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DISCLAIMER

The contents of the arti-
cles found in this work are
those of the writer and do
not necessarily express the
official opinion or the
policy of the Ordo Templi
Orientis. These opinions
are exactly that OPINIONS.

The staff is not respon-
sible for any possible con-
flicts between the opinions
found 1n differing articles,

We welcome any comments.

COMMENTS FROM THE SPRING ‘89 ISSUE

Three questions were sent to the Ecclesiastical
Office: -

{. “What is the proper title of address for a
Priestess? Priests are commonly called “Father",
should we follow this lead and call the Priestess
“Hother"?" (M.H. of Indianapolis, IN)

2, "It either the Priest or Priestess becomes un-
able to continue with the Mass, what should be
done? Should the Mass be canceled, or can soaeone
take the place of the disabled officer and the Mass
continued? [t it is continued, from what point?"
(K.N. of Omaha, NE.)

3. "lIs it permissible to substitute a non-alcoholir
beverage for the wine in the chalice for a Priest
AU Cannol drink alcohol?®  (K.N. 0t Umahia, NE)

Your responses to these three questions 15
sought. We will summarize the answers and print
them in the next issue.: Perhaps you might like to
suggest a title for the column?

While you are writing us, the Holy Father has
requested that all readers (especially bishops -
who should all bhe receiving this by now) submit a
list of the “Ten books on Gnosticisa which you
would take with you just prior to being abandoned
on a desert island for 33 years after which you
Will return to teach Gnosticisa without notes®.
The idea is to get a reading list for ourselves and
other future Gnostics. Thank you for your coopera-
tion,
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3NOSTICS AND TEMFLARS

tThis 15 a response to the arti-
cle by Bill Heidrick written oy
Bishop T Lionysus}

In the last issue of the
Gnostic Gnews we read some com-
ments written oy Bishop Bill
Heidrick on the history of the
Ecclesia Gnoztica Catholica.
Since this sort of article 15 ex-
actly what I would like to see
more ot 1n the opages ot the
Gnostic Gnews [ decided to pipe
up with <some results ot my own
researcnes and, a5 15 M@y
notorious wWont, a few con-
troversial comments on history
and organi:zational management.
These are all tne personal,
opinions ot one Bishop.

I cnallenge you to reject my
dogmas just as fiercely as [ re-
ject tne dogmas ot others! Now
1s the time for all good things
to work as they should, but they
doa"t,

Bill has already described the
development of the Gnostic Catho-
lic Church out of the 0ld Catho-
lic "Wandering" Episcopate; mare
details of which may be found 1in
Feter F. HAnson s Bishops at
Large. He has also effectively
described the organization of the
now-moribund non-profit corpora-
tion Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica.
So | shall concentrate on two
otner areas: firstly, the histor-
1cal connection between the
0.7T.0. and the Gnostic Catholic
Churcn; secondly, the current
state of their organizational in-
tegration.

In Crowley’'s 1912 c.e. Mani-
testo for his Mysteria Mystica
Maxima Lodge of 0.7.0. there 1s

%

Vul.l No. 3

an .explacit elawm *to pDSS ESS
witnin tne Order "the wisdom and
the knowl edge o0f" tne Gnostic
Catholic Church. Around this
same time Crowley wrote his own
version ot the Gnostic Mass.
Clearly, he believed himself pos-
sessed ot episcopal authority.
Theodor Reuss, the actual founder
ot the O0Ordo Templi OCrientis
proper, claimed 1n 1918 e.v. the
title "Sovereign Patriarch and
Primate ot the Gnostic Church®
isee the article “Theodor Reuss;:
Irreqular Freemasoinry 1n Germany,
1900-23" by Howe and Moller 1n
fransactions of BSuatuor Coronati
Lodge, Feb. 16, 1978B). Unfortun-
ately, to my knowledge, no docu-
mentation ot either Crowley s or
Reuss consecrations has ever
been published, so I can offer no
certain 1dea of the transmis-
si1on o0t the Gnostic Catholic
lineage to tne O0.T7.0. tnrough
feuss and Crowley. Both men were
in correspondence with Gerard En-
causse (Papus! and may have
received episcopal recogn:ition
from him before his death 1n 1916
e.v.; 1n addition, Reuss was 1n
touch with an associate of En-
causse’'s, Jean Bricaud, who may
have served as an avenue of con-
secration.

Should this perhaps dubious
route of transmission raise any
worries among Order members over
the legitimacy of our present
claims to Gnostic Catholic epics-

- copacy, wWe can reassure tnenm,

since the current acting-Outer
Head of the Order claims a docu
mented apostolic succession aon
his own account and 13 able 1f 1t
Were necessary, Dy hils Own recog-
nition, to regularize all the
consecrations ot his predeces-
sors.

The ecclesiatical situation
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greated gy fhs cerrenrt 0.T:0.
Bvlaws ee tne +t1rst 1ssue oOf
Gnostic 13 very open to
and respecttu. of tne diversity
that 1= a nhallmark of the Wander-
: spate. Article [X
the :1ndependent nature
ot difterent lines of apostolic
succession -while rightfully as-
serting tne 0Order s claie to a
valid lineage of =zuch succession:
1t also provides a framework for
cooperation cetween the {Urder s
Bishops while carefullv avoidinc
tne :i1mpositian of any dogmatic
rules upon them. By setting up
such an open relationship between
the Church and the GOrder the
bylaws provide a great many op-
portunities for the Bishops them-
selves toc control the development
of their own working relation-
ships, with the members of their
own local church and with the
rest of the episcopate. Condi-
tions vary greatly for Bishops,
from the places where one lone
apostle administers tne only
church within 340 miles to the
areds Wwhere ona csanctiuary can
call on any ot half-a-dozen
Bishops to officiate. In either
situation | suggest that FBRishops
consider taking advantage ot the
provisions of Article IX's Sec-
tion 9.04L to legally register
their local churches. The pos-
sible advantages of registration
are the ability to perform re-
cognized marriages, to coordinate
banking and fundraising, to sign
leases or buy property, Jjust to
name a few. The disavantages
are possible registration fees,
some obligatory record-keeping,
ana those fearsome twin djinnai,
al-Daghmuh % al Burakrat. These
latter two may be banished by the
trequent application of Tolerance
% Humor. If you decide to put
the time and effort into getting
legal recognition for your church
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you <111 then be faceg with alt
sorts o+t procedural guestions.
fortunately the reguirement that
your local reglstrations bpe
reviewed Bny tne National Supreme

