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News • 

In Review edited by Lev Chernyi 

n i ght Is was i m poss ib le  for the po l ice THE BRIXTON RIOTS 
A REPORT FROM ENGLAND -fTrst because they were com p l ete ly  un

prepared to deal w ith i t ,  no one had 
{ Sto·c· kwell 12 to control the s ituation tor two reasons

Va. uxhall 1 expected anyth ing  l i ke i tl And second ly  
Everyth ing  started i n  Br ixton w i th AN T · . .  

because the revo l t  spread from one part 
the shoot ing  and wound ing of a b lack w E w .. ····•·· of the area to another w i th a _v io lence �:���n� 
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pol icemen bu rst i nto the f l at ;  the woman �U ,, . ,.";} , another. They throw mo lotovs at a tar-
going  to the door natura l l y  d i dn 't i m m e- ..._;;i ';; ' get, the pol ice arr i ve, there's a short 
d iate ly  rea l i ze what was happen i ng. The "'!<. 

, ' . 
· ;<,;: v io lent c l ash,  the r ioters d isperse, and 

cops asked about her son, and f r i ghtened '".ll: f� .. ,: �<t:� they start agai n I n  another street. Then 
she turned around, perhaps to try to ""' . ·· 

· 
before pol ice can get there they empty 

warn her sons who were s leepi ng. 
· 

severa l  shops w i th l i ghtn i n g  speed and 
A shot was f i red str i k i ng her i n  perfect organ i zat ion,  sett ing  them afire 

the back.  She w i l l  be per manent ly  so  that  when the  pol ice arr i ve the i r  
para lyzed.  escape routes are a l ready ava i lab le,  

Around m id-day a l l  her nei ghbors through the smoke from the f i res. 
gathered outside her house and w i th That 's how it was In Br ixton for 
shouts of "Fascist Murderers !"  they the whole n i ght  t i l l ,  around dawn, com -
niarched o n  the nearby pol ice stat ion.  letely exhausted, we al l  went to bed. 
People  in the street d idn ' t  understand at E veryth ing that the med ia wrote about 
f i rst, unt i l  the news spread that the wo- how the pol ice eas i l y  gai ned contro l  of 
man had d i ed. Then there sudden l y the area during  Saturday n i ght is untrue. 
appeared molotov cocktai l s, stones, It on l y  became qu iet when we dec i ded 
st icks, and metal bol ts. Th is  was the to go to s leep, and we l eft the pol ice 
s i gnal for revo lt .  to guard the by now e m pty shops and 

From that moment on the mood Brhc:ton residents attack a police station In the early stages of the riot on Sept. 28th. the sti l l  bu rn i ng barr icades. 
was "we've had enough of the m urder i ng For a month the m ed i a  have been 
pol ice !"  ta l k i ng about noth i ng but .these revo l ts 

It 's  d i ff icult to descr ibe the se- bu i ld i ng barr icades, a l l  to cover the most beaut i f u l  go l d  watches, say ing  that and natura l l y  they ' re l ook ing  for an 
quence of events f rom th is  moment on other com rades who, i n  the shops a long they'd been g i ven an ear l y  Chr i st m as exp l anat ion for everyt h i ng that 's 
and i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  to fol low the log ic of the street were organ i z ing  the most joy- present !  You can i m ag i ne how angry happened. However, I th i n k  I know the 
events, but I ' l l  try ! I d iscover that fu l acts bf loot i n g  that I have ever the cops were to be so com p l ete ly r i d i - moti ve a n d  I f i n ish here w i th the words 
there 's a r iot goi ng on w h i l e  I ' m  s i tt i ng seen.  For. them and for us a l l  it was cu l ed.  that  I heard shouted at a cop dur i ng the 
having a m ea l  w i th my f lat mates, a a long ant ic i pated carn iva l .  The most a m a z i ng t h i ng about th is  loot i n g  of a shop: 
norm a l  Saturday even ing.  Two f r i ends Ju ice and soft dr i nks in abundance k i nd of revol t  Is  how it som et i m es be- "Leave me alone pol ice shit, 
arr i ve run n i ng .  They bu rst i nto our for the k i ds, boxes of sweets and choco- comes just l i ke a party or fest iva l ;  the want to enjoy myself. Life Is boring. 
house and gest icu l at i ng,  a l m ost unab le  !ates for the grann i es, for the b i g  sort of th ing  you see in absurd f i l ms. We want the goods, the money, power ••• 
to speak, they led us a short way to brothers and s isters lots of bott l es of I t 's enough for you to k now that my WE WANT EVERYTHING!" 
Br ixton's m a i n  street.  w h isky--enough to get the whole' of neighbors, after v i si t i ng the l i tt le  super-

There I saw someth i ng that I ' l l  Br ixton drunk that n ight. market nearby, organ i zed a party, a 
never forget ••• the s i ght of that street,  SANTA COMES EARLY: And th is  party that l asted a l l  n i ght, w i th the 
usual l y  f u l l  of traff ic ,  now In f lames, was on l y  for starters. In the course of reggae m usic accom pan ied by the wall i n g  
w ith the houses on e i ther s ide com pl ete- t h e  n i ght there were peopl e  who had of pol ice s i rens and by the arr i va l  of 
ly  swa l l owed up by the f l a m es and obv ious ly  thought of, let's say ,  more the f i re brigade who were try i ng to put 
s moke from the burn ing  bar r icades. And long-last ing  goods, l i ke jewels, watches out the var ious f i res bur n i ng In the 
in the m iddle of it a l l  the people-- and d iamond r ings. I happened to see street. 
fam i l iar  faces that I knew wel l ,  nei gh- a group of young b lack women stand ing  But, you  ask, where were the 
bors, ch i ldren, youths--al l  i ntent on In front of som e  pol icemen wav ing  the pol ice? Wel l ,  for a good part of the 

ETHIOPIAN'S ABUSE US AID is tru l y  encourag i ng that so many people 
sti l l  care about others. However, there 
are some · i m portant facts that the U.S. 
media consistently over look or present 
in a m is lead i ng m anner. · Th is  leaves the 
major ity  of people in the U.S. e ither 
un informed or m is informed. 

W idespread hunger and starvat ion 
conti nue to be a major part of dai l y  l i fe 
i n  Eth iopia. Human i tar ian re l ief workers 
struggle to raise funds to a l l eviate some 
of the suffer i ng and Americans conti nue 
to enthusiastica l l y  respond by contr ibu
ting m i l l ions of dol l ars each year. I t  

H unger i n  Ethiopia is  not due to 
drought a lone. Eth iopi a  is presently at 
war both w i t h i n  its · borders ( w i th the 
Tirgr ian and Oromo people) and w ith the 
neighbor i ng countr ies of Som a l i a  and 
Er i t r ia. The Som a l ian war i s  the resu l t  
o f  a terr i tor ia l  d i spute dat ing back to 
the 1 940's, w h i le for the past twenty
four years Ethiopian regimes have 
attem pted to suppress and colonize 
Eritrea. Now Eth iopia is attempting to 
starve the Eri trean people i nto subm is
sion i n  order to acqu ire the i r  land. The 
Eth iopian government spends a tremen
dous amount of its national  budget to 
continue these wars. The govern ment 
fee ls  that the wel fare of thousands of 
starv ing Eth iopians i s  secondary to the 
expansion of i ts m i l i tary efforts. Thus 
the Eth iopian-perpetuated wars have 
heav i l y  contr ibuted to the current 
tam i ne condi t ions. 
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Another i m portant fact which 
shou ld  be recogn ized is the Eth iopi an 
reg i me's m isuse of food a id  and supp l ies. 
Other than "target spec i f ic" organ i z a
t ions (Er i t rean Rel ief  Associ at ion,  the 
Rel ief Society of T i gray ,  and Grassroots 
International ) ,  most of the U.S. a id  to 
Eth iop i a  is d ispersed d i rectl y  through the 
Eth iopian government w here it is both 
sold in open markets and used to bolster 
the m i l itary reg i m e. It  i s  used to 

1.,; 'br ibe'  hungry peasants to jo i n its m i l i -
( tary forces, to pay for govern m ent 

(�"' e TH 1oP1" agents and off ic ia ls ,  and to feed the 
·, / a r m y. These wel l -docu m ented facts are 
\. / ,.,. not usua l l y  presented by the U .S. m ed ia ,  

"'\ // .,." so the Amer ican pub l ic re m a i ns u n i n-
. ,./----�--... ,..--...�--_,..---· o� f=.==1 for m ed. Because of these d i versions and '.,.-,..... ......_.,J. i "' abuses, both fam i ne and war-re l ated � •� .,. KENYA 1 

deaths have i ncreased s i nce the ar r i va l 

of U .S. a id.  I n  fact, U.S. aid is a 
direct causative factor i n  the intensifi
cation of famine conditions and the 
escalation of war i n  both Eth iopia and 
the Horn of Afr ica. 

Drought i s  a m ajor probl e m  in 
Eth iopia. and Eri trea. If the people were 
free to work the i r  l and however, w ithout 
fear of the destruct ion of the i r  homes, 
the i r  crops and the i r  l i ves, the i m pact 
of the drought wou ld  be m uch l ess 
severe. The I nternat ional  Food and 
A l l i ed Workers Assoc i at ion has con
demned the Eth iopian fam ine ·as a "po l i 
t ica l  cr i me." 

A l l  i nd i v iduals and organ i zat ions 
concerned w ith assist ing fam i ne vict i m s  
are u r ged t o  b e  carefu l that the ir  
efforts are net abused. I f  you p l an to 
help the "starv ing Eth iopians," p lease do 
so consc ientious ly .  You r  decis ion w i l l  
he lp  deter m i ne whether m i l l ions o f  peo
p le  w i l l  l i ve or d ie. f3¥: Lois Sabo' and 
Dav id  Tay lor 
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Please make any checks payable to the Columbia .. 1 
Anarchist League. 

• 

(Editors's note: In addition to the 
Handsworth, Brix ton, Toxteth and 
Tottenham riots, smaller scale clashes 
occurred all around England this fall 
including Askern, Salford, Hulme, Lolly
hurst, Cheetham Hill, Stockport, South
all, Peckham, Forest Gate, Oxford, 
Rugby, Leicester, Gloucester, etc. ) 
SOUCE: Counter Information, Edinburgh 

Ronald  Reagan wasn't  able to w i n  a 
m ajor ity among registered voters i n  the 
last election. When the 72.4% turnout 
is taken into account, registered voters 
break down as fol lows: 

Reagan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 42.6% 
M onda le .......................... 29.6% 
A 11 others....................... 0.2% 
Nobody(not voting) .......... 27.6% 

Add ing those w ho didn't reg ister (or 
cou ldn't  register-includ i ng the m any 
m$lde homeless and "permanent-address"
less by Reagan's pol it ics) ••• and based on 
the 52.9% of the voting age turnout: 

Nobody •••••••••••••••••••••••••••47 .1 % 
Reagan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 1 .2% 
Mondale .......................... 2 1 .6% 
A l l  others ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 1 % 

Many new people were i ndeed persuaded 
to reg ister for the 1984 elections, but 
the percentage of registered voters who 
actually went to the polls declined from 
75211> In 1980 to 72.4% In 1984. 

You can be sure that if th is  were 
N i caragua the U.S. press would ca l l  the 
e l ect ion i nva l i d  due to m assive voter 
boycott of near l y  50%! SOU RCE: 
Mutual Aid Alternatives, A l bany, N .  Y. 
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International Anarchist News 

Fifteen year-old anarchist Michalls Kaltezas lies dead. 

MAJOR RIOTS IN ATHENS IN PROTEST 
GREEK ANARCHIST MURDERED BY POLICE 

1 00,000 people marc hed through 
Athens on Sunday, Novem ber 17th to 
com memorate the occupation (by 
students) of the Athens Polytechnic 
U n i versity bu ild i ngs in November, 1973, 
which had led to the collapse of the 
U .S. supported d i ctatorsh i p. Despi te a 
strong pol ice presence some of the 
marchers ( mostly anarch ists) attacked a 
South Afr ican A i rUnes bu i ld i ng and the 
Athens H ilton Hote l en route. 

.A.fter the demonstrat ion hundreds 
of pol ice in cars and vans surrounded 
Exarch i a  Square (a m eet i ng p l ace for 
Athens' anarch ists) l ook i ng for suspects. 
The pOl ice were reportedly  very brutal 
dur ing the i r  search of the area, creati n g  
a very tense situation, unt i l  just after 
m id n i ght a crowd responded by throw i n g  
molotovs a t  a pol ice van. The pol ice 
evacuated the van and f i red at the re
treat ing  crowd, k i l l i ng  a 15 year-o l d  
anarchist, M ic ha l i s  Kal tezas, w h o  was 
shot i n  the back of the head. (He was 
not shot "as he tossed a f i re bom b  at 
a pol ice bus" as was erroneously 
reported by the Columbia Daily Tribune 
of Nov. 19th. He was shot down from 
behind as he ran ami dst an escapi n g  
crowd.) 

When news of Ka l tezas' death 
spread, 200 people  i m m ed i ately occupied 
the Athens Pol ytechnic che m i stry bu i ld
ing in protest. This same bu i ld ing  had 
been occupied in May, 1985 by anar-

ch ists protesti ng pol ice harassm ent. 
Pol ice qu ick ly  surrounded the bu i ld i ng 
and m ade two unsuccessfu l attempts to 
evaeuate the bu i ld i ng dur ing the n ight. 
Then at 1 1  AM on the morn ing  of Nov. 
1 8th they used tear gas to storm the 
bu ild i ng and v iolently evict its occupiers. 

The brutal eviction of the chem is
try bu i ld ing sparked r iot i ng throughout 
the c ity as 5,000 protesters marched to 
the Houses of Parl iament and 2 ,500 more 
re-occupied the Polytechn ic  U n i vers i ty 
bu ild i ngs demanding  the pun i sh m ent of 
those responsib le  for Kaltezas' m urder. 
The second occupat ion ended the next 
day w hen the major i ty left and those 
rem a i n i ng deci ded to leave too fear ing  
further pol ice bruta l ity. 

At 9PM on the n i ght of the 18th 
it was announced that the I nter ior 
M in i ster (also responsible for Pub l ic  
Order) and  h i s  assistant had  res igned, 
but the i r  res i gnat ions were not accepted 
by Socialist Pr i me M in i ster Papandreous. 
At the sam e  t i m e  the national  pol ice 
ch ief and two of h i s  deputies were sus
pended from thei r duties until  an i nves
t i gat ion of Kaltezas '  murder is com
pleted (at wh ich  t i m e  they will no doubt 
be re-i nstated). One pol iceman,  
Athanasios Mel i stas, has been charged 
w i th manslaughter (reduced from 
m u rder ) and released condit iona l l y  with
out bai l .  However i t  i s  un l i ke ly  that 
he w i l l  ever be conv icted. 

Athens Polytechnic building. 

Demonstrations, occupations, and 
some rioting in solidarity with the 
Athens occupation also took place in 

Salonika, Yannena, P3tra, Komotini and 

Xanthi. 

Also in response to these events a 

pol ice van was blown up in Athens on 
November 26th, killing two cops and 
injuring 21. The bombing was claimed 
by the "November 17th" group (named 
after the date students occupied the 
Polytechnic leading the way for the fal l 
of the dictatorship in 1973). "November 
17th" is not an anarchist group, though 
some newspapers have spread this lie. 
SOURCE: B l ack F l ag,  London 

Ai�ARCHIST UNIONS IN JAPAN 

F ifty years si nce the last anarcho
synd icalist un ions. in Japan d i sappeared, 
anarch ists have begun reorgan iz i ng 
un ions on a nat ional sca le. The newly
recogn ized Japanese sect ion of the 
anarcho-syndica l i st I nternat ional Workers 
Associat ion, the AIT-J, i s  now made up 
of f ive regional organizations: Tokyo, 
Sai tama,  Nagano, Shi koku •and Kansai. 
The average age of AIT-J militants is 
between 20 and 40 years-thus the vast 
majori ty has never been in or had any 
d i rect experience w i th any functioning 
anarcho-syndica l ist un ions, though they 
are wel l aware of anarcho-syndica l i st 
theory. The AIT-J recogn i zes that i t  
is st i l l  i n  the ear l y  stages of reconstruc
tion. 

