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THE NEW YEAR. 

I N beginning the first number of the new volume, I am 
reminded that this is the third New Year's number 

which it has been my privilege to publish. Before 
another three years are over I hope we may have added 
no inconsiderable expanse of the at present unreclaimcd 
region of Borderland to the domain which belongs to 
science. We: shall progress all the more surely if we 
abstain from wasting precious vital force in worrying 
against the provoking materialists on the one hand, who 
close their eyes to the plainest facts, and against the not 
less provoking spiritualists on the other, who arc so sure 
oftheir conclusions as to be sublimely indifferent to the 
duty of supplying evidence for convincing other people. 
If we could but solidly reclaim one per cent. of the 
region that now is within sight, we should achieve 
wonders. And we shall achieve wonders-whereat 
possibly no one will wonder more than ourselves. 

SPIRITUALISM ON THE FRENCH STAGE. · 

The serious treatment of Spiritualism on the Stage, 
after all the ignorant, morbid, and often contemptuous 
presentation of one of the most prominent topics of the 
day, is a matter of real consequence, not only in the 
immediate instance, but as a precedent sure to be fol­
lowed, if only by reason of our slavish imitation of 
French drama. 

The author of the new play shortly to be produced 
in Paris, M. Sardou, is an avowed Spiritualist, and 
to any part created by him, Mdme. Sara Bernhardt as 
heroine, is certain to do justice. 

" I am a convinced Spiritualist," says lf. Sardou, " and b:tve 
been one for a long lime. For forty years I have taken up the 
~11bject of Spiritualism. You have before you a man who has 
seen everything in these matters. I have seen Rowers fall from 
my ceiling. I have even been a sorprisiogly good medium, aud 
have done a great deal of slate-wnlin¥· To-day the j.,>realest 
savants in the world-geologists, chemists, and most renowned 
physicists in Englaud-are beginning to believe in these inex­
plicable phenomena." 

FROM 'fHE s~:ANCE ROO.M TO THE LAW COL'RT. 

France and Germany each, in their characteristic 
fashion, testify to the all-pervading presence of the 
psychic atmosphere. In Germany, where the national 
genius is-more military than theatrical, we find the 
same subject to the fore in connection with duelling, 
and Courts of Honour, culminating in sentences of 
imprisonment and fine. It were in this wise: Dr. 
Evers, a member of a Spiritualist society, was present 
at a seance with Baron Ehrhardt. During the ex­
periments Dr. Evers did something that the Baron 
declared was a breach of his word of honour. For 
making this statement the Doctor challenged the 
Baron to a duel. The latter declined on the ground 
that the Doctor was not good enough to go out with. 
Appeal being had to a Court of Honour, the Baron's plea 
was dismissed, and he was, in effect, ordered to fight. 
Thereupon the Baron challenged the Captain who 
presided over the Court, who declined to defend in the 
field his action as a judge. The Baron, with the aid 
of a first lieutenant and some journalists, denounced 
the Captain and the Court over which he presided. 
The Captain sued the Baron and his friends for libel. 
The case was tried at Dusseldorf at the end of October­
the result-the Baron, the lieutenant, and his journalistic 
allies, were all clapped into gaol, with sentences varying 
from four months to nine, and fines beside. What it 
was that Dr. Evers did at the seance does not exactly 
appear. 

PROFESSOR CROOKES' PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

The address of the retiring President of the S. P. R. 
is to be given on January 29th, the next General 
Meeting. It is sure to be of consummate interest and 
value, and an account of it will appear in the April 
number of BoRDERLAND. That of Professor James, 
of Boston, given last year, is fresh in the mem~ry of 
all who heard it. So far the S. P. R.Ghas been Slngu-
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larly fortunate in its list of Presidents-Professor Sidg­
wick, Mr. Arthur Balfour, Professor William James, 
of Boston, and Professor Crookes, a handsome repre­
sentation of Philosophy, Politics. and the Arts and 
Sciences. 

'fHE SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE AND ITS COM!.UTTEES. 

It is good news to learn, on the authority of our 
excellent and well-informed contemporary Li'gltt, that 
" the Council of the Alliance contemplate the appoint­
ment of special Committees for investigating, as 
thoroughly as possible, some of the more important 
problems in which all Spiritualists cannot but be 
interested." And not Spiritualists only; but all human 
beings. I await with sympathetic interest the publica­
tion of the list of these Special Committees and the 
names of their members. 

THE MIRACLES OF MATTER. 
While Spiritualists are endeavouring to prove that 

spirits have bodies material enough to be seen and 
photographed, materialists appear to be busily engaged 
in proving that matter is capable of acting in a fashion 
that almost suggests that matter itself is spirit. We 
have heard of sex in &tones, and now we have, on the 
unilo1peachable authority of Sir Joseph Lister, the 
following statement as to the capacity of solid metals to 
c: Jme together and form one body in a fashion utterly 
inexplicable on all our old-fashioned conceptions of 
matter. 

Professor Roberts-Austen, in the Bakerian lecture, brought 
before them astonishing evidence that metals are capable of 
diffusing into each other, not only when one of them is in a 
state of fusion, but when both are soliil. They learned that if 
clean surfaces of lead and gold were held together in vacuo at 
a temperature of only 4odeg. for four days, they would unite 
firmly, and could only be separated by a force equal to one-third 
of the breaking stram of lead itself. And gold placed at the 
bottom of a cylinder of lead 70mm. long thus united with it 
would have diffused to the top in notable quantities at the end 
of three days. 

What a weird conception that of the solid gold 
travelling in particles to the top of a cylinder of lead. 
\Vhy and how and wherefore who can say? 

''THERE AIN'T NO SUCH PERSON." 

Dicken's familiar doctrine seems likely to be accepted 
as the epitaph upon •· Diana Vaughan." At the Inter­
national Anti-Masonic Congress, held at Trent at the 
end of September, the - question of Diana and her 
diabolical revelations came up for discussion, when her 
existence was roundly denied. Mgr. Kratzfeld, spokes­
man for the Archbishop of Cologne, spoke up and 
said:-

Tbcre is no such person as Diana Vaughan. He who wrote 
those re\'elations is a man who makes use of his knowledge of 
Freemasonry to gi\'e himself an air of truthfulness, but his aim is 
fir.;t to decel\'e the Catholics, and then after a while to publish a 
second book in which be proves that it was all an imfamous lie. 
The whole thing would be a defeat of the Catholics and anti­
Freemasons. 

The whole fraud is now admitted. There is no 

Diana Vaughan. Madame Taxil is believed to have 
personated Diana. " Dr. Bataille" is none other than 
a Mr. Hacks, who keeps a restaurant, and laughs pub­
licly at "the unfathomable stupidity of the silly 
Catholics whom I bamboozled." The whole story is 
told by M. Gaston Mery, in a pamphlet entitled "The 
Truth about Diana Vaughan," published at 35, Quai 
des Grauds Augustins, Paris. 

THE PRAYER TELEPHONE. 
The Welli'ngton (N.Z.) Post objects to my de­

<;cription of the Prayer Telephone in connection with 
Dr. Barnardo's work. He says:-

The whole thing admits of a very matter-of-fact explanation. 
We are told that upwards of 2,000,000 publications are sold or 
given out from the stores. These are !oent all over the world­
probably every householder in Wellington receives some of these 
appeals every year. As long as it is known that good work is 
bemg done sub!oCriptions will be sure to flow in ; indeed, it has 
been said that the money received may be depended on to bear 
a certain proportion to the number of appeals sent out. 

That is plausible enough. But it is no explanation of 
the coincidences of prayer and reply. Neither does it' 
explain Muller's still greater success, for Muller does 
not issue any appeals at all. 

PROGRESS! 
Among my old friends and helpers whose friendship 

and help I lost, to my great regret, some years ago, 
because of his strong disapproval of my investigation 
of BORDERLAND, was the Rev. C. F. Aked. It was, 
therefore, with a pleasant sense of progress that I read 
of him presiding over a meeting of the Pembroke 
Literary and Debating Society, Liverpool, summoned on 
October 19th, to discuss the question-" Is Spiritualism 
true?" Mr. E. W. Wallis opened the debate in the 
affirmative, and the Society, by a large majority, de­
cided that he had made out his case. Another pleasant 
sign of the times was the proposal made by Canon 
Bardsley, of Huddersfield, on behalf of Canon Lowther 
Clarke, at the Wakefield Annual Diocesan Conference, 
" That the Lord Bi .. hop be requested to appoint a com­
mittee of conference to consider the tenets of modem 
spiritualism." The resolution was withdrawn amtd the 
vsual cackling, but its introduction shows that the light 
is making way even in the darkest places. 

THE DEPARTURE OF PROFESSOR FOWLER. 
There passed away from amongst us last quarter, on 

September znd, in New Jersey, one of the few men who 
ha,•e made phrenology respected and respectable. Pro­
fessor Fowler was an American by birth, and his long 
life was divided between his native country and the 
British Empire. He was an earnest, upright, and able apos­
tle of phrenological sdence. No English-spe<Jking man 
of our time ever addressed so many Enghsh-spe..Jting 
men in so many different places of the En~c:lish·speaking 
world upon any subject as Professor Fowler, unless, 
perhaps, it is George Muller, of Bristol, and he is a 
German, who does not confine his talks to those who 
speak English. Professor Fowler Ghad, in his ime, felt 
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the bumps of Dickens and Li Hung Chang, H: W. 
Beecher, and Baron Rothschild, Edgar Allell Poe, and 
Sir H. Irving. As Mr. Fowler succeeded in living and 
working hard for eighty-five years, it may be worth while 
to repeat here his prescription for long life. 

1. Work bard, but easily. 
:z. Avoid worry and chafing. 
3· Approach as near your ideal a., possible and use the talents 

given you. 
4· Do not live at too high pressure. 
S· Keep within your income and your strength. 
6. Take three meals a day, and let these consist largely of 

fmit, nuts, cereals, eggs, and milk. 
7. Be a total abstainer. 
8. Never smoke, chew, or take snuff. 
q. Take regnlar exerci~. 

10. Rememher that cleanliness is next to godliness. 
JJ. Avoid strong tea and coffee. 
JZ. Sleep the sleep of th~ just when you retire, and take one 

.day in the week for a rest. 

" BORDERLAND " IN FRANCE. 
The autumn number of the Annal~s des Sciences 

Psyclliques should be read by all friends of BORDER­
LAND. It contains two thoroughly critical apprecia­
tions of work done in our pages, both by Marcel Mangin, 
one on Mr. Stead's article" On the Formation of the 
Double," and the other, very long and exhaustive, on 
Miss X.'s account of the" Burton Phenomena.'' 

HOW '1'0 BREATHE-AND WHY. 
A third pamphlet, completing the series of the lucu· 

brations of Thomas Lake Harris, has now been issued 
by E. W. Allen. Its teaching has, at all events, the 
~harm of novelty. It seems that a Great Change is 
~oming very soon, on the lines of the Day of Judgment, 
with which Mr. Baxter and Dr. Cumming used to 
threaten us. In their case, the difficulty was compli­
~ted with theories about Napoleon and the Lost Ten 
Tribes. Now, the problem is much more concrete and 
personal. We are all to get ready, at once, not by 
purifying thought and conduct, not by attention to heart 
or brain, but by the education of yet other physical 
organs. We must train our lungs in the way they 
should go and learn to breathe properly, otherwise we 
inhal~ worse than microbes, we subject ourselves to 
horrors greater than pneumonia or bronchitis. "The 
Deil's awa' wi' the excisemen" simply because that 
useful member of the Civil Service had not had lessons 
from Mr. Thomas Lake Harris in the Science and Art of 
Inhalation. 

HYPNOTISM AND THE S. P. R. 
The Hypnotic Committee of the S. P. R. has received 

some valuable additions to its numbers, and it may be 
hoped that something more successful and original 
than the results of recent seasons .may be laid before 
the public in good time. 

Miss X. has lately been elected a member, and has 
-declared her intention of regular attendance-a speci­
.ally important point when experiment is attempted. 
The special direction in which she is interested is 
that of the value and limitation of the sub-conscious 

memory, and she will welcome any suggestions made 
to her in writing at the BORDERLAND office. 

WAN'I EI>---'SUBJECTS. 
She would be glad of offers-in writing-of the services 

of suitable subjects of either sex. By preference, these 
should be young, healthy, and intelligent. No possible 
injury of any kind can follow upon such experiments, 
carried on by experienced hypnotisers, and never in the 
presence of less than three persons. They are all very 
simple in kind, and anything likely to make the subject 
ridiculous-a variety of experiment popular a,t enter­
tainments-is carefully avoided. 

The Committee includes, among others, besides Miss 
X. and another lady, three doctors, Mr. Podmore, Co 
Secretary of the S. P. R., and the Bon. Everard Feild· 
ing, a specially skilful hypnotiser . 

RURTONIANA AT THE S. P. R. 
The audience which gathered in the Westminster 

Town Hall on December 4th, to hear Miss X.'s long 
postponed reading of the paper she contributed by Lady 
Burton's special desire, is said to have been the largest 
present at any meeting of that society since its founda­
tion. 

The President, Professor Crookes, was in the chair. 
The very generous acknowledgment which he made as 
to the value and manner of the address, coming from so 
distinguished a spiritualist, as well as from a scientist 
of world-wide fame, should go some way towards bring­
ing about the rajjrocllement between Spiritualism and 
Psychical Research, which both parties profess to desire. 

Though as a spiritualist he may be supposed to sym­
pathise with the attitude of the late Lady Burton, who 
professed the strongest conviction of the personal iden­
tity of the alleged author of the messages, Sir Richard 
Burton, yet, as a man of science, he could not fail to 
appreciate the standpoint of Miss X., who, while ac· 
tively opposed to nothing except materialism, is, in her 
own words, ''content to wait, and meanwhile to say 
boldly, I don't !mow." 

A complete account of the experiences will be pub­
lished in an early number of Proceedings of S. P.R., 
omitting only those passages which Lady Burton her­
self indicated for omission, as too ~rsonal to herself, or 
to her immediate friends. 

THE NEXT MEETING OF S. P. R. 
At the next meeting of the S. P. R .,Miss X. will make 

a communication which was unavoidably postponed last 
month for lack of time. The title of her address is not 
yet announced, but it is rumoured that its purport is to 
present the rival views of two peers on the subject of 
haunted h()USell; the policy of suitable and intelligent 
investigation, versus the policy of blindly giving the 
subject, wholesale, the lie. 

Miss X., without attempting to decide where mar­
quises and earls disagree, will contribute facts to the 
further solution, or it may be complication, of the pro-

blem. G I 
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11.-HOW TO FORM BORDERLAND CIRCLES. 
A FRESH SUGGESTIOll TO DITD'Dili(J STUDDTS. 

WHEN BORDERLAND was startll<i, we attempted 
to form circles of BORDERLAND students. 
These circles were intended to be composed 

of groups of persons interested in ·psychical studies 
who would mutually assist each other by communi­
cating the results of their experiences. Unfortunately 
the idea, althou~h welcomed, did not work out as 
satisfactorily as 1t was expected. This was due to 
many causes into which we need not enter now. The 
first was the lack of a medium of communication that 
would enable members to keep in touch with each 
other. A quarterly journal cannot in the nature of 
things suffice for the requirements of such Circles. It 
is necessary to supplement them in some way, and the 
question arises, How can it be done ? 

A NEXUS BETWEEN CIRCLE MEMBERS, 
A suggestion has been made, upon which I should 

be glad to have the opinion of my readers, to the effect 
that we should take a hint from the success of Sir 

. liaac Pitman and his staff, whose Ever-Circulator has 
been an invaluable adjiJDct of the Phonetic Journal. 
The advanta'fe of this system is, that it can be adapted 
on the smallest scale, while it is equally capable of 
being developed to the most gigantic proportions. The 
principle of the Ever-Circulator is very simple. Let us 
suppose that there are ten people in various parts of the 
country interested in the study of psychic phenomena, 
let us say, crystal gazing. Each of the teo have a 
crystal, and they agree to compare notes. 

A MS. CIRCULAR, 
It would be impossible for each one to write nine 

letters to her or his nine _fellow-students, but if the 
principle of the Circular were adopted, I should-on 
receiving the names of the ten persons who wished for 
a Circular for the study of crystal gazing, and who were 
willing to take the circular and pass it round the Circle, 
~ving an account of their expenences, &c.-place them 
m communication with each other. The members ofthe 
Circle would have to decide how frequently the Circular 
should pass from hand to hand, &c. 

HOW IT SHOULD CIRCULATE. 
In the case that I am supposing, Miss X. would issue 

the first paper, the next person receiving it would add 
his or her contribution, and post it on to the next within 
two days, on a penalty of a fine of, say, peony per day 
for delay. By this means, allowing a day for the post 
between each member the ten would have bad an 
opportunity of recording their experiences or asking 
their questions within a month. After completing the 
round, it would go back to Number One, who would then 
withdraw his MS. from the Circular, and put in its place 
the paper recording his experiences or observations dur­
ing the month which had elapsed since the Circular had 
come round. He would then send on the Circular, 
which would consist of nine old contributions and one 
new to Number Two, who would in tum withdraw his 
contribution, and replace it by the record of the second 
month's experience, or the observations which he should 
have to make on the other contributions of the Circular. 
By this means, each person at the end of the year, would 
have ten of his own MSS., recording his own experiences, 
and would have in addition the advantage of having 
read the experiences, noted the observations, and 
received the answers of his nine fellow-members. or 
course, it is quite possible and probable, that between 
the members of the Circular would spring up private 

correspondence, but this would be other and above the 
Circular, in which there is pooled the e~perience of aU. 

HOW TO START A CIRCLE. 
There ia no necessity for the circies to originale from 

this offiae. Any person who wishes to start a Circle or 
correspc>bdence class, for the study of any particular 
phenomeoa, can communicate his desire to me, and I 
shall announce it in the next number of BoRDERLAND,. 
requesting correspondents to communicate directly with 
him. Each person would pay his own postage, and report 
any delay necessitating a fine to the secretary. By this 
means, students of psychic phenomena may be brought 
into friendly relationship in small manageable circles~ 
all of which may be, I hope, affiliated to BORDERLAND, 
for I should at all times be glad to have an oppor­
tunity of communicating any important inquiry or valu­
able experience to the wider public of all our sub­
scribers. 

SUGGESTED CIRCLES . 
As a beginning, I propose the formation of BOR­

DERLAND Circles in connection with the following sub­
jects, for each of which ten members will be required to 
complete a circle. For four of those the secretaries are 
ready, the other eight I shall probably hear from in the 
course of the quarter. 

1. Automatic Haodwriling-Secretary, \V. T. Stead. 
2. Crystal Gazing--Secretary, Miss X. 
3· Phenomena of Trance. 
4· Astrology-Secretary, 
5· Palmistry-Secretary, 
6. Hypnotism-Secretary, Miss X. 
7. Water Finding-Secretary, Miss X. 
8. Clairvoyance-Secretary, 
9· l'sychic Healing-Secretary, 

10. Dreams-Secretary, 
11. Psychic Photography-Secretary, 
12. General 

SUGGESTED RULES FOR "IJORDERLAND" CIRCULARS. 
1. Contributions to the Circular to be written on one 

side of the paper of uniform size. 
2. Each member to retain the Circular for two days 

only, and then post it on to the next member in rota. 
3· Any member of a Circle retaining the Circular be­

yond the two days, must place stamps to the value of 
penny per day for each day the Circular has been retained 
over time. 

4· After the first round of the Circular, each member 
will detach his previous contribution, retain the same~ 
and replace it with his new paper. 

5. The correspondence pages will be allowed to run at 
the Secretary's discretion. 

6. Any member failing to make any contribution, 
inquiry, or observation, to enclose sixpence fine in lieu 
thereof. 

7. All applications for membership to BORDERLANI) 
Circulars should be accompanied by one shilling en­
trance fee. 

8. The Secretary of each Circular should be permitted, 
should QlOre than ten members apply for admission, to 
form further Circles, and to appoint any one of the 
applicants to act as Secretary of the new Circular. 

9· That the Secretaries of each Circle formed in con­
nection with BORDERLAND, should undertake to request 
any member whose contributions seem to him to be 
worthy of a wider publication than t9a: of the Circle of 
ten, to forward the same t~ i~~£:cU~ol\..Qji l!Qi)> ' ~ND. 



111.-LETTERS FROM TME OTHER SIDE BY "JlH.tA." 
( Tlntlm -~it:al!y by "Julin" tlu-gh tlu luuu/ of W. T. Stead. S« f'rn•tiJu.s nu111ber of BoRDF.RLAND.) 
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THE PROPOSED :RRIUGE ACROSS BORDERLAND, 

December 5111, 18c)6.-My dearest frien~ I am now 
going to give you what we think on this side is a word 
of advice which is much needed. You are v~ry eager to 
make a Bridge, you say, betlRen the Two Worlds. And 
we are more so. But when you say this. do you realise 
what it implies ? what the realisation would effect ? I 
am more and more convinced that the establishment of 
the fact, and the certainty of communication between 
this world and yours, may be described without 
exaggeration as the most important thing in the whole 
range of the possible achievements of reortal mao. 
There is nothing like it for the far-reaching influence 
which it will exercise over all things. For it will 
modify thought, and thought makes the world in which 
you live. No one can understand how true that is when 
he is still immersed in matter. 

• 

ITS EFFECT ON THE FOCt;S OF LII'E. 

