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Definitive Proof 
REAGAN SUFFERING FROM 

GO FOR IT, PAT! 

PINOCCHIO'S DISEASE 

BEFORE OPERATION AFTER OPERATION 

While the media has been reporting that President Reagan's 
recent hospital visits have been to "retard the growth of a cancer­
ous nasal pimple," Weekly World Anarchy has come across proof 
(see photos), that Reagan is suffering from a chronic case of 
Pinocchio's Disease. 

Although Reagan has been a known 
liar since his movie days, only after 
persuading his m ii itary doctor, Gen. 
Practitioner, did we gain medical proof 
on the extent of the disease. 

"This is not a new d�velopment," 
said the doctor, "in my 25 years with 
the White House, I've seen every leader 
suffer from it." But Practitioner went 
on to say that "what is most alarming 
is how advanced a case" Reagan has. 

"Once I cut eight inches off, only 
to have three inches grow back in a few 
hours," he said. " I'm afraid it's hope­
less." 

was cancerous and could affect the brain, 
the doctor explained that while it is not 
a cancer in the medical sense, it cer­
tainly is a blight on society. Under 
pressure, Pr act i ti oner admitted that the 
only reliable cure is to remove the host 
from society. 

As for its effects on the leader's 
brain, the doctor pointed out that 
Reagan's mental faculties have been de­
teriorating since birth and any effects 
on what is left could only be minute. 

Getting beaten up or arrested by 
some snotty bu l l y in uniform has an 
amazing effect on most peop l e. They 
get mad. And they stay mad, some­
times for the rest of. their I ives. So 
whenever I hear of cops stomping the 
citizenry, I a lways hope that as l ong as 
it had to happen, it may have happened 
to one of those ardent defenders of the 
status quo. You know the type--they 
run around braying that you don't know 
what you're ta l king about when you re­
ca l l  your own sad experiences, but when 
the fist of injustice punches them in the 
nose, they expect everybody in the world 
to fee l sorry. 

In truth, there's no argument so 
convincing as experience. That's why I 
say, now that a l l  kinds· of warning 
voices have been raised, in vain, about 
the trend to re l igious fascism in Ameri­
ca, maybe a dose of government of the 
sort that the bib l e-nazis want wil l wake 
up the dozing mi l l ions. 

Pat Robertson, the goof evange l ist, 
is just the bastard to give it to 'em, 
and the way I figure it, after a year or 
two of this jesus-cretin in the White 
House, Americans wi l l  puke when you 
say the word "Christianity." 

Now, Robertson of course hasn't 
yet decided to run. Oh, sure he hasn't; 
and incidenta l ly the moon is a l so made 
out of green cheese. What is the evan­
gel ica I cockroach waiting for? Why, to 
hear "the word of the lord," natural l y, 
without which voice of holy delusion he 
won't proceed. 

Readers! Ca l l  him up! Get the 
moron on the phone and exp l ain that you 
are the Holy Ghost. Possibly sound ef­
fects w i 11 be necessary: "Wooooo, Paaat 

Rooobeeertsonnn---this is Jeeezus calling 
you. I order you to run for president! 
Daddy says to too, bye." An imbecile 
of his calibre ought to be tota l l y  f l oored. 
But don't worry if your call can't get 
through; I'm certain that the Rev'll get 
the message. Even now voices from 
outer space are probab l y  echoing through 
the spectra l cavity near this goon's infi­
nitesimal frontal lobes. 

Believe me, you can fool a l l  the 
people most of the ti me, and most of 
the people all of the time, but once you 
start walking on their faces some glim­
mer of your true nature begins to faint­
ly impress on their vestigial intellect. 

So l et this ape run for president, 
and I know the voters, in their "wisdom", 
will as ever unerringly elect the most 
fascistic, idiotic, insincere thug that the 
so-called democratic· process can dredge 
up. Robertson's a cinch. 

If getting pushed around a bit by 
the l ocal gestapo can turn fol ks sour on 
that variety of "pub I ic servant" (as Huey 
Newton used to say, "if they're pub l ic 
servants, how come they won't shine my 
shoes?"), having a tent-revival redneck 
dictate pub I ic pol icy for four years 
ought to accomplish what we atheists 
have tried to do for the last hundred. 

Sure, I know I might have to 
leave the country, or risk winding up in 
a religious concentration camp, where 
the crucifix of the gentle Christ can be 
battered down the throats of unwill ing 
victims. But hey! Have a nice day, 
you Americans! 

From The Match (No. 81/Fall-Winter, 
1986-7), POB 3488, Tucson, Arizona 85722. 

Asked whether Pinocchio's Disease 

from the Daily Barbarian (No. 7 /Fall 
1986), c/o Urhane Gorilla, POB 02455, Detroit, 
ML 48202. The Community DIALOGUE, 916 Euterpe St., New Orleans, LA. 70130 

TERRORISM or, LET Y()UR FINGERS DO 
TI-IE SABOTAGING 

When Jerry Falwell got a toll-free 
number, a strange thing happened: People 
circulated the number and made so many 
pmnk phone calls that he had to pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and give 
up the service. This was called "The 
Falwell Game." 

The goal of "The 800 Club" is slightly 
broader. There are plenty of toll-free 800 
numbers for many different organizations. 
Some serve legitimately helpful pmposes. 
The numbers listed below are working to 
make America safe for right-thinking 

white male heterosexual Christians. become an innucntial power-broker in the 
When an 800 number is dialed and hung 1988 elections. Robertson's strength lies 

up on when answered, it costs that in his ability to raise huge amounL<; of 
organization one dollar ($1.00!!) for that cash--through tv appeals, tool-free phone 
call. If conversation is engaged, phone lines, and direct mailings. Besides the 
charges continue to add up so it is even number above, Robertson also has a toll­
bcttcr to be chatty and talk the bastards' free number for his "heads-up" progmm, 
cars off. Request to be on their mailing 800-446-READ; cali that numlX'r 
lists (sign up friends, family, etc.) ; again, •during the daytime. Also write to his 
it costs them to send their propaganda out "Freedom Council" in Virgina Beach, VA 
and if the postage paid envelope is returned 23463 for info on his presidential 
(preferably stuffed with something heavy), campaign, or write to CBN at that same 
it costs them even more. address for tickets to a 700 Club show. 

So, for all of you who enjoy making 800-368-3336 111is is Jerry Falwell's 
harassing phone calls, here's some new number, an advice number for 
deserving numbers worthy of your pregnant women and girls. I don't think 

contempt. they offer many choices. if you know what 
800-446-0700 This is the number for I mean. 
Pat Robertson's "700" Club. Not only 800-HIS-LOVE Prophecy Countdown-­
docs Robertson regularly deceive a large these people are very off the wall and 
number of tv viewers of his "Christian" outspokenly anti-gay and anti-pagan. 
Broadcasting Network and bilk them out of 800-USA-ARMY The Anny. 
millions of dollars annually, but he is also 800-247-0507 The Navy. 
running for the presidency of the U.S. He 800-535-3280 Prior service number 

"-""'-�'"-'-"""' is proving to be a formidable candidate for for Marine recruitment. 
I DE CLARE THEMTP· BE· MY ENEMY.... . t11c Republican nomination and may 800-843-8762 First-time-through 

number for Marine recruitment. 
800-621-2847 Morton-Thiokol. $318 
million in defense contracL<>. 
800-343-0660 Morton-Thiokol Alpha. 
800-221-4064 ITI Communications. 

Over $1 billion in defense contracK 

800-525-7 436 Honeyv1cll. 111cy make 
helmets, navigation sy�:tems, explosives , 
and chemicals. Whew! 
800-334-9141 Accuracy in Academia. 
"Accuracy" means a fundamentalist, 
conservative interpretation of events: 
Evolution is wrong, gays arc sinners, 

America was in Vietnam to protect t11e 
freedom of the Vietnamese, and we would 
be protecting the freedom of the contras 
even more if we weren't hampered by 
inaccurate liberals. Thi .; group monitors 
classes and harasses teachers who disagree 
with them. 111ey were formed from 
Accumcy in Media. 
800-732-7463 Natio,1al "We Tip" 
Hotline. Not quite the FBI or CIA, but it 

is for turning in in formation about 
criminals, like people mak ing harassing 
phonecalls to 800 number:;. 
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Most dangerous leader? 

Once again· Jack Anderson has 
shown his ignorance by nominating "the 
messianic mullah of Iran, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, as the world's most 
dangerous leader." Despite the obvious 
limitations to his power, such megaloma­
niacal leaders as Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the USSR and Ronald Reagan of the US 
didn't even receive ·honorable mentions! 
I guess we have to point out once again, 
to people too ideologically bl indered to 
see the reality of our situation, that it 
is· not Khomeini who sits with his fin­
gers poised over the button which could 
unleash nuclear war. Despite the untold 
suffering of the ongoing war between 
Iraq and Iran, both Gorbachev and Reagan 
hold far more power over far more peo­
ple and far more developed technologies 
of destruction than Khome ini could ever 
hope to see. And neither has shown 
much reluctance to use any of the op­
tions of annihilation ava i lable to them, 
witness the wars in Afghanistan, Nicara­
gua, El Salvador, Vietnam, etc. Ulti­
mately it is Ronald Reagan, the ruler 
of the most powerful and one of the 
most ruthless nations on earth, who 
should get the award for currently being 
the "most dangerous" person in our 
known universe, and it is up to us to 
destroy that power. 

Jesus implicated in 
abduction by christian 

Last fall a 12-year-old St. Louis 
boy was taken on an 11-hour school bus 
ride from St. Louis to Lee's Summit by 
a 32-year old christian who told authori­
ties "Jesus made me do it." However, 

the driver, who was headed for Sedalia, 
got lost and ended up in Lee's Summit, 

-possibly because Jesus gave him erro­
neous directions. The bus driver is now 
in jail, however Jesus's whereabouts re­
main unknown, and it was not indicated 
if police are still on the lookout for him. 

IT'S SIMPLE STEVE, 
WrW DCJ.JT �u 

AND )OJR BOYS 
JUST GET. THE 
FUCK OUT OF 
ELS\LVADORf 

Grandmother given 23-year 
sentence for nudity with 
grandson 

In December, a local jury found a 
46-year-old grandmother guilty of two 
counts of child abuse, first-degree sexual 
abuse and promoting child pornography 
on the basis of photographs taken by her 
husband showing her naked with her 14-
month-old grandson. The sexually re­
pressed jury reportedly "sat stone-faced" 
as the prudish prosecutor; Suzanne Loh­
man, said, "I could talk and talk and 
talk, but perhaps it's just better to 
look." 

The grandmother, Patsy Urban, and 
her husband were arrested after an Illi­
nois film processing lab sent photographs 
to local authorities. The pictures of 
Patsy Urban and her grandson were all 
taken by her husband, owner of Creative 
Eye Photography, who is also charged 
with identical crimes. Boone County 
assistant persecutor Lohman pointed out 
as particularly damning evidence that 
in some of the photos, Urban was sup­
porting her breasts with her hands, 
moving them closer to her grandson's 
face. One of the photos even showed 
the child eating a marshmallow from her 
breast. The persecutor did not reveal 
whether it would have been legal for 
the grandson to eat a marshmallow from 
Urban's breast if she had been wearing 
a bra. Nor did Lohman ·reveal if she 
would seek the death penalty for any 
mothers caught allowing themselves to 
be photographed as they suckled their 
own children. 

Lesbian mother 
visitation rights 

denied 

A homophobic Jackson County 
judge recently ruled that a divorced 
Kansas City, Missouri mother, who is 
a lesbian, could not have her children 
stay with her overnight if tre woman's 
lover was present. Guardian of civilized 
morality, judqe Jack Gant, said the rul-

ing was in the best interests of the cou­
ple's four children because homosexuality 
is illegal in Missouri. The judges order 
stated that "The children would be ex­
posed to a lifestyle which is in conflict 
with the values they are being tau·ght in 
school and church and which is poten­
tially harmful to the psychological and 
social development of the children." 
Judge Gant failed to reveal whether or 
not it was his exposure to an authori­
tarian, heterosexual lifestyle which was 
responsible for his own retarded psycho­
logical and social development. 

Recycling downplayed by 
city bureaucrats 

The City of Columbia's new recy­
cling program lost more than $6,000 in 
its first five months of operation ac­
cording to a recent report from the 
Pub I ic Works Department. Almost 1,200 
people participated in the month of 
November, but the program has been 
hampered by a mayor and city council 
who are less than enthusiastic, and a 
Public Works Department which refuses 
to advertise the program. Hoping that 
the proiect will fail, Mayor Rodney 
Smith ; long a critic of recycling efforts, 
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has said that continued losses will doom 
the project. 

Despite regional and national pro­
blems with declining available landfill 
sites and escalating landfill costs, city 
politicians and bureaucrats would prefer 
a system in which recycling is ignored. 
Even though Columbian's already have 
demonstrated an extraordinary commit­
ment to recycling (or possibly because 
of this) in their adoption of a city-wide 
returnable beverage container ordinance, 
the Public Works Department continues 
to avoid publicity for the program, 
making participation dependent on a few 
newspaper stories and word of mouth. 

Despite the obstacles, 2, 190 resi­
dents have so far asked to be included 
in the program. 

Collage means prison 

An East German was sentenced to 
eight months in prison for displaying a 
collage of news clippings which allegedly 
"publicly degraded the state order," ac­
cording to sources in West Berlin. Lars 
Matzke, 20, was arrested after posting a 
collection of clippings from the state­
run press on the outside of his apart­
ment door. 

JUST SAY NO TO ALL DRUGS! 
I'm mad as hel l about Ronnie and Nancy's 

new war on drugs. "Because you're in favor of 
allowing America to be weakened by drugs and 
ripened for the Soviet picking," you ask. DEAD 
WRONG. 

I ' m  mad as hell because 
Ron n i e  and Nancy are both 
anti -drug wimps--they don ' t  ·go 
far enough . In fact, they vir­
tua l ly m ainta i n  a conspiracy of 
si lence regarding the vast 
majority o f  dangerous, mind­
n u m bing and u l tim a t e ly crip­
p l i n g  dr ugs. "How do t hey do 
th is?" you migh t  say. By 
mak i n g  a p i dd ly-ass d is tinc tion 
betw een " l ega l "  and " i l lega l "  
drugs, you n u m b-sk u l ls !  

W h e n  is A m erica going 
to wake up about this? Just 
take a look at some of t h e  
s tatis tics, and you ' l l  rea l ize  
how frightening R eagan 's 
phoney, s m o k esc reen "drug 
war" rea l ly is. 

A recent survey indi­
cat es t hat 15 mi l lion A m eri­
can you ths aged 12 t o  17-­
m ore than 50% of that age 
g roup--have t ried a lcohol a nd 
m ore t han 11 m i l l ion have 
smoked cigare t t es !  Research-

ers be lieve that there are 113 
mi l l ion  a lcohol  users i n  the 
U.S. and more t han 60 m i l l ion 
nicotine-addic t e d  sm okers!  And 
this is o n ly the tip o f  t h e  
proverbia l iceberg. There are 
h u n d reds of m i l l ions of pres­
cription drugs i m b i bed by 
housewi ves, pol i t i c ians and 
business m e n  ac ross the coun­
t ry. Not to m e n t ion  t h e  caf­
feine ep ide mic w hich claims 
more addic ts than any i l l ega l 
drug ever wi l l .  

O f ficia l figu res from re­
ports r e l eased during 1970-72 
recorded that  t h e  U . S. had 9 
m i l lion a lcoh o l i cs then--how 
many more m us t  there be 
now? I n  t h e  ear ly  1970's i t  
was repor ted that  25 mi l l ion 
adu l ts were us ing V a l i u m ,  a nd 
by 1980, FDA f igures i n d icat­
ed that  A m e r i c a ns were abus­
i n g  benzodi azepines ( the c l ass 
o f  t r a nqui lizers which includes 
Val iu m ) at a rate of 5 b i l l ion 

p i l ls a year. And besides this  
hundreds o f  thousands o f  our 
chi ldren are being o f f ic ia l ly 
drugged in our  schoo ls often 
against their wills. One­
fou r t h  of the A m erican fe­
m a l e  popu latiop in t h e  30 t o  
60 age g r o u p  abuses psycho­
active prescription drugs on 
a regu lar basis. 

I say we need to expose 
this cover-up NOW! I f  o n ly 
5.8 mi l lion A m er i cans are 
using cocaine,  why does i t  
get  a l l  t h e  a t t e n tion? Why 
not  a l l the  brewer ies and dis­
' t i l l e r i es,  t h e  bars and the 
l iquor stores pushing this 
m enace ?  I f  o n ly 18.2 m i l l ion 
peop le  are using m a rijuan a ,  
why do w e  h a v e  endl essly in­
e ffec t i ve de fo l i a t io n  and un-

dercover opera tions when i t  
wou l d  be so m uch easier and 
e ffective to use our  tax do l ­
lars t o  wipe o u t  the tobacco 
crop and the t obacco industry 
once and for all. Specious 
distinctions between legality 
and illegality shouldn't stand 
in· our way if we're going to 
be serious about stopping drug 
abuse! After all, alcohol is 
far more dangerous to far 
more people than cocaine will 
ever be. Tobacco has killed 
thousands of times more 
people than marijuana ever 
will. .And think of all the 
mindless speed­
heads hopped 
up on caffeine 
--surely they 
represent a far 
greater danger 
than the sm all 
percen tage of 
psychos who 
use LSD (and a 
far larger per­
centage of cri­
minals,  too ! ) . 

"show ?your true colors." If 
you're really against drug 
abuse, support the passage of 
laws to imprison brewers, re­
habilitate smokers, and screen 
for caffeine-users. Go for 
the king-pins of the real 
drug industry--execution for 
the owners of the alcohol and 
cigarette industries; life im­
prisl!mment for their boards of 
directors and their high-level 
dealers. Make the. manufac­
ture of all drug paraphernalia 
(like ashtrays and cigarette 
lighters) a mandatory felony. 

Continued on last page 

I f  you in­
sist on being a 
s tickler abou t  
laws, I say, 

GOVE R N MENT· IS Sl:AVERV. 
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are shunning their stocks because of the 
apartheid issue. This concern has been 
noted in the business pages of the New 
York Ti mes in its discussion of the rea­
sons behind the maneuvering of IBM and 
General Motors. These corporations 
have not stopped doing business in South 
Africa (despite what their public re l a-

is c l ear that many of the companies are 
feeling the pinch as their stocks are 
seen as investment options by fewer and 
fewer. Again we ask why, if it makes 
no difference, has the university decided 
to divest from South Africa11 concerns 
that 

·
have not signed the Sul livan Princi­

ples? Or was that mere l y  a bit of win-

The 
Badguy 
Report Shantytown lives 

Every once in awhi l e  a confronta­
tion over an issue shoves before the 
public's eye the putrid laundry of .,capi­
talism, and the contradictions, ironies 
and humiliations pile up so quickl y  that 
it's hard for a passionate sou l to sit 
still long enough to write about them. 
The last case like this was the Stephens 
Park fight where despite pub l ic outcry, 
the park was permanently disfigured with 
the blessing of the Columbia City Coun­
ci I, Daily Tribune publisher H<ink Waters 
and the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
In the end, of course, the corporate 
medical nemesis said, "Forget it, suckers; 
we changed our mind," and l eft the rol ­

ling hills looking like a badly reseeded 
construction site. 

The murder of Kim Linzie by the 
Columbia Police might have been ano­
ther such issue, except for the fai l ure 
of white liberals to in any way question 
the authority and integrity of the pol ice, 
and, most shamefully, their failure to 
demand an independent investigation of 
the matter. Now we hear the City of 
Columbia will pay the Linzie family 
$200,000 to $250,000 to drop their $50 
million suit. Undoubtedl y  they rea.lize 
they are up against the same kind of 
embedded racism and authoritarianism 
that Kim would not accept. And they'vP­
decided to come out of this round alive. 
But the murder and the insulting pit­
tance offered to "settle" things will long 
be remembered in the angry hearts and 
minds of Columbia's black community 
and of others who care about justice. 
It's too bad the Linzies can't bring Kim 
back and buy her a new car with the 
money. And it's too bad we a l l  can't 
resurrect her and pin a gold medal on 
her proud chest for not submitting to 
the assholes with the guns who blew it 
big time. 

And now in a funny way the ques­
tions of property rights, profiteering and 
racism are back with a roar. Missourians 
Against Apartheid had tried for years, 
as had numerous groups before them, 
to raise the issue of the university's in­
vestments in companies which directly 
or indirectly do business in South Africa 
with only one or two instances of suc­
cess. Part of the problem is that the 
issue at first g l ance seems as remote as 
the targets are intractable. 

Shantyt-:>':'m clern1Jnstrators on university campus last fail. 
tions peopie would like us to believe). 

IBM and GM have merely changed 
the way in which they do business. In­
stead of directly producing and se l l ing 
their. products in South Africa, they now 
peddle their wares through a licensing 
arrangement with a company owned by 
South African business interests. IBM 
and GM and a number of other corpora­
tions are trying to skirt provisions of 
laws and resolutions which prohibit hun­
dreds of institutions including several 
states, over a hundred colleges, count­
less numbers of pension funds and the 
like, from investing in corporations 
which have not been designated "South 
Africa-free." 

The movement which is continuing 
to bring about divestment worldwide, in 
short, is putting pressure on huge multi­
nationals. A finance professor at UMC, 
Dr. Paul West, disputes this claiming 
that if the university divests, the stocks 
will only be bought by someone else, 
making little impact. Why then are 
many multinat;ionals concerned about the 
effect of the divestiture movement? It 

dow dressing to pretend socia l responsi­
bility while refusing to touch that $133 
million (including IBM and GM) stocks 
'!!h:cr. keep South African repression 

University president Peter Mcgrath 
is fond of saying that the issue is com­
plex, that we reall y  don't know what 
the effect of the flight of capital from 
South Africa will be.... The curators 
continue to whine about "fiduciary re­
sponsibility" as if hundreds of other in­
vestors had not four1d fiscally sound al­
ternatives. 

The issue, in essence, is very sim­
ple. There is a historical movement 
which is making it increasingly difficult 
for the apartheid police state to con­
tinue. The university can help bring the 
right of self-determination to the people 
of color in South Africa, or it can con­
tinue to act in a way which confirms 
widespread perception of the University 
of Missouri as a bastion -of white power 
and privilege, a place which does as lit­
tle as ,it can get by with, a place which 
refuses year after year to take strong 
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action against .�nstitutional racism. 
Both Duane Stucky, the interim 

chancel !or, and Les Carpen ter, the edi­
tor of The Maneater, the student news­
paper, lecture the Shantytown activists 
that "nothing can be accomp l ished by 
confrontationa l politics." As much as 
these pillars of campus mora l ity woul d  
l ike u s  t o  think this i s  the case, a l most 
everyone who thinks about it rea l izes 
that just the opposite is true. The 
beauty of the shantytown activists is 
that by the simple tactic of placing a 
small representation of South Africa 
reality in the university's backyard, more 

...: questions have been raised aoout the 
.:d values and priorities of the university, 

and by extension the whole of society, 
than in years and years of polite demon­
strations and playing by the ru l es. 

The university is embarrassed. So �o far it has arrested 58 protesters, drop-
ped the charges against 17 of them, 

... � . c tried to dismiss the shantytown activists � as not being an officially recognized or-
ganization (with officers and by-laws), 
given shantytowners ten to fifteen min­
utes to speak at this or that meeting, 
threatened academic reprisals, and torn 
down the shanties a half-dozen times. 
They have changed their ru l es and regu­
l ations in the middle of the game to 
give their repression a legalistic ration­
ale. But while Barbara Uehling, Duane 
Stucky, Peter Mcgrath and their f lunkies 
(gentleman police-bully Major Watring, 
dominatrix Suzanne Holl and et al.) keep 
trying to pose as objective dispensers of 
pol icy, their ploys have onl y  shown that 
the university is willing to pull out a l l 
stops to maintain its racist heritage and 
its callous investment pol icy. 

Regardless of what happens in the 
future the shantytown activists have a l ­
ready won because they have captured 
the imaginations of a l l who have heard 
of their determination and who care 
about dignity and justice for peopl e  of 
al I races. They have p l aced the issue 
of racism on the pub l ic agenda. And 
they have succeeded in making clear the 
connections between institutiona lized in­
difference to racial tyranny abroad and 
the university's indifference to racia l in­
equity in educationa l opportunity, and in 
the qua! ity of campus social and cultura l 
I ife. They university complains about 
things not being "ca l m" and about "con­
frontational politics, " al l the while trying 
to stave off any demands that it take 
meaningfu l action to change the de 
facto racist realities especially at the 
Columbia campus. But whatever hap­
pens the university wi l l  not be able to 
remain unchanged. 
The shantytown activists need your help 
and financial contributions. Tc ber.ome 
involved call 882-7463 or 874-3872, or 
write: Shantytown Activists 

c/o MAA, 100 Hitt St 
Co lum bia, MO. 65201 

But the issue is so clear and 
straightforward, that surely almost no 
one believes the University of Missouri 
officials' rhetoric and rationalizations. 
The system of racial segregation called 
apartheid, the domination of blacks and 
other people of color by the white mi­
nority, the police state which routinely 
murders, imprisons, evicts and censors 
all potential obstacles to white hege­
mony--all of these must end. The most 
effective way to ensure this is the re­
moval of international capita l from 
South Africa. The international social 
movement which demands divestment is 
making itself felt. Corporations are 
clearly concerned that major investors 

French students win battle with state 
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I TS LAWS ARE CO BWE BS FO R THE RI CH 

The recent student demonstrations 
in Paris were an unexpected and unfor­
seen shock to the rightest government 
of Prime Minister Jacques Chirac. They 
were prompted in protest of a proposal 
by the Ministry of Education to "upgrade" 
and "modernize" the French universities. 
The educational situation in France is 
already elitist, but Alain Devaquet's now 
legendary proposal would have made it 
more so. 

The government's proposed legisla­
tion consisted of (1) raising the price 
of university tuition, (2) giving universi­
ties the power to issue their own diplo­
mas, and (3) giving universities the r,ight 
to determine who gets to enroll where. 
Basically rt would make the French sys­
tem and its students more expensive, 
more selective and more competitive. 

The movement was initiated by a 
few activists (including members of the 
Groupe de la Coordination Libertai re 
Anarchiste) who sparked the anger of 
some students and then fanned and flam­
ed interest till it produced a general de­
monstration on Thursday, Nov. 27th when 
the law was to be presented to the par-
1 iament. Despite the last-minute tactic 
of postponing discussion of the bi II to 
the following day, roughly 100,000 stu-

dents showed up· at the National Assem­
bly building in an amazingly peaceful 
demonstration that was also followed up 
the next day. When the education mi­
nistry chose to deny their demands, stu­
dents planned a stronger demonstration 
for the following week. 

On Dec. 4th a five-mile long ga­
thering of from 300,000 to 500,000 stu­
dents showed up in Paris from all over 
France at the Place des lnvalides, where 
the relatively peaceful crowds used pas­
sive resistance and avoided clashes. Ne­
vertheless, 200 people were iniured, of 
which only 4 were cops. In one report­
ed example of police behavior, when a 
group of students was asked to move 
back and complied, police immediately 
used the space to charge the students 
with gas grenades and stunners. 

The reported seriously wounded in­
cluded a student (a member of the 
French Anarchist Federation from Brit­
tany) who got his eye blown away by 
a cop who fired his stunner at his face, 
and another who got his hand blown off. 
There were, of course, countless others 
who were hospitalized, but whose par­
e11ts were advised by hospital personnel 
to avoid pub I icity. 

During another spontaneous student 
demonstration the next day Malik Ousse­
kine, a French Algerian, was beaten se­
verely by the PVM, motorcycle cops who 
work in teams with a .driver in front and 
a cop in back with a club. After be­
ing chased down by one of these teams, 
Malik was followed into the foyer of an 
apartment bui I ding where he died. The 
official cause of death was listed as a 
heart attack, and police are still trying 
to convince the public of this. However, 
his death presaged a seven h_our battle 
between students and riot police the 
next night, after which Prime Minister 
Chirac withdrew the university reform 
bill fearing continuing demonstrations. 

The amazing thing about all this 
was that there really were no leaders. 
There was no single spokesperson for the 
students. There were a few who spon­
taneously took charge in situations, but 
as far as I could find out, people pretty 
much organized themselves. And it was 
well organized, almost too well. All the 
"green armbands" walked together, all 
the "helmets" stayed in groups, all the 
parents, all the unions, even the street 
painters were in two small groups. 

Alison Gross 
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Free Avi Naftel 
Avi Naftel is an anarchist who h as 

been imprisoned in the Arizona State  
Peni tent i ary for the last  f ive years with 
another twenty years rem aining o f  his 
sentence. His convict ion was for aggra­
vated assault and kidnapping, though the 
incident which led to his incarcerat i on 
was apparen tly only a response of self­
defense to a threat of violence m ade by 
an Ar izona  cop. He and his wife were 
backpack ing along a northern Ari zona 
highway on their way to Nevada when a 
State  Police officer stopped them and 
demanded I .D. Avi re fused to com ply, 
and based his refusal on the illegalit y  of 
the cop 's  demand according to our sup­
posed "civi l r i g hts. " The cop pu l le d  out 
her gun and cocked the ham m er, and 
fearing that he would be shot, Avi dis­
armed her. Other cops soon arrived on 
the scene and Avi and his wife ended 
up tak ing the firs t cop hostage i n  her 
car in o rder t o  escape. They were 
chased for abou t an hou r  u n t il they were 
"ambushed" at a ro<idblock near the 
Hoover Dam. After negotiating for a 
few hours Avi surrendered w he n  the 
press arr i ved (ho p i ng that it would help 
insure that  ne i ther he nor h is wife wou l d  
b e  shot in front o f  wit nesses ). 

Avi was sentenced to 15 years for 
aggravated assault · and ten years for kid­
napping. He h as never been convic ted 
of any other o f fense in his life. The 
cop he disarmed went back to work the 
next day with no apparen t  phys ical or 
e mot ional proble m from the incident,  
yet Avi has been treated as though he 
is a v iolent threat  to the s tate  of Ari­
zon a. 

Avi has recently found  that  he is 
eligible to be. transferred to the country 
in which he holds citizenship,  according 
to a t reaty  between the U.S. and Great  
Britain ( the United K i ngdom ) which in­
c l u des th is  provision. At this  poi n t  only 
the Arizona Department  of Corrections 
(sic ) is holding back his request through 
use of a legal technicali ty.  So he is 

Mexican anarchists? 
It's always hard for foreigners to 

keep track of anarchist movements in 
countries where other languages are spo­
ken, but the lack of information in the 
U.S. press about mexican anarchists has 
always seemed extraordinarily puzzling 
to me because of their close proximity 
to the U.S. Although the Columbia 
Anarchist League receives occasional is­
sues of Tierra Y Libertad from Mexico 
City, these usually seem to consist of 
historical and theoretical articles with 
little mention of current activities in 
Mexico. And we haven't been able to 
establish contact with any of the other 
lesser known publications we've heard 
of. 

