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BUILDING THE MASTER RACE; 
Israel searches for the final solution 

to the Arab problem 
[Author' s note: The following art icle 
might be highly off ens ive to some 
people of Je wish ancestry. Too bad , 
I' m finding it highly o ff ens ive .to 
hear so many people trying to ration
alize the rac ist and ultimately Nazi
esque polic ies of the state of Israel.] 

"They are dogs. 'Ibey have no 
business in our coWltry. Let them 
get out or take the consequences.• 

"They breed like animals. If we 
do not remove them from olD' borders 
now, they will overwhelm our cultlU'e 
and our values by their sheer num
bers. • 

"They are not to be trusted. As 
long as they are present among us, 
they will pollute all our eftorts to 
build a nation and a people.• 

These are sent iments being voiced 
by man y good and decent Israelis win 
are concerned that the ir  eff orts to  
build a home land for  God' s chosen 
people are be ing thwarted by the 
presence of an inferior rac e. 

"Israel needs Lebensraum" ( room 
to live) , they say,  echoing the words 
of  a German leader o f  the past. " We 
must so lve this Arab problem so that 
Israel can fulfi ll its great destiny." 

Despi te Israel' s s incere efforts to 
bring the bless ings o f  civilization to 
them, the Arabs have persisted in 
their d iabolical re l igio us p rac t ices 
that reported l y  inc l ude drinking the 
blood of  newborn Je wish bab ies and 
plot t ing with internat ional bankers 
to undermine the Israeli economy. 
Worse than that ,  the y have re fused 
to subm it to voluntary sterilizat ion 
and cont inue to have obscene numbers 
o f  babies which the y can not possibly 
care for ,  and theref or e ,  obv iously 
plan to use to drain the reso urces 
o f  already ov erburdened Israel i  tax
payers . 

The Je wish people have always 
been kno wn ,  and wi th good reason , 
as a humanitar ian rac e ,  but there 
are l imits even to our benevo lence. 
We are forced to confront so me  plain 
fac ts , one of  which is that Arabs, 
whi le superficially appearing to re
se mble us, are no t possessed of  the 
same degree of human worth as we, 
the chosen people are. If ,  theref ore, 
we perceive them as a cancer in our 
midst , we must not be hindered by 
false sent imentality in our efforts to 
root them out. 

We are not heart less people, and 
any such c l eansing of our land should 
take plac e  as humane ly as poss ible. 
But it sho u ld a lso be as eff ic ient as 
poss ib l e .  The c urrent prac tice of  
dai ly  beating and shoot ing o f  a few 
Arabs at  random is  lac king on  both 
ac counts , and what's  mor e ,  cre ates a 
bad impress ion in the med ia . Our 
pub lic image has begun to d iminish 
so bad l y  that some Jew-hating radicals 
in our parent- country, the United 
States , are even proposing that Cbn
gress make some red uct ions in the 
meas ly eight mi l l ion dollars a day 
that the t ight- fisted Amer icans be 
grudg ingly spare us. 

We propose , there f ore , a "final 
solution" to this nagging Arab problem, 
The mec han ics of su ch a so lution 

are already in place; much of our Arab 
populat ion currently lives in the 
camps that we have generously pro
vided for them, and other Arab areas 
can be easily cordoned off into walled 
ghettoes. Arabs win presently live 
outs ide such areas should be required 
to wear some sort of ident i fy ing 
mar k, an armband f or example; it 
would also be wise to require that 
they be tattooed with a registrat ion 
number so that the y can be kept 
trac k of unt il such t ime as they also 
can be rese ttled. 

Ev entually, we must face the 
so mewhat unpleasant reality that 
there is simply not eno ugh roo m  in 
our " camps" to house 

· all of our Arab 
populat ion , especially if they continue 
to breed in such excessive numbers. 
Forced sterilizat ion of women o f 
childbearing age is obviously required, 
but beyond that , some populat ion 
reduction measures must be underta
ken. Granted , the use o f  refugee 
camps by the Israeli Air Force for 
bo mbing pract ice has been o f  some 
help, but the number of casualties 
produced is clearly no t j ust ified by 
the costs ,  both, in terms of public 
re lat ions and the necessity of repair
ing damage to the camp' s physical 

fac ilities. 
The bes t  method would be a neat 

and relat ively painless system of mass 
exterminat ion--large-scale gas cham
bers, f or example. This might be 
politically diff icult to irrplernent, of 
course , due to objec tions raised by 
v ar ious bleed ing hearts woo recall 
that in the not too distant past Jews 
themselves were the v ictims o f  such 
a program. More palatable alternatives 
might include us ing large numbers of 
Arabs to work (without protective 
garments) in our nuclear weapons 
industry, or in using them in much
needed med ical research ( in  conjunc
t ion with which, our biological warfare 
experts could conceivably develop an 
AIDS-like virus that at tacks only 
Arabs). 

Adm ittedly, such subj ects are not 
pleasant, but they must be dealt with. 
Israel is a div inely ordained state , 
and its people are a divinely ordained 
m aster race. We have a responsibility 
to ourselv es ,  t o  fut ure generat ions , 
and to God himself to insure that 
o ur gre at Father l and f lourishes in 
ac cordance with His Will. Dest iny 
calls! Tomorro w belongs to us! lvael 
Uber Alles!! - Reprinted from Look
out!, POB 1000 ,  Laytonv ille, CA. 95454 

An Avid interview with Zippy! 
The f ollo wing intervie w took 

plac e after a rally by Ziwy sup
porters at the Cl>lumbia Dilly 'ftibune 
building in downtown Columbia. � 
rally w as  protest ing the Tribune's 
dec is ion to delete Ziwy from its 
comics pages. 

Avid: "Ziwy, how do you feel about 
being drowed f rom the Cl>lumbia 
Daily Tribune comic page?" 

Zippy: " It fre es my t ime f or bons a i  
and Missour i  h a m  curing." 

Avid: "But aren' t you upse t  that 
you f inished last  in the Tribune 
comics readers poll? " 

Zippy: " I' m  on permanent assignment 
to v ac at ion f rom the mid- Mo. 
publ ic eye ! "  

Avid: " Is there anything to which 
you would attr ibut e  your lack of 
populari ty?"  

ZJwy: " Video v i e wing is  no longer 
distrac ted by thought! Evangelical 
v ic e  is much more au courant ! "  

Avid: " Wo uld you do anything differ
ent i f  you had it all to do over?" 

Zippy: " I  would paint myself orange 
with blac k str ipes , grow long 
whiskers, ov ere a t ,  and f ind an 
owner and a little d umb dog 
friend to abuse over and over and 
over ... " 

Avid: " Well, Ziwy, is there anything 
you would like to leave with our 
mid- Misso uri readers?" 

Zippy: " The Columb ia press no longer 
has Zii:py t o  k ic k  around! " 
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Jamaica Queens is no t al ways a 

pretty plac e .  Although to  the north 
there are working- class ho uses , and 
then the estates where Trump and 
Cuomo live [a "developer" and the 
NYC mayor respec tively] , the majority 
of the ne ighborhood-- the largest in 
Ne w York-- cons ists o f  poor hous ing, 
rows o f  burnt-out and abandoned 
build ings, and swamp land . Jamaica 
is full o f  blac ks (predominantly Afri
cans & Hait ians) and ( mostly illegal) 
aliens . Most say that Jamaica is the 
largest African city in America .  

Jamaic a  i s  also the home o f  the 
most AIDS cases in the states , and 
probably in the world . Drugs exist in 
all forms, but the biggest is alcohol. 
Prost itut ion is big, espec ially out of 
the welfare hotels. Illegal aliens live 
as man y  as 30 or 40 to a ho usehold . 

Jamaic a  has been a center o f  
controv ersy bec ause i t  i s  the center 
of the blac k re volut ionary movement. 
The undergro und economy flourishes 
and most ( espec ially the illegals) live 
outside the p redominant system ( al
tho ugh, .man y of the illegals settle 
for slave-like jobs). Recently, there 
has been a gro wingly host ile blac k 
people's movement, mostly in response 
to the years of violence in neighboring 
Howard Beach & Ozone Park, homes 
of the mafia. There has been lots of 
media attention on the "Days of 
Outrage" protests. Lastly, Jamaica 
was our bright hope for a squatter's 
movement. But the pressure's on. 

Police repression in Jamaica has 
been heavy on the illegals and the 
revolutionaries. A man f ro m  Ghana 
was f ramed f or espionage . Rad ical 
centers are aided, set on f i re and so 

&: police 
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forth . Every t ime something happens, 
the police and media justify the 
events by bringing out drugs and by 
playing up Jamaica's reputation as a 
place where you don't go. 

But in reality, the drug problem 
is pretty mild compared to other 
places. Irugs have been the big excuse 
to go into Jamaica and police it 
(mostly by white, "stun-gun" cops). 
And although there is violence ( mo.st 
people are armed), it is nothing com
pared to the police brutality. This 
brut ality is most ly against illegals . 
The y can't report police violence . 
The y're o ft en killed witho ut an y o f  
the fanfare o f  the three people who 
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News in Review 
were killed on the Ur.per East Side 
of Manhattan ( millionaire town). A 
couple of years ago , a man came 
for ward to sho w ho w he was tortured 
by police with stun guns for ho urs . 
After his expose at the 106th prec inct, 
almost t wo hundred blac ks came for
ward with the same tell- tale marks 
on the ir bod ies . 

The other day, a cop f inally got 
blo wn away here . Wh:> knows what the 
ac t ual  circ umstances were . The y 
were staking out a crac k house . It's 
been headl ine news f or a wee k. I 
can't walk do wn the street ;  it's bar
ricaded by cops. All of the empt y 
ho uses will be raided; because o f  
this squatters will b e  ro unded up in 
droves .  They'll sa y that all people 
liv ing in abandoned houses are rurning 
crac k ho uses or shoot ing galler ies . 
These super-rac ist cops will be made 
heroes by the med ia while they round 
up the illegals, arrest the revolut ion
ar ies , and torch the abandoned build
ings . 

Today there were riots. People 
were ro unded-up . I got out o f  here . 
I'm go ing to stay  north for awhile. 
Unfortunately, the nice working class 
section is j us t  as dang ero us .  There 
gangs walk with guns rolled up in 
newspapers. A couple weeks ago, on 
the bus, one guy had a gun, another 
passenger a switchblade, and the 
driver had a gun-- and we all had 
weapons on each other because the 
one guy droi:ped his switchblade (he 
was a white kid from Flushing, wrere 
lots of KKK people live). The other 
day some guy s drove their car up on 
the sidewalk and tried to run me 
down. 

The whites ( wm are coincidentally 
mostly first generation imm igrants) 
justify their weapons and aggression 
on the thought that the blacks are 
gonna come north and mug them. 
The blacks are equally afraid of the 
redneck whites, and often form gangs 
to counter it all. And so, while the 
KKK recruits members, some blacks 
form revolutionary groups, some go 
into gangs; some whites form citizen's 

groups which are nothing more than 
amateur police f orces ••• and rac ial  
tens ion is carr ied on . 

Jamaica ,  Ne w York is j us t  one 
plac e ;  the same thing is happening 
in other cit ies aro und the world. We 
seek a solut ion here that doesn't 
just sustain it all. Protection is need
ed, and we wonder when aggression 
is actually a wise thing. The danger 
comes fro m  all levels; from the black 
population of the city, from the 
white population in the neighboring 
communities, f ro m  the city which 
organizes raids (fun Ward, New York's 
token black police chief-nobody can 
figure out his qualifications-- lives in 
the northern part o f  Jamaica and 
wants to protect the real estate 
value of his ho use), from the citizen's 
gro ups and the o ff ic ial police and so 
on . And if that all doesn't get you, 
the tox ic· wat er and TB will. 

The quest ion o f  violence is espe
cially big right now. Given the situa
t ion, what would ya' 11 do? ( I  don't 
want to mov e and I don't want to 
live in the police state, and I don't 
want to be the only whi te woman 
safe in these parts) . I'd lik e to open 
the discussion on the topics of racism, 
street v iolence and urban problems . 
Anybody? 
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Give chance a piece 
On September 5 th,  1987 an event 

occ urred which may s ignal a break
thro ugh f or the North American 
ant i- war mov ement . Forty yards of  
railroad trac k and t ies serving Con
cord Naval Weapons Stat ion ( CNWS) 
in Port Chicago ,  Cal ifornia were 
torn up by hundreds of protesters 
during and after a rally at Clyde Park, 
adj acent to the CNWS,  inland up the 
Delta east of San Francisco Bay. 

The rally had been called in re
sponse to the callous maiming of ex
Air Force captain and anti-war pacifist 
Brian W illson ,  who had been run 
over the previo us  Tuesday by a mu
nit ions train as he knelt on the tracks 
to protest  the shipment of munit ions 
to war zones in the Pac ific  and,  
especially, to Central Amer ica .  

The Concord Naval Weapons Statioo 
is the only wes t - coast munit ions 
trans-shipment point . Kathy Ibdovitz, 
report ing in the San Francisco Olro
nicle, writes that as of now in "peace
time," ro ughly 100 ,000 tons of muni
t ions arrive by train and truck and 
leave by ship each year . LUring the 
worst o f  the U.S. war against Vietnam, 
100 ,000 tons o f  munit ions might have 
lef t the fac ility per month! 

Miss iles and bombs of all kinds 
pass thro ugh he re ( and are selectively 
tested) bef ore being sent on f or use 
in war situat ions . Today, about 80 96 
of  the munit ions arrive by truck, 
the rest by train . There are about 
100 miles o f  trac k within the boun
dar ies of the C N W S, with a br ief 
200 yards of it pass ing over count y
controlled propert y and the Port 
Chic ago highway.  That short stretch 
of  trac k was plenty,  as it turned out . 

.Just another liberal rally! 

had come with a few friends, 
fully expec ting to be bored to tears 
and depressed at the s ights and sounds 
of cro wds excited by the speechifying 
of  the likes o f  Thl.niel Ellsberg, Jesse 
Jac kson and Joan Bae z .  Nevertheless, 
we dec ided we co uld go , meet with 
friends, express some sympathy for 
Willson , and some more d isgust with 
the military, and f ind out what's 
what . There were even rumors •••• 

The fac t  was that a number of  
people-- anarchists ,  workers, veterans, 
homeless people, comm ies , students 
and communit y  ac t ivists ( or any com
binat ion thereo f) - had come prepared 
with tools and/ or the willingness to 
attempt to d ismantle the trac ks on 
county property. At about 1:30 PM, 
a meet ing was convened outs ide the 
ral ly  s ite to d is cuss and co-ordinate 
the d irect  ant i- war ac t ion . 

The liberal-pac i fist organizers of 
the rally, Nuremburg Actions, were in
formed of the preparat ions and im
med iately sent a f e w  leaders over to 
ins ist that our "v iolent" ac tion not 
take place .  One of the rally's orga
ni zers wishing to see the ac t ion 
blocked was Holly Rauen , woo had 
j ust gone thro ugh the trauma o f  
seeing her hus band,  Brian ,  run do wn 
and nearly killed . The "non-violent 
revolut ionar ies" argued that the de
struction o f  property was "v io lent"  
and,  therefore , co unter to pac ifist 
principles proscr ibing all forms of  
violence . Responses addressed the 
fac t that , far f ro m  being violent ,  
destruction o f  this  property is a real 

defense o f  life-- is actually anti-vio
lence, in that the mac hinery of v io
lence against others is stowed . 

The pac i f  i s  t s  then announced 
that , s ince they had called the rally 
and d id not want the ac t ion to take 
plac e ,  it  should not take plac e .  The 
reply was that demons t rat ions are 
no t commod ities o wned by any grotp. 

The issue of "defenseless children" 
was also raised,  with arguments that 
our ac t ion would "provoke" police 
attac k.  People clearly pointed out 
that the ac t ion was phys ically quite 
separate f rom the rally s ite, and 
that people were informed and could 
thus avoid unc hosen involvemen t .  
Nonetheless , i t  a l  ways seems strange 

talking, l ift ing , t ugg ing, hauling, and 
laughing . But by then it was too late. 

LUring th e  next  three hours, over 
a thous and folks of all ages , shapes, 
colors , and s izes cheered in support, 
brought food and drink, sang songs 
and played mus ic ( " I've been workin' 
on the railroad! ") . The y uprooted rail 
spikes , unbolted trac ks and plates , 
removed rails, dug o ut and removed 
the wooden t ies .  One f riend o f  m ine 
not ed ho w, with every anno uncement 
by the rally organ i zers that they 
had nothing to do with the tearing
up of the trac ks ,  more people came 
to che c k  i t  out and part icipate.  This 
even included some who des cr ibed 
themselves as pac i f ists . 

Police stay out as masked protesters rip up 300 feet of rails. 

that pac i fists make the argument 
that we someho w provoke cops t o  
v iolence against us .  Why don't paci
fists instead argue with the police 
against their  use of v iolence? 

When all else f ailed, there was 
the almost inevitable turn to plain old 
Chr ist ian guilt-tr iwing:  a grieved , 
shout ing and f inally tearful Holly 
Rauen too k Brian Willson's willingness 
for martyrdom, his se vered legs, his 
sac r ifice and held them up bef ore 
the group like the cruciffed Christ 
as a means to demand subord inat ion 
to the "non-violent" princ iples which 
he chose to follo w. We would be 
"d isrespec ting" him and d isplaying 
callous d isregard for his victimization 
if we tore up the trac ks upon which 
he had been inj ured . Fortunately, his 
suffering on the trac ks d id matter,  
and was one intense reason why 
many people dec ided to tear up the 
trac ks -- whe ther he liked it or not .  

Surprise, surprise, surprise! 

So , a short t ime later,  as Jesse 
Jac kson was halfway through his 
preach, a group of 10 people, shielded 
by a fe w do zen more , constructed a 
p lywood death-train on a sect ion of  
rails near where Willson had been 
hit and began to dismantle the tracks. 
Soon, follo wing Jac kson's speech, 
hundreds of  people j oined in . Over 
on the base i tse If ,  a huge " cherry
pic ker" was raised to a he ight of 
15 0 feet or so, for the author ities 
to get a bet ter v ie w  o f  us as more 
and more people gathered aro und--

By 5:30 PM perhaps t wo do zen 
sec t ions of trac k, 40 or so railroad 
t ies and do zens upon do zens of bolts 
and plates had been stac ked or scat
tered aro und the demolit ion site . A 
40- yard sec t ion o f  the railroad which 
carries munit ions had been dismantled 
and made impassable.  

Thro ughout the afternoon there 
was a nagging fear o f  attac k by the 
surro und ing "peace o ff icers ," whose 
o c c a s ional troop mov ements sent 
many of  us s cattering, only to regrotp 
again .  Perhaps the most ridiculous 
part of  the day were eff orts by se
veral pac i fists t o  play morality cops 
by s itt ing do wn on top of  rails being 
remov ed , so as t o  "stop the violence ." 

Other wise , the aft ernoon sailed 
by as a somet imes 1.proarious celebra
t ion . The free cooperation, the sharing 
of  expert ise , elbo w-grease and extra 
ef fort was infused with a posit ively 
libert ine and libertarian good spirit . 
In a pleasant ,  if very br ief way, we 
made anarchy in ac t ion -- the · ver y 
owosite o f  chaos.  There was no 
promulgat ion o f  compuls ions , no pay, 
no bosses , no slaves -- because it was 
really something that we wanted to 
do and that needed to be done . Some 
people probably never felt so good 
and excited abo ut get t ing sweaty 
and d irty for f ree . 

On another level, o f  co urse , we 
were j ust lucky . The dec ision of the 
cops and Mar ines to not mov e in 
and d isperse the ac t ivities appears 
to have had t wo main reasons . 

First was the ir  undoubted surprise 

at the ac t ion, itself ,  and the quick,  
willing and happy part icipat ion by 
hundreds o f  people . They co uld have 
broken it up, reg ardless, but the y 
d idn' t seem to have  the people avail
able to interfere successfully witmut 
a high degree o f  brut e f orce-- both 
because o f  our n umbers and because 
the y were a ware we would res ist . 

The y would have moved into a 
large cro wd holding cro wbars , t i re 
irons , hammers, an d  lots o f  metal 
bolts , only after having first struggled 
through the encircling supporters. In 

. fac t ,  at one point , protesters-- most 
o f them in wheelchairs--blockaded 
and forced back a line of CHP cruisers 
woose drivers were trying to move 
in  and interrupt the  " work-site . "  

Secondly, the unhaWY victimization 
o f  W illson, which was largely respon
sible f or dra wing 5,000 to 6,000 people 
to  the rally, aloog with the significant 
national med ia p resenc e ,  seems t o  
ha v e  f urther counter-balan ced the 

urg e of Contra Costa Count y and 
the Navy to "defend p roperty."  The 
f orces o f  "la w  and order" restrained 
themse lves as the price the y had to 
pay in order to appear respons ible 
and respec table . 

What's next! 

It isn't likely that there will be 
man y more opportunities to derail the 
U . S .  war machine in such public and 
fest ive circ umstances again.  In the 
days follo wing the destruction of the 
trac ks , the loss o f  the rail-line 
bro ught on increased hauling by 
t r u c ks , which were protested by 
pac i f ists f rom behind walls of Marines 
on e ither s ide o f  the road way. One 
report even told of oo w  the protesters 
app re c iated the co urtesy of the Ma
rines woo were o ut there "for the 
protection of the p ro t esters ." 

On September 10 , five days after 
our work, wage slaves had recon
structed the torn-up sec tion of rail
road at a cost of  something like 
$10 ,000 . 

If sabotage of the military's infra
structure is to cont inue , it will for 
no w necessarily cont inue as more or 
less clandest ine ac t ions . Ant i- war 
sabotage of military propert y has 
been on -go ing in Europe , espe c i ally 
West German y, for man y  years no w. 
In this they have reclaimed an element 
of past rad ical working class and 
anarchist struggle ( An example of  
this largely unkno wn hist ory can be 
seen in the art icle "Jom Olday, Artist 
and Fighter for Soc ial Revolut ion ," 
appearing in the Angry Workers Bul
letin #2 [c/ o 2140 Shattuck Ave . ,  
P O B  2200 ,  Berkeley, CA .  94704] ) .  

In the U. S . , this perspec t ive on 
sabotage is shared already by some 
ac t iv ist s .  On the day after W illson 
was hit,  for example, some men at a 
protest  rally broke into and messed 
up the ROTC's Callaghan Hall on the 
u. c. - Berkeley campus . Similarly, a 
wee k earlier, a grotp of women storm
ed into and trashed the armed forces 
recruit ing o ff ice near downtown Oak
land, leaving bef ore the cops got 
there . Without a doubt ,  the idea o f  
an t i - war d irec t ac t ion i n  the United 
States has been prov ided impetus by 
the laudable use of ant i -property 
sabotage tac t ics by people connected 
with an imal rights and eco-defense 
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JAVA V I; 
Columbia's journal of 

alternative culture 
To the ir cred it the f olks woo put 

o ut Java haven 't  g iven up in their at
t e mpt s to communicate with the 
genera l ly inert mass of hum an i t y  
which ( at least theoretically) so meho w  
fi l ls the bui ldings o f  Co lumb ia with 
its presence . Whi l e  most residents of 
our fair c ity  may, l ike popu lat ions 
e lse where,  appear c loser to  brain 
death than to an y re 11 l  appre c iat ion 
for the hints of radical culture avail
ab l e  in Java' s pages , at least a small 
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Alternative Media Review 
m ino r i t y  o f  soc ial misfits, subcultural 
art ists ,  punks and a fe w other fringe 
readers keep it af loat . 

The idea behind Java is to "create 
and recreate a vehic l e  through which 
unrec ogni zed but qua l it y  v isua l  and 
wr itten art wor k  ( espec ial ly, but not 
woo l l y  loc al )  can be mad e avai l ab le 
to the pub l ic at a reasonab l e  price ." 
The •e's no arg ument that this is 
e x ac t ly what's  been done so far,  
with the lates t  issue R 24-page effort 
wi.th a glossy blac k  an d white cov er 
i l lustrat ed with photos by Jul ita La
t i more o f  Co l umb ia,  and cost ing an 
even dollar at the Columbia Co mnunity 
Grocery ( 1100  Loc ust St . )  and a fe w 
othe r spots aro und to wn .  I t ' s  a lso 
avai lab l e  for $ 1 . 00 postpa id fro m  
JAVA, c/ o What' s  This?,  223 N .  Ninth 
St . ,  Co lumbia,  M O. 65 20 1 .  

Tho ugh the qua l it y  is still uneven, 
there are plen t y  o f  loc a l  eff orts in
c l uded , a long with a fe w int erest ing 
contr ibut ions f ro m  f ore igne rs f ro m  
p l ac es l ike Boston an d  Phi ladelphia-
with the latter c i t y  represented by 
the tender comix o f  Luna Tic ks ,  
whose wor k  a lso appears occasionally 
in Anarchy. 

This issue o f  Java even inc l udes 
a short  art ic l e  on the po l it ics of the 
Universi t y  o f  Missouri' s  in vest ments 
in South Af rica-- an add i t ion which 
g ives the maga zine a l ittle polemical 
weight to thro w aro und with the 
otherwise less l inear  messages of the 
prose poems , poetr y  an d graphic art. 
S uch an interleaving of radical politics 
and culture could l ead the way for 
mo r e  p o w er f u l ly interpenet rat ing 
e f f orts in future issues . -- L C. 

Obsolete leftism; 

Z( ETA) MAGAZ INE 

Drawing by Brian Moss ( from JAVA V I, Pol6.) 

the fi rst issue of z, inc lud ing the 
maga zine' s t wo f o unders,  Sargent 
and Albert . Acc ord ing to Jeremy 
Breche r' s  re v ie w, " The authors reject 
terms l ike soc i a l is m  and an archism 
for the i r  vis ion and ca l l  rather for a 
' human ist'  soc iet y def ined as one 
which maximi zes the f u l f i l lm ent o f  
human pot en t ial . I t  wou ld be based 
on the tr in i t y  of d iversity, so lidarity, 
and egal itar ian se l f - man agement . . .  " 

mov emen ts . Like ne w ageism . and the 
Gre ens , it lac ks the necessary theo 
re t ica l  cohe rence which might g ive 
so me bite to its analy.;;es.  It represents 
j ust one more at t e mpt to water do wn 
the e f f e c t ive crit iques developed by 
gen uine opposit ion currents so that 
the y can be safe ly inc l uded in a 
mushy co a l ition pol it ics  which inevi
tab l y  drifts  strai ght to wards the 
Democ rat ic Party, as witness the 
s ca ttered positive references to Jesse 
Jac kson's  pres ident ial  b id al ready in 
this fi rst issue o f  Z. 

Janua r y  1 988 marked the b irth o f  
yet another a lternative political jour
na l .  With an ambit io us  plan to create 
a maj or maga zine overnight, a couple 
o f  South End Press f o unders,  Lyd ia 
Sargent and Micha e l  Albert ,  have 
trans lated an ini t i a l  invest ment o f  
$ 25 ,000 into a 98-page monthly rag 
ca l l ed Zeta Magazine ( Z  for short) . 

The name, l ike the magazine itself, 
conveys the impress ion of a va:gue 
rad ical ism. Memories of U>sta-Gavras's 
mov ie by the same n a me are e voked
-the letter "Z" was banned during 
the · Gr e e k  Co lone l 's  d ic tatorship, 
a long with the peace mov ement, long 
hai r  on men , strik es , Sophoc l es ,  Sar
tre,  roc k  music and the ne w math.  
Ho wever, as in the case o f  Costa
Gavras's  f i lm itse l f ,  the irrplied radi
ca l ism o f  the mag a z ine seems t o  be 

gro ups . 
For us ,  ant i-property sabotage is, 

nonethe less,  essent i a l ly defensive, a 
de laying tac tic , no matter  ho w d is
rupt ive to  the uses of  the part ic ular 
physical  structures . The i r  reasonable 
re lat ionship to constructive anti-capi
ta list social alternatives to this system 
of violence and exploitatioo is irrplied, 
but onl y imp lied . Sabotage has been 
a tac tic  exerc ised much more in 
wars between those in struggle  for 
authoritarian po wer within soc iety,  
than it has been in war by those of 
us reb e l l ing against po wer . 

That does not make sabotage an y 

pre t t y  superf ic i a l .  
Zeta Magazine b i l ls i tse l f  as " an 

independent po l it ic a l  maga z ine o f  
c r i t i c a l  thinking on po litica l, cultural, 
soc ial  an d econo mic life in the United 
States ; that sees rac e ,  sex,  c l ass , 
and po l it i c a l  d imens ions o f  personal 
l i fe as fundamen t a l  in understanding 
and trying to imp ro v e  contemporary 
circ umstances ; and that creat ively 
works t o  ass ist ac t i v ist ef f orts to  
ob tain a better  fut ure . "  In other 
words , Z loo ks l ike  j ust another 
m ixed up, l iberal-reformist periodical.  

The k e y  t o  understand ing Z's 
purpose and l ikely d irec t ion is the 
re vie w ( pp .  53-4 )  of the recent ly 
pub l ished book, Liberating Theory, 
inc l uded in the f i rst is.sue. Liberating 
Theory was aut hored by seven people, 
six  o f  wm m feature p ro minent ly in 

less legitimate.  Sabotage is a rational 
response to the facts and relationships 
of the present oppress ive s ituat ion . 
What is demanded, ho wever,  are real· 
resolut ions of  the underlying inter
related dilemmas of oppressive, unequal 
soc i a l  re lat ionshiµc; and neuro t ic ,  
repressive µc;ychic patterns . 1be vi
t a l ity of ant i - war d irec t  actions are 
on l y  d iss ipated, if we subj ugate our
se lves to conven t iona l  ref ormist and 
sing le- issue po l it ics . 

War against abor ig inal ,  non-capi
t a l ist and wor king class peoples , 
stat ist militarization and war between 
compet ing po wers are unavoidab l e  

The y c r i t i c i ze what the y ca l l  the 
"monism" o f  Marxists ,  feminist s ,  na
tional ists ,  and anarchists-- what they 
see as the tendency o f  these move
ments t o  b l ame a l l  soc i a l  probl ems 
on the sphere of l i fe the y f oc us  
thei r  o wn  cr itiques on . And the y  
ca l l  for an al ternative f ormulat ion 
the y ca l l  " ' co mplementary ho lism,' to 
he lp such d iverse movements ac t in 
so l idar ity yet retain their autonomy." 

This lo wes t - co mmon -deno minator 
st yle of left ist -humanism is re min i 
s cent o f  a l l  the other synthe t i c / 
ec l ect ic  at tempts t o  uni fy se lec ted 
conte rrporary awosition and resistance 

and fundamenta l to the successfu l 
cont inui ty of authoritarian-particu
larly  cr isis- ridden-- cap i  talist civili
zat ions . Sens ibl e  and construct ive 
fulfi l lm ent of the intent of anti-war 
sabotage subsists in the creat ion o f  
soc i a l  se lf-organi zat ion , the !11.!pOOe 
be ing consequen t i a l  mut ual  aid and 
d irect social action against domination 
in every facet of our lives. We initiate 
the passage to libertarian, comnunistic 
and eco log ic a l  soc iety together for 
each of us .  That is the sing l e  issue ,  
whatever o u r  special  an d  decisive 
persona l  interests may move us to 
emphas i ze .  -.Anonymous Eunonymous 

The re is no poss ible way to recon
c i l e  an archy with e lectora l ism, na
t iona l ism with ant i-authoritarian ism, 
m i l itant l ibera l ism with galUine radi
ca l ism . One or the other side o f  
su ch d ichotomies m us t  al ways be 
sac r if iced ,  and whe never there are 
vac i l lat ions you can alway.;; bet which 
s ide it wi l l  be!  

Despite so me good writers ( includ
ing a co up le of the authors of Li
berating Theory, Noa m  Cho msky and 
Ho l ly Sk lar) this magazin e  is l ikely  
to  be one  long dra wn out d isappoint
ment . W i tho ut an y coherent over a l l  
perspective,  i t  wi l l  se l l  out t o  an 
in c r e a s ing l y  amorpho us co a l it ion 
po l it ic s ,  a l ready foreshadowed by the 
heavy or ientat ion o f  its  writers to
wards soc ial  democratic academicism, 
se l f - indulgent int e l lec tua l ism, and 
ob so let e left ism . Like the message 
given b y  its uninspired graphic des ign 
an d bor ing loo k,  Z is j us t  as k ing to 
be ignored by an yone seriously inter
es t ed in rad ica l  soc i a l  chang e .  

Sing l e  issues a r e  $ 3 . 00 ;  subs cr ip
t ions are $24 . 00 / year f ro m  Zeta Ma
gazine, 15 0 Wes t  Canton St . ,  Bost on , 
MA. 0211 8 .  -- L.C. 
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The anarchist scene Toronto anarchist gathering 
This co lumn is an attempt to he lp 

our readers keep up on some of the 
myriad p roj ec ts, pub l icat ions ,  and ga
ther ings thro ugho ut the d iverse and 
d ispersed an archist s cene in Nor th 
Amer ica . If you have an event or proj ec t  
to anno unc e ,  l e t  us kno w abo ut i t  and 
we' 11 t r y  to inc lude it here • • • •  

A ne w Wimmin's Prisoner Survival 
Networ� has been for med in Toronto 
( c/ o  Anarchist Blac k Cro ss , POB 6 3 2 6  
Stat ion A, Toronto,  Ontario M5 W 1 P 7, 
Canada) . The group is " a ware of the 
ongo ing wor k of m an y  gro ups on behalf 
of wimm in prison ers,  we are loo k ing 
to compi l e  these e f f orts in hopes of 
es tabl ishing a much stron g er uni f i ed 
net work o f  support,  on the bas is of an 
an archa- f e m inist re a l it y . "  • • •  

Ll.! e  of Crime ( publ ished by E l issa 
Rashk in , POB 20 3 7 5 1  N Y C, NY . 1 0 0 2 5 ) 
has init iated its o wn "prisoner ass is
t a n c e /  exchang e p roj ec t . "  For more 
inf ormat ion wr ite , or send an SAS E 
for the latest copy o f  Ll.!e of Oime • • • •  

Left Bank Distribution i s  sponsoring 
a " Books-to-prisoners• p roj ec t and re
quests donat ions of boo ks  and mon e y  
to cover post age to prisoners . Lef t  
Ban k has t wo boo ks t ores , issues mai l
order cata logues , pu b l ishes books, pam
ph let s ,  posters an d cards in add it ion 
t o  the i r  books - to -prisoners proj ec t .  
He lp support Lef t  Bank's efforts-dona
t ions and inqu ir ies can be made t o  
Lef t  Ban k  Dis t r ibut ion , 5 2 4 1  University 
Way NE, Seat t le, WA. 9 8 1 0 5  • . .  

Freedom Collective ( PO B 20 3 1  Fre 
man t le,  6 1 6 0 ,  Wes t ern Aus t r a l ia) has 
re ques ted that an archists p ro t es t  the 
Aus t r a l ian bicentenary as " 200 years of 
g enoc ide an d rac i a l  opp ress ion . For 
years the abor igina l  people were c lassed 
as f lora an d fauna,  being k i l led at 
ran d o m  as re c en t ly as the f i fties." The 
b ic entenary lasts a l l  yea r ,  an ide a l  
oppor t uni t y  f or demonstrat ing oi:pos ition 
to Aus t r a l ian n a t i on a l ism and rac ism at 
su ch p l ac es as Aus t r a l i an embass ies , 
Quan tas Ai r l ines , Fosters beer d is t r i 
but ors , e t c  • • . •  

Red Raven ( PO B  90 2 8 ,  San Die go , 
CA. 9 2 1 0 9 ) is an an t i - authoritarian gra
phic arts co l lec t ive . For $ 1 . 0 0  Red 
Raven w i l l  send out 5 d i f f e rent 8 . 5  X 
11 inch "post ers," or 10 for $ 2 .00 .  Sam
ples sent to Anarchy inc lude images of 
Emma Goldman , Pet er Kropot k in ,  Albert 
Parsons, anarchist graffiti and ( I  believe) 
Rando lph Bourne •·s quot e ,  " W ar is the 
he a l th of the stat e . "  • • •  

The Autonomy Centre ( 337 W. Pender 
# 20 2 ,  2nd F loor) opens February 6 th 
in Vanco uver, B.C. The centre is "funded 
and organ ized by a group of anarchists/ 
an t i - author itar ians" w ho  are .Putt ing 
together a re f e ren ce s e c t ion of books 
an d per iod ica ls,  and who wi l l  also se l l  
literature . F i lms wi l l  be sho wn, discus
s i o ns and sk i l l-sharing wor kshops 
he ld, et c .  The centre will also function 
as a drop- in space f or anyone interested 
in an t i-author itarian ideas and perspec-

. t ives . There are as yet no regular hours, 
so ca l l  be f ore you sho w up .  Phone : 
68 8 - 6 778 • • • •  

Bevy of Anarchist-Feminists ( BOA, 
c/ o Libr a i r ie Alternat ive, 2035 St.-Lau
re n t ,  Montre a l ,  Quebec H2X 2 T3 ,  Can a
da) has so far pu b l ished one iss u e  
( which w e  have not seen ) ,  and are 
loo k ing f or more women t o  cont r ibute 
the i r  "herst or ies • • •  , poe t r y, graphi c li' ,  
wri t ings,  an archist - f e m in ist discussion, 
photography, imag es ,  co l lage,  or what
ever . "  The organizers refuse an editorial 
ro l e  and wi l l  print ever yth i ng the y 
re c e i v e .  The y are looking for contribu
t ions in order to he lp them continue 
to d is t r ibut e  BOA f or f re e  • • • •  

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Arm
ed, has a ne w add ress ( c/ o  Co lumb ia 

Anarchist League, P O B  144 6 ,  Co l umb i a ,  
M O .  6 5 2 0 5 - 144 6 )  d u e  t o  o u r  o ut gro wing 
our o lder and much smal ler box . We' d 
app re c iate it if those pub l icat ions ex
chang ing with us wou ld p ro mpt ly no te 
the chang e  on the i r  mai l ing l ists • • • •  

The Institute for Social Ecology 
( PO B  89 ,  Plain f i e ld ,  V T. 05 6 6 7 )  has an 
no unced p l ans for its " Summer Semester" 
to be he ld on the ca mpus of Goddard 
Co l lege in P l ai n f i e ld ,  Vermon t .  The 
Summer Semester "explores people's rela
t ionship to the natural  wor ld f ro m  a 
ho l is t ic perspect ive . The Institute offers 
an int erd is cip l inary curr ic u lum whic h  
f o c usses o n  s t u d ies i n  Bioregional Agri
c u lture , Alternat ive Tec hn o logy, Eco -: 
Feminism, N a t u re Phi losophy, Comnunity 
and Ho l istic Hea l th ,  Eco l o g ical  Anthro
po logy, Comm unity Development, Eco logy 
an d  Spi ritua l ity,  and Gre e n  Po l it ics • • . •  

The An archist Archives Proj ect 
( POB 13 2 3 ,  Cambr idg e ,  MA. 0223 8 ) has 
we l l  ov er 3,000 issues of some 24 0 
per iod ic a l s ,  c l o se to 40 0  books , and a 
larg e n umber o f  pamphlets and other 
items, both in Eng l ish and other l an 
guag es ,  o n  the subj ec t o f  anarchism • • • •  

The cont inen t a l  anarchist gathering 
in Minneapo l is l as t  year inspi red the 
cre at ion of MAYMY; A Continental 
Newsletter for the Anarchist libvement 
( Ed itors: Mayday, POB 5 3 6 ,  Dec atur, 
Georg ia 3 0 0 3 1 - 05 3 6 ;  Pub l isher [mai l ing 
l ist , donat ions] :  Mayday c/ o Gabr i e l a ,  
PO B 32 6 6 ,  El Segund o ,  CA. 90 245 - 8 36 6 ) . 
Mayday publishes brief reports of events, 
an a l ys is o f  even t s ,  and no t es f ro m  
Anarchist Net wor k meet ings • • . •  

Vermont Quixote an d the Anarchist 
Information Service ( G P O  Box 84 2 , 
N Y C, N Y .  10 0 0 1 )  p rovide a clearinghouse 
f or anarchist gro ups and events . Rele
van t  mat e r ia l  is xerox ed and se n t  to 
interested ind iv idua ls . • • •  

A l ist ing o f  gro ups invo l v ed in the 
prison s t rugg l e  ( f or d istr ibut ion to 
prisoners and gro ups )  is be ing corrpi led 
by the Toronto Anarchist Black Cross 
( POB 63 2 6 1  Stat ion A, Toron t o ,  On t a r io 
M5 W 1 P 7 ,  Canada) . In add ition,  a l ist 
o f  pub l icat ions which prisoners may 
receive for free or at little cost is being 
c o mpi l e d  by the Anti-Authoritarian 
News Network ( PO B  9 15 ,  Stat ion F, 
Toronto,  Ontario M4 Y 2 N 9 ,  Can ada) . • • • 

Left Bank Distribution ( 5 241 Univer
s i t y  Way NE, Seat t le,  WA. 9 8 1 0 5 ) has 
j us t  pub l ished a ne w co l l ect ion of John 
Zer zan' s es s a ys ,  Elements of Refusal. 
It " is  the f i rst c orrprehensive co llection 
o f  John Zer zan ' s  writ ings-- an d  long 
overdue . No less than as they arpeared, 
thes e essays are p rovocative and irrpor
tan t • • • •  Elements of_ Refusal spells it all  
out . .  Bere it is a x io mat ic that art, lan
g u a g e ,  t ime, ind us t r i a l ism, numb e r ,  
techno logy, work an d other aspec ts o f  
our soc ial lives--al l hailed as t he  l ibera
tors of hum an i t y-- are , in fac t ,  the co
conspi rators of domest icat ion and domi
nat ion" [ f rom the pub l isher ' s  des cr ip
t ion] . Yo u can order copies direct from 
Left Bank f or $ 8 . 95 plus handling ( $ 1 .50 
1st copy, $ . 5 0  eac h add i t ion a l  one) . 

The Evergreen Alliance, a Detro i t 
based federat ion o f  individuals devoted 
to s t opp i ng the Detroit trash inc inerator, 
has put out a ca l l  for a Region a l  an d  
Internat ion a l  Mob i l i zat ion t o  Save the 
Gre at Lakes , May 13 - 16 th . The weekend 
of ac t i v it ies has been organ i zed to 
focus at tent ion on the systemat ic de
struct ion· o f  the Gre a t  Lakes bioregion . 
It wi l l  inc l ude a demons trat ion which 
w i l l  march past the Det r o i t  inc inerator 
no w under construct ion an d a ra l ly at 
the Wayne State Uni vers ity campus . A 
conferenc e  and f orum the f o l lo wing 
day wil l  se rve to educate part ic ipants 
with wor kshops an d spe a kers . A d ire c t  
ac t ion con t ing en t will ut ilize c ivil dis-

Acc o r d ing to its organ i zer s ,  an 
an archist " Survival Gathe r ing" was 
o r i g ina l ly p l anned f or the end o f  
this sp ring ( June 1 7- 20 th) in Turonto, 
Ont a r io . We hav e  f in a l l y  ( long after 
o u r  enqu i r ies )  ob tained confirmat ion 
f ro m  Toron t o ,  that the gather ing has 
been mov ed to this su mm e r ,  J u l y  1 -
4th . The " Surv i v a l  Gathe r ing" name 
is being re t a ined desp i t e  cr i t ic isms 
f ro m  some who f e e l t hat it may irrply 
pas s iv ity,  ov er l y- ind ividual so lut ions, 
o r  a c onne c t ion with r ig ht - w ing 
su rv ival ists. The organizers in Turonto 
explain that for the m "survival is 
ac t i ve ,  no t pass i v e ,  co l l ec t ive and 
not indiv idua l .  Survival  has nothing 
t o  do with r ight - wing survival ism 
an d everything t o  do with a coming 
together of v a r i ous ant i-authoritarian 
movemen ts .  We can ensure our collec
t iv e  survival in a v it a l  sense and 
that of the Earth o n l y  thr o ugh re vo
l ut ionary chang e .  11 

A p l an n ing mee t ing he l d  in Sep
t e mber indicated interest an d  StHX>rt 
both loc a l ly and f ro m  ac ross the 
c o n t i ne n t ,  with about s i x t y  peo p l e  
part ic ipa t ing . The p l ann ing mee t ing 
ind icated that the anarchist movement 
is c urren t l y  f illed with contradictions 
and d i f f e rences which need to be 
a l l o wed express ion . The organ i zers 
ant ic ipat e  that "people wil l  be coming 
to the gather ing w i th different ideas, 
e xpe c t a t ions and v a l ues . We want to 

Than ks to a l l  o u r  ne w s ubscribers, 
an d espec i a l  thanks to those who have 
made spe c i a l  c o n t r ibut ions -- no t ably 
$25 f ro m  one of o ur f e w sus t a i n in g  
c o n t r ib ut ors f or the l as t  f e w iss u es ,  
Cra zy A l  o f  t h e  Farming d a l e  Ana r 
chist s ,  an d  a $ 5 0  don a t ion f ro m  the 
l at es t Det r o i t  an a r c h ist/ anti- authori
t a r i an gather ing he ld on Nov ember 
22 . '  As a l wa ys ,  ex tra c o n t r ibut i o ns 
l i k e  th i s  make a l l  t h e  d if f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  wor l d  t o  t h e  f in an c i a l  v i ab i l i t y  
o f  p roj ec ts l ik e  Anarchy. For those 
woo m ight won d e r ,  the p rint ing b i l l  
a lone f or the l as t  issue was ov er 
$ 14 0 0 ,  no t a pa l t r y  s u m .  

The i d e a  o f  locally org an i z ed 
ann u a l  ( or qua r t e r l y ,  e t c . )  gatherings 
in order to e x c han g e  i d e as , soc ialize 
an d  raise a l it t l e  mon e y  f or an t i 
autho r i t a r i an pub l ic a t ions ought t o  
b e  i m i t a t e d  througoout North Amer ica . 
G i v en the s ma l l  s i ze o f  the anarchist 
mov e men t he r e ,  it is i mpor t a n t  t o  
p ro v ide more ope n i n g s  f or those ne w 
t o  an t i - author i t a r i an perspe c t i v es  
an d ac t i v i t i es t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  without 
need ing to make an y s o r t  o f  high 
level c o mm i tmen t s . And g iv en the 
g en e ra l l y  low level of support sho wn 
f o r  an archist pu b l ic a t ions b y  North 

obed ien c e  t o  bloc kad e  the trash in c i 
n e r ator on Monda y, M a y  16 th . For 
more inf ormat ion , the Evergreen Al
liance c an be cont a c t ed at POB 024 5 5 , 
Detro i t ,  M I .  4820 2 .  

a l l o w  people t o  come tog ether t o  
bui ld c l o se r  a f f inity with like-minded 
people,  but also to allow f or dialogue 
with those who d if f e r .  To this end 
there wi l l  be both s t r u c t u red wor k
shops and f or ums , as we l l  as oppor
tunit ies f or spon t a n e o us events and 
happening s .  This wil l  be a continental 
an archist c o n f e re n c e ,  b ut we a ls o  
wan t  t o  inte res t peo p l e  f ro m  the 
wider po l i t i c a l  c o mmuni t y  her e  in 
Toronto who shar e  many an ti-authori
t a r i an  v al ues an d methods but do 
no t se e themse lves explicitly as an ar
chist s . "  

A 1 1  Day o f  Ac t ion" i s  p l ann e d ,  
a l ong with a cultural evening, a poster 
sho w, a day o f mus i c  and celebrat ion 
in a park .  If you have posters you 
would l ik e  d isp l ayed, send them ahead 
of t ime . Proposa ls f or theatre or per
f or man ce p i e c es are also we l co me . 

The Toronto org an i zers need he lp 
with fundrais ing to cover their costs. 
The y are c urren t ly t a k ing ord ers f or 
s i lk-s creened posters ( $3) and T-shirts 
( $ 10 ) to he lp raise mon e y .  Gene r a l  
c o n t r ibut ions o f  $ 5 - $ 10 o r  more are 
also be ing so l ic i te d  from anyone who 
wou ld l ik e  to supp o r t  the gather ing . 

For mor e det a i led inf or mat ion 
wri t e : 
Survival Gathering 
POB 435, Station P 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5S 2S9 Canada 

Current Sustaining contributors 

Sustain ing contr ibut ors sub

s cr ibe at a rate o f  $ 30  to $60 
per 6 issues in order to provide 

extra assistance to the production 

of Anarchy. The i r  contributions 

are much app rec iated . 