You must not, therefore, think that I am drawing back 
or wish in the least to deter you from the task to which 
you have set your hand. But before you seriously begin 
to bridge the gulf, I think that it would be only right to 
point out to you what it will do, or rather what it will 
bring about. I' or it will alter the Focus of Life. 

The focus of life is at present, to the majority of men, 
confined between birth and death. The focus will be 
changed when once you make it clear, not as a may be, 
but as a scientific certitude, that we live here and can 
communicate with you. And when you alter the focus 
of life, what is it that you do ? You alter tbe perspective 
of everything. 

A CHANGE NOT ALTOGETHER. GOOD, 

You cannot realise how changed a world it will:be. 
The change will, I know well, be for good and mainly 
for good. But no revolution ever was which did not 
do, incidentally, much evil, and your bridge will not be, 
any more than anything else, an unmixed benefit. You 
must be prepared for many disappointments, and you 
will often wish you had never touched the subject. The 
work of the bridge-builder is to cross the abyss. And 
abysses are abysses. They are not paradises. And the 
more useful the work the more it will be opposed. No, 
don't imagine that it is easy. Via Dolorosa, always 
Via Dolorosa-the dolorous way is the Via Crucis. But 
itis the way of Salvation. 
· Well, then, I will go on. First, you will alter the 

focus of life. That you see. The perspective, which 
is right when the focus is fixed by a limited line, becomes 
wrong when the line is drawn out indefinitely. You are 
impatient. Bnt I will go on. 

HOW IT WILL EFFECT THE CHURCHES. 

Secondly, you will, in so far as you are successful, 
destroy as by a sudcleo-(Here I was interrupted). Where 
haye I left you? No, it is nothing; you were rung off. 
Oh yes, I was saying that you will destroy, as if by a 
sword cut or razor slash, the whole theory of the future 
life that is cooveDtionally held and believed by the 
churches. You will allow those of us who are here to 
speak as to what we know, and see, and feel. And it is 
not what you have been conventionally taught to expect. 
Now I do notthink that you will find that what we have to 
tell you differs from what the more intelligent and spiritual 
believers have arrived at or have received by inspiration. 
The fundamental principles are the same. We have 
nothing to tell you that was not known to the seers, 
and that was not declared by Jesus. But we have to 
tell you that the ideas which have been received, and 
are still taught by many churches as to the future state of 
mao, are simply not correct. They make you believe 
what is not true. And there is no doubt at all that if you 
succeed i0 opeoingthe Bureau that is to bridge the abyss, 
you will render these ideas quite unbelievable by anyone. 

A SEJUOt:S DANGER. 

When you do that you run a great risk, And for 
this reason. These ideas, crude, raw, and false as they 
are, nevertheless, are probably the nearest approxima­
tion to the truth that many men can assimilate. That is 
what makes every transition from lower to higher truth 
so dangerous. Some cannot follow to the clearer state­
ment of the same truth. And so they are lost. And 
when you once establish the truths of the continuity of 
~xistence, and the possibility of communication between 
the worlds, there will be a great gap-no, not gap­
a great void left in the faith of many. This is the reason 
why these things are not revealed too suddenly. If you 
could do all that is on your mind to do at once, you would 
do more harm than good. It is only by slow degrees 
that the new truth must make its way. But that is no 
reason for refusing to recognise it. There must some 
one be the first, and there is never any good in flinching 
from what is your plain duty. 

No. You must go ahead, but the consolation that 
will sustain you when you meet with disappointments, is 
that if you bad made more haste you would have made 
less speed. 

THE PLEA FOR RUTS. 

\Vhat I want you to realise is that the great estab­
lished ruts in which the truth bas embedded itself 
cannot be destroyed without injurin~for the time the 
truth itself. This is wbat.11 feebl 11 mu s~ l~ you. 
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8 BORDERLAND. 

For there is too much danger that if you expect too 
much and forget the shadow, if you are impatient and 
forget the slow processes of nature, you may give it all 
up. And that would be a crime. I will tell you at 
once what the result would be. When once your Bureau 
is established, and when anyone can get into communi­
cation with the disembodied spirits of their rela1ives or 
friends, there will be an immediate-
. No I you are wrong. No, the chief result will not be 
the abolition of the old belief in hell, for that is already 
abolished. People don't believe in the hell of fire any 
more, and they have by their recoil forgotten that there 
is a real hell, which will be revealed very clearly by your 
Bureau. No I please let me say what I have to say 
without thrusting your questions in upon my message. 

THE CHIEF RESULT OF THE BUREAU. 

The chief change that will be made by the Bridge 
Bureau that you are desirous of making, will be to 
increase, to a quite inconceivable extent, the consciousness 
of the responsibility of life. You may think it strange 
that the verification of another life should increase the 
importance of this. But such is the fact, and you can 
never understand the importance of your life until you 
see it from tlzis side. You are never, for one moment, 
idle from influencing eternity. You may think this a 
figure of speech. But it is not. You are, far more 
really than you imagine, making this world of ours in that 
world of yours. 

YOU MAKE YOUR OWN NEXT LIFE. 

Yes, this is a manufactured article, so to speak. You 
are, in the loom of time, weaving the fabric ofthis world. 
You make your next life. Yes, and you make your life 
here. You make your next life. You do it day by day, 
you do it hour by hour. You make ycur next life. To 
make that quite clear will be the chief result of the 
Bureau. You make your next life. 

I wish I could express myself more clearly. You will 
say that this is the truth of all religions. Yes, and what 
all religions teach is truth ; but you do not realise it, 
and you often deny it. If we could communicate with 
you, you would deny it no longer, for there is here no 
sudden transformation. You arc as you were. There is 
no break of continuity. You start where you left off. 
\Vhat you are you remain. 

Yes, you must let me write you what I have to say 
without interrupting me, as you do. 

THE REIGN OF LAW ETERNAL. 

\Vhat I see will be the result of the Bureau is to im­
mensely deepen and strengthen the sense of the 
responsibilityoflife. This will be good, no doubt; it is what 
needs strengthening. But it will not be all good. There 
is a danger that you will make the reign of law seem as 
inexorable on this side as it is on yours, and the Fatalist 
will then have Eternity as well as Time. You will see that 
the will of God, which you decipher here and there as 
law, stretches unbroken from your side to ours. You 

will find that we, on this side, who have been able to see 
and feel and know that God is Love, will also tell you 
that love, no more on this side than on yours, precludes 
pain and sorrow and the phenomena of imperfection. 
We have not attained. We press forward to·the mark of 
our high calling here as there. Think you that we are 
transfigured into the fulness of His glory because the 
earthly house of our tabernacle is dissolved. Nay, 
verily. We are as we are. When our earthly garment 
decays we remain. The increase of this sense of the 
continuity of existence of the reign of law and of the 
responsibility of time for eternity and all that that implies, 
will be the greatest change that your Bureau can make. 

lHE INCREASE OF SERIOUSNESS. 

There will be great and a determined seriousness of life. 
There will be much more seriousness in life. There will 
be no more the consolation that many have taken to 
themselves that death ends all. Death does not end all 
But it begins nmch, much. But do not let me dis­
hearten you. There is much more good than evil. And 
if the Bureau should add to the sadness of those who 
know not God-for there is no escape from Him, not 
even in the grave-it will make the whole universe His 

·temple, wherein the air, the light, the whole, is Love. 

TO MAK£ THE UNKNOWN KNOWN. 

Decmzber IJ, 1896.-When you are ready I will tell 
you more about what happens when you pass over 
to this side. Oh no, I don't want to write that for this 
number. I was only thinking about E. (a friend who lay 
dyin~), about her and the Unknownland. Why we want 
Ibis Bureau so much is to make it a Knownland. That 
is what you will do more and more the more you make 
possible the communication with this side. "The Un­
known known or the truth about the Beyond. What we 
have to expect." That surely is what you ought to feel 
is worth while getting to know about at first hand. You 
will find that the spirits who will communicate this to 
their friends through the Bureau will make very different 
statements. They will differ indefinitely according to 
their different temperaments and the manner of soul 
they are. 

CONFLICTING AUTHORITIES. 

They will make statements which will differ so 
much as to confuse those who think that the infinite 
multitude of individual experiences can all find a single 
expression. There will be any number of creeds based 
upon after-death experiences, · which vary ac~ording 
to the character of the individual. The man finds this 
world very much what he has made it. \Ve all make 
what we live in, And as everyone makes a different 
future life for himself they will all give you different 
versions of the life they lead. You will find as little 
uniformity here as on your side. But, nevertheless, 
you will find that the Bureau, and all who would use it, 
will agree upon certain things. They would differ end­
lessly about the laws, the theories, the possibilities, 
but they would agree about the facts of--Being. I 
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For instance, you will not find from us on this side 
any authoritative declaration as to any religion that will 
be reeognised as true by all spirits communicating. 
They ar~ of all stages and phases, and the religion of 
some will be absolutely unthinkable to others. 

THE COSTINUITY OF EXISTENCE. 

But this you will find. There will be no spirit of any 
stage of development who returns to communicate 
through your Bureau, but will affirm that there is no 
breach or break in the continuity of individual existence. 
They will all tell you that death io; a transition rather 
than a transformation, and that, although the transi· 
tion is very important, it in no way destroys the life of 
the soul. All will tell you that. All will testify to the 
fact that they went on living a conscious existence, 
that was marked off by no gulf from the life they led 
here. There is, no doubt, a ch;.nge. But it is of 
circumstance rather than of character. The memory 
appears to be quickened rather than dulled. The mind 
sees more clearly. 

THE UNREALITY OF MATTER. 

The phantasmagoria of matter disappears, and the 
masks and masquerading that conceal the truth dissolve 
away-that is important and that is universal. There 
is not one spirit who returns, who will not assert that 
the matter in which you are immersed is a vapour, a 
mere phantasm of the mind, which vanishes away and 
is not. Spirit alone is \'l·hethcr in the body or out of 
the body. And the soul lives, lives on. These two 
things ; continuity of conscious identity and the hollow­
ness of matter they will all tell you are known to them, 
are universal facts which they will attest one and all. 
Where we are there can be no mistake on these points. 

What you are asking I understand. Yes, I under­
stand. What you say is true. But all spirits do not 
realize its truth. What I said about Love being the 
breath of our life is true. But what is sad, is that there 
are multitudes here to whom 1t is as much an unknown 
thing as it is with you. 

Jt:r.IA. 

SOD COKKElfTS BOT AUTOIU.TIC. 
The observations made by" Tulia" as to the dangers 

that miJ,?ht follow the establishment of a Borderland 
Bureau, if it were to be understood that our relations with 
the Invisible were to be governed on the principle of the 
Penny-in-the-Slot machine, so that any bewildered mor­
tal might simply state his difficulty and receive instanter 
communications from the unseen world, are by no means 
unwarranted. ThP. other day I received a long letter 
from a correspondent at the other end of the world, 
who, having beard 'of Julia's communications, sends 
me the request to ascertain from Julia answers to the 
following questions, which I have slightly disguised so 
as to avoid tbrol'l·ing any light upon the identity of the 
writer:-
1.-~~s Julia know my brother, and what sphere he 

ts 1n the present ? 
2.-Could I get into communication with him by 

writing, or any other way? 

J.-Was I right or wrong in coming out here and 
living as 1 am doing now ? 

4.-Can you tell me what has been the history of John 
Gillam since ~e left my service ? 

~ -Was I wrong in the way I treated him? 
6.-Will God ever hear my prayers on behalf of my 

wife? 

To these six questions it will be noticed that two are 
requests that an Invisible Intelligence should pronounce 
final judgment upon the right and wrong of the action 
of a complete stranger in circumstances of which she 
could not possibly have any personal acquaintance. 
Merely because Julia is no longer in the body, my cor­
respondent at the Antipodes is disposed to credit her, 
as a matter of course, with the possession of omniscient 
knowledge and infallible wisdom. I quote this inquiry, 
not by any means as an instance of the most unreason­
able questions that are constantly asked when the 
Embodied begin to inquire of the Disembodied. The 
common belief of the inquirer seems to be that the dis­
embodied • ·orld is a kind of spirit Enquire Within upon 
Everything, past, present, and to come, and that you 
have only to state a question, whether as to the canals 
of Mars, the lives of the Apostles, the cause of yes­
terday"s indigestion, or the name of your future bride or 
bridegroom, to receive in a moment absolute authentic 
replies. It is quite obvious that such an abuse of spirit 
communication would be f'Xtremely mischievous. 

It is effectually guarded against by a method which, 
althouih open to considerable misconception, is never· 
theless e.1tremely effective. Intelligences, whether 
disembodied spirits or elemental&, or latent and un­
suspected factors in our own subconsciousness, seem to 
delight in making fools of such inquirers by answering 
questions, which should never be asked, inaccurately, with 
perfect gravity, as if they were an authority imparting 
the most valuable information. This method of an­
swering a fool according to his folly may seem somewhat 
crude, and to many objectionable, but a very little 
experience of it soon satisfies investigators of this kind 
that they are on a fool's errand. Possibly, if it were a 
custom for country bumpkins to ask the policeman 
at a street crossing what was the price of the jewels 
which the Queen wore on state occasions, he might find 
it easier to reply by stating any sum, at haphazard, rather 
than by endeavouring to convince the rustic that he had 
no information, and that the question was an improper 
one to ask. I do not state this, of course, as an 
authentic explanation. I only suggest it as a hypothesis 
which would account for many of the extraordinarily 
misleading answers that are given to those who en­
deavour to prostitute a means of communication with 
the Invisibles into a cheap and easy method of obtaining 
cut and dried answers to every inquiry which idle 
curiosity can suggest. 

I have received several communications from corres­
pondents concerning the last instalment of the 
letters from Julia. A friend and contributor, who has 
had a good deal of experience in psychic letters, 
v.Tites :-

I think the" Julia" messages are excellent, and all the more 
telling that they are not written at all in your prompt, incisive 
Myle ; but the advice is incisive enough. I kno-..u, by personal 
expt>rience, the extreme value of her prescription. No one who 
bas not tried it can realise what this simple washzng in 1o1dan 
can do for one. It was the secret of the Quakers and all their 
illumination, and, as she says, even five minutes spent thus 
brings a harvest of results. It is not easy to concentrate one's 
spiritual thoughts inwards for even fi\"c m · uf a -,Tbut one 
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IY.-WtTH THE BORDERLAKBE·RS OF PARIS. 
BY KISS X. 

"if!)ERHAPS the most serious work one accomplishes 
l!;' after a visit to Paris is that of disentangling one's 

memories. To be in Paris at the New Year is to 
carry away a bewilderin~ memory of flowers and bon­
bons, of dinners and dl.feuners, of shops crowded with 
women who have the manners of post-office clerks, of 
cabs that are wanned,.of dogs that are unmuzzled, of 
streets that are cll!an, of churches that an~ the homes 
of the poor and the sad, of religion that knows seven 
days in the week, of bicycle riders that know their busi· 
ness, of coachmen that don't, of restaurants that sug­
gest somethin~ other than indigestion, of a town that 
makes one thmk of London, as of a dear, dowdy old 
frump of a British matron, of infinite limitations but 
good-hearted at the bottom. 

WHY THE BORDERLAND IS EXPLORED. 

From generalities such as thet'e, I would try to sub­
tract some impressions of the Borderland of the Pari­
•ians. Paris is just now deeply concerned with the 
Borderland. She is deeply concerned with her own 
soul, a little hysterically perhaps, or perhaps one should 
say, with an emotionahsm whtch, translated into Eng­
lish, would be hysterical, but which, among people un­
accustomed to English reser\'e and self-restraint, is 
less self-conscious than the same would be with us, and 
the less morbid in consequence. One cannot talk with 
the Parisians, one cannot wander among their churches, 
observe certain tendenctes of their art, without feel in~ 
convinced tltat there is a certain spiritual revival, a 
certain revolt against the materialism, which bas 
dominated them so aggressively. Constantly one hear11, 
as one lingers in any of thirty churches, each of which 
would make the fame of an English provim::ial town, 
that this or that object of devotion or of intrinsic value 
was destroyed in the Commune, but it almost always 
follows that, as far as possible, it bas been recently 
replaced by individual piety, or by the ladies of Paris, 
or by the contributions of the faithful ; the great church 
on the hill of Montmartre, moreo\'er, which will yet 
take years to finish, stands as a monument of recent 
piety. London has over-decorated herself with an Albert 
Memorial, with new Law Courts, with a useless Imperial 
Institute, but she has not proposed to build another St. 
Paul'i Cathedral on the top of Hampstead Heath, as an 
acknowledgment of our national sms, and a demon­
stration of religious zeal. Paris is definitely, but often 
unconsciously, thinking about her soul. "\Vc do not 
occupy ourselves with these thing•, but we think it very 
amiable that others should do so," half a score of 
Frenchman have said to me within the last few days, 
which is much for a Frenchman. 

For those who do not "occupy themselve'l" with 
religion, there nre yet other outlets for reverenceo, for 
their admiration of the beautiful, of the ideal, of "the 
something not ourselves that makes for righteousness.'' 
The petite bourgeoisie, who crowd the Luxembourg and 
the !:ouvre on Sunday afternoon, pushing and excited, 

·yet intelligently critical, are a very different crowd from 
that one finds at 'appy 'ampton insulting the Raphael 
cartoons. The votaries of femtiu'sme mean something 
very different from the vulgar New \Vomanhood of 

certain clubs and certain magazines that make a decent 
woman wish sJre were a horse. There· is a seriousness 
iri'tlie Fren'ch acceptation of these subjrcts, so far as it 
has been my privilege to discuss them, which is posi· 
th·ely pathetic, and the same seriousness (for, I beheve, 
the same reason) pervades their attitude towards the 
occult. 

THE AlTITUDE. 

Of Spiritualism, pure and simple, as it is understood 
in London, I can find no trace. With infinite trouble I 
obtained the addresses of two clairvoyantes, but they 
were mere fortune-tellers ; what is more I should think, 
from their extortions, that they were fortune-makers. 
From time to time, the class of phenomena, which we 
indiscriminateoly aggregate as Spiritualistic, is exa· 
mined, investiKatco, by the researchers of Paris; 
Eusapia Paladmo it may be, or Mlle. Couedon, but 
they are investitcated rather than cultivated. The 
French spirit of inquiry seems to me broad, unpre· 
judiced, systematic ; again and again, I ha,·e been told 
"We have no Seances, on nefait pas du Seances, we 
interest ourselves in phenomena that are apontaneous." 
They have a broad toleration for every variety of pheno· 
mena, automatism of every kind, writing, raps, apports, 
physical movements ; no matter what form the extema· 
lisation may take, if only the evidence is fair and the 
sincerity apparent, there are educated and enlightened 
persons. who will examine it without prejudice, who do­
not dismiss a phenomenon as fal6e becauae it is un­
familiar, who have the courage, not only to hold to­
what they know, but, moreover, to acknowledge what 
they don't know. 

THE SPECIALISTS. 

Nothing can exceed the kindness with which those 
who represent the various departments of the Bortier­
land in Paris, have placed their information at my dis­
posal. With every desire for precision, however, I find 
myself hampered by a difficulty of which the ethics of 
journalism appear to be ignorant ; the difficulty of ac­
ceptin~ hospitality and rushing into print with the _in­
formation one acquires when one's friends are concetv­
ably off guard. One can"ot remind one's host, or the 
man who takes you into dinnt'r, that you are interview· 
ing him ; on the other hand, one cannot utilise his con· 
versation in detail without such reminder. 

I must in certain cases, therefore, report my informa­
tion in general tenns, reserving the chapter and verse 
for any serious student who cares to ask for it. Other 
plans are, I am aware, in daily practice, but I find 
them, personally, impossible. Among those to whom I 
am indebted are Dr. Berillon, editor of the Revue de 
I' Hyjmotisme, and his assistant ; Dr. Charles Richet, 
Corresponding Member of the Soc~ety for Psychi~al 
Research, Professor of Medicine m the Umverstty 
of Paris, also distinguished as a poet and novel!st; 
M. Counnes, who is at the head of the Theosopbtcal 
Society in Paris, and editor of the Lotus 13/eu; 
M. Leymarie, the editor of the Revue Spiritf! ~ and 
to Dr. Dariex, editor of the Annates des Sczences 
Psychiques, whom I have to thank for liberal help in 
studyint; the Freuch asP-eCt •~f the /ln<}uir~ I ~ole. 
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I have also received the utmost kindness from st.veral 
of hi:J distinguished contributors, more especially 
M. Marcel Mangin, Colonel de Roches, and Madame 
Boissaux, who all assisted at the Eusapia inquiry, and 
whose views upon various aspects of psychical research 
are, it seems to me, deserving of the most serious 
attention. I could greatly extend this list, the object 
of which is not only to acknowledge my indebtedness, 
but_to distribute my responsibilities ! 

M. SARDOU AND SARAH BERNHARDT. 

Our great disappointment in Paris has been the 

postponement of Sardou's forthcoming drama, which 
is to deal with spiritualism from a serious point of 
view; It was announced for the end of December, 
but its appearance before the spring seems doubtful. 
One month hence, two, three, are spoken of; but I 
hope at least to be able to give some personal account 
of it in the April BORDERLAND. 

If the stage is really to return to the position it held 
both in classical and medireval times, and to be a 
source of education and instruction, then surely oc­
cultism, psychical research, as one of the most pressing 
questions of the day, ought to be fairly presented. So 

SAHAII B.B:ltNHAilDT. 
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far, nothing of,the sort bas been done, either in France 
or England; on the contrary, the extraordinary amount 
of misinformation-the climax of ignorance-now ram­
pant on such subjects, is mainly due to the novel and 
the play. That English people should tolerate the hyp­
notism of Trilby, or of another play now on the London 
stag-e, His ,Little Dodge, is an offence to science 
and art. . 

