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Abortion nonsense 
In March the Missouri House 

passed a bill banning a physician 
from performing an abortion if it is 
known the purpose of the pregnancy 
was to abort and provide fetal organs 
or tissue for a transplant. Represen­
tative Judith O'Connor (Dem.) was 
sponsor of the measure which was 
approved by a 123-9 vote without 
any debate. " The bill al.so prohibits 
offering money or any other induce­
ment to a woman to conceive a child 
and then obtain an abortion in order 
to use fetal organs or tissue for 
scientific purposes." 

It is suspected by some that Mis-
souri Governor John Ashcroft (Rep.) 
has already had a fetal brain trans ­
plant, and that the Democratically 
controlled Missouri legislature may 
be attempting to prevent other RA:pu­
blican office-h:>lders from increasing 
their IQs by such measures due to 
the threat that fetus-brained Republi­
cans will eventually overwhelm the 
meagre intelligence of nonaborted 
Democrat-brains. 

250,000 American workers condemned to death? 
A U.S. Senate bill "guaranteeing" 

warnings to workers facing on-the-job 
exposure to toxic chemicals was re­
cently defeated by a filibuster led 
by owonents. A similar bill had al­
ready been passed by the House last 
October. 1be bill would have set up 
a seven-member panel of scientists 
in the Department of Health and 
Human Services to identify the most 
dangerous carcinogens and other 
toxins on the job and the groups of 
workers most at risk. 300,000 of 
those workers would have been noti­
fied individually each year at an 
annual estimated cost of $25,000. 
And employers would have had to 
pay for medical monitoring of those 
workers, allowing workers to accumu­
late evidence enabling them to file 
liability suits against th:>se errployers. 

The American Cancer Society, 

hardly a radical organization, had 
estimated that passage and irrplemen­
tation of the bill would have reduced 
cancer deaths by 250,000 over the 
next ten years. art business awon�ts 
led by the U.S. Chamber of Cbmnerce 
and the National Association of Manu­
facturers have succeeded in ensuring 
that most workers will not be allowed 
to find out about their exposure to 
such toxic chemicals, potentially 
saving those companies involved in 
the use of such substances billions 
of dollars a year in likely liability 
judgments against them. 

In a society rationally organized 
for the benefit of all involved, such 
monitoring and information would be 
done nearly automatically-probably 
resulting in the relative minimalization 
of peoples' self-exposure to such 
industrial toxins. But we live in a 

Desert threatens collective 
The Zahack collective in Portugal 

is located in mountains in the midst 
of a growing area of eucalyptus mo­
noculture. The collective, as well as 
the rest of the farmers in the area, 
is threatened by the erosion, fires, 
pesticide and fertilizer use, and sink­
ing water table resulting from the 
rapidly increasing area planted in 
eucalyptus by the wood products 
industries. 

Zahack claims that by 1996 it is 
planned to double the present area 
planted in eucalyptus in Portugal­
almost one tenth of the total area 
of the co untry. In 1974, the year of 
the aborted Portugues e revolution, 
there were 1,300,000 hectares of 
pine forest in Portugal. At this point 
only one half remains. According to 
Zahack, the spread of eucalyptus 

monoculture has proceeded because 
of their easy adaptation to the Por­
tuguese climate, their relatively quick 
maturation, and their suitability for 
industrial planting and harvesting. 

This system of industrial monocul­
ture is lowering the water table 
drastice.lly as a result of the relatively 
large amounts of water required by 

the trees, and their deep root systems. 
Fires are frequently set purposefully 
in order to destroy indigenous forest 
as well as the more diverse and small­
s cale agricultural traditions and h:>ld­
ings in order that the land can be 
terraced and flattened by bulldozers 
and caterpillar tractors, and then 
planted in eucalyptus. Wh:>le villages 
have been incinerated by such prac-
tices . 

The Zahack collective is urgently 
requesting help in its canpaign against 
these practices and to save as much 
of the area as possible from ecological 
ruin. 1bey ask that their plight be 
made known, that donations be made 
so that more land can be bought and 
preserved, and that those wh:> are able 
visit for the summer to help man 
fire-stations, to help with reforesta­
tion, and to establish a summer-h:>li­
day camp (although they also warn 
that there is neither telephone nor 
electricity, and that the accomnoda-
tions ·are rather primitive). 

Collectivo Zahack 
apartado 6059 

3000 Coimbra, Portugal 
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world owned and controlled by capital 
and politice.l authority, wh>se interests 
are almost always going to remain 
diametrically counter to the workers 
and others wh:>se lives they dominate, 
As such, it is hardly news that ex­
ploitative groups like the Chamber 
of Commerce and National Association 
of Manufacturers will continue to 
demand that those injured, maimed 
and killed by the activities of Ameri­
can businesses be quietly forgotten, 
without any blame for their predice.­
ments being laid at the feet of th:>se 
wh:> have created so much pain. 

National Institute of 0ocl..p8.tional 
Safety and Health have estimated that 
one in every four U.S. citizens have 
been exposed to carcinogens or other 
potentially disabling toxins on the 
job at some time during their work 
life, most of them unaware of it. 
Where will your cancer come from? 

Skateboards 
banned 

en April 5th the Columbia City 
Council banned skateboarding in a 
nine-square-block area of downtown 
Columbia from Walnut St. to Locust 

St., and from Seventh St. to Tenth 
St. The ordinance as originally pro­
posed would ha ve banned skateboard­
ing from an even wider area covering 
the entire downtown business district, 
as well as from areas around sclX>Ols. 
About 40 teenage skateboarders at­
tended the City Council meeting in a 
futile show of owosition. 

1be ban was supported by the 
excecutive director of the city's 
·Special Business District Kevin Fla­
herty, wh:> claimed that the ontinance 
has the backing of downtown mer­
chants. 11 Something must be done 
about this skateboard matter. It's a 
public safety matter," he said. Strong 
talk from a man wh:> doesn't want 
to see any more businessmen forced 
to take evasive action w hen hordes 
of skateboarders .swarm over downtown 
sidewalks! 
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'Ibe Panama 
Crisis 

Judg ing f ro m  the head l ines and 
the n i g ht ly net work news, there 
must be no more pressing concern 
weighing on the minds of Americans 
today than the " cr is is" posed by the 
continued presence in power of Pana­
manian strongman Manuel Antonio 
Nor iega.  

If •t is  a cris is,  it  is  an entire ly 
manufactured one. None of the fever­
ish accounts o f  Noriega's supposedly 
immanent do wnfal l  have o ff e red a 
plaus ible explanation o f  why it is so 
imperat ive that he ,  out of all  the 
thugs, gangsters, bullies and murderers 
with wmm the United States govern­
ment rout ine ly does bus iness,  be 
immed iately driven f rom office . 

In S o ut h  Korea, Israe l, South 
Africa ,  and much of Qntral and South 
America, U . S. economic and/or military 
aid continues to prop up v ic io us ,  
d ic tatorial regimes wmse crimes 
d warf those of a nickel-and-dime 
midd l eman in the internat ional drug 
trad e .  If every cocaine exporter in 
high places south o f  the -border were 
to be put out o f  bus iness, the result 
would be economic chaos in North 
as well  as South Amer ica . Even as 
the c lamps are being put t o  Noriega, 
the cocaine !lo w cont inues unabated 
by way o f  hundreds of small-time 
crooks and CIA operatives just like 
him.  Half the inner city ho us ing 
proj ects in the U . S . A .  have their 
o wn  mini- Noriegas . What's the big 
deal? 

The big deal is, of course, what 
Noriega lmo ws and whit he might tell 
about it. The campaign being orche-

News in Review 
strated against him has one real 
goal,  and that is  t o  discredit an y  
incriminating evidence he' s  prepared 
to deliver against our o wn  criminals 
in high plac es ,  most · notably one 
aspiring to be the next pres ident o f  
the United States . 

George Bush is Nor iega' s former 
boss and partner in crime. Noriega has 
said as much, an d  there's no smrtage 
o f  evidence to corroborate such a 
charge.  For Bush to maintain that 
he was una ware of Nor iega's dua l  
activities as dope dealer and CIA 
agent when he , Bush, was responsible 
!or signing Nor iega's  paycheck, is as 
p repost e r o us  as Ronald Reagan' s 
claims o f  being ob livious t o  what 
was go ing on in the basement o f  the 
White House during his term of office. 
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Fist City, TX (LEAK): The story 
o f  the m issing Unknown So ldier took 
a bizarre twist today when the reanti­
mated corpse f rom World War Qre was 
arrested for ·disturb ing the peace in 
this middle-sized, t\'l/0-fisted southern 
industrial city. The aging nat ional 
symbol was reported miss ing from 
the Arlington Nat ional Cemetery in 
Virg inia t wo days ago by Social Sta­
bility officials wm at first considered 
the incident a harmless prank by 
ro wdy college students. F.arlier reports 
t hat Unknown had been observed 
breaking out of his tomb under his 
own po wer were poo-pooed by Naze! 
Administration spokesmen, but were 
wide ly applauded by inqu iring minds. 

" This is obv ious ly the work o f  
so-called pinko-comnies," said �riff 
W. W. ("Red") Herring at a press con­
ference in Fist City late this after­
noon . " This was one of them so-called 
peace demonstrat ions and this Un­
known guy, all dressed l4> in a zoni>ie 
uniform, was obv iously a plant-junp­
in' up an' do wn an' mouthin' some 
stuff about a piece of a chance and 
again never and f re e  f or a l l  ••• • You 
can bet he was on the payroll o f  

the commie-pinkos all along and the 
real UnknoWll is probably layin' up 
in some werehouse somewhe re."  

A different view was expressed 
by Ecc les iastologist Rev. Canon POOd.;. 
der, wm believes that the Unknown 
mystery is the wor k  of the Devil, 
hand in tentac le  with Cthulhu, who 
works in mysterious ways . And Presi­
dent Nazel himself eJq:>ressed a similar 
thought-- that " the idleness of the 
tomb was obv io us ly a strain on his 
Moral Fiberils and the Devil rushed 
into the vacuum." Economist Wally 
Street suggested that " the freak 
circumstances o f  the Soldier's return 
in no way implies that the market 
has gone out of whack," and then 
went on to deplore what would hEglen 
to pro fits if young men began listen­
ing to this guff that Unknown was 
alleged to be sprouting "in the manure 
of the popular mind ." 

Mean while, the Unknown Soldier's 
whereabouts are unknown, but he is 
believed to be in Police or Med ica l  
custody, o r  held in a military prison, 
or possibly on a ship at sea . " There 
can be no doubt that it was real ly 
the Unknown So ld ier, whoever he 
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was ," said Russell  Eric Frank, spokes­
person for the Retroactive Peace 
Brigade . " Those who heard his stiring 
speac hes and read the phamplet he 
was handing out were f ortunate, f or 
he art iculated our Message perfectly. 
If we're go ing to have peace instead 
of war, young men will have to st op 
follo wing orders--or, as Urtkno wn 
s cra wled on the s ide o f  his tomb ,  
' Freedom--1 Won' t!' " 

Nazel spokesmen were quick to 
deny that Unknown or anyone else had 
written an ything on anything , let 
alone the tomb ,  let alone whl.t Frank 
said Unknown had said.  But indepen­
dent sources report that " Freedom-I 
Won' t" has been s cra wled on walls 
near the Arch of Triumph in Paris, 
in Britain's Westminster Abbey, near 
the Victor Emmanuel Memor ial in 
Rome, and at the base of the Colon­
nade o f  the Congress in Brusse ls .  
The s logan i s  spreading quickly and 
some of the gloomier comm entators 
on the established order fear that 
peace may break out at an y time. 
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Native American guerrillas 
• 

lil 

Introduction 
by Olga Sanchez 

The Quint in Lame Commando i s  a 
guerrilla organization in Cblonbia. For 
centuries in Co lombia, soc ial and 
pol it ical violence has been very acute; 
wealth and po wer lie in the hands 
o f  a t iny group of landholders and 
bus inessmen,  while half the pq:ulaticn 
doesn' t have the bas ic necessities of 
life . The pov ert y  leads to crime-the 
Maf ia is everywhere-- and there are 
guerri l la org an i zat ions r11 1mbering 
upwards of 10 ,000 armed men and 
women . Whi le the state has over 
the past three years doubled the 
budget and size of the police and 
the military, there are also death­
squad-type paramilitary grotpS respon­
sible f or hundreds o f  deaths. Here in 
document form we are publ ishing 
some papers f ro m  the Quint in Lamea 
Commando because that armed or­
gani zat ion stands apart f ro m  the 
other nat ional ist and Marxist-Leninist 
guerrilla groups ( such as the FARC, 
M19, EPL, ELN, etc .) . 

The Commando's re lat ionship with 
the social movement is quite distinc- · 

tive.  The Quint in Lame is above al l 
a nat ive Amer ican organi zat ion . It 
has been thro wn up by the struggles 
pursued by the native communities 
o f  the Cauca region in the south of 
Colombia. These communi ties nurrt>er 
around 200 ,000 people.  Over the past 
20 years or so , the nat ive popu laticn 
has managed to org an i ze and stake 
its c laim to se lf-determinat ion . 

These struggles have led the na­
tives of the Cauca, Pae z Indians 
mainly, to set up an organ i zat ion of 
their o wn ,  the Cauca Regional Indian 
Counci l  ( CR I C) .  The CRIC is a democ­
rat ic organization representing aroum 
fifty cabildos ( " communi ties") . Their 
fight has to be waged against ruthless 
repress ion by the great estate owners, 
their pajaros ( "hired · killers") , and 
government agencies ( notably the 
police and the military-- the area is 
under military occupation) . 

To confront this repression, which 
has cost the nat ives many liv es ,  
several communities outside the CR I C  
set up se lf-defense groups . I n  the 
early 1980s these groups coales ced 
and establ ished the Quint in Lame 
Commando . This is the Commando' s 
own account of the history of the 
Ind ian movement boum tp with others 
in the struggle.  It explains its diffi­
culties and confrontaticns with "hege­
monfo" parties and armed orgenizaticns 
( i . e .  with groups styling themse lves 
" re volut ionary vanguards") .  These 
groups aim thereby to lead "the 
masses" and aim to seize state power. 
Mean while they see k to manipu late ,  
d irec t and ride on the backs of social 
struggles already under way. 

The activities of the Quintin lame 
Comm ando are owosed to this noticn; 
instead, it reckons that the protago­
nists of the struggles and the op­
pressed in general-- and no one else­
-can determine f or themse lves the 
aims and methods of their st ruggles. 
There is a protracted learning process 
o f  united strugg le and freedom. Such 
a vie w  implies that the Comm ando is 
not made up of pro fessional political 

soldiers , but rather of volunteers 
f ro m  the comm uni ties wtD participate 
in turns . 1be Co mm ando, which in 
" orcHnary times" operates on only a 
fe w do zen or a f e w  hundred fighters, 
can, if the need arises , thus mobili� 
thousands . 

The state and its anti-guerrilla 
experts kno w all this . The Cauca 
and its adj oining re g ions have been 
under military rule f or decades, but, 
ho wever savage,  the repress ion has 
not succeeded in demob ilizing the 
native mov ement or the Commando .  

Quintin La me 
Commando 

translated from a 1986 Quintin Lame 
Commando paq>hlet by P. S. 

'lbe struggle of our ancestors 
We,  natives o f  the Cauca 8.1'.ld o f  

Colombia as a who le, have never 
willingly bo wed bef ore the rule o f  
our enemies . The fac t  that we are 
st il l  around no w is the resu lt o f  
centuries -loog resistance during which 
we have retained our d ignity without 
bo wing our heeds before the owressor. 

When the Conqu istadors arrived 
in the areas we inhabited, our ances­
tors came together into the Pubense 

Confederat ion e mbrac ing Paez, Pijao, 
Guambiano , Coconuco, Pubense Indians 
and others too,  f or the purpose o f  
stand ing up t o  them. Although initially 
defeated by the Spani ard's superior 
weaponry, the local  natives d id not 
surrender . Headed by the Pae z an d  
the Pij aos, the y  carried o n  a bush 
war f ro m  behind the steep rock faces 
of our mountain ranges ,  and the 
invad ing forces d id rather badly. The 
cacique ( " chief ")  Gai tana assumed 
leadership of the Pae z and several 
times he ld the Spanish forces at 

Photo trom Black nag, London. 

bay. She put to death Qiptains Anasoo 
and Ampud ia, who had comm itted 
numerous crimes against the natives. 

Belalcazar himse lf,  who embarked 
upon a great exped ition against Tier­
radentro in 1543 ,  was defeated in 
the batt le of El Penon de Talaga. He 
lost his lieutenant,  Tov ar, as well as 
his best troops and made a narro w 
es cape via the high plateaus o f  the 
central Cord illera . In add ition to 
Gaitana, other Pae z cac iques t ook 
the lead in the f ight with the Span­
iards • • •  cac iques like Talaga, Simurga, 
Pae z and his sister Taravina . And to 
the north o f  the Carav ina River the 
cac ique Suin and his son Esmisa 
along with Moras Apirama and Pi­
goan za, both of whom were ac tive 
alongside Gaitana. The �iards were 
subj ec t to surprise attac ks f ro m  the 
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�lombia 
native guerrillas and this was a con­
stant worry f or the Europeans . 

In 15 77 the m ining center o f  La 
Plata was put to the torch, caus ing 
the deaths of more than 900 �iards. 
Similarly, Qtloto was several times de­
stroyed, thereby f orcing the invaders 
to move e lse where . Conununicat ions 
bet ween the forts at Popayan and 
Cali were cont inually harassed . 

In add ition to the Pae z, other 
Ind ian bands fought in the war . The 
campaign o f  the Pij aos, led by the 
cacique Qtlarca was especially dogged. 
They dec; troyed ,  among other sett le­
ments, Ibague, Buga and Cartago . 
Only treachery by some among the 
nat ive ranks cons igned the Pij aos to 
final defeat . Whi le the fact is that 
the Pae z for their part were never 
beaten , and the fight to defend Indian 
rights has always been waged do wn 
the centuries by all the native grotpS 
in the Cauca . 

In many instances they had re­
course to " lawful struggle" ( i .e .  in 
accordance with the laws irrposed by 
those in power) , f or instance,  in the 
defense o f  the deeds of the Resguan­
dos- a defense undertaken by the 
great cac ique Juan Tama, or indeed, 
Quint in Lame's own recourse to the 
La w 89 of 1890 . But the Indian war­
riors have al ways been ready to 
defend our legitimate rights by force 
o f  arms . For experience has sho wn 
that those who hold power respected 
the law only when this suited their 
purpose , or when nothing else was 
left to them. 

On several occasicns, our forebears 
entered into al liances with other sec­
tors, seeking at all  times t o  benef it 
the Indiari cause . So it was , for in­
stance, in the wars of independence 
when the Ind ians of the Cauca fought 
alongside Bolivar, securing thereafter 
some years of peace and se lf-rule .  
Likewise ,  during the civil  wars o f  
th e  last century, the Pae z Ind ians 
j oined forces with Mosquers and 
Obando to obtain the return of certain 
l ands usurped . And they even managed 
to hold on to a s izeable number of  
weapons follo wing the v ictorious 
batt le at Segovia . 

Manuel Quintin Lame 
Manuel Quintin Lame was one of 

the great champions o f  the Ind ian 
cause . He gave a lead in the mobili­
zat ion of the communities o f  the 
Cauca and subsequen t ly in those o f  
the Tolima in the f i rst ha l f  o f  this 
century. Around 1 90 5 ,  after  having 
lost a portion o f  their  lands, the 
great estate o wners o f  the Cauca 
resolved to br ing the Ind ian commu­
nity as lo w as poss ible by wrest ling 
f ro m  them part o f  their  alre ady re­
duced ho ld ings and by increasing con­
siderably the ob ligatory labor service 
on their hac iendas -- a  sort of slavery 
kno wn as the corvee. 

The Ind ian people, unable to bear 
the ow ression any longer , reso lved 
to rise in revolt . Manuel Quint in 
Lame plac ed himse lf at the head o f  
the nat ive revolt .  H e  was a farmer 
born on 26 October 1880 in San 
Isidro near Popayan .  But his was a 
Pae z family and it came from Tierra­
dentro , so he was conversant not 

Continued on page 1 1  
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Alternative Media Review 

Alten1ative 
L I F E I N H E L L  

�1�86 2� 
MAlr 

Gr('o Sij IN (# 
press 

THE THOUGHT ( ct o 1he Philosophers 
Guild, POB 3092,  Orange, CA. 92665)  is 
a rather c urio us  creation of its " chair­
founder" Ronald C. Tob in .  Published on 
a fairly t ight monthly s chedule, this 
publicat ion seems to be a basically rjght­
wing " libertarian" effort of modest pro­
portions . A clue to its perspective is 
provided in the April 1988 issue (#56 ) ,  
which features a n  8-page d iatribe b y  a 
"true-bel iever" in Ayn Rand ( one of her 
former pupils, Virg inia Hamel) defending 
this virtuous woman's reputat ion from 
Barbara Branden' s critical biography of 
the saint o f  obj ectivism. An interesting, 
though somewhat limited, first -person 
account by Avi Naftel  of a vis it to the 
Gaza str ip after the Arab/ Israe li  "six 
day war" is the high point o f  the issue . 
Subscript ions are $8/12 issues (one year) . 

THE LATEST FACTSBEET FIVE ( c/o  
Gunderloy, 6 Arizona Ave .,  Rensse laer, 
N. Y. 12144 -4502) sho ws cont inuing im­
provement in production standards for 
this no w 72-page compi lat ion . If you're 
not familiar with it yet , this se lf-de­
scribed " zine o f  crosscurrents and cross­
pollination" consists largely of anarchist, 
punk, sci ence fiction fan , and mai l art 
periodical revie ws  number ing in the 
hundreds! Also inc luded are a fe w mar­
ginally interest ing columns by folks like 
Anni Ackner and Kerry Thornley, as 
wel l  as quite a few short poetry zine, 
audio record ing and book reviews. If you 
haven' t seen a copy, you ought to check 
it out at least once . Subscr ipt ions are 
$2/ issue for up to 4 issues . 

THE F IRST I SSUE OF DRAGONFLY 
(534 Texas St . ,  San Francisco, CA. 94107) 
has appeared . This nice ly done zine 
includes a pretty good " rant" about our 
· 11aut opia" called " Stowing the car" by 
H. H. Bliss, a short but lucid denunciation 
of the - inhuman tactics of the mental 
health industry in " Ideas o f  Ref erence" 
by Johann, a short-short-short story by 
Susan Caro l Barnes, and some nice col­
lage-work. 1he first issue even features 
a ne w calendar system based on a com­
bination of lunar and solar trans its, 
with months based on the phases of the 
moon ( the first issue of b'agonfly was 
published on the first day of "Olmelian"­
-mid-April in trad it ional reckoning) . 
Send an SASE or a donation for a copy. 

I HA DN' T READ A COPY OF UTNE 
READER ( Box 1974, Marion,  OH. 43305) 
for about a year and a half (since they 
last sent us an exchange copy) . Un­
fortunate ly, the March/ April issue (#26) 
looks more than ever like a " Marsh­
mallow Reader" instead . Of course, if 
you want to go for the b ig bucks in 
" alternative" publ ishing , it probably 
makes a lot of sense to puplish a liberal 
version o f  Readers Digest. It's subtitled 
" 1he best of the alternat ive press ," but 
if this is the "best" we' re in worse 
shape than I thought . With 128 pages in 
each issue and thousands of period icals 
from which to pick their reprints , I' m 
sure the folks at Utne could make a 
few more chal leng ing selections-if they 
wanted to . But if you' re af raid to face 
the real issues ,  if you want to g ive up 
but st ill  think of yourse lf as a ( nice) 
"rad ical ," this is probably the magazine 
for you.  Subscr ipt ions are #24/year ( 6  
issues) . 

THE CAMPUS REVIEW ( 336  South 
Clinton, Suite 16 , Iowa City, I A.  52240) 
is one o f  the remaining right-wing " al­
ternat ive" student papers mode lled on 
the nasty att itude of the iconoclastic 

• 

review 
an d  much more well-kno wn Dartmouth 
Review. What it lac ks in intelligence it 
makes up for in chut 21>ah in pursu it of 
its defense of white, heterosexual, pro­
pertied, patr iot ic male values . Its May 
1988 ( V .4,No .4) issue's hysterical anti­
left ism rivals the worst of the left's 
hysterical anti-right ism, though it's not 
nasty eno ugh to make me sympathize 
too much with its left ist victims .  It' s 
generally boring , but probably more 
interest ing than other right wing rags . 
Subscript ions are apparent ly $1/(year?) . 

KALLISTI; A Magazine of Altemative 
Views ( POB 19566,  Cincinnati,  OIL 45219) 
has a fairly wel l-done mix of short, 
short artic les, co lumnp and reviews ma­
king its l ight weight fare very readable 
and d igest ible overall.  The var iet y of 
writers ( cons idering the l im ited space) 
allows eno ugh d ivers ity to maintain 
interest,  while the Iiloto features ( fashion 
with and without " clothes") and comix 
( " Juliare and his Guard ian Planarian" is 
a regular feature we ll worth a look) 
add spice .  The one piece to this puzzle 
which doesn' t seem to fit is an apparent­
ly rather rac ist apology for the practices 
of the current Israe li reg ime in the 
form of a serialized st ory by Sheva 
Bron called " Amir' s Men ." Subscr ipt ions 
are $9/ year( 6 issues) . 

THE A P R I L, 1 9 8 8  I SSUE of New 
�lions ( POB 19324, Washing ton, D. C. 
20036) pushes the novel idea that " Pat 
Robertson was onto something big" in 
its lead article--happily citing his re­
peated ca ll  for Americans to  " come up 
with a ' co mmon ethical standard' and 
set o f  ' shared values' " as evidence. Ty­
pically inane fare for this litt le ( SW .) 
cotton-candy political review-originally 
New Ageist , no w even less def inite it 
its amorphous ly "decentralist, ecological, 
global ly respons ible" vision . Exudes a 
superficial,  yet self-congratulatory, mid­
dle-class American opt imism on every 
page . Subscript ions are an outrageo us  
$25/year( ll issues) .  

ON THE COLU MBIA SCENE, MOllEN­
'11JM; a lifestyle and opinion monthly 
( POB 270 ,  Columbia, MO. 65 205 ) is no ­
thing special,  nothing surprising-jmt a 
folksy, re latively unpretentio us ,  and 
mildly interest ing attempt at increasing 
the d ivers ity of our local media. Momen­
tum ( May 1988,  #2) claims a "small rea­
dership," apparent ly targeted at "largely 
busy, educated folks." It includes " Halfism 
Explained ," a quick attempt at humor 
by Michael Renner, a survey of local  

bed and breakf asts in Rocheport and 
Arro w Rock, and a eulogy for the Colum­
bia Community Grocery ( the no w closed 
local food co-op) , including a survey of 
loca l  food buying clubs still in existence. 
Also featured are a couple of columns­
one " cn  Moral Hangovers," the other 
" Still Married Aft er al these Kids"-and 
a naive American turista's Mex ican tra­
velogue . Subscr ipt ions are st ill  $5/year 
( 12 issues) , though this wil l  be changing 
soon.  

W E' V E  BEE N EXCHANG I NG papers 
with 'l'be Torch/ La .Antorcha ( c/ o  Revo­
lut ionary Socialist League, POB 1288, 
NY C, NY. 10116 ) for the last year, noting 
that these folks have been mildly ques­
t ioning their Marxist- Lenirdst-Trotskyist 
dogmas at the same time as they have 
been reaching out to inf luence some 
segments of the anarchist movement . 
()le of the ir more interest ing recent 
articles was " Pau l Goodman's Anarchism 
and the Movement of the ' 60s" in the 
March- May 1988 issue.  But it's st ill  im­
poss ible to ignore their rather heavy­
handedly lef t ist style. Subscriptions are 
$4/( year?) . 

ALSO RECEIVEik 
After a short absence Lawrence Li"er­

more's Lookout! ( POB 1000,  Layt on ville, 
CA. 95454 ) is back strong er ( and longer) 
than ever! This wide-rang ing and livtily 
punk-zine is well  worth loo king int o .  
Despite its er1dorsement o f  Jesse Jac k­
son/electoral politics, th is zine remains 

. poS$ ibly the most literate and thought­
provoking of its kind. Send $1 for a 
sample . 

Issues #7 and #8 of 'l'be Skeleton 
Quarterly ( c/ o  Raining House, POB 1452, 
Santa Cruz, CA. 95 061) , poc ket-sized 
tidb its for your perusal .  Fre e .  

. 1he Midwinter 1988 Daybreak ( POB 
98, Highland, M D. 20777-009 8 )  "dedicated 
to the seventh generat ion" is a fairly 
commercial (advertising-oriented) atterrpt 
at creat ing a so mewhat "mainstream" 
Nat ive Amer ican tabloid .  Subscript ions 
are $12/ year(4 issues ?) . 

Storm Warning #7 (4710 University 
Way N. E. ,  Suite 16 12 ,  Seattle, WA. 98140) 
is a publ icat ion o f  Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War-- Anti-Imper ialist which 
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quotes the Marxist - Leninist dinosaur 
Bob Avakian with app roval . �estionable 
taste at the least . Subscr ipt ions are 
$8 / 12 issues .  

The Spring 1988 issue (#11) o f  'l'be 
New C&ta}Jst ( Box 99, Lillooet , B.C. 
Canada VOK 1 VO) focusses on " Peace in 
our Places ," with articles on the British 
Columbia peace movement, vo luntary 
simplicity, an interview with Susan Grif­
fith and eco log ica l  ne ws and reports . 
Shares the same faults as other "Green" 
papers, but is more pro fess ionally pro­
duced than most . Subscriptions are $12/6 
issues . 

Talk Ia Dleap ( POB 2296, Philadelphia, 
PA. 19103)  is a monthly tabloid devot ed 
to Philade lphia's alternat ive culture 
scene--mus ic a: pol itics most ly. With a 
better than average mix of coverage for 
such proj ects, TIC #9 ( May 1988) features 
a paean to "Paris ' 68 "  by Sue Sturgis, 
spring fashion photos ( check your neigh­
borhood dumpsters! ) ,  and Jack Wright 
on free mus ic/ f ree j a zz .  Subs cript ions 
are $6/6  issues . 

Dialogue ( c/ o  Brad Ott, 916 Euterpe 
St . ,  New Orleans 70130) is New Orleans' 
"alternat ive monthly ne\ISjoumal." Nicely 
done, this compact journal covers the 
local ac t ivist scene f ro m  a fairly anti­
author itarian perspective . Subs criptions 
$5/ year ( 9- 10 issues ) .  

A "net working bullet in for ac tivists 
east and west ," � Gogol Boulevard 
( 151 First Ave ., #62,  N. Y . C. ,  NY . 10003) 
has so far published three informat ive 
issues . The lates t ,  #3/4 ( Spring 198 8 )  
covers the INF treaty, and ac tivit ies in 
East Germany, Czechos lovakia , Hung ary, 
Po land and the U. S . S . R. The :nost inter­
est ing art ic le des cr ibes " The Ideo logy 
of Sov iet Hi[.t>ies ( 1967- 1987) ." Subscrip­
tions are $5/ 4 issues . 

Afterb irth #1 ( POB 392, Decatur, 
GA. 30031) features Kerry Thornley' s  
" Meher Baba Talks i n  My Sleep," and 
Monaca White Rabb it' s " Crises in Cor­
rec tions ." Send a donat ion for a sarrple. 

Twisted Imbalance and Eat My Shit 
( POB 125 04 ,  Raleigh, NC. 27 605) share 
the same address and not a litt le o f  
the same style, although Twist ed  Imba­
lance leans more to wards a Subgen ius 
s lant-- inc luding an excerpt by Ivan 

. Continued on page 12 
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International Anarchist News 
Rahl Rousers 

protest in Minneapolis 
The dispatch of 3,200 add itional 

U. S.  troo� t o  Honduras in March in 
a move to put add itional military 
pressure on Nicaragua ,  led to imme­
d iate protests aro und the country. 
Demonstrat ions in Minneapolis ,  Min­
nesota-- in which many anarchists 
participated--were especially effective. 

01 Wednesday, March 16 th, the 
Pledge o f  Res istance called a demon­
strat ion for the next day to d isrupt 
traff ic at the busy intersection o f  
Hennepin and Lake which was attended 
by " at l east 500 people." 

Accord ing to Minneapol i..i' s  Rabi 
Rouser (published by the Revolutionary 
Anarchist Bo wling League) , "the chants 
were angrier than usual: '1-2-3-4, We 
don' t want your fucking war,  5-6 -7-
8, No w we will retaliate;' ' No war, No 
KKK, No fas cist U. S .A. ;' and the 
rhythmic ' U . S .  out o f  Honduras .' Cop 
cars were pe lted with paint bombs 
and graffiti went up on every available 
surfac e .  A U. S. f lag was burned . As 
a cro wd surrounded a police car, 
intent on f l iw ing it, the police with­
dre w f rom the area . The area was 
dee lared a ' liberated zone' and barri­
cades of ne w;paper boxes, bus bencl� 
and burning dumµst ers were dragg ed 
into the streets."  

to about 1,000 as the streets were 
occ upied again . The cro wd marched 
the 13 blocks t o  an Armed Forces 
Recruit ing Station unmolested by 
police . cnce everyone had gathered 
there, the recruit ing �tat ion was 
quickly trashed with paint bombs, 
eggs, and spraypaint, after which 
windo ws and a door were broken 
with roc ks ,  bricks ,  and at least one 
bo wling ball ( ST R I K E!) . Aft er this 
demonstration dispersed peacefully, the 
fai lure o f  the coµs t o  make an y  ar­
rests or to st op the trrufuing was 
explained by one cop quoted in the 
press , woo said, " the anarchists are 
better organi zed than we are .'' 

Over the follo wing weekend a 
Coalition to Stop the War was organ­
ized includ ing Lesbians for Peace ,  
the Pledg e  of  Resistance, the Progres­
s i v e  St udent Organ i zat ion , RABL, 
the Socialist Wor kers Party, WAM M  
an d  the Young Soc ialist Alliance . A 
rather primit ive attempt was also 
made to blo w  up RABL's ho me at 
Bac k Roo m Anarchist Books ,  an d  
shots were f ired into the o ff ices o f  
WAMM. 
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" The spirit of the demonstrat ion 
was of festive def iance . As so me 
people covered the barricades many 
danced in the street to drums, flutes 
and the makeshift perctBSion of trash 
c ans , ne wspaper boxes and other 
f ound obj ects . As the sun set , the 
f lames from the dunµ;ters illuminated 
the intersect ion as streetlights never 
could ." 

Then ,  with the next demor:.Stration 
on Monday, an attempt was made t o  
march o n  the ne w Federal Bui lding , 
but upon arrival riot coµs attac ked 
protesters, clubb ing , kicking ,  macing 
an d  arrest ing people. Press cameras 
were smashed and a reporter was 
b itten by a pol ice dog . Punk youth 
were singled out for beatings. Oli.ldren 
an d  parents were arrested together.  
And,  the next day WAM M  withdre w 
f ro m  the Coalit ion on the grounds 
that it could not support property 
destruction , splitt ing the anti-war 
protesters' ranks . 

Armed Forces Recruiting Center in Minneapolis 

"After a couple of hours,  riot 
polic :! amassed as a wall  at the in­
tersection o f  31st St . and Hennepin 
Ave .  With c lubs, helmets, teargas 
an d  dogs, the coµs ordered people to 
clear the area or they would ' co me 
in hard .' In a mass meet ing in the 
street it was dec ided to ho ld the 
street . Roc ks ,  bott les and st icks 
were gathered and the barricades 
were f ortified ." 

" When it was overheard that the 
pol ice wanted the ' WAMM women' 
( Women Against Mil itary Madness,  a 
co -sponsor o f  the protest) out before 
they mov ed in , WAMM members linked 
arms and put themse lves bet ween 
the main body of the demonstrat ion 
and the riot coµs . When the pol ice 
offered to arrest those woo wished 
to make a point ' Honeywe ll  style' 
( in ref erence to the choreographed 
civil disob ed ience ac tions at lbney­
well, a major military contractor) , 
the cro wd laughed an d  j eered the 
coµs .11  

"The area was st ill  held after 
four hours despite repeated pol ice 
warnings . As the weather grew colder 
( it was still freezing out in Minnesota) 
the cro wd began to diminish. A second 
mass meet ing dec ided to withdra w 
f ro m  the area and return again at 
4:30 the next day. At this point the 
cro wd marched towards the r iot coµs 
woo retreated as a fe w roc ks  and 
bott les were thro wn at them .  The 
cro wd was able t o  d isperse into the 
surrounding res ident ial area with 
only three arrested during the night, 
all  youths ." 

The next day the cro wds swelled 

Rain slo wed the next major demon-

Neither Expulsion 
nor extradition 

The Federat ion Anarchiste Fran­
caise ( 145 ,  rue Amelot , 75 011 Par is) 
has initiated an international carrpaign 
for the l iberation o f  Roberto Gemig­
nani and all other Ita lian prisoners 
in France.  

Roberto has been j ailed since 
December 24 ,  1986 under threat o f  
being extrad ited t o  Italy. All four 
requests for cond itional release made 
by his lawyers have been rej ected . 
In today' s context, at both the French 
and international levels, no political 
refugees or immigrants are safe from 
po l itical repress ion . 

This has led the Federat ion Anar­
chiste Francaise ( FAF) to attempt to 
organize a campaign of �olidarity 
and mob ilizat ions beyond the borders 
of France. This led to an international 
Action IAl.y on March 6th .  And further 
ac tions are enco uraged: demonstra­
tions , gatherings, occupations • • •  in all 
plac es which represent the French 
state, such as embass ies , consu lates, 
travel agenci es ,  cultural centers, etc. 

So lidarity at an internat ional 
level can make a d ifference.  For 
more informat ion contact:  

Comite de Contre- informat ion et 
de So lidar ite 
65 , rue Bichat 
75 019 Paris, France 

strat ion later in the week. Pol ice 
harassment increased throughout the 

week, as coµs picked up youths on 
petty charges and beat others . cne 
woman woo had been vis ible during 
the demonstrat ions had an arm broken 
by the coµs . And the anti-war protests 
wound do wn with a peaceful rally of 
about 2,000 people at the State Qipitol 

in St . Paul for the annua l  Central 
America Week demonstrat ion, which 
marked the end of what has come to 
be called " the up rising .'' 

For a more detailed account of 
these events, send a SASE for a 
copy o f  Rabi Rouser #3 ( c/ o  Bac k 
Room Anarchist Books ,  2 E. 27th 
St . ,  Minneapol is,  MN.  55408 ) .  

'Ihe anarchist scene 
This column will attempt to he lp our 

readers keep up on some o f  the myriad 
proj ec ts, publicati6ns ,  and gather ings 
throughout the d iv erse and d ispersed 
anarchist s cene in North Americ a .  If 
you have an event or proj ect to an­
no unce, let us kno w about it and we' l l  
try  to inc lude it here . . • .  

The North American Anarchist Review 
( c/ o C. A. L.,  POB 1446 ,  Columbia, MO. 
65 205 - 1446) proj ec t has been abandoned 
due mainl y  to the mass ive lack of inter­
est sho wn s ince its concept ion .  Despite 
the apparent success of  the New Anar­
chist Review ( BM Bookserv, London 
W ClN 3XX, England) upon which the 
North American Anarchist Review ( NAAB.) 
was to have been based, the cond itions 
for its replicat ion here appear to be 
lacking .  While we st i l l  fee l that such a 
publicat ion proj ec t is needed and would 
be more than · worthwhile, without an y 
support it would have taken too much 
attention away fro m  the production o f  
Anarchy. Instead, w e  wil l  attempt t o  
incorporate some o f  the features that 
would have charac terized the NAAR 
into the production o f  Anarchy. And H, 
in  the future ,  an yone is  interested in 
taking respons ibility for this t ype o f  
proj ec t ,  w e  are wil l ing to provide our 
services • • • •  

A Distribution ( 396 7 th  St . ,  #2, Jersey 
City, NJ 07302) is a co llective dedicated 
to disseminating anarchist and situationist 
ideas through the d istr ibut ion o f  books 

and pamphlets . The y are c urrently dis­
tribut ing a ne w 20-page 1988 cata log . 
For a f ree copy send them a self-addres­
sed , large-size en velope with $ . 45 post-
age • • • .  

The f ortunes o f  the t wo-decade old 
anarchist j ournal 'lbe Match! ( POB 3488, 
Tucson, AZ. 85 722) have taken a turn 
f or the worse rec ent ly, with its ed itor 
and publisher, Fred Wood worth, being 
f orced to f ind ne w premises on short 
not ice.  He estimates that the move will 
cost about $1,000 plus continuing higrer 
rents afterwards-- costs that he can ill  
aff ord . Any contributions towards keeping 
'lbe Match! afloat would be appreciated • • • .  

The May 17, 1988 Village Voice ( 842 
Broad way, NY C, NY . 10003) carried an 
interesting piece b y  Paul Berman called 
" 'Ihe  Torch and the Axe" on the life 
and death of Raffaele "Iruno" Schiavina, 
an Italian-American anarchist . 
" Bruno ," kno wn by his pen name " Max 
Sartin," d ied in Salt Lake Cit y  this past 
November at the age of 93 after a life­
t ime of agitat ion devoted to propagan­
d izing an an archist-communist antH>rga:­
nizzatrice pe rspective in word and deed. 
The t wo j ournals he he lped publ ish in 
the U. S .  were Cronaca Souversiva and 
L' AdlDlata dei Refrattari. His associates 
in c luded Bartolomeo Van zetti ,  Luigi 
Gal leani ( author o f  'lbe End of Anar­
chism, recen t ly republ ished in Eng land), 
and Mike Schirru, another Ital ian-Ame­
rican anarchist who d ied by firing squad 
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Anarchy notes 
()lee again we' ve been forced to 

cut and l eave out material which was 
intended for this issue due to spac e  
l imitations . As w e  publish more f re­
quent ly such problems will hopefully 
dec line , but f or no w you' 11 not ice 
that there's a not e  at the end o f  
the letters co lumn on page 3 1  apolo­
gizing for any letters left out of  
this issue-they should appear in the 

next. Also left o ut  o f  this issue were 
t wo o f  o ur "dis cuss ion" proj ects on 
"anarchist strategies" and on "Chlwn­
b ia's alternat ive community." The 
second is espec ially sad since Chlwn­
bia' s onl y  food co-op, the Columbia 
Community Gro cery, rec ent ly went 
o ut of bus iness after several years 
o f  dec l ine . There should be some 
comments on this in our next issue .  
And again we' ve had to prt off p.tbli­
cat ion o f  an essay on " Thinking an­
archica lly," intended as a reply t o  
Murray Bookchin's long article pu­
b lished last year in Our Generation. 
This, t oo ,  should appear in Anarchy 
#17. And for those still waiting for 
part II of the short history of the 
Greek anarchist movement, we' ll try 
t o  include it in #17 or #18 . 

As far as this issue is concerned ,  
please note that the cover collage was 
contributed by Fredd ie Baer .  Also 
note that we have concluded the 
d ialogue o f  essays an d  letters on 
anarchy and rel ig ion ( which was 
started in Anarchy #15 ) on page 19 
of this issue .  Ho wever, we encourage 
those interested in this very oootro­
versial subj ect to contribute articles 
or letters in order to continue the 
d is cussion. And it should be noted 
that Jay Kinney has recently contacted 
us ,  express ing an interest in contri­
but ing a further response f or #17. 
We hope you' 11 f ind this issue a little 
more d iverse in subj ect matter than 
the last-- we probab ly won' t be de­
vot ing such a substantial portion o f  
an y future issues t o  an y  such s ingle 
subj ect as relig ion and an archy. In 
o ur next issue we also hope to have 
a fe w revie ws of some important 
books which have recent ly appeared, 
most notably t wo books f rom John 
Zer zan-- Elements of Refusal ( a  col­
lect ion o f  his essa}'S) and � 
Teclmology ( ed ited by Zer zan along 
with Alice Carnes) . And as well,  we 
will  probably begin reprinting Raoul 
Vane igem's Revolution of Everyday 
Life in installments . 

after fail ing to assassinate Mulsolini in 
1931 • • • •  

Someone in Decatur, Georg ia ( POB 
392, Decatur, Georg ia 30031-0392 • • •  phone: 
[404] 525-6064 ) is organizing whit they're 
billing as "The Militant Pol itical and 
Q>untercultural Event o f  the Decade at 
the 1988 Democratic OlnvaIUon in Atlan­
ta" from July 16-21 .  " Militant demon ­
strat ions" are promised " on AIDS issues, 
U. S. intervention, homelessness, racism, 
and pol ice brutality." There will  be a 
"mass encampment ,  mass free food, guer­
rilla theatre, cabarets, large scale p!Rlet 
parades and f ree outdoor concerts ."  
With " caravans leaving from New York, 
the Rainbo w Gathering , and the Toronto 
Anarchist Gathering • • • •  

The Federation of Anarchist8 In Korea 
( 706 - 0 2 2  Suse ongku, Manchon 2 Dong 
990-44, Taegu, Korea) will hold an Inter­
national Seminar for the World Peace in 
Seoul Korea this co ming October. Parti­
cipants have been invited from nearly 
20 countries , includ ing representat ives 
of many anarchist grol.p!I and periodicals. 