A. M. 
T. O 
D.A. 

L.C. 
D. D.  

notes 
Am e r i c a n  an archist s ,  it c o u ld on l y  
he lp t o  organ i z e  a s i mp l e  wa y f o r  
p e o p l e  t o  put s ma l l  c o n t r ibut ions 
t ogether in order f or them to amount 
to co l l ec t i v e l y  s i z ab l e  c o n t r ibut ions 
to the an archist p re s s  and oth e r  
p roj e c t s . Thi s  is  one way f or loc a l  
ind i v i d ua l s  and groui:s t o  he lp sui:port 
and enco urage the gro wth o f  loc a l  
contac ts an d  part ic ipa t i o n  whi l e  at 
t h e  s am e  t i me s t reng then ing the 
an a r c h i s t  p re s s  i n  gener a l .  

W i th the pu b l i c a t ion o f  this issue, 
Anarchy is e mb a r k ing up on a s u b 
s cr ip t  i o n  d r i v e - - so mething we' v e  
n e v e r  don e  b e f or e .  We' re a l s o ,  re 
g re t t a b ly,  d o u b l ing o u r  su b s cr ipt i o n  
rat es , whi c h  haven ' t c hang ed s in c e  
t h e  t ime when w e  pub l ished a l it t l e  
4-pa g e  st reetsheet instead of a 20plus
page t a b l o i d .  We don' t t h i n k  $6 . 00 / 6  
iss u es i s  t oo m u c h  t o  as k f or what 
this pap e r  has no w bec o me .  And we 
th i n k  it wi l l  be qu i t e  a d e a l  f or 
w ha t  we re main to b e c o m e  in the 
f ut u re . W e  hope tha t e ver y anarchist 
woo re ads· this · wi l l  t a k e  the r isk 
and s u b s cr ibe . W e  aim t o  p ro v e  our 
worth to yo u .  Please g iv e  us that 
chan c e !  

A t  th i s  t i me w e  es t i mat e that i t  
w i l l  t a k e  abo ut 2,000 subs cr ib ers f or 
us t o  " b r e a k - e v e n "  on p ro d uc t ion 
c o s t s  f or t he paper . If we can achieve 
this m od es t  go a l ,  we wi l l  be ab l e  t o  
concen t r a t e  o u r  e f f orts on , irrproving 
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its qual ity, enlarg ing its size,  and 
increas ing our frequency or publica
t ion . So tar we' ve learned alot about 
what it takes to put together a paper 
like this, but there is st i l l  much to 
be learned and a long way tor us to 
gro w. As Black Flag out o t  London 
occas ionally st i l l  trumpets , " On  to 
the anarchist dai ly!" Should we be 
ai ming tor an ything less? 

Another way tor those woo are 
rea l ly serious about the ir support 
t or the anarchist press to sho w it, 
is to  beco me a sustaining contributor 
to Anarchy ( or at least to your fa
vor ite paper it it be another) . We 
ask that sustainers contr ibut e  $5 to 
$10 per issue,  which adds up to a 
rate o f  $ 30  to $60 tor six issues . We 
wi l l  begin the practice or listing our 
current sustaining contr ibut ors with 
this issue .  And as can be read ily 
seen , our l ist has already mushroomed 
to a truly impressive level o r  live 
with this issue! All sarcasm as ide , 
the contr ibut ions we receive above 
and beyond the support invo lved in 
subscr ibing , are truly heartening . 
The y he lp us to rea l ly be lieve that 
we' re doing something right-whatever 
that might be! 

During production o r  this issue, 
we have f ormed an ed itorial advisory 
group in order to increase collective 
part icipat ion in ed itorial dec ision
making , widening it so that everyone 
woo he lps with the paper can have 
some voice in its d irection . We also 
hope to eventuaHy widen the sharing 
ot the work load, and have wor ked 
out a structure tor those woo want 
to commit themse lves to taking re 
spons ibility tor coord inat ing large 
areas or production and d istribution. 
Ho wever , at present there are just 
too man y  other demands made on 
part ic ipants' time and energy tor 

these coordinat ing responsibilities to 
have been assumed yet . So, it anyone 
woo shares the fundamental ly anti
ideo logical perspective or this project 
is interested in becoming involved , 
drop us a line and let us kno w woo 
you are and what you' d be interested 
in doing ;. 

Readers , let us kno w what you 
like and d islike about Anarchy, so 
that we can continue to improve it, 
making it both more visually interest
ing and more inf ormat ive, more chal
leng ing and more tun. 

As can be eas i ly as certained, this 
issue f ocusses on the critique and 
supercess ion or religion and spiritual
ity. We hope it wil l  st imulate a con
tinuing dis cuss ion o r  this vital topic.  
The next issue (#16 ) wi ll  f oc us  on 
sexuality and pornography. And in 
the follo wing issue we'd like to focus 
on an evaluat ion and crit ique or the 
North American anarchist/revolutionary 
movement . We' d like to have this 
issue available tor d istribut ion at 
the Toronto "survival gathering" in 
July. We highly encourage your con
tribut ions to this upcoming issue-
whether in the form of critical essays, 
historical accounts ,  evaluat ions and 
chrono log ies , des criptions or personal 
experiences ( e .g .  your first exposure 
to anarchist ideas and act ivities , 
enc o unt ers  with specific people, 
groups , proj ects , or events), scenarios 
concerning where the movement could 
go from here,  or contr ibut ions t o  
the dis cussion o r  potential strategies 
and the development or a more co
herent anti-ideo logical tendency. We 
believe this is an important time to 
cons ider where we' ve come f rom and 
where we , are : aiming our er r or t s .  
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ANARCHY is the ONLY major anti-ideo
logical journal in North America that says 
NO to ALL reM.gion, all moralism, all politi
cal ideology-NO to the nation-state, no to 
God, no to nationalism, no to militarism and 
hierarchy. We don't want to leave out any
thing. Nothing is sacred, least of all anar
chism. 

ANARCHY defends what little integrity 
is still possessed by the modem alienated 
individual. ANARCHY defends and encour
ages attempts to create and maintain gen
uine community, not for the sake of repres
sive ulterior motives-money, God, morality
but solely for the sake of the pleasures we 
may find there. And most fundamentally, 
ANARCHY defends the integrity of our de
sires. For if our own most intimate and in
alienable desires cannot be trusted, we might 
as well hang it all up right now. 

At this time our publication schedule re
mains irregular (we are currently aiming at 
publishing bimonthly), but we sell no adver
tising, have no paid staff, and finance this 
journal entirely through donations and stlb
scriptions. We are now embarking on a sub
scription drive which we hope will enable 
ANARCHY to be more self-supporting. The 
more successful we are with this drive, the 

YES, please sign me up for ANARCHY. 
Here's • • •  

0 $6.00/6 issues a t  the regular individual rate 
0 $9/6 issues delivered in plain brown envelopes 

0 $12/6 issues at the library/institutional rate 

0 U.S.$12/6 issues surface m ail to other continents 

0 U.S.$24/6 · issues airmail to other continents 

0 Here's a contribution of _________ _ 

0 $30 or D $60/6 issues sustainer rate 

more often we will be able to publish, and 
the greater the quality of our paper will  be. 
We estimate that 2,000 subscribers are all 
that it will take for us to "break-even" and 
be able to pay for all production costs with
out having to reach into our own pockets 
quite so often. From there, we can work on 
enlarging ANARCHY and increasing our fre
quency of publication even more. 

If you like what you see in ANARCHY, 
or even if it makes your blood boil, please 
consider subscribing. If you're already an 
anarchist, realize that the only way that the 
anarchist press will ever be able to grow is 
from a base of support provided by those 
who already understand and accept the pro
mise of the anarchist vision. If, on the other 
hand, you take issue with our stances or our 
style, ANARCHY maintains one of the most 
open letters columns you'll find any\Vhere. 
We are committed to maintaining a dialogue 
with our readers, whether they are support
ers or not. And while our responses may not 
pull any punches, we are open to both the 
rational and emotional appeals of our critics. 
You may not always like what we have to 
say, but we sure won't stop you from telling 
us and our readers why! 

Name·-----------------� 
Address. ________________ _ 
City ___________ State _____ _ 

Zip ________ Country _______ _ 

Please m ake your . checks out to "C.A.L." 
Foreign subscribers, please see page 3 of this issue. 
Address your subscriptions to: ANARCHY, c/o 

C.A.L., POB 1446, Columbia, MO. 65205- 1446. 
0 Do not exchange my address with other papers. 

0 Please send __ gift subscriptions at $6 each. 

, ,  < . :: 
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Anarchist Media Review 
Propping up the cities 

A review of Murray Bookchln's 
THE RISE OF URBANIZATION AND 

THE DECLINE OF CITIZENSHIP 
by John Zerzan 

'Die Ilise of Urbanization and the 
Decline of Citizenship, by Murray 
Bookchin ( Sierra Club Books ,  730 
Polk St .,  San Francis co ,  CA. 94109 , 
1987) $22.95 ha rdcover . 

hunter-gatherer life), were siq:ylanted 
by the author itarian contro l of a 
dominant minor ity and its ne w coer
cive instruments . 

And if his grasp of history is 
faulty ( to put it genero us ly) , it is 
whlt is missirlt altogether that renders 
his book termina l ly pathetic. Nowtere 
does he find fault with the most 
fundamental d imens ion of mod ern 
living, that of wage- labor and the 
co mmod ity. Nor does he deal with 
the important present-day features 

of that dimens ion : the product ionist 
destruction of nature ,  the power of 
transnational corporations, Informatioo. 
Age computer mediation and quantifi
cation ,  the enormous soporific, hoiro
geni zing and intrus ive reach of the 
med ia , to name a fe w f orces that 
strain to achieve a perfec t ly routin
ized, empt ied , flattened-out, conmo
d if ied ethos, and which submerg e  
c i t y  life . To ignore the conten t o f  
modern dominat ion whi le adv ancing 
the cause of involv ement in city 
pol itics is to g ive a f altering system 
prec ise ly what it needs the most : 
participat ion o f  the d isaffected . 

Whi le people tum o ff ir.:?reasingly 
to representat ion and work, ne w 
schemes to "democrat ize" these fun
damental ly al ienat ing modes must be 
promoted .  Bookchin, in a para l lel to 
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the legitimizing of work via workers' 
counci ls, works for the legitimat ion 
of both politics and cities via citizens' 
councils .  Massified society, with its 
ever-greater divis ion of labor and 
standard izat ions ,  rea l i zes itse lf in 
cities whi le destroying our very sense 
of plac e .  

What i s  rad ica l, what is healthy 
in trying to prop up cities any more 
than work? Ho w much preferable a 
v is ionary d is co urse in the direc tion 
of who leness and f reedom, where the 
closest shape to "urban" might be 
shift ing , mob i le gatherings or ce le
brat ions , reconstituted at whim, wrere 
representat ion and work are unlax>wn 
degradat ions . The onl y  "pol itics" I 
want to engage in def inite ly does 
not cons ist in be ing a model citizen 
a la Murray Bookchin . -.Jolm Zerzan 

AB he' s been do ing for about 
fifteen years, Bookchin argues in 
this work f or the f ormation of citi
zen's councils and popu lar municipal 
se lf-management gro ups  to save the 
cities from the mismanagement of 
pro fessional politicians and bureau
crats. Bankrupt of history and metOOd, 
his res cue mission consists in advanc
ing the total ly non-anarchist ( and 
il logical) thes is that increased parti
cipation in local pol itics points the 
way to the co l lapse of the state. We 
must, he counse ls, s lo wly enlarge 
and expand the "existing institutions" 
and " try to democratize the republic." 
It is a ted ious ,  even somewhat em
barrassing review chore , as if such a 
boo k  can be taken serious ly f rom 
any remote ly an t i- author itarian per
spec tive . 

Anarchist periodical reviews 

He tries t o  make his  pure reform
ism palatable by such devices as the 
false antinomies urbani zat ion vs . 
cities, representation vs. sovereignty, 
and politics vs . statecraft , and un
supportable assertions ,  l ike referring 
to politics as having once been the 
" ac t ivity of an ent i re communi ty."  
Another device is  t o  ignore the  real 
hist ory o f  urban life , as if  i l lusory; 
he resorts at times to put t ing su ch 
terms as " e lec ted" representat ives , 
"voters"  and " taxpayers" in quotes as 
though the terms rea l ly don' t,  some
ho w, correspond to rea l ity.  Open the 
book at random an d  you will  f ind 
similar absurd ities and evas ions . 

Another key element does involve 
the historical record-but only to J::XIt 
historical banalities into ne w and 
unrecognizable shapes . The polis of 
classical Athens , f or example, has 
long been Bookchin' s mode l  f or a 
revitalizat ion of u rban pol itics.  But 
unfortunate ly, as everyone kno ws, 
Athenian "democrac y" of a few males 
pres ided over a harshly differentiated 
class structure . That it rested upon 
s lavery and the siq:yression of women? 
Murray deft ly passes over this, too ,  
with a quick parenthetical aside con
ced ing a fe w Greek "shortco mings" ! 
Likewise with his revered New England 
town meet ings, another beacon for a 
rene wed city pol itics . Never mind 
the s co res o f  monographs which 
admit ( unl ike, say, so me old j unior 
high s choo l  texts )  that in those town 
meet ings the same hierarchy and 
domination obtained as e lse where in 
soc iet y.  

Boo kchin also tries , by the way, 
to give a rosy hue to cit ies at their  
origin, the better,  I st.q:pose, to argue 
for their cont inuanc e .  Cities arose 
part and parce l  with civilizat ion , 
ho wever, their  temples and pa lac es 
ref lecting the relatively sudden emer
gence of work, war , re l ig ion , and 
s lavery. Vil lag es ,  with their surviving 
element o f  the heterogenous and 
aut onomous , their neiglix>rly intimacy, 
were replac ed by a large,  unitary 
urbanism; consent and custom (rapidly 
ebbing along with the erasure of 

by Lev Olemyi 
This column will attempt to keep 

up with the large volume of publications 
which exchange with Anarchy, or at 
least those which have some relevance 
to anarchist movements and theories . 
If you publish an anarchist period ical 
( or at least one which you think would 
be o f  interest to anarchists) which 
you'd l ike to see ment ioned here,  we 
invite you to exchange publ icat ions 
with Anarchy, POB 380 1  Columbia, MO. 
65205-. If you already exchange with 
us, but don' t see your publication re
vie wed here , please have pat ience . 

POL I T I CA L  P R I S ON E R S  I N  THE 
U . S .  is  the theme o f  the November, 
1987 issue (#3) of Lile of Crime ( c/ o  
R ashkin,  POB 20375 , N e w  York, NY 
10025 ) .  Short art icles include " Why 
write about pol itica l prisoners?," "Poli
tical prisoners in the United States ," 
and " An  appeal for he lp ." Also included 
is poetry and a co uple short magazine 
revie ws .  Lile of Crime is free, j ust 
send a 22 cent stamp for postage. 

THE I N DEPEN DE N T  G REEN PU BLI
CATION," Green Action, based in Ari
zona,  has s lo wed its publ icat ion s che
dule, no w aiming to publ ish every 2-3 
months , rather than 10 times/ year. The 
current issue, W inter 1988 ( Vo l .  5 1  No . 
1 ) ,  includes a f ront-page art ic le which 
uncritically pushes an "ozone treatment 
for AIDS" as a ne w " cure ." The publi
cat ion has apparent ly opted for an 
authoritarian/political party strategy, 
with one section devoted to green 
electoral ism, a short report from a 
New Mex ico Green Part y member wh::> 
works f or the Nicaraguan energy mi
nistry, and a plea for the creat ion o f  
an Arizona Green Party. The only article 
even s l ight ly equivocal on this issue is 
one by Brian Tokar ( author of 'lbe 
Green Alternative, a 174 -page book 
avai lable f rom this publication for $6.85 
postpaid) on bioregionalism in New 
England . Subscr ipt ions to Green Action 
are $20 . 00 for 10 issues from POB 37, 
Tempe, Arizona 85 281 . 

THE WINTER, 1987 I SSUE #29 of 
Reclaiming Newsletter features short 
artic les on the Lesbian and Gay Freedom 
March of October 1 87, on the lac k of 
a "father god" in the pantheon of pagan 
gods, on the male dominance at some 
pagan meet ings,  on the Stop First Strike 
March against Loc kheed in October, 
and on witchcraft as pantheism rather 
than monothe ism. The ne ws letter at
tempts to uni fy pagan "spiritual ity" 
and "po litics" with occas ional hints of 
libertarian perspectives to be found in 
the resulting d ialogue . There's no party 
l ine here, but the result isn' t exac t ly 
anarchist , either.  Subscript ions are 
$6 . 00 to $25 . 00 (s l id ing sca le) for one 
year . Write to Reclaiming, POB 14404 , 

San Francisco,  CA. 94114 . !he y  want 
$2 .00 for a sample copy. 

I S S U E  N O .  26 ( DECEMBER, 1987)  
of  Synthesis; a newsletter and journal 
for social ecology, deep ecology, bio
regionalism, ecofeminism, and the green 
movement features a sort of lo west 
common denominator eco log ism. This 
mimeographed, 22 -page issue includes 
reports of meetings ( Kansas City Com
mittees of Correspondence [Greens] , 
Southern California Green Assembly, Am
herst Green Gathering , Sixth Assembly 
of the Fourth World) , an ed ited version 
o f  the art ic le by Brian 'Ibkar mentioned 
above appearing in Green Action, several 
short period ica l  and boo k  revie ws ,  as 
we ll  as excerpts from Murray Ibokchin's, 
Fifth Estate's  and Alien Nation's recent 
critic isms of deep eco logy and Earth 
First!  Synthesis continues to evolve 
( or devolve as the case may be) from 
its  or iginal ly soc ial ist positions. For a 
short time it f lirted with anarchist 
ideas , but these seem to have been 
dumped . Its anno ying ed itor ial policies 
cont inue to allo w  only  approved criti
cisms to be included in its pages, while 
others are censored under the categories 
of "personal attac ks ," etc .  

I am espec ially sens itive t o  this 
ed itorial practice because, wren Synthe
sis publ ished David Haenke's ( of Ne w 
Life Farm) uns crupulo us  libels of the 
anarchist movement in a past issue 
without comment, they subsequent ly 
refused to pub lish a rej oinder from me 
( or even to answer my letter) . In case 
you' re wondering ,  Haenke claimed that 
the anarchist mov ement has engaged in 
"genocide" and no w  engages in "ecocide." 
1hough, of course, there is no way he 
could ever supp ly evidence of  these 
base less accusat ions , since none exists. 
We suggest that any anarchists wh::> 
come into contac t with Haenke ( wro is 
active in organizing bioregional gro�
-Ozark Area Community Congress, North 
American Bioregional Congress, Com
mittees of Correspondence [Greens] ) 
demand that he cease his libels o f  the 
anarchist movement and retrac t those 
already made . 

Synthesis 'is no w cons idering us ing 
a more high-tech approach to its pu
blishing, a change that co uld only im
prove its readability, attractiveness, and 
thus , its inf luence . Individual subscrip
t ion rates are $3 .  75 / 5  issues ( U.S.) and 
$5/5  issues ( outs ide U. S . ) . 

POPULAR REALITY ( POB 3402 ,  Ann 
Arbor , MI .  48 106 ) has ceased publication 
of its "bad boy" diatribes ( with its last 
issue, #19) in favor of  becoming an 
"adventure catalogue!"-- whatever that 
means . There's nothing avai lab le here 
that can' t be found else where ( except 
for a ne w Baboon IX>o ley comic book) , 
but apparent ly the catalog is f ree so 

it's worth writ ing for if you' re not 
familiar with Popreal's brand of "social 
nihi l ism." 

EDI TORS JACK AN D FEL I CE COHEN
JOPPA are continuing the important 
j ob of chronic l ing the fortunes of- anti
nuclear resistance in issue #51 (January 
5, 1987) of 'lbe Nuclear Resister ( POB 
4 3 3 8 3 1  Tucson, AZ 85 733) . Although 
unfortunate ly l imited to support ing 
only "nonvio lent" res isters, they do an 
adm irably comprehens ive j ob of this.  
You need to see this ( usua l ly 8-page) 
tabloid to apprec iate its coverage. The 
current issue includes an ongo ing dis
cussion o f  the tac tic o f  d isarmament 
d irect-action with intent to es cape 
arres t .  Everyone writ ing seems oW<JSed 
to the idea, not a surprising out come 
for a forum with an avowedly "non
v iolent" ideo logy. Subscr ipt ions are 
$15 / 10 issues ( U . S . ) ,  $18U.S. for Canada 
and $25 foreign. 

THE S L I C K ,  C OL O R FUL C O V ERS  
of 'lbe Animals' Agenda ( POB 6809 , 
Syrac use , NY 13217) betray a thoroughly 
mainstream approach in this " animal 
rights" magazine . Featuring ads for 
shampoos and make-up made without 
animal products , its narro wly single
issue approach is unrelenting . As a 
resu lt it is a thoroughly mixed bag 
includ ing some exce l lent coverage ( for 
example, Lynn Jacob's article, "Amazing 
Gra ze; How the livest ock industry is 
ruining the American west" in the 
current issue, Jan/ Feb . 198 8 ) ,  along 
with dogmat ically vegetarian arguments, 
moral ist ic condemnations of all hunting 
and animal s laughtering , and an almost 
total  lac k  o f  understanding of the 
overal l  soc ial/ economic/political bases 
of an imal abuse . Subscriptions are $18/-

ANARCIJY CONTACT 
NETWORK? 

In f�t ure issues o f  Anarchy 
we wi l l  publ ish a l ist ing o f  
a d d r e s s e s  o f  g ro ups and 
ind iv idua ls who wo u ld l ik e  
t o  s e e  the g ro wth and d e 
ve lopment o f  a post -situa
t ionist, anti- ideological revo
lut ionary tenden c y .  The list 
wi l l  he lp enab l e  tho se pa r
t ic ipat ing to make re g ion a l  
contac ts an d int erco mmun
icat ion l inks . If  you' d l ike 
to se e yo ur add ress add ed 
to this l ist ing p l ease wr ite : 

Anarchy c/ o C. A. L. 
PO B 1446  

Co l umb ia,  M O. 65 205 - 1446 
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Anarchist Media Review 
Feyerabend's AGAINST METHOD development o f  the Copern i c a n  Re

v o l ut ion as examp l es  among others,  
Feyerabend arg ues that s ci e n c e  can 
o ft en adv an c e  counter-inductively. In 
fac t ,  he mainta ins tha t :  

them,  are o ft en proo f o f  gro wth . 
Much o f  Feyerabend' s argument he re 
centers on the ex amp l e  o f  the astro
no mer Ga l i leo and his s t r ugg l es  with 
the orthodox y o f  his day.  G a l i leo 
was confronted with a lack of exist ing 
termino log y, methodo l ogy, conceptual 
cons t r ucts  and percept u a l  sk i l ls.  His 
innovative use of the telescope created 
con f l ic ts within the s ci e n t i f i c  co m
muni ty o f  his d a y .  An d ,  o f  course , 
his work bro ught him into maj or 
con f l ic ts with Chr ist ian dogma .  Yet ,  
Feyerabend cons istent ly defends the 
pot ent ia l  value o f  al l perspe c t i v es .  
He contends that the epi stemolog ical 
an archist : 

by Larry Giddings 
Against Method, by . Pa u l  Fe yerabend 
( pu b l ished by N L B, 1 97 8 ,  $6 . 75 pb) . 

Pau l Fe yerabend has ded ic a t ed 
his book,  Against Method; Out line o! 
an Anarchistic Theory o! Knowledge 
to his f riend and " f e l lo w  anarc hist," 
Imre Lakat os,  woo d ied bef ore the 
p l anned c o mp l et ion o f  the boo k .  It 
is one s ide o f  an arg ument in whi c h  
Feyerabend was t o  crit icize rational
ism ,  an d Lakatos was to have defended 
i t . 

Feyerabend beg ins his c r i t ic ism 
o f  rat ion a l ism in the f i rst paragraph 
o f  the book by proposing an epis
t e mo log ical "anarchism" as an antidote: 

The f o l l o wing essay is writ-

year ( 10 issu es ) , or send $ 2 . 50 for a 
sing l e  issue .  

G R OU N D  Z E RO I S  AN ANAR CHO
PU N K - Z I NE com ing out of Virginia ( POB 
711 ,  Salem, VA 24 15 3 ) .  The c urrent 
issue ( # 2 ,  W inter ' 88 )  feat ures a short 
in t e rv ie w  with Chr is Gunderson o f  
Bac k Room Anarchist Boo ks i n  Minnea
po l ic; ,  record re vie ws ,  and reprints o f  
ads and leaf lets f rom a potpourri o f  
anarchist, pac ifist anti-apartheid, liberal, 
and other groups . No price is l isted . 
Send a 39- cent stamp f or postage.  

I RECEN TLY RECEI V ED t wo issues 
of Green Perspectives ( PO B 11 1 1  Bur
lington , V T. 0540 2) , #3 and do uble 
issue #4 / 5 ,  in a ro undabo ut way fro m  
a friend i n  Ca liforn i a .  The f irst is 
undated , whi le issue #4 / 5  was published 
in Summ er , 198 7 .  Each issue features a 
sing l e  essay with " Ecofeminism and deep 
eco logy: Unreso lvab l e  Con f l ict?"  by 
Janet Biehl in # 3  an d " Social eco logy 
vs . deep eco log y" by Murray Bookchin 
in #4/ 5 .  Whi le the t wo issues bring up 
int eres t ing quest ions and accurate cri
tic isms regarding the many obvious defi
cits o f  deep eco logy, both authors 
seem to strain a l itt le much at times in 
the i r  at tempts to make some of the ir  
more tenuous critic isms st ick. 

For instance Biehl in her essay 
makes an a wf u l  lot o ut o f  a statement, 
attrib ut ed to Deval l and Session's book 
on deep eco logy, that " The central 
ins ight o f  deep ecology is the idea 
that we can make no f i rm ont o logical 
divide • • •  bet ween the human and the 
non -human realms • • • •  " She goes on to 
seeming l y  con fuse the meaning of "on
tological" ( a  technical  word in i:illloso
phical d is co urse mean ing " re lat ing to 
being" ) here by ignor ing the limited 

t e n  in the con v ic t ion that 
anarchism, whi l e  perhaps no t 
the most att rac t i v e  po litical 
phi l osophy, is certa i n l y  exce.1-
l en t  med ic ine for epistemology, 
and f or the philosophy o! sc i
ence .( p . 1 7) 

He g iv es an an a l ys is o f  the historical 
basis f or this con t e n t ion , us ing both 
po l it i c a l  and historical exarrples . And 
he d is cusses the ro l e  o f  acc ident and 
pu rpose f u l  rule  and method breaking 
as the pro g en i tors o f  l iberat ion and 
d is covery,  though he t e l ls us in a 
f oo t no t e :  " I  hope that hav ing re ad 
the pa mphlet the reader will remember 
me as a f l ippant Dad aist an d not as 
a ser io us anarchist . " ( p .  2 1 )  

Us i n g  the hist or y o f  a t o m ism 
f ro m  ant iqu i t y  t o  N i e ls Bohr and the 

meaning such a statement would hold 
in conven t ional  phi losoi:iUcal discourse. 
Instead , she expands its meaning beycnd 
reason to sugg est that the statement 
may imply that " a l l  is the same in 
nature ," as though diff erences of less 
than onto log ica l  signi ficance couldn't 
re main quite re a l .  Of co urse , this may 
be what deep eco log ists rea l ly intend 
( I doubt it, though I haven' t read the 
boo k) , but Biehl does not make this at 
a l l  clear in her essay. I am left feeling 
some what sympathet ic with Devall an d 
Sess ions bec ause the y seem to be mis
rep resented at t imes in her essay. 

Boo kchin' s essay, while its criticisms 
are more coherent ( a  sec t ion entit led 
" The ' Deep' Mal thus ians" is especially  
we l l  done) , is  guilty o f  some question
abl e  hyperbo le and some t iringly repe
t it ive verbal abuse o f  its o wn .  ( His 
essay, " Thinking ecologically," reviewed 
else where in this issue is much bet t er 
written . )  Ho wever, if you' re interested 
in f o l lo wing the arguments of the major 
combatants in the debates over the 
traj ectory of rad ic al ecological theory, 
these essays are required reading . Send 
$1 . 00 for each issue .  

PAGAN S FOR PEACE ( PO B 6 5 31 ,  
Stat ion A, Toronto,  Ontario MS W 1X4 
Canada) cont inues to be publ ished 13 
times a year by Sam Wagar . The latest 
issu e,  #33 ( Vo l .  3, #7,  January 9988 
a . d . a . ) , is  mildly interest ing as usua l .  
This 10-page issue features a discussion 
o f  the three c a l endar cycles of  the 
Wiccan ritua l year--seasonal  sabbats 
( Samhain,  Candlemas , Beltaine, Lammas), 
solar sabbats ( the solst ices and equ i
noxes ) ,  and the lunar cyc l e .  Also in
c luded are an appeal for the Olnvocation 
of Earth Rel ig ions to End Starvat ion 
( C. E. R . E. S . ) , a short confess ional on 
being a "Je wish witch," and a short dis
c laimer d issoc iat ing paganism from new 
ageism. Subs er ipt ions are $ 15 .  

THE FALL 1987 S PEC IAL I S SUE OF 
F I F TH ESTATE ( PO B  0254 8 ,  Detro it,  
MI.  48202)  is  devot ed almost ent ire ly 
to an important essay, " Ho w  Deep is 
Deep Eco logy; A Cha l lenge to Rad ical  
Env ironmentalism," by George Bradford. 
Everyone at all interested in the current 
shape of the eco log ical-industrial crisis 
and its st i l l-emerging owasition should 
read this issue o f  Fifth F.state. It con
tains an extr.emely we l l-done crit ique 
of the most important def icienc ies o f  
rad ica l  environmenta l ism, with specific 
e mpha s i s  on its neo- Mal thus ianism, 
ahistor ical perspectives, and anti-libera
tory postu res on soc i a l  issues . At the 
center of criticism here is the l itt le 
ol igarchy which speaks f or Earth First! 
( the organi zat ion/ mov ement) thro ugh 
its contro l of Earth First! ( the  journal) , 
whi le attempt ing to deny its intenticns 
o f  contro l l ing both the terms and limits 
of debate apd ac tion within this "move
ment . "  The spe c i a l  issue of Fifth Bltate 

The r e  is  no ide a ,  ho wever 
an c ient and absu rd that is not 
c apab l e  o f  irrprov ing our kno w
l edg e .  The who l e  history o f  
tho ught is absorbed into science 
and is used for irrproving every 
s ing l e  theory.  Nor is po l it ic a l  
interference rej ec ted . It  m a y  
be needed to o v e r c o m e  the 
c h a u v inism of s cience that 
r e s i s t s  a l tern a t ives to the 
status quo .(p .4 7 )  
Adopt ing the historical development 

o f  s cience as his point of orientat ion 
an d as the cornerstone o f  t h is argu
men t ,  he c l ai ms  that the contradictory 
de velopmen ts o f  v ar i o us theor ies , 
and the methodo logies which generate 

is avai lable  f or $ .  75 plus postage, while 
subs cr ipt ions ( we l l  worth the price for 
unqu es t ionab ly the best paper published 
in North Amer ica f or man y  years) are 
current ly $5 . 00 / year for this. quarterly. 

THE N O V E M B E R/ SAM HA I N  I S S UE 
OF EARTH F I RST! ( POB 5871,  Tucson , 
AZ .  85 703 )  conta ins the usua l fair to 
exc e l lent art ic les on direct acticn pro
tests,  endang ered species news (Grizzly 
and Blac k Bears in this issue) , the 
dec imat ion of the wor ld' s forests ( and 
part icularly rain forests) , et c .  Yet the 
group of people woo put out the paper 
are g iv ing no gro und in the ir def ense 
of a l l  that is worst and worthless in 
the ir out look( s) .  The y are maintaining 
the pre tence that EF! is mer e l y  " an 
independent ly o wned ne wspaper within 
the broad Earth First !  mov emen t ," and 
not its " off icial" paper .  However, as it 
is the on l y  rea l  med ia voice of the 
"mov ement," this subterfuge wears pretty 
thin . Of no te in this regard is Dave 
Foreman's " Whither Earth First ! ?" in 
which he sets do wn the ideo log ica l  
limits to  Earth First!er's correct line of 
thought . Despite his ins istence that he 
has " no des ire to d ic tate what EF! is ," 
he continues to " invite" those woo 
d isagree with. him to get out . Also 
notable,  are Foreman's  ca l l  to oppose 
the "sanctuary mov ement" ( he ' d  rather 
see the people d ie in the third wor ld 
where the y "be long") , R. Wills Flowers's 
fut i le attempt to mount a def ense 
against Murray Bookchin' s criticisms of 
Foreman and deep · eco logy, and Chim 
Blea's  red-ba iting den unc iation of "the 
c urrent Redgreen pogro m" ( as  i f  an y
thing more than pub l ic criticism were 
invo lved) . And fina lly ( notable most 
for its une xpectedness given the general 
lac k of integrity sho wn by the other 
art icl es  men t ioned) , there is a ( rather 
se lec t ively edited) reprint of a parqillet 
critic a l  of Earth First !' s  internal sup
press ion o f  l iterature d istribut ion by 
anarchist EF! ers, its bully-boy tactics 
in this regard , l eader-worshipi� (total 
intolerance for an y  cr it icism of sacred 
Ed ward Abbey) ,  etc .  This very interest
ing pamphlet, "Alien- Nation," is available 
f rom POB 10122,  Olympia, WA. 98502 ) . 
S a mp le iss u es o f  Earth First! are 
avai lab le f or $ 2 . 00 each.  

may app ro ac h  the re l ig io us  
an arc hist in h i s  oppos i t ion to 
s cience an d the material world, 
he may out do an y Nob e l  Prize 
winner in his v igorous defence 
of s ci en t i f i c  pu rity.  He has no 
obj ection to regarding the fabric 
o f  the wor ld as des cr ibed by 
science and re vea l ed by his 
sens es as a chimera that either 
con c e a ls a deeper and, perhaps, 
spi ritua l re a l it y, or is a mere 
web of dre a ms that re vea ls,  
and con c e a l s ,  nothing .(p.189-90) 
Emp lo y ing examp l es f ro m  Gre e k  

history and the "spat io-tempor a l" 
log ic o f  Neo l ithic tr ibes , Feyerabend 
at t e mpts to des cr ibe the bui ld ing 
blocks of understan ding that underlie 
s cient i fi c  kno wledg e .  He as cr ibes 
gre at importance to the developmental 
aspec ts o f  l ang uage,  s in c e  l an g ua g e  
isn' t mer e l y  a ne ut r a l  instr ument to 
be us ed f or obj ec t i v e  descript ion . Its 
"gramm ar contains a cosmology . • •  which 
in f luences tho ught , behav ior, percep
t ion . "( p . 22 3 ) 

He c r i t i c i zes the hist or ica l  dog
mat ism and rigidity of a s ci en t i f ic  
methodo logy w hich has supp ressed 
all  other trad it ions . The pec u l i a r l y  
narrow development of western science 
is d ire c t l y  re l at ed to the suppression 
o f  other tr ibes , re l ig ions , and intel
lec t u a l  methodo logies by Olristianity. 
S lo wly, he states ,  non- wes t ern , non
Judeo- Chr ist ian manners of perception 
and scien t i f ic invest igation are being 
red is cov ered . He p resents  China' s 
re vers ion to orien t a l  med ic ine , ac u
pressure , herba l ism, et c .  a f t e r  the 
re vo l ut ion as an examp l e .  Rej ecting 
some o f  the dogmas o f  wes t ern s ci 
enc e ,  t h e  Chinese ha ve prov en the 
e f f icac y o f  an c ient p rac tices. Stone 
age ast rono my, Po l ynes ian sea travel 
an d Incan brain su rg ery are other 
prac t ices which canno t be explained 
a wa y by west ern rat ion a l ists . 

Ins t ead o f  e l ev ating science to an 
unapp ro ac hable, mechanistic "authority 
o f  big-shots hid ing behind a no n 
ex ist ing methodology • • •  "(p.309) ,  science 
and ed ucat ion sho u ld be sepa rate, in 
the same way re l ig ion and s choo ls 
are sepa rated . By learning, examining, 
prob ing man y  the o r i es and paradigms 
a more truthfu l obj ec t i v i t y  can be 
exper ienced by a gro wing individual .  

To develop a more f u l ly represen
tat ive s cience,  as we l l  as a more 
f l ex ib l e  societ y, Feyerabend ins ists 
that " i t is up t o  · the c i t i zens of a 
f re e  soc iet y t o  e i ther ac c ept the 
chauvinism of science • • •  or to overcome 
it by the co unterforce o f  pub l ic ac
t ion . "( p . 30 7 )  

Tho ugh Feyerabend makes a direct, 
inverse conne c t ion bet ween a scien
t ist ic , rat ion a l ist soc iety and the 
creat ive expression of the individual, 
he stops at the l aboratory door . A 
structura l chang e in soc iety fa l ls 
o ut s ide his c r i t iqu e .  
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Col lected b y  Erich Scheurmann 
1 1  l ustrations by Joost Swarte 

Translated by Mart i n  Beu mer 

ldltor's note: 'lhe Papalagl ( with the 
' g' pronounced as an ' h' ,  or so I was 
told by the origina l Engl ish publ ishers, 
Rea l Free Press in Amsterd am) is a 
c o l lec t ion of speeches written by the 
South Pac i fic chief Tuiavil  of Tiavea , 
and intended t or his peop l e .  The y  f i rst 
appeared in a Ger man ed it ion so met i me 
in the ear l y  t wen t ies ,  in a trans lat ion 
by his f riend Eric Scheurmann . A trans
lat ion was publ ished in Dutch in 1929, 
from which the Eng l ish trans lat ion was 
then made in 197 1 .  As beco mes qu ickly 
apparent when one reads it, 1he PapaJecl. 
ls a sor t o f  cr i t ical  reverse anthropology ' 
in which white , european c i v i l ization is 
thorough l y  d issec ted and evaluated with 
the puz z l ed cont e mpt that it so we l l  
riese r ve'! f ro m  a "pri mit ive" perspective. 

he Papa lagi have a strangely 
conf used way of thinkin� . 
The y a l  ways rac k the ir 
brains to extract more pro
fits or r ights f rom things .  

And their considerat ion is  not for  
human ity, but for  one  sing l e  person 
only. And that s ingle person is them
se lves .  

When somebody says :  " My head 
belongs to me and to nobody but 
me," he is very r ight and nobody 
can speak up against it . Up to this 
po int , Papalagi and me share our 
v ie ws .  But when he continues :  " That 
palm t ree is mine ," only because 
that tree happens to gro w in front 
of his hut , then he behaves as if he 
made the palm tree gro w himse l f .  
But that p a lm  tree belongs to nobody. 
To nobody! It is God' s hand,  reaching 
o ut to us f rom the so i l .  G od has 
man y han ds .  Every tree,  every blade 
of grass , the sea,  the sky and the 
c louds that f loat by, the y are a l l  
God' s hands . We may use them f or 
our p leasure , but we may never sa y: 
" God' s  hand is my hand ." But that is 
what the Papa lag i  do no w. 

In our  language " lau" means "mine," 
but it a lso means " yours ." It's almost 
the same thing . But in the language 
of the Papalagi, it is hard to find two 
words that d i f f er so much in meaning 
as "mine" and " yours ."  Mine means 
that something be longs ent irely to 
m e .  Yours means be long ing entire l y  
to somebody else.  That' s why the 
Papalag i  cal ls ever ything that stands 
c lose to his house "mine ." Nobody is 
ent it led to it but him.  When you 
v isit  a Papalag i and see something 
there , a tree or a f rui t ,  wood or 
water or a pile of d irt , there is 
al ways someone aro und to say: " It' s 
m ine,  and don' t l et me c atch you 
taking it from my property! "  When 
you st i l l  touch something , he wil l  
start s creaming and c a l l  yo u a thief! 
That is the worst curse he kno ws .  
An d  onl y  because you dared to touch 
t he other m an' s  " his ."  His fr iend and 
the servan ts t o  the chief wi l l  co me 
r unning ,  they will put you in chains 
and thro w you in the g loomiest pfui
pfui (pr ison) and people w i l l  despise 
you f or the rest o f  your life . 

No w to avo id people touching 
things that so mebody else dec lared 
his , a law is set up to declare what 
is his and what is m ine . And there 
are people in Europe that spend 
the ir wm le l ife pa ying attent ion 
that the la w isn' t broken, that nothing 
wi l l  be taken a way f rom the Papalagi 
that he has decl ared to be his . In 
that manner,  the Papa lag i  want to 
make the impression that the y  have 
a rea l  right to those things ,  as if  
G od has g iven his things a way f or 
a l ways .  As i f the pa lm trees , the 
f lo wers , the trees ,  the sea, the air 
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and the clouds are really his property. 
The Papalag i are in need o f  laws 

guard ing their "m ine ," because otrnr
wise , the people with l ittle  or no 
m ine at a l l  wo uld take it a way from 
them. Because if there are people 
that c l aim a lot for themselves, there 
are al ways a lot of others left stand
ing empt y-handed . Not ever ybody 
kno ws the tricks and hidden s igns 
by which you can gather  a lot o f  
mine and also a k ind o f  courage is 
needed , that has l itt le or no thing to 

do with what we cal l  honor . And it 
may very wel l  be poss ib le,  that those 
Papalagi who stand with empty hands, 
because the y d idn' t want to rob and 
insult God, are the best o f  their 
tribe . But man y  Papa lagi like that do 
not ex ist . 

Most o f  them rob God witho ut 
even a t race o f  shame . They don' t 
kno w an y better .  The y are not aware 
o f  any wrongdoing, everybody does 
it and nobody sees an y harm done 
or feels bad abo ut it . Many also 
rec e ive the ir  pi le of mine at b irth, 
f rom their f athers . And God has 
a lmost no thing left , bec ause  the 
people have taken it and transformed 
it into mine and yours . His sun, 
intended f or all  o f  us, c annot be 
d iv ided even l y  an ymore ,  because one 
demands more than the other . In the 
nic e  open spac es wrere tre sun shines 
in al l  its splendor, only a few people 
are s itt ing , while a who le cro wd o f  
others t r y  to c atch a pale ray o f  
l ight s itt ing i n  the shado ws .  God 
c annot rej o ice with al l  his heart , 
bec ause he isn' t the alii sili ( ruler) 
in his o wn house an ymore . The Papa
lag i  den y him by saying that every
thing is theirs . But to that ins ight 
the y never come, no matter  ho w 
hard the y  think . 

On the contrary, the y cons ider 
their deeds fair and honest . But in 
God' s e yes , the y are unfair  and d is
honest . 

When the y would make use o f· 
their common sense, they wou ld cer
tainly  understand that nothing we 
c annot ho ld, be longs to us and that , 
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wren the go ing gets rough we cannot 
hold on to anything. Then also he 
would start rea l i z ing that God made 
his ho use so big, because he wanted 
there to be plac e  f or everybody and 
happiness also . And it certainly would 
be big eno ugh f or everybody, so 
they could all  f ind a sunny spot , a 
smal l share of happiness, a f e w  palm 
t rees and certainly a spot for his 
t wo feet to stand on , j ust as God 
wanted and des ired it to be. Ho w 
could God ever forget one of his own 
chi ldren? 

But st i l l , there are many feverishly 
looking for that t iny, little spot that 
God has reserved f or them.  

Because the Papalag i  don' t want 
to l isten to God' s word and start 
making laws of  their own, God sends 
them man y things that threaten their 
property .  He sends heat and rain to 
destroy his mine,  it ages , crumb l es ,  
and rots a way. God g ives storm and 
fire po wer over the ir mine a lso . And 
worst of all  he introduces fear in 
the hearts of the Papalag i .  Fear is 
the main thing he has acquired. A 
Papalagi's sleep is never quiet, because 
he has to be on the alert all  the 
t ime, so the things he has amassed 
in the dayt ime are not stolen f rom 
him during the night . His hands and 
senses have to be busy hold ing on 
t o  his property, all the t ime . And all 
t hrough the day, his mine pesters him 
and laughs in his fac e ,  sho uts at 
him because it is stolen f rom God, it 
tortures him and g ives him a lot o f  
misery. 

But God inf l ic ted a heavier pu
n ishment than fear on the Papalag i .  
He gave them the strugg le  bet ween 
those that have l itt le  or nothing at 
a l l, and those who have a lot . That 
struggle is hot and v iolent and rages 
day and night . It is a strugg le  that 
everybody suffers from and is crewing 
up the j oy o f  l iv ing . Those that 
have a lot should g ive some of it 
a way, but the y don' t wan t to . The 
have-nots also want the ir share , but 
the y get nothing . Seldom also the y 
are warr iors of  God .  They consist 
mainly o f  people that came too late 
when the loot was being div ided, or 
o f  those that were too clumsy or 
d idn' t have the opportunit y to grab 
something . That they are robbing God, 
enters nobody' s  mind. And only rarely 
does an o ld ,  wise man stand up ,  and 
urges people to put everything back 
int o  God' s hands . 

Brothers! What is your opinion of  
a man who has a b ig ho use , big 
enough to lodge an ent ire Samoan 
vi l lage,  and who doesn' t permit a 
trav eller to spend the night und er 
his roo f ?  What do you think of a 
man who ho lds an ent ire bunch o f  
bananas i n  his hands an d who is 
un w i l l ing to give even a s ingle fruit 
to the starving man who pleads f or 
it . I c an see the ang er f l aring up in 
your eyes and the contempt coming 
to your l ips .  Kno w  then , that the 
Papalagi ac t this way every ho ur, 
every day. Even if  he has a hundred 
mats ,  he won' t give a way a s ing l e  
o n e  t o  his brother who h as  none . 
No , he even b lames his brother f or 
hav ing none. Even if his hut is stuffed 
to the roo f  with f ood,  so much that 
he and his aiga ( f amily) cannot eat 
it in years, he wi l l  not even go look 
f or his brothers who have nothing 
to eat and loo k pa le and hungry. 
And there are man y  pale and hungry 
Papal ag i .  

T h e  palm tree, upon ripening, 
sheds leaves and frui t .  The Papalagi 
l ive l ike palm trees that .ho ld on to 
the ir fruit and leaves and say: " 'They 
are mine . "  People are not allowed to 
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eat an ything from it! Ho w co u ld a 
tree l ike t hat ever bear new fruit? 
The pa lm trees are wiser than the 
Papal ag i .  

Amongst us a lso there are those 
that have more than others and we 
honor the chief , woo has man y  mats 
and pigs . But that honor only awlies 
to his person and not to his mats 
and pigs , because we gave those to 
him ourse lv es ,  to sho w our happiness 
and to honor his great wisdom and 
co urag e .  But the Papalagi ronor their 
brothers , because of their many pigs 
and mats and the ir wisdom is never 
cons idered. A Papalagi witho ut pigs 
or mats is se ldom or never honored . 

As t he pigs and mats do not walk 
to  the poor and need y all by them
se lves , the Papalagi see no reason 
why the y should bring them to the ir  
brothers themse lves .  Because for his 
brother he has no respect,  on ly  for 
mats and pigs and those he wou ld 
rather keep to himse l f .  When he 
wou ld love and honor his brother, 
and not l ive in con f l ict abo ut the 
m ine and yours , then he wou ld bring 
him mats so as to share and enj oy 
his b ig mine t ogether . Then he would 
share his o wn  mat , inst ead of chasing 
him o ut into the d ark n ight . 

But the Papa lagi  don' t rea l ize 
that God has g iven us pa lm trees, 
bananas and our precious taro,  the 
b irds in the f o rest and a l l  the f ish 
in the sea,  for ever ybody's enjoyment 
and happiness . And not only for a 
fe w, whi le the rest can suf fer hard
ships and need .  lh>se that are blessed 
by God with f u l l  hands, should share 
with their brothers , otherwise the 
f ruits in the ir hands wi l l  rot a way.  
Because God extends his multitude 
of  hands to everybody, he doesn' t 
want one to have much more than 
the other, or somebody saying: " I' m  
s t and ing in t he sunshine and you 
must stand in the shado w." We a l l  
be long in the s unshine . 

When God keeps ever ything in 
his j ust hands , there are no struggles 
and there is no need . No w the smart 
Papalagi want t o  make us bel ieve 
that nothing belongs to God! Whatever 
yo u c an grab with yo ur hands belongs 
t o  you! But let' s c lose our ears for 
such fool ish talk and stick to common 
sense : everything be longs to  God . 

Translator's Note: Everybody famil iar 
with the fac t  that the Samoans l ive in 
a tot a l  shared-property soc iety wi l l  
understand Tuiavi i' s  contempt for our  
laws o f  propert y.  The concept of  "mine" 
and " thine" is s imp l y  unkno wn to the m .  
D.lring a l l  m y  travels ,  the nat ives have 
a l ways shared the i r  hut , mat an d food 
and ever ything with me, witho ut even a 
second tho ught . The f irst words o f  
greet ing spoken by a village chief would 
be o ften :  " Everything that's mine, belongs 
to yo u . "  The conc ept o f  " the ft"  a lso 
was unkno wn to the islanders. Everything 
be longs to everybody. And everything 
be longs to God . 