M. Sardou knows his subject, and will treat it seri­
ously. As one of the original group which interested 
itself in the work of Allan Kardec, one may naturally 

expect some degree ofpartipris. I reproduce on page JO 
a specimen of the automatic drawing which used to be 
done through his hand by an intelligence purporting to be 
Bernard Palissy. That it will, however, be serious ; and 
after all, "accurate," in connection with a subject of 
which we are all still ignorant, is only a relative term. 

The plot is to be the outcome of a conversation upon 
phenomena in the first scene between two doctors, one 
inquiring, the otherincredulous,and turns upon the means 
pursued by the one for the enlightenment of the other. 

That the play will command attention-from all, follows 
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from the fact that not only is M. Sardou the author, but 
that Sarah Bernhardt is the heroine. An ovation of 
almost unparalleled intensity revealed but the other day 
what Paris feels for this consummate actress whom M. 
Sardou was permitted to describe not only as the" grf'at" 
but as the ''good." Paris can be very enthusiastic ! 

We saw her the other night in Lorenzaccio, in the title 
r61eof Lorenzo di Medici, and we felt that she was more 
magnificent than ever. She owed absolutely nothing to 
mere adjuncts. She was dressed, from the beginning to 
the end, in black doublet and hose, and there was abso­
lutely nothing in the way of s.pectacle. The interest was 
purely human, and created by her marvellous genius. 
The scenery, according to our English standard, would 
have disgraced the provinces; there was no orchestra, 
though for some mysterious reason some miserable 
instruments were played, out of sight, during the first 
scene or two, to one's great distr<~ction. The custom of 
banging three times on the floor to announce the calling 
up of the curtain strikes one always as ludicrously 
primitive. But for acting, Sarah and her company are 
a revelation ! 

In view of the probable tendency of her new rOle it 
was specially interesting to watch Lorenzo's countenance 
and gesture while his mother was recounting a vision 
she had had on his account. One felt, especially in the 
recollection of her sleep-walking scene as Lady Mac­
beth, that should she be called upon to play the part of 
Seer, under whatever conditions, Sarah the Great will do 
it worthily. 

HYPNOTISM IN PARIS. 

Among the things" they manage better in France," 
hypnotism is undoubtedly one of the most promi­
nent. While in England the physicians prac­
tising therapeutic hypnotism can be numbered ac­
curately on the fingers of one band, the number of 
students from various places who have systematically 
studied at the lnstitut Psycbo-physiologique amount§ 
already to over a thousand. While there is not in all 
England a single hospital to which patients can go for 
hypnotic treatment, there is in France the lnstitut 
already mentioned with its regular courses of lectures, 
its dispensary, its hospital, its library, and its museum. 

It has been our privilege to spend some hours at the 
dispensary, which is on the lines of the famous clinique 
of Dr. Liebeault of Nancy. It has lately been removed 
to larger premises. We found it centrally placed among 
the poor of Paris, four large airy rooms en s.uite, crowded 
with patients suffering mainly from nervous diseases. 
Dr. Berillon, with two assistants and a couple of women 
nurses, moved rapidly about among the patients distnbu­
ting " sug.cestions." In one room four patients slept 
tranquilly in easy chairs; in another, two nervous para­
lytics were undergoing massage as an accessory means 
of cure, while a large electric battery was ready for work 
as a further accessory. Two or three medical students, 
in spite of the fact that Paris was taking holiday, wer<' 
attentive to the great doctor, a sli~ht, active man, whose 
every word and movement proclaimed vital energy and 
mental vigour. 

The one decoration of the rooms was a P.;tir of nearly 
life-sized busts, the one representing • Health and 
Sanity," the other "Morbidity and Vice." Truly, to 
psychologists they were a suggestive study. Indeed, it 
seems an inherent part of the method of the French 
psychologist to regard vice from the psychological, and 
not merely from the ethical standpoint. Pedagogic 
study and the treatment of the faults of the young are 

a very important part of the work of the Institut, and 
one day in the week is reserved at the dispensary for the 
treatment of children. Readers of the Revue de I'Hyp· 
notisme will remember many accounts of the succe&~ful 
treatment of bad habits both of mind and body. Over 
fifty names of distinguished doctors appear on the cover 
of that magazine as contributors; and it is interesting 
to notice how very wide is the distribution of the obser­
vation and practice of hypnotism which Dr. Berillon's 
list brings before us. There are the names of physicians 
in England, Scotland, and France, as well as every part 
of Europe, and even from Australia. 

The lnstitut, of which this is the organ, arose out of 
the fact that, in 1888, Dr. Berillon was authorised by 
the Council of the Faculty of Medicine to give a free 
course of instruction on the therapeutic application of 
Hypnotism. This, however, could not develop into prac­
tical work, and in order to get beyond theory it was 
necessary to have an opportunity of demonstration, and 
a regular dispensary was founded in the interest ahke of 
pati~nts and students. In 1892 regular and continuous 
courses of instruction were established, a body of distin­
guished doctors elected as professors, and a school 
of psychology brought into existence for the first 
time 1n human history. When one remembers the 
enormous importance of the value of psychology-the 
knowledge of the working of the mind-to parents, 
doctors, teachers, critics, priests, all who have the 
direction of soul and intellect, one is appalled to think 
how little is done in this direction. 

The very titles of the courses of lectures are sug· 
gestive, such, for example, as the Psychology of the 
Deaf, the Mental and Physical Condition of Dipsoma· 
niacs, Suggestion and the Law, the Psychology of Ob­
session, of Intimidation, and the Psychical Element in 
Disease. The treatment of subjects such as these, at 
the bands of experienced physicians, ought to yield very 
practical results. 

Psychical Research bas also its share of attention, 
especially in relation to thought-reading, lucidity, clair­
voyance, and telepathic hallucinations. 

Among the contents of the library it is satisfactory to 
observe the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical 
Research and Borderland. 

The catalogue of books and articles published by 
students and collaborators fills over three pages of close 
print. CP.rtainly this is one of the things they manage 
better in France. 

THEOSOPHY IN PARIS. 

The fact that the Report of the Society for Psychical 
Research on the phenomena of Mme. Blavatsky broke 
up the Theosophical Society in Paris is well known. 
Nevertheless, it has taken a new lease of life. The 
Society is said to be serious and enthusiastic, though 
not numerically important ; and, it is alleged, is prac· 
tically untouched by the Judge schism. 

Its chief is M. Courmes, its organ the Lotus. Bleu, 
known to our readers by occasional citation. Like the 
Revue Spirite, its contents consist largely of transla­
tions from other publications, notably from Lucifer and 
the Tlteosoplzi.rt. 

M. Courmes keeps in view the experiences of ~tber 
investigators, and has definite views on manr polnt.s. 
Spiritualism, he aJ;~reed, was at a low ebb tn Pans, 
though Spiritism, the doctrine of Allan Kardec and of 
reincarnation, has a considerable following. Like other 
Theosophists he objects to all induced phenomena, and 
I was glad to bear him speak strongly against the 
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experimental as distinct from the spontaneous. " Spirit­
ualism,'' he said, "is a chapter of ~he, history of 
Theosophy, incomplete and _inexact;"· Readers of a 
volume of lectures by Mr. Harrison, reviewed in BoR­
DERLAND a year or more ago, may remeiJ\ier that he 
represents Spiritualism as an invention of certain 
mystics to supply a want of the moment, and distract 
attention from other lines of study for which the world 
was not prepared ! 

I asked him about Satanism. He explained, on 
Theosophical lines, the possibility of humaif relation 
with a low class of beings, but protested agaim.t the 
idea that Satanism was exclusively, or even mainly, 
French. " It is not very important anywhere," he 
alleged, "and certainly not more so in Paris than else­
where. Such as it is, it is everywhere, but when the 
French occupy themselves with anything, all tht: world 
knows it." Diana Vaughan he believes to be a'' Mrs. 
Harris," an invention of the journali&ts, and Huysman 
he cannot away with. We ~<aid mille c/zoses aimables 
of Colonel Olcott and Mrs. Besant, and" Au revoir." 

THE SATANISTS. 

I got no further than this on the subject of Satanism, 
and I felt myself a bore whenever and wherever I 
introduced the subject. Queen Anne is dead ; so ap­
parently are the Satanists and ~fdlle. Couedon. 

All the same, it is worth while to the reader of Ell 
Route to spend a morning in the churches Huysman 
describes for us: Notre Dame des Victoires; S. Sulpice, 
with its quaint grotto picture behind the High Altar ; 
S. S~verin and the Chapel of the Benedictine Nuns in 
the Rue Monsieur, the last at the hour of Office for the 
sake of the rare and careful rendering of Plain-song. 

SPIRITISM E. 

It cannot be too forcibly reali!<ed that Spintisme is 
not Spiritualism, and that the R&-uue Spirite is in no 
sense the French equivalent of Light. It is the organ 
.of the school of Allan Kardec, the school that holds 
fhe theory of Re-incarnation, not as copied from Bud­
dhism, but as " specially revealed" to a little group of 
inquirers about the middle of this century. 

Allan Kardec, M. Leymarie tells me, was not the 
prophet of the group, as one might suppose from the 
prominence of his name, but the one who brought 
their theories to a system, who organized a method of 
presenting their ''revelations '' to the world. 

\Ve found his successor, M. Leymarie, the present 
edito; of. the Rlvue Sjn'rite, in a charming sa/ott 
openmg dtrectly on to a garden, surrounded by evi· 
dences of his love for art, flowers, animals, and little 
children-best of all possible letters of introduction. 
"Petites Ames qui .s'~voluen~," he called the sparrows 
for whom be had JUst provtded food and drink. He 
told us the history of ~he mouvemmt sjirite, and 
sketched the theortes whtch are ht<ld by its supporters. 
They seem to be an ecclectic body, of broad views. 
"We hold a part of the truth, of the great whole," said 
M. Leymarie. " In different beliefs you find other 
parts-in uniting in brotherhood only shall we find the 
whole." I asked if, such being their view, they had 
any system of propaganda. "No," he said emphati· 
cally ; "the convert whose conviction is less than abso­
lut.e, brings in t~e wrong spirit, the wrong atmosphere. 
It ts the same wuh s~ances. The public seance is a 
source of evil- we do not • make ' them. If you must 
have a seance, choose four persons-intimate friends, 

members of one family if you can-harmonious. Let 
there be two women (negati\·e) and two men (positive). 
For four days let each address themselves to some 
friend who has gone, and ask for· a ·communication 
which shall teach and elevate-not gratify mere curio­
sity or advise about every-day matters. Let there be 
no fifth person, or out of harmony you will produce dis­
harmony by altering the balance and bringing in new 
currents. This, if you must have s~ances." 

I said that personally I could very well do without, 
but that I liked the serious reverence of his point of 
view. 

" Yes," said he, "we want reverence and serious­
ness, but we want also science and a high critical 
standard. Without accuracy of observation and of 
record, without the critical sense which arranfes and 
eliminates, we are inharmonious and confused.' 

THE SCIENTIFIC ASPECT. 

One cannot but wish that such sentiments were more 
common among English inquirer~, that one were: not in 
England limited to the Society for Psychical Research 
or nothing, if one would maintain the critical attitude, 
the only attitude possible to the. thoughtful and t~e 
logical at the present stage of our Ignorance of psychic 
subjects. 

"Your Society is pedantic perhaps, pedagogic per­
haps," a Pari& savant said to me the other day: "but 
without the Inquisition we should not have kept the 
faith ! " I recounted certain tedious fires through 
which I had myself passed as a witness, and in allu­
sion to the effects upon others of certain experiences in 
which I had been personally interested, my friend 
reminded me, laughing, that "the blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the Church." 

The talk of ~cience, in many cases, the utilisation of 
the methods of Science, in this connection, in Paris, is 
possibly, in some degree, the reaction from ~rench 
emotionalism. As a listener while any theory 1s put 
forward, any well-evidenced experience related, the 
French savant is the most sympathetic, the most 
frankly interested ima~inable. He seizes the points, 
be asks questions which show that he enters into the 
spirit of what you say, in a fashion that would take an 
average Englishman a week. Then comes the reverse 
side, the reaction ; the welcome and always courteous, 
" Pardonez-moi, si je cherche des objections.'' Criti­
cism is always a higher compliment than mere idle assent 
in that it assumes that y<~u are prepared to meet it. 

There is, of course, no greater representative of 
criticism in this direction than Dr. Charles Richet. It 
was my privilege to share in his investigation of Mrs. 
Piper, and I know something of his methods and his 
entire open-mindedn·ess in inquiry. I have had lately 
in Paris valued opportunities of discussing recent 
developments of Psychical Research with M. Richet, 
and only wish, as no doubt do others, that it were pos­
sible for him to take an even more active share in the 
work of our society. It will be remembered that his 
hospitality and initiation made possible the first inves­
tigation of Eusapia Paladino, and that he took an 
active part in the reception of Mrs. Piper at Cambridge. 
Moreover, his name is a valued ornament to our list of 
Corresponding Members, but it would be a bright day 
for the Society for Psychical Research if it were 
feasible to ,add the name of Richet to a list of Vice­
Presidents, which requires reinforcement, or a Council, 
which would cordially accept the help of a judgment at 
once so liberal and so calm. It can &urely be only a 

Digitized byGoogle 



WITH THE BORDERLANDERS OF PARIS. 15 

question of nationaliry or geographical distance that 
M. Richet is nQt already numbered in o~r.anqals with 
such men of science as Lord Rayleigh, Profeseor Crooks, 
Professor· Oliver Lodge and Professor \Vallace. 

THE ORGAN OF PSYCHIC SCIKSCE. 
Talking of science in this connection, the .A.nnales 

des Sciences Psyckiques occupies a position of special 
interest in Psychical research. It is more fastidious 
than BORDERLASD, less so than the Proceedings of the 
Society for Psychical Research, while it selects from 
both. 

One has to come to Paris to observe that there is 
more than the difference of nationality between Light, 
Lucifer, and BoRDEkLAND on the one hand, and the 
Revue Spirite, Le Lotus Eleu, and .A.nnales Psy­
ckiques on the other. The group of thinkers represented 
by this admirable journal continued the investigation of 
Eusapia after Cambridge had abandoned it as wholly 
futile ; they hav~ had patience with the very mixed and 
inconclusive phenomena of Mdlle. Couedon ; and they 
have not even drawn the line at the Sisters Bangs. 
They cannot be accused of prejudice or want of liberality 
of view. At the same time their general tendency is 
towards caution and critical accuracy ; they realise that 
even from a medium who cheats, a seer whose pheno­
mena are not always susceptible of evidence, an ex­
perience which is exaggerated and narrated with parti 
pris, th~re may be, !leve~heless, much to learn. M. 
Danex.ls very happy m h1s collaborators, with most of 
whom 1.t has been my good fortune to discuss many 
iater~stmg phenomena, always with the conviction that 
even when we differed as to details, their point of view 
was always that of " culture," sincerity, and the desire 
for truth. 

THOUGHT PHClTOGkAPHY. 
Readers of BOkDEil.LAND may remember a review, 

published last July, of M. Baraduc's book on thou~ht 
photography. It is understood that he is still carrymg 
on these exp~riments wrth a view to greater certainty 
and better evidence. His entire sincerity and desire 
for tr!ltb l have never heard called in question, but many 
w.ho mterest themselves deeply in all experiments of the 
kmd, have regretted that his conclusions were somewhat 
premature, Great desire, however, is expressed in all 
q~arters for ~ncouraging experiments of this and similar 
kinds, an~ 1t has been my good fortune to assist at 
some earned out by a man highly distinguished in tech­
nical science, which go further, not only as to results, 
but as. to extreme care in every part of the rrocess, than 
anyth~ng I have yet seen or heard of. have myself 
expenmented considerably since the publication of Dr. 
Baraduc's volume, with the conclusion that such experi­
ments co~ld only be ?f value at the hands of a practical 
man of sc1ence. Th1s very day, however, I have wit­
nes~d a process,. which, for care in every detail, leaves 
nothmg to be des1red ; but the savant, in whose labor­
atory the experiments were made, has far too much 
scientific caution to risk a premature conclusion and it 
is, of course, not for me to forestall the public~tion of 
his methods and results. 

PSYCHIC HEALING. 
~alf a dozen different friends, knowing of my visit to 

Pa!ls, ~ave been good enough to send me notice of an 
.art1cle.m the Globe of Saturday, December 26th, giving 
a d~ta1led account of '' psychic healing" to be seen in 
Par1s. 

Paris, of all places, knows the value of psychic heal­
ing. From the time of Mesmer down to the hour of the 
opening of . Dr: Berillon's dispensary this morning, 
there have been large numbers of French men and 
women ready to receive, and to profit by, methods of 
this kind. One is not astonished, therefore, to read such 
an account as the following :-

The Zouave Jacob, who made himself so famous many years 
ago by the miraculous cures he pretended to work on suffering 
humanitv, and who is still living in some out-of-the-way comer 
of Paris: bas found a rival who goes by the name of Pere Jour­
dain. He resides on the heights of Montmartre, where the 
inhabitants are full of his miracles, which are said to ha,·e done 
everything, !laVe that of turning a wooden leg into flesh and bone, 
but 11 will probably come to that ere long. On arriving at the 
house, we are Ullbered into what is called the " Salle des 
S~ances," which is a dark room on the ground floor. Round it 
are arranged a series of fonns, with a sto,·e in the centre. These 
are the only apparatus that P~re Jourdain makes use of in his 
performances; they are certainly not calculated to strike the 
Imagination of the patients. On the walls are a crucifix, and 
notices reconnnending silence during the operation or announcing 
the hours of the sittings. At this moment there were se.-eral sick 
men and women in the room waiting to undergo the operation. 
Pere Jourdain, it appears, does not pretend to cure everybody. 
All be can do is to expel the evil spirit, release the patient from 
its baneful effects, and thus render him strong and healthy. The 
spirit, however, is often rebellious. 

Perc Jourdain was perfectly willing to be eltamined. His con­
science was quite at rest, and to respond to our curiosity, he 
spoke in a loud voice before the patients who remained to be 
operated upon. :First of all we were shown the treatment applied 
to a tall tbm young man, whose malady nobody seemed to know, 
but that was of little con~uenee, seeing that the object aimed 
at was to expel the e\il spint. Pere Jourdain stood erect in front 
of the patient, who remamed ~till and motion)e!oS on a fonn with 
his back against the wall. The operator first of all looked 
straight into his eye~; then he touched his forehead, and made 
mysterious signs; and finally, witbdra~ing a few steps, he held 
out his long anns towards him. It was at this moment that Pere 
Jourdain resorted to his great "coup"; with his am1s extended, 
and his hands open, he passed his " magnetic fluid " oYer the 
.body of the young man, as if he was rubbing it. This perform­
ance wa~ repeated se\"eral times. He then puffed some•more 
"fluid" into the face of the patient, and the o\-.eration termi­
nated, ha,ing lasted fi,·e minutes. "Do you fee better, young 
man?" he asked. " Yes, I think I do," was the answer. "Then 
come again to-morrow," said the ma~etiser. · 

P~re Jourdain next turned towards us. He is a man of fifty, 
and has a most intelligent hea<l. \\' ith his rough features, long 
beard, and meditati\"e mien. he resembles some old prophet of 
ancient times. .. There haYe been so many stupid things said 
about me," he remarked, •• that I am happy to ha'"e the oppor­
tunity to tell you who I am and what I do. :First of all, I can 
neither read nor \\"rile, and cannot e\·en distinguish the name of 
a street. Consequently I have learned nothing from boob. It 
is a gift I ha,·e, and which is within me, to cure others. \\'here 
does this gift come from? I do not' know. I <lisco\"ered it at 
Chelles, in the Seine-et.:\Iame, while I was working there as a 
woodman. One day I came across a sick man ; I looked into his 
face, and he became better. Many persons were cured after I had 
touched them. As I had made so many miracles at Chelles, I 
determined to come to Paris. This was fifteen years ago, and 
since then I have magnetised and cured hundreds of sick people 
who have despaired of reco\·ery. 'Vhen I arri'·ed in Paris, I had 
some money of my own. It was therefore not a profession that 
I wished to follow, but only to make use of my ' fluid ' to heal 
others. To do good was my only object. At the beginning I 
had only a few patients, and they were chiefly neighbours, but 
gradually the whole of the district knew me; sick persons of all 
ranks in society came to see me, and to· day they may be num­
bered by thousands. I can flatter myself that I ha,•e cured 6o,ooo 
patients. You ha,·e just seen how I operate. I may add that 
sometimes I magnetise sugar for those who ~ too sick to come 
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to me. A sdlall vase of pieces of su~ar is brought to me ; I pass 
my ftuid over the sugar, and then it ts eaten by the patients, who 
ofien get cured by it." 

No one who has studied the value of suggestion can 
doubt that there is probably a certain, even let us say 
a considerable, amount of truth in this story. The 
spontaneous cure of nervous diseases is a fact with 
which Lourdes and Holywell, and many less creditable, 
but, Q~Werthdess, credible experiences, have made us 
familiar ; and of which the discovery of the power of 
suggestion offers us, in considerable degree, an ex­
planation. 1 had, therefore, everr, desire to interview 
Pere Jourdain-though why "Pere '1 fail to understand, 
seeing that be i'l a peasant and not a priest. 