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed · Page 7 

International Anarchist News 

ANARCHY is the ONLY major anti-ideo­
logical journal in North America that says 
NO to ALL religion, all moralism, all politi­
cal ideology--NO to the nation-state, no to 
God, no to nationalism, no to militarism and 
hierarchy. We don't want to leave out any­
thing. Nothing is sacred, least of all anar­
chism. 

ANARCHY defends what little integrity 
is still possessed by the modern alienated 
individual. ANARCHY defends and encour­
ages attempts to create and maintain gen­
uine community, not for the sake of repres­
sive ulterior motives--money, God, morality­
but solely for the sake of the pleasures we 
may find there. And most fundamentally, 
ANARCHY defends the integrity of our de­
sires. For if our own most intimate and in­
alienable desires cannot be trusted, we might 
as well hang it all up right now. 

At this time our publication schedule re­
mains . irregular (we are currently aiming at 
publishing bimonthly), but we sell no adver­
tising, have no paid staff, and finance this 
journal entirely through donations and sub­
scriptions. We are now embarking on a sub­
scription drive which we hope will enable 
ANARCHY to be more self-supporting. The 
more successful we are with this drive, the 

YES, please sign me up for ANARCHY. 
Here's • • •  

0 $6.00/6 issues a t  the regular individual rate 

0 $9/6 issues delivered in plain 'brown envelopes 

0 $12/6 issues at the library/institutional rate 

0 U.S.$12/6 issues surface m ail to other continents 

0 U.S.$24/6 . issues airmail to other continents 

0 Here's a contribution of 
________ _ 

0 $30 or D $60/6 issues sustainer rate 

more often we will be able to publish, and 
the greater the quality of our paper will be. 
We estimate that 2,000 subscribers are all 
that it will take for us to "break-even" and 
be able to pay for all production costs with­
out having to reach into our own pockets 
quite so often. From there, we can work on 
enlarging ANARCHY and increasing our fre­
quency of publication even more. 

If you like what you see in ANARCHY, 
or even if it makes your blood boil, please 
consider subscribing. If you're already an 
anarchist, realize that the only way that the 
anarchist press will ever be able to grow is 
from a base of support provided by those 
who already understand and accept the pro­
mise of the anarchist vision. If, on the other 
hand, you take issue with our stances or our 
style, ANARCHY maintains one of the most 
open letters columns you'll find anywhere. 
We are committed to maintaining a dialogue 
with our readers, whether they are support­
ers or not. And while our responses may not 
pull any punches, we are open to both the 
rational and emotional appeals of our critics. 
You may not always like what we have to 
say, but we sure won't stop you from telling 
us and our readers why! 

Name 
_________________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

City __________ State 
_____ _ 

Zip ________ 
Country _______ _ 

Please make your checks out to "C.A.L." 
Foreign subscribers, please see page 3 of this Issue. 
Address your subscriptions to: ANARCHY, c/o 

C.A.L., POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 65205- 1446. 
0 Do not exchange my address with other papers. 

0 Please send __ gift subscriptions at $6 each. 
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Anarchist Media Review 
WORK I NG G I RLS; A 

by Lev Cllernyi 
Last surruner I sa w t wo recent 

f i lms by feminists on the subj ec t o f  
prost itut ion . The one , Working Girls 
was do wn to earth, rea l ist ic , and 
re lat ively unpretent ious . The other,  
Broken Mirrors ( fro m  Sweden, I be­
lieve) , was affected, rele.tively unreal, 
and a bit overdone . 

A comparison is arpropriate s ince 
both films deal with similar situations­
-houses set up f or middle-class clien­
te les in large urban environments. The 
women are young, most ly white . The 
customers are middle-aged on average, 
genera l ly white , and have the neces­
sary money one way or another . Yet 
the tone and atmosphere of the t wo 
f i lms are quite d ifferent . 

• 

review 
tamers . When one o f  the other women 
( De.  wn, a student who wants to go 
to law schoo l) asks her to write a 
home work essay for her -- and o ff ers 
to pay her-- Molly can only say in a 
deadpan voice,  " I' m  already renting 
my body, I don' t want to se l l  my 
mind ." 

The choice o f  a female character, 
Lucy, as the pimp who runs the house 
makes the exp loitat ive employment 
situat ion more transparent, by remov­
ing the temptat ion to identify all  
female exploitation with male domina­
tion . Lucy, instead comes o ff more 
clearly j ust l ike any other boss-­
obv ious ly man ipu lat ive, totally self­
serving and patron i z ing . Despite her 
protests ( " It's not easy being a woman 
in a man's bus iness .") , Lucy kno ws 
exac t ly what she's  doing, and is 
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quite successfu l at it .  Yet , her em­
ployees are all  wise to their real  
situat ion, and don' t hes itate to use 
their own sol idarity as a means to 
pick up extra cash "off the books" 
to avoid Lucy alwa ys  gett ing her 
cut . And after Lucy takes advantage 
o f  Mo l ly by keeping her on the j ob 
overt ime witho ut an y sens itivity to 
the prob lems Mo lly is having that 
evening , her exit, and anno uncement 
that she's "not coming back," consti­
tute a sat isfy ing deno uement to the 
fi lm--unl ike the much more contrived 
vio lence o f  the end ing of Broken 
lljrrors. 

A lot more could be said here, 
but hopefully in our next issue we' ll 
include the ed ited trans cr iption of a 
for um recent ly he ld to discuss this 
fi lm locally. For those who are inter­
ested in see ing it f or themse lves ,  
Working Girls can b e  obtained in 
any well-stocked video rental outlet­
-even in Columb ia!  Broken Mirrors goes far out of  

its way to portray men as though 
they are necessarily misogynist, with 
accompanying overtones of  vio lence 
against women occas ionally breaking 
through their everyday attitudes-­
unt il  the l ives of the prost itutes are 
shattered by their overt vio lence . 
One o f  the women corrunits suicide, 
one is kni fed while working, and 
one o f  the men who f requent the 
plac e is portrayed as a sad istic, kid­
napper and mass-murderer o f  women. 
The unreality o f  all this compressee 
vio lence makes the f i lm hard to 
swal lo w. Like the dogmatic anti-porn 
feminism of Andrea Dworkin and the 
ac tivists of Women Against Porno-

A scene from WORKING GIRLS. 
Anarchist press 

, 
graphy, the f i lm ends up coming o ff 
as a humor less, abstrac t ,  and totally 
depress ing denunc iat ion of men and 
hetero-sex-- too much of a blatant 
propaganda piec e to be very interest­
ing as either art or doc umentary 
fiction . The emphas is is ent ire ly on 
portraying the women invo lved as 
po werless vict ims of men , unt i l  in 
the end one of  the women grabs a 
gun, forces the ( st i l l  unkno wn to 
the women) mass- murderer out of 
the hous e ,  and qu its her life of pro­
st itut ion . 

Working Girls, on the other hand,  
portrays working women in a profes­
sion as old as civilization itself trying 
to make a decent living without 
allo wing themse lves to be over ly 
exploited by their chosen errployment. 
The scenes are convincing portrayals 
of a day in the life of big-city "work­
ing girls ." ( In the f i lm the women 
prefer to use the euphemism.) The 
men, while for the most part not 

ANARCHY CONTACT 
N.ETWORK? 

In f�t ure issues o f  Anarchy 
we w i l l  publ ish a l ist ing o f  
a d d r e s s e s  o f  g ro ups and 
ind iv idua ls who wo u ld l ike 
to see the g ro wth an� de­
ve lopment of a post -situa­
t ionist, anti- ideological revo­
lut ionary t enden c y .  The list 
wi l l  he lp enab l e  tho se par­
t i c ipat ing to make re g ion a l  
contac ts an d int erco mmun­
icat ion l inks . I f  yo u' d l ike 
to see yo ur add ress added 
to this l ist ing p l ease wr ite:  

Anarchy c/ o C.  A. L. 
POB 1446 

Co lumb ia ,  MO • .  65205 - 1446 

attrac tive characters, are a fairly 
be l ievable assortment . ( Tho ugh one 
of the more f requent complaints of  
some o f  the women I 've talked to 
regard ing the f i lm is that " the men 
are all  portrayed as creeps .")  

Ho wever, rather than attempt ing 
to present an oversimplified polemic 
against men , Working Girls does an 
exce l lent j ob of examining many of 
the underlying, as wel l  as the overt 
power dynamics inherent in such a 
s ituat ion . Rather than bludgeoning 
us with a s ledgeharruner of  self-righ­
t e o us ness p rej udg ement,  Working 
Girls is content to let the subt let y 
o f  a more realist ic depiction sho w 
us ho w complex the ac tua l choices , 
at ti tu des an d  interre lat ionships can 
be .  The women are neither exclusively 
vic t ims, nor necessarily ashamed of 
their choice o f  work.  �y are inter­
es t ing and for the most part se lf­
d irec ted, not ashamed of their sex­
ua l ity nor in bondage to it . 

Co-produced and directed by Lizzie 
Borden , Working Girls, is a sequel to 
her first ( and very uneven , very 
lo w-budget ) feature , Dom in Flames. 
While her first fi lm was a rather 
confus ing and incoherent (partly for 
unavoidable production reasons) at­
tempt at documenting the unfolding 
o f  a future feminist revolt in a social­
democrat ic Ne w York, her second 
marks an incred ible improvement in 
technique,  narrative coherence,  and 
art is try. Her screenplay exploits many 
o f  the rich poss ibilit ies given by the 
basic premise of the film. � camera­
wor k is unobtrusive; the mus ical  
score by De.vid Van Teigem is nicely 
integrated in an understated way. 

In fac t ,  the wor k as a who le 
f inds its most pro found moments 
developed through irony and under­
statement . The female lead, Mol ly 
( very wel l-played by Louise Smith) , 
makes this her signature . A lesbian 
( bi?) in her o ff hours , Mol ly ( as  al l  
the rest)  is clearly in it  for the 
money, • • •  and the easy hours,  • • •  and 
the mobil ity, • • •  and the independence. 
She' s made her cho ic e  to work, and 
while not tot a l ly happy with it-wh> 
the he l l  is? Her t wo degrees ( f rom 
Yale) in Eng lish Literature and Art 
History lead to some great lo w-key 
put -do wns as she mildly corrects a 
couple o f  the more pretentious cus-

• 

review 
I SSUE #6 ( OCT . / NOV./ DEC. ) of Clu'o­

niques Ubertaires, published in French 
by the Centre de Propagande et de 
Cul tu re Anarchiste ( B. P. 21 . 94190 Ville­
neuve- Saint-Georges , France) f oc usses 
on a survey & d is cussion o f  whether 
( and/ or to what extent) an archists need 
to organize themse lves to achieve their 
goals . This issue also includes a "chroni­
cle" of Chroniques Libertaires-a discus­
s ion of its d irec tion,  purposes and rela­
tion to the rest o f  the anarchist move­
ment and press in France . Foreign sub­
s cr ipt ions are 55 f rancs/ 5 issu es . 

THE RAVEN ( c /  o Freedom Press, . 
84b Whitechape l High Street ,  London El 
7QX, Eng land) has no w publ ished 4 issues 
in fairly rapid succes s ion . This glossy 
covered, 96 -page academic anarchist 
quarterly is we l l-produced , tho ugh it's 
so met imes on the bor ing side . ESsays in 
issue #4 ( March, 1988)  include an aut o­
biographical essay by Johann Most along 
with a co mmentary on Most' s life by 
Heiner Bec ker and a short fragment on 
" Co mput ers and �archism" by Paul 
Rabin in which lie gives good short 
des cript ions of the ideologies of rationa­
lism and instrumentalism ( tho ugh his 
not ion o f  "pure reason" seems rather 
unc lear) on his way towards condemning 
c o mputers as incompat ible with the 
spirit of anarchy. Other contr ibut ions 
include Olris Po wel l's  appraisal of the 
" Ne w  Real ism" in ac ademic crimino logy 
in light o f  the an archist- leaning " Ne w  Crimino logy," David PEJper's speculations 
on what an anarchist geography o f  Bri­
tain would be like an d  how it co uld be 
taught in s choo ls, Nico las Walter on 
Rudo lf Rocker' s an archo-syndic a l ism, 
and the most interesting essay of the 
lot , a reprint ing of John Hewetson's 
series o f  Freedom art ic l es  on " Sexual 
Freedom for the Yollllg"-- ref reshingl y  
clear and unambiguous ly written . Sub­
s cr ipt ions t o  'lbe Raven are 11 pounds 
by surface and 15 pounds by airmail for 
one year ( four issues ) . 

THE FI FTH ES TATE ( PO B  0254 8 , 
Detro it, M I .  48202) continues its propa­
gat ion of high-qual ity polemic at the 
cutt ing edge of rad ical  theory with a 
second issue ( Spring 1988 , #328)  devoted 
primar ily to the critique of so- ca l led 
"deep" eco logy. Also of great irrportance 
in this issue is the revie w of Betsy 
Hart m ann's Reproductive Rights and 
Wrongs under the appropriate headl ine 

" Woman's Freedom: Key to the Pqxl lation 
Ques t ion ."  And Lynne Clive's essay, 
" Palestine: Legacy of Conquest" continues 
the Fifth F.state's trad ition o f  excellent 
commentary on the continuous middle 
east crisis .  Though Dogbane Campion's 
"Anarchy & the Sacred" is note worthy 
f or its ill-defined defense of "the sacred" 
j uxtaposed with an othe r wise fairly 
convinc ing critique of the tectnological 
rat ionalism and remaining belief in "pro­
gress" st il l  pro fessed by some o f  the 
more "bac kward" segments o f  the anar­
chist movement--most ly anarcho-syndi­
calists . Subs cript ions are still  $5/ year 
(4 issues )  and we l l  worth it .  

NU MBERS 17  & 18 OF TOTAL BRAND 
( Box 15 0 15 ,104 65 Stoc kho lm , Sweden) 
arrived together recent ly. These sl ick 
co lor-covered magazines include articles 
( in Swed ish) on the ac tivities of the 
Animal Liberat ion Front ( DBF) in Sweden, 
another threatened eviction of the "well­
kno wn" independent/punk venue Ultra­
ho use ,  and the campaign against She ll 
Oil in Sweden-- ten gas stat ions were 
damaged in attacks last September, with 
more sabotage o ccurring over the winter. 
In other attacks ,  t wo large power l ines 
were pulled do wn in the north of Sweden 
in protest against their devastation of 
the forest ,  an d  a Christ ian anarchist 
group, Friends, has organ i zed several 
d irect actions against banks-- including 
attacks in which they smashed the win­
dows of a central bank while it was 
open an d  d istribut ed leaf lets . Tile next 
issue o f  Brand ( #19) will commemorate 
its "90 years of existence as a revo lu­
t ionary magazine," starting out socialist, 
no w an archist . Subscr ipt ions are 70kr/12 
issues . 

THE LONG -AW A I TE D  Semiotext[e] 
USA issue ( 522 Philosophy Hal l, O>lumbia 
Univers ity, NYC, NY . 10027) has proven 
to be both somewhat provocative, yet 
also somewhat d isappointing . After pre­
vious issues set a relatively high standard 
for production an d  content , the U:SA 
issue just does n' t impress me as much 
as I would have roped. Maybe its because 
I've alread y seen many o f  the contents 
e lse where ( the wro le issue seems t o  be 
constructed of  reprints) , maybe because 
there's nothing very meaty in any o f  
the contr ibut ions -- it's more like a smor­
gasbord o f  rad-cult tidbits . 'Then again, 
maybe my expectations for Semiotext[e] 

Continued on page 11  
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on WORKING GIRLS 
Excerpts from an interview by KIO 

The e x c e rpts w h i c h  f o l  l o w  a r e  t a k e n  
f ro m  an i nterv ie w w i th L i zz i e  Bord en 
pub l i shed by K ick I t  Over 1 1 8 , Sp r i ng ,  
1 9 8 7  C P O B  5 8 1 1 , Sta t ion A. Toron to, 
Onta r i o ,  Can a d a  M5 W 1 P2 J . 

Alexandra Devon: I' ve heard, in a 
number o f  artic l es ,  you des cribed as 
an an archa-feminist • • • •  Is this a label 
people have put on you? Are you 
comfortable with it? 
Lizzie Borden: I' m comfortable with 
it by process o f  e l im inat ion because 
I never quite f igured out what it is, 
but I feel c loser to it than any other 
po l it ic al identification. I'm so critical 
of any kind of organ i zed left wing 
just because of bureaucrac y rea l ly 
b e c o m ing another c l ass, and the 
re lat ionship o f  women to whatever 
org an i zed lef t  there is . So the idea 
of an archism has al ways appea led to 
me s imply because it' s always calling 
int o  quest ion that which is. I somehow 
see anarchism as that , I see it as 
not necessarily exc lud ing different 
politic a l  ident ifications. For exarrple, 
on one issue it might be poss ible to 
Side with a soc ialist stance,  on ano­
ther issue a very Western stance . 
But the thing about anarc hism is 
that it allows you not to have to be 
ov er-programmed . The other thing 
is about feminist s .  What gets me 
no w is people saying that they' re 
not feminist an ymore . Feminism is 
such a mild word for ho w I cons ider 
myse lf,  that I'm abso lutely a feminist. 
Anarcha-feminism to me has al ways 
been about st irring things up .  You 
try to constant ly ask those questions 
which will prevent stasis from setting 
in . Even at the expense of sometimes 
being seen as contradictory or saying 
things that go against what you said 
a year bef ore or a minut e bef ore . 
For me it' s  a process . We all  kno w 
what' s wrong with Western capitalism 
and we all  kno w what' s wrong with 
the extreme left, so anarcha-feminism­
-it just seems to be the only viable 
ident ification , if one is to identify 
at al l .  
Alexandra Devon: What were you 
trying to say about feminism in Bom 
in Flames? 
Lizzie Borden: One o f  the points o f  
Dom in Flames was about "feminisms"­
-the plural rather than the s ingular. 
That's been the problem of some 
pol it ical  movements and feminism 
too-- the idea that you have to codify 
a plat f orm. There are a million types 
of different women woo cons ider 
themse lves femin ists but don' t  have 
the same agenda • • • •  

No w all  o f  a sudden everything 
has wound up in the women against 
pornography movemen t ,  at least until 
a few years ago . It ends up being an 
issue that people have to fee l  one 
way on . Then there' s  a lot of hatred 
against the women woo try to have 
another v ie wpoint.  So that the Andrea 
Dworkin types are tota l ly against 
the women woo are sa y ing ,  " Hey 
look, we don' t want to be censored." 
Then there's  the women woo are 
much more exploratory in terms o f  
sexua l  prac t ice . I t  ends up tearing 
everything apart- which is great- .  
the med ia loves it !  I t  a l lo ws  potent 
movements to be so diffµsed that 
nothing can happen . That's  s cary! 

Catherine Tammaro: I wanted to ask 
you a quest ion about the white radio 
stat ion in Bom in Flames • • • •  Ade le 
( the dis c  j oc key) makes a statement 
about the return of a female pl'OJilet, 
about a spirit . What are your feelings 
on spiritua lity and ho w  the y  fit in 
with a uni fied vision o f  anarcha­
feminism? 
Lizzie Borden: I don ' t  think there is 
any fitt ing into  a uni fied v ision o f  
anarcha - feminism . Tha t  character,  
the female prophe t ,  she 's  very much 
l ike that in an y case , as a represen­
tat ive o f  a kind of art ist/poet cype. 
What generates a lot o f  poetry is 
some kind of a connect ion to notions 
o f  spirit . It' s not w pol itical  not ion 
so much as an artist ic one • • • •  

I personally have been such an 
atheist al l  my l ife that I have no 
v ie ws  on spiritual stuf f ,  except in so 
f ar as passion is spiritua l,  or the 
need to make something is spiritual ,  
and the need t o  come together is 
spiritual .  Spiritual in that there is a 
co l lect ive body of fee l ing that ends 
up being bigger than the sum of its 
parts . not that there's an external 
goal-- 1 don't believe in " 1he  Goddess," 
I don' t be l ieve in any of those things, 
because I never have.  I 've never had 
a God that I had to shift to Goddess. 
But I think spirit is about a sense 
o f  something greater, and that greater 
can be what g ives you the courage 
to keep fight ing in the face of a lot 
o f  cynic ism • • • •  

When people as k  me why Working 
Girls is feminist , my fee l ing is that 
women have to contro l our images 
and prost itut ion , t oo .  If  prost itution 
ex ists in this c ulture--and it has 
existed and probab ly w i l l  exist for a 
very long t ime-- we c an' t j ust say 
it' s bad, that it' s  feed ing into the 
male trip of po wer ov er women. If it 
ex its , we as women cannot only con­
tro l the images o f  prost itut ion , but 
al l  o f  the works about it-for exarrple, 
mov ies . If women .in prost itution can 
be seen as not necessarily  vict ims, 
or i f ,  in fac t some of them can be 
allo wed in this culture to  achieve a 
posit ion o f  strength,  it can only 
he lp • • • •  I ' m j ust so tired of  some of 
these mov ies -- high-c lass call girls or 
st r e e t  ho okers woo are add ic ts . 
There' s  a million kinds o f  prostitutes 
just l ike there's a mil l ion kinds of 
feminism . But what happens is that 
the med ia makes it  look l ike there' s 
one kind, one j udgement upon it, 
and that' s  s imply not true . We don' t 
deal with one kind o f  bus inessman 
or one kind of  secretary. Aiiyone 
woo kno ws women woo " work" would 
have a d ifferent opinion than main­
stream portrayals of prost itut ion . 
Men woo have gone t o  prost itut es 
have a different opi n ion . It is the 
people woo have never had any ex­
per ience that buy into pic tures of 
prost itutes in the med ia, which is a 
litt le much. , �  

:�· · ·:·: 

Lizze Borden 

Letters-that-don't­
get-printed Dept. 

The follo wing letter to Kick It 
Over was written last spring ( 198 7) 
in response to their intervie w with 
Lizzie Borden. 'Ihe reply which followi 
it was received recent ly ( March, 
1988 ) .  We print this exchange because 
it can be i l lustrative to reveal the 
t yp e s  o f  t h i n g s  w hi c h  s o m e  
publ icat ions refuse t o  print and the 
reasons the y g ive . 

May 30 , 198 7  
Dear KIO folks, 

I enj oyed the ne w issue (#18) ,  es­
pecially the interview with Llzzie D:>r­
den, woose ne w f i lm,  Working Girls, I 
highly recommend everyone see! Your 
ed itorial izing was more restrained than 
in the case of the Kirkpatric k  Sale 
interview in the previous issue; and of 
course it also he lped that Borden was 
more articulate . 

I liked the healthy disrespect for 
the prudish and hypocritical moralizing 
of the anti-porn f i lm  Not a Love Stary 
that she expressed, as wel l  as her 
concern to counterpoise the actual reality 
of " working girls' " everyday lives to 
the stereotypical images of prostitution 
perpetuated by al l those woo fear &./or 
exploit sexuality and sensuality. Unfor­
tunately, this latter category of people 
includes all  too many feminists and 
anarchists, along with all the zealots 
of the re ligious right , left wid center. 

Unt il  the hypocritical "feminist::;" of 
Not a Love Story are w�lling to express 
an equal horror for all  the rest o f  the 
trafficking in women's and mP.n' s  lives 
and bod ies-- al l the other forms o f  
wage-slavery an d  commodity-exchange­
-the ir patroni zing arguments will only 
continue to reveal the ir own sexua l  
and social se lf-repress ion . 

Lizzie Borden's f i lm  deals in a non­
judgemental,  matter-of·-fact way with a 
subj ec t which condemns itse lf,  not 
moralist ically as an absolute "evil", but 
rather as another form of the same 
dehumani zation experienced by everyone 

woo is forced to work "for a living ."  
And in  the same way the pathetic image 
of the j ohns in the woorehouse mirrors 
all our own re lent lessly miserable at­
tempts at buy ing our happiness instead 
ol'. creating it direct ly ourselves within 
the genuine communities which remain 
to be constructed by us.  

It' s way past t ime that · would-be 
rad icals gro w out of the moralizing, 
guilt-ridden ghetto of "good causes" 
and se lf-righteous condemnat ion o f  
"evil." We have a world t o  win, but 
only  if we have the courage to arm 
o ur most int imate desires instead of  
continuing to prop up the scourge of 
morality. All morality is repressive. All 
morality is ultimately a form of ideo­
logical se lf-denial. What we need is 
the l iberat ion o f  des ire,  not its. con­
tinuing inhibition - the f lo wer ing of 
freedom, not the suppression of sex .  

Ar m  your des ires ! 
! don ' t  forget to smash reality! 

Lev Chernyi 

Reply from K I CK  I T  OVER 
Dear Lev, 

With regard to your letter to  the 
ed itor , it' s rare that we don' t print 
intel ligible letters-- as indeed yours 
was . We had two-- yours &. another­
that we dec ided not to print . The 
one name-droi;ped obscure European 
rad ical phi loeophers in ordei- to make 
a point o f  one sort or anothe..- ,  al­
though not very ef fectively. Yours 
j ust seemed very high-handed . Men 
are al ways trashing feminists for not 
being rad ical enough &. what you 
said had been said bef ore . And as 
you can see from the issue, we didn't 
exac t ly have lots of letters space­
in fac t, to ilTII-rove our graphic pre­
sentat ion, we had to cut do wn on 
copy • • • •  

See you at the gathering , 
R.R., Toront o ,  ()ltario 
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Col lected by Erich Scheurmann 
I l lustrations by Joost Swarte 

Translated by Martin Beumer 
Editor's note: 'l'he Papalagl ( with the 'g' pronounced as an 'h' ,  or so I was 
told by the origina l English publishers, 
Real Free Press in Amsterdam) is a 
collec tion of speeches written by the 
South Pac i fic chief Tuiavii  of Tiavea, 
and intended for his people. They first 
appeared in a German ed ition sometime 
in the early twent ies ,  in a trans lation 
by his friend Eric Scheurmann . A trans­
lat ion was published in Dutch in 1929, 
from which the Engl ish trans lation was 
then made in 1971 . As becomes quickly 
apparent when one reads it, 'Die l'llll8lllcl 
is a sort o f  crit ical reverse anthropology 
in which white, european civilizatioo is 
thoroughly d issected and evaluated with 
the puzzled contempt that it so wel l  
deserves from a "primitive" perspective. 

I] 
he Papa lagi make a lot of 
things that we cannot make, 
nor will ever be . able to 
make, things we don't under­
stand an d  that mean not a 

thing to o ur heads, j ust heavy stones. 
Things a lso , we don' t want to possess 
at all but are st ill admired by the 
weak ones amongst us ,  giving them 
misplaced feelings of inferiority. Tua.ts 
why we want to have an open discus­
s ion on the amazing tr ic ks of the 
Papalag i.  

The Papalagi have the talent to 
change everything into the ir spear 
or their club . 1hey take the wild 
lightning , the hot fire and the s wift 
waters and make them subj ect to 
their will .  They loc k them up and 
g ive them orders . And they obey 
them. 1he y  bec o me strong warriors 
for them. The Papalagi are capable 
of making the wild lightning even 
faster and l ighter, the hot fire evm 
hotter and the swift water even 
s wifter than it was already. 

The Papalagi really seem tf be 
"1he Breakers of the Heavens" ,  the 
messeng ers of the Gods, because o f  
the ir mastery over earth and sky . 
The Papalagi is like a f ish, a bird ,  a 
worm. and a horse at the same time . 
He drills into the gro und, through 
the soil and he d igs tunne ls under 
the widest freshwater streams . He 
cra wls tl1rough mountains and roc ks ,  
he t i es  iron whee ls t o  his feet an d  
speeds o ff ,  faster than the fastest 
horse . He takes o ff into the air, he 
can f ly! I 've seen him gl ide through 
the air l ike a seagull. He has a b ig 
canoe for on top of the water and 
a lso one for under the water . He 
sails his canoe f ro m  cloud to c loud .  

Beloved brothers! The words I 
speak are the truth and you must 
b e l ieve your servant, even when 
your common sense makes you doubt 
everything I j ust said . For the Papa­
lagi's things are very big and irrpres­
sive and I'm afraid man y among us 
will be shaken by so much po wer . 
And where to start ,  when I would 
have to tell you everything that my 
astonished eyes have taken in! 

You all kno w the big canoe that 
is called a steamer by the white man . 
n>esn' t it just look like a gigantic 
f ish? How is it possible for it ·to make 
*•Papaiagi• means white man, stranger; 

literally it means, •Breaker of the 
Heavens.• 1be first white missionary 
landing on Sam.oa came in sailing 
vessel. When the natives saw it ap­
proach, they thought it was a crack 
in the sky through which the white 
man came to them. Be broke the 
heavens. In the mythology of the 
llaoris of New Zealand, the Papa.Jagi. 
are the whlteskinned ones who came 
down from the hea�ens in shining, 
white vehicles. 
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the passing from one island to another 
faster than our strong est young men 
can ro w across? Have you ever seen 
its large tail fin, whm it sailed away? 
It moves the same way the ta i l  of a 
fish in the lagoon moves. And that fin 
prope ls the cano e .  Ho w that can be, 
is the Papalagi's big secret. � secret 
rests in the bel ly o f  the big fish. In 
there s its the machine that feeds the 
po wer to the fin. And in the machine 
that b ig power is hidden . My he ad is 
not strong eno ugh to explain to you 
what a machine is: The onl y thing I 
kno w is that it eats blac k  st ones 
and g ives po wer for it in exchange, 
a po wer so big as t o  be imposs ible 
for a man to have. 

The machine is the heaviest club 
the white man has . Feed it the hea­
viest ifi tree f rom the forest and 
the machine will smash it to pieces , 
like a woman smashing taro for her 
chi ldren to eat . The machine is the 
greatest mag ic ian of Europe . Its 
hand is st rong and never t ires . If so 
mot ivated, it can cut out a hundred 
canoes , no a thousand canoes a day. 
I've seen it weave lo incloths, so fine 
and delicate as if wovm by the grace­
fu l hands o f  a maiden. It was weaving 
f ro m  morning till  night ,  spitt ing our 
lo incloths, a wm le pile o f  them! Our 
strength is worth nothing co mpared 
to the might of the machine . 

1he Papalagi are magic ians . Sing 
a song for them and they will catch 
it and even send it bac k t o  you, 
anyt ime you want . They put a piece 
of glass in front of you and catch 
your image on it . And thousands of 
t imes your counterfeit image can be 

taken from it , as many as you like. 
I've seen even greater miracles. I 

told you that the Papalagi catch the 
lightning from the sky, that is the 
truth. 1hey catch it, then the machine 
has to eat it and spits it out again 
at n ight , in the f orm of thousands of 
smal l stars , glo w-worms and small 
moons . It would be a small thing for 
the Papalag i  to bathe our is lan d  in 
light at night ti111e, so it wouldn' t 
be much darker than during the day. 
Also ,  they o ft en send out these light­
f lashes in their service, they tell 
them where to go an d  have them 
c arry messages to the ir brothers 
abroad . And those flashes of lightning 
obey and carry the message. 

The' Papalagi has made all his 
l imbs stronger . His hands stretch to 
the far shore o f  the sea and to the 
stars ,  and his feet overtake the wind 
and the waves . His ears hear every 
whisper in Savii and his vo ice has 
wings l ike a bird .  His eyes even see 
in the dark. He looks through himself 

:summer I �lS� 
as if his f lesh is transparent l ike 
water, able to see every spec k on 
the bottom. 

All the things I have witnessed 
and of which I 'm telling you now, are 
only a small part of all the things 
my eyes have behe ld . And let me 
tell you that the whites take pride 
in working stronger and ne wer mira­
cles all the t ime and scores o f  them 
stay up all night to wonder about 
more ways to cheat God . Because 
that' s what happens ,  they want to 
defeat the Great Spirit and ta ke 
possess ion of his po wers for them­
se lv es . The Papalag i  chal lenge God . 
But God st ill is stronger than the 
strongest Papalag i, his cleverest ma­
chine included, and God is st ill the 
one woo decides who d ies , and wren. 
1he sun, the water and the fire still 
obey God first . And the white man 
d idn' t  succeed yet in regulat ing the 
rise of the moon or the d irection o f  
the wind. 

1hat' s why those mirac les are 
not that important . And, my beloved 
brothers, those is land d wellers that 
let themse lves be dazz led by the 
white man's mirac les and those that 

pray to the whites because o f  the ir 
doings and those that call themselves 
poor and unworthy because their 
m inds and hands are unable to make 
things l ike them, those I call weak­
lings. The skills and wonders of the 
Papalagi may provoke much admiration 

· in o ur eyes , but when you see them 
in the br ight daylight, they don' t 
mean more than weaving a mat or 
cutt ing out a club; all our labor is 
like children' s play in the sand. Be­
cause nothing that the white man 
has made can stand the co mparison 
with the work of the Great Spirit . 

The huts of the high alii are 
marvelous and beautifully omammted; 
the y are called palac es .  The ta l l  
huts that are erec ted in God' s name 
are even more splend id and standing 
tal ler than the mountain To fua . But 
st ill they are crude and slowy and 
lac k the warm lifeblood, when you 
co mpare them with a hibis cus f lower 
with its flaming red petals, or conpare 
them with the cro wn of a palmtree 
or the coral reef , that drunkm j�le 
o f  co lor and form. � Papalagi never 
succeeded in weaving his textiles as 
delicately as God makes every spider 
weave his web and there is no ma­
chine as complicated as the tiny 
sand-ant that lives in our huts . 

I told you that the Papalagi f ly 
to the clouds like birds. But the gulls 
st ill f ly higher and faster than man 
and the y can also fly in a storm and 
they have wings gro wing out of their 
bod ies , whi le the wings of the Papa­
lagi are mere ly art ificial and they 
break o ff and fa ll eas ily. 

So , all his mirac les have a weak 
spot some where and there isn' t a 
s ing le machine in existence that 
needs no caretaker or driver . And 
they all carry a hidden curse ins ide 
of them. A machine may make all 
sol'ts o f  things with its strong hands, 
but during its labor it eats out all 
the love that is present in the things 
we make with our hands . What do I 
care for a canoe that is cut o ut  for 
me by a machine ,  a co ld life less 
machine that is unable to talk a�ut 
its product,  that doesn' t smile when 
the product is finished and can not 
take its product to his father or 
mother to have it adm ired . Would I 
be able to love my tanoa like I love 
her no w, when a machine co uld make 
me another an y  moment, without my 
intervention? 1hat's the b ig curse of 
the machine.; the Papalagi love nothing 
an ymore, because the machine can 
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A note on biocentrism 

make them a ne w one anytime. 'Ibey 
have to feed it their own life's blood 
in order to receive its heart less 
mirac l es .  

The Great Spirit wants t o  spread 
around and diffuse the po wer� o f  
heaven an d  earth himse lf, to his 
d is cret ion . No human has the r ight 
to do that . Not without punishment 
can a man expect to change himse lf 
into a f ish or a bird,  into a_ horse 
or a worm .  His gains are much smaller 
than he dares confess to himse lf . 
When I drive through a village I 
make good pace ,  but when I walk I 
can see everything better and my 
f riends invite me into their huts . 
Reaching your dest inat ion quickly is 
rare ly a real benefit.  'Ihe Papalagi 
always want to reach the destination 
o f  their travels quickly. Most of  
their machines have no other pwpose 
than rapid transportat ion o f  people.  
Bui when they come to the end of  
their trek they immed iate ly want to 
go on another one . That way the 
Papalagi run rest less ly through life , 
more and more losing the ability t o  
walk an d  r un ,  never catching up 
with their dest inies ; dest iny that 
al ways comes to us without us go ing 
to look f or it. 

by Lev <llemyi 
In recent years, as some currents 

within eco logical org an i zat ions and 
movements in North America have 
become more rad ical ,  there has been 

an increasingly ins istent tendency to 
j ett ison any aspec ts o f. trad itional 
soc ial theory and phi losophy which 
can be charac terized as "human-cen­
tered ." 

This tendency has operated under . 
m any names--notably biocentr ism, 
anti-humanism, bioregionalism and 
deep eco logy- and has originated 
fro m  several d ifferent sourc es . It 
has seemingly struck such a strong 
chord in many people' s imaginat ions, 
that it would appear to be a natural 
and inevitable response to the explicit 
theoret ical and prac tical devalua.tim 
of nature that has characterized all 
of  our dominant cultural trad itions. 
Chr ist ianity, liberal ism, Marxism, and 
even some strains of anarchism, have 
all  shared a virtudl ly unquest ioned 

'Dlerefore I tell  you that the 
machine is not more than a nice t oy 
in the hands of the big white children 
and the ir tricks must not s care u8 .  
'Ihe Papalag i have never invented a 
machine yet that protected them 
f rom death. Never did they make or 
do anything that's more po werful 
than the things God makes or does , 
every hour. No machine or magic 
ever lengthened a human l ife , or 
made it happier and more j oyf u l. So 
let us st ick to the works and wonders 
o f  God and let us despise the white 
man, woo want to play God himse lf . 

Anarchist press 
• 

reVleW Continued 
some of the art ic les appear as unadul­
terated left ist cheerleading . Still, if you 
want to kno w what's happening on " the 
illegal front" and what these groups 
think they' re doing , this is the place to 
get that informat ion .  1he latest issue 
(#11) contains information and conmuni­
ques regard ing Revolutionary Anti-Racist 
Action's destruction of three MAKRO 
supermarkets, res istance to the census 
in West German y, Rote Zora on the 
" Campaign against gene techno logy," 
Revo lut ionary Cells;  Red Army Fraction, 
E. T.A. , and Puerto Rican res istance . 
Subscript ions are $6/ year.  

ANGRY W ORKERS' BULLET I N  #2 
( 2140 Shattuck Ave .  Box 2200 ,  Berkeley, 
CA. 94704) has improved on the first 
issue, with another pro mised soo n .  This 
issue of this "ultra" magazine has a 
special section on " The  Qipitalist Nature 
o f  the Eastern Bloc," along with articles 
on " Strikes in Social Democratic �n 
the Falklands War, " John Olday; Art ist 
and Fighter for the Social Revolut ion ," 
and the recent Watsonville Cannery 
str ike . 1he focus here is on class war 
from an anti-author itarian perspective. 
Send $2 for a sample . 

S ll l LE #2 ( c/ o  Karen Eliot , POB 
3515 , Mad ison, W I .  53704 ) is produced by 
a group ca lled Schi z-flux made up of 
"de-individuated persons called Karen 
Eliot"--and they encourage you to pro­
duce a magazine named " Smile" on the 
same model.  Issue #2 has proven to be 
one of the more interest ing ne w publi­
cat ions I've seen ( I  haven' t seen #1) . 
Inspired by the s ituat ionists and Bolo'­
bolo, it' s emphasis is on the realization 
of des ire and " the substruction of the 
capital ist / socialist planetary work ma­
chine ." Subscript ions are $6 /4 issues . 

ALSO RECEIVED: 
' . .  

Issue #2 of  Zltt Butt ( Never Over 
Five, POB 45 70 ,  St . Louis, MO. 63108-
05 70) an anarcho-punk zine . Copies are 
50 cents each. 

Issue #10 ( Fall  1987) of  A New Iron 
Column ( 12531-G Harbor Bl. #188, Garden 
Grove, CA. 9264 0 ) ,  a publ ication o f  
Creative Anarchist Net wor ks .  No price 
is listed . 

A price list/ mini-catalog for Bver)'day 
Books ( PO B  806, Willimantic, CT. 06226) 
are too high; a co llection like this any­
where else would probably elicit exclama­
t ions of pleasure . High points of the 
issue include several pieces which have 
earlier appeared in Anarchy ( though we 
didn' t submit any of our own stuff f or 
cons ideration)-BJb Black's "The Abolition 
of Work," the " Just say ' Fuck Off' " 
subversion of a llad Magazine comic by 
Anti-Authoritarians Anonymous ( as  we ll 
as their " Tiie Enchantment of Nuclear 
Destruction" and other stuf f ) ,  a New 
Rage graphic, Feral Ranter's " Ten  Theses 
Toward the End of the Flesh-Spirit 
Dichotomy," Caro le Nicks in's " Barbie 
and Tammy; the Real Story," and J .  
Gallagher's  "A Theo logy of Liberat ion?" 
Also included are interest ing reprints 
from Jean Baudrillard, William S . Bur­
roughs, Jay Kinney, Hakim Bey, Bob 
McGlynn, etc . ,  etc .  'lbe col lection as a 
wm le is well worth picking up if youre 
not already overly exposed to the usual 
sources for this stuff . Tiie sing le copy 
price is $8 . 95 ( add $1.50 postage) for 
this 35 2-page blockbuster, and subscrip­
t ions are only $16 /3 ( irregular) issues . 

I' VE BEEN I NCREAS I NGLY impressed 
with the succeed ing issues of Instead of 
a Magazine ( POB 433, Willimant ic, CT. 
06226) . Each issue is loose ly organi zed 
around a pres cribed topic --#43 ( Fall 
1987) dealt with c lothes/ fashion/style, 
#44 ( Winter 1988) was on re ligion . Con­
tribut ions all seem to be printed as 
submitted in apa style with the ( appar-

arrogance to wards the natural world 
which is increas ingly perceived to be 
at the root of this civilization's 
march to ward the ecoc ide of the 
ent ire planet . 

Unfortunately, ho wever, the solu­
tion to the problem of the theoretical 
and practical arrogance of civilizatim 
and its resulting destruction of nature 
is not as simple as inverting the 
trad itional prior ities . Just because 
humanity is despoiling the rest of 
nature doesn' t necessarily mean that 
"human-centered," n anthropocentric" 
and "humanist" perspectives per se 
are at the core of our disastrous 
course . 

The real situat ion, as always, 
requires a more subt le and complex 
maneuver than a simple reyersal o f  
ideological perspective. Slp!l'ficially, 
the adopt ion o f  nature-centered ideo­
logy may seem to be the "radical" 
response needed when every other 
ideo logical system is intent on re­
ducing all of nature to the narrowly 

ent ly) uned ited resu lts maintaining a 
surprisingly high-quality level of discus­
sion, although the format doesn' t es­
pecially encourage coherence. Subscrip­
tions are $6 . 50/4 issues . 

RESISTANCE; Documents and .AnaQsea 
of the Illegal Front ( Friends of lluTuti, 
POB 790, Stn A, Vancouver, BC Canada, 
V6C 2 N6) is an irregular tabloid which 
at t imes presents so me  fascinating details 
of rad ical,  armed ac tions/groups / co m­
muniques , though the editorial perspective 
of the paper is unclear enough that 
which includes several worthwhile boolcs 
like Noam Cho msky's Pirates and Fnper­
ors: International Terrorism in the Real 
World and Ivan Illich's Tolml'd a llistory 
of Needs. Free . 

Guangara Libertaria #34 ( POB 1516,  
Riverside Station, Miami, FL.  33135-
15 16 ) is a well-produced, �snish-language 
anarchist period ical  Eg>&rently published 
by the Cuban exile community in Miami. 
Subscript ions for donat ion . 

'l'he Seditionist #4 ( Incendiary Publi­
cat ions , 203 Les lie St . ,  Lans ing, M I .  
489 12) is a publicat ion o f  the Anarchist 
Labor League . Subscript ions $2/year . 

Maximum Rock'n' Roll #5 7 ( POB 288, 
Berkeley, CA. 94701) ,  still go ing strong 
as · one of the best punk-zines around, 
no w with the added attraction of a new 
co lumn by Lawrence llvennore. Subscrip­
t ions are $9/6  issues . 