So, it was a surprise last year (on 
a quick visit to Mexico) to see anti-vote 
posters, with pictures of the anarchist 
Emiliano Zapata on them, posted around 
the city of La Paz. The posters stated 
(in Spanish), "Because the elections 
won't resolve people's problems--DON'T 
VOTE." They were published by the 
Comite de Unidad Juvenil-Popular "For 
the organization and conscious integra­
tion of youth in the popular struggle." 
Does anyone know if this is an anarchist 
grouping, or if there is any anarchist 
influence within it? 
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International Anarchist News 
now asking for public support for his 
transfer through let ters and calls to the 
authorities listed below asking that  his 
transfer be comp leted to England (where 
h is sentence would likely be reduced or 
terminated ). If you would like to help 
in this  e ffort, please write to: 

Mr. Sam Lew is, Director 
Arizona Dept. of Corrections 
1601 West J efferson 
Phoenix, AZ. 85007 

Mr. David Neal 
Hom e Office 
Criminal Policy Dept. 
Queen Anne's Gate 
London SW! 9AT, England 

Governor Evan Mecham 
1700 West Washing ton 
Phoenix, AZ. 85007 
Phone: (602) 255-4331 

Mr. Phi lip T. White 
Office of International Affairs 
C riminal Division 
POB 7413 
Ben franklin Station 
Washing ton , DC 20044 

for more information on Avi Naftel 
and his case you can write to free Avl 
Naftel, POB 1313, Lawrence, KS. 66044. 
In l e tters to the au thorities above you 
shoul d  use A vi's fu l l  name,  Arnold Naftel, 
along wit h  his prison #45287. 

� 
Police force their way Into squatted buildings in Hamburg, Germany last fall. 

Squatters fight back in Europe 
On the 14th of September last 

year the young autonom ist squatters 
movement in Denmark began a 9-day 
uprising in defense of the community 
center they had built in a building they 
have occupied illegally for 3! years. The 
uprising began in response to a planned 
attempt to evict the autonomists. Ten­
sion had already been rising ever since 
the movement had trashed the biggest 
South African firm doing business in Den­
mark in the previous month (that action 
included the building of burning barri­
cades around a police station in order 
to prevent pol ice interference). The chief 
of pol ice declared that the autonom ist 
center, "Ryesgade 58 is a cancer cell 

Bioregionalism 
Continued from page 9 

t u rned off their TV's <ind refused their 
places as com placent  consum ers w i t h i n  
m ass socie ty,  n o r  have_ I yet found <iny 
one square m ile of the ear th which h<is­
n ' t  been claimed by a nat ion-sta te. I n  
fact, despite Sale 's w ishfu l thi n k ing o n  
these subjects,  I can ' t  h e l p  b u t  be i m­
pressed by the con tinual  expansion of 
the industrial economy into more and 
m ore areas of I i  fe and regions o f  the 
world. I t ' s  also hard to ignore the in­
creas ing sophist ication and e f fect i veness 
of all the new techniques and technolo­
gies of soc i al cont rol. And as far as 
nat ion-s t_a t es going the way of the dodo 
--1 only w ish! 

What Sale seems to have done here 
is to  confuse super f icia l trends with fun­
damental changes. He actually appe<irs 
to believe th<it because there were "six 
acknow ledged e m p i res" in 1945, and only 
"two un acknowle dged ones" now, that we 
have somehow made progress ' And he 
sees an a l most cosmic signi ficance i n  
the fact that t here <ire more nation­
states now than i n  the recent pas t,  as 
if an increase i n  the abso l u t e  nu mber o f  
au thor i tarian . i nsti t u tions means we 're 
now better off! And t h e n ,  Sale's ec­
s tasy over the rise of regionalis m in re­
cent  years is supposedly verified by sub­
versive fac t s  such as The Wall Street 
Journal beg inning "a weekly co l umn of 
Am e r ican regional reports  in 1982," and 
the nu mber of reg ional planners having 
"expanded expone n t ially ( today there are 
16,000 professionals)," and again in 1969 

in Danish society," after the heavily 
barricaded center had been unsuccessfully 

· besieged for 3 days last February. The 
uprising began when a planned support 
march broke away from its route and 
charged the Ryesgade area. The pol ice 
were completely fooled, barricades were 
built and a neighboring building housing 
the newly arrived US war firm Sperry 
(computers for Cruise and Pershing mis­
siles) was completely trashed. During the 
9-day uprising which followed the auto­
nom ists successfully held off police at­
tacks with molotovs, fireworks, and bricks 
until they reluctantly decided to clear 
out rather tl1an face more determined 
police attacks.Source: Black Flag, London 

" t h e  O ffice of Management an-<l the Bud­
get issued its 'A-95' regu l ation creating 
regiona l  p l anning and deve lopm ent c lear­
ing houses .... " Ul t i mately t h e  weight  of 
irre l evan t  information Sa l e  brings to 
bear is revea ling of how qua l i tatively 
e m p t y  his v i sion rea l ly is of content. 
If these inanities a l l  cou n t  as re m ar k a b l e  
h arbingers o f  a bioregion a l  society ,  I'd 
rather do without, t h a n k  you. 

But  w ai t ,  l e t 's move on to Sa l e ' s  
" f u ture  visions" where we can discover 
with native A mer ica ns that "we are, a l l  
things considered, b e t t er o ff today be­
cause C o l u mbus d reamed o f  finding 
I ndia. " (Did I hear a snicker? Quiet ! )  
Or, more impor t a n t ly, were you aware 
that one s t udy of regio n a l  atti t udes "d is­
covered t h a t  peop l e  i n  this cou n t ry see 
t h e msel ves as i n h a biting n o  fewer than 
295 re gions. " (These i nclude our own 
loca l  region here in mid- Missou ri, "Lit t l e 
D i x i e." How r a d ica l ! )  Or, how abo u t, 
"The bioregio n a l  i d e a l  has the potentia l  
to join what  are  t r a ditional ly t hought 
o f  as R i g h t  and Le f t  in A merica because -
it is bui l t upon and appeals  to v a l ues 
that, a t  bot tom, are shared by those 
who identify with those two tendencies. 
They have in common, for examp l e, a 
be lie f in l ocal con t ro l ,  sel f-reliance,· 
t o w n - mee ting democracy, commu n i ty 
power, and  dece n t r a l ism . . . .  " (Maybe I 
don ' t  k now t h e  righ t  peop le, b u t  p l e ase 
t e l l  me where are there any great  n u m­
bers o f  right-wingers or l e f t i s t s  who 
really sh are t h ese be liefs ? )  

B u t  we o n l y  get  a c lear v i e w  of  
how lit t l e  meaning t here is  t o  the w ho l e  
concept o f  bioregion a lis m when Sa le  re­
vea l s  th at, not on ly  is biore gional ism not 
revo l u t ior:ary (i.e. not wil ling to con f ront 

Anarchy notes 
At long last here's Anarchy # 13. 

Due to a long series of interruptions it's 
out about 4 months later than I'd plan­
ned and is 8 pages longer, too. My 
apologies to those of you who've been 
waiting in anticipation on the edges of 
your seats! The only consolation is that 
the next issue shouldn't take nearly as 
long--and maybe we'll be back to a 
roughly bimonthly print schedule for the 
rest of th is year. 

For those who care, the print run 
for this issue is 7,000. The last issue 
of Anarchy (#12) included a copy of The 
Gentle Anarchist (a Lawrence, Kansas 
paper) inside. Unfortunately, our differ­
ing schedules, as well as the hundreds 
of miles between our locations, will pro­
bably make concurrent pub I ishing a rare 
event in the future, though we hope to 
try it again sometime soon. Also, I was 
unable to credit the cover of Anarchy 
#12 in the last issue due to my own 
temporary amnesia regarding its source-­
so thanks are due to Just Termites who 
created the striking collage we reprinted. 
In this issue a similar faux pas almost 
occurred when I forgot to credit the 
"Telephone terrorism" piece on page 2 
to the Bound Together Newsletter, which 
has since discontinued. pub I ishing. Bound 
Together Bookstore, however, is still in 
business at 1369 Haight Street, San 
Francisco, CA. 94117 with a large and 
fairly comprehensive mai I order catalog 
available. 

And while I'm thanking people, I 
should note that we really appreciate 
al I the subscriptions we receive, the let­
ters of encouragement, and those extra 
donations which keep Anarchy afloat. 
For those who'd I ike to help in other 
ways, we still need extra hands for dis­
tributing issues in mid-Missouri, around 
town, on the college campuses, at high 
schools and in outlying towns in Boone 
County and beyond. We're also looking 
for more contributors--especially for ori­
ginal art & graphics, and for short fic­
tions. And, of course, everyone is in­
vited to contribute to our letter column. 
Unfortunately, due to the long interval 
between issues, the letters column this 
time is overflowing, so, if your letter 
doesn't appear here in #13, wait for #14 
to come along soon. 

And last, but not least, I should 
note that I was intending to pub I ish a 
close look at the Greek anarchist move­
ment in this issue, but due to a lack 
of space, it has also been postponed to 
Anarchy # 14. Lev Chemyi 

se r iously the task o f  dest roying the  cur­
ren t  syst e m  of hierarchic a l  power), b u t  
t h a t  "it regards ques tions o f  n a tion a l  
scope t o  b e  . . .  genuine ly i rre levant . . . .  Take 
care of the commu n i ties, develop the  
regions, t a p  the  l oc a l  mani fest a tions o f  
t h e  charact e r  inhere n t  in t h e  American 
peop l e, and the Federa l  s t ruc t u re can 
become quite i rre levan t . "  Just forget  
abou t U.S.  i mperia lism, t h e  prepara tions 
for "winning" Wor l d  War lll, the  massive 
power o f  mu l t i -natio n a l  corporat ions and  
the compl icity o f  the  s t a t e  in the de­
s truc tion o f  our environmen t. We' l l  
throw ou t a few p latitudes ;;ind a cliche 
or two, and every t hing wi l l  be f ine. 
"Take care o f  the pennies and the 
pounds wi l l  take care o f  t h e mse l ves. " 

. P lay in your own back yard and t h e  
b u l ly on t h e  b lock won ' t  bother you any-
more !  Sim p l e  <inswers to com p l ex ques­
tions. I t 's a ll so easy and reassuring . . .  
why be radical any more? 

ANO CHAINS O F  STEEL FOR THE POOR. 
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Col lected by Er ich Scheurmann t������������������������������� locb ilie ili�gs o f  t � Great S�rit.  

I l lustrations by Joost Swarte _. __ _.,., . .  
, 

The Papalagi are poor because they 
pursue things l ike m adm en. Without Translated by Mart in  Beumer 
things they cannot l ive at a l l. 

Editor's note: The Papalagi (pronounced 
pa·pa· ra ·he, or so I was to l d  by the or i ­
g inal  Eng l ish pub l i shers, Rea l Free Press 
in Amsterdam) is a co l lect i on of 
speeches wri tten by the South Pac i f i c  
ch ief Tu i avi i o f  T i avea and intended for 
h i s  people.  They f i rst appeared in a 
German ed i t i on somet ime in the ea r l y  
twent i es, i n  a trans l at i on b y  h i s  fr i end 
Eric Scheurmann. A trans lation w as 
pub l i shed in Dutch in 1929, from which 
the Eng l i sh trans l at i on was then m?de 
in 1971. As becomes qui ck l y  apparent 
when one reads i t, The Papalagi is a 
sort of cr i t i ca l  reverse anthropo l ogy i n  
w h i ch white, european c i v i l i zat i on i s  
throrough l y  d i ssected and eva l uated w i th 
the puzz l ed contempt that it so we l l  de­
serves from the "pr i m i t i ve" perspect i ve. 

I ou can a lso recogn i z e  the 
Papal agi by his wish for 
m a king us wise and because 
he tel ls  us that we are poor 

and wretched, and in need of his 
help and his pity,  because we pos­
sess nothing. 

Al low m e  to exp lain to you, 
dear brothers from the m any is­
lands, what that is a thing. A 
coconut is a thing, a flyswatter, 
a loincloth, the she l l ,  the finger­
ring, the food-bowl and the head­
dress, they are all things. But 
there are two di fferent kinds of 
things. There are things m ade by 
the Great Spirit wi thout seeing i t  
and we, the chi ldren o f  the earth, 
have no trouble obtaining the m .  
L ike for instance t h e  coconu t ,  the 
banana and the seashe l l .  Then 
there are the things m ade by the 
people wi th m uch work and 

-�hard-

ship, things l ike the rings for the 
fingers, flyswatters and foodbow ls. 
Now the alii (white men) think 
that we h ave a need for the things 
m a de by their hands, for they cer­
tainly don ' t  m ean the things provid­
ed for us by the Great Spiri t. Be­
cause, who can be richer than us 
and who can possibly possess more 
things from the Great Spirit than 
exactly us? Throw your eyes a­
round to the furthest hori zon, 
where the wide blue expanse rests 
on the rim of the wor ld. Every­
thing is fu l l  of great things: the 
jungle with its wild pigeons, hum­
m i ngbirds and parrots, the l agoons 
with their sea-cucum bers, shel ls  
and m arine l i fe, the sand with its 
shining face and smooth skin,  the 
great water that can rage l ike a 
band of warriors or s m i le l ike a 
taopou ( May-queen) and the wide 
blue dom e that ch anges color every 
hour and carries l arge flowers that 
b less us with gold and si lver l ight.  
Why be so foo l ish as to produce 
more things, now that we have so 
m any outstanding things already, 
given us by the Great Spiri t him­
se l f ?  Anyway, we w i l l  never be 
able to better his workings, be­
cause our spirit is weak and puny 
and the power o f  the Great Spirit  

T O  BE G O V E R N E D  I S  T O  B E  WATC H E D ,  

I N SP E CT E D ,  SPI E D  O N ,  

SPttc�tS BY 

TUl�'l l l OF Tl t..\IEt.. 
A SAMOAN Cl-lit!= 

is m ighty, com p ared to his l arge 
and omnipotent hands, ours are 
s m a l l  and weak. The things they 
can m ake are puny and not worth 
speaking about. We can m ake our 
arm longer with a stick and en­
large the hol low formed by our 
b ands with a tanoa ( a  wooden bowl 
on three or four legs, used for pre­
paration of a native 

·
drink) ,  but 

there hasn ' t  been a single Samoan 
or Papalagi yet who succeeded in 
m aking a palm t ree or a kavap l ant. 

Now those Papal agi think they 
can do a lot and that they are 
as strong as the Great Spirit. For 
that reason, thousands and thou­
sands of h ands do nothing but m ake 
things, from dawn to dusk. Man­
made things, o f  which we know no 
purpose nor beauty. And the Pa­
p a l agi inveut more and more things. 
Their hands burn, their faces turn 
ashen and their backs are bent ,  but 
s t i l l  they burst i n to happiness when 
they ' ve succeeded in m aking a new 
th ing. And a l l  of a sudden, every­
body wants to h ave such a new 
th ing; they put it in front of the m ,  
adore . i t a n d  s i n g  i t s  praise in their 
l angu age. 

Oh brothers, strengthen my 
beliefs, for I ' ve looked straight 
through the Papa l agi and seen his 
in tentions as clear as if i l l u m inated 
by the m i dday sun. Because he 
des t roys all  the things o f  the 
Great Spirit.  Wherever he comes, 
he wants to bring to l i fe again, 
on his own power, those things 
that he first k i l led and then wants 

to m ake h i m se l f  believe he is the 
Great Spirit h i m se l f, because he 
produces so m any things. 

Bro thers, try to im agine that 
at this very mom ent a storm wou l d  
r i s e  a n d  s t r i p  away a l l  t h e  jungles 
and mountains, that from the la­
goon a lso the she l l s  and crayfish 
wou l d  be taken away and not even 
a hibiscus-flower woul d  be left for 
our girls to wear in their hair, try 
to i m agine th a t  everything we see 
around us had suddenly disappeared, 
so that nothing wou ld be left and 
the sand and the earth woul d  have 
becom e l ike the palm o f  your hand 
or the h i l l  over which the m ag m a  
h as flowed. Then w e  woul d  have 
to mourn over the p a l m t ree, over 
the she l l s  and the jungle we wou l d  
have to mourn over everything. 
Where all the huts o f  the Papal ag i  
are gathered, a l l  those h u t s  that 
they cal l  a town, there the l and is  
as bald as the palm o f  your hand 
and that ' s  one o f  the reasons that 
the Papa l agi has gone so ft in the 
head and pl ays being the Great 
Spirit in person,  so as not to think 
o f  all the things they lost. Because 
they are so deprived and because 
their l and h as become so dreary 
they collect things l ike a foo l co l ­
lects dead leaves a n d  fi l ls  his  h u t  
with t h e m  unti l  a l l  avai l able space 
is occupied. Tha t ' s  why he envies 
us and hopes to m ake us poor as 
he is h i m se l f. 

It is a sign of great poverty, 
when som ebody needs much, be­
cause that way he proves that he 

When they've m ade themse l ves an 
object out o f  the b ackshield o f  a 
turtle,  u sed to straighten their hair 
back, they m ake a skin for that 
too l ,  and for the skin they m ake a 
box, and for that box they m ake 
a b igger box. They pack every­
thing away in skins and boxes. 
There are boxes for loincloths, for 
upper cloths and under cloths, for 
washing c loths, m outhcloths and 
a l l  other k inds of cloths. Boxes 
for hand-skins and foot-skins, for 
the round m e t a l  and the heavy 
paper, for their food and their holy 
book, for everything you can ima­
gine. When one thing wou ld be 
enough, they m ake two. When you 
com e inside a european cooking-hut,  
you see so m any food-bow ls and 
cooking-tools that i t  is i m possible 
to use them all .  And for every 
dish there is a di fferent tanoa, 
there ' s  one for the water and ano­
ther one for the european kava, 
one for the coconuts and another 
one for the grapes. 

There are so m any things in­
side a european hut that, even i f  
everym a n  from a Samoan v i l l age 
wou ld take out an arm load, the peo­
ple l iving in it wou ld not be . able 
to carry the rem a i nder out.  In 
every hut there are so m any things 
that the white gen t lemen e m p loy 
m any persons just for putting those 
things on the spot where they be­
long and to c lean the sand off 
them. And even the highest born 
taopou uses a great dea l of her 
t i m e  to count ,  rearrange and clean 
all her things. 

You a l l  know, brothers, that I 
speak the truth as I ' ve seen it with 
m y  own eyes, without adding to 
m y  s tory nor holding back any. So 
believe m e  when I tell you that 
there are people i n  europe that 
press a fire-stick to their foreheads 
and k i l l  themselves, because they 
would rather not l ive at all than 
being forced to l ive wi thout things. 
Because in every possible way the 
Papal agi con fuse their m inds and 
fool themse l ves into thinking that 
man cannot l ive wi thout things, as 
he cannot l ive without food. 

Also because o f  that, I ' ve 
never been able to find a hut in 
europe where I could rest on m y  
m a t  properly, w i t h  nothing hinder­
ing my l i m bs when I wanted to 
stretch m yse l f  out. A l l  those 
things throw f l ashes of light around 
or cry out loud with the voices of 
their colors, so that I couldn ' t  
close m y  eyes quie t l y. Never could 
I f ind the true repose there and 
never be fore was m y  longing for my 
Samoan hut so strong; the hut 
where there is nothing but s leeping 
mat and bedro l l  and nothing dis­
turbs us but the so ft seabree ze. 

The ones that only have few 
things, c a l l  themselves poor and 
unhappy. No Papalagi sings or 
goes through l i fe with a twinkle 
in his eye, l ike we do, when his 
only possession is his foodbowl. 
When the men and women o f  the 
white man's wor l d  would resi de in 
our huts, they wou ld mourn and 
grieve and they woul d  have wood 
fe tched from the forest quickly and 
turt le-she l ls, g l ass, stee l-wire and 
g audy stones and m uch, m uch more. 
And they would move their hands 
from morning t i l l  nigh t ,  u n t i l  the 
Samoan hut would be f i l led with 
l arge and small  objects that break 
eas i l y  and are des t ructable by fire 
and rain, so that rep l acements have 
to be m a de all the t i m e. 

Continued on page 7 
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The more things you need, 
the better a european you are. 
That ' s  why the h ands o f  the Papa­
lagi are never s t i l l ,  they ' re always 
m aking things. That is the reason 
that the faces o f  the white peopl e  
o f t e n  l o o k  s o  tired a n d  s a d  and 
that is a lso the reason why only 
a few o f  them can find the t i m e  
t o  look at t h e  things from the 
Great Spiri t or play in the v i l l age­
square, com pose happy songs or 
dance in the l ight on a holiday and 
derive pleasure from their heal thy 
bodies, as is possible for al l  o f  us. 

nothing their whole l i fe but dip 
hairs in  colored JUices and w i t h  
t h e m  throw beaut i fu l  m i rror-im ages 
on white m at s. All the fine words 
o f  God they write down, as bright 
and colorfu l  as they can. They 
a lso m o l d  people from soft c l ay, 
without any loincloths; gi l ls  with 
free movements, de l i gh t fu l  as the 
taopou o f  Matautu and i m ages of 
m en, brandishing c lubs and spying 
on the wild pigeon in the forest. 
People m ade out o f  stone, for 
which the Papalagi build l arge fes­
tival  huts,  whereto people t rave l 
from l arge distances to enjoy their 
grace and beauty. They stand in 
front o f  them wrapped tightly in  
their loincloths and shiver. I ' ve 
seen Papalagi weep, when adm iring 
the beauty they have lost t he m ­
se lves. 

also."  He meant that we had to 
use the strength of our hands to 
m ake things, things for ourselves, 
but m ainly things for the Papalagi.  
We m ust be m ade tired, bent down 
and grey too. 

Bro thers of the m any is l ands, 
we m ust keep our eyes wide open, 
because the words of the Papa l agi 
taste l i ke sweet bananas, but they 
are fu l l  of  hi dden arrows that are 
out to kill all light and g ladness 
inside o f  us. Let 's  never forget 
that,  except for the things given 
us by the Great Spirit ,  we need 
only very l i t t le. He has given us 
eyes to see his things. You need 
m ore than a l i fe t i m e  to see them 
all. And never did a greater l ie  
pass the l ips of  a hum an being as 
when the white m an said to us 
that the th ings from the Great 
Spiri t have l i t t l e va lue, bu t that 
the th ings they produce are very 
use fu l and valuable. Their own 
things, so num erous and g l i t tering 
and shining, throw seduct ive g lances 
our way and thrust themse lves upon 
us, but they never m ade a Papala­
gi's body more beau t i fu l ,  his eyes 
more shiny or his senses keener. 
That ' s  another reason that their 
things have l i t t l e  value and the 

They have to m ake things. 
They have to hold on to their 
things. The things l atch the m se l ves 
to them and crawl over them l ike 
an ar m y  of tiny sand-an ts. They 
com m i t  the most hideous c r i m es, 
i n  cold blood, only to get m ore 
th ings. They don' t  m ake war to 
sat i s fy their m a le pride, or to 
m a tch their streng th, but only to 
obtain things. 

Sti l l ,  they are a l l  aware of 
the great waste their l i fe is, o ther­
wise there wou ldn ' t  be so m any 
Papalagi o f  high s tanding that do 

Now the white m a n  wants to 
m ake us rich by bringing us his 
t reasures, his  things. But those 
things are l ike poison arrows that 
k i l l  those in whose breasts they 
have lodged. I once overheard a 
m an who knew our i s l ands wel l ,  
saying, "We m us t  force new needs 
upon the m . "  Needs are things! And 
that wise m an spoke further; "Then 
they can be put to work easier 

Columbia Anarchist League books 
BEG I N  AT STA RT by Su 
Negr i n  

So m e  thoughts  on p e r ­
s o n a l  l i bera t ion and  wor l d  
ch ange:  Beg i n  a t  su r v i va l .  
Begi n  w i t h  our  own u n free ­
dom . Beg i n in o u r  own d a i l y 
l i ves.  The personal is po l i ­
tica l because a change i n  
t h e  in t i ma t e  power r e lation­
sh ips  o f  o u r  e veryday l i ves 
i s  necessary for a free 
wor l d. The pol i t i c a l  is per­
son a l  because we need the  
power  t o  deter mine our  own 
I i  ves. 1 73pp $3.05 

L E TTERS OF I N S U R G E NTS 
by Soph i a  Nachalo and 
Y arostan Vochek 

An in t rica t e l y  woven 
and i ncredibly  absorb i ng t a l e  
o f  t h e  l i ves o f  t wo eas tern  
eu ropean r a d ic a l s who p lay­
ed quite differe n t  par t s  i n  
a n  i nsu rrec t i o n ary period 

· d u ring t h e i r you t h s ,  a n d  
whose red i scovery o f  each  
o t h e r  across co n t i ne n t s  h e l ps 
t h e m  uncover som e of t h e  
hidden m ea ni ng s  o f  t h e i r  
own p a s t  and p rese n t  " r a d i ­
c a l i s m . "  83 1 pp $6.70 

THE EGO A N D  I TS OWN by 
Max St i mer 

The u l t i m a t e  case of 
the i n d i v i dual  agai ns t  au t h or­
i t y ,  and a n  unsurpassed c r i ­
tiq ue o f  a l l  i deology.  366pp 
$7.50 

A P R I M E R  OF · L I BE R T  A R I AN 
E D UCATION by Joel Spr i ng 

"Sp r i n g  p l aces t h e r a ­
d i cal c ha l l enge i n t o  i t s  o w n  
t ra d i t io n  o f  l i be r t a r ian a n a r ­
chy  . • .  " - Ivan I l l ich .  1 57pp 
$7.20 

S I TUAT I ON IST I NT E R NA · 

TIONAL ANTHOLOG Y ed i ·· 
ted by Ken Knabb 

A n  i n d i s pe n s i b l e  co l l ec­
t ion o f  artic l e s  from the S. I . ,  
o n e  o f  the groups w h i c h  con­
t r i buted m os t  to the rede fi ­
n i t io n o f  conte m p o r n r y  rn d i ­
c u l i s m .  406pp $9.05 

THE REVOL U T I O N  OF 
EVE R Y DA Y  L I FE by Raou l 
Vane i gem 

A powerfu l book de­
v elop i ng the  t h e m e  o f  r a d i ­
c u l  subjec t i v i t y ,  by a then­
member of  the S i tuat i o n i s t  
I n ter n a t io n a l .  2 1 6pp $6.75 

SOC I E T Y  OF THE SPECTA­
C L E  by Guy Debord 

O ne of the t wo m ajor 
texts t o  come out of the 
S i t ua t i o n ist I ntern a t ional.  " In  
societi e s  where m odern con­
d it ions  o f  production pre v a i l  
a ll of l i fe presents itsel f 
us an i m m en se accumul ation 
o f  s pectacles. Every th i ng 
that was d i rectly l i ved has 
m o ved away i nto a re prese n ­
t a t i o n . "  ( from the tex t )  22 11 
$2.35 

AGAI NST H IS-STO R Y ,  
AGAI NST L E V I ATHAN by 
Fredy Per l m an 302pp $3.75 

D RAW I NG THE L I NE by 
Pau l Goodman 272pp $6.25 

THE I R RAT I ONAL IN POL I ­
T I CS by M a u r i c e  Br i n ton 

95pp $ 1 .55 

THE H I STO R Y  OF THE 
M A K H NOVIST M OVE M E N T  
by Peter Arsh i nov 284pp 
$2.80 

ON ORGANI ZAT I O N  by 
G i an n i  Col l u  and Jacques 
Carn atte 40pp $.50 

E SSA Y S  ON M A R X 'S 
T H E O R Y  OF VAL U E  by I . I .  
Rub i n  275pp $4 .45 

THE A N A R C H I STS OF 
CASAS V I EJAS by Jerome 
M i ntz 336ppHC $7.20 

A P E O P L E ' S  H ISTO R Y  OF 
THE U N I T E D  STATES by 
Howard Z i nn 6 1 4pp $7.70 

WAYS TO SE L F  R U L E  by 
George F i scher 244ppHC 
$7.35 

WITH THE PEASANTS OF ABC OF ANARCH ISM by 
ARAGON by August i n  Souchy Alexander' Berkman 86pp 
Bauer 1 45pp $3.60 $2.80 

THE STATE by Franz 
Oppenhe i mer 1 22pp $3.75 

THE POL I T I CS OF U RBAN 
L I BE RAT I ON by Stephen 
Schecter 203pp $8. 75 

COLLEC TIVE S  IN THE 
SPA N I SH REVOLU T I O N  by 
Gaston Leval 368pp $7. 70 

THE M A N I F ESTO OF PEACE 
A N D  F RE E D O M ;  The A l ter­
native to the Com m u n ist 
M a n i festo by K.H.Z. 
So l ne m an 234pp $ 1 1 .25 

K ROPOT K I N  by M art i n A. 
M i l l er 342pp $3.20 

THE H I STORY OF SHOC K 
TREAT M E N T  by Leonard 
F rank 206pp $8.50 

VISION ON F I RE ;  E m m a  
Goldman o n  the Spa n i sh 
Revol u t ion edi ted by Dav i d  
Porter 346pp $7 .00 

M A L A  TEST A; L i fe & I deas 
ed i ted by Vernon R ichards 

309pp $5.40 

JOU RNE Y T H R O U G H  
U T O P I A  by M a r i e  L ou i se 
Berne r i  339pp $5.55 

THE M O D E R N  C R ISIS by 
Mur ray Bookch i n  1 67pp 
$7.00 

THE R A D I C A L T R A D I T I O N  
by R ichard G o m b i n  1 53ppHC 
$5.45 

BL A C K L ISTE D NEWS; Secret 
H i stor ies from C h icago to 
1 984 by the New Y ipp i e  
Book Col l ective 733pp 

$ 1 0.95 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
REVOL UTIONA R Y  ST R U G ­
G L E  by Ratgeb (Vane i ge m )  

45pp $2.30 

Q U I E T  R U M O U RS; An 
Anarcho-fem i n ist Anthology 

72pp $2.80 

N E U T RON G U N  by Gerry 
Reith 69pp $2.50 

THE REF USAL OF W O R K  
f ro m  Echanges et Mouve­
ment 64pp $ 1 .50 

D Y NA M I T E ;  A Century of 
C lass V iolence i n  A merica 
by Lou is Ada m i c  224pp 
$7.25 

THE CONQ UEST OF BREAD 
by Peter K ropotk i n  2 1 3pp 
$8.75 

THE R USSIAN TRAG E D Y  
b y  Alexander Ber k m a n  

93pp $4.50 

THE BOLSH E V I K S  AND 
WORKER'S CONTROL by 
Maur ice Br i nton 86pp $2.05 

THE CONTI N U ING APPEAL 
OF NAT ION A L I SM by F redy 
Per l man 58pp $ 1 .50 

Ordering info. 
T hese are so m e  of the 

m ajor t i t l es we stock . All 
the above t i tles plus many 
more we don ' t  have room 
to list here are avai lable on 
cons i gn ment at our local 
food cooperat i ve, the 
COL U M BI A  C O M M U N I T Y  
G ROCE R Y ,  at 1 1 00 Locust 
St reet. T hey are also ava i l ­
ab le postpai d  from the 
Col u m b i a  Anar c h i st League, 
POB 380, Columbia,  MO. 
65205. The Com m u n i ty G ro­
cery also carr i es m an y  cur­
rent anarchist per iodicals on 
its m agaz i ne cons i g n m en t  
shelves. And , of course, 
the latest A NA R C H Y  I s  al­
ways avai l able in the news­
paper m ac h i ne out f ront! 