Counci1l means that  vou will
recei1ve tne beneftit ot the 0Or-
der s =experientc to help vyou

avold technical pitfalls, but for
the most part the Hishopis! whao
tormis) a local church must make
the ogecisions about now 1t w:ill
be administered. Some Hishops may
do best by running their own ar-
ganizaticens, wWhile other Bishops
iespecially 1n areas of high con-
centration) may do best by ftorm-
1ng a local ™"synod" to manage
church affairs. Whatever best
f1ts vyour situaticn should be
achievable wunager the liberal
statutes of the 0.7.0.°s Bylaws.
In any event such local organiza-
tions must be 1n accord with the
Church's ‘zpirit of religious
freedom; ‘no Bishop or group of
Bishops can ever claim "jurisdic-
ti1on" over all the Gnostic Catho-
ilcs within their "territory™.

It seems clear to me that our
current Patriarch 1s adopting an
ecclesiastizal reole of  “primus
inter pares’ rather than that of
“1ntallible" pope, which means
that the day-to-day growtn ang
continuation ot the Order s
branch of Gnostic Catholicism 1s
more than ever the responsibility
of each BEisnop who 1s a living
transmitter of this particular
lineage. In the Gnostic Gnews we
nave a new opportunity to share
the fruits ot our experiences
with each other. I encourage all
Bishaps and official 0.7.0.
bodies who have 1deas or tips
about any aspect of the Church to
submit them to this publication,
erther by mail or 1n electronic
form on ThelemaNet (14 1t 15 more
convenient for you to use Bapho-
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Net or TahutiNet pe sure toc let
the syszop xnow that you want vour
tiig ectnged to Thelemakest:,
(Please also leave a note to
RUSTY SPOKRER telling him the name
and nature of your "fruits of ex-
perience" - or any other article
- and a really brief summary of
the file. Use AREA 93! - Ed.)

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION

iThe Holy Father, Hymenaeus Beta,
nas turnished the following lines
ot succession which apply to his
own line. There are two distinct
lines which stream +from his
hands. These lines finag a paral-
lel 1n the line which flowed
through tnhe first Caliph, Grady
McMurtry, Hymenaeus Alpha and to
our current Caliph, Hymenaeus
Beta. Most EGC Bishops are 1n-
cludea 1n one or both of these
lines.! :

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION -
tLina 1)

1909 - Bishop Gerard Encausse
(Fapus! consecrated Msgr, Theodor
Reuss.

1912 - Bisnop Reuss consecrated
Msgr. Aleister Crowley.

1944 - Bishop Crowley consecrated
Msgr. Grady McMurtry.

1983 - DBishop McMurtry can-
secrated Msgr. Tav Silenus
(Hymenaeus Beta.)

HISTORICAL KNOTE Bishop Encausse
only held the Doinel Succession
when he consecrated Reuss 1in

1909, Encausse received the
Vilatte Succession some years
later. There 1s speculation that

Lrowley receivec separate con-
secration ftrom Encausse after

%
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Encausse recsivez the VYilatte
Sdicgessian frem. Bashep dzan
Bricaud around 1913 (Tne succes-
si1on line goes: fHishap Yilatte to
Msgr. FPoeil Margalz-Bulatti,
Bishop Margali-Bulatt: to Msgr.
Jules Sassaye, Bisnop Sassaye to
Megr. " Louns  Marie Frangois
Giraud, Eishop Giraud to Msgr.
Jean Bricaud, Bisnop FEricaud to
Msgr. Gerara Encausse), which
would have brought the Vilatte
Succession into the 0.T.0. at an
earlier date than 1986 EV. This
1 highly speculative and dis-
puted by most EGC historians, and
one account has the event taking
place some +five vyears after
Encausse s death.

5 D

APOSTOLIC SUCCEZSSION -
thyze 2

May 29, 1882 Bishop Julius Al-
varez consecrated Msgr. Joceph
Rene Vilatte,

December (9, 1915 Bishop VYilatte
consecrated Msgr. Samuel Gregory
Lines.

December 21, 1927 Bishop Lines
consecrated Msgr. Josepn A.
Justin Boyle. Bishop Bayle con-
secrated Msgr. Paul Wadie.

April 1, 1960 Bishop Wadle con-
secrated Msgr. W. W. Webb.

November 4, 1947 Bishop Webb con-
secrated Msar. Marc A. Lully.

December 25, 1967 Bishop Lully
consecrated Msgr. Michael P.
Bertiaux.

1971 Bishop Bertiaux consecrated
Msgr. Jack B. Hogg, Jr.

August 12, 1974 Bishop Hogg, Jdr.
consecrated Msgr. Tav 3Silenus
{Hymenaeus Beta).

