegook of Stalinist, Macist, and
Trotyskyite communist in the United
Staws, It is really fMrightening, because one senses
clearly that these people are just lika their capitalistic
counterpirts — just as self-centered, just as intolevant,
just az messianic, just as authoritarian, just as lacking
in spiritual and humanistic valuses, and just as material-
istic.

Fortunately, the European heritage Is not totally evil,
and not all persony of European beritage are equally
immersed in the dominant characteristics of the tia-
dition, Two main weams of influence bave hélped to
keep alive and nurture a “minordty "™ rendency in
Europeanism. First theto iz the old tribal/peasant
hovitage of Europe (still not absolutely corrupted even
today,) Second, since 1492, European thinking has
been influenced by the knowledye of alterhative social
religious systems found in Amarica, in Africs, in Asia,
and the Pacific. With the writings of Rousseau,
Voluaire, and many other later writers, we might sug
gest that the traditional folk of parts of
Eurcpe became viable again when merged with the
actual knowledge that there were functioning demo-
cratic/communalistic societies in the world, and also
religious systems which tolerated or even encouraged
individual freedom,

European “Liberalism” and modern democratic ideals,
we might zugoest, werse born In a native Amesican
wigwam because it was ondy n America (so far as
most Europeans of the 15005 to 1700« knew) that any
truly free human societies actually existed. (But af
course, the intellectual-behavioral influence of “Indi-
ans'' upon Winh E:lmt always denied as a
cardinal act o ropean superiority. |See
orticle following on this topic. | - ‘

ks f o ienpedingbsson Mok il
remains that many Europeans reject
all or part of the dominant European heritage and
have embraced democratic-folkish-communalistic.
humanistic-conservationistic tendencies.
Some persons of European descent have become
Americanived and are, therefore, European-Americans
oc even (Americans) rather than Overseas Europeans.
Overseas Euro are persons who have refused 1o
become Am od, who refuse to become “nativ-
fzed." Their ideological, spiritual, historical and
yenoslogical home romains Europe. Their complote
loyalties remain with their Overseas European nation-
ality, and with it coloniilist culture, They are colo-
nists still, in every semse of the word. As long as they
remain colonists, they will cantinue to write and use
the kind of history textbooks which are now in
vogue, textbooks whare everything begins in Europe
and where the history of Overseas Europeans is the
central or only thems, ‘

In any case, the presence of “‘non-conformist” Euro.
peans makes it possible 1o hope that Americanism can
bacome a viable foroe in American life.
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What Is Americanism? It can be nothing other than
the Ideals and baglc charagteristics of those societies
which have been evolving in America for at Jeast
40,000 years. We can perhaps wpeak of "European
Amercan", “ Afro-American’’ and * Asian-American”
cultures, but when we use te term Ametican without
any hyphen or qualifiers, it must, in all logic, apply to
the native people of this land, Clearly, the white
people of thé United States have no night 1o use the
term to mefer to themselves, both because they are
latecomers, and also because the peoples of the rest
of the continent aro at least equally “American."

It would be absurd to suggest that the
"non-Irigh"” because English-speaking invaders occu-
pied or dominated a good part of the

land (Eire) The Irish remain Irish, and the late

comers are properly either Anglo-irish, Scotch-lrish,
English, or British. Cerrainly, the core of "‘lrighism™
consists in the Native Irigh heritage (even though
Bave been in Ireland extonsively since the 1200
Similarly, the core of Americanism must relate to the
people who have lived on this land for so many untold
hossands of .

In any event, like it or not, Americaniam to me means
40,000 years of Americanism, that is, the native way
of this Jand. This does not mean that African, Asian,
Polynesian, and European Influences cannot become a
part of the Amercan Way, but it does mean that they
must be harmonious with, or complementary to, the

basic values of Americanism.

It must also be stressed that when 1 speak of Ameri-
canism, | am not necessarily referring to kinds of
dwellings, modes of transportation, styles of clothing,
or forms of cookingware. These things are siperficial,
matarial characteristics which seldom, if aver, have to
do with the basic elan or spirit of a cultural tradition.

At its heart, Americanism it a way of thinking about
the Universe, and a resultant way of living. The es
=nce of the native viewpoint can be summed up in
the words of White Buffalo Woman, when she myuter-
iously appeared to the Sioux people:
“All of this [creation| is sacred, and 5o do not
forget. Every dawn as it comes is 3 holy event
and avary day v holy event, and every day is
holy, for the light comes from your Father

{continued on next page)
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{cantinued from previous page)

Wakan-Tanka; and also you must always remem-
ber that the two-leggeds and all the other peo-
ples who stand this earth are sacred and
should be treated as such,”

~ Black Elk in The Sacred Pipe by J.E, Srown

The same thoughts are cartied forward by Black Elk
In his autobiography:

"It is the story of all lifs that is holy and is
good to tell, and of us t sharing In it
with the four-leggeds and the wings of the air
and all green things, for these are children of one
rriother and their father s one Spirit . . . Is not
the sky a father and the earth a mother, and are
not all living thingy with feet or wings or roots
their children”

~ Blick Elk In Black Ktk Spesks by Sohn Neihardt

In a prayer, Black Elk says:

Grandfather, Great Spirit, you have been always,
and before you no one has been, Thers is no
other one o pray to but you. You yourself,
everything that you see, every has been
made by you. The star nations all over the uni-
verse you have finished. Geandfather, Great
Spirit. lean close to the earth that yout may hear
the voice I send.  You towards where the sun
goes down, bshold me; Thunder Beings, behold
me! You whery the White Giant lives in power,
beliold me! You where the sun shines continu.
ally, whence come the day-break star and the
day, behold me! You where the summar lives,
behold me! You in the depths of the heavens,
an sagle of power, behold! And you Mother
Earth, the only Mother, you who have shown
mercy to your children!

Hear me, four quarters of the world — a relative
[ am! Give me the strength to walk the soft
varth, a relative to all that is! Give me the syes
10 see and the strength to understand, that |
may be like you, With your power only zan I
face the winds,

Great Spirit, Great Spirit, my Grandfather, ail
over the earth the faces of living things are alike.
With tenderness have these come out of the
ground. 'Look upon these faces of children
without number and with children in their arms,
that they may faoe the winds and walk the good
road to the day of quiet. ™

This is my + hear me! Tho voice | have
sent ix wedk, yot with earnestness | have sent it
Hear me!

It is finished. ’:m.'dﬁ! ) 4

or be destroyed, it will be
by desire, by the lust of pleasure and self-gratifi-
cation, by greed for the gresu frog skin [maney ]
by pecple who are mindful only of their own
wolf, forgetting about the wantz of othem . . .

We Indians hold the pipe of peace, but the white
man’s religious book speaks of war, and wo have
stood by while the white man y I
proved the world, Now we Indians must show
how to live with our brothers, not use them,
kil theen ar maim them, With this pipe, which

part of uz, we shall be praying for
peace, peace in Vietnam and in our own coun-
try. We Indians say “our country” because it ix
still ours, even if all other races are now in
physical possession of it, for land does not be-
g to any single man, bat to all people and to

i

also know that, being a living part of the earth,
of her without hurtin

-~ Lame Deer, in Lame Deer: Svoker of Vidons

These Ideas, and others like them, constitute the core
of Americanism. They may seom simple, but their
implications are profound. For example, how must we
try to live if it Is true that all living creatures are rela-
mm«mwmuwchndm' of the same

To understand fully the above, we should keep in
mind that Europeanisn teaches us that living creatures
are at war with sach othey, are competitors and ene-
mies. Even humans are rivals of each other, and ali
humans are supposed to struggle “against” nature,
Non-humans are mere “servants” of man, not brothers
and sisters. Upon these te are basad not only
actual Europeanist behavior, but als many tsachings
in biology and pyychology etc.
[Around each Overseas European community, note
the resultant atrocities: orchards u ted by bull-
dozers, because they are not “p ble” to their
“owners'’; cattle penned for fattening '‘efficiency™
without regard to the rights of all living things;
make your own list,
Juan, the Yaqul teacher sayy:

“But we must be on good terms with all the

living things of the warld. This is the reavon

why we must talk to plants we are about to kill

and apologize for hurting them, the same thing

must be done with the animals we are going to

hunt."

— Carfos Castaneda, 10 A Separate Reality

Of course, Europeans can readily comply with Juan's
teachings. They can simply set up 3 tape-recording
which can be played over and over again to each
group of animals as they are slaughtered: '‘We are
SOTTY; We are socry; we are sorry |, . . (Here, of
course, ! am making reference to modern European
culture's ability to carrupt and distort almost any
beautiful idea go that it comes 1o reflect almost it
axact opposits.)

The truth s that European culture takas for granted
the murder and exploitation of living creatures in de-
grading and “dehumanizing™ (deanimalizing) ways.
Native Amaerican farmers treat planty in an individual
caring way, Many European peasants used to do this
also. But now machines plant and ‘harvest’ crops
Actually «they don't “harvest them" at all, as
machines wastefully murder whole fizids of ectly
good tomato plants to cheaply acquire “hard-skinned’
romatoes for market. Innumerable ripe, overripe, and
underripe tomatoes and the plants themselves are sim-
ply left to rot and be ploughed into the ground.

EARLY SPRING, 1973

Is all of this necessary? No. But if we altered our
methods of dealing with plants and animals, we would
inevitably cause a sevore crisis in white society,
society cannot exist as it does without the impersonal,
unaethical exploitation of their living forms.

Most significantly of all, the treatment of plants and

animals in modern Overseas European and European

cultures is closely relsted to the treatment of humans
Which camo first: the mistreatment of humans or of

non-humans? Perhaps it doesn't matter, but they do

seerm to run hand in hand.

Of course, | can see the reaction of the Ehrlich-
mang of this ! How stupid! Anyone who wor.
ries about plants and animals s a “kook", Anyone
who worries about humans is a “commie." Anyone
who worries about honesty and ethicy is & “fool" Al
legedly, Sargent Shriver used to have a sign in his
WAMom‘,uC., office which read, “Nice Guys

Finish Last

And this is a real clue to the core of Europeanism.
“Nice Guys Finish Last” in what race? Who are you
getting “ahead" of if you “get ahsad"? There are no
brothers and sisters in the world of the Ehelichmangy,
and Shrivers, only a desperate competitive race to ac
quire transient woalth and power, a mate in which all
other creatures are sither allies (on your side), fodder
(to be used and discarded ), or enemies (to be beaten.)

In Americaniom, there is no caompetition and no ex:
ploitation, since we must respect the dignity and in-
dividuality of all other creatures, If one is able to run
fifty miles and another is able to run thirty miles,
that does not mean that the fifty-miler has “beaten”
the thirty miler, or competed against him, Both are
simply seeking to give expression to the power of
their lungs, legs, chests, and whole bodias. Since al)
men are built differently, each has 4 different poten
tial for foot-running, Nc one can run farther than he
can run. It is no diggrace to run only as far as you
can run. It is no victory to run as far as you can run,

Respecting the dignity of other living créstures means
also that we must respect children, Native children

are free pecple, with a right 1o seek their own destiny.
European chikiren are empty receptacies to be filled
with their parents’ notions, or made {0 be molded by
coercive schoo!s. There is no better way to understand
the differences oxisting between Americanism and
Europeanism than 1o contrast attitudes toward child.
development. (The white says, “I'm going to ‘rajse-up’
or 'bring up' a child." The native view is moro like,
“I'm going to live with & child.* )

The Catholic, the Lutheran, the Seventh-Day Adven-
tist and the Morman all ssek to pour into the child's
mind so much indoctrination that the child will always
be a Catholic, a Lutheran, an Adventist, o & Mormon.
Real “freedom of choice' is never 1o be his Ameri-
canigm, on the other hand, never prassures a child.

He is free to participate or not to participate, to join
or 1ot to join; 1o leamn or not to leam, as he sees fit,
Ovwer and over again one reads of natives who were
willing 1o have theit children go to white missionary
ot other schools (if they were willing) in order to
Jearn enough to be able to decide which way they
wanted to live. How many whites does one read of
who ever gave their children such an opportunity?

Americanism is not an easy way. [t demands the ul
timate courage, the courage 10 turn ona's back upon
the falsa idols of materisliam, greed, arrogance, and
bigotry. It demands the oourage to got 10 know the
Craator, our mother, the Eurth and our brothers and
gisters. It demands that we face ourselvas, cur own
weaknesses, and our imminent death as living creatures
It demands & grest deal — but it alwo offers the ulti
mate reward: only by adopting the American Way,
or one closely resambling it, can we sve this sarth
from the hozors of Nazism and the destruction of all
that is beautiful,

/]

~ Jack D, Forbes
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e American “Indian & The Revolution of “European e

(The previous article by Jack Forbes discusses some of
the inadequovies of European culture in being ably to
maintain life for future genesations. This article shows
that some of the features u{ Exropean life which are
mast desirable came from North American influsnce,
It is well known thot the froquoi form of government
had a profound influence on the “Founding Fathers"
of the United States of America, It is perhaps lees
known, but easly documented, that knowledge of
lroquois socioly hod a deep effect upon Frederick
Engels, whose writings on the subject strongly influ.
enced Korl Marx, whose theories are utilized by Russia
and China ond many other nations, Gertrude Hafner,
a German professor and friend of native causes, hay
written thu historical anolysis of the effect of Amer.
can thinking in the n of Modern Socialism. Hope
fully, knowing that Indian life and philosophy hax s0
affected many peoples of the world, native peoples of
today will perhaps consider letting it affect tho direc-
tion of thewr own lives)

Gilbert Chinard wrote in 1911:

“Thanks to Columbus’ discoveries, one had i
that nations even without the kno of ci
were living in ++ « that the ‘Golden Age' had
pot vanished entirely from the face of the earth, that
there were nations . . . without king, religion, or lawx,
v « « which ly were mn ; For a
long time, one hesitated to admit facts which shake
nlpoﬂiedu‘-oddcoo«&::&:mpo.ydmm
recognize chearly and moce y that special destrue.
tive ident one can follow its noiseless und
course up o the day when by Roussesn and the
French Revolution it became the co-founder of
modern anarchy.”

There are 4 number of treatises in French and English
langanges which prove that already the exrliest reports
uhout the American Aborigines started to shake the
Western social order as soon #s they reached Europe.

.