Available from the COLUMBIA COMMUNITY GROCERY 
at 1100 LOCUST St. 
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words they u t ter and force upon 
our aware ness force fu l l y ,  are 
thoughts steeped in veno m ,  the 
ejaculations of an evil spirit.  

Books Received 
The R ight to be Greedy; Theses on the 
Practical Necessity of Dem anding Every­
thing, by For Oursel ves, Coun cil for 
General ized Sel f-Management (Second 
edition,  publ ished by Loom pan ics U nl i ­
m i ted, POB 1197, Pt. Townsend,  WA. 
9836 8 ,  $ 5 . 9 5 ) .  

No o ne i n t Ne s t r d  i n  t h e  S i t u a t i o n i s t  I n ter­
n a t i ona l ,  phi l osoph i c a l  e g o i sm/ r a d i c a l  sub jec­
t i v i t y ,  d i a l e rt i c a l  a n d  c r i t i c n l theor y ,  t he c r i ­
t i q ues o f  i d e o l o g y  a n d  mora l i ty . . . t h a t  i s  t o  s a v ,  
no one who 's hal fway ser ious  nhou t  u ndPrs t a n <l ­
i n i1  t h e  t rajec i o ry o f  modern r a d ic a l i s m  ( a n d  i t s  
enemies) shou l d  m i ss t h i s  boo k .  A l t h ough i t s  
f laws a r e  o b v i o u s  u pon r e a d i n g ,  i t s  h a s i c  theme 
-- the reconc i l i a tion of t he co l l ec t i ve pro j e c t  
o f  revo l uti on ( trans forming t he wor l d )  w i t h  t he 
indi v i dual project of overcoming sel f-al ien a t i on 
(changing l ife ) - - is of c r i t i c a l  i m po r t a n c e  to our 
epoch . As 11oh n ! ack  says in his pre fac e to 
the second edi t i on, " I t 's a p i t y  For Ourse lves 

didn' t t r y  to Mar x i ze Sti rner es it S t i rneri z e <i  
Marx: then w e  m i ght have a bet ter sense o f  
t he level at whi c h  i t  ju st m ig h t  b e  poss i b l e t o  
harmon i z e  the two g reat revol u t i onary amora l ­
l s t s. "  But  that book unfor tu na te ly rema ins t o  
b e  w r i t ten. 

Principia Discordia; or How I Found 
Goddess and What I Did to Her When 
I Found Her, by Malac lypse the Younger 
( 5 th edition ,  pub l ished by Loo m panics 
U n l i m i t ed ,  POB 1197, Por t Tow nse n d ,  
WA. 98368 ,  $5. 9 5 )  

Since Bob Shea �m d R ober t A n t o n  W i l so n ' s  
l l lum inatus Trilogy f i rs t  appeared i n  1 975 ,  t h e  
Principia Dlscordia h as acq u i red someth ing of a 
repu t a t i on as a sor t of "underground c l ass i c. " 
In actual i t y, desp i te i t s  occasional w i t  and en­
ter t a ining sat i re, today it reads as a rather 
quain t  and p l ayfu l ,  thought not all that i llu m i ­
n a t ing, a t temp t  at t he dia lect i ca l  decons t ruc­
t ion of myst i c a l  re l i g ion . 

Based on the m y t h o log y of the ancient 
Greek goddess of s t r i fe, Eris ( the R oman Dis­
cord i a ) ,  t he Principia u n for t u nat e l y never rea l ly 
del ivers on t he promise con t a i ne d  in th i s 
mater i a l .  R a t her than devel oping the s tory 
into a sophist i c a t ed, yet humo rous, unfo l d ing of 
a non-a r i s tote l ian and anti-me taphysica l per­
spe c t i ve, it  ge i s  s t u c k  o n  a l e ve l o f  oversim­
p l ified (and t hus falsified) d i a l ect ics and a 
relat i ve l y  --na i v e  m P taphysics. Stil l ,  i t  was a 
promisi ng s t a r t ,  what w i t h  the "Sac red Chao," 
the "Hook of U t er us, " and t h e  " Epis t l e  to  t he 
P a r a n o i d s . "  A n d  i t  re m a i ns int erest ing despi te 
i t s  shor tcom i ngs. 

Native American Anarchism, by Eunice 
Schuster ( Reprin t of the  1932 e d i t i o n ,  
pub l i shed by Loo m panics  Un l i m i ted,  POB 
1197, Port Townsend,  WA. 98368, $9. 9 5 )  

The m os t annoyi ng th i ng about th i s  boc•k 
i s  i ts ( m i s)nam e. You m igh t t h i n k  from i t s  
t i t l e  that t h i s  book would examine t h e  t races 
o f  "pr i mi t i ve anarchy" to be fou n d  i n  the 
soci e t ies o f  the or i g inal inhabi t ants o f  A m er i c a  
before t he European colon i z a t ion destroyed 
them and t h e i r  world.  However,  i t i s  instead 
the s t o r y  o f  d issent i n g a n a rch i s t i c  c u r re n t s  
within th e ranks  o f  th ese al ien co l on i z ers,  w i th 
nary a ment ion of th e true nat ive Amer icans 
to be fou nd.  

However,  be that  as i t  m a y, this  book 
was a l so w r i t t e 1 1 w h i l e  t h l: m e 1 1 1 < , r i e s  of le m m a  
G o ld nr n n ' s i m p r i so n m ., 1 1 t  ( i n  J c f f e r " ' "  C i t y ,  
Misso u r i ) fo r  spe a k i ng " u t  a g a i 1 1 s t  t h e  WW I c o 1 1 -­
sc r i pt i o n a c t  a n d  h !! r  subse q u e n t  d e p o r t a t i on 
{ f ro m  t h e  U.S. i n  1 9 l !J J  were s t i l l fresh i n  the 
u u t h or ' s m i nc.J .  A s  .such,  i f  i s  a filsc i n u t i n g  r e ­
v ie w  o f  the rec u r r e n t  u rn l  1 1 1 u n i fo l d  m u v cm c 1 1 t :::; 
of a nan:h i s t s a n d  n e a r - a n a r c h i s ts in t h e  U . S .  
s i n ce t h e  I 600 ' s  as seen t h ro u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a 
s y m p a t h e t i c  u n arch i o t  h i s t o r i a n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  o f  t h is  e e n t u r y .  F ro m  l ' u r i t a 1 1  d i ssen t e rs 
a n d a n t i n o m i a ns t h rou g h  the arr i v a l  o f t h e  

Q u ak ers , f ro m  t h e  l l 1 1 i t a r i ,1 1 1 s  t o  t h e  T r ..i 1 1 sc c 1 1 -
de n t a l i s t s  a n d  A bo l i t  i o n b t s ,  t h e  e arly h i s to r y  
o f  A m er i c a n  C h r i s t i a 1 1  a n a rch i s m i s  e x a m i ned 
i n  sonie detai l .  Fol l o w i ng t h is ,  t h e  de ve l o p­
ment  uf A m e r i c a n  i nd i v i du a l i s t a n a r c h i s m  f ro m  
J os iah  W a r r e n  t o  Be 1 1j a m i n  T u c k e r  a n d  t h e i r  
d i s c i p l es i s  d iscussed , u1 1 t i l  i t ' s  e v en t ua l co l l i ­
s ion w i t h  t h e  reali t i es o f  b o t h  . a n  e n g u l f i n g  
i ndus t r ia l i sm and the " u l ie n  A m e r i c a n  a n a r c h i s m "  
o f  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  anarch is t m o ve­
m ent s resulted in i ts  d i sso l u t i o n  a n d  re l a t i v e  
abso r p t i o n .  

Fighting Back on the J ob, by Victo r  
Santoro ( publ i shed b y  Loo m p a n i c s  U nl i ­
m i ted, POB 1197, P t .  To wnse nd, WA. 
98368, $8 . 9 5 )  

T h i s  book i s  s o  hokey i t s  o f te n funny , bu t 
u n for t una te ly  i ts not funny enough to p r e v e n t  
i t  f rom being basic a l l y  bor i n g.  For those u n ­
i m a g i n a t i v e  enough t h a t  t hey c a n ' t c o m e  up  
w i t h  the s i m p l e  i d e a s  a n d  b a s i c  gu i de l i nes for 
a no nymous revenge co n t a i ned w i t h i n on t h e i r  
o w n ,  i t  m igh t b e  w i i r t h  spe n d i ng $8 .95 .  A s  
for t h e  res t o f  us,  t he r e  are p l e nt y o f  more 
i n t e llec t u all y ch a l leng i ng a n d  p r uc t i c u l l y  e x c i t ­
i ng books t h a t  need t o  b e  rea.d . 
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Dwellers in the Land; The Biore­
gional Vision, by K i rkpat rick Sale 
(publ ished by Sierra C l ub Books, 
San Francisco, 1 985 )  $ 1 4. 95  

K irkpatrick Sale is  n o  stranger 
to anarchists. Many of us have a l ­
ready encountered s o m e  o f  his con­
tribu t ions--notably his  history of 
Students for a Democratic Society, 
SDS, and his  m ajor work, Human 
Scale, both of which have an ob­
vious relevance to anarchi s ts. 

His most recent book, Dwel­
lers in the Land; The Bioregional 
Vision, expresses his con tinuing con-

w i t h  a l i t t le h u m i l i t y  as an  eco logica l  
soci a l  theory and explor ing i t s  poss ib le  
re l evance for  us  as such,  he i m m ed i a t e l y  
goes for a grandstand p lay  and portrays 
bioregional ism as a new re l ig ion.  Not  
on ly  is  bioregiona l ism supposed to be a 
theory about how we can l i ve i n  har­
mony with nature and with each other,  
but  m ore i mportant l y  for Sale,  i t ' s  a re­
l i g ion which requires that  we worsh i p  
"nat ure" i n  the guise o f  the e a r t h  god­
dess Gaea. What are we to m ake of 
th i s?  

There see m s  to be a very  pers is­
tent tendency am ong those i n t erested 
in  pushing ostensib l y  "radica l "  ecologica l  
vis ions to for m u l ate  them i n  e i ther b la­
tant ly  ideolog i c a l  or expl i c i t l y  re l igious 
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t i ons)  which h as a l l  but disappeared from 
the consciousness o f  the industr i a l i zed 
wor ld. 

Sa le  goes on to describe the re­
s u l t s  o f  abandoning  this respect for the 
earth,  o f  p lac ing more va lue i n  the  
wea l th  which can  be extracted from the  
earth  than i n  tht:J wea l t h  that  consists in  
living on an earth  perceived as our  home. 

And u ndoub t e d l y  non-ecolog ica l  hubr is  
has encouraged the  eventua l  co l lapse of  
m any  c iv i l i z a t ions be fore ou rs. Sale 
m e n t ions the  Mycenaeans,  the Rom ans, 
the Sumerians  and the Mayans among 
other  examp les. 

He thus p l aces our  own c iv i l i z at ion  
with in  th is  perspec t i ve ,  saying,  "But in  
no previous  soc i e t y  d i d  the abando n m e n t  

The bioregional vision 
cern for both the deve lopment of 
radical  soci a l  movements and the 
central i m port ance he attaches to 
the param eter o f  sca le in human 
l i fe. In fac t ,  his purpose is broader 
than this. In Dwellers in the Land 
he not only works out som e  of the 
m utual  i m p l ications involved i n  the 
reconci l i ation o f  these two m ajor 
concerns, he attempts to go even 
further by deve loping his version of 
a unit ary concept that wou ld sub­
sume both--the concept o f  biore­
gional i s m .  * 

Even i f  this were the extent 
o f  his  aims, Sale's book wou ld have 
an i n t ri nsic i n terest for an archists,  
who h ave always shared his con­
cerns for developing radical soc i a l  
m ove ments a n d  f o r  seeking a so­
ciety based upon a m ore humanly 
rational  scale. But he has taken a 
fu rther step and recently addressed 
h i m se l f  direct l y  to anarch ists,  both 
i n  a review article which appeared 
in Social Anarchism No. l 0 and in 
a (rather poorly edited) short i n ter­
view appearing i n  Kick It Over No. 
1 7. 

Indeed, in Social Anarchism 
he goes so far as to advocate 
"cross-po l l i-nat ion between the ad­
herents  o f  the ecologial  vision (ed. 
note: i.e. bioregionalism ) ,  who see m 
to badly need som e  human d i m en­
sion to their thought and som e 
g reater pol it ical  cast to their work, 
and the adherents of the anarcho­
com m un a l  v1s1on, who cou ld gain 
from the new insights provided by 
ecological  ana lyses and the energy 
of the growing number of people 
a t t racted to it." He bel ieves th at,  
"Properly gu ided, the Green move­
ments seem to o ffer a natura l  se t­
t i ng for these two political  phi loso­
phies to com b i ne and a natural 
m eans by which they can be car­
ried outward to a wider pub l ic. " 
It was with these com m ents i n  
m ind that I read his n e w  book, 
hoping to find a new and challeng­
ing hybri d i z ation o f  anarchist  and 
ecological the m es within an enco m ­
p assing "bioregional"  fram ework. 
However, I was sadly disappointed. 

U n l ike the str ident  polem ics issued 
by m an y  radica ls--anarchists  & ecologists  
a l ike--the tone o f  Sa le 's  book see ms cal­
c u l ated to keep readers calm and rat ional  
as they are exposed to the pote n t i a l l y  
threaten ing a n d  radica l ideas of  biore­
giona l ism.  U n fortunate ly ,  though,  not  
on ly  are the readers reac tions buffered 
by the som n a m b u l a n t  tone, but the radi­
c a l  i deas the m se l ves seem to have eva­
porated a long the way som ewhere. We ' re 
le f t  w i th  o n l y  a M i lquetoast v is ion which 
Sa le  m ight  more profi t a b l y  se l l  to new­
agers or neo- l i bera ls  rather than to 
anarchists. 

The prob l e m s  w i th  Sa le ' s  book be­
gin with its s tart and snowba l l  from 
there on. I n  the f i rs t  p l ace,  rather than 
casting the concept o f  bioregiona l i sm 

*The concept o f  bioregiona l i s m  i t se l f  i s  l a r g e l y  
a cre a t i o n  o f  the P l anet  D r u m  Fou n d a t ion a n d  
i t s  newsp aper Raise the Stakes. 

by Lev Chernyi 

ter m s. In th is  Sa le  is no d i fferent from 
Dev a l l  and Sessions w i t h  their "deep 
eco logy, " Murray Bookch i n  w i t h  his "so­
c i a l  ecology, "  or Spretnak and C apra 
with their spi r i t u a l i zed "green pol i t ics" 
(or,  to ment ion a loca l  boy not exac t l y  
i n  t h e  same league, bu t s t i l l  w i th  the 
same pretensions,  David Haenke with his  
rather more crude "po l i t ica l  ecology").** 

Of course this i s n ' t  too surpr is ing  
g iven the fact that  the phenomena of  
ideology and re l ig ion are  so pervas ive 
i n  our a l ienated soc i e t y  that  they vir­
tua l ly  define the l i m i ts o f  discourse for 
m os t  people. But ,  especi a l l y  when i t  
com es t o  ostens ib ly  radical  ecologica l 
though t ,  th is  shou l d  not be the case 
si nce it ought to be obvious to such peo­
ple that  we are precisely not separate 
from nature,  and that  we do not stand 
i n  a h ierarch ica l  re l a t ion to e i ther na­
ture conceived as other or to a god or 
goddess of n a ture which we m ust  i n  turn  
he forced (or otherw ise mora l l y oh l i ged)  
to serve,  worsh ip  and obey. This  rei f i ­
c a t i o n  o f  nature a n d  our re l a t ionsh i p  t o  
i t  i s  i nexcusab le,  especi a l l y  f o r  those 
theor is ts  w i t h  any k i n d  of l i bertar ian  
orientat ion.  

As i t  is  Sa le  beg ins h i s  story de­
scr ib ing the earth i n  the words of  P l ato 
as "a  l i v ing  creature,  one and v is ib le ,  
con t a i n i ng wi th in  i t se l f  a l l  creatures. " To 
the ancient  Greeks th i s  l i ving  earth was 
i ndeed seen as a goddess named Gaea, 
the m other o f  a l l . And it  was apparent­
ly  q u i t e  com mon for  the more n a ture­
based soc iet ies ef  h i s tory (and poss ib ly  
a l so o f  pre-h is tory***) to see " m o ther 
earth" as one of their cen t r a l  de i t ies. 
Bu t what is m ore s ign i ! icant ,  i t  is unde­
n i a b l y  t rue that ear ly nature-based peo­
p l es had a respect for the natura l  wor l d  
as a l iving wor ld  (despite, I woul d  say, 
not  because of the ir  re l ig ious or ienta-

Contrary to Sale's bald 
contentions, religion is (in its 
form if not always in rheto­
rical content) anti-ecological. 
If animism was the origin of 
religion, it also represents the 
beginning of modern alienation 
--the first turning away from 
nature in the form of the 
fetishization and reification 
of spirits in a realm separate 
from the experienced unity of 
natural life. 

**For a review o f  D a v i d  Haenk e ' s  Ecological 
Poli tics and Bioregionalism see ANARCHY; a 
journal of Desire Armed No. 1 1 . I a l so i n t e n d  
t o  r e v i e w  Spre t n a k  and C a p r a ' s  Green Politics 
and Bookc h i n ' s  The Ecology of Freedom in up­
coming issues o f  ANARCHY. 

***The ques t io n  of w h e t h e r  a l l  pre- l i t e r a t e ,  
p re - h i s t or i c  p e o p l e s  ac t u a l l y  sa w and e xper i ­
enced t h e i r  w o r l d s  in t e r m s  of t h e  a l iena t i ng 
c a t egories of re l i g i o n  is i m poss i b l e  to d e t e r ­
m i ne. I t  i s  c e r t a i n ,  however,  t h a t w i t h  m o s t  
a n t h ropolog i s t s '  a n d  arch eol ogis t s ' uncri t i c a l  
prej u d i c e  concer n i n g  t h e  ub i q u i t y  o f  re l i g i o n  i n  
h u m a n  soc i a l  evol u t ion t h a t  e v e n  w h e n  there 
i s  no e v i d e n c e  w h a t soever to suggest  a r e l i g i o n  
e x i s t e d  f o r  a p e o p l e ,  o n e  w i l l  be i n v e n t e d  for 
t h e m .  

o f  Gaea reach the  sc a le  i t  reached i n  
Europe i n  t h e  centur ies  a fter  t h e  Renais­
sance, the period o f  which we today are 
the  exuberan t  consu m m a t ion."  And he 
corre c t l y  p l aces the  deve lopm ent  of  
sc i ence as a centra l  feature o f  our  cur­
ren t  a l ienat ion from the natural world.  
However, Sale's descr ipt ion o f  science 
shows only a super f ic i a l  underst anding of 
its development ,  espec i a l l y  regardi n g  i t s  
re la t ionship to rel ig ion. 

Sale m a i nta ins  that "with the deve­
lop m e n t  of. • •  (science) • . .  a l l  an im ist ic ,  a l l  
venera t i ve,  a l l  re l ig ious concept ions o f  
the e a r t h  were deposed. I n  t h e i r  stead 
came a new vision supported by the in­
controvert i b l e  f ind ings o f  physics, che­
m istry,  m echanics,  astronomy, and m athe­
m a t ics: the sc ient i fic  worldview. "  What 
he  fai l s to see is  that  scie n t i fic ideolo­
g i es are not pure l y  a n t i thet ica l  to  re l i ­
g ious concept ions o f  t h e  world,  a c l a i m  
hard ly  more t r u e  i n  rea l i t y  t h a n  t h e  con­
tent ion  that protestant i sm i s  pure l y  a n t i ­
thet ica l  to catho l ic ism.  Rather  science 
and re l i gion are two facets  of the  same 
com plex phenom enon. The scien t i fic and  
m echanist ic  ideologies to which  we are  
he ir  a l l  developed o u t  of Chris t ian i t y, 
which in turn was i t se l f  a m u t a n t  st rand 
o f  deve lopm e n t  from the ear l ier re l i ­
g ions o f  m o r e  nat ure-based soc iet ies. 
Tha t  both Chris t i a n i t y  and science repre­
sent examples of the m ore l i fe-denying 
aspects  of the i deolog ical/rel igious i m ­
p u l se m akes nei ther  the ir  own i n t i m ate  
re l a t ionship,  nor their  re lat ionsh i p  w i th 
ear l ier  (and som ewhat  less b l a t a n t l y  a n t i ­
natura l )  re l i g ions any l ess r e a l  or s ign i f i ­
cant.  

Contrary to  Sale 's  ba ld  content ions, 
re l ig ion i s  ( in its form if not  a lways i n  
rhetorica l conten t )  a n t i -eco logical .  I f  
a n i m i s m  w a s  t h e  or ig in  of  re l igion, i t  
a l so represents  t h e  beg inn ing  of  modern 
a l ienation--the f irst  turning away from 
nature i n  the form of the feti sh i z a t ion 
and rei ficat ion o f  spi r i t s  i n  a rea l m  sepa­
rate from the experienced un i ty  o f  na­
tural l i fe. Th is  pr i m a l  confusion o f  the 
s y m bo l ic  rea l m  with a separat e  spi r i t ­
rea l i t y  was o n e  of  t h e  f i r s t  steps even­
t u a l l y  leading to our m odern confusion 
over the m e a n i ngs that the abstract ions 
of  scient i fic  ideologies now hold for us. 
I t  foreshadowed our con t e m porary scien­
t if ic  form of  " an i m ism" i n  which the 
or ig ina l  re i f ied sp ir i ts  of  the "pri m i t ives" 
have been t rans formed i n to the m a tter ,  
energy and natura l  l aws that  are now 
said to esoter ic a l l y  l ie beh ind  a l l  pheno­
m ena. Even Sale i s  d i m l y  aware o f  th is  
fact when he says  that  science "has be­
come,  i n  short ,  our God. " 

In som e  c i rc les the o ld mechanist ic  
paradi g m  ( t o  use the new-age c l iche 
word)  o f  the deve loping scient i f ic revo­
l u t ion is  now g iv ing  way to a more re­
fined and less vu lgar ly  m ater i a l i s t i c  ver­
sion.  This has been m ore and m ore 
celebrated by m any  contemporary wri­
ters who speak toward eco logical  con­
cerns.  But i n  the last a n a l ys is  this re­
presents  o n l y  another l ayer of  m ys ti f ica­
t ion being added t o  the a l ready deep 
sedi m e n t  of  concept u a l  re i ficat ion  and 
se l f-a l ienat ion through which we a l ready 
In terpret our worlds. The mechan is t ic  
parad i g m  was one perfected tendency o f  
re l i g ious thought.  T h e  " n e w  physics" 
w i l l  only lead to the ascension o f  ano­
ther,  more soph is t icated yet  just as a l ien­
a t i ng tendency o f  the re l i g ious i m pu l se. 

Regardless of the or ig ins  and m ean­
i n g  o f  re l ig ion  and science, though,  i t  

Continued on page 9 
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is c lear that  we are rap id ly  reach ing the 
poi n t  of  no return i n  a worldwide cr is is  
whose feat u res Sa le  pa in ts  as wel l  as  
anyone. H i s  descr ipt ions o f  the ecolog i ­
c a l  concepts o f  "drawdown , "  "overshoo t , "  
"crash ,"  a n d  "die-off"  a r e  c l ear, concise 
and conv inc i ng. H i s  exa m inat ion  o f  
exact l y  where Homo Sapiens t rajectory 
now l ies in th is  cycle is reasoned. For 
those unconvinced t h a t  a n  ecolog ica l  cr i ­
s is  i s  a t  hand (and  has been for  years 
now),  Sale's argu m e n t s  may not h ave any 
more i mpact  than al l  the obvious signs 
present  in the dai l y  newspapers do. For 
the rest o f  us it serves as another re­
m i nder o f  the  urgency o f  our  stead i l y  
deteriorat i ng s i t u a t ion,  a n d  o f  the neces­
sity to presen t  a n  a l ternat i ve v is ion to 
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i n t o  knots  over. " And here at  least  one 
m ight  expect that  anarch is ts  cou l d  be 
fa i r ly  we l l  in agree m e n t  w i t h  h i m .  How­
ever, his fe t i sh ized v iew o f  the parame­
ter o f  sca l e  overe m phasi zes its I m por­
t ance to the poi n t  where the phenomena  
of  a l ienat ion  and  power l essness are  a l ­
most  i gnored. As he says, he be l ieves 
that the concept o f  sca l e  i s  nat  bot tom , 
the s ing le  cr i t ica l  and dec is ive de ter m i n­
a n t  of a l l  human  constructs,  be they 
b u i l d i ngs,  systems or soc iet ies . "  This  
statement shows by just  how for  Sale  
m i sses the essen t i a l  understanding o f  
most  anarch ists  that  r e i  f i e d  power (h ier­
archy or authori ty )  is  a more fundamen­
ta l  para meter ,  or i n  Sa le ' s  words a more 
"decis ive deter m i n a n t , "  and that  i n  

Land Trusts he m e n t ions i n  th i s  context 
cou l d  ever by themselves i nvolve m ore 
than a m i nu t e  seg m e n t  o f  pr i m ar i l y  un­
pro f i t ab l e  l and. 

When i t  comes to d iscussing po l i ty,  
Sa le  beats around the bush i n  an appar­
ent a t t e m p t  to avoid m e n t ioning the con­
cept o f  anarchy. Instead he describes 
the Taoism o f  L ao Tsu as one o f  the 
few "re l ig ions" to advocate "the decen­
t r a l i z at ion  of  poli t ic a l  power, the va lues 
of  v i l l age and com m un a l  l i fe and the 
goa l o f  ega l i t ar i a n  • . .  status i n  fam i l i a l  
and k i nship re lat ions. "  A n d  certa in ly  
L ao Tsu ' s  ph i l osophy o f  Tao ism has a 
d i rect relevance for reconstruct ing a 
pos t - i ndustr ia l  radical  ecological  perspec­
t i ve,  assum i ng as it does a un i ty  of our 

far-sighted or myopic? 
counter the doom we' l l  a l l  otherwise 
suffer. 

For Sale, this a l ternat i ve vision i s  
organized  around the  concept of  t h e  "bio­
reg ion"--an area "defined by i ts l i fe 
forms,  i ts topography and i t s  b iota ,  
rather  than by h u m a n  d ictates;  a region 
governed by nature,  not leg is lature. " In  
one o f  the weakest chapters o f  the book 
Sale a lso describes som e  of the "natura l  
i m pl icat ions" o f  th is  concept ,  which i n ­
c l ude knowing the l and, learn ing i t s  lore, 
developing i t s  poten t i a l ,  and l iberat ing  
the se l f. And he reco m m ends that  "we 
can best guide ourse l ves i n  reconstruct­
ing h u m an soc i e t ies for a b ioregiona l  
wor ld"  through the "di l igent study"  o f  
t h e  " laws o f  nature. " 

I doubt i t ' s  any coincidence that  
th i s  cent ra l  part  of  Sa le ' s  work ,  h i s  des­
cr ipt ion  of the idea of bioregion a l i s m  
and i t s  m ajor i m p l icat ions,  is  s o  weak l y  
wr i t ten,  s o  un i nsp i r i ng a n d  s o  fu l l  o f  
authori tar ian  i m agery ( l aws and govern­
m en t ) .  l th ink ,  rather,  that i t ' s  symp­
t o m a t i c  of  a m ajor fai l ure o f  rad ica l  
ecologic a l  th ink i ng i n  genera l - - the  inab i ­
l i ty  to perce ive l i v ing  nat u re f rom the  
inside. 

A t  f irst  s ight  rad ica l  ecologists  ap­
pear p u z z l i n g l y  unab le  to re l a t e  h u m a n  
n a t u re to the i r  g r a n d  concept o f  Nature 
i n  any sor t o f  natura l  way. A l l  the ir  
categories o f  a n a l ysis  begin  w i t h  a 
natura l  wor l d  so est ranged from h u m a n  
experience t h a t ,  aesp i te  t h e  pervas ive 
rhetoric of "hol i s m , "  we con t i n u a l l y  see m 
to f ind  ourse l ves cut  off  and separ a te-­
a l ways on the outs ide look ing  i n. But  
the puz z le unrave ls  when we look square­
l y  a t  the funda m e n t a l  d i l e m m a  o f  rad ica l  
ecology. On  the one hand  there i s  an  
extre m e  and  fa i r ly  we l l  jus t i f ied d is t rust  
o f  " i n terna l  nat ure" ( h u m a n/soc i a l  m o t ives 
and act i v i t i es)  i n  re la t ion to "ex terna l  
nature "  ( the  rest  o f  the wor ld ) ,  leading 
to a theore t i c a l  dua l i t y  in  which i n ter­
nal  nature becomes colored as a lways 
"ev i l "  and external nature as consiste n t l y  
pure a n d  "good."  Yet  on the o t h e r  h a n d  
radical  eco l og is ts, re m a i n i ng h u m a n  beings 
themselves, c a n  only speak to other  
"ev i l "  human beings ,  s ince d i fferent  l i fe 
form s ,  geographic and geologic fea t u res, 
e tc. a re usu a l l y  not very in terested in 
theory per se. 