I n Tokyo many AIT-J members 
belong to a broad-based union in Kanto 
and hel p  make up the anarcho-syndica l i st 
tendency i n  th is  un ion.  Other members 
have organized independent un ions which 
have not yet affiliated w i th the AIT-J 
Tokyo. And sti ll another group in this 
region is composed of self-employed 
workers, i nc l ud i ng shop owners, small 
workshop owners, etc. who have no 
employees. 

In Saitama prov i nce, AIT-J mem
bers belong to  severa l un ions. A Gaku i ro 
un ion (for n ight porters) has an anarcho
syndicalist tendency. An anarcho
syndica l ist Kosh i i ro un ion (for workers 
employed by compan i es who are con
tracted by the c i ty of Kosh igaya) has 
been organized by the AIT-J, but is not 
yet aff i l iated with it. The Kosh i i ro 
loca l  act i ve i n  Kosh igaya's mun ic ipa l 
hospital  ( m ade up of telephone and 
housekeeping  personne l )  is now part ic ipa
t ing  in runn ing the hosp ital  s i nce the 
boss contracted by the c i ty d isappeared ! 

I n  Nagano there are no current 
union activ it ies, however this regional 
group i s  i nvolved i n  ant i -m i l i tar ist, anti
nuclear and th i rd world support struggles, 

In Sh i koku region members are 
attem pt i ng to organ ize in several 
prov i nces. 

In Kansai (wh ich  i ncludes l arge 
c i t ies l i ke Osaka, K ioto, Kobe, etc. )  
there has h istor ica lly been a l arge anar
ch ist and anarcho-synd ical ist presence. 
Several anarch ist groups not aff i l iated 
with the AIT-J are acti ve here, however 
this region was paradoxica lly the l ast 
to establ ish an AIT-J section because 
of d i ff icu l t ies i n  un i t ing  the various 
autonomous groups and un ions wh ich 
exist here. SOU R CE: Black Flag, London 

ANARCHISM IN ITALY 

Ita ly  has one of the health iest 
anarch ist movements i n  the wor ld  at 
p resent. Although it 's  a m i nority move
ment ( l i ke everywhere e lse at present) 
it is wel l organi zed, w idespread and 
sol id.  

The Ita l ian Anarchist Federation 
(F.A.I.) is  an open, above-ground orga
n i z at ion (un l ike the i l legal Span ish F.A. I .  
for i nstance), which is  affi l iated a s  the 
Ita l ian sect ion to the I nternat ional 
Federation of Anarch ists. The Ita l ian 
F.A. I.  now has off ices i n  Bologna, 
Carrara, Alessandr ia,  Reggio  Em i l ia ,  
Trieste, Rome, L i vorno, Naples, Empol i ,  
l mo l a  and M i lan. 

Outside of the F.A.I. there are 
many documentat ion centers i nc l ud i ng 
the N. Pap in i  Center i n  Fane, the Docu
mentat ion Center i n Luca, the F ranco 
Serant i n i  L i brary In Pisa, the C. Berner i  
Anarch ist Center i n  M i lan,  the Anarch ist 
Documentat ion Center i n  Rome, the 
Berner i  Fam i l y  Arch ive in Pistoia,  the 
L i gu re Synd ica l ist Documentat ion Center 
in Genoa, and the Anarchist Cu ltural  
C i rc le  i n  Carrara. 

The Ita l ian movement pub l ishes a 
w ide range of anarchist per iodicals and 
books. They i nc l ude the week l y  
anarchist paper Umanlta Nova publ ished 
by the F.A. I .  in M i lan,  the month l y  
magaz ine Revista A, and the recently 
resurrected anarcho-syndical ist quarter ly 
Autogestione. Som e  of the other m ore 
wel l known per iodicals  i nc lude Seme 
Anarchlco from Bresc ia,  L 'lnternazlonale 
from Ancona, the anti-m i l i tarist paper 
Senzapatria from Sondr ia ,  Lotta di 
Classe pub l ished by the anarcho
syndicallst u.s.1. (the Ita l ian section of 
the I nternat ional  Workers Assoc iation),  
Anarchlsmo (pub l ish ing the works of 
Alfredo Bonnano), Crocenera from M i l an,  
and Sic Illa Llbertaria. This com p i  l at ion 
is on l y  a l ist i ng of som e of the more 
i mportant of the organ i z at ions and 
period icals of the Ita l ian movement 
which i gnores i ts other current act i v i 
t ies. W e  w i l l  i nc lude more i nfor mation 
on Ita l ian anarch ists and the i r  act i v it ies 
in future issues. SOU RCE: Black Flag, 
London 

VENEZUELAN FEDERATION 
At a meeting whick took place 

l ast May the Federaclon Anarquista de 
Continued on back page 

If people were to learn to conceive the world in the new 
way, without the old notion of "force," It would alter not only 
their physical Imagination, but probably also their morals and 
politics.... In Newton's theory of the solar system, the sun seems 

like a monarch whose behests the planets have to obey. In 
Einstein's world there Is more individualism and less government 
than in Newton's.... If nature, as portrayed by Einstein, Is to be 
our model, it would seem that the anarchists have the best of the 
argument. The physical universe is orderly, not because there is 
a central government, but because every body minds its own 
business.--Bertrand Russell,The ABC of Relativity 
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A tale from NEUTRON GUN by Gerry Reith 
' �·. . 

1 • 

One dark and glistening 
night, while I calculated per
centages and busied myself in 
other ways, I was visited by 
two friends, Sergei Glup and 
Debbie Development. 

Sergei liked Debbie very 
much, and wanted to get in 
her shorts. I suspect he 
rather wished I wasn't present 
because then it would have 
been easier to tell her so. 
Al though god knows why, since 
I was hardly in the competi
tion, and we were all on rela
tively intimate terms. 

They engaged in conver
sation, ignoring me, but pre
venting me from doing my 
work. 

"I'm an authority," Sergei 
would announce. 

"Oh, I don't know about 
that," Debbie might reply, 
coyly. 

At other times the ex
change went like this: 

"I'm an authority." 
"Yes, I see. Maybe you 

are after all!" 
Sergei seemed to think 

that if he could finally esta
blish his authority he might 
have a good chance of getting 
Debbie into the boudoir with 
him. This was hardly likely, 
but they spent ·much time de
tailing the req·uirements to be 

met by all those who would be 
allowed into bed. Sergei made 
sure that all his categorical 
qualifications included Debbie, 
or someone like her; Debbie 
offered that her standards 
were pretty high. 

At times I made the 
mistake of commenting. 

"'Love' as a word often 
confuses the issue," I said at 
one point, adding: "What we're 
talking about, in the abstract, 
is the delicate negotiations 
that occur .•• the two sides allow 
each other to save face for 
as long as they both want the 
bargaining to go on. They beat 
around the bush trying to con 
each other with vague terms, 
thinking it's diplomatic. Say 
one wants the other to be at 
his beck and call while the 
other doesn't like the idea ••••• 

these types of conditions are 
established, perhaps, by gossip
ing about others •••• " 

I was interrupted by a 
wave of the hand from Sergei, 
who translated for Debbie, 
telling her, "I'm the authority 
around here." 

It carried on like this. 
Once in a while I popped in 
and got minor slaps on the 
wrist to remind me to keep 
my mouth shut unless I had 
something to s�y that would 
augment Sergei's· standing. 

2. 
After a while grew 

sleepy, although I was keeping 
an eagle eye out, practising. 
It was entertaining to consider 
the combinations, and it gave 
me a thrill when my silent 
predictions were fulfilled. But 
my tiredness led me to make 
the same mistake over again: 
I kept commenting, and they 
began to focus on me. 

In a politically-related 
discussion of motive, I couldn't 
let them continue with the 
hogwash they were spouting; 
if I had it would have meant 
complete capitulation to a 
doctrine don't hold, and I 
would at some future point 
have been called on it. "Oh 
come on," I said, "People 
basically do what they want 
to, within certain limits." 

That's when Sergei really 
cut loose. It was more of an 
error than I at first supposed, 
because it should have been 
obvious that Sergei wasn't 
doing what he wanted to do 
by any stretch . of the imagina
tion. He got angry, probably 
imagining that I imputed to 
him some lack of ·desire to 
pork the babe in our midst. 

" What do you mean, cer
tain limits!" he roared. "Any
thing can be within your sup
posed certain lin�its!" If there 

m��t=»��,-- .. ,,,,"''�����( . . . � . ''))�� �d by l'li.ru.true
� 

his 
.
propag�nda pro- I was holding in hand an accomplish-�� · •th� 'l � Jekt, the logical imperative, that ed body of work. And compelled by 

� Del � had fol�owed his exposure to the its gravity of consequence, I sug-

z Bo� 8043 · 0 tf �� appeals to treason that issued forth gested to Gerry that he cull from 
Ann Arbor, Michigan� from The Last Internatlonal. Geny his wo<k a sedes of sho<t stades 

· . ...- � was gathering his rum cr�w via mail- from which we might make a book. 

�(<:::�· . order ministry, on a mission to un- Gerry made then the decision tp tem-

�))))»».1>. mask the true consequence of libertY.• per his voice with the collaboration 

A NOTE fRQM THE PLJBL I SHER . A political man, Gerry was con- of others, commissioning some pieces 
sidered the "wayward young punk" of from close associates. The project 
the Wyoming libertarian Party ••• his just jelled in our hands. Neutron 
peculiar path had led him to gambol Gul is modern allegory, political 
about among the fringe elements, the adventure tales designed to slap the 

Ever since we started publish
ing, with the journal Beatniks Fram 

Space, the Neither/Nor Press has 
been the bemused recipient of a maginals at all the wrong ends of reader in the face, sticking the 

the spectrum. He caterwauled with shiv through the ribcage of academy. 
the anarchists, rambled around with As publisher, I was thrilled 
the xerox saints, and camped out be- with the prospect of putting out a 

wasn ' t a rug on the floor. he 
:'1ip,-ht have spit. 

"You conveniently ignore 
the operative clause anc seize 
on t�e qualifying one/ I 
snapped back, irritated t'iat 
he 'voulr have the effrontery 
to escalate, hut even r'ore 
irritatec: at r:iyself for failinr. 
to have seen w!iat \Vas co::1inJ?:, 
11I'rn talking about not 2"0ing 
out for a r(eese's Peanut 
:·1uttcr r�up v1:ien you've just 
fallen into an earthqucike 
divide! It's hy cefinition, dis
covered in retrospect, that's 
all! They do what they v:ant 
to because if they <fa�n't do 
it they didn't wm�t to!" 

It �ot worse. Sergei 
pulled out all the stops Dfter 
seeing l'IY acrimony. : 1e 
interrupted me, not allowing 
the last words to be heard, 
and saic! my proposition wns 
stupid. After he had finis1:ed 
(he said, "That's stupic'., t'.-int's 

ing and corrections on the type
script of this volume before his un

fortunate demise. Some people say 
that Gerry too often got wrapped up 
in the Big Questions, others say he 
got strung out over a waitress. We 
know for sure that the FBI had found 

reason to launch an investigation 
just a few days before the end. 

There will be people who say 
that mere "ideas" cannot be danger
ous • •• well, they just never had any 
ideas like these. Neutron Gul 
doesn't just open Pandora's box, but 
literally ·tears it apart. More than 
just a book, this is a concussion 
device. Blood, sweat and tears will 

motherlode of wild and crazy stuff, 
the fevered high ejaculate of a wide
spread international network of jack
ass intellectuals. Gerry Reith , 
writing from Sh�ridan, Wyoming, 
quickly stood apart. He clearly had 
seen through the shallow depths of 

hind the barn with the Situationists. strong book, a page-turner more than never taste the same again. 

decadence, and was kicking at solid 
ground. 

l:le first began our correspon
dence with Gerry Reith near 1 y four 
years ago, and in short time he had 
deluged onto us an emphatic series 
of short fictions, docu-dramas, pos
ters and tracts--the rich effluence 

He openly embraced the 24-hour all- polemic, but one that dared to chew Denis McBee 
night rabid nihilism espoused by The on the meat that matters. I was 
ChJrch of the Sub-Genius. stunned then when notified that 1'£lJTR(W Gt.IV --A 72-page paperback 

Impelling by the vigor and Gerry had blown out his brains. I book, perfect bound, featuring seven 
breadth of his a�tack, Gerry Reith was depending on Gerry, figuring short fictions from Gerry Reith, 
was an essential catalyst in this that, after the release of this with cor.itributions from SI.rt Tzu,. Ed 
emerging dada-base of unabashed book, we'd probably have a lot of Lmiirence, Gregor Tome, and Carly 
kooks, bludgeon artists and literary explaining to do and, more than any- Sclmnl!rstein. Graphics by T. "· 
jackals, swaggering young intellec- one else, Gerry proved hope that we Caldlilell, front cover by Freddie 

tuals typing until doomsday their might yet write our way to freedom. Baer. With an introduction by Bob 
letters of correspondence, nurturing He came to rest slumped by his Black. First edition copies are 

of a mind hard and fast at work, of a literature on which governments typewriter. The papers on his desk available by sending $2.95, plus 
a man who had found some reasons to 
think. We were alternately baffled, 
taunted, detourned and de-construct-

might fall, and our binds be unbound. were too blood-encrusted to leave $1.00 shipping and handling to: The 
One day, while reviewing our clear his final work, but at least Neither/Nor Press, P.O.B. 8043, Ann 

'Gerry Reith' file, I realized that he managed to finish the proofread- Arbor, I'll. 48107. 
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stupid!" twice), he talked about contra
dictory motives and hierarchies of desire, 
and I threw in a contemptuous statement 
to the effect that, if an action be taken, 
one value has by default taken prece
dence and can be viewed for these · pur
poses as the prime motive in the case. 

Then Sergei drew an example, which 
I demolished; he said that someone who 
writes a bad check for a hat they want 
has contradictory motives and isn't really 
doing what they want to do. I nearly 
laughed out loud, recalling Freud and 
wondering if this example didn't have 
some bearing on his relationship with 
Debbie. It appeared to me to be quite 
simple, that what he meant by confused 
motive was the event-description of Iles. 
One lies to oneself so as to Ile more 
effectively to the other person. Sergei 
had designs he couldn't reveal. 

But what I said was that, in the 
first place, error in judgement is not 
mutually exclusive with volition as the 
sine qua non of an action; and that, in 
the second place, people who aren't 
fucking autistic generally know the 
results of their fucking actions and in 
fact desire those fucking results. 

But Sergei wouldn't brook the Idea 
that some people enjoy being unhappy, 
even when I backed it up with the proof 
that exhibiting symptoms ·of unhappiness 
is a common tactic for eliciting specific 
responses from others. 

He began getting incoherent and 
continued insulting me, asked what I was 
talking about (to which I threw in, 
"Commenting on the bind", which was 
ignored), and somehow devolved into 
asking me why I was disagreeing with him. 

"I was defending a statement!" 
"What Statement, what statement!" 

he yelled, evidently having an adrenaline 
rush and thinking that if he could get me 
tongue-tied over some particular he'd 
have won a victory valuable enough to 
offset the cost to his dignity of having 
stooped to such a · tactic. I suppose it 
had become a case of getting me to shut 
up at any cost. 

I realized too late what I had done, 
and that now the process had become a 
contest to the end since Sergei was out 
to re-establish authority and had nothing 
to lose. Not wanting to lose too much 
myself I decided to cut it off, get it 
over with by resigning, and I waved my 
hand in dismissal and shut up. There was 
no way I was going to get into a fist 
fight, and this was probably the next 
escalation. 

After a few minutes during which 

Debbie respectfully listened to Sergei as 
he cleared up such questions as why 
people die with smiles on their faces and 
whether this was proof of an afterlife, 
Sergei turned back to cauterize my lips 
for good. 

"You were resisting," he said, some
what calmer. "You got irrational, and 
you wouldn't listen to me because when 
people get to the, ah, root of the irra
tionality of their position, they get emo
tional. They get more excited the closer 
you get to their point of vulnerability." 

Besides projecting, (it was beautiful, 
clinically perfect), he was giving me more 
reason to suspect that he actually was 
familiar with police method from spy 
interrogation training, and he was showing 
an interesting ability to forget what don't 
come in handy, like the Marin County 
Relationships jargon he'd been spewing 
earlier; if he truly thought he had me 
in a corner, according to his Beauty of 
Personhood Becoming bull-shit, he would 
have backed off. But this stuff only 
comes Into play when bamboozling a 
potential piece of ass. Then again, somE; 
of the other schools of new age thought 
apparently hold that the only way you 
can be friends, really friends, with some
body, is to dominate them at every 
opportunity, destroy their defenses, leave 
them no privacy, secrets, or pride. 