The judgments which conguerars, exploress, and
missionaries pronoanced about the Amesicun ations
were different indeed, bul fundamentally, they had a
smgulier ¢ffect on umated and clrious l'".mu'q\rmm
l'nruml-u- might declare the 'Indios” of the West
“ledies” the best and most amisbile people in the
world; Gomara on the contrary might assure that Lod
had hit the nations of the Americas with the plague
of Spanish conguest an punishment lor their siea. Bl
bath statemventn oltvmately touched the same facts —
hete were poophe fiving without judges, without kings
withont property. While one nTurln-r rorsidered 14
a virtue which vould be clevated 2« a model for we,
the other expresed a condemnation jodgmemt,

However, the poety and writers m whosa hands was
the popularizing of the nows from the New Warld werr
peeparng the Europeans of the Henaissance for 2 re
verzal of all moral and social concopta,

Ihe Freaoh poot, Pierre de Ronsard (1325-1685), for
mwtanee, aserted that he himself would life like ‘these
happy people’, boldly and in complete freedom, if
unry e could, And Michel de Montaigne (15355:1599)
in an esay stated that the Indian social structures
were superioe to the social-philosophical sketches of
the clasical antiquity,

de Montaigne suggested that a native Brazilian, visiti
Charles X, might note that in France “half the pool;:h!
enjoy all comforts, while the other half is begging in
front of their doors. He could not und why
this half would not kill the other half
and burn their 5

The Empire of the Incas attained o high degree of at
tention of the sogial eritien. This socialistic monasehy
became known through its historian, Garcia Laso de la
Vegs, h'.gm umom m’lt"h"ilﬁ) being teansdated
into all Exropesn sges. The Incan empire as o
model state and it downfall as a historic d::um, fur
niahed substance for mmnw lay= and the
much-read novel by J.F. untel, Les Incos (1777).
Marmontel used his novel o revive the state of the

Inca in its most ing {form, and a a treatise

against the intolerance in matters of faith. He could
not find & more dreadful example thunthe Inquinition
in Spuin and the simultancous appearance of the Chris-
tian EM in Peru, who oxtended the Inquisition to
‘ht f w WUH'~

The effect of Noeth American life upon the thinking of
Europe increased when France began to establish her
sell in North America, While the seaman Cartier stall
pitied the Indians of the St. Lawrence River and stated
that they are helplessly deliyored up to hunger and the
rigors of the I\m'v’ winters, not a hundeed yeurs later
the widely traveled advocnte Lescochot admired their
stoie resoluteness Lo boar such hardships with dignity.
b hin History of New France (1605 and 1617) ﬁ:‘
drew systematic comtparisons hetween the Nations of
Canada and the Nations of clossical antiquity, includ-
ing Greece aml Home

The Jesait padee Lafitau topped this comparson with
Maeurs des Saurages amoricains cCOmpaross Suy mors
ides premierss temps (1724), Lafitsy advocated the
opinion that a kind of original religion had specad over
the whole carth in the oldest times, hut had degener-
ated over the yours. The American Natives, be said,
ure the last keepers of this natural religion, which,
older than Moses and even the Flood, had been given
to the People directly by God

Another Jesuit, Pere Buffier. who wias not o mission-
ary himself, 100k ap the missionary roports und pro-
cemed them into a troutize (1723). He'drew up a
moral code similar to the one done by Rouseau in

Le contract social in a later yeur. Buffier too hold the
opinion that every human being bad the right to de-
muand that maximum of happiness which he was en.
titled to in a just society. Obviously, the American
nations of native peoples lived after this natural humn
demand by free agreement.  To have morality, he ssid,
one doee not necessarily have to have o divine mani-
festation, but only the reason of the natural religion.

Buffier might alia have read the memoirs of Lahontan
who already three decades before in Nouveaus Voy.
nges de M. le baron Lahonton dons I'A ue yepten-
trioaate (1703) granted much coverage to the prase of
reason in the geniun “savages”. (Savages litorally means
the people of the forests.) Lahontan praised the hi
power of judigment of the native peoples, who told him
that mun should nevee do without reason, broause
reson in his most noble gpft.

He developed this thought in the second part of hi=
travel-memoirs in the Literary fashion of the day by
writing o dislogoe of a European of the time of Lod-
wig XTIV with & “sauvage do bon sens qui a voyage™
(0 common-sensed person fartraveled in the mlcf:-
ness ) The most decisive staterent of this dinlogue
fumished Chief Adario with an gwﬂunin to make
the sharpest socil eriticim which one could imagine
at that tine.

It consisted of three parts. eriticising religon, the lew,
and the idea of property. The author defends these
mtublishment=, while Adario attacks them.  He mokes
a devastating criticisin, shaking the hasic strongholds
ol the mmf ofder then existing in Franck.

At the end, Adario gives a picture of a perfeet social
order an it existed among :L Hurons, becanse ‘those
are the people where the natural right in its entire per
fection s o be Tound . . " The Dlustestion on the
front page of the document shows 3 Huron, treading
the royal scepler and statate hooks under hin fool,
with the words, "ot leges of seeptrn terit",

L Arlequin Sauvvaey, the rebellions theatze-nlay by
Drevetiore Delisle, which was performed in 1721 for
thy fiest titne and thermafter frequently, was secu on
Fronch and Endinh stages, hs as ite bhero o Hiroo
who wan displaced to Franoe - it owed its origin ol
viously to Labontan and Adario, Also, Ronssean had
soen the phay in his youth,

. "“'"l"“

A\
1\ ":‘..' [ '
A\\W
Ml

EARLY SPRING, 1974

-y S :
A Ay & 4.0

Culture

Roussoan's idess and his mnm-m‘r on the outheeak of
the French Revolution are Avellknown. The French
Revolution, of coune, was & prolude to all other soci-
al upheavals down to our own time. Howssean dis-
tinguished botween the hypothetical man of nature we
wll do descend from, and l‘lr progressnd condition of
the native people of his time, which to bim was the
maont happy and durable epoch of mankind — the best
kind of humanity,

In England, therm were also informants shout the peo-
ple of the ‘New World", Walter Raleigh (1590), )
dmixon (1708), 1. Lawson (1714), Cadwalader Col-
den (1747) on the Iroquois, |, Carver (1778), ote

By them, the English-speaking world leamed about the
Indian character, religion, upbringing, and social onder
from thelr own people.  As the colonization of the
English pushed rmud ta contend with France for
Noeth America, and a8 the English gained more and
more i:mfhl into the organization of the lroquois
Leagie, the words "Nature', 'Readoa” and “Liberty'
beomme the mote froguent in the reports.

Colden wrote that the Five Nations of the Iroquois
had such an absolute conception of liberty that they
did not tolerate any kind of supremacy.

Burke lz :mh in 1758: “hm in the hlleld ex-
tent ix the darling possession o Americans | mean-
:? the native peoples]. To Liberty, they would sac-
in the sense of v too.”

Adair (1775) found social equality the most important
motive lor their love for thew own people and na-
tionke. Governed by the direet and g:xmt laws of na-
ture, their retablishments breathed nothing but fiber-
Ly, he said.

It is, however, remarkable that in the empire of the
Rritish Crown, the Liberstion of the Individual (rom
the chain of ¢vilization hecame muoeo impoetant than
the liberation of the society.

The English romantic pesiod flourished betwoen 1730
and 1790, Writers began 1o ser other peoples throwh
the Indan image, Wordsworth (177011540 spoke of
the umbermen shevping on the Mooe “like an Todun,™
He wrote of his own vooth as Bt of an Todian hov:

Lo Af 1 had boon boen

an Indmn plang, and from my mothor 'y hut
hod run abroad in weantonness, to sport

a naked meoge in the thuader showey,

With the Frenelh tevolution, writees no longer bud o
look o the ‘Now Waorld' for their example of the [rre
dam loving/living peesen - they could mow ook to
liberated Europe, But still, the favored horo of the
novels was a vouryg social rebel who questioned all
handvd-down values, and wan somchow contected
with the Indiane. Maybe he identified himsel( with
them, as in Holeroft's Anae St foes (London 1792)
or because e geew nup with the Sioux, as i Bage's
Hermsprong (“"Man ae he is not™; London 1796).

And so, what we have i the situation of acculturation,
where Evropean pooples have taken ldeas from the
natural way of limry saw among the native peoples
and adapted it 10 their own culture, But the process
still far from complete,

Guillsume Raynal in hie Philosophical History . . .
(Geneva 1780) said it was important that comin
generations should not lose sight of the vislon of the
natural life — the vision which the ane had met
in Noeth Americe. Thanks to this knowledge, he

th::flt. Europoans had gained their philosaphical and
moral progress.

The discovery of those ideas has spread a bright light,
mdyetit:’wtmdmtlndawnohhnﬁf :
day, which maybe coming generations will enjoy more
completely.

In the meantime, it will be like a weathepyane for secial
movements for a long time to come,

(Thanks to Waltrawd Wagner and Mangit Joest for thoie

translatéon mto Erglish (hiz shoet ez tract from the German
verzion by Dv. Hafner.)



Ono Hundred Million Acres by Kirke Ka’di@'rd and
Karon Duchensaux. MacMillan, 240 pages, 85 95.

Sometimes the most intricate and baffiing problems sre
solved by methods so simple end logical that one won-
ders why 30 much time passes before the solutions are
applied, Perhaps this may be the case with the ideas
prasented here by Kirke Kickingbird and Kareny Duch-
oneaux, who recently left the Bureau of Indian Affairs
{o establish the Institute for the Development of Indian
aw.

Their title, One Hundred Million Acres, refers to the size
af the land base which the suthors recommend restoring
1o Indian control as the first step in solying “"the problem
af American Indians crested by the accidents and inch
dents of American history.” One hundred million acres
Is less than 5% of the 1wtal ocoupind by native people
when the Europeans came 10 America and began eizing
the land by right of “discovery.”

The Kickingbird-Ducheneaux solution threatens no pri-
vately owned land, but It may distutb certain non-
Indians who are now profiting from the exploltation of
Indian land,

In a serigs of breezily-titled chapters, the authors with
precision and graat economy of words trace the histori
cal snd sociological backgrounds of the predent-day
dilemma of American Indians. To their credit, they
have tor the most part avoided “legalese’’ in explaining
complex situations. In fact, they relleve the wriousness
of their subject matter with occasional flashes of

native iranic humor .

Land, they rightly point out, was the major sourceo of

oll Indisn-white conflicts, and continues 10 be %0 1o
this day. The Ewropean intruders justified their con
quest of the New World by the religious and ethical
standards of their culture. When the Indians strugsled
10 hold their land, their actions were called "uprisings"
and their victories were recorded 8s “massacres’ Afr
2r the formation of the United States, the Federal
Government through the electod Congress claimed the
right 10 extinguish Indian lund tities a3 it saw fit, and
thru the years, Congrass’ role was expanded until 1n-
dians and Indian lands virtually became the “property”
of Congruss,

They still are, And a3 long a3 Congress s dominated
by Interests seeking to exploit Indian lands, the miser-
les of reservation Indians will continue. The authors
avoid this point; yet it has to be faced as the most

3 disheartening aspect of a brilllant and optimistic book

After reviewing the various methods used by Congress
10 extinguish Indian rights to land — from sharp treaty
bargaining 1o treaty viclations, from the General Allot
ment Act of 1887 to the forcing of allotments In
Oklahoma — the suthors begin ticking off chapter by
chapter the acreage that still remains Indian land and
that thay belleve should be restored to Indian control.

Today, there are 38,863 000 acres of tribal lands, with
10,697,000 actes of individually owned land acquired
under the allotment system. Under the complicated
Mwirship provigions, much of this aliotment land cannot
be used today because ownership is divided among
dozons of heirs, perhaps more heirs than acres. To this
base of 50 million acres they add tha 40 million acres of
Native Alaskan lands,

*In terms of the potential wealth of Alaska,” the auth-
ors say, it may prove o be vary little, but when com-.
pared with the treatment recoived by the tribes of the
lower 48, it s the most generous gesture in history by
the United States Government.” Before giving out too
many credity, they should remember that in the last
contury, Congress gave the Sioux 140 million acres, anly
to reduce them to 50 million a few years later, |f his-
tory is any guide, greedy eyes are already fixed upon
those 40-million Alaskan acres.
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Adding the 40-milllon: acres of Alaskan land brings the
total to 88 million scres. An additional 4,700,000
acres are in a category deseribed as “occupied Indisn
lands™. At times in the past various governmant
bureaus have taken over resarvation land and sat it
asicde for wild game reserves, for figld rasearch, mifitary
use, and schools, The authors recommend transfer of
th:g lands back to the tribes from which they were
aken,

Restoration of acreage to tribes such a the Menomi
nees who lost their land bases during the disastrous
tormination period of the 1980s, return of submarg)-
nal lands, and a few smaller units now in controvertsy,
would bring the twotal to about 100-milllon scras. The
suthors recommend that all this land be placed in &
new legal category to be called “Indian lands” with
tribal governments controlling use, end with protective
restrictions on leases and sales. The cost of this
change, they say, would be less than that now spent
to pay bureaucrats to keep records and travel “hither
and yon to visit Indian tribes to prevent them from
using the.r lands "

One of the most frequently heerd questions from the
125 million Americams, who (according to a recent
Harrls poll) believe the government has mistreated the
Indians : what can we do to redrese the wrongs of
the pest? Perhaps no better answer could be given
than to follow the recommendations of the authors of
this book, Congréss, however, must take action, and
anly strong pressure upon Congress from 200 million
Americans will ever bring sction,

~ Doe Brown
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[Editor’s note: Certainly fetum of fand is an issue,
and it is onu of the points In the Taventy Points of the
Trai! of Broken Troaties, However, it must be regarded
os only » "first step,”” 82 Dee Brown suggests — certain-
Iy life for the people of the Pine Ridge Reservation,

o3 evidenced by the occupation of Wounded Knee, iy
not enhanced genurally because the tribal council has
large acreages of land under its contral, The real ssue
has to do with the freedom which native peoples will
have 1o determine their own destinies on any land
base, no matter how large or how small. And until
tribal governments are responsive to their peopla,
retum of land to tribal government control will only
ngronse tha power of those governments 10 oppress
their own people.

[Thanks & Dwe Srown for Al review which appssred [o the

Warhy Post,  One Hundred Million Acres is available from
AKWE NOTES for $6.95, postpard,)

The Secret of No Face, v [reckwa Epic by Chief Ever-
&1t Parker and Oledoska, Native American Publishers,
$3.95 paperbound.

This is the tale of & little Comhusk Doll who has neither
face nor name due to some bad karma on the part of her
ancestors, In order 10 gain & fuce, if not for herself,
then st least for the future generations of Cornhusk
Dolls, she sots out on a long and often treacherous
odyssey, She encounters all sorts of amazing spirits
and creatures, but overcomes evil with the purity of
ber intentions.

This book is such a joy to read — all of nature is endow-
ad with & sense of maglc, a reflection of the Indian Way.
IHustrated with sketchas and several color paintings,

(Thanks to the Tra) Messenges for its reviaw apd to our
brothery and sisters af Native American Publishers in California )

Fig Tree John by Edwin Corle. Liveright Publishers,
New York 1834/1973. $2.45 paperbound.

Farty yesrs after it was first published, this book still
gives some striking insights into the current “'Indian up-
risings.” Corle’s novel tells the story of the disintegra-
tion and destruction of a Jone Apache man and his
family when they are faced with the relentless and in-
different invasion of their territory by whites,

It is o terse, unsentimental, ovocative taie, set in the
desert around the Salfton See during the first 30 vears of
this certury, and based on tha lives of real people. 1t

is scheduled 1o be made into a movie.

The disintegration of the family and life of Agocho, or
Fig Tree John, ss he is called by whites, pulls him from
middle-aged physical and spiritual vigor and the religious
serenity and beauty of his desert spring to a broken,
bitter and distilusionad half-crazed old man who becomas
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increasingly violent In his desperation to avenge his
wife’s death and to retrieve his son from the encropching
white world,

Agocho's defeat in the face of this warld, o defeat as raw
and bitter a5 the inland sea itself, is all the more pitiful
i Corle shows the white world 10 be completely
unaware of the life and death strupgle waged against it
from this single Apache soul. The defeat is administered
at no exponse 10 the enemy.