¥



NEDPHTHYS 1LODGE, 0.1.0.,
CODRDIALLY INVITES YOU TO THE

FIRST ANNUAL
CANADIAN CONFERENCE
OF THE
ORDO TEMPLI ORIENTIS

LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND -
SEDTEMBER 1-4 1989 EV

LXXXY AN.
EDMONTON , ALBERTA, CANADA.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
COMNYACTE: NEFDHIHYS | ODGF

BOX 1075, FDMONTON, AlBEIIIA, \
CANADA. T3J 2M1.

H. # (403) 439-3596
FAXZ (403) 433-4550
TELEX O37-43341 EDM.




ORDO TEMPLL ORIENT1S 1IN CANADA

LABOUR DAY WEEXEND 1989
CONFERENCE & RITUAL RETREAT
DO WHAT THOU WILT SHALL BE THE

WHOLE OF THE LAW

NEPHTHYS LODGE CORDIALLY INVITES ALL THELEMITES AND MEM-
BERS OF THE OTO IN CANADA AND THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST U.S. TO
JOIN US LABOUR DAY WEEKEND 1989 FOR THE FIRST ANNUAL
CANADIAN MAGICKAL RETREAT AND OTO CONFERENCE.

THIS WILL GIVE MEMBERS OF THE ORDER IN CANADA A CHANCE TO
SHARE OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCES IN CEREMONIAL
AND DRAMATIC RITUAL, INITIATIONS AND THE GNOSTIC MASS. NEPH-
THYS LODGE IS ONE OF THE FEW TEMPLES THE ORDER HAS IN
CANADA OR THE U.S. WE HAVE 1200 SQ. FT. OF SPACE, WITH AN 800
FT. TEMPLE AREA FOR RITUAL WORK AND MEETING SPACE. BILLETING
WITH LOCAL MEMETRT OF THE ONDER WiLl BE AVIANABLE AS Wil
WE ARE WILLING TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM YOUR
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE POINTS. EDMONTON HAS BOTH A MUNICH-
PAL AND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS, GREYHOUND AND TRAIN
STATION.

REGISTRATION FEES: WE ARE KEEPING THESE RELATIVELY CHEAP $36.
THIS HELPS US COVER COPYING EXPENSES FOR MATERIALS AS WELL
AS LIGHT MEALS FOR THE TWO DAYS OF WORKSHOPS. FOR MAJOR
MEALS (BREAKFAST AND DINNER) YOU SHOULD BE PREPARED TO
FINANCE THESE YOURSELVES. OUR TEMPLE IS LOCATED M THE
"HEART OF THE CITY SO THERE ARE AMBLE CHEAP RESTARAUNTS
AROUND, AS WELL AS THE HOSPITALITY OF THE FOLKS BILLETING
YOuU.

PLEASE REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT WE CAN GET AN
ESTIMATE OF ATTENDANCE.

BELOW IS A PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND REGISTRATION
FORI.THESC’!ED(R_EOFEVENTSISIOTHAH)MDFAST,ANYNPUT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE IN IT WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE
(EITHER WITH YOUR REGISTRATION OR WHEN YOU ARRIVE).

WHAT TO BRING: ROBES AND WEAPONS OF YOUR DEGREES, NET-
WORKING INFORMATION (RITUALS, CONTACTS, PUBLICATIONS OR
OTHER MATERIAL YOU OR YOUR GRGUP HAS PRODUCED,) SLEEPING
BAGS, ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF.

WHAT NOT TO BRING: SACRAMENTS IF YOU ARE TRAVELING FROM THE
US. OUR INTERNATIONAL AIRPOAT IS INFAMOUS FOR °‘ZERO
TOLERANCE® AS OUR PAST CALIPH (HYMENAEUS ALPHA) DIS-
COVERED. X

PROPOSED CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
o FRIDAY SEPT.1:
e REGISTRATION (THROUGH-OUT THE DAY)
EVENING WELCOME AND LODGE SOCIAL

e SATURDAY SEPT. 2:
WORKSHOPS THROUGH-OUT THE DAY.

e A) THE COULEGE OF THELEMA AND THE A A

e B) THE GOLDEN DAWN; ITS MODERN REVIVAL

e C) MINERVAL THROUGH THIRD A STUDY OF THE INITIATION
RITUALS (FOR INITIATORS AND OTHER OFFRICERS)

e D) ROBES, APRONS AND WEAPONS OF THE DEGREES,
WHAT THEY ARE AND THEIR MANUFACTURE

e E) HOW WE DO OUR RITUALS: A COMPARISON OF THE VARIETY OF
STYLES OF RITUAL WORK IN THE ORDER

e F) THE RITES OF ELEUSIS; HOW TO DO (T.

e G) HOW CAN WE NETWORK BETTER; WITH EACH OTHER AND
OTHERS IN THE OCCULT/PAGAN/WICCAN COMMUNITY

e H) SHOULD WE BE MORE PUBLIC; OUR RESPONSE TO THE
CURRENT ANTI-SATANISM HYSTERIA

‘e I)HEETIHGSOFF()UWANOHFTHDEGEES(MNNGFOR

LODGE OF PERFECTION AND CHAPTERS ROSE CRODQ

o SATURDAY EVENING:

o LODGE OPENING, SHORT GROUP RITUALS.
PARTYIPARTYIPARTY! (WITH CASH BAR)

e SUNDAY SEPT. 3: E
e GNOSTIC MASS WORKSHOPS
LOOKING AT THE VARIOUS ROLES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE.
e ACTUAL PERFORMANCE OF THE GNOSTIC MASS
e (TENTATIVE) A PERFORMANCE OF
ONE OF THE RITES OF ELEUSIS.

o MONDAY SEPT. 4:

e AGAPE DIM SUM BRUNCH
e 83 BYEIBYE! 83

LOVE 1S THE LAW , LOVE UNDER WILL

; REGISTRATION
NAME :

ADDR ESS .
PROVINCE 7 COUNTRY:
POST AL CODE :

e ONE

DEGREE 1N 070 :

HEN YOu WILL BE ARRIVING -
DO YOUu NEED TO BE PICKED UP
PO YOU NEED BALLETING :
@ \TION: FE OF 138 CAN BE PAID IN ACVANCE GR UPON ARRAL.