THE PAPAI.A.GI will be continued 
in our next issue with • The Great 
Spirit is Stronger than Machines.• 
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Between Concept and Reality Chntlnued 

tat ion o f  the wor ld,  and that this 
dua lism is incorrpa.tible with anarchist 
theory. In d iv id ing the wor ld into 
t wo rea lms o f  ex istence (the natural 
an d  the supernat ural, or the spiritual 
and the material ,  or the sacred and 
the p ro fan e ,  et c .) re l ig ion at the 
same t i me den i es that an y more 
fundamen t a l  uni ty ex ist s .  In this 
s.ense the adopt ion of a re l ig io us  
perspe c tive o n  th e  wor ld invo lv es 
an a priori dec ision to spl it the 
wor ld do wn the center and then 
interp re t  ever ything in terms o f  
the t wo abstract, q:pos ing categories 
one " be l ieves" in . Bec ause one ' s  
exper ience cons t ant ly changes while 
these categor i es re main rigidly con
stan t , the categories as abso l ut e  
con c epts can come t o  seem more 
rea l  than the expe r iences they are 
us ed to interpre t . In other words 
the y bec o me re i f i ed .  

The fact  that this met aphys i c a l  
dua l ism or i g inates a s  a p roduct o f  
human int e l lec t  is f orgot ten . And 
the p ro c ess o f  re l ig io us  a l ienat ion 
completes itse lf  as the abso l ut e  
concepts bec o me increas ingly dense 
an d  concret i zed . More and more 
p roj ec t ions of the qua l it ies of one's 
se lf  and one's world are incorporated 
int o  them and the y appear increas 
ing ly autonomous an d  make increasing 
demands upon the i r  be l ievers , par 
t ic u larly  w he n  the y reach the stage 
o f  personification (as "God" &: " Satan" 
or the i r  equ ivalents) . 

The ent ire p ro c ess o f  reificat ion 
is in some ways equivalen t  to  sub
st itut ing a fa lse f or a true premise 
in a sy l logis m .  No matter ho w hard 
re l igious be lievers try to be logical, 
the i r  re asoning al  ways re mains dis
torted as a res u l t  of the i r  distorted 
p re mises . As Jay put it in another 
context ( in a letter to  me) , this 
t ype of fundamental semantic misin
terp retat ion o f  rea l ity " is  akin to 
programm ing a ' log ic - bo mb' into  a 
comput er' s operat ing so ft ware," and 
l eads to se lf-destructive conclusions 
on a multitude of levels. For exarrple, 
se If-f l ag e l l at ion or se If-immolation 
onl y  become poss ibl e  when people 
ha v e  f i rst convinced themse lves 
that the y are not " re a l ly" their own 
bod ies , that their own flesh is "evil," 

or etc . 

Critical theory 

But what does a l l  this hav e  to 
do with an archy? It sho u ld be ob
v io us  that if people cannot think 

c l early or reason logica l ly then 
they wi l l  l ikely be cr iw led in their 
abi l it i es  to l ive,  wor k and play with 
each other outs ide o f  an imposed 
syste m  of author itarian contro l .  As 
long as a vei l o f  i deo log ical my.>ti
f i cat ion obscures our corrmon world 
and p revents us f ro m  see ing an d  
understan d ing o u r  re l at ion t o  each 
other we wi l l  remain lost in its 
d arkness . Rei f icat ion is not a mono
poly o f  re l ig ion , but the concept of  
God is the archetypal re i f icat ion 
f ro m  which a l l  other ideo log ies 
take thei r  for m .  As such it is an 
essen t i a l  l ink in the chain of control 
whi c h  b inds us . And c ut t ing this 
l in k  one way or ano ther is an un
avo idab l e  st ep on the road to anar
chy .  

The a l ternat ive to re i fi c at ion is 
d ia l ec t ica l or crit ical  theor y-- the 
equ i valent o f  syst ematic unbelief in 
absol ut e  conc ept s .  This a lternative 
beg ins with a ref us a l  to v iolate the 
fundamen t a l  uni t y  of our world and 
our exper ien c e :  it is cons istent ly 
ho l istic rather than dualist ic .  Further, 
it involves an ac ut e apprec iat ion of 
the ro l e  and limits or l anguage in 
human understan d ing . It  ref uses t o  
invest an y con cept with abso l ut e  
truth,  value,  or c laim t o  ulti mat e 
rea l it y  bec aus e  no concept can ever 
fu lly capture any part of the seamless 
re a l it y  of the wor ld of human ex
perien c e . From a dialect ica l perspec
tive  concepts alway.> remain concepts, 
nothing more and nothing les s .  And 
these conc epts can ne ver be more 
than abstract  approx imat ions of the 
re a l it y  we experience . Bec aus e  a l l  
conc epts can b e  on l y  finite awroxi
mat ions , an y concept ual  dua l it ies 
must al ways re main f ini te and rela
t iv e,. an d nev er beco me abso l ut es .  

Despite the fact  that at i ts core 
re l ig ion invo lv es a d isabl ing misin
terp re ta t ion o f  expe r ience, it is not 
an " abso l ut e "  evi l .  As Jay argues , 
re l i g ion as a wro le is much more 
co mp lex and harder to pin do wn .  
The var i o us  re l ig io us  be l iefs run 
the gamut f rom harmfu l, to worthless, 
t o  re l at iv e l y  ben ign systems of i llu
s ion . Even the most harmfu l o f  
re l ig ions us ua l ly preserve at least 
so me v aluabl e  ins ights despite them
se lv es . The problem as ever is to  
separate the wheat fro m  the chaff , 

and this  must inevitably in vo lv e  a 
rej ec t ion o f  the core o f  re l ig ion , 
i ts re i ficat ion . 

Finite metaphors 

Once the re l ig io us  core is elimi
nat e d ,  we are left with only  fin i te 
an d  re l at ive concept ual  syste ms 
within a wor ld wrose u l t imate unity 
has been red is co v ered . W ithin tJ tiS 
now atheist perspective the categories 
asso c i at ed with re l ig ion can regain 
their or igin a l  and true mean ings as 
finite  met aprors rather than realities 
in themselves. This selective rejection 
o f  re i f ication wi l l  leave the more 
ben ign re l igious tradit ions relat ively 
intac t ,  but it  wi l l  devastate the 
more mal ignan t .  And it is on l y  in 
this sense ( of religious belief sy.>terns 
that have been reduced to f i n i te 
concept ua l syst e ms) that Jay' s  im
pass ioned def ens e  of people's ability 
t o  use whatever "belief system" they 
w ish to really becomes understandable 
to  me . As long as the concepts 
usua l ly associ ated with religion are 
e mp loyed in su ch a way that an y 
re ification is both consciously avoided 
and explicit ly denied ,  an archists 
and athe ists sho u ld have no re ason 
to get unduly exci ted by the ir us e .  
Spec i f i c  concept s an d met aphors in 
the mse lves do not caus e  problems . 
It is the form o f  the i r  use--w�ther 
it is d ialec t ic a l  or ideo logical-that 
is of rea l  import an c e . 

U lt imate ly, an enl ightened atheist 
pos it ion will not atterq>t to deny any 
aspec t of people' s  experien c e ,  it  
will  on l y  prov ide a means for people 
to interpret their experiences witrout 
resort to absolut es .  Our aim as 
anarchists and atheists srould never 
be the subst itut ion of one form o f  
pos i t ive be lief ( in Science,  Reason, 
or Human ity  f or example) for re l i 
g i o us  be lief . It  must b e  the pheno 
meno logical and dialectical acceptance 
that a mult itude of finite conceptual 
systems are pot ent ial ly  v a l id" in 
the i r  app ropriate contexts ,  that 
there are as man y ways o f  inter
p ret ing the wor ld as there are in
d iv idua l human perspec tives , and 
that an y be l ief in concepts o f  ab
so l ut e  truth, v a lue, or rea l ity wil l  
a lways prove i l lusory. As Ken Knabb 
has apt ly put it in his pamphlet , 
'lhe Realization and Suppression of 
Religion, " The revolut ionary mov e
ment must oppose re l ig ion , but no t  
i n  p referring to i t  a vulgar amoralism 
or phil ist ine common sens e .  It must 
take its stand on the other side o f  
re l igion . Not l es s  than it b ut  more." 
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Ken Knabb has published his own 
j ournal, BU REAU OF PUBLIC SE
CRETS, and several pa.rq>hlets, in
cluding REMARKS ON CONTRADIC
TION AND ITS FAILURE and DOUBLE 
REFLECTION. These are available 
f'rom the Bureau of Public Secrets, 
POD 1044, Berkeley, CA. 94701. He 
has also edited and translated the 
excellent SITIJATIONIST INTERNA
TIONAL ANTHOLOGY, copies of which 
are available for $9.05 postpa.id from 
C.A. L. , POD 1446, Columbia, MO. 
65205-1446, and on consignment at 
the Columbia Community Grocery, 
1100 Locust Street in Columbia. 

Introductory note 
THE R EAL I ZAT I ON AN D SUP

PRESSION OF RELIG I ON was first 
published in March, 1977. Unfortu
nately, its message has rarely been 
heard ( or if heard, then not ab
sorbed) by those who could most 
immediately benefit from it. I refer 
here to those most influenced and 
inspired by the Situationist Interna
tional, yet who have performed so 
poorly the task of cormuticating tre 
spirit of their vision in North Ameri-
ca. 

For the rest of us, the language 
of' Knabb's essay must be allowed to 
filter through our perspectives as 
outsiders to the situationist project. 
To let his terminology or his view
point as a situationist insider deter 
us from reading and understanding 
what is most worthwhile in this 
work would be a huge loss for all 
of us. While I am hardly in agreement 
with everything he has to say, I 
still consider that every single one 
o f  the major points Ken Knabb 
makes here can be fruitfully consi
dered and digested. He does not 
waste words. He refuses most of 
the more self-defeating postures 
adopted by other situationists. And 
he has something genuinely worth
while to say to us about, not only 
religion, but more i.Jq>ortantJy, our 
lives. 

For those who have not yet 
encountered the Situationist Inter
national in particular or . the situa
tionist proj ect in general, tre Situa
tionist International was formed in 
1957 by a few avant-garde groups 
in Europe. In the words of Ken 
Knabb in his introduction to THE 
S I TUATION I S T  I N TERNATIONAL AN
THOLOGY, "over the next decade 
the S. I.  developed an increasingly 
incisive and coherent critique of 
modem society and of its bureau
cratic pseudo-opposition, and its 
new methods of agitation were in
fluential in leading up to the May 
1968 revolt in France. Since then
although the S. I. itself' was dissolved 
in 1 9 72 -situationist theses and 
tactics have been taken q> by radical 
currents in dozens of countries all 
over the wor Id." 

Now, as much as ever, an under
standing of the situationist project 
remains an essential part of wx:ler
standing the possibilities and pros
pects for any genuine revolutionary 
movement today. --Lev Cllemyi 
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Re l ig ion undoubtedly surpasses 
every other hu man ac t i v i t y  in 
sheer quan t i t y  an d variet y o f  
b u l lshi t .  If  one cons iders in 
add it ion its ro l e  as ac c o mp l ic e  
o f  c l ass dominat ion thro ugho ut 
hist ory, it is l itt le wonder that 
it has bro ught up on itse l f  the 
con t e mpt an d hatred of ever 
in creas ing n umb ers o f  people, in 
part ic u l ar o f  revo l ut ion ar ies . 

The s ituat ionists recomnenced 
the rad ic a l  cr i t ique o f  re l i g ion, 
which had been aban doned by 
the Lef t , an d extended it to its 
m odern , sec u l ar i zed f or ms-- the 
spec tac l e ,  sac r ific i a l  loyalty to 
leaders or ideo logy, et c .  But 
the i r  ho ld ing to a one -s ided , 
und ia l ec t i c a l  position on religion 
has ref l ec t ed an d re i n f or c ed 
c e r t a i n d e f e c t s i n  t h e  
s ituat ionist movement . �veloping 
o ut o f  the perspe c t ive that to be 
supe rceded ,  art must be both 
r e a l i z e d a n d s u p p r e s s e d , 
s i t uat ionist theory fa i l ed  to see 
that an an alogo us pos i t ion was 
ca l l ed f or regard ing re l ig ion . 

R e l i g io n  i s  the a l ienated 
exp ress ion o f  the qua l itat ive,  
the "fantast ic realizat ion of man ." 
The re v o l ut i o n a r y  mov ement 
must oppose re l ig ion , but not in 
preferring to it a vulgar amoralism 
or phi l ist ine co mm on sens e .  It 
mus t take its stand on the other 
side of re l ig io n . Not less than it 
but more . 

When re l i g io n  is treat ed by 
the s itua t ionists, i t  is us ua l ly 
b r o u g ht in o n l y  in its most 
super f i c i a l ,  spec tac u l ar aspects, 
as a str a w  dog to be contemp
tuously refut ed by those incapable 
o f  r e f ut i n g  an yt h i n g  e l se . 
Except ion a l ly, the y may v aguely 
ac c ept a Boehme or a Brotherhx>d 
o f  the Free Spi rit  into the ir 
pan theon of "greats" becaus e  
the y  are ment ioned fa vorably by 
the S . I .  But ne ver an yth ing that 
wo uld cha l leng e them personally. 
Issues des erv ing examinat ion and 

deba t e  are ignored bec a use they 
h a v e  b e en m o n o p o l i z ed b y  
re l ig ion o r  happen t o  b e  couched 
in part i a l l y  re ligious terms. Some 
may sense the inad equac y o f  
such a d is m iss a l ,  but are not 
su re ho w  e lse to operat e on 
su ch a taboo terrain an d so they 
t oo sa y nothing or f a l l bac k on 
ban a l it i es . For people woo wan t 
t o  " s up e r c e d e  a l l  c u l t u r a l  
ac qu ire ments" and re a l i ze the 
" tot a l  man ," the s ituationists are 
o ft en su rp rising l y  igno rant o f  
the most e l ementary features of 
re l i g ion . 

It is not a mat ter o f  add ing in a 
dose o f  re l igion to round out our per
spective , to create a situat ionism 
" with a hum an fac e . "  One does not 
human i ze a too l,  a cr itical  method . 
( The not ion o f  "human i zing Marxism'' 
on l y  re vea ls the ideo log ical nature 
o f  the Marx ism in quest ion . )  It is a 
matter o f  examining the bl ind spots 
and dogmat ic rigid it ies that have 
developed out of a largely j ustifiable 
critical assau lt on re l igion . It is 
precise l y  wren a theoret ical position 
has been v ic torious that it beco mes 

both poss ibl e  and nec essary to crit i
c i ze it with more vigor . The ro ugh 
f ormula that was provocat ive in an 
earl ier cont ext beco mes a bas is f or 
ne w ideo log ies . A qualitative advance 
is o ft en ac corrpanied by an awarently 
paradox ical  retard at ion . 

It is not enough to explain religion 
by its soc ial  ro le  or hist or ical deve-

lopment . '!'re content that is expressed 
in re l ig io us  forms must be discovered. 
Because revolut ionaries haven' t really 
co me to terms . with religion, it contin
ua Hy ret urns to haunt the m .  Because 
the crit ique of it has re mained ab 
strac t ,  superfic i a l, vulgar materialist, 
re l ig ion cont inua l ly eng en ders ne w 
forms o f  i tse l f ,  even among those 

The Realization and 

"Religion is the alienated expression of the qualitative, 
the 'fantastic realization of man.' The revolutionary movement 
must oppose religion, but not in preferring to it a vulgar 
amoralism or philistine common sense. It must take its stand 
on the other side of religion. Not less than it but more." 



Winter 1 988 

woo were previo us ly against it for 
a l l  the correct "materialistic" reasons . 
The s ituat ionists can co mplacent ly 
observe that " al l  the Churches are 
decomposing" and not not ice that we 
are also witness ing , p re c ise l y  in the 
most industrial ly  adv anced countries, 
the pro l iferat ion o f  tho us ands o f  
re l ig ions and neoreligions . Every ne w 

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed 

per ience of the revolut ionary move
ment . The bas is of the crit ique o f  
"sacrif ice ," for example,  i s  not that 
one shou ld be ego ist ic in principle-
that it is a bad thing to be altruistic, 
et c . -- but stems f ro m  observat ion of 
the tendency of sacr ifice and sacri
ficial  ideology to be irrportant factors 
in the maintaining of hierarchy and 

cause that demands sacrifice of one's 
"better se lf"--one's integrity, oonesty, 
magnanimity. 

In emphas iz ing exc lusively the 
immed iate enj oyments to be found in 
revolut ionary ac tivity-- out of naive 
enthus iasm or with the aim of political 
or sexua l  seduction --the situationists 
have set themse lves up f or the co m-
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A note o n  t be  word •phi I ist i ne• 

Suppression of Religion 

The w o r d  " ph i  I i s t  i n e , "  w h i c h  

appe a rs i n  t h i s  e s s a y a c o up l e  

t i m e s ,  i s  c o mm o n l y  us e d  to 

d e n o t e  t h e  smug o r  u nc u l t u re d ,  

B u t  man y Eng l ish- spea k i ng peop l e  

a re u n f a m i l i a r  w i th t h e  o r i g i ns 

o f  i ts c u r re n t  us a g e .  Th is usag e  

g re w  o ut o f  t he d e n i g r a t i o n  o f  

t he i n ha b i ta n ts o f  P h i  I ist i a  [ bet

t e r  kno wn today as Pa I est i ne )  by 

a J u d e o - Chr i st i a n c u l ture which 

q u i t e u n f o un d e d l y  c o ns i d e re d  

i t se l f  sup e r i o r . I t  sho u l d  b e  

r e m e m b e r e d tha t u n i e s s  t he 

t e r m  i s  u s e d  to re fer to Ph i I ist i a  

o r  i ts i n ha b i t a n t s  [ P a l es t i ne o r  

the Pa l e s t i n i a n s )  i t  c a n  b e, and 

o ft e n  i s, c o n s i d e re d  i n s u l t i ng 

a n d  p rej ud ic i a l  b y  P a l es t i n i an s, 

o t he r  Ara b s, a n d  the i r  f r i e n d s .  

re l igio us  man i festat ion i s  a mark of 
the fai lure of rad ic a l  theory to ex
press the hidden , authent ic meaning 
that is sought thro ugh those f orms. 

Rel igion inc ludes many unlike and 
contrad ic tory pheno men a .  Besides its 
pure ly apo loget ic aspects, it provides 
aesthet ica l ly appea l ing rituals; moral 
cha l leng e;  forms o f  cont emplat ion 
that " rec enter" one ;  organ i zing prin
ciples f or one's life; co nrnunion rarely 
found in the secu lar wor ld; et c .  In 
explod ing this agg lomerat ion , the 
bourgeo is re vo lut ion d id not destroy 
re ligion but it served to sorre extent 
to separat e out its diverse aspe c ts .  
Elements o f  re l ig ion that were ori
gina l ly prac tical  are thro wn back on 
their o wn  and required to be so 
once more or d isappear.  

The neore ligious tr ips and tech
niques are leg ion : mod ificat ions or 
co mb inat ions o f  trad itional religions: 
therapies psycho logical and psycho 
physical ;  se lf-he lp programs; contem
plat ive techniques ; psyched e l ics; ac
t ivit ies ta ken up as " ways o f  l ife ;" 
co mmuni tarian experiments • • • •  Having 
been demyst ified ,  rat ion a l i zed, com
mod ified ,  these pract ices are to a 
certain extent taken up on the basis 
of the ir  use value rather than being 
imposed as part of a monopo l i z ing 
inst itut iona l ized syst em. The uses 
invo lved are , to be sure , widely var
ied , o ft en es capist or trivial ; and 
many o f  the old supe rst it ions and 
myst ifications re main even witho ut 
the soc ial  rat iona le that former ly 
re inforced them.  But this popu lar 
exper imentat ion is not only a reflec
tion of soc ial decomposition,  it  is a 
maj or positive fac tor in the present 
revo lut ionary mov emen t ,  the wide
spread express ion o f  people trying 
to take the ir lives in their own hands. 
S ituat ionist theory has osci l lat ed 
between the vision of totally alienated 
people burst ing out one fine day 
with the re l ease of all their repressed 
rage and creativit y, and that o f  mi
crosoc ieties of revolutionaries already 
living accord ing to the most rad ical 
exigencies .  It has f a i l ed  sufficiently 
to dea l with the more amb iguous 
exper iments on the marg ins bet ween 
recuperat ion and rad ica l it y  where 
c o n trad ic t ions are exp ressed and 
worked out ; leaving the m to the 
rec uperation which apparently confirms 
its position . It is not a quest ion o f  
being more to lerant with these ex
periences , but o f  examining and cri
t ic i z ing them more thoro ughly rather 
than contemptuous ly d ismissing them. 

As we develop a more rad ica l ,  a 
more substantial  cr it ique of religion, 
we can envisage intervent ions on 
re l igious terrains ana logous to those 
of the early  S . I .  on art ist ic and in
tel lectual terrains ; attac king , for 
example,  a neore l ig ion for not going 
far eno ugh on its o wn  terms,  for 
not being , so to speak, " re l igious" 
enough, and not on l y  fro m  the c l as 
sical "m aterial ist" perspect ives . 

It is o ft en forgotten that revolu
t ionary theory is not based on pre
ference or  principle but on the ex-
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explo itat ion . It  is mere l y  a happy 
hist or ica l  ac c ident that there is a 
tenden c y  for present revo lut ionary 
ac tivity to  be interest ing and enjoy
ab le;  that being a too l o f  po l itical  
manipu lat ion is  not onl y  unpleasant 
but also unstrategic. 11le situat ionists 
were r ight to point out and aff i rm 
the playf u l  aspect of radical struggles 
or the rad ical  aspect o f  playf u l, 
apparent ly meaning l ess ac tions (van
dal ism, et c . ) .  But the co incidence of 
these and other observat ions has led 
man y people to the appea l ing if not 
quite log ica l  conc lus ion that revolu
t ionary ac tivity is by definition plea
surable ;  or even that pleasure is by 
def inition revolut ionary. 11le problem 
is rather ho w to con front those s i
tuat ions where immed iate pleasure 
does not aut omat ical ly  coincide with 
revolut ionary needs: seeking ways to 
br ing the two sides together ( affective 
det ournement)  but not diss imulat ing 
the contrad ic t ions when this is not 
poss ib l e .  

The same s ituat ionists w ho  point 
out the stupidity of that leftism that 
red uces workers' strugg l es  t o  purel y 
econo mic issues , in their  tum reduce 
revo lut ion to pure ly  " ego istic" issues 
when the y ins ist that peop le are -- or 
at least sho uld be-- on l y  strugg l ing 
" f or the mse lves ," " for the pleasure 
o f  it ," et c .  The ir exhortat ions t o  
" refuse sac r ifice"  subst itute for any 
an a l ys is or lead to false analyses. To 
deno unce Mao ism, for exarrple, merely 
f or its be ing based on "sacr ifice" 
does not speak to  the he a lthy, gener
ous co mmunitarian sent iments whose 
rec uperat ion is at the source of much 
o f  Mao ism' s appea l .  What is counter
revo lut ionary abo ut Mao ism is not 
sac rifice in itse l f ,  but the type o f  
sac rifice and the us e  to  which it  is 
put . People have not only been willing, 
when necessary, to endure pov erty, 
prison and other pains for revolution, 
the y have o ft en even done so j oy
ous ly, forego ing materia l  co mfort as 
being re lat ively  secondary, find ing 
deeper sat isfac t ion in the kno wledge 
o f  the effectiveness and beaut y o f  
their  ac ts . There are v ic tor ies that 
are not vis ib l e  to everyone, morrents 
when one can see that one has "al
ready won" a batt le even tho ugh 
things may superfic i a l ly seem the 
same as bef ore . 

I t  is necessary t o  d ist inguish 
bet ween a princ ipled devot ion to a 
cause,  which may invo lve so rre  sacri
fice o f  one' s  narro wer ego istic in
terests,  and degrad at ion bef ore a 
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plaints o f  those people woo reject it 
on that bas is, being d isappointed in 
their  expe c tat ions o f  entertainment. 

It is understandab l e  why anti
sac rifice has been such an uncriticized 
pi l l ar of s ituat ionist ideo logy. First, 
it prov ides an exce l lent defense 
against account ing to ones e l f  or 
others: one can j us t ify man y  failings 
by s imply say.ing that one wasn' t 
pass ionate ly  mov ed to do this or 
that . Secondly, the person woo is a 
revo lut ionary so lely for his own plea
sure would presumab ly  be indifferent 
or even co unt errevolut ionary when 
that happened to be more convenient; 
hence he is compe l led , in order to 
prevent this embarrass ing coro l lary 
fro m  being noted ,  t o  post u late that 
revolut ionary ac t ivity  is al ways au
tomat ica l ly pleasurabl e .  

The very success o f  the S . I .  con
tr ibut ed to ward the apparent justifi
cat ion of an anachronist ic pose de
riv ing fro m  the hist or ical  ac c ident 
of  its origins ( out of  the French 
cultural avant -garde,  et c . ) and even 
perhaps f ro m  the persona l ities o f  
so me o f  its det erminat ive members . 
The aggress ive s ituat ionist tone re
f l ec ts the recenter ing o f  revolut ion 
in the real sing l e  ind ividual engaged 
in a proj ect that leaves nothing 
outs ide of itse l f .  In contrast with 
the mil itant ,  the s ituationist is natur
ally quick to reac t against manip11 la
t ion . Tho ugh such an at t itude is 

seeks the co mpens at ion o f  at least 
not iceably affecting the revolut ionary 
milieu, o f  being recogni zed there as 
being right ,  as having acc o mp l ished 
good rad ical  ac tions . His ego ism be
co mes egot ism .  He beg ins to fee l 
that he mer its an unusua l respec t  
for being so unusually antihierarchical .  
He haught ily defends his  "honor" or 
"d igni ty" when so meone has the af 
f rontery to critici ze him, and he 
finds in the S. I .  and its appro v ed 
forebears a st yle that goes wel l with 
this ne w manner o f  vie wing himse lf. 

An intuitive d issat isfaction with 
this ego ist ic st yle is the so urce o f  
much o f  the d is cuss ions expressed 
so me what mis lead ing l y  in terms of 
" femininity" and "mas culinity." 'Irere 
is nothing intr ins ic al ly "mas cu l ine ," 
for example, about writing ; wo men 
are go ing to have to learn ho w to 
do it i f  the y don' t want to remain 
impot ent . What the y don' t have to 
learn is the poin t less neoaristocratic 
post uring that has charac terized 
predo minant ly male situat ionist ex
press ion . 

So me situat ionists ha ve not had 
an y part icular natural inclination for 
this posturing . But it has been d if-

" The situationists can co111>lacently observe that "all the 
Omrches are decomposing" and not notice that we are also 
witnessing, precisely in the most industrially advanced 
countries, the proliferation of thousands of religions and 
neoreligions. Every new religious manifestation is a mark of 
the failure of radical theory to express the hidden, authentic 
meaning that is sought through those forms. n 

qu ite the contrary o f  el it ist , it is 
easi ly  capable o f  beco ming so in 
re lat ion to those woo lac k  this au
tono my or se lf-respect .  Having ex
perienced the excitement of taking 
his hist ory into his o wn  hands ( or at 
least hav ing ident i fi ed with those 
woo have) , he arr ives at an impa
tience and conterrpt for the prevailing 
sheepishness . It is but a st ep f ro m  
this quite understandab l e  fee l ing to 
the development o f  a neoaristocratic 
pose . This pose is not al ways a mark 
of the proverb ial  " hierarchical aspir
at ions ;" rather ,  f rustrat ed by the 
diff ic ulty of noticeably affecting the 
dominant soc iet y, the s ituat ionist 

"Critical theory does not present a fixed, "obj ective" truth. 

ficult to iso late and therefore avoid 
it ,  s ince ac c us at ions o f  "arrogance," 
"e l i t ism," et c . , are o ft en mistakenly 
aimed at precise ly the most trenchant 
aspects of s ituat ionist practice . It is 
hard not to fee l superior q:ion having 
some pseudocrit ique addressed to you 
that you' ve heard and refuted a hun
dred t imes bef ore . Moreover, a false 
modesty may be mis lead ing . There 
are some things you can' t let pass . 
Altho ugh a revo lut ionary sho uld not 
think that he ( or his gro up) is es 
sential  t o  the mov ement and is there
f ore to be defended by an y means , 
he must defend his ac t ions ins o far  
as he  fee ls that they reflect irrportant 
aspects of that movement . It is not 
a matter of secret ly stor ing up mo
des t y  and other virtues that God 
wil l  see and ult imately  re ward , but 
of part ic ipat ing in a global movement 
woose very essence is co nrnunication. 

It is an assault, a formulation abstracted, si1J1>li!ied and 
pushed to the extreme. The principle is, " If the shoe fits, 
wear it:" people are co�lled to ask themselves to what 
extent the critique rings true and what they are going to do 
about it ." 

The situat ionist s cene ,  providing 
a favorab le  f ield of  play for vanity 
and in-gro up games , has attrac ted 

Continued on next page 
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man y people with very litt le to do 
with the revo lut ionary project; people 
woo in other circ umstances wou ld 
have been fops , dand ies , social intri
guers , cu ltura l  d ilettan t es ,  hang ers
on . It is true that the s ituat ionist 
mov ement has reac ted against man y 
o f  these e lements with a v igor that 
was perhaps une xpec ted to them, 
and which has d is co urag ed  man y  
others f ro m  thinking the y co uld d is
port themse lv es there with i mpunity. 
But this has o ft en been not beca use 
o f  the i r  p retent ious ro le, but because 
they d id not maintain that ro l e  cre
d ib l y  eno ugh. 

Converse ly, the s ituat ionist scene 
has tended to repe l other in m an y  
ways serious ind ividua ls w oo  fe lt 
this p retent ious ego ism to be an 
anachronism far re mov ed fro m  an y  
revo l ut ion the y would have been 
int erested in . Seeing this pretentious
ness apparent ly l inked with the situa
t ionists' trenchant rad ica l ity, m an y  
people  fac i lely  rej ected both a t  once, 
choos ing other pursu its which, whi le 
more l im ited , at l east avo ided this 
repugnant post uring . The mov emen t  
that co unt ed o n  the rad ica l  appe a l  
o f  ant iro l e ,  ant isac rif icial  ac t i v it y  
ended up repe l l ing people w oo  had 
no des ire to sacr ifice the mse lves to 
the reac t ionary s ituat ionist ro l e .  

The ego ist situationist has a rather 
phi l ist ine concept ion of human libera
t ion . His ego ism is on l y  the inversion 
of self-abasement. He advocates "play'' 
in a j uven i le sens e ,  as if the mere 
breaking of restr ic t ions were aut o
mat ic a l ly p ro duct ive o f  p l easu re . In 
evoking the chi ld, he is sympathizing 
not onl y  with his rebe l l io us ness but 
a lso with his impat ience and irre 
spons ib ility.  His criticism of "romantic 
love" stems not only from a perception 
o f  its i l lus ions and neuro t ic posses
siveness , but a lso fro m  a s i mple ig
no ran ce of love an d its poss ibilities. 
It isn' t so much the al ienated human 
co mmuni t y  that bothers him as the 
things that pre ven t  him f ro m  part i
cipat ing in it . What he rea lly dreams 
o f ,  behind the situat ionist verb iage, 
is a cybernet i zed spectacular society 
that wou ld cater to his whims in 
more sophist icated ways . He is st i l l  
a cons u mer,  and a ver y conspic uous 
one , in his  f rant ic ins ist ence on 
"pleasure witho ut l imit ," the gratifi
cat ion o f  an " in finite multip l ication 
of des ires ."  I f  he d is l ikes "passivity'' 
it is not so much that being forced 
into it  restr icts his creative irrp.l lses 
as that he is an add ic t o f  nervous 
ac t ivity and doesn' t kno w what to 
do with hi mse lf  i f  he is not surround
ed with lots o f  d istrac t ions . Of con
templat ion as mo ment o f  ac t ivity, or 
o f  so l itude as mo ment o f  d ia logue , 
he kno ws nothing . For a l l  his ta lk  
abo ut " aut ono my," he lac ks the  co u
rage to ac t without car ing what 
others wi l l  think o f  him.  It is not 
his l ife that he takes serio us ly, but 
his ego . 

Crit ical  theor y  does not present 
a fixed ,  " obj ec tive" tr uth.  It is an 
assau lt, a formulat ion abstrac ted , 
s implif ied and pushed to the extreme . 
The princ iple is , " If the shoe f i ts ,  
wear it :" people are co mpe l led to 
ask the mse lves t o  what extent the 
crit ique rings tr ue and what the y 
are go ing to do abo ut it . Those who 
wish to evade the problem wil l  com
plain abo ut the crit ique as being 

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed 

"The fact that one can scarcely use a word like "goodness" 
without sounding corny is a measure of the alienation of 
this society and its opposit ion. The notions of the "virtues" 
are too ambiguous to be used without having been criticized 
and precised, but so are their opposites . Ethical  concepts 
must not be left to the enemy without a fight; they must be 
contested.  n 

unfa ir ly  one -sided , not present ing 
the woo l e  pic ture . Con verse ly,  the 
d ia l ec t ic a l ly igno rant re volut ionary 
woo wishes to aff irm his extre m ism 
will  co nfirm the cr it ique ( as long· as 
it' s  not against him) as being an 
obj ect ive, ba l an c ed assessmen t . 

Much re vo l ut ionary theoret ica l 
nonsense stems f ro m  the fac t that 
in a m i l ieu where " rad ic a l it y" is the 
bas is o f  p rest ige, one has an interest 
in makin g  ever more extremist affir
mat ions and in avo id ing an ything 
that m ight be ta ken to ref l ec t  a 
weakening of one 's  intrans igen c e  
toward the o ff icial  bad things . Thus 
the s itua t ionists wi l l  loo k rather 
favorab ly on playful or erotic aspira
t ions ( " it' s on l y  necessary that the y 
f o l lo w  out the ir  most rad ica l  imp l i
cat ions ," et c . )  whi le  d ismissing moral 
aspi·rat ions with insu lts , a ltrough the 
ones are no more amb iguous than 
the others . 

In exaggerat ed re ac t ion against 
the general conplicity of morality with 
the rul ing societ y, s ituat ion ists fre
quent ly ident i fy with the ir  enemies' 
imag e of the m an d

. 
f launt the ir  o wn 

" imm or a l ity" or " cr imina l ity. " Such 
an iden t i fication is not only infantile, 
it is v irtua l ly meaningless these days 
when an irrespons ib l e  l ibertinism is 
one o f  the most wide ly  ac c epted and 
exto l l ed  ways of l ife ( though the 
rea l i t y  usua l ly lags far  behind the 
image) . It  was the bo urg eo isie thaJ; 
was deno unced in the Gomp;nmist 
Manifesto f or hav ing " l ef t  remaining 
no othe r nexus bet ween man and 
man than naked se l f - int erest." If we 
are t o  us e  the works o f  Sade-- that 
very picture of human a l ienation--or 
a Mac hiavell i ,  it is not as guidebooks 
f or conducting our re lat ions , but as 
unusua l l y  cand id se lf-exp ress ions of 
bourg eo is soc iet y.  

The ego ist , ant imor a l ist ideo logy 
has undoubtedl y  contr ibut ed to the 
quan t it y  of bad faith and pointlessly 
ac rimon ious breaks in the situationist 
mil ieu.  To be sure ,  s ituat ionists are 
o ft en qu ite nice peqple;  but this is 
v irtua l ly in spite of their woo le ideo
log ica l  en vironment .  I 've

_ 
seen situa

t i o n is t s  beco me emba rrassed and 
p rac tica l ly apolog ize for having done 
so me k ind ac t ( " It was not sacrifice 
. . .  " ) . Wha t ever spontaneous goodness 
the y ha ve lac ks its theory.  Bas ic 
ethical  vocabulary is in verted,  con
fus ed an d forgot ten . 

The fac t that one can s ca rc e l y  
us e  a word l ike "goodness" witho ut 
so und ing corn y is a !IJeasure o f  the 
al ienat ion of this soc iet y and its 
owosit ion . The not ions of the "v ir
tues "  are too amb iguous to be used 
witho ut having been cr it ici zed and 
prec ised , but so are their  owosites . 
Ethical  concepts must not be left to 

the enemy without a fight ;  the y 
must be contested . 

Much o f  what makes people d is
sat isf ied with the i r  l ives is the i r  
o wn mor a l  povert y. The y are encour
aged on every s ide to be mean, petty, 
vindictive, spiteful, co wardly, covetous, 
j ea lo us ,  d ishones t ,  st ing y, et c .  That 
this pressure f ro m  the system removes 
much of the bl ame f or these vices 
does not make i t  an y less unp leasant 
to be possessed by them. An irrportant 
reason f or the spread of re l ig io us  
mov ements has been that the y spe a k  
to this mor a l  inquietude , inspiring 
people to a certain ethica l  p rac tice 
that prov ides them with the peace 
of a good cons cience, the satisfaction 
o f  saying what the y bel ieve an d  
ac t ing on i t  ( that uni ty o f  thought 
an d  prac tice f or which they are term
ed " fanat ics" ) . 

The revo l ut ionary mov ement , too, 
sho uld be abl e  to  speak to this moral 
inquietude , no t in o ff er ing a co m
fort ing l y  f i xed set o f  rules f or be
hav ior,  but in  sho wing that  the re 
vo l ut ionary proj ec t is the present 
f oc us  of meaning ,  the terrain of the 
most coherent e xpress ion o f  corrpas
s io n ;  a terrain where ind iv idua ls 
must have the co urage to m ake the 
best cho i c es the y can and fol lo w  
t h e m thro ugh, witho ut repress ing 
the i r  bad consequ en c es but avo iding 
use less gui l t .  

The co mpass ionate ac t i s  not in 
itse lf  re vo l ut ionary,  but it is a mo
mentary superces s ion of corrmod ified 
soc ial  re lat ions . It  is not the go a l  
but i t  i s  o f  the same natu re as the 
go al. It must avow its own limitedness . 
When it bec o mes satisfied with itself, 
it has lost its co mpass ion . 

What is the po int o f  lyric a l  evo
cat ions of eventual re v eng e on bu
reaucrats , capita l ists ,  cops , p ries t s ,  
socio log ists,  et c .? The y s e r v e  to 
co mpensate f or the l ac k  of substance 
of a text and usua l l y  don' t even 
ser io us ly ref lec t the sent iments o f  
the author . It i s  an o ld ban a l it y  o f  
strategy that if  the enemy kno ws 
that he wi l l  ine vitably be killed any
way, he wi l l  f ight to the end rather 
than surrender .  It  is not of co urse a 
ques t ion o f  being non vio l en t ,  an y 
more than v io l en t ,  on princ iple.  Tinse 
woo vio l ent ly def end this syste m  
br ing violence o n  themselves. Actually 
it is remarkable  ho w magnan imous 
p ro l etar ian revo l ut ions usua l ly are . 
Vengeance is usua l ly l imited to a 
fe w spontaneo us  attac ks against tor
turers, po l ice or members o f  the 
hierarchy woo have been notor iously 
respons ib le for cruel acts, and quickly 
subs ides . It is necessary to distinguish 
bet ween defense of popular "excesses" 
and advocac y o f  them as essent ial  
tac t ics . The re volut ionary movement 

" The revolut ionary movement, too, should be able to speak 
to this moral inquietude, not in offering a comfortingly fixed 
set of rules for behavior, but in showing that the 
revolut ionary project is the present focus of meaning, the 
terrain of the most coherent expression of corq>assion; a 
terrain where individuals must have the courage to make the 
best choices they can and follow them tln"ough, without 
repressing their bad consequences but avoiding useless guilt." 
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has no interest in veng ean c e ;  nor in 
interfer ing with it . 

It is we l l  kno wn that Tao ism and 
Zen have inspired many aspects of the 
or ienta l  mart ial  arts:  supercession of  
ego cons cious ness,  so as t o  avo id 
anx iet y that wou ld interfere with 
lucid ac t ion ; nonres istance,  so as to 
turn the owonent' s f or c e  against 
him rather than conf ront i t  d irectly; 
re laxed concentration,  so as not to  
wast e  energy b ut to  br ing al l one 's  
force  int o sharp focus at the moment 
o f  impac t .  It is l ikely that re l igious 
expe rience can be drawn on in analo
go us fashion to enrich tac tica l ly 
that u lt imate mart ial  art which is 
modern revo lutionary theoretico-prac
t ic e .  Ho wever, p ro letarian revolution 
has litt le in co mmon with c l ass ical 
war, being less a matter of t \ID similar 
forces d irectly confronting each other 
than o f  one over whe lm ing maj or it y  
mov ing to beco me cons cio us o f  wmt 
it co u ld be an y time it realized it . In 
the more adv an ced co unt r i es  the 
succes s  of a mov ement has generally 
depended more on its rad ica l ity, and 
theref ore its contagious ness, than on 
the n umber o f  weapons i t  could com
mandeer . ( If the movement is wide
spre ad eno ugh, the army wil l  co me 
ov er, etc . ;  if it isn' t , weapons alone 
w i l l  not suf f ic e ,  unless it be to bring 
abo ut a m ino r it y  co up d' et at . )  

It is  nec essary t o  reexamine the 
e xper ien c es of nonviolent religious or 
human ist ic rad ica l  mov ements . 1heir 
defects are numero us and eviden t :  
The ir abstract  af f i rmat ion o f  "hu 
man i t y" is an affirmation o f  alienated 
humanity .  The ir  abstrac t faith in 
man ' s  good wi l l  l eads to re l iance on 
mor a l  inf luen c ing of rulers and on 
p ro mot ion o f  mut ua l  " understanding" 
rather than rad ica l  co mprehens ion . 
The ir  appe a l  t o  trans cendent mor a l  
laws re inforces the ab i l i ty  o f  the 
syst em to do the same. 1heir victories 
gained by wie lding the econo my  as a 
weapon are at the same t ime  victories 
f or the economy. The ir nonvio l en t  
str ugg l es  st i l l  re ly o n  the threat o f  
f or c e ,  they only avoid being the direct 
agents of it, shift ing its use to "public 
opinion" an d thus us ually in the final 
an a l ys is t o  the State. 1he ir exenplary 
ac ts oft en bec o me mere l y  symbo l ic 
gestures a l lo wing a l l  sides t o  go on 
as bef ore ,  but with tens ions relaxed, 
cons cienc es eased by ha v ing " spoken . 
o ut ," "been true t o  one 's  p rinciples ." 
Identifying with Gandhi or Mar t in 
Luther K ing , the spec tator has a 
rat ional izat ion for despising others 
woo attac k a l ienat ion less magnani
mous ly; an d for do ing nothing hirmelf 
because , we l l- intent ioned men being 
f o und on both sides , the s ituat ion is 
t o  " co mplex . "  These and other defects 
have been exposed in theory and 
have exposed themse lves in p rac t ice 
f or a long t ime . It  is no long er a 
ques t ion o f  temper ing the rulers' 
po wer hung er , crue l t y  or corrupt ion 
with ethica l  admonishmen t s ,  but -o f 
supp ress ing the system in which such 
abus es can ex ist . 

N e v er t he less , these mov ements  
have at  t imes achieved re markab l e  
successes . Beginni ng f ro m  a fe w 
exemplary intervent ions , the y have 
spre ad l ike wildf ire and p ro found l y  
d is cred ited the do minant syste m  an d  
ideo logy. At the i r  bes t  the y ha ve 
us ed-- an d  o ft en o r ig inated-- qu ite 
rad ica l  tac t ics,  co unt ing on the con
tag ious sp re ad o f truth, of the quali
tative,  as the i r  fundamental  weapon. 
The ir  prac t ice  o f  co mm uni t y  puts  
other rad ica l  mi l ieus t o  shame, and 
the y have o ft en been more exp l ic it 
about the ir goals  an d the difficulties 
in atta ining the m  than have more 
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"advanced" mov ements . 
The s ituat ionists have adopt ed a 

spec tac ular v ie w  o f  re volut ionary 
hist ory in fixating on its most visible, 
direct ,  "advanced" moments . Oft en 
these moments o wed much of their  
momentum to the long preparatory 
inf luence o f  quieter, subt ler currents. 

Oft en the y were "advanced" mere ly 
because ac.c idental  external circum
stances forced them into rad ica l  
forms and ac ts . Oft en they fa i l ed  
because the y d id not kno w very well 
what they were do ing or what the y 
wanted . 

Revo lut ionary as we ll  as religious 

" In contrast, the revolut ionary who welcomes crit icism has 
a greater tactical f lexibility. Confronted with a critique of 
himself, he may " aggressively" seize on its weakest , points, 
refut ing it by demonstrating its contradictions and hidden 
asswq>tions; or he may take a "nonresisting11 stance and 
seize on its strongest po ints as a point of departure, 
transforming the criticism by accept ing it in a profounder 
context than it was intended. 11 

" We need to develop a new style, a style that keeps the 
trenchancy of the situationists but with a magnanimity and 
humility that leaves . .aside their uninteresting ego games. 11 

mov ements have always tended to give 
rise to a moral  d iv is ion o f  labo r .  
Unreal ist ic , quas i-terroristic demands 
int imidate the masses to  the point 
that the y adore rather than emulate 
the propagators an d gl adly leave full 
part ic ipat ion to those with the quali
t ies and ded icat ion awarently neces
sary for it . The revo lut ionary must 
str ive to demyst ify the apparent 
extraord inar iness of what ever merits 
he may have, whi le  guard ing against 
fee l ing or seeming super ior because 
of his  conspicuous modes t y. He must 
be not so much admirab le  as exem
plary. 

Ong o ing rad ical  crit ic ism has 
been a key fac tor in the situationists' 
subv ersive po wer ;  but the ir  ego ism 
has prevented them f ro m  pushing 
this tac t ic to the l imit . Surro unded 
by a l l  the verb iage about " rad ica l  
subj ec tivity" and "mast ers witho ut 
s laves ," the s itua tionist does no t 
learn to be se l f - critical .  He concen
trates exc lus ively on the errors of  
others , and his fac i l ity in this defen
sive method reinforces his " tranquil" 
ro le .  Fai l ing to we lco me criticism of 
himse lf ,  he criw les his ac t ivity; and 
wmn some cr it ique final ly does pene
trate because o f  its prac tical conse
quences , he may be so traumat i zed 
as t o  abandon revolut ionary activity 
altogether, retaining of his experience 
onl y  a grudg e against his criticizers. 

In contrast , the revolut ionary 
woo welco mes cr itic ism has a greater 
tac tical f lex ib i l ity.  Confronted with 
a crit ique o f  himse lf ,  he may " ag
gressively'' seize on its weakest points, 
refut ing it by demonstrating its con
trad ic tions and hidden assumpt ions ; 
or he may take a "oonresisting" stance 
and se i ze on its stronges t  points as 
a point of departure , transf or ming 
the cr itic ism by accept ing it in a 
pro founder context than it was in
tended . Even if  the ba lance of "cor
rec tness" is over wm lmingl y  on his 
s ide , he may choose to concentrat e 
on so me rather subt le error o f  his 
o wn  instead of  harping on more ob 
v ious ones or  others . He does not 
critici ze the most cr itic i zable ,  but 
the most essent ial . He uses himse lf  
as a means o f  app ro ac hing more 
general ques t ions . Embarrassing him
se 1 r ,  he embarrasses others . The 
more concretely  and rad ical ly a mis
take is exposed , the harder it is for 
others t o  avoid .similar confrontations 
with themse lves . Even those woo are 
at f irst gleef u l  at the apparent fa l l  
o f  an ene my into so me sort o f  maso
chist ic exhib itionism soon find their 
v ictory to be a ho l lo w  one . By sacri
ficing his image the re volut ionary 
u nd e r c ut s  the images o r  others, 
wmther the ef fect  is to  expose them 
or to shame them. His strategy differs 
f ro m  that or "subverting one's enemies 
with love" not necessari ly  in having 
less love,  but in having more coher
ence in  its  exp ress ion . He . may be 
cru.el with a ro le or  ideo logy whi le 
lov ing the person caught in it.  If 
people are bro ught to a p ro  found, 
pe rhaps t r a u m at ic ,  conf rontat ion 
with themse lves ,  he cares l itt le that 
they mo mentarily thirik that he is a 
nast y person wh:> onl y  does these 
things out o f  maliciousness. He wishes 
t o  provoke others into partic ipation, 
even if on l y  by dra wing them into a 
publ ic attac k on him. 