I was somewhat more irritated at 
this point than I had been throughout the 
meat of the contest, mainly with myself 
because I regretted ever having cha!-

• lenged his authority. I wasn't a conten
der for the girl, yet I had put our friend
ship to an unnecessary test. I suppose 
that the demand for equal footing on an 
intellectual basis was misinterpreted as 
a demand for equal footing In the quest 
for lonely ova, probably because Sergei 
was using his intellectual prowess as a 
selling point. 

Anyway, worse was to come, 
because I had made a dual error and ex
posed myself to discovered check. Debbie 
turned on me with this cutting motherly 
line, seeing she could fend off the in
vites tactfully by scoring points on me. 
This way she could bask in the cheap 
warmth of being desired by keeping nego
tiations open... which was her only 
interest, since anything beyond negotia
tion was going too far for her taste. 

"What would you say if I told you 
that I love you as you are," she began, 
making me wince, and evidently dis
missing from memory her sage nods at 
my explication that 'love' is a worthless 
bargaining chip, seeing as how it remains 

"DO YOU HAVE IDEAS OR 

undefined by the person who first anted 
up. " ••• But ••• " (and here the buzzwords 
came thick & fast) " ••• you cannot ever 
be my political leader. You're too young, 
your Ideas are too radical, but I'd like 
to keep a dialogue open with you even 
though I don't plan on ever agreeing with 
you on any particular, especially the 
important ones, and you will in fact be 
wasting your time to talk to me, but I 
know you'll never let your frustration 
show because then I'll be able to hit you 
over the head with having hurt my 
feelings." In all, the raving took about 
five minutes, and five minutes of acute 

·discomfort are a small price to pay to 
stave off a month-long campaign. Sergei 
stared at me to gauge my facial response 
to the onslaught, so I did my best cata
tonia, making with the blank stares, 
which is known in the trade as clamming 
up or diminished affect. 

In the end I shrugged, since the 
thrust was clear before she had finished 
and I'd had time to figure out which act 
would neutrally signify recognition that 
it was over. Her pitch constituted an 
insult the likes of which I have seldom 
received, and they both thought they 
were loving friends.... It was almost 
terrifying. I. sat still for a while. Any 
material counter-attack would have given 
them an excuse to resume the fusillade. · 

Moving around while they babbled, 
collecting coffee cups and straightening 
up papers, served to get them standing 
and moving towards departure. They both 
knew it was getting late and I wasn't 
done with my work. They haggled over 
the literal content of religion (which 
keeps some people busy for centuries), 
mostly to the effect that Debbie hoped 
to get the newly-ordained authority to 
endorse her delusions about god and 
happiness when you're dead. 

As it turned out, Sergei tired of 
this before Debbie did, perhaps realizing 
that he'd been taken for a ride. He 
bowed out, and Debbie stayed on to 

repeat her line about not having the 
slightest respect for my politics, but at 
the same time wanting to keep an 
interesting whipping boy or clown to call 
on for occasional entertainment, and by 
the way, proofs of god, reincarnation, and 
similar patronizing shit. 

I did my best to keep writing at 
my desk and patently ignore her, but she 
really must have had a blood lust. She 
went and made a new pot of coffee and 
brought a cup over to sit and drink it 
while rec1tmg some disordered litany. 
I stopped working and listening long 
enough to formulate the necessary shrap
mel grenades. 

"Look," I said, with a fierce glare 
and a commanding tone that was unusual 
between us but functional now that I was 
bent on ridding myself of this insect as 
quickly as possible, "All you are trying 
to do is find some smart people who will 
tell you that what you read in crank 
paperbacks is true. You continue to 
refuse to look at the uses of your beliefs 
despite the clear necessity of doing so 
when evaluating them overall. I find it 
obnoxious that you try to pester me into 
sanctioning this bullshit consolatory 
prattle. Go away and drown in your 
doubts If you want to, I'm not an 
authority to be called on to allay your 
fears, quit harrassing me." 

"H'm ••• " she said, at a loss for 
words. Not long after, she left. 

I recalled the time when I had given 
Sergei's brother, Rinzai, a briefing on the 
content of Jay Haley's masterwork, 
Strategies of Psychotherapy. "H'm ••• " he 
said, at a loss. Maybe if Jo'Shu had said 
it. 

"Yeah," I carried on, ignoring the 
"H'm". "When I read it I thought I'd 
never be able to carry on a normal rela
tionship with anyone ever again." But 
who wants to? Hierarchies are the norm 
here in human-land. In hierarchies, as 
they say, you either lick boot or kick 
face. 

THE BADGUY REPORT 
MANEATER messes up 

Openers: Lot'.> of chanc:;es in 

punkvillc: lately. Chris Stift of 
Java l;;ft for Oillinqham with the 

next is�.ue rearly to go to press \!./hen 

the money's available. That rneans 

the end of the �har�a Su�s/Scar

boroughs sac;a.... The Art Sluts 

resurrected and self-destructed; 

the emotional intenc;it y, the anger 

and the urc;ency tr·,at •Jsed to send 

chills up my spine was lac king in 

their repris�. There wero some 

touching, imagirative, and tickling 

individual E}ffc;rts within the show 

at the Blue Note, just the ensemble 

and the Ganger were rdssing • • • • Like 

a f lorse dic1 their last gig ( for a 

whiie at least ) ; are looking for a 
new druri;i1er. i'lalph (whose comic on 

graffiti aopears on page 12) is 

moving to San Francisco, as is Chris 

Howland, the most radiant hippie 

smurf-punk this side of fantasyland. 

r·like Simms is moving in 1,1ith 

r·�aggot out in S. F. too. !like has 

the love and resrJect of so many 

folks here: that his absence will be 

like the eye of a storm. It has 

been a pleasure t:Jatching hirr grow 

from Causes of Tragody, to Orang8 

Doe<Juts, to Bone Deep, to Evil 

Jeeziz. Drurnr:iing us to pl aces we 

could only leap fro:n at our peril. 

f1rianne of Subliminal Nightmare 

( KOPiJ's punk shm:J, late Saturday 

night, 3-6Af'l) has 1r.oved on to neJJ and 

more daring adventures in Massachu

setts. K athy Kat will be taking 

over her show tcJith help from Tim and 

Craig of Lurking Fear. The Kat 

woman can also be seen as the warbly 

wicked vocalist of The First Dank 
of Christ • • • •  Finally it's too late 
to hu�; D. Boon, the big fellou1 uho 

played guitar with the :r1inutemen. 

He .Jiod in a car wreck just before 
Christmas. A guy who cared. 

* * * * * � 

In October I <1greed to de an 
intervie1.:.1 uJith l<ris r.apinac of the 
Maneater as an act of kindnes�. She 
sincerely wanted to do a good story 
on ANARCHY; a journal of desire 
armed. I had no illusions th2t any 

reporter could do a story uiithout 

distortinq anarchist ide2s, t;1e 

nature of this publication, or r:;;y 
mm cwa'tive invention of living in 

Columbia. I told Kris this, but she 
was determined to have a go at it. 
She was more intelligent th an riost 

reporters I've encounterad, and not 
as cocky and conformist in her sen

sibilities ( like, say, Forrest r.ose ) . 

Despite these plusses and her good 

faith effort the article, which 

appeared in the l'laneater in ear 1 y 
f)ovember, contained a number cf mis
leading statements and misquotes. 
I'll quote the passages from the 

article and comment on them one at 

a time. 

"' Badguy' 1lilo hides his iden
tity from local police through a 
pseudonym •••• " 

Local policeman Dean France 

visited l'laneater editor Lamar Craham 

seeking the identity of the writers 

who had pointed out the unnecessary 

brutality and poor judgement of 
France and other cops in their kil-

Continued on page 9 
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Cooperation is anarchy 
COOPERAT I OP.. I I S  ANARCHY to resu me my i nvest i gat ion of the nature i nvol ved act freely in the i r  own i n -

I n  1 983 at t h e  height o f  m y  in- \ 1 \1 of cooperat ion and what it means for terests wh ich  i nc l ude the m utual  goals  
vol vement as a volunteer worker a t  AN I N T R O O U C T  I ON us to have as our goa l the organ i zat ion toward wh ich  they work, s i nce you 

b J M · of a cooperat ive soc iety (see the CCG cou ldn 't  accurate l y  descr ibe the relat ion our local food co-op , the Columbia Y ason cqu mn 
) t · t th'  of one person who 1· s forced to fo. llow by laws, Art ic le  I • In re u rn i ng  o 1s  

Community Grocer y ,  I wrote the first As som e  newsletter readers may ser ies of art ic les, 1 want to beg i n  by the orders of another person as one of 
three articles (& notes for several remember, I w rote a short art ic le  for br ief l y  expl a i n i n g  the t it le  of the ser ies m utual cooperat ion w i thout do ing  v io-

the CCG Newsletter (that appeared i n  to those w ho don 't i m med iatel y  see the lence to i ts mean i ng. Thus a genu ine ly  
more ) of a projected series on the 

t '  d cooperati' ve soc iety m ust embody a form Vol u m e  I I ,  No. 9) that was meant to be connect ion between coopera ion an 
relation of cooperation to anarchy . the beg i nn i ng of a ser i es of art ic les to anarchy. of anarchy, wh ich  is f i rst of a l l  def i ned 
Th th t • 1 d 1 d run under the t it le  "Cooperation is anar- Cooperat ion i s  usua l l y  def i ned as as a soc i a l  situation in wh ich  author ity ese ' ree ar ic es u Y appea re 

does not exist--i n  wh ich  soc i ety is  no 
tt h chy." Subsequent events d i stracted me a soc i a l  re lat ionsh i p  in wh ich  people  in the CCG NallSle er , and t ere 1 longer d i v i ded i nto ru lers and fo l lowers, from cont i n u i n g  that ser ies at the t i m e, work together toward com mon goa s. 

followed a brief critical dia logue but I have dec i ded that now is the t i m e  T h i s  necessar i l y i mp l i es that t h e  people but rather i n  w h i c h  peopl e  act together 
for several issues which ultimately from Xtra! as equals through the c reation of co-

���������������������������������������� operat i ve i nsti tutions through w h ich they 
degenerated into a call by a flus- can organ i ze and regu late the i r  own 
tered Community Grocery staff member soc i a l  existence. 

A If you understand th is  reason ing  f o r  the partial censorship of m y  r\ LL 'POWt, 0 Lo D R..• 'fI>-rT9 and are not put off by the secondary 
articles from the newsletter I s  " � vr I �  usage of the word "anarchy" as a syno
pa ges . 

We 
exchange 
bel ieve 
for two 

1 ) 
League 

are now reprinting this 
in its ent'lrety since we 

i t  is well worth reprinting 

basic reasons : 

The Columbia Anarchist 

remains committed to the 

struggle to create a genuinely free 

and cooper a t i ve soc iety--and ths 

ori gina l "Cooperation is anarc:iy ' '  

ser i es continues to retain the vali
dity , relevance and significance 
that i t  held with its original 
publica.tion . Moreover , now that 
this journa l is appearing again w e  

have an opportunity to present the 
ideas expressed in these ar ticles 
to an audience over ten times lar ger 
than the CCG NallSletter ever could 
reach . 

2 )  I t  is very instructive to 
look at the reaction generated by 
this series . The original series 
of articles was meant to sho111 how 
radical the idea of creating a 

genuinely cooperative society rea lly 
is . The response to this series 
revea l s  just how far removed from 
such a goal many of those who pre
sume t o  speak in the name of "co
oper a tion" and "the cooperative 
movement" really are . I t  further 
revea l s  the hypocrisy and bankruptcy 
of the narrow visions such people 

ma intain of the possibilities for 

the practice of coopera tion . How 
else can you portray the actions of 
a staff member of an organization 
( whose nomina l goa l has a lways been 

to educate peopl e concerning the 
desirability of organizing our 
society along cooperative l ines ) who 
attempt s  to h inder the pub l ication 
of a series of articles consistent 
with its very goal? Aside from a 
few brief notes I 1 ll let the arti
(::les speak for themselves . 

COOPERAT I ON I S  ANARCHY 
P A R T  TWO 

by Jason Mcqu i nn 

Each of us who works, shops, or 
j ust lo iters i n  the Com m u n ity G rocery 
probably has som e  i dea about what a 
cooperat ive is,  or at least what one 
shou ld  be; but how m any of us ever 
th ink  about what cooperation means, · or 
cou ld  m ean i f  it  was adopted as a pr i 
mary pr inc ip le  of our  soc i a l  organ i za
t ion? 

One of the stated purposes of the 
CC\3 in i ts corporate by laws is  "to edu
cate and prov ide mater ia ls  to educate 
its m e m bers and the general  pub l i c  to 
the va l ue, benefit,  and des i rab i l ity of 
organ i z i n g  our soc iety a long cooperat ive 
l i nes • • • •  " But how many of us have ever 
thought about what the organ i zation of 
our soc iety a long cooperat i ve l i nes wou ld  
rea l l y  enta i l ?  This is the  second of a 
ser ies of art ic les i n  wh ich I 'd l i ke to 
share m y  thoughts and perspect i ves ont 
these quest ions w ith readers of th is  
newsl etter.  As you may have guessed 
from the t it le  of th is  ser i es, I am an 
anarch ist, and wou l d  l i ke to exp la i n .  why 
I see anarch ism as the most natural , 
consistent, and practical  expression of 
the movem ent to create and organ i z e  
a cooperat i ve soc iety. 

Cooperat ion consists of two or 
more people  vo luntar i l y  and consc iously 
work ing  together for both the i r  se l f 
benef it  a s  i n d i v i duals  a n d  or the i r  over-

. a l l  co l l ect ive benef i t  as a group. If we 
consider extend ing  this pr i nc ip le  of 
soc ia l  organ i zation throughout our so
c i ety, reorgan i z ing  our i nd i v i dual  and 
col lective 1.i ves in accordance w ith it ,  
what k i nd of soc iety wou l d  we envis ion? 
Before I answer th is  question,  let 's ru le  
out  three com mon m isconcept ions about 
the l i m its of the poss ib le  app l i cation of 
the cooperat ive pr inc ip le to soci a l  orga
n i zation. 

The f i rst m isconception i nvol ves 
a def i n ite tendency in the cooperat i ve 
movement wh ich  considers the unques
tionable l i m its of its f ie ld  of action to 
be those of the present soc i a l  system .  
Th is  soc i a l  system is  based upon h i er-

A LL 
.SUIS1\I\ ISS 1 0  N 
To 
llUTHO� IT'( 
HUM I LIAIE.S I • 

archical  dom i nation (contro l of the many 
by the few) and com modity-exchange ( i n  
wh ich  every natural  hu man relat ionshi p  . 
is perverted and defor m ed by the i n va
sion of m arket rel at ions; and everyth ing ,  
i nc lud ing our own l i ves, t ime and  ener
g ies, i s  t ransformed i nto a com modity 
to be bought and sold).  This  pure l y  
l i beral  tendency seeks on ly  t o  ame l iorate 
the m assi ve v io lence, m isery,  and d is
content generated by th is  system w i th
out ever confront ing  i ts bas ic  nature. 
There i s  an obv ious contrad iction 
involved i n  found ing  any movement for 
cooperation upon an under l y i ng system 
of dom i nation by coercive h ierarch ies, 
and u pon the human exp lo itat ion i nvol ved 
in an econom y  of com modity-exchange. 
Such a narrow l y  concei ved and t i m i d l y  
defensi ve attempt t o  l essen t h e  i n 
human ity of capital i st i nst itut ions and 
pract i ces i s  doomed to demora l i zat ion 
and fa i l u re s ince i ts basic strategy ca l ls 
for conced ing defeat f i rst (si nce i t  sees 
no real poss ib i l ity of ever creat ing a 
genu ine ly  cooperati ve soci ety), and then 
proceed ing to organ ize  for a long, 
drawn-out and i nev i tabl y  los ing  struggle.  
I n  fact,  i t  real l y  acts to strengthen the 
anti-cooperat i ve p r i nc ip les of our soc iety 
by add i ng a veneer of human ity to them 
wh ich sol id if ies the ir  hold  on us. I t  i s  
l i tt le  wonder then that  most co-ops 
wh ich operate w ith i n  th is  perspecti ve 
for any l ength of t i me end up less co
operati ve than co-opted. 