AUDRORA BODREALIS N

{

NEWSLETTER OF THE |

ORDO TEMPLI ORIENTIS IN CANADA

A UNIQUE THELEMIC JOURNAL

ORIGINAL PUBLICATIONS OF
2> ALIESTER CROWLEY

@ LEAH HIRSIG

2 JACK PARSONS

> FRATER ACHAD

@ FRATERNITAS SATURNI

- FR. LOKTS KORNER

> THE LODGE MASTER BABBLES ON
© THELEMIC ROCK N ROLL

© ALCHEMY

- WICCA

ALL THIS AND MORE ARE YOURS FOR A
MEASLY $25 A YEAR.
ORDER YOURS TODAY FROM:
NEPHTHYS LODGE, ORDO TEMPLI ORIENTIS

BOX 1075, EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA

TSI 2M1L.
“YOU GUYS ARE GREAT. YOU MAKE ME FEEL LKKE JESUS.
ROBERT ANTON WILSON.

93.
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THE SNOSTIC CATHOLIC CHURCH
tThis 1= an article whicnh first
appeared 1n Lword of the Gnosi:z,
published by our Bishop Tau Sir
Hasrim, E. 6. C. He nas kindly
permitted us to edit and i1nclude

1t here.!

In this essay ! will attempt
to address some o0f the guestions
tnat have been brought to my at-
tention regarding the history and
nature of the Ecclesia Gnostica

Cathelica ror E.8:0.45 -or "Bnostie

Catholic Church! by memberz of
the 0OTO and £ G C. The Gnostic
Mass, being the ultimate public
and private ritual of the 070, 15

important - even to aspirants at
the lowest level of commitment -
to learn about EGC matters. For

EGC Officers, Official O0OTO0 Body
Officers (Camp, Oasis, or Lodge
Masters! anc¢ those seeking to
Manifest the Law of the New Aeon,
1t would seem to be as 1mportant
as learning ceremon:ial magick,
y0ga, the Tree of Life, etc.

In the vyear 3543 of common
reckoning, the Eastern Roman
Empress, Theodora, arranged
secretly that one Ilakab Bar Adai
be consecrated a Oblshop angd
ecumenical metropolitan 1n the
lawful line of apostolic. succes-
si1an. From this event may be
dated the birth of the aildly
schismatic Orthodox Church.

Our attention 1s now drawn to
the activities, soame nearly four-
teen hundred years later, which
involved Bishop Iakab’s nine-
teenth century successor, Peter
the Humble, who was the Jacobite
FPatriarch of Antioch. It was
trom Peter the Humble, along with
the Syrian Orthodox church <(and
1ts more obscure cousin, the
Church of Malabar in India and

5

T

Yol d Nu. 3

Sri1 tanka), that 3 seri1ez af
events began to unfold which in-
tertwined the orthodox apostol:ic
succession with the sublime world
of magick and the occult. So
that today we ti1nd the Calipnh +
the Orco Templ: Ur:entis,
Hymenaeus Beta, 1s the Holy Fa-
ther and a bisnop. of the Gnostic
Catholrc  Ehurchs frnd today
hundreds ot people attend regular
perfor mances of the Eucharistic
Gnostic Mass presided aver by
Bishops, Priests, Friestesses andg
Deacons .- the majority of which
are fully accredited 1n one or
several lines of apostolic suc-
CESS10N,

m g

We need to address the ques-
tion of what OGnosticism 1itself
is, and - more importantly - how
this spiritual tradition relates
to the occultism ot the present
time. Special emphasis should be
placed on this manifestation 1n
the OT0.

We can turn to Lioer LII, the
Manifesto of the 0OTQ. Here we
find that, in tne hands ot this
Order are said to be concentrated
the Wisdom and Knowledge of the
Gnostic Church along with that of
various freemasonic bodies.

The significance of this rela-

i
tionship can be seen clearly, not
only i1n the claims ot Liber LII,
but alse 1n one of the most sig-

nificant religious documents 1n
the present century, Llber XV,
known to us and practiced 1n our
Order as the (Gnostic Hass. This
was written 1n the early part of
this century, 1nspireg by the
somewhat outre synthesis of the
Russian Orthodox Mass and the
Thel emic conception of the New
Aeon. This ritual has become the
central public and private ritual
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af the ({70,

It can e argued that the
tuncetion o#  the EGL 15 nE  give
the 0TS an 1nterface with the
pubiic, both revealing and con-
cealing 1ts most mysteripous and
sacred secrets simultaneously.
Or 1t may be countered that 1t is
4 utility which provides an en-
viranment where devoted members
may undergo their various Life
Fassages - Baptism, Confirmation,
Communion, Marriage, etc. -
within the OTO framework. Or
coula 1t be that tne EGC 1s the
nucleus of the solar-phallic re-
ligion of the New Aecn, cnly now
beginning to manifest’

50me questions have been
rarsed in critical rcarcles® as tao
whether the @6Grand Master,
Baphomet, took seriously (or was
even aware of) his position 1n
Gnostic histaory. But we may take
1t as evidence of a sort that the
Gnostic Mass was written express-
ly +tor the Goostie Catholie
Church. (it 18 ditled  "0.T.B.
Ecclesiae Gnosticae Catholicae
Canon Missae".)