Quite natura l l y  then the outco m e  
i s  a dua l i s t ic  and  ideolog i c a l  approach t o  
theory i n  which du m b  n a ture m ust  b e  
de fended b y  t h e  i m posi t ion  o f  a new 
h u m a n  mora l i t y. For · i f h u m a n  nat ure 
is i nhere n t l y  bad,  any good m ust be i m ­
posed upon i t  from w i t hout.  A n d  i f  
good theory c a n  on ly  com e from externa l  
n a t u re,  i t  can  on ly  come from a nature 
that  i s  perce ived as other-than-ourselves 
and not  a nature percei ved as a l i v i n g  
u n i t y  whose flesh w e  al l  share. This  
a l most  i ne vi t a b l y  t rans l a tes i n to a mora l  
demand that  human i ty  sub m i t  to Nature ' s  
l a ws and  su f fer N a t u re 's  punish m ents. 
And so we move d i rec t l y  from the stern,  
humor less, authori tar ian  god o f  Chr is­
t i an i t y ,  to an equa l l y  stern and author i­
tar ian ,  no-second-chance N a t u re which 
now threatens our ext inction as a species. 

Sale goes on to develop his "biore­
gional  parad i g m "  further by discussing 
som e  of  its  crucia l  parameters--scale, 
economy, pol ity and society. And i n  the 
de t a i l s  of  these d iscussions we can con­
t i nue  to see how far he i s  from having 
m uch ·o r rea l  worth to say to anarch is ts. 

Sale begins h i s  consider a t ion o f  
sca le  by argu ing that  "sca le  • . •  solves 
many  of the abstract  and theoret ica l  pro­
b lems the ph i l osophers d i ther themse l ves 

At first sight radical 
ecologists appear puzzlingly 
unable to relate human nature 
to their grand concept of 
Nature.... All their cate­
gories of analysis begin with 
a natural world so estranged 
from human experience that, 
despite the pervasive rhetoric 
of "holism," we continually 
seem to find ourselves cut 
off and separate--always on 
the outside looking in. 

act u a l i t y  the para m e ter of sca l e  tends 
to be re lated to  the leve l  o f  re i fied 
power in a soc iety  as a l arge l y  depen­
dent var iab le. I n  other words, if h ierar­
chical  power d i d  not ex is t  i n  a soc iety ,  
there wou ld  be l i t t l e  chance o f  any de­
for m a t ion o f  scale deve loping i ndepen­
dent ly .  Whereas i t  i s  q u i t e  easy  t o  
i m agine a n  appropr iate ly  scaled soc iety  
i n  wh ich  h ierarchies m ight  develop,  
which goes on to extend its rule to  
l arger-sca le  form a t i ons as i t  ga ins  the 
technica l capab i l i t i es to do so.  I n  fact 
we cou ld  f ind m any h istor ica l  examples  
o f  such  s i tuat ions. 

In his discussion o f  economy Sale  
promotes the usual  ecolog ica l  perspect ive  
which c a l l s  for  susta inab i l i t y  and s tab i l i ­
ty  rather than  deve lop m e n t ,  progress a n d  
grow th.*** Indeed, t h i s  is  o n e  o f  the 
st ronger sect ions o f  the book,  as Sa le  
capably argues that  a susta inable,  con­
servat ive and eco logica l  econo m y  wou l d  
depend " u p o n  a minimum number  o f  
goods and the minimum amount  o f  e n v i ­
ron m e n t a l  d isrupt ion a long w i t h  t h e  
m aximum u s e  o f  renewab le  resources and 
the m aximum use o f  human l abor and 
ingenu i ty. " Though even here he m akes 
a few ques t ionable  c l a i m s  and re l i es on 
a few too many conven t iona l  assu mp­
t ions.  For  example ,  when he proposes a 
m o re l abor i n tensive economy,  he on ly  
i n  pass ing  ques t ions the funda m e n t a l  
na ture o f  work i t se l f, and  argues f o r  t h e  
tradi t iona l  m yopic l e f t i s t  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  
creat i o n  of  " more jobs. "  L i k ewise,  wh i l e  
he  develops a l l  the  appropr iate  argu ments  
for  se l f-su ff iciency--enta i l i ng sel f-regu la­
t ion,  se l f- re l i a nce and sel f-em powe r m e n t  
- - h e  evades m e n t io n i ng i n  c o n t e x t  the  
esse n t i a l  prob l e m  which prevents  i t s  
rea l i z a t ion-- the pr ivate ,  corporate and 
govern m e n t  ownershi p  o f  l and and the 
soc i a l  m eans o f  product ion. I n  fac t ,  he 
com p lete ly  re fuses to face the eventua l  
necess i ty o f  d i sp lac i ng the act u a l  owners 
and m anagers o f  the  curren t  economy,  
preferring i nstead to speak in  vaguely 
utopian terms o f  poss ib i l i t i e� l ike "co m ­
m un a l  ownershi p , "  as i f  t h e  Com m u n i t y  

***At t h i s  poi n t ' I think m o s t  anarchists would 
agree w i t h  this,  h a v i ng returned l a r g e l y  to 
thei r  tradit ional  v ie¥: which grew o u t  o f  the 
anarch i s t  m o v e m e n t ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  root s  i n  pea­
sant t r a d i t ions,  t h e  gu i l ds o f  a r t isans and 
craftsmen, and the i ndependence o f  t h e  pe t t y  
bourgeois a n d  the professions. I t  was o n l y  
w i t h  the r i se o f  the i n creas i n g l y  root less i ndus­
trial p ro l e t a r i a t  that a l arge seg m e n t  o f  the 
anarchist m o v e m e n t  e n t er t a i ned the m y thos of 
unending deve l o p m e n t .  But even the anarcho­
syndlca lists, who m ost accepted the idea l s  of 
industr ial  soc i e t y ,  were never very e n t h r a l l e d  
b y  i t ,  unl ike t h e  Marxists  who con t i nue to s i ng 
I t s  virtues. 

a n i m a l  nat ure and our world which is, 
contrary to Sa le 's  v is ion,  ne i ther moral­
ist ic,  nor ideological  nor re l igious. But 
the best word Sale can m uster for his 
descri pt ion of  the "po l i t ics" o f  nature 
turns out to be " l ibertarian." How reck­
less ! How daring! Would  it be too 
m uch to ask o f  someone who i s  propos­
i ng  a "cross-pol l inat ion"  of ecological 
and anarch ist  movements to at  least un­
a m biguous ly mention the existence of  
the  anarch is t  t rad i t ion  i n  such an appro­
priate context as th is? 

There is recurren t  evidence of anti­
author i tarian i m pu lses behind Sale's  des­
cription of  a bioregion a l  pol i ty, such as 
h is  decl aration that i t  "wou l d  seek the 
d i ffusion of  power,  the decentra l i za tion 
o f  inst i t u t ions, w i th nothing done at  a 
h igher level than necessary,  and a l l  
author i t y  f lowing upward incrementa l ly  
from the s m a l l es t  pol i t ica l  un i ty  to the  
l argest . "  But he never  fol lows through 
w i t h  th i s  prom i se. Besides refusing to 
even m e n t ion the anarch ist  t rad i t ion,  h e  
descr ibes t h e  "goal  o f  government . • .  i n  
t h e  20th cent ury" i n  t h e  most naive 
terms i m aginable  as " to  provide l i berty,  
equa l i ty ,  eff ic iency, wel fare and secu r i t y  
in  som e reasonable ba lance. " (P lease 
t e l l  m e  what p lanet  this man l i ves on ! )  
And the ter.sion between h i s  author i t ar ­
i a n  and anarchic i m pu l ses con t i nues a s  
he announces on o n e  p a g e  "hierarchy a n d  
po l i t ica l  dom inat ion wou l d  h a v e  no p l ace; 
systems of  ru ler-and-ruled,  of  e lected­
presi dent -and-e lect i ng-people, are non­
ecologica l , "  on ly  to  com plete ly  reverse 
h i m se l f  l ater on when he suggests  the 
possi b i l i t y  of  "someday estab l i sh i ng a na­
t ional  party and e lect i ng a President  
com m i t ted to bioregiona l  e mpowerment. " 

In h is  discussion of soc iety, Sa le  
e mphasi zes the i m portance o f  symbiosis  
( l e t ' s  not ment ion  " m u tu a l  a id"  or K ro­
potk in ,  though) ,  and argues for a recon­
c i l i a t ion of  c i t y  and cou n tryside ( a  tra­
d i t io n a l l y  anarch ist  and utop ian  theme,  
bu t let 's  not m e n t ion th i s  e i ther ! ) .  He 
a lso pushes the concept o f  homeorrhesis 
or "evo l u t ionary adjus t m e n t "  (as usual  
m a k i ng i t  another natura l  " l aw")  to 
argue among other th ings for evo l u t ionary 
soc i a l  change instead o f  revo lu t ion  (and 
of  course we al l  know that  revo l u t ions 
are never found in nature! ) .  

But i f  a l l  the confusions and contra­
d ict ions i n  Sale 's  descr ipt ion o f  h i s  bio­
region a l  v1s 10n beco m e  i r r i t a t i ng and 
annoying after  awhi le,  when we f i n a l l y  
reach h is  prescr ipt ion for change ( the 
development  o f  a bioregional  movement ) ,  
we are faced w i t h  a for m u l a  so f u l l  of  
super f ic ia l i ty,  opportun i sm and m ush­
m i ndedness that it m akes the res t of 
the book a l most  sound cohere n t  b y  com ­
pariso n. 

To hear Sa le  t e l l  i t ,  i t  wou l d  seem 
that  the bioregional  movement  has so 
m uch going for i t  that  i t  can ' t m iss. In  
fac t a t  t i m es i t  sounds as i f  he th inks  
the brave  new bioregional  wor l d  i s  a l ­
ready here. A fter  a l l ,  as Sa le  says, "bio­
regiona l i sm i s  a natura l  and organic re­
sponse to what is  arguab ly  the most 
pro found  contem porary trend o f  a l l :  the 
d is in tegra t i o n  of  the estab l ished form s  
and  sys tems  that  h a ve character i zed t h e  
Western wor ld-- i t s  i ndustr i a l  economy,  
i t s  m ass soc iety ,  i t s  nat ion-s t a te-- for 
most  o f  the last  f ive centur ies." I hope 
you ' re more observant  than I a m ,  though,  
si nce I haven ' t  yet  see n  any  i ndustr ia l  
econom ies d is i n tegrate,  nor a n y  h i n t s  
that  m i l l ions o f  peop le  h a v e  rece n t l y  
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Reader's Corner 

A n  i m aginat ive entrepreneur began 
fash ioning crowns o f  thorns out  of 
strands o f  the barbed w i re that had sur­
rounded the president i a l  pa lace. Deco­
rated wi th  r ibbons, they were sold as 
mementos of  the revo lut ion. 

Approaching the m i raculous ease 
w i t h  which J oshua caused the w a l l s  of  
J ericho to fa l l ,  unarmed c iv i l ians f locked 
around the strategic points  of  con tent ion 
and kept government guns and tanks at  
bay. 

In  another sense, though, it was 
more l ike a second com i ng o f  the Love 
Generat ion of  the s ixt ies where it  m ight  
be least expected--ha l fway around the 
worl d  from the U.S. i n  a port on the 
South China Sea. Beau t i fu l  m a i dens 
handed f lowers and candies to sold iers. 

A revo l u t ion backed by a popu l ar 
e lect ion left  on ly  s ix teen dead and sent 
d ictator Ferdinand Marcos pac k ing,  so 
the w i fe o f  h is  assass inated r iva l  cou l d  
s t e p  i n  a s  president.  

A story-book revo lut ion that  
scarce l y  seemed poss ib le  to the rest  of  
the wor l d  even a fter i t  h appened, the 
insurrect ion of Wednesday, February 26th  
1 986,  i n  M a n i l a  brought to m y  m i nd the 
words of  Ramon M agsaysay, the last  
great president of  the P h i l i pp ines. Tired 
o f  the defeat i s t  th ink ing  o f  e lder ly ad­
visors, Magsaysay said he pre ferred 
young men who did not yet understand 
what was i mpossib le ,  so the i m poss ib le  
cou ld  be acco m p l ished. 

Let  m e  t e l l  you abou t the f irst  
t ime I saw M a n i l a. In the m iddle o f  
w h a t  i n  t h e  U.S. w a s  the wi nter of 1 959-
1 960, equator ia l  Man i l a  w as a su m m er 
p l ace--as a song by that  t i t l e  popu lar 
then kept rem i nding m e  when the heat 
didn't .  (What was h ard to remember,  
of  course, was that  i t  was Dece m ber 
and J anuary, not that  I was i n  the t ro­
p ics. ) "My l i t t l e  corner of the world" 
w as its r iva l ;  i t  seemed there was a top 
two i nstead o f  a top ten and that  one 
or the other of  them was a lways on 
som eone's l i ps, or a juke box or radio. 

Memories of  Ramon Magsaysay, 
who had died som e  t i m e  ago, were s t i l l  
s o  poignant ly  fresh t h a t  to ment ion h i s  
n a m e  among F i l i pinos w i thout br inging 
tears to  their  eyes seemed i m possib le. 
And s ince the p lane he was i n  had 
crashed m uch e l se had beco m e  i m poss i­
b l e  once more as wel l .  Honest govern­
m e n t  and a degree o f  econom ic justice 
were evide n t l y  among them. 

"Magsaysay used to  just pop up 
here and there i n  Mani la  w i thout body­
guards! I n  this country everyone who 
wins a pol i t ica l  o ffice h i res their re la­
t ives. On ly  Magsaysay used to a lso fire 
h is  re l a t ives--whenever he sudden ly  
wa lked i n to a government  office and 
caugh t one o f  them not working." The 
speaker was a un iversi ty  student-- there 
are fi fteen un ivers i t ies in M an i l a--i n h is  
ear ly twent ies, standing a t  a t a l l  tab le  
i n  an  open-ai r  ca fe wi th  four  or five 
friends. "Hey, J oe ! "  one of them had 
ca l led out ,  perceiving that  I was an 
American,  just  af ter I had stro l led past 
the president i a l  pa lace where so m uch 
w as to . happen more than a quarter cen­
tury later. I accepted what turned out 
to be an inv i ta t ion to join them and 
M agsaysay was an obvious topic of  
casua l conversat ion. 

Spontaneous chats l i ke this  were 
happening all  the t ime ,  part ly because 
I was an American and part ly ,  I th ink,  
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just  because F i l i p inos tend cu l tura l ly  to 
be rather un inh ibi ted about str ik ing up 
conversat ions wi th  strangers. They seem 
more l i ke C a l i fornians than, say, New 
Eng landers. 

My first arr iva l  in M a n i l a  was the 
resu l t  of  a bus r ide from O longapo, the 
barrio near Subic Bay Naval Air Stat ion. 
I was i n  the Mari nes on l i berty. Such 
th ings as a bus with one whole side re­
moved, i nstead of  a i r-cond i t ion ing ,  and a 
b l ack savage i n  a lo in  c loth who waved 
a spear and shouted as we rounded a 
curve in the jung le  were new advent ures. 
Bus passengers wi th  l i ve chickens under 
their  arms were a lso beyond the ken of  
m y  previous experience. 

So when I stepped off in M a n i l a  I 
was gratefu l  when a cab driver o ffered 
for a few pesos to g i ve m e  a guided 
tour of  the c i ty. A l though appearing to 
m e  a l i t t l e  s inister in his shades and 
m oustache, J uan was a very n ice guy 
who drove me around poi n t ing out one 
landmark a fter another and pat ient ly  an­
swer i ng one quest ion after  another. 
There was nothing of  the Mexican bor­
der-town hus t ler about h i m ,  and that sur­
prised me, because I had dea l t  in 
Tijuana with L a t i ns who didn ' t  m uch l ike  
Yankees. Even tua l ly  I was to rea l i z e  
t h a t  A m ericans were a l most r idicu lously 
popu l ar among most F i l i p inos. for as 
J uan ment ioned that  a f ternoon, "You 
Americans saved us from thee fee l th y  
J apanese and we w i l l  a lways l o v e  you 
for that ."  

J uan ' s  own m emories o f  the J apa­
nese occupat ion were v iv id :  "They used 
to rape and sodom i z e  l i t t le five and s ix­
year-o ld  ch i ldren. A g a m e  they used to  
p lay  was throwing l i t t l e  babies  up i n  the 
a ir  and catching them on their  bayonets."  

My only  d i fficu l ty  w i th J uan w as 
in u nderstanding a l l  h is  words. I ' d  not 
yet caught on to the F i l ip ino accent  
which i nterchanges p ' s  and f 's ,  for  ex­
am ple. As m uch Tagalog, _ the regional  
d ia lect ,  as Spanish ,  i t  can be e lusive to 
the untra i ned ear. An overwhe l m ing 
major i ty  speak Eng l ish ,  though, "because 
we have so many  d ia lects we have to 
speak Eng l ish or Spanish just  to com m u­
nicate among ourse lves." 

Late i n  the afternoon as the tour 
neared i t s  end where i t  began we en­
tered a sect ion  o f  M a n i l a  ca l led Intra­
muros,  or the C i t y  o f  W a l l s. "This  
area , "  said J uan, "was  bombed during 
the war and has never been c leaned up."  
What I at  f irst though t  was a rather 
large cardboard carton loomed up  ahead. 
Then I rea l i zed there were people l iv ing  
i n  i t--a shack m ade ent i re ly  of  corru­
gated pasteboard. A s m a l l  ch i ld  w i th  
sp ind ly  legs  and a pot  be l l y  s tood i n  
w h a t  cou ld  be ca l led t h e  yard; there 
was obviously l i t t l e  possib i l i t y  he wou l d  
l i ve m any years longer. These peop le,  
I rea l i zed suddenly ,  were starving to 
death. 

Even J uan, who cer t a i n l y  must 
have been used to s ights  l ike th is, 
sounded hear tbroken as he to ld  me,  
"These are  the squat t ers. When M agsay­
say was president the government  was 
moving them out  of  Intram uros to their  
own hom esteads in  the coun try. But  not 
anym ore. These days they are just left  
here to s tarve. " 

We pu l led up i n  front of a church 
that a lone, among a l l  these bom bed-out 
ruins, was unscathed. "This ,"  he said,  
" m ust have been a m iracle. The only  
bu i ld i ng i n  In tra m uros that  w asn ' t  h i t  
w a s  t h i s  church." No m i racle,  however, 
had stopped the J apanese, previous to 
the American bomb ing,  from herd ing a 
bunch of F i l ip inos i n to th i s  same edi f i ce, 
pour ing gaso l i ne over the m ,  and crema­
t i ng them a l i ve. 

When the tour ended and J ua n  
wished m e  a happy s t a y ,  I found a mor­
b id  curios i ty  drawing m e  back toward 
the City of W a l l s. O n  foot th is  t i me,  I 
entered Intram uros by the l ight  of the 
set t i n g  sun. Across a space of  vacant 
land,  a man  who looked like a skeleton 
with rawhide stre tched over i t  cam e to­
ward m e  from the oppos i te  d irection.  
What st ruck m e  were h is b ig  brown eyes. 
They were not du l l  and resigned as I had 

i m ag ined the eyes of the starving to 
look. In  h ideous panic we exchanged 
g l ances, w i thout speaking,  as we passed 
wi th in  a few feet of one another--and 
there I was, by th is  t i m e  in what is  
known as a shanty-town, wi th  more of  
the same. I wanted  to cry  and I wan ted 
to k i l l  at  the same t i m e ;  whoever was 
to blame for th is  I wanted shot.  

A whole fam i l y  starving to death 
together i n  the same hovel is  no less 
d isturbing than a whole fam i l y  being tor­
tured to death i n  the sam e roo m .  I n  
fact ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  same, except t h a t  
starvat ion takes longer. 

When people who've been among 
fam i ne vict i m s  · i n  p laces l i ke Ethiopia  
or Sudan t e l l  you there is no way you 
can i m agine what it is  l i ke, they are 
not exaggera t i ng. I knew the s tat i s t ics;  
I had seen the photographs. I was even 
ra ther concerned abou t starvat ion. But 
u n t i l  that evening I d id not beg i n  to 
i m agine the heart-rending horror o f  i ts 
rea l i ty. 

A coup le  of  mon ths ear l ier,  on  
Temporary Add i t iona l  Duty  i n  the States,  
I 'd been si t t i ng i n  a San Francisco bar 
d iscussing th is  very prob lem with a 
Marxist ,  and com p l a in ing about the au­
thor i tar ian  aspects of  Marxist-Len in i sm.  

"Here 's  the th ink ing , "  said Nick  
Granich,  "about  that  subject i n  coun t ries 
l i ke China. They figure: f irst  f i l l  peo­
ple's stom achs and then worry about 
c i v i l  l ibert ies. " 

Less than an hour before J uan had 
been t e l l i ng m e  how m uch F i l i p i nos hate 
Com m unists. Sudden ly  I found that  I 
was one because I cou ld  no longer br ing 
myse l f  to disagree wi th  what Nick  had 
said.  (My conversion,  as i t  t urned out ,  
was  shor t- l ived because I decided that  
September that  author i tar ian systems  are 
ineff ic ient  in food product ion;  I have re­
m a i ned ever s ince then, however, a 
fanat ic about the  subject of adequate 
soc i a l  organi zat ion  for e l i m i n a t i ng star­
vat ion. )  

Out  o f  ln tra m uros, I was by now 
wandering through a sect ion of  town 
that ,  a l though a s l u m , seemed prosperous 
by com parison. A cab driver pu l led up 
next  to me. "Th is  i s  Paco!" he ca l led  
out ,  " the most dangerous p l ace i n  M a n i l a. 
Let  m e  take you somewhere e l se ,  J oe . "  

"Th a t ' s  a l l  r ight , "  I sa id .  "You 
only l ive once. " How often does som e­
one l ike  m e  get  to explore somep l ace 
l i ke th is?  

"Th a t ' s  r igh t , "  he said,  and i f  
wanted m y  one l i fe to last  any longer 
better get  i n  h is  cab. 

I assumed he was just  trying to 
hustle a fare. U n t i l the next day--i n  
Paco again-- when I found  i t  i m possib le  
to f lag a taxi  down.  Most  cab drivers 
were so afraid o f  Paco they wou l d n ' t  
s t o p  t o  p i c k  up  r iders there. 

Th at morn ing I had returned to 
Paco, perhaps drawn by the same curio­
sity that  carried m e  back to lntram uros 
the night be fore. Upon pass i ng a barber 
shop with an  open front ,  I s tepped i n  
for a shave. 

In the distance I cou l d  hear a wo­
m an ' s  voice--s inging.  Whether or not 
the song was " a sum m er p l ace" I don ' t  
re mem ber. Probab ly  i t  w as. The voice, 
I sha l l  never forget ,  was l ike that of 
a n  opera si nger. It kept gett ing  c loser. 

My face was lathered and the bar­
ber was beg inn ing h is  work by the t i m e, 
s t i l l  s inging,  a very chubby wom a n  en­
tered the shop. Her name,  I learned, 
was Soledad. W i t h i n  the hour she was 
showing m e  around P aco and te l l i ng me 
her l i fe ' s  story beside�'· 

By now I ' d  begun to not ice another 
pecu l iar i ty  of  F i l ip ino Engl ish-- the phrase 
"just only" was unusu a l l y  frequent.  Why 
was I just only in  Paco? Her n a m e  was 
Soledad, bu t som e t i m es her friends just  
on ly  ca l led her So ly.  She ' d  broken up 
wi th  her husband because he just  on ly  
wanted her  for  her body. I f  I had t i m e  
she wou l d  l i ke m e  t o  m e e t  just o n l y  a 
couple o f  her friends. 

They see med l i ke n ice guys--gent le ,  
i n  sp i te  of  duck t a i l  ha i rcuts  s l icked down 
w i th scented grease. Shak i ng hands w i th  
them was  a l most more  l ike hold ing 
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h ands--som ething two Fi l ip ino m a les o t ­
t e n  d o  w i thout a n y  loss o f  m ascu l i n e  
s t a t us. I f  m achismo w a s  ever popu lar  
w i t h  the Spaniards who i m ported most  
o f  the c u l ture here,  i t  never  m ade m uch 
o f  an i nroad with -these i s landers. 

Who came up w i th the idea of 
v 1 s 1 t r ng their  friend in the hosp i t a l  I 
don ' t  re m e mber. But soon Thom as, 
Miguel  ahd So l y  and I were standing i n  a 
row on the curb waving to no avai l at  
pass ing cabs. . Whether by tax i  or jeep­
ney I ' m not sure, but som ehow we got 
there--and only then d id  I rea l i z e  how 
m uch Paco l i ved up to its reputat ion. 

They sa i d  he had been in jured i n  a 
k n i fe f ight ,  but  to say th is  guy had been 
cut to ribbons, wh i le  possi b l y  a cl iche, 
was not ,  however, m uch o f  an  exaggera­
tion.  A stra ight  razor had m ade maybe 
as few as fou r  or five i ncisions in h i m ,  
bu t t h e y  were o f  i ncred ib le  length a n d  
he w a s  o n l y  k e p t  a l i ve by f lu ids  pumped 
t h rough tubes by l i t t l e  m ac h i nes. 

Everywhere outs ide her own neigh­
borhood in Paco that  Sol y  and I went 
a lone together,  she drew catca l l s, be­
cause any Fi lip ino wom a n  i n  Man i l a  who 
appears on the s t reets  with an A m erican 
serviceman is  thought to be a pros t i t u te. 
J uan had shown me the i m m ediate ly  v is i­
b le  M a n i l a; Sol y  was showing m e  another. 
So a fter we parted com pany with her 
friends a f ter leaving the hospi t a l ,  we 
decided to go our  own separa t e  ways 
w i th  p l ans to meet again the next a fter­
noon. 

Be fore long I was teaching myse l f  
t h e  f ine poi n ts  o f  jeepney r id ing.  " J eep­
ney" is  a term s ign i fy i ng a cross be­
t ween a j i tney and a jeep, or weapons 
carrier. Back seats are removed and 
benches a long both si des are subs t i t u ted, 
a canopy is  erected over the whole 
works and then the veh ic le  i s  usu a l l y  
pa inted up  i n  gaudy colors, som e t i m es 
wi th  pol k a  dots. Every jeepney dr iver 
follows a s i m p l e  route,  back and forth 
u p  and down this or that street or boule­
vard. To turn a corner in your travels  
you get  off  one jeepney and hai l  another,  
heading i n  the direct ion desired. S ince 
there were scads of them and fare was 
only ten centavos, I found the free en­
terpri z ing  jeepney system the most e ff i­
c ient  for gett ing from anywhere to any­
where e l se i n  a hurry I 'd  ever seen. 
(Ac t u a l l y ,  as a dr iver  was soon to con­
fide, it was not pure l y  free m arket ;  you 
had to  bribe the cops a peso a day to 
s tay  i n  business. ) 

To h a i l  a jeepney you stand on the 
curb, press your tongue against  your 
front  top teeth and go "Psssssssssst ! "  
Get t i ng the hang o f  m ak ing m y  "Pssssss­
ssst" carry over the sound of traff ic  
took som e  pract ice. U n t i l  then I had 
t roub l e  g e t t i ng the dam ned th ings to 
stop not  on ly  to pick m e  up,  but  a l so to 
let me off--for both occasions take a 
"Psssssssssst ."  

Eventua l ly  I found m y  t ravels tak­
i n g  m e  near  the l argest pub l ic  l i brary, 
so I entered that bu i l d ing to  see if I 
cou l d  f ind a copy of La Ultima Adios by 
J ose R i za l .  Th is most  celebrated F i l i ­
p ino revo l u t ionary i n  the war f o r  i nde­
pendence against Spain  wrote a poem 
c a l led i n  Eng l ish  "The Last Goodbye" on 
the eve o f  his execu t ion by f ir ing squad. 
A m ore rom ant ic  story is  hard to find 
i n  the annals  of poe try or revo lut ion,  as 
is  any which so typi fies the F i l ip ino 
spir i t .  

Expect ing  to f ind a rousing c a l l  
to a r m s ,  I found instead a m e lancholy 
ode o f  a l most  dream - l ike beauty.  
cou ld i m agi ne youn g  g ir l s  p ick ing wi ld 
f lowers and th ink ing o f  J ose R i z a l  as a 
lover as m uch as a revo lut ionist .  F i l i ­
p inos o f  a l l  ages and b o t h  sexes bel ieve 
i n  kn ights  on wh i te  horses, anyway. As 
one wr i ter com m ented, Spanish cu l ture 
before Cervantes m us t  h ave been the 
same way. No man o f  La Mancha ever 
ventured across the l andscape of  the 
Phi l i pp ines, though, so unabashed rom an­
t ic ism re igns on u p  into the present  age. 
Th is is  both a s t rength and a weakness, 
as astonishing heights in idea l ism and 
a pathet ica l ly  t rust ing fa i th  in the flo-

Contlnued on next page 
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Reader's Corner 
Reagan� Drug War 

On every TV channel  i t ' s  the same 
--Ron and Nancy l ive  from the White  
House s i t t i ng roo m ,  read ing  from a te le­
prompter. Nancy says ,  " I  i m pl ore each 
o f  you to be uny ie ld ing  and i n f lex ib le  in 
your oppos i t ion  to drugs. " Ron dredges 
up the patr iot ic  i m agery he is  now fa­
mous for--young so ld iers dying se l f less ly  
to  safeguard American va lues, fa l len  he­
roes who "did th is  for  you, for  me,  for  
a new generat ion" which must  "carry our 
democra t ic  exper i m e n t  prou d l y  forw ard. " 
A l l  of i t  is i n  jeopardy, Ron e m phasi z es, 
because "drugs are m enacing our  society ,  
t h reatening our va l ues, u nderc u t t i ng our 
ins t i t u t ions and k i l l ing our ch i l dre n. "  

From govern m e n t  t o  med ia ,  I a m  
n o t  a l l owed to forget t h e  "cancer of  
drug  use. " The Democrat ic-contro l led  
House has passed an  ant i -drug b i l l  which 
wou l d  deploy the  m i l i t ary i n  an  ef fort  
to bu l w ark the borders aga inst  drug 
smugg l i ng, a severe a r t i c l e  o f  leg is l a t ion 
which wou l d  subject i nd iv idu a l s  to  u n rea­
sonab l e  search and sei z u re,  and au thori ze  
the use  o f  i l lega l l y  obta i ned ev idence i n  
court .  Senators a n d  newspaper ed i tor ia l ­
i s ts  propose oppress ive m easures--tor t u re 
dea lers and h ang them in p u b l i c  squares. 

A l l  over the coun t ry, the a n t i -drug 
zea lo ts  are t ry ing  to  upstage each other 
with feeb le-m i nded and venom ous pro­
posa ls. 

American hypocr isy exposes i tse l f  
w i th t h e  t r u m ped-up pol i t ica l  and m ed i a  
paroxysm of  the  d r u g  pandem ic.  Where, 
one m ight  ask was the  concern for the 
v ic t i m s  when drug abuse and death was 
p r i m a r i l y  a b l ac k  ghetto phenomenon'.? 
A m erica--and by th is  I mean whi te, m id­
d l e  c l ass A m erica--gets invo l ved on ly  
when  i t s  own chi l dren are  a t  r i sk .  In  
the not too d i s tant  past i t  wasn ' t  uncus­
tom ary to see drug addiction as a 
character t ra i t  of indo lent  b l acks and 
Hispanics. Drug addic t ion  and suffering 

A Summer Place 
Continued from page 10 

wery speeches o f  pol i t ic ians go hand i n  
hand wi th  i t .  