Secondly ,  there are those who be
lieve that a cooperat i ve soc iety can be 
created on ly  if the power of the state 
and corporations can be "taken over" and 
reformed by the leadersh i p  of a soc i a l 
pol lt ica l  movement devoted t o  con
structing  such a soc i ety. This be l ief is 
dangerous ly  m istaken in at l east two 
ways. ( 1 )  It Is contrad ictory to bel i eve 
that state power ,  wh ich  developed as 
a m eans of enforci n g  d ivisions of c l ass, 
caste, p r i v i l ege and property, can be 
taken over and used to coerc i ve l y  orga
n i z e  and defend i ndependent, cooperati ve 
i nstitutions. (2) It is a l so unrea l i st ic  to 
expect that a movement wh ich  i ncor
porates the anti -cooperati ve pr inc ip le  
of h ierarch ica l  dom i nat ion (necessary for 
i t  to take over state power) in its own 
organ i zation wou l d  be able to do any-

nym for d i sorder (wh ich  i s  not at a l l  
consistent w i th i ts pr i m ary def i n it ion ex
cept as a statement of author itar ian 
prej ud ice agai nst the poss i b i l ity of a 
tree, cooperat i l1e soc i ety) ,  you w i l l  see 
that i n  order to consistently advocate 
the organ i z at ion of a cooperat i ve 
soc i ety, we m ust face and come to 
ter ms w i th the prob l e m  of author ity.  
Th is  i s  necessar i l y  true s i nce no author i 
tar ian  soc i ety ( no soc iety organ i zed upon 
the pr i nc i p l e  of author ity rather than 
that of f ree cooperat ion)  can be more 
than super f i c i a l l y ,  and thus not genu i ne
l y ,  cooperat i ve in  nature. 

I hope that th is  he lps expla i n  why 
as a cooperat i ve anarch ist, I a m  wr it ing  
a ser i es of arti c l es u nder th is  t i t le .  And 
I hope that you w i l l  jo i n  me  i n  explor ing  
the m utual i mp l ications of cooperation 
and anarchy in the com ing  months. I n  
the next i nsta l l m ent I ' l l  take a c l oser 
look at som e  com mon m isconceptions 
about the organ i z ation of a cooperat i ve 
soc iety, and outl i ne the basic i nstitu
tional  structure that such a soc iety 
wou l d  i nvo lve. 

t h i ng but reproduce the same h ierarch i 
c a l  re lat ions i f  i t  ever actuall y  took 
power. Just look at the results of s i xty 
years of so-ca l led "soc i a l i st" and "co m 
m u n i st" reg i m es w h ich have taken power 
w ith the a i m  of creat ing cooperat i ve 
soc iet ies. The resu lts are a l l  too d is
gust ing ly  fam i l iar.  

F i na l l y ,  there Is  a grow ing  m iscon
ception (among pac i f i sts, "new-ageists", 
etc.) that it i s  on ly  poss ib le  to bu i ld a 
cooperati ve soc iety p iecemeal by subst i 
tut ing here and there cooperat i ve re l a
t ions and I nst i tut ions in a peacefu l ad 
non-threaten ing  way. They bel ieve that 
eventua l l y  such a strategy wou l d  resu l t  
i n  t h e  non-v io lent v ictory of cooperat ion 
over h i erarchical  and com mod ity re la
t ionsh i ps. Th is  v iew na ive ly  assu mes 
that these two contrad ictory types of 
re lat ionsh ips are I nterchangeabl e  and i n 
dependent o f  a n y  overa l l  f ramework. 
However ,  i t  i s  no acc i dent that coopera
t ive i nst itutions have such a hard t i m e  
surv iv i ng a s  funct ion ing  cooperati ves i n  a 
capita l ist wor ld.  Cooperati ves are faced 
w ith  a cont i nuous strugg le for ex istence 
as long as they are s ituated in such 
overwhel m ing ly  host i l e  c i rcumstances. 
They are constant l y  under m i ned and 
destab i l i zed by the demands, condit ions, 
and pract ices of capita l ism because a l l  
cap ita l i st i nst i tutions and soc i a l  re l at ions 
are i nterdependent upon one another. 
Together · these re l ations and i nsti tutions 
of capita l ism for m an i ntegrated fabr ic  
i n  wh ich  each re i nforces the pos it ion o.f 
a l l  the others, g i v i ng the system as a 
whole an a l m ost unassa i l ab l e  stab i l ity. 
To gen u i ne ly  change one i nstitution or 
soc i a l  re lat ion of capital i s  to be forced 
to cha l lenge a l l  the others a lso. I n  
these c i rcumstances true cooperati ves 
w i l l  re main  mag ina l  phenomena u n l ess 
they become part of a more general  
movement to com p rehens ive ly  and force
fu l l y  abol ish the i nterdependent web of 
h ierarch ica l  i nstitutions and com mod ity
exchange re lationsh i ps. Such a m ove
m ent wou l d  s i m u ltaneously create i n  
the i r  p l ace a se l f-re i n forc i ng, i nter
dependent f ramework of cooperat i ve 
i nstitutions and l i bertar ian  soc ia l  re la
t ionsh i ps. Th is  more general movement 
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i s  exact l y  w hat anarch ists seek to deve
lop and encourage. 

Thus we return to the or i g i na l  
quest ion of wh ich type of soc iety wou l d  
resu l t  I f  a genera l movement t o  create 
a cooperat i ve or anarch ist wor ld  was 
successfu l .  We have seen that it wou l d  
consist o f  a n  i nterdependent m at r i x  of 
cooperat i ve I nstitut ions and re lat ions, 
and that it cou ld  exist only ia the ab-

COOPERAT I ON I S  ANARCHY 
P A R T  T H R E E  

by Jasori Mcqu i nn 

sence of any h ierarch ica l  i nst itut ions or 
soc i a l  re lat ions of com modity-exhange. 
What i n d i v i dua l  cooperat i ve i nst itut ions 
and relat ions wou l d  make up th is  
matr ix?  I w i l l  name a few of the pos
s ib i  I i t ies. The ter r i tor ia l  organ i zat ion 
of a cooperat i ve soc iety wou ld  consist 
of a nested system of autonomous 
households ( i nc l ud i ng l i v i ng co l l ect i ves, 
hous ing cooperati ves, s ing le-fam i l y  
homes, etc.) federated to form autono
mous b l ock  and street assoc iat ions, 
wllich wou l d  in turn federate to for m 
autonomous ne i ghborhood assoc iat ions. 

vol ved In the CCG, It Is at least for 
now our off ic ia l  and' nom i n a l l y  agre-ed 
purpose. And this to my  m i nd is pre
c ise l y  what sets the CCG above and be
yond the vast m ajor ity of the storefront 

Some people t h i nk consu mer co- cooperati ves that I have seen in opera-

These in the i r  turn wou l d  federate to 
for m autonomous com m u n i t i es (or neigh
borhood federat ions), w h ich wou ld  then 
federate to for m autonomous d i str icts, 
towns, c i t i es, regional federations, etc. 
The econo m i c  organ ization of coopera
t ive product ion wou l d  consist of soc i a l 
i zed,  se l f-managed workp laces federated 
by i ndustry or trade as wel l as ter r i 
tor ia l ly .  A n d  the organ i zation of d i str i 
but ion wou ld  consist of the federation 
of soc i a l i zed consu mer cooperat i ves by 
genera l type of d istr i but ion (food, hard
ware, etc.) and by terr i toria l  un i t .  To 

p lann i ng,  contro l ,  m anagement, and 
operat ion of soc i a l  I nst itut ions. W ithout 
this, and w i thout the abo l i t ion of the 
prof it  moti ve and the wage s l avery 
which accom pan ies it, any v ision of a 
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comp l ete th is schematic p icture, a l l  
other i mag inable soc i a l  needs wou ld  be 
sat isf ied by the organ i zation of free 

_ cooperati ve soc i a l  organ i zations, educa
t ional and sc ient i f i c  soc iet ies, com m unes 
and col lecti ves, etc. Every i nst itut ion 
at every level wou ld  be d i rect l y  contro l 
led  and  se lf-organ i zed by everyone con
cerned. They wou ld  a l l  be open to par
t i c i pation w i thout d iscr i m i nat ion. And 
they wou l d  each be able to deve lop 
according to the i r  own needs and c i r
cumstances w i thout d i rection by the r i g i d  
hand o f  centra l i zed power. 

coo�rat i ve soc iety w i l l  rem a i n  a farce 
and a sha m ,  on l y  funct ion ing to h i de the 
bas ic prob lems of a l ienat ion and 
explo itat ion what c i v i l i zation has been 
founded upon. 

o�rat iv� �oo ld  � l i tt le  more �oo t ioo �ross �e oountry. ---------------------------------------
econom ic ent i t iesj--just cap ita l ist busi- I n  m y  v iew by far the greatest The difference between Communism and capitaliam: 
nesses that can acqu i re cap ita l  by sel l i ng  tool the CCG has for  educat i ng our- Under capitalism it is dog-eat-dog; under Communiam, it is juat the revene. mem��i� i•� � i � i �  �ock.  se l � � � �� l �l � oooo•ni�---------------------------------------Often these peopl e  see cooperat i ves ( i n  the "organ i zation o f  soc iety a long co-
som ewhat refor m - m i nded ter ms) as bus i - operat i ve l i nes" is i ts  very existence as 
nesses that are better able "to serve a soc i a l  process through wh ich  we can 
consu mers" because they offer som e  de- a l l  learn more about the poss i b i l i t ies of 
gree of part i c i pation by the com mun i ty cooperat i ve soc i a l  re lat ionsh i ps and 
i n  the i r  operat ion. And then aga i n ,  organ i zation In actual  pract ice. In th is  
somet i m es they v iew even a s m a l l  de- sense I see the CCG as embody i ng some 
gree of com m un i ty part i c i pation w i th of the  more i m portant organ i z at ional  
suspic ion,  as more of a threat or an in- features that a tru l y  cooperat i ve soc iety 
conven ience than i t  i s  rea l l y  worth. wou l d  possess. These features center 

I bel ieve that a com p letel y d i ffer- on our com m itment to create a genu i ne 1���1�'1 
ent perspect i ve on cooperati ves is  re- process of membersh i p  part i c i pation and r, 
f l eeted by the Col u m b i a  Com m u n i ty contro l through d i rect democ racy, and 
G rocery's statement of purpose as i t  our ant ipathy to the prof it-mot i ve as fJt��r'A:�� 
appears I n  the CCG by laws. Accord ing  a pr inc ip le  of organ i zation and of soc i a l  
t o  t h i s  statement, t h e  pr i mary · purpose relat ionsh i ps. (Th is  second feature Is  
of the CCG Is not econo m i c  at a l l .  I t  exempl i f ied b y  t h e  C C G  motto ''food for 
is "to educate and prov ide the mater- people,  not for prof i t.") For, as an 
ia ls to educate its members and the anarch ist (that is,  as a person who is  l��t����F��jf����'$!J 
general  pub l ic  to the value, benef i t  and above a l l  i nterested in he lp ing to create � 
des i rab i l i ty of ( 1 )  organ i z ing  our soc iety our i nd iv idual  and col lect ive abi l i ty to 
a long cooperat i ve l i nes and (2) grow i ng,  l i ve and control our own l i ves), I be l ieve 
d istr i but i ng, and eat ing  nutr i t ious foods that a tru ly  cooperat ive soc iety is  i m -
grown i n  harmony w ith nature." A l - poss ib le  w ithout the genu i ne ly  consc ious c �;ug�w��= ��::::�y fou r��se 

e��r����ouf�� �n�or�i;e�� :e��l� i��t i��I ::ase�he
0f 
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Note : I bel ieve Al was ( and pre
sumably he still i s ) a phi losophy 
graduate student and T . A .  This may 
partly account for the quasi-logical 
approach of his article . UMC is not 
exactly famed for its philosophy 
department . 

IF C O OPE R ATIO N IS ANARCHY. THEN � PEA NUT 
BUTTER OIL-FREE? 

by Al Messner 

I ' m  responding  to the f i rst of two 
arti c l es w r i tten by Jason Mcqu inn ,  ent i -
t led "Coo�ration is  anarchy." They • 
appeared i n  the Ju l y  1 st and Ju ly  22nd 
issues of the CCG Newsletter. 

As you may have sur m i sed from 
the t it le,  I ' m  rather skept ica l  of 
Mcquinn 's  c la i m that cooperat ion and 
anarchy are equ iva lent. Before proceed
ing  to my cr it ica l  re marks, however, I 
want to establ ish what we share i n  com 
mon. L i ke m any o f  you i n  our co-op, 
I am ph i l osoph ica l l y  com m itted to 
work ing  towards a more cooperat i ve 
soci ety. I a lso percei ve our co-op here 
in Col u mbia  as an oasis in the desert 
of the dom i nant system of cap i ta l ism . 

In h i s  f i rst art ic le, Mcqu inn  pre
su mably  tr ies to j ust i fy  his controversi a l  
t i t l e  "Cooperat ion i s  anarchy." U nfor
tunate l y  Mcqu i nn cava l ier ly  and na ive ly  
takes for  granted what he shou l d  not: 
that l i ke h i m se l f ,  we shou ld  have no 
trouble in see i ng the connection between 
cooperat ion and anarchy-- i f  not i m me
d iatel y  then mere l y  requ i r i ng a brief 
expl anat ion. " ... I want to begi n  by 
briefly expl a in ing  the t i t le  of the ser ies 
to those who don 't  immediately see the 
connect ion between cooperation and 
anarchy" (my emphases). However, not 
on l y  do I not see the connect ion Imme
diately, I don 't  see it upon considerab le  
ref lect ion. I f  fact, I bel ieve cooperat ion 
and anarchy are essent i a l l y  i ncompat ib le.  
Nonethe less, I cou l d  be wrong. But to 
convi nce me (and no doubt others at the 
co-op) otherw ise, doesn ' t  it seem reason
able to expect Mcqu i n n  to have spent 
most of his t i m e  in t ry i ng to exp l a i n  
such a connect ion,  rather than try ing  
to get by w ith a br ief explanat ion? 

Be that as i t  may,  let's proceed 
to Mcqu i nn ' s  br ief  argu ments anyway. 
He f i rst def i nes cooperat ion as "a soc i a l  
re lat ionsh i p  i n  w h ich people  work 
together, towards com mon goa ls." That 
seems l i ke an okay def i n it ion. He then 
goes on to e laborate the mean ing  of 
"cooperation" as ( r i ght l y ,  I th ink)  i m 
p l y i ng that "peopl e  i nvol ved act freely 
i n  the i r  own i nterests wh ich  Inc lude the 
m utual  goal s  toward wh ich they work , 
s i nce you cou ldn 't  accurately  desc r i be 
the re lat ion of one person who is forced 
to fol low the orders of another person 
as one of m utual cooperation w i thout 
doi ng v io lence to i ts mean i ng" 
( M cqu i nn 's emphases). Aga i n  I have no 
qu ibb le  w i th h i m .  

I t  is  the next sentence, however, 
that stretches m y  log ical  c redu l ity (at 
least i n i t i a l l y). It begi ns w ith a "thus" 
and is apparent ly  supposed to fo l l ow 
from w hat he has j ust sa id  above: "Thus 
( m y  emphas is) a genu i ne l y  cooperat ive 
soc iety m ust embody a for m of anarchy,  
wh ich  i s  f i rst of a l l  def i ned as a soc i a l  
s ituat ion i n  w h ich author ity does not 
exist, in wh ich  soc i ety is no longer 
d i v i ded i nto ru lers and fol lowers, but 
rather in which people  act together as 
equals through the creat ion of coopera
t i ve i nst itut ions through w h ich they can 
organ i ze and regu l ate the i r  own soc i a l  
existence." G rant i n g  my concept ion of 
author ity,  however ,  th is sentence does 
not fol low at a l l  f rom the previous one. 