To the white ranchers who spread south to almost en-
gulf Agocho's spot by the spring, he is not much more
than an aging. reclusive Indian who behaves strangely:

a little more foolish, a little more pathetic, a little mora
viokent a3 he gets old. And his final acts of rage, a vio-
lence all the more cruel and tragic because 1t was simed
not at the white workd but at his son and his son's bride,
15 10 the ranchers completaly unexplainable,

+orie's characterization of this world s that much more
chilling when 1t’s clear how accurately it describes s0
much of the white world surrounding today's native
peoples, 8 white world which sees Indians acting “unox
plainably' at the BI1A, Wounded Knee, and 3 YMCA
camp,

[Thanks 10 Dawid MacPhail for hig review in the Sanama Courrty
Bogle from which thie review i extractod.]

(

Salvation and the Savege: An Analysis of Protostant
Missions and American Indian Rosponse, 1787-1862
by Robert F. Berkhoter, Jr,, University of Kentucky
Press, 1965.

Surely, the title must be with tongue in cheek — but
Professor Berkhofer seems to share the same bias as
the missionaries of whom he writes! the native people
are sivages to him — at least he refers 10 them as
such throughout his book.

Under the guise of “objectivity’’, Berkhofer says he is
merely oxomining two cultutes as they came in con-
tact with each other. He seems to ignore that there
is @ morality which applies to peoplas as well as ind)
viduals, and that Christion Europesn contact with
native peopies was not innocent.

“Both groups behaved sccording to their own cultural
systers,” Berkhofer spologizes, "Thus current
indictments of past American conduct are on the same
plane a3 earlior American condemnations of savage
society " he argues,

Were that argument to be pursued, it would be im
possible for native people 1o fight against theft of
their lands, oppression of their peoples, and loss of
their rights us humen beings: Americans would
amply have to say, "Excuss me, but we are only
operating on the basis of our cultural values.”

Academically, Berkhofer has collected together some
very usetul information, Why he mlected to analyze
only Protestant missions is not known — certainly
Catholic missionaries operated out of the same Amer:
jcan culture and frequently in equally disastrous
ways. His protense of objectivity, however, slips away
with his references 1o “the heathens”, The failure

of missionary efforts, he belisves, was due to “culture
conflict and misunderstanding.”

The days of the missionary are rapidly coming to an
end — and if mission groups need historians to justify
their 1abors, Mt them write, Berkholer would do the
job admirably, But when native people want 1o da-
il missionary involvemaent in the attempted destruc
tion of their nations and ways of life, they will have
to find somoone el whose education has not blinded
them to what the most of mankind regards as right
JAand wrong. Berkhofer cannot be thelr teacher,

Books reviewed in AKWESASNE NOTES are availabile
from NOTES If a price is given, Wriee: NOTES,
Mohawk Nation, via Rooseveltown, N.Y. 13683,
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TWO BOOKS By
Vine Deloria Jr.

Of Utmost Good Faith, by Vine Deloris, Jr. A Bantam
Book, 1971, $1.95.

Vine Deloria’s book Is the case of the American Indian
#giinst the Faderal Government of the United States,
It collects cases, treaties, and documents that show the
Hiegal wrong of the US. and Its citizens from the time
they broke the Pickering Treaty right through the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1988 when Indlans
were put into the mainstream of legal complexities,

The book should be read by non-Indians so they can
understand the complexity of the lagal monster that
has boen skt on the native people.

“A United States general once characterized an Indian
reservation as a piece of land surrounded by thisves.
Imagine, also, if you will, a rather gooey glob of
Inertia-bound career bureaucrats surrounded by well-
intentioned do-gooders who flit in and out of the mesns
with no understanding but the best of motives,” De-
lotia writes, “Record all of this In the special esoteric
langusge of the academic community in which foot.
notes become the key to undentanding and you have
o fair characterization of Indian Affalrs, Now sprinkle
liberally with legal phrases and pilot projocts pretided
over by tribal councils that change every two years
end you have it.”

Deloria shows how states have ignored federal law and
developed thelr own theories and laws In reference to
state jurigdiction, hunting and fishing, and state taxs-
tion, He ralses legitimate claims for componsation for
losses at Wounded Knee, Sand Creek, and the lesser-
known Baker Massacre of the Blackfeet, Bills should
oven now be introduced for compensation for the de
scendants of thess and other atrocities.

One act Deloria exhibits is the “Indian Depredations
Act of 1881 which not many people know of. The
Act was passed by Congress after the treaties weare
signed with the Indian Nations calling upon tribes to
compensate settlers for traaties that Indians broke,

but in return, the tribes could not go to court and sue
the United States for the same kinds of violations by
setthers, Thus many sattlers quickly sued the tribes
and millions of acres of land were taken,

~ Randy Stearman
R e e S = — )

God is Red by Vine Delorla. Grosset & Dunlap, 376
pages, $7.95.  Mardcover only.

Dee Brown taught |Euro/Americans] to seo the west
ward movemant as the native American tribes saw it -
looking not westward, but eastward. Euro/Americans
laved this change of historical perspective and feit
wonderfully guilty for [their] past sins against the
aborigines. Euro/Americans made Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee a best-seller because they (ove history,
Refigion is what Chelstians do with history,

Vine Deloria thinks religion is what people do with the
present. He says Euro/Americans must take their
stand here and now. They must change their per
spective not for the sake of historical revision, but ag
& means of religious conversion.

Essentially, the comversion requited is from time to
space, from history to land, from belief to experience.
A religious convarsion and its concurrent theological
revolution Is requirad of all Euro/Amwricans, From
the Indian point of view, all Euro/Americans — baliev-
ers and unbeliovers, churchgoers and late sleepers,
fundsmentalists and secularists — are Christians with
only negligible denominational differences: they all
hold titie to American land, some of it sacred to the
tribes, in the name of & Europesn god whose theo-
Jogian justified its with the childishly
shaliow doctrine of “discovery™ (finders-keepers),

AKWESASHNE NOTES

Most literature dealing with native American peoples
is either of poor quality, or plays into the pravailing
culture’s neurotic inslstence that its Indians be aither
dead or, If alive, picturesque. However, 8 number of
books about Indizn religion are an axception to this
rule, and together with a revival of tribal refigion, they
make it possible for Deloria to write a highly telling
polemic against Christianity,

Creation: “Then” or “Here'?

The core of God is Red Is a comparison of Christian
and Indian beliefs sbout the nature of religion, crea-
tion, the meaning of history, the character of religious
oxperience, death, human personality and community,
and the role of religion in the contemporary world.
The basic difference between the two refigions is that
one perceives the world in terms of time, and the
other in terms of space. Crestion, for axample, hap-
paned “then” for Christians, but “here"’ foc the
tribes,

“Christianity has traditionally appearod to place its
major emphasis on creation s & specific avent while
Indian tribal religions could be said to consider cres-
tion as an ecosystam present in & definable place.”

There was no fall from grace for the red man, but
neither was he given dominion over nature, Each
species of crentures he thought of as “peoples”™ in the
way that he thought of other tribes as peoples:

*Equality is thus not simply a human attribute, but &
recognition of the creatureness of all crestion.” Trees
talk with one another and with the Indian, They talk
to white people oo, but white people do not listen,

For Christians, past events are the sources of the
sacrad, Tribol religion locates the holy in sacred hills,
mountaing, rivers, forests, and lokes. Because of this
contrast, and the history of white conguest and land
axploitation, the Indian perceives the white man's
estrangement from nature as the central theme of the
Christian religion, The resulty, as Vine Deloria des
cribes them, are 8 fear of death, an exaggerated sense
of self-importance (with salvation understood apart
from the community), the loss of a sense of home, and
ruligions inability to prevent the domination of life by
economics,

Aeligion Requires Listening to the Birds

White salvation does not lie in & conversion to lndian
raligion as one might be concerted to Catholicim or
Krishna consciousness, Unfortunately, tribal refigion
is nearly as prostrate as Inchian Hife itseif under the

burdan of European conquest and the subsequent
history of broken treaties. Sacrad lands have become
National Parls and Nationol Forests. Some are now
atomic testing grounds. Even the sacrod Black Mills
have been desecrated by Gutzon Borglum’s sculpturs
of the heads of four American presidents. The tribas
100 have been moved sway from thelr religious
sources and educated to feel il a1 ouse ot sacred
rituals,

Indians &5 well as Cheistians will now find it enor
mously difficult 1o experience the sacred in the Amer-
ican landscape, But the native American tribes once
knew, #s virtually no Christians have ever koown, that
“Religion cannot be kept within the bounds of ser-
mons and seriptures. 1t Is 5 force in [tself and calls
for the integration of lands and peoples in harmonious
unity.” Religlon requires listening to the trees, the
animals and birds, and to the “voicss of tha places of
this land."”

Many readers will find fault with the Christian writers
Deloria relies upon to describe the Christian faith, but
they sérve well enough. Other writers more in keep
ing with one’s own Christian bias would no doubt
serve Doloria’s criticism just as well, Most readers will
wish that less spsce had been given to the defects of
Christianity and mors to the religion of the land and
its native peoples, But after reading God is Red it
will be impossible to be content with Indian history
and romance. Deloria makes an irrasistable case for
reading The Sacred Pipe, Black Elk Spesks, Lame
Deer; Seeker of Vigions and other sources of tribal
refigious wisdom as an aid to saving one's land and

soul,
— George H, Frein

{George Frein tsechas in the Studies Department ot
the University of North Dekota.  He Iy writing & book about
the socred places In America. This review sppesred In The
Nation on Febvuary 9, 1874, and wu are groteful to that
publication, and 10 the suthor,)

And......

Ho Walked the Americas by L. Taylor Hansen, Amberst
Press, 1963,

Native people sre instructed by their slders not 10 argus
over spiritual matters, And if L. Tcylog Hansen wants to

teaching the Indians how to be good, that's really up
w him.

At least, however, he could have dong more research in
attempting to prove his thesis, Basically, he just took
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every massanger from the Creation who came 10 native
poopie {and generally they treated these messengers far
more bandsomety than what Jesus got) and transformed
that person Into a green-ayed, fair, white-robed bearded
gentloman just like the pictures in Sunday School,

Tha book will be primariy usetul for missionaries to
convinca native childran how much they are like the
Christians in their beliefs. But even if It were true that
Jesus did teach native people on thair own turf how to
be good, he never said thay should give up their culture,
their medicine people, and their ceremonies.

From the Belly of the Shark: Posms by Chicanos,
Eskimos, Mawaiians, Indlans, Puerto Ricans with Re-
Isted Poems by Others, aditad by Waltor Lowenfols,
1973, 350 pages, paperback Vintsge books. $1.95,

This landmark anthology was brought together by the
poet-laureats of humanist causes, Wealter Lowentels, 1o
clearly demonstrate that native peoples were opprassed
by the "white literary poetry establishment™ ns well o
by other forces.

“Long after the white clvilization hay fulfilled its des.
tiny ~ whatever that may be — our older brotherns
[the native peoplet] will be here,” Lowenfely writes
in his introduction, “What we have in this book,
therefore, is not only » collection of past poems but
a foresight into poems to come.”

Tha collection demonstrates something else: there Is a
common bond between the various groups of native
peoples, expressed az o love for thelt land and their
people snd thelr way of life. Why, than, with such
powerful poetry, have nitive writers been ignored?

Lowenfels feels that the stundards which white eritics
and aditors set blind thom to the richness of other
styles and verbal toxtures. “The gonocidal rejection of
poets of color has set up & pssudostandard of what
constitutes poetry in the United States,” Lowenfels
writes. Evon today, he points out, » collection of
poetry such ms his will not be considersd a3 “Ameri-
can Litorature™, but will be set apart for specialized
tudy of “ethnic peoples.”

From the Belly of the Shark includes many selections
of poets and poetry which have sppeared in NQTES,
Perhaps this book will be encouragement to mom
native writers — and hopefully, it will encourage thoss
who ure teachers and critics 1o set uside James Whit:
comb Riley long enough 1o allow poets of this land
and life to fill the hearts of America,

The Indians of Kansas, published by Meritage of
Kansas, Tescher’s Callege Press, Empovria, Kansas, 1973

Requests for information on native people from school
weachers, 3 new interast in folklore of all kinds, snd
the currant interest in native eventy such ss Wounded
Knee hyve caused the editors of & nowdefunct histor-
ical publication to repeint six articles from their old
iasues (1857-62) in a paperback.

While the book does contain useful information about
the Kansa, Potawatomies, Kickapoos, lowas, and Sac
and Fox, it is served with so many undigestubles that
any edible morsels will bave to be picked out with
great care. The book will do nothing to acquaint
Kansas people with the facts thay need to judge
Wounded Knee or to understand what happened thece.

It 15 unfortunate that so much time and efforr goes
into a volume such as this without any consultstion or
input from native people. Thus the errors and racism
of the acthors will not be allowed to die as old pages
turn to dust, but have been revived for still anothaer
generation of Kensas children to learn during thair
“Indian units.”

e e e x s——

New York, New York — A $500 prize for a children's
hook meanuscript was awarded recently to Michele P,
Robinson, 2 nativa woman living in Butte, Montana.
Her story, Grandfather's Bridge, ix of a young Indian
following the traditions of his people despite the
criticigms of his white classmates.

Nanabah Chee Dodge of Phoenix, Arlzona, also
recaived & prize for her manuscript titled Moming
Arrow, the story of & young Indian child who learms
that life can bae beautiful without establishmant trap
pings.

The prizes were among those_awarded by the Council
on Interracial Books for Children, organized in 1986,
The Council is # non-profit organization of writers,
editors, fibrarians and teachers which is supported by
private contributors and the Ford Foundation and
Carnegie Corporation of New York,

The sixth annual contest is now opening, and further
information can be obitained by interested authors by
writing Council on Interracial Books for Children, Inc
1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y, 10023,
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THE MUSIC OF OUR PEOPLE

We are now distributing Indian House record
ings. While we have offered albums and cas-
sottes and B-track cartridges at retail, wo are
now able to supply bookstores, record shops,
or 10 supply albums for aroups and individuals
with fund-raising projects, pow-wow groups,
campus Indian programs, ete.

A combination of any twenty slbumys, camettes, or
cartridges on the Indian House labe! is available at a
JO% discount From the $6 st price. We can supply
@ wariaty of popuiar recorctings, or specific titles can
be nequaexted,

A special packet of 28 albums (one or two of o variety
of tities selected by us) (s avallable for $T100 postpmitl.
The retall value /s SY68 when sold at $6 esach, or S140
If sold at 5 sach. Thiz ssmpler is 3 good chance for
a bookstore or record shop to discover popular titks

Books Published By

Akwesasne Notes

THE LAW QF THE GREAT PEACE: the constitution
of the League of the People of the Longhouse. 80
pages, Hustrated by Kahornhes, $7.00

MIGRATION OF THE IROQUOIS; told in Engligh,
Wit i pictographs, with ilustrations by Kahonhes
36 pages. Wratten by Ray Fadden. 50 centy,

WAMPUM BELTS — a book recording lroguois histor
icad transactions memarialized by wampum belts, with
pictures. of replices of the belts made by Ray Fadden
[Tehanetorens), owner of the Six Nations Musewn at
Onchiota, New York, and sticlents of the lndian Way
Schaol at Akwesasne. §1.50,

COSTUME OF THE IROQUQIS: a Six Nations Mise
um pamphiet an drexy clothing of froguods People.
27 pages, §1.25,

ZEEIPAERRG)

8.1.A., I'M NOT YOUR INDIAN ANYMORE: The
Trail of Broken Treaties Twenty Points. The account
from the pages of NOTES about the historic occupas
tion of the BIA headquarterx in November, 1972, and
the diafogue with the White House on the Twwnty
Points [the most important récont stuteaient on the
crust of pative aotivism for this decadle). S$1.85.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL PEOPLE: the Hopl Proghecy
as tokl by Dan Katchongve, A booklet of spiritual
i tions, Mustrated, $1.00,

THE DECLARATION OF BARBADOS ix a little parm-
phint, costs only 25 cents; and shoukd be the topic of
discussion in every anthropology clugs and in gvery
chusrch wihich antes up funds for mission work,  Ask
your local anthropologist if he/she subscribes to the
Declaration,

(Al NOTES books are available for resale by native
groups and bookstores at a 40% discount in quantity.