Tiie Dec/ Jan . ' 88 iasue of San Dego'a 
Dally lq>ulse ( POB 90312, San Diego , · 

CA. 92109 ) is an anarcho-punk zine . 
This issue includes a reprint of Bob 
McGiynn's essay, " What is to be Uldone." 
Subs cript ions are $5/year( 6 issues ) .  

OoWlter Information #18 has been 
published from a ne w address ( P/ HC 
In f o . , 11 Forth St . ,  Ed inburgh EHl, 
Scot land) . This street-sheet st ill  g ives 
quick coverage to local end international 
ac tivist ne ws .  Copies are free, but send 
postage.. Continued on page 12 

instrumental categor ies of resource 
exploitat ion and development . But a 
more genuine and thoroughgoing 
reversal-- one which reaches to the 
core of our everyday al ienation- is 
required to reach the underlying 
contrad ictions which actually consti­
t ut e  and determine the perverse 
traj ectory of our runaway civilizatim. 
In fac t ,  it requires a quest ioning 
and rej ec tion o f  any and all ideology 
itse l f .  Not part icular ideo logies, but 
all ideo log ical  thought and its atten­
dant practical consequences , are at 
the core of the problem. 

What is needed is the constructim 
of a theoretical and prac tical alter­
nat ive which embraces nature as a 
wm le f ro m  an unal ienated human 
pe rspective. If we can' t situate 
ourse lves as human beings ( with our 
natural  human des ires and needs) 
within nature , there is l itt le other 
cho ice than to accept that there is 
an irreconcilable split between hu­
manity and nature . The alternatives 
are then c lear . We can choose either 
a human-centered embrace of nature, 
or one o f  the ideologically alienating 
perspectives which rei fy both nature 
and humanity as mtologically separate 
ent ities ,  elevating one over the other. 

'Ihe ideo logy of biocentrism, para­
dox ical ly, brings us no closer to 
nature . In fac t ,  by reify ing nature 
and attempt ing the imposs ible task 
of perceiving it f ro m  a completely 
non-human perspec tive, we are also 
forced to reify our o wn  se lves . And 
biocentrism becomes inextricably tied 
up in a mass of contrad ic tions which 
end up by defining our re lat ionship 
to nature in terms of morality, "na­
tural law" ,  guilt, sacrifice, and self­
repress ion . 

In fact it is impossible for us to 
see out of  any other than our own 
human eyes . It  is  likewise inpossible 
to listen, fee l, tast�, or smell with 
any but our o wn  human senses . And 
even when we use our imaginat ion 
to construct a non-human, "biocentric" 
perspective in o ur minds, we cannot 
poss ibly avoid proj ecting our o wn  
percept ions into that perspective. No 
matter ho w  hard we may try, we 
cannot es cape the fact that we are 
human beings . Thus, even wmn we 
attempt to adopt a "non-anthropo­
centric" ideo logy, this perspective 
al ways remains an inalienably human­
centered ideology. 

What b iocentrism and deep ecology 
do accomplish with their ideo log ical 
pretense is to confuse all  the basic 
ques t ions and g ive us even more 
confus ing ans wers . In order to view 
the world from a greater perspective, 
they attempt to boost themse lves up 
so that they can stand on the ir o wn  
shoulders . But , rather than the desired 
result of achieving a perfect ly non­
human thought, they instead pu ll 
their own legs out f ro m  under them­
se lves and end up vie wing the wor ld 
ups ide down and inside out . And all  
the while they try to convince them­

se lves that this ne w perspeative is 
oh so much more obj ective and signi­
ficant than anything the y  could have 
seen with their own eyes !  

W e  don' t need t o  b e  contortionists 
to understand our place in nature . 
There is no need to deny the validity 
of our own human desires, or the ade­
quac y of our o wn  hWilan perspectives. 
All we need to do is accept them, 
work f rom them, rea l ly live them for 
a change, and a who le new world will 
be opened to us .  
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I wish to se t f orth a method I have found 
us e f u l  in confront ing the tendent!y o f  our 
present cond it ion( ing) to disorient us . We 
ad vocate trust in our des ires , but it is also 
nec essary t o  find and free those des ires . To 
aid in this attempt I sugg est the mental exer­
c ise of put t ing one's tho ughts into words in­

. terna l ly so as t o  concentrate pass ions and 
make cons cio usness a ware of itse lf . 

Witho ut an effort at cons cio usness one's 
mind is f i l led with a l l  sorts o f  shit-- I exper­
ience subj ect ivity as a succession of fantasies, 
resentments , advert is ing j ing l es ,  anx iet ies ,  
phrases ,  and these are essent ially "precon­
s cio us ," al ways shad o wy  and half-formed. Much 
o f  my present experience is dominated by the 
Past in this f orm, an d  it was the intense d is­
comfort I exper ien ced as a teenager that oc­
cas ioned my first c lumsy resort to this lucidity 
so as t o  find a way to establish unity o ut o f  
thes e f ragments o f  consciousness. Now it seems 
that this method parallels the rad ic a l  proj ec t 
o f  the pro letariat de livering human ity from 
the dead hand o f  the Past so as to fully realize 
the Present . 

What also seems c l ear is that this method 
can turn the totality of consciousness into con­
s ciousness o f  the t ot a l ity, witho ut which o ur 
an t i- ideo logical efforts are insignificant. As you 
wil l  see ,  this cons cious ness a l lo ws  nothing but 
itse lf-- it. must be a l l  or nothing . Ole does not 
j us t  rep lac e errone o us ,  convent ional beliefs 
with other, " rad ica l" ones-- one begins to lmo w  
def initively how cons cio usness is created . 

Cons ider ing the process itse lf . I determine 
t o  start s imply by no t ing to myse lf what I am 

doing ( tho ugh this wi l l  qu ickly enab l e  one t o  
not e  with exac t i tude wha t o n e  is feeling) . " I  
am writ ing" ( tho ugh the " writing" is a l l  in my 
he ad) , " I  am putt ing on my shoe ," et c .  One 
starts here an d  can even stay here but the 
obj ec t is no t to f orce a kind of essay format 
on the cons cio usness,  but t o  l ink it up with 
subj ec tivity. I maintain no more than a one­
sentence ho ld on an y " content" or "subj ec t" 
so as t o  ef f ec t ively subj ect d iss ipation to the 
wil l  for who lenes s .  To think what you wi l l  
can be rea lized by will ing what you think. 
Immed iat e ly I become aware of unity and pow­
er-- as we ll as the absurd an d  arb itrary nature 
o f  this lucid it y. I cannot hope t o  destroy for­
ever my f ragmented cons cio us ness witho ut 
destroying the soc iety it m irrors . But this 

provis ional .method can remind one that unity 
is rea l ,  ho wever momentary its p res ent , indivi 
dua l  real izat ion . 

Someone has said that " the cons cio usness 
o f  pass ivity must overcome its own passivity," 
an d I subm it this method as us efu l  to this 
end .  This " ov ercoming" is what I see as the 
br idg e beyond l iteracy, beyond boo ks  and the 
dead trees the y requ ire ( a  valid materialist 
argument f or post er ing as opposed to j o urnal­
ism, by the way) . I am recogni z ing what seems 
to be a rathe r advan ced add ic t ion to print . 
To dep lore this is somewha t  po intless, as read­
ing cons idered as form is a cons o l at ion for a 
wor l d  whe r e  e v e r ything chang es -- "money 
chang es everything " -- but those words stay 
forever the same on the pag e .  Wren one thinks 

in words,  ho wever ,  those words chang e cease­
less ly. One ac kno wledg es a f e e l ing arotsed by 
a random scent , f or examp le ,  or the wisp of a 
melody, but in br ing ing su ch fee lings fu lly to 
light , t o  complete a wareness f or that one or 
t wo sentences is at the same t ime t o  put them 
more fu lly to rest , so that I can litt le by 
litt le push bac k what st i l l  t orments me fro m  
th e  pas t ,  keeps me f ro m  occupy ing the present. 
Thus nothing is supp ressed without first coming 
fu lly into the light -- that att ent ion so as t o  
more effect ive ly banish i t .  An d  thus with a l l  
the ban a l ity cluttering the m inds o f  even ad­
van ced anti- author itarians . 

Perhaps so meone e ls� wil l  care to expand 
this formu lat ion : as against those who would 
rea l ize rat iona l ity witho ':!t supp ress ing it , as 
against those who wou ld supp ress rat ional ity 
witho ut rea l izing it , we aim at the realization 
and supp ress ion o f  rat ionality so as to liberate 
cons ciousness f ro m  its co loni zat ion . 

As Kierkegaard put i t ,  " The revo lut ionary 
will have po wer to concentrat e the who le 
content of life and the who le signi ficance of 
realit y  in one s ing l e  wish. If a person lac ks 
this concentrat ion , this intens ity, if her so ul 
fro m  the beg inning is d ispersed in the multi­
fario us , he never comes t o the point of making 
the movemen t ,  she wil l  deal shre wdl y in life 
like the capita l ists who in vest the ir mon ey in 
all  sorts o f  sec urities , so as t o  gain on the 
one hand what the y lose on the other-- in 
short , he is no t a revo lut ionary." 
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Anarchist 
press review 

Continued 
The July- December 1987 I.Jbertarian 

Workers Bulletin ( POB 20 Parkville 3052, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia) has re­
cent ly arrived, covering the Australian 
Anarchist Centenary and carrying inter­
national ne ws .  Art icles include part one 
of a hist ory o f  the Korean anarchist 
movement, an account of the 1986 Pan­
Hellenic ( Greek) anarchist conference, 
and the origins of the anarchist move­
ment in Argent ina . Subs cript ions are 
$4 /year ( 2  issues) . 

Kick it Over ( POB 58 11, Stat ion A, 
Toronto, Ontario , Canada M5 W 1P2) is 
a quarterly anarchist-feminist tabloid 
with a somewhat moralistic cultural/eco­
logical focus . Issue #20 contains a social 
ecology supp lement with reprints of 
articles by Janet Biehl and Murray lbok­
chin. Subscript ions $7. 50/4 issues . 

The SRAF Bulletin ( Social Revolution­
ary Anarchist Federation, POB 11966, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84147) cont inues 
to plug a way after 20 years with #103 
publ ished in June 1988 . · Not for the 
faint o f  heart , this publication continues 
to plunge into ever greater depths of 
boredom & stupid ity--matched by fe w 
other such forums for se lf-abuse . Sub­
script ions are $ 3/6 issues . 

The Rebel Worker ( POB 92, Broad way 
2007, Sydney, Australia) is the voice o f  
the Anarcho- Syndicalist Federation ( Aus­
tralian section o f  the International Wor­
kers Associat ion) with class war ne ws 
from Australia and around the wor ld . 
Send a contribut ion for a copy. 

We j ust received issue #3 of Freezine 
( POB 1465 , Tro y, NY . 12180 ) ,  a smal l 
anarchist journal including a smrt article 
on urban hous ing and a revie w  of t wo  
books b y  Noam Chomsky. Send a donation 
for a sample copy. 

IdeOccion ( C. C. 984, 2000 Rosario ,  
Argentina) is the bullet in o f  Grupo Im­
pu lso publ ished in Spanish. Send a con­
tribut ion for a sample . 

Bayou La Rose ( Survival Net work 
Information Center, POB 2576, San Diego, 
CA. 92112) has published its 10th anni­
versary issue ( Winter 1988)  featuring 
more on Native American struggles-the 
Sara wak Blockade,  Leonard Peltier, Big 
Mountain . Subscriptions are $5/year (4  
issues) . 

Alternative 
press review 

Continued 
Stang from the Bost on Bobylon and a 
reprint detailing David Byrne's SUfPOSed 
rip-off o f  Subgenius ideas & Stang's 
proprietary attitudes . Both zines no w 
have slick, color covers and some nice 
artwork. Send $2 for samples ( and don't 
use the full  tit le o f  EMS on envelopes , 
Postal authorities have been hass ling 
the ed itor about this) . 

Sound Oloice ( POB 1251,  Oj ai, CA. 
93023) is an " International Journal of 
Independent Mus ic" published by the 
Audio Evo lut ion Net work. We ll worth 
checking out , this thick zine packs . 
everything from the Butthole Surfers to 
the mus ic of the Bayaka Pygmies into 
its pages . Subscr ipt ions are $12/year (6  
issues) .  

Touclp>int ( 27 Mus ic Square E. #169, 
Nashville, 'IN. 37203) is "a contact service 
for the non-monogamous . It cons ists of 
listings of people seeking correspondents, 
f riends, lovers or mates , and anyone 
over the age of 18 can part icipate whe­
ther hetero , gay, bi,  or undec ided . -Send 
an SASE for info . 

The 1 9 8 8  Sp ring Supp lement and 
main Loo�ics Unlimited ( POB 11 97 , 
Port To wnsend, WA. 98 368) cata logs are 
pac ked fu ll  of unusual boo ks  which 
span the spectrum from br illiant to 
useless t o  dangerous . Besides book sales, 
Loo mpanics also publ ishes titles like 
Bob Black' s "lbe Abolition of Work. Free . 
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Native American guerrillas 
in (',olombia Continued 

only with Indian issues and the pro­
blems o r  the ! arm workers and ha­
cienda farmers, but also with those 
of the Indians f ro m  the Resguardos, 
woom he supported woo le-heartedly. 
It was clear to him that the needs or 
the entire native population-subjected 
to centuries o r  exploitat ion and op­
pression--had not chang ed .  

Qui n t in Lame was a ware that 
there were laws in existence that 
favored the Ind ians, laws protective 
of our rights . So he ackiressed himself 
to the author ities first of all in the 
Cauca . When he found them turning 
a deaf ear to his pet it ions , he ap­
proached the authorities in Bogota . 
He al ways bel ieved that the national 
government,  unl ike the one in Popa­
yan, would be impart ial in its actions 
and would ac kno wledg e the rightness 
of the Ind ians' demands . However, as 
the years passed, bitter reality showed 
this be l ie! to have been a mistake . 

Quintin Lame d id not remain idl e  
while he awaited th e  answer from the 
highest authorities . See ing that the 
Indians' or iginal mobilizat ion along 
peacef u l  l ines on a demand regarding 
their legitimate rights had been greet­
ed by the club and imprisonmen t ,  he 
also helped organize some armed 
bands f or carry ing on the fight .  
With widespread support f ro m  the 
communities ,  he and the bands toured 
vast areas, pass ing through numerous 
vil lages l ike Paniquita and Purac e,  
Inza and Balalca zar,  striking fear 
and anx iety into our enemies . 

The great estate-owners o f  the 
Cauca organi zed for the repression of 
Quintin Lame . Headed by the poet 
Gui llermo Valaencia, they declared him 
Pub l i c  Enemy Number One . They 
tossed him into prison over 100 times, 
and went so far as to hire Ind ians 
themse lves to betr�y him. The y were 
ready to murder him, j ust as later 
they murdered his successor , Jose 
Gon zalo Sanche z .  This is why 'Pintin 
Lame was obliged to quit the Cauca 
and pursue his struggle  alongside the 
Indi.ans f rom the Tol ima . He d ied 
there in San Jose de Ind ias on Octo­
ber 7, 196 7 .  Although the struggle 
led by Manuel Quint in Lame did not 
achieve de! ini te success over the 
caste which has al ways held power in 
the Cauca, it was a crucial phase in 
our res istance against the owressor, 
a stage in the def ense o r  o ur lands, 
our culture, our organi zat ion, paving 
the way for further stages in this 
ageless confrontat ion . 

In our o wn  day Manuel Quint in 
Lame has become the symbol of a 
f resh struggle that we Ind ians are 
waging to defend our rights and 
that we are not incl ined to g ive 1..p 
unt il  we have secured the f inal vic­
tory. 

'lbe Indian movement 
For around fift een years no w, we 

people have embarked again upon 
mobilizat ion in the Cauca as well as 
in the rest or the country for the 
purpose o f  fighting for o ur rights to 
land, organi zat ion and culture . A 
variet y of org an i zat ions have spear­
headed this mob ilizat ion and we may 
take the vie w  that the resu lts thus 
far have been positive. We have 
recov ered thousands or  hec tares or 
land for our resguardos, the corvee 
has all but vanished from the Ind ian 
d istricts, our cab i ldos have extended 
their aut ono my and our culture has 

been g iven a fresh boost . At the 
national level, our struggles are ad­
mired and respected, and we are in 
the throes o r  successfully overcoming 
the humiliat ion in which we have 
languished for so many ·centuries . 

However, these gains have cost 
us very dearly. Although legis lat ion 
current ly in plac e  "protects" our 
rights and, first and foremost , the 
invio lability of our · resguardos, in 
practice the ruling classes and the 
agencies or the state have let loose 
a bloody repress ion that has cos� 
the l ives o r  more than one hundred 
of our organ i zers, ac tivists and co­
workers . The big estate-owners have 
f ormed gangs of hired kil lers woo , 
with the ac quies cence of the autoori­
ties ,  kil l  our people . The pol ice and 
the army sow terror in the Indian dis­
tricts;  secret agents murder and are 
handsomely re warded for it whi le 
enj oying the protec'tion of their  su-
periors . <Ate o r  the first o r  our lea­
ders to !all  was comrade Gustavo 
Mej ia, a great life- long fighter f or 
the people, to whom the Indian move­
ment is largely indebted for the 
success it has kno wn in recent years. 

Gustavo was killed in Corinto 
with the connivance of the entire 
local ruling class as we ll as with the 
who le-hearted support o f  some well­
kno wn liberal politicians in the Ql.uca. 
Other great fighters like Just iniano 
Lame, Avelino Ulcue, and Benj amin 
Dindicue were victims o r  the corrpli­
city of our area's governmental and 
court author ities . In other nat ive 
areas of the country, equally respected 
leaders have perished without the 
least sign of re ac tion on the part or 
the competent author ities . 

Today, no w that the might o r  the 
Ind ian mov ement promises tremendous 
progress as far as our rights are 
concerned country-wide, the threat 
or vio l ent death hang ing over our 
leaders and co- workers-- a death 
schemed by the great estate-owners 
in cahoots with the civilian and mi­
litary authorities woo utterly disregard 
the very laws which they claim to 
champion--gro ws more prominent . 

'lbe emergence of the Quintin 
Lame Commando 

In the Cauca, a backward oligarchy 
has c lung to power for several cen­
turies and the upshot has been op­
pression and misery !or the population 
or this area .  This oligarchy fee ls 
threatened by the strength o r  the 
nat ive peoples' movemen t .  It resorts 
to every means at its disposal to 

hold ont o  its ill-gotten gains or our 
land, and to sustain a political au­
thor ity which with each passing day 
slips from its grasp. Obv ious ly the 
law poses no obstacle to the ambitions 
or this owressive caste . The main 
reason !or the current v io lence in 
the Cauca is the despairing ac tion 
or  a ruling class that no longer has 
any historica l  justification, but clings 
to power as best it may. Implicated 
in this-- in the wave o r  crime and 
murders over the last decade-- are 
not only the great estate-owners 
and their hired killers, but likewise 
the civilian and military authorities­
-judg es and other local officials, the 
area's lead ing politicians-- in short, 
the entire ruling class and the state 
apparatus under its contro l .  

Thi s  i s  the reason why, first with 
their se lf-defense groups and subse­
quent ly with the Quint in Lame Com­
m ando,  the Ind ian movement has 
gradua l ly f ormed its armed struggle  
wing whose principal raison d'etre is 
the def ense or the rights o r  the 
Ind ians . Likewise , other se gments of 
the popu lat ion o r  the Cauca suffer 

· violence and repression. � struggling 
peasants in the north, in Patia, Timio 
or Caj ibio , the civic leaders of Puerto 
Tej ada, Cor into or Santander, and 
the Popayan leaders are constant ly 
threatened and harassed . Some were 
even murdered by the enemy. 

Upwards of 100 Indian and people's 
de legates have been killed these past 
ten years without an y of the murder­
ers having been brought to book 
before the courts . And not because 
their ident ities are unkno wn ;  for 
the y nearly all comnitted their crimes 
in broad daylight without the merest 
attempt to conceal themse lves .  Our 
commando has identified most or the 
assass ins o f  our comrades and has 
already brought several o r  them to 
justice . Hired kil lers had become 
veritable nightmares for the nat ive 
communities . They attempted to halt 
our struggle with violence . Thanks 
first of all to the self-defense groi..ps, 
and then thanks t o  our commando, 
we have tackled the hired kil lers 
and managed to br ing this plague 
largely under contro l and to restore 
peace to many communities . 

The es ca lat ing violence against 
the Ind ian movemenf peaked at the 
end of 1986 with the i l legal eviction 
f ro m  the recovered Lope z Adentro 
lands on November 9th and the murder 
in Santander o f  Alvaro Ulcue the 
next day. In reply to the first o f  
these incidents, our comnando entered 
the San Luis subsidiary or the Central 
Castilla,  thereby demonstrat ing that 
we are ready to mob ilize against the 
sugar planters woo bear the primary 
respons ibi lity f or the Lope z Adentro 
eviction . As f or Ulcue' s death, wmse 
perpetrator's we have sworn to p.1nish, 
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we demonstrated our protest b y  oc­
cupying Santander de Quilhao with 
the assistance or another revolutionary 
organizat ion on January 4th, 1987 . 

We are aware that the Cauca and 
El Valle oligarchy is current ly plan­
ning to murder several Ind ian and 
popular leaders and that a l ist has 
even been drawn up f or this p.1rpooe.  
Our commando has the names or 
certain individuals who are behind 
this conspirac y. Let us state c learly 
that if their plan should come to 
pass, we will  take steps not only 
against the hired killers, but also 
against the putat ive authors and 
economic godfathers or such crimes. 

Late ly also, certain se lf-styled 
revolut ionary groups have st irred tp 
problems in our resguardos by trying 
to impose themselves by force without 
ackno wledg ing our aut onomy or our 
own authorities in the shape of the 
Cabi ldos . In some instances , they 
have gone so far as to  kill  comrades 
woo res isted their ambitions . Our 
commando has also tac kled these 
gro ups , al ways in pursuance of the 
interest  or the community and o r  
the Cabildo' s author ity. 

It should also be noted that the 
Quint in Lame Commando has not the 
slightest ambit ion to const itute a 
force to direct the Indian corrmunities. 
For us the Cabildos, f re e ly chosen 
by the community, and the comnunity 
itse lf, represent the highest authority. 
We are at their service and at the 
service o f  the entirety or the Indian 
movement of the Cauca and of Colom­
bia . We want to state very clearly 
that our ac tion is d irec ted solely 
against the ene mies of  the Indians 
and of the popu lace in general, and 
that we respect the several political, 
re ligious or cu ltural ideas o r  the 
popu lat ion . Likewise , we respec t  
inst itut ions working honest ly ins ide 
our communi ties . 

We disagree with the conflict  
some have sought to so w bet ween 
Indian and peasant groups . Smallh:>l­
ders shou ld have their rights assured 
and our commando has made it known, 
when d isputes have arisen, off er ing 
them our support . It is our be lief 
that Indians and peasants alike share 
similar p roblems and that those dif..., 
ferences o f  opinion that do arise 
must be resolved through d ialogue : 
The Quint in Lame Commando app re ­
ciates that we Ind ians are not alone 
in suffering from luulter and persecu­
tion, but that the vast maj or ity o f  
Colombian people is targeted b y  the 
prevai ling system.  Thus we ident ify 
with the struggles of all segments or 
the popu iace and we participate fully 
in the national liberat ion struggle 
and in the building of  a more just 
society f or all Colombians . We wish 
to establish f raternal re lat ions with 
the people's various trade unions , 
pol itical and armed organizat ions , 
and to establish a single front whi� 
-beyond all  sectarianism and aspira­
t ions to hegemony- may successfully 
mobilize the vast bulk of the popula­
tion against the power of the exploit­
ers . 

We be lieve also that whi le this 
f ront is in the throes of being formed, 
a democrat ic procedure has to be 
adhered to-- in which each organiza­
t ion's aut onomy is respected-- and a 
variet y of contribut ions has to be 
accessible so as to enrich and galva­
ni ze the struggle. We armed organiza­
tions are not ca lled upon to foist 
our will  upon the generality or  the 
popu lar movement . We must ,  rather,  
be at its servic e .  SOU RCE: BLACK 
FLAG, BM Hurricane, London WCJ.N 
3XX 
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A boring night out, 
circa 1975 by Lev <llemyi 

You kno w what it' s like when 
n o t h i ng ' s  happening . You don' t 
have much energy, and no one 
e lse does either . It' s the middle of 
a midwestern winter.  The days are 
monotonous ly short , ha zy and cold; 
the nights f rig id . You get together 
with a fe w f r iends and nobody 
kno ws what to do . 

So mebody lamely suggests a 
familiar bar . " Maybe there' 11 be a 
ban d  playing tonight . n And for 
lac k  o f  a better idea, everyone 
bundles up in coats and sca rves , 
and pi les into the car for a silently 
f re e z ing trip o ut to the edg e o f  
t o wn .  

The bar is an o ld converted 
barn, across the an c i ent t wo- lane 
highway ( no w  bypassed by an inter­
state) from the t o wn' s  last remain­
ing drive- in theatre , which is , o f  
co urse , dark t onight . The bar' s  
s i g n ap p e a r s a s  t h e c a r  
app ro aches the half-icy, half-muddy 
and most ly empt y parking lot . A 
s ing le f loodlamp illum inates drab 
letter ing which reads, " The Glad­
st one Mfg . Co . "  It doesn' t loo k 
t oo promis ing . 

We all slo wly pile out o f  the car. 
Gingerly avoiding the deeper slush 
puddles which dot the lot like mines 
in a minefield, we make our ways to 
the d imly lighted doorway. The door 
opens and another world is revealed. 

Direct ly ins ide, where a lo wer 
level of stalls once st ood, is the 
bar-- with five or s ix rednecks and 
longhairs, along with their girlfriends, 
do wning their longne c ks .  Along the 
far wall  six or eight others are in­
tently pursuing a couple eight balls 
into their dark l itt le burro ws .  A 

couple quarters wait  in a l ine . The 
pinball machines. stand largely umc­
cupied .  A fe w more people s it at the 
most ly vacant tables to r ight .  

As the leaden warm�up so unds o f  
a blues-rock band drift i n  f rom the 
upper room of the split- level barn ,  
we a l l  march past the mercifu lly 
warm woodstove near the door over 
to the bar. Then with o ur collection 
o f  longnec ks ,  nuts and a pickled egg 
or two ,  we make o ur way to wards 
the mus ic . 

The upper roo m  turns out t o  be 
as empt y as the lo wer . The band 
appears pathet ic as a result. If there 
were a f e w  more people at the tables, 
I' m sure it wouldn' t sound quite so 
bad, though. 

The four o f  us s lump around the 
table o f  a booth. My g irlfriend, 
Cheryl, and I sit on one s ide, while 
Mike with his pipe already smoking 
a way and Bob with his crutches leaned 
up bes ide him, s it on the othe r .  No 
one recogni zes any f riends in the 
" cro wd." Even after we' ve do wned 
some of the beer, the place seems 
about as d ismal as it would have 
been to j ust hang aro und at home. 

After a few more m ed iocre tunes 
and some uninspired conversat ion, 
it's t ime for another ro und. But 
there's no denying it , I' m bored. 

I can't listen to the mmic anymore. 
Aft er searching the pro files around 
us again, I can still  only pic k  out 
the face of one nameless acquaintance. 
My thoughts wander . Why d id we 
bother to come here in the first 
place? I' ve got to do something or 
I' ll s imply fall  as leep here in this 
co ld, dalllp o ld barn .  Isn' t there any­
thing here to interest me? 

My tho ught s  t urn to Cheryl. 
Wouldn' t it be a whole lot nicer to 

be at home, warm in bed right no w? 
But we' re stuck here in this country 
bar doing nothing • • •  but why let that 
stop us? 

I reach over and put my arm 
around Oieryl. She snuggles up t o  
m e ,  looking grateful for an excuse 
to momentarily ignore her own bore­
dom, t oo .  I lean over arid kiss her, 
slid ing my hand up t o  caress her 
breasts .  She in tum s l ides her hand 
up my leg, playing along with my 
lead . But I wonder ho w far she' ll 
keep playing along , once she realfaes 
what I have in mind? 

I s lide my hands do wn to her 
waist and beg in lifting her sweatshirt 
up over her breasts,  over her head, 
as she lifts her arms and wriggles 
out of it . She loo ks  at me like I'm a 
litt le cra zy, but she still  allo ws me 
to unbutton an d  remove her s weater, 
once again snuggling up t o  me as we 
kiss and fondle each other for a 
moment.  

Then I reach do wn and begin 
slid ing her blouse up over her bra 
and up over her head .  Surpris ing the 
he l l  out of me, she doesn' t resist in 
the least ! Off comes her blouse,  and 
imm ed iate ly her hands are expert ly 
remov ing my s weater! 'Then off comes 
my shirt as I unfasten and remove 
her bra . Her breasts bob out ,  nipples 
erect in the coo l air, goose-bumps 
all over her naked skin .  

Once she's removed m y  t -shirt, 
we can embrace ,  warm f lesh to warm 
f lesh, our icy hands sending exquisite 
shivers o f  pleasure down each other's 
spines . I can't  he lp but not ice by 
no w that a fe w of the faces in the 
anonymous cro wd are no w looking 
intently our way, but it' s easy to 
ignore them. 

So I reach for her jeans. Unzi.I:ping 
them is a snap as she helps me pu ll 
them off by wiggling out of them. 
Whoa, that's co Id! My o wn  j eans are 
no w do wn on the f loor . 

As I quickly rip down Cheryl's 
panties , I see Bob's gett ing into the 

• Spirit across the table . He's already 
got his overalls do wn over the cast 
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on his leg . Hobbling arol.Uld taking off 
his underwear, he looks more ludicrom 
than I imagine Cheryl and I appear 
to the increas ingly amused cro wd 
around us !  However, ·Mike, unper­
turbed by an y of this , is st ill  sitting 
bac k amusedly puf fing on his pipe , 
as i f  he were sitt ing at another table 
safe ly out o f  our reach. His only 
comment is , " Yo u  guys want to get 
arrested or somethin' ?" 

As . soon as Cheryl, Bob and I 
have divested ourse lv es  o f  all  our 
c lothes , almost as one , we tum our 
attention to Mike and begin removing 
his over fairly severe protest . By 
the time we' ve managed to get his 
shirts o ff ,  he's  mad e  it quite clear 
that any further attacks will earn 
the rest o f  us severe bodily damage, 
so we bac k o ff and let him smoke · 
his pipe , bare-chested ,  but in peace. 

At this point I figure we' re com­
mitted to go ing all the way. Q;pecial­
ly, s ince it's too co ld to j ust sit 
aro und buck naked . So I survey the 
roo m, picking my targ ets, imagining 
a roomfu l o f  naked people, and the 
fun that might be! 

So I run out f ro m  our booth and 
try to corner the nameless acquain­
tance I had . not iced bef ore , figuring 
he's the most l ikely to cons ent to 
an unceremonious def ro cking.  But 
he's b igger than I am, and he only 
goes along with us do wn to his waist . 
Not much fun here . 

Bored with this , Cheryl and I 
start go ing for the strang ers at the 
other tables . And chairs fall  to the 
f loor as they all  beat a hasty retreat 
fro m  the ir seats . All the while, Bob 
is prancing around ( well,  he's  at 
least coming as c lose to it as you 
can when you' ve got a broken leg) 
with a absurd grin of delight,  urging 
everyone to j oin in our lunacy. 

By no w, realizing that the y' ve 
been completely upstaged by all the 
commot ion around the empty dance 
f loor, the band wants to get into 
the act .  Not realizing what he's  let­
t ing himse lf in for , the lead guitarist 
taunts Che ryl, saying ,  " Come on 

7';;;:;;:--;-=:;;;---.--.---------------------------------==-·=···==-=-=----, honey, take o ff my pants!" And like 
the proverbial red flag waved in front 

· of the bull, he's  got her off and 
running for his j eans ! 

This turns o ut to be the funniest 
joke yet , as he trips over his amp.  
cords, covering his cro t ch with his 
guitar and attempt ing to defend him­
se lf f rom Cheryl's dexterom advances. 
Too cocky for his own good,  he's  
abo ut to be reduced to plead ing for 
a humiliat ing es cape ,  when cheryl 
mercifu lly allo ws him quarter . 

She turns to me and together we 
survey our handiwork: all  the nearby 
tables have been abandoned . The 
band, in a shambles,  is attempting to 
regroup for another tune . A fe w o f  
the braver folks st ill s it a t  the far­

; thest circ le of tables. And, of course, 
; the doorways to the barroom are 
· cro wded with craned necks. So Qleryl 

and I grab our beers and make a little 
more casual and subdued ro unds o f  
the remaining popu lated tabl es ,  but 
no one consents to j oin in with our 
master plan , which is thus rapidly 
losing its appeal for us, too .  

We take seats in the back o f  the 
roo m  near one o f  the doors, partly 
in compass ion for the poor folks 
woo are straining their nec ks  trying 
to get a gander at us witrout actually 
sett ing foot in the roo m .  We f inish 
our beers in silence, watching the 
band, fee ling the co ldness s lo wly 
creep through our bod ies . 

One o f  the bartenders enters 
from a door near the band, collecting 

Gladstone Mfg. Co. after recent renovation, circa winter, 1987. _______________ Photo by A. Backer · Continued on page 19  
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rve been exploited by alot of 
things in my lifet ime, but I never 
fe lt explo ited during my four-and­
a-half years as a professional pomo­
gr.aphe r .  

Ev �  when I returned to the 
field for a fe w short months as an 
"exo t ic "  dancer, I was treated far 
better by my emplo yers than I was 
in most o f  my non -pornographic 
wor .kp laces . 

In fac t ,  when I left the porno ­
graphy bus iness,  my sexua l it y  was 
happy, he a lthy and wro l e .  Aft er 
four-and-a-ha l f  years o f  porno , I 
loved sex .  But after four-and-a­
half years of o ff ic ia l ly sanctioned 
sex ( marriage) , I' m no w f rig id . 
( Sanctions often have that effect • • •  ) 

This is my story only. People 
woo have lo w se lf-esteem end easy 
access t o  m ind-altering substances 
might have d ifferent stories; they're 
d ifferent peopl e .  But my story is 
as valid a part o f  the porn exper­
ience as the irs are , an d I ask only 
that it be read with an open m ind. 

When I was eighteen, I got some 
sort of draggy f lu and missed a week 
of the part-time c lerical ,  m in imum 
wage j ob which I 'd  had for six 
months . I was fired . 

Need ing to pay rent ( don' t we 
all?) and hoping to make so me quick 
money off of  my naked body, I called 
all  of the street-rac k ne wspapers in 
my ci ty which featured naked g irls 
on the ir covers . Some were rude: 
"Do ya got b ig t its?" Some bought 
pictures f rom agen ts .  When a woman 
ans wered at another, sounding gen ­
uine ly enthus iast ic about my call and 
asking if I'd st op by the o ff ice, I 
was much re l ieved . What I tho ught 
was a one-shot $50  deal ,  t urned out 
to be my fu ll-time, o ff - and-on em­
ployment f or the next four years . 

Rags turned to riches short ly 
aft er I'd needed the f i ft y  bucks so 
badly. I received a $ 3500 sett lement 
from the estate o f  a dead re lat ive 
and I took o ff f or a vacat ion in 
London . When I ret urned, I got an ­
other mindless j ob --se lling candy in 
a cute litt le white uni form . I also 
got an invitat ion to a part y he ld by 
the publ ishers of my photos , 

The party led to a f riendly sort 
of sexua l  re lat ionship with the pho­
tographer.  I started hang ing out 
after work at the ne wspaper o ff ice 
wrere I looked at lots of very sex­
ual ly-exciting big bosom magazines. 
Quitt ing my j ob as a salesgirl ,  I 
moved in with the photographer and 
his roommate,  learned to take fh>tos, 
do paste-up and write . 

Eventual ly, I got paid regularly. 
But this publ ishing co mpan y was not 
a corporate ent ity-- it was a gro up  
of  " old hiwies" w ho  were trying t o  
keep alive the sexual/political revolu­
t ion that never real ly happened in 
the 1960's . We shared dope , meals 
and s leeping space .  When there was 
money, we got paid . When there 
wasn' t ( and paying workers was a 
much higher priority than rent) ,  we 
kne w we had food and a pl�ce to 
stay. Whatever I wanted to do in my 
untut ored wisdom I was al lo wed to 
do . The energy o f  the creat ivity 
ba lanced out the lac k of skill  and 
the poor choices in the long run . I 
learned, I gre w, and I never felt bad 
about myse lf . 

Money, or . rather, the desire for 
more money, led me to leave this 
homey atmosphere for the more cor­
porate one o f  the largest producer 
of  sexual  magazines on the west 
coast . I received a $60 a week raise 
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My life in the porn biz 
( which, ten years ago , meant more 
like $200 a wee k) . I punched a t ime 
clock. I wrot e  on demand .  I got pro­
mot ed . I was g iven ne w dut ies .  I 
f l irted and enj oyed lots of sexua l  
forep lay with a department manager 
in his off ic e .  I managed my o wn  
o ff ice wren m y  boss was on a month's 
sic k  leave. When I dec ided that it 
was t ime to go bac k t o  s cho o l  and 
do something "honest" with a l l  that 
I' d learned about men , women , and 
kin ky sexua l  practices, I was offered 
another promot ion . 

It was in school that I first 
"learned• that I 'd been explo ited . I 
weighed t wen t y  pounds less then, 
and I dressed l ike a punk sex kitten­
-st iletto hee ls, leather mini-skirts, 
lots of  eye makeup. Women in flannel 

shirts , boots and mustaches t old me 
that pornography J!xplo ited women , 
turned th�m int o  obj ec ts . 

Still ,  no one I kne w had ever 
been forced, coerced, or drugged to 
do an ything against her wil l .  We' d 
seen kidd ie pies,  an imal sex f lix, 
lots of  fake, and a t iny amount o f  
real sado-masochistic material, golden 
sho wers, toilet f reaks ,  baby freaks , 
TV's, and shoe co l lectors . But wren 
the stories about snuf f f i lms started 
go ing aro und, even the hardcore , 
u ltra-dirt y pornographers co uldn' t 
get aho ld of an yth ing that wasn' t 
Ho llywood fakery. It may have existed 
then, and with the advent of home 
v ideo equ ipment in the hands o f  
psychopaths, i t  sure ly exists no w. 
But pro fess ional pornographers have 
nothing to do with i t .  

I lost a semester o f  college wlEn, 
under the inf luence of t oo-damned 
much alcoho l, I was raped, impreg­
nated ,  aborted and suffered a break­
do wn .  I lost the next semester w!En, 
midway thro ugh several independent 
study proj ects, my advisor was pro­
mot ed to dean , and had no t ime to 
mess with students . What the he ll .  

So I returned to po ni  for a few 
months, this t ime dan cing in a club 
in Bost on's Combat Zone . I worked 
my litt le tail  o ff ,  so met imes dancing 
for as many as five t wenty-minut e  
sets in eight hours ( usual ly a girl 
does onl y  three sets) . The dancing 
was great;  the pay was superb, though 
I hated the hust ling of men for 
"drinks" of ginger ale at $7 a shot . 
I had one great one-night stand 
with a j ust -grad uat ing neurosurgeon. 
And I l� a rned that pornography 
doesn' t exploit women · at al l .  

When porn exp lo its, it exp lo its 
men --the same men who support the 
id iot ic social system that creates 
their need for wo men about whom 
they may fantasize "free o f  gui lt . "  
The horror of  ens lavement. to one 
person no matter what in order to 
protect ( marriage) property rights,  
wi� no release, creates the need to 
fantas ize . And then there's the non ­
marriage-market material--the retard­
ed, emot ionally immature , sexua l ly 
variant ,  phys ically-def ormed ,  impri­
soned , and workaho lics-- who are 
denied any sexua l ity and truly re ly 
upon soc ially-des ignated " available" 
females for their primary re l ease . 

The biggest prob lem with porno ­
graphy is , as I see it' that it promotes 
on ly one facet o f  what people are . 
People are more than their bod ies . 
The ir sexual re lat ionships are o ft en 

only one facet of their total relation­
ship. 

Some people say it's wrong to 
re late  with one another onl y  in a 
sexual  way, but pornography lets us 
think of people exclusively in a sexual 
way, wi,tho ut hav ing to worry about 
l ifet ime co mm itments ,  emotional vul­
nerability or fai led erections . 

Personally, as long as everyone is 
up f ront about what they want out of 
a re lat ionship, I fai l  to see that 
there's an ything wrong with people 
sett ing the ir own terms as to what 
they wan t .  For other facets beyond 
the sexual ,  there are other forms o f  
express ion . I ' d  l ike to see more and 
better pornography for those who 
are interested in having fantasi� 
about more real and who le people.  
But I would never d is card the "quick 
fantasy fuck" stuff . And if you pay 
me what I wan t ,  you can think sexual 
thpughts about me and/ or my body. 

Later, I got married because I 
was unemployed and I had a bladder 
infection that wouldn't quit. I needed 
the med ical  coverage a husband could 
extend . And because someone asked , 
o f  co urse . He told me his emplo yer 
( the -U. S .  mil itary) would fro wn  on 
his simply cohabitat ing with me. And 
because I truly thought that I could 
make it wor k. ( Maybe two people 
can make an economic re lat ionship 
with a primary sexual partner work­
-and there are , under our system of  
governmental an d  soc ial institutions, 
certain benef its to those who ho ld 

by Holly 

legal marita l status--but it needs to 
be both of them, not just one.) Maybe 
we loved each other • • • •  

Now I began to leam what exploi­
tation was all  about . At home I was 
a capt ive aud ience to my husband's 
immat ure and hysteric a l  demands .  
Bes ides being a mother to our baby, 
I also had to mother him .  In the 
tiny t o wn to which we were sent by 
the military, thousands of wives vied 
for the . fe w avai lable j obs.  I was 
fired fro m  one when I dec ided to 
have an affair ( to repair the se lf­
esteem shattered by my marriage) 
with a man not my supervisor . 

1bro wn out o f  the ho use with a 
suitcase , a bus t ic ket and $40 ,  I 
retreated to a t o wn  wrere friends of 
a friend took me in . I was sick o f  
the corporate, o f  the culturally ac ­
cepted, and of doing what was "right." 
I'd been exposed to a minimal amount 
o f  anarchist thought, an d  realized 
that here was the first set o f  ideas 
that made wro le sense to me. Instead 
of a world of bosses and bossed , o f  
exploiters and exp lo ited, anarchists 
want to create a wor ld in which 
everyone is empo wered . 

I wanted to work aa selflessly as 
poss ible • • • trying to he lp those who 
needed support the most. I took a job 
working with a soc ial service agency 
run by some people who cons idered 
themse lves rad icals.  art the counter­
culture has its exploiters,· t oo .  

Continued on page 1 9  
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Introductory note 
For most people pornography is 

an emotional Jssue. In a highly re­
pressed society what else could � 
expect! Traditionally, the battle 
lines over porn have always been 
drawn between those who explicitly 
defend puritanical, religious, and 
moralistic values on the one hand, 
and on the other those who seek 
to subvert them. 

Of late, however, some of the 
skirmishes have been fought on a 
new front. A new wave of anti-porn 
•feminists• have come to the fore. 
At the same time as there have 
been rising mnbers of new adherents 
to a conpletely co-opted bourgeois 
feminism, there have also been in­
creasing numbers of women who 
have incredibly come to see •radical" 
feminist values purely in terms of 
moralism and ideology. Where once 
the feminist movement harbored 
several currents with some. genuinely 
radical perspectives, these currents 
have now been effectively buried 
by an avalanche of legalism and 
respectability, puritanism and reac­
tion. 

Perhaps it was inevitable that 
feminis� would meet this fate. Its 
meaning has always been amblguom 
enough to enconpass huge contra­
dictions. And like any originally 
liberatory theory, it faced tremen­
dously strong forces which tended 

·· to channel its energies ·into all th! 
pre-approved, •sa1.e• directions where 
authority and hierarchy themselves 
would never be challenged. 