T h e n  I tiegan looking u p  biograph i ­
c a l  d a t a  on R i z a l  and m ade an i n terest ­
i n g  discovery. Another hero of  the 
same revo lu t ion ,  Andres Boni facio, had 
been p l ayed down because o f  A m erican 
i n f l uence. R i z a l  had, a t  least i n  the 
op in ion of  one o f  the books I was read­
ing ,  been used to upstage Bon i facio. 
Andres Boni faci o  was more the radic a l  
lef t i s t  firebrand t h a n  J ose R i z a l ,  the 
softspoken · poet. 

On J u ly  4th o f  1 946 the United 
States gave the Repub l ic. o f  the Ph i l i p-

by Kurt Nimmo 
was som eth ing  to be ignored or ascr ibed 
to the i n ferior i t y  of "colored" m i nor i t ies. 
I t ' s  no secre t that  so-c a l led m a fi a  orga­
n i z at ions once m ade agreements  which 
s t i pu l a ted that d rugs, espec i a l l y  hero in ,  
Wou l d  be so l d  exclus ively i n  the ghet to. 
During the Nixon admi nistrat ion,  it is 
a l l eged, hero in  · was c l andes t i ne l y  i m ­
ported from southeast as ia  b y  t h e  CIA 
for  d is tr ibu t ion  i n  A m er ica 's  powderkeg 
ghettos. This was a scheme cooked up 
by the J ohnson adm i n i s t rat ion  after the 
1 96 7  r iots. I t  was a counter insurgency 
tact ic  which proved to be very success­
fu l. 

Heroin i sn ' t  popu lar  i n  the suburbs, 
but cocaine  is. There i s  l i t t l e  threat 
of  i nsurrect ion  i n  P l easan t v i l l e--people 
are tak ing  record amounts  o f  drugs for 
other reasons. Being stoned i s  a way 
of  coping with a bru t a l  and d ism a l  sys­
t e m ,  a system o f  coerced part ic ipat ion  
i n  the d rudgery o f  wage existence. I s  
i t  any wonder that  an  inca lcu lab le  n u m ­
b e r  o f  zeks s t r i ve to ar t i f ic i a l l y  s t i m u ­
la te  the ir  p leasure centers w h e n  a l l  j o y  
and spontane i ty  h ave been e l i m i nated 
from their  l i ves, when their  o n l y  a l terna­
t ive  is  boredom and ted i u m ?  Monoto­
nous jobs i n  vapid o ffices and factor ies, 
dependence on transi tory com modi t ies, 
and surrender of  creat i vi ty  to the au­
thor i tar ian  demands 'of per t i n acious capi­
tal  render m i l l ions hope less, desponden t  
and wooden. Cer t a i n  drugs m a y  des t roy, 
but the destruct ion  is  re l a t i ve l y  quick­
- for many a far better  fate than  being 
effaced s low l y  and l aborious ly,  compe l led  
to produce ar t ic les which are  often  d i ­
vorced from any log ica l  or s ign i f icant  
mean ing. Peopl e  deprived of  iden t i t y  
a n d  worth,  ex i s t i ng i n  t h e  tedious ly  un i ­
for m  and unvarying env ironment  o f  pro­
duct ion,  frequent l y  ingest drugs for the 
same reason the cancer pat ient  i s  a d m i ­
n is tered ana lgesics--to a l lev iate  pa in  a n d  

p i nes i n dependence--a long w i t h  I n tra­
m u ros and the San M igue l  breweries ( i n  
which Doug l as McArthur neverthe less re­
ta i ned a s ign i f icant port ion of  stock).  
Compared to the way the French t rea ted 
the Vietnam ese, Uncle Sam did r ight  
by the F i li pi nos. Yet,  as te l l t a l e  s igns  
such as the R i z a l/Boni facio stor ies  were 
beginn ing to revea l ,  it a l l  looked m uch 
n icer i n  the h istory books that  covered 
the whole m a t ter in a few paragraphs 
and then went on to · som ething e lse. 
Basica l ly, it looked to me l ike the Phi l i p­
p ines had fo rea l i ty been dum ped as an  
unprof i tab le  investment ,  m uch as a cor­
porate cong lom erate wou l d  get rid of 
a subsidiary that was cos t i ng more than 
i t  was worth. G iven a few large m i ne­
ra l  depos i t s, h i s tory probably would 've 

d ist ress. Drug abuse is  a react ion to 
the prospect o f  se l l ing one's l i fe away 
for survival ,  o f  l i v ing i n  a l i fe l ess and 
grotesque c i vi l i z a t ion. 

The hum i l i a t ion  involved i n  the act 
o f  work ing to survive isn ' t  enough--there 
are new demands for obedience and sur­
render e m a n a t i ng from adm in is t rat ive 
centers and boardroom s. Mandatory drug 
tests, reco m m ended by a report from 
the presi dent ' s  Com m ission on Organi zed 
Cr ime , . are designed to guarantee a do­
ci le, sub m i ss i ve, and straight work force, 
a work force which must come to under-

stand that i t ' s  l i fe, on or off  the job, 
belongs to capi t a l .  Ur ina lysis is  bu t the 
l a test a ffront  i n  a psychological  war 
which dem ands a var iety o f  "gi ve-backs" 
--wage cuts, concessions, and lay-offs. 

F i n a l l y ,  the "war on drugs" serves 
as a prototype·  for incursions against  our 
c i v i l  l ibert ies yet to come. Capi t a l ,  i n ­
creas ing ' i t s  essen t i a l  and i nsat iab le  
greed by leaps and bounds ( wh ich are 
ind icat ive of  the ce ler i ty  of  its new 
technologies) has l i t t le to lerance for free­
doms which poten t i a l l y  m i t igate  its y ie ld.  
H u m an equa l i ty--soc i a l ,  po l i t ica l ,  and  
economic  r ights  and pri v i l eges--are ana­
thema to the rapacious character ci f  mo­
dern capi t a l .  On ly  a moron l e ft for two 
hundred years i n . a cave wou l d  bel ieve 
that the presen t  government--an  authori­
tar ian body conceived by a gang o f  s l ave­
hold ing ar istocrats to secure their  wea l th  
from taxat ion  and expropri a t ion-- is  con­
cerned with preserv i ng i n tegral  r ights  
of  a power less and often rese nted pub l ic­
a t - l arge. The ephemera l Amer ican "ex­
per i m e n t "  of  rest ra ined and com p ro m i sed 
freedom ( th a t  is ,  u n t i l  recen t ly,  a free­
dom for w h i t e  m a les w i t h  a t  least mo­
dest amounts  of money) is near ly  f in i sh­
ed.  Even the great  and vu l gar pub l ic ,  
when pol l ed, say that  the B i l l  o f  R ights  
(which,  i nc iden t l y, was inc l uded i n  the 

taken qu i te  another  turn. 
"Too bad they don ' t  l i ke  com m u ­

n i s t s  here , "  I k e p t  th ink i ng. Before 
long I was entertai n i ng dreams  of  com­
ing  back when I got out  o f  the service 
to establ ish a newspaper, The Red Roo­
ster. 

So I wandered the s t reet s  of Ma­
n i la ,  m uch o f  that  day and the next,  
th ink ing  abou t what  i t  wou l d  take to pro­
duce s ign i f icant  p o l i t i c a l  change. 

I sat  in a cafe dr ink ing co ffee and 
day-dream i ng abou t such th ings. E i ther 
" a  summer  p l ace" or "my l i t t l e  corner 
o f  the wor ld" was p l aying on the jukebox. 
Back out on the s treets I noticed how 
m uch m ore s lowly l i fe went on here 
than i n  the states. Pedestr ians moved 
a long at  h a l f  the speed, i t  seem ed. 

CASPAR WEINBERGER'S ON FIR.E 

I 
.J 

I d on't want to work for the d epartment of defense 
I don't want to have to go to any of that great e xpense 
I d on't want to have to put together any of those mi l itary parts 
I don't want to blow up anybody's minds and hearts 
I don't want to be the kind o f  guy who has to l i e  to my parents 
I don't want to have to apply to the government to get security c l e arance 
I 'd  rather just ride my bicycle over to the A & P 
I 'd  rather shop for bargains and then go home and make a l itt le iced tea 
I read the news tod ay oh boy 
Caspar Weinberge r 's  on f ire C a s pa r  Weinberger 
C a spar Weinberger's on fire 
Boy that's the right stuff 

I don't want to work in a missle silo 
I don't want to b e  a dwarf who can't even g o  hi  ho 
I don't want to pu t  hel icopter s  together for united techn ology 
I d on ' t  want to mutilate the world's biology 
I don't want to have to rearrange any of the maps 
I don't want to covertly undermine any of those thi rd world saps 
I ' d  r a ther just go home to s tudy and get myself an M B A  
o r  maybe I ' l l  shoot a l itt le basketbal l  
I read the news today oh boy 
C a spar Weinberger's on fire C a s par Weinberger 
Caspar Weinberger 's  on f ire 
Boy that's the right stuff  

Me don't  want to work for  the department of d efense 
M e  d on't want to have to go to that k ind of g:"eat expense 
:They're gonna parachute me int·o E l  Salvador or maybe Honduras 
I don't know about you but I don't know how much l onger I can endure this 
I don't want to d o  this 
I d on't want to have to put a finger on the nuclear trigger 
I 1ust want to b e  a skating figure in NYC 

· 

. A U  I want to do is be an oyster on the continental  shelf 
A l l  I want to be i s  a shadow of my former self 
I read the news today oh boy 
Caspar Weinberger's on f ire C a s pa r  Weinbe rger 
Ca spar Weinberger's on fire C a s pa r  Weinberger 

Tired of the same old shit day 
after day? 

Frustrated by the impotence of 
your desires in an alien world of things 
and their prices? 

Want to get out of your rut, and 
experience something genuinely new and 
different? 

D I SARM AUTHOR ITY 
A R M  YO U R  D E S I R E S  

Read about and study anarchist 
ideas-news, history, theory-put l:hem 
into practice.... And dcin't forget to 
subscribe to: 

- A Ji..T .A T;Jrm7 • ..,.. ...... o1 
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Only $3.00 for six issues. 

ANARCHY, c/o C.A;L. , POB 
380, Columbia, MO. 65205 

Const i tu t ion only a fter m uch debate) i s  
dangero1;1s, g ives c r i m i n a l s  ( poor cr i m i ­
na ls,  t h a t  i s )  t oo m any r ights ,  a n d  is an  
incent i ve to "anarchy." 

There was n ' t  m uch choice but  to get i n  
the mood for i t. A s  m uch was true o f  
m y  p lans for revo l u t ion. I was a m ar i ne, 
so they wou l d  have to wait .  

Sunday a f ternoon I was back i n  
Paco, gett ing  r ip-roaring drunk w i t h  
Soledad, be fore stagger ing  aboard the 
bus and re turn ing to base. With m e  I 
a lso took som e n ice m emories o f  the 
previous n ight  spent  w i th  a lovely pro­
s t i tute  i n  my Chinese hote l .  

Ten months l ater,  upon return ing 
to the U.S. and gett ing  discharged, I 
bough t  a boat t icket  w i th  my separat ion 
pay. I was going back to Mani la ,  provi­
d ing  I cou l d  f igure out how to survive 
once I arrived--broke. Actua l ly  m y  idea 
was to som ehow m ake som e  more money 
before departure t i m e. I prepared lec­
t ures o f  m y  experiences i n  the m ari nes 
i n  the far east and a t tempted to go i n to 
busi ness se l l ing t ickets for them. In­
stead, I wound up  cash i ng in m y  boat 
t icket and going to New Orleans. The 
chances o f  wind ing up  a squatter i n  the 
C i ty  of Wa l l s  myse l f  see m ed too great. 

As it was, I went for two weeks 
w i thout eat ing in New Orleans before 
secur ing part-t i m e  work. From there o n  
m y  l i fe took .other turns and where I 
w as located geograph ica l l y  came to seem 
less and less i m portant  as the years 
passed. You can promote revo l u t ionary 
va lues and raise consciousness wherever 
you find yourse l f. And wherever you 
are you can s tudy the soc i a l  mechanisms 
that  cause m assive s tarvation and work 
to stop them.  
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Caspar Welnberger's on Fire, Lovesvi l le, and Godel ,  Escher, Bach: The Eternal Golden Rap are all avai lable 
on a new 45 for $2.50 postpaid (_+ _ $2.00 for additional copies) from Iron Lung. POB 952, Columbia. MO. 65205 
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Letters 
Never again please 

Dear C.A. L. ,  
We request th at you never 

agai n put the Anarchy journa l  i n  
o u r  y ard. 

R . & D.M.,  Columbia,  MO. 

New discovery 
fe l l as, 

Discovered y ' a l l  
t h e  o n l y  free magaz ine  
l i ke  pay ing  for. Here 's  
3 subscr ipt ions • • • •  

w/# 1 2 , 
1 fe l t  

$ 9  for 

Eat the r ich,  
C.G. ,  Col u m b i a, MO . 

Off to col lege 

Hi Lev, 
Thanks for w r i t i ng back. 

Off I go lo co l lege�-! just read 
the "Poverty  o f  Student  L i fe" 
pamph l e t  from France '68 .and 
chuck led at  how per fect i t  i s  in  
desc r i b i ng cer t a i n  aspects o f  
co l lege. Bu t I a l so fe l t  s a d  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t i me.  I ' ve never 
wan ted to go to  co l l ege but I 
don ' t  know what  e l se to do 
w i thout working . . • .  ! spoke w i th 
a cou p l e  peopl e  from Germany 
and they concur  w i th your sen­
t iments  on the G reens. They 
say they haven ' t  got ten  invo l ved 
with them because they are just  
another l i bera l - l e f t  party ,  e tc. 
They say that Amer.icans have 
a pre t t y  p icture o f  the Greens 
that i sn ' t  rea l ly t rue. Wishful  
t h i n k i ng probab ly .  I s t i l l  th ink  
there  must  be som e t h i n g  there 
though cos Cohn-Be n d i t  is st i l l  
w i t h  them.  Who knows ! ?  .. . .  

T .M. ,  Iowa C i t y ,  IA .  

Shirt less women 

Anarchy, 
I do l i k e  your newsp<1per l  

I t ' s  got som e  a r t i c l es t h a t  are 
q u i t e  i n t eres t i ng & a l i t t l e out 
o f t h e  m a i ns t re a m  (out  o f  the 
m a i ns t r e a m  for a n arch is t  rn a g ' s  
t h a t  i s l ! ) .  M y  f a v e  w a s  "Sh i r t ­
less p i c n i c . "  Perso n a l l y ,  i t  
re a l l y  p i sses m e  o f f  t h a t  m e n  
c a n  go around sh i r t l ess & 
women c annot ,  hu t I d idn ' t  
k now other  peo p l e we re t h i nk i ng 
abou t this a l so . . . . 

La t er on , 
L u n a  T i c k s ,  Ph i l a . PA.  

(Editor's note: Luna's com ix 
have appeared i n  ANARCHY 
# 1 2 and in this i ssue. We'll  
publish more in fu ture issues.) 

Sexist graphic 

Dear Anarchy, 
I just  recei ved a copy o f  

No. 1 2  & I ' m  peeved Li t  the 
graph ic  on  the back page. To 
re fresh your memory:  i t 's LI 
p i c t u re o f  a sea ted m a n ,  h i s  
head  i n  h is  hands, w i t h  a wo­
m a n  k nee l i ng at  h i s  fee t ,  ho ld­
ing  one o f  h i s  legs ( m i n i s ter ing  
to h i s  ( k )needs? ) .  This  i s  a 
sex i s t  & o f fensive graphic.  I t  
dep icts  t h e  subjugat ion o f  wo­
m y n, fu l f i l l ing our soc i e t a l  ro l e  
as nuturers o f  men.  Wdu l d  you 
have pr inted a p ic t u re o f  a 
b l ack m i n is ter ing  i n  th is  pose to 

@ ,WHA T IS GO VERNMEN T.? 

SWI N D L E D , D E C EIV E D ,  
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a whi te?  Or a m an m i n ister ing 
i n  th is  way to a woman? I 
dare you . 

Denying  that  th is  i m age 
perpe tuates the sexism which 
is a l ready k i l l i ng wom y n  does n ' t  
work; 

When w i l l  sexist  anarchists 
( m os t l y  m a le, som e  fem a l e  i n 
my experience) rea l i z e  that  
m isogyny doesn ' t  d isappear the 
day the l abe l  "anarch ist"  i s  don­
ned? It  t akes long hard work,  
& self-c r i t ic i s m is a key part 
of  th is  process. 

Whi le  s m ashing the s tate,  
why not s m ash the patr iarchy? 
(They ' re pre t t y  m uch the same 
t h i ng. ) 

P.S. 
Kat Morgan, Bou lder,  CO. 
The ar t ic le  on  womyn 

tak ing  
great 
wo m y n !  

b a c k  our  bodies was 
to see ! Yeah radica l  

Lev Chernyi replies 

never cease to be 
amazed at how cocksure some 
ideologues can be that their 
own personal,  idiosyncratic in­
terpretations of other people's 
photographs and graphic art are 
the absolute, unquestionable last 
word & gospel truth. 

I ' m genuinely curious how 
it is that you ' know exactly 
what this drawir;g--expresses; 
that you know it was ei ther 
meant to be "sexist and offen­
sive," or that even if  its creator 
intended otherwise, that it is 
"sexist and offensive" anyway! 

-

Is it pol i t ically incorrect 
for a woman to be "nurturing"? 
Is a l l  "nurturing of men by wo­
men" a "sub jugat ion of worn y n"? 
I f  you answer "yes" to any of 
these three questions, I suggest 
you step back a m inute and 
take a look at how far your 
ideological fem inism has driven 
you away from understanding 
and appreciating the richly am­
biguous and interwoven realities 
we all live through with our 
friends, neighbors, lovers & 
strangers every day. Your re­
treat into the abstract "safety" 
of a rigid, black-&-white system 
of Interpretation, and the 
moralistic, absolutist judgements 
it entai ls, only i solates you 
from l ife; it adds nothing of 
value to i t. 

Zombies for J esus 
Dear Edi tor  o f  Anarchy, 

R eceived 3 of your papers 
i n  my m a i l box .  As a born -agai n 
Chr is t i a n  I o f  course cuu l d  1 1 o t  
recei ve the m a t er i a l  i n  yuur  
paper. I t  insu l t s  m y  i n t e l l i ­
gence and the l anguage used 
was horrendous. The p ic t u res 
d id  not boos t m y  mora l ( s ic )  
ei ther.  

The reason you are so un­
h appy i s  because the world sys­
tem i s  run by Satan and he has 
no m ercy for anyone,  but the 
good news i s  that  one day soon· 
J es us Chr i s t  who d ied for you & 
m e  w i l l  ru le  the wor ld  and h is  
govern ment  w i l l  be a j us t  
govern m e n t  and Sa t L! n  w i l l  be  
bound  i n  a p i t  and an ;.inge l  
guard ing the p i t .  

The U.S.  is  s t i l l  the best  
p l ace to  l i ve-- i f  you don ' t  t h i n k  
so t r y  l i v ing i n  som e  o �·her 
count ries for a w h i l e  and  co m ­
pL!re. 

I hLJve enc l osed a t rac t  
. (Editor's note: excerpts from 
1 the tract appear on this page. ) 

wh i c h  I wou ld l i k e  you to read 
w i th a n  open m i nd as I d i d read 
one of your papers w i t h  an open 
m i nd.  But si nce I h ave the '
m i n d  of Chr i s t , the  H o l y  Sp i r i t 
in me said ,  "rejec t . "  

I s t i l l  s a y  y o u  c a n  l i ve an  
overcom i ng l i fe even i n  th is  

"This is a sexist 
& offensive graphic. 

It depicts the 
subjugation of womyn, 

fulfilling our societal 
role as nurturers 

of men." 

wo r l d  system.  The joy o f  the 
Lord i s  my strength. My way 
o f  l i fe works . and . yours does n ' t  
beca use y o u  a r e  s o  unh appy. 
However,  I s t i l l  love you i n  the 
Lord and I w i l l  be pray i ng t h a t  
God w i l l  o p e n  t h e  spi r i t u a l  
unders t anding o f  y o u r  eyes soo n .  

Love i n  J esu,s N a m e  
S.S. , Co l u m b i a ,  MO. 

P.S. Don ' t  send m e  anym ore of 
your papers.  

Lev Chernyi replies 

It is mindless drivel l ike 
this which makes me wonder 
If there was ever any human 
intelligence in "born-agains" be­
fore they gave up their l ives 
for . Jesus. Or were they a l l  just 
brain-dead from birth? Serious­
ly, th is whole mental ity is  quite 
frightening to me--it rem i nds 
me of the "Night of the Living 
Dead." Only the husk of a 

"Learn to HA TE for 
GOD. These are 

those tiny, rectan­
gular "Christian" 

comic books that 
grinning zombies hand 

you on the street-­
the ones with 

atrocious art and an 
almost prehuman level 

of sheer, unbridled 
hate, manipulating 
the lowest human 

religious instincts • • • •  

If the Devil were 
looking for something 

to make Jesus look 
bad, this is it . • • •  

Jesus would puke! 
These rank right down 

there with the 
craziest Nazi UFO 

ranting�, yet to many 
ignorant ·  racists, these 

are Truth." 
· (Quote from the 

WHOLE EARTH 
REVIEW [No. 52), 
POB 1 5 1 87, Santa 

Ana, CA. 92705) 

hum an form is left. The m ind 
and personality are tota l l y  sup­
planted by an al ien bei ng (in 
this case an alien ideology). 

If Jesus is the answer, the 
question must be "How can I 
com m it mental suicide?" One 
of the founders of the anarchist 
movement, Michael Bakunin, 
sum med up the relation of rel i­
gion and human freedom quite 
succinctly: 

"The i dea of God i mp l i es 
the abdi cat ion of human reason 
a:id just ice; it is  the m ost dec i ­
sive nega t ion of h u m an l i berty 
and necessa r i ly ends i n  the en­
slavement of m ank ind both i n  
theory and pract ice. 

He who des i res to worsh i p  
God m ust harbor n o  c h i ld i sh 
i l lusions about the m atter but 
bravely renounce his l i berty and 
humani ty." 

So, don' t worry S.S. , we won 't 

"JESUS SAITH UNTO H I M, I AM THE WAY, 
HIE TRUTH AND THE L IFE :  NO MAN 

COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY ME :· 
.10/.IJ( 1"1:6 

BtJNK- 1 DON 'T 
N EED CHRIST ! 
THERES NOTH ING 
WRONG WITH ME ! 

I ' ll  MAKE IT 
MY WAY ! 

0DEPART FROM M E ,  
YE C U RS E D,  I NTO 

EVER LASTI N G  F I RE,  
PREPARED FOR THE 

DEVI L  AND H I S  
A N GELS 

send you anymore of our papers 
--there's no one at home to 
read them anyway. You' re just 
another zombie for J esus! 

Under my cel l  door 
Anarchy, 

I a m  a p r i so n e r  here in 
Texas.  I a m  doi n g  a 4-year 
se n tence for possess i o n  o f  2 
h i ts of LSD. Because I have 
re fused to subm i t  to forced 
s l ave l abor , I h ave been pu t in 
so l i tary  con f i n e m e n t .  I s pend 
23 hours a day i n  a 6 - foo t  by 
9 - foo t  c e l l ,  o n l y  com i ng o u t  for 
a n  hour each day for a recrea­
t i o n  period and a 3 - m i nu t e  
shower. Because · a m not 
earn ing  any "good - t i m e" c red i t ,  
t h e  warden t o l d  m e  I m u s t  do 
my se n t ence d ay for day. I 

won ' t d i sc harge u n t i l  August  o f  
'88. 

Someone,  who do not  

.... _r'-'"'.,,,.;",�- .../"- •  fdJ= w :��>1/�P 
"AND WHOSOEVER WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN T H E  BOOK OF LIFE WAS CAST INTO T H E  LAKE 

OF FIRE." 

Revelat ion 20: 1 5  
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k now, sl i pped an issue of  Anar­
chy under m y  ce l l  door th is  
a fternoon and I found  i t  to be 
very i n terest ing  reading- • • .  

Thanx,  
E.M. , Tennessee Colony,  TX. 

Radical decentralism 

Editor ,  
I ' ve been involved w i t h  

Greens and Bioregiona l is ts  as 
an upfront  l i bertar ian-Gandh ian­
radica l decen tra l is t  for  the las t  
2 �  years.  I ' ve had  many  sorry 
run- ins  w i t h  the more author i ­
tar ian  ( mos t l y  m a le ,  som e  fe­
m a le )  types. But I do t h i n k  i t  
i m por t a n t  that ant i -author i tar ians 
con t i nue our i nvo lvement  i n  
Green a n d  Bioregional  orga n i z a ­
t ions  because t h e  ecologica l  
v iewpoi n t  i s  i nhere n t l y  radica l ­
dece n t ra l is t-anarch ist .  

f i rs t ,  we m ust keep push­
ing the log ica l  conclusions of 
non-v io lence, decentra l i s m ,  g rass-
roots/consensus democracy,  
fem i n ism and d iversi ty  that  
G reens and Bioregio n a l is ts  t a l k  
abou t s o  m uch. Non-violence 
means  not  just  non-v io len t  
act ion ,  or non-violent  c iv i l ian­
based defense, but  non-v io lent  
sanct ions to "enforce" com m un i ­
t y  l aws or decisions. That 
means only non-vio l e n t  methods 
l i ke pub l i c i t y ,  p icke t i ng and 
boycotts ;  no pol ice wi th  guns or  
prisons. Decentralism can  be 
bureaucratic ( top down decis ions 
as to how m uch power for local  
com m u n i t ies is  "appropr iate"  or 
"prac t ica l " )  or  i t  can be radical 
(break i ng down nat ion-states and 
achieving com m u n i t y  autonomy 
and se l f-de ter m i na t ion through 
w i thdrawal  of conse n t  from the 
cen tra l  gover n m e n t ) .  We, of 
course, push fpr the la t ter. 
Grassroots/consensus democracy 
means you don ' t  m ake a deci­
sion t i l l  a lmost  everyone agrees, 
so no e l i tes can i m pose their  
w i l l  on  the major i t y, or  m ajori­
t ies i m pose i t  on  m i nor i t ies. 
Fem inism means wom e n ,  and 
less aggressive men, can s tand 
up to the most  dom i n a n t  m a les 
i n  the group (who usu a l l y  are 
s tat i s ts  and cent r a l is ts )  and des­
cribe the negat i ve effect the i r  
dom i n ance i s  hav ing on other  
m e m bers o f  the g roup. Diversity 
m eans to lerance for anarch i s t  
com m u n i t y  a l ternat i ves. 

Second,  we must  both g ive 
support to other a n t i -authori­
tar ian  . Greens  and Bioregiona l ­
i s ts  a n d  encourage those lean ing  
i n  that  direct ion  to learn m ore 
abou t and s t rengthen their com­
m i t m en t  to our l iber tar ian-an t i ­
au thori tar ian  i n terpre t a t ions o f  
non-violence, decen t ra l i s m ,  
democracy, fem i n i s m  and d iver­
s i t y. 

Whi le  i t  can be pa infu l  
dea l i ng w i th  the au thori tar ians 
i n  Green and Bioregional groups 
and frus trat ing  to  see how m an y  
i n  t hese groups v ac i l l ate  be­
tween ant i-au thor i t ar ian  and  
author i tar ian  pos i t ions,  i t  i s  re­
ward i ng to me to see that the 
m ore pur ist ,  radical  i n terpreta­
t ions o f  Green/bioregiona l  va­
lues are beco m i ng more and 
more accepted by the m ajor i t y  
o f  members. I ' d  encourage peo­
ple to beco m e  invo lved in the ir  
local  Green and Bioregiona l  
g roups. However, avoid the 
"nat iona l "  organ i z a t ions where 
the real power tr i ppers tend to  
congregate. L oose network ing 
and  s t ra tegi z i ng on a con t i n e n t a l  
l e v e l  a r e  a l l  t h a t ' s  rea l l y  neces-
sary. 

My news l e t t er,  Decentral­
ize!,  i s  dedicated to exp lor ing 
non-vio lent  radica l decentra l i s t  
s tra tegies and advocat ing  pos i­
t ions  I ' ve m e n t ioned i n  th is  let­
ter.  Decentralize! i s  a quarter­
ly, $3 per year. Send for a 
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free samp le  to 632  C l overda ie,  
Box # I  06, Los Ange les, North 
A m erica 90036. 

Opt i m is t ica l l y, 
Carol  Moore, Los Angeles, CA. 

Punk poetry 

Dear Anarchy, 
Wel l  he l l ,  i t ' s  abou t t i m e  

I wro t e  you a l l  . . . ! cam e across  
so me poe m s. I t h i n k  you ' l l  l i ke 
them.  P l ease p r i n t  one or two 
or a l l  i n  the nex t  i ssue .  They 
were a l l  wr i t ten  by Bruce Fe l d t .  

P .A. ,  Saratoga,  CA. 

Politician's War 

sit alone, tired and cold 
wil l  not die t i l l  my 

story told 
My heart is heavy, my 

feet are sore 
I came to fight 

politician's war 

So hard to tel l  from 
friend or foe 

When wil l  it stop, I don ' t  
know 

I got a wound deep in 
my soul 

It helps to ease this 
bullet hole 

They shipped me here to 
save the day 

To free the people or so 
they say 

But the children stare 
with haunted eyes 

As Agent Orange pollutes 
their skies 

And foreign soldiers 
protect their land 

And speak in words they 
don't  understand 

And ki l l  the gui lty and 
ki l l  the poor 

And stil l  they fight 
poli t ician\s war 

Seagul l  anarchists 

Dear com rades o f  the League, 
first,  I se nd you an  e m ­

brace, hoping that y o u  f ind e n ­
�oy m e n t  & exce l len t  hea l t h ,  and 
t h a t  your fam i l ies and  other 
anarch is t  com rad�s i n  the U.S.  
f ind  the same. 

Thank you very m uch for 
sending the m a t e r i a l  w e  re­
cei ved. It  i s  very .i n teres t i ng 
in i t s  con tent .  