Puz z l i ng over why he thought that 
anarchy i s  a logical  req u i rement for co
operat ion,  I reasoned that he m ust have 
in m i nd someth i ng l i ke the fol low i ng 
l i m i ted and negat i ve concept ion of 
"author ity" :  rough l y  "any re l at ionsh i p  be
tween two or more people,  in wh ich  
som e  of them force the others to  do 
t h i ngs agai nst the i r  w i l l ." Now adm it
ted l y ,  Mcqu inn  nowhere com es out and 
d i rect l y  says th is, but i t  seems an i m 
p l i c i t  and unquest ioned assu mption. For 
one th i ng ,  if we accept this def i n i t ion 
of "author i ty" we w i l l  then have l i tt le 
troub le conc l ud i n g  that gen u i ne coopera
tion m ust exc l ude "author i ty." That m y  
i n terpretat ion o f  Mcqu i n n 's concept ion 
of "author i ty" is  probabl y  not far off 
the mark is,  I be l ieve, strengthened by 
var ious equ iva lences and oppos it ions he 
uses in h i s  argu ments. For example,  he 
c l ear ly  equates "authority" w ith "author i 
tar ian" :  he says author itar ian  soc iet ies 

are based on the pr inc ip le  of author i ty.  
And at another p l ace he i mpl ies that 
author ity  is  based on compu lsion, where
as anarchy i s  based on f reedom f rom 
compu lsion. 

Assu m i ng that I 've correct ly  i nter
preted Mcqu inn 's  concept ion of "author !
ty," i t  i s  easy to see why Mcquinn sees 
the equat ion between cooperation and 
anarchy. However, I don 't  think that 
most of us here at the co-op wou l d  sub
scr ibe to such a s i m pl e  b l ack-and-wh i te 
analysis of "author i ty" and "cooperat ion." 

A more f ru i tfu l and rea l ist ic  way 
of conceptual i z ing "author ity" is to per
ceive it as a " m u l t i l lth ic" concept, 
s i m i l ar to the concepts of "freedom" and 
"just ice" rather than as a monol i th ic  
concept, hav ing on l y  one mean i ng. 
There are obv iously a number of d i f
ferent not ions of "freedom" and "just ice" 
I n  Amer ica. C lear ly ,  i t  wou l d  be hasty 
to concl ude that j ust because we don 't  
l i ke the dom i nant concept ions, that 
therefore "f reedom" and "j ust ice" are 
bad and we'd be bette.r off w i thout 
them.  Yet, analogously,  this is  j ust 
what Mcqu i nn has done w ith  the concept 
of "author ity." Metaphor ica l l y ,  he has 
"thrown the baby out w i th the bath
water." I nstead of look ing on ly  for the 
negat i ve aspects, one can more mean i ng
fu l l y  i nqu i re i nto var ious senses of 
"author ity" and further ask which are 
or are not com pat ib le  w i th the spi r i t  
of cooperation. 

Offhand, I can think of at least 
three d i fferent k i nds of "author i ty": ( 1 )  
the author ity of i nd iv idua ls, (2) the 
author ity  of com m una l  or cu l tural  val ues 
and ru les, and (3) the author ity  of a 
group of leaders or of "government." 
And these k inds in turn can be interpre
ted in var ious negat i ve and pos i t ive 
ways. 

Let 's f i rst consider the author ity  
of part icu l ar i nd iv iduals  "over" others. 
Concei ved negatively, I can th ink  of 
people  (parents, teachers, employers, 
<>ff ic ia ls) who are, as we say, in certa i n  
pos i t ions o f  author i ty--whose ru les, pol i 
c ies, o r  act ions w e  m ay resent. Why? 
I can think of a var iety of reasons: ( 1 )  
they represent and/or support a va lue  
system we m ay abhor; (2)  they fa i l to 
pract ice what they preach,  app l y i ng a 
doub le  standard; and (3) we consi der 
what they teach us as re lat ive ly  tr i v i a l ,  
o r  i rre levant, j udged f rom o u r  own 

pr ior ity of values. Look i ng for more 
positive examples of "author ity," I can 
th i nk of people we respect even though 
they may or may not hold any off i c i a l  
pos i t ion of author ity  ( o r  m a y  even be 
in trouble w i th them). In short th is  is 
the author ity  of sk i l l  and competence 
of so-ca l l ed "natura l "  leaders, who "com
mand" respect not i n  v i rtue of the i r  
pos it ion or threat of force, but i n  v i rtue 
of certa i n  abi l i t ies or of the k ind of l i fe 
they lead. This inc l udes som e  doctors, 
dentists, professors (and more relevant 
to our concerns) peopl e  who see m to 
have considerable i ns i ght, theoret ical  
and/or pract ica l ,  i nto hu man existence: 
th i nk  of " leaders" l i ke Marx and Gandh i .  
Consider i ng Mcqu inn 's  presu med i ntent 
of wr i t i ng the two art ic les, i t  Is  reason
able to deduce that he too bel ieves i n  
this k i nd o f  author ity.  That i s ,  h e  pre
sumably bel ieves in the author ity of h i s  
ins ight I nto soc ia l  prob lems and  that he  
may be  ab le  to  he lp  lead us to  h i s  anar
ch istic utop ia. 

But what shou l d  we m ake of th is . 
i nconsistency j ust uncovered? Is i t  pos
s ib le  Mcqu inn  had not considered this 
sense of "author i ty?" Or perhaps what 
he really m eans is  that until we get to 
his anarchi5tic utopia,  we need the 
author ity  of people  l i ke Marx and h i m 
se l f ,  but once w e  get there, everyone 
becom es equal  in author ity? !  If so, then 
he is  certa i n l y  not saying what he 
m eans. 

Second ly ,  what about the com mon 
goa ls  and ru les of a soc iety? Shou l d  
they never have a n y  author ity over i ts 
i nd iv idua ls  for the sake of ensur ing co
operat ion? Adm itted ly ,  in our own com 
p lex soc iety w e  d o  not col l ectively and 
cooperat i ve ly  choose our soc i a l  objec
t i v� and ru les. But j ust because many 
(or most) of the values and ru les i n  our 
country confront some of us ( l i ke 
Mcqu i nn and myse l f )  as oppressi ve and 
dehuman i z i ng does not enta i l  that all 
ru les or constrai nts are bad. Is there 
not a b i g  d i fference between being sub
jected to goa ls  and ru les over w h ich we 
had no say in develop i ng and wou ld  not 
have agreed to had we been in the pos i
t ion of dec i d i ng our "soc i a l  contract"
-and soc i a l  goa ls  we cou l d  co m m it our
se l ves to i f  we had our druthers? Sup
pose we cooperat ive ly  dec i de on com mon 

Conti nued on next page 
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Cooperation • 

IS anarchy 
goa ls on some remote is land--does i t  
fol l ow from t h i s  that o u r  new goa ls and 
ru les have no "author i ty" on i ts mem
bers? Idea l l y  such an arrangement 
wou ld  m i n i m i ze the conf l ict between the 
needs of i nd iv iduals and soc iety. Yet, 
such se l f - i m posed goa ls/ru les wou ld  st i l l  
requ i re u s  to subord i nate our own i nd i v i 
d u a l  i mpu lses o r  desi res t o  the com mon 
good. Th is i s  not far-fetched, s i nce 
Marx h i mse l f  ant i c i pates the I ike l i hood 
of backsl i d i ng i nto o ld  cap i ta l i st ic  ways 
of t h i n k i ng and hab i tual  patterns. (The 
tendency by succeed i ng generations to 
both take for granted and cha l lenge the 
estab l i shed way of l i fe and the need to 
i n i t iate Its young members I w i l l . on l y  
mention i n  pass i ng.) 

However, if we take Mcqu inn 's  
pr inc ip le  of anarchy ser iously and fo l low 
it through to its logical  conc l usion i t  
wou ld  sooner o r  l ater lead t o  "anarchy" 
in the trad i t ional sense. That is,  i f  
Mcqu inn  consistent ly  st icks to h is i dea 
there shou ld  be no recogn i zed author ity 
over I nd iv iduals,  then any anarch ist 
member cou l d  break the very ru les to 
wh ich  he h i mse l f  agreed (because of 
backs l i d i ng, for example), not to mention 
succeed ing generat ions who m ade no 
such agreements. I f  everyone l i tera l l y  

"d i d  tl)e i r  own th i ng" w i thout respect ing 
the r i ghts of others (as i s  so pervas ive 
now) ,  i t  wou ld  i ndeed destroy any sp i r i t  
o f  cooperat ion there was t o  beg i n  w ith.  
For cooperation i s  not poss ib le  lll( ithout 
com m itt i ng onese l f  to goa ls and ru les 
whose author ity  we accept as b i nd i ng 
on us. (Space considerat ions have pre
vented me from tak ing  up the th i rd 
sense of "author ity" I had mentioned. 
I hope to do so at a l ater t i me.) 

In concl usion, I th i nk  I ' ve shown 
that Mcqu l nn ' s  concept of "author i ty" 
is  bankrupt, a lbeit  a l low i ng h i m  to 
logica l l y equate cooperation w ith 
anarchy. Instead I argued that a 
broader concept ion of "author i ty"  leads 
to the concl u$fon that there are pos i t ive 
senses of author ity wh ich  are not on l y  
com pat i b l e, but ind ispenslble,  to pro
mot i ng cooperation. I a lso observed 
that Mcqu i nn h i mse l f  w h i l e  exp l ic it ly  
deny i ng the need for  author ity,  i m p l i 
c i t l y  re l ies o n  i t  . to get fol lowers to h i s  
ca m p  o f  anarch i sts. And, f i na l l y , I 
tr ied to argue by reduct io  ad absurdu m 
that i f  we took Mcqu i nn 's pr inc ip le  of 
anarchy (absence of any author i ty what
ever ) to i ts logica l concl us ion,  it wou ld  
have as  one of i ts major consequences 
the very sense of "anarchy" most of us 

assoc i ate w i th that ter m --and be i n i m i 
cal  to the goa l o f  cooperation. I con
c l uded that in the sp i r i t  of cooperat ion 
we m ust be w i l l i ng to subordi nate our  
tendency towards backs l i d i ng ,  or  of  
g i v i ng i n  to se l f ish  des i res w h ich  con
f l ict w i th the wel fare of the com m u n i ty 
as a whole. 

· 

AM ANARCH I ST RESPOMSE 
by Ja i Noa 

S i nce A l  descr ibes anarchy as a 
state where everyone "d id  the i r  own 
th i ng w ithout respect i n g  the r i ghts of 
others," it Is  easy to see why he c l a i ms 
anarchy is I ncompat ib le  w ith coopera
t ion. · However , h is not ion,  wh ich  ex
presses a com mon fa lse stereotype of 
anarchy, has noth ing  to do w ith the 
actual  theory and practice of com m u n i 
tar ian  anarch ist i deas. I t  wou l d  have 
been more honest for A l  to say :  " I  
don ' t  know what anarchy i s ,  b u t  t h i s  is  
the u n i nfor med pn�jud ice I have about 
i t ."  It wou l d  have been even better i f ,  
i nstead o f  m isrepresent i n g  Mcqu i nn ' s  
I deas, he  had  s i m p l y  asked the  quest ions 
that he had, and g i ven Jason the oppor
tun i ty to exp la i n.  

Note : Allen was a r e l a t i ve l y  new staff membe r  

at the Columb ia Communi t y  G r o c e r y  when this 
I,> 

TOWARDS A DEF I N I T I ON OF COOPERAT I ON 
was written . I le toa s hired to keep the cor -

poration 1 s book s .  He a l so styles himse l f  a s  

something o f  an " e xper t "  on 1 1the coope r a t i ve 

movement . "  He has written · Carmulity and 

Cooperation : An Historical Outline of Cultural 

Imovatim in lllestem Civilizatim , a highly 

i d ios yncra tic e i ght-page s tudy no table for the 
almo s t  complete absence o f  any ment ion of 
r a dical cooper a t i ve and communitarian t r a d i 

ti ons i n  its pages . This publ ication i s  

av ai lable free a t  t�e CCG � 

l 

by A l len Butcher 

This art ic le  I s  I nsp i red by the re
cent ser i es of art ic les t i t led "Coopera
t ion  is  anarchy." I f i rst wou ld  l i ke to 
expl a i n  why I persona l l y  d i sagree w ith 
equat i ng cooperat ion  and anarchy, then 
fol low w ith a few genera l def i n i t i ons of 
what we may be about in bu i ld i ng co
operat ion.  My effort to def i ne coopera
t ion  com es from m y  d i spos it ion  toward 
v iew i ng cooperat i ves as being part of a 
"movement" or ,  perhaps more i n  vogue 
these days, a "cu ltura l  transfor mat ion."  
I persona l l y  avo id  us ing the ter m "revo� 
lut ion" for m uch  the sa me reason that I 
shy away from usi ng the ter m "anarchy" 
--these ter ms  rea l l y  don 't  convey the 
k i nd of mean ing that I feel wou l d  be 
most construct i ve. 

A l though in one sense we may 
equate anarchy and cooperat ion-- l n  that 
the two concepts genera l l y  do uphold 
the v i rtue of i nd i v idual  autonom y --the 
issue of author ity,  as A l  - Messner in h is 
recent art ic le  exp la i ns, provides a bas is  
for  d i fferent iat i ng between the  two 
ter ms. The · issue of author i ty actua l l y 
presents a spectru m of pol i t ical  doc
t r i ne, the two extreme and oppos i ng 
ends be ing  def i ned by the concepts of 
anarchy and tota l itar ian i sm.  
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When we anarch ists oppose the 
exerc ise of author ity ,  we are oppos i ng 
the exerc i se of "the power to requ i re 
and receive sub m iss ion." Our prec ise 
def i n i t ion is der i ved from our anal yses 
of human psychology and h i story, and 
i s  su i tab le  to the context to wh ich we 
refer. Other def i n i t ions of author i ty 
may be reasonable i n  other contexts, but 
they are I r re levant to the theme of 
"Cooperat ion is anarchy." The pr i m ary 
poi n t  of that essay is  that if hab i ts of 
cooperat ion  were extended to a l l  areas 
of everyday l i fe, the resu l t  wou l d  be a 
soc iety of non-h ierarch ica l ,  f ree ly
organ i zed com m u n i t i es. And th is  I s  the 
same th i ng we have in m i nd when · we 
ca l l  for the creat ion of anarchy. 

I hope this m akes c learer why we 
take pr ide i n  the CCG as a part i a l  
movement toward o ur  pract ica l  des i res 
for the future. I t h i n k  the newsletter 
shou l d  re m a i n  a for u m  where we can 
open l y  d i scuss our d i fferences, and cha l
lenge one another to del ve more deepl y  
I n to the i mp l icat ions of o u r  act i v i ty.  
But even more cruc i a l  to th is  ref lect i ve 
utop ian project is openness to personal 
vu l nerab i l i ty ,  a lot of l ov i ng,  and the 
f reedom to be foo lhardy w hen our 
pass ion mocks rea l ity !  

Tired of the same old shit day 
after day? 

Frustrated by the impotence of 
your desires in an alien world of things 
and their prices? 

Want to get out of your rut, and 
experience something genuinely new and 
different? 

D I SARM AU T HO R I T Y  
A R M  _YO U R  D E S I R E S  

Cooperat ion,  however, occupies m uch 
more of a m i dd le  ground respect i ve 
to the concept of autho r i ty I n  po l i t ica l  
doct r i ne. The ter m cooperation i m p l ies 
" m utual  i nd iv idua l  adj ustment to har mo
n i ous funct ion i ng," whereas anarchy 
i mp l ies "abso l ute Ind iv idua l  l i berty ." 
Now, an i nd i v idual  may - exerc ise one's 
l i berty in jo i n i ng i nto a cooperat i ve 
re l at ionsh ip ,  and may consider that co
operat i ve re lat ionsh ip  to be anarch i st ,  
but as  soon as the i n d i v idual  concedes 
to any issue wh ich  comprom ises one's 
own l iberty for the goa ls or concerns of 
the group as a whole,  then i t  is  ent i re ly  
incorrect for  that person to  speak of  
the i r  cooperat i ve re l at ionsh i p  as  be ing  
anarch ist. I n  genera l ,  to  equate anarchy 
and cooperat ion Is  to be na ive about the 
rea l mean i ngs of the two ter ms. Upon 
consideration of moti ves, the effort to 
equate two d i f ferent concepts such as 
cooperat ion and anarchy may be an 
attempt to g ive credence to a part icu
lar  theory by equat i ng i t  w i th som eth i ng 
e lse wh ich may be m uch more h i g h l y  
regarded. 

system of governance w i t h i n  the group 
or com m un i ty w h ich m ust attempt to 
f i nd the med ian  poi nt between i nd i v idual  
and co l lect i ve needs. Var ious processes 
exist for accomp l ish i ng th is, i nc l ud i ng 
part ic i patory systems  of sett i ng com mon 
goa ls, object i ves and m ethods, and con
sensus procedure in conf l ict reso l ut ion.  
It  is the effort or strugg le toward def i n
i ng  and atta i n ing  our goa ls  wh ich  resu lts 
i n  the creat ion of a cooperat i ve 
com m un ity.  

autonomous, cooperat ive ly  
organ i zed com m u n ity 
groups, w i th reg ional  and 
nat i ona l  coord i nat ion. 
Social Ecology: 
"Soc i a l  ecol ogy is an act i 
v i ty  w h ich seeks t o  har
mon i z e  human soc iet ies 
w i t h i n  them se l ves and w ith 
nature. · I t  goes beyond any 
other ph i losophy ,  i nc l ud i ng 
anarc h i s m ,  i n  cons ider i n g  
t h e  i ntr icate re l at i onsh ips 
among a l l  l i v i ng and non-' 
l i v i ng natural for ms." (From 
the I nst i tute for Soc i a l  
Eco logy, POB 89, P l a i nf ie ld ,  
VT 05667) 

Read about and study anarchist 
ideas--news, history, theory--put them 
into practice.... And don' t forget to 
subscribe to: 

_ � J..T A J;)rz:rt7 • joura.l of 
� JLr.L& �-.l .i, DlSIRE ARMED 

Only $3.00 for six issues. 