It is a curious illustration of the extraordinary lack of 
balance, of relation, so to speak, of the information with 
which the foreign correspondent supplies us. that we 
could find no one in Paris who had ever heard of Pere 
Jourdain. 1 asked various persons in a large gathering 
of those interested in psychic phenomena ; I asked 
doctors, journalists, police ; 1 asked the biggest gossip 
I know in Paris, but could hear nothing of Pere 
Jourdain. 

" But these charlatans find themselves at all comers 
of the street.'' said my friends; and, in truth, especially 
during the holiday ttme at the beginning of the year, 
'' at all corners," in the open spaces about statues, 
wherever the police permitted such gatherings for the 
moment. one observed men and women grouped around 
the vendors of quack medicines, who shouted and 
screamed the advant'l~es of pills and lotions, after a 
fashion calculated, like many English advertisements, 
to suggest disease sufficient to fill every hospital in 
Paris. 

Next we pilgrimaged away and away up to the hill of 
Montmartre. The fiacre is not adapted for long dis­
tances, and the Montmartre end of Paris is not aristo­
cratic, and knows nothing yet of wooden pavement. 

Rattle their bones 
Over the stones, 
Only des Anctaises 
Whom nobody owns ! 

India-rubber tyre•, or less frequent interruption of tram­
way lines, might have made us more kindly in our 
criticism. As it was, we thought the expensive nf'w 
church, the national vow so glorious in idea, terribly 
like a railway station, and the "Adeste Fideles" at 
Vespers terribly out of tune. 

\Vhat is more, we never found Pere lourdain. That 
is four days ago, and none of the many riends who have 
promised to gd his address for us, have achieved its 
discov.-ry. To the correspondent of the Globe be the 
sole honour. 

THE PARIS 1\IEDJUM, 

Just as the occult and psychic journals of Paris have 
their special differences, so the Paris medium has a 
cachet of her own. I ha\·e seen three, but they have 
like their sisters in London, so btrong a family likeness' 
that the description of one will !>uffice. ' 

She hves, naturally, in a quartier bourgeois; one does 
not expect to find a profes~ional medium about Hyde 
Park. One makes the weary ascent of an exquisitely 
clean staircase, having ascertained that she is at home 
from a conci.-rge to whose cat or birds, as the case 
may be, one offers civilities. 

1he clanvo}ante opens the door herself; there is no 
slavey, smart as to cap and apron, doubtful as to shoes. 

She is matronly, her French is excellent, her manners 
pe]'fect. She is dressed after the fashion of her class, 
she is self-respecting and not a "lidy." She wears a 
neat black dress and shawl, and a daintily clean cap. 
She ushers you into her waiting room. and begs you to 
give yourself the trouble to be seated. She will be 
ready f•1r you in an hour, in half an hour, what wi,J you. 
There are many other per:>ons waiting, but for ladies so 
bien mise she will do all that is possible~ We wait 
half an hour in a small room which has two windows 
and six doors, a table, two mirrors, six chairs (machine­
carved after a night-mare dream of Gothic architecture), 
a lamp that smells, a floor that shines, a faureuil which 
defies the human anatomy. There are no antima­
cassars, no "ornaments," no Japanese fans, no re­
miniscences of Irish stew and stale tobacco; order and 
cleanliness can no further go. 

She enters. What will we pay? We'll pay for the 
whole bag of tricks we say, only by the time we have 
got that sentiment into French we have become involved 
in exaggerated compliment. Shall she begin with the 
demoiselle to right ? By all means. In a moment we 
have, on the table, Tarot cards, /e grandjeu, the little 
game, a magnifying glass for inspecting the lines of the 
hand, two basins containing coffee grounds ; all are 
used in turn. 

"The demoiselle to right has ancestors?" (she ad­
mits it). "Ancestry very noble, all that there is of the 
most elevated. She deserves a far more exalted posi­
tion than she at present occupies." (She does not deny 
it.) "She has an enemy, a friend; she will have a 
letter; she has bad perplexities connected with a piece 
of paper; she must tranquillise herself, all will come 
right. Is it not that this is true ? " (She admits that it 
is all true though not greatly surprisin~). "Ah, but 
here is a monsieur ! how he .is comme il faut I He has 
the hat of a general," not that she knows the English 
costumes, he may be in the administration, it is cer­
tain he is of the most noble. He has had one wife, but 
Mlle. is, &c., &c. He is older than she, between two 
ages, old and young. He has a child, even perhaps 
two, sons, or it may be daughters. 

"The dot o( Mlle. is, of course, all that is desir­
able, bnt that makes nothing to him who has the 
millions." 

"Only miserable francs," says the demoiselle to left, 
enviously. They begin to translate the miserable ten­
pences, but their attention returns to Mme., who is 
promising horses of the most magnificent. The demoi­
selle to right thinks here is something worth having, 
and grooms and stables are thrown in with a liberal 
hand. 

Mlle. can stand no more, for the present, of such 
intoxicating luxuries, and she descPnds to definite 
questions of this week and last, of events of this year 
and next. 

There is never one moment's hesitation as to reply. 
We go from cards to coffee grains, from the Tarot to the 
palm of the hand-certainly, she gives plenty for the 
money! 

It has been agreed that while one of us should be 
sympathetic, responsive to fishing, moderately readY. to 
accept hints, the other shall be stolid and mute. l he 
other has a fortune far more varied. She makes up in 
quantity what she lacks in quality. She has no mon­
sieur of the most distinguished, but she balances him 
with five more ordinary. They are tall and short, fat 
and lean, a doctor, an author, an artist, a man of 
affairs, a man of no profession. She, too, has a letter, 

Digitized by Google 



WITH THE BORDERLANDERS OF PARIS. I 7 

.1\ paper, a journey, treachery in her O'!\'D family, a 
faitbful friend, she is going to take cold, and so on. 

One of us speaks English and French with e.9ual 
facility. Mme. does not commit herself to the nation­
ality of her surroundings. 

On our way home we discuss the phenomena, and I 
subsequently note down cu interesting or suggestive-

!. That though one cannot say that Mme. is in 
any degree entranced, she, nevertheless, shows e,a­
dences of e.zaltation. She declaims our fate in a 
monotonous voice, and in language far superior to that 
of her ordinary conversation. If we interrupt there is a 
definite pause, while she seems to recover herself. 

2. That while therewas no doubt abundant" fishing," 
as usual, there was also evidence of thought trans­
ference forwbich no fishin~ could account. For example, 
this sort of thing occurred frequently : Madame takes up 
a card. 

'' Here is a lady with fair hair, waved in front. She 
lives in lour house." By way of experiment one of us 
thinks o a lady with fair ha1r waved, but who does not 
live in her house, and she is correctly described in detail. 

The demoiselle to whom is assigned the general who 
may be a civilian and most likely a peer, is told that he 
has an invalid child. She thinks of a delicate boy of 
her acquaintance, the child becomes a boy, and his ail­
ments are described in accurate detail. 

Again, one of us asks for some definite fact in past or 
future. Madame seizes the hand of Mademoiselle, and 
at once " perceives " that the current of her whole life 
has been changed by the sudden death of a near friend ; 
" an event such as happens but once in a lifetime," 
she asserts, which is true. 

" There is also another death which approaches, a 
person very old, a Monsieur. He does not suffer, be 
dies because he is ao old, an ecclesiatic high-placed. 
His death will again make change of r.lace, all a 
removal. You will be much happier, you wtll no longer 
remove yourself so frequently" -all of which is also 
highly probable. 

J. I observed her carefully when she had the cards, 
or the coffee grains, as the case might be, in front of 
her. Her eyes were fixed, she saw nothing, they were 
merely dramatic accessories. While the Tarot cards 
were spread out she of course handled and moved them 

THE "LIBRAIRE SPIRITE" IN PARIS. 

Those wio are accustomed to get their foreign books 
and magazines at the Libraire Spirite des Sciences 
Psychiques will thank us for pointing out the change of 
address to 421 Rue Saint-Jacques, near the Sorbonne. 

NEW PERIODICALS OF OCCULT RESEARCH, 

Magazines increase and multiply. This quarter has 
produced the first number of Le Bulletin de Ia F!dlra­
lion Spi'rite Univerulle, which is to be issued every 
three months to members of that body. 

L'Isis Mot/erne, the first copy of which appeared in 
October, is liberal in its tendencies. It opens with a 
paper by the Swami Vivekananda, ''On the Ideal of a 
Universal Religion," a second article, by M. Jules Bois, 

about, but she merely or mainly repeated what had 
already been sug~ested. So far as she was in any degree 
a Seer, her powers appeared to be intuitive, to follow no 
mere arbitrary rules of palmistry or divination. 

4· There was no talk of " spirits.'' I asked definitely 
how she received her information, was it from l'au dela .:> 
"Mais non," she said decidedly; "seulement je me 
trouve parfois lucide." 

Of physical phenomena, materialisations and the like, 
they seemed to know nothing. 

" But that is the foolishness that the Americans 
make," said one, and I was snubbed into silence. 

Probabl.y we could have done the thing cheaper at a 
country fair, but it gave one a good deal to think about ! 
The mediums were very expensive but they were clean 
and decent, like a good deal else in Paris. One pays 
the more willingly when one's senses are not offended. 

THE HIGHER IDEAL. 

After all, as a friend said to me the other day, the 
study of the mere HOW in these things, is after all a 
study of classifications only, of the same genre with 

· conchology or postage s~mps, more or less barren of 
value unless it leads somehow to a knowledge of the 
WHY. This is perhaps not the place for discussion of 
this side of the question, all the less because the writer, 
like the/reacher, bas, for the moment, the pulpit to him­
self, an after all the lesson to be learnt, the truth to be 
told, is personal to the mind that thinks it. 

Paris, which gives us much else, gives us also those 
who think aeriously on the human and super-human side 
of what, to the less serious, may be solely the super­
normal or even the super-aatural. The memory of what 
one learns from discussion with such as these, is like 
other spiritual experience, " nothing to speak of." · 

Much of it has been given to us in a form which, like 
the utterance of ancient wisdom, has no meaning except 
for those who speak its language. To such the pictures 
of the great French painter ·Tissot, may tell even in 
crowded Bond Street some of those things which, aL 
another great artist has said, 

'Tis we musicians know.'' 
X. 

is on" Modem Spiritualism," a third writer deals with 
"The Kabbala,' an American J ud~e revives the old 
story of Mary Fancher, and it fin1shes up with the 
analysis of two articles, one by Mrs. Besant and another 
by Professor Max 1\rliiller. 

The Rl!f!Ue ScientijitJIU et Morale tie Spirili.rme, 
though in its fifth number, is new to most of us. It is 
one of the best of its class, and is issued, in Paris, in 
the middle of the month. The decoration of the cover 
suggests that it is inspired by the shade of Allan 
Kardac. Tkeosopkia is the new organ of the Theo­
sophical movement in Sweden. 

On January ut, 1897, there began to appear at 
Leipzig a monthly " Theosophical Review," in German 
(" Theosophische Rundschau " ) in connection with 
"Lotusbliithen,'' published by W. Friedrich. 
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BJURUEL SWBDDBORG. ,.._ __ 

'I:II'E who exclaimed, "Cogilo, ~rgo sum," had been 
~ fifty-four years dead. The night of the century 

of " no faith " was already starred by Sir Isaac 
Newton and Leibnitz; Christian Wolf was hardly yet at 
school, when young Swedberg appeared upon the scene. 
Voltaire, Rousseau, Kant, and Fichte were yet to come. 
Belief in the Invisible was at its lowest ebb ; the '' Ever­
lasting No" had obscured the heavens with wide-spread 
sable wings ; and the forces were hiddenly preparing 
what culminated in the French Revolution and the 
deposition of the Christian religion. 

HIS YOUTH. 

Son of the ''good Bishop Swedberg," young Emanuel 
received an excellent religious and secular education ; 
studied with brilliant success at the University ofUpsal, 
and travelled abroad for four years before settling in 
Sweden as Assessor of the Metallic College, an-office 
held by him for thirty-one years. He enjoyed frequent 
intercourse and personal fnendship with Charles XII. of 
Sweden ; and was held in universal esteem for his 
profound learning. 

Writi.ng to a friend, he says:-
I resigned it [the Assessorship J ; but I still retained the sal~ 

annexed to it, as an appointment for life. ~ly sole view in thJS 
resignation was, that I might be more at liberty to devote myself 
to that new functi<lll to which the Lord has catted me. On my 
resigning my office, a higher degree of rank was offered me: 
but this I utterly declined, lest it should be the occasion of in~pir· 
ing me with pride. In 1719, I was ennobled by Queen Ulrica 
Eleonora, and named Sw~tienbor~, from whith time I have taken 
my seat with the Nobles of the uestrian Order in the Trien­
nial Assemblies of the States of t e Realm. I am a Fellow, by 
invitation. of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm; but 
I have never sought admission into any other literary society, as I 
belong to an angelic society, wherein things relating to heaven 
and the soul are the only subjects of discourse and entertainment; 
whereas the things which occupy the attention of our literary 
societies are such as relate to the world and the body. • • • I live, 
besides, on term& of familiarity and friendship with all the bishops 
of my country, who are ten in number; all aiJ.o with the sixteen 
Senators, and the rest of the Nobility ; for they know that I am 
in fellowship with angels. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

The following excerpt from the oration delivered in 
the Swedish Academr of Sciences, by the Chevalier de 
Sandel, on the occas1on of Swedenborg's death, shows 
at once the position he held in the estimation of his 
learned peers and colleagues :-

Represent to yourseh·es in Swedenborg the happy union of a 
strong memory, a quick perception, and a sound judgment: 
represent to yourselves these excellent qualities united to an 
ardent desire and encouraging hope of acquiring the most pro· 
found attainments in Philosophy, in all tlie branches of Mathe­
matics, in Natural History, in Mechanics, in Anatomy, and 
even in Theology ; let ns not forget his skill in the Oriental and 
~ur?pean languages; let us recollect the force of habit, acting 
10 him in concert will the use of reason, especially in respect to 
the order in which he ammged his thoughts • . • • ; add to all this 
an excellent heart, as proved and formed by the rules which be 
had prescribed foP his conduct, and wbicb I have found noted 
down in several of his manuscripts ; which are these : 1. Often 
to.read and meditate on the word of God. 2. To submit_evCtf· 
thmg to the will of the Divine Providence. 3· To observe m 

e\·erything a propriety of behaviour, and always to keep the wn· 
science clear. 4· To discharge with fidelity the functions of his 
employment and the duties of his office, and to render himself in 
all things useful to society. Such were the characteristic traits 
of Swedenborg's mind; and whoever thinks there is the least 
exaggeration in the delineation of them, must, in some ;hape or 
other. be the victim of prejudice • . . • ·where others 
would have discovered a deficiency of intelligence and a confusion 
of ideas, Swedenborg bas db'}>layed an astonishing assemblage 
of Knowledge; which he bas arranged, according to his system, 
in such order, that the elements themselves would have 'trin·n 
in vain to tum him out of his course. 

HIS PURPOSE. 

It is not our place to take even a passing glimpse at 
the wells of science and philosophy at which this 
eminent scholar drank so deeply. He who, by sheer 
reason, could accurately locate our solar system in the 
milky. way; who could make anatomical discoveries 
of which many a modem surgeon would be proud ; 
whose skill conveyed a heavily laden vessel fourteen 
miles overland ; who discovered the science of crystnlo· 
graphy; whose care, method, and calm reason arc 
apparent in every page of his monumental writin2's ; 
would surely mould his life upon a purpose. \Vindmg 
tortuously through all his studies and investigations, we 
find a definite aim which he consistently followed with 
all the strength of a trained intellect. He went in quest 
of the soul. To find the soul he wielded the scalpel in 
Holland under the best anatomists of the day ; and 
ransacked the philosoyhers from Plato to Descartes. 
In vain. Knowledge o the soul can come only through 
revelation ; and to this earnest searcher the revelation 
was vouchsafed. 

WAS HE MAD t TESTIMONY OF COUNT H6PKEN. 

In answer to enquiries regarding Swedenborg, Count 
HOpken, one of the founders of the Swedish Royal 
Academy, wrote to General Tuxen :-

I have not only known him these two and forty years, but also 
some time since daily frequented his company. .A man who, like 
me, has lived long 10 the world, and e\·en in an extensive career 
of life, must have had numerous opportunities of knowing men 
as to their virtues and vices ; but I do not recollect ever to ba'·e 
known a man of more uniformly virtuous character than 
Swedenborg. He was always contented, and never fretful and 
morose, although throughout his life his soul was occupied with 
sublime thoughts and speculations. He was a true philosopher 
and lived like one. He was gifted with a most happy genius, 
and a fitness for every science; which made him shine in all that 
he pursued. • • • He possessed a sound judgment upon all 
occasions : he saw everything clearly, and expressed himself well 
on every subject. The most solid memorials and the best penned, 
at the Diet of 1 ;61, on matters of finance, were pr~ented by 
him. • . • He mi~;bt, with or without reason (which I do not 
venture to detemune) be accused of having given a warm 
imagination too free play in his re\•elations; but, for my part, I 
have nothing on which I could found this conclusion. • • • He 
assured me, on his hopes of salvation, " that no imagination 
produced in him his revelations, which were true, and from what 
he bad heard and seen!" It may be so; the church cannot judge 
of mysteries ; nor can I . 

HIS OWN DECLARATION. 
In the early pages of his Arcana Ccr/eslia Sweden-

borg wrote- G I 
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I am well aware that many persons will insist that it is im­
possible for anyone to converse with spirits and angels during his 
life in the body: many, that such intercourse must be mere fancy 
and illusion ; some, that I have invented such relations in order 
to gain credit ; whilst others will make other objections; for all 
these however I care not, since I have seen, heard, and bad sensible 
experience of what I am about to declare. Man is created by 
the Lord, so that during his life in the body, he is capable of 
conversing with spirits and angels, as indeed occurred in the 
most ancient times; for being a spirit clothed with a body, he is 
one with them. But, because in process of time, mankind so 
immersed themselves in corporeal and worldly things, caring for 
almost nothing else, the way to effect thiS became closed ; 
nevertheless, it is again opened as soon as bodily things are 
removed, and then man is introduced amongst spirits, and 
associates \\ith them. 

Here is calm foresight and clear rational statement, 
which, if indicative of madness, is at least as acceptable 
as much that is termed sanity. 

TESTIMONY OF THE SHEARSMITHS. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shearsmith, at whose house in London 

Sweden borg died, to rebut a malicious report concerning 
him, made an affidavit before the Lord Mayor, dated 
November znd, 1785, to the effect "that he enjoyed a 
sound mind, memory, and underRtanding, to the last 
hour of his life." 

I.-SOME "BORDERLAND" EXPERIENCES. 
A FIRE AT STOCKHOLM. 

Kant, the philosopher, wrote to an enquiring lady of 
quality thus :-

The following occurrence appears to me to ba\"e the greatest 
weight of proof, and to set the assertion respecting Sweden­
borg's extraordinary gift out of aU possibility of doubt. In the 
year 1j56, when M. De Swedenborg, towards the end of Sep­
tember, on Saturday at four o'clock P.M., arrh·ed at Gothenburg 
from England, Mr. William Castel invited him to his house, 
together \\ith a party of fifteen persons. About six o'clock M. 
De Swedenborg went out, and, after a short interval, returned to 
the company, quite pale and alarmed. He said that a dangerous 
fire had JUSt broken out in Stockholm, at the Sudermalm (Got hen· 
burg is about fifty miles from Stockholm), and that it was 
spreading ,·ery fast. He was restless, and went out often. He 
~aid the house of one of his friends, whom he named, was 
already in ashes, and that his own was in danger. At eight 
o'clock, after he bad been out again, he joyfully exclaimed, 
"Thank God ! the fire is extinguished, the th1rd door from my 
house! " This news occasioned great commotion through the 
whole city, and particularly among the ccmpany in which he was. 
It was announced to the governor the same evening. On the 
Sunday morning, Swedenborg was sent for by the governor, who 
questioned him concerning the disaster. Swedenborg des­
cribed the fire/recisely; bow it had begun, in what manner it 
had ceased, an how long it had continued .•.. On Monday 
evening a messenger arri,·ed at Gothenburg, who was despatched 
duriBg the time of the fire. In the letters brought by him, the 
fire was described precisely in the manner stated by Sweden­
borg. On the Tuesday morning the royal courier arnved at the 
governor's with the melancholy intelligence of the fire, of the loss 
which it had occasioned, and of the houses it had damaged and 
ruined, not in the least differing from that which Swedenborg 
had given immediately it had ceased ; for the fire was extin­
guished at eight o'clock. 

\Vhat can be brought forward against the authenticity of this 
occurrence? My friend who wrote this to me has not only ex­
amined the circumstances of this extraordinary case at Stock­
holm, but also, about two months ago, at Gothenburg, where he 
is acquainted with the most respectable houses, and where be 
could obtain the most authentic and complete information, as 
the greatest part of the inhabitants, who arc still alive, were 
witnesses to the memorable occurrence. . 

I am, with profound re\·erence, &c., &c., 
EMAl'iCEL KAl'iT. 

SEER AND QUEEN. 