We need to develop a ·ne w st yle,  
a style that keeps the trenchancy of 
the situat ionists but with a magna
nimity and hu mility  that leaves aside 
their  uninterest ing ego games . Petti
ness is a l ways co unt errevo lut ionary. 
Begin with yourse lf ,  co mrad e ,  but 
don' t end there . 
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Appendix 

K e n n e t h  Rex r o t h' s Communalism: 
From Its Origins to the Twentieth Cen
tury ( Seabury, 1974 ) conta ins a pi thy 
exposit ion of ways in which the dialectic 
of re ligion has continua l ly given rise to 
tenden cies that have been thorns in the 
side o f  dominan t soc iety  and re l ig io us  
orthodox y, part iculary i n  the f o r m  he re 
o f  m i l l enar ian movements and intentional 
comm uni ties. AltlX>ugh Rexroth's anecdotal 
st yle o ft en serves to conc isely illustrate 
a po int ,  much o f  his goss ip about the 
foib l es  and delusions of the conmunalists, 
tho ugh amus ing , obscures essential issues 
that he has not dea lt  with rigoro us ly 
eno ugh. He cons iders the co mmuna l ist 
movements largely  on the i r  o wn term3-
the nature o f  the i r  co mmuna l l i fe ,  the 
pi t fa l ls the y ran int o ,  ho w long the y 
endured . He is concerned more with 
whether the dominant soc iet y man aged 
to destroy them than with whether the y 
man aged to make an y dent in i t .  And 
indeed in many cases whatever subversive 
ef f e c t  the y  had was on ly incidenta l .  
Man y  o f  the re l ig io us  currents that 
exerted a more consciously radical force 
in soc ial  strugg l es ,  such as Gan dhiism 
or the Qua kers in the ant is l avery move
men t ,  d id not o f  co urse take a co m
muna l ist f or m  and so are not treated 
here . 

In the period f o l lo wing the defeat of 
the f i rst p ro letar ian assault ,  when most 
int e l lec tuals debased the mse lves before 
Sta l inism, reac tion or intentional histor
ica l ignorance,  Rexroth was one o f  the 
fe w to maintain a certain integrity and 
int e l ligen c e . He cont in ued to deno unce 
the syste m  f ro m  a p ro f ound if not co
herent ly revo lut ionary perspec t i v e .  In 
the " lef t wing" of culture ,  he criticized 
m an y  aspec ts of the separation of culture 
and dai l y  l i fe , but witho ut f o l lo wing 
this o ut to the most rad ica l  conc lus ion 
of exp l ic i t ly and coherent ly attac k ing 
the separat ion as such. Since the soc iety 
represses creat ivity, he imagines the 
" creative ac t" as being the means o f  a 
sub t l e  subv ers ion by the qualitative; but 
he conceives this creat ive express ion 
larg ely in art ist ic,  c ultura l  terms .  ( " I  
write poetry t o  sed uce women an d  over
thro w the capita l ist system.")  

Rexroth has certain l y  had a deter
minat ive  inf luence on a n umber of peo
ple-- me, for one . But this inf _luence,  
tho ugh hea l thy in  many respects, has un
f ortunately not tended very much toward 
a lucid ·revolut ionary theoretico-practice . 
He has fa i l ed to recogni ze many o f  the 
charac ter ist ics and exp ress ions of the 
mod e r n  r e v o l ut ion , thro ugh lumping 
them too fac i lely  with the fai lure o f  
the o ld p ro l etarian assau lt . Lac king a 
revo lut ion, his soc ial  analyses rang e 
f ro m  percept ive ins ights t o  pathe t ic 
l iberal co n:plaining . He fa l ls bac k  on 
the not ion o f  an " alternat ive societ y:" 
individua ls qu iet ly p rac t ic ing authentic 
co mmuni t y  in the interstices o f  the 
doo med soc iet y; on the theory that 
even if this o ffers litt le chan ce o f  
avert ing thermon uclear o r  eco logical  
apocalyps e ,  it 's  the most satisfy ing way 
to conduct your l ife while you re  waiting 
f or i t .  The p ro l i ferat ion o f  such indivi
dua ls  oo lding to radically different values 
is a practical  rej ec t ion o f  co mmod ity 
ideo logy, a l iving crit ique of the spec
tac l e  ef f ec t .  It is one o f  the poss ib le  
bases o f  the modern revo lut ion . But 
these ind ividuals must grasp the historical 
med iat ions thro ugh which these values 
co u ld be rea l i zed .  Other wise the y tend 
to devo lve int o  a vulgar conplacency as 
to the ir  superiority to those woo don' t 
make su ch a break, and ta ke pride in 
the ir  irreconci lab i lity to the syst em as 
the y are integrated int o  i t .  

I highly rec o nm end Rexroth' s  essay 
on Mar t in Buber in Bird in the Bush 
( Ne w  Directions , 195 9 ) .  
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Introductory note 

'1he relation of anarchy to religion 
has been disputed for as Jong as the 
anarchist movement has. existed. 
Michael Balamin's pyroteclmic de
n1Dlciations of God and religion in 
the last centwy were nearly � 
porary with Leo Tolstoy's anarchic 
<Jlristianity. 'lbe often unconpro
mising atheism of the Spaniy anar
chist revolutionaries ( who  had to 
face all the pressures of a Catholic 
state religion allied with tie � 

fascists) can be contrasted with 
some of the more religious of the 

U.S. pacifist anarchists like Amnon 

llennocy, and Dorothy Day with her 

Catholic Worker Movement. 
Nonetheless, it cannot be denied 

that historically the religiom strandll 
of thought and action which have 
sought to penetrate the anarchist 
movement have always and nearly 
everywhere been in the minority 
when they haven't silq>ly been non

existent. And to this day it would 
seem fairly obvious that most anar

chists worldwide remain atheists, 
with many still claiming, as does 
Fred Woodworth in his opening 
essay here, that a very special re

lationship exists between atheism 
and anarchy. 

Yet, as Jay Kinney atten:pts to 
indicate in bis essays which follow, 
there is a very real sense in which 
many of the struggles between athe
ism· and religion seem to resemble 
the skirmishes of two lumbering 
battleships squared off with their 
big g1DlS firing, but for some reason 

always missing any of their most 
vital targets. 'lbere is a real sense 

in which all the usual arguments 
made from both sides of the divide 
have only proved their iq>otence, 
if not their irrelevance. For too 
long the religion-vs.-atheism debate 
has been stuck in a nearly frozen 
embrace of mutually ineffectual 
critique, each side trying to knock 
over the other's illusions while at 
the same time desperately trying to 
preserve its own behind defenses of 
dogma, narrow-mindedness and fear 
of the unknown. 

It's time we moved beyond such 
bankrupt posturing. It's time we 
embarked on our own voyages of 
genuine self-reflection and self
discovery in order to at last find 
what lies over the horizons which 
have been too long concealed by 
these mutual evasions. For just as 
the "Cold War" between "Democratic 
Capitalism" and " Marxist Socialisny'
Communism" serves to collusively 
hide the real struggles between 
authority and an�, the hntJering 
religious and atheist orthodoxies 
hide the genuine struggles between 
frozen, reified. ideological thought 

�d our ilq>ulses to live freely and 

fully. 
For those with the curiosity and 

courage to explore this new terrain 
the rewards are potentialJy immense. 

For those too afraid to step out 
from behind their dogmatic defenses 

and iq>enetrable evasions of com
munication, the arguments within 
will remain only misunderstood 
threats to business as usual. 

'lbe essays reprinted here ori
ginally appeared in the now-deftmet 
anarchist newspaper, STRIKE! 'lbe 

letters are all reproduced here for 
the first time in print. For those 
who think this dialogue may be too 
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Anarchy & Reli 

Anarchism or Religion 
by Fred Woodworth 

To m y  way o f  thinking , the 
strang es t  ques t ion some an archists 
ever ask is , " Don' t I have the r ight 
to b e l ieve in re l igion i f  I want ? "  
You s u re d o !  Any t ime the an archist 
mo v e m en t  turns into a Tho ught 
Pol ir.e I wi l l  g et the he l l  out at a 
speed the Eins t e i n  equat ions never 
heard o f .  

Neverthe les s ,  I happen t o  oppose 
re l ig ion . Historically, it's never done 

long and involved. reading just the 
essays will prove valuable. But for 
those who want to get the whole 
story, at least as far as it bas as 
yet unfolded. reading the letters 
which parallel the essays should fill 
in many of the gaps left by the 
necessary brevity of the essays. 
Through using a parallel layout 
style I have tried to roughly corre

late the time frame in which the 
essays and letters were written-a 
time frame with many overlaps and 
few discrete sequences. Readers are 

invited to continue this dialogue in 
the letters columns of our � 

issues. 

m u c h  b u t se r v e  as f oo d  f or 
nat ion a l ism and wars , a sort o f  
d ietary supp lement o f  the stat e . 
Re l ig ion's "roly books"-the so-called 
Bible,  the Koran , and the Book o f  
Mormon , t o  name the most famous 
ones -- are g ibbering lunacy as ethics, 
and ex tre me author itarianism as 
po l i t ic s .  As writing ,  the y are stag
ger ing in the i r  crud ity, a ltho ugh 
I ' m  a ware that some persons claiin 
to see great  beaut y in the m ( per
son a l ly, I cat ch no sight o f  i t ) ;  and 
the y require that their "real meaning" 
be exp lained by intermed iaries be
t ween the surpooed god and mankind
-pries ts-- who make up a c l ass o f  
patron i z ing and exploit ing el it ists. 

My re asons f or opposing re ligion 
also are , qu ite s i mp ly, that I don' t 
think there's an ything in i t-- there 
is no "god," and theref ore a l l  ac t i
vit ies o f  worship and so on are 
ut t e r l y  purpose less . Anyone woo 
wishes to pra y  or conduct any other 
re l igio us  ritua l ,  as long as he or 
she does not perform hu man or 
an imal sac r i f i c e ,  or carry out an y 
other invasive ac t ,  is j ust as f ree 
as  the  birds t o  do it .  By the same 
token , sho uld an y an archist come 

up t o  m e  and ask ,  " But am I not 
f ree t o  be l ieve in the nec ess ity of 
government i f  I w ish?" I ' d  l ike wise 
have to respond,  " Yo u  sure are !"  

N o w,  tho u g h, g iven that the 
f reedom to be lieve or " right" to 
be l ieve in whatever you wish is not 
at issu e among b e lievers in no-coer
cion--an archism-- let' s look at the 
re a l  ques t ion here : What do we do . 
AS ANAR CHI STS?  Clearly,  j us t  as 
an ybody has a r ight to be l ieve any
thing , anarchists have a right to 
think an y way the y p lease . It cer
tainly is not app ropriate ,  ho wever, 
f or an archists to c l a i m  that the y 
be l ieve in stat ism, bec ause then 
there's  no re ason f or them to be 
ca l l ing the mse lves an archists in the 
f i rst plac e .  Re l ig ion is ,  and a l way.; 
has bee n ,  on an equa l foot ing with 
government in the opp ress ing o f  
human beings , s o  what a r e  the con 
sequenc es o f  "be lieving" in some 
variety o f  it,  and of ac ting upon 
this be l ief ? 

Consequences 

The consequences are t wo-fold,  

Continued on page 18 
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gion; a dialogue 

Religion and Anarchism 
by Jay Kinney 

There's  a hist or ica l  trad ition , 
espec i a l ly in Catho l ic countr ies 
where the hierarchy o f  the Roman 
Catho l ic  Church has usu a l ly sided 
with the repress ive state,  l inking 
l ibertarian po l it ics  with opposition 
to re ligion . Familiar exarrples include 
Durrut i' s gro up shoot ing pries ts in 
Spain, Bakunin' s s corn for re l ig ion,  
the s i tuat ionists' pu rp le prose on 
the subj ec t ( . . . the igno b l e  s lag o f  
re ligio n ,  above a l l  Christ ian mytho
logy . . .  - Vaneigem) , and moot recently 
the broads ides against God and 
re lig ion in the anarchist j ournal  
Th e  Match! Thus an y an archists 
with long-stand ing grudg es agains t  
the n u n  w ho  whacked the i r  knuckles 
with a ru ler in parochial  s chool ,  or 
hatred for the Moral  Maj or ity, can 
point to an i l lus t r ious pantheon o f  
e x e mp l ar y  re volut ionar ies whose 
tr igg er - f i ngers i tched as strong l y  
f o r  pries t ly blood a s  f or that o f  
government func t ionar ies . 

Ho wever, there is an equa l ly 
authent ic thread runn ing through 
hist ory of indiv idua ls and groups 
who se aut ono mous po l it ics  were 

inextr icab l y  l inked to explicit reli
g ious be l iefs . Mi l lenarian sects such 
as the Bre thren o f  the Free Spi r it  
( who, ac c ord ing to  historian Norman 
Cohn , " in the late Midd l e  Ages . . .  
conse rved , as part o f  their creed of 
tot a l  emanc ipat ion , the on l y  tho 
ro ughly revo lut ionary social doctrine 
that e x isted") ,  later hell-raisers like 
the Ran ters,  1 9 th cent ury Ut opi an 
co mmunit i es l ike One ida, individuals 
like Thoreau and Tolstoy,  and the 
c urrent Catho l ic Worker mov ement 
a l l  spring to m ind . Murray Bookchin 
treats some of these groups at length 
in his rec ent wor k The Ecology of 
Freedom. 

Clearly,  the l ibertar ian impu lse 
do wn thro ugh t ime has enc o mpassed 
both the iconic and the iconoc last , 
both spi ritua l enthus iasts and hard
core atheists. nus fact is particularly 
re levan t  at p resent when assess ing 
the resurgence o f  religion into poli
t ics  and pol itics into  re l ig ion . It ' s  
my be l ief that the across - the-board 
rej ec t ion o f  re l igion and spirituality 
as being invar iab ly authoritarian ,  
opp ress ive, misguided nonsens e ,  is 
an inapp ropriate response f or anar
chists ,  and possibly a self-destruct ive 

one as we l l .  
Perhaps this can best be i l lus 

trated by des cr ib ing an event that 
occ urred whi le I was writ ing this 
essay in late February, 1984 . This 
was a publ ic presentat ion in San 
Fran c i s co b y  poet Gary Snyder and 
eco log ical/ comm uni ty ac t i v ist Lee 
Swenson ent i t led " Buddhism, Anar
chism, and Pol it i c a l  Econo my."  De
sp i te the events out -o f - the - way 
loc at ion at Fort Mas o n ,  its $5 price, 
and i ts lack of publicity, the sizeable 
roo m  was f u l l  with at least 30 0 
people,  maybe more . 

Passionate Case 

Both Snyder and S wenson made 
a pass ionate c ase f or paying serious 
at tent ion to an archist tho ught , for 
def end ing other l ife f or ms an d the 
p lane t  itse l f  agains t  c i v i l i zat ion's 
des t ruct ive s ide , and for learning 
f ro m  non -hierarchi c a l  spi ritual tra
d it ions ( an imism, Buddhism, native 
cultures) . Readings were recommended 
on these topics  with special emµi.asis 
on Pau l Goodman , Murray Boo kchin,  
and Kar l Pol an y i. This was,  in short, 
the bes t at tended and most inter-
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es t ing presentat ion on an archism in 
the ba y area in my memor y .  

Curious then that I d idn' t see 
an y faces there of the t wo do zen 
or so anarchists who are usua l ly 
most visib l e  under blac k f lags at 
demonstrat ions , or hang ing out at 
the local anarchist bookstore. Perhaps 
the y were there an d  I overloo ked 
them ,  but I think no t .  My hunch is 
that location,  adm iss ion charge and 
s lim pub l ic i t y  aside, many of them 
wou ldn' t have turned up because 
Buddhism was included in the even
ing ' s t it le-- and good anarchists 
aren' t go ing to lay o ut hard cash 
to go hear some ta lk on mushy 
re l ig io us garbage. 

This was the i r  loss bec ause they 
missed a night o f  intr iguing cross
fert i l izat ion , akin in many respects 
to a good issue o f  The Fifth Estate, 
and the inspirat ion of seeing several 
hundred people paying careful atten
t ion to a reasoned presentat ion o f  
anarchist thought . 

Another example . A whi le bac k 
I was at a party t a l k ing to a long
t i me ant iauthor i tarian wren he men
t ioned his amb ivalent part ic ipat ion 
in a pagan/ fe minist ritual one night 
on a loc a l  beac h.  Tho ugh uncom
f ortable by the fac t ,  he adm itted 
being deep ly af f e c ted by the ritual, 
whi le he hastened to add that he 
d idn' t necessarily believe in paganism 
much less more conven t iona l forms 
o f  re ligion . Long used to the ideo logy 
o f  an t i - ideo log y he was wary o f  
gett ing too at trac ted to something 
which smacked of polit ically incorrect 

super s t  i t i  on . 

Proper anarchism 

men t ion j us t  these t wo cases , 
but the r e  are plent y more where 
those who ho ld to narro w  definitions 
o f  p rope r an archis m or an t iauthori
tarian i s m  are in d an g er of no t only 

isolat ing the mse lv es f rom interested 
o t h e rs ,  but also r isk ing ser io us 
a l ienat ion f ro m  the ir  deepest needs 

and des ires . Let ' s exa mine these 
dang ers br ief l y .  

The qu es t ion o f  se c t a r i an i sm 
among an archists is an o ld one-- so 
old,  in fac t ,  that it has an inde 

pendent l i fe o f its o wn as a popu lar 

c l iche . The pheno menon stems in 
part f ro m  many anarchist's ins istence 
on a doctrina l pu r i t y  that o ften 
bo i ls do wn to "agree \\ith my version 
o f  an archism or s u f f e r  my wrath."  
This makes f or some spec tac u lar 
inf i ght ing and de l i c i o us ly sarcast ic 
po lemics ;  i t  a lso drives a way an yone 
with a whit o f  c o mm o n  se nse . 

Doctrinal  pu rism is espec i a l l y  

t rag ic when i t is invoked on issu es 
that are p roper l y  mat t e r s  o f  indivi
dua l  cons cience . Ta ke,  for instance, 

an archists who choose to int imately 
l ink  veget a r i an i s m ,  R e i chian sexual 

psycho logy, or a n t i -porn s e n t iments 
t o  the i r  l ibertarian p o l itics. No one 
wi l l  den y that mat ters o f  d ie t ,  sex, 
or re ad ing matter ha ve pol it ical  
d imens ions worth d is cus s ing , but 
the y re main matters o f  ind iv idua l 
cho ice . The same goes f or spiritual 
be l iefs and p ract ices . 

If I choose to be l ieve that an 
a l l-encompass ing sent ient conscious
ness both pervades and trans cends 
mate rial  re a l ity, and that  it  is best 
symbo l i zed by a god ,  a goddes s ,  or 
even an enor mous f i re hydrant co 
vered with b l inking eyeballs, that is 
my bus iness and no one e lse' s .  I f  

Continued on page 1 9  
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Anarchism 
ps y cho log ic a l  and exemp lary. Who 
can say which is the worst?  The 
res u l t  o f  be l ie v ing an ything for 
which no ev idence ex ists is  fata l ly 
pervert ing to the tho ught p ro cess . 
Once anyone p lung es o ff the c l iff  
i n t o  these torre n t s ,  he or  she is 
i n var i ab l y  s wept o ff to a re a l m  in 
whi c h  c o n fus ion washes through 
every ide a .  The re l igious be l iever 
is , f i rst and fore most among a l l  
th ing s ,  t ied to the concept o f  U l t i
mate Autho r i t y-- a not ion that, w!En 
i t  also inhab its a mind that pretends 
to OPPOS E  aut hor ity,  creates serious 
cross-purposes . 

The other conse qu ence is the 
one that d iverges f ro m  the are a o f  
ind iv idua l be l ief an d takes shape as 
ac t ion in the re al  wor ld . The re l i 
g ionist appears t o  b e  driven to ac t 
upon his or her be l iefs , an d when 
these f ind expression in soc ial move
men ts they are unmistakable. Rel igion 
in the minds o f  some ind iv idua l 
part ic ipants in a mov emen t ,  appar
ent ly, CAN N OT keep st i l l; it has to 
come out as ac t ivit ies that color 
the whqJ e .  Think o f  a drop of poison 
added to a glass  of pure water-the 
e f f e c t  is t o  pol lut e  the who l e  c up .  
An d  yet a drop o f  pu re wate r  added 
to a glass of poison has no ef f ec t  
at a l l .  A litt le re l ig ion in a soc i a l  
mov ement invar iab l y  corrupts the 
who l e  into a re l ig ionized mass, com
p lete with can d l e l ight vigils, priests 
e x hort ing the sheep with b u l lhorns , 
et c .  The press and pu bl ic have their 
e y es  ine xorab l y  dra wn to thes e 
abj ec t happenings, and the substance 
of the movement e i ther vanishes or 
is absorbed so that it may as we l l  
not have ever been a t  a l l .  

A c l ass ic example o f  re l igious 
infect ion of a soc ial  movement was 
the Uni ted Farm Workers o f  Cal i
f orni a ,  l ed by Ces ar Chave z .  Whi le 
anarchists ac c ept no leaders , the 
model  presented by other movements 
is st i l l  instruct ive, and we therefore 
ought to not ice what effect religion 
had in those ran ks . Bef ore long,  
pries t s  were conduct ing "mass" at 
demons trat ions ;  p ra yers were l ifted 
to imag inary be ings;  whatever p ro 
gress was made against the employing 
c l asses was negated by the irrp.Itation 
of the Catho l ic Church' s having 
had a hand in i t .  In the f inal  an a
lys is ,  an y net effect  was a trans 
ference o f  author ity from employing 
c l ass t o  the hierarchy and publ ic 
prest ige of the Chu rch .  

Question 

The ques t ion o f  comp ro mise has 
a l ways been one that has bothe red 
opponen t s  o f  the state . For man y 
years , in the U . S .  at least , debate 
over pol itica l ac t ion raged : sho u ld 
we a l l y  ourse lves with persons who 
be l ieved in e lec toral  ac t ion? The 
arguments took the same o ld form: 
It gives us publ ic cred ib i l ity;  It 
g i ves us  pu b l i c i t y  we wou ldn' t 
other wise get ; It at trac ts people to 
our caus e ;  Bes ides , don' t I have the 
right to believe in electing candidates 
i f  I wish? The res u lt was the so
c a  l le d  Libert arian Par t y, which, 
thro ugh s werv ing o ff onto the free
way o f  compromise , has whi zzed so 
far in on l y  ten years--so far that 
i t  no w see ms l ik e  a v ar i an t  on the 
Reaganite  Republ icans , and is com-
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p lete ly  devo id o f  an archist ic s igni
f i cance . 

As far as I ' m  concerned , the 
lesson is plain:  We don' t need a 
k ind o f  "publ ic cred ib i l i t y" that 
comes f ro m  the mas k ing o f  our 
true nature o f  t ot a l  ant i- authori
tarian is m .  We don' t wan t  the  phony 
1-- -

I 

"public i t y' that ac crues f ro m  that . 
The adhe rents it br ings into our 
ran ks -- are the y more l ikely to show 
loyalty to the high ideal  o f  human 
f reedom • • •  or t o  the " Bible"?  Which 
leaves us with that last statement 
again:  don' t ind ividua ls have the 
r ight to be l ieve an y way they want? 
And ,  once again,  the y s u re  do . And 
does that mean that we MU ST be 
assoc iated with the m? If so , where 
is our own f reedom to eng age in 
l ibertarian ac t ion that spits in the 
eye of the so-ca l led "god"? 

The fact is that there is an 
irreconci lab le owosi t ion bet ween 
the ideas o f  an archism an d the 
ideas of re l igion , and an y " co mpro
mise " bet ween t wo such ideas is 
sure to be fatal  to one o f  them, 
and almost al  ways to the more lo
g ic a l ly cons istent one . 

Somet imes princ iples are more 
clearly  seen when ana lo g ies can be 
brought to bear in the m;  this o ften 
l ifts the seman t ic f og and d ispe ls 
confus ion . So, by way of my o wn 
" wha t  i f ? " ,  I pose the f o l lo wing 
s ituat ion : Somebody comes f or ward 
out of some horrify ing trad ition-
say,  Naziism.  This person p ro fesses 
to be an anarchist . He brushes as ide 
our obj ec t ions ; urg es  us most s in
cere ly to look at the works of Hit ler . 
When we ho wl in d ismay and point 
to hideous defects  and monstrous 
enac t ments  of  the phi losophy in 
re a l  l i fe , our wou ld-be a l ly shr ugs 
his sho u lders : " Loo k, you have to 
take the G OOD parts in Hit ler' s 
wr i t i ng s ;  the r e ' s  some good in 

ever ything ! "  

Liberal Tendency 

This  is the l ibera l tendency that 
can never do an ything but waver . 
It' s the men t a l  lo w-horsepo wer that 
ho lds everyt hing in the wor ld to be 
"opi n ion"-- an d  a l l  equa l ly v a l id .  
Bec aus e  i t  wants t o  " lo o k  f or the 
good" in inte l lec tua l or po l it i c a l  
tenden c i es ,  i t  never can reject any-

thing and can never see that the 
gen e r a l  spir i t  of some movements 
has been j us t  p lain horrifying. Cllris
t i an i t y-- the re l igion dominant in 
our p resent societ y-- has had a his
tory that is simply  F ILLED with 
examples o f  d isre gard o f  ind ividual 
l iberty,  equa l it y  o f  men and women, 

with guitars,  or e a rnest young mini
sters dec r y ing nuc l ear weapons . 

I thi n k  that a fee l ing o f  d ignity 
ought to prohibit  us f rom having the 
s l ightest thing to do with re l igion 
in an y f or m .  Even the as t rono mers , 
a gro up not par t i c u lar l y  not ed for 
an y adherence to soc ially progressive 
ideas , have ret a l iated for  sever a l  
hu n d red years o f  oppress ion b y  
churches , by ref us ing to name an y 
body in space after  an y Christ i an  

personage . W i l l  women , w ho  hav e  
b e en systemat ica l ly deprived o f  
equa lity  in soc iety by this religion, 
and a lso by Islam and other religions, 
no w b l an d l y  forg ive it an d j oin the 
chorus o f  demonstrators f or " equ a l  
rights"  as the y smi le and s ing re l i 
gious songs a t  protes t  events led 

•"Ihe result of believing anything for which no evidence 
exists is fatally perverting to the thought process. Once 
anyone plunges off the c liff into these torrents, he or she 
is invariably swept off to a realm in which confusion washes 
through every idea." 

and the dign i t y  of a l l  races of peo
ple . The re l igion has exhib ited over 
a period of almost t wo tho usand 
years , not j us t  over a decade or 
t wo l ike Na z i ism,  a f anatical hatred 
of sex ua l p leasu re , a s e l f - righteous 
des ire to impose itse lf  on an yone 
and everyone through l a w, and a 
t ot a l ,  intense suwression of criticism 
and ques t ioning o f  itse lf . 

Ho w can an yone wi th an y shred 
o f  lov e  f or f reedom ca l l  himself or 
herse lf  part of THAT trad it ion? 

Re l igion is a terrible and oi;:por
tunist ic thing .  The fact is that some
thing in it wi l l  a l ways at tempt t o  
se i ze o n  an ything i n  the wor ld that 
can lever it into an even more secure 
pos i t ion o f  dominance . If the spirit 
of the t ime is f or s lavery,  then it  
is  f or s lavery; i f  the tenden c y  
evolves t o ward  fascism, i t  is fascistic. 
And true to form when protest is 
the ha l lm ark o f  an age, the churches 
turn into abodes o f  s ing ing nuns 

by Chr ist i ans?  Ho w ignominio us !  
Anarchism, as an extreme minority 

of tho ught , is f ragile already. It can 
on l y  make i tse lf  stronger by BEI NG 
ITSEL F-- i t  wil l  shat ter to pieces if 
it pers ists in " compromis ing" with 
all sorts of modern representat ives 
o f  histor ica l l y  grotesque po l it ic a l  
tendenc i es ,  i n  the l iberal daydream 
o f  ac c o mmodat ion to d ivers ity.  

An an archist movement a l l ied 
with re l i g io us persons may as we l l  
be one a l l ied with lan d lords,  cap i 
ta l ists ,  pol ice an d  the state i tse lf . 
In that case , my burn ing quest ion 
is, Why bother? 

Fred Woodworth is a Tucson, Arizona 
printer, writer and publisher of nu
merous p8J11>hlets . His magazine, 
THE MATCm, ( POD 3488, Tucson, AZ. 
85722), has disseminated anarchist 
ideas since the 1960's, and his wri
tings have appeared in numerous 
other political and popular joumam_ 
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or t r ans cendent -- various ly it can be 
underst ood as Gai a ,  Mother Nat u re , 
the V o i d ,  the Ecosyst e m, Li f e , the 
Uni verse , et c .  Ho we ver a l l  c u ltures 
in a l l  t imes an d places have had 

some met aphor ( s) f or this,  ( as  we l l  
as methodo log ies f or expe r i en c i ng 
it)  an d  I don ' t think this is because 
" the vast b u l k  o f  the popu lat ion is ,  
and a l ways has bee n ,  mired in ig-you cho o se t o  be l ieve other wise 

that is your bus iness . This  se e ms 
such an e le m en t a r y  p rinciple o f  
f re e d o m  that I fe e l  a b i t  f oo l ish 
hav ing to e v en men t ion i t .  But it 
bears repeat i ng time an d again be
c a us e  it is  so eas i ly f orgot t e n . 

Bakunin and Proudhon 

Anarc hist touchstones like Bakunin 
an d Pro udhon are poor models in this 
re gard bec a us e  in re ac t ing against 
the opp res s ive Chu rch of the i r  day 
the y f e l l  into mirroring its dogmat ism 
in re v erse . A state m en t  su ch as 
Baku n i n ' s  that " the very nature and 
ess e n c e  o f  e very re l ig io us  system . . •  
impov er ishmen t ,  ens lavemen t ,  an d 
ann i hi lat ion o f  hu man i ty f or the 
bene f i t  of d i v in i t y" is a da zz l ing 
rhe t o r i c a l  g en e r a l i t y-- a l wa ys good 
f or a rise-- but patently unt r u e  in 
an y number of ins t a n c es . 

Ho wever the po int o f  this ess a y  
isn' t t o  argue t h e  re lat ive merits of 
re l igious beliefs as owosed to atheist 
c o n v i c t ions -- f or one's perception of 
G o d ' s  e x istence or non e x istence 
remains a p ri v at e  matter, ur:provable 
to anothe r .  Rathe r ,  my point is 
that l ib er t a r i an impu lses have often 
c o e x isted with spi r i tual beliefs, an d  
that the p re s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  n umbers 
of o v er t ly re l ig io us people in the 
p re s e n t  peace mov e m en t ( s )  is an 
enco urag ing, not a d iscouraging sign .  

P i c k ing f i ghts w i th be l ievers 
ov e r  the issu e of t he i r  f a i ths is not 
on l y  s e l f - de f e at ing (no one responds 
pos i t i ve l y  t o  a f ront a l  as s a u l t )  but 
a s ign o f  s k e wed prior i t i es as wel l .  
I f  so meone s t ops t o  he lp you f i x  
your f lat t i r e ,  y o u  do n' t ins ist on 
t e l l ing them off for being a Qlrist ian 
before accepting their he lp--espec ially 
i f  the r e ason the y s t opped in the 
f i rst p lace was because of Giristian 
compass ion . 

North Ame r i c a  in 1 984 is no t 
Fran c e  at the t im e  o f  the Fre n c h  
Revo l ut ion no r Spa i n  in 1936 ,  an d 
we are not f a c e d  with a ne ar l y  
mono l i th i c  a l l ian c e  bet ween church 
an d s t at e .  Onc e  one gets  away from 
the re lat ive l y  s m a l l  c irc les of urban 
int e l lec tuals and subcultural clusters 
who hav e  no use f or chu rch, one 
d is co v ers that the mains t r e a m  ( i . e .  
the maj o r i ty) o f  soc iety still  goes to 
chu rc h  ( ei ther re g u lar l y  or i rre gu
lar l y) , yet that chu rc h  membership 
is sp l i t  among . hu ndreds of deno m i 
nat ions , s e c t s ,  o r d e r s  an d  synods . 
For tens o f  m i l l io ns o f  Amer icans 
the i r  chu rc h is the i r  ind iv idua l i zed 
soc i a l  c i rc l e ,  e x t e nded f a m i ly, PAC, 
an d  spi r i t u a l  sa lv e ,  a l l  ro l led into 
one . The i r  chu rch is as c lose as 
m an y  people c o m e  to a sense o f  
communi t y  an d that i s  no sma l l  
feat  these d a ys . 

Libertarian causes 

I ' m  not su gg es t ing that anarchists 
j oin chu rc hes en masse � means t o  
adv an c e  the l ibertarian cause among 
the masses -- that wou ld be as van 
guard ist an d se l f -def e a t ing as the 
Len inist  at t e mpts to mov e into the 
factor ies in the e a r l y  70 's . But I 
am no t ing that i f  a spiritually-based 
af f in i t y  gro up has the g ut s  to prac
t ic e  1 c i v i l  d isobed ienc e  at a nuclear 
ins t a l lat ion they deserve our respect 
an d suppor t ,  no t o u r  j ee rs bec a us e  

the y aren' t fu l l- f ledged athe ist ic 
anarchis t s .  

Ear l ier I mentioned that I believe 
an archists who ho ld to a narro w sec
t a r ian def i n i t io n  o f  po l it i c a l  an d 
spi ritua l corre c tness r isk alienation 
f ro m  the i r  o wn  deepes t needs an d 
d e s ires . Among those needs an d 
des ires I co unt the ver y re a l  human 
need for a he a lthy re lat ionship with 
the who l e  o f  l i f e ,  for a sense o f  
who l en ess . This " who le"  needn ' t  be 
def ined 

" Doctrinal purism is especially tragic when it is invoked 
on issues that are properly matters of individual conscience. 
Take, for instance, anarchists who choose to intimately link 
vegetarianism, Reichian sexual psychology, or anti-porn 
sentiments to their libertarian polit ics . No one will deny 
that matters of diet, sex, or reading matter have political 
dimensions worth discussing, but they remain matters of 
individual choice. The same goes for spiritual beliefs and 
practices. n 

no rance and superst i t ion" as 'lbe 
Match! wo u ld ha v e  i t .  

On the contrary,  I f ind the cross
c u ltura l out croppings o f  myth an d 
ritua l to be he artening s igns o f  
hum an cre a t i v e  imaginat ion con 
f ront ing the unkno wn . The inn ate 
human int e l l igence and natural order 
that make an an archist soc iety plau
s ib l e  ha v e  been with us f ro m  the 
beg inn i ng - - and have often been most 
ev ident among the "simp lest" people 
( pe as ants, Indians, etc .) living c losest 
to the earth . To se e hist or y as a 
c a v a lcade o f  igno r an c e  an d super
st i t io n  is ,  at he art , t o  take a 
s corched earth p o l icy to warlls human 
c u l t u re ;  it f inds litt le to fearn fro m  
othe r t i mes an d othe r wor l d  v ie ws .  

I ' m con vinced that the spi r i t u a l 
impu lse is u n i v ers a l ,  tho ugh i t  has 
o ft e n  been poo r l y  s e r v ed by its  
organ i zat ion an d inst itut ionalizat ion 
as re l igion . Sadder st i l l ,  ho wever , 
are the n umero us ins t a n c es where 
the des i re f or union an d trans cen 
den c e  i s  cons cious ly den i ed yet 
uncons cio us l y  erupts ; f ro m  m i l l ions 
o f  Mao ists wav ing l i t t le red boo ks  
t o  e v ang e l ic a l athe ists wro corrpet e 
with s t r e e t c o r n e r  p re ac he rs f or the 
so u ls o f  the uncon vert ed . Bet t er to 
ac kno wledg e that what tnakes us 
hu man is not o n l y  our r a t i on a l  l e f t  
br ain but o u r  int u i t i v e  r ight br a i n  
and our f e e l ing he art . Ano ther per
son ' s  rapprochement with the infinite 
may no t be o u rs-- in f ac t ,  it  can' t 
be o urs -- but that n e e dn' t den y them 
the i r  p lac e in the pe a c e  mov e m en t  
or even in t h e  l ibertar ian le f t . 

Jay Kinney has drawn for and edited 
numerous comics, including YOUNG 
LU S T, C O V E R-UP LOW DOWN, and 
ANARCHY COM I CS. He has been an 
editor o f  C O-EVOLUTION QUAR
TERLY (now WHOLE EARTH REVIEW) 
and is currently editor and publisher 
of G NOS I S  MAGAZ INE ( POB 14217, 
San Francisco, CA. 94114) . 

First let ter to J ay Kinney d i c t i o ns i n v o l v e d ,  d ev e l o p ing an i mna

n e n t  cr i t i q u e  of re l ig ion f ro m  the i ns ide

-a c r i t i q u e  t ha t  sho ws h o w r e l i g i o n  

f a i l s o n  i ts o wn t e r m s  because o f  i t s 
v e r y  f o rm as a t ype o f  hum an a l i enat i o n .  

D e a r  J a y .  
I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  b e c a u s e  o f  

y o u r  d e f e ns e  o f  r e l i g i o_n i n  t he l a s t  
i ss u e  o f  Str i ke!  I f e l t  e n o ug h  d isa g ree
m e n t  w i t h y o u r  a r t i c l e  t h a t  I s e n t  a 

l et t e r  t o  Str i ke !  c r i t i c i z i n g  it ( wh i c h  I 
ha v e  x e r o x ed a n d  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  e n 

v e l o pe ) .  H o w e v e r .  I d o n' t  wan t to l ea v e  

i t  a t  t ha t .  I f  b y  c ha n c e  y o u  ha v e  a n y  

i n t e r e s t  i n  estab l i sh ing a d i a l og ue about 
t he q u e s t  i o n  I t h i n k  we m i g h t  b o t h  

l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g m o r e  a b o u t  i t .  
A l t ho u g h  I a m  a l o ng t i m e  a t h e i st .  

a n d  a l t h o u g h  I v ehement l y  d i sa gree w i th 
y o u r  -s u g g e s.t i o n  t ha t  re I i g  i o n  c a n  b e  
r e c o n c i l e d w i th a n a r c hy / freedo m' no rr-

a I i e n a t  i o n /  etc .. I do u n d e r s t a nd y o u r  

c r i t i c i sm o f  a n a rc h i st s  w ho  a r e  s o  

c l o s e- m i n d e d  a b o u t  r e l i g i on a n d  sp i r i

t ua l i t y t ha t  t h e y d i sm i ss it  o ut of hand 

w i
.
t ho u t  I ook ing at w ha t is  va I i d  in i t .  

T he i r  a t t i t ude se e ms t o  m e  t o  be l arg e l y  

i d e o l og i c a l  i n  t he s e ns e  t ha t  they have 

not t a k e n  the t i m e  o r  e x pe n d e d  the 

e n e r g y n e c e s s a r y  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  e x am i ne 

t h e  w ho l e  soc i a l  phenomenon of re l i g ion , 
L i k e  a n y  o t he r  p h e n o m e n o n  i n v o l v i n g  

a l i en a t i o n ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  c o n t e n t ex

p r e s s e d  i s  n o t  what n e e d s  t o  be 

c ha n g e d . The c o n tent, ho wever d i storted 

i t  may be. is a n  e xp r e s s i o n  of g e n u i n e  

hu m a n  n e e d s, d e s i re s  a n d  i d e a s , W ha t  

n e e d s  t o  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  i s  t he  a l i enated 

f o r m  tha t these u n d e r  I y ing n e e d s  f i n d  

t he i r  e x p r ess i o n t h ro u g h. B e c a u s e  t h e  
e s se n c e  o f  re l i g  I o n  i s  t h i s  a l i en a t e d  

form. a t he i sm i s  a n ec e s s a r y  r espo n s e .  

But b e c a u s e  o n l y  t h e  form a n d  no t t he 

u n d e r l y i n g c o n t e n t  n eeds to be a bo l i s� 

e d .  a n y  n o n - i de o l o g i c a l a t h e i sm m u s t  

b e  m o r e  t han a r e f l e x i v e  r ej ec t i o n  o f  

re I i g  i o n . I t  m u s t  p u rsu e a I I  the con t ra-

I f  a n a r c h i s t s  a r e to b e  e f f ec t i v e  a t  
s u b v e r t i n g a l l  f o r m s  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l 

t h i n k i n g  ( i nc l u d i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l a n t i 

i d e o l og i e s) we m u s t  b e c o m e  m o r e  s e n

s i t i v e  t o  a l  I t h e  c o mp l e x i t i es i n vo l ved , 

W e  m u s t  l e a rn t o  t h i n k  d i a l e c t i c a l l y- 
i . e .  w e  m u s t  l e a r n  on c e  a n d  f o r a l  I 

t h a t  a n y  c o n c e p t  i s  j us t  t ha t ,  a c o nc ept, 

an a b s t r ac t i o n a n d  no t h i n g  m o r e  n o r  

l es s .  An y c o n c e p t  c a n  b e  re i f i ed .  

To a v o i d  t h i s  r e i f i c a t i on w e  m u st 
l oo k  at b o t h  t he v a l u a b l e  uses of a n y  
c o n c e p t ,  and i ts I i m i ta t i ons, i ts tenden

c i e s  to l ead us o f f  i n to wrong d i rect i ons. 
S o m e  c o n c e p t s  w i l l  be f o u n d  to ha v e  

I a rg e l y  i n t a c t ,  u sa b l e, n o n - a I f e n a t  i n g  

m ea n i n g s .  Among t h e s e  I i nc l ude " an a r-

Continued on next page 
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'Ihe Sacred a: the 
by Lev <llemyi 

I was p l eased to s e e  Fred Wood
worth' s e xc e l l en t  art ic l e  • • •  , s i n c e  
t h e  re l at ionship bet w e e n  athe ism 
( the c r i tique o f  rel ig ion) and anarchy 
is too o ft en ne g l ec ted in these days 
o f  ne w- ag e i s m  an d the p ro liferat ion 
o f  spi r itua l ist  ideo log ies am idst 
" a l t e rn a t ive" an d  marginal co mnuni
t i es .  Un f or t u na t e l y, Jay K inne y' s  
essay o n  the s a m e  subj ec t  was no t 
ne ar l y  as i l luminat ing an d ins t e ad 
in c l uded sever a l  m is l ead ing an d 
pos i t i v e l y  wro n g he aded assu mpt ions 
whi c h  c an n o t  go uncha l l en g ed . 

F i rst , I mus t  sa y tha t I ha ve a 
g re a t  respe c t  f or much o f  the work 
Jay has done , an d I ha ve no des i re 
t o  do wngrade i t .  Ho wever, his vie ws  
o n  re l ig ion appe ar t o  share a t yp i 
c a l l y  " ne w- ag e i s t "  ( Fred ca l ls i t  
" l ibe r a l " )  pe rspe c t i ve i n  which ideas 
( an d  espec i a l l y  i deo log ica l ideas) 
are seen to be equa l l y  v a l id an d 
co mpat ibl e re g ard less of the ir mean
i n g s ,  log ic a l  i mp l ic a t ions , and man i
fest c o n t r ad ic t ions . 

J a y  beg ins his es s a y  w i th an 
arg ument that " the l ibertarian irrpu lse 
do wn thro ugh t i me has en c o mpassed 
b o t h  the icon ic and the i c o no c l as t , 
both spi ri tua l en thus i as t s  and hard
c o r e  athe ists," and that the " rej ec t ion 
o f  re l ig ion an d spi r i tuality as be ing 
in var i ab l y  author i t a r i an ,  or.pressive, 
m isguided no nsens e ,  is  an inapp ro 
p r i a t e  respons e f o r  an arc hist s . "  He 
goes on to c l a i m  that the ques t ion 
of re l ig ion is "pro pe r l y  a mat ter of 
indiv idua l cons cien c e ," a "private 
mat t e r,"  an d that the p rese n c e  o f  
l arge n umbers o f  o v e r t l y  re l ig io us  
peop l e  i n  the pres e n t  pe ac e mov e
m en t ( s) is an e n c o urag ing • • •  s i gn . "  
An d ,  f i n a l l y ,  that " the spi r i t ua l 
impu lse is uni versa l . " A l l o f  thes e 
s t a t e ments appe a r  highly dubious, if 
no t co mp l et e l y  u ns upp ortable to me. 

Tne m aj or p ro b l em w i th J a y' s  
argumen t s  i s  that no whe re does he 
ever de f i ne what i t  is that he means 
by " re l ig ion" an d the " spi r i t u a l ," so 
that we don' t e v en have an y criter ia 
by whi c h  to j udg e whe t h e r  r e l ig ion 
and sp i r i tual ity are rea l ly co rrpatible 
( or i n c o mpa t i b l e )  with a n a r c hy ac 
cord ing to his own po i n t  o f  v ie w. 
Al l we ha v e  are his bald ass e r t ions 
that the y are c o mpa t ibl e ,  an d  the 
vagues t  of sugg es t ions ( an d to be 
f a i r  th is re a l ly isn' t c l ea r )  tha t  

f ro m  his pe rspe c t i v e ,  re l ig ion an d 
spi r i tua l it y  might _ be def i ned as 
methods that s a t i sf y ,  "- the very rea l 
hum an need f or a healthy rel at ionship 
with the who l e  o f  l i fe , f or a sense 
o f  who l eness . "  

I f w e  t a k e  this vague suggestion 
o f  a de f i n i t ion s e r io us l y i t  q u i c kly 
be c o mes obv i o us  that it app ro ac hes 
absu rd i t y .  No athe ist that I ha ve 
ever kno wn wo u ld be l ik e l y  t o  sug
g es t  tha t  the reason s / he rej ec ts 
a l l  re l ig io n  is that s/ he d es i re s  an 
u n h e a ! t h y  r e l at ionship w i th the 
who l e  of l i fe , or no re l at ion at a l l, 
or that s/ he rej e c t s  an y des i re f or 

. who l eness . And I wo u ld ven t u re to 
say that th is is no t what re l ig ion 
means f or the vast majority of people 
in the wo r l d  that I inhab i t ,  whether 
the y are athe i s t s  or re l ig io us . Of 
co u rse , if we were to acc ept t h i s  
as an ad e q u a t e  definit ion o f  re l igion 
we wo u ld have little prob lem sho wing 
that i t  is co mpa t ib l e  w i th most 
an arc hist the o r i es , an d that " the 
spi r i tua l i mpu lse is uni versa l . " But 
this wo u ld be a ho l lo w  v i c t o r y  f or 
re l ig ion s in c e  it wo u ld re n d e r  the 
very concept o f  . re l igion nearly mean
ing l ess f or an y p ra c t i c a l  pu rposes . 
In f a c t ,  w ha t  Jay s e e m s  t o  i mp l y  
here t o  be " re l ig ion" an d  "spiritual ity" 
wo u ld be m u c h  more app ro p ri a t e l y  
c a l l ed "ph i losoph y . " 

The Sacred and the Profane 

If we wan t t o  make an y re a l  
sense o f  the re l a t ion o f  re l ig ion 
an d the an archist m ov emen t , we 
wo u ld do bet t er t o  adopt a mor e 
re a l ist i c  d e f i n i t io n  o f  re l ig ion . And 
i f  the c o n c ept ua l c o n f us i o n  s u r 
ro und ing t h e  deb a t e  ov er rel ig ion is 
c l ar i f i ed ,  so me log ic a l  co n c l us ions 
can be dra wn .  I p ro pose us ing a 
v er y  co mmon def i n i t io n  o f  re l ig ion 
ac c o r d ing to which i t  cons ists o f  an y  
d o c t r ine whi c h  po st u l at es t he e x is
t e n c e  o f  a god or o f  supe r n a t u ra l  
b e i ng s . I f  w e  c a n  ac c ept t h i s  a s  an 
ade qu a t e  de f i n i t ion then it beco mes 
c l ear that the es se n t i a l  n a t u re o f  
re l i g io n  c o ns ists i n  i ts d iv is ion o f  
the wor l d  i n t o  t wo spheres-- the 
supern a t u r a l  and the n a t u ra l ,  or in 
other word s ,  the d iv ine or sac red 
an d the p ro fane . Far f ro m  being a 
ho l ist ic c o n c ept ion ,  re l ig ion can 
then be seen as in actua l ity dual ist ic, 
m e t aphys ic a l l y d iv i d ing a wor ld in 

First letter to J ay Continued 
c hy , "  t ho u g h  I a m  n o t  n e a r l y  so su r e  

a b o ut " an a r c h i s m . "  Ot he r c o n c epts w i l l  

b e  f o u nd t o  b e  l a rg e l y  o r  w h o l l y  g iv en 
o v e r  t o  a l i e n a t i ng m ea n i n g s  a n d  us e s . 

I wo u l d  i n c l ud e  " re l i g i o n "  a n d  " sp i r i 

t u a l i t y "  a m o n g  the s e . But e v e n  so. t h i s  

d o e s  n o t  mean that " an a rc hy" w i l l a l wa ys 

be f re e  o f  i de a  l og i c a  I c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  
n o r  t ha t  " re I i g  i o n "  m u s t  f o r  a 1 1  p e o p l e 

a n d  a l l t i mes be a b so l ut e l y  a l ienat i ng .  