WOUNDED KNEE STAMPS: The United States isn't
likely 10 issue & stamp commemorating the 1973 occu-
pation of Wounded Knee, o we did, Tho stumps will
rafse consciousness affixed 10 letters, of posted in
handy public locations. They come 36 to a sheet,
and are avallable postpeid for $2.00 - of which $1,00
is a donation to tha Wounded Knme Logal Defersa/
Oftonsa Fund, Groups wishing ta raise funds for
Wounded Knee may find the sale of these stamps a
wseful method,

p“lmlﬂ‘

This is the poster from
wivich the stamps were
made, Reduction here
is smaller than the size
of the stamps.

RESOUR(ES

CARPEGE SDapuNIEE

o )

We know it's April, but the 1974 AKWESASNE
NOTES calendars are still in demand ~ the
drawings and quotations will make attractive
framings and posters long after the days have
gone by, There's historical data for most days
of the year on the 17x23 14-page display

The calendar is $2.25, including mailing tube
and postage. What we have is what thare is
1,0 more will be printed after these are gone,

While earlier there were printing delays which
slowed delivery, there are enough now 1o
supply groups who wish to sell the calendsr to
raise funds.  In quantities of 50 or more, they
are $1 each,

South

America

»

ol

~ _')
2@

- Ak

-

Zurni Governor

Sitting Bull

- o ...'...-
ool

wacklcd Native

11
Family Portrait

Three Horsemen

AKWESASNE NOTES
Mohawk Nation

via Rooseveltown, N.Y.

POSTER

13683

O

NAME OF POSTER

E

Ao avilable

HOPI MESSAGE

LA RAZA
LOS INDIOS

A BETTER WAY
and the poster in

this aue, SIGNS
OF THE TIMES

ostors are 5O cents each, or 3 for S1.

ple who wish them protected in
shipping by & cardboard mailing tube
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hould add 50 cents. The posters are
also available at $25 for 100 for resale
by groups, stores, and Individuals.
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RESOURCES WWWWWW RESOURCES

P, i | gt

irpatachd | get that 7l
council se oKy

.
LS

—phomuhpudfrwn the American Indian Press Association pamphlet,

“Shove It, Buster,” a collection of phom and aptiom for bellyJaughter

BOOKS
INDIGENA

The Internationsl Work Group for
indigenous Affairs Is 2 non-political and
non-religious organ ization concemed
with the oppression of ethnic groups in
various countries, |t publishes o series
of pamphlets of case studies which am
valuable as resources, and for use by
anthropology classes,

DECLARATION OF BARBADOS ~ A state-
ment on the role of anthropofogise snd
churches In preveniting oppression.  § peges,
15 canis,

AHORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS - e

on the Austrailan sityntion. 24 pages, %
By A Bertle Pirtook,

TARIBAL SURVIVAL IN THE AMAZON:
The Came, By John H. Bodley, 15
poges, centy

BIBLIOGAAPHY OF THE INDIGENOUS
PACBLEM AND POLICY OF THE BRAZIL-
AN AMAZON REGION (1967.1873). 44
pages, 5100,

THE URGENT SITUATION OF THE CUIVA
INDIANS OF COLOMEGIA — by Bermard
Arcand, 28 poges, 8 50,

THE FOREST INDIANS IN THE PRESENT
POLITICAL SITUATION OF PERU bty
Swlfano Vares, 20 pogas, § 50,

THE ANATOMY OF A LAND INVASION
SCHEME IN YEKUANA TERRITORY,
\‘IE;:’EZUELA ty Waher Coppens. 74 page,

THE ACHE INDIANS; GENOCIDE IN
PA::GUAY by Mark Munsel. 82 pages,
$1.50.

THE DYNAMICS OF THE YE'CUANA
{("MACOUIRITARE") POLITICAL SYSTEM:
Stability snd Crisss, 24 peges by Nally
Arvelo Jimindner. § .50,

TRIBAL SURVIVAL IN THE ALTO
MARANON: THE ARUARUNA CASE ty
Henning Siverts, 82 pages, $1,50.

THE BRAZILIAN INDIGENOUS PROBLEM
AND POLICY ! The Example of the Xingu

National Park by Carmen Junquelcs. How
violates its own

the Brazilian government
poneiu m the axturmination of native
peogiey, 50 cants,

3

THE PLAINS

THE OMAMHA TRIBE by Alice Fletchar and
Erancis LaFmche. Fimt pubibed in 1971,
bassd on 20 yies dtody, I two volumes:

Vaolwne | 13 Sevated to teibal origing,
ravly history, tribw organization and
governmant, idividus rites, and the
quest for food. 300p, peperback $3 50

Volume 1 considers social [ife and
sociaties, missic, werfare, hoalth, death,
refiygion, languspe. 300 p., paper $3.50

NNEBAGD TRIRE tiy Puid Raain,
T vavishact 1825, The lodinn “bes been
Wowed (0 rell hix own facts hic awn wany. ™
papertech. S1.50

m'
CHE VENNE MEMORIES by John Stende in

Tanber. 2. S2.25. Recounr
mac&wwnm«oluu
litevature,

BOOKS ON THE PEOPLE
OF THE LONGHOUSE

THE IROQUOIS by Frank Speck. 93
mhgoﬂ.ﬂo. Nireﬂu':m %‘

G fro-
quons crafts , and an introduction to the cul-
ture,

Pyl.‘ GREAT TREE \lND THE LONG‘I‘IOUSE
somewhat anthropologe ?h’; pleasant book
for junior and senjor lugh ages. $2, 50

THE WHITE ROOTS OF PSM"E l?v

Wallace, 57p, Handeorer thin but
:uvybo& onlluoc?:l:adhwofﬂn
roguois Confeder, uols religious
and moral beliels, - - -

THE GREAT LAW :
White Rooteof Pracer . pupbost51. 0

e, :
An English transiation of the Irogums
stitution, “The Grest Nice.”

(;RATIOI\ 0!‘ ‘l'l!!l shed

Y:ddnl 32 s.a.u 1
‘llun’lmuou Km with punn;:pl*

T"!.' ﬂ"CRE‘T OF VO FACE by Chil Everct
Parker and Olodaska, and 2
great story for dllllhm rhnu 174 g,
paper Bisstrated, 3

PARKER ON THE IROQUOIS! collected
work of Arthur € Parker, edited by Wm,
Fenton, 2%6p, handeover, $8.95 Containe

the Constitution of the Five Natione A valis
abie refrrence work

THOQUOIS CEREMONIAL OF MIDWINTER
by Elizabeth Tooker, 179 p,, handeover,

$7.50.M the suthor ap ex the
oremony s i writing » cook . thore is
valuable mformation around which roaders

can il the proper apirit,

THE IROQUOIS IN THE AMERICAN
RENOLUTION Graymount. 2%p
hardeover. $511.50, Although somewhat
from & -on-lndhu perspertive, a useful
scholarly work

DEATH AND I(FBIRT" OF THE SENECA
NATION by Anthon cllcu 337p.
paperback. ’215. ' the renatsance of

;-ruﬁc < clear, deep historical book ahout
Igheras and enltural Iroquods life.
LEAGUE OF THE lllOOUOlb by Lawi
0 ey o, s m‘% :l’:-n
Ver A cem wrote
accoont m.:ymh wselul information.

HISTORY OF THE FIVE INDIAN NATIONS
by (.ulnlhder(}aldn(l 7). 181 p.,

back $2.45. Feseinating readi .J:.n.
wcholar discussing eefigion, lnnncn.

Lsws, and forms of government of the Trogquos
santie two contiies ago.

Books of Photographs

AMERICAN INDIAN POR TRAITS fram the
Wanamaker Edpoedition of 1913, adited by
Chavies R, Roynoiny, Jr. 10x12 120 portraity,
£12.50 hardicorer, A bewutitul book of men,
womern, and childrmn of various tribes,

IN A SACRED MANNER WE LIVE! Photo-
aohs of tho North Amereon Indlan by
Edwaed 8 Curtis, with w introduction and
‘commuentary by Dan D. Fowder, 149 pogey

118 of Curtiy’ best photos, S6.06, uoltco'm
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NORTHWEST PACIFIC COAST

UNCOMMON CONTROVERSY ! Fishing
Rights of the Muck leshoot, Puyaliup, snd Nir
Qually Indisst. A Report prapared for the
Amarxcan Frisnds Service Committee 276 p.,
papertack, $2.95, Important legel and his
rovical backgrownd 10 & continuing cantroveray,

THE WOLF AND THE RAVEN: Totwm Poles
of Southesstern Alsska, by Viols Garfield &
Linn Forrast. Photographs of poles, and an
explanation of their mesning, 150 p, paper
back, S2.95

CROOKED BEAK OF HEAVEN: Maskr and
Orlm Ceromaonial Art of the Northwest

Cowst. Photographs of 121 ltems. 96p.,
m&. $4.55.

INDIANS OF THE NORTHWEST COAST
by Philip Drickeor. An Areicon Museum sl
Sciance Book descriting the economy, sochke
ty, religlon, Jife-cyele, and art of the moain
of the arma, 220 p., puperback, $2.50.

POTLATCH, by Geargr Clmul. 168
avallable in rhark, . How { m
mony would look and fnl wa participant.

KARNEE: APAIUTE NARRATIVE by
Latta Score, 95 cents 180p. paper. The fife o
Annie Lowry, The story of & women,

of an Indian mother and & white father &

CAtry o,

SON OF RAVEN, SON OF DEER by Geomge
Chutesi. 126 p., hurdoover, $4.50. Nliextrated
by the suthor. A collection of 12 stories

handed dowe in the Clutesi family.

INDIANS OF THE NORTH PACIFIC COAST:
odited by Tom McFeat. 280 p., psperback,
$285 Key writings from "NM inclw-
ding sections on social orgunizetivn, the pot:
letch, mnk & clags, ceremonialitm, and devi-
ance and normmwity.

Fiction

| HEARD THE OWL CALL MY NAME by
Margarwt Craven, $3.98. A priest comes o
sBC, «Mucmn.mm In-
volved in & human, intercuftural exchange.

LIGHY IN THE FOREST by Convad Richier
75 cents. The classic tale of o white boy
raised by Indians, A moving & bedutityl ke,

CHEYENNE AUTUMN by Mari Ssndoz.
$1.26. A noval based on tha remaval —
return of the Cheyoenne in 1878. An Amaorl
can epic of un incradible frozen flight,

Edwin Corfe. 310,

FIG TREE JOHN ~
, 245 A

Contemporary Books of Merit

CUSTER DIED FOR YOUR SINS: An indisn
Manifusto by Vine Dedoria, A biting, witty

Matament to destroy white stersotypes. $1.25,

RED POWER: The Americaty Indians’ Fight
foe Freedom by Alvin M. Josaphy Jr, 205,
Contampaorary statamants from many sources.

THE NEW INDIANS by Stan Stainer. paper.
$2.96. lodien protest and resistance in the
fate 19605 — a prehictory 1o 100ey’s svw,. 15

THE WJUSTSOCIETYOVHWJW
82.76, paperback. Contemporary views of
the zituation of native peopie of Canada. An
inpormant book.

WE TALK, YOU LISTEN: New Tribes, New
Turt, by Vine Deloria, Jr, 228 p., paper,
$245. First uftores 10 verbalize the (ndien
viewpwint 0f the disintegrating com of Amers
cavr society, and the peacelul ravolution thae
oy ceorgenice Amevican soglety into tribad
WOUPE. An important position paper for div
CUsEAON, ]

ALCATRAZ IS NOT AN ISLAND by the
indians of A)l Tribes, with photography by
Michotta V. T20p., pepsr, SI95 The
chronicle 0f an atternpt 1o reclaim and re-
unite with fand, A pew histivy, contwning
pvoposaly, documem s, palitics, posmy and
paintings. Prooceeds ta family of Richard
Ouken. -

THE ONLY GOOD INDIAN: THE HOLLY:
WOOD GOSPEL by Ralph and Natasha Friar,
A frestuce trowe af detnl on how native
peaples have fared in dime novels, 1mge
plwys, songe, pooms, Wild West shows, and
tinally snd continunusly, on screen. $12 50
344 poges Rardeover only. illustrated

AZTECAS DEL NDRTE: THE CHICANGS
OF AZTLAN by Jack Forbes, 95 centy. An
undenstanding of native peopiles who gpoak
Soamiah will becoma irepos tant 0 8 Full Ln
dorstanding of the Noreh American hevitage

The Blue Cloud Abbey Pamphlets

Soma might think It strange for such
nice and suppoctive materials to be
coming from # Catholic monastery —
but having met the fine people thare,

it's not so strange at all, These are
reprints from the Blue Cloud Quarteriy,
avaiiable on subscription from the Abbay
at Marvin, South Dakota 57251, We
have gix roprints available for » total of
£1.50, and consist of short stories,
poetry, songs, readings. Good for school
use, 100.

Legal Matters

OF UTMOST GOOD FAITH: The Cas of the
Americen Indian sgaingt the Federal Govern-
ment of the Unitod States, o3 documented in
Treatios, Speaches, Judicksl Rulings, Tongress
lensl Bills and Hearings from 1830 to the
Present, edited by Ving Delaris, &, §1.95,

TAXING THOSE THEY FOUND HERE: An
Examination of the Tox-Exempt Status of the
&%m Indhan, by Jay Vincent White.

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF TREATIES
AND AGREEMENTS MADE 8Y INDIAN
TRIBES WITH THE UNITED STATES

For resserchers, o handy reforence. 30 pages.
£3.00.

HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW by
Folix § Cohen. The unexpurgated 1936
sdition, A heavy vefarence volumae for fibwaring

THE PONCA CHIEFS: An Acoount of the
Triwl of Standing Bane, by Thomas H. Tibbles
wwuzs. £ yowitnoss account of
the that astabifashed that (ndians were,

i fact and n law, humaen beings.
REDMANS LANG, WHITE MAN'S LAW —
by Wilcomb Washburn, $8.85. A clear unr
deretanding of fegal history,

Biographies

BLACK ELK SPEAKS, e Life of
A Haly Man of the % hz
Nothards, $1.50.

2"!10! TME TREE FLOWERED: The Fiction-
Eagle Voice, a Sloux Indv

umm. 31.65,

WAR CHIEF JOSEPH by Helon Addizgon

Howard and Dan MeGrath, £2.65

WOQDEN LEG: A Warrior Who Fowht

Custor fimrarproted by Thomaes Marguiz )

The recolivctions of an oid Cheyenne men.