I n  your correspondence, 
you asked me "Who is Lore n z o ? "  
I ! i s  n a m e  was Anse l mo Lore n z o ,  

a Spanish anarch ist  theor i s t  who 
was born in 1 842 and died i n  
1 9 1 4 . O n e  o f  h i s  books i s  e n t i ­
t led El Proletariado Militante. 
Another Spaniard we l l - k nown 
for  h is  l i bertar ian  ideas  a s  
R icardo Me l l a. Som e  others 
are Federico Urales,  J ose Pra t ,  
Tarrida del  Marmol  a n d  Fel i pe 
A l ai z .  L iber tar ian i deas were 
brought to Vene zue la  by the 

Spaniards who came here a fter 
the fal l  o f  the Spanish re vu lu­
t ions. They have ,  i n  one way 
or another,  spread their  teach­
ings and brough t  recogn i t ion to 
the com rades precedi ng them 
i n  their f ight .  

We can ' t  say very good 
t h i ngs about the econo m ic s i tua­
t ion  here. The pres ident  has  
issued so m e  off ic ia l  s tatements ,  
bu t we don ' t  know who w i l l  
bene f i t  from them.  C i ty wor­
kers cont inue to be pounded by 
the high cost o f  l i v ing.  Every 
day the unemployment  rate  i s  
h igher. Persona l  i nsecu r i t y  i s  
gro w i ng ,  because so m e  peop le  
have ne i ther the foundat ion ,  nor  
the educa t ion  to seek a l i festy le  
other than those o f  cr i m i na ls  
or  th ieves. Pol i t ica l  part ies are 
d i verg ing more from the ordi­
nary in  these l as t  few years. 
Yet not even they m ake a rea l  
oP,pos i t ion  to tht! reg i m e. We 
anarchists  m ake up  very few 
o f  those i n  po l i t ica l part ies, but  
we of ten  use som e  o f  their  

AS WE SEE IT! 
-cofumbia anarchist league 

Common perspectives on ourselves, 
our world and social change. 
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oppos i ng forces to appl y  a l i t -
t l e  pressure. The part ies use 
ter ms  l i ke "se l f-manage m e n t "  
f o r  their  own purposes & ends,  
and we try  to refute  their 
usage. Not because the ter m s  
belong exc lus ive ly  t o  anarch ists ,  
bu t because t hey ' re g iv ing  them 
bad mean ings. 

f i n a l l y ,  I don ' t  h ave con- · 
tac t  w i th  com rades of other 
s tates--they haven ' t  sen t  me 
much i n format ion.  I hope 
som eday  to  join wi th  som e  in 
Caracas,  the cap i to l .  I hope 
they wr i te  me soon. 

for the i n ternat iona l  anar­
c·h i s t  movemen t !  

Down with  the nuc lear  
threa t !  

Hea l th  t o  m y  com rades o f  the 
Columbia Anarchist League 

G.P. ,  Nuc leo Anarquista  Gaviota  
San Mateo, Venezue la  

Swedish translation 

Hey! 
I read your paper, Anarchy, 

som e t i m es. I wou l d  l i ke  to i m ­
prove th is  by subscr ib i ng.  

Once I came across a text 
o f  yours ca l led  "As We See I t ! "  
I f  i t  is  poss ib le  would  you send 
m e  (us)  this tex t --we wou ld  l i ke 
tu t rans la te  i t  to our l anguage 
(Swedish)  i f  you don' t  m i nd !  . . . .  

W a r m  wishes from a co l d  
country !  

L .K . ,  Lund ,  Sweden 

Charge my battery 

Dear Sirs and L adies,  
I am a 64-year-old grand­

m other,  RN, and Chapla in .  Your 
paper was put  on my lawn un­
so l ic i ted. I was shocked that 
such a group exis ts. You m ay 
fee l you are t ry ing  to save the 
wor ld ,  but  2 , 000 years ago, 
J esus, m y  Lord, died for the 
sins of the wor ld ,  to change 
m e n ' s  hearts ,  and He i s  s t i l l  
being rejected today (Editor's 
note: Thank . God for that! )  I n  
order to change t h e  wor l d  w e  
must  s t a r t  w i t h  ind iv idu a l  
hear ts.  When an unregenera te 
bat tery is  used, no car i s  going 
t o  star t !  

S o  mank i nd i s  u n regenera te ,  
and b y  accept i ng Chri s t ' s  l ove 
and sacri fic i a l  and v icarious 
death on the cross,  a man or 
wom a n  becomes a l i ve. He or 

. she there fore has a new I i  f e. 

P l ease do not send me any 
more papers, as the p ic tures 
and cuss words o f fended me.  
Som e  of  your facts  were, or  
I shou l d  say,  cou l d  be true,  but  
on ly  Chr is t  i s  the L i fe. 

Yours t ru ly ,  
f.S. , Columbia ,  MO. 

Lev repents 

Okay! I give up already! 
Give me a ·Bible and let me 
pray ! I know I'm gui lty in the 
eyes of the Lord. I'm a sinner 
and should get down and 
crawl at his stinking feet--hell ,  
I ' m not even good enough to 
lick his slimy toe-jam ! Lord, 
let me be your most abject 
slave, your most demented, 
pathetic, decorticate appendage! 
Only then can I be truly happy 
in the lobotom ized bliss you' l l  
provide for me. I know I can 
trust you to erase any negative 
thoughts from my poor, short­
circuited brain. Only when I 
can do your complete bidding 
with no more l ingering con­
sciousness of my own human 
existence wil l  I truly com pre­
hend your glory. Until  then 
Lord, if I think of you as the 
most despicable Invention of the 
human mind in its weakest mo­
ment, please don' t  think too bad 
of me. After all, all I need 
do is look at the disgusting his­
tory of your religion and your 
churches to be thoroughly ·re­
vol ted by a chronicle of l ies, 
murder, torture, genocide, humi­
liation, sadism, supersti tion, and 
sel f-destruction unequal led by 
any other historical idea or 
movement (al though the world's 
Marxist-Lenlnist-whatevers are 
sure giving the record their 
best shot). So God, forgive me, 
but to paraphrase Bakunin, if 
you really existed, i t  would be 
necessary to destroy you. 

Cooperation the key 

Lev Chernyi ,  
Thanks for the sum mer 

issue o f  Anarchy. We espec i a l l y  
appreci ated t h e  Gentle Anar­
chist i nsert .  Cooperat ion is  the 
key to the fu ture--Propaganda 
by deed! . . . .  

War m l y ,  
D . M . ,  The Neither/Nor Press, 

Ann Arbor, MI .  

Whatever that  person does, i f . r--t-------�--' 
that  person reads the B i b l e  and 
prays ,  he w i l l  becom e  the sa l t  
o f  the earth,  a l i ght  o n  a dark 
h i l l . R uss ia 's  revo l u t ion w as 
anarchy against  the k ings, but  
i t  se t up i t s  own Po l i t buro of  
m i n i a t ure k i ngs, e tc. S t a l i n  
w a s  a Catho l i c  p r i e s t ,  ye t  h e  
m u rdered o v e r  2 1  m i l l ion per­
sons, bu t he w as an  unregene­
rate m an. Wi thou t a persona l  
k now l edge o f  J esus Chr is t  a l l  
m e n  are m i n ia ture d icta tors. 

I am enclosing l i terature 
to help you see the L ight .  

O U T R A G E D ,  O IS H mJ O U R E D ,  

COPYRIGHT 198 1 
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Letters 
"Undoubtedly, when you see 

an El Salvadoran, an African or a 
Palestinian bound in chains or 
trussed in ropes you recognize 

it to be the political terrorism 
it is. 

Unfortunately, I guess a 
woman screaming sti l l  sounds to 

you like your pleasure and 
entertainment." 

Damn good 

Picked  up Rn i ssue o f  
Anarchy off  the · f l oor a t  a hard­
core concer t .  D<imn,  y o u  guys  
are good.  P u t  m e  on the sub­
scr i p t ion  l i s t .  

T h a n x ,  
A.S. , S t .  Lou is ,  M O .  

Good brain food 

Fo lks ,  
Thanks  for  the subsc r i p t i o n  

and t h e  b a c k  i ssues . . .  good bra in  
food being qu ick ly  d igested '  
Espec i a l l y  enjoyed A l f  Sprac k ' s  
"P l aying for keeps" i n  number 
1 2 .  

I was t u rned o n  t o  your 
jou rna l  by E.B. Maple and the 
Fifth Estate gang,  whose paths  
I bri e f l y  c rossed w h i l e i n  a De­
tro i t  R&R band.  

Your pub l i c a t ions  both 
have a s t ra igh t - forward  way of 
observ ing and  ponder ing  w i thou t 
rhetor i c ,  but  w i t h  an under ly ing  
s t r a i n  o f  opt i m i s m .  I t ' s  a good 
b a l ance to my own b leaker  v iew 
o f  the fu t u re. 

So I ' l l  con t i nu e  t o  t ry to 
s ift  some truth ou t o f  the h a z e  
o f  decep t i o n  just  i n  c a s e  w e  
get  a b r e a k  (or m ak e  one ) !  

" I t  can ' t h appen here" (bu t 
i t  has ) .  

J .T . ,  Roy a l  Oak,  MI .  

Autogestionaria 
Anarchy , 

H e l l o !  I se nd a copy o f  
m y  ' z i ne. hope i t ' s  r i g h t  for 

in an independent co-opera t i ve ,  
here.  And doing m any ac t i v i ­
t i e s  l i k e  t h e  ' z ine, a band,  
m ont h l y  m e e t ings in a p a r k ,  and 
propaganda & demos a g a i n s t  po­
l ice abuse.  I can  send i n fo 
abou t L h i s  country i f  y ou ' re i n ­
t eres ted  and are s o  l uc ky a s  t o  
underst and m y  Eng l i s h !  

Th ank s beforehand,  
P . M . , Buenos A i res,  Argen t i na  

P . S .  We ' re work ing o n  a l i brary 
w i t h  pub l i c a t ions from abroad 
and loc a l l y . 
(-Editor's note: an excerpt from 
an article in P.M. 's z ine con­
cerning anti-po l ice demos ap­
pears be low. )  

Wonderful people 

You wonder fu l peo p l e  a t  
C . A . L.  a r e  t h e h i ppes t o f  a n y  
I ' ve com e ac ross. P l ease send 
you r pub l ic a t i o n  to m e  for a 
long t i m e  . . . .  

I l o v e  you. 
M y  fam i l y l o ves you.  
The anarch i s t s  I work w i t h  

love you. 
Th<i n k s  a g a i n .  

E. R . ,  M i nneapo l i s , MN.  

"R" for reactionary 

Dear e d i tor,  
Nope,  we won ' t  decl are 

Anarchy pornograph ic for re­
pr i n t i ng the  I rv ing  K l a w bondage 
shots l i ke you ' re "hoping" for.  
Bu t ,  you do get  a rat ing o f  "R" 
for React ionary  for confus ing  
res t r a i n t  a n d  bondage w i t h  
sex u a l  freedom and l i ber a t ion .  

Undou b t e d l y ,  when you see 
an  E l  S a l v adora n ,  an  A fr ican  
or a P a l es t i n i a n  bou nd i n  c h a i n s  
or t russed i n  ropes y o u  recog­
n i z e  i t  to be t h e  pol i t i c a l  ter­
ror i s m  it  i s .  U n fo r t u n a t e l y ,  I 
guess a wom a n  scre a m i ng s t i l l  
sounds t o  you l i k e  your  p l easure 
and ente r t a i n m e n t .  

H e y ,  I l o v e  sodo m y  too'  
Bu t we can be pro-sex w i t hou t 
advoc a t i ng the pornograph i c  i deo­
logy. L e t ' s  s top  excus ing  m e n ' s  

sophis t  (Soph i s t :  A weaver o f  
l i es or someone w ho l ies 
t h rough their  t ee t h . )  m ag a z i nes 
as art and free, crea t i ve speech 
i n s t ea d  of the  corporate  propa­
ganda it i s .  L e t ' s  e x pect rea l  
d i a logue and d iscuss ion  from 
m e d i a  pub l ishers abou t sexu a l i ty , 
i ns tead  o f  the  prese n t  ind i scr i ­
m i n a t e  consu m p t i on o f  fe t ish i z ed 
i m ages con t ro l l e d  by sex c a p i ­
t a l i s ts . 

And w h i l e  I ' m  at i t ,  bravo 
to t h ose fant a s t i c  C o l u m b i a  wo­
m en and m en who took p a r t  in 
the s h i r t - free p icnic a t  Peace 
Park. They i l l us t r a t e  per fec t l y  
h o w  w e  c a n  m o v e  beyond porno-

Nikki Craft 

graphers '  e x p l o i t a t ion of wom en 
and nud i ty to a rea l  acce p t ance 
and e m powe r m ent of our own 
bodies.  L a s t l y ,  l e t ' s  ask a l l  
these r ich  w h i t e  boys ( H e f ,  
Guccione and F lynt) w hy t h e y  
never t a k e  o f f  t h e i r  own 
c l o t hes. I m ean rea l ly.  Anar-
c h i s t s  are too s m a r t  to buy 
that b i l l  of goods !  

Let 's  e,e t  t h e  pornogra­
phers off o u r  backs and p u t  
sexu a l i t y  b a c k  into o u r  own 
h ands ( and our f r i ends and p a r t ­
ners h ands t o o ,  o f  course) .  

N i k k i  C r a f t ,  C i t i z ens for M e d i a  
Res pons i b i l i ty W i t h o u t  L a w ,  

Oshkosh,  W I .  
P.S.  Nope w e  don' t support  
l a w s  t h a t  would keep you from 
r unning any photo.  In fac t ,  to 
show t h e  world what a rea l ly 
"reb e l "  pub l ic a t i on you are w hy 
don ' t  you r un a photo o f  t w o  
b l ack m e n  h ang ing f r o m  a t ree 
and s m i l ing a bo u t  it .  Look t o  
L arry F l ynt as your exa m p l e. 
Bu t then your good taste w o u l d  
proba b l y  keep you from doing 
t h a t  any w ay.  R i g h t ?  

Badguy responds 

"The c h i ef ene m y  of creat i v i ty 
is 'good taste"'--Pablo P icasso 

Nikki Craft's letter shou ld have 
been addressed to me, since I 
take fu l l  and sole responsibi l i ty 
for what appears in "The Bad­
guy repor t." 

In the l as t issue I w rote: 
"The Posta l  I nspection Ser­

vice took a look at our paper 
and dec i ded we haC'.l n ' t  v i o l a ted 
a sect ion of the law w h i c h  for­
b i ds the m a i l i n g  of 'obscene and 
c r i me-inc i t i n g  m ater i a ls. '  I t 's 
k i nd of e m barass i n g  to report 
that we d i d n ' t  m ake the grade. 

It was exac t l y  30 years 
ago • • •  that the Postoff ice Depart­
ment den ied the use of the 
m a i ls to I r v i n g  K l a w .  K l aw 
was desc r i bed as 'one of the 
nation 's l a r gest dea lers i n  porno­
graph ic m ater i a l . '  We are re­
p r i n t i n g  some photos w h i c h  RE/­
SEARCH m a ga z i ne ca l l s typ ical  
exa m p l es of K l aw's photographs 

a copy of yours. I ' m  very i n ­
terested i n  pol i t i c a l  punk  i d e ­
o logy. I ' m  an arch i s t ,  t oo. Be t ­
ter ,  s a y  autogestionaria ( I  t h i n k  
i n  Eng l ish i t  m i g h t  be  so m e t h i n g  
l i ke sel f-managemen t ) .  T h a t  
i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  anarchy i s  for 
l i v i n g  today the bes t way pos s i ­
b le ,  t r y i ng to create se l f ­

The police are the backbone of democracy ! 

i n  as m an y  ac t i v i ­
can. I ' m  working 

T H AT'S G O V E R N M E NT,  T H AT'S ITS 
J U ST I C E ,  T H AT'S ITS M O R A L I T Y !  

Vote for repression! 
Edi tor's note: The fol low ing 
i n format ion is excerpted from 
an Argentine punk anarchist 
' z ine published in Buenos Aires 
in order to help give our rend­
ers some idea o f  the current 
situation and level of activ i t ies 
there. We hope to be able 
to publish m ore up-to-darn in­
formation on Sou th American 
anarchists in future issues. 

J u l y  1 985: We asked for the 
abol i t ion  o f  the pol i ce e d i c t s  
and "bac k g round checks. " O f  
course, w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  anywhere. 
December 27:  A no t her demon­
s t r a t i on aga inst  po l ice abuse--

g e t t i ng r id  o f  the r i d ic u l ou s  
l a w s  t h a t  con t ro l  o u r  l i ves. 
There were m a n y  reop ! P  n t  
t h e  fore fro n t - - p u n x ,  a n arch i s t s ,  
"rev is. " W e  d i s t r i b u t e d  f ly ers 
and carried pos ters  w i t h  the 
laws  and th is  t i m e  W P  h ad a 
be t t er rece p t i o n  by t h e  peo p l e  
who passed by.  We t a l k ed,  
e x p l a i ned and argued.  We de­
c i ded t o  do a s i t - i n  b l oc k i ng 
R i vadav ia  s t re e t  a n d  m u ch 
la ter ,  due to  the  gener a l  e x ­
c i t e m e n t ,  w e  nw rched n o i s i l y  
toward t h e  Obe l i s k ,  b l oc k i ng 
t h e  s t ree t and s i d e w a l k s. There 
the  s y m b o l i c  grand f i n a l e  to6k 
p l ace-- ra i s i ng the  h l ac k  fbg on 

t h e  po le  i n  thP  p l a nt .  D u r i n g  
a l l  t h i s  the  c o p s  w e r e  l y i n g  i n  
w a i t  and they a t t e m p t ed t o  
i n t e r fere when a g r o u p  sp l i t  
o f f  t o  L a  V a l l e. 1 here,  w i t h o u t  
t h e e x cuse o f  the  d e m o n s t  ra­
t i o n ,  they ac ted .  Thnc were . .  

shou t s  b l o w s ,  ch nses a 1 1 d  
arre s t s  ( 4  m i nors w h o  w e r P  re­
l e ased the  sa m e  cl ay ,  nm! 2 
a du l t s who re m a i 11ed i n  c u s t ody 

w i t h  4 ch nrges a g a i n s t  t h e m  
f o r  30 d a y s )  . . . .  

The apparP 1 1 t l y  n e g ; l t  i v P  
resu l t s  o f  t h i s a c t i o 11  ( ci rr e s t s ,  
d i sorga n i z a t i o n ,  S P n s : \ l  i o n a l i s t  
a r t i c l es i n  t h e  prPss)  don ' t  
h ave t o  s l o w  u s dow n .  Li k e  
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in hopes of be i ng dec l a red 'por­
nograph i c '  as wel l ." 
The Irving K law photos are pu­
bl ished again on this  page for 
readers who m issed them last 
time. 

Nikki Cra f t ,  seeing these 
pictures of a woman t ied wi th 
rope, is outraged and is  quick 
to cal l  me a reactionary and 
to make a series o f c  assumptions 
abou t where I ' m  com ing from. 

• t  will  try to sor t out the issues 
she raises. 

· I  think it is probably pret­
ty obvious to m ost readers what 
I was saying with the text and 
photos. Censorship of any k ind 
is stupid. It assumes that a l low­
ing people to read or view what 
they choose to i s  dangerous. 
The government cal l s  material  
which arouses lust  in the viewer 
"pornographic." The s i l l i ness of 
this standard is  bel ied by, 
among other things, the fact 
that photos which were assumed 
to be lust-arousing 30 years ago 
are though t of as a turn-on by 
hardly anyone . today. The fact 
that the government has proh i­
b ited photos l ike these from the 
m a i l  m akes a l augh ing-stock o f  
govern ment censors a n d  suggests 
tha t censorsh ip has no p lace i n  
a free society. 

N ik k i ca l ls me a reac t ion­
ary and says: "I guess a woman 
scream ing stil l  sounds to you 
l ike your p leasure and entertain­
ment." But what do YOU, 
reader, guess I m ight find ap­
pea l i n g  abou t these pictures? 
ls it that a wom an is scream ing, 
being raped, tort ured or hu m i l i ­
ated? N o .  I th i nk these pic·­

tures are interes t i ng from two 

perspec t ives--on the i r own 
terms,  and in a soc io-hist o rica l 
context.  On a l i teral leve l ,  I 
see t wo women p l ay i ng do m i -· 
nance and subm ission g a mes. 
They are being naugh ty, a l i t t le 
kinky, and h av ing fun. The pho­
tos are a fic t ional  represe n t a­
tion of som e t h i ng that h appens 
frequent l y, a joyfu l sexua l  en­
counter between consent ing 
partners. Whether i t 's your pre­
ference or not, i t ' s  t rue that a 

a l l  <ic t i ons  t h a t  w e  do for n u r  

r i g h t s ,  t hey <HP w o r t h  t h e  
t r o u b l e .  
Attent i on: S i n c e  /\ p r i l WP 
h a v e  had d e m o n s t r ;1 t  i ons  :1ho u t  
t h i s  i ss u P ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  c- 0 1 1 t i n U ('. 

Background checks: V i o l :1 t  i o n  
o f  the  m i n i m n l  c< > 11 s t i t u t i o n ; i l  
r i g h t s  o f  the  c i t i z P n .  /\ ! l o w s  
t h e  p o l i c e  t o  de t n i n ;m v c i t i ­
z e n  i n  a n y  s i t u M  i o n  n m l  h o l d  
t h e m  f o r  24 hou rs u n t i l  an  i n ­
ves t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  pnpers i s  
com p l e te.  
Pol ice Edicts :  (Not forseen i 11 
t h e  const i t u t i o n )  l hPsP r u ! Ps 

i n fr i nge on o u r  r i g h t  to dress,  
p l ay ,  love,  d r i n k ,  dnnce and 
m ove free l y .  People  caught  
break ing t h e s e  l a ws, besides 
h a v i ng t o  end u re the u s u a l  
abuse ,  are t oys o f  t h e  p o l i c e  
a n d  m a y  s pend 30 days  i m p r i ­
suned.  T h e  cop i s  j a i ler  and 
judge . . . .  



Fall/Winter 1 986 ANARCHY; a journal of Desire Armed Page 1 5  

fair number o f  women enjoy les­
bian S&M sex. I don' t think 
i mages showing women having a 
good t i m e  while breaking . social 
t aboos are degrading. 

At the same time I can' t  
pretend to k now nothing o f  the 
socio-historical context, i.e. the 
rea l i ty behind tbe produc tion 
o f  the photos. The pictures 
were set up by a photographer 
who paid these women to put 
on m a tching u nderwear and get 
in the posit ions that he or she 
dictated. The photos were sold, 
probabl y  to mostly men, who 
presumably m asturbated whi le 
looking a t  them. That social  
rea l i ty is a lso part  of the irony 
o f  the photographs. I t  is hard 
to I m agine ANYONE m asturbat­
ing with these photos. But they 
did • • •  and one reason that these 
rather s i l l y  photos had an erotic 
com ponent i n  1 956 w as that a l l  
k inds of sexua l  i m agery and ex­
pression had been forbidden. So 
the archaic charm of these pho­
tos comes from a sense that 
the parameters of  sexual repres­
sion have changed dramatical l y  
since 1 956, t h a t  they are arti­
facts of a bygone eta. 

Com m erci a l  pornography 
is a lie which reveals a sad 
truth--that sexual repression is 
st i l l  w i th us. (This  idea is de­
veloped in "Eros denied; a cul­
ture against untouchables" i n  
ANARCHY #7.)  Yet rather 
than attempting to com prehend 

_ and crit ique the l ast "Badguy 
report," N i k k i  Craft 's letter 
reeks with the mental ity of a 
censor. Since I don ' t  l i ve u p  
to h e r  sexual idea l ,  she gives 
ANARCHY "a rating of R for 
reactionary. " On the basis of 
four photos taken out of con­
text, she proceeds to accuse m e  
o f  "ad�ocat ing pornograph ic 
ideology," "of con fusing re­
straint and bondage w i th sexual 
freedom and l iberation," and of 
getting "pleasure and entertain­
ment" i n  hearing "a woman 
screa m i ng." She tries to gu i l t ­
trip me b y  suggest ing t h a t  m y  
"GOOD TASTE" wou ld keep me 
from running "a photo of  t wo 
black men hanging from a tree 
and sm i l ing abou t i t , "  whi le my 
sexism supposedly keeps m e  from 
seeing that the photos I publ ish­
ed are i n  bad t aste. 

What is lost in this inqui-­
s it ion is any sense of subtlety 
or con text. N i k k i  conde m ns 
w i th the category of woman­
t ied-wi t h-a-rope i n  the same 
way the Legion of Decency con­
dem ned mov ies for "sugges t i ve 
costum i ng." As such her let ter 
serves as an example of anti­
porn IDEOLOGY --quicker to use 
preconceptions to condem n  than 
to deal with complexity and 
ambigui ty. Her l anguage is the 
l anguage o f  either/or, o f  "Good" 
and "Evi l ." 

A l l  of this is a shame, 
Nikki, because you and I agree 
that male sexual violence 
against women is a serious pro­
blem that w i l l  only be solved 
by radical cultural change. We 
agree that free sexuality w i l l  

lead to the dem ise o f  t h e  sex 
for profi t industry. But if I 
told you I wanted to be tied, 
teased ' t i l  I couldn't  stand it 
anymore, and then sucked, 
would you t e l l  me: "Hey, I love 
sodom y  too, but that 's not fun, 
that 's bondage." 

Sick puppy 

Hey you Sorry A narch i s ts , 
I read your f i l t h y  p iece o f  

t rash t h i s  i s  t h e  party  a n i m a l  
again .  I th ink you a l l  a r e  som e  
s i c k  puppies.  I read your a r t i ­
c l e  on sex u a l  l ibera t ion  but  as 
far as I ' m  concerned a fag i s  a 
fag and a g i r l  t h a t  e a t s  pussy 
i s  s t i l l  a lesb i a n  and a l so a g i r l  
t h a t  r u n s  around w i thou t a top 
on deserves to ' be raped or she 
shou l d  just g i ve up some pussy 
free ly.  Because I ' m  h u m a n  I 
get  a b ig  o l '  hard-on r ight  on 
the spot and I don ' t  l i k e  to  be 
teased. But  I l ike reading your 
f i l thy  rag I a l w ays  w i pe m y  ass 
w i th it  when I run  out  o f  to i le t  
paper. Now show m e  you  have  
the ba l l s  to p r i n t  t h i s. 

Yours t r u l y ,  
Party  A n i m a l ,  C o l u m b i a ,  M O .  

Badguy repl ies 

I t 's great that people can 
experience mutual  sexual plea­
sure with one another regardless 
of how they do It.  

Women should be able to 
cover or uncover their breasts 
as they please w ithout being 
hassled. 

Why do such simple i deas 
m ake you so angry? My guess 
ls i t ' s  because you are a very 
lonely man who feels alot of 
pain. I know what i t  feels l ike 
cause I 've been there too. I 
know i t 's hard to stop feel ing 
sorry for yourse l f  and to begin 
to love. I w ish y;ou luck. 

New Blanks single 
D e a r  Anarchy fr iends ,  

Here 's  t h e  second B l an k s  
s i n g l e  w i th asso r t ed f l yers cover­
i n g  so m e  o f  our  m ore recent  
ac t i v i t ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  our  con t  i n­
u i ng s t rugg l e  aga inst  the  p l an­
ned wor l d ' s  l arges t i nc i nerator  
i n  o u r  a l ready qu i te  po l l u ted 
backyard.  We t h i n k  th is  f i g h t  
i s  o f  n a t i o n a l  i m por t a nce;  w e  
are a t  t h a t  p i v o t a l  po i n t  i n  o p t ­
i n g  for t rash separa t i o n  and  r e ­
c yc l i ng or m ore death  p l a n t s  
a n d  l an d  f i l l  ( w h i c h  becom e s  
m o r e  t o x i c  thanks  to the  re m a i n­
ing  ash i n  these t rash b u rn i ng 
p l an t s ) .  So i f  there ' s  no roo m  
t o  m e n t ion  o u r  new s ing le ,  then  
p lease g ive  a word  or two 
about  th is i ssue ,  i f  a t  a l l  poss i ­
b l e. 

I nc i de n t a l l y ,  "Say can you 
see/Where there ' s  s m ok e" i s  
avai l ab le  through our PO box 
(Blanks, POB 1 0 1 0, Birm i ngham, 
Ml. 480 1 2 )  for $2.  75,  w h i c h  i n ­
c l i! des pos t a g e  a n d  i n fo o n  t he 
i n c i nerator (and our  band)  . . . .  

I t  m ay sound c l iched bu t 

your paper he l ps i nspire us w i t h  
e a c h  ed i t  i o n .  Thanks for every ­
thing. 

Yours i n  so l i dar i ty ,  
B i l l  HI.ank ,  B i r m i ng h a m ,  M l .  

Say can you see 

A merican youth 
Potential  work force 
You feel con fused 
Bu.t can' t iden t i fy the 

source 
I t ' s  in  the news 
I t 's today 's lesson plan 
A t  the age of  eighteen 
You can be an Amer ican 

man 
Oh say can you see? 
You can' t get a girl  
Can't  even m ake the 

footbal l  team 
But you could be first 

string 
I n  camou flage green 
Prove yourse l f  in the 

combat fraternity 
Perpetuate the l i es 
Say you've seen what no 

one's seen 
Oh say can you ·see? 
War is mysti fied 
With cinematic terrors 
You're being conned 
For future casket bearers 
But i t 's more than 

Hol lywood 
They m ake us hypnoti zed 
For what isn ' t  real 
J ust  isn ' t  reali zed 
Oh say can you see? 
We're going to unite 

oursel ves 
Under a new bravery 
Let ' s  free oursel ves 
From this patriotic s lavery 
Oh say can you see? 

The Blanks 

Pro-l i fe " facts" 
Ed i t or , 

R are today is the  pub l i c  
m ed i u m  i n  w h i c h  o n e  c a n  get  
down-to-ear th  f ac t s  o n  t h e  pro­
I i  f e/pro-ch o i ce ques t i o n .  I sh a l l  
prov ide so m e  o n  a t  l e a s t  ooe 
s ide  o f  r t .  

The p ro - l i fers are t h e  o n l y  
o n e s  who p r o v i d e  a n  n p p rec i a h l e  
h e l p  to pregn a n t  des t i t u t e  s i n g l e  
w o m e n  who choose t o  l<eep 
their  bab ies .  Through agenc ies  
c a l led  Cr i s i s  Pregn ancy Cen ters ,  
t hey pro v i de free room a n d  
b o a r d ,  p l u s  o t he r  s e r v i c e s  for 
th ese women. I n  any t o w n  
w here y o u  f ind  an ac t i ve pro­
l i fe g ro u p  you w i l l  probab l y f i n d  
a C r i s i s  Pregnancy Center .  Th i s 
the pro - I i fers do e x c l u s i v e l y  
t h ro ug l t  persona l  o u t -o f-pock e t 
don a t i o ns , fo r pro- l i fers do not  
rece i ve one penny o f govern­
m e n t fu nds for g iv i ng th i s  a id .  
T h i s  i s sure l y  the doi ng o f  t h e  
deed .  N o  pro-cho i c e  g ro u µ  i s  
k nown to  pro v i de s u c h  a i d  a s  
t h i s ,  desp i te m.i l l i o n s  i n  g o v e rn ­
m e n t  a i d  which a t  least  one 
l a rge pro-choice gro u p  recei ves . 