As y o u  s e em t o  i mp l y  i n  y o u r  b r o a d  

h i n t s  a b o ut w te t  y o u  m e a n  b y  re I i g  i o n  
a n d  sp i r i t u a l i t y ,  the u s e  o f  the conc epts 

o f " g o d "  or " sp i r i t " is n o t  necessa r i l y 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n / m y s t i f y i ng / e t c . As l on g  

a s  t h e y d o  n o t  s i g n i fy more than "meta

phors,"  i . e .  a s  l o n g  a s  t he y  a re n o t  

ta k en l i t e r a l l y,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y a r e  

t r e a t e d  a s  c o n c e pt s  i n  a c o ns c i o us 

m an n e r . H o w e v e r .  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  ha v e  

h i s t o r i c a t l y  b e e n  s o  i d e nt i f i ed w i th the 

prac t i c e  o f  re i f i c a t i o n  a n d  the j us t i f i 

c a t i o n  o f  a l i enat i o n  that I t  i s  e x t rem e l y  

u n r e a l i st i c  to e x pe c t  a n y  b u t  t h e  most 

c r i t i c a l a n d  c o ns c i o u s  p eop l e  to under

st a n d  the m i n  th i s  w a y  w i tho ut re i fy ing 

t he m .  T h i s  must e sp e c i a l l y be t h e  case 

i f  y o u  y o u rse l f  d o n ' t spe l l o ut wt-et you 

m e a n  b y  t he s e  c o n c e p t s  i n  your art i c l e .  

T o  sa y tha t p e o p l e  c a n  u s e  a n y  concept 

as a m e t aphor f o r  t he t o ta l i t y  o f  I i f e 

a n d  st i l l  r e m a i n  a n a r c h i st s  i s  t rue, but 

b e s i d e  t he p o i nt w he n  y o u  d o n' t  d i st i n

g u i sh a t  the sa m e  t i m e  t h e  f a c t  tha t 

a n y  re i f  i c a t  i o n  o f  t he s e  c o n c e pts i s  

i n c o rrpa t i b l e  w i th an a rchist  goa l s/ ideas/

p r a c t i c e s .  

T he r e a  I i t y  o f  o u r  s i t u a t i o n i s  t h a t  
a ! m o s t  n o  o n e  u n d e rs t a n d s t he  i d eas of  

"god"  an d " sp i r it"  i n  no n- ideo l og ica l / ron

r e i f y  i n g  w a y s .  Ou r t a s k s  a s  a n a rc h i s t s 

i n c l u d e  the r u t h l es s  e x po s u re o f  a l l 
i d e o l o g i c a  I t h i n k i n g . I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  

t h e  re a l m o f  re l i g i o n  t h i s  m u s t  b e g i n  

w i t h m a k i n g  t he c a s e  f o r  a t h e i sm, b ut 

o n l y  i n  su c h  a f a sh i o n  tha t i t  i s  c l e a r  

Profane 
t wo that m ight o t h e r wise be c o ns i 
dered a n  ind i v is ib l e  who l e .  This , I 
b e l i e v e ,  is the c o n c ept o f  re l ig io n  
t h a t  athe ists us u a l l y c r i t ic i ze ,  an d 
that is es s e n t i a l l y incorrpatible with 
an a r c hi s m . 

As Fred Wood wor th s a i d ,  " th e  
re l ig io us be l i e v e r  is f i rst and fore
most . . •  , t i ed to the c o n c ept o f  U l
t imat e Authority," Throughout history, 
the f undamental metaphys ical d ivision 
o f  the wor ld into sacred and pro fane 
has i n v a r i ab l y  resu l t ed in the sub
j ugat ion of the p ro fa n e  t o  the sa
cred - - or wo man , man and nat u re to 
god( s )  or the sup e rn a t u ra l .  In th is 
se nse re l ig ion is the arche t yp a l  
ideo log y .  It  e l e v at es a c o n c ept , an 
unre a l  ab strac t io n ,  to the s t a t us  o f  
be ing m o r e  rea l t h a n  t h e  e x ist e n c e  
o f  hu man b e i n g s  an d the n a t ura l 
wor l d .  It a t t r ib ut es a co unt e r f e i t  
subj ec t i v i t y  to that abst r a c t ion b y  
den y ing the aut ono my o f  t h e  irrper
son a l  f or c es o f  n a t u re , and the 
person a l  po wers o f  hu man b e i ng s .  
The cons e quent res u l t s  a r e  a l l  t o o  
s i c ke n i ng l y  we l l  kno wn • • • as the his
t o r y  o f  Chr ist i an i t y ,  Is l a m ,  Judaism, 
Hin d u i s m ,  e t c .  a l l  attest . In essence, 
re l ig io n  is a f or m  of hu m an  a l iena
t io n ,  an d no th ing more . To the 
e x t e n t  tha t an a r c hists s e e k  to end 
the a l i e n a t ion of hu m an po wers , 
the y m us t  bec o me athe ists in the 
sense def i ne d  abov e .  

, - --------

men t a l  ideo log ic a l  separation of the 
wor ld i n t o  t wo or.pos ing re a lm s .  
And t h i s  sepa r a t ion is e x t r e me l y  
dangerous because once i t  i s  accepted 
as real, the door is o pe n e d  in v i t ing 
a l l kinds o f  author itar ian and alien
at ing imp l ic a t ions to f o l lo w. 

" 'lbroughout history, the fundamental metaphysical division 
of the world into sacred and profane has invariably resulted 
in the subj ugation of the profane to the sacred--or woman� 
man and nature to god(s) or the supernatural. In this sense 
religion is the archetypal ideology. It elevates a concept, an 
unreal abstraction, to the status of being more real than the 
existence of human beings and the natural world." 

Bet ween Essence and Appearance 

Thi s  is n o t  to s a y  that a l l  re l i
g io us i d e as are wo rth l es s  or pos i 
t i ve l y  harmfu l .  W ith in t h e  con t e x t  
o f  a bas i c  s ys t e m  o f  ideas w hi c h  is 
essent i a l l y  a l ien a t ing , a v as t  array 
of poss ib l e  var i a t i o ns e x ist . So me 
are obv io us l y  worse than others . 
So me more obv io us in the i r  degra
d e. t ion or n a t u re an d hum an i t y, 
so me l es s  so . S o me  inc lude important 
and v al uab l e  ide as and pe rc ept ions . 
Ho wever , the po int is t h a t  e v en the 
most benign rel igion conce ivable must 
re q u i re the ac c eptan c e  o f  a f u nda-

t h a t  we do n o t  d e s i r e t ha t  peop l e  a dopt 

a v u l g a r m a t e r i a l i s t  o ut l o o k  on l i f e . 
T h i s  wo u l d  be a w o r t h l e s s  g o a l .  The 

e r  i t  i q u e  o f  re I i g  ion m u s t  c e n t e r  on i ts 

i de n t i t y w i th i d e o l og i c a l pa t t e r ns o f  

t ho u g ht a n d  a I i e n a t  i o n  o f  hum a n  I i f e .  

T o  the e x te n t  tha t a t he i sm p a r t i c ipates 

i n  t he s a m e  m i s t a k es,  i t  m u s t  b e c o m e  

a l so a c e n t e r  o f  c r i t i c i sm .  T h e  sa m e  

m a y  b e  s a i d  o f  a n a rc h i sm, e c o l og i sm, 

b i o r e g  i o n s  I i sm, c o - opera t i v e  ideo l og i es, 

e t c .  
A l tho ug h  I m y s e l f  a m  a n  a g g re s s i v e  

a t he i st ,  I f i n d  i t  n o  c o n t ra d i c t i on that 
I ha v e  s t u d i e d  Tao i sm. Zen and T a i 
c h i .  I t m a k es me u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w he n  

I pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  g ro up ac t i v i t i es tha t 

p o s s ess re I i g  i o us o v e r t o n e s ho w e v e r, 

b e c a u s e  I k n o w tha t i n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h e  

p e o p l e  i n v o l v ed a r e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t he i r  

o wn a b i l i t i e s  t o  t h i n k  an d center them

se l v es in t he i r  a c t u a l l y e x p e r i e n c e d  
wor l d , i n  f a v o r  o f  re a d y - m a d e  re i f i e d 
f r a m e w o r ks o f  t h i n k i n g  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  

t h e y a r e  re d u c e d  i n  s o m e  s e n s e  t o  
o bj e c t s  i n  a n  a b s t ract  wor l d .  They d en y  

Get t ing bac k t o  J a y  K inne y' s  
argumen t s ,  w e  no w ha v e  c r i t e r ia b y  
w hi c h  w e  c a n  e v a l uate his statement 
that the l ib e r t a r i an impu lse has 
been m an i fes t ed in sp i r itual as wel l 
as in athe ist i c  mov e m en t s . What we 
f i n d  is that indee d ,  the re ha v e  his
t o r ic a l l y b e e n  libertarian movements 
su c h  as the Bre thren o f  the Fre e  
Spi r i t  whi c h  ha v e  c o uche d  the i r  
the o r i es in re l ig io us t e r ms-- but t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  the y ha v e  been 
t r u l y  l ib e r t a r ian the y ha v e  tended 
t o  re d uc e  these re l ig io us t e r ms to 
ab s u r d i t y .  The y ha ve adv o c a t ed 
athe ist ic in t e rp retat ions of re l igious 

the r e s  I i t y o f  the I r  e x pe r i e n c e s  to the 

d e g r e e  t h a t  t he y  i mp o s e  an a b s t r a c t  

sp i r i tu a l i n t e rp re t a t i o n  o n  t h e m tha t 

t h e y  m i s t a k e  as b e i n g  m o r e  r e a l .  
F o r  e x a mp l e , " Chr i st i a n c o mpass i on "  

i s  a n  i d e o l og i c a l c o mp a s s i o n .  G e n u i n e  

c o mp a s s i o n  sp r i n g s  d i re c t l y  f ro m  the 

he a r t ,  n o t  f ro m  any k i n d  of  d oc t r i n e ,  

w h i l e  i d e o l o g i c a l c o mpass i on i s  der ived 

f r o m  t he r e p r e s s  i o n  G sub I i m a t  i o n  o f  

h u m a n  d e s  i re a n d  ha s  a n  a mb i g uo us 

c h a ra c t e r .  To u nd e rstand the d ist i nc t i on 

i n vo l v ed he r e  y o u  m i g ht r e f e r to P a u l 

G o o d m a n  [ Gesta l t  Therapy) or Ma x 

S t i rn e r  [ The  Ego and I ts Own) . 

A n y w a y , t h i s  h a s  g o n e  o n  l o n g  

e n o ug h .  I a m  e n c l o s i ng c o p i es o f  a 

c o up l e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  w r i t t en,  and an essay 

by K e n  K n a b b  w h i c h  m a k es s o m e  g o o d  

p o i n t s  ( se e  " The R e a l i z a t i o n  a n d  S up

p res s i o n  o f  R e l i g i o n "  e l se w t-e re in th i s  

i ss u e l - - a l o n g  w i t h a x e rox o f  my l etter 

t o  Str i k e !  I hope y o u' 1 1 · re a d  them G 
r e sp o n d . 

N o  o f f e ns e !  

L e v  C h e rn y i 
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trad it ions through which the rel ig ious 
t e r m ino log ies have b e e n  p re s e r v ed ,  
but thro ugh whi c h  the ideas o f  god 
and the supern a t u ra l ha ve been 
subv erted an d deprived of an y re al 
mean ing b y  the i r  re i n c o rp o r a t ion 
in t o  the "pro fan e "  wor l d  o f  a hu 
man i t y  in t e gr a t ed w i th n ature . 1lws 
to the e x t e n t  that thes e hist o r i c a l  
mov emen t s  ha ve been l ib e r t a r i an ,  
the y ha ve n o t  b e e n  re l ig io us ;  t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  the y ha v e  b e e n  
re l ig io us ,  the y ha ve n o t  been l iber
ta r i an .  The t wo t e n d e n c ies may 
ex ist  s i d e - by-side , b ut on l y  in a 
s t a t e  o f  con f l ic t  s i n c e  a l ie n a t ion 
an d an archy are f u n d a m en t a l l y  in 
c o mpat ib l e .  

Jus t  be c a us e  the s e  mov emen t s  
us ed re l ig io us t e rm i n o l o g y  does not 
in the l ea s t  mean that the y were 
re l igious in an y no r ma l l y  ac c ept ed 
sens e of the word ( as  a Chr ist ian 
f r i e n d  re m in d ed me wren I explained 
s o me o f  the be l i e f s  o f  the Ran t e rs 
t o  he r) . Du ring hist o r i c a l per icxis in 
w hi c h  re l igion had a monopo l y  on 
the c a t e go r i es o f  thought , i t  was 
o n l y  n a t u ra l  tha t  an t i - re l ig io us  
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n within the context of a basic system of ideas which is 
essent ially alienat ing, a vast array of possible variations 
exist. Some are obviously worse than others. Some more 
obvious in their degradation of nature and humanity, some 
less so. Some inc lude ifr1>ortant and valuable ideas and 
percept ions. However, the point is that even the most benign 
re ligion conceivable must require the acceptance of a 
fundamental ideological separation of the world into two 
opposing realms . n 

mov emen t s  wo u ld be f or c ed to f ind 
the i r  exp ress io n  thro ugh the sub
vers ion o f  the v e r y  re l ig io us  dogma 
the y opposed . Rather than sho wing 
that re l ig ion can b e  l ibe rtarian ,  the 
hist or i es of thes e mov ements sho w 
that the inab i l i t y t o  go beyond 
re l ig io us c a t e go r i es c r ipp l ed an d 
e v e n t ua l l y  he lped des t ro y  these 
mov emen ts . A l l the ideo log ical dead
weight whi c h  goes a long with re l i
g io us c a t e go r i es  makes the i r  us e 
f or other than re l ig io us / ideolog ica l  
pu rposes e x t r e m e l y  p ro b l emat ic . I n  
t h e  v as t  maj or i t y  o f  cases , those 
wm at t e mpt to c o mb in e  re l ig io n  or 
spi r i t ua l i t y ,  an d l ibertarian or anar-

chists i d e as are mere l y  j ux taposing 
c o n t r a d ictory concepts in an unstable 
sys t e m .  Even t u a l ly,  one tenden c y  
wi l l  do minate the other. And regard
les s  o f  whi c h  one wins out ,  it should 
be obv io us ,  mor e than a c e n t u r y  
aft e r  t h e  ideo log ica l nature o f  rel i
gion was thoro ugh l y  e xposed b y the 
G e r m an Yo ung Heg e l i ans , that tod ay 
i t  can o n l y  be c o n f us i ng an d se l f 
de f e at ing in the loug - r un to co u c h  
l ib e r t a r l an theo r y  i n  re l ig io us  l an 
g u a g P.  o f  an y k ind .  

Ideas and Reality 

Anarchists must re lentless ly expose 

First letter to Lev Chernyi c i f i c a l l y  p o s t u l a t e  a God o r  S up r e m e  

Be i n g . Y e t ,  f ro m  the p e r sp ec t ive o f  the 

ro l e  i t  p l a ys f or m i l  I i on s  o f  p e o p l e, 

Bud d h i sm i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  a r e l ig ion.  My 
s e c o n d  p r o b l em i s  t h a t  n o t  a l  I r e l ig i ons 
c a n  be i nc I u d e d  u n d e r  the r u b r i c  o f 

d u a l i sm; s o m e  a re m o n i s t i c  a n d  m a k e  

n o  d i st i n c t  i o n  b e t ween superna tura l and 
n a t u ra l b ut o n l y  b e t w e e n  m o d e s  o f  
p e r c e p t  i o n . Accord i ng to mon i sm, rea l i ty 
is a u n i t a r y who l e; everyth ing i s  sacred; 

G o d  a n d  the Wor l d  a r e  o n e  a n d  the 

same,  e t c . 

D e a r  L e v ,  

T ha n ks f or y o u r  l et t e r  a n d  t h e  

e n c l o su r e s .  P r e s u m a b l y  t he r e  w i l l  b e  a 

d i s cuss i o n  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  u p c o m i ng 
S t r l k e l  t h a t  w i 1 1  a I l o w  m e  to r e sp o n d  

t o  s o m e  o f  y o u r  c o mm e n t s  i n  p r i n t ,  
h o w e v e r  I m i g h t  a s  w e l l  s h a r e  s o m e  o f  

m y  tho u g h t s  w i th y o u  d i re c t l y .  
Y o u  a re c o r r e c t  i n  p o  i n t  i n g  o ut 

tha t I d i d n o t  p rov ide a spec i f i c  d e f  i n  i
t i o n  of " re l i g i o n "  or the " sp i r i t u a l "  i n  

m y  e s s a y .  Th i s  w a s ,  f o r  t h e  m o st pa r t ,  

o n  p u rp o s e . I h a d  t he hu n c h  t h a t  i f  I 

d e f i n e d  t h o se w o r d s  t o o  c l o se l y  t h e  
d i s c uss i o n  c o u l d  e a s i l y  d e g e n e r a t e  i n t o  

n i tp i c k i n g  o v e r  d e f e c ts i n  a n y o n e  
s i n g l e  d e f i n i t i o n , F o r  i n s t a n c e, I have 

p ro b l e m s  w i th t h e  d e f i n i t ion o f  re l ig ion 

y o u  use in y o u r  l e t t e r  to S t r l k e L  a n d  

thu s  w i th t h e  p re m i se s  y o u  ba s e  y o u r  
a rg u m e n t s  o n .  ( An d  I ' l l  d i s c uss t h e m  

sho r t l y  . . .  ) Ho w e v e r ,  m y  i n t e n t i o n  w i th 

t he e s s a y ,  as I n o t e d  i n  i t , w asn' t t o  

a rg u e  t h e  p ro s  a n d c o n s  o f  re I i g  i o n o r  
a t h e i sm per se, b u t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e 

l a t i o n  o f  t h e  I i b e r t a r i a n l e ft to others' 

sp i r i t u a l i t y .  By l e a v i n g  the d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  r e  I i g  i o n  o p e n  I ho pe d tha t Str l k e l  

r e a d e r s  w o u l d  p roj e c t  the i r  own d iverse 

n o t i o n s  o f  re l i g i o n  and sp i r i t ua l ity into 

the d i s c u s s i o n  s o  t h a t  m y  p o i n t s  c o u l d  

ha v e  t h e  m a x i m u m  p ro v o c a t i v e  e f f ec t .  
I d i d t h i s  i n  c o ns c i o us c o n t r a s t  t o  

F r e d  W .  w ho  o ft e n  p re s u m e s  t o  t a l k  

a b o ut r e l i g i o n  i n  g e n e ra l ,  b u t  w h o  

u s u a l l y s e e m s  t o  e n d  up j o us t i ng w i th 
a n a r ro w b r a n d  o f  Chr i s t i a n ity,  l ea d ing 

m e  t o  w o n d e r  j us t  ho w m u c h  he h a s  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a l  I t he v a r i e t i es o f  t h a t  

w h i c h  he rej ec t s .  

T h a t  s a i d , l e t m e  g e t  d o wn t o  n i t 

p i c k i n g  ov e r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  re l i g ion 

y o u  s u g g e s t  in your l et t e r  to Str lkel . . . to 

w i t, " a n y  d o c tr i n e  w h i c h  p o st u l ates the 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  a g o d  o r  o f s up e rn a t u ra l 

b e i n g s "  f ro m  w h i c h  f o l  l o ws t h a t  " th e  

e s s e n t  i a  I n a t u re o f  r e  I i g  i o n  cons ists i n  

i ts d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  t wo 

sphe r es - - t he s up e rn a t u ra l a n d  t he n a 
t u ra 1 ,  o r  i n  o t he r w o r d s, t h e  d i v i n e  

( o r s a c r e d ) a n d  t he p ro f a n e . "  My f i rs t  

p ro b l em w i th th i s  i s  that your d e f i n i t ion 
d o es not i n c l u d e  s o m e  o f  t h e  maj o r  
v a r i e t i es o f  Budd h i sm w h i c h  d o  not spe-

Ho w e v e r ,  I ' m n o t  v e r y  i n t e r e s ted i n  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  a h i g h- l e v e l  a b s t r a c t  a r

g u m e n t  ov e r  the ph i l o so p h y  o f  re I i 

g i o n [  s ) . I ' m  more i n te rested i n the que9-
t i o n o f  the i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g ht to h i s  or 
h e r  o w n b e l i e f s / p e rc e p t  i o ns /  i n t e rp re

ta t i o ns o f  e x pe r i en c e . I f  a p e r s o n  ha s 

a p e r s o n a  I e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he  rea l i ty of  

" G o d " ( or I n f i n i t e Co n s c i o u s n e s s ,  or  

what ha v e  y o u ) ,  n o  a m o u n t  of  l og i c a l 

a r g u m e n t o r  a c c usat i ons o f  "counterfe i t  

s u bj ec t i v i t y "  i s  g o i n g  t o  c o n v i nce. that 

p e r s o n  o t he r w i se .  E x pe r i e n c e s  such as 

t h i s  are t he c o r e  f ro m  w h i c h re l i g i o ns 

g ro w . C e r t a i n  I y as i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x pand 

and d oc t r i n e s  p r o l i f e ra t e ,  t he r e l ig i ons 

c a n  rap i d l y  d e p a r t  f ro m  the s e n s e  o f  
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the f undamen t a l l y a l ienat ing nature 
o f  re l i g ions whi l e  sho wing that a l l  
the i r  most wor t h w hi l e  f e a t u res can 
be p res e r ved ( an d  l ib e r a t ed )  when 
the i r  a l ienat ing core is e l im inated . 
Far f ro m  see ing religion as a "private 
m at t e r  o f  c o ns cienc e ," an a rc hists 
sho u ld re a l i ze that no ideas ex ist 
in a v ac uu m .  If b e l iefs are he ld at 
a l l ,  i t  is bec a us e  the y inform human 
ac t i o n . No one m lds rel igious beliefs 
witho ut those b e l iefs in so me way 
shap i n g  that pe rson' s l i fe ac t iv i t y .  
To p re t e n d  other wise i s  pu re f o l l y .  
The re l ig io us b e l iefs o f  members of 
the s o - c a l led " Peace" movements wil l  
invar i ab l y  ha ve a mys t i fy ing effect 
o n  those mov emen t s ,  re t a rd ing an y 
l ibert a r i an tendenc ies t h a t  the y 
m ight harb o r . That thes e movements 
e x ist is en co urag ing . Tha t the y are 
in f luen c e d  w i th ideo log ical my.>tifi
cat i o n  can o n l y  be d ishe a r t e n ing . 

I re a l i z e  that the r e  is much 
more tha t deman d s  t o  b e  s a i d  re 
gard ing this co mp l ex subj ec t .  But I 

hope that w ha t  I ha ve had the space 
an d t ime to s a y  can he lp people 
put th ings i n t o  a more p ro d u c t ive 
perspe c t i v e . We can talk about rel i
g io n ,  athe i s m ,  an d an archy unt i l  we 
are b l ue in the f a c e ,  b ut u n l ess we 
d e f i n e  what we mean by these teml.S 
we wi l l  ne ver be ab l e  to agree on 
an yth ing , or e v en understand why 
it is that we d isagree . I real ly don' t 
think I d is a g re e  w i th most o f  what 
I t h i n k  Jay wan t ed to say so much 
as with the c o n c ept ua l l y  myst ify ing 
t e r ms he uses t o  s a y  i t .  I thin k 
that we can a l l  agree that we seek 
a " he a l thy re l at ionship w i th the 
wm l e  o f  l ife ," an d tha t  a l ien a t ion 
must be t rans cen d ed . Ho wever , I 
th i n k  the proj ec t is bet t e r  t e rmed 
an archist ic an d athe ist ic , rather 
than re l ig io us .  As long as ideo log ica l 
tho ught d o m in a t es peo p l es '  c o n c ep
t ions o f  what the y must do , people 
wi l l  remain cri{:pled and se l f-defeatoo. 
To pa raphrase J a y  in a way that 
re verses his o wn in t en t ,  o n c e  one 
l e a v es  the " s m a l l c i rc l es o f  urb a n  
int e l l ec tua ls" an d " subc ultural c lus
t e r s "  who th i n k  that re l ig io n can 
b e  re c o n c i l ed w i th the an a r c hist 
i mpu lse , o n e  d is co v er s  that t o  the 
mains t r e a m  of s o c i e t y ,  re l ig ion and 
an a r c hy are essential ly inco rrpat ible. 
It ' s no t a l l  j us t a ques t ion o f  se 
m an t ic s .  

I i v  i n g  r e a  I i t y  w h i c h i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t he 

or i g  i n a  I c o r e ,  a n d  thus b e c o me bureau

c ra t  ic m o n u m e n t s  t o  r e i f i c a t i o n .  Ho w

e v e r .  I a m  p e r s on a l l y c o n v i n c e d  of t he 

a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s u c h  

c o r e  e x pe r i e n c e s .  Th i s  i s  p roba b l y  wrere 

w e  ha v e  o u r  g r e a t e s t  d i sa g r e e m ent . An 
a t he i st sa y s ,  i n  e f f e c t, tha t su c h  e x 
p e r i e n c e s  a r e I i e s/ ha l l uc i nat i ons/m i s i n

t e rp re t a t  i o n s /  e t c .  Mor e o v e r ,  su c h  e x 

p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s t i g m a t i zed as po l i t i ca l l y 

i n c o r re c t  s i nc e  t h e y s o m e t i m es l ea d  to 
t he u s e  o f  m e t aphors w h i c h  a re a sso

c i a t e d  w i th opp re s s i o n . 

I n d e e d ,  o n e' s u s G  o f  m e t aphor i s  
n o t  w i tho u t  c o n s e q u e nce, and I a m  we l I 

a w a re t h a t  t he e m p h a s i s  o n  m a l e  r e l i 

g i o us m e t a p h o r s  t h r o u g ho ut modern h is

t o r y h a s  he l p e d  p e rp e t u a t e  t he u n b a 

l a n c e d  m a l e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  s o c i ety an d 

n a t u re . I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  
f i n a l l y d r a w i n g  to a c l o s e .  a s  t h e  r i se 

o f  f e m i n i sm, n eo p a g a n i sm, f e m i n i n e  

sp i r i t u a l i t y ,  re n e w ed int erest i n  gnost i

c i sm, e t c . a l l  i nd i c a t e .  T h i s  i s n' t t o  

sa y tha t t h e r e  ha s n ' t b e e n  s o me g ra i n  

o f  t r u t h  t o  m ascu l i ne parenta l metaphors 

f or the Ab so I ut e ,  b u t  to no t e  tha t 

s u c h  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o ns a re n ec essar i l y  

Continued on next page 
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Freedom and Religion 
by Jay Kinney 
Lev Che rn y i  r a i ses s o me wor th

w hi l e  po ints in his respons e to my 
art ic l e  on Re l igion an d Ana rchism . 
In ord e r  t o  p ro pe l the d is cuss ion 
f u rthe r a long I'd l ike to respon d ,  
i n  t u rn . 

Lev is c o r re c t  in po i n t ing o ut 
that I d id no t p ro v ide a spec i fi c  
de f i n i t io n  o f  "rel igion" o r  the "spiri
tua l "  in my ess a y .  This was , f or the 
most par t ,  on pu rpose . It was my 
hun c h  that if I def ined those words 
too c lose l y  the d is cuss io n  co u ld 
eas i l y  d e g en e r a t e  in t o  n i tp i c king 
o v er d e f e c ts in an y one single defi
n i t ion . My in t e n t ion w i th the essay, 
as I no t e d  in i t ,  wasn' t t o  argue the 
p ro s  an d cons o f  re l ig ion or atheism 
per se, but t o  d is cuss t he re l at ion 
of the l ib e r t a r ian l ef t  t o  others' 
spi r i tuality. By leaving the definition 
o f  re l ig ion open I hoped that Strike! 
re ad e r s  wo u l d  proj ec t the i r  o wn 
d iverse no t ions of rel igion and spiri
t u a l i t y  i n t o  the d is cuss ion so that 
m y  points c o u l d  ha ve the max imum 
pro vt?c a t i v e  e f f e c t .  I d id this in 
cons ci o us  c o n t r a s t  t o  Fred Woo d 
w o r t h  who o ft en presu mes t o  ta l k  
abo ut re l igion i n  g en e ra l ,  but woo 
usua l l y  see ms to end up j o us t ing 
w i th a n a rro w brand of Chr ist ianity, 
l ead ing me t o  won d e r  j us t  ho w 
much he has in v es t igat ed a l l  the 
v ar i e t i es of that whi c h  he rej ec ts . 

That sa i d ,  l et me t a k e  iss u e  
w i th t h e  def i n i t ion o f  re l ig ion Le v 
sugg es t s  in his es s a y  • . .  t o  wi t ,  " an y  
do c tr ine whi c h  p o st u l at es the ex is
t e n c e  o f  a god or o f  sup e r n a t u r a l  
b e i n g s "  f ro m  w hi c h  f o l lo ws  that 
" the essen t i a l  n a t u re of r e l igion 
cons ists in its  d iv is ion of the world 
in t o  t wo sphe r e s - - the sup e r n a t u ra l  
an d the n a t u ra l ,  o r  i n  other wor d s ,  

t h e  d iv ine ( or sac r e d )  an d  t h e  p ro 
f an e . "  My f i rst  p rob l em with this is 
that Lev's definit ion does not inc lude 
some o f  the m aj or t ypes of fuck:l.hism 
whic h do no t  spe c i f i c a l l y post u l ate 
a God or S up re me Being . Yet, j ucg ing 
f ro m  the ro l e  that Budd hism p l a ys 
f or m i l l io ns o f  people, it is undoubt
ed l y  a re l ig io n . This sugg es t s  that 
an ac c ept a b l e  g en e r a l  d e f inition of 
re l i g io n  is  mor e  l ik e l y  to d we l l on 
func t i o n  than on doc tr ine . 

My se cond p ro b l e m  wi th Lev' s 
def i n i t ion is re l ated to my f i rst , 
and that is that no t a l l  re l ig io ns 
can be in c l uded und e r  the rubric of 
dua l is m .  S o me re l igions are monist ic 
an d make no d ist inc t io n  b e t  ween 
sup e r n a t u ra l  an d  nat u ra l  but on l y  
b e t  ween d i ff e rent mod es o f  percep
t i o n . Acc ord ing to mon ism, re a l it y  
i s  a uni t a r y  who l e ;  ever ything is 
sa c r e d ;  God and the Wor ld ar e  one 
an d the same , et c .  What ' s  mor e ,  
s o m e  re l ig io us  thin kers w ho  m ight 
be l ab e l l ed d ua l ist s ,  don' t d iv id e  
t h e  wor l d  in t o  t wo opposing re a lm s  
o f  sac red an d p ro fa n e , as L e v  sug
g es t s . For ins t an c e ,  the i n t e r a c t ion 
o f  y in and yang, which Tao ism i:peal<s 
o f ,  is not a bat t le f or sup re mac y 
bet wee n  t wo re a lm s ,  but rather an 
ongo ing d ia l ec t i c a l  d ance which the 
wise ind iv idua l g et s  in rhythm with, 
in ord e r  t o  ac t app ro p riat e l y  an d 
e f f e c t i v e l y  in the world . For Tao ists 
the re is an i mp l ic i t  uni t y  behind 
d ua l i t y ,  an d I i mag ine that the y' d  
f i nd the no t io n  o f  f i ght ing against 
" d ua l ism" to b e  an amus i ng m an i 
fes t a t i o n  o f  d ua l ism itse l f .  

I n  an y  case , i f  we mus t  ha v e  a 
def i n i t ion o f  re l ig io n , I ' d  sugg es t  
tha t  the ab id ing cha rac t e r ist ic is 
not de i t y  or d ua l ism , but rather,  an 
art i c u l at ed wor l dv ie w  whi c h  es t a 
b l ishes a n  ind iv id ua l' s p l ac e  in the 
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i n c o mp l e t e  a n d  m i s l e a d i n g . 

Y o u r  p o i n t  t h a t i n  p e r i o d s  w he n  

r e l i g i o n  h a d  a m o n o p o l y  o n  t he c a t e 

g o r i es o f  t ho u g ht i t  i s  o n l y  n a t u ra l 

t h a t  I i be r tar i an mov ements wo u l d  express 

the mse I v es t h r o u g h  s u bv e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
p re v a i l ing r e l ig i o us  dogma, is  we l l  ta k en . 

Ho w e v e r ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a m i s r e a d i n g  o f  
w hat s u c h  mov e m e n t s  w e re a b o ut t o  

i mpu t e  to them " an t i- re l ig i o us" i n t e n t  i ons 

a s  s u c h, un I ess by t ha t  you mean a n t i
i n s t  i t  ut i o n a  1 i sm or a n t i - do g m a t i s m .  

" G o d "  w a s  s t i l l  a v e ry rea l presence f o r  

the Bre t h r e n  o f  t h e  F r e e  Sp i r i t  o r  t h e  

R a n t e rs .  T h e y  m a y  ha v e  r ej e c t e d  t h e  

" re l i g i o n "  o f  Ca t ho l i c i sm ,  b u t  the y 
w e re n o t  r ej ec t i n g  t he va l u e-- for t he i r  

o wn l i v es - - o f  a sp i r i t u a l o r i en t a t i o n . 
On t he c o n t r a r y ,  t he y  w e r e  c a t apu l t ing 

the mse I v es i n t o  a t o t a  I p re o c c up a t i o n  
w i t h t he sp i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  o n e  beyond that 

a l l o we d  f or w i th i n  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  

r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  d a y .  

I d o u b t  tha t t h e i r  " i n a b i l i t y  t o  g o  
b e y o n d  r e  I i g  i o us c a te gor i e s  cr i r+> l e d  and 

e v e n t u a  I l y  he l p e d  d e s t r o y  t h es e m ov e

m e n t s , "  a s  yo u s u g g e s t . T h i s  s t r i kes me 

a s  a re t r o spec t i v e  j udg e m e n t  o n  pa r 

w i t h a t a ut o l og y  t h a t  m i g ht a s s e r t  t he 

l a c k  o f  mod e r n  he a l th p ro f e s s i o n a l s  

he l p e d  sp r e a d  t he P l ag ue i n  t he 1 4 t h 

c e n t u r y .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  o ut c o me o f  t h e  

P a r i s  Co mm u n e  m i g ht ha v e  been d i f f e r

e n t  i f  i t s pa rt i c i pa n t s  ha d b e e n  a r m e d  

w i t h p a r t i c l e- b e a m  weapons, too . Peop l e  

w o r k  w i th t h e  l a n g ua g e  a n d  st r u c t u res 

of t he i r  o wn t i m e  and c a n  h a r d l y  be 

f a u l t e d  f or fa i l  Ing t o  j ump to c o n c l u-

s i o ns t h a t  m a y  s e e m  q u i t e s e l f - ev ident 

to s o m e o n e  in 1 98 4 . I ' m  i n c l i n e d  to 

t he not i o n  that m o s t  p e o p l e  t hr o ug ho ut 

w r i t t e n  a n d  u n w r i t t e n  h i st o r y  ha v e  

c a r r i ed w i t h i n  t h e m  i mp u l s e s  t o w a rd s  

f re e d o m  a n d  i mpu I s e s  t o wa rd s, for I ac k  

o f  a b e t t e r  w o r d ,  " c o n t r o l . " I n  g enera l ,  
t h e s e  c o n f l i c t i n g  i mpu l se s  ha v e  both 

m a n i f e s t e d  i n  a l l  s o r t s  o f  a r e a s  o f  

h u m a n  s o c i e t y .  A t  t h e  r i s k  o f  g o i n g  

a g a i ns t  ho l y  a n a rc h i st w r i t , I ' d  l i k e  t o  

su g g es t  t h a t t h e  i mpu l se t o w a r d s  f ree
dom is not in e v e ry s i n g l e  i ns t a n c e  

g oo d no r i s  t h e  i mpu l se t o w a r d s  c o n 
t r a  I I o rg a n i z a t i o n /  o rd e r  i n v a r i ab l y  bad . 

I f  f re e d o m  m e a n s  t h e  r i g ht o f  t h e  

s i n g l e  e g o  t o  d o  w h a t e v e r  i t  w a n t s ,  

re g a rd l es s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  on o t he r s ,  

t h e n  I a m  n o t  b e n e f i t t e d  b y  t he person 

who a s s e r t s  h i s  " f re e d o m" by b l a s t i n g  
t h ro ug h  a s t o p I i g ht i n t o  t he s i d e  o f  
my c a r .  

I f  a n a rc hy h a s  o n e  c ha n c e  i n  a 

m i l l i o n  o f  wor k i n g  as a n  o n g o i n g  w a y  

o f  I i f e i t  i s  o n l y  b e c a u s e , l e f t  t o  t he i r  

o wn d e v i c e s ,  m o st peop l e  pre fer t o  work 

o ut a c o o p e r a t i v e  I iv ing a r r a n g e m e n t  
w i th o t h e r s  w i t h a m i n i mum of coe rc ion 

and b u r e a u c r a c y .  T he t hreat o f  nuc l ear 

d e s t r u c t  i o n  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  u rg en c y  o f  

m o v i n g  t he w o r l d  i n  t h i s  I i b e r t a r i a n 

d i re c t  i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  r i se  o f  a wa r e n e s s  

o f  o u r  p l a c e  i n  a p l a n e t a r y  e c o l og y  
br i ng s  w i th i t  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n tha t a l l  

o u r  a c t  i o n s  a r e  i n t e rc o n n e c ted . Accor
d i n g l y , en l i g htened se l f- interest req-i i res 

t h a t  t he " m e "  we s e e k  to a dv a nc e  needs 
to i n c l u d e  the w ho l e  p l an e t  ( we' l l  l ea v e  

t he U n i v e rs e  o ut o f  t h i s  f o r  no w . . .  ) .  

uni v erse , def i n e s  a s e t  o f  v alues to 
l iv e  b y ,  an d p ro v ides t h e  e mot ional 
supp o r t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l iv e  by those 
v a l ues . Mor e  o ft en than no t ,  this 
wor ldv ie w may in c l ud e  a se t o f  un
p ro v ab l e " f i rs t  p rinc iples" or bel iefs 
whi c h  t a k e  the un kno wn or u ns e e n  
re a lm s  o f  l i f e  an d re n d e r  them into 
a m an a g ea b l e  f or m .  Whe n  a c e r t ain 
wor ldv ie w is  ac c ept ed and systema
t i zed by a n umb er o f  peo p l e ,  i t  
t a k es  on a n  obj ec t i v e  ex ist e n c e  
tha t can b e  c a l led a re l ig io n . The 
" sp i r i t ua l" - - that o t h e r  und e f i n e d  
a l l-pu rpose t e r m-- I asso c i a t e  mor e 
with the ind ividua l ,  subj ec t iv e  e x 
pe r ien c e  o f  one ' s  re l at ions h ip t o  

R e l i g i o n  a n d  Sp i r i t u a l i t y ,  a t  the i r  best , 

a l s o  b u i l d t h i s  a w a r e n e ss .  At t h e i r  
w o r s t  t h e y s t a n d  i n  i ts wa y or ac t ua l l y  

d e s t ro y  i t .  I f  I e r r  i n  t he d i r ec t i on of  

a b l a n k e t  d e f e n s e  of  r e l ig i on i t  i s  on l y  

b e c a u s e  I f i nd a b l a n k e t  c o n d emnat i on  

o f  i t  e v en w o r s e . 
I do n o t  c l a i m to be a pure anarch i st 

rn y s e l f-- w he n  p re ss e d  I pre fer the l abe l 

o f  I i b e r t a r i a n  s o c i a l ist,  i f  on l y  because 

i t  a l l u d e s  s l i g ht l y  m o r e  t o  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  a ba I a n c e  b e i n g  s t r u c k  b e t  w e e n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  i n d  i v  i d ua I an d o f  

" s o c i et y . " S t i me r  ha s  no use f o r  S oc i et y  

a n d  c o n s i d e r s i t  o n e  m o r e  c o e r c i o n  o f  

t he I nd i v i d u a l ' s s e l f - w i l l , a n d  t h e r e  i s  

c e r t a i n l y  a n  e x h i l a r a t i n g pu r i t y t o  h i s  

p e rsp e c t i v e .  Ho w e v e r ,  u I t  i ma t e l y  I part 

c o mpa n y  w i th h i m  o n  a n y n u mb e r  o f  

p o i n t s ,  n o t  t he l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t he 

q u e s t i o n  o f  w ho  i s  t h e " ! "  tha t he i s  

d e f e nd i n g  a g a i ns t  a l l comers? I ' v e  come 

to the c o n c l us i o n ,  f o r  the p re s e n t  a t  

l e a s t ,  t h a t  t he " I "  t h a t  mo st o f  u s  
p re s u m e  t o  d e f e n d  i s  l a r g e l y  f i ct i t i o us  

a n d  i t se l f  a produc t o f  soc i a l cond i t i o n

i n g . Acc o r d i n g l y, t o  us e t h i s  " I "  a s  t he  

p i v o t f o r  o n e' s c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  

e x i st e n c e  i s  a k i n t o  p ro g ra ITTll i n g  a 

" l o g i c - b o mb" into a computer' s operat i ng 
so ft w a r e :  i t  i s  I i a b l e  t o  se l f - d e s t r uc t  

a t  a n  i n o pp o r t u n e  m o m e n t . 

On t h e  o t h e r  ha n d ,  I a m  no t a b i g 

f a n  o f  s o c i et y' s  l a ws ,  r u l es,  s t r i c t u res 

and i d e o l o g i e s  and I d o  not  s e e  t h e m 

a s  ho l d i n g  p r i o r  c l a i m o v e r  t he i nd iv i

d ua l .  The soc i a l  " we "  is j ust as f i ct i t io us  

a s  t he e g o i st " I . "  Co u n t e rp o i se d  t o  

bo t h  t h e s e  c o n s t r uc t s  I p o s i t  w l-E t 

J u n g  c a l l e d t he S e l f - - t he s e l f- id ent i t y  

w he r e  t h e  c o ns c i o us e go i s  i n  construc

t i v e  d i a l og w i t h  t he U n c o n s c i o us, t h e  
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the uni v erse . It is ac tual ly a defense 
of the spiritual tha t  i n t e r e s t s  me 
more , b ut b e c a us e  most pe o p l e' s  
spi r i tua l l i f e  i s  l iv ed in the re a lm 
o f  re l ig io n  I ' m  st u c k  with discussing 

sys t e ms an d ins t i t ut ions whi c h  I ' m  
m uc h  m o r e  amb i v a l en t  abo ut . 

R ea d e rs m a y  no t ic e  that the 
de f i n i t io n  of re l i g io n  I ' m  p ro pos ing 
is so g en e r a l  that i t  c o u ld even 
inc l ud e  hu man i s m ,  athe i s m ,  Marxism, 
or an ar c hism as a " re l ig ion ." And 
we l l  it sho u l d ,  f o r  I c o ns ider the 
ro l e  that such phi lo soph i es p lay in 
the l iv es  o f  the i r  ad he r e n t s  t o  be 
more or l es s  equ i v a l en t  t o  that o f 
re l igion . Acc o rd ing l y, in my v ie w, 
the supposed opp o s i t ion bet wee n 
athe ism and the i s m  is ac tua l ly a 
s t r ugg l e  bet wee n  re l ig io us  systems, 
f or athe ism, l ik e  the i s m ,  p ro c e e d s  

l ef t - b r a i n  w i th t h e  r i g ht - b r a i n , t h e  

r a t i o n a l w i t h t he i r r a t i o n a l ,  t h e  m i nd ,  
s e n s e s ,  f e e  I i n g s  a n d  i n t u i t  i o n s  a I I  i n 

t e r a c t i n g ,  w i th i n  a context w h i c h  a dn i t s  

t h a t a t  t h e  d e e p e s t l ev e l o f  t h e  S e l f  

t h e  d i v i d i ng l i n e  b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  I ,  

b e t  w e e n  hu m a n i t y a n d  o t h e r  spe c i es 

a n d  l i f e - f o rms, b e t w e e n  t h e  t e mp o ra l 

a n d  t h e  e t e r n a l ,  i s  up f or g ra b s .  I t  i s  
S e l f - i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t ha t  I a m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  a n d  i t  o f t e n ca r r i es w i th 

i t  t he r e a l i z a t i o n  t ha t  s o m e t i m es t o  
c l e a v e  t o o  na r ro w l y  t o  a str i c t l y  l og i ca l 

r a t  i o n  a I e f o r  o n e' s a c t  i o ns can g e t  one 

i n t o  a l  I s o r t s  of c u l-de-sacs.  I c a n  
t h  i n k  o f  a f e w a n t i - a u t h o r i t a r i ans who 

ha v e  a b r i l l i a n t  rap a n d  ra t i o n a l e  b u t  
t he e m o t i o n  a I m a t u r i t y  o f  a t w o - y e a r  

o l d .  I ' d  soo n e r  t r us t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
w i t h a g o o d h e a r t  ( sa y ,  W e n d e l I Berry].  

than a n  a n a r c h i s t w i th o u t  a n  i o t a  o f  

c o m p a s s i o n  o r  m e r c y .  T he l a t t e r  c a n  
c o n t r i v e  po l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t r a t i on a l es 

f o r a n o n y m o u s  v i o l e n c e ,  shop ! i f t  i n g  

f ro m  a n a r c h i st bo o ks t o r e s ,  s l a n d e r i n g 

c o m r a d e s ,  e t c . ,  w h i l e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l 

w ho  I i s t e ns t o  h i s  he a r t  i s  o f t e n m o r e  

I i k e l y  t o  a c t ua l l y he l p  c ha n g e  t h i n g s  

f or t h e  b e t t e r .  I f  t h i s  i s  " l i be r a l i s m , "  

s o  b e  i t; i t  m a i n l y  str i ke s  me as common 

s e n s e . 

W e i I , th i s  w i l  I ha v e  t o  b e  i t  f o r  

n o w .  W h a t  e n d s  u p  i n  S t r i k e !  m a y  w e ! I 

b e  d i f f e rent from th i s-- as e v e r  I rese rv e 

t he r i g ht to c h a n g e  m y  m i n d  p e n d i n g  

f u r t h e r t h o u g h t  a n d  d i a l o g . B y  t h e  

w a y ,  i t  l o o ks l i ke  I ' l l  be i n  Co l umb i a  t he  

f i rs t  w e e k i n  S e p t e mb e r .  P e r ha p s  i t  
m i g ht w o r k  o u t  t o  a r r a n g e  a f a c e- t o 

f a c e  d u r i n g the 2 -3  d a y s  I '  I I  b e  t he r e .  

R e g a rds,  

J a y  K i n n e y 
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f ro m  assumpt ions that are "g iven . "  
These g iven assumpt ions m a y  seem 
se lf-ev ident to the athe ist ( e . g .  
that Reason i s  the p re ferred too l 
f or evaluat ing the universe) but 
the y rest no less on fa i th f or a l l  
that . 

Ho wever, be l ieve it or no t ,  I' m 
not very interest ed in g et t ing into  
an abstrac t arg ument over the phi 
losophy o f  re l i g io n ( s) . I 'm more 
int eres t ed in the ques t ion of the 
ind iv idua l' s r ight to his or her o wn  
be liefs/percept ions / interp re t a t ions 
o f  expe r ienc e .  I f  a person has a 
persona l  exper ien c e  o f  the re a l ity  
o f  "God" ( or Inf inite  Cons ciousness, 
or what have you) , no amount o f  
log ica l  argument or acc us at ions o f  
" co unt er f e i t  subj ec tivity" i s  go ing 
to conv ince that person other wise . 
Expe r ien c es such as this are the 
core f ro m  which re l igions gro w. 
Certa inl y  as ins t itut ions expand and 
doc tr ines p ro l ife r a t e ,  the re l ig ions 
can rap i d l y  depart  f ro m  the sense 
of l iving rea l i t y  which is inherent 
in the original core, and thus become 
bureaucratic monuments to reification. 
Ho wever , I am persona l ly convinced 
o f  the authen t ic i t y  and significance 
of such core expe r ien c es . This is 
probab l y  where Lev and I hav e  our  
greates t d isagreemen t , An athe ist 
says ,  in effect, that such experiences 
are l i es /  ha 1 1  ucina t ions/  m isinterpre
tat ions etc . Moreover,  such exper
ien c es are st igmat ized as polit ically 
incorre c t  s ince the y have so met imes 
l ed to the us e  o f  metaphors which 
are assoc iated wi th opp ress ion . 

Indeed , one ' s  us e o f  met aphor is 

Second letter 
D e a r  J a y. 