And then, besides this, there 
was always the double nature of 
pornography itself at work in this 
transformation-the liberatory im­
pulses of porn have always been 
engaged in a perverse dialectic 
with the co1Dlter-force of the pa­
triarchal values embarrassingly lnpli­
cit (when not glaringly explicit) in 
most porn. 1bus there has always 
been a certain rhetorical ease with 
which one could make the junp 
from the critique of patriarchal 
values to the critique of male desire. 
Certain anti-porn activists have 

. even taken this road to its extreme 

end in equating all male sexuality 
with violence. For these anti-porn 
moralists, "porn is the theory; rape 
is the practice.• 

In this essay, Paula Webster 
makes the case for the continued 
viability of those feminist penp!C 
tives which still retam theJr origin­
ally liberatory inpulses. If they are 
to survive, they must come to tenm 
with the positive features of porno­
graphy without demanding the sup­
pression of any of the forms of 
porn which fall outside the main­
stream of traditionally . repressive 
sexuality. 

Recently in Columbia, two "femi­
nists,W Gloria Leonard and Delores 
Alexander, debated the pom question 
with fairly predictable results. Alex­
ander, the first director of the 
National �anization for Women 

· and a fo1Dlder of Women Against 
Pornography, presented a few slldes 
of covers and centerfolds from PENT­
HOUSE, HUS TLER, and PLAYBOY 
in order to "prove" her case that all 
porn is violence against women, if 
only because it objectifies women. 
While claiming that she was not •a 
prude or a Victorian,W she went on 
to betray her fear of ncn-traditional 
sexuality by fantasizing an sa: M 
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scene when describing ooe magazine 
cov�urely because the woman 
pictured (no one else was in the 
photograph) was wearing leather. In 
another photo of a woman posing 
with a knife near her crotch, the 
scene amazingly became one of 
genital self-nutilation Jn Alexander's 
eyes. Ber OR>Onent in the debate 
(Gloria Leonard) was also a long­
time member of N.O.W., however, 
apparently because of Leonard's 
pro-porn stance, the local press 
( COWMBIA Dt\ILY TRIBUNE) article 
refused to ever identify her as such, 
much less i�entify her as a "femi­
nist." Nevertheless, many from the 
local •feminist" scene applauded 
even (especially) the most prudish 
of Alexander's remarks, while denying 
any validity to Leonard's claim to a 
"feminist" identity. 

From my seat at the debate, it 
appeared all too clear that, more 
than ever, if anti-pom is th! theory, 
a new puritanism is the practice. 

Lev Olemyi 

·· ·. ·· ; 
.. 

•Pomography and Pleasure• ori­
g�y appeared in HERESIES 12 
(the Sex Issue). It is reprinted here 
from CAUGHT LOOKING; Feminism, 
Pornography and Censorslrlp, an 
excellent anthology con.piled by the 
Feminist Anti-Censomhfp Task Force. 
Copies are available from: 

Caught Looking, Inc. 
135 Rivington Street 

NYC, NY. 10002 

Ev ery f e m in ist in the Ne w 

York metropo l itan area has heard 

of Women Against Pornography. 

Indeed , in the last fe w years, 

pornography has become the focus 

for a great dea l  of f e m inist ac ti­

v it y. In one o f  the best-organized 

and best- funded c ampaigns in 

mov ement hist ory, women hav e  

been enco uraged t o  examine their 
gut reac t ions t o  sexua l ly explicit 

mat er ia l  an d  to take a po l i t ic a l  

stand that condemns pornography 

·as a maj or cause o f  v io len c e  

agains t  women . 

.: /, 
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Women fro m  every part of the 
movemen t ,  and women who would 
have no part of the movemen t ,  came 
together around this issue . Pol it ical 
d ifferences , both in theory and prac­
t ice,  were set as ide as pornography 
was ass igned a privileged position in 
the d is co urse on women's oi:;p ression. 
At least pub licly, the link was unques­
t ioned . Pornography caused v io lence 
against \\Omen, it was violence against 
wo men . Pornography made women 
victims, for it depicted women as 
subj ec t to men's sexua l  lusts . The 
very existence o f  42nd Street was 
an assault on women . All those pic­
tures , fi lms, advert isements degraded 
·and therefore v io lated women . 

A vast sea o f  femin ist so lidarity 
swelled aro und the issue of pornogra­
phy. To move against the wave fe lt 
truly threatening . Altho ugh a fe w 
vo ices addressed contrad ict ions in 
the anti-porn analysis ,  no d issenting 
movement developed . Crit ic ism was 
kept to a min imum . It is one thing 
t o  disagree with a gro up  you are 
fight ing against ,  but ser io us  d is rord 
within your own movemen t  is p ro -
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blemat ic . We seem to fear that femi­
nist solidar ity, so precious to us all, 
wil l  not survive any rigorous criticism. 

Yet m any women, under their 
breath, confided that something was 
missing fro m  all  this dis cuss ion o f  
the production an d  consumpt ion o f  
sexually explicit material. I:bgmatism, 
moralizing , and censorial myst ifying 
tended to dominate the · an t i-porn 
campaign . What about enco uraging 
an honest d ialogue about our sexua l 
imag ination? 'Ire shifting of discourse 
.might have opened the f loodgates of 
m an y  pass ions . So much remains 
unsaid about o ur ero t ic ism, o ur fan­
tas ies , our sexual activities, our long­
ings for sat isfac tion. Olr pleasure, as 
it is const itut ed ins ide and out o f  
heterosexua l ity and patriarchy, never 
got center stage. Because this was a 
mov ement to chast ise men for their 
v ic es ,  women were not enco uraged 
to talk about their re lat ionship t o  
sexua l ity. 

But what d id we real ly feel under 
the ons laught o f  sexua l  imagery pro­
vided by the campaign? I remember 

,see ing a s l ide sho w with about 30 

.. . 

Photograpm from VIVA ( VoL 2, No. 9, .JIDle 1m> . ·  
and from a private collection (source: Vasta Images/ Books) 

· images o f  predominantly heterosexual 
co 1..ples engaged in intercourse ( genital 
and anal) , bondage, and sadomaso­
chism. There were shots of individual 
women , bound and gagged, pictures 
o f  fe male dominatr ixes , assorted 
album covers, posters, clothing adver­
t isements, as well  as a handfu l o f  
very j arring images o f  self-mutilation 
and the no w-in famous Hustler pintos 
o f  women arrang ed as food on a 
platter or put through a meat grinder. 

Despite the lec turer' s claim that 
all reac tions to the s lides were en­
co uraged, each slide was interpreted 
to reveal its inplicit pernicious mean­
ing . One vie wer, for example, asked 
why the photo o f  a young g irl about 
to have anal intercourse was described 
as " the vio lent rape of a chi ld ."  'Ire 
reply was that she was obv ious ly 
under age, so at the least it was 
statut ory rape . The lecturer added 
that anal intercourse was "very pain­
fu l;" therefore it was unl ikely that 
this " tiny young g irl" co uld have 
been anything other than brutally 
injured. I thought this reply indicated 
certain b iases about pain and pleasure 

and preferred positions. Yet the most 
important misunderstanding was that 
a mere representat ion was spoken of 
as a real ity-- as an ac tual event re­
corded by some Candid Camera . The 
multiplicity o f  issues aro und gender, 
po wer, and sexuality embedded in 
each slide was disregarded; only one 
way of seeing was acceptable.  Our 
"v isual guide" invariably revealed the 
real or implied v io lence of the slide. 
All images of women were suspec t .  

I n  one department store· ad for 
g irls' shirts the seductive looks of the 
chi ld mode ls were o ffered as proof 
positive that the evil  inf luence of  
pornography had fi ltered do wn to 
the truly mass med ia and was spread­
ing like a contag io us  plague through 
even the most mundane things.  Such 
photos, not unl ike ones we co uld all 
find in family scrapbooks of ourselves 
as preteens , were indic ted as encou­
ragement to incest . No one thought 
it strange that these ads,  d irected 
primarily at women consumers, d id 
not incite these women's lust for 
the ir sons , daughters,  and other 
women . 

Page 1 7  
To d is co urage an d  deny the charge 

that the campaign was ant i-sex, ero­
t ica was he ld up as the only sexually 
explicit material that did not represent 
vio lence or cause it. "Erotica" became 
the code word for st imulat ion SR>ro­
priate to a feminist cons cious ness, 
while "pornography" was def ined as 
exc lus ively male and therefore "na­
turally'' devoid of distinctions between 
se x and v io lence . The inplications of 
this neat dichotomizat ion and sex­
typing of  des ire ref lec t ,  unchang ed ,  
the Victorian ideo logy o f  innate 
d ifferences in the nature o f  male 
and fe male libido and fantasy . Men , 
we are to presume, because o f  the ir 
"excess ive" drive, prefer the hard 
edge o f  pornography. Women ,  less 
driven by the " beast ," find erot ica 
j ust their cup of tea .  

Given this m ap  o f  the sexua l 
world, it was most distressing that 
during the slide sho w no erot ica was 
ever p resented, leaving the inpression 
that erot ica itse lf is very rare, or 
so mundane that we can trust our 
memor ies to recall  its charge . This 
category o f  images, absent and there­
fore mut e ,  was cons idered essentially 
unprob lemat ic . It was good, healthy 
se xual  imagery-- the standard against 
which pornography and perhaps our 
own sexua l lives were to be j udg ed .  
The subj ect ivity invo lved in dividing 
explicitly sexua l  material into hard­
core, so ft -core , and erotic was never 
challenged by the aud ience . 

What is def ined as pornography 
and what is def ined as erot ica no 
doubt depends on personal  taste, 
moral boundaries , sexual preferences, 
cultural and class biases. 1rese defi­
nit ions have contracted and expanded 
over t ime; advocates of one or the 
other form of imagery have s witched 
camps or staunchly defended the ir 
o wn .  Just as normat ive att itudes 
about sexual behavior,  masculinity 
and femininity, and the social relations 
bet ween the sexes have shifted, so 
have att itudes about sexually explicit 
material.  There are no universa l,  
unchang ing cr iteria for dra wing the 
line bet ween acceptable and unaccep­
table sexua l  images . As feminists, we 
might question the very impu lse to 
make such a r igid separation, to let 
a smal l gro up  o f  women d ictate the 
bo undaries of our moral ity and our 
pleasure . 

No dis cussion inmediately followed 
the slide sho w. Divided into gro ups , 
we walked do wn 42nd Street, entering 
the shops and arcades where f i lms, 
magazines , and live se x sho ws are 
off ered to the male public . For the 
price of a subway ride, I could actu­
ally watch for a fe w minut es ,  in my 
own private booth, the act that for 
all  my years in the nuclear family 
was cons idered d irty, disgusting, and 
therefore taboo . If pornography is 
propaganda, and I do believe that it 
is , it is not pro mot ing the vio lat ion 
an d  degradat ion of women, but tradi­
t ional heterosexual intercourse and 
gender re lat ions . ( Perhaps they over­
lap, but that is another st ory.)  What 
is miss ing is ro mance, shared social 
status ,  worries about contracept ion 
and shame . The short f i lm I sa w was 
not about love, but it was undeniably 
about sex .  

I was grateful for this OQX>rtunity 
to demystify a territory that had been 
off - limits to me as a woman . I fe lt 
rel ieved abo ut the dang ers of porno­
graphy, s ince I had vie wed litt le 
violence and a lot of consensual sex. 
Ho wever, I was more curious than 
ever about the meaning and function 
o f  such a zone ded icat ed to so litary 

Continued on next page 
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Pornography and Pleasure 
sexua l st imulat ion and voyeurist ic 
fantasies . The secrecy surrounding 
sexua l  ac t ivity had been, for me, the 
price all  women paid for femininity. 
We were not to speak of our desires, 
only ans wer "yes" or "no ." The tour 
evoked complex react ions , includ ing  
en vy, fear, and sexual  arousal.  The 
social and psychic repress ion o f  my 
female des ire was giving way, ever 
so slight ly, under the barrage o f  
se xual imagery. I was a fas cinated 
tour�n an exot ic , erotic,  and for­
bidden land. 

The tour and slide sho w raised 
many quest ions for me . What is the 
underlying appea l  of pornogr�phy? 
And what does the vo lume of bminess 
done on 42nd Street say about sexual 
re lations ?  What can pornography tell 
us about the nature of des ire and 
its re lat ion to fantasy? Is pornography 
rea lly an y  more dangerous to women 
than fashion magazines , t e levis ion 
commercials ,  and cinema? Otherness 
in the guise of domestic purity and 
mindless subm iss ion seems more per­
nicious than Otherness in the guise 
of sexua l ac tivity. Ho w, I wondered, 
can we beg in to measure the effects 
of obj ec tificat ion in pornography 
when the Otherness as cr ibed to us 
at birth because we are not male 
already labels us as socially inferior? 
Such an ancient Otherness leaves little 
room for an y avo wal o f  our subj ec ­
t ivity. Moreover, reality and repre­
sentat ion of  reality are not the same. 
o6j ectificat ion may be a function of 
representat ion . All the actors ( male 
and female) in pornography are ob­
j ectified . The y do not speak.  They 
are not indiv iduals.  The y have no 
depth, no contours . They are the 
ritual performers of the culture's 
sexual  parad igms .  They are not the 
real,  but a co mmentary on the real .  

What I fe lt after the tour and 
slide sho w was the need for discmsion 
o f  our many contrad ictory react ions 
to what we had seen . Yet the l ines 
had already been dra wn bet ween bad 
and good sex, brain washed fantas ies 
and uncontam inated des ires , danger 
and purity. The excitemen t  of the 
unkno wn ,  the del ight and terror at 
see ing so much ac t ive f lesh ( male 
and fe male) , was never aclmowleclged. 
Like Mom and Dad , the tour leaders 
responded exclusively to our reactions 
of d isgust . Our worst ado les cent 
fantas ies ( or our best) were true . 
" The y" will  do an ything to g et it, to 
have it, t o  use us . To see pornogra­
phy as a safet y valve for the aggres­
sive sexuality o f  men was mistaken. 
Pornography " really'' acts to disinhibit 
male vio lence . If it is not done away 
with, we wil l  see an increase in 
rape, battery, and chi ld molestation. 
This final volley o f  doomsday predic­
t ion was not easy to recover from.  
To disagree was to be aligned with 
the brain washed or the naive . 

I am conv inced that the c urrent 
&nt i-porn campaign holds significant 
dang ers for feminists interested in 
developing an analys is of v io lence 
against women and extend ing an 
analysis of female sexua l ity. The 
provocat ive claims o f  the campaign 
create an enormous obstac le in the 
form of moral righteousness; they 
feed the old and voracious anx iet y 
we experience when confronted with 
sexua l  imagery. Even more inportant, 
the campaign has chosen to organize 

and theor ize around our victimization, 
our Otherness, not our subj ec t iv ity 
and se lf-definition . In focussing on 
what male pornography has done to 
us , rather than on o ur o wn  sexua l 
des ires , we tend to embrace our 
sexually deprived condition and begin 
to police the borders o f  the douple 
standard that has been used effective­
ly t o  silence us .  It is not in the 
interests of feminism to c irc umvent 
the vast area of sexua l  repression . 
And pornography is primarily about 
sexua l ity. It is important to wrench 
this gro und out f rom under the bar­
rage o f  moralizing so that we can 
understand the social  construction of 
all our ideas about our own and 
male sexua l ity. While i.t is equal ly 
important to understand the c ultural 
determinants of v io lence against 
women, I wou ld sugges t  that these 
tasks remain separate for the moment. 

I have serious reservat ions about 
certain tendencies within the anti-porn 
movement . Are we seeking to protect 
the ideal of Womanhood by claiming 
some natura l female superior ity in 
the realm of morality and decency? 
And don' t we ignore the sexua l so­
cializat ion of both men and women 
in assert ing that men "by nature" 
prefer this and women that? What 
about the subvers ive elements in 
pornography, which m ight he lp femi­
nists to understand the conditions 
under which all sexua l  behavior is 

Continued 
negot iated in a sex ist societ y? I f  
women are humil iated b y  pornography 
and feel degraded watching women get 
pleasure, then we might pause to 
ask if women are humil iated by real, 
everyday heterosexua l ity and its 
demands . Po wer re lations play an 
important ro le in o ur ac tual se xual 
lives . Can we rea l ly expect the realm 
o f  fantasy to be f ree o f  the residues 
of that po wer struggle? 

As women, we have been brought 
up in a society where to be sexual in 
an active or "pro mis cuous" fashion is 
to transgress the rules for femininity. 
Not j ust the rules set up by men 
but the rules set and enforced by 
other women . We learned that men 
were the prince/ beasts an d  we were 
their expectant princesses/ martyrs, 
wait ing to be aroused by a kiss, 
lead ing to love an d  marriage and the 
prot ection of our vulnerable sexuality. 
The pursuit of se x threatens to make 
good girls bad, so we usually acc ept 
the cultural  standard o f  sexual mini­
malism • • •  few partners, fewer positions, 
less pleasure , and no chang ing o f  
preferenc e .  Nice g irls don' t ta lk 
about des iring sex .  We talk about 
what they did to us .  Women are 
allowed to be the obj ec ts of des ire , 
to attract attent ion . But we have 
tended to ref us e  the ro le of sexua l 
subj ect .  Being forward, pushy, seeking 
sex are not acceptable. Being passive, 
teasing to please are still  preferred 
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to  seizing our own pleasure . Porno­
graphy m ight be seen as cha lleng ing 
this protected and confining corner 
into which women' s  sexua l ity has 
been pushed, for it negates the sacra­
mental character of our sexual desires. 

Indeed, I am convinced that por­
nography, even in its p resent form, 
contains important messages for wo­
men . As Angela Carter suggests,  it 
does not t ie women's sexua l it y  to 
reproduction or t o  a domest icated 
coup le or exclus ively t o  men . It is 
true that this depiction is created 
by men, but perhaps it can encourage 
us to think of what our o wn  images 
and imaginings m ight be like . 

Televis ion, f i lm ,  an d  our mothers 
a l l  reinforce the notion that only bad 
g irls l ike sex .  If we rej ec t this good 
girl/ bad g irl d ist inction,  the split 
bet ween the mother and the woore , 
the tour guide and the topless dancer, 
we beg in to understand that neither 
has a better deal under patr iarchy. 
The comfortable separat ion bet ween 
femin ists, especially academic femi­
nists , and prost itutes, office workers, 
and other "explo ited women" crumbles 
when we rea l i ze the extent to which 
al l  our bod ies become commod ities , 
whether within or outside the nuclear 
family. In p lac ing the grat ification 
of men above our o wn ,  we pose abso­
lutely no dang er to male-do minated 
society. What I am sugg es t ing here 
is not a withdra wal fro m  se x, but an 
ac t ive pursuit  o f  our grat ificat ion , 
with a sense of responsibility, entitle­
ment ,  and enthus iasm. The good g irl/­
bad g irl d ist inction will  fai l  to ter­
ror ize us and contro l o ur access t o  
pleasure only if we set o ut  t o  destroy 
the double standard . 

Spec ifically, what we might take 
from male pornography is a vision of 
the mutability of  sexua l  exper ience 
an d  a variet y of directions for sexual 
experimentat ion . Whatever its limita­
t ions , pornography does demyst ify a 
number of sexual practices that have 
been taboo for women . As voyeurs, 
we can partic ipate in ho mosexua l  
ac tivity, dominat ion, gro up sex, and 
masochist ic an d  sad ist ic orgies. With 
the clues we gather here about our 
own fantas ies , we can beg in to map 
out the zones of  cerebral and fleshly 
aro usal.  

Pornography also o ff ers women a 
multiplicity o f  vantage points for 
analyz ing the sexua l  parad igms that 
frame all  gender re lat ions and con­
strain our sexual interactions. Porno­
graphy implies that we could find all 
rac es , genders, ages , and shapes 
sexually interest ing, if onl y  in our 
minds . Compare this to the pinched 
reality of a l iberal ideo logy that 
snidely prods us to do our own thing 
against a backgro und of pol it ical 
repress ion . While pornography itse lf 
is not a critique o f  soc iety, its very 
ex istence in such a deeply anti-plea­
sure society speaks t o  an attempt to 
introduce a non-moral ist ic v ie w  o f  
sexua l  pract ice . Of course, pornogra­
phy is not a subst itute for sexua l  
p ract ice,  tho ugh it might be an addi­
t ion to it .  Even if wo men were to 
miraculo us ly take over this industry, 
we would only be able t o  change the 
content so that our masturbatory 
pleasure was cons idered . It would 
not g ive us permiss ion to act .  That 
permission can only co me when we 
accept that o ur des ires will not make 
us vict ims, that o ur sensual ity is not 
dang ero us to our we ll-being . This 
will inspire us at the same t ime that 
we work to restructure society to be 
more hospitable to our des ires . 

My point is that a stance o f  mor­
alizing about sexual imagery and, by 
implicat ion , practice gets us no closer 
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to def ining ho w  sexual ac t ivity an d  
fantasy fit  into o ur lives o r  o u r  · 

analyses of oppress ion . If we think 
that women can onl y  be the victims 
of sex, what strategies do we propose 
for taking contro l and altering this 
s ituation? Each heterosexually involved 
woman must ask herse lf if she will  
continue t o  refuse sexua l aut ono my 
and subj ectivity in the name of femi­
ninity. 

Perhaps it is premature to cal l  
for a truly rad ical feminist pornogra­
phy-erot ica . But to speak o f  o ur 
o wn  des ires and to organi ze for our 
o wn  and our collective sexual pleasure 
would be a beginning . We could open 
the debate about the nature or female 
sexual des ire . It is precise ly in the 
private,  secret,  and " shameful" realm 
of our own sexua l it y  that we have 
feared to take respons ibility for 
being subj ects . We easily talk about 
denying men pornographic pleasure , 
but this does not bring us closer t o  
gaining our o wn .  

The training we received as girls 
encouraged us t o  renounc e  acting on 
our o wn  beha lf and for o ur o wn  
pleasure . Our o wn  sexual des ires 
threatened Mom and Dad, and they 
told us ho w dang ero us  sex was, espe­
cially curiosity or exper imentat ion . 
They warned us abo ut men . The good 

Night out Continued 
empty glasses , seemingly oblivious to 
o ur state o f  undres s .  Then as he 
passes by us , without s lo wing a step, 
or bothering to look at us more 
than in pass ing , he dra wls neutrally, 
" Ya do this everywhere ya go?" But 
he doesn' t wait around for an answer. 

With our c:ira.ined bottles left behind 
us ,  we grab our c lothes,  get dressed 
and leave . What e lse is there to do? 
The cro wd of gawkers splits as we 
walk through the door, keeping their 
d istance as if they' re afraid that at 
any instant we' ll tear off our clothes 
again! 

Bac k at home, warm and co zy 
under our covers, Cheryl an d  I share 
a l itt le extra ardour in our lovemak­
ing . Afterwards, I wonder to myse lf, 
" But what' ll  we do for fun tomorrow 
night ?" 

Porn biz Continued 
The poor are people, not an excuse 

for others to feel powerful. My desire 
was to se lf-empo wer my " cl ients" by 
rais ing the ir se lf-esteem, so that 
the y co uld advocate for themse lves. 
My supervisor' s go al was t o  set up a 
comfortable environment  where she 
co uld employ family and friends re­
gardless of skill,  while taking control 
over those too he lpless to fight back. 
Rather than be f i red for such evil 
ac t ivities as wearing red l ipst ic k, 
trench perfume, and a t wo-inch high 
c irc le-A on my j ac ket ( Green Party 
symbo ls were acc eptable, though), or 
for want ing to do a good j ob at my 
tasks ,  I res igned . Rather than lose 
all  hope of ever gaining custody o f  
m y  chi ld, I returned t o  m y  no w con­
trite husband.  

I have no sex life at present . I 
can' t do porno o f  any sort--bes ides 
being too heavy to be naked for 
money, an y such act ivities could 
j eopard ize my poss ibilities of getting 
custody of my l itt le g irl .  And I can't 
get interested in someone who ·de­
mands "his rights" when my baby 
lays crying . 

I have a j ob whic h  doesn' t pay 
m e  enough money t o  provide for 
both childcare and ho us ing, so I 
can1 t leave. I can onl y  contemplate 
affairs .  
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ones would protect us and the bad 
ones would explo it us .  No w we are 
hearing these same echoes in a femi­
nist campaign . Men are lustful and 
women are lov ing . The y are vio l en t  
and w e  are peaceful .  The y  like rough 
sex • • •  we don' t .  

Some feminists rej ect this classi­
ficat ion o f  genders which stresses 
natura l, immutable d ifferences . The 
essence of male sexuality is not barely 
repressed violence or insatiable bes­
tiality. Nor is female sexuality passive 
or characterized by efficiently sani­
t i zed long ings .  As we have co me to 
understand that women are made and 
not born, we must conclude that 

t�v-i1!1���-;,� 
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men too undergo a similar social 
construction . Mas culinity an d  femi­
ninity are social products that esta­
blish but do not revea l the true 
natures of these hierarchically op­
posed groups .  Are we ready to g ive 
up the eternal enemy and chal lenge 
our femini zat ion, which leaves us 
mut e about our des ires for p leasure, 
and so many other things? Once we 
take our eyes o ff them and renounce 
our obsess ive concern with their 
thoughts, fee lings, and actions , we 
can move f ro m  blaming to assessing 
our vision for chang e .  

I t  is t ime to organize o ur  pleasure 
as well as our protect ion , t o  us e 
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pornographic images t o  raise con­
s ciousness about o ur des ires and our 
fe&.rs . If we can s witch our foc us . 
from men's pleasure to our own, 
then we have the potential of creating 
the d is co urse that will  cha llenge the 
values of  "good g irls" ( non-sexual 
women)  and explore the br idge that 
connects and d ivides express ion and 
repress ion . If we could imagine oper­
at ing without all  the internal and 
external cons traints society has im­
posed on us ,  feminists might create 
a truly rad ica l  pornography that 
spoke of female des ire as we are 
beginning to kno w it and as we would 
like to see it acted out . 

ANARCHY & RELIGION 
-the dialogue continues 

'Die letters which fol.low conclude 
a discussion which began in Anarchy 
115. 'Die relation of anarclJ1' to reli­
gion bas been disputed for as long 
as the anarchist movement lms exist­
ed. Michael Bskunhl's pyroteclnic de­
mmciations of God and religion in 
the last cenbry were nearly contem­
porary with Leo Tolstoy's anarchic 
Dlristianity. 'Die often 1Dlconpro­
mising atheism of the Spanish anar­
chist revolutionaries ( who  had to 
face all the pressures of a Cath>lic 
state religion allied with the � 
fascists) can be contrasted with 
some of the more religious of the 
U. S. pacifist anarchists like Ammon 
Hennocy, and lbrothy Day with her 
Catholic Worker Movement. 

Nonetheless, it cannot he denied 
that historJcally the religious strands 
of thought and action which have 
sought to penetrate the anarchist 
movement have always and nearly 
everywhere been in the minority 
when they haven't siq>ly been non­
existent. And to this day it would 
seem fairly obvious that most anar­
chists worldwide remain atheists, 
with many . still claiming, as did 
Fred Wood worth in his opening 
essay, that a very special re1atJonsb4> 
exists between atheism and anarchy. 

Yet, as .Jay Kinney atteopted to 
indicate in his � which fol.lowed, 
there is a very real sense in which 
many of the struggles between a� 
ism and religion seem to resemble 
the skirmishes of two lumbering 
battleships squared off with their 
big guns firing, but for some reason 
always missing any of their most 
vital targets. 'lbere is a real sense 
in which all the usual arguments 

made from both sides of the divide 
have only proved their inpotence, 
if not their irrelevance. For too 
long the religion-vs.-atbeism debate 
bas been stuck in a nearly frozen 
embrace of mutually ineffectual 
critique, each side trying to knock 
over the other's illusions while at 
the same time desperately trying to 
preserve its own behind defenses of 
dogma, narrow-mindedness and fear 
of the unknown. 

It's time we moved beyond such 
bankrupt posturing. It's time we 
embarked on our own voyages of 
genuine self-reflection and self­
discovery in order to at last find 
what lies over the horizons which 
have been too long concealed by 
these mutual evasions. For just as 
the •eo1d war• between .Democratic 

Fourth letter 
Dear J a y, 

I ho pe the enc l osed a r t i c l e  tha t I 
wrote f o r  Str ike! makes sense to yo u .  
As a l wa y s  I f i n d  tha t a t t e mpt i ng t o  
dea l w i th comp l ex su bj ec ts i n  a sho r t  
spa c e  w i th an y a d e quac y i s  ne a r l y  
i mposs i b l e, b ut e v en  a t  this short l ength 
I ha v e  my d o u b ts that Str l kel w l l  1 
pub l ish i t .  

I re a l l y d o  ha v e  tro ub l e  w i th y o u r  
d i st i n c t  ion  bet w e e n  " po l  le  i n g  other 
peo p l e' s  m i nds" a n d  c r i t i c i sm tha t is  
w i th i n  ac c epta b l e  bounds,  Where do 
y o u  dra w the I ine?  W ha t  are your  c r i­
te r i a? T h i s  w h:J i e  a rg ument of  y o u rs 
worr i es m e .  I can' t dec i de w tether you 
are more upse t  about ( 1 )  poss ibly  l"av ing 
ha d y o u r  o wn pos i t ion  g ro uped w i th 
more v u l g a r  re l ig i o us pos i t ions a n d  
t r e a t e d  w i th s i m i l a r  a b use b y  athe i sts, 

Capitalism• and •Marxist Sociali81n/­
Comm1Dlism• serves to collusively 
hide the real struggles between 
authority and anarch,y, the hui>ering 
religious and atheist orthodoxies 
hide the genuine struggles between 
frozen, reified, Ideological thought 
and our iq>ulses to live freely and 
fully. 

For those with the curiosity and 
courage to explore this new terrain 
the rewards are potentially imnense. 
For those too afraid to step out 
from behind their dogmatic defenses 
and bJt>enetrable evasions of com­
m1Dlication, the arguments within 
will remain only mis1Dlderstood 
threats to business as usual. Readers 
are invited to continue this dialogue 
in the letters columns of our up­
coming issues. 

to Jay Kinney 
resu l t i n g  in a rebo und def ense o f  a l l  
re l ig ious v iews as be ing beyond cr it ic ism.' -
or C 4 l  the o ft e n  b i t i n g ,  sa t i r i ca l ,  a n d  
e v e n  nasty  at t a c  k s  on r e  I i g  ion that are 
p ro d uced occa s i o n a l l y, and a resu l t ing 
p re f e re n c e  on y o u r  pa rt  f or po l i te ,  
ca I m & r a t  iona I e r  i t  l e  i sm, or  ( 3 )  the 

n e g a t i v i ty, i tse l f, i n vo l v ed in any cr i­
t i c i sm, w he the r o f  re l ig i o us v i e ws, 
po l i t ic a l v i e ws, etc ,. or [If]  the tendency 
of some a t he i sts to i n va l i d a t e  peopl e' s  
exper iences the mse I v es, rather than 
the I r  Interpretations of those exper iences 
w h i c h  i n vo I v e  re l ig i o us ca t e go r i es ,  (5) 
or the i n va i i da t i o n  of re l ig i o us Inter­
pretat ions o f  e x pe r i ence [ which is wl"at 
I I ike to do), or ( 6 ) the arg umen t tha t  
a t he i sm i s  a coro l l a r y  o f  an a rchism [ or 
v i c e  versa)  an d the resu l t ing tendenc ies 

Continued on next page 
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Fourth letter to J ay 
Continued 

to wr i te off a l l  re l ig ious be l iefs w i thout 
cons i derat ion f or the i r  poss ib le  d iffer­
ences, or e t c .  

Whatever your ac tua l po int.  I th ink 
that your arg ument i s  so amb iguous and 
broad I n  i ts c ov e r a g e  as t o  be Inde­
f ens i b l e .  It  wo u l d  be one th i ng to cri­
t i c i ze some athe i sts f or the ir  dogmat ic 
mater i a  I ist atta c ks on re l ig ion, or IDTIB 
a t he i sts w h:J  a l i en a t e  re l ig io us  peop l e  
b y  attac k ing them rather than ta l k in g  
to them, etc .  I t  i s  qu i te ano t he r  to, as 
it appears to me y o u  are do Ing,  t a r  a l  I 
c r i t ic i sm o f  re l ig io n w i th t he sa me 
b r ush. I t  wo u l d  be  one th ing  to po i n t  
o ut w he t  y o u  t h i n k  i s  a spec i f ic a b use 
a n d  ca:ff i t  an e qu i v a l en t  o f  "po l i c i ng 
peop l e' s  m in d s; • i t  is another to use 
that phrase to cr i t ic i z e  a l l athe i st s  

Second letter 
Dear Lev, 

Th i s  i s  my t h i rd attempt at  th i s  
l etter over the l ast wee k or  so . I ' v e  
been try ing t o  f i g ure o ut w hy  I ' ve 
b een ha v ing su c h  a d i ff i c u l t  t i me w i th 
th i s  response, a n d  no w I be l i e v e  I ' ve 
g o t  an i de a . I t h i n k  t h i s  i de a  may a l so  
a c c o unt f or muc h o f  the d ista n c e  be­
t ween our t wo pos i t i o ns, an d may a l so 
i n d icate why i t  i s  u n i  i k e l y  tha t we' 1 1  
ever re a c h  a m ut ua l  v i e wp o i n t  tha t i s  
tota l l y sat i sf a c tory to  both o f  us . 

I n  sho rt he re seems to be the he a r t  
o f  the p ro b l em: Acc o r d ing to my per­
cept ion of your v i e wpo int (and I recog­
n i ze the r i sk o f  put t i ng words in y o u r  
mo uth) , y o u  ta ke the v a  I i d  i ty  o f  the 
a n a rc h i st or I iberta r i an c r i t i q u e  as a 
g iven upon w hi c h  the rest o f  y o u r  
a rg uments a r e  b u i l t .  Th i s  cr i t i q u e  i n­
c l udes a n umb e r  o f  concepts and va l ues 
w hi c h  are  more or I ess cons i dere d to 
be a pr ior i such as the i n heren t l y  o p­
p re s s i v e  n a t u re o f  t he S t a t e  or H ierar­
c hy,  the rea l m  of human act iv i t i es be i ng 
the ca use and c u re o f  a l i en a t i o n ,  the 
v a l ue of L i berty ho l d ing a sup re m e  
pos i t i o n  i n  the rea l m  o f  human v a l u es, 
the su f f i c i en c y  of reason and s c i e n c e  
f or app re hen d ing the n a t u re o f  the 
Un i v erse and " re a l i ty." and the poss i­
b i l i t y  o f  a wor kab l e  wor l d w ide soc i ety 
e x ist ing w i tho ut borders, l eaders, wage­
l abor, or the use of coerc i v e  f orc e .  

Acc o r d ing l y, your cr it ique o f  re l ig ion 
as I unde rstand it  eva l uates re l ig ion ac­
cord ing to these sta ndards and assump­
t i o ns,  go i n g  so fa r as to see re I ig io us 
onto l og y  as one o f  t he p r i mary ca uses 
of human a l i en a t i o n  through:Jut h istory. 

Ho wever, my sta rt ing assumpt i o ns 
a re qµ i tei d iff e r e n t  and not surprising l y  
the y l ea d  me t o  d i ff e re n t  conc l us ions. 
For sta rters. I c o ns i der  reason a n d  
sc i en c e  to be insu f f i c i en t  f or app re ­
hend ing the Un iverse and rea l ity . I th ink 
that both the Un i v e rse and rea I ity are 
too mu l t i fa c e t e d  an d eno rmous f or any 
ind iv i dua l to g rasp e i ther sensuous ly 
or theoret ica l ly .  Ho wever, I th i nk that 
s c i ence and reason are worth w h i l e  
too l s  w i th w h i c h  to app ro a c h  mat ters  
w i th i n  certa i n  I i m i ts .  To go beyond 

t ho se I im i ts re qu i res non r a t  i o n a  I an d 
i nt u i t i v e  means w hi c h  may not l en d  
themse Ives to ord inary sc ient i f  i c  system-

i z a t  ion . Accord ing l y, I be l i eve that a l l 
ra t i o n a l d iscuss ions abo ut ont o l o g y  
suc h  as  t h i s  one a r e  by def i n i t i on i na­
dequate . 

Nex t, w hi l e  I g ra n t  that much a l ien­
at i o n  may stem f ro m, and be so l v ab l e  
w i th i n.  the rea l m  o f  human ac t i v i t i es ,  
I neverthe l ess  be l i e v e  tha t a certa i n  
a l i en a t ion  i s  i n he r e n t  i n  any ind iv idua l 
ego- i dent i f i ed h..Jman be ing' s  re l at ionship 
to the rest o f  the war I d  aro und them, 
and tha t the atte mpt to  e l im inate  t h i s  
a l i en a t i o n ,  by  p o l i t i c a l  means o r  other­
w i se . w h i l e  st i l l  p re serv ing the sup re ­
mac y o f  the e g o ,  i s  an e x erc i se i n  
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w i th a c ha rg e  tha t cannot be re f u t e d  
beca use o f  I ts amb i g u i ty .  

I hope th i s  art i c l e  does m a k e  m y  
arg ument ( tha t a l l re l ig ious dua l i!rn  in­
vo l v es re i f i c a t ion,  an d is  t hus incom­
pat i b l e  w i th the c lear & cr it ica l th:Jught 
nec essary to create an anarchist soc iety) 
c l eare r .  One of these days w he n  I 
ha v e  t ime, I ' l l  have to wr i te a much 
l ong er p i ec e  on th i s  subj ec t .  I think It  
s an e x tre me l y  I mporta n t  area for 
a n a rc h i st s  t o  understa nd a n d  wor k on . 
I f  the concept of re i f i ca t lon and an 
understa n d ing of i ts ub i qu i tous presence 
in contemporary th ink ing were genuine l y  
k no wn a n d  w idespre a d, I th i n k  tha t 
ha l f  the ba tt l e  to ward cre a t i ng a sane 
wor l d  wo u l d  be won . We i I, maybe a 
qua r te r  o f  the ba t t l e? . . .  ! 

. . .  I l o o k  f or ward to he a r i ng f ro m  
y o u  a g a i n .  

T a k e  ca re . . .  & smash rea l i t y l  
Lev Che r n y  i 

to Lev Chernyi 
fut  i I i t y .  

I v i e w  L iberty  ( or Fre e d o m) a s  a n  
i mpor tant  v a l ue, b ut one tha t n e e ds to 
be ba l an c e d  a g a i nst  o t her  v a l ues such 
as J ust  i c e  an d Merc y tha t  are a l so 
i mpor t a n t . Moreover, I think a def i n i t ion 
o f  L i berty  tha t i de n t i f i es i t  w i th a 
sta te o f  e x istence w t-e re one is f re e  
o f  an y e f f e c t  or restr ict ion p l aced �on 
one by others is a m is l ea d ing myth.  
N o  su c h  state o f  f re e d o m  ex i sts,  hes 
e x i sted,  or ever w i 1 1 .  Ex i stence as I 
se e I t  en ta i I s  the inev itab l e  over l appi ng 
and reverberat ion of d i ff erent conf l ictirg 
a c t i o n s ,  t a s t e s ,  v i e wp o i n t s  a n d  
or i entat ions. Freedom w ith in th is context 
re c og n i z es th i s  and means tha t the 
max imum ef f ort  ha s been made to al l o w  
suc h  d l f f  erences t o  c o e x i st . 

I rec og n i z e w i th i n  the Sta te a n d  
most i nst ltut iona l ized h ierarchies a bas i c  
te n d e n c y  t o wards opp ress i o n ,  i . e .  a 
do m in a t i o n  o f  the many by the few, an d  
a n  unj ust c o n c e n t ra t i o n  o f  po wer w ith 
tho se f e w . However, I ' m  wary of sett ing 
up the Sta te or H i e ra r c hy as quas i­
metaphys i c e  I c a t e go r i es w hi c h  are in­
v ar i ab l y  sy no n y mo us  w i th ev i l .  G iv en 
the c o mp l ex ity o f  the present wor l d  
I ' m  sk ept i c a l o f  the poss ib i l i ty  o f  a 
f re e  internet  i o n a  I soc i a l  order work ing 
w i tho ut at l east  a certa i n  l eve l o f  
org an i z at ion  and e v en certa i n  agreed 
upon " l a ws . "  Whe t he r  su c h  o rgan i zat ion 
wo u l d  be ab l e  to b e  l ab e l ed a " Sta t e "  
i s  an open quest i o n  t o  me, a n d  I ha v e  
p ro b l ems w i th s i mp l ist i c  not i ons o f  
" Smash the Sta t e "  tha t f orever d e f e r  
tac k  I i n g  th i s  quest i o n  o f  j ust  w he t  l a  
a workab l e  f re e  soc i a l  ord e r . 

S im i l a r l y, whi l e  I oppose author i ty 
ba sed on force or dec e i t, I do no t 
th i n k  tha t  every s i ng l e i nsta n c e  o f  
h i erarc hy i s  necessa r i ly ba d .  I n  fact, i t  
see ms t o  me tha t i n  matte rs o f  capa­
b i l lty or e x pe r ience a c e r ts in n a t u re I 
strat i f i cat ion occurs wt-ether intent iona l 
or not .  For i nsta n c e ,  I t h i n k  that there 
was a certa i n  t r ut h  a n d  v a l ue i n  the 
g u i l d  h i er a r c hy of app re n t i c e /j ourney­
man/ mast e r .  S uc h  h i erarc h i es, if one is 

to g ra n t  them the i r  due an d r i g ht to 
e x  lstence, shoulcn' t  involve the va l uat ion 
as I n f e r i o r  o f  tho se l ess expe r i en c e d  
no r make them s l a v es to those more 
exper i en c e d . I a l so f ind It  worth cons i­
d e r i ng that the wor l d' s  esot e r i c  trad i­
t ions ha ve trad i t iona l l y t a u g ht tha t 
there ls a h i erarchy o f  cons c i o usness . 
Wr i ters such as Ken W i lber (see enc l osed 
a r t i c l e, " Of Shado ws and Symbo l s:  Phy­
s i c s  and Myst i c i sm" ) make w he t  I f i nd 
t o  be a conv inc I ng arg ument f or th i s  
" h i er a rc hy . "  

S o  y o u  can see that my v iews d iverg e 
at a lmost every step f ro m  those w h i c h  
I assoc l at e  w i th sta n d ard an a rc h i sm .  
T h i s  i s  w hy  I fe l t  more a t  ease w i th 
the l ab e l " l i be r t a r i an soc i a l ist" in  o ur 
k i tc he n  d is c uss ion in Co i umb l a ,  though 
I f i nd an y s t oc k  l abe l to be inadequate. 

G i ven a l l of the above,  w hy  have I 
even bothered to e n g a g e  i n  the debate 
w i th Fred and y o u? I n  pa r t  beca use I 
assume tha t the I lberta r i an p roj ec t i s  
n o t  the so l e  possess ion  o f  doctr i n a i re 
a n a rc h i sts  a n d  I ibertar i ans b ut has 
v a l ue f or a l l  o f  us wh:J w i sh t o  c hange 
soc i et y  in  the d i rec t ion of  greater  
f re e d o m  a n d  j ust i c e .  I t  I s  a l so my as­
su mpt i o n  that  su c h  c ha n g es c a n  on I y 
occ ur thro ugh the cooperat ion o f  peopl e  
w h:I  sha re a m i n imum set o f  g o a l s  a n d  
v a l ues . I t  ha s bee n m y  c o n t e n t ion that 
re l i g i o us b e l i e f s  and sp i r i t u a l  or ienta­
t i o ns ( or d isbe I iefs and nonor ientat ions) 
sho u l d  be  o uts i de o f  th i s  m in i mum 
ba s i s o f  a g re e m en t .  Rather,  the ba s i s 
o f  a g ree ment sho u l d  conc e n t r a t e  p r i ­
mar i l y  o n  po l it ica l  and economic matters. 
I n  other words, a n y  I iberta r l an mov e­
ment w i th an i n t e rest i n  g ro wth a n d  
ef f ec t i veness, sho u l d  be i nc l us iv e  re­
g a rd ing pot ent i a l  a l  I ies, not exc l us ive.  