The contrad ictory nature of i n d i v i 
dua l  and group w i l l s o r  needs i s  the 
paradox of governance. The effort to 
reconc i le  these d i f ferences is w hat I 
t h i n k  of as the art  of cooperat ion.  As 
D. H. Lawrence wrote, "There m ust be 
brother l y  love, a wholeness of human i ty.  
But there m ust a l so be pure,  separate 
I n d i v idua l i ty ,  separate and proud." At 
certa i n  poi nts the i nd i v idual  and the 
group are i nter loc k i ng ,  yet both m ust 
be suf f i c ient l y  autonomous to res ist sub
m ergence of one by the other. I t  is  the 

In c los i ng, I wou ld  i ke to present 
th ree s l i ght l y  d i ffer i ng m ethods of de
f i n i ng a cooperat i ve soc iety: trusteesh i p  
or soc i a l  serv ice foundat ion,  the co
operat i ve com monwea l th,  and soc i a l  
eco logy. 
Trusteeshi p-social  service foundation: 
A l l  soc i a l ,  po l i t ica l  and econo m i c  act i v i 
t ies are contro l led by those affected, 
and m anaged for the hea lth and welfare 
of the soc iety, as wel l as of the i nd i v i 
dua l .  
Cooperati ve com monwealth: 
Ent ire econom ic structure compr ised of 

Cont i nued on next page 
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COOPERAT I ON I S  H I ERARCHY? 
by Jason Mcqu i nn 

I was de l i ghted to see that my  
sma l l  ser i es of three educat ional  art i c l es 
ent i t l ed "Cooperat ion is anarchy" i nsp i red 
both Al Messner and A l len  Butcher to 
present som e  of the i r  own thoughts on 
the def i n i t ion  and soc io-po l i t ica l  i mp l ica
t ions of cooperat ion in the last two 
i ssues of this newsletter. O r i g i na l l y  I 
d idn ' t  i ntend to rep l y  d i rect l y  to A l  
Messner 's art ic le  c r i t i c i z i ng m y  pos i t ions 
s i nce it unfortunatel y  m issed my bas ic  
poi nt and focussed i nstead on a tan
genta l c r i t i c i sm of m y  use of the word 
"author i ty." However, s i nce A l len 
Butc her a lso w rote a c r i t ica l  p iece in  
the fol low ing  newsletter, and s i nce both 
essays do raise quest ions that need to 
be c l a r i f i ed to avo id  s i m i la r  confusions, 
I have decided to speak to both of th e i r  
art ic les here. I n  add i t ion,  s i nce they 
both deny that cooperat ion I s  a for m 
of anarchy, and s i nce h i erarchy ( i .e. the 
power or  ru le  of som e  peopl e  over 
others) is  the opposi te of anarchy ( i .e. 
the absence of ru l ers) in mean i ng,  I am 
usi ng the i ron ic t i t l e  "Cooperation is 
h ierarchy?" 

Al Messner argues in the Sept. 
1 6th newsletter that my use of the word 
"author i ty" to denote the re lat ionsh i p  
o f  "ru lers t o  fo l lowers" Is  too narrow, 
and that th is  use som ehow i nva l i dates 
my equation of cooperat ive re lat ionsh i ps 
w i th those of an anarch ist com m u n i ty. 
However, a carefu l read i n g  of my 
or i g i na l  statements· w i l l  revea l that the 

POL I T I CS I M  OUR GRA I NS AND BEANS 
by Al l en Butcher 

There are aspects of cooperati ve 
theory and i:-ract ice that appea l to many 
d i fferent sectors of soc iety and of the 
pol it ica l  spectr u m .  Th is  Is  

·
good, be

cause there is  a need to f i nd a com mon 
ground upon wh ich  a l l  people can u n i te 
the i r  energ ies for mutual  a id  and advan
tage. In fact,  this "co m m on ground" i s . 
the theme most often expressed by many 
cooperat i ve leaders, and represents the 
theory beh i nd the adoption of the ra in
bow f lag and sym bo l  as  the l ogo of the 
cooperat i ve movement wor ldw ide,  and 
spec i f ica l l y  of the I nternat ional  Coopera
t i ve A l l iance. 

The bas ic  idea l  of cooperat ion i s  
com mon t o  every aspect of modern 
soc iety (and even has a p l ace in capi ta l 
i st theory, but  that  i s  the  subject for 
another art ic le). As Sue Gardner, of 
the P laza  Co-op in Sc.n D iego wrote i n  
Jam Today, Dec. 1 979: "There i s  a 
def i n ite connect ion between the coopera
t i ve i dea l and the re l ig ious ph i losophy of 
u n i versa l brotherhood expressed by ' love 
your ne ighbor as you rse l f . ' "  In fact,  
th is  idea l transcends the d i v isions be
tween both re l i g ious sects and pol i t ica l  
part ies. Dr. Jame Peter Warbasse, 
founder of the Cooperat i ve League of 
the U .S.A., expresses the pract ical s ide 
of pol it ica l  neutra l i ty  I n  th i s  excerpt 
f rom Cooperative Peace: 

Pol i t ica l  systems expressed i n  
gover n ments can proper l y  approve of 
cooperation. Pol i t ica l  part ies w r ite 
endorsement of cooperation I nto the i r  
p latfor ms for t h e  purpose of w i nn i ng 
support of members of cooperat i ve 
soc iet ies. Th is  com m its the pol i t ica l  
reg i m e  to  approve of the cooperat i ve 
idea. I n  a country w here coopera
t i ves observe pol i t ica l  neutra l i ty  and 
endorse no pol i t ica l  party , a l l  pol i t i 
ca l  part ies endorse cooperat ion;  
w hereas in  countr ies where the co
operat i ve movement endorses one 
pol it ica l  party, on ly  one pol i t ica l  
party endorses cooperation. 

Sue Gardner goes on to say,  and 
agree, that "we can not , as a move
m ent,  a l low ourse l ves to becom e  c losel y  
assoc iated w i th o n e  part icu lar pol i t ica l  
party (or  re l i g ious denom i nation) or we 
w i l l  end up being a l ienated from op
pos ing  groups." 

This  is my concern about the 
recent spate of newsletter art i c l es re la
t i ng cooperat i ve theory to anarch ist 
theory. However true i t  m ay be that 
anarch ist and cooperat i ve theor ies are 
compat i b le,  we m ust guard agai nst the 
CCG becom i ng c l ose l y  i dent i f ied w i th 
t,he anarch i_s� movement. 
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concept of author i ty i s  actua l l y  on l y  
per i phera l t o  m y  argu ment,  a n d  that th is  
word cou ld  have been del eted ent i re l y  
a n d  repl aced w i th t h e  words "h ierarch i 
ca l re l at ionsh ips" w i thout i n  any  way 
chang ing  m y  poi nt.  And even if m y  
argu m ent had depended upon a concept 
of author i ty ,  it obv iously proves noth ing  
when a person subst i tutes another def i n i 
t ion for that ter m and then com p l a i ns 
that h i s  new i n terpretation of the argu
m ent no longer makes sense ! If th i s  
were a l l  i t  took to  produce a log ica l  
d i sproof,  our ph i losopher f r iends wou ld  
have no troub l e  d i sprov ing  everyth i ng 
u nder the sun. I f  I te l l  som eone that 
(for example)  the U k ra i n ian  peopl e  are 
ensl aved by the author i ty of an auto
crat ic  Sov iet state, most peopl e  w i l l  
have n o  prob lem u nderstanding the spe
c i f ic m ea n i ng of "author i ty" that I have 
in m i nd. Obv iously it i s  i ntended in the 
spec i f i c  sense of the pol i t ica l  author i ty  
to  com m and obedience. I f  som eone e l se 
then com p l a i ns that by another "more 
pos i t i ve" sense of the word (say, the 
"author ity" of "peopl e  we respect ," or of 
the "sk i l l  and com petence of • • •  ' natura l '  
leaders") th i s  statement makes n o  sense 
and that therefore the Ukra in ian peopl e  
aren ' t  ensl aved a t  a l l ,  o n e  c a n  o n l y  
wonder a t  t h e  lapse of l o g i c  i nvol ved. 
Th i s  is ana logous to w hat Al M essner 
has done w ith my or i g i n a l  art i c l e. 

A l len  Butcher makes a s i m i lar  
semant ic m istake i n  h is art ic le  "Towards 
a def i n i t ion of cooperation." Here, 
rather than _usi ng the word "anarch ist" 
in the sense in wh ith  I used i t  in my 
or i gi na l  art ic le  (for one who opposes a l l  

W e  rea l l y  d o  not k now how m uch 
our  m e mbersh ip  may or may not appre
c i ate the i r  cooperat i ve newsletter bei ng 
used as a veh ic le  for the promot ing of 
anarch ist theory. Thus, I propose that 
we i nst i tute a newsletter pol icy that i f  
any part icu lar pol i t ica l  theory i s  pro
pounded in the pages of our per i od ical  
tw ice, i t  shou l d  not appear aga i n  unt i l  
a n  equa l  n u m ber o f  art i c l es are run 
f rom the poi nt  of v iew of one or more 
other ph i losoph ies, theor i es, or pol i t ica l  
bases. 

Perhaps we shou ld  dec l are that the 
CCG w i l l  devote a certa i n  amount of 
its newsletter resources spec i f i ca l l y  for 
pol i t i ca l  d i scuss ions. This may or may 
not be a bad idea,  as pol i t ics i s  certa i n 
l y  a m ajor concern t o  m a n y  peop le.  
th is  may actua l l y  he lp i ncrease i n terest 
in ou r newsletter, and by assoc iat ion,  
ou r cooperat i ve, as  we becom e  known 
for the h i gh qua l i ty of the debates 
rag i n g  i n  the pages of our com m un ica
tion organ. Pol i t ica l  debates m ay indeed 
be an effect i ve avenue for outreach to 
certa i n  seg ments of our u n i versity-town 
popu lat ion.  Part icu l ar l y  com ing i nto an 
e l ect ion year,  pol i t ics may be a hot 
i te m !  Perhaps Jason, A l ,  I and others 
can work together to br ing  our pol i t ica l  
c i scussions (and how about re l i g ious d i s
cuss ions?) i nto a l argeF aud ience, and 
thereby more d i rect l y  benef i t  our co
operat ive by assoc iat ing  our name w ith 
open ,  i nfor mat i ve, respectfu l debate. 

At this point the dialogue returned 
to silenc e .  I was so nauseated by 

.1\l len ' s two-faced call for censor 

shi p  on the one hand , and "open , 

informative respectful debaten on 

the other that I never could bring 

myse l f  to reply to it . After a l l , 
since "we really do not kno�i how 

much the CCG membership may or may 

not appreciate" discussions con
cerning cooperation in " their" co
opera t i ve newsletter , maybe we 

should have restricted our articles 

to less controvers i a l  themes like 

"New product s , " "CCG financial 

reports" and supporting "Dur man in 

Washington . "  That way we wouldn 1 t 
have threa tened the fragile ideolo
gies whose l ip-service comm itment to 

cooperation can ' t  withstand the 

s l i ghtest criticism without 

demanding the censorship of radical 

opinion . 

h i erarch ica l  or compu l sory rel ationsh ips) ,  
he naively subst i tutes h i s  own i d iosyn
cratic m ean i ng accord i ng to w h ich ,  from 
his poi nt of v iew, an anarch i st can 
never "concede to any i ssue which com 
prom i ses (her o r  h i s) own l i berty for the 
goa ls  or concerns of the group as a 
whole," w i thout ceasi ng to re m a i n  i n  
an anarch i st re lat ionsh ip.  Th is  state
ment i s  qu i te a m b i guous in mea n i ng as 
it stands in h i s  art ic le  and can have 
e i ther one of two basic m ean i ngs. E i ther 
he m eans that the concession "to any 
issue w h ich compro m i ses (an anarch ist's) 
own l i berty • • •  " i s  a freely agreed to con
cession,  in which case i t  is  obv ious ly  
both an anarch ist and a cooperat ive 
re lat ionsh i p  even accord ing  to A l l en 's  
own pr ior  def i n i t ions; or he I ntends to 
say that it is a compulsory concess ion,  
i n  wh ich case I t  i s  equa l l y  obv ious ly  
ne ither an anarch ist, nor  a free l y  co
operat i ve re lat ionsh ip.  

There i s  a th i rd poss ib le  sense that 
he may be try ing  to express, but i t  is 
rea l l y  j ust a combi nation of the f i rst 
two poss ib i l i t ies. I n  th is  th i rd case, he 
cou ld  m ean that the concess ion i nvol ves 
both e lements of f ree choice and e le
m ents of com pu l sion.  And th i s  i s  i ndeed 
the way most pol i t ica l  re lat ionsh ips i n  
the rea l wor l d  funct ion !  However, th is  
wou ldn ' t  change the outco m e  of h is  
argu ment at  a l l  s i nce i f  the concession 
i s  predom i nant l y  f ree l y  agreed to, then 
i t  rem a i ns both predom i nant l y  anarch ist 
and cooperat i ve. On the other haild, 
if it i s  predom i nant l y  compu lsory, then 
i t  rem a i ns ne i ther anarch ist ic nor co
operat i ve. And if it i s  som ehow "ha l f  

THE BADG U Y  REPORT cont. 

MANEATER MESSES UP 
l i ng of Kb L in z i e . T h i s  inci dent 

wa s c i ted by me a s  a n  e xample o f  why 

it was prudent fo r anarch i s t s  and 
other d i s s i dents to use pen r:ame s 

t:Jhen wri t i ng .  The p o l i c e  houiever 
are not as rnuch of a problem for 
dissi dents as i s  the c i t i z enr y . 

Professor s , employer s , and ca sua l 

ac qua intances c a n  make l i fe d i f f i 

cu l t  f o r  tho3e w h o  d o  n o t  conform t o  

conventional p r e jud ices and e xpecta-
t i ons . G e t t i n g  typed as an 1 1ana r -
ch i s t "  c a n  m a k e  s urv i va l p r e ca r ious , 

as I found out when I was f i r e d  f r om 

my job a feu wee k s  a f ter appea r i ng 

on the l oc a l  TV news , and l e s s  than 
a �.Jesk a f ter the l'laneater feature 

appea r e d . T h e r e  i s  a s a y inc; , nEvery 

F r e nchi-r:an carri9s a g��ndarrne i n  h i s  
br e a s t , "  tuh ich i s  true o f  most 
Columbians as •ue l l . . It i s  the rou
ti ne author i t a r i a n i s m  of regular 

peopl e� who l i ve conventional l ives 

and shy a•lla y f rom <inyth ino, which 

threatens their comp l acency th a t 

ma kes dissidence dang,?rCL! S ,  not 
mE:r e l y  the ar::ied enforcers . 

"The paper ' s  address is a blind 

post ·office box." 
V er y dramatic ,  but n o t  true . 

l:Je repl y to le tt er s which interest 

us and ignore the ones that don 1 t .  