We might well ask ourselves
how this particular turn of
events came to be. As the occult
explosion -of the late 19th
century began to unfold, a strong
link was +forged between the
denizens of the metaphysical uni-
verse and the then burgeoning
Gnostic Catholicism that experi-
enced a new birth 1n the West
among those disaffected by the
heavy-handed centralist tenden-
Cies emanating +trom FKome 1n the
wake of the {first Vatican Coun-
t1l. Unlike 1ts successor coun-
c1l 1n the 1960 s which was
presided over by the comparative-
ly liberal Pope John XXIII, the
First Vatican Council 1naugurated

o
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an era of Roman Catholic Conser-

vatism - tne doctrine of Fapail
Infallibility, etc., was present-
ed. Rpostolic dissent created a

generation ot what came to be
scurrilously called "Wandering
Bishops". Many of these bishops
were cast afloat by various
schools of apostoiic succession,
including Bishop Villatte (of the
atorementioned Syrian Urthodoy
lamel), - the gccueltist Bishop
Doinel, and the nationai Catholic
Archbishop, Bishop Matthews.

The occultists, for their
part, were then engaged 1n what
became the codification of thne
magical spiritual path along
freemasonic lines. This came to
be the seminal Hermetic Order of
the Golden Dawn, principally 1i:-
England; the 0T0 1n Germany; ang
various Rosicrucian bodies 1in
America .and elsewhere. The
magicians - rightly so 1n my un-
gerstanding - perceived episcopal
offices and church sacraments as
being ESSENTIALLY IGENTICAL to
the high ceremonital! magical
ritual, but with 1ts own special
source of power and unigue am-
biance.

So-called "“cross-ordination®
became a very commocn practice,
with episcopal titles and
prerogatives 1nterchanged with
freemasonic dignitaries, among
disaffected church prelates ang
cccult-minded masaons and
rosicrucians. Out of the inter-
change 1in that period of occult
ferment came that great maodern
manifestation of Gnostic oc-
cultism, the Ecclesia Gnostica
Catholica, or E.G.C. - the
Gnostic Catholic Church.

In time the particular Gnostic
Mass, Liber XV¥, was written 1n
the early vyears of the present
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century and modeled somewhat an
predecessor CEeremonies. It canme
to b€ the predaomniaant ritual
among occuitists-Gnostics, and
1ts prin<ipal organi1zational
repository came to be the 0T0.
This 1s so, even though others
have experimented with the Mass,
and autonomous, acknowledged
Gnostic Catholic bodies exist
outside of the 0OTO.

Dr. Reuss and Crowley, succes-
sive Quter Heads of the Grder,
were both gnostic bishops. With
Reuss, and to a greater extent
with the consecration of the most
contraoversial of all modern magi,
" Crowley, the Thelemic current be-
gan to tuse with the primardial
Gnostic spiritual philasophy.
This 15 a matter of no small 1m-
port; the fusion of Gnosticism
{always a fusionist path, 1n any

cased ~ the spiritual path of
bnosis or Knowledge, with the Law
of the New kecn, the Law of
Thelema or True Will - 1s arguab-

ly the most significant spiritual
occurrence ot the contemporary
era.

“Do what thou wilt shall be
the whole of the Law" 1s the es-
sence of the Law of Thelema as
proclaimed 1n Liber CCXX, The
Gook _of the faw, dating fronm
1904, PBut what is "True Will"?

“Enow Thy Self" says the

perennial phi1ilosophy of
Gnosticisam, The discovery, and
the realization of, the True
Will, then, 1s at the core of the
modern manifestation of
Gnosticism that has based 1tself
in the World of Occultism. That
it attempts to do so through the
graded, progressive 1initiatory
system of freemasonry and the
episcopal structure of the "“High
Church" makes this all the more

~%
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remarkable and potantially
potent.

The curriculum set ocut by the
are- fLiber MCLI =~ Ed.¥ 1avolves
progressive exercises leading to
the deeper states of self-realiz-
ation, utilizing the sublimation
ot raw sexual energy 1nto a
vehicle for the expansion of con-
SC10UsSnNess. While. 1n the West
this could be considered unusual,
the "sacred fire" has been long
understood 1n the East. A1l of
the sacramental functions [ per-
sonally nhave participated 1n,
within the modern EGC, have con-
tained a strong sexual element,
always done, of course, with good
taste and sensitivity.

The Gnostic Mass as such con-
tains within 1ts poetic structure
a goodly portion of sexual sya-
bolism, the Eucharist being con-
secrated *in a stylized eraotic
ritual act. It 15 sai1g that 1
variant of the Gnostic Mass -
comparable ta the alchemical

“Mass of the Holy Ghost", with
1ts purely sexual Eucharist - ex-
1sts 1n practice as well. The

Bnostic Mass, certainly NOT coin-
cidentally, 1s said to embody
within 1ts symbolisa “the
ultimate secret of freemasonry."

In addition to this oc-
cultist/gnostic version of the
Eucharist, rites of Baptism, Con-
firmation, and Ordination may 1n-
clude erotic aspects, communicat-
ing the secrets of Tantric Yoga
as transmitted to the West by the
Templars, Dr. Kellner, and
others.

¥ - % - % - % -% - ¥ - % - %
! (We wish to thank our con- |
i tributors for their gener- |
i ousity.) :
T IEEE BEEE EEEE N Bt A I
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{-Zeries: tapes again available.

We are oleased to offer, once
again, tne L{-Series tapes which
were originally availlable from
Thelema Lodge Froducts during the
reign of Hymenaeus Algha.

This series of three tapes con-
tains:

C-I: Crowley reading the Ist and
2nd Enochian Calls (Crowley’'s own
voice from old transcription 78
rps records.) Regardie reading
Enochian Rituals, 1including the
above. Jist anniversary of
Crowley s Greater Feast memorial
0.7T.0. group reading of Liber AL
-- lead by Hymenaeus Alpha.
Regardie gives opronunciation
guide for magical words 1in his
Golden Dawn.