I ' ve not rep I i e d  at  l en g th to your  
spec i f i c c o mments on sa c re d / p ro f a n e  
on t o l o g y, e t c . bec a use g iven  yotr def i­
n i t ions and assumpt lons-- su c h  as t h a t  
" G o d "  or " the sac red " a r e  ( pe r n i c i o us )  
a b strac t io ns-- the y s e e m  to f o l  l o w  l o­
g ica  I l y .  On the other ha n d ,  i f  o n e  
m a i n t a i ns a s  do I that those l abe l s_ [ such 
as "God " ) .  w h i l e  i n e v i ta b l y  i n a d e quate 
a n d  m i s l ea d ing do re f er to somet h i ng 
rea l ,  a n d  tha t there is some v a l ue in 
e x a m i n i ng and even us i ng the re l ig ioU!I 
sy mbo l s  w h i c h  ha v e  come do wn to us 
thro ugh t he c e nt u r i es ,  then we' re back 
t o  ba se one w h i c h  i s  the i n d iv i d ua l ' s  
r i g ht t o  h i s  or her o wn weltara:hauLwlQ. 

I w i l l  d e f e n d  th i s  r ig ht bo t h  a g a i ns t  
an y re l ig io us inst i tut ion that wou l d  try 
to e n f orce a mono I i th i c  wor l dv iew and 
a g a i nst  an y po l i t i c a l inst i tut i o n  o r  
the o r y  w h i c h  wou ld presume t o  encroac h  
on i t  ( mean i ng t h e  ind iv i d ua l ' s r i g ht ) ,  
e v en i n  the n a m e  o f  f re e d o m .  

I ho p e  tha t y o u  w i l l  sen d  me a 
c o py o f  an y f u rther respons e  yo u p l an 
to send to Str lkel-- perhaps bef ore you 
sen d  It t o  them-- so tha t  I can have the 
c ha n c e  to respond a l ong s i de I t  in the 
sa m e  i ssu e .  That e x c ha n g e  wo u l d  be,  I 
th i n k, the f i n a l one in th i s  " d e b a t e "  
beca use I th i n k  we' ve reacl"ed t he  po int 
w t-e re we' l l  e i the r ha ve to a g re e  to 
d i sa gree o r  r i sk go i n g  around in  c irc l es  
f ore v er .  

Best w ishes, 
J a y  K in n e y  

Fifth letter to jay Kinney 
Dear J a y ,  

J ust n o w  rec e i v ed your l et ter . . . .  I n 
read Ing  It I f ind it somewhat fasc i nat ing 
that we seem to sha re s i m i l ar perspec­
t iv es in so many wa ys. y et we don' t 
seem to be ab l e  to connec t  i n  o u r  
c o mmun i c a t ion around c e r t s  i n  c e n t ra I 
po i n  ts .  Ma ybe we' re both  mak Ing too 
many erroneo us assumpt i o ns abo ut t he  
other' s pe r spec t i ves, and i n  t u rn n o t  
ma k ing  t he  esse nt i a l  aspects o f  o u r  
o wn v i e ws c l ea r  enough? 

I o n l y  ha l f  recog n i z e myse l f  i n  
y o ur l i st o f  pos i t ions/ a t t i tudes tha t 
you use i n  your a t tempt to d es c r i b e  
my "v i e wpo i n t . "  I don' t be l i e v e  i n  a n y  

" a  pr i o r i "  concept s  or v a l u es, as y o u  
p u t  i t  i n  y o u r  l et te r .  But I c a n  und e r­
stand ho w  i t  m ig ht appear t hat I d o  
t o  someone u n f a m l l  i a r  w i th m y  arg u­
m e nts-- a t  l e ast I think I may u n d e r­
stand th i s .  

M y  pe rspec t i v e  o n  conc epts i s  en­
t i re l y  nom ina l 1st .  In  other wor d s  I 
t h i n k  that a 1 1  i d e as, w o rds,  G c o ncepts 
used by us humans a r e  j ust  that- ideas, 
w o rd s  & c o n c epts used by hU11an be ings 
t o  e x p ress the mse I v es .  too Is t o  "under­
s t a n d "  t he i r  pred ic aments, a n d  too l s  to 
c ha n g e  the m .  As s u c h. I don' t be I i e v e  
t hat any c oncepts have a n y  " a  pr i o r  1 •  
m e a n i ng s, v a l ues, or truth  [ or r e a l l t y  
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b e y o n d  t he i r  f u n c t i o ns as to o l s  f or 
th i n k ing and comm u n i c a t i o n ) . However. 
c o n c epts ( et c . )  do hav e  c er t a i n  l og ical  
connec t ions ( connec t ions d e t e r m i n e d  
b y  t he  r u l es o f  t he  l og i c- g ames b y  
w h i c h  peo p l e  a r e  ab l e  t o  reason .), words 
do hav e  c erta i n  d e f  in it i o ns t ha t  a r e  
m o r e  or l ess accepted by d i f f e r e n t  
g ro ups o f  peop l e  as the i r  usua l m e a n ­
i n g s, and I p re f e r  to u s e  word s  a n d  
c o n c epts a c c o rd i n g l y  whenever  poss i b l e  
to m a k e  my arg uments max ima l ly under­
s t a nd a b l e .  

My perspec t i v e  re g ard ing v a l u es i s  
some w ha t  ana l ogo us t o  m y  pos i t i o n  
re ga rd Ing concepts.  Peop l e  have inten­
t i o ns or v a l u es; va l ues hav e  no rea l ity 
beyond the i r  ind iv i d ua l  instances o f  
e x i s tence for intent iona l/va l u ing be ings. 
w t-e the r  these be i n g s  are amoe b a e ,  or 
b u re a u c r a ts, or pr i ests ( or " g ods." i f  
the re are any be i n g s  that ca n  be ca l l ed 
t hat) . 

Thus I f i nd myse l f  bo th  a g re e i n g  
a n d  p ro b a b l y  d isa g re e i ng w i th y o u r  
s t a teme nt that  r e ason and s c i e nce a re  
" i ns u f f i c i e nt f o r  appre hend ing tl"e uni­
v e r se and re a l i t y . "  I a g re e ,  c e r t a i n l y. 
b e c a use no system o f  i d e as w i l  I ev er 
be  a d e q u a t e  f or app rehend ing anythi ng 
c o mp l e t e l y .  G iv en t he n a t u re o f  w ha t  
the y are,  the y c a n  g I v e  us c e r ta i n  
f i n i te and rel at ive hand l es o n  t he  rea l ity 
we I I v e .  They can be more or l ess 
e f f ec t iv e  as  too ls  f or expressi on, or i en­
ta t i o n ,  or c ha n g e .  Bu t  the y a l l  w i l l  
have by t he i r v ery n ature certa i n  l im its 
w h i c h  we c a n  c u l t i v a t e  an a wareness 
of if  we w i sh, b ut wh ich w e  c a n n ot 
avo i d .  I n  o t her  wor d s  a l l  i d e a - sy stems 
c an have a h i g h  deg ree o f  v a l i d i t y  
w i th i n  c e r t a i n  we l I - de f i n ab l e  I im i ts .  
Out s i d e  o f  these I i m l ts t he y  usua l l y  
become p r i mar i l y  systems o f  ( se l f-)de- -
c apt ion.  

Some of the sc iences are very effec­
t iv e  t o o l s  f or he l p i n g  us u n d e rstand 
some of  the re l at i on s  bet we e n  ent it i es 
w h i c h  we c an succ essf u l l y  abstract o ut 
o f  the i r  n a t u ra l en v i ro n ment and man i­
pu l a te . S c i e n c es c an he l p  us exp ress 
our pass i o n s  f or kno w l edg e,  contro l ,  
etc , i n  c er t a i n  sphe res o f  o u r  exper­
i e nc e .  S c i en c e  c a n  he l p  us c ha n g e o u r  
w o r l d-- e l ec tr i f  icat i on, automob l l  l zat i on, 
& n u c l ea r  dest r uc t i o n  wo u l d  a l l be 
u n i i k e l y  w i tho ut tf-e idea-systems ca l l ed 
the sc i en c e s .  But sc i ence becomes non­
se nse when peop l e  ta k e  It to be ab l e  to 
g en e ra t e  a n y  k i n d  o f  a d equate concep­
t i o n  a bo ut t he n a ture o f  t he " rea l i t y "  
we I ive  e a c h da y .  S u c h  a b su rd  attempts 
at domest i c a t ing the rea l i t y  of human 
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e x pe r i e n c e  thro ugh use o f  pass i o n l ess. 
o n e-d imens i ona l cate gor ies are ana l ogous 
to a be I i e f  that a sate I I  i te Jiioto cou l d  
te l l  us a l l  we n e e d  t o  kno w abo ut t he  
e a r t h .  I t  m i g ht te l l  us certa i n  v e r y  
i mp or t a nt th ings a bo ut t he e a rth. b ut 
i t  hes v e r y  obv i o us I Im I ts a n d  cannot 
g i v e  us t he  w ho l e  " p i c t u re . •  

Ho wever. despi te our I ike l y  agreement 
c o nc e rn ing what I ' ve j ust sa i d. I p ro­
b a b l y  a l so d isagree w i th some of the 
imp l ! c a t i o ns you ma y be d ra w ing f rom 
t h i s  • insu f f i c i e n c y •  of reason and 
s c i e nc e-- tho ug h I may be m i sta k e n . 
The a t t i tu d e  you see m  to be express ing 
i n  your l e t ters and art i c l es not on l y  
i n d i c a tes a n  a wareness o f  some o f  the 
I i m l ts of re ason. b ut a l so a pp e a rs to 
m e  to den y the v a l i d i t y  of l og ic  and 
reason w i th i n  even the i r  proper sphere 
o f  ex i stence and v a  I id ity in tl"e d iscu&­
s ion of o n t o l og y. re I lg ion.  e t c . To me 
t h i s  i s  t he most d a n g e ro us aspect  o f  
your  perspec t i v e-- a n d  one w h i c h  c a n  
e as i l y  l ea d  y o u  on a s l i d e  do wn t he  
s l ipper y  s l ope o f  i rrat i ona l I sm  I f  you are 
n o t  very c a ref u l .  

The I mportant  l es son that sho u l d  be 
g a i ned f rom the rea l i z a t i on that reason 
has I im i ts is not that it sho u l d  be . 

emp l oy e d  w i th even g re a t e r  a wareness. 
p re c i s i o n  and an I mm ense respec t f or 
i t s  l im i ts as a too l .  I t  is this d i f ference 
in att i tude to ward ra t iona l lty that I 
t h i n k  I s  o u r  b i g g est and most f unda­
menta l d ivergen c e . But no w tha t I ' ve 
sa i d  t h i s. l e t  me g e t  back to your 
l etter  and a f t er exp l a in ing my responses 
to I t. I ' l l  return ag a i n to t h i s  quest i on 
o f  the use f u l ness a n d  proper sphe r e  o f  
r e ason . 

R e g a r d  I ng your " pe r c ept ion o f  [ my] 
v i e wpo i nt" :  I d o n' t " take t he v a l i d i t y  
o f  the a n a rc h i st o r  I i berta r ian c r i t ique 
as a g iven upon w h i c h  t he rest o f  
[ my ]  arg umen ts a r e  b u i l t . "  I n  fact. tl"e 
reverse Is c l oser  to t he t r uth-- m i n us 
a n y  "g I v ens . •  My a n a rc h i sm der I v es 
f rom my ph i l osophica l perspect ive [ which 
can be ca l l ed d ia l ect ica l  phenomeno l ogy] 
and f rom the most fundamenta l att itudes 
I t a ke to wards the wor l d  I e x pe r ienc e .  
My a t he i sm in  the sphere o f  ph i l osophy 
i s  der i v a t i v e  f ro m  my the o r y  of k no w­
l ed g e  and my res istance to any t ype 
of lnva l i d a t ion or  re i f l c a t i o n  of my 
most f undamenta l l eve l o f  exper i e nce. 
j us t  as my ana rc h i sm In the sphe re o f  
p o l  i t  l e a  I t i-Eary and pract ice i s  s im i l ar l y  
d e r i v ed . 

d i sc a rded w henev e r  I t  becomes i nc o n- I start  f rom o n l y  o n e  " g i ven.• one 
ven l ent.  but rather tha t It  must b e  " a p r i o r i •  p re m i se .  a n d  tha t I s  tha t my 

exper i ence I s  my o n l y  rea l i t y .  a n d  no­--� • th I ng outs I de o f  my exper lence can pos­
. · ; �.: :� -: "j s l b l y  be • rea l •  i n  a n y  mean i ng f u l  way 

· f or m e .  [ By expe r i en c e  I d e f i n i te ly do 
n ot mean • sense- d a ta.• b u t  r a t he r  t he  
sy nthes i s  o f  m y  subj ec t i v ity and my 
w o r l d  I n  my l i f e-proc ess: or  more ac­
c u ra t e l y. my subj ec t i v i t y  and my wor l d  
c a n  I n  rea l i t y  on l y  be abstracted o ut 
o f  the u n i ty o f  my e x per i e n c e  thro u g h  
m y  ref l ec t i o ns and ana l ys i s  o f  t hat 
e xper i e n c e . ]  By sa y ing tha t not h i ng 
o uts i d e  o f  my exper i e nc e  c an poss i b l y  
ha v e  any rea 1 l t y  for  me. I mean tha t 
I f  I hav e  no i nd i c a t ion, no h i nt,  no 
" ef f ec t "  to a t t r  lbute a "cause• to. etc •• 

t he n  there i s  n o t h i n g  there f o r  me . 
As a c o ro l l ary.  th i s  l mp l  l ea tha t  I f  

t he re I s  some k ind o f  hi nt. or ind i cat ion. 
or e f f e c t  w hich ind ica tes that something 
m a y  have an ex i stence [ potent ia l l y] for 
me be yond whet I a l re a d y  kno w _o f 
I t-- t hen t h i s  h i nt. I nd l e s t  Ion. or effect 
la the face o f  tha t poss i b l y  l a r g er 
phe nomenon w h i c h  I c a n  see f rom my 
l n a l i e n a b l e  perspect ive. And that pheno­
menon is thus a l ready w i th i n  my ex­
per i ence a n d  cannot be o n t o l og i c a l l y 
or m e t aphys i ca l l y  separa ted f rom i t .  
And fu rthe r .  tha t  th i.s l a rg er phenome-

non c a n  o n l y  have a spec u l a t ive,  o r  
l arg e l y  theo re t i c a l e x istence f or m e  
beyond my k no w l e d g e  o f  the p ropert ies 
o f the f a c e  tha t  I e x pe r i e n c e  d i rec t l y .  
I n  o t her w o rd s  I t  I s  l a rg e ly conceptua l. 
and as suc h  a I Im l te d  app ro x imat i o n .  
an abstrac t representat i on or proj ect ion, 
tha t must rema i n  subj ec t to re v i s i o n  
as n e w  e x p e r i ence i s  g a i n e d  and that 
must be subj ec t to ra t iona l and l og ica l  
e v a l u a t i o n .  

I t  I s  t r ue tha t I cons i de r  t h e  state 
and h i er a rc hy to  be i n herent l y  oi:.::i res­
s i v e  I n  a very i mpor tant sense-- I . e .  
the sta te a s  d escr i be d  b y  K ropot k i n  i s  
a n  I nst i tut i on whi c h  wo u l d  not e x i st 
w i tho ut po l itical hierarchy, and pol itical 

h i er a rc hy is by def i n i t i on a s i tu a t i o n  
I nv o l v i n g  t he e x e r c i se o f  power o v e r  
som e  peo p l e  by othe rs. w h i c h  Is usua l l y  
o i:.::iress l v e .  o r  c o u rse. the s t a te has 
other f u nc t i ons bes I des tl"e exerc ise of 
po wer. b u t  none of t hese other f unc­
t i ons i s  as essent i a l t o  i ts def i n i t i on 
as a sta te as i ts a b  i I i t y  to e n f o rc e  I ts 
power over people w i th in i ts bo undar ies. 

And depend ing upo n  how spec i f ica l l y 
we wan t to def  l n e  · w he t  a sta te i s. we 
may or  may n ot a c c u ra te l y  be a b l e  to 
descr ibe  an anarc h i st soc i ety as state­
l ess- - e x c ept that we must remember 
tha t accord Ing to the way tha t most 
peop l e . use t he word " sta te: i t  is n ot 
app l i ca b l e  to an anarc h i st soc i e t y .  
w h i c h  wou l d  sev ere l y  l im i t  t l"e  exerc ise 
of po l l t l c a l power [ thoug h  I th i n k  that 
a • p u re •  a n a rc h i st soc i et y  in wh ich a l l  

po l i t i c a l po wer has b e e n  abo l i shed i s  
a l most  an i mposs i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t l"e  next 
m i l l enn i um] . 

Ho wev er. what I have j ust sa i d  I s  
f a r  f ro m  " se t t i ng up the state o r  h ier­
a rc hy as quas i-me t aphys i c a l categor ies 
w h i c h  are in var i ab l y  sy non ymous w i th 
ev i l . " Obv i o us l y, a n  intemat iona l  soc ia l 
order,  f ree or not.  is imposs i b l e  w i th­
o ut org a n i z a t i o n  a n d  agreements. [ What 
y o u  mean by " l a ws"  I don' t kno w: i t  
depends upon ho w  you w a n t  t o  d e f i n e  
t h e  t e r m  as to  w l"e ther I c o u l d  agree 
here w i th you or  not-- c e r ta i n l y  t he y  
wo u l d  n o t  be l a ws i n  the c u rrent l y  ac­
c epted se nse of t hat wo rd, tho u g h  a 
I i b e r t a r i a n  equ iva l ent  with certa in s im i­
l ar i t i es, y e t  d i f f e re n c es, m ight be rea­
son ab l y  ca l l ed " l a ws . " ]  

And j ust a s  obv i o us l y , n o t  a l l  h i er­
arc hy is necessa r i l y  ba d .  F i rst o f  a l l 
t he re are d i f f erent types of hierarchies. 
a n d  the o n l y  one I want to  c r i t ic ize is 
po l it ica l h i e r a rc h y .  You o n l y  c on f use 
the issu e w he n  y o u  br Ing  I n  other 
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1 t yp es o f  h i er a rc h i es as i f  trey w e re 
somet h i ng an a rc h i sts  ha d any des ire to 
e l im i n a te .  No one t ha t  I know o f  i s  
a rg u i ng that " h i g he r" sta tes o f  con­
s c i o usn ess sho u l d  be a b o l  I shed because 
the y' re h i e r a rc h i c a l and thus bad l  But 
I ' l l  sa y f u r t her t ha t  I a l so don' t c o n­
s i de r  p o l  l t i ca l h i e r a rchy or the state as 
K ropot k i n  d e f i n es i t  to be abs o l ute 
ev i l s or even somehow "obj ec t ive l y" bed.  

The o n l y  c l a im I want to make is  
that the y are des t r uc t i v e  o f  the th ings 
I va l ue most h i g h l y  In my l i fe a n d  
o t hers I I v es. a n d  tha t I t h i n k  other 
peop l e  a re enoug h I Ike  me deep do wn 
be l o w  the i r  l ev e l s  of cond i t i o n i ng an d  

· fe a r. t h a t  the re i s  a potent i a l  f o r  most 
o f  them to agree w i th me on th i s .  I 

• be l i eve i n · no obj ec t ive va l ues beyond 
. the va l ues tha t i n d iv i d ua l su bj ec t i v e  
. b e ings  possess-- i n  fact. the concept o f  
obj ect i v e  v a l ues o r  abso l ute va l ues. or 

: m e t aphys i c a l good E; ev i l  Is I tse l f an 
absu rd i t y !  [ The c o n c ept o f  va l ue i s  
m e a n i n g l ess w i tho ut some sort  o f  sub­
j ec t i v i t y  f or w h i c h  t h i n g s  ha ve va l ue.  
i . e .  va l ue is  a subj e c t ive phenomenon. 
not an obj ec t  in- i t se l f . ]  

As f o r  y o u r  sta tements about a l  iena­
t i on, I c o u l dn' t ag ree w i th you more . 
The re are obv i o us l y  d i ff er e n t  t ypes of  
a l i e n a t ion.  and o n l y  so c i a l l y  prod u ced 
a l i e n a t i o n  w i l l  be  e l i m i n a t ed thro ugh 
so c i a l  m e a ns.  Ho wev er, t here Is a so­
c i a l l y  p ro d uced a l iena t i on f rom nature 
[ f rom o u r  " n a tura l "  se lves (; our exper­
ience o f  the " natura l "  world] that ex ists 
above and b e y o nd t he " n a t ura l•  al iena­
t i o n  I n vo l v ed in one' s ex ist e n c e  as a 
b e i ng In some wa y separated from otl"er 
be i ng s, an d even more f u nd amen ta l l y 
in o n e' s  ex i stence as a b e i ng wh ich 
has t wo s i des-obj ec t ive and subj ec t ive­
- as i ts v ery c o nd i t i o n  of ex p er i en c e ,  

Bac k  to va l ues a g a i n: I don' t v ie w  
I i be r t y  as ha v ing a " sup reme• pos i t i o n  
i n  t he  rea l m  o f  human va l u es.  F o r  
myse l f, m y  • h i g hes t "  v a l ue i s  wt'Elt Max 
S t i rn e r  ca l led  " o wnn ess: wh i c h  i s  t he  
oi:.::io s l te o f  a l ienat ion.  I t  Is se l f-posses­
s i o n  r a t he r  than se l f- a l i en a t i on-be ing 
a wl'D I e and und iv i d e d  person at one 
w i th o n ese l f  at  the most  fundamenta l 
l ev e l s  o f  l i v ing . Re l at ive l y  speak ing. of  
c o u rse, y o u  a re r ig ht--many f i n i te 
va l u es are important to me, and irrpor­
tant  to be shared i f  we are to c re a te 
a f re e r  soc i a l  sy stem. Your descr ipt ions 
of t he "m i s l ea d ing my th" of absol ute 
f re e dom. and of the mean ing of freedom 
as you see i t  a re b o t h  we l I - c o n c e ived. 

So no w tha t I ' v e  tr ied to sho w y o u  
t he  i na c c u r a c y  o f  your impress ion o f  
my perspec t i v e, l et m e  try t o  sunmar lze 
what  we do agree on as I see l t l  ( 1  J 
T he r e  are def i n i te l im i ts to the va l i d 
use o f  r e ason and l o g i c .  [ 2 ]  S c i en c e  
and reason are wor thwhi l e  too l s  w ith in 
c erta i n  l im i ts .  [3]  N ot a l l  exper i e n c e  
l ends I tse l f  t o  sc ient i f ic o r  even rat iona l 
e x a m i n a t i o n .  [ If ]  On l y  soc ia l l y  c reated 
a l  i e n a t l on is e l im inab l e  by soc i a l  means. 
[ 5 ] Abs o l ute f reedom Is I ncompat i b l e 
w i th soc i a l  order . [ 6 ]  The sta te a n d  
h i e r a rc hy a re not " ev I I . •  [ 7 ]  A f ree 
soc i a l  order  wo u l d  re qu ire organ i zat ion 
and opera t ing ag reeme nts of some k ind 
tha t c o u l d  conce ivab l y  be ca l led • 1aws.• 
[BJ There are t yp es of h i er a rc hy that 
have no t h i ng to do w i th soc i a l  dom i­
n a t i o n .  [ 9 ]  " P u re "  a n archy is an unrea l­
ist i c  goa I f or the l mmed iate f u t u re . 
( 1 0 ]  " I mpure• a n a rc hy. or a re l a t i ve l y  
more f ree.  una I iena ted. an d sa t i sfy Ing 
s o c i a l sys tem. is w i th in the rea lm o f  
poss l b  i i  i t y .  I f  I ' m  no t m ista ken i n  th is 
e v a l u a t ion.  t hat' s a po werf u l  l ot o f  
a g re ement we sha r e l  

Where i s  o u r  d i sa g r eement centered? 
I t  see ms to me tha t it is p ro ba b l y  
c e n tere d  on o u r  a t t i tudes to w a rd and 
understand ing of reason/ rat iona l ity/ l qi io­
- t he use o f  d ef i n i t i o ns. the mean ing of  
d ua l i sm. the necess i ty f or a d ia l ec t i c  
u n d erstand ing  o f  c o n c epts/ l an g u a g e / ­
kno w l edg e f rom m y  perspec t ive, tl"e l ac k  
o f  such a n e c ess i t y  f rom y o u rs.  

Beca use o f  these d i f f erences. I hap­
pen to see d ua l i st ic on t o l og i es [ an d  

Continued on next page 
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thus f ro m  my perspec t i ve, re I lg l o us 
onto l og i es) as e x amp l es of tuTian a l ien­
a t i on w h i c h  re i n  force and rep ro d uce a 
w ho l e  ne t work o f  a l ienat i ng re l a t i ons 
b e t ween humans and other humans, 
and bet ween humans and the obj ec t s  
o f  the i r  percept i o n  and ac t i v i t y .  Y o u  
don' t  see th i s, a n d  d e n y  tha t  d ua l i st i c  
onto l og i es are necessar i l y  instances of  
human a l i e na t i o n . Th i s  l ea d s  y o u  t o  
t h e  conc l us ion  tha t  re l i g ion i s  n o t  
nec essa r i l y  conne c t e d  for good or ba d  
to soc i a l  f reedom. whe reas I s e e  i t  as 
essent i a l l y a l i e n a t i ng and incompat ib l e  
w i th the l i be r ta r i an p roj ect  t o  the 
e x tent  tha t  it Is d ua l ist and not d ia lec­
t i ca l .  W i th you I am read y  to c r it ic i z e  
any dogmat i c  d e n u nc i at i o ns of re l ig ion 
w h i c h  do not see k to understa n d  w ha t  
I t  is  the y  are a g a i nst.  but on l y  oppose 
re I i g  Ion  as i f  I t  were some abstract,  
mono l i th i c  ev i l .  W i th you I am re a d y  
t o  oppose the e n f orcement of  an y  ideo­
l og ica I " co r rec t- l i ne" by soc i a l  i nst i tu­
t i ons or wo u l d- be revo l ut ionar ies. Dog­
mat i c  mater i a l ism, sc i en t i srn.  or rat ion­
a l  i sm are as repugnant to me as dog­
mat i c  re l ig ion . To a l l  of  them, tho ugh. 
I oppose the i r  oppos i te,  a cr i t i c a l  an d 
d i a l ec t i c a l perspec t i ve w h i c h  does not 
c l a i m to be ab l e  to descr i be  or exp l a i n  
a n y  • u l t i mate rea l i t y• beyond o u r  o wn 
e xper ience,  which subm its an y rat iona l l y 
c o nstructed des er i pt i o n  o f  anyth i ng-­
i nc l ud ing re l ig i o us v i e ws-- to r a t i o n a l 
c r i t i c i sm, and w h i c h  kno ws the I Im I ts 
o f  human kno w l edg e .  

Thus I a m  brought bac k  t o  the 
q u es t  ion of the usef u l ness and p roper 
sphere o f  reason w h i c h  I p ro m i se d  t o  
g e t  bac k  to ear l  l e r  o n  i n  th i s  l e t t e r .  
M y  bas i c  conce r n  he re i s  the o l d  ar­
g ument [ wh i c h  y o u  seem to be f I i rt I ng 
w i th) that ma tters of re l ig ion are some­
ho w beyond rat i o n a l i ty, an d therefore 
the y . are abov e cr i t i c i sm .  T h i s  Is com­
p l ete bul  l sh l t, and is  on l y  a strat e g y  
f or avo i d ing cr i t ic i sm .  I f someth ing is 
so far be yond rat i ona l l ty that i t  cannot 
b e  f ormu l ated at  a 1 1  in any conceptua l 
te·rms i t  is g en u i n e l y  beyond a r g ument 
• • •  but if  th i s  I s  re a l l y the case then It  
i s a l so necessar i l y  beyond any rat iona l l y 
f ormu l ated i mp l  ! c a t i ons . I f  anything Is 
f ormu l ated in conceptua l terms no 

matter how Inadequate those terms 
m i g ht be, then tha t f ormu i a t i o n  is  
su bj ec t to rat i o n a l cr i t i c i sm on I ts  
own tenna. I f  you want to ca 1 1  some­
th i ng a metaphor, then i t  i s  beyond 
c r i t i c i sm as a f ormu l a t ion o f  f act, but 
i t  is abso l ute l y  v u l ne ra b l e to c r i t i c i sm  
as a metaphor. Thus, w l"e n, for examp l e, 
c e  r ta i n  Chr i st ians f ormu late concept ions 
of the i r  god, the y o ft e n  do so in terms 
w h i c h  are mutua l l y contrad i c t ory, then 
the y def en d  the i r  f ormu lat ion by say ing 
tha t god Is beyond l og le ,  or i t' s  a 
mystery,  etc . Th i s  wou l d  be f i ne i f  
tha t wou l d  be the l ev e l o f  d isco u rse 
the y rea l l y w i shed to rema i n  on-- a 
terra i n  o f  l og i ca l l y cont rad ictory con­
cepts w i th no ra t i o n a l mean i ng-- ho w­
ever,  then the y turn r i g ht aro und a n d  
demand tha t t

.
h� i r

. 
c�ncep� icx:is be taken 

ser i o us l y  and rat i o n a l l y in  the i r  impl l­
c a t  I ons as I f  the y were rea l l y f a c t  I 
T h i s  k in d  o f  dec e i tf u l do LJb l e  standard 
i s  a spec i es of i rra t iona l i sm to wh i c h  
I ha v e  a n  emot ion  a I repugnanc e . But,  
u n f o r t u na t e l y, i t  i s  a l l  too typ i ca l  o f  
the usua l l ev e ·I o f  d isco urse concern ing 
re I ig ion . 

I n  !=l i st i n c t ion to su ch re l i g i o us i r­
ra t i ona l ism, l et me exam ine your concep­
t i on [ in your  or ig ina l  art ic l e  concern i ng  
anarc hy and r e  I i g  i o n )  o f  a "sent l en t ,  
a l l - pervad ing cons c i o usness . •  This is  a 
ra t i ona l l y f ormu l at e d  concept ion which 
demands to be t re a te d  as suc h .  I t  I s  
cr l t i c i z a b l e, an d I f  i t  i s  f ound to b e  
l og ica l l y contra d i c t o r y  then i t  is f a l se  
I n  some w a y .  A s  i t  sta n d s, tho u g h, i t  
i s  not necessar i l y  log ica l ly contrad ictory, 
and is a poss i b l e  theory about o u r  
wor l d .  I f  we accept i t  a s  j us t  th i s, a 
spec u l a t i v e  the o r y  w h i c h  may or m a y  
n o t  be t r u e ,  i t  i s  not  i n  an y way re 1 1-
g i o us a c c o rd ing to the usu a l  def i n i t ion 
o f  re I i g  Ion,  ra the r  i t  I s  a poss i b l e  fact, 
and can be trea t-e d an d eva l ua t e d  as 
suc h .  No metaphy s i ca l c l a i ms, suc h  as 
tha t th i s  cons c iousness is  •the abBO l ute: 
or tha t I t  is •more rea l "  than hu man 
e x per i en c e ,  are mad e .  I t  is thus not 
d ua l i st i c ,  and is  c o mpat i b l e w i th a 
d ia l ec t i ca l  atl"e ism as a hypothes is about 
o u r  wor l d .  

What happens then, w l"e n  w e  c a  1 1  i t  
[ metaphor i ca l l y) a god? T he  f i rst thing 
tha t happens i s  tha t [ un l ess we c l ea r l y  
a n d  exp l i c i t l y s t a t e  tha t  we on l y  mean 
to ca I I  it a god as a metaphor)  peop l e  
w i l l  immed iate l y  m i sta ke o u r  mean i ng, 
and �h i n k  that it i s_ supposed to be a 
statement of fact. And secondl y, wl"etl"er 
or not the y rea l i z e  that it sho u l d  be 
t r e a te d  as on l y  a me taphor, the y  w i l l  
b e g i n  c o n f u s ing a l l the var i o us histor­
i e s  1 1  y generated conno t a t  I o ns o f  the 
word " g o d "  w i th the metaphor i c a l de­
n o t a t i o n  we may w i sh to g ive I t .  I n  
o t her  word s, by c a  I I ing  i t  a god,  Wff! ve 
i mmed l a t e l y  created a w ho l e  he ap o f  
concept u a l con f us ion and myst i f i ca t i on .  
Ho wever, be tha t as i t  m a y ,  t h i s  st i I I  
does not lnva l i da t e  necessar i l y the 
use f u l ness tha t we may der i v e  f ro m  
the metaphor, tho ugh i t  may m i t i ga t e  
that usef u l ness. We a r e  st i l l  rema i n i ng 
o uts i de t he bo und a r i es o f  re I ig ion,  as  
most peop l e  wou l d  def i ne i t-- I f  on l y  
bare l y, b y  not c a  1 1  ing  i t  " g o d "  in fact .  

S uppose then tha t we t a k e  the ne x t  
" l og ica l •  step an d ca l l  i t  a " g o d "  i n  
fact, N o w  we ha v e  stepped over the 
bo undary of athe i sm into  re I lg ion i n  
most peop l e' s  m i n d s ,  W e  no w " be I i eve" 
i n  t h i s  concept i o n  of rea l i ty  desp i te 
any ev i dence pro or con tha t i s  mean­
i n g fu I or true . We ha v e  entered the 
rea l m  o f  dogmat i sm, d ua l ism and myst i­
c i sm .  We ha v e  se t up a metaphys i c a l 
i de a  and a t t r i buted to i t  a rea l ity that 
i t does not earn thro ugh our senses 
and rat i o n a l thoug ht ,  It I s  now " tr u e •  
b e c a use we have ha d  a " re I l g  i o us e x ­
per i ence• in which " it" to l d  us t o  be l ieve 
in i t, or bec a use we read It  in  a sacred 
bo o k, . or beca use o u r  �uru to l d  us so,  

etc . As w i th a l l  l r r a t ione l l st doctr ines, 
no w even the s l  l g htest mundane e v e n t  
can bec o me a "m i rac l e• i n d i c a t i ng the 
truth o f  our rav e  l a t  i o n  and den y Ing 
the truth of  an y other  perspec t i v e .  
Our be l l e f  i n  th i s  concept ion o f  the 
wor l d  i s  no w more rea l  to  us then o u r  
o wn e x per i ence,  o u r  o wn v a l ues, o u r  
o wn nves . N o w  we or i en t  o u r  I I v es 
aro und I ts de man ds, i ts i mputed va l ues, 
e t c . Th i s  is re l i g i o n .  Th i s  I s  i deo l og y .  
Th i s  i s  i n c ompat i b l e w i th the way f ree, 
a u t onomous,  inte I I  igent, and una I ienated 
human be i n g s  t h i n k  abo ut t he i r  wor l d .  

One re ason I took th i s  concept i o n  
o f  a sent i ent, a l l-pervad ing consc iousness 
as an e x a mp l e  to i l l ustrate the d i fferent 
ways of t h i n k ing a b o ut t h i ngs  i s  tha t 
I ho l d  a tentat ive, spec u l at ive hypothes is 
w h i c h  i s  so s im i l a r  tha t It  may b e  
i dent  i c e  I to w ha t  y o u  m e a n  b y  th i s  
conc ept i o n . As I see I t, i t  i s  very pos­
s i b l e t ha t  a l l  obj ects  of our exper ience 
ma y In  some sense sha re the possess ion 
of a degree o f  se n t i ence,  tho ugh i t  
wo u l d  ha v e  t o  b e  o f  a very rud imentary 
n a t u re in c o mpar I son to that of more 
obv i o us iy I iv  ing be i ng s .  And one cou l d  
i m a g  l n e  tha t i f  o n e  conce i ved o f  a l l 
the sent i en c e  thro u g ho ut the u n i verse 
to make up some sort of interconnected 
w t-D i e, some very interest ing impl icat ions 
m i g ht f o l  l o w .  Ho wever, as l ong as one 
does not " be I ieve" i n  th i s  concept ion,  
the i mp l  ! c a t i ons are on l y  hypothe t i ca l 
i mp I i c a t i ons, and we st i l l  rema i n  i n  
the sa me wor l d  w e  started o u t  i n  w i th 
no c o mpu l s i o n  to or ient our I ives around 
th i s .  Our I ived exper ience rema i ns the 
center of our I i v es, not an Idea abo ut 
the n a t u re of the un i verse . I n  th i s  
sense,  I am a n  athe i st • • • •  

I j ust  f i n i she d read ing the art i c l e 
by Ken W i l be r  [ " Of S ha d o ws and S y m­
bo l s: P hy s i cs and My st i c i sm," an i n t ro­
d uc t i on f ro m  h i s  b o o k  Quantum Ques­
t ions: The Myst ica l W r i t i ngs of the 
Wor l d' s  Great Phys i c i sts, w h i c h  a l so 
app e a r e d  in ReV I S I �. V o l  7, No 1 . J 
tha t y o u  sent a l ong w i th y o u r  l etter. I 
was hop i n g  I t  wou l d  be a st i mu l a t i ng 
a n d  rat  i o n s  I appra i sa l  of tl"e s im i l ar it ies 
and d i ff erences of sc ience and myst lc i!m. 
The f i rst s i x  and a ha l f  pag es were no 
d isappo i n tment: as i d e  f ro m  the usu a l 
d ue I i st con fus ions which rema ined in the 
bac kg ro und, th i s  par t  was a we l l - re a ­
sone d ,  i nterest i ng and wor thwhi l e  a c ­
c o unt o f  the su bj ec t .  Unf or t u na te l y, 
the rest o f  the art i c l e  d id not I I v e  up 
to the p ro m i se o f  t he strong be g im l ng .  
I n  f a c t ,  the rest i s  a d isaster f or both 
myst i c i sm and rat i o n a l i ty  • • • •  I assu me 
tha t the parts  o f  the art i c l e  tha t you 
have s i de- 1 lned are the par t s  that you 
th i n k  are most I mpor tant  f or o u r  o wn 
a r g umen t,  beg inn i ng w i th W i l be r' s  des­
c r i pt i o n  o f  the " ce n t ra l  myst ica l exper­
i e n c e •  es the app re hens ion o f  re a l  l ty 
[ I ' m  sorry, tha t' s • R ee l i t y " l  d i rec t l y, 
i mn e d i e t e l y, w i tl"Dut any conceptua l iz a­
t i on,  no abstrac t ions, in an act in which 
su bj ec t en d obj ec t bec o me one . 

N o w  th i s  f ormu l a t i on,  as i t  sta n d s, 
c a n  f o r t u na te l y  or unfortuna te l y  s ign i fy 
et l e ast t wo d i ff erent  poss i b l e t h i ngs. 
One of these th i n g s  I see es be i ng 
v e r y  v a l ua b l e end i mpor t a n t: one i s  
worth l es s .  I f  I were e se l f- i de n t i f i ed 
m y st l e  instead o f, or es we I I  es, be Ing 
e se l f- i d e n t i f i ed a n a rc h i st end athe ist 
( en d  i n  c e rta i n  s i tu a t i ons occas iona l l y 
I do i d e n t i fy myse l f  es suc h) .  then I 
wo u l d  ce l l  the one poss i b l e mean ing of  
the abov e sta tement "genu i ne "  or " true• 
myst i c i sm, whi l e  I wou l d  c e l l  the other 
poss i b l e  mean i ng " fa l se . •  But s i n c e  I 
usu a l l y f e e l mor e a f f i n i t y f or the tra­
d it ions l a be l led " ana rchist• and "athe ist• 
than I do for most of w he t  passes f or 
"m yst i c i sm,• I tend to i de n t i fy • fa l se 
myst i c i sm• w i th myst i c i sm es such, an d  
p re f er ot her words to descr i be the 
" g en u i n e •  var i e t y .  A l l th i s  p re l im i nary 
j oc key ing is  j ust  to sho w  you tha t 
once a g a i n  I em not so much i nterested 
in c r i t i c i z ing the c o n c ep t - name o f  
" m yst i c i sm• es I a m  i n  cr i t i c i z ing whet 
certa i n  peop l e  [ an d  I wo u l d  sa y the 
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m aj or i ty o f  peo p l e )  mean by th is .word. 
Tha t  sa i d, o k a y, w he t  ere the t wo 

poss i b l e mean i n g s? The f i rst, the one 
I f i n d  very va l ua b l e, i s  the Idea [ In 
i tse l f  i t  Is an i de a  o f  whet Is in e very 
i mportant se nse b e y o n d  i d e as) of the 
i mmed l a t e  app re hens ion of rea l i ty w i th­
o u t  the cap i ta l  " R . "  Th i s  i s  the sense 
i n  w h i c h  we take v e r y  ser i o us l y  e l l  the 
i deas o f  non-med iet i on.  absence o f  
concepts, etc . en d f o l  l o w  these lnd ica­
t i o ns deeper en d d eeper into our exper­
i en c e  thro ugh e l l  the l a y ers of concep­
tu e _I l n t e rpretet i o n  to the po i n t  w l"e r e  
we " transcend• even t h e  d ue l i t y  o f  
subj ec t i v i t y  and obj ec t- wor l d, to the 
po i n t  w he r e  we not on l y  concept u a l l y 
u ndersta_n d that both su bj ec t i v i t y  end 
wor I d ere abstrac t i ons, but  tha t we 
sp o n t a ne o us l y  end non- concept u a l l y 
" re e l i z e •  tha t we e r e  a l ways l iving th is 
p re c onceptua l u n i ty of e xper i en c e ,  
e v e n  w l"e n  th i s  e xper l en c e  Invo lves our 
use of concepts. 

I n  th i s  sense of myst i c i sm we can 
take e j ourney into the center of rea l ity 
by shed d i ng e I I  the concept u e  I I e yers 
w h i c h  con fuse us unt i I we g e t  to the 
po int where we ree I l z e  e n d  acc ept the 
feet tha t we ere a lways already ttmre-­
i t  i s  on l y  i n  the ref l ec t i ons o f  o u r  
cons c i o usness, in t he  conceptua l object l­
f i ce t  ions o f  our seaml ess pre-subject ive, 
p re- conceptue I expe r i en c e  t ha t  we g et 
l o st i n  e ma z e  o f  Images whi ch we 
m i st a k e  f or re e l  l t y .  Th i s  s imp l e  i de a  
l i es e t  the he a r t  o f  w he t  I c e l l  [ de­
pen d i ng upon the c i rc umstances end my 
pu rposes) e i ther g en u i n e  myst i c i sm, or 
d ia l ec t ica l  i;nenomeno l ogy, or d ia lect ica l 
a t he i sm, e t c . I th i n k  th i s  i de a  i s  most 
c l ea r l y  end una mb i g uo us l y  . p resent I n  
the Tao i st en d Z en t r a d i t i o ns,  e s  we l l  

" e s  I n  the contempor a r y  wr i t i ng s  o f  
some o f  t h e  more d i a l ec t i ca l  en d phe­
nomeno l og i c a l ph i l osophers l i k e  Mex 
S t i rner,  Mau r i c e  Mer l eeu- Pon t y  en d 
Peu I Goodman . 