M. Thiebault, a French savant of the School of 
Voltaire, and Professor in the Royal Academy of Berlin, 
published the following account :-

1 know not on what occasion it was that, conversing one day 
with the queen on the subject of the celebrated 'isionary, 
Swedenborg, we (the members of the Academy) expressed a 
desire-particularly M. Merim and myself-to know what 
opinion was entertained of him in Sweden. I on my part re­
lated what had been told me respecting him by Chamberlain 
d'Hamon, who was still alive, and who had been Ambassador 
fnnn Prussia both to Holland and France. It was " that his 
brother-in-law (the Count de Marteville), Ambassador from Hol­
land to Stockholm, having died suddenl:r., a shopkeeper de­
manded of his widow the payment of a btll for some ar1icles of 
drapery, which she remembered had been paid in her husband's 
lifetime; · that the widow, not being able to find the shopkeeper's 
receipt, had beeu advised to consult with Swedenborg, who, she 
was told, could converse with the dead whenever be pleased ; 
that she accordingly adopted his ad,ice, though she did so less 
from credulity than cunosity, and at the end of a few days, 
Swedenborg mformed her that her deceased husband had taken 
the shopkeeper's receipt for the money on such a day, at such 
an hou, as he wa11 reading such an article in Bayle's Dictionary 
in his cabinet, and that his attention being called immediately 
afterwards to some other concern, he put the receipt into the 
book to mark the place at which he left off, where, in fact, it 
was found at the page described ! " The Queen replied that, 
though she was little disposed to belie\"e in such seeming mira­
cles, she nevertheless bad been willing to put the power of M. 
Sweden borg, with whom she was acquainted, to the proof; that 
she was :previously acquainted with the anecdote I had related, 
and that 1t was one of those that mostly had excited her astonish­
ment, though she had ne\"er taken the pains to ascertain the truth 
of it ; but that M. Swedenborg, ha,ing come one evening to her 
court, she bad taken him aside, and begged him to inform him· 
self of her deceased brother, the Prince Royal of Prussia, what 
he said to her at the moment of her taking leave of him for the 
court of Stockholm. She added that what she had said was of 
a nature to render it impossible that the Prince could ha\"e re­
peated it to any one, nor bad it ever escaped her own lips; that, 
some days after, Swedenborg returned, when she was seated at 
cards, and requested she would give him a private audience, to 
which she replied, be might communicate what be had to say 
before the company; but Sweden borg assured her he could 
not disclose his errand in the presence of witnesses ; that in 
consequence of this intimation the Queen became agitated, 
gave lier cards to another lady, and requested M. De Schwerin 
(who also was present when she related the story to us) to accom­
pany her; that they accordingly went together into another 
apartment, where she posted M. De Schwerin at the door, 
and advanced towards the farthest extremity of it with Sweden­
borg, who said to · her, " You took, madam, your last leave 
of the Prince of Prussia, your late august brother, at Char­
lottenberg, on such a day, and at such an hour of the afternoon ; 
as you were passing afterwards through the long gallery, in tbe 
castle of Charlottenberg, you met him again ; he then took your 
hand, and led/ou to such a window, where you could not be 
overheard, an then said to you these words-." The Queen 
did not repeat the wordg, but she protested to us they were the 
very same her brother bad pronounced, and that she retained the 
most perfect recollection of them. She added, that she nearly 
fainted at the shock she experienced ; and she called on M. De 
Schwerin to answer for the truth of what she had said; who, in 
hi~ laconic style, contented himself with saying, " All you ha,·e 
said, madam, is perfectly true-at least, as far as I am con­
cerned.'' 

WESLEY ASTONISHED. 

While the Rev. John Wesley was ~ng-aged in pre­
paring for his great circuit, in company w1th some other 
preachers, a letter was placed in liis hands, which ran 
thus:- G I 
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" Great Bath Street, Cold Bath Fields. 
"Februa1y, 1772. 

" SUI.,-I have been informed in the world of spirits that you 
have a strong desire to converse with me. I shall be happy to 
see you if you will favour me with a visit. 

" I am, sir, your humble servant, 
"EKAN SWRDENBOI.G." 

Mr. Wesley frankly acknowledged to the company 
that he had been very strongly impressed with a desire 
to see and converse with Swedenborg, and that he had 
never mentioned that desire to anyone. He wrote for 
answer that he was then closely occupied in preparing 
for a six months' journey, but would wait upon Sweden· 
borg soon after his return to London. The Seer replied 
that the visit proposed would be too late, as he, Sweden­
borg, would go into the world of spirits on the 29th day 
of the next month, never more to return. The prophecy 
was fulfilled, and the two eminent theologians never met 
on earth. 

The foregoing well-attested facts, sufficiently astound­
ing in a century so slightly acquainted with the pheno­
mena of the Borderland, are clear evidence of the 
possession by Swedenborg of powers at least equal to 
those of the best clairvoyants of our own period. Taken 
together with his vast intellectual attainments, and with 
psychical experiences and investigations extending over 
a period of twenty-AiDe rears, they entitle him to a 
respectful and thoughtfu hearing. Yet, although so 
well arranged, so voluminous is his spiritual \)hilosophy1 
and so extensive are his records of spintual-worla 
experience that it is impossible to do them full justice 
within the limits of this brief sketch. 

11.-AN OUTLINE OF HIS TEACHING. 
TRANSITION. 

While fulfiHing the duties of the Assessorship of 
Mines, and sharing in the government of his country, 
Swedenborg's urgent mind was pressing onwards step 
by step towards the Invisible. In 1741 he wrote his 
Clavis Hierog/ypllica, in which he propo•·nded and 
proved the law of correspondence existing between 
natural and spiritual things. The same year saw his 
Intercourse !Jeh«en Ike SouJ and the Body, which 
discarded the doctrines of " Physical Influx'' and 
"Pre-established Hannooy," and accepted the on7, 
possible alternative doctrine of "Spiritual Influx. ' 
Matter, he taught, was the subject of "extension" ; 
spirit, the subject of " impletion." Spirit in-fills-flows 
into matter, and gives it the appearance of vitality. The 
laws of the spiritual world were already filtering through 
into his mind. But influx of spirit into matter spells 
involution, and involution in its tum means evolution ; 
hence his volume on Tke Worship anti Lwe of God, a 
prose poem, the autumnal expression of his entire 
previous work, and a forecast of a philosophy the ex­
ternal side of which has been developed by Darwin, 
Wallace, and Dnrmmond. From physical studies he 
had advanced to the very threshold of the Unseen, and 
could take no further step apart from open vision. 

THE CALL. 
In a letter to his friend, the Rev. T. Hartley, Sweden­

borg wrote-
I have been called to a holy office by the Lord Himself, who 

most graciously manifested himself in pen;on to me, his servant, 
in the year 1743; when he opened my sight to the view of the 
spiritiUI world, and granted me the privilege of conversing with 
spirits and angels, which I enjoy to this day. 

Speaking of his wonderful " Memorable Relations," 
he wrote in 1768 : 

I solemnly declare they are not fictions, but were truly done 
and seen; and that I saw them, not in any state of the mind 
asleep, but in a perfect state of wakefulness ; for it has pleased 
the Lord to manifest Him!IC!f to me, and to send me to teach the 
things relating to the New Church (Dispensation], which is 
meant by the new Jerusalem in the Revelation: for which pur· 
pose he has opened the interiors of my mind and spirit ; by vir­
tue of which privilege it bas been granted me to be in the 
spiritual world with angels, and at the same time in the natural 
world with men, and this now for twenty-five years! 

HOW POSSIBLE-RATIONALE OF CLAIRVOYANCE. 

The form of man's spirit ih the human form • . . • Althou~h 
the spirit is in a human form, it does not appear to mao after tts 
separation from the body, nor is it seen in man whilst living in 
the world, because the eye, the organ of bodily sight, is material: 
but that which is material sees nothing but what is material, and 
that which is spiritual sees what is spiritual ; when, therefore, 
the material principle of the eye is obscured .. :u;1d deprived of 
its co-operation with the spiritual [eye], spirits become visible in 
their own form, which is the human form, not only spirits who 
are in the spiritual world, but also the spirits of men while they 
are alive in the body. 

Thus the gulf between matter and spirit is brid~ed 
over; and the Seer at last treads, with no hesitatmg 
step, the confines of the illimitable world of soul. This 
" Spiritual Columbus " sets out to explore that no longer 
•• undiscovered country" from whose bourne no traveller 
returns," and to re-appear each now and then, laden 
with strange produce of an unfamiliar clime. 

UNIVERSAL-TWO WORLDS. 

There are two worlds, the spiritual and the natural [or physi­
cal]. They are perfectly distinct, and communicate only by 
correspondences [i.e. the law of adaptation to the inftowing of 
force]. Thus, heat in the physical world, corresponds to the 
force of love in the spiritual world ; and light in the physical 
world, corresponds to the force of wdom in the· spiritual 
world. 

Spiritual heat is the force of love ; and spiritual light 
is the force of truth. So every physical object corres· 
ponds with some spiritual princ1ple, which has distinct 
and tangible existence and form in the spiritual world­
a world which is composed of spiritual substances, as the 
physical world is composed of physical substances. 

A RE·DlSCOVERED ORJl. 

While astronomers are searching for a gigantic solar 
centre for the material universe, Swedenborg has 
already taught that all realms, both phfsical and spirit· 
ua1, have their common centre, and a the same time 
their origin, in a vortex of transcendent etheric activity, 
presenting a photosphere in comparison with which that 
of the physical sun is as darkness ; and which may be 
appropriately termed the spiritual sun. It is the first 
expression of the infinite ardency and glor)' of Him 
who, to lzuman beings, must ever be the God-man ; 
the first pulsating and vibrating centre of all finite 
being ; the intensity of Deit:y radiated for creative ends. 
The human mind and spint are subject to changes of 
state, comparable to the altematio~s of ~e~t and cold 
in the body; such cha~~es have thet.r .ongm 1n the rela· 
tion of the human spmt to the spmtual sun, as heat 
and cold in the body depend upon the relationship of 
the latter to the J?hysical sun. Such an explanation of 
mental changes IS si~ple, rati«?nal, and in harm~my (or 
in correspondence) w1th phys1cal laws; and IS well 
worth consideration. Apart from reason, however, 
Swedenborg avers, "That the Lord really appears in 

• Ao, for example, i h)!p,notis , t~<'f&sogle 
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heaven as a Sun, has not only been revealed to me by 
angels, but also on several occasions by actual sight." 
The universe is thus God-centred-a vast Theocosm, in 
which the Eternal is no longer arbitrary governor, but 
Divine-organic heart ; is, in fact, to the universe, as 
the brain to the body, or as the soul to the brain. The 
spiritual sun is not God : it is the " first emanation " 
from God, and the first mediate cause of creation. 

PLANES OF BEING. 

Emanating from the spiritual sun is a radiation of 
force, producing a series of successive planes of life and 
·consciousness ; each successive plane being more inert, 
or less living, than the one before it, until, on the physi­
cal plane the equilibrium between action and resistence 
is attained. Each plane is as a soul or vitalizing prin- · 
ciple to the plane beneath, or external to it. The whole 
spiritual realm is thus contained within the material 
plane or universe, which is the footstool of God, the 
ultimate and resting place of the entire round of being. 
It is to be observed, however, that one plane does not 
merge by thinning or sublimation into the plane above 
it ; just as sublimated water on the physical plane, does 
not become physical ether ; each is discreted from the 
other, as the soul is distinct from the body, or as mind­
substance is different from physical substance. And 
the whole, being a form of the forces of love and wisdom 
emanating from the spiritual sun, and thence from God­
man, is in the widest view, a grand man-the lJfaximus 
Homo. We have thus the following series-

EssENTIAL DEITY. 

Deity as God-Man (The "Lord " ). 
Spiritual Sun. 

I 
Radiating Forces 

of Love and "'isdom. 
Universe. 

1. Plane (Heaven) of Love. 
2. ,. ,. , Intelli­

gence. 
3· Plane (Heaven) of Use. 
4· \Vorld of Spirits (Interme-

diate State. 
5· Interior Natural (astral). 
6. Phvsical Ethers. 
; . Plane of Matter. 

I 

I 
Radiating Forces 

of Love and Wisdom. 
Man. 

1. The Primal Germ (above 
the highest plane of con­
sciousness, and first re­
ceptacle of Spiritual Solar 
radiation.) 

1 2. Receptacle of Love-
,; ~ force. 
.~ } 3· Recep.t_acle of the force 
·-~ of W 1sdom. It 4· Receptacle of Execu-

\ th·e force. 
5· Natural or Common 1\lind 

(Plane of ordinary con· 
sciowmess). 

6. Spiritual Rody. 
; . "Astral" Body. 
8. Physical Body. 

FORMS. 

The heavens as a whole take their form from their 
Divine human cause. They are human because the 
elements which constitute them are human, viz. the 
spiritual forces (love and wisdom), emanating from the 
spiritual sun. Each heaven is a specialised form of 
good and truth ; and each individual angel is a special· 
ised form of the heaven to which he belongs, partaking 
of both its quality and its substance. So also each 
human being on earth is such a form, belonging inte· 
riorly to some heaven, and clothed with substances 
gathered from the lower planes. 

KINGDOMS. 

All life is dual, and pertains specifically to either good 
or truth, heat or light. Hence upon every plane there 
are two kingdoms, the celestial or that which pertains 
to good or love, and the spiritual which pertains to truth 
or wisdom. On the natural plane, we have the solar 
heat and light ; and in man we have love and thought, 
to which correspond in the body the two cerebral hemi­
spheres, the two lungs, arms, and legs ; also the heart in 
relation to the lungs, &c .. &c.; all of which correspond 
to the two kingdoms in heaven, and through them to 
the love and truth, or heat and light, proceeding from 
the spiritual sun. These two kingdoms in their origin 
are the cause of sex, each sex being a specialised form 
of love or of truth, and thus differing as the mind and 
body of man differ from the soul and external form of 
woman. The united action of love and wisdom results 
in the creation of the universe, as on the lowest plane 
the union of sex results in continued creation by repro­
duction. 

CONJI:NCTION OF PLANES, 

This is effected in two ways, or rather by one method 
of which there are two aspects. The one is Influx-the 
inflowing of spiritual spheres or forces from one plane 
to another; the other is the correspondence (adaptation) 
of one plane with another. Says Swedenborg, there 
are two kinds of influx, the one immediate, which pro· 
ceeds unaltered right through creation from the creator 
to matter, comparably as the ether flows through all 
natural substances, from the atmospheric air downwards ; 
the other mediate, which operates upon the minds of 
the dwellers upon any given higher plane, and, modified 
by them, passes on to produce results in the minds of 
those upon the adjacent lower plane. This inftowing, how­
ever, is effected along the line of correspondence. Thus 
where the structures of the physical body are seriously 
injured by disease or accident their corres~ndence with 
spiritual forces is destroyed, and influx etther produces 
no result or excites action which must perforce be irre­
gular ; so also with the mind. Perfection therefore lies 
in correspondence between the planes on the one hand, 
and in the unceasing inflow of life (force) on the other. 
Hence conjunction of man with God results from com­
plete correspondence between the human will and the 
Divine love, between the human understanding and the 
Divine wisdom, and between the human life and the 
Divine operation or providence, for then perfect inftow­
ing of the Divine forces can take place, by virtue of 
which the whole spiritual and mental constitution is 
reduced to a state of order and harmony. Content for 
the present with this brief survey of the mechanism of 
the universe, we pass on to the review of some of the 
more important teachings and experiences of Sweden­
borg in relation to the individual man. 

THE PASSING OYER. 

The inmost communication between the sririt and the body 
exists in the respiration and in the motion o the heart. \Vhen 
these two motions cease, the separation of the spirit from the 
body takes place instantly. As soon as this motion ceases, man 
is resuscitated; i.e., the spirit is withdrawn from the body, and 
is introduced into the spiritual world. The manner in which 
thb is effected ha.~ not only been explained to me, but has been 
demonstrated by actual experience; for I was myself the subject 
of that experiment, in order that I might fully comprehend the 
process. I was brought into a state of insensibility, and thus 
nearly into the state of dying persons, whilst yet the interior life 
and the faculty of thought remained entire, that I might perceive 
and retain in memory the things which hefll me. The res ira-
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lion of the body was almost taken away, while the interior 
respiration, which is that of the spirit, remained. The cardiac 
function of the spirit was instituted through the law of its corre­
spondence with the realm of lo\·e. Angels of that realm were 
also visible; wme at a distance, and two near my head. All 
affection proper to myself was thus taken away, but thought and 
perception still remained. I continued in this state some hours. 
and the spirits who were around me withdrew, supeosing that I 
was dead. I perceived also an aromatic odour, bke that of a 
dead body embalmed, which serves as a protection against evil 
spirits. Then it was given me to perceive most intimately, and 
to feel, that there was a drawing, and, as it were, a pulling out 
of the interiors of my mind, thus of my spirit, from the body; 
and it was told me that this proceeds from the Lord, ami b the 
means by which the resurrection is effected. 

THE SPIRIT•llA.to;0 

That the spirit of a man, after its separation from the body, i~ 
itself a man, and in the form of a man, ha.~ been prO\·ed to me 
by the daily experience of many years; for I have seen, heard, 
and conversed with spirits thousands of times. When man 
dies, and thw. passes out of the natural world into the spiritual, 
he takes with him all things that belong to him as a man, 
except his terrestrial body. He is then in a body as be was 
in the natural world, and to all appearance in the same body, 
since neither touch nor sight can detect any difference [i.t'., 
to those on the same plane]. When spiritual beings touch 
and see spiritu.tl things, the effect is exactly the same to the 
sense, as when natural beings touch and see natural things ; 
and therefore when man first becomes a spirit, he is not aware 
of his decease, and belie\·es that be is still in the body which 
he had when he was in the world. 

A spirit also enjoys every sense, both external and internal, 
which he enjoyed in the world. He ~~c~ as before. He hears 
and ~peaks, ~mell§ and tastes as before ; and when he is 
touched he feels as before. He also lonl!'o, desires, 'lllisbes, 
thinks, reflects, is affected, loves, and wills, as before. 

A SPIRIT'S MEMORY. 

The natural memory also remain§, for spirits retain every­
thing which they had heard, seen, read, thought, in the world 
from earliest infancy to the close of life ; but since the natural 
objects which are remembered cannot be reproduced [under nor· 
mal conditiom] in the spiritual world, they are dormant, as is 
the case with man in thts world when he does not think about 
them. 

There exist conditions, however, under which the 
natural memory can be awakened in the spiritual world. 
For example, a certain person, 
Shortly before his death, de•troyed his neighbour secretly by 
poison; and this crime was thus brought to light. The mur· 
derer appeared to dig a hole in the ground, out of which a man 
came forth like one coming out of a grave, and cried to him, 
" What hast thou done ? " Every particular was then revealed; 
the friendly conversation of the murderer with his \ictim ; how 
he gave him the cup; the train of thoughts which led to the 
murder, and the circumstances which took place afterwards. 
" There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed ; neither 
hid, that shall not be known." 

PROGRESS OF THE SPIRIT·MAN. 

When the spirit first enters the world of •pirits, he retaiM the 
conntenance and tone of voice which he had in the world, be­
cause he is then in an exterior [quasi earthly] state. 

The other-world habits of thought and life have yet 
to be acquired : the man is still but the embodiment of 
what he has felt, thought, done, and aspired to do, on 
earth. This is the first state after death, 

Gradually the countenance is changed. The sub­
stances composing the spiritual body are more plastic 
than those of earth, and more readily yield to the 
moulding influences of the moral and mental nature. 

The man enters into the possession of his real inner 
self; thinks as he feels, and acts as he thinks. Masks, 
artificialities, pretences, and hypocrisies are thrown 
aside-are impossible to be retamed under the pressure 
of the now liberated forces within the soul. The '' rul­
in&" love," whether good or evil, presses to the surface, 
and so re-models the spirit-body that it is no longer the 
image of the earthly shell, but the very expression of 
the man's fundamental desires and asptrations.- This 
is the spirit's second state. · 

The third and final state is when the last vestige of 
inconsistency between the inner man and his outer 
mind and shape has been discarded, the spirit gravi­
tates, by a kind of spiritual '' selection," to the society 
of those constituted like himself, whose loves are his 
loves, whose thoughts are his thoughts, whose modes 
of life are his own. If radically good, i.e., loving good 
aod truth and usefulness, he enters that " heavenly 
society" to which he is exactly adapted ; but if evil, 
i.e., in the love of self, he sinks to some congenial 
society of men whose manhood is inverted, there to 
enter mto the fruition of an evil life. 

The world of spirits into which he enters at death is 
intermediate between the two extremes of humanity com­
monly known as Heaven and Hell. It is the revealin~­
ground-the threshing-Boor on which the grain ts 
separated from the chaff-the scene of the judgment 
which each must undergo. Intermediate between the 
world of spirits and the state of extreme evil is a con­
dition in which they are whose hearts are good, but 
whose intellect has been distorted by persistent adher­
ence to some false system of thought and belief. Such 
persons suffer various troubles and anxieties exactly 
adapted to the restoration of their minds to harmony 
with the laws of spiritual truth-not artificial dogma­
as known to angelic men. 

The last and lowest state is that of confirmed selfish­
ness. And who shall say through what processes of 
disintegration and re-creation they pass, whose inmost 
spirit bas been given over to evil? 

The simple-minded who have merely followed the 
lead of false teachers; that vast multttude who have 
been devoid of opportunity either to receive instruction 
or to appreciate the moral law; the victim& of heredity, 
morally and mentally diseased or atrophied from birth ; 
-all these are breathed upon by the gentle spirit of 
divine manhood, and the dry bones live. 