Add i ng to the genera l  ob-

Your Jollars will help us 
1 .  put a new roof on the main bui ld ing and on the gymnasi u m  

2 .  expand the new library facility 

3. increase our computer capabilities i 
4 .  bring better ed ucationa l  opportun ities to our students by purchasing more instructional  

suppl ies and equipment . ..Ce�els of Giving ,, �� i 
Patrician - · up to $25 .00 
Knight - · $26 . 00 to - $49 . 00 
Emerald Club -· $50 . 00 to $99 . 00 
Special G ifts -- $ 1 00 + 
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tusca t i o n  i s  the fac t that pro ­
l i fers are subjected to a g u i l t ­
by - a ssoc i a t i o n  L ac t i c  w h i c h  l i nk s 
t h e  m o v e m e n t  fa l se l y w i t h  
R o na l d R e a g a n ,  J esse !! e l m s  and 
o t h e rs,  w ho ,  to date,  have been 
o f  l i t t l e  service to  the pro- l i fe 
move m e n t .  T h i s  g u i l t -by-assoc ia ­
t i on t ac t ic  causes t he ge nera l  
pub l ic to b l i the ly  over look t he 
eq u a l l y vast and b i t t e r  reac t ion­
i s m  on the pro-choice s i de: 

Letters 

Larry F l y n t ,  Hugh  He fner , a l l  
t h e  cat -house cap i t a l i s t s ,  the 
H ockefe l ler  o i l  capi t a l is ts ,  the 
Ford M o t o r  c a p i t a l is ts , v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  e m µ l oyers,  t he govern m en t 
o f  R u ss i a ,  t h e  go • ·ern m en t o f 
Ch i na , t h e  caste sys t e m  o f  I nd ia  
- - t hese are  a l l  pro-elec t i ve­
abor t ion.  The pro-abor t ion  
A m er ican  C iv i l  L i bert ies Un ion  
de fends the Naz i s  and t h e  K K K ,  
t h ough nobody h a s  ever m ade i t  
c l e ar what  i s  s o  l i bera l  about 
c u t  t i ng down on the num ber o f  
b l a: : k  peo p l e . W h a t ' s  e xac t ly L..---------------...IC:U 
w h a t  t h e  Na z i s and the K K K  peared i n  POPULAR REALITY. ) 
seek to do. So a t  the  May I m a r.ch 

Pub l ic  a t t e n t ion  shou l d  t h e  Com m un i s t  P a r t y  ( t h e  i n i ti a -

a l so be focussed o n  the 1 2 -page tors  o f  t h a t  m arch)  and the  R.  
cou r t  i n j u n c l ion w h ic h o n e  pro- C . P . ( Edi tor's note: Revolutionary 
c h o i c e  g ro u p  now see k s  tu i m - Com munist Party) sp l i t  & t h e  
pose on a l l µro- l i fe picket i ng , anarch i s t s  h ave the s t re e t .  I 
w h ic h  i nj unc t ion , · i f  i m posed,  h appen to be a t  t h e  head of  
can .  we l l  serve as a precede n t t h e  m arch when the heat  begins  
for t h e bann ing o f  peace d e m os, to b l oc k  i t .  The sergea n t  com -
c i v i l  r i gh ts  demos anti l abor m a nd ing  the p o l i c e  u n i t  barks 
s t r i kes ,  a f t e r  whose t ac t ics  o u t  for u s  t o  d i s perse, e t c .  and  
t h ose o f  t h e  p ro - l i fe move 1 1 1 e 1 1 1  see m e d  to b e  d i re c t i ng a l o t  o f  
a r e  copied.  

· 
a t t en t i o n  to m e--espec i a l l y  as I 

I n  answer to c h arges o f  s t a r t e d  t o  coun t e r m a n d  h i s  o r -
a rson a t  abor t i on c l i n i cs ,  i t  d e r s  w i th m y  o w n ,  l i ke "Fuck 
shou l d  be re m e m be rP d  t h a t  you,  no way !"  So Sarge says 
c a p i t a l i s t s  a t  t i m es burn t h e i r  "You ' re gonna be the  f i rs t  to  
own bus i nesses down to co l lect  be arrested ,  B!lddy , "  a n d  I say  
the  i n surance and g e t  t h e  arson "Try i t ,  m o t h e r fucker , "  and of 
b l a m ed o n  t h e i r  opponents ,  and, cou rse he does. Sarge foo l i s h l y  
i n  f-ac t ,  one cap i t a l i s t  some- g rabs t h i s  A Superboy, as i n  the  
t i m es burns a r iva l  ou t .  Any week preceeding  Mayday I get  
charge o f  arson shou l d  he , i n  p l e n t y  o f  punch-ups and s t reet-
bac ked hy e v i dence beyond  a f i g h t i n g  c l asses. I t  was easy to 
reasonab l  � dou b t ,  and a l l  e v i - w res t l e  a w a y  f r o m  h i m  ( h e  k e p t  
dence shou l d  be pub l i shed a l ong say ing " G o  ahead & h i t  m e .  
w i t h  t h e  ch arge. N o t h i ng be- Take a s w i n g . " ! )  and I m ake a 
yond reasonab le  doubt  h a ,; yet  run for  i t .  Now w h a t  I had 
shown u p  except  such t h i ngs as done was a very very bad t h i n g  
m a y  h a v e  been cop ied from t h e  and m u s t  not go unpun ished. 
P l owsh ares and P ru n i ng l looks  I must  pay for  m y  evi l  w ays. 
groups, and, to  these groups, So another  porker n abs me. The 
I for one, con t r i bu t e  as I can. . . .  g i g  i s  u p ,  a n d  I ' m  c u f fed a n d  

I n  a m i t y  t o  a l l  m arched to t h e  o l e  paddy w a -
George La Fore s t ,  gon.  Oh w e l l .  T h e  though t s  

Rock ford,  I L.  r u n n i n g  t h rough m y  h e a d  a t  
P.S. W i l l  y o u  p l e ase a s k  your that m o m e n t  are "Sh i t ,  y a  got t a  
readers t o  w r i t e  l e t ters  for a be a fuc k i n '  hero" and "I hope 
stay o f  exec u t i o n  for j im mom does n ' t  f ind out" and 
Tri m b l e  (pr i soJn # 1 6 1 6 5 8 )  to  ( m os t  i m po r t an t l y )  "no p a r t y i n g  
the  Governor o f  M a r y l and ,  and ton igh t ! "  and a l so, j u s t  p l a i n  
a l so t o  w r i t e  to Mr .  T r i m b l e  "sheee t " !  
h i m se l f  a t  954  Forres t S t . ,  B a l - Wel l ,  jus t  be fore they 
t i m ore, MD. 2 1 202 . . . .  shove m e  i n to t h e  paddy I s e z  

Haymarket revisi ted 

Edi tor ,  
H i .  I l i ke  your paper  a lot .  

The . I l ay m arke t P i l se n  m arch 
coverage though had a bunch o f  
m is t akes--which i s  okay except 
there ' s  one poss i b l e  bad i n fer­
ence concerning myse l f. I ' m  
t h e  person you re f e r  t o  a s  a 
"hos tage. " The "poss i b l e  bad 
i n ference" is  when you say " . . .  
the  cops h a d  t h e i r  hos tages 
conv inced t h a t  they wou ld be 
freed if  the m arch di spersed, 
so even the hostages began en­
courag ing people to  move on . • .  " 
O n e  m i gh t read i n t o  that  t h a t  I 
was te l l i ng the m arch to break 
up. N o t  t rue. I was te l l i ng 
the cro wd t h i ngs l i k e  "Hey,  just  
k eep o n  g o i n g  (wink ,  wink )"  and 
I pu l led over a· nu m ber of 
fr iends and q u i e t l y  told them to  
keep the m arch moving,  but  
just  away f rom m e  an d  Ten ta­
t i ve l y  A. Convenience who was  
locked i n  a cop v an . I t h a n k  
the  m a rch o f  course f o r  s t i c k i ng 
by. The fo l lowing com i c  b i t  
t e l l s  the  r e a l  s t o r y .  (Edi tor's 
note: the fol lowi ng Is an ex­
cerpt form a letter which ap-

to good o l e  Sarge "G i m m e  a 
break.  Yer  gonna bu s t  m e - - for 
w h a t ? "  Sarge se z "We ' l l  l e t  
y o u  go i f  y o u  c a l l  o ff t h e  
m arch."  S o  I get  confused--Was 
I the  leader  o f  t h i s ?  Bu t I do 
so m e  q u i c k  t h i n k i n g  anyway;  t h e  
c r o w d  i s  m ad and  com i n g  to m y  
rescue--som e w here a r o u n d  t h i s  
t i m e  Ten t a t i ve l y  A.  Convenience 
tr ies  t o  spr ing m e  and they 
d u m p  h i m  in to  the wagon & 
lock the door. I say "Okay" 

Continued on back page 

We would l ike to encour­
age readers to write us in order 
to open a dialogue both w i th 
those who are sympathetic and 
those who are critical of  anar­
chist theory and practice. A l l  
let ters t o  ANARCHY w i l l  be 
prin ted with the author's i n i t ials 
u nless it is specifical ly  stated 
that her/his ful l  name m ay be 
used, or that s/he wishes to re­
main anonymous. We w i l l  edit 
letters that are redundant,  
overly long, unreadable or bor­
ing. Address your letters to 
ANARCl lY, c/o Columbia Anar­
chist League, POB 380, Colum­
bia MO. 65205. 
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Haymarket continued 

to Sarge ( s m i r k )  "bu t you h a v e  
to l e t  m e  & t h e  o t h e r  guy g o ,  
o t h e r w ise everyone w i l l  r i o t . "  
Sarge t e l l s  m e  n o t  t o  worry-­
they don ' t  want  the h ass l e  of  
t h e  paperwork o f  a couple of  
c h i c kensh i t  arrests .  I bel ieve 
h i m .  I f i g u re these boys w < m n a  
go h o m e ,  r e l a x ,  and t h e n  beat  
t h e i r  w i ves and s t u f f .  

But  I do h a v e  to t e l l  the 
crowd so m e t h i n g ,  and ,  re fusi ng 
to co l l abor a t e  w i th the  fu z z  on 
c a l l i ng t h e  t h i ng off ,  I f i gure 
I c a n  use l a n g u age t h a t ' s  
m as k e d  enough t o  t e ll the  
crowd to keep doing their  t h i ng ,  
keep m arch i n g  & w e ' l l  c a t c h  
u p  a t  y o u r  t a i  I e n d  w h e n  t h e  
cops s e e  you m o v i ng o u t .  So 
we h a v e  t h e  r i d i c u l ous spe c t ac l e  
o f  t h e  cops w a l k i n g  m e  L o  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  everybody and m e  
h av i ng to t e l l people " Y  o--keep 
p a r t y i ng ! "  b u t  m ak e  i t sound 
t o  t h e  fu z z  l i ke I ' m  t e l l i n '  ' e m  
to go hom e. I t h o u g h t  peop l e  
cou l d  c l e a r l y  i n fer from w h a t  I 
w as s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  shou l d  
s i m p l y  move a w a y  an d k ee p on 
keep i n '  on.  B u t  peo p l e  i n i t i a l l y  
k e p t  h a n g i n g  b y .  L a t e r  every­
one to ld  m e  they were j u s t  con­
fused and/or d i d n ' t  t r u s t  t h e  
h e a t  t o  l e t  us go. Around t h i s  
t i m e  a b u d d y  f r o m  h o m e  a n ­
nounces t o  S a r g e  t h a t  i f  t he y  
t a k e  m e  they got t a  t a k e  h i m .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  m ade t h e  cops u n ­
e a s y .  T h e y  w e r e  j u s t  t o o  t i red  
a f t er a long day o f  bea t i ng peo­
ple u p  to  h a u l  us i n  and beat  
us up. They w a n ted t o  go 
ho m e , re l a x  a n d  watch K oj a k  do 
i t .  

f i g u re d  i t  w as a good 
t i m e  to have so m e  fun.  I s a i d  
to S a r g e ,  " T h e  crowd w i l l  l o v e  
i t  i f  you u n c u ff m e .  They ' l l  
t h i n k  you ' re a good o l '  boy"-and 
t h e y  d i d  i t !  N e x t  I s a i d  "Gee 
Sarge,  w h y  don ' t  you let t h e  
guy i n  the c a n  go and you c a n  
k e e p  o n  h o l d i n g  m e. T h e  crowd 
w i l l  probably th ink  you ' re a n  
a n arch i s t  j u s t  l i ke t h e m . "  ( N a w ,  
I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  to say  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t --bu t I w i l l  n e x t  t i m e ! )  So 
they l e t  the dude go' Shucks,  I 
f e l t  l i ke  t h e  com m a n d i n g  o f f i -
cer. 

We l l ,  by now the crowd 
g o t  the h i n t  and s t a r t e d  t o  
s t rugg l e  away.  Sarge gave m e  
o n e  l a s t  f a t h e r l y  l ec t u re ( t o  
scare us o u t - a - t owners no ctoub t )  
o n  w h y  we shou l d  go h o m e  be­
c a u se crazies  fro m t h e  bars in  
the area wou l d  probab l y  h a u l  
o u t  a n d  s t a r t  shoo t i n '  a t  us.  
T h i s  NYC boy s t a red a t  h i m  
i ncredu l o u s l y .  

T h a t  was abou t i t .  They 

re leased me, I caught u p  to  the 
crowd & said " t h e re ' s  n o t h i n '  
l i k e  b e i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a t te n ­
t i o n , "  g o t  so m e  l au g h s ,  a n d  
m arched o n  w i th everyone.  

"b"OB h as spoken,  
B.M.,  Brook l y n ,  NY. 

Bob Black drivel  

Dear fo l k s,  
Why i s  i t  that  I keep run­

ning u p  against  Bob B l ac k ' s  dr i­
v e l  in  t h e  a n a rc h i s t  press?  

I t  cou l d n ' t  be h is  v iews 
or " a n a l ys i s. " I l e  never rea l l y  
says a n y t h i n g  i n t e res t i n g ,  m uch 
less cohere n t .  The po l i t i c a l  a n d  
soc i a l  broadsides a n d  s i des w i pes 
are rare l y  accu r a t e. H i s  
n i h i l i s m  i s  s o  t h orough t h a t  h e  
m an ages to poison himsel f w i t h  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t ar g e t s  o f  h i s  
veno m .  I ' m  a sy m pa t h e t i c  a n d  
care fu l r e a d e r ,  b u t  I rea l l y  
ca n ' t  f i n d  t h e  poi n t  o f  h i s  " L e t  
u s  p r e y "  p i ece·  ( s u m m er ' 8 6  i s ­
sue) .  W h a t  a m  I m i ss i n g ?  

Cou l d  i t  be h i s  a p p aren t l y 
i rrevere n t  " s t y l e " ?  The c u t e  
p u n s  a n d  o t h e r  for m s  o f  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  m as t u r b a t i o n  a r e  s e l d o m  
f u n n y .  

S o  h e ' s  a c l o w n  a n d  a 
l oose cannon.  Who needs i t ?  
I ' m  sure h e ' s  g o t  a n i c e  p u t ­
d o w n  f o r  m e  ( d o  p r i n t  i t 1 ) .  
P l ease e x p l a i n  w h a t  h e ' s  good 
for,  if  fl IJ y t h i ng.  There must  be 
so m e  o thers out t h ere w h o ' v e  
b e e n  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  t o  m ak e  
o f  h i s  "con t ribu t ions. " 

J . S . ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  MO. 

Lev Chernyi replies 

I t  sounds l ike you 've got 
more against Bob Black than 
you're reveal ing here--else why 
all the acrimonious, yet rela­
tively em pty crit icism ? I t  seems 
quite obvious to me that  in  
"Let us prey" Black has quite 
alot to say about both the pro­
blems posed by rel igion and the 
h istorical neglect these pro­
blems have su ffered a t  the 
hands of liberals and leftists. 

You m ay not appreciate 
what he says, but this is certain­
ly different from claim ing "He 
never real ly  says anything In­
teresting, m uch less coherent." 
In fact, Bob's "Abo l i t ion o f  
Work" pamphlet which we re­
printed In ANARCHY #8 was 
one of the best recei ved arti­
cles we have published. And 
his hard-h i t ting "Let us prey" 
has undoubtedly provoked m any 
readers to more c losely exam i ne 
their rel i gion, or supposed l ack 
of same. I f  you can formulate 

ARMY 
Be all we want 
you to be. 
Be a disposable 
part of the war 
machine. 
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AUTHORITY 
is the real enemy. 

any real and concrete criticisms 
of what Blac k  has said we'd 
l i ke to print them. Otherwise, 
as I t  s tands, your vacuous "put­
down" of him hardly serves to 
com municate m uch. 

God's on our side 

I do not w a n t  y o u r  p a pe r  
se n t  t o  m e  a g a i n  I t h i n k  you r 
ideas s t u p i d. W h e r e  do you 
t h i n k  you wou l d  be today i f  
your forebears h a d  n o t  fou g h t  
w a r s  for our i n dependence. 
A l so God looks after his  own. 
I thoug h t  your  paper ( w h a t  l i t t l e  
I read)  nas t y ,  & very s i c k .  You 
do n ' t  deserve to  l i ve in our 
beau t i fu l  cou n t ry.  

N.R . ,  Boone Count y ,  MO. 

Handfuls of friends 
H e l l o  f r i e nds,  

A f t  er h a v i n g  
Feb/March i ssue,  
to  . . .  subsc r i be.  

r P - read your  
I ' ve deci ded 

I w i s h  you luck in  p u b l i s h ­
i n g  t h i s  p a p e r  a n d  wou l d  l i k e  
to congr a t u l a t e  R a l p h F r a n k l i n  
for a w e l l - w r i t t en ar t i c l e  on 

C.A. L .  
P.O.Box 380 
Columbia, MO. 65205 
U.S.A. 

"The Faces of Terro r . "  
Here i n  Mon t re a l ,  ns  far  

as a n a r c h i s t  m o v e m e n t s  go, we 
are for t u n a t e  t o  h a ve a n  A l t e r ­
n a t i ve Bookshop a n d  o f  course,  
A l ac k  R ose Rook s  (pub l i s h i ng) .  
B u t  n e i t h e r  one o f  t h ese groups 
are more than a l r n n d fu l ·o f 
f r i ends.  I c an ' t  h e l p  b u t  be 
pess i m i s t ic when I t h i n k  abou t 
t h e  w o r l d .  I f i n d  read i n g  
Tw n i n ' s  s h o r t  s t or i e s  h e l ps 
(Mysterious Stranger) a n d  read­
ing Hesse. 

Good l u c k , 
K eep up t h e good w or k ,  
H . D . ,  M on t re a l ,  Quebec 

I love 'em ! 

H e l l o  L e v ,  
T h a n k s  a l o t for a l l  

p a pers.  I love ' e m '  
Encl osed you w i l l  f i n d  

so m e  s t a m ps. I w a n t  to  h e l p  
ou t .  I ' m  g l ad y o u  t o o k  t h e  
t i m e  t o  a n s w e r  m y  q u es t i o n .  
You r i n for m a t i o n  w a s  m os t  
h e l p fu I .  T a k e  c a r e  a n d  k e e p  
f i gh t i ng '  

K . A . ,  Goodyear ,  AZ. 

Residential  Customer 

N o t e s  o n  N a i l s  

j ust say "no" 
Con t inued from page 3 
Make exam p les ou t of ' e m '  
L e t  th e m b e g i n  to p a y  for 
t h e i r  c r i m es. Then,  if  y ou 
want  to c r a c k  d o w n  on the 
pidd ly  n u m bers o f  m i nor i t y ­

d r u g  users-- the re lat ive ly  few 
m a r i j u a na a n d  LSD nu ts--you 
c a n  do i t  w ith ou t b e i n g  hypo­
c ri t ic a l  sh i t -he ads ! 

--

Bul k  Rate 
U.S. Pos tage 

PAID 
Columbia,  MO. 
Permit  No. 345 
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Theses on 
libertarian municipalism 

by �umrre�� ill®®lk�ThlrnJU 

Historical l y ,  radical social theory and pract ice have focused on two 
arenas of human societal act iv i ty : the workplace and the community .  
Beg i n n i ng w i t h  the r i se  of the  Nation-State and with  the  I ndus trial 
Revolution , the econom y  has acquired a predomi nant posit ion over 
the community - not only in capital ist  ideology but in the various 
soc ial isms , l ibertarian and authori taria n ,  that emerged early i n  the last 
century . The shift from an ethical emphas is  on social ism to an economic  
one i s  a problem of far-reac h i ng proportions that  has  been widely 
d iscussed . What i s  relevant to the i m mediate issue at hand is  that the 
social isms themselves early acquired d i squiet i ng bourgeois attributes 
of thei r own , a development most markedly  revealed by the Marxian 
vis ion of attai n i ng human emancipation by the domi nation of nature , 
a h i s toric project  that presumably entailed the 'domi nation of man by 
man , '  the Marxian and bourgeois rat ionale for the emergence of class 
society as a 'pre-cond i tion'  for human emancipat ion . 

Unfortunately , the l i bertarian w i ng of social ism - the anarchist  
- did not consistently advance the primacy of ethics over the economistic . 
Perhaps understandably so , with  the rise of the factory system , the 
locus dassicus of capitalist exploitation , and the emergence of the indusrrial 
proletariat as the ' bearer' of a new society . For all i ts moral fervour , 
the syndical i s t  adaptat ion to i ndustrial society and its  image of the 
l i bertarian trade union as the infrastructure of a l iberated world marked 
a disturbing shift in emphasis from communitarianism to i ndustrial ism , 
from communal values to factory values . * Certain works which acqui red 
an almost doxagraphic sanctity i n  syndical ism were to heighten the 
s ignificance of the factory and , more genera l ly ,  the workplace in rad ical 
theory , not to speak of the messianic role of the ' Proletariat . '  The 
l i m i ts of this  analysi s ,  too , need not be exam i ned here . Superfic i al ly , 
they seemed to be j ust i fied by the events of the F irst World War era 
�nd the 1 9 3 0 s .  Today , the s i tuat ion is otherwise ; and the fact that 
we can cri tic ize them w i th the sophist ication pr�vided by decades of 
hindsight hardly al lows us the right t0 patronizi ngly dismiss proletarian 
social ism for i t s  lack of foresight .  

B u t  the poi n t  must be made : the factory , and fo r  much o f  h istory 
the workplace , has actually been the primary arena not only of exploitation 
but of h ierarchy - this together w i t h  the patriarchal fam i l y .  It has 
served not tO ' d i scipl i ne , '  ' u n i te , '  and 'organize'  the proletariat for 
revol utionary change , bur to school i t  i n  the habits of subord i nat ion,  
obedience , and m i ndless drudgery . The proletariat , as  do al l  oppressed 
sectors of soc iety ,  comes to l i fe when it sheds i ts i ndustr ial habits i n  
the free and spontaneous act ivity o f  communizing - the l i v i ng process 
that g ives meaning to the word 'community . '  Here , workers shed 
their strictly class nature , their status as the counterpart of the bourgeoisie,  
and reveal their  human �ature . The anarchic  i d eal of decentral ized , 
stateless , col lect ively managed , and d i rectly democrat i c  com m u n i t i es 
- of confederated muni c ipal i t ies or 'communes'  - speaks almost 
intui tivel y ,  and in the best works of Proudhon and Kropotki n ,  con­
scious ly ,  to the transform i ng role of l i bertarian munic ipal ism as the 
framework of a l i beratory society , rooted i n  the nonhierarch i cal ethics 
of a u n i ty of d ivers i ty ,  self-format ion and self-manageme n t ,  comple­
mentar ity , and mutual aid . 

The Commune ,  qua m u n i c ipal i ty or c i t y ,  must  be si ngled out from 
its purely functional role as an econom ic  real m ,  where h u man beings 
acq uire the opport u n i ty to perform no nagricultural tasks , or as the 
' i mploded centre '  (ro use Lew is Mum ford 's lang uage) of heightened 

• F o r  a part i c u larly <l is turbi r.g exam ple ,  one has  o n l y  to read A bad d e  Sant i l l i a n 's El Orxa11i1mo 
Economico de la Rernlucio11 ( Barcelona,  1 9 "16 ) ,  t rans lated i n to E n g l i s h  under th<: t i t l e  AJ1er 1he 
Rernlurion , a work that exerc i sed i m m e nse i n fluence on the CNT· F A I .  

Murray Bookchin has been a major spokesperson for more than twenty years 
for the ecology . appropriate technology and anti-nuclear movements . He is the 
author of seven books , including Our Synthetic Environment,  Post-Scarci ty 
A narchism . The Limits  of the City ,  Toward A n  Ecological  Soc iety 
and The Ecology of Freedom . He fives i� Vermont and is Director Emeritus 
of the Social Ecology Institute . 

i n tercourse and prop i nq u i ty to i l lumi nate i ts  h istoric function i n  trans- ' -rrrr 
form i ng the q uasi - tr ibal folk uni ted by blood t ies and custom i nto a �1-:-: � 
body pol i t i c  of c i t izens uni ted by ethical values based on reason .  · ·- - !=-

This  vast transform i ng function brought the 'stranger' or 'outsider' 1( ' -
i nto a common bond with  the trad i tional genoi and created a new J - -­

sphere of i n terrelat ionsh i ps : the realm of polissonomos - li teral l y ,  the ..:l.!...:!1 !!1-- �'--'--'­
manag i ng of a polis or c i t y .  It is from this  con j unction of nomos and 
polis that the abbreviated word 'pol i t ics'  derives , a term that has been /-' 

"The anarchic ideal of decentralized, stateless, collectively managed, 
and directly democratic communities--of confederated municipalities or 
'communes'--speaks almost intuitively ... , to the transforming role of 
libertarian mimicipalism as the framework of a liberatory society, 
rooted in the nonhierarchical ethics of a unity of diversity, self­
formation and self-management, complementarity, and mutual aid." 

denatured i nto mere statecraft , j ust as the word polis has been mistranslated ! ··11·�\ll,.-\ \ _L_,l _

_ 

--J _ __  1-_
_ 

-

as ' State . ' These d i s t i nctions are not etymolog ical niceties . They reflect 
a very real degradation of concepts , each of i mmense importance i n  
itself, to su i t  ideological ends . Anti-authori tarians are repelled b y  the 
degradation of the term ' society'  i n to ' State , '  and with good reason .  
The S tare , a s  w e  know , is  a d i s t i nct  artifact o f  rul i ng classes , a pro­
fess ional i zed m onopoly of violence to assure the subj ugat ion and ex-

show n how it began to slowly emerge from the broader background 
of h ierarch ical re lat ionships , its vary i ng forms and degrees of devel­
opmen t ,  its full contours in the modern Nati on-State , and possi bly ' 
i ts  future ,  most complete form i n  the total i tarian State . So , too , anti- ' ;;;;..;;__,,,.--rm.�� 
authori tarians know that the fam i l y ,  workplace , cult ural forms of 
associat ion i n  the fu l les t ,  anthropolog ical sense of the word 'cultural , '  
personal i n ter-relat ionsh ips , and general ly the private sphere o f  l ife ,  
are u n i q uely social and i n t ri nsically d ist i ngui shable from stat ist . That 
rhe soc ial and the srat ist  can i n fi l trate each other such that archaic 
despot isms were examples of the patriarchal uikos writ large and the 
modern total i tarian State ' s  absorption of the soc ial  reflects the expanded 
meaning of the word 'bureaucracy' (the psychotherapeutic and educational _ _  _ _  _ _ 

realms as well  as the trad i t ional ad m i n i strat ive) are evidence of the 0.. ---
impurit ies that exist  i n  all modes of soc ietal organizat ion . <>�---� 1 ff ' 

The emerge nce of the  c i t y  ?pens w us i n  vary ing degre.es 
.
of <level- '{ "'-� ,"- __ } r 

opment not only the new domai n of u01versal humamtas as d1srmgu1shed ;:.;;;;;;;c t\ {' "'-<: I 
from the paroch ial  folk , of the free space of an i n novative c ivic ism as :o����:A\ ·:�,'?-� 
d i s r i ngu ished from trad i t ion-bound , biocentric gemeinschaften ; i t  . also ��-���..._�i �-- ' ,,, 
opens to us the realm

_ 

of poltssonomos , the man
.
ageme

_
n r

. 
of the polts by =�--'==.c.. c�) \� 

a body pol i t i c  of free c i t izens , m short , of pol!t1cs as d 1stmg u1shed from 
the str ict ly  soc ial and srat i s t .  H istory affords us no 'pure '  category of 
the ·pol i t ical real m any more than it offers us any image beyond the 
band and v i l lage level of non- hierarchical soc ial relat ionships - and , 

" . . .  the factory, and for much of history the workplace, has actual ly 
been the primary arena not only of exploitation but of hierarchy--this 
together with the patriarchal family. It has served not to 'discipline, ' 
'unite, ' and 'organize' the proletariat for revolutionary change, but to 
school it in the habits of subordination, obedience, and mindless 
drudgery." 

unti l  recent t i mes , of pure stat ist  i nst i tutions . ' Purity'  i s  a word that 
can be i ntroduced i n to social theory only at the expense of any con tact 
with real i ty as we have known i t  in history . Bur approxi mations of a 
pol i t ics ,  i nvariably c iv ic  i n  character,  do exist  that are not primari ly 
social or statist : the Athenian democracy , New England town meeti ngs ,  
the  sectional assemblies and Paris Commune of 1 7 9 3 , to c i te the most 
noteworthy examples . Fairly permanent i n  some cases , ephemeral i n  
others , and adm i t tedly greatly flawed b y  s o  many o f  t h e  oppressive 
features that marked all the societal relat ionships of the eras i n  which 
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they existed , they can nevertheless be collected i n  their small fragments 
and large pieces to provide an image of a pol i t i cal realm that is nei ther 
parl iamen tary nor bureaucrat i c ,  central i zed nor professional i zed , social 
nor stat i s t ,  but rather civic in  i ts recog n i t i on of the c i ty ' s  role of 
transforming a folk or a monadic aggl omerat ion of i n d iv iduals i n to a 
c i t i zenry based on ethical and rational modes of associat ion . 