The Columbia Anarchist League a s  a 

group re fuses to deal with the press . 
Fo r  the reasons why see Lev 
Chernyi ' s  re sponse to K . R . ' s  l e t ter 

in the last i ssue of ANARCHY . 
"Badguy says ColLJnbia is a good 

place for anarchists to infiltrate 
the establishment . "  

I say nothing of t h e  k i nd ! 

Anarchists ha ve no 

"infiltrating the 

interest in 

establishment "  

because we d o  n o t  think a n y  meaning-
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f ree" and "ha l f  compu lsory" i t  can on ly  
be character i zed as  an a m b i guous con
cession,  nei ther cooperat i ve and f ree, 
nor uncooperat i ve and unfree, but con
ta i n i ng e lements of both in an unstab le  
com b i nation. 

I th ink that by now i t  Is  c l ear that 
as long as we re m a i n  w i t h i n  an abstract 
f ra m ework of d iscussion in wh ich  
"anarchy" s ign i f ies the  re l at i ve absence 
of h i erarch ica l and compu l sory re l at ion
sh ips, and "cooperat ion" denotes re l at ion
sh i ps i n  which people  act f ree ly  i n  the i r  
o w n  i nterests toward m utual  goa l s  w i th 
others, the essent i a l  log ic of my or i g i na l  
argu ment that cooperat ion i s  a for m of  
anarchy i s  unassa i l ab l e. The on ly  honest 
way to avo id  th is  conc l usion wou l d  be 
to m a i nta i n  that predom i nant l y  h ier
arch ica l  or compu l sory re lat ionsh i ps can 
be considered genu ine ly  cooperat i ve. 
However, such a content ion wou ld  leave 
the door open to ca l l  v i rtual l y  anyth ing  
"cooperation" and  the  word wou ld  lose 
any rea l pos i t i ve m ean i ng it now pos
sesses. Fortunatel y  for Al and A l len 
though, there are some real quest ions 
about j ust how anarch ic ,  or how co
operat i ve a �c iety can becom e  in prac
t ice. And I suspect that this is  the 
actual  under l y i ng source of the i r  u neas i 
ness w i th my art ic les (a long w ith the i r  
obv ious d i scom fort w i t h  t h e  word 
"anarchy" i tse l f ) .  In the next newsletter 
I w i l l  beg i n  a d iscuss ion of the bas ic  
out l i nes of th is  quest ion,  and  I i n v i te 
A l  and A l len to joi n me i n  a "construc
t i ve" d ia logue concer n i ng the l i m i ts of 
cooperati ve and anarch ist re lat ionsh i ps 
i n  pract ice. 

' ., 
... - ... "' 

f u l  change can take place by working 
wi th in the currentl y establ i shed 
hierarchical institutions . �.lhct we 
are tr ying to do among other th ings , 

if to create a l t erna t i ve organiza
tions based upon coopera tion instead 

of hierar chy , human desire instead 
of prof i t , and ima ginati on instead 

of compl ianc e .  

"Local anarchists do not seek 
an inmediate change in ColLJnbia cul

ture , Badguy says . Instead they 

1118nt to create a COlllllJllity based on 

cooperation within the present 

government . "  
An incredible stater,1ent ! Uhat 

I a c t u a l l y  sa i d  was , "Uhat we seek 

i s  not so much the overth row of the 

gover nment , but to create a situa

tion where i t  gets lost i n  the shuf
f l e . "  We have done and continue to 

do things which are changing "Colum
bia c u l t ure , "  and tue ' d like to brin;i 

about more drastic changes as quickly 
as possi b l e . l'.!e think that working 

"uith in the present government " is 

a c omplete waste of time , and worse , 

such act i v i t y  t ends to legitimize 

and strengthen an inherently oppres

sive and coercive state . This i s  

why w e  are anti-author itarian radi

c a l s  who oppose l ibera l s  a nd all 
reformists . 

There a r e  other subtle assump

tions evident in this journa listic 
portrayal which contribute to a mud

dled impression , but suffice i t  to 

say that if you ' re interested in 

wha t  anarchists are say ing you ' d  be 

better off reading this pub l ic ation , 

as well as the numerous books and 

periodicals available at the Colum
b i a  C ommunity Grocery ,  than perusing 
the mainstream press . Various 
wri t e r s  associated with ANARCHY 
would be happy to respond to written 

queries about our idea s . Just write 

us c/o POG 380 , Columbia , MO . 65205 . 
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Letters 
Ide blOUl.d like to encourage 

readers to llll"ite to us in order to 
open a dialogue both 111i th tho5e llt1o 
are s�thetic and those llt1o are 
critical of anarchist theory and 
practice. All letters to ANARCHY 
111ill be printed 111ith the author ' s  
initials unless it is specifically 
stat.ed that her /his full name may 
be used, or that s/he 111ishes to re
.main anonymous. Ide 111ill try to 
print every letter that Ide receive 
for pli>lication, as long as· they are 
not redundant , overly long, or un
readable. Address your letters to 
ANARCHY , c/o Coll.llDia Anarchist 
League, ·P.o.e. 380, Coll.llDia , I'll. 
65205. 

RESPONS I BLE PORN ? 

Dear C . P  . •  L . ,  

Thanks for the new Anarchy . 
L i k e d  the a r t i c l e s  on pornograph y . 

Wha t  makes this issue so confusing 

i s  that there is so little soc i a l l y  

responsible pornography . There i s  

such a n  absence o f  love in mo st of 

those t ypes o f  magazi nes . They 

gl amo r i z e  casual sex without affec

tion , to the point that you fanta

size about fucking bodies instead 

of people . But I ' m definitely 

against censorship . I just hope 
people a r en ' t  a f f ec t e d  too strong l y  

by i t s  " peopl e a s  thing s " menta l i t y . 

S omeone at Kick It Over sug
ges t e d  that I rend Begin at Start I by Su Megrin . Could you send me a 
copy? Enclosed is a check . 

1 Thank s ,  

LEARN I NG F RO� . s���aw;��e , KS l 
Dear f riends , 

I enjoyed the October /�Jovember 

1 985 issue o f  Anarchy--in p a r ticular 

the a r t i c l e  on the decl ine o f  radi
c a l i sm i n  Columb i a . Champ a i gn -Urbana 

is similar to Columbia i n  many re

spec t s . It i s  a l so a midwestern 

col lege town with a once thriving 

a l ternative sector now in decl ine . 

We also have a c ommuni t y  radio sta

tion , WEFT , similar to your KOPN . 

The same pressures described in Lev 

Chernyi ' s  a r t i c l e  are also a t  work 
at WEF T , which i s  becoming steadi l y  I more bureauc r a t i c  and conser vative . I I think c ommunity activists 

could learn a l o t  from the IWW . The I Industrial Workers of the Wor l d ,  in · 

spite of its faul t s , s t i l l  provides .,. 
an example of a s e l f -managed organi

zation run b y  i t s  members for eighty · 

year s .  . This is not to say the IWW 

i s  a model to be adopted b l i ndl y , 

since it is a labor organization , 

ANARCHY; a journal Of desire armed Dec. 

ni ty organ i z a t ions adopted some o f  

i t s  features , t h e n  bureaucratic t e n 

denc ies might be overcome . Such 

features i n c l ude : an absolute m i n i 
mum o f  paid s t a f f , a re gul a r  r o t a 
tion o f  o f f i c e r  and s t a f f  p o s i t i ons , 
direct dec i s ion-making by members 

through gene ra l assemb l i e s  or re-

commun i t y  organi z a t ions , instead of 

so many l i b e r a l s  and mar x i s t s , there 

woul d  be more p r e s sure to keep 

things under member control . 

i s sue and was impre ssed enough to 

want to subsc r i b e . I have a per 

sona l question to a s k  of Lev 
Cherny i .  Are you any r e l a t i o n  to 

the anarchist poet of the s ame name 
tuh o was executed by the notorious 

Ch ek a i n  1 921 ? O r  a r e  you using his 
�ame a s  a n  a l i as? ( Anywa y , just 

curibus . )  

I n  sol ida r i t y , 

J . S . ,  Champaign , I L . 

PS : Here 1 s a contribution for 
Anarchy . 

. ferendums , . and direct f inancing o f  

the organi z a t i on by t h e  members in 

the form of dues or some other 

method . 

NE I THER GOO NOR MAST[R T h e  nes t  interesting part o f  
the p a p e r  ' u a s  B o b  B l a c k  1 s " .n.bol i t i o n  

of \JJo r k "  supp l ement . I t  was eer i e , 

because on 1 1  /20 , about a week be
fore recei virg your paper I had jot

ted down a sho r t  piece i n  a frenzy 

of anger and passion that clear 1 y 

p a r a l l e l s  Black ' s  writing . So , I 

Hello Anarchy , 
Another factor , however , which 

shoul d  not be discounted to expl a i n  

w h y  t h e  IWW h a s  rema ined sel f 

managed , i s  t h e  presence of so many 

anarch i s t s  i n  i t s  r a nks . Undoubtedly 

i f  there were more anarchists in 

I w a s  se nt a copy of y ._;ur Cct . 
/�'ov . 1985 issue by the r::eDple a t  
Fifth Estate . I kneu tha t I stum
bl ed on t o  someth ing good when I sa tu 
your s l o ga n :  neither r;:;oj nor mas t e r . 
�!ee dle�s to s a y  I r e 3 d  the e n t i r e  Continued on back page 

SEETH ING TH ROUGH THE CRAC KS 

S t i l l  sorrow l akes 
fi l l  my m ou t h  
yet e m pty ou t again 
in  hunger. 

\Vhy is it people sm i le at nothing,  
as i f  they were burs t i ng with j oy ?  
S o  m any have t h e  State rot t ing 
i n  their heads; 
the President t e l l s  them 
to raise their  for ks 
and punc t u re their  own faces. 
The Pri m e  l'vl i n i ster tel l s  them 
to st ick t heir  fi ngers 
up their asses, so w i l l i ng ly. 

The bure aucra ts throw a party 
where top-down m a n agers 
eat u pside-dow n cake 
and stu f f  the l i m bs 
o f  low-level w orkers 
i n to their  be l l ies,  
sorry l ater 
for their  stom ach aches. 

Peop l e  are dancing through newspapers, 
turning som ersau l ts over television se ts, 
bowing po l i te ly  to bayonets, sm i l ing 
at  harsh dea th,  
as  if  i t  were w a t ching som e  com edy. 
In a ce l ebra t i o n  of power, t hey 
c l a p  the i r  h ands t i l l  they are 
raw and b l eed i n g ,  and in the end, 
a l l  that is  l e f t  is  
to go to s l eep,  

wh i l e  we see th 
through the cracks. 

HARD AS STONE 

No wonder l i fers t urn to alcoho l 
Rot ten l i fe 
S t raigh t l i es. 
The s t i ng of whisky 
coo l s  this steam i ng sadness. 
Oh bring me back my baby 
from the shadows. 
I am watch i ng the river 
of the gut ter 
and noth i ng com es 
to take us away. 
O n l y  the sewer, 
past our cheap shoes. 
Let  me no wonder 
cont inue my wandering. 
The co i led m e t a l  
on m y  finger 
is for the nex t fist.  
How d i d  i t  get  l ike this? 

Contem p l a t e  hel l 
and d ri nk fire. 
Th i s  f ire ice 
for t h i s  cold ash 
o f  a n i gh t ,  
a s l iver o f  a 
m oo n l ess m idnigh t ,  
a foggy dusk 
and a sun less m orning.  
These 
I p ass t h rough 
as a st ranger 
h ated 
h a t e fu l  and 
hard as stone. 

Sa l l y  A. F rye 

not a c ommunity one . But i f  commu- '---



The plague (Central America) 
by Ju l i an Noa 

Dengue fever is a m osqu i to-borne 
d i sease wh ich most severe l y  affects c h i l 
dren. � m i ld case produces a high 
fever,  loss · of appet i te,  severe headaches 
and pa i ns i n  the jo i nts. A severe case 
m ay resu l t  i n  i nterna l  and external  
hemorrhagi ng ,  shock-even death. 
Dengue fever has been spread i n g  i n  
Costa R ica,  E l  Sa l vador, and Honduras. 
In N icaragua and Mexici> an ep idem i c  
is  rag i ng. 

The c i t ies of M anagua, Leon and 
Ch i nandega i n  N i caragua have been 
hardest h it .  I t 's  in these dense l y  
c rowded u rban areas w here t h e  mos
qu i tos that carry dengue fever thr i ve. 
Last su m m er 60 percent of the popu la
t ion a long the Pac i f i c  p la in  of N icaragua 
was affected by the fever. 

"The terror-tact ics of u .s.-
sponsored troops forces people  to m ove 
to u nsan i tary areas. Burn the i r  crops 
and they becom e  m a l nour ished. Destroy 
thei r i ndustry and they become even 
poorer. Leave them w ithout a pub l ic  
hea lth system and you have created a l l  
the cond it i ons for a b io log ica l  d isaster." 
( R ichard Garf ie ld ,  and i nfect ious d i sease 
spec i a l ist at Col u mb ia  U n iversity's 
School of Publ ic  Hea l th )  
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The war in N icaragua · has resu l ted 
in  thousands of disf igured and perma
nently  d isabled persons. Most are men 
i n  the i r  teens and earl y  20's. 11 ,000 
N i caraguans have been k i l led and 
another 5,000 have been seriously i njured 
in four years of f i ght i ng-and that's not 
cou nt i ng losses suffered by ant i 
Sandi n ista i nsurgents. 

"We have thousands of veterans 
w ho w i l l  spend the i r  l i ves b l i nd or 
handicapped.!; said Subcco m m ander 
Anton io Sanj i nez, w ho heads a govern
m ent agency that tends to the needs of 
soldiers. "We have to recogn i ze that 
this is goi ng  to be a per manent part of 
N i caraguan l i fe." 

"It used to be that . if you . saw 
someone in a wheelcha i r  in M anagua, 
you'd stop and stare," M rs. Perez 
Alonso said. "Now it  is  natural to see 
them everywhere." She recently gave 
her three year-old daughter a toy car 
"and because it had w heels, she thought 
it  was a wheelchai r." 
Two years ago Juan Concepcion Mur i l lo 

i=onseca was a l ieutenant operat i ng near 
the town of Nueva G u i nea when his u n i t  
was ambushed b y  rebels. He is  now 
conf i ned to a whee lcha i r  and l i ves w ith 
h i s  mother and h is  two sons i n  a poor 
quarter of Managua. " M y  w i fe left me 
w hen she sav1 m e  l i ke th is ,"  he sa id .  
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As th is  is bei ng w r i tten the 
Guate m a l an state is  goi ng through the 
pretense of transfer r i ng power to a 
c i v i l ian  gover n m ent.  I n  rea l i ty the new 
const itut ion wh ich  w i l l  take effect w i th 
the i nauguration of the new reg i m e  
g ives effect i ve power t o  the army.  

The new const i tut ion val idates the 
"am nesty l aw "  decreed under the de 
facto m i l i tary govern ment of R ios Montt 
wh ich  in effect guarantees that no one 
from the prev ious m i l i tary regi mes w i l l  
b e  t r i ed for the i r  respons ib il i ty  for 
seven years of terror against the Guate
m a l an peopl e  ( 1 00,000 orphans, 20,000 
w idows, 1 50,000 refugees, 50,000 to 
70,000 "d isappeared" or dead, 440. v i l 
l ages and ham lets destroyed) .  

The new const i tut ion a lso va l idates 
the "decree l aws" wh ich  are the source 
of t'No m echan isms by wh ich  the ar m y  
m a i nta i ns str ict  control over t h e  rura l  
popu lat ion :  ( 1 )  the i nfa mous "model  v i l 
l ages," ( m any.  s i m i lar  t o  concentrat ion 
cam ps) in wh ich  40,000 G uatema l ans 
l i ve under m i l itary contro l ,  and (2) the 
c i v i l i an  patrols  in wh ich  900,000 m en
-part icu l ar l y  the whole adu l t  ma le  popu
lat ion-are forced to part ic ipate or be 
cal led "subversi ve." 