8225,

SON OF OLD MAN HAT: A Navao Aum-

Diography recordad by Waiter Oyk. A seasitive

frank simple fife story, $2.25,

L NUGLMK. Hardeaver 200 p,, §5.85
el s iyl el e
men be
engrossing Lae wedl told, 3 7
le WHITEWOLF: The Life of 2 Nmu
pu!h- Indian. k142
e the nfﬂn
Wluu-mll reenlls his life, his
actions to Anglo ways
laulAN WYNDOD bya’nb >
1904 e firs nm;mn .nna'w
§ife of the Sioax.
WHENTHE TREE FLOWERED by John G,
Nezhardt, A fictionalixed autobi of
Fagle Vmcu. » qloul. W8 p.,
F1.65. A warm human progoction s sessnd
by » senior poet,

AUTOBIOGRAPHY Ol‘ A WINNEBAGO
INDIAN 90 p.. pa 5125, A clasde
written in | f" man who lived the

an ddeovholle dix the
white ud found himself again with
peyote and vew religons experirner.

Royal Ontario Museum Charts

These beautifully designed and printed
charts are spectacular:  about 34 x 40
inchas, with an explanation in Franch
and English. Groat for displays, for
classes, even hanging in 4 home. There
are six in the sacies:

NASKAP! {a narthemn peoplel

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

QUILLWORK .

WOOD CREE

TOYS AND GAMES

ASSINIBOINE
Ench chart i $3.00, postpaid.
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Indian House
Records

ROUND DANCE SORGS OF TAOS FUEBLO
- gvallable i two volumes. Specily volume
one or volume two.

TAOS ROUND DANCE - In two vol
with the special intricate me Taos sing
ers are lamous lor, Specify volume 1 or 2
DITCH-CLEANING & FICNIC SONGS OF
PICURIS PUEBLD - a collecter's type album
of an Individux] doger sharing wark ongs
TURTLE DANCE SONGS QF SAN JUAN
PUEDLD — a bDeautifully strong Wlbam,
CLOUD DANCE SONGS OF SAN JUAN
PUEBLO - songs for the coming of Spring.
ZUNI FAIR LIVE — » collection of songs
wng for poblic sajoynent.

NAVAJO SWAY SONGS — sodial songe ming
to help peopls regain good heatth

NIGHT & DAY YEIDICHE]I ~ more Navajo
songs,

NAVAJO SEIP DANCE & TWC-STEP
SONGS

WAVAJO OIFT 50NGS & ROUND DANCE

WAR DANCE SONGS OF THE PONCA -
two separate volstnes. Specify wol | ar 2
PONCA PEYOTE SONGS « Three volumes
of this m"l.‘a" see the Cosution, Spe
cify volumes de \

COMANCHE PRYOTE $ONGS — avallable
in-two yolumes,

HANDUAME OF THE KIOWA, KIOWA
i ;1 The I

o otwo vobames soogs of prayer, good
health, lviog & good Iife, and bcoxlorhozxt
HANDGAME OF THE KIOWA, KIOWA-
APACHE, AND COMANCHE - all the =x.
citement of Carmegw Roadrunners ve. Billy
Gost HilL

KIOWA 49 WAR EXPEDITION SONGS -~
exciting Plainsstyle dance songs

KIOWA THURCH SONGS —~ Christhan songs
mng o Ciows in 2 wndgue fashion.

SONGE OF THE MUSKOGEE CREEK -
avallobly n two volumes. If you lke
sompdancging and soond of shells . |
BLACKFOOT A-1 CLUB SINGERS -

wo vohunes avallable.

OLD AGENCY SINGERS OF THE 3LOCD
RESEAVE - two volumes available
SOUNDS OF INDIAN AMERICA ~ FLAINS

AHD SOUTHWEST - a varie t
collected st the Oalhv.Cnun?nl:h%

yeurs ago..

PUERLO SONGS OF THE SOUTHWEST —
# collection of many styles of songs {rom
various pueblos

Due to increased costs of vinyl,
all albums, cassettes, and B-track
cartridges “are now $6.00, postage

paid.

HERBS

VALERIAN ROOT
A full descrigtion of thiz reloxing tea
was published in the Late Autumn,
1973, issue. - It is available for $1.50
for 3 ounces with 4 leaflet describing
its historicel use by native peoplés.

-V-V-V-%

AMERICAN DOGWOOD

Dogwood i the common name for
many shyubs, troes, and herbs  Ameré
can Dogwood [cornius flovide) growes
about 12 to 30 feet high in Canpda
and the U.S. (t has a slove-growing
compact wood, covered with a rough
and brownish bark — It is the bark
part that iy used by nathve people for
good health,

Native people use dogwood us & sub-
stitute for quinine, and some peoples
have used It for diseoses coused by
weakness of the stomiach and the
bowels. It is said to revitalize the
tissuds and speedily removes pain
from diseased parte

A maspoon of the bark to a cup of
boiling water, and steeped for % hour
mukes @ 88 — half can be taken at
bedtime, hot or warm. Some people
tako a mouthful three times a day ~
more than a cup or so during a day
iy considared too much,

We urge people who want to become
acquainted with this helper as a free
gift from the Creation to gather it
thamselves, cutting the bark for their
own use, Bor those who cannot do
this, we can send a 3-ounce pouch of
cut bark, postpaid, for §1. Write:
AKWESASNE NOTES, Mohawk
Nation, via Roosoveltown, N.Y. 13683,

RESOURCES

More Records

CUSTER DIED FOR YOUR SINS -~ Good
musit with u strong message by Floyd Wes
wrman.  §8.00,

WILLIE DUNN — an album by Miomec

toger Witlis Dunn, produced by AKWE -
SASNE NOTES people. Folkainging in »
double album with lyrics, $6.00,

TAPEN

GHOST DANCE: a disoussion with an hiy
tovian of Indien mugic about the ariging of
the Ghost Dance, it3 relation to Incian rligh
our tracition, sod how [t misinterpretation
contributed to the Woinded Kooe Mussacrs,
15 minutes

AIM SINCE WOUNDED KNEE: conwrm:
tiane with John Trude/, Dennls Banks, and
Aussel! Means 0n the new directions the
Amevican Indian Movemant has U
mke sinoe itz Augwst meeting in Qklehome,
45 minutes

PINE RIODGE SINCE WOUNDED KNEE:
AIM fepciees and lawyers talk about the mood
af the community and the attituage of the
pwaple of Pine Ridge in the months following
the siege of the Oglate Nation by U.S forces,
45 minutes

REBIRTH OF THE OGLALA NATION: Mi-
vy of the treatier and tand-ripofts at Plre
Ricke, the everits ediog up 10 the gceupwtion
of Wounded Koes, and peoply talking about
the commanity ingide the occuplad village
Tokd throuph /mnterviewy. 5 mingtes,

FORT GEORGE: Edward Sullne, 8 Mty
seholar, desoribes the growing tensions felt
even i the first few monthe of conttruction
in the princips) wown of the James Bay Crav,
the hatfaruthy of hix fellow anthropologists,
the directione the people might take now
that the couwrt hat rejected thw injuncrion
potition, 15 minures

FIRE AT ILE LA CROIX: Wayme Stooe
ohid, pregighne of the Nathve Yourh A,
of Smkatchawan, ex-corporal Rarmawy of the
ROMP, snd Dr, Howert! Adwms telil of the
rapedly deteciorationy reintions e twew nairee
poopie and the ROMP in the context of
NWownded Knee and the ccupation of rthe
Saskutoon Indion/Matls Frindsiip Contre &
the birning of the focel pubile sshoo! at (e
fa Croln. 15 minunis

NO MESSAGE FOR THE SOUTH, A po
vinplel calunet mingter, a juce, and a TV
wpacTe are. among thoee taken i by Cree
foecer parants 1o leaen the language and the
ways of thw pecple of Moose Lake, Buth
foster parents and thelr “childrpn™ sum up
thair gxpenence of exchanging roles by sy
g “'Thers is no message for the people
dowet 20uth untit they come arvd ive Wil
w1 minutes.

JUDGMENT ON JAMES SAY: The rocent
cisian by # Quehac court ortlering wavk on
the Jomes Bay Nydro Praject to come, and o
appeal doarion Niting the order, are diecisard!
by Craw andd Inudt lnadlery, tholr Jaowyers,
Camatian pOliticians snd others. 45 mumutes.

FIEL, DUMONT AND THE BUILDING OF
TME RAILWAY! As Lowuls Riel his twcame
the fotk hero of the praicies, Mutis peopie
Aavy covm /nore fo-admire s chief mylitary
lwutenant, Gabvivt Dumont.  Hiztorm Des
mond Mocton wily why Oumourt /s the great
or lwacker, and an Awstrafian play weight por
trayy Conadu’s first Prime Minister participe
ting i @ megetive chnspirecy” to briag on the
Second Mdtis upvising to atimulste swpport
for the bugcNng of the raitwey. 30 nynutes.

WINTER CARNIVAL: Traditional Indian

“shilly wre Aopt alive in novthem Manitobe by

o Winter Carnival, (taelf an Indian trodition at
the Pus Resorve.  Along with the berier
known ehilly, sueh aa dogaied recing, trap-
serting, are fowr packing and fldding, A
coftage af music, descriptions, sod ntervidwy
with the sounds of people having fun, 15
VD uteg.

PAULINE JONNSON: Thix radic play setx
the hoper and dresuns of the indlan nations,
amtl the yrory ‘of her own Nfe wod death, a1
portrayed i the weitings of the Mohawk
pout, ageingt the gueint and peculiar customs
af the Englieh society wiiich had inveded her
Mndy. 48 minutes

We have a sories of tapes svallable for
schools, discussion groups, tape librariag,
radio, and individuals. The series is al-
ways being updated and added to, but
this list is mostly of new additions:
Prices are for reel-to-reel tape at 3 3/4
ips, or on cossette or cartridge. (Plense
specifyl) Institutions are expected to
pay full price, but individuals and those
who can’t afford more cen pay half.

PrCE. 50 minutes — $7.00
45 minutes — $8.50
60 minutes — $10.00
80 minutes — $11.00

XTRACOPIES

EXTRA COPLES of this issue are avail-
able for single copy ordems, or for bulk
distribution and resale, They can be
sent out by regulac mail prepaid, or by
bus eollect, for prompt Iclh«y.

The paper is useful 1o raise conscious-
ness abowt native events and situations,
and is d-ogoc::hf fund.raising. On
consignment, the papor is 35 cents each
— yon pay after llae_vwly:nve been sold.
Payment in advance is 25 conts cach,
For §5, then, a person could give 20
copies 1o {riends or 8 social studies class.
For $25, a reservation group could see
that 100 homen each received a copy.
Clirches with & genuine coneeen for
Indian events conld order coples for
distribution within the parish,

By whatever means, we urge rich n
reading this to consider ways vy which
this message cam reach the most powible
poople.

BACK ISSUES

BACK ISSUES ate svullable foe same edithnn
for S0 eents cach, There are elght sl in
print, so all svailable back seios would ba §4

Volume Une (1969) bs out of print, and
svadlable ondy on mecrolidm,  There wem
tens immies tha) yeur,

Volume Two (1970) had seven issien. AW am
now out of prnt, availelile ooly on murofilm

Volume Three { 1971) had mane iwoes. All zro
now out of print, avallubie only wn microfilm
Volume Foar (1972 ) had six st Dhirvr
are otl) asmlable, mumabers 34 und 6

Viduatt Five (1973) had six lsviee. The
firs? bswtae on the Troil of Broken Treatses, |y
out of prnt, slthough i b now partly arail
uble in book form.  The other bsoes e sl
uvailabee,

Volunse s (1978) & pust underway with
s lasiie

MICROFILA

ARWESASNE NOTES is uvailabde on miora.
fikm und microfiche from & number of

AOTOES !
Bell & Howell Co., Underground Frem
Pack Microphoto Dividon, Old
M u-‘d Noad, Wooater, Olbo 48691

Kraus Thomeon Orgarszation Lid.,
Route 100, Midwood, N.Y, 10544

Univority Mierofiinm
Ann Arbor, Michigan 40105

Microfilm Corporation of Ameriea
21 Harristown Road, Glen Rovk,
New Jersey 07432

E : :

INDIAN TOBACCO

KINNI KINNICK — blends of herbs,
loaves; barks, and fine tobaccos accordt
ing to traditional recipes. At the
Mohawk Nation, we purchase quality
ingrodients from all aver the country,
and blend them cavefully. The biends
are then packaged and shipped —

a project which helps some members of
the Akwesssne traditional community
and which helps keap NOTES alive and

strong.

There are two samplers avalleble. Each
is sont out with a descriptive booklet

The Basic Sampler consists of Eastern
Woodlands, Western Plains, and Cere
monisl-style blends. The thrye 2-ounce
pouches are sant for $3.15 postpakd,

The Special Sampler consisrs of North-
west Coast, Price of the Iroquois, and
Old Chippewa Straight blends. The
Intter containg no rabacco - just
ingradients from northecn forests. The
three 2 ounce pouches are also §3. 18

(Cammmuvciy! deplers and others wofng to
rial! KinniKinnck may order in guantity «f
a 173 ditcount. A acin how containing tix
packare of mach of the six voelerias, with
retadl vatue of £27.60. coets 82500 portpw/t )

Funds earmed from the sale of books and other resources s used 10
buy food, maintain sheiter, and other needs of those who work on
AKWESASNE NOTES, and for supplies, utilities, and transportation

Via:

Akwesasne Notes
Mohawk Nation

Rooseveltown N.Y. 13683

Ship the items listed below to: -

ZIP CODE

TOTAL

PRICE

Think of our
brothors and sisters

wo will mateh It

EARLY SFRING, 1974
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Bringing Them Back to Reality

NOTES! | command you all on your (wal
uable contributions to what will soon be re
cognized as matters vitel to Amarican and
modem cavilizntion, Sesttle knew that the
whits man would forever be scoompanied n
this land by the spirits of the Indian peopls
D H. Lawrence savisioned the sams

The Native Americon occupies o subdiminag!
apacity of profound Importance to the con-
iousnem Of svery man and woman in the
nation wivich momentatily struggées upon his
homelend. And us g Third World voice, the
indien oftarsy 10 Lrsag the national mentolity
bock 1w resdity. Strangth and hope.

Patar Webn
Palhom, Massschasetts

Following The Creator's Ways

NOTES: | sk ol my brothery and sisters
who con live st ond with il Crastion -
whiere s wit now? W st sround tal king
wbout how the whitet are doing ur wrong,
pnd how we will make em waks up to UL
| gry ouit « whot's wrong with following thae
Crestar’s ways 1oday? Why welit? Vet you
turn away Trom e and hang your hasd and
call me & bt Indlan. 1t's hard far ma 19
lopk into the old anes syes

8ring the Hoop 10gether once again!  For
mbtty now, thit dreem of freedom it fading

| ask all my Red Brothers and Sy —

help me bring tack our desems.  Let's put pur
Ideas (710 reality. | sk you from this proon
cell where | have nothing to o mnd 10 much
tme 10 Think, | sk you, gr 18, wham
1 jove with aff my heart, and | ask eweciatly
e young pecpliy — Now 10 v ONce agwin
become One and biring the Hoop together anc
e with our {ather sky and mother asrth?