So w he t  I s  the other i n t e rp re t e t  i on 
o f  W i l ber' s descr l pt I o n  o f  the " centre I 
myst i c a l e x per i en c e " ?  I t  i n vo l v es a 
m isd i re c t e d  searc h f or e Rea l l t y  " out 
the r e "  some where et the f r i ng es  of tl"e 
obj ec t-po l e o f  our  e x per i e n c e ,  or " i n 
the r e •  some where et the " cen t e r "  of  
the  su bj ec t - po l e  o f  o u r  e x per i ence,  
r a t he r  then an unv e i  I Ing o f  the po int 

w he r e  su bj ec t-po l e  mee ts obj ec t-po l e, 
f ro m  w h i c h  both po l es or i g inate  as 
abstrac t i ons . I t  invo l ves e fut i le search 
f or e Ree l i t y  w h i c h  is en obj e c t  [ whe­
the r i t  i s  obj ec t i f i e d  as cons c i ousness. 
or sp i r i t. or brehmen, or god,  or . un i­
verse]  w i th whi c h  we can a t t e mpt to  
become one,  rather then the spontaneous 
se l f - re v e l a t i on or i n t u i t ion ol' tl"e con­
c r e t e ,  unmed i e t e d  ree l l t y  that we l ive. 
I t  is e m i sg u i ded a t te mpt , f i na l l y, at 
• imn e d i e te l y  app re he n d ing•  a Ree l l ty 
tha t has been p re c o n c e i ved,  e ree l i ty 
tha t I s  seen as be I ng " be y o n d  abst rac­
t Ions•  not i n  the sense o f  be i ng some­
th i ng e l se e n t  I re l y, but In the sense of 
be i n g  even h igher, better, more u l t imate, 
an d In ef f ec t ,  more abstract then even 
the most abstract c o n c epts i m e g ineblel 

I t  sho u l d  be no su rp r i se tha t th i s  
t y p e  o f  •myst i c i sm• ends up recap i tu­
l a t i ng e l l the on t o l og ica l  dua l isms from 
w h i c h  the re I lg ions are constructe d .  
Th i s  i s  the i n t e rp re ta t i o n  o f  W l l ber' s 
• ce n t re I myst i c e  I e x per i e nc e •  tha t I 
f i nd w l"e n e v e r  " sp i r i tua l l y- or i ented•  
peop l e  re vee I the I r  tho ught s  t o  me, 
and it ebso l ute l y  p l a g ues the an e m ic 
myst i c i sm o f  t he " ne w- ag e i sts.•  This is 
the type of myst i c i sm tha t de v a l ues 
o u r  ever yd a y  exper i en c e  he r e  & no w 
I n  favor o f  abst r a c t  concepts w h i c h 
e r e  supposed to be someho w more reall 

I t  c l a i ms to v a l ue the " here end no w, " 
but I n  f a c t  i t  on l y  v a l ues en abstract l y  
sp i r i tua l i n t e rp re ta t i on o f  the " he re 
e n d  no w . •  i t  cannot l et-go of abstrac­
t i ons: I t  Is hope l ess l y  enthra l l ed by 
the m-- the b i g g er, the better,  the more 
magn i f i c en t  the a b strac t i ons, the more 
rea l it see ms. & the more unc r i t i c a l ,  
empt y - he eded,  spac ed-out suc k ers a r e  
e t t r!iC t f3 d  . t o  t h e  � u r us wl"D p i mp I t  a l  I .  
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These so- ca l i ed myst i c s  ha v e  an i ns a ­
t i a b l e appet i te for  abstrac t i ons tha t 
s w a l l o ws w ho l e  the search f or the 
Abso l ute,  U l t imate,  S uper-d uper, l.kld i f­
f e r e nt i a ted,  I n f i n i te ,  Transcendent,  
I mmanent,  H i g hest,  Most Marve l o us l y  
G l o r i o us ,  F u c k ing-A REAL I TY. Th i s  
t ype o f  ba r ren I y abst r a c t  word- g a m e  
h a s  no i nt e r est for me . And I daresa y 
i t  has no i n t e rest f or an y others w ho  
ta ke the i r  myst i c i sm and the i r  r a t i o n ­
a l i ty ser i o us l y . M y  person a l ru l e  o f  
thumb i s  t h e  m o r e  cap i ta l i z e d  b u z z ­
w ords I s e e  in  someo ne' s wr i t i n g ,  the 
l ess the y p ro ba b l y ha v e  to  sa y .  

Sorry i f  I g o t  c a r r i ed a way.  b ut I 
hope t h i s  torrent o f  a b use g I v es y o u  a 
better i d e a  o f  w hy I am so pass ionate l y  
cr i t i ca l  o f  re l ig ion . L ife is a myster ious 
th i ng when we try t o  understan d  i t  
concept ua l l y; s o  i s  the un i verse, s o  i s  
every obj ec t o f  my e xper i en c e  f ro m  a 
b l ade o f  g rass to a c o mpu te r .  None o f  
th i s  can u l t imate l y  b e  sa t i sf a c t o r i l y 
e xp l a i ne d  thro ugh conceptua I means-­
because the re a l i ty we e x pe r i en c e  i s  
not a l oa d  o f  concept s .  Sc i ence cannot 
exp l a i n  I t .  Ph i l osophy, myst i c i sm, etc . 
can on l y  at best po i nt b e y ond concepts 
to a p l a c e  w he r e  we can rea l i z e  tha t 
concept u a l ans wers t o  " u l t imate" ques­
t i ons do not e x i st,  to  a p l ac e  w he r e  
w e  a r e  n o  l onger bothered b y  such ques­
t i ons beca use we ha v e  see n  thro u g h  
the i r  f u t  i i  i t y .  

Ho wever, th i s  does not m e a n  that 
we can d ispense w i th r a t i o n a l i t y  when 
we ta l k  of  su ch th i ng s .  I f we wan t to  
ra t i ona l l y d iscuss these matters, then 
we must  a b  I de b y  the convent i ons o f  
l og l e .  T o  paraphrase t he  I i ne  from W i tt­
g enste i n  that W i l be r  quotes, " w he re o f 
one can on l y  spea k  nonsense, the r e o f 
one i s  i n e s cap ab l y  nonsens i ca l . " 

W i l be r' s w i l l fu l  cap itu lat ion to i rra­
t iona l l t y  in his descr ipt ion of the "para­
dox of sp i r i t" is n a us ea t i ng to me. I t' s  
o n e  th i ng to [ as most "g enuine" myst ics 
do ) p l a y  aro und w ith re lat ive paradoxes­
- in w h i c h  conc ept i ons seem at f i rst  
s i g ht to be centred i c tory, but tum o ut  
on c l oser examination t o  b e  reconc i l ab l e  
w i th eac h other w he n  the i r  spec i f i c 
mean i n  g s  a r e  rev ea I ed-- it is qu i te ano­
ther th ing  to immerse yourse l f  In the 
absu rd i ty of abso l ut e  centred ict i on s .  
The re i s  n o  i n c o mpat i b l l  i ty bet ween · 
myst i c i sm an d ra t i ona l ity in the ir "gen­
u in e •  senses . As l ong as we keep i n  
m in d  the re l a t i v e  I im its of conceptua l i­
z a t i ons, w e  can ta l k  about an yth i ng 
we can poss i b l y conceptua l i z e  w i th a 
h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  v a l i d i t y .  " My st i c i sm• 
w h i c h  is w i l  I fu l l y i rra t i o n a l ,  ho wever, 

i s  j ust  as i n c o mpat i b l e w i th a g enuine, 
d i a l ec t i ca l  r a t i o n a l i ty es a dogmat i c  
R a t  i on e  I ism i s  w i th a genuine myst ic ism. 

I c o u1 d  do a step- by-step cr i t i c i sm 
o f  the sec o n d  ha l f  o f  W i l ber' s essa y-­
f ro m  h i s  co l l eg e- student c o n f us ion o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  method w i th ep i st e mo l og y  
an d s c i e n t i f i c  doma i n  w ith onto l ogy, to 
h i s  i n c o he re n t  d ia g ra mm ing and d i s­
c uss ion o f  the "Gre a t  Cha in of Be i ng"­
but I won' t burden you w i th deta i l s .  
S uf f i c e  i t  to sa y t ha t  W i l be r' s  genera l l y 
mec ha n i st i c c o ncept i o n  o f  myst ic ism is 
so na i ve l y  m i sg u i d e d  tha t if he co u l d 
sho w i t  to most o f  the phys i c i sts he 
quotes t he y  wou l d  p robably  immed iate l y  
d i so wn an y connec t i on  w i th i t .  

Desp i te h i s  o wn seem ing l y  so und 
cr i t i c i sm of Cap ra, et a l , he reproduces 
the same t yp e  of m i sta ke, on l y  on a 
more soph i st i ca te d, more abstract leve l .  
Y e t  i n  do i ng th i s, h i s  resu l t  i s  even 
l ess conv i nc i ng than Capra's to the po int 
o f  humor-- h i s  d iscuss ion  of " re l i g i o us 
s c i ence •  i s  r i d  lcu lously na ive for exam­
p l e .  G e n u ine myst i c i sm requ i res  more 
than a m i x tu re of trendy I de a s  w i th 
e x travagant l a n g uage,  i t  requ i res good 
so l id l og i c  an d more than a superf i c i a l  
understa n d ing o f  d ia l ec t i c s  a n d  ho l ism 
[ W i l be r' s i mpover ished understan d ing 
of  hol  ism as a " su m• o f  obj ec ts and 
the i r  re l a t i ons-- an a t o m i st i c  hol  i sm-­
l ea v es much to be des i re d ] . 

I hope a 1 1  these word s aren' t too 
ov er w he l m i ng .  I ' m  j ust g l ad to  have th is 
opport u n i ty  t o  g et some o f  my thoughts 
i n  order-- i t s  been so l ong s i nc e  I ' v e  
ha d  much t i me t o  wr i te an yth i ng . . . .  

I ha v e  a f ee I ing tha t w he ther or 
not we wan t one f i na l  e x c ha n g e  to be  
the l ast of  o u r  debate i n  Str ike!, tha t 
the y won' t p r i nt an ymore an yway. I 
ha v e  my do u b ts tha t the y' 1 1  even p r i nt 
the a r t i c l e tha t I sent l ast wee k .  But 
re g ard I ess or whe ther the y do or don' t 
p r i n t  my a r t i c l e, I ' m  th i n k ing abo ut 
put t i ng o ut a pamph l et i n  the f u t u re 
rep rod uc ing our en t i re d ia l ogue-art i c l es  
a n d  l etters-- l f  yoli re amenab l e  to the 
I d e a . Wou l d  y o u  m ind hav ing the argu­
ments in your  l etters p r i n t e d  m i n us 
a n y  I rre l evant  commen ts abo ut other 
matters? I wo u l d  be q u i te w i l l ing  to 
l et y o u  have the l ast  word [ l et te r  or 
art i c l e] .  And of co urse the pamph l et 
wou l d  be p ro d uc e d  I n  a I i m i te d  mxrber 
o f  cop i es on a non-pro f i t  ba s i s, If i t  
I s  ever p ro d uc e d  a t  a l l l R ig ht no w I t' s  

j ust  a n  I d e a  I ' m  en terta i n i ng . . . .  
T i i i  ne x t  t ime . . .  

Smash Rea l i ty !  
Y o u r  F r i end,  

Lev 

Third letter to Lev Chernyi 
Dear Lev, 

Ay y i y I ••• Tru l y  w ha t e v er I w r i te I 
g et sev en f o l d  in re t u rn .  I send yo u a 
2-pa g e  I etter  and he re' s a 1 4 - pa g er b y  
re turn ma i l .  P l us there' s y o ur p re v ious 
2 -pa g er . . .  and your 6 pag e  Str ike! p i ec e  
and the l etter  bef ore tha t o f  se vera l 
pag es .  I s imp l y  do not ha v e  eno ug h 
w a k ing ho u rs to go thro ug h a l  I these 
m iss i v es pa rag raph b y  pa rag raph such 
as the y  m ig ht deserve [ or,  at  l east,  a s  
y o u  m ig ht w i sh) . I ' m l ef t  w i th tack l ing 
your  l a test l et t e r  a n d  that in somewhat 
abbrev i a t e d  f o r m .  

No s m a  1 1  so u rc e  o f  my f r us t ra t i o n  
w i th o u r  d iscuss i on-- wrang l ing ov er 
d e f i n i t ions and assumpt ions  as i de-- is 
that my p r i mary i n t e rest ha s  been in 
d is c uss Ing the st r a t e g y  a n d  tac t i c s  
w h i c h  the p resent I ibertar ian movement 
uses a n d / or m ig ht use . Th i s  was w he t  
most a t trac ted me abo ut pa r t  i c  i pa t  i ng 
in the " d eb a t e "  w i th Fred, w he n  i t  was 

o r i g ina l l y p ro posed by one o f  Str ikers 
e d i tor i a l  board . Ho wever,  beca use you 
are strong l y  i n t e rested i n  ph i losophica l 
d iscuss ions,  o u r  con t i n ua n c e  o f  the 
o r i g ina l deba te has been a lmost ent i re l y  
over  ph i l osoph ica l matters l ike onto l og y, 
e p i stemo l og y  and phenomeno l og y .  I 

m us t  ad m i t  tha t  I ' ve fe l t  some w ha t  a t  
a 0  d isadv an t a g e  i n  th i s  terrs I n  because 
I ' v e  never ta ken a ph i l osophy c o u rse 
i n  my I l fe and am en t ire l y  se l f-ed ucated 
in these matters . I ' m  no t try ing to beg 
o ff the d iscuss ion  d ue to th i s  fact-on 
the contra ry,  I suppose my !mate stub­
bornness more than makes up f or the 
g aps i n  my forma l ed uca t i o n . 

Never t he I ess, I am keen I y a ware 
that the n a t u re of  o u r  d iscuss ion is  
undo ubte d l y  above the hea d s  o f ,  a n d  
b eyond t h e  interest  o f  99 % o f  t h e  
popu l a t i o n . Th i s  d oesn' t m e a n  i t  i s  
po i n t l ess, f or i t  i s  he l pi11:1 us t o  c l ar i fy 
o u r  o wn t h i n k ing a f t e r  a l  I ,  b ut i t  does 
mean tha t  it is o f  l im ited pract ica l use .  
O r  s o  i t  seems t o  m e .  [ I ' m  not adv erse 
to co l l ec t i11:1 the exchang e in a pamph l et 
b y  the wa y .  I t  m a y  be o f  i n t erest t o  
some . I wo u l dn' t e x pe c t  i t  to  be a ho t  
se l l er ,  tho ug h. )  

However,  w h i l e  we' re t a c k l i11:1 these 
quest i o ns o f  bas i c  rea l i ty,  percept i o n  
a n d  re i f i ca t ion,  most anarc h ists and/ or 
l ef t  I iberta r i ans a r e  r unn i ng aro und 
m a k ing j udg ements and spout i11:1 rhetor ic 
of a much l ess soph i st i c a t e d  nature. I f  
a l  I we ha d  to d e a l w i th were the crane 
de la creme o f  rad ica l t he o r i sts we' d 
be in re l a t i v e l y  g re a t  shape. I ndeed, i f  

S A T A N  P L O T T I N G  M A N ' S  D O W N F A L L  

This illustration for 'Paradise Lost' was made bl Dore, the �reat French artist. It 
shows Satan and B e elzebub immerse d  in a lake o fire ,  into which the y  have been cast 
after their fall from Heaven. "Upright h e  rears his mighty stature" the poem says of 
Satan, and the two fallen but still re bellious angels busy themselves plotting how they can 

offend God tnost grievously. 

most Mar x i sts had the ph i l osoph i c a l 
c hops o f  Wa l ter  Benj am in or Anton i o  
G ra msc i t he wor l d  wo u l d  be a far more 
won d ro us p l ac e .  As i t  i s, the Mar x  i sm 
that seems t o  be I n variab l y  promu lgated 
on both an i nst i tut i o n a l and a popu l a r  
l ev e l  i s  that ub i q u i to us  st u f f  ca l l ed 
"v u l g ar Marx ism." w h i c h  l en d s  i tse l f  
f a r  better  to forcefu l s logans, un i l atera l 
j udg emen ts, an d pa rty  d i sc i p l ine . 

A s i m i l a r  s i tu a t i o n  seems to be the 
c a se w i th a n archism, except that "vu lgar 
ana rc h i sm" ha rd l y  l en d s  i tse l f  to party 
d isc i p l ine [ or  inst itut iona l izat ion), which 
is some comfort,  I suppose . I ' d  sugg est 
tha t i t  i s  v u l g ar or a utomat ic anarchism 
at work when an ana rc h i st sees a Trot­
sky ist l i tera t u re t a b l e  at a peace de­
monst ra t i on and dec i d es tha t ba i t i ng 
Tro t s  i s  a wor thwhi l e  e x pe n d i tu re o f  
ene rg y .  I t  was v u l g ar anarc h i sm w he n  
J ohn n y  R o t t e n  sa n g ,  " I  am e n  an a r­
c h i st . • .  I wan t to destro y . "  At the r i sk 
o l'  re t u rn i ng pe t t i ness in k ind, I ' d  even 
c o n t e n d  tha t it was v u l g a r  an a rc h i sm 
at wor k when my response to y o u r  
response i n  Str lkel w a s  " 1 1 l ustra t e d "  
w i th a c l  l c he d  pho t o  o f  a re l lg  ious n tA:  
and a dogmat i c quo t e  f ro m  Ba ku n i n .  

V u l g ar an a rc h i sm i s  no t a l ways 
ho r r i b l e, more often it is mere l y  s imple­
m in d ed . I n  a n y  event,  it  is hardly go i11:1 
to g o  a wa y-- on the contrary, the v u l ­
g a r i z a t i o n  o f  a the o r y  o r  perspec t i v e  
g o es han d  in  ha n d  w i th i ts popu l a r i­
z a t i o n . My i n terest w i th my or ig ina l 
a r t i c l e  was in p ro pos i ng in a re l at ive l y  
d i re c t ,  re l a t i ve l y  unsoph i st i ca te d  way 
[ ca l l  i t  v u l g ar i f  you w i l l) that athe ism 
[ pa rt i c u l ar l y  dogmat ic, knock-do wn-the­
stra w-man athe i sm) is not nec essa r i l y 
an esse n t  i s  I coro I l a r y  o f  a n a rc h i sm/ ­
I iberta r ian i sm and that i t  is counterpro­
d uct i v e  to p resent i t  as such.  I n  the 
past I ' ve c hosen to p resent my perspec­
t i v es a n d  op i n i ons in comic form, where 

an y b i tt e r  p i l  Is a re he av i l y  coated w i th 
humo r .  Perhaps tha t  rems i ns the opt i ­
m u m  method f o r  m a k ing one' s case t o  
t h e  a n t i - author i ta r i an on the stre e t ,  
bec a use at  th i s  po i n t  I don' t th i nk 
y o u r  a v e r a g e  a n a rc h i st ,  much l ess your 
ba s i c work ing st i ff ,  wo u l d  have the 
s l i g htest i n k  I ing as to w he t  the f u c k  
we are ta  I k ing abo ut . I 'm not ever su re  
I kno w ha I f  the t i m el 

I app rec i a te the d e g ree to w h i c h  
we d o  a g ree,  w h i c h  you spe I l ed o ut 
p re t t y  we l I in y o u r  l etter. I a l so  appre­
c i a t e  y o u r  c l ar i f i ca t i on o f  ho w y o u r  
v ie ws d i ff er f ro m  the assumpt i ons I 
i mpu t e d  to yo u .  N o w  to t u rn to a t  
l east one or t wo spec i f i c s  f ro m  y o u r  
l etter . 

Let m e  assu re y o u  tha t I am no t 
opposed to the use o f  l og ic and rat ion­
a l i ty,  e v en in  d is c uss ions of re l ig ion,  
sp i r i tua l i ty,  theo l og y, onto l ogy, etc . I f  
I were thoro ugh I y opposed to --sO c h, I 
w o u l dn' t ha v e  bothered wad ing i n t o  
th i s  d is c uss ion as I have . I t  i s  j ust 
tha t I am o f  the o p i n ion tha t  l og ic an d  
rat iona l i t y are s l ippery t oo l s  I n d e e d  
w he n  used in cr i t ic i z ing o r  ana l yz i11:1 t he  
subj ec t i v e  percept i ons, be I iefs, o r  psy­
c ho l og ies of o t he r s .  

E x a mp l e: S h i r l e y  X l o v es J oe B l o w . 
Us ing the powers o f  l og ic and rat i o n ­
a l i t y  at  y o ur d isposa l you t ry t o  ana l yz e 
th i s  ba f f l ing phe n o m ena . Aft e r  a l l , J oe 
B l o w  i s  b e l I i g erent,  ra ther ug l y, washes 
ra re l y, a n d  is a sex ist p i g .  He t r e a t s  
S h i r l ey l i k e  d i rt, se l l s napa l m  for  a 
I iv Ing,  and is a member o f  the KK K .  
Sh i r l e y, o n  the o t he r  hand is attract ive, 
br i g ht, p ro g ress ive,  p o l  l t l ca l l y ac t i ve .  
Y o u  po i n t  o ut a l l  these th ings  t o  Sh i r­
l ey .  S he  agrees b ut doesn' t ca re-- she 
l ov es J oe .  You reason tha t  perhaps she 
i s  a masoc h i st ,  or  perhaps J oe rem i n d s  
h e r  o f  h e r  fa ther a n d  she ha s  unreso l ved 

Continued on next page 



Third letter to Lev 
Continued 

Oed ipa l l ong i n g s .  Y o u  t he o r i z e tha t 
pe rhaps he has he r so te r ro r i z e d  tha t 
she has b e e n  b r a  i n  washe d . Y o u  ana l yz e  
tha t  S h i r l e y i s  a v i c t i m  o f  Pa t r i a r c ha l  
opp ress i o n .  And so on . Log i ca l l y i t  
d o e s n' t a d d  up .  Emp l o y  Ing l og i c  an d 
ra t i o n a l i t y  y o u  c a n  c o m e  up w i t h  an 
a n a l ys i s of  the s i t ua t i o n ,  b ut y o u r  
a n a l ys i s d o e s n' t a l ter Sh i r l ey' s  f ee l ings. 
Mor eo v e r ,  the more y o u  c r i t i c i z e J oe 
f o r  qu l te l o g  i c a  I reasons,  the m o r e  
S h i r l e y d e f e n d s  h i m  and he r l ov e  f o r  
h i m  seems t o  i n t e n s i f y .  I n  o t he r  words, 
l og i c  a n d  ra t i o n a l i t y  n o t  o n l y  s t r i k e  
o ut i n  t he i r  c o n f rontat ion w i th Sh i r l ey' s 
i rr a t  i o n a  I l ov e  o f  J oe b ut t he y  p ro v e  
c o unt e rp ro d uc t ive.  The more you emp l o y  
the m t h e  m o r e  s h e  i s  a t t a c he d  to J oe . 
Y o u  l e a v e  to wn f or s i x  m o n t hs . W he n  
y o u  re t u rn Sh i r l e y ha s d iv o r c e d  J oe .  

Y o u  a s k  he r  w t'e t  ha ppen e d ?  Wha t. 
c a u s e d  he r to c o m e  to he r  sens e s ?  
W e l l , s h e  sa ys, h e  us e d  to d r i v e  he r  
n ut s  b y  put t i ng ne w ro l l s o f  t o i l e t 
paper on the spoo l w i th the t i ss u es 
ha n g  I n g  d o wn on the o u t s i de ,  w he n  
a n y o n e  kno ws t he y  a r e  supposed to 
hand d o wn o n  the wa l l  s i de .  He re fused 
to c ha n g e so she d i v o r c e d  h i m .  Log l e  
ha d  1 l t t l e  to d o  w i th he r dec i s i o n . 

W e i I ,  I m a y  ha v e  g o t  c a r r i e d  a wa y  
w i th ' t he b a n a l s c e n a r i o ,  b ut pe r haps 
y o u  g et my po i n t . Mat te r s  of l ov e ,  
emot i o n ,  d evot ion, etc . [ which encompass 
r e  I ig ion most o f  the t i me )  ope r a t e  i n  
re a l ms be y o n d  l og i c  much o f  the t i me .  
A l a r g e  port i o n  o f  o ur psy c he i s  o c c u­
p i ed b y  our Unc o ns c i o us and much o f  
o u r  beha v i o r  o r  l g  i n a tes f ro m  the Un­
c o ns c i o us ,  The Unc o ns c i o us  does n o t  
o pe r a t e  i n  a l og i c e  I, ra t i o n a I man n e r . 
Y o u  c a n  ha v e  a d r e a m  w he r e  a l  I so r t s  
o f  t h i n g s  oc c u r tha t a r e  no rma l l y i m­
poss i b l e-- y e t  the y oc c u r i n  t he dream. 
M o r e o v e r ,  when y o u  wake up an d re­
m e mb e r  the d r e a m  you a r e  l e f t  w i th a 
s t r o n g  f e e  I i n g ,  a mood the t co I o r s  
y o u r  pe rc ept i o ns a n d  beha v i o r s  a l  I 
m o r n i n g . Y o u  go to y o u r  the r ap i st a n d  
d i s c usa t he d r e a m .  The therap i st doesn' t 
sa y, " Why are y o u  ha v in g  these l rr a ­
t i o n a  I d r e a ms? C' mon g e t  I t  t o g e t he r  
a n d  ha v e  on l y  l o g i c a l d r e a ms l "  No,  the 
the r ap i st sa ys, " W ha t  d o e s  t h i s  d re a m  
sugg est t o  y o u?" Y o u  no t e  tha t  the 
c o l or of t he mo l e  in t he d r e am rem inds 
y o u  of the j ac k e t  of y o u r  9 th g r a d e  
E n g  I i sh te a c he r  w t"c  b e r a t e d  y o u  I n  
f ro n t  o f  t h e  c l ass,  w h i l e  t he b l a c k  
man i n  the b u rn i ng c a r  m i g ht b e  y o u r  
r e p re s s e d  ang er . Y o u  a r e  " an a l yz i n g •  

t h e  d r e a m, a n d  f i n d ing m ea n i ng i n  i t, 
b ut i t  l a  more b y  a n a l og y  or emot I o n  
than b y  r i g o ro us repe a ta b l e l og i c , Tl-e 
p ro pe r  app ro a c h i s  an a l most poe t i c  
p ro c es s .  

· My u l t i ma t e  po i n t  he r e  i s  t h a t  m y  
o wn re I l g  i o us e x pe r iences, m y  occas ions 
o f  n um i no s i t y ,  pa r ta ke,  in a wa y, o f  
tha t d reaml Ike qua I i ty.  Some e xper iences 
ha v e  b e e n  d r ug- I n d u c e d ,  b ut some have 
no t .  I d o  no t I i g ht ly ha n d  the m o v e r  
t o  o t he r s  t o  a n a l yz e, an d tl-e i r  mean i ng 
f o r  me I s  n o t  r e d uc i b l e  to the resu l ts 
of a rat iona l d iscuss ion . I wou l d  perce i v e  
someo n e  agg ress i v e l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  m y  
e x pe r i en c es as b e i ng c e n t r e d  i c t o r y  o r  
i rr a t i o n a l a s  [ a ) bes i d es t he po i nt, an d  
[ b) e n c r o a c h i ng on m a t t e r s  w h i c h  a r e  
n o n e  o f  the i r  b us i ness.  My moat per!lln­
a l l y  m e a n i n g f u l e x pe r i en c es a r e  a l so 
my most p r i v a t �-- an d I g ra n t  tha t 
respe c t  to ot he rs' su c h  e xpe r i e n c ea 
a n d  the be I i e f s  a n d  m e a n  i n g a  the y 
ha v e  d e r i v ed f ro m  the m .  

As l on g  a s  t h i s  d i scuss i on  o f  re l ig i on 
o c c u rs p r i mar i l y on the l e v e l  o f  ph i l o­
sophy, l og le  ha s  I ts obv i o us  p l a c e ,  
Ho wev e r ,  c o ns i d e r i ng the r e a l m  tha t 
re I i g  i o us  phe n o m e n a  o c c upy i n  ac t u a l 
I i f e,  i t  st r i kes me t ha t  i t  wo u l d  b e  
t r uer to t ha t  i f  we were d is c uss i ng  a l l  
t h i s  us i ng more psy c ho l og y, poe t r y  an d 
a r t . But t he n  I assoc i a te sp i r i tua l mat­
te rs,  i h  some r e g a r d s, w i th a r t i st i c ·  
m a t t e rs,  a n d  I ha v e  a l on g sta n d i n g  
res istance to po l i t i ca l cr it iques t ha t  deny 
a r t i st s  the r i g ht t o  d o  an y damn t h i ng 
the y p l e a s e . F o r  me t he b a s i c  r e q u i re­
m e n t  to do g o o d  a r t  is the g ra n t  I ng of 
the r i g ht to e x p l o r e  a n d  pot e n t  ia 1 l y  
i mm e r s e  myse l f  i n  any be l ief, wor l c:lv  i e w, 
t he o ry,  e t c . tha t ha s m e a n i ng or s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e  f or m e .  I c a n ,  a n d  w i l l , suffer 
the c o ns e q u en c es b ut t ha t' s  pa r t  o f  
the ba r g a i n .  

Per haps as y o u  sugg est d ue I i st l e  
o n t o l og ies a re incompat ib l e  w i th a l iber­
ta r i an pos i t i o n , I f  ao, I g uess I ' l l  n o t  
c o ns i de r  myse l f  a l ef t  l iberta r ian whi l e  
e x p l o r i ng the v a l ue a n d  mea n i ng tha t 
su c h  o n t o l og i es m i g ht ha v e  f or m e . I f 
I c o m e  o ut the o t he r  end a n d  d e e  i d e 
t h a t  su c h  o n t o l og i e s  a re f u l l  o f  i t, I ' m  
su re t ha t  t he I i b e r ta r i an movement w i l l  
st i l l  be put te r i ng a r o und t o  we l c o m e  
m e  ba c k .  

I must a d m i t  t o  some t ro ub l e  i n  
f o l  l o w i ng y o u r  a n a l ys i s o f  m y  e x amp l e  
o f  a " se n t i en t ,  a l l  pe rvad i ng consc i o us­
n es s . "  The f i rst t wo pa r a g r aphs of your 
an a l ys i s s e e m e d  to m a k e  sense b a s e d  

as the y w e r e  o n  such a conc ept i on  be i ng 
a " spec u l a t i v e  t h e o r y . •  Ho wever, in the 
t h i rd pa r a g raph . . .  y o u  s e e m  to d i s co unt 
w ha t  m i g ht be a " re l  i g  l o us e xper ience," 
c o n s i de r i ng i t  o n l y  a m e t aphys ica l idea 
w h i c h  ha s been un d u l y  a c c o rded be l ie f .  
Y o u r  b o t t o m  I i n e  he r e  se e ms t o  b e  
tha t s o m e t h i ng on l y  ha s  a r e a l i t y  tha t 
i s  " ea r n [ e d )  thro ug h o u r  senses a n d  
r a t i o n a l tho u g ht . "  M y  v i e w  he r e  i s  
tha t o u r  senses a n d  r a t  i o n  a I tho ug ht 
a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e ,  i n  a n d  of themse l ves, 
f or the d e t e r m i n a t i on of " rea l ity ." The y 
m a y  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o mpon e n t  o f  
r e a  1 l ty t e s t  I n g ,  b ut they are no t  neces­
sa r i  l y  su f f i cl en t ,  

Ag a i n ,  a n  e x a mp l e .  Let us sa y  M i ster 
Z ha s  a r e l i g i o us e x pe r i en c e-- o n e  that 
c o u l d  b e  c a l l ed myst i c a l .  L i k e  J ac ob 
Boe hme, he s e e s  the g l i n t  o f  the su n 
on a pe w t e r  d i sh a n d  i t  s u d d en l y  a l te rs 
h i s  c o ns c i o us ne s s . H i s  sense o f  se l f  i s  
n o  l o n g er the sa m e  b ut e n c o mpasses 
a l l  t ha t  p re v i o us l y  s e e med " ot he r : • h i s  
v i e w  o f  t he wor l d  a r o und h i m  I s  t rans­
f o r med an d he f e e l s  the t a n g i b l e  p re ­
se n c e  o f  a b e n i g n o r d e r  w h i ch i nc l udes 
a l l  oppos i te s  su c h  as j o y  a n d  so r ro w 
or c r e a t i o n  a n d  d e s t r uc t i o n :  e n d  a l l 
th i s  i s  an e x pe r i e n c e  tha t he i s  i n c a ­
pa b l e  o f  pu t t i n g  i n t o  wor d s  t ha t  d o  
j us t i c e  t o  t he e x pe r i ence . Nevertl-e l ess, 
b e i ng a w r i te r  b y  p ro f ess i o n  p r i o r  t o  
h i s  e x pe r ience, once the i ntens ity of t h i s  
e x pe r i en c e  s u b s i des h e  i s  c o mpe l i ed to 
t r y  t o  c o mm u n i c a t e  i t  to ot he r s .  I t  i s  
a g i v e n  tha t an y r e n d e r  I ng o f  i t  i n  
w o r d s  i s  g o ing to b e  i nadequate, a re i f i­
c a t l o n  e v en . But st i l l  the e f f or t  i s  
m a d e ,  f o r  w t'e t e v e r  r e a son . The e xper­
i e n c e  has i rr e v o c a b l y  c ha n g ed rlll i s t e r  
Z ' s I i f e  a n d  h i s  p r i o r i t i es ha v e  b e e n  
a l te r e d . H i s  a t t e mpt t o  c o mm un i c a t e  
h i s  e x pe r f e n c e  g a  I na the a t  t e n t  i o n  o f  
o t he r s  w t"c  pe rc e i v e  s incer i ty an d  va l ue 
I n  h i s  a d m i t t e d l y  I n c o mp l ete render ings 
of h i s  e x pe r i e n c e , 

I s  su c h  a scen a r io mere l y  en e x erc ise 
i n  y o u r  d r e a d e d  i rr a t  iona I i sm? Or, r a ­
t h e r ,  l a  I t  a s i g n i f i ca n t  b r e a k  w i th 
e v e r y d a y r e a  I i t y  w h i c h  i s  w o r t h  cons i­
d e r  I ng an d e v en e m u l a t ing? I w i l l  grant 
y o u  t ha t  If  M i st e r  Z' a " l i v ed rea l ity" is 
re n d e r e d  i n t o  d o g m as w h i c h, I n  t u rn , 
e r e  u n t h i n k i ng l y · ta k en up b y  b l  i n d  
d e vo t e es, w e  a r e  i n d e e d  wan d e r  I ng 
i n t o  i d e o l og y .  Ho w e v e r ,  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  
th i s  i s  a l w a ys the . c a s e , 

Y o u r  se I f- de s c r i bed " to r r e n t s  o f  
a b us e "  a b o ut " spa c e d - o ut s u c k e r s "  an d  
y o u r  repu g n a n c e  a t  i rr a t  I o n a  I i sm  co l or 
o u r  o s t e n s i b l y ra t i o n a l d i s c uss i o n  j ust 
as my a f f ec t i o n  f o r  c e r ta i n  sp i r i tu a l 
t e a c he r s  a n d  sy mb o l s  do , As su c h  w e  
d r a g  a g o o d  I y a m o unt o f  emot I o n a  I 
ba gg a g e i n t o  th i s  d i s c uss i o n  a n d  i t  i s  
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'lbe Gnostic heresies 

Accord ing to its o wn  hype, GoosJs 
Magazine attempt s t o  " exp lore the 
inner trad it ions o f  the Wes t "  by 
"presenting highly readable intelligent 
inf ormation on the esoteric spiritual 
paths that are p res ent in o ur o wn  
bac kyard . "  It  attempts t o  "draw 
connect ions bet ween ancient wisdom 
and modern ps ycho logy, bet ween 
the myst ical an d the oc c u l t  paths ,  
bet ween s cho larship and daily life." 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  o f  m y  
d ic t ionaries , "gno s is" deno t es the 
" intuitive app rehens ion o f  spiritual 
truths ,  an esoteric form of kno wledge 
so ught by the Gno s t i c s . "  For those 
u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Gno st i c  
t r a d i t i o ns , the princip a l  groups 
re ferred t o  by this name were moot 
prominent aro un d  the 2nd cent ury 
AD. And whi l e  a l l  e v idence of their 
theo log y, ethics and ritual reveals a 
d ivers ity which res ists ·an y v ery 
stric t  c lass i ficat ion, they all 8R)ear 
t o  ha v e  sha r e d  in c o mm on an 
e mphas is . on red e mpt ion thro ugh 
e s o t e r i c  kno w ledg e or "divine" 
reve lation . 

What c an be re asonab ly called 
gnost ic tendencies, of course, predate 
the 2nd c en t ury and continue through 
the pres ent day. Their origin may be 

th i s  ba g g a g e, I suspe c t ,  tha t i s  the 
so u rc e  of o u r  b e i ng so ne a r  yet so 
f a r .  I ' l l  a g re e  w i t h  y o u  f or se v er a l 
p a g es a n d  then y o u' 1 1  push o n e  o f  my 
b u t t o ns a n d  BOO M my ha c k l es a r e  
ra i se d . I g a t he r  tha t somet h i ng s im i l ar 
happe n s  f or y o u  w i th my w r i t i ng .  

My o n l y  s o l ut i o n  t o  t h i s  s i tu a t ion­
sho r t  o f  res ign i ng o urse lves to a I ifet ime 
o f  c o r respon d e n c e  w he r e  we e x c ha ng e 
l en g thy l e t t e r s  f or e v er t r y ing to agree 
on t e r ms, on t o l og y  a n d  su r:;: h-- is t o  
c o n c l ude t ha t  po l i t i ca l l y we a re  I n  c l ose  
e n o u g h  a c c o r d  t o  l e t m a t t e r s  o f  on t o­
l og y, ep i st e mo l o g y ,  a n d  w he t  ha ve you. 
g o . S i m i l a r l y, i t  la my c o n t e n t i o n  t ha t  
i f  l ef t  I i be r ta r l an e  a n d  a n a rc h i st s  a re 

e v e r  to g ro w  I n  n umbers and effect ive­
ness, It w i l l  b e  p rec ise l y  through agree­
i ng w i th a n d  mak ing a l l iance w i th othe rs 
b a s e d  on m i n i m a l po l i t i ca l / ec o no m i c  
m a t t e r s  a n d  " a g re e i ng t o  d i sa g re e •  on 
w e i g ht i er ,  ph i l os o ph i c a l  m a t t e r s . Y o u r  
d ia l ec t i ca l  phe n o meno l og y  is adm i rab l e, 
i n  I ts w a y ,  b u t  I t  i sn' t e v e n  t ha t  c o m­
m o n  a b a s e  upo n  w h i c h  most a n a r c h ists 
b u i l d  the i r  the o re t i c a l st r u c t u re s , S o  
e v e n  i f  y o u  c o u l d  w i n m e  ov er t o  tota l 
a g re e me n t  on your v ie wpd int, it wo u l cn' t  
b e  w o r t h  m u c h  b e c a us e  tha t wo u l d  
j us t m a k e  t wo o f  us w i th th i s  n i ft y  
o n t o l og i c a l a n a l ys i s .  

I n  an y e v e n t ,  tha t i s  a l l I c a n  spe w  
o ut th i s  l e t t e r . Ma ke o f  I t  w t'e t  y o u  
w i l l .  

R e g a r d s, 
J a y  
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re lated to the dual ism of earl ier 
Persian re l ig io n ,  Platonic ideal ism, 
and the apocalypt ic v is ions of some 
o f- the early Je wish myst ics .  The y 
o n l y c a m e  t o  f u l l  e x p re s s ion,  
h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  
Christ ian i t y. And are bes t  kno wn 
t o d ay in the West as Chr ist ian 
heres ies , s in ce they were historically 
supp ressed by what have become 
t h e  d o m i n a n t  t en d e n c i es o f  
Christ ian ity.  

I n  t h e  more common gnost ic 
v ie ws ,  human i t y  is seen as being 
essentially spiritual,  but becatEe of 
a trag ic f a l l  it has been thro wn 
into a wor ld that is complet e l y  
a lien to i t s  r e a l  being . Oft en ,  this 
s ituation is charac terized as a fall 
o f  an abso l ut e ly pure spirit into a 
thoroughly evil world of matter, and 
this Manichaean dualism is frequently 
confused with the more g eneral 
gnost ic trad ition . Usua l ly, it is 
through the exper ience of gnosis 
that humans are seen as becoming 
cons cious of their  or ig in, essence 
and trans cendent dest iny.  And this 
revelat ion commonly inc l udes the 
c o n c ept ion of the wor ld as an 
abortion dominated by Yahweh, the 
evil  creator-god of o ur wor ld, who 
is subord inate to an incorrprehensible 
and unn ameable  spirit above him . 

Origins of the magazine 

When Jay Kinne y visited O>lunbia 
whi l e  he and I were jucit beginning the 
correspondence reproduced in these 
pages , he mentioned to me that he 
wanted to start a magazine devoted 
to esoteric spiritual ity  in order to 
explore re lig ious trad itions which 
r e m ain larg e l y  s upp ressed an d 
unkno wn . At the time, I took him to 
mean a lo w-budget publication which 
would be open to cr itical thought 
an d  dis cussion with a dec ided l y  
l i b e r t a r i a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  
spirituality. No w, over three years 
later, six issues of Jay' s  magazine 
have appeared, and it is easy to see 
that I erred in more than one of my. 
re lat ively thought less assumpt ions . 

Gnosis Magazine is current ly a ·  
slic k, 56-page quarterly publicat ion 
with comm ercial-quality fu ll- co lor 
covers which a l lo w  it re latively easy 
acc ess to many nationwide newsstan� 
where Anarchy would ( to say the 
least)  be unwelcome . Publ ished by 
the Lumen foundat ion ( POB 14217, 
S . F. ,  CA. 94114 -0217) , his j ournal 
no w has around 2 ,000 subscribers 
and, with ne wsstand sales of over 
10 ,000 along with the increas ing 
number of ads ins ide, it sure ly has 
long · surpassed an annual budg et o f  
$100,000 . So much for m y  "low-budget" 
assumpt ion . 

When Gnosis was · st i l l  only a 
gleam in Jay' s eye, I asked him if his 
m a g a z i n e  wo u ld b e  o p e n t o  
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contribut ions concerning "esoteric 
athe ism" (by which I meant,  as I 
explained to him, the more mwressed 
and unkno wn episodes of athe ist 
unbelief thro ugho ut hist ory) and its 
o wn  forms of nonspiritual "gnosis" 
( the imm ed i a t e  app rehens ion, or 
intuitive se lf-understanding of our 
place in our wor ld) . He quite frankly 
wasn' t interested . So I wasn' t too 
surprised to find that the l imits to 
critical thought and dis cuss ion in 
Gnosis, no w that his dream has been 
realized, seem rather narro w and 
confining, at l east t o  me.  

There is one critical l etter in the 
latest issue ( written by Peter Lamborn 
Wilson, who contr ibut ed p robably the 
best essay to appear in Gnosis, " The 
Ant i- Cal iph," in an earl ier issue) 
which does threaten to raise some 
f u nd a m ental quest ions about the 
politics of gnost ic ism-- especially its 
hist o r i c a l  and c urrent  t i es t o  
autho r i t arian ( and even o utr ight 
fas c ist)  political movements and 
doctrines . He makes the po int that : 

S ince the ' 60s,  seekers have 
f a l l  e n  l o o s e l y  into  t wo 
categories :  those interested in 
"liberation," and those interested 
in "authority. " Sent imental ity 
and ignoran c e  s mudge the 
bord e rs bet ween these t wo 
camps , but l would like to - ­
drive a wedge bet ween the m .  

Bu t  it  remains t o  be seen ho w open 
or critical a discussion will be allowed 
to appear even on this seeming ly 
unavo idable topic ,  s ince, as Jay says 
( in re f us ing to make an y overt 
comm itment to a l ibertarian position) , 
he only envisions Gnosis as , " among 
othe r thing s ,  • • •  a neutral ground 
where • • •  d ialog can take plac e . "  

Secret Societies 

The content of the latest issue 
of Gnosis ( No .6,  W inter 1988 ) centers 
o n  a f e w  se c ret societ ies with 
re lationships to gnost ic beliefs-­
primarily the Rosicrucians , Knights 
Templar, and Freemasons . As such, 
this issue was for me undoubtedly 
the most cons istent ly interest ing to 
yet app e a r . The m aj or art icles 
in c l ude : " The Templar Trad ition : 
Y e s t e rd a y  a n d To d a y , "  " The 
Rosicrucian Dream," " Freemasonry &: 
the Hermet ic Trad it ion ," and " The 
Pr i o r y  o f  S c ion ."  Unfortunately, 
though, this issue remains on such a 
superficial  plane o f  d is course that it 
isn' t nearly as sat isfying as it could 
be . Hist orical informat ion on the 
supp ressed c urrents whi ch have 
chal lenged one or more aspects of 
civilization at one t ime or another 
are, by these very cha l leng es, almost 
aut omat ical ly o f  great interest to 
an yone who wants to make a rad ical 
break with the inertia o f  the present 
world syst em and their o wn  conplicity 
with i t .  But when this information is 
presented in a total ly uncritical and 
sha l lo w  manner-- when · there is not 
even a hint of any real understanding 
o f  its relevance for the radical project 
of reclaiming our world, of overcoming 
our alienation, and of reinhabit ing 
our everyday lives-- it is inevitably 
going to be somewhat d isappointing. 

What is most str iking about the 
essays presented is that the "arcane," 
" esoteric ," and "hidden" doctrines 
that " s e c r e t  societ ies" like the 
R o s i c r u c i a n s , T e m p l a r s ,  a n d 
Fre e m as ons all  guarded were so 
mundane and muddled .  These groups 
app e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  m a i n l y  
s t o r e h o u s e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l is t  
commonplaces with esot eric facades. 
One has to conclude that there was 

at one t ime or another some genuine 
experience which gave rise to these 
trad it ions and which at least some 
of their adhe rents reexperienced 
along the way. But what happened 
to it? Despite all  the talk of "itnosis," 
one g ets the fee l ing that these 
heretical trad itions are so encrucited 
with inertia and the dead weight o f  
the i r  own symbo l ism and hist ories 
t h a t  t h e y a r e  a lmost t o t a l l y  
incapable of  inspiring any genuinely 
se lf-revelatory experiences today. For 
the most part,  they seem to be as 
boring ( and about as profound) as any 
mainstream Chr ist ian Sunday Schoo l 
class would be . 