In the l ast few years the ar m y  has 
further extended i ts control by means 
of the " I nter- Inst i tut ional  Coord i nat ing  
Syste m."  Th is  system empowers m i l i tary 
off icers at the prov i n c i a l  and m u n i c i pa l  
leve l s  to  oversee a l l  development and 
soc i a l  serv ice program s  carr ied out by 
pr i vate and govern m ental  agenci es, and 
thus control a l l  resources and aid com i ng 
i n to the area. I n  add i t ion,  the ar m y  has 
estab l ished n u m erous new bases and out
posts in the farthest-f lung  v i l l ages of 
the h i gh l ands. Hav i ng l a i d  a carefu l  
groundwork ,  the Guate m a l an Army is  
now i n  a pos i t ion to  use the pres ident
e lect to get more aid w ithout fear i ng 
it w i l l  l ose i ts gr ip  over the country. 
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Fam i l y  m e m bers of "d i sappeared" 
persons in G uate m a l a  for m ed a group 

two years ago ca l l ed the r.i utual  Support 
G roup for the Appearance A l i ve of our 
Re lat i ves. They are demand ing  a fµ l l  
i nvest i gation of the thousands of 
unso l ved k idnapp i ngs. Hcwever, any 
P res i dent w ho t r i es to l aunch a. ser i ous 
i nvest i tiation v1 i l l  run the r i sk of pro
vok ing  a m i l i tary coup. Accor<l i n g l y ,  
President-e l ect V i n i c i a  Arevalo o f  the 
Chr ist ian  Democrat ic  party has sa i d  he 
wou l d  not name a com m ission to l ook 
i nto the d i sappearances. Nor w i l l  he 
move qu ick ly  to prosecute sol d iers be
l i eved to have ordered or carr i ed out 
po l i t i ca l  k i l l i ngs. 

l·.'ii l i tary off icers are bel ieved to 
be order i n g  the k i l l i n g  of som e  sol d i ers 
and pol ice off icers i nvolved in death 
squads and · torture in an effort to pre
vent ev idence from emerging l ater. A 
n u m ber of bod ies w ith the i r  faces m u t i 
l ated a n d  hands c u t  o f f  have appeared 
late ly ,  and there are i nd icat ions that 
some are m e m bers of m i l i tary or 
secur i ty  u n i ts. 
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The prob lem of sheer power 
appears everywhere we l ook, and is 
c lear l y  mak ing  N i caragua and Guatema la  
unhealthy p laces to  l i ve. But i f  we are 
goi ng to ta l k  about sheer power, i t  helps 
to start w ith the U n i ted States of 
A m er ica. N i caragua and Guatem a l a  are 
after a l l  two of the m ore char m ing  
a m use ments of U .S. power peopl e  and 
the i r  com patr iots who "fo l l ow the news." 

The U .S. and i ts pals were 
heartened by the i r  success in subvert i ng 
and overthrow i n g  a refor m ist cap i ta l i st 
democ racy i n  Guatema la  ( 1954),  and i n  
m a i nta i n i ng reg i m es that (to quote Noam 
Chomsky) " resemb le  Naz i Ger many as 
c l ose ly  as any i n  the contemporary 
wor ld."  In Guatema la  the two rounds 
of e lections, the new Chr ist ian  Demo
crat ic  presi dent, and the defacement and 
obl i terat ion of those good sold iers w ho 
remember the past too wel l ,  a l l  are so 
m uch f resh w a l l paper i ng and c h intz 
couch i ng. The Guate m alan army 
off icers, the major ity  tra i ned i n  the 
U .S., re m a i n  in control and under 
contro l .  

The question w h i c h  st i l l  re m a i ns 
unanswered is what g i ves sheer power 
its force. "What is the psychology of 
sheer power?"--a quest ion wh ich  to m e  
means--w hat changes i n  ourse l ves and 
in ttie soc i a l  and cu ltura l  prov is ions we 
co l lect i ve ly  create can reverse the force 
of sheer power in the wor l d ?  

Pa e 1 1  
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Our hea lth psycholog ists wou l d  pre
fer to break th is  quest ion down i nto d i s
crete, e m p i r ica l  hypotheses they can 
contro l exper i menta l l y .  What we can 
know is  reduced to the k i nds of research 
the i r  "sc i ent i f ic"  m ethodo logy can hand le. 
So they are w i l l i n g  to inqu i re i nto the 
effects of stress on upper respi ratory 
funct ion i ng ,  or the effects of l earned 
he lp lessness on l aboratory an i mals. But 
sheer power .1s a m ass soci a l  phenom enon 
that takes p lace in h i stor ica l  .context. 
I t  is hard for sc i ent ists to f i nd .  The 
l i m i ts of i m ag ination and cr i t ica l  
thought have been wel l - la id  by the 
parad i g m  ( i .e. the ru les of the game of 
exper i m enta l psychology). 

We know the d i stance of our psy
chologists wel l .  We k now how easi l y  
they rationa l i ze that soc i a l  confor m i ty 
i s  m ental hea lth.  After a l l  it got them 
w here they are today; i t  keeps the i r  
research money com i ng ,  the i r  journal  
art i c l es accepted and the i r  departm ent 
heads happy. They stand a lot to l ose 
if they chal l enge the psychological  or 
soc i a l  status-quo. And the i r  very 
m ethodo logy of reduc ing  hu m an exper
ience to a set of contro l l ab le  or m an i 
pu lab le  var iables is  i tse l f  just another 
d i mension of a cu l tu re of dom i nat ion 
c l oaked in the l anguage of abstract 
f reedom .  

S o  the work of unravel l i ng the ., 
m ystery  of sheer power has to be done 
by those of us who have no qua l ms 
about purg ing  ourse l ves of our own pet 
connectedness w ith the com fortab l e  and 
rout i ne. I have no p l an to unve i l -not 
even a start ing  poi nt.  How do you fee l  
dom i nated by me? Why  a m  I a f ra id  of 
you? Let 's tel l each other, before we 
have to f i ght it out i_n N icaragua. 
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The hemorrhag ing  and shock of 
dengue fever, cr ipp les i n  whee lcha i rs, 
the r iders of war, and the carcasses of 
the old butchers slaughtered by those 
they served ••• a l l  soon fade as f i gu res, 
recede into the ground of power. The 
l i b i do is conquested; the w i ves leave, 
the i r  husbands leg less; the men k i l l  
w i thout fee l i ng ;  they d i e  for remember
ing why.  

!v1ore U .S .  a i d  to Guatema la  next 
year w i l l  he lp  the peopl e  forget for 
aw h i le that noth ing  has changed. 

Reagan and Ortega ca l l  each other 
terror ists. u .s.-supported rebel u n i ts 
have burned down scores of health cen
ters, schools and other pub l ic bu i ld i ngs. 
They have k idnapped, raped and m ur
dered. The Sandi n i stas came to power 
in 1979 after a twenty year struggle 
wh ich i nc luded robber i es, a i rplane 
h i j ac k ings, assau lts, nabb i ngs and m ur
ders. The b i rth of a state is  dead ly . , 

The U .S, by support ing  the Somoza 
d i ctatorsh ips for decades, helped create 
the · cond it ions wh ich  encouraged the 
armed struggle. Our government has 
i ncreas ing ly  taken measures to i so late 
N i caragua and to com pel  i ts govern m ent 
to seek Sov iet a id .  

The ma l treat ment of the M isk i to 
" Ind ians," the suspension of c i v i l  l ibert ies 
by Ortega s ince l ast October, the 
nationa l ism and m i l itar ism of the new 
order, are excused by leftists. Mean
w h i l e  r i ght ists explo it  these facts using 
them as a m oral i mperat i ve; more dom i 
nation, · destruction a n d  death is the 
stuff  of freedom-f i ght ing.  

Anarch ists poi nt out that a l l 
govern ments and · wou ld-be governments 
partake in terror. But the people of 
Centra l A m er ica don 't need to be 
rem inded by U .S. anarch ists, w ho l i ke 
a l l  North A m er i cans speak from rather 
i nsu lar  ground. The people  of Central  
A merica nee9 neither Reagan nor 
Ortega, neither the m i l i tary, nor 
Cerezo, neither health psychologists nor 
h igh-tech iatrogenesis, to l ive a healthy 
l i fe. 

I deologists of any k i nd expla in ing 
to them w hat is  goi ng on i n  the ir  coun
try are no help e ither. 

They do need what we need too. 
We need one another. We can empower 
ourse lves, hea l and nurture,  to bond i n  
the col l ect i ve refusal  o f  roles wh ich 
d i v i de and debi l itate. This zesty project 
and prospect, the l i berat ion of hav ing  
one another, is i ndom i nable. · The s ick,  
the cr ipp led, the l oved ones of ghosts 
and corpses can beg in  to reawaken us. 
The plague m ay yet turn on i tse l f .  
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ANARCHY I S  ORDER . 
GOVERNMENT I S  C I V I L  WAR . 

Ansel me Bel legarr ique ( 1 848) 

Letters continued 
from page 1 0  

am sencLLng a copy t o  you--to rlo 1d th  
a s  y o u  p l o a s e - - a s  well a s  � money 

order a n d  am l ook i ng forward to 
see i ng y our jour nal i n  t h e  f u t u r e . 

agony - o f - s e l f .  Hope i s  s tupi d ,  �er
ta inly , but much rnoreso u s e l e s s  i n  

o u r  t a sk . 

he y ,  A.l a skans i '  ve ciet so f a r  a r e  
umnde r f u l . . .  f a r  l e s s  o f  a govern

me nt i n f luence f e l t , i . e .  far less 
te r r o r i sn among the c ommon Deop l e -

- f r i endship i s  a v a i l a b l e .  

ANARCHY notes 
Those of us involved in the publica

tion of ANARCHY really appreciate all 
the contributions, subscriptions, feedback 
/!, support we've been receiving. Right 
now contributions and subscriptions are 
especially important to us because one 
of the major sources of financing for this 
journal has unfortunately been greatly 
reduced, and we need all the help we can 
get to make up for this loss in our 
resources. Of course, I can hardly think 
of any alternative publication that doesn't 
always have a ready excuse (and valid 

ANARCH IST NEWS conti nued 

needs) to ask for more money-so why 
should we be an exception! Fork it up, 
folks! Send in your contribution to this 
threat to the public welfare today! 

We'd also like to solicit more local 
participation in this publication-especially 
from those of you who'd like to see your 
drawings, photos, graffiti, comix, short 
stories, book reviews and letters appear 
in ANARCHY. Submissions can be sent 
at any time to our address: c.A.L., POB 
380, Columbia, MO 65205--or to us per
sonally-if you have an interesting idea, 
a pressing question, or some striking art 
work you'd like us to consider. We're 
always open to creative suggestions and 
submissions! 

� . M . , Washington , DC 
rec e i v ins your envelope gives � VENEZUELAN FEDERAT I ON 

U n i ve r s i t y ,  Angel  Cappe l l e t t i .  A c o m 
m i ss i o n  was for m ed to send ..  out a c a l l 
to a l l l i bertar i ans i n  Venez u e l a  to part i 
c i pate i n  t h e  new federat i o n .  

Neither Slave nor Master Be ! 
The ti�e to a c t  i s  now ! There  

can be  no m o r e  d e l a y . E v e r y  i r. s t a n t  

a n o t h E r  n a i l  i s  being d r i ven into 
our c o  f f  i n s . The 1uorst  p a r t  o f'  i t  
i s  t h a t  w e  a r e  the authors o f  o u r  

own ens l a vement . For  we have volun-
t a r i l y  chosen t o  sub ject o u r s f" l v e s  

to the c o n s t a n t  oporession o f  rn i n�
l e s s  dri vel . NO MORE ! !  

\tie mus t  wake up and 1.tJi s e  up . 
Dur l i ves are s l i pp i ng p a s t  u s . 

A r e  um to be l i k e the i(oman gene r a l  

who , on h i s  death b e d , s a i d  he hod 
bee n a l i ve 70 y e a r s  and onl y l i ve,:-< 

7 of th em? How c a n  111e a l l ow o u r  

1:1o nder ful l i ves t o  be 1�3rped by u s r; 

l e s s  drudciery and toi l ?  � l e  havr. no 

cho:Lce ; we must c�iscmmr a 1;1a y  to 

free ourse l ve s . ! 1ow l ong c a n  ur: 
rema i n  shackled anrl s t i l l  re t a in our 

human i t y? This i s  not l i v i ng , this 
i s  l i vi ng death ! 

We must be free ! ! A s  long a s  
w e  t a k e  cr�ers f r om ano t he r human 
we are th a t human ' s  s l a ve . Even i f  

w e  ba r te r our sl ave r y to  40 hour s 

a week it is s t i l l  s l a v e r y  nonethe
l e s s . The F r ee f'1ar k e t  onl y q i v e s  

us freedom to choose who o u r  next  
ma s t er tui l l  b e .  

l\re :1 '  t you t i red c f  this? I t  
oop re sse s me and deadens m y  soul . 

Ue 1 re i n  a rut th a t  tiJ i l l  somr!dciy 
he c o n e  our gra ve . i'fo mon' ! I ' ve · 

had it ! Ho�J about y ou? I must :ist 

out . \Jle c a n  onl y qet out tooet�er . 
As the say ing goes : you get e i ther 
bread without freedom , or f reedom 
without b r ea d .  R i ght now • • • 1 th ink 
I ' d  ra ther s t a r ve . � . M .  
E D ITOR'S NOTE: "Lev C:hernyi " 
is a penname used in memory o f  the 
nou obsc ure Russ i a n  anarchist poet 

uho r eput edl y comb i ned 2 g rea t  
interest i n  t h e  ideas o f  1 1a x  S t i rner 

wi th an ac t i ve involver:ient in the 
Ru ssi a n  anarchist movement .  Ue 1:1 i l l  

reprint a short biographic a l  a r t i c l e  

on Chernyi i n  a f u t u r e  i ss ue .  

DES I RE UNARMED 
greeti ngs lev , 

seated in the " enemy ' s " office , i 

wr i t e  you thanks for another ANARCHY 
our vo ice of desire unarmed ! 

thank you . 

the fish and game o f f i c e s  of Alaska 

a r e  poo r l y  equipped :  notice this 

ol d IBM se l ect r i c  I I ,  dinosaur t h i s  

one • • •  • 

yes I ' m s t i l l  a b i t  grabby with this 

soci a l  mess , though ALASKAf\ PEOPLE 
demonstrate clea r l y  the pressure o f  

CR I T I CAL fV:ASS D'lrnrncE : definite 
soul-searching and concomi tant 

g r s a t  p l e3 sure , and i am oiven tc 
�nde r s t a n d  the loc a l  �ost o f f ice i s ,  

n o  cjoubt , i n  .:i � r e a t  t i z z y  • • •  s� the 
t ulun u -� l l  kno· . .u wi thin 48 hour s . 

anarch i s t  i� t own • • •  o e t e r s b u r 0  A�< 
ch my , hoLr l i t t l e  any  of us ! <now • • • •  

my l o v e  to you a l l  t ime 
: L1 . c . , F e r n Ga l c , L1i� 

---·:,._·. 

Venezuela (Anarc h i st Federat ion of 
Vene z u e l a )  was for m ed by d e l egates 
f ro m  G rupo So f i d a r i o ,  G r u po L i bertar i o  
V i d a  So f i da r i o ,  students f r o m  t h e  C e n 
t r a l  U n i ve r s i t y  of  Vene z u e l a, a n d  the 
"Seagu l l "  Anarc h i st N u c l eus. A l so i n  
attendance a t  the meet i n g were a com 
rade f r o m  the Spa n i sh CNT-AIT ex i l e  
group i n  Vene z u e l a  a n d  a n  anarc h i st 
author and professor at S i mon Bo l i var 

C u r r e n t l y  Vene z u e l a  i s  suffer i n g  
f r o m  both h i gh i n f l a t i o n  a n d  h i gh u n e m 
p l oy m ent rates. Out  of 1 6.5 m i l l ion 
Vene z u e l ans about 1 .2 mi 1 1  i o n  are u n e m 
p l oyed, w h i l e  m an y  m i l l i ons m ore a re 
"u ndere m p l oyed." Yet desp i te these pro
b l e m s  the peop l e  o f  Vene z u e l a  and i ts 
refor m i st workers m o v e m e n t  re m a i n  
l a r ge l y  pass i ve. SO U R C E :  STR I KE ! ,  St. 
Cath a r i nes, Ontar i o  

I WILL S"fF'.<\ '(  f'AtNT MAY BE 5"MfDN£ W t LL 
A PA R T o f M 'f 
S"� u /.... foK "THE \,J'RlC , 

'S. n: 11-\\ S AN b '(.}JlJJJ · 
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