I app re c i ated rec e iv i ng your thought
f u l  response t o  m y  l et t e r . I t  g a v e  me 
a b e t t e r  u n d e r st a n d ing o f  your per�c
t i v e-- o f  b o t h  ho w c l o se we are to 
e a c h o t h e r,  & at the sa m e  t i me ,  ho w 
f a r  a wa y .  I i mm e d i a t e l y  bega-i to wr i te 
a rep l y  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  ( i n o r d e r  t o  
f u rthe r t r y  t o  c l a r i f y e x ac t l y  w t"e t  we 
d i f f e r  a b o ut ) ,  but I on l y  had t i m e  t o  
c o mp l et e  o n e  ha l f  o f  a f i rst draft  be f ore 
I ha d t o  l ea v e  Co l umb i a  f or a t r i p  o ut 
he r e  to y o u r  o wn t e r r i t o r y  . . . .  

An y w a y ,  I ' m  f e e  I i ng v e r y  g o o d  & 
a m  i n  a m o o d  to t r y  t o  r e a  1 l y  get do wr. 
to b a s i c s  in the athe i sm/ re l ig i on / an a rc hy  
d e b a t e  w he n  I re t u rn t o  Co l umb i a .  A s  
the c l  i c he g o e s ,  the r e ' s us u a l l y t o o  
m u c h  he a t  & n o t  e n o ugh l ig ht g en e rated 
in su c h  d e b a t e s - - b u t  I t h i n k  the t wo 
o f  us m i g ht j us t  b e  re a s o n a b l e  e n o u g h  

Third let ter 
D e a r  J a y, 

J us t  r e c e i v ed the l a t e s t  i ss u e  o f  
Str i ke! w i th y o u r  r e v i s e d  r e p l y  t o  m y  
c r i t i c i s m .  I a l so . . .  n o w have t he  t ime to 
r e t u rn t o  my d i a l og u e w i th y o u  c o n 
c e rn i n g  re l i g i o n . I hope y o u' re st i l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o rrrn u n icat ion conc ern ing 
t h e  s u bj ec t  s i n c e  I st i l l  ha v e  a l ot t o  
sa y .  I w a s  a f ra i d for a whi l e  that Str ike! 
ha d re f used f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  to r u n  
y o u r  rep l y  t o  m e ,  a n d  w a s  g l a d t o  
f i n a l l y s e e  i t  i n  p r i n t ;  but I was a l so 
s o r r y t o  s e e  t ha t  y o u  n e v e r  d e a  I t  w i th 
my maj or po int- i . e .  re l ig ious re i f i ca t i on 
or re l i g i o us d ua l i s m  i s  i n c o mpa t i b l e 
w i th a n y c o ns i st e n t  a n a r c h i st t h e o r y .  
But I w i l l dea l w i th tha t pa r t i c u l a r 
q u es t i o n  I n  the a r t i c l e  I a m  w r i t i ng 
f o r  Str ike! ( w h i c h  I w i l l  e i ther enc l ose  
w i th t h i s  l e t t e r ,  o r se n d  w he n  I f i n i sh 
w i th i t ) . 

For  he r e  a n d  n o w, I ' m  g o i ng t o  
t yp e  up t he rep l y  t ha t  I w ro t e  t o  y o u r  
o r i g i n a l respons e t o  my c r i t i c i sm o f  
y o u r  a r t i c l e .  I w r o t e  t h i s  l as t  Aug us t  
a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  b u t  n e v er ha d  a c t"ence 
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no t witho ut consequenc e ,  and I am 
we l l  a ware that the emphas is on 
male re l ig io us  metaphors  througrout 
modern hist ory has helped perpetuate 
the unbalan c ed male do minat ion o f  
soc i e t y  and nature . I be l ieve that 
this per iod is on the wan e ,  as the 
rise o f  feminism, neopaganism, femi
nine spiritua l ity,  and the rene wed 
int erest in gnost ic ism, etc . all indi
cat e . This isn' t to sa y that there 
hasn' t been some grain  of t r ut h  to 

val id and co mpa t ib l e ,  regard l ess of 
the i r  mean ing s ,  log ica l  irrplications, 
an d mani fest contrad ic t ions ." What 
I am point ing o ut is that if you are 
rea l ly in favor o f  f reedom, you 
sho uld defend others' r ights to rold 
be l iefs d ifferent f ro m  your own, no 
matter  ho w stupid,  repe l lent , co c k
eyed , or dua l ist ic as long as they 
aren't trying to make you live by 
them, and v ic e  versa . This doesn' t 
rule  o ut arguing with those ideas 

"I prefer to make my own choices, and rm quite sure 
that this is the gut- level response of the average person 
when faced with advocates of freedom who devalue the rights 
of others to hold spiritual views different than their own. If 
the slogan ' Not with my body you don't!' is a worthwhile 
libertarian principle, then rd suggest ' Not with my psyche 
you don't!' as an aux:illiary principle worth practicing within 
our circ les ." 

m as cu l ine parenta l m et aphors f or 
the Absol ut e ,  but to no t e  that such 
cha rac teri zat ions are nec essarily 
incomplete and mis lead ing . As ever, 
" the map is not the terr itor y," as 
Kor zybski points out , tho ugh true 
be l ievers and the ir  crit ics  l ik e  to 
p retend other wise . 

When I contend that re l ig io us  
be l ief is  a privat e  mat ter ,  I am not 
sugg est ing that " ideas ex ist in a 
vac uum . "  The y obv io us ly don' t ,  as 
the ne wspaper headl ines underscore 
ever y day. Rather,  I am questioning 
whether it is rea l ly the ro l e  o f  
an archists t o  pol ice other people' s 
m inds . I 'm  not nec essarily defending 
the no t ion , as Lev charac teri zes it, 
that al l " ideas . . .  are seen to be equally 

to Jay Kinney 
& g o o d- w i l l ed e n o u g h  to r e v erse t h a t  
s i t u a t i o n - - espec i a l l y  in the one-on-one 
d i a l o g u e  t h a t  wo u l d  b e  p o ss i b l e  i f  we 
c o u l d  m e e t w he n  y o u  come to Co l unti i a .  

. . .  i f  y o u  c a n  spa re t he  t ime to mee t, 
I can e a s i l y  t a k e  o ff a d a y  . . .  ( I ' m  a l so  
su re tha t o t h e r  p e o p l e  . . .  i n  the C. A . L .  
w o u l d  a l so b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  mee t i ng & 
ta l k i n g  w i th y o u  i f  y o u' d  c a r e  to d e a l 
w i th m o r e  t h a n  j us t  m e . )  And o f  course 
y o u' d be w e l c o m e  t o  s t a y at ( our home) 
if  y o u  need a p l ac e  t o  s l eep w h i l e  
y o u' re i n  Co l umb i a  . . . .  

I s i n c e r e l y  hope tha t w e  c a n  g e t  
t o g e t h e r ,  i f  on l y  f o r  an ho u r  or s o ,  
s i n c e  I t h i n k  s o m e  g en u i n e cannui ica

t ion i s  p o ss i b l e .  
N e i th e r  G o d ,  N o r  Mas t e r, 

N o r  M i su nd e r s t a n d i n g  
L e v  Che r n y  i 

to J ay Kinney 
t o  t ype I t  up a n d  se n d  i t  to y o u .  Most 
of It  app l i es equa l l y to y o u r  a r t i c l e  
t h a t  j us t  appe a r e d  i n  Str ike! Bec a use I 

t h i n k  I t  i s  wo r t h w h i l e, a n d  bec a us e  I 

t h i n k  y o u  w i  I I  r e a d  i t  a n d  t r y  t o  g et 
w l-e t  y o u  c a n  o ut o f  i t, I w i l l  respond 
t o  your a r g umen t s  pa r a g ra p h  by pa r a 
g raph, p o i n t  b y  p o i n t  . . .  R e a d y  or na t l  

I n  o n e  s e n s e  I c a n  u nd e r sta n d  y o u r  
hes i ta n c y  t o  d e f i ne " re l i g i o n "  or  the 
" sp i r i t ua l "  s i nc e it  is  very p o ss i b l e  f or 
" d i s c uss ion to degenerate into n i tp i c k i ng 
o v e r  d e f e c t s o f  a n y  o n e  s i n g l e  d e f i n i
t i o n . "  Ho w e v e r ,  e v e n  g iv en t h i s  p o ss i 
b i l i t y, I t h i n k  t ha t  t h e  b e n e f i ts o f  
be ing ab l e  to dea l w i th re l a t ive l y  def ined 
te rms f a r  o u t we i g hs the p ro b l ems g e
n e r a t e d  w he n  peop l e  a t t e mpt to d iscLSS 
su c h  emot i o n - l aden t e rms w i tho ut kno w
i n g  w l-e t  i t  i s  e x ac t l y  tha t the y a r e  
re f e r r i n g  t o . An d i n  an y  c a s e ,  t h e  
q u es t i o n  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  i n e v i ta b l y  
c o me up ( as i t  ha s) i f  the d i s c us s  i o n  
i sn' t t o  rema i n  o n  a sup e r f i c i a l  l ev e l ,  

I n  o r d e r  t o  r e a  1 1  y g e t  t o  the he a r t  
o f  t h e  q u es t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

and trying t o  est ab l ish the superior
ity  o f  your o wn, nor does it preclude 
d e f e n d ing yourse l f  f ro m  others' 
ac t ions based on the i r  ideas . M it 
does d iseng age the anarchist project 
f ro m  ha wk ing a part ic u lar be l ief 
system ( atheism) as being a necessary 
co mponent o f  human f reedo m .  

To repeat : Freedom inc l udes the 
opt ion to choose f ro m  a max imum 
n umber of poss ib i l it i es f or one' s 
l ife and one ' s wor ldvie w. Inevitably, 
this inc l udes wise croices and stupid 
cho ic es ,  so - ca l led good possibilit ies 
and bad ones ; it inc l udes , in short , 
the opt ion to make mistakes -- or 
what others cons ider m istakes --and 
suf f e r  the consequences . Ho wever , 
s o m e  an archists see m  intent on 
sav ing others f ro m  themselves under 
the i l lus ion that this is a libertarian 
task.  I contend that it isn' t .  I prefer 
to make my o wn cho ic es ,  and I 'm 
qu ite su re that this  is the gut-level 
resp onse o f  the average person 
when fac ed with advocates of free
dom woo devalue the rights of others 
to ho ld spi ritua l v ie ws  d iff erent 
than the i r  o wn .  I f  the s logan " Not 
with my bod y you don' t!" is a worth
whi l e  l ibertarian p rinc iple ,  then I'd 
suggest " Not with my ps yche you 
don' t ! "  as an aux i l iary p rinc ipl e  
wo:· t h  p rac t icing within o u r  c ircles. 

To return for a momen t  to Lev' s 
respons e :  his po int that in per iods 
when re ligion had a monopo ly on 
the categor ies of tho ught i t  is only 
natura l  tha t l iberat ion mov ements 
would express the mse lves thro ugh 
subv ers ion of the prevailing reli::rious 

I i b e r t a  r i a n  l ef t  a n d  an a rc h i st s  t o  
" sp i r i tua l i t y "  i t  i s  a b so l ut e l y  necessary 
to spe l l  o ut a t he o r y  of re l i g i o n  a n d  
sp i r i t ua l i t y  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  r e l a t e  t o  

a n d  c r i t i c i z e ,  a n d  tha t c a n  g i v e  the 
d ia I cg ue some c o he re n ce and struc ture . 
Desp i te the f a c t  tha t y o u r  i n t e n t  i o n  
" wasn' t t o  a r g u e  t h e  p ro s  a n d  c o n s  o f  
re I i g  I o n  a n d  a t he i sm pe r  ae, • I be I i ev e  
tha t a n y  d i s c us s i o n  o f  " the re l a t ion o f  
the I i b e r ta r i an l e f t  t o  others' sp i r i tua l 
i t y "  u l t i m a t e l y  m us t  d e p e n d  up o n  j ust 
su c h  a r g umen t s .  

Y o u  are q u  l te c o r re c t  i n . po i n t i ng 
o ut tha t F r e d  W. o ft e n  c o n f uses h i s  
g en e ra l c r i t i c i sms o f  re l ig ion w i th sorre 
q u i t e  spec i f i c  c r i t i c i sms  of DT ist i an i t y .  
P e r haps I was t o o  en thus i a s t i c  i n  m y  
c ha racter izat i on o f  h i s  a r t ic l e  as " exce l 
l en t "  i n  m y  l et t e r  t o  Str ike! s inc e  I do 
ha v e  de f i n i te rese r v a t i ons c o n c e rn i ng 
t h i s  t e n d en c y  an d  the t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
n a r ro w i n t e rp re ta t i o n  o f  a t he ism which 
he usua l l y adv an c es .  I t  wo u l d  ha v e  
b e e n  more a c c urate f or me t o  pra ise the 
e x c e l l en c e  of se v e r a l of h i s  po i n t s  
w i th q u a  I l f i c a t i o ns concern i ng h i s  more 
g en e r a l p e r spec t i v e .  The r e a s o n  that I 
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dogma, is we l l  ta ken . Ho wever , I 
think it is a m is read ing o f  what 
such mov ements were about to irrp.1te 
to them " an t i-re l ig io us "  intent ions 
as such, unless by that Lev means 
an t i - ins t itut ional ism or anti-dogma
t is m .  " God" was st i l l  a very rea l  
p resence for the Brethren o f  the 
Free Spir it  or the Ran ters . The y 
may have rej ec ted the re l ig ion o f  
Catho l ic ism, but the y were not re
j ec t ing the value-- for the i r  o wn 
l ives -- o f  a spiritual  or ientation . 01 
the contrary, the y were catapulting 
themse lves into a tota l absorpt ion 
with the spiritual  l if e ,  one be yond 
that a l lo wed for within the main
stream re ligion o f  the day. 

I doubt that the ir  " inab i l ity  to 
go beyond re ligio us  categories crip
pled and eventua l ly he lped destroy 
these mov ements ," as Lev suggests . 
This str ikes me as a retrospec t ive 
j udg emen t  on par with a taut ology 
that m ight assert that the lac k of 
modern hea l th p ro fess ion a ls he lped 
sp read the Plague in the 14th cen
tury. Certainly the o ut come of the 
Paris Co mmune m ight have been 
d ifferent i f  i ts part ic ipan ts had 
been armed with particle-beam wea
pons , too !  Peopl e  wor k  with the 
lang uage and st ructures o f  thE:'.'ir 
own t ime and can hard l y  be faulted 
f or f a i l ing to j ump to con c l us ions 
that may seem se lf-evident to some
one in 1984 .  

If  an archy has one chance in a 
m i l l ion o f  wor king as an ongo ing 
way of l ife it is onl y because , left 
to thei r  o wn devic es , most people 
prefer  to wor k out a cooperat ive 
l i v in g  arrang emen t  with othe rs , 
with a minimum of coerc ion and 
bureaucrac y.  The threat o f  nuclear 
destruction increases the urgency of 
mov ing the wor ld in this l ibertarian 
dire c t ion , whi le the rise o f  the 
a wareness of our place in a planetary 
eco logy brings with it the realization 
that a l l  our ac t ions are int ercon
n e c ted . Accord ing l y, enl ightened 
se lf- interest suggests that the "me" 
we seek to adv an ce needs to inc lude 
the wro l e  p lanet ( we' 11 leave the 
Universe out of this for no w . . .  ) .  
Re l ig ion an d spi ritua l ity,  at the ir 
bes t ,  also bui ld this a wareness . At 
the ir  worst the y stand in its way 
or ac tua l ly destroy it . We would do 
we l l  to learn to d ist inguish bet ween 
the t wo extremes an d ac kno wledg e 
f riends where we m ight least expect 
to find the m .  

d i d n ' t d o  th i s  i s, o f  c o urse,  b e c a us e  I 

w a n t e d  to r e s e r v e  most o f  my l e t t e r  
f or c r i t i c i sm o f  y o u r  a r g umen t s !  

I r e a l i z e  tha t a c c o r d i ng t o  m y  def i
n i t i o n  o f  re l i g i o n  It w o u l d  be p ro b l e
m a t i c  to I n c l ude some c u rrents of EUd
d h l sm, Tao i sm, a n d  c e r t a  I n  o t h e r  t r a 
d I t  i on s . But I don' t th i n k  t ha t t h i s  i s  
a n  arg umen t a g a i ns t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  I 
used a t  a l l .  I t  mere l y  c l ar i f i es  the fact 
tha t those c u rre n t s  of Bu dd h i sm and 
T a o i sm d iv er g e f ro m  what most p e o p l e  
ca l l  " re l i g i o n "  i n  f u n d a m e n t a l wa ys,  
a n d  a r e  m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  ca l l ed ph i l o
soph i es .  At the sa m e  t i m e ,  ho w e v e r ,  I 
w o u l dn ' t want  to sugg est that a doc tr ine 
must i n c l ude a g o d  or a sup re m e  b e i ng 
to be a r e l i g i o n .  I t  c o u l d  as w e l l  b e  
c e n t e r e d  a r o und m o r e  t h a n  o n e  god, Qlr 
a r o und an y o t h e r  type o f  c o n c ept i bn 
i n  w h i c h  t he wor l d

· 
i s  abstrac t l y  d iv ided 

i n t o  m a t e r i a l an d sp i r i tua l ,  o r  sa c re d  
a n d  p ro f a n e  [ or o t h e r  s i m i l a r l y  o n t o 
l og l e a  l l y d u a  I i s t  i c )  re a l ms .  

T h e  c a s e  o f  Budd h i sm i s  i nstruc t ive.  
To the e x te n t  t ha t  I t  i s  a pure l y  eth i ca I 
d o c t r i n e  I w o u l d  c l ass i fy it as pr imar i l y  

Continued on next page 
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Between Concept and Reality; 
More on Religion and Anarchy 

by Lev Olemyi 
Unf ort unate ly, Jay Kinne y' s  re 

spons e ( see " Fre edom and Religion") 
to my critic ism ( see " The Sac red 
and the Pro fan e " )  of the posit ion 
he exp ressed in his or ig inal  art ic le 
on re l ig ion and anarchism evades 
m y  central po int -- that re l igious 
dua l ism is incompat ible with the 
anarchist proj ec t .  Perhaps this is 
bec aus e  I haven ' t  made myself clear 
enough. In tr y ing to keep my cr i ti
cism short eno ugh f or inc lus ion in 
thes e pages I may have shortchanged 
re aders with an inadequate presen
tat ion of my ideas . 

Jay makes three bas ic arguments 
in his respons e to me: ( 1 ) that the 
d e f i n i t ion o f  re l ig ion I used is t oo  
narro w, ( 2) that there i s  n o  nec es 
sary connect ion bet ween athe ist 
and an archist pos it ions , an d ( 3 ) 
that it is man ipu lat ive to crit ici ze 
otlj�r people' s wor ldv ie ws .  Let me 
make some br ief comm ents on each 
o f  these argumen ts and then I' l l  
t r y  to explain m y  cr it icisms of reli
gious dua l ism in more detai l .  

Three arguments 

Jay says that he finds my defini
t ion of re l igion ( as  an y doc tr ine 
which post u l at es the e x istence of a 
god or supernatural realm o f  ex is
tence) to be t oo narro w bec ause i t  
would exc lude certain phenomen a  
which h e  wants t o  ca l l  re l ig ion . 
U n f or t unate ly,  in do ing this he 
makes the untenab le assert ion that 
his o wn def ini t ion of re l ig ion ( as  
" an  articulated worldview which esta
b l ishes an ind ividual 's  plac e  in the 
univers e ,  def ines a set o f  v alues to 
l ive by, and prov ides the e mot ional 
support necessary to l ive by those 
values " )  is a more generally accepted 
def init ion than mine . Al l it takes is 
a quick look at a f e w  d ic t ionar ies 
to d isprove this claim.  The primar y  
def init ion given for "religion" accor
d ing to eac h  d ic t ionary I've checked 
essent ia lly coincides with the defini
tion I have used, while none coinc ide 
with Jay' s .  This is no t  to say that 

his defini t ion is " wrong" in an y 

obj ec tive sense, since definitions are 
mere l y  seman t ic too ls which can be 
dep loyed for a v ar iet y o f  uses . a.it 
is does mean that i f  we wan t to 
speak in a co mm on language with 
others,  that we genera l ly need to 
remain within the accepted boundaries 
o f  word usage.  Other wise we wi l l  

e n d  u p  l i k e  Humpt y- Dumpt y ( in 
Le wis Carro l l' s  Through the I..ooking
Glass) ,  spea k ing in an increas ing l y  
privat e  an d  unc o mm unicat ive lan
gua g e .  Ultimat e ly Jay' s  argument 
here is a k in to  the old ploy whereby 
owonents o f  the anarchist movement 
so met imes def ine " the state" or 
"go v ernment"  as " an y  t ype of human 
soc i a l  org an i zat ion" in order to 
"pro v e" that anarchy is i mposs ib le 
s ince "society  is imposs ibl e  without 
organ i zat ion . "  Such arguments may 
ha ve a certain amount of log ic to 
the m,  but the y invar iably  evade the 
essence o f  the p ro b l e m  the y are 
ost ens ib l y  dea l ing wi th . 

Jay' s  second arg ument, that there 
is no necessary conn e c t ion bet ween 
anarchist and athe ist posit ions is a 
more comp lex quest ion .  In an irrpor
tant sense he is right abo ut the 
need to "d isengage the anarchist 

Third letter to j ay Continued 
a m o r a l i d e o l o g y ,  but not a r e l i g i o n . 
To th e  e x te n t  tha t peo p l e  d e i fy the 
Bu d d ha  [ or t o  the e x te n t  t ha t  t he y 

be I i e v e  in the e x i s t e n c e  o f  s o m e  so r t  

o f  sp i r i tu a l p l an e  w h i c h  ha s a r e a l i t y  
sepa r a t e  f ra m a " m a t e r  i a  I "  or " na ture I " 
w o r l d) i t  c a n  i n d e e d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 

re I i g  i o n . F o r  the sa k e  o f  c o n c e p t u a  I 
c l a r i t y a n d a g en u i n e  u n d e rstan d i ng o f  

w J-a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  I th i n k  
t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  On 
a n o t he r  l e v e l ,  t h o u g h, it  d o e s n' t rea l l y 

m a tt e r  t o  me i n  a n y p a r t i c u l a r d i s cus
s i o n ,  w t-e t h e r  a n o t he r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

re l i g i o n  i s  u s e d  [ su c h  t ha t  the e t h i c a l 
doc t r i n e  o f  Budd h i sm, f or e x a mp l e, 

w o u l d  b e  i nc l u d e d )  s i nc e  the c o n c e p t

n a m e  " re l i g i o n "  i s  n o t  w J-a t  I am rea l l y 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c r i t i c i z i ng . My conc ern is  

the u nc r i t i c a l u s e  o f  t he concept o f  an 

o n t o l o g i c a l l y d ua l i s t i c  w o r l d  a n d  t h e  

p ra c t i c a l ac t i v i t i es t hat resu l t  f ro m  i t s  
use . My c r i t i !: i sm w o u l d  st i l l  ho l d , and 

the d i s t i n c t i o n s  m a d e  a bove wou l d  st i l l  
n e e d  t o  b e  m a d e  [ po ss i b l y us i ng o t h e r  

c o n c e p t - n a m es ) ,  e v e n  i f  we d e f i n e 

re l i g i o n  i n  a c o mp l e t e l y  d i f f erent way .  

I n  f a c t , t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

Budd h i sm as i d e o l o g y  a n d  as re l ig ion i s  

r e a l l y n o t  a l l t h a t i mpo r t a n t  f or m e  

e x c e p t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  tha t I w i sh t o  

spe a k  i n  a c o mm o n  I y u n d e r s t o o d " l a n 

g ua g e  w i th o t he r  pe o p l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

b e t t e r  sha r.:i m y  p e r s p e c l. i v e  w i th them. 

An d I ' m  a f ra i d tha t y o u r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

re l i g i o n  i s  ori l y  sha r e d  b y  a t i n y  m i 

n o r i t y o f  p e o p l e ,  O n e  n e e d  o n l y  l o o k  

i n  the n e a r e s t  d i c t i o n a r y  t o  f i nd de f i

n i t i o n s  l i k e :  " I . a .  An o r g a n i z e d  sy stem 

o f  b e l i e f.s a n d  r i t u a l s  c e n t e r i n g on a 

Sl.Jp e r n a t u ra l b e i n g or b e i n g s .  b. Ad

he r e n c e  t o  su c h  a sy s t e m" [ Amer i c a n  

Her itage Dict ionary); or " 1 .a. the se rv ice 

a n d  worsh Ip of God or the superna tura l "  

[ W e b s t e r' s  Seventh N e w  Co l l eg l a t e  

D i ct ionary) ;  o r a g a i n ,  11 1 .  b e l i e f  i n  a 
d i v i n e  o r  sup e r h u m a n  p o w e r  or p o w e r s  

t o  b e  ob e y e d an d w o r sh i pp e d  a s  t h e  

c r e a t o r [  s )  a n d  r u  I e r [  s )  o f  t he  u n i verse" 

[ We bste r' s  New Wor l d  D i c t i ona ry) . 

And t h e s e  a r e  m e r e l y  t h e  f i rst three 
d i c t  i o n a r  i es tha t I ha v e  p i c k e d  up . 

p roj ec t f ro m  ha wk ing a particu lar 
be l ief system," but this statement 
needs to be qua l i fi ed since he is 
e xp l ic i t ly charac t e r i z ing atheism as 
a " be l ief system" and such a charac
teri zat ion is on l y  a part ial  truth at 
bes t .  The concept o f  athe ism itself 
is at its roots  a g eneric  concept 

denot ing onl y  an absence of belief 
in a god or re l ig ion . As such i t  
does hav e  the potent i a l  to be a 
charac terist i c  o f  particular positive 
systems o f  be l ief such as Marx ism, 
mat e r i a l ism, or natu ra l ism, and in 
fac t this is the way people usual ly 
think o f  atheism.  But there is ano 
ther poss ib i l ity  which i s  t oo o ft en 
ne glected and which is conpletely ig
nored by Jay' s  c harac t e r i zat ion o f  
athe ism as a belief system equivalent 
in status to an y re l i g ion . nus other 
poss ib i l it y  is the sense in which 
athe ism can be charac ter ist ic  o f  
systematic unbelief, invo lv ing a 
re fusal  to invest an y conceptual  
s yste m  with an y absol ut e  truth ,  
value ,  or  claim to  u lt imate - re a lity. 
This is the onl y  sense of the concept 
o f  athe ism that I rea l ly want to  
de fend . And I wou ld c l ai m  that this 
is the. on l y  sense o f  the concept 

T he i r u n a n i m i ty in sha r ing the def i n i t ion 

t h a t I us e d  as the p r i m a r y  m e a n i n g o f  

t h e  w o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t o  m e  t h a t  my def i 

n i  t i o n  o f  the w o r d  i s  p ro b a b l y m o r e  

u n i  v e r s a  1 1  y a c c e p t a b l e  tha n y o u r s .  I 
k n o w t h a t d i c t i o n a r i es a re not author i

t i e s  w t-e r e  ph i l o s o phy is c o n c e r n e d .  

b u t  t h e y do e x p re s s  c o mm o n l y  a g r e e d  
u p o n  w o r d - m e a n i n g s, a n d  i f  w e  w a n t 

to spe a k  i n  a l a n g u a g e  tha t most peo p l e  

w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  i s  us u a l l y w i se t o  

he e d  the i r  i n f or m a t i o n . 
The r e  a r e  a l s o i n t e r p re ta t i o n s  o f  

Budd h i sm w h i c h  a r e  ha r d e r  t o  c ha r a c 
t e r i z e a s  e i ther i deo l og ica l or  re l ig i o us .  

My u n d e r s ta n d i n g  o f  Z en [ f ro m  A l a n  
W a t t s ,  a n d  o t h e r s )  l eads me t o  conc l ude 
tha t f or s o m e  pe o p l e  it c a n  be a n o n 

i d e o l o g i c a  I an d n o n - re l i g i o us d o c t r i ne  

[ ac c o r d i n g  t o  m y  d e f i n i t ion o f  re l ig i on ) .  

T he e l e m e n t s  o f  Z en w h i c h  l en d  the m

se l v es to t h i s  i n t e rp re ta t i o n  n a t u ra l l y 

ha p p e n  to be the o n e s  t h e  t I f i n d a 
g en u i n e  p e r s o n a I i n t e r e s t  i n .  Ho wever, 

e v en Zen is not imnune f rom ideo l og i ca l 

or re l i g i o us t e n d e n c i es [ f a r  f ro m  i t l ) . 

And th i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y s o  p re c i se l y b e 
c a u s e  i t  i s  [ as y o u  w o u l d  p ro b a b l y  

that has an y nec essary re lat ion to 
the conc ept of an archism ( which at 
its roots is also,  like athe ism, a 
gene r ic concept denot ing the parti
c u l ar absence o f  a be l ief ) . I wi l l  
explore the imp l icat ions o f  these 
d istinctions further after dealing with 
Jay' s  third maj or argumen t . 

Jay obv io usly feels quite strongly 
abo ut the crit ic is ms o f  people' s 
re l ig io us beliefs, apparently asserting 
that such cr iticism can be equivalent 
to "po l ic ing ot her people' s m inds ," 
"saving others f ro m  the mse lves ," or 
"deval uing the r ights o f  others t o  
ho ld spi ritual  v i e ws  • • •• " From the 
e xplanat ion he g ives of these views 
it is imposs ib le  f or me to figure 
o ut where Jay dra ws the line bet ween 
ac c ept a b l e  c r i t ic ism and cr it icism 
which c o mm its these hideous crimes
- even a f t er repe ated read ings. (And 
f or that matter  I can' t te l l  if his 
ire is ai med at my arg uments or 
n o t . )  From my own perspec tive,  
tho ugh, I wi l l  sa y that what we 
need is not more t o leran ce for peo
ple' s  be l iefs , "no matter how stupid, 
repe l lent ,  ( etc . ) ," but a clearer con
cept ion o f  what needs to be criti
ci zed in people' s be l iefs and ho w  it 
is bes t  to go abo ut e f f e c t ively cri
t ic i z ing it . 

Puncturing illusions 

Like it or not the soc i a l  re a l ity  
that we l ive  within each day is a 
co l lec t ive construction sustained by 
the "stupid" and " repe l lent"  be l iefs 
that Jay wo u ld ha v e  us defend . As 
I said bef ore , if be l iefs are held at 
a l l  it is becaus e  the y inform tuman 
ac t ion . Re l ig ious be l iefs especially 
are not mere ly "a privat e  mat t er . "  
To the extent that the y are ideolo
gical  be l iefs,  the y are hope less ly 
imp l icat ed in the fabric o f  mass 
i l lus ions that keep everyone in their 
p l ac es both " in the universe" and in 
a l l  the systems o f  dominat ion that 
they subm it to . In fac t ,  I wou ld 
claim that the be l ief in abso lut e  
concepts ( o f  an y k ind) is the very 
f oundat ion of the wal l  which sepa
rates us all f ro m  each other,  f ro m  
nat ure , and f ro m  our o wn  des i res . 

a r g u e )  so c l o se i n  so m a n y pe o p l e' s  

e y es t o  r e l i g i o n  o r  sp i r i t u a l i t y .  
I c a n n o t  a g r e e  w i th y o u  w t-e n  y o u  

s t a t e  tha t " no t  a l l re l i g i o n s  c a n  be 

i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  the r ubr i c  o f  d ua l i sm . "  

I a m  we 1 1  a w a r e  t h a t so m e  doc t r i n e s  
t h a t s o m e  peop l e  cons ider t o  b e  re l ig i o us  

i d e n t i fy t h e mse l v es a s  b e i n g mon i st i c .  
Ho w e v e r ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  a u t o ma t i c a l l y 

m e a n  t h a t t h e s e  d o c t r ines a re e i ther [ 1 )  

a c t u a l l y re l i g i o us , o r  ( 2 )  tha t t he y  are 
f u nd a m e n t a l l y m o n i st i c .  o r  [ 3 )  tha t i f  

t h e y a r e  t h e  o n e ,  tha t t h e y a r e  a l so 
the o t he r )  

F ro m  m y  s t u d i e s  o f  " m o n i st i c "  d o c 

t r i n e s ,  I ha v e  f o u n d  tha t m an y  a r e  on l y  

" m o n i st i c "  i n  o n e  n a r ro w se n s e ,  w h i l e  

a c t u a l l y  p re s e r v i n g  a s o m e t imes h idden 

or m y s t i f i e d ,  s o m e t i m es o b v i o us ,  foun

d a t i o n  o f  o n t o l o g i c a l d ua l i s m .  The s e  

do c t r i n e s  I wo u l d  i n d e e d  ca l l  re l ig ious, 

or a t  l e a s t  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

the i r  spe c i f  l c s .  O t h e r  d o c t r ines may be 

g en u i n e l y  i n t e r p re t e d  as m o n i st i c [ e . g .  

t h e  ph i l osophy o f  T a o i sm ac c o rd i n g  t o  

L a o - t se ) .  b ut t h e y a r e  a l so obv i o us l y  

[ ac c o r d i n g  t o  m y  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  e v e n  

a c c o rd i ng t o  sp i r i t ua l l y  or i en t ed a ut l-o r i-
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Without it large-s ca le systems of  
dominat ion wou ld become inpossible 
( which is not to say that the e l i
minat ion o f  such be l iefs can be 
completely separated from the total 
process of soc ial  change except in 
the abstrac t) . The belief in abso lute 
concepts prevents us f ro m  re a l ly 
see ing who we are , where we stand 
in our wor ld, and how we are ac tu
al ly re l ated to other people by im
posing abstract and rei fied ideas in 
the place of our direct and inmediate 
experience o f  these re a l ities . Is it 
rea l ly an y  wonder that the most 
straight f or ward, sinple and practical 
ideas of anarchists are rare ly even 
co rq>rehended by people wh:> believe 
that they are rea l ly spirits in some 
othe r  d imens ion o f  rea l ity, or that 
there is an al l-po werful being so me
where te l l ing us what we should 
do? Our problem is not to d iscover 
a way to talk about anarchist ideas 
without hurt ing these people's ideo
log ica l  fee l ings, it is to learn ho w 
t o  puncture their  i l lus ions at the 
same t ime that we sho w them that 
it is quite possible, even exhilarating, 
to l ive without such i l lus ions . 

t i es l i k e  A l a n  W a t t s] not re l ig ious. I f, 

as y o u  sa y,  " ac c
.
o r d i n g  to Mon i sm,  

r e a l i t y  i s  a u n i ta r y w ho l e , "  then it  is  

f a r  f ro m  obv i o us t ha t " e v e r y t h i ng is  

sa c re d . "  I n  f a c t ,  c a l l i n g  " ev e r y t h i n g "  
( i f y o u  a r e  r e a l l y b e i ng l i tera l ]  sacred, 
ha s no m o r e  no r l es s  m e a n i ng tha n 

c a  1 1  i n g  e v e r y t h i ng profane, or no n 

e x i s t e n t ,  or sh i t l  

Log i c a l l y i t  a l l m e a n s  the s a m e  
t h i n g -- no t h i ng ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c o n c ep

tu a  I ly  i m p o ss i b l e ( se e  A l an Watts  about 

t h i s) ,  a n d  l o g i c a l l y a b su rd to c ha r a c 

t e r i z e  " e v e r y t h i n g "  b y  an y s i ng l e  a t tr i

b u t e  tha t d e p e n d s  on i ts d e f i n i t i on for 

I t s d i st i n c t i o n  f ro m  a n o t he r  t e r m  o f  a 

d u a l i sm .  And,  o f  c o u rs e ,  i f  y o u' re n o t  

b e i n g I i t e r a l a b o u t  t h e  " ev e r y t h i n g "  
a n d  s o m e  t h i n g s  a r e  r e a l l y  n o t  sa c re d, 

t h e n  y o u r  m o n i sm l og i c a l l y c o l l aps es 

i n t o  a n  o n t o l o g i c a l d u a l i sm .  E i th e r  
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  sa c re d  ( or g o d ) ,  a n d  t o  

b e  sa c r e d  i s  m e a n i n g l es s  ( i . e .  i nd i st i n

g u i sh a b l e  f ro m  a n yth ing e l se ] ,  or every
t h i n g is not r e a l l y sa c re d ,  su c h  tha t 
s a c r e d  t h i n g s  c a n  be d i s t i ng u i sh e d  
f ro m  p ro f a n e  t h i n g s, a n d  m o n i sm v an i

shes . 

I n  o n e  s e n s e  I ha v e  no t h i ng a g a inst 
c a  1 1  ing e v e r y t h i ng " sa c r e d , "  o r  " g o d , "  

o r  a n y t h i n g e l se ,  s i n c e  t h e  m o st ac t ua l 

m e a n i n g tha t t he s e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  c a n  

l og i c a l l y ha v e  a r e  t he i r  p o ss i b l e  func

t i o n s  a s  a l te r n a t e  n a mes for " e v er y

t h i n g ." a n d I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  do n o t  d e n y 

tha t " e v e r y t h i ng "  e x i s t s ,  no r tha t i t  

c a n  ha v e  m an y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i f  u n l i k e l y, 
n a mes I 

The r e a l p ro b l e m  w i t h t h i s  t yp e  o f  
m i sn o m e r i sm i s  t h a t  i t s us u a l mot ive I s  

t he i n t e l l ec t u a l l y d i sho n e s t  d e s i re t o  
s m u g g l e  i n  a l l t h e  c o n n o t a t i o n s  pos

s e s s e d  b y  the wo r d s  " g o d "  o r  " sa c r e d "  

thro u g h  t h e  ba c k  d o o r, ho p i ng tha t n o  

o n e  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  d i r t y  t r i c k, & u n 

f or t u na t e l y, I t  w o r ks a l l t o o  o f t e n . I 

c o u l d  g o  o n  a n d on c o n c e r n i ng the 
s u bj ec t o f  c o u n t e r f e i t  m o n i sms a n d  the 

n e c e s sa r y  and l og i c a l I d e n t i t y o f  a n y 

g en u i n e  m o n i sm w i th a t he i sm as I have 

use d  t h e  t e r m, b u t  I hope you ha v e  

a l re a d y  g o t t e n  t h e  i d e a . 

Conc e r n i ng the quest ion o f  a person' s 

" r i g ht "  to h i s  o wn i n t e rp re ta t i o n  o f  
h i s / he r  e x pe r i e n c e ,  I w o u l d  sa y tha t 

w he t h e r  o r  no t pe o p l e  s e e  the w o r l d  
t h r o u g h  w te t  I w o u l d  c a l l  i d e o l o g i c a l 
b l i n d e r s  i s  n o t  a t  a l l p u r e l y  a qu est ion 

of the i r  i n t e r n a l e x pe r i e n c e . I t  u n 
d o u b te d ! y  w i l l  a f f e c t  the i r  w ho l e  w a y  

o f  I i v  i n g  a n d t h u s  i t  w i  I I  i n  s o m e  w a y  

a f f ec t  m y  o wn l i f e .  T o  t h e  e x ten t that 

it a f f ec t s  m y  l i f e ,  an d espec i a l l y  to 

the e x te n t  tha t m a s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  ( w ho 

as f a r  as I c a n  te 1 1  a r e  u n d e r  the i n -

ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed 

This brings me bac k  to my pri
mary argument in " The Sacred and 

f l u en c e  o f  a who l e  range of se m i-ben i g n  

t o  o u t r i g ht m a l i g n a n t  i l l us i o n s ]  a c t i n  

c o n c e r t  t o  shape my soc i a l / c u l tura l / eco

n o m i c  r e a l l t y, I c a n n o t  p o ss i b l y  ignore 

the phe n o m e n a  o f  i deo l og y  and re l ig ion, 

but m us t  a c t i v e l y  o pp o s e  t he m .  

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t i n  m o s t  c a s e s  l og ica l 

a r g u m e n t s  w i 1 1  n o t conv inc e peop l e  tha t 

re I ig i o n s  a r e  re i f  i c a t  i o n s ,  a n d  thus 

f a l s i f i ca t i on s  o f  r e a l i ty .  But it  i s  de f i

n i te l y n o t  t r u e  t o  sa y tha t the y c a n  

n e v e r  p o ss i b l y ha v e  a n  e f f ec t .  P eo p l e  

c ha n g e a l  I the t i m e .  And d ur ing per iod s 
o f  m a s s  u n r e s t ,  peop l e  ra ve the capac i ty 

t o  c ha n g e  t he i r  I ives rad ica l l y en masse . 

T h i s  m u c h  ha s b e e n  p ro v en b y  h i st o r y .  
I t  i s  t r ue that man y peo p l e' s  re l ig i o us  

b e  I i e f s  a r e  b a s e d  up on e x per i en c es 
w h i c h  the y ha v e  i n t e rp re te d  in te r m s  

o f  re I i g  i o us c a t e go r i es .  Ho wever, these 

e x pe r i en c e s  v a r y  w i d e l y, a n d  I w o u l d  
v en t u re t o  sa y tha t n o n - re I i g  i o us ( I . e .  

n o n - d ua l i st i c )  i n t e rp re ta t i o ns c o u l d  

a l so b e  f o u n d  f o r  a l  I o f  t he m  i f  peo p l e  
c a r e d  t o  l oo k .  A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  c o nc e rned, 

the pu rpose o f  a n t i - re l ig io us  propag an da 

i s  t o  p ro v i d e  the g r o u nd w o r k f or these 

a t he i st i c i n t e r p re ta t i o ns f or an y o n e  

w ho  i s  re a d y  t o  e x pe r i e n c e  the i r  trut h. 

a n d to p ro v  I de r e i n f or c e men t ( an d  a 
m o r e  c o he r e n t  app re c  l a t  i o n  f or the 

c o mp l e x i t i es i n vo l v e d )  f o r  t h o se w ho  

ha v e  a l re a d y  rej ec t e d  re l i g i o n . 

Y o u  sa y tha t y o u  a r e  " p e r s on a l l y 

c o n v i nc e d  o f  the authen t i c i ty an d s ig n i 
f i c a n c e  o f  su c h  c o re e x pe r i ences . "  And 

y o u  a r e  r i g ht i n  sa y i n g  tha t th i s  i s  
w he r e w e  I i k e l y  ha v e  o u r  g r e a t e s t  

d i sa g re e me n t ,  s i n c e  I be I l e v e  t ha t  a 1 1  
dua l i st ic l n teqretatlons o f  such authen

t i c a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x pe r i e n c e s  a r e  

m i s i n t e rp re ta t i o n s . Ho w e v e r .  I w o u l d  
I i k e  t o  a d d  tha t j us t  bec a us e  I f i n d  

t h e m  t o  b e  m I s  i nterpreta t ions o f  rea I i ty, 

d o e s  no t in a n y s e n s e  m e a n  tha t I 

t h i n k  the e x per iences themse l ves ( be f ore 
the i r  m i s i n t e rp re t a t i o n )  are necessa r i l y  
i ns i g n i f i c a n t  o r  i n a u t h e n t i c .  

I n  f a c t ,  I v a l u e s u c h  ha l l u c i n a t ions 
& u n usu a l e x p e r i e n c e s  h i g h l y , an d a m  
o ft e n  qu i te e x c i te d  b y  t h e  " m y s t e r y "  

o f  I i f e ,  b y  t h e  s e e m i n g  i n f i n i t y o f  t he  

w o r l d  I e x pe r i e n c e ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i th 

m y  o wn s e e m i n g  f i n i tu d e  a n d  ( f ro m  a 

c e r t s i n  p e rspec t i v  e l  i ns i g n i f i c a nce, as 

w e  1 1  as b y  t h o s e  m o m e n t s  w he n  I 

spon t a n e o us l y  f e e l a t  o n e  w i th m y  

se l f / wo r l d / u n i v e r s e . Ho w e v e r ,  I reco i l  

i n  ho r r o r f ro m  an y t h o u g ht o f  re i fy ing 

a n d m u t i l a t ing these e xper iences thro ugh 

d u a l i st i c  i n t e rp re t a t ion . I can e as i l y  be 

i n  a we o f  t he u n i v er s e ,  or e v e n  o f  t he  

p o ss i b i l i t y  o f  m y  o wn e x istence,  w i tho ut 

f e e l i n g  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  sa y i n g  tha t 

the re is some sp i r itua l p l an e  o f  e x isten c e  

the Pro fane" that all re l igion ( in  
the usual sense of the word) involves 

b e y o n d  the m a t e r i a l  p l a n e ,  or tha t the 

" i n f i n i t y "  I e x p e r i en c e  w he n  I fee l "at  

o n e "  w i th th i n g s  is  " g o d "  o r  " supe r 
n a t u ra l , " " sp i r i t u a l "  o r  w te t e v e r . As 

f a r  a s  I am c o n c e r n e d  i t  j us t  p l a i n  Is .  
Co n c e p t u a l re i f i c a t i on on l y  destroys i t .  

F u n d a m e n t a l l y , I f e e l t ha t  a l a r g e  

d i f f er e n c e  b e t w e e n  m y  o wn w a y  o f  

l oo k i n g  a t  the w o r l d  an d that o f  " spi r i

t ua l l y " - o r i en t e d  p e o p l e  i s  tha t the y 

i ns i st o n  a c c ept i ng some s o r t  o f  n a r 

ro w l y  m a t e r i a l i s t ,  o r  n a t ura l ist ic  ph i l o

sophy as the o n l y  a l te r n a t i v e  to a 

sp i r i t u a l or i e n t a t i o n . W he re a s,  I se e 
the m a t e r i a l i s t  a n d  the n a t u ra l i st i c  

c o n c e p t  i o n s  a s  m e r e  I y t h e  f I i ps I d e  o f  
the sp i r i t u a l c o n c e p t i o n . Bo t h  sha re an 

u l t i m a t e l y  d u a l i s t i c  o r i en t a t i o n  to the 
i n t e r p re t a t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y .  

I b e l i e v e  tha t w e  n e e d  t o  ov erco me 
m o s t  pe o p l e' s  seem ing inab i l ity to e xper

i e n c e  t he i r  l i v es d i re c t l y, w i th o u t  t h e  

m e d i a t i o n  o f  r e i f i ed c o n c ep t s, w i tho ut 

the f i x ed ideas a n d  d ua l ist i c  concept i ons 

of i d e o l o g y  and r e l i g i o n . I ns t e a d  o f  

re i f i e d c o n c e p t s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  g a i n  a n  

app rec i a t i o n  t ha t a l l  c o n c e p t s, and es

p e c  l a  I I  y re I ig fo us c o n c e p t s ,  are neces

sa r i  1 y at m o s t  a b s t r a c t app ro x i m a t i ons 

o f  a l i v i n g  r e a l i t y  t ha t  t h e y can never 

c a p t u re . R a t he r  t ha n  a t t e mpt I ng t o  

i mp r i so n  the pe a k  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o u r  

l i v e s i n  d u a l i s t i c  c a t e g o r i e s  b y  

sp i r i t u a l i z i n g  the m, w e  n e e d  to b e  a b l e  

t o  j ust exper i e n c e  them f or w te t  the y 

a r e ,  I e t  t h e m  be t h e mse I v es, and re fuse 

to a d v a n c e  m o r e  t h a n  p ro v i s i o n a l ,  spe

c u l a t  I v e ,  a n d  no n - d ua I i s t  i c  i n terpreta

t i o n s  o f  t he m .  I t h i n k  tha t you may be 

a t t e mpt i n g  to ap p ro a c h  t h i s  p o i n t  f ro m  

t h e  o t h e r  s i de o f  t he re l i g i o n / a t he i sm 

d i c ho t o m y  w he n  y o u  spe a k  o f  " the 

s e n s e  o f  I i v  Ing rea I i ty which i s  inheren t 

i n  the o r i g  i n a  I c o r e "  o f  t h e  " p e r s o n a  I 

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t he re a l i t y  o f  g o d . "  But 

I c a n ' t be su re I 
I d i d n o t  at a 1 1  m e a n  to i mp l y  i n  

m y  l e t t e r  t o  Str i ke !  tha t h i st o r  i c a  I 
m o v e m e n t s  ope r a t i n g w I th i n  re I l g  i o us 

t r a d i t i o n s ( an d  ha v i n g  l i b e r t a r i an ten

d e n c i es ]  w e r e  n e c essa r i l y  an t i- re l ig io us  

i n  t h e  se n s e  o f  b e i ng en t i re l y a g a i ns t  

t h e  r e  I l g  i o us t r a d i t i o ns t he y  g r e w o ut 

o f .  R a t he r ,  I me a n t  t ha t  to the e x te n t  

tha t t h e y w e r e  I i bertar ian, they atterrp
t e d  to use re l ig i o us term ino l og y  in NCN
d ua l ist i c  w a ys, w h i c h  i s  l og i ca l l y equ i
v a l e n t  ( i n my wa y o f  d e f i n i ng re l ig ion] 
to the I r  b e  Ing a n t I - re I ig i o us .  