The laws obtaining in the spiritual world are 
everywhere the laws of spiritual cause and effect: the 
arbitrary, the fictitious, the inappropriate, have no 
existence. The spiritual forces of love and truth 
operate freely in all directions, from the most general 
to the minutest particular ; and produce their unim­
peded and legitimate effect. 

OUR BABIES. PARENTS, TAKE NOTE! 
Was it a devil from the deepest inferno who inspired 

that doctrine about there being '' infants in hell, a span 
long." What says Swedenborg? 

"Be it known, therefore, that t'Voy in(trnt, wheresoever he is 
born-whether within the church or out of it, whether of piou~ 
parents or of wicked parents-is rt'aiud by tht' Lord wlun hr 
diu and is t'ducatt'ti in !r<a~·m." "\\'ben infants die thev are still 
infants in the other life. They possess the same infantile mind, 
the same innocence in ignorance, and the same tenderness in all 
things. The state of infants excels that of all others, because 
they are in innocence, and e\il is not yet rooted in them by actual 
life." "They walk without previous teaching, and speak also." 
" As ~oon as they are raised from the dead, they are carried up 
to heaven, and delivered to the care of wp ffien angels w1.ho, in the 

Digitized by \...:JOOg e 



BORDERLAND. 

life on earth, loved infants tenderly, and at the same time loved 
God: and the infants love them as their own mothers. Every 
mother-angel bas as many infants under her care as she desires 
under the inJiuence of a spiritual maternal affection. 

In due time they are transferred to the care of suitable 
instructors, who train them in such a manner as to call 
forth their native capacity, to implant principles and 
ideas of practical goodness, and to strengthen their 
moral fibre. Living and realistic representations of 
spiritual principles are among the means adopted. They 
become more adult in proportion as they are perfected 
in intelligence and wisdom, and in due time blossom 
forth into beautiful youths and maidens. 

111.-THE PSYCHIC PROPHET OF THE 
MODERN WORLD. 

All the phenomena familiar in the s~ance room of to­
day were experimentally known to Swedenborg, except­
ing, perhaps, materialization, though of the principle in 
which this phenomenon finds its explanation he was 
perfectly cognisant. 

INSPIRATION. 

I have been informed in what manner the Lord spoke wtth 
the prophets, by whom the Word was given. He did not speak 
with them as He did with the ancients, by an infiux of spintual 
light into their interiors, but by spirits who were sent to them, 
whom the Lord filled with Hts aspect, and thus inspired with 
words which they dictated to the prophets. 

By the filling of the spirits with "His aspect,'· we must 
understand the suppression of self-consciousness, or its 
removal to the plane of what we have termed the 
" Primal Germ " of manhood in the individuaL The 
spirit filled with the divine influence from the Lord, 
knows no other than that he is the Lord, and that 
what he speaks is divine ; and this state continues until 
he has delivered his communication. This was not influx 
but dictation. 

TWO KINDS OF VISIONS 

Differin~ from those ordinarily experienced. The first, 
the '' be1ng taken out of the body," is a state between 
sleeping and waking. 

When he is in this state the b"Ubject cannot know but that he 
is fully awake, all his senses being as much awake as in the mo~t 
perfect state of bodily wakefulness, not only those of sight and 
~earing, but that of touch also, which is then more exquisite than 
tn the normal state of wakefulness. In this state spirits and angels 
are seen to the life and are also heard to speak and eYen touched 
-the physical body ceasing to be an obstacle. This is the state 
referred to in 2 Cor. :W. 3· I have been Jet into this state only 
three or four times, that I might know the nature of it. 

The other is the being" carried by the spirit to another 
place." 

Walking through the street ol a city, and through the country 
t:onversing at the same time with spirits, I was not aware but 
that I w~ equally awake and in the enjoyment of my sight, as 
at other tunes, so that I was walking without mistaking my way. 
At the same time I was in . vision, seeing grov~, rivers, palaces, 
buubeS, men, and other obJects. But after walking thus for some 
hours, suddenly I was in bodily vision, and observed that I was 
in another place. While this state continues there is no reflec­
tion on the le!lgth of th~ way, were it even many miles; nor on 
the lapse o~ tune, were It Dlll!IY hours or days; nor is there any 
sen~ of fa!1g:ue; the ~n IS also Jed through ways of which 
he himself 1s Ignorant, until he comes to the place intended. 

SWEDENBOKG'S PSYCHIC STATE. 

Not only the physical body, but the spiritual form also 
has the capacity for breathing-each upon its own plane 
of being. When the spiritual form learns to breathe 
while the man still dwells in the material body, and when 
the eyes of the spirit are opened, he has the power of 
sustaining continuous and extensive intercourse with 
the inhabitants of the spiritual realm. Swedenborg 
records:-

! was first accustomed to this internal breathing in childhood 
while I was saying my morning andevening prayers. . . • . 
Afterwards, also, when heaven was opened to me, so that I could 
speak with spirits, I was so fully introduced into this breathing, 
that for an hour I did not draw any breath (externally). By this 
means it was possible for me to be present with angels and 
spirits. 

From this it is clear that Swedenborg was more than 
an ordinary clairvoyant. The functions of his spiritual 
body w~re so far instituted during his life on earth as to 
render his existence dual. He stood for twenty-nine 
years upon the Borderland, and communicated fully and 
completely at will with either world ; and from that 
vantage ground, could acquire and transmit reliable 
information regarding the laws and~ conditions of the 
spiritual world. 

MEDIUMSHIP. 

Spirits have been allowed to see through my eyes into this 
world, and to see objects as distinctly as myself; and also to 
hear what was said by men speaking with me. It bas several 
times happened that, to their great amazement, they have seen 
through me the friends whom they knew when in the life of the 
body, and desired that I would tell them (the friends) what was 
their conrlition in the spirit world. This, however, I was for­
bidden to do, and for this, besides other rea>ans, that they would 
have said I was out of my senses, or would ha,·e thought that 
what I told them was the invention of a delirious imagination. 
At first the spirits were so astonished at their ability to see 
through me into the world, that they called it a miracle of 
miracles, and were filled with joy that communication was thus 
opened between earth anrl heaven; this delight, 'however, only 
la,led a few months, the t;ung grew familiar to them, and it now 
occasions them no surprise. 

The Seer also relates how spirits were sometimes per­
mitted to write through his hand, but states that he was 
careful to accept nothing upon the mere dictum of either 
spirit or angel. He allowed himself to be taught 1' by the 
Lord alone" by the ordinary means of perception and 
intelligence. 

DANGERS OF SPIRITUALlS:M. 

In some earths (planets) angels and spirits appear in 
a human shape and speak with the inhabitants ; but in 
this world it is dangerous to converse with spirits now, 
unless man is rooted in a true faith, and is led by the 
Lord ; the reason being that evil spirits, personating 
spirits, fanatical spirits are eager to present themselves, 
and with deceitful arts to render confusion worse con­
founded. "Some persons," says Swedenborg, and ex­
perience proves, "are visionaries and fanatics, and 
believe every spirit whom they hear to be the Holy 
Spirit, when yet they are fanatical spirits." 

Under normal conditions spirits are no more con­
scious of their presence with man than man is aware of 
the companionship of spirits. To speak with spirits is 
dangerous, because " they then know that they are 
with men, which otherwise they do not know; and evil 
spirits are of such a nature that they regard man with 
deadly hatred, and desire nothing more vehemently 
than to destroy him, both body and soul." 
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UNCONSCIOUS DECEPTION, 

Spirits may be so intimately associated with a person 
on earth as to share, unconsciously to themselves as 
well as to him, the use of his memory. The man's 
memory, with all its contents, becomes as their own ; 
they know no otherwise than that it is their own. 
When, therefore, they s~ with him, they do so from 
his memory, and from h1s thought, and also from those 
sources (as the minds of other men and books) to which 
his mind introduces them. A natural consequence is 
that a communicating spirit can do no other than 
reflect the medium's own thought and memory, while he 
imagjnes that he is giving information to, or through, 
the medium, from his own untrammelled mind. 

Says Sweden borg:-
"In order to convince them that the infonnation was not 

from their own minds, they were asked by what means they 
knew how to speak wtth me in my mother tongue, when yet, 
while in the body, they had no acquaintance with it; and how 
they understood the rest of the languages in which I was skilled, 
when yet they knew none of them; also, whether they believed 
those things were from themselves. I read to them also in 
Hebrew, which they understood as well as myself, even those 
not advanced beyond childhood. It was also shown that all the 
-;clenti6c knowledge I possessed pertained to them also. Tbev 
have their own independent knowledge, but cannot bring ft 
forth, the object of this being that they may be of senice to 
man on the basis of his own mental possessions." _ 

Again-
. •: The spirits associated with man adopt his beliefs and pre­
JUdices, wliatever t~c:ir quality, and this in matters of religion as 
~ell as those pertammg to the moral and chil; this is the case, 
~~ order that the man may remain in freedom, and may not be 
diSturbed by the proper individuality of the spirit.'' 

OUR SPIRIT COMPANIONS. 

Every person bas with him, habitually, four spirits, 
two of whom. are good and two evil. The good ones 
are the assoc~ates of his better self-his incipient angel· 
ho~ ;_ t~e _evd are. the companions of his selfish nature 
-his mc1p1ent devdhood. These spirits act as mediums 

between the man on the one hand and the spiritual 
macrocosm of good and evil upon the other-the re­
spective influences being transmitted through their 
minds to his own ("mediate influx.") By one spirit of 
each quality he is connected with the wide realm of 
love, by the other with the realm of intelligence. 

The same spirits are not his companions through 
life, they are chan~ed at intervals marked by the 
variou~ stages in his me~tal ~n.d moral development. 
The h1ghest angels are h1s sptntual comrades during 
earliest infancy, and sometimes become visible- in the 
shape of little mfants, for the encouragement and cheer­
ing of the baby-mind. 

The writer, while nursing a dear little girl during her 
fatal illness, observed that she suddenly ceased moan­
ing and was gazing forth into space. Presently the 
~ost .exquisite smile he has ever seen upon human 
bps, hghted up her countenance, and she exclaimed, 
"Baby!" in a tone of utter satisfaction. The vision 
soon faded away and she returned to her weariness and 
pain, soon to be finally released. Swedenborg was not 
mistaken. 

FINAL. 

It would be impossible in so brief an essay to follow 
th~ Seer through a vast, rational, but labyrinthine 
phtlo~ophy ; through a thousand records of spiritual 
expenence ; through amazing descriptions of the 
scenery, occupations, governments, social states lan­
guage, and recreations in the world of spirits, h~aven, 
and the nether realms. Enough has been written to 
vindicate his reputation, not only as a renowned 
Borderland~r •. bu_t as ~n explorer of regitJns far beyond ; 
and as one, 10 Ignormg whose voluminous teachini{S 
~odern psychic !nvestigators are guilty of great folly, 
tf not of actual 1ntellectual crime. We conclude with 
~wedenborg's O'!'f!l mil~ admoniti?n to the prejudiced : 
. R_ead my wnungs wtth attention and without pre­
JUdlce ; they shall answer for me ; perhaps you will see 
reason to change your sentiments.' • 

G. H. LOCK. 
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VI--PSYCHIC PICTURES WITHOUT THE CAMERA. 
A COD'mJIATIOll OF THE DOB.CHA.GB.APH DISCOVERY. 

JIIHE discovery first made by Mr. Traill Taylor, subsequently verified by Mr. Glendinning, that for the pro· 
A duction of psychic pictures no camera is necessary, is now established beyond all controversy by the 
remarkable series of experiments a report of which Mr. Glendinning communicates to our readers in this number. 
The name Dorchagraph, to distinguish them from photographs, was given them by Mr. Glendinning, but he is not 
satisfied with the name, which is a hybrid, and incorrect to boot. It is not the dark that takes the pictures, 
although they are taken in the dark. For the present they must be called Dorchagraphs or remain nameless. 
Whatever name they are called we.have here a discovery which throws that of the X rays into the shade, for it is 
much more marvellous to photograph an object that does not exist, save in the thought of the operator, than to 
photograph a coin that has lodged in a man's throat, or a bullet that is concealed in his leg. I am disposed to 
regard this achievement of Mr. Glendinning's, coming on the heels of the experiments of Mr. Baradnc and of 
Mr. Lacy, as the most suggestive and most promising advance that has yet been made into the ·mysterious region 
of psychic photography. But now, without more ~reface, for Mr. Glendinning's Report. 

HOW I OBTAilllm PSYCHIC PICTlJli.ES. 
BY MR. A. GLENDINNING. 

IN October opportunities occurred to me for experi­
ments in Dor.chagraphy. The series of twenty-six prints 
sent herewith for your inspection show the results. 
Abnormal images were obtained on about three-fourths 
of the plates used. The failures were mostly when 
employing a camera. In the later experiments an 
abnormal ima~e was developed on every plate. The 
time occupied m holding the plates varied from a few 
seconds with some to half a minute with others, but the 
" precipitation " or " flashing" of the image on each 
plate appeared to be instantaneous. The number of 
persons who took part in the experiments at one time 
was sometimes two, sometimes three, the total number 
present (including myself) was four-always the same 
persons. The others 1 designate A., B., and C., but for 
your own satisfaction I give you, in strict confidence, a 
note of whom my friends are. 

THE MEDIU!Il. 

~Mr. A., through whose help these pictures were ob­
tained, is thoroughly opposed to the teachings of modem 
Spiritualism, and also to the practice of mediumship, 
but he knows that the phenomena are real-both men· 
tal and physical-and he bas consented to my sending 
you some particulars regarding our experiments, on 
condition that I do not claim tile results as an artu­
nunt or demonstration in favour of Spiritualzsm. 
This condition I shall observe. 

THE MODUS OPERANDI. 

The prints Nos. 1 and 2 show the results of the initial 
experiments. These two plates were held by A. in the 
usual way, my bands being held, one above the other 
below his ; after these plates were developed, an idea 
occurred to A. as to how the pictures were produced ; 
his interest being thus awakened, I was glad to leave 
the subsequent arrangements with him. 

All the plates were not held by A., but they were 
nearly all held as and when be directed. For instance, 
No.3 w:as taken out of a packet just as received from 
the manufacturer, each plate being secured by him from 
light in a black paper envelope, at a signal from A. the 
plate (in its envelope) was held by B. to her forehead 

for fift~en seconds. No. 4 was treated in like manner 
by C. for ten seconds, and No.5 by B. for ten seconds. 
No. 7 was held by A. for ten seconds; this is the first of 
the series in which a face appears. No. 8, was held at 
the corners by A., B., and C., and so on of other plates. 

CARDINAL WOLSEY'S PORTRAIT. 

Mr. A. was informed (impressionally, I suJ>pose) that 
No. 14 is from an oil-painting of Cardinal Wolsey, of 
which· there are several-one in the Vatican, one in 
Paris, one in Hampton Court, and one in London, in a 
street called Jermyn Street, or a name like that. There 
is not a pubhc picture ~allery in Jermyn Street, but the 
portrait may be in a pnvate collection ; or perhaps the 
shadow or elemental was professing to have knowledge 
which he (or it) did not really possess. Mr. A. has 
never been in Jermyn Street; when be received. the 
name (by impression) he asked me if there is a stree~ of 
that name in London. Neither has he been in Har.np· 
ton Cou(t, or in Paris, or in Rome. B. thinks the 
portrait is like an oil-painting of the Cardinal which is 
10 Hampton Court Palace. Previous to the negative 
being obtained, A. described the form (or shadow) as 
present in the room. He also described other forms (or 
shadows) which he saw in the room. Print No. 13 is 
identical with one of the descriptions given by A. before 
the negative of it was obtained. 

W. HAXBY'S PORTRAIT. THE RUBY TEST. 

Two of the pictures deserve special notice. The first of 
the two, No. 15 on sheet, is unfortunately so ''fogged' • that 
it is hardly suitable for reproduction in BORDERLAND. 
The plate was taken by me from a new packet, and 
wrapped in a long strip of ruby cloth to exclude actinic 
rays. No one was with me when 1 did this, and no. one 
except myself saw the plate till after I removed it from 
the fixing bath. It remained in its wrapper of ruby 
cloth in my pocket till I found an opportunity for the 
experiment. M;y object was to find out whether an 
abnormal image could be obtained on a plate enveloped 
in ruby cloth as easily as on a plate in a black envelope. 
The experiment was quite successful, the image obtained 
being a facsimile of a photograph of my friend, William 
Haxby, who died about eleven years ago; it has been 
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readily recognised as such by a number of his friends 
and acquaintances who have seen it. 

In a well-lighted room, in presence of A., B., and C., 
I took the plate from my pocket, held it between my 
hands in the usual way, and requested A. to place his 
hands, one above, the other below mine ; but he only 
touched one comer with his thumb and forefinger, for 
about five seconds, he then said, "You may now go and 
develop the plate, there is something on it, I saw it 
come." I entreated him to come into the dark room 
with;me, as I did not think the "something'' could be 
developed by me unless he were present ; he replied 
that, in his opinion, his presence during development 
would make no difference, and that he must hurry off 
to the city. The " fogging" of the plate was caused by 
the flame of the candle shining directly on the plate 

No. 1. 

seemed to see him. On leaving the car I walked f:luickly, 
and he tried to keep -up with me, but I lost s1ght of 
him." 

A GHOSTLY CLERIC. 

\Vhen describing the stranger's clerical appearance, 
Mr. A. named specially his " tallish hat." I re­
marked he may have belonged to the Greek church, 
and that I had seen some foreign clerics in London 
wearing tall black silk hats without brims ; " but," said 
Mr. A., "the hat was neither a black one nor a silk 
one" ; and he told me where I could see a sculpture on 
a building of a head with a hat somewhat similar in 
appearance to the one wom by the stranger. Mr. A. 
was careful to explain that, in his opinion, the figure 
was neither a real man nor a spirit, but merely a shadow 
from the astral, animated by an elemental. While we 
were conversing, Mr. A. said suddenly : " Oh, here is 
the man!" I asked, ''Where?" Mr. A. replied, 
''Standing between us just now." Ravin~ with me a 
small camera with single lens, for views, I went to my 
room for it, opened a packet of plates, put one in the 

while in the developing-tray, through an accident to the 
small ruby lamp. 

THE CAMERA AT WORK. 

No. 19 is also interesting. When my friend A. was 
leaving me to attend a meeting, he promised to return 
in three hours, and try another experiment. To my 
surprise he returned Within an hour; he had not gone 
to the meeting (a bit of self-sacrifice on his part, for 
which I thanked him). He explained, ''After posting 
my letters in the City, on my way to the meeting, I was 
confronted in the entrance-hall by an elderly gentleman 
who requested me to return home directly ; I retraced 
my steps to the tramway-car, accompanied by the 
gentleman ; he entered the car with me and sat beside 
me all the way, neither the conductor nor the passengers 

No. 19. 

slide, and then requested Mr. A. to ask our clerical 
visitor (or shadow) to sit in front while he (Mr. A.) un­
capped the lens. No. 19 is the result. 

ANOTHER VISIT PROMISED. 

Our visitor was still in the room after we deve­
loped his portrait, so I said to Mr. A., "Judging by 
the costume he may have belonged to the Roman 
Catholic Church : I wish you would tell him that, 
although I have always been opposed to the leading 
doctrines of that church, I am greatly obliged to him 
for giving me his portrait, and I shall esteem it a great 
favour if he will return to-morrow afternoon, as I wiD 
borrow a camera with portrait lens and try to make a 
better picture of him." Mr. A. said, " I do not require 
to tell him, he hears you." "And will he come ? " I 
inquired. "Yes," said Mr. A., ''he will come, but 
you may not succeed in getting his portrait again." 
On the following day I borrowed a stereoscopic camera 
with ponrait lenses. Mr. A. was delayed by a busi­
ness matter, and my impatience became so great I was 
afraid I would spoil the co11ditions. I mi .ht have kept 
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myself in good humour by telling our clerical visitor 
of phenomena in a circle which I attended occasion­
ally with a Catholic priest, but what was the use of 
doing so when I did not kMw whether our visitor was 
present, and when-not being clairaudient-I could not 
hear him reply. At length Mr. A. arrived, and, as he 
announced ithat our clerical friend was waiting, I set 
to work and obtained the negatives of Nos. 20, 21, and 
22, having surmounted the difficulty caused by the 
crowding-in of other shadows, who, Mr. A. said, wanted 
to be photographed. Our visitor disappeared before it 
occurred to me to request Mr. A. to ask his name, but 
I hope yet to learn some particulars regarding his 
earth-lif.: history-that is, ifthe picture really represents 
someone who has lived on the earth-plane. 

HOW THE PICTURES ARE PRODUCED. 
The followin~ is Mr. A.'s 1tatement as to bow he 

believes such ptctures are obtained. 
My explanation of these pictures is, that they are simply 

reftections from the astral; and the Being or Spirit that directs 
the astral ray upon the plate, is merely an elemental, and may 
lmow nothing either of photography or chemistry. Astral light 
penetmtes matter, and, of course, must penetrate the wrappings 
round the pl~~t.es. ..But~! rays are actinic. Without pencils 
of solar light, the pictures on the" plates would not respond to the 
chemical re-agents contained in the de,·eloper, therefore there 
must be 110lar rays getting at the plates, but it need not be the 
rars of our sun. There are two theories of light put forth by 
SCientists, 'iz., the corpusculatory, and the undulatory, and on 
either hypothesis I could conceive of actinic rays penetratin~ to 
the plates invisibly, at least to so conceive, would not requtre a 
violent stretch of imagination, even as regards our solar li~ht. 
Photology is still in its infancy. Some occultists believe m a 
universal ~un. source of all astral light ; and by the law of 
correspondence, everytbinjt objective is represented subjectively 
in that light. I am qwte certain any picture, thought, or 
imagination, could be got on a plate by an occultist, if he were 
to select and train an elemental for that purpose; but I do not 
belie,·e anything original can be ~tot. All these pictures I am 
certain are copies, although I believe a conception in the mind 
might be obtained. To me an elementary, or elemental, is a 
devil or demon or intelligence ~sing only one kind of life­
. rational-and Jacking animal and spiritual life. Their high 
intelligence is always one-sided, and to train and use them is to 
gain lmowledge by chaining one's self to them, and by becoming 
obsessed by at least one of them. Of course, you don't believe 
that, but I do, and the premium is too high. 