The most absorbing art ic le in the 
"secret societ ies" issue has to be 
Robert Anton Wilson' s " The  Priory 
o f  S c i o n ;  J e s us , F r e e m asons , 
Ex traterrestrials, The Gnomes of  
Zurich, Blac k Israelites and Noon 
Blue App les . "  And as m ig ht be 
expected this essay embod ies all the 
v irtues 

-
and vic es of Wilson's usual 

mode o f  presentat ion . His modus 
operandi in vo lv es an app arent  
c o m m i t m e n t  to  an und e r l y ing 
spiritua list perspective, but with at  
le ast a mod icum o f  dialectical 
underst and ing ( which for Wilson 
t a k e s t h e  f o r m  o f  n o n ­
Arist otelianism--spec ifical ly that of 
K o r zybs ki ' s g en e r a l  se m an t i cs )  
expressed i n  a style which attempts 
t o  be humorous .  The maj or problem 
with Wilson' s work is that , despite 
his mod icum of dialectical perception, 
he has never developed an y  sort of 
c lear idea about where he wants t o 
go with it .  This allows even Wilson's 
muddle-headed mentor; Timothy Leary, 
t o  appear to ultimately possess more 
sense . 

'lbe reversal of perspective 

So just where are the supposed 
liberatory poss ibilities of religion to 
lie? It is by no w a commonplace 
observation ( for all those not blinded 
by their beliefs) that one of the 
primary functions of re ligion is t o  
subl imat e people' s yearnings f o r  a 
better, more complete and more fully 
lived life . Rather than realizing their -
des ires here and no w, or at least 
attempt ing to do so , acolytes of  
most of the various types of religiouci 
b e l ie f  c ho o se to cont inue the 
repression o f  these possibilities. Some 
pref er to put o ff any realizat ion o f  
unity an d  fulfillment until an afterlife, 
or the " end of days" ( e .g .  the 
" resurrection ot the body" after 
death) . Others prefer to remove any 
"realizat ion" from the world o f  the 
living altogether by obj ect ify ing it 
a s  a sp i r i t u a l  ( i . e .  a tot a l l y  
rat ionalized) corp;e and relegating it 
to the realm of the symbolic. lbwever, 
there is no religion per se ( no form 
of spiritualized dual ism) which takes 
as its proj ect the only sens ible and 
l iberat ing response to our situation­
-the liberation of our des ires in 
order to realize them here and no w 
in the g en uine communities and 
unrestrained bod ies o f  a free and 
integrated human ity. 

In  f ac t ,  the on l y  g e n u i n e ly 
liberatory us e  o f  re ligion has been 
in those moments--historically and 
in personal  experience-- in which a 
reversal of perspective has taken 
plac e .  It has come only when the 
sacr-ed and pro fane are co llapsed 
into one, when god is d isso lved into 
the rest of the world, when the 
bod y rea l l y is resurrected . The 
liberatory moment o f  re l igion occurs 
only with its d ialectical  realization 
through its negation. 
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Un f ort unately, the only · essay 
I've seen so far in Gnosis which even 
attempts to explore this theme has 
been Peter Lamborn W ilson's " The  
Ant i - Ca l iph;  A S t udy in Is lamic 
Heres y . "  As the except ion to the 
( otherwise uninspiring) rule in Gnods, 
this essay gives us a hint of what 
co uld be done with a genuine ly 
anarchic j ournal focUCISing on esoteric 
re ligio us  trad it ions-- a proj ect st ill  

· seeking its initiat ion . 
Wilson' s essay is written fro m  a 

perspect ive which sees heresy as a 
rad ic a l  trad ition-- a "permanent 
revo l ut ion expressed in myst ical 
lang uage." From within the broader 
trad ition of Is lamic he resy which he 
sket ches , Wilson focusses on the 
meaning of the Ruz-I Qiyamat or 
"Great Resurrection" at Alamut on 17 
Ramazan 559/ August 8, 1164 and the 
wri t ings o f  Ibn ' Arabi, who was 
born on the first anniversary o f  the 
Qiyamat. 100 Great Resurrection b�an 
when Hassan II proclaimed that the 
" Chains of the law have been broken/' 
overturning every vest ige o f  the 
exoteric authority of Islam. As Wilson 
puts it , this "uncovering of the inner 
meaning of Revelat ion resu lts in a 
benign reversal o f  its out ward 
symbolism; those who part icipate in 
this gnosis are f reed from both the 
l i t e r a l  meaning an d the l e g a l  
st ipu lations o f  organized religion .  In 
both senses of the word the y have 
broken the code." So, of  course , 
" Out ward Is lam must of necess ity 
v ie w  the Qiyamat as ant inomian , 
heretical and revolut ionary. " 

For Wilson , the po wer of heresy 
cons ists " as  both critique and polemic, 
as d is course and war ."  He doesn' t 
r e a l l y  a c kno wledg e that most 
"heres ies "  cons ist more in squabbles 
over the semantics ( and thus the 
d istribut ion) o f  author ity, than in 
the demand for its abo lition . But i t  
i s  true that antinomian heres ies can 
embody a rad ical break, not j uci t  
with part icular dogmas of part icular 
re ligions , but even with the very 
esse n c e  o f  a l l  re l ig ions -- their 
onto logical dualis m .  Rather than 
perpetuat ing oss ified inst itut ional 
structures , heres ies c an encourage 
the c r e a t ion of anarchic social 
re lat ions ; rather than pres cribing 
compu lsiv� rituals, they can encourage 
sp ontane i t y, imm ed iac y,  an d a 
d irec tness that may or may not use 
ritual forms at t imes ; rather than 
demanding adherence to repressive 
moral codes , they can fac i l itate the 
realizat ion of des ire .  Rather than 
demanding the performance of rigid 
socia� ro les, they can subvert those 
r o l es b y  d e m a n d ing g r e a t e r  
authent ic ity; rather than promot ing 
an ( irrat ionally) rationalist faith in 
reified ideals, the y  can prom9t e  a 
faith in our o wn  experienc-ef and, 
finally, rather than demanding too 
divis ion o f  our world into the sacred 
and pro fane , the y can deny such 
divisions , leav ing us to experience 
its who leness . 

Calling the trad ition o f  Is lamic 
heres ies " The  Ant i- Caliph," Wilson 
states that " we want to kno w the 
meaning of that past , but even more­
- i f  we c a n  p e r f or m  a l i t t le 
hermene ut ic phenomeno logy and live 
at least for an hour within the Anti­
Cal iph' s world-- we will demand to 
kno w what it can teach us here on 
this most mys t e r io us o f  planes 
( " ever yd a y  l i f e " )  at this most 
precious of moments, the present ." 

S u bs cr ip t i o ns to Gnosis are· 
currently $15/year and can be obtained 

- from POB 14217, San Francisco,  CA. 
94114-0217. 
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letters 

Rebel Without a 

DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS! 

He seems to be at 
war with the world. 

In the classroom, he's 
the one who spills ink, 
breaks things, creates 
general havoc. 

And at ho m e ,  his 
J>¥-eDts don't Wlderstand 
him. 1bey wish he could 
be more like his siblings. 
Less active, more control­
led and smctued. Better at 
tying his shoelaces, more 
obedient to social demo& 

He's a rebel who doe!t­
n' t Wlderstand why he 
rebels or what to rebel 
against. 

Actually, his •enemy" 
is the society in which 
he lives. In it people are 
treated like objects to be 
bought and sold, manjpu­
Jated, �� or ignored. 

And children like him 
are its most Wlprepared 
victims. For no real reasm, 
he continually finds hUBelf 
ill-treated by habit, con­
vention, and design. 

And he is not alone 
with the problem. It is 
estimated that one out of 

.every ten school children 
have noticeable difficulties 

� soclaUy "normal' 
behavior patterns-most 

of them boys. 

A P ROBLEM HE DIDN' T  
CREATE 

The causes o f  his 
problem are pervasive 
and diffuse. '!hey are 
nearly i.Jq>ossible for him 
to identify precisely be­
cause they are so ubiqui­
tous, overwhelming, and 
t aken-for-granted by 
everyone with whom he 
is ever likely to come 
into contact. 

'Ihe causes are ulti­
mately identical with tlE 
very structure of our social 
world, a structure condi­
t ioned by capital-its 
formations, deformations 
and accumulations. 1be 
flDldamental alienation of 
the individual from his/her 
activities, the mystifying 
roles of social relation­
ships, tlE prevailing belief 
in hierarchy, authoritarian 
conditioning, sexism and 
ageism all combine to 
create a frustrating and 
fundamentally unsatisfying 
environment, which leaves 
him with vaguely defined 
ilq>ulses to rebel. With 
such a coq>lex and ubi­
quitous situation, is it 
any wonder that his pri-

Cause 
mitive critique seems so 
incoherent and easily 
explained-away by natural 
causes? 

HELP I NG THE " M B D" 
CHI LD "GET HIS HEAD 
TOGETHER• 

He isn't sophisticated 
enough to defend himself 
against the :ideo.logies and 
weapons of those who 
incarcerate and indoctri­
nate him. And if we act 
quickly, we can ensure 
that his nascent rebellion 
will never find a con­
sciously coherent expres­
s ion--now or in later 
life. To achieve this, we 
merely label him as a 
minimal brain dysftDlCtion 
( MBD) child, and manage 
his problem with intensified 
indoctrination, increased 
parental pressure, and 
pharmacotherapy. 

When indicated, stinu­
lant drugs have proven 
effective as adjlDlctive 
controls, often enabling 
authorities to more effec­
tively destroy his ability 
to resist treatment. 

CIBA Pharmaceutical Qxrpany 
Division of CIBA-GEIGY Coip. 
Swwnit, New Jersey 07901 

ad parody 

We wou l d  I Ike to encourage 
readers to wr lte us In order to 
open a d ia l ogue both with thol9e 
who are ayrrpathetlc and thol9e 
who are crit ical of anarchist 
theory and practice. All letters 
to ANARCHY will be printed 
with the author's inlt ia la only. 
unless It la spec if i ca l ly stated 
that her/ his ful l name may be 
used. or that s/ he w ishes .to 
re ma in anonymous. We w i l l  
ed it  letters that are rem..mnt. 
ove r l y l ong. unrea dable or 
boring. AddreBB your letters to 
ANARCHY . c / o  C.A.L.. POB 
l lflfB. Co l umb ia. MO. 65205-llflfB. 

Occupied territory 

Moon is sinking lo wer and it 
no w rests among the roo fs of 
our homes . If it were not out 
my windo w I would not kno w 
that it was above my roof--my 
windo w, my roof? Hold it here, 
just a cotton-picking minute,  
which makes q> the cotton-picking 
40-hour week. Perhaps I could 
say: my attachment to possessive 
prono uns . There is a man who 
co mes to the door of  the apart­
ment where I live . He asks for 
money--j ust enough to get by. I 
am a genero us  sort so I give 
him $ 35 0 .  This happens every 
month and I am beginning to 
t ire of this pattern-wJ\y it seems 
like a ritual .  

No w I will  tel l  you a lie: 
During the second world war, 
which st i l l  has not ended, in a 
town occupied by enemy f orces ,  
people banded together i n  resis­
tance . The occupying army re­
quired them to pay heavy taxes 
to finance the war . Every finan­
cial transaction added to the 
army's capital which it desperately 
needed . Unwilling to be conplicit 
in their own murderous subj u­
gat ion, the people deveioped a 
sche me . " We kno w who we are . 
W e  kno w who the enemy is. 
When I see that you are in need 
of clothes or food, I shall freely 
g ive them to you. When I am in 
need of drink you shall  share 
openl y. Wherever I work, I will 
shield you from the eyes o f  the 
boss, the manager, the soldier, 
that you may take what you 
want , or go where you want 
without us ing these writs of our 
d e a t h .  And all the monetary 
notes that we have or can lift 
fro m  our bosses we will bum 
the m in our  stoves,  forever 
erasing them fro m  the ledger 
books and from our minds. 

We are in occ upied territory, 
the rest is not so obvio us .  But 
as long as our imag inat ions are 
on fire there is the chance that 
it will spread with the blo wing 
of the wind, that this t inderbox 
I live in shal l  burst open in 
flames to light the night and 
greet the moon which no w is 
hidden behind the apartment 
building across the street.  

love and anarchy, 
D. B. , Chicago , IL. 

Portugal commune 

Hi Freaks, 
We are an anarchist co1T111une 

in the so uth of Portugal. Growing 
crops and goats and want to 
make contacts with other anar­
chist communes in the U$A to 
share ideas and experiences. 
Please write to: 

Colectivo Parreirinha 
Apartado 100 

P-8300 Silves 
Portugal 

Summer 1988 

Mandatory recycling 

Dear Anarchy, 
In the " Politics o f  recycling" 

( Anarchy #14) ,  you mis-represent 
New Jersey' s  ne w recycl ing law. 
You critici zed the law because it 
is "mandatory" and therefore 
inherent ly oppress ive . 1be law 
contains no prov is ions to  force 
individual househo lds to recycle 
and no penalties for not recycling. 
The law mandates that townships 
and cities in New Jersey provide 
door to door pick-up f or recy­
cling .  It does not cost taxpayers 
add itional revenue to operate 
this program. The program saves 
money from land-fill  costs and 
generates money from the sale 
of recycled trash. 

The law does require ho use­
holds to separate their trash for 
pick-up, if you use the state­
prov ided service to pick up your 
trash. Tilere are no garbage 
po lice in New Jersey opening q> 
people's trash cans to see whit's 
there, and I'm sure many spoiled 
and wasteful New Jerseyans still 
thro w everything into one can 
because lt's · eas ler for them. 

The state does not require 
the househo ld to use its service. 
You can eat your trash for al l 
the y care . Anarchy requires re­
spons ibility. And trash systems 
require certain orderly processes. 
If one doesn' t mind the "l imita­
tions of the state" concerning 
what day to put the trash out , 
why should one be upset with 
"mandatory" rec ycl ing ? 

Yours, 
Zvi Baranoff ,  ed itor 

Green Action 
POB 37 

Tempe , AZ. 85281 
P. S .  Keep up the work. Long 
live anarchy! 

Lev replies 

W h i  I e I m a y  be tre a d i n g  on 
th i n  i c e  by g iv i n g  my op i n  i o ns 
a b o ut a rec ye I Ing sy s t e m  I kno w 
I i t t l e  a b o ut , I don' t th i n k  N e w  

J e rs e y' s man d a t o r y  recyc l ing l a w  
i s  qu i te so i n n o c u o us a s  y o u  
i mp_l y i t  i s .  

A l  I p resent l a ws a re l eg isl ated, 
i n t e rp re te d ,  a n d  e n. f or c e d  by 
h i e r a rc h i c a l po l i t ica l ·  inst itut ions 
w l"D se po wers u l t i m at e l y  rest on 
the e x er c i se o f  f or c e . T he y  are 
thus o pp ress i v e, if o n l y  b e c a use 
they a re not e n a c ted b y  the 
popu l a t i o n  at l a rg e, but i ns t e a d  
f or c e d  upon them. T l"e  "vo l untary• 
rec ye I I ng p ro g ram here i n  O:J h.rn­
b i s  i s  n o  d l ff e re n t  o n  this score, 
s i n c e  e x to r t e d  t a x do l l a rs are 
b e i ng spe n t  t o keep It r u nn i ng .  

But beyond th is, even accord ing 
to y o u r  o wn des er l p t  i o n ,  there la 
a n  obv i o ua "pens I ty" for N e w  
J ersey ho useho l d s w h i c h  d o n' t 
sepa r a t e  the i r  tra sh-- the s t a te­
run se rv Ice won' t p i c k  i t  up .  
The re a r e  n o  "g a rb a g e  po l ice" in 
N e w  J ersey f or the same reason 
that there a r e  n o  " e l ec t r  le i t y 
po l I c e "  he r e  In Co l umb la w l"e re 
our e l ec tr ic i t y Is " p ro v i de d " b y  
the c i t y .  I f  y o u  d o n' t pa y f or 
y o u r  p o wer, I t  s i mp l y  gets t urned 
o ff .  And the g e n e r  le  po l Ice a r e  
a l ways re a d y  a n d  w i l l ing to dea l 
w i th tho aa cases w h i c h  e x c e e d  
usua l c o n s t ra i n t s .  

A n d  f i n a l l y, t h e  e x tr a  l a y e r  
o f  re g u l a t  I o n  a n d  sta t e  b u re a u­
c rac y a d d e d  to the t r a sh c o  I l ec­
t i o n  p ro cess ef f ec t i v e l y  f or c e s  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  subord i n a t e  
the i r  p ro g ra ms t o  t h e  sta t e  g o ­
v e rnment,  ra ther t h a n  re t a i n  I n g  
c o n t r o l o f  the i r  o wn w a s t e  d is­
p o sa l .  J us t  beca use the g en e ra l 
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e f f ec t  Is sa l utary, doesn' t Ind i ca t e  
that the m e a n s  a r e  w i"D I l y  sa t l9-
f a c t or y .  

Trash sy s t e ms I n  i n d us t r i a l 
soc i e t i es do requ i re o rder l y  p ro­
cesses, b ut t h e s e  p ro c esses can 
b e  c o n e s  l v ed,  c o n s e n t e d  to,  co­
ord l n a t e d  a n d  i mp l emen t e d  i n  
m o r e  o r  l es s  a u t h o r i ta r i a n  man ­

ne r s .  

rm so bored 

C.A. L. , 
Hey shithead-- when are you 

go ing to write me a real letter??­
-ha!ha! 

1banx for your mag- I thought 
I was go ing to be in it? .Coukn't 
find my name. Oh well .  I guess 
I can read it . . . .  ha!ha! 

I' m so bored I'm about to 
shit! Dyed my hair purp le-- my 
parents fully shit-- oh wel l, no 
big dea l .  I pierced ( last week) 
my ear, too-- it' s such a wonder 
what I' m go ing to do next when 
I 'm bored-- ha!ha! 

Wel l,  since you wrote me a 
short letter-- I' 11 write you a 
short letter . ( Assho le!) Just Kid­
d ing! 

Got to go . I' m about to go 
insan e .  

Love ya, 
T., San Marcos, CA. 

Selling sugar water 

These are indeed strange 
t imes we l ive in . We have seen 
values and ethics t wisted and 
coopt ed in every way imaginable 
by greedy, insatiable coiporations. 
For instance I recent ly bought a 
pair o f  Reebok running shoes 
and found the Reebok name ad­
vert ised a total of sixteen times 
includ ing the ins ide and bottons! 
Corporat ions should be paying 1B 
to advert ise , yet we have been 
forced to pay exorb itant prices 
for their logos on our belongings. 
We have all been forced , or 
volunteered, to become walking 
bil lboards.  

We delude ourse lves if we 
be lieve there is an y free choice 
in this re l ent less intrus ion onto 
our bod ies and into our psyches. 
Of course , the obv ious solut ion 
is to refuse to buy an ything 
with the company name on it, 
but if it can' t be avoided , and 
so met imes it can't,  there are 
some things we can do . 

One o f  the most revolutionary 
ac ts, it seems to me, we can 
perform no w is to defac e, or 
should we say enhance, our o wn  
property. W e  can remov e the ir 
corporate graffiti and obscenities 

off our bod ies: rip the labels 
o ff ,  s cr ibble or creat ively cover 
( by any means necessary!) the ir 
corporate logos and compan y 
names with str ips o f  sparkles, or 
Marks 0 Lots, or our o wn  art­
work. 

Last month here in Oshkosh 
we had a Peps i-sponsored bike 
race that pronpted me to write 
a letter to the Oshkosh North­
westem, our only local newspaper. 
The ed itor first refused to print 
it because of my use o f  " white 
poison" instead of "sugar." He 
thought it was slandero us ,  so I 
co�romised . Then he said the 
letter was too str ident,  so I 
even covered up my ang er, made 
it nicer, and added a little joke. 
Finally, the ed itor accused me 
of having "something against" 
Peps i because I d idn' t list other 
corporate names . 

Of co urse , I could have listed 
I B M ,  Amer ican Express , Ford , 
Che v ro let , Chr ys ler , Genera l 
Motors, Rockwe l l  International ,  
Bechtel Corporat ion, Mc Dona ld's, 
Burger King , Penthouse Inter­
ns t ional, Reynolds Tobacco, AT& T, 
Merri l l  Lynch, and Reebok and 
Union Carbide ,  but the y d id not 
sponsor the race .  I name them 
here because I have no spec ial 
prej ud ice against Peps i .  I slrrply 
hate the gro wing arrogance of 
many corporat ions . 

But , since the Oshkosh editors 
co u ld not be sat isfied with my 
co �ro mises , I suspect their real 
reason for supp ress ing this letter 
was local bus iness interests. 
Peps i, it turns out ,  has a bottling 
co mpany here and sponsors many 
local civic events. The Oshkosh 
Northwestern also co-sponsors 
another bike race with Peps i.  
Peps i ha s  in  the past withdra wn 
fro m  sponsorship of the race . 
The y could do it again . We all 
have learned too well  that it 
doesn' t pay to bite the hand 
that feeds you. 

As a result o f  tax breaks all  
of  us are at  the mercy of  cor­
porate "benevolence ." '!here is a 
nat ional trend for the government, 
med ia, and too many ind ividua ls 
to drop to their knees bef ore 
corporate prior ities , and these 
days there is inadequate criticism 
of corporate maleficence. This 
makes what happened at our 
Oshkosh bike race a metaphor 
for others across the country. 
Here is my response to what 
happened: 
" D e a r  E d i t o r: The b i k e  rac e 
bro ug ht to Osh k o sh l as t  wee k 
by P eps i - Co l a  w a s  a g re a t  spec ­
tac l e  a n d  I t  p ro v i de d  e x erc i se 
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  f or those ta k in g  
pa r t .  I f  tha t' s  a l l  we sa y abo ut 

AS WE SEE IT! 
-columbia anarchist league 

Common perspectives on ourselv�, 
our world and social change. 

Send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for 
a free copy. 

Send your request to: C.A.L., POB 1446, 
Columbia, MO. 65205-1446 

, , , .,. . 
·.•l l" 

Letters 

SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN PEOPLE DON'T WORK. 
T h i s  i s  J im O ' Donne l l .  He h a s  a r e a l  
j o b .  W i th the l ogging indu s try . 

H e ' s  ho l d ing t r e e  s p ike s that broke a 
s awb l a d e . The y we re pu t the re by 
p e o p l e  who wou l d  ra the r n o t  work . 

I n s tead , they p r e f e r  to l iv e  for 
a d venture , s po n tane i t y  and the 
p l e a sure of g e nu i ne e x pe r ie nc e . 

They a l s o  sabo tage mac hine r y , l o o t  
l ogg ing s i t e s , pu l l  survey s t ake s and 
s p ike t r e e s . The y s c o r n  e x t e r na l l y ­
impo s e d  l aw ,  mo r a l i t y  and l im i t s . 

They r e fu s e , a s  more and more peop l e  
a r e  d o i ng , t o  a c c e p t  the ir prope r 
r o l e  in s oc i e ty . A rol e p l anned for 
them by peop l e  l ike the t im b e r  e x ­
e c u t i v e s  J im O ' Donne l l  wo rk s f o r  who 
s e e Nature as l i f e l e s s , a p i l e  o f  
r e s ourc e s  wa i t ing t o  b e  e x p l o i ted . 

The s e  b u r e auc r a t s  and manage r s  ho l d  
t h i s  v i e w  bec au s e , l ike a l l c om ­
m o d i t ie s , they t o o  h a v e  a p r ic e tag 
o n  them - - c a l l e d  a payche ck . 

They t o o  are e x p l o i t e d . 

T h i s  make s them l i f e l e s s , a s  we l l . 

The s e  "vand a l s " , on the c o n t rary , 
s e e  Nature a s  w i l d , l i v ing and 
b e au t i fu l . A s ou r c e  of in f i n i te j o y .  

They r e c og n i z e  t h i s  b e a u t y  a s  par t 
o f  the i r  own human na ture . 

They f e e l  wi l d  and f r e e , unc on s t r a i n ­
e d  b y  t h e  shac k l e s  o f  paycheck - to ­
p r ic e tag c o n s ume r i sm that imp r i s o n  
s o  many peop l e . 

J im O ' Donne l l  wan t s  them s t o pped . 
They a r e  a h i n d e r e n c e  to the 
e f f ic ie n t  r e p r o duc t ion of c on s umer 
s oc iety and a l iena t e d  human i ty ' s  
d r e am o f  Nature fu l l y t ame d . 

But wha t  J im O ' Donne l l  and o th e r s  
l ike h im don ' t  und e r s tand i s  tha t the 
smal l e s t  g l imp s e  of freedom is never 
f o rgo t t e n . Onc e the gates of l iber ­
a t ion are opened , there i s  no ho l d ing 
back the f l ood . 

THEY SEE THE CRYSTAL . 
SPARK OF L IFE AS TOO 
PREC IOUS TO EVER 
AGAIN RELINQUI SH . 

t he rac e we are ov er l oo k i n g  
some t h i ng impo r ta n t !  Wa t c h i ng 
the c y c l i s t s  as the y spu n do w n  
Ma i n  S t r e e t  was thr i l l i n g .  b ut i t  
seems s t ra n g e t h i s  sport ing event 
wo u l d  be spo n s o r e d  b y  P eps i .  

" P eps i - Co l a  I s  a g i a n t  p i l l a r  
i n  a j un k  f oo d  c u l t u re w i th I ts 
merc ha n d i s i n g  o f  chemica l s. dyes, 
c a f f e i ne and sugar [ whi te (Xl ison) . 
C l e a n  d r i n k ing w a t e r  a n d  n ut r i ­
t i o us f oo d ,  n o t  Peps i,  m a k e  a 
f i ne-tuned athl ete, whi l e  so-ca l l ed 
s o f t  dr I n ks a n d  other j un k  f oods 
des t ro y  the l n t e g ra t  ion of the 
m i n d  and bo d y .  I t  i s  su b t e r f u ge, 
a n d  i n  f a c t, I be I i e v a  I t  sho u l d  
b e  f a l se adv e r t i s i n g ,  t o  i mp l y  
tha t these yo ung peo p l e  ha v e  
g o t ten w he re they a re b y  dr ink ing 
th Is d y ed, f I a v o r e d  su g a r  w a t e r  I 

" Du r i ng the rac e we were 
b o mb a r d e d  w i th Peps i b l a r e d  
o v e r  t h e  l o ud spe a k er sy ste ms; 
we sa w Peps i e v er y w he r e  w e  
l oo k e d . These f i ne a t h l etes.  and 
o t he rs, deserve b e t t e r  than to 
have Peps i and o t he r  c o rp o r a t e  
a d v e r t  I s i n g  p l astered ac ross the i r  
c he s ts, f e e t  and heads. T he  s l og an 
" P eps I "  was posted hu nd r e d s  o f  
t i mes o n  eac h o f  the tr i an g l e  
rac e  f l a g s  a n d  str ung a ro und the 
w i"D l e  d o wn t o wn a r e a  on bo t h  
s i des o f  the stre e t .  

" Y e t  a n o t h e r  Peps I l og o  was 
sha me l es s l y  p a r a d e d  on the door 
of a s o up e d - up w h i te Che v y .  
W h l l e  t wo mot orc yc l es l ed the 
rac e ,  working to assure the sa fety 
o f  ped e s t r  I ans a n d  b i k ers, t h i s  
g ra t u i to us Che v y  a c t u a l l y three-

tened the pub l  le sa f ety . Zooming 
d l re c t  ly I n  f ro n t  o f  the c y c l  l sts 
I t  revv ed I ts mot or,  g ushed ob­
n o x  l o us e x ha ust fumes and pee l ed 
rubber at e v e r y  t u rn .  

" Fo r  n o n - th i n kers a n d  c o rpo­
ra te sy n c opha n ts,  i nd e e d ,  th i s  
c a r  made a m a r v e l o us d i sp l a y .  
T h i s  P eps i - Che v y  c o n t i n uo us l y  
spe wed i ts nox l o us c a rb o n  mon­
ox i d e  i n t o  the f aces and de l lca te 
l ungs of these y o u ng a t h l etes . 
W i th eac h c l o ud o f  d a r k  smoke, 
some of us sa w a l so the d e a d l y  
ho t  a I r  e xpe 11 ed b y  the corporate 
a r r o g a n c e  of our t i mes . 

" Whe n more o f  us c a r e  more 
f or the we I I -be I ng a n d  he a l th o f  
p a r t i c i p a n t s, s u c h  e v e n t s  w 1 1 1 
ne e d  no c o rpor a t e  spons o r .  Cer­
ta l n l y, spor t i ng e v e n t s  w i l l n o t  
b e  i n c o n g ruous l y  sponsored b y  
so ft d r i n k, b e e r  o r  c i g a r e t t e  
c o mpa n i es w i"D se ma i n  p r ior i ty I s  
t o  p ro mote t h e  I r  corporate name 
a n d  i n c re a se the i r  c o rpor a t e  
p ro f i ts . •  

I t '  s t I me t o  I oo k  more thought­
fu 1 1  y an d cr i t i c a l l y at the cor­
po r a t e  I n vo l v ement I n  o u r  I Ives. 
N o  m a t t e r  ho w sweet It  may be 
we c a n ' t a f f or d  to swa l l o w  se l f­
se r v  i n g  corpor a t e  p ro pa g an d a  
tha t i s  su g a r- c o a t e d  as c i v i c 
c o n c e r n . W he n  J ohn S c u l l y  f ro m  
Peps i was be i ng rec r u i te d  b y  
S t e v e  J o b s  f or the top pos i t  I o n  
a t  App l e  Compu t e r ,  he was a s k ed 
a q u es t i o n . The Oshkosh Nort� 
weaterl\ and tl-e med ia In genera l ,  
m i g ht we l l  ta ke note. Part i c u l a r l y  

t h e  med l a  tha t o � t e d  not t o  
p r i n t  th i s  l e t t e r ,  bec a use i ts 
c o n t e n t  I s  cr i t i c a l o f  co rpor a t e  
Amer i c a ,  m i g ht ta ke no t e .  T he  
q u e s t  I o n  S t e v e  J ob s  asked Scu l l y  
was: " J o hn ,  d o  y a  wanna s e  1 1  
sug a r  wa t e r  f or t he rest o f  your 
I l fe ,  or do you wan t to chenge the 
wor l d ?" 

S i n c e r e l y, 
N l k k  I Cra f t ,  

C i t  l z en s  f o r  
Med i a  Respons i b i l i t y  

PO B 67 1 ,  Oshkosh, W I . 511902 

Aghast a: delighted 

C.A. L., 
Salutat ions! I 've j ust read 

( cover to cover) Anarchy #14 .  
Fredd ie, w ho  d id the amazing 
cover, sent it to me . I'm aghast 
and de l ighted at your publication. 

Have you ever cons idered , or 
do you print poetry? 

·
1 would 

very much like to contribute 
stories, essays, and poetry ( al­
though a dear friend told me I 
have no bus iness writing the 
stuff) . 

I was very surprised to see 
mention of "lbe Match! and Fred 
Wood worth, wh> I think is pretty 
amazing . Did you kno w that he's 
been publishing since ' 72?! Being 
17 ( and somewhat of a nov ice to 
the anarchist ideo logy 4: way of 
thinking) I get freaked out at 
"older" anarcho-types ( like 32 
years old! oh shit!) 
Continued on next page 
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Letters 
Notes for disc11ssion 

Towards a 

post- ideological 
resistance 

For those woo have read the Co l umb ia Anarchist 
League's statemen t ,  As We See It!, it will come as no 
surprise that o ur orientat ion can poss ibly be most apt ly 
charac terized as ant i- ideo log ica l .  Hints and clues to the 
e x istence o f  a sporad ic an t i- ideo logical tradit ion can be 
fo�d thro ugho ut hist ory-- often ro ughly paralleling whit 
is g enera l ly cons idered evidence o f  the prehistory and 
hist ory o f  ( mor e g eneral ly) an archist theory. W ith the 
publ icat ion o f  Max Stirner' s 'Ihe Ego and Its Own in 
1844 , a sophist icated phi losophical synthes is of these 
t wo para l l e l  an d  ro ughly over lapping c urrents was f i rst 
made exp l ic i t .  S ince that t ime man y o f  the most obvious 
fai lures o f  ideo log ica l  an archism have vindicated Stimer, 
whi l e  the re lat ive ( altho ugh not complete by an y means) 
neglect o f  the mo:-e soc ial/ econom ic/po l itical side o f  
things b y  Stimer has been addressed by the more main­
stream an archist c urrents . 

This d ia l ec t ic was g iven ne w life in the 1960s by the 
s itua t ionist synthes is ( S ituat ionist International) ,  which 
re invigo rated the an t i - ideological critique-- borro wing 
f ro m  Marx ism, St irner ( this was not al ways · unders t ood 
as such) , an d anarchism fro m  within the context of the 
S ituat ionist Internat ional's development out of the avant­
garde art / an t i-art milieu.  This ne w synthes is, while cei­
ta inly not adequate,  const ituted a po werful and ( at least 
in more rad ic a l  circ les) ac cessible critique of some o f  
the maj or p ro b l ems within the over w oo  lm ingly retrograde 
maj or c urren ts o f  the so- called "revolutionary movements" 
wor ld- wide . At this point, too S. I.'s critique of spectacular 
soc iety ( Guy Debord ,  Society of the Spectacle) an d its 
re - f o undat ion o f  revolt on the basis of everyday life/ lived 
rea l i t y  and rad ica l  subj ec t ivity ( Rao u l  Van e igem, 'Ihe 
Revolution of Everyday Life) hav e  so p ro f o undly altered 
the terms of debat e  and ac t ion that an y contemporary 
attempt t o  further the ant i - ideo log ica l  critique in words 
or acts must also be charac teri zed as post -situat ionist. 

S ince the t ime o f  the S .  I . '  s maj or contributions, oow­
ever, the vast chang es in the d ynamics and make-up of 
revo l ut ionary tendenc ies have left o ur current situation 
both more c l ear and more mudd l ed .  W ith the resurg en c e  
o f  contemporary feminism, t h e  emergence of ecological/­
an t i- techno lo g ical crit iques ( most coherent ly vo iced by 
the Fifth Estate and its contr ibut ors) , the exp los ion o f  
re lig io us / spir itua l spl inter c u lts and doctr ines , and the 
increas ing sophist icat ion and per fection of teclniques of 
authoritarian contro l ,  we have reached the point where 
a ne w level of theoret ical and pract ical synthesis is 
UI'g en t ly requ ired . 

But wrere do we go f ro m  here? Fro m my own perspec­
t ive, in North America the maj or p layers in the debates 
regard ing the reorientation of a post-ideo logical resistance 
hav e  been the Fifth Estate gro up and Join Zerzan-wlx>se 
ne wly publ ished book, Elements of Refusal is no w avail­
ab l e .  ( One s imp ly does n' t he ar much an ymore f ro m  those 
woo iden t i fy most strong l y  with the more d irect lines of 
post -situat ionist ac t ivity-- or, at least I don' t.) lbwever, 
I have pro found ques t ions abo ut aspects of both of their 
under lying perspectives-- especially with the Fif th  l!Btate's 
defens e  o f  spiritua l ity and " the sacred ."  ( My quest ions 
abo ut Zer zan ' s  pos it ions can' t be so eas ily def ined.) art; 
regard l ess of ho w one v ie ws  the c urrent debate, it seems 
c lear at least to me that we need to develop a more 
direc t  publ ic discussion of the theoret ic a l  and practica l  
issues invo lv ed ,  a f orum where t he  mos t  irrportant aspects 
o f  the d�bate can be dea lt with conc ise ly in a d ia logue 
bet ween those woo are most interested in he lping to 
shape the terms an d prac t ice o f  the post - ideo log ica l  
res istance . To that end I wo uld l ike to make space for 
d is cussion avai lab l e  in succeed ing issues of Anarchy. If 
you think yo u hav e  something important to sa y on this 
t opi c ,  an d you' d like to say it here, p lease write to us 
at : 

Anarchy, c/o C.A.L. 
POD 1446 

Columbia, MO. 65205 

Aghast a: delighted 
Continued 

It' s so bizarre to see people 
tot ally beaten down by "the 
system." My step-dad ( woo used 
to talk very rad ical  stuff years 
ago) work2 for a war-machine 
company. Alter we had a discus­
sion ( tight) about jails, the death 
pen a lt y, why people commit 
crimes , laws ••• he " invited me to 
leave" ( kicked me out ) .  His ra­
tionale was that it I thought 
" those kind of thoughts," I had 
no bus iness living here . Later 
on, he apologized . How weird . 
1he who ie " love it

. or leave it" 
kick. 

What I'm trying to sho w is 
that a person can be totall� 
changed by work a government 
a family. Things to be avoided! 
It' s a sad story. 

A ne w publ icat ion that is a 
very good mixture of anarchism 
+ soc io a ecological issues + 
punk stuff is llfppycore, POB 
i 95 , Mes a, AZ. 85211 . It's a 
good bridge.  It gets lots of punks 
wh> think litt le to be punks 
woo think lots.  

Solidarity-
N.G., Mesa ,  AZ .  

P. S.  In #14 that letter fro m  T. 
in San Marcos, CA. was really 
stupid! Please send an Aa We 
See It! Thanx . 

Animal morality 

Lad ies and Gent lemen , 
Mr. Lev Chern y i' s  response 

to a reader's request for a posi­
tion stat e_ment on an i mal rights 
( Anarchy Jt14) deserves deta i l ed  · 

examinat ion despi te its inconsis­
tencies and obscurity because its 
very f la ws  t yp i fy "naive" ( or 
unref lec t ive) spec ies ism; t o  un­
derstand the one Is to understand 
the other . 

Chern yi's  statement has three 
parts ( not co unt ing his gratuitous 
attac k  on his correspondent' s 
ideal ism) :  a gene ral ethic , an 
interpretat ion o r  the concept of 
"animal r ights," and a sunun ary 
o f  Chernyi's o wn  ideas on the 
statlll or animals. Cllemyi's "ethic" 
rej ects both moral d is co urse in 
general and the concept of "right" 
in part icu l ar .  Chernyi ca l ls the 
concept of "r ights," for humans 
or an imals ,  a "myst ify ing" ab­
strac tion . In the rea l  wor ld, he 
m ain t a ins ( w ith a perfe c t ly 
s t r a i g ht r a c e ) , " r i g ht is  
always • • •  might ." He ca l ls naive 
the identi fication of "right" with 
the "morass or mora l ity," which 
latter he interprets in absolutist 
terms . And he rej ects this abso­
lut ism witho ut embrac ing an y 
specific alternat ives . Chernyi's  
opinion o f  animal rights is  that 
animals have no rights because 
rights don ' t  exist ( for reasons 
a l re ad y  g iven) . And,  final ly, 
Chernyi' s  ideas on the status o f  
an imals amount t o  three points . 
First , the condit ion o f  an imals 
is important,  but less important 
to Cherny i  than the cond it ion of 
people.  Second, it's okay to kil l 
an imals " for sustenance" but not 
okay to torment them in fac tory 
farms. Third,  domest icat ion o f  
animals is evil; an imals sho uld 
" run free ." 

Chern yi's  ethical  phi losophy 
has t wo ser ious p ro b l ems . First , 
Chernyi' s  rej ec t ion o f  ethica l  
d is co urse depends on his irrproper 
equ ivocat ion on t wo senses o f  
the term "right ." Used as a noun, 
"right" denotes a claim against 
moral agmts; used as an adjective, 
" right" means. "morally correc t" 
or "good ."  The t wo "rights" tune-

don independent ly so no degree 
of "mystify ing" abstraction in 
the former suffices to discred it 
the latter.  Second, Chernyi' s  
ethical  skept ic ism robs him of  
the concepts and j ust ificatory 
apparatus he needs to make the 
moral dist inctions he clearly 
wants to make . His inability to 
dist inguish normative and des­
cript ive disco urse leaves him in 
the strange position o f  seeming 
to endorse the crudest sort o f  
power- worship. ( " Right i s  alwa)S 
••• might .") 

Olernyi's rej ection of "animal 
rights" fai ls tor a sinpler reason. · The pettifogging literal-mindedness 
of his argument obscures the 
rather obv ious fac t that in com­
mon parlance "animal rights" 
functions as an umbre lla-term 
en co npassing all persuas ions o f  
an imal liberationism, not j us t  
those derived f ro m  rights-based 
ethics. ( The silliness of Cllemyfs 
at tack beco mes obv ious when 
trans lated to a more famil iar 
context.  Would he quest ion the 
value of desegregation because 
mov ement le aders frame the 
issue in terms o f  " civil rights"?) 
To conplete his refutation o f  
"an imal rights," Cherny! would 
have to address its ut ilitarian 
and other formulations-something 
he doesn' t begin to attenpt here. 

This brings us to Chernyi' s  
three spec ific points regard ing 
the status of animals . 1he first 
of these concerns the re lat ive 
importance of an imals and people 
and adm its o f  t wo possible read­
ings . Does it mean "Cllemyi thinks 
animals are important , but per­
sonally takes more interest in 
people," or does it mean "animals 
are inportant but not as inportant 
as people?" The first would be 
either a mealy-mouthed dodge or 
a lapse into autobiographical irre­
levanc y. The second would be 
sheer quest ion-begg ing . The in­
vocat ion of  this speciesist cliche 
is al ways revealing because ques­
t ions regard ing the re lative im­
portance or value of humans and 
an imals arise onl y  when the ir 
interests conf lic t ;  there is no 
reason in princip le why persons 
o f  cons cience cannot take an 
ac

_
t ive interest in maximizing the 

welfare of both. ( Does owosing 
apartheid prevent one from using 
cruelty-free tootl'paste?) Besides, 
there are several reasons for 
thinking that an imal issues are 
at least as deserving of our 
attent ion as many human issues 
and more deserving than so me . 
To begin with, ow ressed people 
can and do organ i ze and tight 
for the ir own liberat ion in a 
variet y of violent and nonviolent 
ways;  animals cannot .  The ir sole 
recourse lies in co npassionate 
human intervention . Second ,  the 
s ca l e  and intens ity of suffering 
caused by an imal exploitat ion 
far exceed the surfer ing caused 
by most human rights vio lat ions; 
the only human ana log ies to the 
fac tory farm and the research 
lab are s lavery and the h>localllt, 
and the y had chrono log ica l and 
geographical limits . Fina lly, the 
exp loitat ion or an i mals nearly 
al ways serves trivial ends . The 
development o f  a ne w mas cara, 
the duplication o f  redundan t or 
inconsequent ial research results, 
and the creat ion o f  unnatura l ly 
pale veal ,  to ta ke j ust three 
examples , inf l ict fantast ic suf­
fering for literally no good rearon. 
Because they are so po int less, 
such prac tices wou ld be easy for 
us to stamp out if we made the 
eff ort . 

Chern yi' s  second point , that 
it's okay to kil l  an imals " for 
sustenance" but not okay t o  
torment them in fac tory farms, 
n e e d s  c l a r i f icat ion . Who , in 
Chernyi's es t imat ion, can reason­
ab ly claim to ki l l  an imals " f or 
sus t e nance"? The shipwrec ked 
sai lor woo must eat a fish or 
starve to death? Lo w-technology 
peoples ind igenous to reg ions 
that cannot support agriculture? 
( I  mean really lo w-techno logy 
peoples here, not semi-westernized 
importers o f  sno wmobiles and 
n y lo n  pa r k as . ) Modern sport 
hunters wh> eat their  kills? The 
typical Amer ican consumer woo 
buys meat in preference to beans 
and rice?  By leaving the criterion 
of " for sustenance" vague, Cllernyi 
subt ly and i llegitimately transfers 
the excusability of the exceptional 
for mer cases to the more relevant 
latter cases in which f lesh-eating 

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES 
In t h i s  s o c i e ty impre s s io n s  are o f  t e n  more impo r t a n t  than the r e a l  
thing . 
Ind e e d , images are «ha t control how peop l e  f ee l .  And wha t they'l l 
put up w i t h . 
Tha t ' s  why we h i r e d  a team o f  p s y c ho l o g i s t s  and m e d i a  s p e c i a l i s t s  
to c r e a te an image tha t p e o p l e  c ou l d  i d e n t i fy w i t h . A n d  tha t we 
c ou l d  c o n t ro l . _ 

They gave us Smoke y  the Bear . 
And Smokey gave us the ab i l i ty to shape p e o p l e's v i ew o f  r ea l i t y 
to such an e x t e n t  tha t no one no t i c e d  when we c u t  the fore s t  down . 
They were too bu s y  worry ing about no t burning it down . 