W he n  y o u  sa y tha t the Bre t h r e n  
a n d  R a n t e r s  d i d n o t  rej ec t a " sp i_ r i tua l 
o r i en t a t i o n "  I a m  no t su re w he t h e r  I 

a g re e  or d i sa g r e e  w i th y o u ,  s i n c e  I ' m  

n o t a t  a l  I su re w te t  y o u  m e a n  b y  t h i s . 

A l  I I c a n  sa y i s  tha t to the e x te n t  
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tha t the R a n t e r s  a n d  Bre t h r e n  wer e 

ca u g ht up i n  a d ua I i s t  l e  the o r e t  l e a  I 

f ra m e w o r k an d f e l t  tha t the y n e e d e d  

t o  a c t  i n  c e r ta i n  w a y s  f or i d e o l o!fic a l  

o r  g en u i n e l y  re l i g i o us re a s o n s ,  the y 
w e r e  no t I i b e r t a r  i a n . And to the e x ten t 

tha t the y a c t e d  a n  the ba s i s  o f  the i r  

o wn c o mm on des i res i n  a non- ideo l og i ca l 

m a n n e r  ( e v en tho ug h the y w e r e  us i ng 

re l i g i o us c o n c e p t s  a n d  te r m i n o l og y-

tho u g h  i n t e rp re te d  m o n i st i c a l l y ) ,  the y 

w e r e  I i b e r ta r i a n  an d not re l ig ious . . . .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  i n  rea l i t y, they p ossessed aspec ts 

o f  both t e n d e n c i es ,  an d in f a c t  no 

m ov e m e n t p ro ba b l y e v e r  ha s b e e n  o r 

e v er w i l  I be c o rrp l ete l y  w i tho ut i dea l og l

e a  I t e n d e n c i es ,  or so c o mp I ete l y  a l i en 

a t e d  tha t i s  has a bso l ut e l y  no I iberta r ian 

a s p e c t s  o r  i mpu l se s . 

I a g re e  w i th y o u  tha t " p eo p l e  w o r k 

w i th t h e  l a n g u a g e  an d s t r u c t u re s  o f  

t h e i r  o w n t i m e  . . . .  " b u t  I a l so wo u l d  

c o n t e n d  tha t I iberta r ian mov ements ha v e  

not f a i l e d f o r  p re - or d a i n e d  r e a s o n s . I 

b e l i e v e  tha t a t  a n y t i m e  ·pe r i o d the 

p o ss i b i l i t i es for t r a n s ce n d e n c e  a n d  

r e v o  I ut  i o n  e x ist, ho wever wea k o r  strong 

th e y m a y  be . An d tha t we can l oo k  
b a c k  a t  t h e  P a r  i s  Comnune, f or e x arrp l e, 

a n d  sa y tha t i f  they had better d ep l oyed 

the i r  a v a i l a b l e a r t i l l ery, an d made cer

ta i n  v e r y  p o ss i b l e  t r o o p  mov emen t s ,  

tha t the y w o u l d  ha v e  b e e n  a b l e to 

a v o i d  m i l i ta r y  d e f e a t . Obv i o us l y  th i s  

d i d n ' t happ e n ,  b u t  i t  i s  conc e ivab l e  that 

i t  c o u l d  ha v e  f ro m  the h i st o r i c a l e v i 

d e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  ( c he c k  y o u r  h i s t o r y  

b o o ks o n  t h i s l ) . I n  t h e  sa m e  w a y ,  i f  
the t e n d e n c i es t o ward the no n-dua l ist ic  

u s e  of  re l i g i o us c a t e go r i es ha d been 

s t ro n g e r ,  i f  the Bre t h r e n  and the R a n 

t e r s  ha d b e e n  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  thro u g h  

the i r  p roj e c t s  f a r t he r ,  the r e  w a s  a 
v e r y  re a l  h i st or ica l poss ib i l ity of see i ng 

t h ro u g h  a n d g o i n g  b e y o n d  re I i g  io us 

c a t e go r i es .  Y o u r  u s e  o f  u nn e c e s s a r y  

hyp e rb o l e  a n d  " p a r t i c l e - b e a m  weapons" 

d o e s  n o t  m a k e  th i s  a n y  l ess  so . 

I re a l i z e  tha t t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  p re t t y  
l o n g ,  b u t  I ' v e t r i e d  t o  b e  s o m e 1..t ha t 
t h o r o u g h a b o ut g i v i n g  y o u  a b e t t e r  

i d e a  a b o u t  w he re l 'r.i com ing f ro m, s i nc e 

my perspec t i v e  as a phe n o m e n o l o g i c a l 

a t he i st i s  p ro b a b l y  m u c h  l es s  f a m i  I i a r  

to  y o u  t h a n  y o u r  pe rspec t i v e  i s  t o  m e .  

I hope t h i s  l e t t e r  f i n d s  y o u  d o i n g we l l  

a n d  hope t o  he a r  f ro m  y o u  i n  t he n e a r  
f u t u re . W e  st i l l  ha v en ' t f i na l i z e d  an y 

p l a n s  f o r the g a t he r ing here th is co m ing 

J u ne - - we' 1 1  l e t y o u  k n o w w he n  th i n g s  

a r e  w o r k e d  o ut .  

Y o u r  f r i e n d l y  n e i g hbo r h o o d  a t he i s t ,  

L e v  Che r n y  i 

Note: 'Ibis exchange of letters will 
be concluded in ANARCHY #16 . 
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Letters 
W e  wou l d  I I ke to er-courage 

readers to wr i te us In order to 
open a d i a l ogue both with th:JSe 
who are sy111>athet lc and th:JSe 
who are c r i t ical  of anarchist 
theory and pract ice. Al l letters 

to ANARCHY w i l l  be pr inted 

w i th the autho�s in i t i a l s  only. 
un l ess It is spec i f ica l ly stated 
that her/ his f u l l name may be 
used. or that s/ he w ishes to 
r e ma i n  a nonymous. We w i l l  

ed i t  l etters thet are redlndant,. 
o v e r l y  long. unreadab le or 
bor ing. Address your letters to 
ANAR CHY. c / o  C . A . L . .  POB 
l lJIJB, Co l umb i a, MO. 65205-llJIJB. 

Steal of a deal 

Hel lo Anarchy, 
Send me your too great rag 

f or the steal of a deal of $3. 00. 
Since I hate Christ mas, I 'm 

g onna g ive this as gifts to my 
f a m i l y  ( on l y  l iked 1 96  bet ter 
than Chr istmas) . Better than the 
True Va lue Hardware Value o f  
the Month!!! 

Have fun you . a l l! ! !  
M . ,  Eugene ,  OR 

Any i.rq>ortant news? 

Dear Anarchy, 
I ' ve mov ed .  I hope I d idn' t 

miss any important ne ws .  Did 
the re vo lut ion co me? I 'm sure 
the Tribune wou ldn't print it i f  
i t  did. 

Best wishes , 
Peac e &: lov e, 

K . H. , Chicago , IL. 

Not killjoys 

Love the cover of Anarchy 
#13. I ' m  a l itt le confused by the 
" Bob Blac k drivel" letter.  " J .  S ." 
wr ites " what am I miss ing . "  An 
amazing use of Amer ican English 
f or one . Irreverence serves an 
import ant pu!pOSe--mostly humour. 
I'm a l l  for fun . More groups and 
mov ements d ie because of a mar
t yr &: poverty stance than I 
care to adm it I 've worked with
-humour might have saved them. 
Moving f ro m  crisis to crisis with
out a bit of fun wears a body 
do wn &: k i l ls in i t iat ive. Doo m 
and gloom is f or the left . I want 
to replac e  the Lev iathan with 
cheerful, happy &: free individuals, 
no t k i l ljoys . 

Spoon ,  San Fran c i s co ,  CA. 
Arrrg! No w my tea's co ld . 

Pure resistance 

Anarchy, 
In regard to lbokchin's " 'Iheses  

o n  Libertarian Munic ipalism," it's 
rea l l y  st imulat ing because resis
tance is an essent ial e l ement of 
change, and I welcome the anar
chist f orces against this rot t en 
gov ernmen t .  

Being a po l it ic a l  prisoner I 
see Boo kchin' s work incoiporative 
of the past ideas of Max Stimer, 
Pierre Joseph Proudhon and Mik

ha i l  Bakunin, who all had co nmon  
feat ures . The y a l l  be l ieved in 
the den i al of any state po wer 
and the claim to abso lute freedom 
f or the ind ividua l .  Ho wever, 
again " Libertarian Munic ipalism" 
is an anarchist programne, which 
within the working class struggle 
man y  left ists can ewrec iate. art. 
that app rec iat ion is only to the 
progra mme's anti-capitalist-1.rrper
ialist f orce. Tu devout anarchists, 
of course , it is an alternat ive. 
Yet , I have not seen any anarchist 
progra m  extend beyond add ing 
force to tac tics into working 
c l ass strugg l es . I see an a rchist 
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streng th within the strugg l e  as 
people in a devel oping stage or 
trans i t i o n .  And I have been 
wai t ing f or anarchists to develop 
past the stage of " an t i- author i
tar ian spontane ity," and to un
derstand that an archy is only 
that, i.e.  the spontaneo us part 
o f  res istance within the struggle 
o f  the owressed against the 
ow ressor . Let me say, that I 
would rather walk, live and d ie 
f i ght ing with an anarchist against 
the owress ion o f  government 
than with an adv enturing bo ur
geo is .  I say this because prisoners 
are in l arg e part anarchist, with 

most ly ( at this stage o f  soc ial 
transf or mat ion) pure res istance 
driving them against the esta
b l ished order o f  thing s .  To me 
the prisoners and uncons cious 
poor youth, poor une mployed , 
and/or otherwise lumpen p ro l e
tariat are the true anarchists 
among us .  The y  were the ones 
woo out of anarchy r ioted and 
d ied in prisons • • •  even sometimes 
gro wing past spontane ity and 
p ro d u c ing r e a l  true people's 
re volut ionaries . 

In an archy, 
Vanna 

Don't censure morality 

Dear Lev, 
Deb a t es ab o ut se m an t ics, 

accurate c lassifications, and prqier 
l ab e l l ing o f  ideas seem to be a 
mainstay of po l it ic a l ly or iented 
l iterature . In keeping with the 
custom, I'd l ike to take issu e  
with your censure o f  "moral ity" 

in Anarchy #14. Anarchist thought 
appea ls to me because it suggests 
an athe ist ic, p ra gmat ic, ind ivi
dua l ly-det ermined morality. � 
good / ev i l  or r ight/ wrong dic ho 
tomy y o u  condemn wi l l  always 
exist-- no t  as a wor ld v ie w, but 
as a bas is f or person a l  dec ision
making ;  it ex ists in one' s o wn  
' rules' (such as the y are f or 
l ibertar ians) of ethical conduct, 
i . e .  mor a l ity. This word has par

ticular l y  dread ful irrplications in 
the U. S .  today, but st r iwed o f  
these conno tat ions i t  sho uld no 
long er int imidat e .  Why acc ept 
the r id ic u lous st ip.llations for its 

Y o u  are c o r re c t  tha t deba t es 
abo ut seman t i c s  take a prominent 
p l ac e  i n  po l it lea I I i te rature, and 
th i s  l a  p re c i se l y beca use o f, as 
y o u  sa y, " the fr ighten ing author ity 
of l ang ua g e . •  Semant ics and l an
g u a g e  use are rea l ms  of i ntense l y  
po l I t  l e a  I wa r f a re . The po l i t  lea  I , 
soc i a l ,  econo m ic and c u l tu ra l  
powers w h i c h  a re a b l e  t o  d e t e r
m ine [ or at l east  I n f l ue n c e )  the 
g e n e r a  1 1  y acc ept ed mean I ng a  o f  
emot I o n a  1 l y- c ha rg ed word s  a n d  
phrases ha v e  a l re a d y  w o n  ha l f  
o f  a n y  ba t t l e  they f ind themse lves 
eng a g ed I n . A l l one ha s  t o  do Is 
l oo k  a t  the f i re wor ks i n vo l v ed 

j ec t l v e l y  "good . "  Nor w i l l  we 
I i ke l y  b e  c a u g ht c o n t e n d ing that 
h i e ra rc hy, the sta te,  cap i ta I ism, 
or war are c o n t r a r  i w l se  someho w  
abso l ut e l y  " ev i l . " N o r  a g a i n  d o  
we c o n t e n d  tha t a n y  o n e  o f  
these i s  equa l l y a s  " r i g ht "  o r  
" wro n g •  as a n o t he r .  

Dur sta n d  In the ba tt l e  ov er 
the se m a n t  l e a  of  more I i t y  i s  
taken ov er t h e  v e r y  f o nn  end 
structure of the c o n c ept a n d  Its 
use . We don' t c r i t i c i z e mora l i ty 
a n d  mor a l Ism I n  g en e r a l [ an d  as 
a w l"o l el beca use we " a c c ept the 
r i d ic u l o us st ipu l at ions for I ts use 
p re s cr i bed by the re l ig ious r ight" 
[ or the re I lg  l o ua I e f t ,  o r  the 
a the i st c e n t e r, or a n y o n e  e l se 
f or tha t matter) . Rather, we c r i t i
c i z e the I n he r e n t l y  man i pu l at ive 
Idec l og lea I funct Ion which mora l lty 
a l wa y s  perf orms regard l ess o f  
w ho  d e t e r m i nes I ts c o n t e n t .  We 
c r i t i c i z e  a l l  mora l i z ing because 
there Is no such thing es an 
obj ect ive standard o r  r ight and 
wrong. nor or good and ev I I .  I n 
the re a l  wor l d  the re are on l y  
f i n i te a n d  re l a t i v e  va l ues he l d 
by a few b l l  l lon f i n ite and re l ated 
I-A.Iman be I ng a .  Unt I I  man y  more 
of us beg i n  to l ea rn th is e l emen
ta ry l esson, author itar ian po l it ics 
w i l l  rema i n  uncontested by a n y  
g en u i n e  I l be r ta r l a n  a l ternat ives. 

From our po I n t  of v l e w, anar
c h l  s t  l e ,  • a the i st ic,  p ra gmat i c ,  
I n d i v i d ua l l y- d e t e rm i n e d "  eth i c s  
ha v e  noth i ng I n  t h e  l east t o  d o  
w i th t h e  s co urg e o f  mora l ity. 
Let' s l ea v e  the c o n c ept t o  the 
maste rs o f  man l pu l a t l on--a l l  the 
more I ists o f  every s i ze ,  shape 
a n d  I de o l og ica l d e s cr lpt ion--and 
l et them con t i nue t o  hang them
se I v es w i th I t .  
P . S .  I ' ve never he a rd o f  Mlctee l .  

Way kool 

Dear C.A. L. &: Lev, 
I think your rag is way koo l .  

I ha v e  some f u n  stuff here put 
out by religious screwballs. Jimmy 
S wagg art' s magazine, Evangelist, 
is one --you can get it f ree f or 
the asking-- no w it' s far out . 
Why don' t us 800 phone freaks 
get the free l iterature and maga
z ines the y send out too? 

I must r e m a i n  anonymous 
since I g et some of this r'ro m 
re l at ives woo don' t kno w I am 
eat ing the entra i ls of the ir d is
eased inst itut ions . 

yours, 
D., Minneap o l is,  MN 

Demented drivel 

_.Luna Ticks, 424 S. 45th Street, Philadelphia, PA. 1 9 ! 04 
To Lev, and the other good people 
of Anarchy, 

I g et your fine paper at a 
c o l l e c tive bookst ore in N. W. 
Por t land, Oregon .  I ' m  writing 
for se v eral reasons . I l ived in 
Co lumbia f or nearly eight years, 
and I kne w several anarchists 
and enj oyed the ir company and 
conversat ion . What p ro mpt ed me 
to write no w, after buy ing and 
read ing a n umber o f  issues, were 
several o f  the l etters conta ined 
in the Fal l/ W inter 1986  issue. 
First of a l l, the demented drivel 
from the self-tit led "party animal." 
Like a d isturbed, frustrated little 
boy woo demands attent ion , he 
has to spe w f orth his host i l it y  
i n  th e  hope that other people 
wi l l  not ice him, if on l y  f or a 
fe w seconds . He squeals on about 
ho w  a woman woo runs abo ut  

use th a t  are pres cr ibed by the 
re l i g io us r i ght? Lang uage is 
po werfu l indeed . It is ironic that 
an archists deno unce po wer rela
t ionships , yet we do not question 
our subjugation to the frightening 
authority o f  lang uage. 

Julie, Columbia, MO. 
P. S. Does Lev Cherny! = Michae l 
Mae lstro m? ( same at t i tude) 

Lev responds 

I ' m  sor r y  y o u  d idn' t I n c l ude 
an a d d ress w i th your tho ug ht f u l 
l et t e r .  I wo u l d  ha v e  sen t  you a 
copy o f  o u r  AB we see ltl  sta t e
men t w h i c h  i n c l udes a fa i r l y  
deta i l ed e x p l a n a t i o n  f or our an
t ipa thy f or nea r l y  ever yth i ng 
tha t goes under the l a b e l o f  
"mora l i t y . •  R e a d e rs ta k e  no t e !  
A l  I y o u  ne e d  to do i s  se n d  us a 
se I f- ad d ressed, sta rrped en ve l ope  
a n d  re quest a copy t o  get one . 
As I t  i s, l et me j ust make a f e w  

, po i n t s  c o n c e rn i ng .  the subj ec t .  

I n  the po l l t lca l ly contested mean
i n g s  o f, f or e x a mp l e, " terror ism," 
•v l o l enc e." " fa sc i sm" a n d  " co m
mun i sm" to s e e  tha t the ir  seman
t ic s  an d  use as l a b e l s  v a r y  d i
rec t l y  accord i n g  to w hi c h  con
test I n g  fee t Ion i s  spe a k  Ing . The 
ba t t l es ov er the mea n i ng and 
use of the word and conc ept o f  
"more I l t y •  are n o  exc ept i o n  to 
th i s  c on f l i c t .  

Ho wever.  a s  most peep I e w I I I  
p ro ba b l y  b e  qu i c k  to note, nearly  
e v e r y  ba t t l e  o v e r  the seman t l c s  
o f  "mora l i ty• invo lves quest ion i ng  
an d d e f i n i ng on l y  i ts content-
spe c i f i c v a l ues, or h ierarchies of 
v a l ues w i th i n  a ba s ic f ra mework 
of g o o d / ba d  or r i g ht /  w ro n g  d i
c ho t o m  i es w h i c h  are ta ken to be 
in some way obj ect ive or abso l ut e  witho ut a top deserves to be 
I n  na t u re . We,  on the other hand, raped . Perhaps if he were arrest-
co u l dn' t be I n t e rested l ess I n  ed ,  thro wn into a ce l l  ov ernight, 
this t rad it iona l terra i n  of  con f l ict. and raped up the ass by a bigger, 
We aren' t about to te l l  peop l e  stronger p risoner, he would co me  
tha t a n a rc h i sm, or  f re e d o m, or a way with his foul att itudes 

, cooperation , Is Jn same . w a y  ,ob.-. . . . ,unohs.nged, .but . I . doubt. U, " '  
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S e c o nd l y ,  t he wo man who 
co mp l ained ab o ut " the sexist and 
o f f e ns ive g raphic of a ' wo man 
kne e l ing at a man ' s  f e e t .' " What 
I s a w  was a lov ing pe rson trying 
to br ing some comfort to an 
e x ha us t ed ,  pe rhaps tormented , 
ind iv idua l .  But in Kat Morgan ' s  
mind, t h e  fac t that i t ' s  a wo man 
co mfort ing a man is what makes 
it "se x is t  and o ff ens i v e . "  Her 
host i l i t y  is obv io us .  Wou ld she 
hav e  obj ec ted if the graphic had 
depi c ted the man c o m f or t ing the 
wo man ? T w o  wo men , or t wo 
men ? But i t ' s  poss ib l e  she doesn't 
have mat ters of gre a t er impor t 
to a t t end to than ferret ing out 
so- c a l l ed  se x ism festering every
where . So much f or he r .  

Yo u a lso seem to be lambasted 
by t he re l igious r ight , those 
b l ea t ing , bra i n l ess ha l f - wits so 
f u l l  o f  the i r  o wn self- irrportance 
an d so devoid of ind iv idua l it y ,  
int e l lec t and s o u l .  !X y  hus ks 
intent on k i l l ing an y truth,  l ife, 
v i t a l i t y  an d  lov e .  Hit ler wou ld 
have lov ed the m, indeed . I t ' s  a 
tremendous pi t y  that the y ha ve 
made an y k ind of impac t .  But 
creat u res o f  the i r  i l k  a l wa ys 
m an a g e  to f ind breeding grounds. 
The y' re v i r u l en t  bac t e r i a .  Oh, 
f or a cure . 

Du r ing the ten years I ' v e  
l i ved in Por t land ,  I ' v e  been bac k 
to Co lumb ia t wice to v is i t  an d 
both t imes there was much I 
f o und to re - app re c i at e .  The r e ' s  
a lot o f  ha t e ,  into l eran c e ,  an d  
m ind l essness everywhe r e ,  an d I 
o ft en f e l t  that Port l an d  had 
more than its share . But as Co 
lumb i a  l ies in redne c k  c o u n t r y ,  
it' s a l l  re l at i v e  ( though a l o t  o f  
those redne c ks are g o o d  people) . 

Keep on p r int ing . I a l  ways 
keep an e ye o ut f or yo ur pape r ,  
as we l l  as mack Flag, an d 1be 
Gent le Anarchist ( wha t  a sha me 
the y' re f o l d ing ) . [ F.d itor's note: 
It sounds like TGA wil l  probably 
continue publishing now.] 

All t wits o ff our bac ks , 
No gov ern m en t s ,  

No masters,  per iod! 
M . G . ,  Port l an d ,  OR . 

Keep on fightin' 

De a r  C.A. L . ,  
Rea l l y  enj oyed the l a t est ish; 

e n c l osed is a fe w bucks to he lp 
keep ' em co ming . I espe c i a l l y  
l ik ed Lev' s &: Badg uy' s replies t o  
the Jes us f re a ks  a n d  " fe m in ists" 
who man a g e  to see a l l  manne r  
o f  se x is t  hor ror in e v en  the mos t  
inno c uo us  o f  images . K e e p  o n  
f i ght in' • • • •  

Bes t wishes , 
Cra zy Al,  Far ming d a l e ,  N J  

Anarchist Labor League 

Dear C. A. L. , 
Gre et ings f ro m  the Ana rc hist 

Labor League! I was amazed to 
get your fine ne wspaper in my 
mai lbox , as I was in the p ro c es s  
o f  send ing yo u a n  exchange copy 
o f  1be Seditionist and a br ief 
no t e  the e v en i n g  b e f or e  it  
a r r iv ed . Our k ar mas must be 
j amm in' as the y say. It is en 
co urag ing to see that your grm.p 
is s t rong eno ugh to put o ut such 
a large c i rc u l at ion paper . We are 
st i l l  in the f or mat ive stages , 
do ing a lot of f liers and handbills, 
the ne ws l e t t e r  ( c i rc . 100 so far) 
an d a l i tt le union agitat ion at 
the loc a l  aut o p l an t s  and the 
co mmuni t y  co l lege wi'Ere I work. 
In a c i t y  th i s  s i ze ( 15 0 ,000 )  it' s 
re a l l y  very easy to get a l itt le 
no t o r iet y .  One of the good things 
abo ut l iv ing in a sma l l  c i t y .  

Man y o f  t h e  pe o p l e  we reach 
are qui te young , high s choo l  age 
a lot o f  the m .  Man y are involved 
in the loc a l  pu nk s cene ( or alter
na t iv e  m us i c  s cene as the area 
sophist icates ca l l  it ) ,  and to be 
qu i t e  honest it's ha rd to te l l  
ho w  much o f  the impor tant stuff 
sinks in . I re a l ly th ink that so me  
o f  the m j us t  l ike the so und o f  
the word an archy. Ah wel l,  I 
gues s  we' l l  se e in the ver y near 
fut u re . Did yo u go to the gather
ing in Minn e ap o l is ?  I un f or t u -
na t e l y  d id no t .  I see such larg e 
m e e t ings,  con ven t ions if yo u 
w i l l ,  as being of great inportance 
to the fut ure o f  our mov emen t . 
We ha v e  str ugg l ed on alone as 
iso l at ed ce l ls f or so long, I truly 
be l ie v e  tha t  there are more o f  
us o ut there . 

I f i rst c a m e  in cont a c t  w i th 
the an t i- bo d y  ( o f  an archy) in 
1978 in the c ity of San Francisco .  
I tho ught o f  m ys e l f  as a poet at 
the time and was living on wel fare 
an d v.:ash ing d ishes at a 24 hr 
res t a u ran t .  Not kno wing man y 
peop l e ,  I spe n t  a lot o f  t i me in 
t he pub l ic l ibrary, where , as 
chan c e  m ight ha ve i t ,  I one d a y  
r a n  across a book ca l l ed What is 
Communist Anarchism by Sash 
Berkman . " What the f u c k  is co m
m unist anarchism?" I asked myse lf, 
and sat do wn and st a r t ed to 
read the boo k .  I had p re v io us l y  
had so me contac t with soc ial ism, 
but I f o und Marx too ac ade mic . 
An yway, I l i ked the boo k, I liked 
Berkman ,  I l i ked anarchy. I found 
that I had been an an arc hist for 
my ent ire l i fe and had not kno wn  
it . I t  spo ke o f  ins t inc t i n  the 
face o f  soc i a l  s cien c e .  The re 
was emot ion an d love an d ang er 
and a l l  the things hu mans are 

AS WE SEE IT! 
-columbia anarchist league 

Common perspectives on ourselves ' 
our world and social change. 

Send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for 
a free copy. 

Send your request to: C.A.L., POB 1 446, 
Columbia, MO. 65205- 1 446 

made o f , a l l  the unart i c u lated 
des ires g i ven shape an d s cope 
and a log ica l means of fu lfi llment. 
I had ne ver wanted to be a leader 
or a f o l l o wer,  an d a Marx ist 
s oc i a l is m  required plenty of both. 
But an archism den i ed the re l e 
v an c e  o f  ei ther stat ion . It was 
meat I c o u ld eat and a table set 
f or all the d amned wor l d .  I had 
f ound a f i ght wor th f i ght ing and 
a v i c t o r y  wor th the na m e .  

I f  t h i s  a l l  sounds bo r ing  I am 
sorry. I wor k as a c l erk at the 
loc a l  c o mmuni t y  c o l leg e .  In my 
spare t ime I preach the dest ruc
t ion o f  the s t a t e . Aft e r  a day of 
d e a l ing w i th the ow ressed an d 
the fuc k ed ov er I ha ve l i t t le 
energ y l ef t , but what I ha ve I 
use to rai l  against the empi re . 
It g i v es  me re l ie f . • • •  

Ta ke care an d keep we l l ,  
I n  b l iss f u l  an archy, 

M. K . ,  Lansing ,  M I .  

Silence a: solitude 

Dear Le v, 
W o u ld yo u cons ider print ing 

th is in Anarchy? I t ' s  a poe m .  

-- gravy, J e f f e rson City,  M O. 

Anarchy 
I have no privac y--at l east, 
I have no rights to p rivacy. 
No m ore can I be secure 
in my thoughts. I y ea r n  
for sil ence, I y e a r n  for 
solitude . I gro w an g r y day 
by day. I can no lon g er 
fu nction unl ess I do so on 

the l e vel o f  " co n s cio u s n e ss" 
o f  my e n e mi e s .  And this 
creates con fusion . I cry 
for p o w er. P o w e r  to I ift 
de ath an d g re e d  from the 
he arts of the ideolog y 
worshippe r s. I s e e k  a ha v e n  
w he re fre e do m  i s  
con s cious n e s s, an d 
con s cious n e s s  is goodwill. 

Ed Anger fan 

Dear Anarchy f o l x ,  
S orry, I d i dn' t wr i t e  sooner 

to than k you f or the l as t  t wo 
issues , b ut I ' v e  been o ut of the 
co unt r y  12 wee ks and j us t re 
c e ived t hem. The issue that looks 
l ik e  the Weekly World News is 
cute.  I collect their bet ter articles 
an d o f t en wr ite my own Fd Anger 
spoo fs , Di dn' t get through it yet 
caus e  I ' m  go ing in ord e r ,  tho ugh 
when I do I' l l  write a l i t t l e  cri
t i qu e o f  Boo k c hin . . . .  

Ciao,  
L.A. , Ne w York City,  NY. 

- Southern anarchist 

De a r  f r iends at C. A. L . ,  
I am en c losing 3 do l l ars f or 

a s u b s cr ipt ion to Anarchy; a 
j ournal of Desire Armed ( or 
wha t ever i t ' s  c a l led) • • • •  

B e i ng an an archist i n  the 
deep so uth c an  be f r us t r a t ing 
tho ugh I ha v e  f o und a co up le o f  
other an archists he re i n  Shre ve
por t .  Ik> you kno w o f  an y an ar
chists or an archist grot.p1/ co l lec
t i ves/ org an i zat ions in Louisiana? 
If you do p l ease he lp get me in 
t o uch with the m .  

I am a l s o  int eres t ed i n  b e 
c o m ing an "@ pen pa l "  with so me
bod y .  I am espec i a l l y  in t e rested 
in d is cuss ing the econo m ics of a 
liberated soc i e t y .  ( I  get in loads 
o f  arg umen t s  w i th people ov er 
th is i ss u e . )  Tac t ic s ,  rad ical sub
j ec t i v it y, an d an archist ethics 
are so me of the topi c s  I wo u ld 
like to d is cuss . 

(Continued on next page) 

Letters 
COMMENTS ON THE LOCAL SCENE 

Towards 
of 

an open discussion 
Columbia's 

alternative community 
Th i s  i s  a n  invitation t o  partic i pate i n  the cre ation of an 

ongoin g  discus sion concerning the "alternat i ve comnunity" i n  
Columbia-- Where i s  i t  going? I s  i t  worth saving? What does 
it mean for you? What l s  its value? What could it become? 
How did we g et w he re we are? Why? Where do we really 
want to go? 

We are p ro foun d  I y interested i n  the direct ion taken by the 
remnants of this community. This .city i s  our home. The se 
people are our fr i en ds. What we do, together or ap art . will 
touch eac h of our I i ves an d make th i s  a better or worse place 
for us to I i ve. Our community canst itutes o n e  of the most 
significant conte x ts of our I ives. If it grows, we have a better 
c hance of being able to grow. If it withers, our o wn I ives 
may also wither, unl es s  we can create something more s u s 
taining an d nourishing from i t s  remains. Certainly, a corrplete 
capitulat i on to the "m ainstre am" can be an answer only for 
those who no lon g er have any self-respect or i n t e gr i ty. A 
surre nder to the dem an ds and norms of the dominant ( false ] 
"community• of mass culture, tradition ally re p re s sive v alues, 
hierarchical social relationships and an alienating participation 
in its institution s  o f  domination could only lead to a situation 
too gr i m  to contemplate l 

We �re interested in the cre ative developm e n t  of a m ty�
l l berat i n g  an d se lf-emp o w e ring community. We want to he lp 
foster a culture an d community of resistan ce--a n e t work of 
relationships w hich he lps each of us carry each other an d 
c urse I ves further a lon g  the road to freedon\ gen uine comnunity 
an d self- realiz ation .  

The original call for participation i n  this discussion appeared 
i n  Anarchy # JI!  ( available for $ 1 . 00 fro m  the addres s belo w ) .  
Space w i ll b e  set aside in subsequent i ssues to continue an 
ope n  dis cus s ion of the se quest ion s. We urge you to participate. 
Our continued silen c e  can only spell our eventual defeat. You 

can se n d  your tho u g hts in the for m of a I et ter or a short 
es say to: 

Anarchy 
c/ o Co l umb ia Anarchist League 

POB l lflf6 
Co l umb ia. MO. 65205- l lflf6 

Tha n k  yoi,i, .  

Criticism appreciated 
Dear Le v ,  

I app re c i at ed y o u r  c r i t ic ism o f  the Cb lumbia alter
na t iv e  c o mm un i t y  an d your c a l l  f or d is cus s ion . Your 
e f f o r t s  at a l t e r n a t i v e  c o mm un i t y  ha v e  b e e n  opposed 
an d s corned at t i mes , an d yo u are no t a l o n e  in this 
reg ard . Whi l e  y o u  are an unapp re c i a t e d  rad ic a l ,  you 
are also - someone whose co mm un i c a t i o n  s k i l ls m a y  
a l ien a t e  pot e n t i a l  f r iends an d al lies . For exarrple, you 
wr ite that pe o p l e' s e f f orts at a l t e r n a t i v e  c o mm un i ty 
are larg e l y  a d is m a l  f a i lure , that you' ve been m is 
t r e a t ed an d t h a t  your e f f orts at alternative co nmunity 
ha v e  been more rad ic a l  than o t h e r s ,  an d then as k f or 
d ia l o g u e . IXm ' t be s u rp r ised i f  y o u  re c e i ve host i l it y  
o r  s i l en c e . I hope those repe l l ed b y  y o u r  st y l e  wi l l  
yet o ff e r c o mm e n t s  c o n c e r n i ng a l ternat ive co nmunity 
an d spec i fi c  organ i zat ions . 

I c an pa i n t  an a l te rn a t ive c o mm un i t y  s cenario but 

the p ro cess b y  which we at t e mpt to get there w i l l  
a l t e r  my v is io n ,  perhap5 beyond recognition . Cbncerning 
p ro c ess , I sugg es t  wor k ing at wha t one loves bes t 
with the peo p l e  one l o v es bes t ,  forming confederat ions 
an d re c ip ro c a t ing . support whene ver poss ib l e .  This 
may he lp p l a c e  us f i r m l y  in to uch w i th our o wn 
n e e d s/ des i res and a ls o  encourage co l laborat ion withoUt 
forc ing one an o the r i n t o  l east - co mmon - de n o m i n a t o r  
c o mpro mises . The p ro c ess o f  he r e - t o - th e r e  is not/ has 
not been eas y .  The s t a t us quo' s po wer is both interna l 
( we hurt o urse l v es an d each o the r )  an d e x t e rn a l  ( we 
are d o m in a t ed by s t r uc t u re an d f o r c e ) . We a lso have 
man y  in t e rpe rson a l  an d interg ro up  d if f e r e n c es which 
are v a l id an d d iff i c u lt to b a l an c e  e v en tho ugh we 
f a c e  co mmon opp res s ion . 

In a future l e t t e r  I hope to e xpand what I ' ve 
to uched upon he r e ,  inc l ud ing spec i f i c  conments about 
spe c i f i c  organ i zat ions . 

T. O., Co l umb i a ,  M O . 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Letters 
k>uthern anarchist 

Continued 

One note of critic ism I ha ve 
bout your j ourna l .  I get t i r.ed 
f re ad ing the printed letters of 
ome chest-thumping pa t r iot/na.
ion a l ist and re l ig ious wierdo 
:omb ies . One or t wo lett ers can 
•e amus ing ,  but more than that 
:ets bor ing . 

An yway, I am enc losing a 
ta mped se l f - add ressed envelope 
or a copy of As We See It!. 

Wei I, thanx ab unch.  
Hope to hear  f ro m  you soo n .  

Eric R .  Daigle 
4 1 7  G ladst one 

Shreveport ,  LA. 71104 

lifferent responses 

fel lo, 
I am bel ated l y  read ing your 

'al l/ W inter ' 86 issue, and fo und 
he e xchang es in the lett ers 
.ect ion especial ly  int erest ing . 
\That rea l ly str ikes me is the 
l ifference in tone in the responses 
o ( 1) the born -again Chr ist ian 
" Zombie for Jesus," as you put 
t so we l l) ,  and ( 2 ) the neo- Nazi 
, c u mbag who sa ys "a girl  that 
·uns aro und witho ut a top on 
l es ei-.ves to be raped ," and s igns 
1 imse l f  " Party An i m a l . "  

S . S .  is soundly thrashed..:.-and 
· ight l y  so-for her or his mindless 
.nc antat ion of the most ins ipid 
ind deaden ing fundamenta l ist 
. r ipe . But why the t imid, under-
1tanding response to Joe Hardon? 
11tis guy ls at l e ast as " b ra in 
lead" as an y Chr ist ian ,  and a 
;ad ist ic,  macho shithead to boot.  
: don' t think that reading, " Women 
;hould be able to cover or un
:over the ir breasts as they please 
Nltho ut be ing hassled ," ls go ing 
.o chang e this guy' s m ind! Aft er 
i l l ,  he d o e s n' t l i k e  to b e  
.eased • • •  

I agree that he's  p robably a 
one l y  man in a Jot o f  pai n ,  but 
. hat' s no excuse for  bruta l i z ing 
ither people.  Hit Jer and Sta l in 
N e r e  probably lonely and in 
iai n,  but I don' t feel  sorry for 
;hem. This world is he l l  for  
myone with an o unce o f  sens i
. ivity,  b ut that doesn' t make it 
ikay to go out and torture other 
ieople-- a lthough that happens 
1uite o ft en ,  as we a l l  kno w. 

An y way, I generally e nj o y  
rour paper a n d  am happy to see 
,t's st i l l  go ing. The l ast issue I 
iad seen was the f i rst one , in 
l 983 or so . Here' s my S . A. S . E. 
' or As we see it! Co u ld you 
;end me your current boo k l ist , 
whi l e  yo u' re at it?  

Than ks, 
F. F. 1 Seatt le,  WA. 

tiadguy responds 

One thing which al l readers 
;hould understand la that the 
Jeople wro write for Anarchy 

3re often not In agreement with 
3 Bc h  other, and each of us have 
Hfferent styles and I nterests to 
iay the least.  The response to the 
::::hrlet i an was wr i tten by Lev, 
..rhi I e I answered the I etter from 
'Party Animal." Though I did 
10 t choose to ridicule and de-
1ounce Party Animal, by n0 means 
"1as my response t im id. The macro 
3 n d  obnoxious tone of Party 
� i ma l' s letter was best countered 
7Y gentleness and sensitivity, 
1Dt by coming up with more 
:: lever put-downs. 

It is easy to denource someone 
as "a sa d ist i c macho shlthead." 
but I would rather take a serious 
look at the question I ra i sed in 
my respons e  of why such men 
fee I rage towards women, espe-
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c i ally women wro exp ress their 
sexual i ty f reely. I have written 
on th i s  quest ion because I have 
been d issatisfi ed with the standard 
feminist wr i t i ngs on th i s  i ssue. 

[See , for example, "Eros denied: 
a culture aga i nst untouchables • 
In Anarchy 17 . ]  

A l  I the lonely people are 
vict i ms of sexually-rep ressive 
convent ions and I want to change 
things by, first of al l ,  having 
people acknowledge their sexua l 
alie n ation, hatred and ta boo 
des i res [both wonderful and di&
gustlng] . Secondly, I want to 
create lov ing comm unity which 

j ust m i ght help heal and transform 
bruta l feelings Into hopeful  End 
bound l ess passion . You, too, can 
he Ip make th i s  happen by looking 
at ways In which you sep arate 
yo urself f ro m  others and by 
becoming more loving . I w i sh 
you luck.  

Fucking great! 

Hi people,  
I' d l ike to subs cribe to Anar

chy; a journal • • •  ( if I haven' t 
a lready--som etimes I f orget woo 
I've sent mon e y  to,  which makes 
me a good person to know, some
t i mes ) . Weekly World Anarchy 
was fuc k ing g re at!  Also, the As 
We See It! f lyer . I sent a copy 
of it to "my" senator a fter I got 
this r idic u lous thing f ro m  hi m  
( editor's note: a •i.etter t o  New 
York• from Senator Moynihan, 
which inc ludes, among other 
things, a caricatured des� 

of the place of anarchist violence 
in the history of •terrorism") . I 
sent him a s cathing letter  as 
wel l ,  b ut feel free to oo so your
se l f .  I 've also enclosed an article 
f rom my now defunct zine, Scut • • • •  

Okay, I 've got t o  g o  c o mmit  
some acts  o f  grotesque v io l ence 
in order to bring about the peace
able k ingdom. 

T., Seldo n ,  NY.  

Misplaced letter 

( Ed itor's note: 'Ihe following 
letter should have been printed 
in a past issue of ANARCHY, 

#6 1  and I must say I thoroughly 
enj o yed your paper. As I certainly 
don' t l ive an ywhere within the 
KOPN listening area, tlDse articles 
concerning that were kinda boring, 
b ut yo ur manifesto-t ype stuff,  
" Ma r y  Worth less," the letters 
column, and especially " 1be  crfI:ple 
and the man "  were a l l  inspiring. 
( Ah, yes, especially s ince I was 
playing my old Crass a lbums-
" Alleg lence to t he f lag, t hey 
say, as the y lock the prison 
door/ Al leglence to normalit y ,  
that 's  w ha t  loboto mies a re for."} 

It  seems that most of the 
t ime when I hear bands or youth-

D ,  .... r 
-Luna Ticks, 424 S. 45th Street, Philadelphia, PA. 1 9 1 04 

but was 1.Dlintentionally overlooked 
at the time.) 

Dearest ed itors, 
F ind enc losed the latest copy 

of my ' zine , No Fashion, i:ublished 
errat ical ly, sporadically, irration
a l l y .  I am as of late pu rsu ing 
the poss ib i l it y  of another issue 
within a fe w weeks, but it alway.i 
requ ires heavy ad s o l icitat ion, 
which is a terrible ,  boring ,  de
mo ra l i z ing t ask that I hate pas
s ionat eiy; and with my recent 
co rrp l ete l ac k  of hai r  ( most ly a 
weather-convenience thing-as the 
Tu lsa days start c l imb ing up 
towards 90 and such, my d is
charg e- length stuff gets rea l  
messy and s we at y, so compl etely 
sha v ing m�· head is much more 
co m f or table) conv inc ing people 
of  my int egrity gets ha rd er and 
harder .  

An yhoo,  some nice  people  at 
Misery, I guess , sent your Winter, 
1983 issu e as an insert to Misery 

ful ly  v igoro us ed itorials spout ing 
and spe w ing o ut nihi l ist ic ( or 
mere l y  vio l en t ,  aggressive) anar
c h is t  dogma, I nod and say, 
" Hmmm ,  yes , I don ' t kno w, 
hmmm • • •  " because there seem to 
be s o  man y problems t o  the 
b lank, abstract " anarchy"-no laws, 
s ituational  p ro b l ems, p ro b l ems 
putt ing the s imple, perfect theory 
into prac t ic e .  lbwever, occasion
al ly  I read something that puts 
it all bac k into wonderfu l  per
spec t ive,  and once again I am 
enthus iast ic,  lucid  and co mp re 
hend ing . It's rather l ike m y  In
termed iate Algebra; if I s lo wly 
go thro ugh the book,  read ing 
t h e  t h e o r e ms ,  u n d e r s t a nd ing 
the m one by one , not ic ing as 
one idea bui lds on another, and 
gradua l ly the y introduce more 
and more complex ideas, I c an 
keep up .  I can get to a horribly 
complex p roblem, a very co mpli
cated idea, and I can think, 
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"Ah, yes, that is because this is 
true, and this, and this • • •  " 

But , if I put the book do wn 
and consume larg e quant it ies of 
ethyl alcohol for a week, totally 
ignor ing my algebra,  and then 
try to  go back to it after my 
b inge of drug-abuse,  or j us t  
plain non-thinking, I look a t  the 
same problem and a l l  I see is 
log3 N K( 3 logxt) and it makes 
absolutely no sense at a l l .  I 
have lost the train o f  tho ught -
I have f orgotten the background, 
the past kno wledg e .  That lJar.peJ1.s 
with ana rchy, too,  and read ing 
your paper put a l l  that reasoning 
back into me, all that d is t ress 
and be wi lderment bac k to me, 
and with it  the logical conclusions 
that I came t o .  Of course , every 
f e w  months I become disillusioned, 
and need another shot of intel
lectual,  log ical id eas to f igure 
out again what I am ta lking 
abo ut . But for now, thank you ,  
than k you,. thank you.  

Co u ld you do me a big favour? 
Could you sugg es t  some books 
on the Spanish Civ i l  W ar,  and 
espec i a l l y  pertaining to the for
mulat ion of an archist ideals/so
ciet y during that period? I would 
awreciate it t remendo us l y .  

S ixteen,  Oklahoman , ( tragica l l y) 
scho l ast ic,  

Jeff Sniderman 
No Fashion 

9645 East 25 th, Apt . 563  
Tu lsa, OK. 74 1 2 9  

( F.ditor's note: For information 
on the Spanish anarchist move
ment, see especially: THE SPA
N I S H  ANARCHI S TS by Murray 
Bookchin, THE SPAN I S H  REVO
LU T I O N  and THE GRAND CA
MOUFLAGE by Burnett Bolloten, 
THE ANARC W S T  COLLECTIVES 
by Sam Do lgoff, ANARCHISTS 
IN THE SPAN I SH REVOLUTION 
by .Jose Peirats, THE REVOLU
TION AND CI V I L  WAR IN SPAIN 
by Pierre Braue and F.rnile Te
mime, and among many other 
books also of interest, HOMAGE 
TO CATALONIA by George Orwell, 
or THE N E W  MAN DAR I NS by 
Noam CJM>msky. And a note of 
caution when looking for infor
mation on the Spanish anarchists 
and the Spanish Revolution, be 
aware that most bookB which have 
been published either follow the 
Soviet- Marxist, the Uberal-•de
mocratic,• or the fascist lines 
which all seek to either deny 
that a revolution occured ( Com
munists), o r  to minimize and 
defame that which they must be 
forced to admit did occur.) 

Death row 

De ar  S ir,  
I am curren t ly on death ro w 

here in Huntsvil le ,  Tex as  and 
would l ike to receive your paper 
you put o ut ent i t l ed Anarchy; a 
journal of Desire Armed. 

I f ind it interesting and would 
l ike to compliment you a l l! 

Hope to g et the next issue 
soo n .  

Respectful ly  yo urs, 
T. K . ,  Huntsv i l le, TX. 

Economic alternatives? 

Dear S ir/ Mad am, 
I read a copy of your paper 

whi le in · a soc ial ist - anarchist 
boo ks t ore . I am interes t ed in 
both Marx ism and anarchism. I 
don ' t  understand what econo mic 
a l t e rn a t i v es anarchism co u ld 
o ff e r  a nat ion . 

I want to l ea rn more abo ut 
the economic and scientific effects 
anarchism wou ld have on a so-
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c iet y, wrether the effects would 
be posit ive or negative and would 
a soc i e t y  progress? 

In the paper I read there 
was an adv ert ise ment wrere one 
could requ es t  a f ree copy o f  
anarchist l iterat ure . I a m  inter
ested in kno wing wrether the 
o ffer is st i l l  avai l ab le, and if so 
wo uld you send me a copy? 

Than k you, 
C. M. , Ca lgary, Alberta 

( F.ditor's note: Copies ol AS WE 
SEE I T!  are available !or free. 
Just send a sell-llddrl!ll!ed, stanp
ed envelope to C.A. L., POD 380, 
Columbia, MO. 65205) 

�n letter 

Dear Anarchy readers, 
This is an open let t e r  to the 

anon ymous writer of the reac 
t ion/ art ic l e  " More than just ludi
cro us" ( PO B  1 1 3 3 1 ,  Eug en e ,  OR . 
9744 0 )  on page 26 of Anarchy #14 . 

My legal  name is Dan i e l  
E l ash, but I g o  by De k e  N ih i lson 
( the co urt' s records spe l l  that 
a . k . a . ) . I was at the p ro t est co
vered in the Emerald art ic l e  
f ragment . I was a lso arres ted in 
an ac t o f  C. D. , but the cuffs 
which the y put on me weren' t 
p l as t ic .  

I was ang ered by the breaking 
o f  the test morator i um, and went 
to exp ress myse l f .  I was even 
more o ff ended by the congress
people,  the Amer ican Peac e Test 
( AP T) org an i zers, and such lumi
naries as Carl Sagan and K r is 
K r ist o f f e rson te l l ing me ( and 
a lmost 500 other C. D. ' ers) that I 
had to exp ress my outrage by 
( la w-and-) orderly walking ac ross 
the cat t le gua rd into the warm 
embrac e of the Nye County depu
t ies .  My intent ions were to be 
neitrer violent (point less and rela
t ive l y  suicidal)  nor passive ( fol
lo wing ord ers to be a good bo y 
for the TV cameras) . So , wren 
it came my tum to step ac ross 
the cat t le guard, I sho wed the 
cop issu ing verba l warnings the 
permit the Shoshones gave me 
to be on the i r  l an d ,  an d broke 
int o  a run . No , it d idn' t wipe all 
nuc l ear warhe ads or power struc
tu res out o f  e x istence f orever,  
but it  wasn' t a very subm iss ive 
gest ure either . 