I believe all so-caUed Spirit pictures are got as I haYe got 
these, though in many cases unconsciously so, as far as the 
medium is concerned. I mean by that, the picture is directed by 
an elemental, who obsesses the medium, eYen when the latter is 
not entranced. I do not believe an objective reality ever can or 
has been presented to the plates. 

MR. GLENDINNING"S Sl'liMING UP. 

The foregoing explanation was written in reply to my 
inquiry, " How can an elemental have knowledge or 
chemistry and of photography ? " Mr. A. states hi, 
explanation is sound, although too brief to be of valuE' 
t-xcept as a warning. In his opinion the return of tht­
spiri~s of departed mortals is a hypothesis for which 
there is no logical standing ground. That is not my 
opinion. Mrs. A. thinks his explanation will suffice to 
account for all spirit pictures. I do not think so. Mr. 
A. does not believe anything original can be got in a 
psychic picture. I am certain that some psychic pic- . 
tures in my possession prove the contrary. But I do 
not argue these points. And, more especially, I do not 
claim that any of the psychic pictures got by the help 
of Mr. A. prove spirit return. However, I believe that 
Mr. A. /tn(}'ll)s that high spirit intelligence not only exist, 
but can, and do operate on the earth plane-that this 
is not with him a mere hypothesis, but knowledge based 
on experience. On such a matter I do not question his 
opinion, I accept it-and do so the more readily because 
it throws light on some things that are beyond the range 
of ordinary psychic phenomena; but I c•nnot divest 
myself of opinions, which have been formed and 
matured through my own experiences extending over 
many years. Mr. A. knows this, so we agree to differ. 

That these results prove to demonstration that psychic 
or spirit pictures can be obtained without the aid or 
presence of any acknowledged medium is undeniable, 
and should give pause to those scientists who, having 
no practical knowledge of psychical phenomena are yet, 
when discussing spirit photography, ever ready with the 
parrot cry of'' Fraud.' 

PORTRAIT RECOGNISED. 
Mr. Glendinning sent the portrait of No. 15 to two 

intimate friends of Mr. Haxby, one ofthem, Mr. Joseph 
Freeman, of Cape Town, without saying anything as to 
who Mr. Glendinning regarded as to the original of the 
likeness. Joseph Freeman writes on the 22nd Decem­
ber, "A glance at it was quite sufficient for me. I have 
not the slightest hesitation in naming Willie Haxby as 
being the original of that portrait. I do not think any­
body who knew the young man at all intimately would 
fail to recognise it.'' The wife of Mr. Fred Freeman 
writes : " Mr. Freeman wished me to write to say that 
the enclosed photo~raph was recognised at once by each 
member of his famdy as being the likeness of the late 
Mr. Haxby, the great medium, who was a great friend 
during the latter part of his life.'' 

Mr. Glendinning has, as he Hates, communicated to me the names of A., B., and C. B. I know. ''A," who 
seems to be the medium in this case, is intensely hostile to Spiritualism. He holds, it would appear, a theory 
akin to that of most Theosophists. But his hostility _to Spiritualism only adds to the value of his evidencl'. 
He appears to be a natural clairvoyant. The story of the shadow who met Mr. A. in the City, travelled home 
with him in the 'bus, and then came and stood or sat for his photograph, is extremely interesting. With a few 
more clairvoyants like Mr. A. the difficulty of believing in the existence of the Invisibles would disappear. On 
behalf ofthe readers of BORDERLAND I most gratefully recognise our obligations to Mr. A. for permitting the 
record of these experiments to be made public. 

DOB.CHAGRAPHY AS A SOCIAL B.A.GB. 
A CCRIOUS REPORT FROM AMERICA. 

THE Chicago Times Herald of November 22nd 
says :-

A new fad has seized upon ~ociety. Thought photograph 

clubs have been formed, with surprising and sometimes startling 
results. By fixing the gaze upon an undeveloped photographic 
plate, or e\·en holding these plates in the bands, figures of person' 
and forms of a very extraordinary character ba,·e been produced 
when these plates were developed. 

This is far and away more interesting than palmistry and 
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<:rystal-gazing, as these might by a prejudiced mind be attributed 
to imagination, but actual pictures on an actual ].>late cannot be 
so accounted for. The only alternative, in thts case, is the 
assertion of fraud. This is done away with when the unde­
voloped sensitive plates are purchased at random from any 
photographer, or those on hand for use in one's own private 
camera are taken. · 

A brilliant society woman, who is up to date in everything, 
including the latest scientific discovenes, reflected that If Dr. 
Baraduc, the Parisian electro-therapeutist, could obtain these 
pictures and astonish the French Academy of Medicine with 
them, she ought to be able to do the same, smce the method was 
simplicity itself and the cost not worth considering, nothing 
more being necessary than a box of plates and from two to a 
dozen people who were capable of concentrating their thoughts 
on a given person or subject for a few minutes. 

Inviting a few trusted friends, a circle was formed and a box 
-containing four uno~ned plates placed in the centre. The 
results \1icre astonishmg when the plates were developed. She 
was an amateur photographer herself, and did the developing. 
Luminous pictures made their appearance. 

On the top plate no distinct form was visible, but in the 
>hadowy outlines various figures and faces could be discerned by 
a lively imagination. On the next plate, however, there was a 
well-defined finger shape, across which lay a light figure that 
might be held to resemble a female. But the really startling 
pictures were those which developed themselves on the two 
middle plates. On these were distinct faces, recognised by 
members of the circle as perfect pictures of living friends they 
had held in their thoughts. In one case the photograph was that 
of a brother who had been lost at sea. A second experimental 
circle was held, the room was darkened and a new box of plates, · 
unopened, was put into the hands of one person, and the hand 
of the hostess laid over it for about one minute. Then, without 
ever allowing the box to pass from her possession, they were 
developed, and this strange result was discovered :-All the plates 
had pictures, but some were positives and others were negatives. 
Two had to be transformed to a lantern slide betore they could 
ue printed from. 

Society women are still women, and when they are 01ble to 
obtain a photograph of someone they admire, yet don't care to 
<tsk for his picture, they experience a sense of power which 
borders on the supernatural. Sometimes the pictures obtained 
are of unknown men and women, and then the theory is that 
those are their affinities not yet encountered, but waiting some­
where in the future. 

How is this photography accomplished? Dr. Baraduc's ex­
planation is that every liuman being has the power of expressing 
conscious or unconscious thought exteriorly. He believes that 
a mysterious impalpable force resides in and emanates from the 
human body. In the sphere formed about us by this vital 
emanation our thoughts create forms which the sensitive plate 
seizes upon and retains. The discovery of the Roentgen rays 
was a preparation for this statement. Dr. Baraduc has proved 
his statement in regard to the existence of this luminous 
radiation by his maj~netometers and by photograph&, over 
three hundred of which be re.Produced in his report read 
before the Academy of Mediane. " The Photography of 
Thought." 

The society woman must have a thorough knowledge of these 
inYestigations and know that the magnetometers are small dials 
marked off with three hundred and sixty degrees. Over the 
~urface of each dial moves a fine needle as carefully balanced and 
as free as possible. The dial is protected from all exterior 
influences by a glass globe. Not a breath of air can move the 
hands. These, moreover, are of specially prepared copper and 
are not subject in any way to magnetism. 

The investigators points both hands toward the magneto­
meters and watches what follows. In about two minutes, if he 
or she is of normal temperature, he sees the needle nearest his 
left hand move away from zero so far as degree five. It i$ 
repelled. At the same time the needle nearest the right hand it 
attracted fifteen degrees. It moves toward the fingers of the 
right hand. The existence of the vital force is next demonstrated 
in a more definite manner. All light is excluded from the 
parlor or laboratory, and a photographic plate is interposed 

between the hands and the magnetometers. Under these con­
ditions the nitrate of silver of the plate is incapable, according to 
all previous experience, of receivmg any impression except by 
actuall:y touching some substance. It would remain intact for an 
indefirute period. But here Dr. Baraduc's vital force comes into 
play. When the plates are developed in a bath by, the members 
of the Thought Photography Club it is found"chat the one which 
was nearest the left hand has received one impression and 
that which was nearest the right another. It therefore seems 
that the vital force has not only pedetrated the glass, but is 
luminous. 

The photograph proYes it. 
Dr. Baraduc calls the vital force given out on the left side the 

" expir " and that attracted on the right side the " aspir ." 
The experiment bas been repeated three hundred times, and in 

ever:y case the photographic plate bas shown an impres~ion, 
varymg according to the subject. 

The members of the club are instructed that it is to be noted 
that while the left side exerts only five degrees of force, the right 
absorbs fifteen. There remains a difference of ten degrees 
accumulated in the system. This, according to Dr. Baraduc, is 
psychic force, which can be exerted on external objects by 
the will. 

The most important part of his experiment is that when the 
magnetometers are taken away and a man places himself in front 
of a fresh photographic plate he extends his hands in that 
direction of the plate and is requested to think of some one 
particular thing WJtb ·an the energy and concentration of mind of 
which he is capable. 

At the end of a period, which "arious from two minutes to two 
hours, the plate is impressed by a sort of luminous cloud, in 
which the outlines of certain objects can be discerned. These 
vary in distinctness, according to the character of the thinker, 
and can only be expected to appear when he has fixed his mind 
on some concrete and clearly defined object. 

The kind of thought photograph most easy to produce is a 
likeness of some person. 

DB.. BAB.ADUC'S DISCOVERY. 
LETTER FROM THE DOCTOR TO COL. OLCOTT. 

IN the Theosophist for October there is published a 
letter which Dr. Baraduc has addressed to Col. Olcott, 
describing what he calls " The Photography of Life 

· and Thought." The letter is edited with footnotes by 
Mr. B. Keightley. The importance of the subject 
justifies the reproduction of the letter, notes and all­
the cross-heads are my own-in the pages of BORDER­
LAND. 

DR. BARADUC'S 1'WO HUNDRED PLATES. 

Dr. Baraduc writes:-
"The matter of my work is,-SUPI!.R-SENSIBU: IYPllKSSIONS 

UPON PHOTOGIL\PHIC PLATES. l possess two-hundred nega­
tives on which are impressions produced by human emanations 
in the dark, with or without the use of electricity. 

" In this total I do not include what ha~ been done by others 
than myself, but only what has been done by myself personally 
or in my comfany. Among these I have fourteen or fifteen 
• animules vie, • and twenty-five • Psychicones' t ; some 
thirty • Iconographes' (or attses de Ia Foru 2•z'tale), some 

• Tbio is one of Dr. Baraduc's teclmical expressions, which quite defy 
translat ion and are almost unintellirible without an elaborate u.pooltioo 
of hi• theorieo. Very brieily and generally, they seem to me oometbinc: 
like the " liveo" of which H .P .B. uoed to calk. On the reproductio11 of 
Dr. B.'s negatives they appear u amallluminous spbe~1.softl!lliu~ ill 
outline at tbe edgeo, wliere tbev tend to become cloudy a11d iu·defined; 

f Another similar word, which in the Dr.'s vocabulary appears to denote 
what he believes to he the impression of tho psychic nature (Kamic SODI, 
not the Prana, or the mind-bOdy apparently) produced either spontane­
oualy 01' intelltiooally on a oensit1vo plate. These be ,;ves in his book. 
All look lito vague, dabby, luminous cloudo, ill-defined and quite 
meaningleu-to normal physical vision, anyhow. 
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• cosniquu' • (the force-substances of Dr. Him) and a number 
of emanations at distance, of the ftuidic • aromalt body.' 

" I have therefore a stock of examples sufficient to enable me 
to establish a line or general direction of investigation, and to 
induce future experimenters to follow it up. 

WHAT )(, BARADUC HAS PROVED. 
" I wish to emphasise my disco\·ery which bears on two main 

points: 
" 1st. The fact that a photographic plate can be impressed or 

acted upon by a \ital force emanating from ourselves ; the pb.te 
being iilftuenced b7 the personal invisible light of our vital soul. 
(I say "vital soul' because the words Life, Light of the soul, 
have everywhere and always been synonymous ; living soul, 
living light, etc., etc.) 

" 2nd. The visual dt'Dlonstration of the fluidic atmosphere of 
,.,-hat I shall call the human soul, subject to a more precise 
definition thereof, hereafter. 

HIS THEORY OF VIBRATIONS. 
" Around us, when 7tJe are vibrating in the tkptlt.r of our J·ouls, 

we induce, we attract, we aspire waves in the form of ellip!IOidal 
curved surfaces dravm from the cosmos, which in form and 
delicacy are related to what we call a state of mind or soul,­
dense, and darkened, or pure and luminous. We throw back 
into this same cosmos, emanations more or le!>S gross or subtle 
according to analogous states of the vibrating soul. 

"We thus have, objectifiable under certain circumstances, 
produced accidently or created by training, a zone, a fluidic 
atmosphere of Inspiration and Expiration which puts us into 
relation with the "Notself." This is the fact I luwe esta­
blished. 

"Biometryt had indicated it for the motion of life ; the 
. !>eusitive plate has demonstrated it for the light of life. 

" We are not isolated in the cosmos: many forces, many 
.entities surround us, may invade us, help or harm us, just as a 
good or bad gas affects the pulmonary respiration. 

HIS WORKING HYPOTHESIS. 
" I have therefore admitted as a logical deduction, the exis­

tence of an invUible light other than the (known) modes of 
energy. I have held that the vital soul of man was a centre of 
force maintaining its existence by inspiration and expiration 
performed with regard to the cosmos. 

•• By lluman soul, I have not, on the other hand, been '1\illing 
to include under a single term the whole of extra-corporeal 
existence, and I have believed myself able, experiment in hand, 
to make a preliminary classification for my repeated observations. 

"Obviously the vttal soul is not the E2o, the Self, the Spirit, 
the Divine Ray, the being that persists throaghout its corporeal 
and ftuidic manifestations, which for these latter we include in a 
single definition, that of the Human Sotd. In brief, the theory 
of the facts leads me to admit a trinity in man; body, soul (light 
of life) and Divine Spirit. 

•• The vibrations of this Living Soul induce in the cosmos a 
motion analogous to itself, in its polarisations either towards 
material concretion, since the soul makes its body, or towards 
the more subtle conditions of spirit to which it serves as the 
luminous envelope. 

THE INVISIBLE LIGHT OF LIFE. 
"I have desired to show that a similar fact, the invisible ligllt 

of life, belonged to the history of peoples, religions and philo· 
sopfues; each had had some imperfect \ision or some slight 

·sensation thereof. 

• Aa al>o-te, but clenotiDI!, apparently. aJIUI sort of imap produced by 
subtle meaaa OD a plate. Really, Dr. llaraduc oqht to appe11d iD future 
to JUa boolr.a a rlouary ,PYiDI co11cise &lid accurate defilliti0111 of the ~~­
tenu which be - .o freely. A new subject like tbla of coune clemaada 
a special tenaiDoi"'Y i but aurely the reader baa a rirht to demaud a relldy 
iUid accurate meaus or fiadiD& out what the autbw meaDe. 

+ Aa old term rerived by Dr. l:laraduc, but I am not aure whether be 
..-it ia the old aeue.-JUt. 

f Biometry~Jdeuure111eat of Life. Dr. Baraduc believe~ he hu au~ 
ceeded iD meaaoariD'f tho life-force of a ~~~ by tho relatloD of the 
llllpl&r deYiatiOil o two aatatlcally mouakd aeedles. auopeaded iD &II 
iuairlated and air•tirht ctobe, a ad acted oa by each haDe! of the penoD iD 

.q.-foa.-B.It. 

"Therefore I ha\'e tried to form a rock of experimental fact 
where any and every partly revealed truth could re~t a moment 
before setting forth again towards the new conquests of the 
spirit. 

"I hope I have established a fact; every explanation of facts 
is open to critici~m, but I believe I ha,·e led science out from the 
girdle of material metal which confined it, and ha\'e shown that 
after the gases and radiant matter, we needed to take up the 
ftuidity or subtlety of the invisible lights, for theu exist and 
prove their existence by their passage from the subjective into 
the domain of the objecth·e ; for man having now only eyes 
which see not (I mean spiritually), demands such proof.'" 

Dll. H. BARAI.lt·c. 

PSYCHICONES. 

Mr. B. Keightley says:-
The following extracts !rom an explanatory leaflet on •• Psychi­

cones" may be of use as throwing light on the possible nature 
of the impressions found on the photographic plate, on Dr. 
Baraduc's modus op~randi, and lastlv, on h1s theoretical 
reasoning :- · 

" The psychicone is the odic cloud of \'ita! force imagine• I 
into form, by the psychic imagination. It is a creation of the 
spirit, which is independent of the material body, from which it 
emerges to impress Itself on the plate. 

"P~ychicones are characterised by absence of f~atures, oflinc•: 
they are a relation of light; a hazy form of ocJic cloud ..••.. 

Dr. Baraduc divides them into three classe~: 
"1st. The simple psychicone, a simple luminous movement, 

formulated within us and projected outwards. 
•• 2nd. The double psych1cone, coupled ; a double luminous 

movement, polarised; flwdic parasitism. 
"Jrd. The spontaneous, intentional psychicone . 

HOW TO OBTAIN A P5YCHICONE • 

"Besides its ordinary use in photography, the ordinary phot< • 
graphic plate can be impressed by luminuous motions which arc 
invtsible to the eye, either in the dark, or in red, non-actinic 
1i ht. 

g" With or without electricity, one can project upon a plate in 
the dark, an image clearly imagined, shaped, moulded by 
the mind. 

" The mind, then, should conceive mentally with force and 
precision, the image to which it is going to give a fluidic body, 
and under a gentle pressure of the will this image escapes by the 
hand and impresses itself upon the plate. 

DR. BARADUc'S CONCLUSIONS. 

"The conclusions following from the above are:-
" 1. Pllysical: The plate impressed exhibits a different 

charaCter according a.s it has been impres.«ed by electricity or by 
the emanations from the hand. These emanations show a fonn 
related to the image conceived, when it has been powerfully 
willed or moulded, and extemalised. 

" 2. Psycllolugii:al: The proof of the possibility of an image 
marked out in a manner more energetic according to the operator 
and the duration of the effort (two minutes to an hour), shows 
the intervention of a third factor in addition to the body and the 
vital force of the soul ; to wit, the intervention of the creative 

spirit. n L-l · I F h' · f · h II ·di " 3· .r'atrw ogu·a : rom t IS p01nt o vtew t e w c com-
munion with the invisible, shows the danger of fluidic contagion, 
of the invasions of feeble souls by powerful emanations, and by 
wandering influences that have hved ; for none of the human 
emanatiOOll lose themselves among these exhaled clouds of life. 

THE USE OF ELECTRICITY, 

"To assist externalisation, a weak electric tension such as the 
electric wind or breath may be eml?loyed as an intermediary 
between the hand (the body being JD a bath of positive static 
electricity) and the plate, situated outside in a neutral con­
dition. 

" The thing seems like the issue of a soap bubble, produced 
in the tube of a straw by a gentle expiratory pressure; if the 
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breath is too strong, the bubble bursts : if the electricity is too 
intense, the plate takes up the scattered fragments of the image 
and the sparks of the electric signature. 

" Thus during the operation one ought barely to perceive in 
the dark the sheaf of electric rays from the fingers. Electricity 
is ~nnecusary in the case of people whose imagination and will 
are powerful. Such persons in complete darkness project the 
images they create, and often their own forms or those of the 
persons they are thinking of. The plate receives and preserves 
the image produced. A certain amount of training is 
necessary." 

BOD FB.DCll THBOB.IES lrPOll THOUGHT 
PHOTOGRAPHY. 

THE French scientists have been very busy with 
this subject, as is natural enough, France being the land 
of its b1rth, under Dr. Baraduc's auspices. Here are 
some attempts at explanation, as quoted in La Lumiere 
for October. 

HOW IT IS DONE. 

It is clear that thought may be compared to a living force .••• 
We dare not protend to say that the active power of tbou~ht 
is entirely localised in the brain, since its effect is a repercUSSion 
throughout ourwhele organism •.•. For every mode of thought 
there is a particular sensation, why then should it be more 
difficult to fix this by drawings than forM. Lissajous to do the 
same for musical sounds? (We all know the pretty figures 
outlined in sand by musical VIbrations. We were all d90med 
to the Polytechnic entertainments in our school-room days.] 
Besides, as the nervous centres of the brain are of higher tem­
perature than the particles of matter surrounding them, and as 
the vibrations emanating from them have a greater rapidity of 
their own, they will consequently preserve that raP.idity in the 
surrounding and colder air. When these heated VIbration~ are 
impregnated with the particular fluid which we may call Thought, 
they are in a highly rarefjed atmosphere ; the rapidity of their 
translation increases in gigantic proportions ; the material form 
of the 'ibrations consequent upon the rapid repulsion of gaseous 
molecules is accentuated in similar proportions, and photograP.hY 
finally seizes upon the image of what we still consider intangtble 
chimeras. 