C-II: Regardie reads Liber LXV
and Liber ARARITA.

C-Ill: Regardie reads Liber VII,
Liber Isratel and Liber Samekh.

Collect all three and get vour
Thelema fix on your car tape deck
as you ride to work each day. If
the "“Thumpers" can do 1t with
their "Bibble-Babble", so can we!

These tapes are only available
fraom:

Joshua A. Norton ODasis
t/o0 P.0. Box 5311

South San Francisco, CA
74080

Lost 1n USA: $7.50 each plus
postage and handling. Add $1.00
for the first tape and 50 cents
tor each additional to cover P &
H. Make checks or Money Orders
payable. to “G0.T.0." The money
will be wused to produce other
tapes of interest to Gnostics.

i
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LIBER XV - THE BNOSTIC MASS
{By Father John. Continued from
last 1ssue. )

OF THE CEREMONY OF THE INTROIT

Webster defines introit as
Ythe first parbt. ot the bradi-
tional “proper" of the Mass con-
sisting of an antiphon, verse
from a psalm, ancg the Gloria
Fatri1" or "a piece of music sung
or played at the beginning of a
worship service." (From Web-
ster 's Ninth New Collegiate Dic-
tionary, Merriam Webster, Inc.
Springfield, MA, 1984.)

"The DEACON, cpening the door
of the Teaple, admrts the con-
gregation and takes his place be-
tween the swmali altar and the

tont. (There =should be 3
door keeper to attend to admrs-
ston.) The DEACOM advances ang

bows before the open shrine where
the Graal 15 exalted. He tiszes
the Book of the Law thrze fimes,
opens 1t, and places It upon the
super-altar. He turns HKEST and
says,

Do what thou wilt shall be the
whole of the Law. [ proclaim the
Law of Light, Life, Love, and
Liberty in the name of IAQ"

“The CONGREGATION replies with

Love is the law, love under
will.,"

What better music, what could
be more “proper" than to hear the
gessence of Thelemic Law proclaim-
ed and its further explanation
echoed back?

The "doorkeeper" could be the
Black Guard, properly trained,
el ther as or by, a knight of
Baphomet. Chapter V of Magick 1in
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Theoryv and Fractice coptains very
valuable 1nformation concerning
the formula af TAD. Its studv 1s
recommended for nct only DEACONS,
but also FRIESTS whao will also
vibrate this formula later 1n the
Mass.

Notice the three kisses on the
Book of the Law by the DEACON.
Again we have another 3. Some
DEACONS will read a passage froam
Liber AL before setting it down

on‘the.super altar.

Atter placing the Sacred
Scroll down, the DEACON then
turns around to face the people
and makes hi1s opening speech.
Notice the sequence: Light, Life,
Love and Liberty. Light 1s pure
vibration, and there are those

who view Life as "shaking", too.
Lite proceeds out of Light. Fronm
Life we learn to Love. This
Love, then, permits us to to our
True Will. Doi1ng your True Will
tfrees you frscm the Sin of
Restrictien - it provides . the

Liberty we all ssek.

"The DEACON goes to his place
between the alitar of 1ncense and
the font, faces EAST, gives the
Step and Sign of a Man and a
Brother. All imitate him."

This Step and Sign aight be
one of the secrets given to a

Friest on his ordination. He
then, passes it on to the DEACON
so he can do 1it. But tradi-

tiocnally, 1t 1s oaitted when
there are non-initiates of the
070 1n the congregation. For
turther details, consult your lo-
cal bishop or OTO initiator.

[t should be obvious that the
Mass was intended to be performed
and witnessed by O0TO initiates of
high degrees.

ol I Nu. 3

“The DEACON and all the PEQPLE
say:

[ believe in one secret and inef-
fable Lord; and in one Star in
the Company of Stars of whose
fire we are created and to which
we shall return; and in one Fa-
ther of Life, Mystery of Mystery,
in His name

the sole wviceregent of the GSur
upon the Earth; and 1i1n one Arr,
the wnourisher of all that
breaths."

Ineffable = "too great to be
described; to holy to be spoken”

Viceregent = vice = substitute
*# fegent “a person chosen while a
king or gueen 1s sick, absent, or
too young"” or "a member of a gov-
erning board, as of a univesity".

CHADS = secret, i1neffable,
Star, Fatner, substitute faor a
stand-1in for the Sun upon the
Earth, Air, nourisher. Chaos has
beefi associated with the Dyad
(Sephiroth of Chokmah whose num-
ber is 2) as well as the Father
of Thought. Dther associations
with CHAOS include WORD and WIS-
DC#.

It 1s taught 1n some meta-
physical circles that the air we
breath <contains something which
1s used by our physical bodies to
sustain lite. It might just be
oxygen. But there are those who
say that there something special,
Prana, which sustailins our
spiritual life as well 1n the
Air. LORD is another name for
Hadit.

“ And I believe in one Earth,

the Mother of us all, and 1n one




Buustic Gupwis

Womb wherein all men are begotten
and wherein they shall rest,
Mystery of Mysteries, 1n Her name

EABALON."

EAEALON 1s the Sophere of
Binah, Number I, the Mother - and
yet, after another fashion, also
in Malkuth, the Earth. Notice
the associatiion between CHAOS
and BABALON where CHAOS was
called the sole {only) viceregent
of the SUN UPON THE EARTH.