Mike Cryingwind Moory 28623120
POBox 1500
£l Reno, Okishoma 73038

A Younger Sister Writes

NOTES: Thix fetter may Aot mean much (o
you, but for me it is impovteot, | wn
white 15 yuaroid giv). A while ago | started

Our ‘Anti-White' Image Again

BROTHERS AND SISTERS: | hardly know
mw&m“mm' w0 you — thay
”e 0 many.
mwmmlmnmntwh»'bu
# potentially serious cause for dissension.
That i whot | parceive t0 be a strong pro-
jection of an “ant-White” feeling. | realies
that “snti Whits"™" transiates to be in reality
anti-imperialist and anti-capitalint, bur | won-
der 1§ not making that more clesr could per
mit developmant of & disoried image on the
part of more cawal readers,

| mysult am a white, and untll 100 short »
time 8go, | wis & typical product of that
systom, | learned rmany things about Life in
rellocting on my past, and my tour In Viet-
nom almost five years sga, For the past
13 manths, | have been bullding and iving
Vietnam Vetecans

Soldier Organization (VVAW/MWS0). This
post year has shown ma how 10 yeve my life
by living for the strugple to be froe and
maintaining that Fresdom,

We supported Wounded Knes not only with
0ny Towrite letigrs and tol & but slgo
with people and supplies, s best wa could,
How besutitul the growing snd desoening
and inevitably victorious Love and Unity be-
tween oll humans and Mother Nature is. And
how tragic and hurtdul the pain af knowing
how much more damaged life will be befarn
Humanity schisved (tsalf

Gary Keayon
Rochectar, New York

Ana Coelho s Free

NOTES: I'm Ana Coefho, formar inmate of
Catifornia |nstisytion for Women a1 Frontara
1'm now living in Oregon with my four little
people, My story appesced in NOTES tast
Yuur,

Thaey Tinatly fe1 me out, after two yesrs, which
s » long tima to be locked ue lwnmmw
you didn’t do, Thay “gricsously  reduced my
chorge Troen mirder 10 manstmghiar and cut
me loose. 1'm still Tighting "“themn ™ ~ my

nirw ool ik 10 b heard so0n in Sacramento,
California,

Ano Coulho
DOregon

LETTERS

On the Side of God and Ancestors

NOTES: | complinent you all on your
Journaliom and resoarch on the gruat desireg.
ton of what ig left of our naturel land sur-
foce by government und industry. | post
you! articles gt our university in hopes of in-
fluencing mors people who might intervene
for their future in neture,

Many, many thanks 10 all the caporters of
great heart and conscience &t A kwesaine
Though the atfore seem wmall ot timas in the
face af indurtrial s0cimty's grevt momuentum,
plagee keop in mind the initancar in il
pecotes’ hisrories of grest changes for good
Brought sbout by sustained offort and deter
mined man and women,

Gad and owr anceqiors wll ahweys be on
vour side

Car! Sullivan
Edmontan, Alberty

%3

Muskegon Mohawks' Mascot

NOTES: | would like to become a mascot
far the Mustkesgon Mohmvks Hockey Club

To do thix, | first wanted 10 resaarch the
Mohawk Indian 30 that | would ook u
“TRUE" Mohawk Indgian, | did not want to
being dlwcclu:’ohn the Mohewk Nation or Its

FRIENDS: | hope people are reacting well to
YOur message and putting it in1o practios.
Porhaps, poople who used to Isugh at the "“tra
ditional™ ways of living may take thas weys &
little more seriously congidering the titustion
oow, (The tinustion that is facing mare people
abways been with ur, but now people can
longer be ignorant of It} People can not

uking end taking snd never replanishing
source without some bod effect

ara many who have N up in socie-
tha! mnﬂdviﬂmﬁuoﬂhlm
f no other way of lHe.  Bur, per-
now thay will listen, becaume they are
faced with very strong exampies of what
thair type of living produces.

Marie Hermanson
San Antonio, Texas

0

i
gn

AID in Oklshoma

NOTES: We in the Amaricen Indian Defense
(AID) thank you for the Indian calander —
it hanat proudly in our office,

Nmmmlnmmm'-mpm
vide help to the Indian inmate, provide food,
clothes and sheliar to our brothers and slsters
who need us. We are paor, but we try our
beat 1o do all we can for our people,

1'% hortt atruggle. Without the help of
your paper wa can do nothing We ask you
to mention our tasks. We ore self-qupporting

Thank you for helping the Indion peopin,

Qur prayers s for you.  The Graet Spirl

bless you ol Kemp on lewting our people

:m the truth sbout the times. We arh be-
you

Kent F. Poolaw
:m 15

nodorka, Oklshama 73006
tedephone (405) 247.3532
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Adding Voices to & Choir

NOTES: Exceflent, sxcellant reporting in
this last gsue, | always wonderod who was
behind AIM and what sort of persecution fol
lowed thom around. 11 reolly smazes ma to
think that the “adminigrration™ of this socks
ty fools it con got oway with such ncs dittle
Itemx as discrimvination, persecution, and even
@nocide. Absolutely disgusting,

| sniously don’t think the main public is
oware 0f what s happening in both Canace
and the US. Thanks for calling out with
your voice. Porhaps woon we might got a
choir going

Disna Martang

Montres!, Quebec

Brothers in Prison Send Thanks

NOTES: Our library burw 3 very Himited
cancerning literaturs periaining 10 the natye
Amaenicans, but | am slowdy accumulatiog
more and more DOoks et you glve me, |
eian 1o donate these Dooks 10 the Draon
libedry W yoult rams,

Marvin & Tasso 136-712
Box 68
Landon, Dhie 43140

NOTES: You have sant ma such nice books
and | realy enjoy runding them. Whare | am
it b wery hord 19 9ot good books, und you
peophe Just give them to ma — It ls really
besutiful 1o know people live you. Thanks

Bill Marryg
New Hamoshire State Prison
Cancond, Now Hampahire 03301

NOTES: Thanks o mdlian for the book you
Nt o a gift < I'm very hepoy 10 have you
s o frienhd, | dignt know there wers Seople
on the outside who are cancerned about the
Indin brothars that are incarcernted,. It's
rually n grest fouling 1o know we aren’t com.
plotely forgotien, Thanks for the smile you
gve me — you people are simply basitiful
Frank Biiss

Box 107 W-10
Tohachapi, Catifornia 93561

Pages from a Family Album

NOTES: Sinca | am Tar sway Trom my Tam.
iy, | get the best information on my family
theough your newspeper. | hive sppraximete-
ly 30 Tamily meembers in the American Indian
Movemnent.

Marityn Frank
Mt. Edgecumba, Ataska

A Memorial to Debbie

PEOPLE! | support your papec st & memork
ul for Dubbis Arquetts, | think some of you
koew Debibie and the was a very speciall

Mm._ivmvomuhokmxu
rajoiced in her wonderful mirit. We min har.
Bonnie A
F New York

NOTES Book Well Received

NOTES: Sucdents really like “81A — I'm Not
Your indion Any More,*

Tom Cummings
Rumah Navajo School
Famah, New Mexico 87321

{Thiz book, shed by NOTES, containg
the Twenty Points of the Trail of Broken
Treaties, 23 well a3 the report of the ooou-
pation of the BIA heatlquoriers a yar 530
Classroom quontities of the book are svall-
abile at 3 40% discount on the $1.95 price.
The Editors.)

Appreciative, iIf not Affluent

NOTES: | may not ba among the more of.
fuent of your reatders, but you would be hard
put 10 find o more WProciathe one

Gordon Yates
flox B3890 (Fotsom Prison|
flopressa, California 96671

Be Free to Work and be Creative

FRIENDS: May afl of your naods and hopes
findd fUITilment 10 the your shewd and smay
you mnjoy comgdete [resdom in which 10
work and b creative

Brother Senet

Bluw Clourt Ablwy
Marvin, South Dakots

The Coming of Whiteman

NOTES: For centuries, this continent was
life-giving and Higsustaining, nourished by
people who protectsd the land and alf things
Iving @n i

Then came Whitemon, He “chiliged™ through
misacre, theft of land end culture.
staughtersd Indisosiminately the food supoly,
he overcut the forests, changoed the course af
the rivers, turned vast oreas o dusthowiy, cut
ha heerts out of the mbuntaing,  He Dlants
shopping centers instext of Toreste

Whiternan fias slieved the soul of the lang
by laying concrete snd sutomobtide grave
yardy from ses 10 shining sss — thy thing
soenes frum ofl sliok,

We will soon celebinte oyr 200t snaiversary
Porhaps wo should celebrnte alvo our 353
year of occupation of the contingnty,  We
e proven our mastery over the lanit W
have conguared it, and lgft It weeping and
wounded,

Sara Kuwtman
Whitestone, Now York

Honky Indiansg

NOTES: | onoe weote » Intiwe 1o NOTES
that wasn't printed, and rght ndw | wire am
glod that it wasn’s, In it | wid forget shout
the ald woys, #nd g0 Oul Int0 the world pod
e & whitey, | alst told sbout the wonderful
ot | howe, antd how nice | Nave &

But sfier reading the Eecly Winter issue. por
ticularly “Srothers ang Sivters'" try Cantee
Camp from his prison call, | had to stop and
Mins,

| wish that everybody that his sven one drop
of Indian blood in him could read thiv sncle
for he has made it sasy 1o teil the ditfecance
Letwaon am Inclan and a hooky

Quote! “I'm doing 8l right — | got » good
fob « 'm making it." 11 probsbily useless to
ik o loat souls, But | sey 1o themt that a
persan who clasms 10 be an Indian reafizns he
is respomsibip for his people, Peclod 11
caest't metter how much you may look ke
an Indian, or how much indian blocd you
have — if you don't accept your peopin wy
your rosponuibility, you're & hanky.

| think Carter Camp has toid o all = now |
misst Tind my wey of helping

Bobby Colt
Ligonier, Penneylvania

Indian Nations should be in UN

respect for ather

Michigan People, Note!

NOTES.. | was in the Indian Program for emvore
than 1% years in Macquerre (M. prson,
and it war beoeficlal to sl concerned. Since
that timme | have been relaased and retume! on
2 parofe viotition to Jackson [Michigan! prison
and the Indian progeam hove stinke.

1ty an Inclion pragreaen in name only — if ane
wat 1o febel it covrectly, /it would be s pacilics-
téon program, In Marquette, the fotlowing
programs aew held — culture, language, bictory,
Proup dacussions fmenbers oy, o weokly
Dusinesy meeting with an outsity guest, s! o
woekly rap sussion. There ate home and job
placemant programs, geanty for further schoal-
I O beCHtione! teiin 19,

The only thing peerritted within the welis of
Jackson Jxa bivnonthly meeting where one &
1o takw care of all buziness mattors, and guesty
Atk pormitted (0 Wit twice monthly, So, ax
YOU Can tee, my cry for belp It Justitiod

In ciosng, 1 juse ke to say ., . “WELPI™

James Bear Campel! 118918
POSos £
Jackson, Michigan #9201
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No Shame in Being Me

NOTES: Ar # stutent of journalism, | enjo
the very profenional composition of NOTES,
As 2 Brother, | snjoy the feeling | gut from
reading NOTES, » fealing that scenehaw, in
it of past and present transyressiony, there
Is no shame in besng who | am, na funlity in
:::vnm far goals strivan for those who passed
ore

Tormmy. Timmendiquas Rhodes 026233 F22
POBox Z21 [Union Cocrectional Institution)
Falford, Florids 32083

Can James Bay Be Stopped?

FRIENDS: Thers it one major isswe today;
"Can the James Eay Project be stopped?™
The future existence Of the sevecal Inclian . and
Canvadlan Natlons jontly restr on this contro-
versy. Your newspoper s gone much 1o
ward publiciging an incident in history which
muy hove atherwise gone unnaticed.  Thanks
aiso must @O 1o the “Last Fos’', perhaps the
only froe press in Canstia,

Orog Envighn
Scpsamish, Britigh Columine

The Place | Pray For

NOTES: From the tme | was young, | have
haet chesams and vigions of fighting ond some-
times dying far the Natlye People of this
country, and drmams of living in the Old
Way., When | am in the woeods and fonely,

| pray 1o the Gropt Spicit and he comform
me by sending & svitesl 1or ma to watch, or
u howk 10 yoar down and sy vwith his call
thut | am not alone, This iv the way | wam
10 Tive.

| pray tor n plece Iull of roundness where |
can hunt and Ive and whers # family could
wow, | surch far this place. How cen a

mon with no money fod a plaee without

Daing shot ¥t ur arrestad, for wanting 1o e
ihe woy the Creetor wanied some peopls 0
tivn? | want 1o fight for this couny — not
foe the Government, bat for the land, and

for my cousins thet fly and swim sod run

theough the woods, sireems, and sky of this
fund,

Thirsty Fox
Philo, Catifornia

The Red Wind Foundation

NOTES: The Red Wind Foundation has been
getting it wopether. We are purchosing
200 screx of land In the Los Padres National
Forest, about 35 mies from Sante Margerita,
Californin.  Thare arw 80 pocpiie residing
here, repiresenting 26 different native Amers
cun nations, living together, working and
warning sbout ourssives and the People. We
are rascouainting ourselves with our teachings
poenn and known by our Progie ganeration
witer genaration,

The camp i supported through & program of
wit-help and seif-relisnce, Members of the
argenization are utilizing arts yned crafts sup-
plias by making bescwork, eatherwork,
peintings, sihwersmithing, and various crafis.
We are chopping wood at a wecsal price to
senior citizent groups, and sometimes faaring
dawn oM buildings for the fumber, Donn
tiorw af all types wt this time is still very vimd

Parmanent lend use, 3 dermit spproved by
the San Luis Dblna County Supervisors, is
sought., We are living under the grace of 3
“conditional use permit™ which means we
are trying 10 comply 10 the lew and also
lessan the hasshes

Architectutsl studants of Califarnig Poly toch-
nical State Coltege have offered thelr techni
cal ussiviance, Now their function is to be a
fladson betwean our plong for traditionsl
dwallings and the Board of Suparvisors with
their bufding codes.  Traditionsl Chumash
housing, which is a roundhoose mads with
willow frame, hes 10 be officially masted for
oursbility, The Navajo hogan may be an &
teriative.  Bullding codes Oresently are not
mode with traditional nutive looges in mind,

Brothers, we have been keeping NOTES on
our minds and In Our prayern

Andres & DD Quiroz

Red Wing Foundation

POBox 618

Soma Margarita, Callfornia 83453

Whites Can’t Be All Bad

NOTES: Very often | se¢ letters in your
paper referting 10 wppatedly all-bad, thtalty
destructiva, inharently avil groups of people
fuwsly meaning the white race or gertain
white culrural groups.] 11 not quite that
vimpie,

It 4 impossible 1o justity calling groups of
peoples as wholes "hiad™. What | am trying
to siry Is thir not within cultures, not within
races, not within groups, not within fam e,
but within individual single peaple are good
and bod mixed to form a whole. No persan
in #l good ar sl bad, and GNCe avery Groud
of peoprle — from family to cultum — is com
pomd of individualy, the some balance of
good and evil mxists on il levels. Thus to
osll o group all bad iz insanity and to call »
ctioe sl Dod g, to my, absolutaly Incompre
hensbile.

Everything must be traced down to individi-
wiy 10 determine its resd cousn.  Everything In
the natural world s compased of porfech
wholss in a state of balance. All of them
together maka up the perfect whole of the
anttis.  The homan race v such a balance
compownd of “good” and "evil™ — but this
good snd il cannot be defimed Lroadly ~
it & truly \ndividual.