Jus t l ike Smokey t o l d  them . 
Bu t, inc r ea s in g l y ,  i l l u s ions are f a i l ing 

in the i r  a b i l i t y  to r e p l ac e  r e a l i t y . 
W i th e v e r y  d a i l y  ac t of subvers ion 

our gra s p  becomes weaker . 
Our imp l ied a u t ho r i ty no l o n ­
g e r  c ommand s submi s s ion . 

And now some t ime s , l a te a t  
nigh t ,  w e  wond e r : c ou l d  t h i s  be 
the b e g inn ing o f  
our e n d ?  · ""' -� .. . 2:,. • _ -I !'" • 

�r · ·" 

United St•t•• 
Dep•rtment of 
A9rlcullure 

m F o r e s t  
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BOYS A N D  G I R L S ! 
H e re i s  w h a t  you ca n d o  to he l p 
o u r fores t : 

is a luxury, not a necessity. 1he 
quest ion is not whether we should 
be " appa lled" by factory farms 
( an yone but Cal igula or Ir. Men­
gele would be) but whether we 
shou ld g ive them our econo mic 
support . Apart f ro m  this, the 
idea that "humane slaughter" is 
okay has problems. People who 
eat meat by choice rather than 
necessit y  plac e more value on 
the tr ivial whim of their  palates 
than on the life and aut ono my 
of other sent ient beings . What 
makes this okay? Cherny! oi:poses 
coerc ion, exploita t ion,  and v io­
lence in every other context;  
the s laughter of an imals for 
f ood epi tomizes a l l  three in the 
grossest poss ible way. Why do 
these things become alright sinply 
because the victim has four legs 
inst ead of t wo ?  Furthermore,  
the very concept of "humane 
s laughter" and the general prin­
ciple o f  "nice exploitation" o f  
which it i s  an instance embody 
a hypocrisy that wou ld in an y 
other context move Chern yi to 
apoplexy. ( Imagine the s cathing 
reply Cherny! would address to 
an y reader who suggested that 
it's okay to ens lave blac ks ,  rape 
women , or exterminate Jews as 
long as you do it " nic ely"!)  The 
trag ic irony here is that d iet is 
an area in which human and 
an imal interests co inc ide . The 
benef i ts o f  veget arianism fro m 
the standpoints o f  maintaining 
human health,  re lieving world 
hung er, and re versing environ­
mental damage have been too 
wel l-documented in Diet for a 
Small Planet and other so urces 
to require rehearsa l here . 

Last but not least objectionable 
is Chernyi' s  harsh condemnat ion 
of the domest icat ion o f  ani mals 
( espec ially the keeping of com­
panion an i mals) , coup l ed  with 
his fervent wish that all  animals 
" run free ." In the f i rst plac e ,  it 
is curio us  that Chernyi should 
pic k  this, o f  all  an i mal-re l at ed 
issues , t o  wa x ind ignant abo ut . 
The Irai ze test,  the LD-50 t es t ,  
f u r  ranching , wha l ing , trapping, 
and rodeos, taken al l  together, 
seems t o  bother him less than the 
thought o f  some litt le old lady 
ne ut er ing her torreat and keeping 
it indoors . Presumably Chern yi's 

1 .  LET ALL YOUR FRIENDS KNOW 

THAT LOCCING AND BULL­
DOZERS IN THE WOODS-NOT 

CHILDREN-CAUSE FIRES . 

2. LEARN ABOUT HOil THE FOREST 

SERVICE RUINS OUR BEAUTIFllL 

OLD GROllTH FORESTs llY 

GIVlNG THE1'I TO GREEDY 

LUMBER COMPANIES . 

3. HAVE YOUR PARENTS SHOil YOU 

HOil TO STOP LOCCING llY 
SPIKING TREES . 

4, PULL UP SURVEY STAKES TO 

HELP SMOKEY ' S  ANIMAL 
FRI ENDS .  

5 ,  IGNORE FOREST SERVICE LIES . 

• 
id iosyncrat ic perspective follows 
f ro m  his anarchist co mmitment 
to l ibert y, but it sho ws Chemyi's 
ignorance of or contempt for 
the fac ts . 

In the U . S .  5,000 puppies and 
k ittens are born every ho ur. 
On l y  2% find ho mes . Twelve 
m i l l ion are put to d eath annually 
in she lters. The res t are ei ther 
sold to labs or abandoned to a 
feral exi-stence of diset>.se, hW\ter, 
dmger, and explosive reproductioo. 
The::e are the unfortunate con ­
seq�enc es  o f  people's widespread 
tendency, based on laziness or 
ro mantic delusion, to let dogs 
and cats " fun fre e . "  1he so lut ion 
l ies not in impot ent diatribes 
against domest icat ion, but in an 
increased attitude of responsibility 
to ward these creatures and a 
vigoro us spay/ ne uter  program. · 

Cons ider ing what a tangle 
Cherny! gets himse lf into over 
the fac tua l  and phi losophical 
aspec ts of the "an imal rights" 
issue, it is easy to sympathi ze 
with his despairing lament that 
ethics bo i ls do wn to "many, many 
people a wash in Ii sea o f  confu­
s ion . "  That seems an apt descrip­
t ion o f  Chernyi' s  p light (although 
his statement utterly lac ks  the 
intellectual humility that normally 
accompan i es  such se ll-confessed 
perp lexity) . Cherny i's confus ion 
appears to result part ly f ro m  
innocent ignoran ce and part ly 
f ro m  the wi l lfu l obs curant ism 
evinced by his c lumsy strategic 
f l ight to metatheoret ical skepti­
cism and by his ad hominem 
s lurs against animal llberatimists 
themse lves :  Chernyi  says they 
make "very l itt le" sense,  derides 
the i r  " re l igious devot ion" to 
their  caus e ,  and, by his sneering 
references to "an imal lovers," 
suggests that animal llberaticnists 
are mov ed by sentimentality 
rather than a concern for ju:;tice .  
( In reply t o  the f i rst accusation, 
I would d irect Chemyi's attention 
to the writings o f  To m Regan 
and Pet er S ing er .  Both men are 
important spokespersons for the 
ethical treatment of animals and 
both are extremely careful think­
ers whose methods and conclusioos 
cannot be d ism issed in the gl ib 
terms Chernyi  is pleased to em­
p loy. Certainly the an imal llber-

at ion mov emen t ,  l ike an y other, 
has attrac ted its share of UJl>er­
suas ive adherents, but this hardly 
d is cred its its program, nor does 
it re l ieve the s incere cr it ic o f  
the intel lec tua l ob l igat ion to 
attac k an y posit ion in its strong­
est form. As f or " re l igo us devo­
t ion:" yes , man y an i mal l ibera­
t ionists feel strongly about their 
v ie ws ,  j ust as man y  fe minists,  
desegregat ionists, and even anar­
chists feel strong ly about theirs, 
but this, t oo ,  is irre levant to 
evaluat ing those vie ws ,  which 
must stand or fa l l  on the i r  mer­
its . )  

If I seem to dwe l l  overlong 
on the f l a ws  of a statement 
that,  in all  fai rness,  appears to 
have been s cr ibbled in a careless 
hast e, it is because those f la ws  
express the statement's naive 
species ism, a prej ud ice that de­
serves exposure and condenination. 
And if I seem to single out Mr. 
Chernyi  for unfavorable attention, 
it is becaus e  he is the only mem­
ber o f  the Co lumb ia Anarchist 
League who responded to the 
reader's inquiry. Inadequate and 
perverse his statement may be, 
but the s i lence o f  his colleagues 
is mores o .  Such mindless acquie­
scence in the status quo is o ut 
o f  cha rac ter for a gro up  that 
expends so much energy in jeering 
at dupes of the system. 

Sincere ly, 
Diana Blac kwe ll,  Columbia, MO. 

Lev responds 

For those o f  y o u  w t'D  ha v e  
m a d e  i t  th i s  f a r, I ha v e  a f e w 
q u i c k  po i n t s  t o  m a k e  i n  response 
t o  D i a n a' s l e t t e r .  

F i rst o f f .  I wan t t o  re m i n d  
o u r  rea d e rs tha t we do i n v i te 
e v e r yone to wr i te a b o ut the i r  
o p i n i ons a n d  reac t i o n s  regard ing 
Anarchy. I n  the f u t u re ,  ho we ver, 
we' d app re c  l a te it i f  l etters were 
kept to a m a x imum l eng th o f  
one s i ng l e- spac ed typed page, or 
t wo doub l e- spa c e d  t yp e d  pa g es 
[ a b o u t  o n e - th i rd to o n e - ha l f  the 
l en g th o f  D i a na' s l e t t e r ) ,  u n l ess 
they are v e r y  conc i se l y  wr i t t e n  
a n d  t h e  p o i n t s  t o  be made cannot 
p o ss i b l y  be c o m p re s s e d  i nto such 
a l en g th .  An y t h i n g  l on g er.  i n  
g e n e ra l ,  w i l l  b e  c o n s i de r e d  f or 
p o ss i b l e  i nc l us i o n  as an a r t i c l e . 

Tha t sa i d, D i ana's l etter seems 
to me t o  pe r f ec t l y  i l l ustrate one 
o f  the po i nt s  I made in my or i ­
g i n a l rep l y  t o  t h e  q u es t i o n  o f  
m y  pos i t i o n  o n  " a n i ma l  r i g ht s . "  
Tha t is,  her " I ' m  s o  supe r i o r •  
m o r e  I i s t  i c  tone a n d  a r g umen t s  
p ro v i d e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a mp l e  o f  
t h e  t ype o f  d is co u rse we c a n  
a l m ost a l w a y s  e x pe c t f ro m  those 
who e n t hus l a s t  l e a  1 ly errbrace the 
myst i f i c a t i o ns of m or a l i ty, ideo­
l og y  and the red he r r i n g  concept 
o f  " r i g hts . "  

S he se e ms i ncapa b l e  o f  ta l k ing 
ab o ut he r o wn p re f e re n c e s  an d  
e x pe r i e n c es, te r  o wn re l at ionships 
end des i re s , R a t h e r ,  she is i n fa­
t u a t e d  w i th a mora l ist ic ca l cu l us  
w hi c h  re q u i res a "j ust i f i c a t o r y  
app a ra t us •  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u nc t i o n !  
T h i s  t yp e  o f  esse n t i a l l y  a uthor i­
ta r i a n  d is co u rse d e m a n d s  tha t 
e v e r y o n e  f a l l  In l i n e  b e h i n d i ts 
d ic ta t es ,  I ts c l a im to un iversa l ity 
is mere l y  a c l ev er l y  d i sg u i se d  
a t t e mpt a t m a n  i pu l a t  i n g  o t h e r  
p e o p l e' s  f e e l i n g s  o f  g u i l t. i nse­
c u r i t y, a n d  a l i ena t i on .  I nstead of 
t r a n spa r e n t  c o rrm u n i c e t i o n  w i th 
o t h e r  pe o p l e  wt'D a r e  s e e n  as 
[ a t  l ea s t  p o t e n t i a l l y ] w h5 1 e  per­
sons, I t  ta l ks do wn to us as 
tho u g h  we a r e  I n c ap a b l e  of ever 
k n o w i n g  o u r  o wn m i n d s  a n d  
d e s  i res,  o r  e v e r  understa n d ing 

Let·ters 
News To Me 

by Toni Otter 
Ho w often do I read ne wspaper art icles that tell  me 

what to think? I ' m  amused and ang ered by the mainstream 
med ia' s attempt to cond ition my responses. After a Marine 
was k idnapped , I read · a typically pathet ic editorial which 
fai led once again to convince me I sho uld d ie f or the 
Pentagon .  

A Scripp' s Howard N e ws  Service ( SH) editorial piblished 
in the 2-19- 88 Columbia Missourian is concerned with the 
kidnapping in Lebanon of Lt . Co l .  W i l l iam Higg ins . SH 
says I must be insu lted and frustrated by the kidnEJWing . 
I ' m  j ust amazed this Marine was f oo l ish eno ugh to go to 
Lebanon . Not long ago the US Navy was she lling the · 
co untry. Why should Lebanese trust a Marine ? 

Higg ins , writes SH, was part of a UN peacekeeping 
force . What cred ib i l it y  has a Marine, not or ious f or mur­
dering Third World people, as part of a peace mission? 
The Marines do not k eep peace . They wage war f or the 
US government, which supports the Israe li governmen t ,  
which rec ent ly devastated Lebanon, which no w endures 
UN troops . The Lebanese may f ind it bitter, or well-plan­
ned ,  that the UN and Marines , ab·sent while Israel attacked 
Lebanon, are no w very present and concerned to keep 
peace . 

SH seems intent to whip up war hysteria. ( Is war good 
for those woo finance SH?) It points out Higg ins was 
kidnapped by He zbo l lah, which al leged l y  has pro-Khomeini 
bias . The brilliant ded uct ion then follows that the US gov­
ern ment should tum "up the he at" on Iran and Syria, but 
is vague as to ho w. Would SH suggest a Marine corrmando 
raid? 

Khomeini is, o f  course, a terrorist , tho ugh not as dan­
gero us as any US pres ident in recent hist ory, if on ly 
because he has far less power . The ed itor ial conveniently 
fai ls to remind us that US corporate demand for Iranian 
o il and support f or the Shah set the stage f or Khomeini . 
If SH were ind ignant over US government terror ism, at 
home and abroad , its cry against Khomeini m ight be less 
hypocr itica l .  SH would do better to critique Pat Robertson 
and Jerry Falwell  than manufacture a ho ly war against 
He zbo llah. 

SH conc ludes its ed itorial by attempt ing to shame us . 
It re minds us Teddy Roose velt ( TR) would tum " ov er in 
his g rave" if he kne w we were so ft on kidnappers . Of 
course, we all  remember TR. People throughout the world 
felt his big st ick, espec ially during his 1901-09 presidency. 
In his book 'lbe Winning of the West, TR wrote,  " The 
most ultimat e ly righteous of all  wars is a war with sa­
vages" which thus supp ressed the " red, b lack, an d  ye l lo w 
abor iginal o wners" of much of the globe in favor o f  "the 
dominant world races . "  The Filipinos strugg l ing against a 
bloody U . S .  military oc c upat ion TR des cr ibed as "savages 
and barbarians , a wild and ignorant people, ,Apaches, Sioux, 
Chinese box ers . "  TR eventually won a Nob e l  Peace Prize. 

It is TR's memory SH invokes as a guide for dec isive 
act ion and which the Missourian chooses t o  revive in the 
int eres t ,  no doubt, o f  obj ect ive j ournalism. 'Ile Missourian 
is published by what some cons ider the best j ourna lism 
schoo l in the U. S .  

If Canada invaded the U. S ., i f  the U . S . S . R .  were very 
support ive of Canada and, once the U. S .  was in shambles, 
if Sov iet sold iers were stat ioned in St . Louis to keep 
peac e ,  would many Misso urians be insu lted or f rustrated 
if these sold iers were kidnapped? Cons cio us ly or not ,  
Higg ins made bad dec isions . He chose to become a Marine 
and he went to Lebanon .  The Israe li invas ion, effectively 
U. S . - financed, lef t  so many victims it must be haM for 
even Lebanese woo oppose kidnapping to shed tears for 
the tragically ignorant Marine . Higg ins and others like 
him will be better o ff once they figure out what SH, 
Uncle Sam and the Marines have done to the ir heads . 

If SH int ended to inf lame my macho ,  paranoid inp.dses, 
it fail ed .  I don' t hate the Arabs or Pers ians . I' m not 
f rustrated because a Marine was k idnapped . What I am is 
more determined than ever to expose the l ies and murder­
ous confus ion o f  ne ws agencies and governments which 
support war in the name o f . peac e ;  which mold publ ic 
opinion for bloody po wer and po int less p ro f i t .  

the c o mp l e x i t y  o u r  o wn re l at i on­
sh i ps w i th a n i me l s-- hu man a n d  
no n - human . 

P e r c e p t  I v e  re a d e r s  w i 1 1  ha v e  
a l re a d y  re a l i z ed tha t I am i n  no 
w a y  I n  f a v o r  o f  the hu man b r u­
te I i z a t  i o n  o f  non- hu man an i me l s  
[j us t  a s  I a m  a b ho r r e d  b y  the 

e q ua l l y w i desp re a d  br uta l i zat ion 
o f  human an i ma l s] . My v i e w  o f  
n a t u r e ,  e n d  w he t  c o n s t i t u t e s  
n a t u re I hu man beha v iors. t'D wever, 
is vast l y  d i f f e re n t  f ro m  D iana' s. 

As I sta t e d  or i g i na l l y, my p re ­
f e r e n c e  i s  f or a I I  an i m a l s  t o  run 

Continued on next page 
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free, including human animals. 

Dl'mesticatlon of all animals is 

repugnant to me, though I am 

will Ing to I lve with a certain 

level of the most humanly useful 

types of animal domestication. If 

you would I Ike to receive a more 

deta i le d  response to Diana's 

letter, write to Anarchy. and 

send me a self-addressed. stamped 

envelope. 

And Ton i repli es 

Diaf'!1J, I share your concerns 

for animals, though we have our 

differences. I did not preview 

Lev's orig ina I response to the 

Republ lean. Why did you presume 

I did? I do not understand a 11 
your imag inst Ive interpretation 

of Lev's barely articulated views. 

For example, he says animals 

should run Free and you incor­

rectly conclude he is against 

neuter Ing pets. You may have 

more in common with Lev than 

you realize. 

F.arth First! 

Hey! 
Thanks for a copy o f  Q .... 

Contrary to the impress ion you 
may be gett ing from Fifth l'Btate 
( which I also subscr ibe to) &: 
other sourc es,  there really  are 
people within Earth First! who 
c a n  think for themse lves !  In 
fact, many of us are quite t ired 
of al l  the crap that's been ap­

pearing in the � First! Journal 
as o f  lat e .  I've j ust decided not 
to fight it--1 find it much more 
!ul!illing &: valuable to coocmtrate 
my energy on developing other 
methods o f  commwtication, organ­
izat ion, fund raising, etc ., than 
to try to chang e what is already 
supposed to be on our side! I 'd  
rather argue with "them" than 
"us ." So I l ike your paper--here's 
3 buc ks .  

Enclosed are a few o f  m y  
recent f lyers . This summer we're 
go ing to wage a f u l l-blo wn pro­
paganda war on the Forest Service 
here . By f a l l, no one wil l  be 

able to believe an ything that' s  
posted o n  a Forest Service bulle­
tin board-no matter how "official" 
it looks! 

Hey, did you hear? We j ust 
shut down the B. C. government's 
plans t o  kil l  200 wolves from 
he licopters this winter! 15 of us 
went up there to intervene if 
the kill started . It' s a long stay 
but the y f inally  bac ked off. 'Ire 
best part was occupying the 
Environment Minister' s office. I 
got to ta lk to Canad ian &: U . S .  
Teee Veee &: sa y  outrageous things 
while sitt ing in the Minister' s 
chair with my feet on his desk!  
And we weren' t even taken to 
j ai l! 

Why work when you can cause 
trouble for the system instead?! 

M.J., Bellingham, WA. 
P. S .  Hey! Do you kno w others 
who like to put out flyers &: 
s imilar propaganda who would be 
interested in do ing regular flyer 
exchang es? I 'm always on the 
lookout for ne w ideas &: I love 
to see what others are up t o .  
There are quite a few "hip" folks 
here in Be l l ingham, but very few 
who do this t ype of stuf f .  Most 
of the other f lyers around to wn 
are so banal it makes me s ick.  
Hopefully as m ine get better 
they' 11 inspire others . 

Ever since 

Dear Columbia League anarchists, 
I pic ked up your ne wspaper, 

Weekly · World Anarchy ( #13), 
about a year ago and have enjoyed 
it ever since.  My comp liments to 
your paper--! hope you re lease 
man y more . I was part icularly 
interested in the "shantyto wn" 
art icl e  because it was appropriate 
to so man y  pro-divest ment acti­
v it ies that have taken place 
here . The University o f  Texas 
with $880 million invested in 
South Africa stands as the largest 
university investor in the U . S .  
16  U. T.  students t ook over the 
univers ity pres ident' s off ice 20 
October 1986, and have become 
the first student protesters to 
be sentenced to j ail time. Their 
case is present ly in the appeal 
process •• • •  

HEM EMBER, TO MAKE IT WORK 
WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

Clearcut logging. Strip mining. Cattle grazing. 
The process of transforming a living forest into a stream of 

commodities. Resources to be exploited. Profit for the taking. 
It was easy once and no one complained. 

With everyone so dependent on a timber company paycheck and 
distracted by their jobs, how could they? 

These days, however, people are questioning our plans. 
And putting up resistance. 
So we grant limited reforms and make token concessions. 

While hundreds of _species and entire eco-
systems are being obliterated altogether. 

You see, at the Forest Service, we know 
that the best way to 
render opposition harmless 
is to make it a part of 
our system. 

So send us a letter. 
But hurry, the time 

for public comment is al-
most over. 

Is the newspaper your onl y  
proj ect? I would b e  interested 
in hearing more about the work 
of C. A. L. I work with a local 
organ i zat ion called I::emocracy in 
Academia . Presently we are work­
ing on a St . Patricks Day ral ly 
in solidarity with the res istance 
in Northern Ire land and a May 
Day rally also . We have been 
strugg l ing for over a year and a 
hal f  to keep a shan t y  on campus 
despite numerous attacks f rom 
right wing groups and official 
bureaucrac y. 

Yours in struggle, 
S .G. ,  Austin, TX. 

No wasted words 
Hi Lev, 

••• I thank you f or sending As 
We See It!; a most concise and 
art ic ulate review of anarchy. It's 
always d iff icult to explain the 
basic meaning of anarchy. It's 
not so s imple to define such a 
foreign field of thought, conpared 
to stat ist ideals.  But def init ion 
is merely thte first step to revo­
lut i o n . And sure enough, we 
have a multiplicity and di.plicity 
of anti-social/civil izat ion/state 
def initions. So much so that the 
vast maj ority of "anti-authoritar­
ians" have become litt le more 
than ind ividual po lit icos do ing 
nothing more than e xpress ing a 
be lief or opinion . A l l  of which 
fal ls within the purv iew of the 
state, is accepted as a part o f  
the mac hine, and made sterile 
because the ideo logy, opinions, 
be l iefs, are devoid of ac tion. In 
a sense, we have become eni>roil­
ed in def ini tions in much the 
same way as lawyers and courts 
hammer a way at la ws .  Therefore, 
they become one and the same 
within the system. 

Thus, an y f u rther writ ing 
about what alread y  has been 
d is cussed over and over ad infi­
nitum, wil l  onl y  cont inue the 
process of state incorporat ion. 
What those of us, who have by 
cho ice left the general an ti-au­
thoritarian milieu, seek is t o  go 
beyond the def initions and form 
a plan of act ion •••• What has stop­
ped the anarchist and ant i-au­
thoritarian ideology from �­
ing is the lac k  o f  a plan .  When 
speaking to fairly l ibertarian ­
m inded ind iv iduals, I commonl y  
hear about ho w n i c e  anarchy 
so unds-- but what' s  the plan? 
Ho w to reach for i t .  

Well, there's the o ld evolu­
t ionary theory-eventually every­
one wil l  get a ware and it will 
s imply hawen in time. I personally 
view this as hogwash in terms 
of my own life . Were we inter­
ested in having anarchy for the 
next generation, we would parti­
cipate in our chilren's l ives in 
much the same way as the found­
ing fathers of the U. S. constitu­
t ion have ruled our l ives f ro m  
such a t ime an d  d istance . I f  we 
d es ire anarchy f or ourse lves ,  
then w e  m us t  make it .  For us .  
And then our children can choose 
f or themse lves --and it wil l  be 
much easier a cho ice, because 
we wil l  have made it avai lable  
as a choice--something we don' t  
have i n  o u r  present l ives . 

And so, because the words 
and termino logy of anarchy and 
an t i-authority have become a 
fad in this civil izat ion of today; 
because those terms have lost 
the ir mean ing as a source o f  
ideo log ical and physical changes; 
I, for one, will  distance myse lf  
f rom the milieu, and seek f or 
those ind ividua ls who are not 

>----Dust nevn --� 

they ca l l  It a Dust Devil 

Its tall twlrls 
across the Sonoran 

whips ttrough the mesquite 
thicket 

sways the saguaro 

upends Dix le cups 
as It gathers momentum 

to dUf'l1l Its load 
or sand 

In my eye 

Sheryl L. Nelms 
POB 31505 
Tucson. AZ.. 05751-1505 

onl y  abl e  to talk, but can an d  
wil l  do, as wel l .  As I am, as I 
have l ived throughout my life •••• 

Anarchy is a good term-- it 
ref lects my understanding o f  
what I perceive to b e  a good 
way to conduct a society within 
which I may function as an indi­
vidual. The def inition is made­
we know what anarchy can be . 
No w let's get beyond the defini­
t ion and resolve to br ing it 
about •••• 

So my on l y  problem with 
contribut ing to Anarchy is that 
I don' t wish t o  see my words 
wasted, argued over, but not 
producing action. I enjoy Anarchy. 
It's highly entertaining, education­
al, and inspirat iona l  •••• I respect 
and appreciate your ded icat ion 
and act ions . I do think more can 
be done-- but a step at .a time.  
You do keep the ideas a wake 
an d  avai lable, no small thing . 

Smash rea l ity for real! 
In f riendship, 

A. N., F lorence,  AZ. 

"Attention please" 

"Attent ion please" 28 yr.  o ld 
an ark, incarcerated ( P.O. W.) Last 
10 years, Needs your letters and 
ass istance! No Family, friends 
( in prison also, or dead ) ,  or 
outside contac ts. Confined in 
" isolat ion" with no funds f or 
bas ic necessities, or an attorney 
to ass ist with my enormous legal 
battles. Need l etters of encou­
ragement, free-world contac ts, 
v is its, read ing mater ial,  photos, 
donat ions. I need a l ife l ine and 
a kind word-- I'm sinking! 

Write: Michael J. Stotts 
No. 17829-034 
Box 1000 
Talladega, AL 35 160 

P. S .  S .A . S .E.  if you write, please! 

Great disappointment 

Dear Lev, 
After receiving the first issue 

o f  my subscr ipt ion to Anarchy, 
I must confess it was a great 
d isappointment. 

Rather than being an inte lli­
gent overview of Bakunin's theory 
of " ••• the abol ition of the state," 
.Anarchy has turned out to be 
j us t  another f or um f or the dis­
enchanted :  fi l led with cant and 
sophistry, Anarchy contains no­
thing but invectives against so­
c iety. 

The pamphlet As We See It!, 
on the other hand,  was excellent. 
But its metaphysical arguments 
concerning human subj ectiv it y  
an d  "alienation," like a l l  argumm.ts 
based on metaphysics, "d iffer in 
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k ind"--they have no applicat ion 
to the physical world. "'Ire State" 
as Adolf Hit ler ridiculed ,  " is 
cons idered rather as something 
which has resulted from economic 
nec ess ity, or at best, the natural 
out come of the play o f  political 
f orces and impulses. n Hit ler felt 
that it was the voUdsch concept 
which formed the basis of the 
state, and as we all kno w, Hitler 
was right! 

Again,  your met aphys i c al 
criticism of the nation-state, 
with the observation that " we 
are f orced to l ive, work and die 
according to the d ictates of 
hierarchical organizations "ignores 
Hitler's observat ion on the peo­
p les' ability to res ist authority 
( the Weimar Republic) and work 
t o g ether in one homogenous 
group consensus . It is the em­
phasis of "not f ollo wing leaders" 
which makes anarchy so ig>ealing 
in this s ituation. 

Another fallac y within your 
publication is the strong Marxist 
and communist tone contained in 
the writing of Anarchy. Why? 
Anarchists tend to be more free 
thinking than any advocate of 
the left. Yet Anarchy seems to 
be sympathetic to communist 
collectivizat ion but host ile to 
c apitalist enclosurement. Why 
not attack both? 

Anyways Lev, I will continue 
to subscribe to your period ical 
and glean the parts that seem 
to confor m  with an actual sense 
of an archy. 1bank you! 

Sincerely, 
B.G., Bost on, MA. 

Lev responds 

S o r r y  t o  he ar Anarchy Is 
such a d i sappo lntment to yo u, 
b u t  yo u sho u l d  rea I i z e  that, 
tho ugh Baku n i n  was a very i m­
portan t f i g ure in the h i story of 
t he deve l opment o f  anarchi st 
theory an d pract ice, the anarchist 
trad i t i on adm Its a hug e  n umber 
o f  d ispara te strand s  into i ts 
midst . This Is beca use, uni Ike 
thoee mov emen ts w hich can c laim 
to der i v e  f ro m  some dogma [like 
Chr ist ian i ty, Budd h i sm, Marx ism 
or Naz i i sm) the anarc h i st idea Is 
relat i v e l y  unrestr icted by ideolo­
g i ca l deman d s  for orthodoxy. 

I have to adm It ttist I f Ind 
your crit i c i sms o f  o u r  "metaphy­
s i cs I" arg umen ts pu z z l ing. s ince 
no metaphys le was i n tended, end 
I fa i I to understan d what you 
m i ght mean by yo ur see m ingly 
i d io syncrat i c  use of th i s  word . 
I t would seem to me to be crystal 
cl ear that our us e of the word 
"al ienat ion." for exaf1llla. prec isely 
avo i ds any metephyslca l specula­
t lon regard ing any sort of sup­
posed onto l og lca l essence of h.r 
manlty w hich might ba a l lenetecl. 
Dur ana l ysis adheres c l ose l y  to 
the demands of a nonmetaphyslcal, 
d ia l ec t  lea I , soc lal  an d histor i ca l  
e x a m inat ion o f  the pheno menon 
or sl lena t  Ion. 

I 'm sure most peo p l e  wou ld 
a g ree w i th me that It i s  qu lte 
do ubtfu l t hat H i t ler  was "r i g ht" 
re gard Ing anyth ing but his under­
stand ings of the pract i ca l  demands 
o f  organ i z ing and runn i n g  a 
reac t i onary socia l movement .  a 
tota l i tar ian state. and at l east 
in the f i rst stages ,  a wor l d  war. 
That he ac t ua l l y  understood the 
theoret i ca I bases of h i s  ab I I i ty 
to man i pu l ate masses of peop l e  
through a u t hor i tar ian inst itut i ons 
an d i deolog ies Is q u i te unl ike ly. 

Anarchy i s  sympa the t i c  w i th 
a n t  I-au t h o r  i tar Ian [sma l I 'c') 
corrmunist co l l ectivizat i on, a l ong 
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with the minority tra dition o f  
I ibertar  Ian Mar xists [though we 
certain l y  don't agree with a l l  of  
their positions). Ho wever, Anarchy 
Is very critic a l o f  all the main­
st r e a m  aut h o r i t a rian Marx 1st 
m o v e m e n t s-- Rus s Ian, Chinese , 
Yugo s l av Ian, Cuban, and Nicara­
guan Inc l uded. But at  the sa me 
time, we try to k eep a sense o f  
p ro por t i o n  in mind w ten we 
spe a k  a bout those of ttese move­
ments und er d lre c t  a t tack by 
Imper ia I 1st mll  lta ry f orces orga­
n i zed,  d irei::ted,  an d  funded by 
the U . S. governmen t .  In the 
sa me way, w ten we spe a k  of · 

Afghanist a n ,  it is impor tant to 
cond e mn first o f  all, the mani­
pu l ation o f  the situation by Rus­
sian and U. S .  imperialiSTI. before 
get ting do wn to the l ev e l  of 
critic i z ing the authorita rianism 
o f  the res I sta n c e  g roi..ps,  though 
this is impor tant,  too . 

It should be remembered also 
tha t,  though we ere quite syrrpa­
t hetic with anti-authorita rian 
coope r a tive, collectivist, commu­
nita rian, and communist move­
ments, we are also quite insistent 
on tha need f or a d e f ense of the 
Ind ividua l and her/his desire s .  

I ho p e  this clarifies some o f  
the quest ions y otlv e raised, 

Questioning Knabb 
Dear Anarchy, 

Con c erning issue 15, Ken 
Knabb's essay is in many respects 
excellent. M consider this state­
ment:  "There is nothing intrin­
sically masculine, for example, 
about writing; women are going 
to have to learn ho w to do it if. 
they don' t want to remain impo­
tent ." Ken wrote this about 10 
years ago . If he rewrote it today, 
would he change this sentence? 
Would he replace in the essay 
the g eneric "he" with "s/ he"? 
Are there other changes he might 
make in the essay? I invite Ken 
to respond to Anarchy. 

In the upper right hand corner 
of p. 13 , the word "denigration" 
is us ed .  Denigrate means literally 
"to blac ken ." It thus promotes the 
simplistic notion that black is 
·bad and by implication that white 
is good . In a world as racist as 
ours, I suggest substituting "de­
famation" or other synonyms for 
the word denigration. Why stig­
matize the beautiful color black? 

T.O., Columbia, MO. 

Recycled huq>h 

" Albanian National Anthem" 

Alba-a-ania, Alba-ania!, the freest 
of nations in the world! 

Alba-a-ania, Alba-ania!, march 
forward with thy red f lag 
unfurl' d! 

No thoughts we allo w, but that 
of Olairman Mao, 

for what is right is right, 
Alba-a-ania, Albe.-ania!, the nation 

of glory and light! 
We dedicate ourse lves to Enver 

Hoxha, leader o f  all  Albania, 
with the he lp of the Chinese 

people, 
we shall  defeat revisionist Russia! 
Communism's defender! We shall  

not surrender! For we· are in 
the right! 

Alba-a-ania, Albe.-ania! the nation 
01'. glory and of light! 

No w that I've gotten through 
typing my little jingle, rm curious 
what your source was 1'.or my 
address. Since you have the new 
zip code for my P . O. Hole,  it 

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed 

must be o f  fairly recent origin­
did you get it f ro m  Factsheet 
Five, or from somewhere else?  
Not that this particularly bothers 
me--I'm just curio us .  

As for your paper, it doesn' t 
cause me so much pleasure or 
outrage, so much as it strikes 
me as rec ycled humph, covering 
essentially the same territory 
over and over again, without 
really accomplishing anything . 
It's not so much that I want to 
hurt your fee lings,  but I must 
point this out :  that having tasted 
of the Marvelous,  I cannot go 
bac k to the intellectual sawdust 
which is what even the best 
writing in this and other "@nar­
chist" papers is , j ust as a cat 
who has tasted of good tuna 
wil l  not without much yo wling 
go bac k to "C. A. L. Can." 

Even in its senes cence and 
dec line, small tidbits from the 
Cllurch of the SubGenius pack 
more punch than long-winded 
artic les on "reified" and "non­
reified" religion; just an y one 
page at random from 1be Book 
of the SubGenius kicks more ass 
than years of these papers put 
together.  

The Marcuse de Sade still 
manages to get in a le1'.t hook 
with a right curve at the )11erile 
puffery emmitted by "Deke Ni­
hilson," however, one page f rom 
I !eel a Clliliasm by Bob Black 
disembo wels the above-mentioned 
drivel so much more e1'.fectively 
than can box 11331, tho ugh I 
hear what he's saying . 

Suggestion: Bribe Bob Black 
with money into writing something 
for your paper, even if it's hate 
letters putting you do wn ,  such 
as this. I might buy your paper. 
I don' t really care about his 
love life-well, actually I am con-

. cerned in a way, but that won' t 
stop me f ro m  searching for his 
stu1'.f regardless of the merits , 
and there definitely are 2 sides 
to the mess in Bost on , not with­
standing Bob's apparent bitterness 
and seemingly Quixotic aspect of 
the unpleasantries . 

In closing: The di1'.ference 
bet ween 11331 and 11551 is not 
so much that bet ween "Good" 
and " Evil," as between "'insurrec­
tionary' Oy" and insurrectionary 
j oy. Where is Popular Reality 
when we truly need it? Chairman 
Good Frop rules! 

In the name of  "Ba' ab, 
the Merciful, the Benevolent , 

L. N . ,  Sacramento, CA. 

In Lev's defense 

Than ks for writing . We always 
app recia t e  in te res t  Ing er I tic ism. 
However, It's too bad you have 
so little patienc e  for discussions 
o f  I lbera tory the o ry, thoug h I'm 
su re yotlre not alone In [jus ti­
f iablyl finding our last Issue a bit 
on the "long -win d ed "  and repeti­
tive side. I'm a f raid tha t some­
times it's just the p rice one has 
to pay f or g et ting into a subject 
In some depth.  

Simila r l y, the re is a p rice 
pa i d  by your " Marv elous" Church 
of the SubGenius f or. its o wn 
approach- their p rice seems to 
b e  a l a c k  o f  coherence w hich 
can rathe r  rapidly approach tota l 
boredom f ro m  my o wn poin t-o f­
v le w. Whereas, on f I rst exposure 
I'm su re man y peop l e  find Sub­
Gen lo Id ra n t s  a n d  co I I a g es  to be 
just the tonic they needed for 
tha t bor Ing a f t e rnoon a t  schoo I 
or at work, a f t e r  just a f e w  
more exposu res t h e  joke o ften 
begins t o  wear a lit t l e  too thin 

to sus tain a n y  in t erest, exc ept 
f or a f e w  t rue-Believers, o f  
course. Altho ug h, for so me  people 
the joke c a n  prov e to be so 
o ff -the-wall as to evoke no reac­
tion at a l l  from the word "go .• 
And then a gain, the welcome 
g iven to Jo hn Zerzan's ra ther 
mild criticisms of the h:lly Durch 
[o f the SubGen I us] In one of tte 
last issues of Popular Reality 
s u rely prov ed tha t there are 
some ra ther st u f f ed shir ts even 
within the SubGenio id hiera rc hy 
w ho themselves c an't ta k e  a 
joke-or a little incisive criticism. 

This isn't to say tha t we 
have the "right"--or tha t you 
ha ve the " wrong''-style, ho wever. 
Dif f e re n t  people have diff erent 
tastes.  This over l y  lndust r la I 
wor l d's alre a d y  bo ring enough 
without deman ding that everyone 
p re f er the same approa c h  to 
radic a l critiqu e .  Persona l ly, I 
thin k they're a l l  ra ther impo­
verished and g en e ra l ly poo rly 
conceived, thoug h tha t doesn't 
stop me from doing the best I 
can to he Ip try to improv e the 
a v era g e .  

Than ks f or your [rela tively 
w e l  I-m ea nin g?) "su g g es tion . "  
Yotld have n o  way o f  kno wing, 
of course, but we have a l read y  
rep rinted a coup l e  of Bob Black's 
better piec es in the past, "The 
Abel it ion of Wor k" a n d  "Let us 
Pre y . •  No n eed to " b ribe" 
him wren his stu f f  ls a I ready 

Reprint no problem 

Dear Lev, 
Thanks for send ing me the 

issue 01'. Anarchy. De lighted to 
see it, and very pleased that 
you reprinted the article. About 
reprinting, no problem; any time 
you like, the more the better . I 
definite ly think it is worthwhile. 
There are a lot of people "out 
there," and it is very hard to 
reach them, so every means one 
can develop are al l to the good. 
Thanks very much for your kind 
words, which, be lieve me, I very 
much appreciat e--and thanks 
even more for whit you are do ing. 
That' s what really matters . 

Best, 
Noam· Chomsky, Cambridge, MA. 

Greek anarchists 

Dear Lev, 
I was most interested in your 

essay on anarchism in Greece 
which derived from your contact 
with Greek anarchists .  I don' t 
kno w much about this topic but 
I was surprised to see the 1890s 
listed as the start of the anarchist 
movement . Seems late. I do know 
that while doing research on the 
IWW I came acroos the information 
that the m odern Mexican labor 
movement had its beginning in 
the mutualist societies organized 
in the 1860s by student followers 

SOME CALL IT DEVASTATION. 
WE CALL IT MANAGEMENT. 
AT THE FOREST SERVICE, WE CREATE THE EUPHEMISMS 
THAT OBSCURE THE DIFFERENCE. 

SO YOU'LL ACCEPT IT. 

BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT EVEN THE BEST 
PLANS WILL FAIL, 

IF PEOPLE RESIST TOO MUCH. 

� � 

ad parody 

out there f or everyone to [with 
his blessing) steall It's too bad 
there a ren't a few more both 
inte l ligent and entertain Ing wrlta'S 
a r ou nd, t houg h e v en Blac k's 
style [as well  as his too o ften 
Intolerant ac tivities) definite ly 
gets a l it t le old at  times . And 
as for Popular Real lty, w hi l e  it 
occasionally pub I isted some good 
stuff.  it con tained its sha re o f  
small-p rint,  big-ego drivel, too.  
Persona 11 y.  I don't  rea 11 y miss it 
tha t  much. 

So don't worry about "h.Jrting 
our feeling s," just try Improving 
your o wn approac h. It could use 
it as much as any o f  the rest l 

of the immigrant Greek anarchist 
Plotino Rhodakanaty. Much as 
I've tried to find out more about 
him and his origins ,  I've mainly 
come up blank. The reference is 
f rom John M. Hart, "Anarchist 
Thought in Nineteenth Century 
Mexico," unpublished PhD, UCLA, 
1 970.  

Other information which is 
odd is to  state the founding of 
the Greek Communist Party as 
one of the major reasons the 
anarchists were eclipsed . This 
suggests anarchists can' t face 
competition . More important ly, 
ho wever, in Greece there was a 
group called the archivo marxists 
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Letters 
who never affiliated with the 
3rd International even tho they 
thought of themse lves as s�r­
ters o f  Bolshevism. 1he!� in 
1'.act,  struggled with the regular 
CP for more than a decade and 
were larger and more influential 
until the mid-1930s . 1hey were 
eventually destroyed by a coni>i­
nation o f  police and CP pressures. 
The remnant went over to the 
Trotskyist movement in the late 
1 9 3 0 s . Trotsky himse lf wrote 
that the Greek section o f  the 
4th Int . was second in size only 
to the Russian section. I have 
come across a lot of this material 
while reading in the Poulos O:>l­
lection, Tamiment Library, NYU, 
which has original doc uments 
and newspapers . 

I wrote the above onl y  to 
contribute to the search for 
more understanding of the radical 
tradition in Greece. My irrpression 
is that the Greek left has an 
incomplete sense of  its o wn  his­
tory. Any enlightenment would 
be helpful .  I also think you are 
far too simplistic to say EAM­
ELAS eliminated mild social ists. 
The opposite is true. 1rey forged 
a g en uine popu lar front and 
brought in many liberals and 
socialists .  There were struggles 
with other supposedly left gro1.p3 
but that's a murky hist ory and 
the CP is not simply a villain in 
that affair. 

Given all the above, I think 
the revival of anarchism during 
the junta period is quite extraor­
dinary.  One wonders exac t ly 
where the roots were: from stu­
dents who went west to Ita ly 
and Germany or from native 
sources or just what? I look 
forward to future installments 
on this t opic . My sense is tilat 
developments since the 1970s are 
much easier to document and 
fol low. 

Enclosed find a $6 sub . Send 
me any back issues from the 
past year and put the rest toward 
future issues . 

Also enc losed is part of a 
series I've been writing for a 
Greek-Am.erican paper . 

For the liberation of us all,  
D.G. ,  Brooklyn,  NY . 

Picked up 

Dear folks , 
I just picked up a copy of 

Anarchy #14 at Salt o f  the Earth 
Records.  I read it and enjoyed 
it thoro ughly. I then went to 
the Community Grocery and was 
pleasant ly surprised-I had never 
heard of the place • • • •  Thanks and 
keep up the 1'.ine work. 

Amicably, 
J.  T . ,  San Antonio, TX. 

Note on letters 
Sorry! I! your letter did 
not appear in this issue, 
it should appear in Anar­
chy #17, which wi ll be 
out in autumn 198 8 .  fue 
to the continuing backlog 
o f  letters and the limi­
tations of space due to 
our costs (as well as 
the backlog o f  other 
material which we could­
n' t include in this issue) , 
many letters had to be 
he ld for the next issue . 
We' ll try t o  expand the.­
letters column in the 
next issue to catch up. 
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