“And I believe 1n the Serpent
and the Lren, Hystery of
Mysteries, In His nane

BAPHOMET . v

The Serpent and the Liaon is
shown 1in Atu 1! - Lust. This Atu
corresponds to the Hebrew letter
Teth, whose value is 9. There is
a total of 9 squares 1n the magi-
cal sguare of B&inah and Saturn.
Thiz associates BAPHOMET with
BABALON - 1if we didn‘t already
nave BABALON riding the BEAST 1n
the Thoth Deck.

Leo is also associated with
Atu 1! and the Sun rules Leo.
Therefore the association of
BAPHOMET back to CHAOS is made,
using the Sun a& the link between
these two.

BAPHOMET is the coambination of
tne Spheres of Chokmah and Binah
and 1s Heru-Ra-Ha, the twins Ra-
Hoor-Khuit and Hoor-Faar-Kraat.

Notice that there are 8 let-
ters in BAPHOMET and 7 letters in
BABALON. The sum of these two
istters 15 .15. Behold, a picture
of BAPHOMET is found on Atu (5.

“Aud 1 believe 1n one Gnostic
ard Catholic Church of Light,

i
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<? tife, Love, and Liberty, the Hard
¥ whosze Law 15:

THELENA."

Gnostic = Refers to the knowl-
edge of esoteric and spiritual
mat ters. Gnosi1s 135 the Greek
word for Knowledge.

Catholic = True and Univer=al
18 extent of interest to all.
{The Law is for All.)

Light, Life, Love, and Liberty
are also related to the four
powers af the Sphinx. See Liber
Aleph, chapters 151 to 134 for
more i1nformation on this.

THELEMA should be a rather fa-
miliar word to us, But 1% is
strongly suggested that we don't
accept the pat answers we found
1n the past. Discover new mean-
ings ande assaciations far this
Greek word meaning WILL, 1t
seems that this would be the
first step 1n disccovering vyour
True Will - to discover what WILL
really is,

“And I believe 1n the «com-
Bunion of Saints."

Later on the Priest will say,
"Hear vye all, Saints of the true
church of old time now essential-
ly present, that of ye we claim
heirship, with ye we claim coam-
munion, and from ye we clainm
benediction in the name of IAQ".

“for as much as meat and drink
are transauted in us daily 1into
spiritual substance, 1 believe 1n
the Hiracle of the Hass."

The whole purpose of attending
Mass is not to see the PRIESTESS,
but to partake of spiritual food,
the sacraments. There are some
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mystic Zircies :teaching that the
tcod anZ drink we consume is com-
bined with tnz prana of the air
we breatn und forms something
called “Chine". This chine then
fortifies our spiritual bodies in
the same manner which the physi-
cal body is fortified by the food
and drink, This 15 one of the
main reasons for watching our
diet. This process is more effi-
cient when the food and drink are
of higher guality than what is
found in junk food. And this 1s
why we can say at the end of the
Mass, with all honesty, "There is
no part of me that is not of the
gods." This 1s the proof of the
statement "Deus est Homo". )

"And I confess one Baptisa aof
Wisdoe whereby we accoapliszh the
Hiracle of Rerncarnation.®

This point, reincarnation, is
one of the major divisions be-
tween the Gnostics and the
Orthodox Christians. But another
diffterence 15 contained within
this statement -~ the idea of a
"Baptism of Wisdoa"“.

The Orthodox Christian Church
also teaches that one 1s born
into something called "Original
Sin". This ‘is the result of the
"Sins of Adaa and Eve® when they
made an apple pie in the Garden
ot Eden. Since they goofed, we
must pay for it. It makes as
much less sense than someone
being punished for the crimes of
their parents.

With the Gnostics, baptism 1is
an act which prepares a person to
become more enlightened - it does
not remove "sin" in the tradi-
tional sense.

Yet 1t does remove restric-
tion, the ‘"word of sin" (See
Liber AL, I:41). So, the Ortho-
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dox Christians are correct 1n
thinking that taking a Christian

Spitz-Bath will remove Sin. And
1t 15 the "Sin of Adam" which we
are Born inte = 1t 135 tEe

“restriction" which we have 1n:-
tially when we are not aware of
pur Truoe Wiltl. “All words are
facred ard all prophets true,
save only that they undersztand a
little" (Liber AL, 1:56). The
difference, then, lies in haow we
interpret SIN,

Your attention is drawn to the
choice of the word "WISDOM". Is
that not another name for CHAOS?

The Creed should be studied by
all, but especially those who are
or wish to be confirmed 1n the
Church.

We will continue with th:s

part of the Mass 1n the next is-
sue,

GNOSTIC BgOK (1:7

The Holy Father reguests that
the readers of this paper {espe-
cially the bishops) submit to us
a list of the "Ten Gnostic Books
Most Likely to be taken with you
to a desert 1island". We will
compiie this list and opublish
them in rank order.

Now 1f you would also be will-
ing to write a short book
report...and, 1if possible, an
ThelemaNeT Hnmmmm!

Aho's Hho in Liber XV

(This 1s a continuation of the
article concerning the Gnostic
Saints found in the Collects of
the Mass by Frater Ben He, Deacaon
in the E.B.LC. We will continue
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sffaring some remarks on three or
more saints each 1ssue. If vyou
have anv comments on these which
vou woulz like to share, please
submit them.;

TAHUTI
Tahuti 1s the same as Thoth,

the Egyptian God of Learning,
Magick, Writing, etc. He can

also be associated with the Greek

god Hermes and the Roman god Mer-
cury. The namé Tahuti comes fraom
tehu, which 1s Egyptian for the
ibis f(a bird commonly wused to
deoict Tahuti) and the suffix +i1
means a king of god who possesses
the powers, qualities and attri-
butes of the 1bis. Tahuti 1s the
deity whe takes the heart of the
deceased and weighs it opposite
the Feather of Maat. Therefore
ne 1s the deity who decides the
tate of the deceased.