To define the social , pol it ical , and statisr in their categorical specificity 
and to see the c i ty in i ts h istorical evolut ion as the arena w i t h i '!  which 
the pol i t ical emerges apart from the social  and the·  stat ist  i s  to open 
areas of i nvest igation whose programmatic i mportance is enormous . 
The modern era is defi ned 'c iv i�al ly '  by urbanizat i o n ,  a mal ignant  
pen.ersion of c i t ification that threatens to  engulf both town and country, 
and render their  historic d ialect ic  al most u n i n te l l ig ible in modern 
eyes . The confusion between urbanization and cit i fication is  as obscurantist  
today as  the confus ion between society and S tate , col lec t i v i zat ion and 
nat ional izat ion , or ,  for that matter ,  pol i t ics and parl iamentarism . The 
urbs in  Roman usage were the physical  facts  of the c i t y ,  i t s  bui l d i ng s ,  
squares , streets , a s  d i s t i n g u i shed from t h e  ciz ·itas , t h e  u n i o n  o f  c i t i zens 
or bod y pol i t i c .  That the  two words were not i n terchangeable u n t i l  
l a t e  i m perial t i mes w h e n  t h e  very concept of ' c i t i zensh i p '  h a d  decl i ned , 
i ndeed , to be replaced by caste-orien ted names and s u b j ects  of rhe  
Roman i m peri um ,  tel l s  us a very po ignant and h i g h l y  relevant fact .  
The Gracchi  had tr ied t o  turn the urbs i n to a ciritas � t o  recreate the 
A rhrn ian ekklesia at the expense of the Roman Senate . They fa i l ed ,  
and the urbs devou red the civitas i n  rhe form of the Empire .  Conceivably , 
the yeoman -ci t i zens who formed the backbone of the Republ i c  could 
have tu rned i t  i n to a democrac y ,  but  once they 'came down from the 
Seven H i l l s '  on which  Rome was founded , they became 'small , '  to  
use Heine's word s .  The ' idea of Rome' as an eth ical heri tage d i m i n i shed 

"Rousseau quite rightly emphasized that popular power cannot be 
delegated without being destroyed. One either has a fully empowered 

popular assembly or power belongs to the state. The flaw of 
delegated power completely tainted the council system (soviets, Raten), 

the Commune of 1 87 1 ,  and, of course, republican systems generally, 
whether municipal or national. The words "representative democracy" 

are a contradiction in terms." 

i n  d i rect proportion to the grow th of the c i t y .  Hence , " The greater 
Rome g rew , the more this  idea d i lated ; the i nd ivid ual lost h imself  i n  
i t : t h e  g reat m e n  w h o  rema i n  emi nent are borne u p  b y  t h i s  idea , and 
i t  makes the l i tt leness of the l i t tle men even more pronounced . "  

There i s  a lesson , here , to be l earned on the perils  of h ierarchy and 
'greatness , '  but also an i n t u i t ive sense of the dist i nction between 
urban i zation and c i t i ficat i o n ,  the g rowth of the urbs at the expense of 
the civitas . But s t i l l  another question arises : i s  the civitas or body 
pol i t i c  mea n i ng ful  unless i t  is l i teral l y ,  i ndeed , protoplasmical ly , em­
bodied? Rousseau rem i nds us that " houses make a town , but [only] 
c i t i zens make a c i ty . "  Conceived as merely an 'e lectorate' or a 'con­
st i tuency , '  or ,  to use the most degraded word the State has appl ied 
to them , ' taxpayers ' - a term that is vi rtual ly  a euphem ism for a 
'subject '  - the i n habitants of the urbs became abstract ions and , hence , 
mere 'creatu res of the State , ' to use American j u ridical language i n  
regard t o  t h e  legal status of  a municipal ent i ty today . A people whose 
sole ' pol i t ical '  function i s  to vote for delegates i s  no people at all ; i t  
i s  a ' mass , '  a n  agglomerat ion o f  monads . Pol i t ics ,  a s  d is t i nguished 
from the social  and statis t ,  i nvolves the re-embod i ment of masses i n to 
ri chly  art iculated assem blies , the formation of a body pol i t ic  i n  an 
arena of d iscourse , shared rational i t y ,  free express ion , and rad ical ly  
democratic modes of decis ion-mak i ng .  

The process i s  i nterac t i ve and self-formative . One may choose to 
agree w i t h  Marx that ' men'  form themselves as prod ucers of material 
t h i ng s ; w i t h  Fichte , as ethically motivated indivi duals ; with Aristot l e ,  
a s  dwellers i n  a polis ; w i t h  Bakun i n ,  a s  seekers of freedom . But  i n  the 
absence of self- management in aJ l these spheres of l i fe - econom i c ,  
ethical , pol i t i cal , a n d  l i bertarian - t h e  character formation which 
transforms 'men'  from pass ive objects  i nto act ive subjects  i s  pai nfully  
lacki ng .  Selfhood i s  as much a funct ion of ' m anag i ng , '  or , preferabl y ,  
com m u n i z i ng ,  a s  manag i ng is  a function o f  selfhood . Both belong to 
the formati ve process the Germans call  bi/dung and the Greeks paidaia . 
The c iv ic  arena,  whether as polis , tow n ,  or neighbourhood , is l i teral ly 
the crad l e  for c i vi l i z i ng human bei ngs beyond the social i z i ng process 
provided by the fam i l y .  And to put matters blunt l y ,  c iv ic  'c ivi l i z i ng '  
is  merely another express ion for politicizing and renderi ng a mass i n to 
a del i berat ive ,  rat ional , eth i cal body pol i t i c .  To ach i eve th is  concept 

of civitas presupposes that h uman be i ngs can assemble as more than 
isolated monad s ,  d i scourse d i rect ly  w i t h  modes of expression that go 
' beyond words , '  reason in a d i rect , face-to-face manner, and arrive 
peacefully  at a commonal i ty  of views that renders decisions poss ible  
and the i r  implementation consistent with democrat ic  pri nc iples . In  
forming and functioning i n  such assem blies , c i t i zens are a lso  form i n g  
themselves , fo r  pol i t ics is noth ing i f  i t  i s  n o t  educational a n d  if  i ts 
innovati ve open ness does not promote character format ion . 

Hence the munic ipal i ty is not merely a 'place' i n  which one l ives , 
an ' i nvestment'  i nto a home,  sani tary , heal t h ,  and security serv ices , 
a job,  l i brary , and cultural ame n i t i es .  C i t i ficat ion hi storical ly  formed 
a sweep i ng trans i t i o n  of humanity  from tribal i nto civil modes of l i fe 
that was as revolut ionary as the t rans i t i o n  from hunt ing-gathering to 
food cultivation , and from food cultivation i nto manufacturi ng . Despite 
the absorptive powers of the State , a later development , to meld 
civicism w i th national ism and pol i t i cs with statecraft , the ' U rban 
Revol ution , '  as V. Gordon Chi lde was to call i t ,  was no l ess sweep i n g  
than t h e  Agricultural Revol ution a n d  the I ndustrial  Revolut ion . More­
over,  l i ke all i ts  predecessors , the Nation-Stare s t i l l  con tains  this past 
in i ts be l ly  and has nor ful l y  d iges ted i t .  U rban i zation may wel l  
complete what  rhe Roman Caesars , the Abso l u te monarc h i es , and the 
bourgeois republics  fai led to do - obli terate even the heri tage of the  
Urban Revol ut ion - but t h i s  has not yet  been accompl ished . 

Before turn i ng to the revolut i onary impl ications of a l i bertarian 
municipal approach and the l i bertarian pol i t ics i t  y ie lds , i t  i s  necessary 
to deal with one more theoretical problem : pol icy-maki ng as disti nguished 
from mere ad m i n istrat i on . On th is  score , Marx , in h i s  anal ysis  of the 
Paris Com m u ne of 1 87 1 ,  has  done rad ical social theory a considerable 
disservice . T.he Commune's  combination of delegated pol icy-maki ng 
with the execut ion of pol ice by i ts own ad m i n i s trators , a feature of 
the Commune which Marx celebrated , i s  a major fa i l i ng of that bod y .  
Rousseau q u i te r ighti y  emphasi zed that popular power cannot b e  del­
egated without be i n g  destroyed . One ti ther has  a fully empowered 
popular assembly or power belongs to the State . The flaw of delegated 
power completely tai n ted the counci l  system (soviets , Raten) ,  the Com­
mune of 1 8 7 1 ,  and , of course , republican systems ge neral ly , whether 
munic ipal or nat ional . The words ' represen tat ive democracy' are a 
con trad iction i n  term s .  A people cannot engage i n  polissonomos by 
plac i ng nomos- mak i ng , leg i s lat ion , or nomothesia i n  su rrogate bod ies  
that excl ude i t  from the d i scourse , reason i ng ,  and decid i ng that g i ves 
pol i t ics i ts very iden t i t y .  No l ess s igni ficantly , i t  cannot del iver to 
adm i n i strat ion - the mere execut ion of pol icy _:_ the power to formulate 
what must be adm i n istered w i t hout l ayi ng the g roundwork for the 
State . 

The supremacy of the assembly as a formulator of pol icy over that 
of any ad m i n i strative agency i s  the only guarantor , to the extent that 
one exists , of the supremacy of politics over statecraft . This unblemished 
degree of s upremacy i s  a l l  the more crucial i n  a society that is e ntangled 
with  experts and executors for the operat ions of i ts highly special i zed 
social mac h i nery , and the problem of mai ntai n i ng popular-assembly 
s upremacy i s  only heigh tened d uring any period of transi t ion from an 
adm i nistrat ively central i zed society to a decen tral ized one . Only if  
assembl ies of the  people ,  from c i ty neighbourhoods to small towns , 
maintai n the most demandi ng vigi lance and scrut iny  over any coor­
d i nat ing confederal bodi es is a l i bertarian democracy conceivable . 
Structural l y ,. th is  issue poses no problem s .  Communi t ies have rel ied 
on experts and adm i n i strators w i thout los i ng their  freedom from t ime 
i mmemorial . The destruct ion of these comm u n i t ies has  usual ly been 
a stat i s t  act ,  not an ad m i n is trat ive one as such . Priest ly corporations 
and chiefdoms have rel i ed o n  ideology and , very s i g n i ficant ly , on 
public nai·vete , not primari ly  on force , to attenuate popular power and 
ul t imately e l i m i nate i t .  

The State h as never absorbed the total i ty o f  l i fe i n  the pas t ,  a fact 
which Kropotkin  impl ic i t ly  i n d icated in Mutual A id when he descri bed 
the r ichly textured c iv ic  l i fe  that existed even in ol igarchic  med ieval 
com m u nes . I ndeed , the c i t y  has commonly been the pri ncipal coun­
terva i l i n g  force to i mperial and Nat ional -States from ancient t i mes to 
the recen t  present .  Augustus and his he irs made the s uppression of 
munic ipal autonomy a centrepiece of Roman i mperial ad m i nistrat ion 
as d id  the Absol ute monarchs o f  the Reformation era. To ' tear down 
the c i ty walls '  was a fixed pol icy of Louis XIII  and R i chel ieu , a policy 
that was to surface later when th� Robespierrist  Com m i ttee of Publ ic  
Safety moved ruthless ly  to restrict  the powers of the Com m u ne in 
1 7 9 3 -94 . The ' U rban Revolut ion , '  i n  effect ,  has haun ted the State  as  

an i rrepress i ble dual pou ·er, a potent ia l  challenge to .cen tral ized power 
throughout m uch of h istory . This tens ion ex ists to the present  day , 
as witness the confl icts between the central ized State and the municipal i ty 
i n  America and E ngland . H e re ,  i n  the most i m med iate environment 
of t he i n d iv id ual - the com m u n i t y ,  the neigh bou rhood , the tow n ,  
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or the v i ll age - where private life slowly begins  to phase i n to publ i c  
l i fe ,  t h e  authentic locus fo r  functioning on a base level exists i nsofar 
as urbanization has not total l y  destroyed i t .  When urbanizat ion w i l l  
have effaced c i ty l i fe so completely t h e  c i ty no longer h a s  i ts own 
iden t i t y ,  culture ,  and spaces for consociat ion , the bases for democracy 
- in whatever way the word i s  defi ned - wil l  have d isappeared and 
the question of revolutionary forms will  be a shadow game of abstractions . 

By the same toke n ,  no rad ical outlook based o n  l i bertarian forms 
and their poss ibi l i t ies is  meani ngful i n  the absence of the rad ical 
consciousness that will  give these forms content and a sense of d i rection . 
Let there be no mistake about the fact that all democratic and l ibertarian 
forms . can be turned agai nst  the achievement of freedom if they are 
conceived schemat ical l y , as abstract ends that lack that ideolog ical 
substance and organicity from which every form d raws its l i beratory 
meani ng .  Moreover,  it would be na·ive to bel i eve that forms l i ke 
neig hbourhood , town , and popular com m u nal assem bl ies could rise 
to the level of a l i bertarian public l i fe or g i ve rise to a l i bertarian body 
pol i tic wi thout a highly conscious , well-organized , and programmatically 
coherent l i bertarian movement . I t  wou ld be equal ly  naive to bel i eve 
that such a l i bertarian movement could emerge wi thout that indispensable 
rad ical intefliientJia whose medium is i ts own intensely vibrant community 
l ife (one is remi nded here of the French intell igentsia of the Enl ightenment 
and the trad i t ion it establ ished in the q uartiers and cafes of Pari s ) ,  
n o t  t h e  assortment of anemic intellectua/J w h o  staff t h e  academ i es and 
i nst i tutes of western society . * Unless anarchists develop this  wani ng 
stratum of thinkers who l ive a vi tal public l i fe in a searc h i ng com­
m u n i cation with the i r  social envi ronment , they will  be faced with the 
very real danger of turn i ng ideas i n to dogmas and becom i ng the self­
r igh teous surrogates of once- l i v i ng movements and people who belong 
to another h i s torical era .  

I t  i s  undeniably true that o n e  can play fast-and-loose with words 
l ike ' municipal i ty' and ' community , '  'assemblies' and 'd irect democracy , '  
overlooki ng the class , eth n i c ,  and gender d i fferences that have made 
words l ike ' the People '  i nto meani ngless , even obscurant ist ic , abstrac­
t ions . The sect ional assembl ies of 1 7 9 3  were nor only forced i nto 
confl i c t  with  the more bourgeois  ·Paris Commune and the Nat ional 
Convention ; they were batt legrounds in their  own right  between prop­
ertied and propertyless s trata , royal i s ts and democrats , moderates and 
radi cals . To anchor these strata in exclusively econom i c  i nterests can 
be as mis lead i ng as to ignore class d i fferences ent i rely and speak of 
' fraternity '  or ' l i berty'  and ' eq ual i ty ' as though these words were often 
l i tt le more than rhetoric .  E nough has been wri tten , however,  to tho­
roughly  demystify the humanist ic  s logans of the great ' bourgeois '  
revolu t ions ; i ndeed , so much has  been done to red uce them to mere 
reflexes of narrow bourgeois self- interest that we now risk the possibi l ity 
of los i ng all s ight  of their  popul ist  utopian d i mens i o n .  After so much 
has been said about the economic con fl i c ts that d iv ided the E nglish , 
American , and French revolutions , future hisrories of these great dramas 
would now serve us best if they revealed the bourgeois ie 's  fear of all 
revolutions , i t s  i n nate conservar i s m  and proc l ivity  for compromis ing 
with the establ i shed order .  They would also serve us best i f  they 
revealed how the oppressed strata of the revolut ionary era pushed the 
' bourgeois '  revolut ions beyond the narrow confi nes the bourgeois ie  
itself establ ished i nto remarkable areas of democrat i c  principles with 
which the bourgeois ie  h as always l i ved i n  an uneasy and suspicious 
accommodation . The various ' rights '  these revol utions formulated were 
ach ieved not because of the bourgeois ie  but  i n  spi te of i t  by the 
American yeoman farmers in the 1 7 70s and the sam mlottes of the 
1 7 90s - and their future becomes increas i ngly q uest ionable i n  a 
growing corporate and cybernetic  world . 

B u t  this  very future and recen t  trends - technological , societal , 
and cultural which shake up and threaten to decompose the trad i t ional 
c lass structure produced by the Industrial  Revol ut ion - raise the 
prospect that a general i n terest can

· 
emerge out of the particular class 

i nterests created by the past two centuries . The word ' people' may 
well return to the radi cal vocabulary - not as an obscurantist abstraction 
but as a h ighly m ea n i ngful expression of i nc reas i ngly  rootless , fl u i d ,  
a n d  technolog i cally d isplaced strata which c a n  no longer b e  i n tegrated 
i nto a cybernetic  and highly  mechani zed society . To the technolog ically 
d i splaced strata we can add the elderly and the young who face a 
dubious future i n  a world that can no longer define the roles people 
play in its economy and culture .  These strata no longer fit elegantly 

• For a l l  m shortcom i ngs a n d  fa i l i ng s ,  i t  w a s  t h i s  rad i cal i n te l l igents ia  r h a r  provided the  
c u r t i ng edge of every revol u t i onary project m h i srory - and . i n  fac t ,  l i tera l l y  pro;erted the 
very i deas of soc ia l  change from which the people d rew the ir  soc ia l  i ns ights .  Peri k les was to 
exempl i fy them i n  the ancient  world , a John B a l l  or a Thomas M u n zer i n  rhe medieval and 
Reformation eras , a Den i s  D iderot d u r i ng rhe E n l ightenment , a n  E m i le Zola and Jean-Paul 
Sart re i n  rel at ively  recent  t i mes .  The academic inte!let111al i s  a fairly recen t  phenomenon : a 
bookish , c loistered , incestuous , and career-oriented creature who lacks l i fe  experience and 
pract ice .  

"But nature as such knows no laws. 

She acts unconsciously ... " 

Michael Bakunin 

i nto a simplistic d ivision of class conflicts  that rad ical theory structured 
around 'wage labour' and ' capital . '  

The 'people' may return to this  era i n  s t i l l  another sense : notably 
as a 'general interest' that is formed out of public concern over ecological , 
community ,  moral , gender, and c u l tu ral issues . I t  would be unwise 
to downplay the crucial role of these seemingly marg i nal ' ideolog i cal ' 
concern s .  As Franz Borkenau emphasized nearly fifty years ago , the 
history of the past century tells us only too clearly that the proletariat 
can become more enamoured of national ism than social ism and be 
guided more by a 'patriot ic '  i n terest than a 'class' i n terest , as any one 
who v is i ts the Uni ted States today would quickly learn . Quite as ide 
from the h istoric influence such ideolog i cal movements as Christ ian i ty 
and Islam have exercised , both of which still reveal the power of 
ideology to rise above material i nteres t ,  we are also faced with the 
power of ideology tO work i n  a social ly prog ress ive d i rection - notably 
ecolog ical , femi n i s t ,  ethn i c ,  moral , and countercultural i deolog ies 
within which one_ encounters pacifist and utopistic anarchist components 
that await integration i nto a coherent outlook . In '3-ny case , new social 
movements are developing around us which cross t rad i tional class l i nes .  
From this  ferment , a general i n terest may yet be formed which i s  
larger i n  i ts scope , novelty , and creativity than the economically oriented 
part icular interests of the pas t .  And i t  is from this  ferment that a 
'people'  can �merge and sort i tself out i n to assem blies and l i ke form s ,  
a 'people' that transcends particularistic interests and gives a heightened 
relevance to a l i bertarian munic ipal orientat ion . 

At a t ime when Orwel l ' s i mage of 1 984 can be clearly t ranslated 
i nto the 'megalopol is '  of a highly central i zed State and a h ighly  cor­
porati zed society , we must explore the poss ibi l i ty of cou n terpos i ng to 
these statist and social developments a th ird realm of human pract ice : 
the pol i t i cal real m  created by the munic ipal i t y ,  a h istoric development 
of the Urban Revolution i tself that has not been fully  d iges ted by the 
State . Revolution always translates i tself into d ual power : the i ndustrial 
union , soviet or counc i l ,  and the Commune,  all oriented agai nst the 
State. A thorough exam i nation of h is rory wi l l  show that the factory , 
a creature of bou rgeoi s  rat ional izat ion , has never been the locus of 
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revolution ; the most explic itly revolutionary workers ( the Spanish , 
Russian , French , and Italian) have mainly been transit ional classes , 
indeed tradit ional decomposi ng agrarian strata which were subject to 
the discordant and ult imately corrosive impact of an i ndustrial culture 
that is i tself already becomi ng a t radit ional one . Today , i !1  fact ,  where 
workers are st i l l  in motion , their battle is  largely defensive ( ironically, 
a battle to maintain an industrial system that is faced with displacement 
by a capital- i ntensive , i ncreas i ngly cybernetic technology) and reflect 
the last st i rri ngs of a wani ng economy . 

The c i ty , too , is dying - but i n  a very different sense from the 
factory . The factory was never the realm of freedom . It was always 
the realm of survival , of 'necessity , ' which disempowered and desiccated 
the human world around i t .  Its emergence was bi tterly resisted by 
craftspeople ,  agrari an communit ies ,  and a more h umanly scaled and 
communal ist ic  world . Only the nai·vete of a Marx and E ngels who 
fostered the myth that the factory serves to ' d iscipline , '  ' u n i te , '  and 
' organize' the proletariet could oblige rad i cals , mysti fied in their  own 
right  by the ideal of a ' sc ientific social ism , '  to ignore i ts authori tarian 
and h ierarc h i cal rol e .  The abol it ion of the factory by an ecotechnics , 
creative work, and , yes , by cybernetic devices desig ned to meet human 
need s ,  i s  a des ideratum of social ism in i ts l i bertarian and utopian 
forms , i nd eed , a moral precondit ion for freedom . 

B y  contras t ,  the U rban Revol ution played a very d i fferent role .  I t  
essentially created the idea o f  a universal humanitas and the communalizing 
of that humanity  along rat ional and ethical l i nes .  I t  raised the l i m i ts 
to h uman d evelopment i mposed by the ki nship t i e ,  the parochialism 
of the folk world , and the suffocating effects of custom . The d i ssol ution 
of genuine municipalit ies by urbanization would mark a grave regression 
for soc ietal l i fe : a destruction of the uniq uely human di mension of 
consociation , of the civil life that j usti fies any use of the word 'civ i l ization' 
and the body pol i t ic  that g ives mean i ng and iden t i ty to the word 
'pol i t ics . '  Here ,  if theory and real i ty enter i nto conflict  with each 
other ,  one is  j us t i fied in i nvok i ng Georg Lukacs '  famous remark : "So 
much the worse for the facts . " Pol itics , so easily degraded by 'pol it icians' 
i n to s tatecraft , must be rehabi l i tated by anarchism in its origi nal 
mean i ng as a form of civic part i c ipation and ad m i n is trat ion that stands 
in counterposit ion to the State and extends beyond those bas ic aspects 

"These theses advance the view that a libertarian municipalism is 
possible and a new civic politics is definable as a dual power that can 

counterpose assembly and confederal forms to the centralized State. 
As matters now stand in the Orwellian world of the 1 980's, this 

perspective of dual power may well be one of the most important 
ones, ... , that libertarians can hope to develop without compromising 

their anti-authoritarian principles." 

of human i ntercourse we appropriately call soc ial . * In a very rad ical 
sense , we must go back to the roots of the word i n  the polis and the 
unconscious stirri ngs of the people to create a domai n for rational , 
ethical , and public i ntercourse which , i n  turn , gave rise to the ideal 
of the Commune and the popular assemblies of the revolutionary era .  

Anarchism has always stressed the need fo r  moral regenerat ion and 
for a counter-culture (to use this word in its  best sense) against the 
prevai l i ng culture .  Hence i ts emphasis  on ethics , i ts concern for a 
coherence of means and ends , its defence of human rights as well as 
civil  righ ts , notably i n  its concern for oppression i n  every aspect of 
l ife .  Its image of counter-institutions has been more problematic .  I t  
would b e  well t o  remember that there has always been a communalist 
tendency in anarchism , not only a synd ical ist and an individualist 
one . Moreover,  this  communalist tendency has always had a strong 
municipal ist  orientat ion,  one which can be gleaned from the writi ngs 
of Proudhon and Kropotki n .  What has been lacki ng is  a searching 
exami nation of the pol i t ical core of this  orientation : the d ist inction 
between a realm of discourse , decision-mak i ng ,  and i nst i tutional devel­
opment that is  neither social nor stat ist . Civic pol it ics  i s  not intr i nsically 
parl iamentary pol i tics ; i ndeed , i f  we restore the authentic h istoric 
meaning of the word ' pol it ics '  to i ts rightful place i n  the radical 

• Before conc l ud i ng r hese remarks , i r  i s  worth not ing rhar the <l i s r i ncr ion  between the soc ial  
and the pol i t ical has a long ped igree , one w h i c h  goes back ro Arisrorle and was ro surface 
cont i n ual ly  over the h isrory of soc ia l  theory , most rece n r l y  i n  the  works of Han nah A rendt .  
What both th i nkers lacked was a theory o f  rhe Stare ,  hence rhe absence o f  a t r i partite 
d i s t i nct ion i n  their  w r i t i ngs .  

vocabulary , i t  is redolent of the Athenian c i t izens'  assembly and its 
more egal i tarian hei r ,  the sect ional assemblies of Paris .  To reach back 
into these historic i nstitutions , to enrich their content with our l ibertarian 
tradit ions and crit ical analyses , and to bring them to the surface of 
an ideologically confused world i s  to bri ng the past to the service of 
the present  in a creative and i nnovative way . Every radical tendency 
is  burdened by a certai n measure of i n tellectual i nert ia ,  the anarchist  
no less than the social i s t .  The security of trad i t ion can be so comforti ng 
that it  ends all possible i n novation , even among anti -authori tarians . 

Anarchism is beleaguered by i ts concern over parl iamentarism and 
statism. This concern has been amply j ust i fied by history , but it can 
also lead to a s iege mental i ty that is  no less dogmatic in theory than 
an electoral radicalism i s  corrupt in practice . Yet if l i bertarian mu­
nicipalism is  construed as an organic polit ics , a pol i t ics that emerges 
from the base level of human consociation into the fullness of a genuine 
body pol it ic  and partic ipatory forms of c itizenship ,  i t  may well be the 
last redoubt for a social is.m oriented toward decentralized popular 
i nst i tutions . A major feature of a l i bertarian municipalist  approach is 
that i t  can evoke l ived trad itions to legit imate i ts claims , trad i tions 
which , however fragmentary and tattered , still  offer the potential for 
a part icipatory poli t ics of challengi ng d i mensions to the State . The 
Comm u ne sti l l  l ies buried in the c i ty counc i l ; the sections st i l l  l ie 
buried in the neighbourhood ; the town meeti ng still  l ies buried i n  
t h e  township ; confederal forms of municipal association s t i l l  l ie  buried 
in reg ional networks of towns and c i ties . To recover a past that can 
l ive and be reworked to suit l iberatory ends is not to be captive to 
tradit ion ; it i s  to ferret out uniquely human goals of association that 
have abidi ng qualities in the human spir i t  - the need for community as 
such - and which have welled up repeatedly  over the pas t .  They l i nger 
i n  the present as st i l lborn hopes which people find within  themselves 
at all times and which come to the surface of history in i nspi red 
moments of action and release . 

These theses advance the view that a l i bertarian municipal ism is  
possi ble and a new civic  pol i tics i s  definable as a dual power that  can 
counterpose assembly and confederal forms . to the centrali zed State . 
As matters now stand i n  the Orwell ian world of the 1 980s , this  
perspect ive of dual  power may well  be one of the most important ones , 
doubtless among others , that l i bertarians can hope to develop wi thout 
compromising their ant i -authori tarian pri nciples . Further : these theses 
advance the view that an organic pol i t ics based on such radical par­
ticipatory forms of c iv ic  association does not exclude the right of 
anarchists to alter c i ty and town charters such that they val idate the 
existence of directly democratic i nsti tut ions . And if  this kind of activity 
brings anarch ists i n to c i ty counci ls , there is  no reason why such a 
pol it ics  should be constnied as parl iamentary , part icularly if i t  is  
confi ned to the civic level and is consciously posed against the State . * 
I t  is curious that many anarchists who celebrate the existence of a 
' collectivi zed ' i ndustrial en terpri se , here and there , w i th considerable 
enthusiasm despite its emergence within a thoroughly bourgeois economic 
framework can view a municipal pol i t ics that en tai ls 'elections'  of any 
k ind with repug nance , even if such a pol i tics i s  structured around 
neighbourhood ·assemblies , recal lable deputies , radically democratic 
forms of accountabil i ty ,  and deeply rooted localist networks . 

The c i ty is not congruen t  with the State . The two have very d i fferent 
origi ns and have played very different roles historical ly . That the State 
penetrates every aspect of l ife today , from the family  to the factory , 
from the union to the c i ty , does not mean that one self-righteously 
wi thdraws from every form of organized h uman i n terrelationsh ips , 
i ndeed from one's own ski n ,  to an empyrean realm of purity and 
abstraction , one that would val idate Adorno's description of anarchism 
as  a 'ghost . '  I f  there are any ghosts that haun t  us , they take the form 
of a dogmatism and ri tual ist ic  rigid i ty so i nflexible that one sl ips i nto 
an i ntel lectual rigor mortis no different in kind from that which settles 
over a corpse frozen i n  the eternity of deat h .  The power of authori ty 
to command the individual physically will have then achieved a conquest 
more complete than the imperat ives produced by mere coercion . It 
wil l  have laid i ts hand on the human spirit i tself - its freedom to 
think creat ively and res ist  with ideas , even i f  i ts capaci ty  to ac t is 
blocked for a t ime by events . 

• One would hope rhar  the ghost of Pau l  B rousse is nor i n Yoke<l against  c h i s  rhes i s .  B rousse 
used rhe l i bertarian m u n i c ipal ism of the Com m u n e ,  so deeply i ngrai ned in the Paris ian people 
of h is  r i me,  aga inst  char  very communal isr  trad i t ion - char is, ro prac c ise a purely bou rgeois 
form of parl iamenrar ism , nor ro bri ng Paris and French m u n i cipal i t ies i n to oppos i r ion ro the 
cenrra l i ze<l Scare, as rhe Com mune of 1 79 _) cr ied co <lo.  There was not h i ng orga n i c  abour  h i s  
views of m u n i c i pa l i s m  a n d  noth i ng revo l u c ionary abouc h i s  i n tent ions .  Everyone h a s  used 
rhe i mage of the Com mune for d i fferent purposes : M a rx co anchor h i s  t heory of rhe " prolecar ian 
dictatorship' i n  h i storic precedent ; Len i n  to leg i r i mate a rora l ly  Jacobi n  'pol i c ies . '  and anarchisrs ,  
more cr i t i cal l y ,  for communal i s m .  