There iy good in eearyone — af people must
realiee this before carelessly judging and
bisming,

Serat Underhill
Alfred. New York

IReaters aro Wited 10 respOnd 1O this
fottar, Wa must mantion, though, that
goups of people, ke Western nations,
do Operate @ o aystem. |T that sys
tern oxploits other people, s members
lafien sharng in the bounty) cannol
cop out by saylng I'm o good person
w0 don't biame me.  They hive 4n ob-
ligation 10 tee that their guvernmenty,
corporations, churches, agenciet, or
ganizations, and indeidualy Dehove
well toward other peoples. Until
then, the {act that others are critical
and percene thelr people as “bad™ s
an unfortunate burden they must
carry  The editars,)

America Is Soon To Fall

NOTES: America Is 5000 10 1all and with it
will QO the whoie western capi taliste workd
We've besn witrning this nation for over fwe
years now and the time ls af hend, § don't

bolieve you have ta he a prophet of God to
o0 just that happening 10 Amaerica,

S0 what con be dona? | Delleve that the
Grent Spirit could really use the power of
.':’.‘5’,’;"’.....,.....8"’ R arh I Aroario andt

. o, -
stead of Tighting 1ol HHl, which seerms to
be leading nowhers, thot poruble the wisest

thing that could be done is 10 (repare your-
wives for the fall of America . . .

Whenever you see 8 thunderhesd forming in
the distant chouds, you hnow that » storm &
coming and you get prapered for it if you
are wise, Before the main blast of the storm
there is & lull, & cakm befors the storm, and
that s whaere America &5 ot today,

Gamaliel Forester
Childron of God
Washington, 0.C.

The Taino People of Puerto Rico

NOTES: | am perplaxed by & lerur sgned
by Great Woltl's Spirit who spoke vary indig:
nantly about the Pusrto Rican Independence
Moverment, saying NOTES should "“wiop stick:
ing our necks out by printing articles about
e luftiat groups of Puertoricans for Indepen-
dence of others.”

The native peoprh used 10 Ive under comem-
nism, Wher the white men came, It was they
who Yraught the vice of colonialism and sub>
jugated your pecple and my peopis and then
handed ut over 1o imperialign. S0 now w
e under tw vices:  cotanialism lin many
shepes and forms) and United Siates impers
wlism, the highest phase of cepitnlism. This

Jy why wa must come 1ogethar from the lour
diroctiont af the eorth, back Into the inoer
clrele, it Tight for ocur true political ienis
ty

Before 1483, Colombua' second voyage,

thare exisod this ishand called Boriguen, and
on this isiand sxisted & highly culturod Deo.
pla. They wern known o Taino. That island
it rodny culled #uerio Rico. But among muny
inoepentistas, It is 11l tecognized us Bori
Quen,

Brother, the Spaniacds and the Americand
have always taught that the Indians of Bocv
wers completely exterminated — but
in ix another whits lie. Wo ace stilt sround,
and stll striving 1o libermty Pusrto Rico o it
can truly reflect o more perfacted foem of
comerunalien, the haritege thet we hove re-
colved from the Taine, Arawnk, snd igneries.

| hope this raply 10 your Mrter is found ade-
quate 10 your warch for truth, We arw all
seorching for tuth because only truth can
guide the arrow O the netaino (weerior) 1o
the real target. | remain Your gusitiao
{blood brothar) in strugghe.

Que vive Wounded Knew!

Que viva Puerta Rico Libre v Sociallnal

Salvador Agron 28208

Boricua Revolutionery Nationaligt Organiza
Box 149  (Attice Frison)

Altica, New Yark 14011
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The Arapaho Nation is Concerned

FEOPLE OF THE LONGHOUSE: The peo
ple of the Arspehoe Nation in Central Wyo-
ming enjoy runding NOTES. The concemn for
Indinng s st ux much 0ur conoum, rvading
about our people wlf over and what we con do
10 help uach ather,

Gary Medicing Cloug
Rachel Goggles
Ethats, Wyoming

The Koshare Dancers Again

NOTES! The wocalled "Koshare Darcerns”
hove bumed me up for a long time, These
wivite men have rsal Indian outfin befitting
that of the highmst of chiels, How these over
yrown Boy Scouts have obtained thess Iy

e Hody ‘s guess. | have attended pow wores
and have seen tha pitiful sight of & white man
drossec up in these outlits — flaunting what
s sooreef 10 us, making 8 mockery of core
monial dances and secrotd raditions. To us,
these ore acts of prayer, giving thanks 10 the
Creator — tut 10 these white men, it seems
nowing more than a hobby, something they
do Tar Kicks

They even hotd thuir own “shows,” charge
sdmission snd sell papoorn and candy, a real
cornival. And a real cultursl rp-off t's just

like the litde made-in-Japan otem poles and
soagttane igures told at sauvenir shoppes,

PR - -
e N :
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A Koshare Dancer “in cgstume”

11 an Inthion were 10 don a priest’s robes and
give the sacraments, Whits Socwty would put
ot and 10 him. Why then, do white men
continually infiltrate sacred Indilan geremmonias
nd than wondee wity we take offense. Thay
1wk and ke and take and don’t give » damn

Mr1. Buth Shewsnda
Sudbury, Omtario

| Have Caused Great Harm

NOTES: | have cauped grast harm and des
palr to myself, my brothers and sisters, 10
my mother and tather, and alo 1o my Cras
10¢ — for It I his crantion | se and walk
upon.

My Crestor bt given me o voice 10 seak
and sing with, A mind 30 that | may think
of the miritusl lite he might give me #lier my
fite Is gone. He hés given me syss 10 witess
the high mountains and ears to hest hiy
voke

| have soon the waak, so thet is why | know
| #m 30, | have seen desth, and know that
somedny | 100 will be gone, | have sen fove
andd know what lve con do, and | have seen
hotrad and | am o0ty | have hated. Byt |
am seeing life and that is why | am glad that
| Tiyn

Elit-Pamer
Toppenish, Weshington

On Writing to Congressmen

NOTES: | notod your statement thal resdary
cnn heip by building suppoct of the Twenty
Demands sent 10 Washington Dy the Tl of
Broken Treaties. Please — whenever thare i3
2 chance 1o widd any Incfiun chuse by writing
10§ senator o representative, could you print
a short, clese notice stating what to sk the
WSO 10 sIppoOrt or

Any Indian delegarions coming 10 Washington
that | could help with mformation can catl
me st 783506, extansion 232 8:30 w0 6:00

Marite Tramt
Washingtan, D,C,

(INOTES will try 1o do this. Specifically
sbout the Twemy Points of the Trall of
Broken Tresties, readers are srkad simply

10 request congretsmen and senators to
introduce legislation which would imple
mant the Twenty Palnts so that hearings
can be hold o discuss them, Indlan Affairs
Subcommitiess in ssch House of Congrens
have copies of the Twenty Ponts.  Editors. )

Is the Great Spirit Male?

BROTHERS AND SISTERS: | am writing to
exprens my dissgpoinimaent in the et
writien by Russsll Meant and Carter Comp
whan thoy were in jail {last Tasue of NOTES),

Most of their philosophies | can agree with,
except for their mention of Indian wornen.
Manns infers that the reason Indian women
arg ond were the strength (nside Wounded
Knee 1873 s because “the Rethwoman carries
the future of the American Indian Nation
within her,” Then Redwomen are o be
wiely wpreciawd for our procrastive powen?

Evan Safly, “the finest example of an Amerk
can Indion' is just thar Decause 1he cooked,
clanned, woshed and nover complained. What
| am asking (s, ore Redwamen 1o be g
nowned and apprecistsd in ™he Red culture
for the same sexist things that white women
are ranowned and aopraciited in the wihite
culture? The fodder for generations to
comae?

Alst, since when did the Groat Spirit toke on
male connotationt — Geandiather?

Carter Camps’s Jtter o svon worse o The ré-
soect because he impliss that the reason the
Red people have fhllen u solely hecuusn the
Indan mother bas tade! in her dutias 10 per
pemite the Indian Man. | believe Carmp has
mglected to mantion the Indian futhert part
i rasing the Tamily — or In this do we 0c-
co01 the white man'y ways agesn and let the
maother bear, raise, leed, clothe, teach, love
the children whila the father srands aside In
fimancial servitude?

1t s regrestable that ODVIOUS M B %0
1aken for granted by our respecied leaders
when racism aguingt Indian women would be
o matter of 1ife and death, It is my fervent
hape that thiv garkening shadow bo quicidy
Hightanod by egelite aniem legt othar Indian
womean be dlenated alyo

El{zateth Fry
Spakane, Washington

All Wolves Are Honest

NOTES. Sinca I'm coming 10 Mohawk

Nation to work fuli-time for NOTES, this

moy be the lsst letter 10 the echitor 11 write
for o Yow years. In the article, “For If e
Inctinn People Die ., .7 in the lany imsteg dhare
s & sufuronon 10 “Bonett woles like Kent
Frizzell"’ as coposed 1o “dishonest onm.”

Woleur ire being extarmingted in the arusy of
this contingnt whers they stil survive as »
direct result of the Talse stergotype thas helps
perpstuate. 1t should seem familiar that a
oroup i being systematicslly wiped out on
1he pretext that (18 membars arm bloodthirsty
hillers wha mensce cwilited existance

Wolves &e crastures of trermendous besuty
and power,  Farlgy Mowast, suthor of “Pet
ple of the Deer,” hios written quite a bit on
the destruction of the great caribou hards

In nocthern Canadn #ned the resultant des
truction of the inlund Eskimos and tha gom
sequent slaughter of the wolves, whao, ngred
ibly, are blamed tor the decimation of the
herdds with whom they have laved in balance
for hyndreds of thousands of years

Would the Canactan Government offcink
who direct this have been so resdy 10 scompt
1his unbelivabie charge againgt wolves had
tha Europaan/Euro- Amercan woll-hating
yradition not been o deeply ingrased n
them? It you printed an spology 10 wobves
Wy the nest issue, i1 might ruise someaoe's
comciousnoss aboul wolvis, who are being
saughterad by tha direct heiry to the men-
Wiy responsbia for sleughtaring Indians,
Gayle High Pine

Chicago

e T e — e ——

NOTES has rocelvid many letters com-
meanting on the struggles of Palestinians
and lsraells in the Middie East.  Some
fetters compare North American native
people with lsraslis and their realization
of » homeland after many years. Others
say the Palestinians and native people
aro fighting the same cause — one of
liberation from settlers on their fands.
We have published some of these fetters
but weo have received so many about
this very complex situation that we feel
any further partisan commentary serves
no useful purpose in NOTES. Thase
pergons interested in the Middle East
situation should consult the many
excellent journafs cantaining informa-
tion on this subject. We are grateful,
though, for the many letters we have
received,
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Pennsylvania Indians Organize

NVOTES: Amecican Indian reyidents ot
Pannaplenmia have fonmed s organisstion,
the Panmeyvanis Coalition of Amarican
Narives andf fnclion Associations 1o rmpresent
o Eongiane aend Indian grouss it tho state.
Some of the group’s primary gowly are In the
wrwas of wducation, wallare, improving the
moanovrie conmditions of the mative Amescans
¥ the state, and equal Mstice befare the

fow.  On the boand of directors are Jumes

L. Crwwe, Charies Joancits, Witliem Lyneh,
Hogwnatd Saundurs, Sy Litthe Tiartls,
Auasel] Sy, and Willien Mayes

Junes Crows
PO8ox 2143
Naerisburg, P 17106
tolephone 6525967 or 7874810

Life in the Boarding Schools

NOTES: I'm wventoon yunrs oid, and have
boen through & couple of boarding chools
| with 10 present » problem that affects andg
donts the pride of svery Native American —
our Indaan boanting schools

We nesd 2 better education system in our
schooly, NOt 10 be taught things that our
smalt brothers and siters should already
hnow. Not sdeas and prensure that wil
autirilate and destioy the pricde of our young
peapla.

In the Indian boarding schools, the educe
tional levt {8 %0 low and unchallengng that
the students soon lose interest in thew sty-
dies and begin 10 wek other activities, ranging
from alcohol and drug abuse to minor defin-
guency.  Thay ressll i expulsion, or resenigs
tion of privileses.  For the student who is
restrigted wod becomas angry, the major
choice, he will continus with the dalinquency
n & move caraful/queetar mannar as 300N 48
hiz restoictlon term n over

The student whe w expelied from schoal will
tind unhappiness o his home and s Bifg,

He will try a public school, but Hind that the
chwllonoe oo great, the education too far
advanced. This will lead him into a arisis of
troutie with the law, o 2 very dull lowpaying
|ob #t the foctory O back at the ranch

S0 you sew, Nuthve Americon People, the
probles concurns your sons and dasughters ~
thecelpre yeiir community und famity )ite

Sharrole Senton
Groan Bay, Wikumin

Look at the Birds of the Air!

NOTES. Lile in thee “rew” Workt o very
complex and eutnl, What cun we do before
thaie are mare tears and pain ovar the fsce of
tho sarth, s0 that wa the peopin of 1he sarth
gon see our fomibins now o separeted with
our ghildren taraver denled universsd ombroce?

Look ot the birds of the aif, 90 much maore
dulicate than ux, and wonder why we canndt
20 they, many tunthersd and muny codommd,
stawn the sarth as thoy share the Ky,
harenony as weas maant

| um figtening with you 10 (he teuth

Karon Rewves
Nuw Yok City

| Am Lasing My People

BROTHERS: |1 wat with » hoovy hest |
oad (n NOTES the srticls, “Sraeil — Develoo
ment and Death™ (Eaxly Autumn issuel. |
was Horn In Ceara (Northeast) Beszit, my
mather of the Tabajera Tribe, and my father
Poctuguewe, | married an American officer

In 1944, andd have fved 3ince In LS A

In 1957, | returted 1o Brazll foe two yoore,

I want on what my {riends catlsd b dangerous
adeenture into Matto Grosso and Golar, To
e this was & chikd's desam realied — | made
the trip on a small boat for hite on the
Aragualn Fiver, which dedkies the two stales
sbove mantoned, to the ha do Banatal,
wihare | visited with the Caran Indians, and
laft tharo 10 the regecn. af the Xingu to the
past af Orlando and Cleudso VillesBoas |
want several weaks feorning, probing, for |
was hungry for knowledpe.

| resct your paser from cover 10 cover with
zealous interest, far in it { have foond the
Truth | hove always sought. | am wiry
proud of my heritage, and it paing my heart
10 e what the so-called Caviliestion hos
destruyed snd distorted.