What I think should most 1n-
terest us about Tahuti is his
connection with the invention of
language, writing, and magick.
Crowley attributed the Tarot to
Nim and titled his book on Tarot
The Boek of Thoth. As the 1n-
ventor of magick, Tahut: enabled
man to achieve higher states of
consciousness on his own.

tiber FResh vel Helios -
“Tahuti standeth 1n His splendour
at the prowm..."* An  1important
role 1s played here by Tahuti.
He 1s the lookout for the sun
bark and enables the solar disk
to travel unhaapered through the
sky. :

This 1s the first one of our
Saints for which there is actual-
ly some serious question 1in my
mind as to ‘whether or not we are
dealing with a saint or a god.
0f the previous three, Lao-tze is

12
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tlaimed to have been human and
Iiving at a certain period 1in
time {1n fact there 1s some ques-
tion as to his existence), Sao-
dartha was a living being, and
krishna, although a mythological
character, his life 1s supposed
to have been spent here on earth
and his deeds done amongst the
men of earth. Tahutiy oa Ehe
cther nand, seems more divine
than human, In the myths about
him, he 15 always dealing with
other divine beings and the only
time we hear of him having any-
thing to do with humans is 1na his
role in the Book of the Dead.

there is & theary,  theuagh,
that most of the gods that men
worship were, at cne time, living
beings or a collection of beings
that were personified and then
deified. Just as 3 guess, he was
probably a, being who 1nvented or
revolutionized the Egyptian sys-
tem of writing. At first he
would have been honored as a
valued member of the society,
and, as generations passed, his
human side would have been nmore
and more forgotten and his divin-
1ty .emerged. He could also have
been a magician or it could be
that his contemporaries were so
1mpressed with his abilities that
they attributed his powercs tao
magic and, from this, this asso-
ciation came to take place.

MOSHEH

Mosheh 1s also know to us as
Moses. He was raised in the
Egyptian court but had to flee
when he killed an overseer who
#as brutalizing a Hebrew slave.
He first discovered his duty in
life when a flaming bush in-
structed him to lead the Hebrew
people out of bondage and into
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their own land. While trying to
t0nvince PFharaoh to let the
slaves go, Moses demonstrated his
Powers as a magician, bringing
down a number of plagues ar cur-
ses on the people of Egypt. He
out-performed the Egyptian magi-
cians and impressed everyone,

Later 1n life, he again met
the “burning bush" who gave him
the Ten Commandments., In this he
was much like our own prophet in
that (in another Aeon) he con-
versed with a deity who gave him
a "Book of the Law". He is also
credited with the first +five
Hooks of the 0ld Testament.

What I think impressed Crowley
about him was that he was a magi-

cian. [t doesn't take too much
reading between the lines of the
Bible to see this. His magical

abilities should be envied by us
all. If he did only half of what
he 1s credited with, he did some
impressive stuff. His experience
with the bush was undeniably a
Gnostic experience. 50 many au-
thors attribute Moses with found-
ing Hebrew magick that it would
be hard not to include hiam 1n
such a list.

GIOKYSU

(70}

Dionysus was the product of a
mixed marriage. Semele, his mo-
ther, was mortal and his father,
leus, was divine, Hera, who was
jealous of Seamele, disquised her-
self as Semele's maid and con-
vinced Semele to request that
Zeus reveal hiamself in his full
tform with all his powers. When
he did so, she paid the price and
Was consumed. leus then pro-
tected Dionysus in his thigh un-
til he was ready to mg;born.
Only by changing Dionysus into a

13
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goat could Zeus protect him from
the jealous Mars,

When he grew upy Dionysus
travelled from country to country
teaching the people how to make
Wine and 1introducing the cult of
the vine.

His followers were called Bac-
chantes. These were females who
dressed in lion skins and often
went bare-chested. They played
important parts in his fectivals
and mysteries and travelled with
him as he went around introducing
the world to wine. Much like the
dervishes, they would dance a
wild dance which would _put thean
into an ecstatic and mystical
state, giving thenm very great
strength, many times to the det-
riment of some Greek heroes who
were torn limb from limb by then.

Before' he died, Dionysus also
travelled to the underworld and
retrieved his mother who he took
to Olympus and was made immortal.

What Crowley liked about Dion-
ysus would seem obvibous. In
Liber, AL Chapter II, verse 27 =
...10 worship me take wine ..." .
and is not wine consumed at the
Gnostic Mass, and just about
gvery Christian zervice about? I
also think that the frenzied
trance-like activities of his
followers, the Bacchantes, would
also appeal to Crowley.
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The deadline for articles
for the next issue is the
first weekend of the Month
which precedes either the
Solstice or the Equinox.
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HEETINGS, CONCLAVES, ETC.

The Hepnthys Loadge, based 1n
Eamonton, #Alberta, Canada, 15
planning & conclave over the
Memorial Day weexend, September |
to 4 with the following events:

Friday (9-1)
Farty.

Registration and

14
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Sunday (9-3) Gnostic Mass work-
shop in the morning and eariy
atrternoon followed by the Gnostic
Mass 1n the evening, Just prior
to tnhe party. Now you know haow
to spend cold winter nights!
Monday (9-4) AGAFE and farewe!ll
tg all,

I+ you are 1interested 1n at-
tending this conclave, contact:

Saturday (9-2) 0.7.06. Rituals
and Workshops 1n the morning and
early afternoon with a Upening of
the Lodge and party 1n the eve-

Nephthys Lodge
FO Box 1075
Edmonton, Alberta

ning. T3J 2M1 CANADA

0.T.0. E.G.C. Secr=tary
P. ©. Box 1297
Milbrae, CA 94030-5237
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