I was on the gro und in t wo 
seconds, s ix or seven knees in my 
bac k and one ( quite f i r m l y) on 
my head . The deput i es  d idn' t 
app re c iate my l it t le g es t ure at 
a l l .  In fac t,  the y were so miffed 
that one o f  the m c l aimed I b i t  
h i m ,  an o ut - an d-out l i e .  So they 
he ld me f or eight da� on charges 
of felonious assau lt and battery 
on a po l ic e  o ff ic e r ,  as we l l  as 
trespass ing and res ist ing arrest . 
W ith the except ion o f  the f i rst 
f i ve ho urs of my detainment,  I 
sat alone , so l ita r i l y  con f i ned in 
a real j ai l  cel l  ( mt too co mnunity 
center with a l l  the others ) ,  cut 
off f ro m  al l co mm unicat ion with 
the out s ide wor ld .  Mean whi l e ,  
the y t es t ed m y  blood and piss 
f or A I DS an d drugs, respec tively. 

Had I had A I DS ,  the y were 
g o n n a  t r y  me f or at t e mpt ed 
second degree murder . The D.A. , 
it se e ms, had a career to bui ld,  
and f o und me a pot ent ial ly quite 
good r ung on his ladd er , 

The f i rst five ho urs or so o f  
m y  deta inmen t ,  I shared the cel l  
with a man named Ron . He' d  
been arres ted t r y ing t o  hike 
thro ugh the desert to gro und 
zero and make hi mse l f  a hum an  
shield . Eight others were arrested 
t r y ing to do the same thing . 
None o f  the m kne w that the 
(Continued next page) 
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Letters 
Towards a discussion 

of Columbia's alternative community 
CONTINUED 

Moving on; 

the CCG--is it viable? 

Anyone wro' s been aro und Co l umbia' s onl y  f ood co 
operat ive,  the Co lumbia  Co mmuni t y  Grocery ( usu a l l y  
ca l led " the C. C. G . "  f o r  short) , kno ws t h a t  it isn' t exactly 
prosper ing . It' s been in poor financ ial straights for years, 
with a dec l in ing base o f  membership part ic ipa t ion ,  de
c l ining sales ,  and cons ist ent net losses of tho usands o f  
do l lars per ann um .  

Everyone invo lv ed i n  the CCG kno ws that it' s long 
past t ime f or a chang e in the way it operat es if there 
is go ing to be an y rea l ist ic chance o f  "sa v ing" it . The 
maj or problem he re has a l ways been that there are several 
different con f l i c t ing v is io ns o f  what the CCG is and 
sho uld be amongst members, the staff , and the bo ard o f  
d irec tors . And this p ro b l em ha s  i n  t u rn pers ist ently been 
mudd l ed by an ongo ing inab i l it y  to ef f e c t ively or effi
cient ly man age the day-to-day operat ions o f  the wro l e  
proj ec t .  

Recent ly ( on March 2nd) , an o ther CCG membership meet ing 
was he ld to attempt t o  add ress this woo l e  c o mp lex o f  p ro 
b l e ms .  And the meet ing itse l f  was s y mpt o mat ic o f  man y o f  
the things whi c h  ha v e  been · go ing wron g  with the c o - o p .  
First o f  a l l ,  pub l ic i t y  for t h e  meet ing was ha l f - he a rted at 
b es t . Ther e  were a co up le o f  not ices in the CCG i tse l f ,  b ut 
n o t h i ng de f in i t e or c o n c re t e  abo ut what rea l l y  n eeded to be 
d is cussed , and c e r ta i n l y  no a g en d a  i n c l uded in the not ices . 
So , o f  co urse , a quo r u m  o f  members ne ver sho wed up at the 
meet i ng . The mee t ing itse l f  was then he ld up f or 20 m inutes 
o r  so wa i t ing for a board memb e r  t o  turn up ,  w hi l e everyone 
e lse was re qu ired to t widd l e  the i r  thumbs . And when it came 
t i me to s t a r t  t a l k ing abo ut the CCG's man i f o ld p ro b l ems , we 
ran into l itt le snags l i k e  the f a c t  that no one had a copy of 
the c urrent b y l a ws of the eorporat ion -- an d  it  was s uggested 
that on l y  o ut -o f- d at e  copi es were e v en in e x istence . 

Lest an yone think that I am t r y ing to sing l e  o ut c urren t  
s t a f f  an d/ or bo ard members f or c r i t ic ism regard ing these 
po ints,  I wan t t o  e mphas i ze that this t ype of operat ion has 
been a l l  t o o  t yp ic a l  o f  the CCG 's p ra c t ices a l l  a long . And 
the c urre n t  board an d s t a f f  ha v e  inhe r ited a mess of s u ch 
proport ions that it c o u ldn' t  b e  reas o n ab l y  expe c ted that 
the y would b e  any better org an i zed  than they were, espec ially 
g iv en the much decreased l e v e l  of part i c ipat ion in the co-op. 
I a m  mere l y  po int ing o ut ho w ine f f ec t u a l  the current efforts 
at dea l ing with this s ituat ion re a l l y  appear . 

When it came do wn to f i n d ing o ut what the board an d 
s t a f f  had in m ind,  I got the i mp ress ion that, since membership 
part ic ipa t ion is a l re a d y  at an a l l  t i me l o w, at least some o f  
t h e m  ha v e  dec i ded that no w is t h e  t i me to j un k  the who l e  
( no long er f u n c t ioning) system o f  membership part ic ipat io n  
an d  contro l .  In add it ion at least so me  o f  t he m  want t o  change 
the f o c us  of the co - op f ro m  its c urren t " who l e  f oods" orien
tat ion and expan d the inven t o r y  to one that is more " m a i n 
stream" ( i . e .  inc l u d ing m o r e  c o mmon d ie t a r y  i t e ms s u c h  as , 
f or examp l e ,  V e l v e e t a  che e s e  an d Peps i [spec i f i c  e x a mp l es  
t h a t  were bro ught up] , an d f i sh an d meat p ro ducts , et c . ) .  
An d  f i n a l l y ,  it  was g enera l l y co n c l uded that the CCG must 
ei the r drast i c a l l y  contrac t its ope r a t i o ns ,  or ambit ious ly ex
pand the m .  No m idd l e  g ro und was he l d  to be v i ab l e .  

I t  also see ms t o  me to b e  obv io us that ver y fe w peo p l e  
( in c l ud ing most bo ard and sta f f  members) a r e  an y long er 
v e r y  int e res t ed in t r y ing to f u l f i l l  the ax>'s original primary 
pu rposes : 

" to ed ucate an d  p ro v ide mat e r i a l s  t o  ed ucate its mem
bers an d the g en e r a l  pub l ic to the v a l u e ,  bene f i t  an d 
des irab i l it y  o f  ( 1 ) org an i z ing our soc iety along cooper
at ive l ines an d ( 2 ) gro wing , d ist r ib ut ing , an d eat ing 
n ut r i t i o us  f oo ds g ro wn in ha rmon y w i th nat u re . '' 

Tho ugh, o f  co urse , it is t o  be e xpe c ted tha t a l ternat ive in 
st itut ions , j ust l ike the people an d co mmunit ies that the y 
a t t e mpt to serve,  w i l l  q u i t e  nat u ra l l y c han g e  the i r  o ut looks 
an d goals a long the way .  

I f or o n e  wo u l d  we l c o me the CCG ' s  abandonmen t  o f  i ts 
obs.o l es ce n t  syst e m  o f  membership par t ic ipa t ion-not because 
it can' t wor k or b e c a us e  i t is an an achron istic "19th century" 
s o l ut ion as some mai n t a i n ,  b ut bec a us e  the membership o f  
the CCG i s  n o  long er i n  an y posit ion t o  even beg in t o  make 
it wor k ,  e v en as marg ina l l y we l l  as it d id in the past . Al l 
the c u m u l a t i v e  past e f f orts to b l o c k  the deve lopmen t o f  an 
e f f e c t ive syst em o f  membership par t i c ipa t ion an d contro l 
ha v e  borne the ir f r ui t .  The syst e m  is in a sha mb l es witho ut 
an y re a l ist ic hope o f  re v iv a l .  So we m ight as we l l  bury i t  

o ff i c i a l l y,  an d move o n  t o  a less co o pe rat ive,  but ( g iv en 
c u rrent c o n d it ions )  more re a l ist ic sys t e m .  

I wo uld also we l c o me a more " m a i n s t ream" app ro ac h  t o  
t h e  CCG 's s t oc k ing po l ic y .  N o t  that I th i n k  that it isn' t 
worthwhi l e  to s t o c k  n ut r i t i o us  f oo d s ,  b ut f or too long th is 
go a l  has been f o r m u lated in rather moralistic and exc lus ionary 
t e r rr.s . It' s about t i me the CCG opened up its concept ion o f  
the c o mm un i t y  i t  can an d does serve ,  an d  be g an t o  re a l i ze 
that e v en most o f  those woo espouse " organ i c ,  w oo l e- f oo d ,  
hea l th - f ood" v a l ues don' t b uy a lot o f  t he i r  food at the ax> .  
This i s  pre c ise l y  bec a us e  man y o f  the f oods these peo p l e  
b uy aren' t a l l o wed to b e  s t o c k ed becaus e  o f  a n  exclusionary 
po l ic y  that sees the CCG more as a bast ion of a pure "realth
food cons cience" than as a realist ically-stocked food coopera
t i v e .  

What bothers me the most abo ut c urrent e f f orts t o  change 
an d "save" the CCG, are the ir l ac k  o f  or ien t a t ion to the 
CCG' s  o r i g in a l  pu rposes , whi c h  s t i l l  see m  to me to be entirely 
v a l id .  I 'm af raid that the aban donmen t  of the syst e m  o f  
membership contro l an d t h e  "mains t r e a m ing" o f  the CCG wil l  
in p rac t ice mean a co mplete abandonment o f  these o r ig in a l  
pu rposes , the f i rst o f  whi c h  has a lre ad y been und er f i re f or 
years an yway by a l l  those woo wou ld rather the CCG was 
nothing more than an " a lternat ive" bus iness . 1his M>Uld likely 
mean that cons ignment sa l es wo u ld b e  ended or sever e l y  
curtai l ed  so rad ic a l  boo ks  and pe r io d ic a ls could no longer be 
s o l d  there , that an y co mm itmen t  to the f re e  d is cuss ion o f  -1 
ideas ( present in the past for e xa mp l e  in the COO Newslet
ter) wou l d  be j et t isoned in f a vo r  o f  a level o f  d is co u rse 
meant on l y  t o  enhan c e  the CCG' s  image as a b us ines s ,  an d 
that the CCG's c urrent s t a t us as an a l ternat ive co mm uni t y  
institution ( as  opposed to being j ust a b us iness) wo u ld end . 

Ho wever despi t e  these m isg iv ings,  it is obv io us that the 
CCG must ei the r str ike o ut on a ne w path, or Sho r t ly res ign 
itse l f  t o  its o wn  i mpend ing ban krupt c y .  The re are sever a l  
bas ic d ire c t ions the CCG c o u ld ta ke f ro m  he re :  

( 1) Con t in ue as i t i s  unt i l  i t  must f i l e  f or ban krupt c y .  
( 2 )  Rene w e f f orts at developing a g en uinely participatory, 

co mm un i t y  food cooperat ive . This j us t isn' t  an y longer in 
the c ards . 

( 3 ) Co mp l et e l y  g ive up on the idea o f  r unn ing a gen uine 
c ooperat i v e ,  r e o r g an i z ing the CCG pu re l y as a b us iness r un 
by the board o f  d irec tors an d / or the s t a f f . This co u ld be 
done e i ther as a he a l th - f oods st ore , or as a more mainstream 
f oo d  store . The most l ike l y  way to ac c o mp l ish this wo uld be 
to retain the i mage o f  be ing a coope r a t ive whi le abandoning 
an y o f  the g enuine l y  cooperat ive org an i zat ion a l  p ra c t i c es 
whi c h  remain ( i . e .  no more membership part ic ipat ion in an y 
sense e x c ept as vo l unteers subord in a t ed to the ne w manage
men t ) . Whi l e  I wo u ld rather not see this hypocr isy of a c o 
ope r a t ive- in -name - on l y  mai n t a i ne d ,  this  s e e ms t o  m e  to b e  
t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  d ire c t io n  for the CCG t o  go . I wo u ld pre f e r  
that i f  this bas ic d irec t ion i s  t a k en that eno ugh hones t y  be 
mainta ined to g iv e  up us e o f  the word " co o perat i ve ," whi c h  
wo u l d  l o s e  an y re a l  mean ing i n  an y case . This who l e  tac k 
wo uld probab l y  f a i l if it were chosen to re t a i n  the c u rren t 
stoc k ing po l i c y ,  s in c e  it wo u ld be larg e l y  o n l y  d up l icat i ng 
the a l re a d y  s u cc es s f u l  f o r m u l a  o f  Co l umb ia Spe c i a l t y  Foods 
( tho ugh in a l a rger an d b e t t e r  l o c a t io n ) , t a rg et ing a n a r ro w  
ran g e  o f  cons u mers u n l ike l y  t o  p ro v ide eno ugh s a l es a s  i s  
the case no w .  The c urre n t  l o c a t ion an d s i ze o f  the CCG ' s  
b u i l d ing wo u l d  be m o r e  l ike l y  t o  succ essfu lly SlJH)Ort a main
strea med in ven t o r y  if this d ire c t ion is pu rsued . 

( 4 )  Ret a i n  the o v e r a l l  o r i g in a l  pu rposes an d membership 
s t r u c t u re of the CCG as an o r g an i zat ion , b ut g et o ut of the 
g ro c e r y  b us iness d irec t l y an d ins tead lease the b ui ld ing to 
the Cat a lpa Tree Ca fe an d a separa t e l y  org an i zed food store 
( as  per s ce n a r io #3 abov e ) . The CCG co u ld then beco me pri
mar i l y  an umbr e l la o r g an i zat ion ded icated to the educational 
ac t iv it ies i t  has f or so long ne g l ec ted ,  but which are invo lved 
in its o r i g in a l  primary s t a t e ment o f  pu rpose. With any surplus 
income g en e r a t ed b y  rents f ro m  the abo v e ,  the CCG co u ld 
m ai n t a i n  a s ma l l  space devoted to ed ucation in its bui lding, 
or a s m a l l co mm un i t y  ne ws let ter and d iscussion bullet in could 
be pub l ished . 

( 5 )  Se l l  the b u i l d ing no w whi le it is st i l l  poss ib l e ,  an d 
move to a sma l ler l o c a t i o n ,  or (as in s cenar io #4 above)  use 
wha t e v er f u nds are l e f t  t o  f unction as a primarily educational 
org an i zat ion unt i l  a more coherent plan is f or m u lated f or 
reopen ing a ne w f oo d  coope r a t i v e  with more chan c es for 
su c c es s .  

There are other more remot e poss ib i l it i es ,  b ut these are 
a lre ad y p ro b a b l y  more than can b e  d e a l t  with p ro f i t a b l y  b y  
those eng aged i n  the ongo ing ref or mu lat ion o f  the CCG 's 
d irec t ion . Wha t e ver is f i n a l l y  dec ided must be dec ided soon 
an d be st ead fast l y  put into pra c t ice ,  otherwise it may already 
be too l at e .  -- Lev Olernyi 

-----------·---- - ---- --------- - - -- -- -- - - - ---· 
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Letters 
�n letter Continued 

government went ahead an d de
·.onated the i r  bo mb three days 
ahead o r  s ched ule in  an at tempt 
t o  a v o i d  the d e monstrat ion . 
Log ist ics you kno w • • • • 11-ey were 
ro und ing up those hikers a l l  
wee k, and not gent ly, either .  

Ron chose to spend six months 
in prison rather than take the 
easy o ut o ff e red to him by the 
J udg e .  He fe lt he co uld best 
•nake his point that way. It wasn't 
1:he fi rst t ime he' d  made his 
?Q int s itt ing in jail for his direct 
ac tions , nor ( I  suspect)  wi l l  it 
:le his last . 

As f or myse l f ,  my tests both 
came bac k negat ive, so the assb
tant D. A. o ff e red me a p lea bar
:;ain . The APT ( woo took the 
' !ops' word over m ine f ro m  the 
;;tart)  wou ldn' t g ive me l egal 
�i d,  which the y extended to a l l  
other arrestees , nor e v en  taJk to 
''Ile . This made it impossible to 
1et in t o uch with potential  wit
'Jesses in my defence, s ince they 
aad the mai l ing l ist s .  I was a lso 
>ro ke an d fac ing fe lony cl'Erges, 
md it was my word against eight 
�ops . So I p i ed  gui lty  to reduced 
·�harges and was re l eased on 

imc served . 
I kno w this is get t ing some

what long , POB 1 1 3 3 1 ,  but I fee l 
vour b l an ket condemnat ion o f  
the · pro t es t  ac tivit ies o f  the 
week of February 5th, 1 98 7 war
�ants a te l l ing of the f u l l  story, 
�o meth ing you f e l t  f i t  to ignore. 
I'he po int o f  a l l  this is relatively 
; impl e .  Who' s "devoid of rea l  
�rit ique?" Myself? 11-e Nye County 
jeput ies sure d idn' t  seem to 
.h ink so , nor d id the shephe rds 
: ead ing the APT. It d idn' t take 
nuch to quest ion the authority  
> f  a l l  on  top, j us t  a s imp le  t wo 
�e conds o f  sprint ing . Who' s  " re
;pe c t f u l o f  author it y?" The n ine 
NOO hiked in the d esert  f or up 
.o a wee k to plan t  the mse l v es  
cirmly on g ro und zero ? Sure l y  
10t . Even the tedious, corrmod ified 
.vage s l aves ( your words) who 
>rotested as ordered cost the 
�ount y of Nye $5,000 in instamatic 
c i lm alone ( they were all  booked), 
. > lus buss ing , food,  extra plg
>0 wer ,  court t ime,  and alot of 
�vemmental ly unwanted publicity. 

And wrose " cha rades are a 
:ruly bad j oke at all  levels?" 
Tho se o t h e r  1500 co mm itt ing 
::. D. on even such supe r f i c i a l  
evels as s imp l y  be ing the re , or 

you gloss ing over in one fe l l  
m ippet o f  art ic l e  a l l  that hap
>ened the re so that you c o u ld 
,;ay a f e w  empt y words and f l ex 
your " an archist" attitude and feel 
.Jh-so-supe r ior to everyone e lse 
f or do ing nothing ? 

Just  what d id you do to "con
� ront a m ise rable soc ial structure 
md culture ?" Fro m what you 
;ho w, and f ro m  what I see and 
<no w by be ing there,  Mr . or Ms .  
?OB 11331 ,  a l l  you d id was either 
:ake the establ ishment's word 
for it, or ed ited it even further 
:o su i t  your bul lshit  pu rposes . I 
fon 't  kno w which is lamer, b ut 
l guess that's  bes ide the point . 

Why don' t you go j o in the 

Check out the 
largest ANARCHIST 

book selection in 
mid-Missouri at 

the Columbia 
Community Grocery 
1 100 Locust St. at 
the corner of Hitt 
St. & Locust St. 

APT? The y' re your kind of people. 
Yours thro ugh anarchy and in 

peac e ,  
De k e  Nihi lson , Kansas City, MO. 

P. S .  W i th a l l  that out o f  the 
way, yo ur paper was an incredibly 
exc i t ing thing to st umble across . 
Also en closed is $ 3  f or six is
sues . . . .  Thanx . 

AAA responds 

Dear Deke. 
So ho w do es your te 11 ing of 

the "ful I story• of the test-s i te 
p ro tests referred to by the MA 

f l y e r  i n va l idate in any way wt-et
soe ver i ts po i nts? Rat her, I ' d  
say y o u  p ro v e  the fl yer' s va l i d ity 
by sh ow i ng that the l i m i ts of 
y our "outrage• ar e tota I l y  con
ta i ned w i th i n  suc h  ha r m  I ess and 
t i res o m e  peace-creep no nsense. 

I went thr o ugh a 11 the var i a
t i ons of these masoc h istic scenes. 
be l i e ve me, twenty years ago 
and wonder w te n  weak m in i 
spec ta c l es l ike th is one you wor
sh i p  w i l l  be un i versa l l y  l augl-ed 
at. 

Perhaps y our d is co mfort o ver 
a c r i t i qu e  of t hem suggests that 
on some l e ve l y o u  wou l d  I i k e to 
move on to rea l oppos i t i on .  If 
y our unde r deve l oped subj ectivity 
an d i mag inat i on ne e d  an ass i st, 
I c ou l d  shoot you a I ist of severa l 
th o usan d ac ts that wou l d  eac h 
be i mm ens e I y m o r e  damag ing to 
r e i g n i n g  r e p ress i on t han the 
m i c ro -marty r ism of your patre t ic 
ant i - nuke test m i l i tan c y .  
MA P O B  1 1 33 1  Eugene, DR . 97 4 4 0  

If  t his  b e  treason • • •  

Every day, o n  rad io , T V ,  and 
in conversation, one is continually 
bo mba rded with " We are se l l ing 
arms to Saud i Arabia," " We are 
send ing warships into the Persian 
G u l f ," " We are send ing aid to 
the contras ," and so on . Even 
an t i-state libertarians, voluntary
ists and an archists use " we" in 
this manne r .  

Unt i l  recent ly I fo l lowed this 
same pattern-- " We sho u ldn' t be 
se l l ing arms to  Iran ," et c . , but I 
no w try to avo id it ,  and if so rre
o n e  e lse sa ys that " we" shou ld 

These people w i l l  assert that 
the y lov e the i r  co untry,  b ut not 
its gov ernmen t .  Apparent l y  the y 
ac cept the nonsense that we' ve 
al l been brain washed with that 
it is e v i l  not to " love one's coun
try," and that the ultimate horror 
wou ld be to be a "man witho ut 
a co untr y . "  

When e x a m in ed critical ly, 
this government/country dicrotomy 
is nonsens e . For example,  the 
U. S .  is co rrposed of various peo
ples and so is Canad a .  to " love" 
the U . S .  more than Canada is to 
love its pol it ical  hist ory and 
po l it ic a l  bo undaries more than 

-Luna Ticks, 424 S. 45th Street, Phi ladelphia, PA. 1 9 1 04 

or sho uldn' t bo mb Iran or what 
ever, I p l easant ly ask them t o  
exc lude m e  f ro m  the " we . "  

I ' m  genera l ly n o t  a nitpicker 
and I hope that fm not nitpicking 
no w. It seems that by us ing 
" we," one is subj ect ing ones e l f  
to the state ,  or a s  Ayn Ran d  
s a i d  bef ore she became partially 
sen i l e ,  bestowing "moral sanction" 
on i t .  

Libertarian International begill3 
its rec ruit ing f l yer with John 
Len n o n ' s  " Imag ine there' s no 
co untr y" quot e ,  and l ibertarians, 
a long with anarchists,  arg ue for 
totally free trade and immigration, 
but in so me ways we rad icals  
haven ' t  gone much beyond d is
c a r d ing the o l d  " My co untry 
r ight or wrong" phi losophy.  I 've  
he ard more than one l ibertar ian 
te l l  the plat itude that it's alway.:; 
mor a l  to support your country  
a gainst your gov ernmen t ,  but 
n e v er mor a l  to support your 
government against your country. 

those of Canada.  Aft er  a l l ,  you 
and I have more in co mmon 
with s o me Can ad ians than we do 
with some Amer ican Esk imos and 
other peopl e .  In Euro pe ,  bo un
dar ies mov e ov er the cent uries , 
an d co unt ries ha ve co me and 
gone , b ut pol it icians st i l l  str ive 
to whip up nat ion a l ist fervor. It 
wou ld seem to make more sense 
f or ant i-st a t ists t o  love ind ivi
dua ls-- Jef f e rson, 1h:>reau, Twain, 
King,  or who mever, rather than 
love state politics and its history. 

I t  has been an i mport ant 
psycho log ica l  l eap f or me to 
recogni ze that I am not a citizen 
( me mber of a state or nat ion ) ,  
and that i f  a state bure aucrac y 
want s  to ca l l  me a c i t i zen that 
this is the i r  problem.  Whi le it 
may force me to adm it citizenship 
under duress ( won' t  a l lo w  me to 
travel  or whatever) , I will refuse 
to san c tion the init iat ion o f  
force against me, an d  will regard 
mys e l f  as a denizen of North 

Amer ica rather than the property 
o f  an y stat e .  

An y co mments wi l l  b e  app re 
ciat ed .  

T. P. , Farmingd ale,  NJ 

Organized crime 

Dear Anarchy, 
A f riend gave me a copy o f  

your maga zine ( No .  14 ) .  I l iked 
the art ic l e  Lev wrot e ,  " Ana rchy 
in Gre e c e ,  Part I . "  Good j ob ,  
mate!  Keep up the good work.  I 
like most o f  the art ic l es ,  so I've 
dec ided to subscr ibe to your 
fan z ine . But an yway, I hope that 
your fut ure issues have j ust the 
same po werfu l energy. Remember, 
capita l ism is organ i zed crime . 

K . L. ,  Salem,  VA 

Serious mistake 

Dear co mrad es ,  
I was del ighted t o  open the 

Pagans for Peace post office box 
t oday and find Anarchy #14 ! I 
re ad it on the subway, at the 
une mp lo yment o ff ice,  on the 
tro l ley go ing ho me, an d c l eared 
a spac e on the desk to f i n ish it 
when I got here ; A superb issue ,  
i n  part ic u l ar the l eng thy article 
by Cho'msky and the cont inuing 
saga o f  1be PapalagL The marve
lous graphics deserve part icular 
p ra ise , t oo-- lots said and visually 
excit ing . 

The piece by Cho msky is a 
lov e l y  short statement o f  a pro
b l em, b ut really begs the question 
o f  ho w the he l l  the U . S .A. is 
go ing to stop be ing the horror 
that it  is.  Pure se l f- interest 
means that the Amer icans wi l l  
cont inue to loot , but there is 
plen t y  the re f or everyone in the 
U . S .A. Even i f  the government 
st opped l y ing ( and it bare l y  bo
thers no w-- an yone who wishes 
to kno w can have the broad 
out lines of the true ro le of the 
U . S .A. ) ,  most Amer icans wo uld 
agree with some reservat ions t o  
the continuation o r  intensification 
o f  this horrib l e  s ituat ion rather 
than a l ly with the revo l ut ionary 
forces becaus e ,  let' s face it ,  
go ing f ro m  50% o f  the wealth of 
the wor ld to 6 %  is  going to mean 
povert y no matter ho w you s l ice 
it . 

It is only "mor a l ity," footered 
in l arge part by e lements in the 
Chr is t i an Churches , that can 
l ead people to rej ect rat iona l  
se lf- interest a n d  ac t in a way 
that is l ikely to wea ken the 
Empire and cause the end of 
this horrible  destr uction . 

So, we come to cons ciousness 
and re l ig ion . Tak ing ser io us l y  
t h e  ro l e  o f  mor a ls and ethics, 
spi ritua l it y  and re l ig ion. There's 
no way I' l l  say that my approach 
to the spirit  as an an archist and 
witch is any more than a tentative 
adj us t ment that is subj ec t to 
chang e ,  or that it is def init ive 
be yond myse l f ,  but I will  ins ist 
on the importance of the greater, 
trad it iona l l y  religious, questions
-dec id ing " Who  am I ?" " What is 
good behavior; wmt is evil?" " lb w  
sho u ld I be with others?" " What 
is the soc ial  good and e v i l?" 

I would add , it' s a serious 
m istake to sa y that al l  religions' 
"met aphys ica l d i v is ion of the 
wor ld ( which I view as a wm l e) 
into t wo arb itrary, yet absolute, 
sphe res of the sacred and the 
p ro fane • • •  ine v itab l y  l eads the 
way t o wards a l l  the other abuses 
in vo lv ed in the woo le IiJenomenon 
o f  re l ig ion • • •  because all religions 
share this who l e  syndro me o f  
sympt o ms" ,  as Lev does o n  page 
25 . S u re,  institut ionalized religion 
tends t o  be j ust as hor r ib l e  as 
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can be, but even w�n allied 
with the state corrt>letely, as 
the Roman Catholic Chu rch in 
Eire, or the S hi'ite section or 
Islam in Iran, there are minority 
tendencies which develop along 
on the liberatory ideas or religion. 
And there are religious movements 
wtose erfects have been consi
derably more liberatory than 
negative, which are immanentist, 
nature-oriented, sensual, pro-sex, 
etc.--particularly the Witcocra!t 
groups, but also Taoist groups, 
nati v e  Nor th Americans, and 
so me others. So, let's say that 
religion in the context or autoor
ity develops in an authoritarian 
manner, just like every other 

facet of social lire and human 

relationshlp in the world. 

And the issues or morality, 
issues or religion, are key issues. 
A blanket rejection of all spiri
tuality removes a way or effec
tively incorporating these issues 
into a revolutionary praxis. 

Blessings, 
S.W., Pagans for Peace, 

POB 6531, Station A, 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M5 W 1X4 

Lev Responds 

I ' m  sorry if it d isappoints 
you, but the "ser i ous m istake" 
you po i nt out is actually one of 
the more central po i nts of th i s  
journal . Wh i le I remain relat ively 
sympathet i c  with pagans, some 
strands of eastern thought, and 
most of the more "pr i mitive" 
worldv i ews [l ike those of nat ive 
Amer i cans), I also re ma i n  abso
lutely crit i cal of their ideolog ical 
tendenc i es. 

I am de I ighted by the lack of 
i nh i b it ion shown by some neo

pagan currents . W i th the m, I ' d  
I ike to celebrate the beauty and 
exh i l i rat i on of our embod iment, 
the myster i es of the nature we 
share,  and the cycles of birth 
and death we experience. I ap
pre c i ate more than I can put In 
words some of the Ins i ghts af
forded by the study of Tao i st 
ph i I osophy and the more I lberatory 
types of Zen. And I ha ve a great 
respect for wt-etever st i 11 rema Ins 
of the genuine spirit of "primitive" 
at t I tudes. desp I te the distort i on 
and cultural devastation they have 
suffered. 

Y et, I also reject absolutely 
the div is ion of our war Id i nto 
sacred and profane spheres . And 
I reject Its cl assification Into 

the categories of absolute good 
and ev i I. These are the core 
dualit ies around which all rel ig i ore  
and a 11 ideo I og i es are organized. 
The y are useful for social and 
se lf-man i pulat ion-for mobil i z ing 
masses of al i enated people to do 
th i ng s  the y otherwise woul d 
ha v e  the "comnon sens e "  to 
avo i d. and for enforc ing all types 
of repres sive social relationships 
and be hav i ors. The y are absolute 
po i son for any truly I ibe ratory 
project or movement . Th i s  is all 
perfectly reflected in the arrb i va
lent att itudes w ith in pa gan c ircles 
toward rad ica I ideas and act ivities. 

I n fact, your defense of mor
a 1 ity as a bul wark aga i nst "ra
t iona I se If-interest" is a repugnant 
example of just where ideolog ical 
and religious l ogics lead. You 

assume, f i rst, that human i ty is 
fundamentally flawed [or i g i nal 
s in?). and thus unable to corrpre
he nd a rational self- i nterest 
that encompasses other people 
[or at least other nat ions in th is 
context). And be yond th is,  you 
assume that any equitable shar ing 
of the vast wealth of th i s  world 
would mean only "poverty no 
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Towards a discussion 
Introduction: In the last issue of Anarchy I indicated my 
wish to initiate a discussion of radical strategies, beginning 
with an evaluation of Murray Bookchin's conception of a 

libertarian municipalist strategy which he has been pushing 
of late. So far there hasn't been all that much response to 
my call, so I' 11 repeat, for those who missed the last issue 
that I am soliciting serious contributions to this discussion. 

In a letter to me, George Bradford of the Filth Estate 
writes, "Your brief exchange on municipalism was very good. 
This needs to be explored." And John Zerzan, whose provo
cative "Vagaries of negation" appeared in Anarchy #14, has 

indicated that he will review 1be Rise of Urbanization and 

the Decline of Citizenship, Bookchin's latest book (which 
deals extensively with libertarian municipalism), for a future 

matter ho w you slice it." With 
assumptions I Ike these it i s  no 
wonder that you must re I y on 
the repress Ive irrat ion a I ity of 
Chr i stian moral lty and gu i lt to 
lead p eo pl e to reject rat ionality 
and se If- i nterest in order to 
embrace this poverty. If this 
dirg&-mental lty is what constitutes 
"all y( Ing) with the revol utionary 
forces,• the n  I guess I ' m  an 
extr e m e  counter-re volut i onary. 

On the other ha nd, my own 
vision, and I daresay, that of a 
fe w othe r s ,  e ncompasses the 
wor Id as an lnte gra I whole. Hu
man i ty Is a part of nature. al ien
ated to be sure , but st 111 an 
i ns eparabl e aspect of the world. 
There are no ab so I utes. f-i.Jman lty 
and nature are neither objectively 
good, nor bad . R ather nature 
constitutes the context within 
w hi c h  i ndividual s and groups 
project their own re lative and 
f i nite val u es .  

Becaus e humanity i s  so alien
ated, e xplo i ted and man i pulated 
the vast majority of people have 
had their vis ion so stunted and 
the i r  cons cious ness so d istorted 
that the i r  conception of their 
"rat i onal se lf-interest• is as nar
row as you portray it. But the 
sol ution to this problem is not 
to reject "rational self-interest," 
an y more than it would make 
sense to reject all rad i cal ism just 
because most people think i ts 
just another name for Commun i sm. 
The re al solution involves the 
red i s covery of an expanded ra
t iona I ity and an expanded se lf
interest w hich w i 11 a I low us to 
un i te with others around our 
des ires for a transformed and 
I i berated world. And this includes 
the explorat i on of all the wealth 
of possibilit i es i nherent in a 
recovery of our se Ives, our gen
u i ne des i res and our u nd i storted 
fee I ings and pe rcept i ons- in con
trast to the narrow techno-con
sumer poverty w hich cu rrently 
passes for "wealth." 

Religion a: spirituality 

He l lo to Lev and the folks of 
C.A. L., 

I ha ve s o mething to say about 
s pirit u a l i t y  and re l ig io n ,  but 
f i rst I wan t to say that I en joy 
Anarchy a bunch, and that I'm 
re a l ly g l ad yo u f o l ks  are do ing 
this. Than ks to Bert f or in tro
ducing me to Anarchy. 

Your gene ral at t itude towards 
spi r ituali t y  & relig ion s e e ms t o  
be pre t t y  t �ical o f  a l o t  o f  the 
North Amer ican an a rchists,  an d 
very s i milar to tha t o f  Fred 
Woodworth and his an d other 
peo ple' s Amer ic an Athe ist  pam
phlets .  What bothers me abo ut 
this a t t itude is that while it so 
r ight ly at t ac ks  religion as a tool 
of oi:press ion, it is totally closed 
to an y ac kno wledg ement or v ali
d at ion of any kind of spirituality. 
I'v e n e v e r  seen an yth ing in 

Anarchy about an t i - authoritarian 
pagans, Eastern concepts of spiri
tuality compatible with anarchy, 
radical Catholics or anarchist 
Catholic Workers, or an ything 
su pportive or even tolerant of 
no n-opp ressive spi r itualit y. I 
think that your over-intellectua
lized reaction to the oi:press ion 
of the Chu rches has m ad e  you 
closed to a pa rt of human -ness 
as alienated and yet as essential 
as the d esire to se lf-det e r m in e  
w oo  we are an d  ho w  w e  relate to 
others an d our world. 

Concept s  of spi r ituali t y  his
t o r i c ally pred at e the s t at e ,  or
gan i ze d  religion, and all other 
hi erarchic al alienated g arbage 
that came with c i v ilizat ion. We 
all possess re al human desires to 
creat e ;  to lov e  an d be lov ed ; to 
determine our own l i fe s t yle; t o  
eat,  poo p, s leep an d  b e  warm; t o  
express ourselv es ;  an d j us t  be a 
who l e  human pe rson. CUr patriar
chal, techno logical, statist culture 
has corrupt ed & alien a t ed these 
d es ires b y  man ipu lat ing the m to 
keep us in line as fu nc t ioning , 
produc t ive an d ac quiescent mem
bers o f  soc iet y. The mai n  tools 
we use to OfPC>Se this man iµ.ilat ion 

are rat ional tho ught , and our gut 

level reac tion o f  ang er at being 
co ntrolled . Ne i ther o f  these help 
us to f i nd our o wn  ind ivid ual 
" s p i r i tua l i t y" because it can only 
be kno wn exper ientially. If spiri
t uali t y  and the need to "believe" 
weren ' t  inhe rent human des i res,  
the y wo u ldn' t be so e f f e c t i v e l y  
man ipu lated b y  t h e  contro l lers. 
To overcome our v i c t i m i zat ion, 
we m us t  he al o u r  en t i re se l f-
mind, bod y, emot ions and spi ri
t ua l it y. We m us t  reclai m all o f  
our po wer,  an d this means o ur 
po wer to d is cov er our o wn  spiri
t ualit y. 

No w--ab o ut J es us  Chr ist o f  
Naz areth: I think the Judeo
Chr ist i an  co n c e pt of God an d 
the uni verse is at the ro ot o f  
o u r  alien at ion. " God" i s  seen as 
this s e parate en t i t y  wto contro ls  
t h e  co smos, in c l ud ing us .  TIDugh 
we may not be l ieve this as indi
v iduals, it is  at the very bot tom 
of all wes t ern phi losophies we 
us e t o  make sense of our exper
ience of o u rselv es  and the world. 
Yo u can be f or it or ag ainst i t ,  
but i t  pe r v ad es & influen c es all 
wes t ern tho ught . Given th is, it 
m a k es pe r f e c t  sense that so 
many pe o ple f ind it  d if f i c ult to 
conc e i ve of a wor l d  witho ut 
go v ernment .  All o f  this is to say 
that I am not a Christ i an .  Ho w
ever, I do t h i n k  that Christ , and 
h i s  messag e  o f  uncond it ional 
love are re all y  gre at and can 
t e a c h  us alo t .  My understand ing 
of Jesus C. is that he was bas i 
cally an an arc hist, b ut the people 
woo wro t e  the Ne w Tes t a ment 
expe r ienced him and wrote about 
him in the context o f  Jewish 

(Continued next page) 

Letters 
of anarchist strategies 

issue of Anarchy. But the only current contribution to this 
discussion comes from the letter by L.G. of Montreal, �ebec 
which follows. Comments on my original note and on L.G.'s 
letter are welcome. To be fair to readers, I'll also reserve 
my own comments on L.G.'s letter till Anarchy #16. Lev 
Cllernyi 

Unite around common aims 
Dear Anarchy, 

I too f ound Murra y Bookchin' s " Theses on libertar ian 
munic ipalism" int eres t ing and p ro voc a t i ve, an d was also 
encouraged by Lev Chern y i' s  response in Anarchy #14. 
My own v ie w  of " an a rc hist strategy" is not based upon 
munic ipal governments, an archo-synd ic alist unions,  nor 
the ac t of choosing something out of the past as a good 
model to follow ( e. g .  Athens or the Par is Commune) . 
Rather than attempt ing to create so mething out of our i 
head, we must look at the ac tual popular struggle, both 
of the past and presen t . If  yo u exam ine true mass move
ments ( i . e .  those not the creature of some political party) 
the uni t y  is based upon. a fe w key issues, represent ing 
the concerns of a great many people. This  consensus 
can be moderate ( "end the war"),  somewhat rad ical (stu
dent po wer in the '60's),  rad ical ( workers self- man age
ment, Poland 1980) or revolut ionary ( "abolish the wage 
system/state," synd ic alism 1 922 ) .  Such posit ions do not 
come f rom some ind ividual,,but are "in the air" at the 
t ime-- V incent St . John wrote the I WW Preamble_)n J905, 
but the synd ic alist message had got ten through to man y 
people in the prev ious dec ad e . 

People remain united around these key issues as long as 
the movement is growing and developing. It is during a 
movement's decline that ideologies come to the forefront 
and fragmentation begins--although sectarian groups exist 
and practice at all stages. But mass movements a l ways fail 
and are always recuperated. The reason for this is that revo
lution is a process and not the apocalypse. Movements are 
also successful in their failure. Few of us in the "developed" 
world live 5 to a room and drop dead at 40 like our ancestors 
of only 100 years ago. This remarkable change was t he  result 
of the "c lassical" workers movement and not a gift from the 
bosses. People must see things as process and not become 
dependent upon the immediate success of their particular 
movement-- like, unfortunately, so many '60's radicals. 

What is "in the air" today? Concern with war, nuclear 
power, U.S. atrocities worldwide, gentrification of cities, a 
rejection of work and political parties, concern with the 
situation of women and minorities, the world-wide eco-di
saster, et c. All of these issues really boil down to one central 
il"<>ue--people do not have control over their lives, not at 

work, not in the community, and not at home or in a rela
tionship. It seems to me the situation exists for a broad 
libertarian socialist movement which has decentralist, auto
nomist and self-management aims. Such a mov ement could 
not be created by, nor reduced to, the Green Party, a mu
nicipalist movement, nor an anarchist federation, but would 
encompass all of these. 

The central problem is not to create some magic strategy, 
but to get people to see they all have something in comnon
-their implicit desire to get the state and the corporations 
off their backs. Thf! best place to start this process would 
be to get the various libertarian/ anarchist groups to begin 
seeing themselves as part of a movement and stop the sniping 
and bickering. All this ideological nonsense must go--Black 
Flag vs. Freedom, the 2 C. N. T.'s in Spain, social ecologists' 

at tacks on syn dicalists, the castigation of "spiritual anar
chists," the continual sniping at "Marxism" as though liber
tarian Marxists didn't exist, ancJ so on . But we siloulcJ not 
be aiming to create a liberal mush. Criticism should be r1irr>Exl 

at significant and no t seco ndary matters. A go od example of 

the f or mer is Murray Bookchin and J anet Biehl's analyses of 

"deep ec ology '' in Kick It Over #20, a necessary critique 
exposing a fascistic tendency within Earth First! Most "cri
tiques" consist in slagging someone because they choose to 
work in a different milieu than someone's favorite grolt) (e.g. 
marginals, workers, women, minorities ), or because they em
phasize a different issue (ecology, peace, self-management, 
sex ism, etc.), or because they prefer different tactics (violence 
vs. non-violence, anti-parliamentary vs. limited participation), 
or because of a difference in style (moderate vs. militant). 
The fact that all agree on the goals (capitalism and the 
state must go) and on the means (the people themselves and 
not some vanguard) tends to get lost in all this hot air. 
Before we can start thinking of a larger movement and stra
tegies for such an occurrence, we must get our O\�TI ac t 
together, uniting ourselves around our common aims and 
leaving the secondary issues to friendly discussions. 

In Solidarity, 
L.G., Montreal, Quebec 

'---------------------- - --------- --·-- -- --------------- ------ -
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Religion Continued 

culture at that time; so things 

got pretty distorted bef ore they 
were even written down. Then 

came 2,000 years of the Catholic 
C hurch editing and rewriting, 
etc. The coolest thing about 
Jesus C. was when he went into 

the temple and kno cked over 
the merchants' tables and chased 
out the bankers. I believe he 
was against money 2,000 years 
ago. 

You can be spi ritua l  without 
being contra l led! ! 

Fuck shit up, 
T.J., Tucson, AZ. 

Lev on spirituality 
These days. seem to be 

persistently reminded by all and 

sundry that I am not a whole 

person until I've acknowledged 

my repressed "spirituality." f-bw

ever.- look as I might. I have 

never found any animal of this 

species I urk ing in myse If. Intro

spec t ion, sex. drugs. experiences 

of wilderness. meditation and 

sol itude--none of these brings 

me even faintly close to locating 

this alleged spiritual compon ent 

of everyman's and everywoman's 

being. I can only conclude that, 

I ike the fairy-tale "soul" of the 

Christians [that detaches itself 

from peoples' bodies at death 

and f I oats around to wherever 

the I iv ing dead are supposed to 

go). spirituality has only a phan

tom existence. That is to say, it 

only exists as a more or [usually) 

I ess coherent conceptua 1 scheme 

in peoples' minds. 

It appears to serve. not to 

bring us closer to nature, or to 

each other, or even to reconcile 

our own divided selves. Rather 

it serves mostly to mask any 

genuine experiences we might 

otherwise have been fortunate 

enough to have I ived through. It 

is a conceptual mediation through 

which people seem to manage to 

reify even their most intimate, 

personal and integral relationship 

with their worlds. As such, it's 

an experience I think I'd rat her 

do without. 

But, why is spirituality such 

a powerful ideological force? 

Why do so many, many people 

fall for such religio-ideological 

bait hook, I ine and sinker? Is it 

because "spiritua I ity and the 

need to 'be! ieve' [are) inherent 

human desires"? Sure I y th is is as 

preposterous an assert ion as a 11 
of the similar claims that could 

be [and often are) made that, 

for example, commodity consump

tion is an inherent human desire. 

or sexual repression, or hierar 

chical social relationships. Sure 

there is something there under-

1 y ing all these prevalent social 

formations. But it is always an 

error to mistake these perversely 

alienated and superficial forms 

of expression for the actual 

underlying structures and needs 

they parasitically feed on. 

It is in no way an "over-in

tel lectual ized reaction to the 

o�ression of churches" that has 

resu I ted in my adopt ion of an 

outspokenly atheistic attitude. 

Though I certainly despise most 

churches, my attitude has pri

marily grown out of my p ersonal 

interactions with people who are 

blinded by their need to identify 

with, and interpret their I ives 

through, the abstract categories 

of sp i r itua I ism. I view spi r itua I ism• 
in all its guises as itself an 

overly cerebral and certainly 

self-repressive response to t he  

wonders a
·
f the I iving nature we 

all experience. Please keep in 

mind that I'm not the one here 

who is fetishlz ing any sort of 

mystified conceptualization o f  

experience. I a m  q u  I t e  open to 

the direct experience of my world 

without the need f or such rigid 

and abstractly mediating precon

ce ptions as "spirit." 

I can wholeheartedly agree 

with you that we need to heal 

the splits and divisions in our
selves. But as I see It, if this 

project is to be taken seriously, 

then we need to immediately 
jettison the idea that there is 

some sort of separable and com
partmenta 1 ized spiritual aspect 

of our being. If you have any 

commitment to a holistic �preach 

to philosophy, it should be pain

fully obvious that spiritualism is 

almost always an extremely dual

istic concept ion [and w he n  it 

isn't dualistic, it becomes merely 

otiose ). assertions to the contrary 

not•,;ithstanding. Spirituality is 

nearly always a direct expression 

of an alienation which n eeds to 

be superceded, not embraced. 

You may indeed have missed 

the pas it ive references in previous 

issues of Anarchy to anti-authori

Mr ian pagans and the more anar-

chic forms of Eastern philosophy, 

but you are undoubtedly correct 

that you wi II never find any 

"validations" of spiritual al ienaticn 

in Anarchy. 

Thanks for writing, T.J. Glad 
to hear you otherwise I ike the 

paper. And if you still think I'm 

being close-minded, please feel 

free to respond to this. 

Anarchy in Hawaii 

Dear Anarchy, 
I was read ing yo ur latest 

issue with gre at pleasure on a 
j et carrying me to the Ha wal ian 
is lands to visit  fa mi ly  f or the 
hol idays, when a f light attendant, 
a ver y frien d l y  guy with whom 
I 'd had a pleasant exchange ear
lier,  bent over my sho u lder as I 
looked at some o f  your splend id 
co l lages , and exc lai med , " Wow!  
That is ama z ing-- what kin d  of  
magazine is that ?" I sho wed hi m 
the cover and to ld him it was 
f ro m  Missouri ,  o f  all p l aces . 
" Amazing ," he said again . " Anar
chy-- that's  my favorite f or m  o f  
gov ernment !"  Not des i r ing to 
quibb l e  ov er semantics,  I handed 
it over to him, te l l ing him 1 
co u ld g et anothe r .  He st o wed it  
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a way on his tr ay, very grateful,  
an d said he' d read it in lbno lul u .  
Don' t kno w i f  you' ve made it  
that far yet , b u t  somew!Ere, per
haps up in so me rain-washed 
val ley on the bac k s ide , your 
fine paper is being passed f ro m  
hand t o  hand .  

Maha lo and aloha ,  
Dogbane Campion,  Detroit ,  M I .  

Note on letters 
Sorry I If your I et ter d id 

not appe ar in this issue, 

it should appear in Anar
chy U16 which will be out 

soon. Due to the gre a t  

nu mber o f  I et ters re

ce ived, and tre I imitations 

of space in th is issue, 

several letters ha d to 

be he Id for the next. 

We may expand tre I etters 

sect ion of Anarchy U 16 
from the 7 pages in th is 

issue to 9 pages if it 

becomes necessary to 

he Ip ta ke care of the 

backlog. 
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