Srella Gelwds,
Lavittown, New Yark

Print More on the Earth

AROTHERS: Print morm an the Earth, since
the sacth is ouf Mother snd all ife comer
tram hee (andd the Sun). Don't you think
you ought 10 devots more room 1o that sstx
ject — wikd foods, comseevation, crafts. You
should help peophs gt bork in touch with
the land and the erts in their culure,

The Truly Important Things

FRIENOS! | have beey gotting your womn
dectul paper far ovar two years nov and Jup
had 10 write and tell you bhow much it mesns
10 be able to share n the lova the Indian
people have for Sow anather and Tor oar
Mathar Esrth,

| have newer Deen rich, Iait wanted o nice
tome and new model car, cluthes 1o make
the usup! Opuarance, | gues, 1o ksap up
with the Jones and others. But since | have
beert ruading your paper, lperming about your
meoplo and rndm& many books sbout how
vour people fove Goxd's gifts instead of man's,
| have comp 10 know the trees 398in and can
sow atars clgarly — millicag

I hawvo come 10 know just what the truly v
poctant thi i life are, wnd come 10 know
mymtf and found a peece within myself, in
1ike being rebiorm agale,

This country s 3000 going to celebinite Ity
200t anniversary, But when | stop and look
ot the things that has been done 1o this coamn
try, | tosl it |4 rather & tima of mdness

We are now Taced with an enecgy crisis, bt
wa will dig for oll offshore, poliute the coeen,
killing the fish, putting In pipelings, stripping
the coal, killing the eorth, Wonder what the
whitk man with two cars snd electric morvels
is going 10 sat? Somehow, | imoging the
Graat Spicit g sittng back snd wniling sadly
and thinking o himsel — you did it to yeur
setver. Then looking at the Bedmen, the
Groat Spirit wodld say, “Mere I your country
-goin There wn't 100 much of it left — but
It's yours. 1'M help you 10 start anew. Only
you trasted My eerth as | intended it 10 be
troaned ™

Judith Lewls
Browrwood, Toxes

Que Viva La Causal

HEAMANOS Y HERMANAS. Muchas grackas
for the pupery You seiit us. The ook (ssuss
seemed By relevant now as then, and that
cannot be saxd of many nIWSIAPIrS

We iy vary invetsed by your sitempt 10
unite the strugole of Native Americans bha
with the Indian brothers e Mexico st Sauth
Amesica

Que vive s couw!

Pater Haseh
The Muelgs Schaot
105 Axrl 5t
Delano, California

Before 1t s Too Late

NOTES: Yout pubiiicetion is (valuetim for
13 contnnt and 118 ouseglr.  This Asrves icat
Nutuo hus a0 oormous tiesk ahantd of hm
~ Ine and) e Mgt Bieing il el {partcy v
ty the white meanl back 10 fis wnity et
umanners. e and she must bring us bock
10 the Eurth, our Mothee

It preatly trowbies mo tO sow wWhite A |
oot gnoning the plght of the Indian. 1)
troubitey vy PRI 10 s the whito mman
aking tha Tediony’ bnd, colrure, baliefy
ond “Ammricanizing him™. When wdll the
white riun tearm 1o 5100 dustioy ing the
Congiien ecompttom Toe gwofit snd “iicin-
non?'" | sincarely Wope that your plper
will be whle 10 comvry Hhir moet Imponang
mewtage bofoer It & 100 1ot for all of uy

Boty Hilibaet

We Need Leaders Who Have Vision

NOTES: It wos wiy congitderate of you 1o
mmpmber us hers, We would Hke you to
know that we are ancouraged by the good
work that you are doing, Wo s encouraged
by yoour avticulation of our problems. The
avardl! perspective (hat you Prosent is so
nsoossiry 10 formulsting » uniliod approach
10 thit developmeont of our peopls a8 well s
the developmeat of understanding in the
worid in which we must lve, This foomute
tion of develocpmant iy trus leadarthip — snd
It g feedership in which we must beliove, not
lwaders.,

In order 10 advange, we must haye direction
~ therefora, we must have lesders who hve
» vigion,  You are opening many syes

Terrence Bigke Fyle, Secretory
Nutlve Brotherhood

Collins Bay Institution

Box 190

Kingston, Ontario

Qur Future is Important, Too

NOTES: Native Amonicans have a colorfyl
and intecesting past, Mowever, their future

Iy o3 importeht.  Why, then, & It that in
walk-artablished mussuras there is slmost na
mention of whers the indion s or whare he
W going?

Thers |y o naed for change - today's museum
— thay must stop triging 10 kil the Indian
culture by portraying it as being only rele:
vant 10 tho padt.

Patricis Diorls
Aiver Vulg, New Jersey

Ottawa, Take Notice!

NOTES: | nad a tresm n whieh the
“appien” dxpelied it the mssionaries, ant
become Indiams again

Unfortunately, thiy Doused o sevore unomploy
froenrt Sriny resulting in the COlinpas of thy
Canadun seqnnomy

Puter Feank

Oaiville, Ontnio

Thanks 10 Those Who Cared

NOTES. | Nemt Cann about this paper wheh
| et in the Ure wt Carmp Mandivton, Calif
Once = wusk Staven Stallings and athie IO
Ihare and sttt Who cired sbOUt A usime U
the Brig feam the Indian Centee Lo wight st
st ing w28 waed from the ootaide.

To me arvid the other indsany Thers at 1he o
11wt the only tima wocth look ing forward
0

Joch Bawe,

Georgs

g

-
FRIENDS: ¥ oll pray for the AIM, BIA, In
dien Police, Poverty Brogeas, snd Nousing
Programs that therw will e Sustice sn! Maoroy
Merey and Peace and Nappinesy foe afl

{ Py Ut the papar you st me w others S0
Arep wnding it = we can all arn how 10 make

cadfjuytrounts 10 haww Justice, Marcy, and Prace.

The ftew. Daniel Madion O.5. 8
Crow Crowk indign Reservation
Fort Thavmgeon, Sauth Dakoty 57339

WE REMEMBER

NOTES: Newson Begay thould bw asharmed.
fLetteey to Editor, Bst i), I you reed
NOTES at al, you would see the ma) cavse
the fulks at Akwessme are Dehind: hongry
Kuds, the land, the furvre of aur peopls, He
might te one sl our people vwho his been
beamnwanted, We shouls take pity an him,
for he (s oot scting ke an Indign

Hetvnr Beckor
Virystury, New Yook

Ermest Valenzuela, 27, Pima, was murdered November 8 inside Leavenworth
Penitentiary. He died of multiple stab wounds after lying for half an hour
whife guarts sought "“permission™ to send him to the hospital. He had been
active fn two causos: as & native, and ss sécretary for the Nations! Gay Prison-
ers Coalition, John Gibbs, 86976132, Box 100, Leavenworth, Kansas 66048,
is heading a campaign to gain an investigation of his death, and to return

Ernest’s body 10 his native Pima land.

ile he is'free now, we mburn,

Tom Karp, a _In'mdmd reader of NOTES, passed into the Spirit World in San
Francisco. Mis peaple in Syracuse and his many friends on this land memorial
ized his life by support of the work of AKWESASNE NOTES, as Tom was @

- —
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Maori Relatives Greet Us

TIHEI MAURIOAA: Ki1e What Ao, Ki
Ao Marama, He Po, He Po, He Ao, He Ap,
Takirl mal 16 o, Korihi ty maty,

K Ao, Ka Ao, Ka Awbdtes

Gramtings, brothaes and sisters of the Indian
Nutlon from Nge Tamaras in New Zealend
We are the first reatly sctive Macel Hiberatian
group working for the native people of this
country and wa rafate strongly 19 your caus
which it'the same as oury. The trangation
of our name “Nga Tamaton™ is “Sons of the
Brave” and we hive sittered the sama troat-
mant ax your people in land and culturm
Enclosed Is u lettee exprymsing soliderity with
the stand 2t Wounded Knss

Michasl Walker, Secretary
Nge Tamatoa Coungdl
POBox 197245, Pomonby
Avckinnd, New Zealand

More News from Maori-land

NOTES: | mead of your publication in o new
mogacing here (0 our hometond ualled
“Hongo™ Imeaning God of Pesce ond Culth
vation In Polynesion mythalogy.) This megs
zioe Iy 8 voios for our Maoel (nstive) people
which airs grievonces and protiems slfecting
our minosity,

| have just finighed reading “Bury My Moart
. Wounded Knew™' by Oew Brown, | found
1tvery Abuminmtiog byt sickesing  Sickening
in the repetition of heoken traaty and
manoure,

OCur country wos colonaed in similar Taghion,
Today, the whites sy, “We are all 8na™ anly
0 long as they can coll they wna  Lasr
month | mat & Cherokee who it wotking over
herw — | foursd him imtaresting a8 Our Struggde
o sembar,  Thicwas it ¢ aogr (Mol daath)

« my {wondiather, B7 yees 0)0, passod

swiy. The slhies OF us see in Wayh similar 10
your poogie.

Do you poeopie hasr of 1the strunale of the
Australisn Abrmime?  Jus now they ssem 1o
He recowing & it .ol patilicity 1w The domis
sl of 0 ovop govarament ofliciol, an Abocigioe
who catiod his white mindster “u ragigr.””

A boak | e ceading a1 1he et
“Wretchet of the Earth,” by Frame Fapon

Mot Oy we Havn
Wellingron, New Zewtond

North Carolina’s New Resérvation

NOTES . Huyn i Normn Carsding, 1 the
Indwang kpeo coming to prison, halt uf wa
will e bare,  Tisdlans soom 10 get Innger
torrmes, ard thiere i 2 struepsle hore for iden.
tity — nobody weerne mtevesiod in the Indlan
behind bors

W wrste at haast six hettors soach vl every
wouk tor sppoct of native peoghe in jaiks ang
prisans throughout the state with no ok at
! = now vwe wk the potole ol NOTES fov
her We wont 10 make It clesr thit we ae
not mking for mooey — many 0f Ui e 1o
Tamily and would like to hyar from peopin
an the outsice. A letrir from sowhiody will
Us welcomed, Wa weoukd be grmteful for any
heln White Roots of Peaco and AKWESASNE
NOTES may te able 10 give.

The Brathury and Native Puogia at Cenwal
Prison, p

Bobsby Littlewnl! Koight
£35 W, Morgan St.
Aalpigh, North Caraline 27603

Whence Reconciliation?

NOTES: In the lsat e, Gayle High Fine
speoks with intelligence and pefsuusion. [t
would be knpossitie for me to fing e or
QUMENt 10 my heart with her worge What

g Oon in such exchanges of \stsers is not

tolm::w,:\to‘v nlthl'\:u 0 guens haw

bonewearying it is to r Oporessocs plaod
tor love and underatandiag,

But | Wil atfirm for mystt that = & white
mon | refuse 10 hate myself or my beleved
parents OF ther pacents before tham nd all
the sudnesses and wondess of thair own (ves
Latfirm atso thit | will nat gave up whit s
uondg | con sustaltr af | look roward th
heart of the univarse,

1 £2nno1 prescribe how others should Ive, |
Enow, | foul, thet we should nat Burt wieh
other In the real ways . .

The lettars in your paper tatk of mge 0Of
course we rage. Wa are fiflpl With the emo:
siom of our celly wnd of our seporsie Dirths,
Thus whan |in turn hedr my loved gads
seorned and attucked In terms of strong and
hatetul labels, | too mm angry for the seky
of my loved ones, bocouse | know their good
hearts and the gropings of their lves .

| do not encompass you, Gayly High Fine
but you do not encompa me either. We
ore sumounded and dverborma

dinny May great believer in that work, He is mourned and remembered by those who
Wesdlake. koew him, S R
New York City
AKWESASHE NOTES EARLY SPRING, 1974 Fage 47



. —————— —

The Apache Hide-Out At Whitewater Canyon, New Mex|co

4

— L.S. Fallis

8IRD OF POWER
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turbulent waters of moming mist,
kloots Hies with strokes of thunder
To the west, in circing, over itis.

t drops the ebony Dleckfish

On _the shellbeatent shore.

Boom

:38

| DO NOT WANT TO DIE A WHITE MAN'S DEATH

| do not want to die a white man's death
Sealed slone insidg a metal hox -
Polite and sterile with my final breath
Dark suit, a te, white thirt shined shoes and socks.
Give nourishment to feed me in my journey
and dress me not in store-window display.
No meed to sit around in all your finsry
Pretending someone wanted it that way,
Just death, another curving in the circle
I'journgy. This it not an end, my friend,
Mourning Into darknass into morming . . .
My beginning taking root within my end,
No markers made of stone and lzid above me
It's just my body in the ground below,
My spirit moves among the friends that love me.
The end?
My friand, the answer must be “no.”

« Bob Bacon

An Old Chief's Vision
Of The Spirit World

We will drink

the red bark tea
togethor

watch the smoke faps
blowing

in the soft

autumn. wind

hear the night raven
il of the long sheap
o comy

we will build cur lodge
with the feathers

of the mighty eagle
bed down

on the rich grassy robe
of a sacred

white buffalo

and emt

the red meat

of the buck

our life

will be & strung bow
of glorious sunrises
from which the srrow
of our days

will soar forever

— Ross Laursen

tree — my brother

place my hand

ofn his rough nide
foel his lifespirit
baating our old songs

1elling me staries

of skittering snow-crestures
hitching up

windhowling hills

the lonely

beauty at night

let the songs

play slow games
with my being his
songs maka their
cycles in my heart
the haart

makes its cycies
in the world

— pineappia

| SEE WITH MY OWN EYES

“The maker of this song, while in the spirit
world, asks and receives from the Father some
of the old arrows with which to kill buffalfo ,

- Jarmes Mooney

»e

Gilva mae the arrows,
They have comae, thay have come.

Gray light rims sky;
Esrth yawns.

Give ma the arrows,

Father give them to mae.

Rivers flow amaong cottonwoods,
Tipis rise against the dawn,

They have come;
I shall eat pemmican,

“Ar one time, | thought all I could ever be
is a drunk. When | found out | could fight
for my people, | became 3 man . . .~

~ Pedro Bissonetty

| wecame a man
And blood flowed from my fingers;
| stepped on paper flowers,
I walked among wroaths,
Give me the arrows.
The herd blazes in the gokd of moming.
All | could ever be
over be
I5 & drunk, a drunk.
They have come, thay have come.
They stink the stanch of rot,
| ate the golden animal;
| drank the stench,
Father give them to me,
| gruntad In his grunt,
And lay off my clothes
So that the hoof
Could trod my naked flesh,
All | could ever be
avor be .,
| hoard Crazy Horse,
| ‘heard Raindn-The-Fpee
over be

Deiiborate aim was takan
And brain crushed, braast crushed
Into the wind-swept dust
Of the empty prairie,
The tried river weith leafiass cottonwooads
The hird thundared through
The paper flowers of my grave.
Give me the armrows,
| found out | could fight for my people!
| found ot

| could fight

far my peoaple!

I went 10 the mountan
| want to the mountain,
| went to the Spirit

of the river,

of the sky,
| stoodd in the sun .,

hungry, thirsty .

To awsit my dream,
The mountain rumbied;
Springs broka open in the rocks,
| drank clear water.
Dizzy in the wn dresm
| becamie 8 man,
| soe with my own eyes.
When | became a man | became a shadow;
When | became & shadow | became a Light,

There is still & dry river,
A fellad cottonwood,
An empty prairie, smpty;
There is a saloon in Tulsa,
A [oll in Denver,
A welfare office in Oakland,
A grave in South Dakota.
All | could ever be is 8 drunk
Is a drunk

Now in the lands of the Father
I call out:
Give me the arrows,
I will place them in your hands
Not to avenge blood
But to keep strong hearts?
Not to avenge the paper flowars
Some gantie child brought
As a gift to death . . .
| would place these arrows in your hands
To hold the lodge,
To hold the sacred troe,
Ta tightan the sacred hoop
Surrounding the holy fire;
And in your grey and 100thiess sge
Smile upon your young
As they walk, hungry and thirsty . ., .
in the face of the sun,
In the embrace of the Spirit, the Father . . .
To the holy mountain 1o have their dreams,
They will become men

for the people.

~ Maurice Kennpy