PHOTOGRAPHY OF DREAMS. 

M. Radel, we are recently told in the Eclair, photo· 
graphs the dreams of sleeping persons as well as the 
visions of persons awake. He considers, reasonably 
enough, that the definite establishment of the fact " is 
likely to revolutionise all the theories of religion and 
morality." It seems still more likely, when established, 
to revolutionise science ! 

M. Radel is by way of being a monist, that is, not 
exactly a materialist, and very much not a spiritualist, 
so we may expect him to say something original on the 
subject. 

He believes in the Katie King phenomena, especially 
those that have been photographed, but he considers 

that the witnesses to spiritiatic phenomena are to 
be classed among dreamers. They (in cases of what 
we call "collective" evidence) dream the same dream 
it is true, but this is because their brains are subject to 
the same excitation. The state of their nervous centres 
is the same in each1 their attention being concentrated 
upon the same subJeCts. 

This, M. Radel considers, is proved by the fact that 
he has photographed persons during these periods of 
momentary somnolence, and on two occasions there has 
appeared upon the plate the photograph of a dream 
figure which the sleeper remembered on awaking. As 
the dream was a moving picture the photograph was 
very much blurred. Dreams don't appear to be goott 
sitters. (Cats, as a rule, are blurred .from the same 
cause.) 

Mr. Crookes's photographs, however, were not blurred, 
and M. Radel knows the reason. The man of science 
is a man of will, and in his dream (of Katie King) be 
willed that the dream should keep qu1te still. This is a 
valuable "tip." When a number of persons dreamt 
they saw Home put live red-hot coals into Mr. S. C. 
Hall's white bair1 what would have happened if they 
had willed that aream to keep still ? or 1n the case of 
the dream of Home flying out of one window and into 
another in those high • • mansions '• near Victoria Street. 

I often look up at those windows and fancy I see 
that dream there still. Perhaps it is, · who knows ? 
It might pay the Army and Navy Stores to bring round 
a photographer and an easy-chair and let me dreaJll 
again. 

DREAMING OF A DREAM FIGURE. 

Only a day or two ago, while a friend was hypnoti­
cally sleeping, I visualised silently the figure of a 
relative of his, standing beside his chair. After a few 
minutes he struck a violent blow with the arm nearest 
the figure, wakened spontaneously and said he couldn't 
bear having a person bending over him like that. 
Durin~ the entire ten minutes of his sleep, he had been 
dreamlDg of the relative in question, while I, awake, 
visualised her presence. What a chance forM. Radell 

WILLING A DllEAM. 

M. Radel says the fact of the photograph is a pheno­
menon of the will. History repeats itself-this is the way 
the old mesmerists used to talk. He says that " the 
form exteriorised by the thought is impressed upon the 
plate, because the person wilts that the plate should 
receive the impression." . 

I can will a picture into a crystal, but I can't will it 
off the crystal on to the sensitised plate, yet, after all, a 
crystal picture is undoubtedly a waking dream I 

It is to be hoped that M. Radel will soon tell us some 
more. 

x. 
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VII.-PSYCHIC PICTU~ES WITH THE CAMERA. 
SOX! ACClUliTS 0!' SUCCESS!'lJL BXPBBJXBlfiS. 

XR. BOUB.SliBLL'S SUCCBSS. 

'!'8 E marvel of the Oorchagrapb ~brows the shadow 
pictures of Mr. Bvurr.nell somewhat into the shade. 

· But the photographer of Uxbridge Roads kf>eps 
pe~tging along. A correspondent signing himself as 
"T. C. E," of Honor O.lk Park, Sl'nds the follo\\ing 
report to Li$hl as to the results obtained by him, 
which contams points of special interest. T .. C. E. 
sent to our contemporary these-

fa;ts in re~rd to photographs showing spirit form~ which had 
b!en recogmzed. I may s:ate 
that all were taken by the 
photographer known as" Z." 

Number I. was taken in 
November, 1895, and prior to 
th!s date, I bad neither seen 
nor had any communication 
with "Z.'' The sitting was 
de.cided upon on the spur of 
the moment. The ~pirit form 
was minutely described by 
"Z." before the exposure, 
and his description was ccn­
tirmed by the ph:1tograph. 
But I must tell you that the 
spirit form was first described 
as appearing in spirit robes, 
but that as I did not recog­
nize. " Z. 's" description she 
chan1.oed the dress, at my re­
quest, to one slz~ usually wor~. 
I was asked whether tbe fonn 
should be taken in spirit robl'S 
or in ordinary dress. I chose 
the latter, as you !\Ce. While 
this discussion was going en 
as to dress the plate was 
awaitin~ exposure in the 
camera. 

At the same sitting when Number II. was taken two others 
were also taken, but the forms were not recognised. One was 
~ubsequently broken and " Z." asked us to cajJ again, which we 
did, taking our son and daughter ";th us. 'Vhen my daughter 
tOPk the chair " Z." said, " That old lady is here ag;un who \\:as 
taken when you were here before." My wife at once said, "If 
she would com~ front fau she would be more easily recognized.'' 
In a few moments" '1.." said," Yes, she now tumsjrPnt fac~," 
and described her as before, holding the Rowers up. f made 
the request that the ftowers should be held down. The result 
is clearly shown in the photograph Number III. "Z." asked 
whether she-the spirit form-was not fond of knitting? This 

was admitted. by· my "·ife. 
"Becau~," ~id '' Z.," "she 
has knitting n,eedles stud in 
her waist-band." 

As to reeo~ition, to us 
there is no room for doubt, 
and, therefore, the impossi­
bilityof tbciri:Jeing'other than 
~enuine spirit photographs. 
And even had 'they not been 
recognized, the fact of such : 
tests as changing the pose, . 
on the spur of the moment,. 
njtl!r tlu. plaits had bem 
placed in_tlzecamera, is1 too~:r 
thinking, ~uch as to exdu:c . 
all possi~ility of imposture. 

The photographs which · 
accompanied this letter. 
says the editor of Light, 
correspond exactly · to 
T. C.· ·E.'s! · description. 
Nos. II. and lU. lire cer­
tainly th~ ~me form~ but 
one is t,k.en aJmost. in 
profile and the other full 
face. · 

MR. ftOURSNELL'S : ~ 
·.· CAREE~. 

Cpon examination, though 
the form apperued familiar to-­
me, I could not clearly identify 
it, as I wrote to my wife when 
I sent the photogroph to her 
at San Antonio, Texas. She 
Wt'Ott: back, saying, " It is no 
wonder you saw a strong 
likeness to someone you knew, 
seeing it is undoubtedly my 
grandmother. What puzzled 
you was the strong likeness tQ 
Jll!UDma." My wife and her 
sifter recognized it instantly, 

A Snarr Paoroo:uPK BY lla. Bouu;o.;JU.L. 

Mr. Boursnell sends me 
the following notes of his 
experiences as a photo­
grapher. Mr. Boursnell 
began his career as a 
photographer forty- four 
years ago, with Mr. John · 
Clarke, an actor of the old 
Strand Theatre, which 
was then under the 

as the representation of their grandmother, not only as to features 
aud . .appearance generally, but also as to ~. which was the 
same as she ~ to wear in the morning-the shawl and 
neckerchief being particular features. 
· Number II. was taken in July, 18q6, an.d as before, "Z." 

described the form before the exposure and stated that the ftowers 
were held up in the hand. I asked my wife, who was with me, · 
to hold out her hand and ~rhaps our friend would hold the 
flowers towards her. "Z.' at once said," Yes, she holds the 
flowers d(I'IIJn now.'' As before, the plate at this time was await­
ing exposure in the camera. My wife thought she recognised the 
form as soon as she saw the negative; but when the print was 
sent home, her partial recognition was confirmed, as being the 
partrait of a cousin ofktr mother. 

management of Mr. Tom Payne. It was in the early 
days of the silver bath and the collodion process. 
All the plates that were &poilt during the day .were 
cleaned up at night or the next morning and used 
over again. Many a time upon those plates they. 
would get a half-face more than they wanted, ~­
times a hand, and sometimes there would be two 
heads. This used to "'happen four or six times a 
wet;k, rJJOre Qr les~. The .. unwel~ome . ~pwit.i~n _!)f 
these unwanted figures upon· the plates exasperated 
Mr. Boursnell's partner. He declaRld .that._.Bounnell 
did not clean the plates properly, and so it was atUDged• 
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that each should h;tYe bis own pla,.tel). _ It ~·as fl\rther 
decided that Mr. Clarke shl)uld take the photographs 
and that Boursoell should finish them. All went v;ell until 
Mr. Clarke was ca:led .to rehearse at the theatre, 
Mr. Boursnell then being left in charge had to take 
portraits, when, to his intinite annoyance, the figures 
reappl!ared. When Clarke returned from the theatre 
and the plates were shown with the second figure upon 
them besides the sitter, there was a great row betwetn 
fhe two partners. "You have been at it again," said 
<;Iarke, "why cannot you clean your plates ? " Mr. 
Boursnell thereupon lost his temper, dashed the por­
trait underdiscus~ion on to the floor and solemnly damned 
~e glass and the people too. From toot moment 
shadow pictures never reappeared upon Mr. Boursnell':~ 
plates until about eight years ago1, when he fir!tt made 
acquaintance with spiritualism, then to his great' sur· 
prise the same forms which used to appear on the plates 
in the old days reappeared, and just about as frequently. 
They came about once a day or about five times a week. 
Such is the narrative that Mr. B.1ursnell sends me. 

Mr. Boursnell sent me the accompanying picture, 
\vhich he assures me was taken under the strictest test 
conditions. The sitter writes as follows :-

The enclosed portrait is that of myself. The psychic figure 
which appears With it is stated to have been seen not only by Z. 
but also by a lady clairvoyant who was present, and who rccog­
~ises the figure as the one she saw clairvoyantly, with the 
•ception that the figure as seen by her was minus the hood or 
v~il, which covers the hair. The face is not recognised by the 
sitter or any of the friends to whom it has been shown, as that 
of anyone known to them. 

The test was to turn upon the seeing, by a clairvoyant medium, 
of the figure which was to be obtained on the plate, and the 
subsequent recognition of the fil{ure as the one clain·oyantly 
seen, and these conditions, with the exception noted, have beeu 
fulfilled. 

MR. STARLING'S COLLECTION. 

Mr. Starling sends me a parcel of shadow pictures 
"·hich he has obtained by the aid of Mr. Boursnel•. He 
divides these pictures into three classes :-

Firstly.-The livin~ person of the spirit photographed, as in 
No. 34 and No. 7 for mstance. . 

Seco::~dly.-A portrait of a spirit made by spirit-power, held 
up by the s'tter's side, to be photographed, as Nos. 2, 55, 56, 57, 
4'~· . 

Thirdly.-A spiritual copy of a material picture held up at 
the side of a sitter by spirit-power, to photograph, as Nos. 43, 
55. 56. 

Fourthly.-A spiritual reproduction of a material ohject held 
up, &c., as Nos. 47 and 45· 

Where it is a sriritual portrait or a spiritual picture, there is 
astral or empyrea light on the sitter in e\·ery case. 

No. 5-J I regard as an advance portrait of a man now living, 
in his glw.rt state, viz., the editor of Light, but I may be wrong. 

ReNo. 49· 
This lady, a few days after being photographed, walked 

mauf'ially mlo his shop and asked Mr. Boursnell if she could 
go up. to the studio. He opened the side door for her and went 
up, she following him, at top of the stairs he looked round at 
her, site 'UfQS not tlaere. He has never seen her since and he 
then remembered who. she was, viz., the person he photographed 
with me a few days before. 

THB CYPJUAI PlUBST:BSS OBOE KOB.B. 
THE Cr,prian Priestess, always the Cyprian Priestess ! 

" Edina, ' in Ligltl, of December uth, reports the 
taking of the latest of her many pictures. " Edina " 

describes how Mr. G., of Edinbuqh, accompanied by 
his meCihimisti:: daughter, sal.ied off to G!asgow wilh a 
hand camera and some dry half-plates. These plates 
w~re'placed by him in the camera in Mr. Duguid's 
presence in Glasgow. But Mr. Dllguid \\'as not allowed 
to have either plates or camera in his possession for a 
single mom·ent. 

Mr. G. placed the camera in position in the sitting·room, al!d 
asked his daughter to sit in front, while he dile:ted Mr. Dugutd 
to take off the cap as each plate was in succession exposed. On 
this occasion the six plates were in succession expo•ed while Miss 
G. sat; and the only part played br Mr. Duguid during the · 
sitting was that, under the direction o Mr. G., he on each occa­
sion took off the ca{l. At the close of the s~nce Mr. G: re~um~ 
to Edinburgh, ha\•Jng the camera and s1x plates sull m hlS 
possession untouched. On development certain abnormal appear· 
ances were found on more than one of the negath·es, but these 
need not be here adverted to, because the sixth and last plate 
which bad been exposed exhibited what I deemed to be unique 
results. On it were found depicted Miss G. in the centre as a 
negative figure; on her right again stood the" Cyprian Pri~tess," 
robed and posed as in the photo recently published in Li'ght, 
also as a negative ; while on the left of Miss G. was found a 
positive " picture" -that of a young and rather sweet-laced 
woman clothed in a dress with two rows of" trimming" round 
the foot of it. Both the psychic figures came out rather in front 
of Miss G., and partlv covered her dress from ,·iew. So far as I 
am aware, this lS the first occ~ion on whkh two n~gatives and 
one positive have been taken at the same exposure on one plate. 
To enable Mr. G. to print off these figures so as to bring out 
their personality, he had, he inrorms m~, to make a second plate 
by contact; and in which he was able to transform the two nega­
tfves into two positives, and the positive into a negative. At 
my request be has printed off {I) A coj>y of the group com~lete 
as it appeared in the original negative. That is sent for the pr1~e 
inspection of the Editor of Li;kt, as it contains the portrait of 
the lady. (2) He has also prmted ofT, either for inspection or 
reproduction, a copy of the "prie~tcss " as appearing on the 
onginal plate as a negative, and a copy of the same personage as 
she appears in the positive form. 13) He has also printed off the 
young lady on the left of Miss G., first as a posith·e, aud secondly 
as she appears when taken from a negative, and these are now 
forwarded for inspection or publication. Mr. G. infom1s me that 
he h 1s consulted three experienced photographer~ on the subject 
of this abnormal production, who each an1 all expr;:ss themseh·es 
as greatly puzzled \\'ith its appearance. . 

LATDT FACES Ill A PAiliTING. 
A CURIOUS incident that bears indirectly upon the 

ph Jtography of BJRDEKLA~D is reportdd from Ten­
nessee:-

The Tennessee Historical Society recently g:n•e a company at 
Nashville an order for a copper seal, to bear the likeness of 
the late Judge Haywood, the historian. The society furnished 
for the purpose a portrait of Judge Haywood, painted by Mr. 
IJoyd Bronson, of Knoxville. The manager of the engraving 
department of the printing company promptly proceeded to 
photograph it. 

To the nabd eye the painting presents simply a strong likeness 
of a strong man, but the camera went deeper. and the conster· 
nation of the operator was extreme. He snapped his shutter, 
pushed the slide into pu~ition, and disappeared into the dark 
room. 

In the usual manner be placed the plate in the acid an :I watched 
the picture develop. He saw the features of the suhject appear 
slowly, and then be saw more. Turning the plate and tilting it, 
the faces of two babies and then the presentation of a beautiful 
woman came to light. 

Plunging the plate into the fixing bath, be threw the door 
ope:~ nd wondered, in the broad light of day, if he were dreaming. 
No, he could not be. There on the ne;:ath·e a)l)!eared the 11"cture 
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oC Judge Haywood, bold and strong, a:1<l b~ide him a beautiful 
wom;m and two lovely children. 

In the ordinary run of daily aff.1irs Mr. Gamble, the manager, 
is known as an eminently practical man, and not what is termed 
•·spiritualist. But this marvel stunned him. He remembered 
the doings of spirits as promulgated by spiritualists. His mind 
dwelt particularly on the camera trick -the placing of an appar­
ently black canvas before a person who is told to think of a loved 
one, upon which the camem is snapped, and upon it appears, 
misty but plain, the likenC!6 of the dear dead one the person bad 
iD mind. 

The plate bad been especially selected by himself on account of 
tl!e importance of gettinlf a dear impression for the seal. There 
was nothing that Mr. Gamble could conceive that offered the 
slightest clue to a solution of the mystery. 

Determined to clear up the matter, tf poS!>ible, and prove to 
him.s::lf that. his eyes bad not plaY:ed him false, he care~uny .made 
a clear, plain pnnt, he showed 1t to a number of h1> fnends. 
Among those to whom he confided hi~ discovery was Mr. A. V. 
G;oodp:asture, clerk of the Supreme Court, a sa~e in Tennessee 
history, who remembered that Judge H:l}"t'ood had visions and 
d~ in his day, and that in this relation the mrteries of life 
m1ght be bared to thO!Ie whn could but lift the ,·ei . 

Robert ]. Quarles, 1mperintendent of the State Armory, and 
an enthusiastic member of the Historical Society, is another who 
has t~ken up the spirit picture for serious study. The high 
s~ndtng of all those whose names have been mention~d gives 
evtdence that there is no suggestion of chicanery about th~ 
photograph. 

·The portait bas been returned to its accustomed place, and 
though no sign of the >~pirit faces is 'isible to the eye, the framed 
photograph which bangs below it serves :as a m:1te but effective 
proof of the existence of the spirit face3. 

So fu the American paper. But obviously the right 
thin~ to do would be to h1ve the portrait p!totographe.i 
agau~ by. another ph?tographer and compare reJults. 
Notht~g 1s better known tha~ the possibility of photo­
graphmg the name of a shtp that had been painted 
out so as to rend<:!r it absolutely invisible to the eye. 
The lady and the children m:1y have been p~inted out 
of the canvas on which the portrait of the judge was 
subsequently painted. 

ODYLIC POB.CE AlfD B.ADI.An JU.'l"l'BB.. 
To flu Editor of BORDERLA~D. 

SIR,-During the last three months much interest 
ha• been excited by the discovery of Professor Rontgen 
tb.1t the light emanating from the radiant matter in a 
vacuum tu~ possesses the power of penetrating sub­
stances whtch are usually regarded as opaque. In 
connection with this it has been pointed out that 
Reichenbach claimed a similar power for his so-called 
" odylic force." Rather more than t.-o years ago I 
entered up.>n a comparison between the phenomena of 
the vacuum-tube and the Reichenbach phenomena, 
and came to the conclusion that radiant mat.ter (or 
rat!ler, perhaps, I should say, the radiant energy 
associated with it), was probably only a concentrated 
f<>rm of odylic force. As the comparison may be of 
interest to your readers, I give it below:-

Vacuum Tube Phenomena 
·(Gassiott, Crookes, etc.) 
1. The discharge, in a low 

~cuum, is reddish-yellow at 
the positive pole. 

:r. The discharge, in a high 
wcnum, is blue-voilet at the 
negative pole. 

Reichenba&ch Phenomena. 
(Reichenbach.) 

r. The emanation is reddish­
yellow at the positive pole of 
a battery, and the South pole 
of a magnet. 

2. The emanation is blue­
violet at the negative pole of a 
b:1ttery, and the North pole of 
a magnet. 

3· Similar polarities repel, 
and dissimilar attract, each 
other. 

4· The approach of the 
hand is often followed by the 
appearance of a bluish flame, 
originating at the point of th~ 
tube touched by the finger. 

,3. Similar po!arities repel, 
and dissimilar attract, each 
other. 

4· A bluish ftame is one ot 
the characteristic appearances 
of Odyle, which is seen in as­
sociation with the human body 
and bands especially. 

In addition to the above resemblances we may now 
affirm the following:-

5· The ravs are capable of 
pashing through substances 
1m penetrable to ordinary light, 
such as wood, ftesh (metals?), 
etc. 

5· The em;mations are 
capable of passing through 
substances Impenetrable ~o 
ordinary light, such as wood, 
flesh, metals, etc. 

Your readers m'ly decide fllr them;elves whether 
such a series of resemblances is sufficient to warrant 
the conclusion that the light of the \'acuum-tube is 
probably simply a large quantity of odylic force or else 
a closely allied form of energy. The visibility of the 
one and the invisibility of the other to all but a small 
number of " sensitives " may be explained on the sup­
position thrLt only a very small quantity of the force is 
concerned in the Reichenbach phenomena, so that 
only exceptionally sensitive persons are affected ; while 
in the vacuum-tube large quantities of the force are 
exhibited, and, it• effects becoming more massive, it is 
obvious to all. The value of all this to tbe student of 
the BJrderland is that it was by this force that 
Reichenbach undertook to explain the phenomena of 
hypnotism, somnambulism, clairvoyance, &c.; and its 
identification with the light of radiant matter would 
serve to elevate another department of Borderland 
investi~tion from the domain of " supeutition " and 
" morbtd fancies " to which it has been relegated by so 
many students of science. F<>r without undertaking 
to assert that Reichenbach's explanations are estab­
lished, the opinion may be entertained that his views 
are treated with less consideration than they are 
entitled to. 

In reference to the literature of the subject the 
vacuum-tube phenomena are discussed in various text­
book• of physics, such as Ganot's, Deschanel's, &c., 
arid in the detailed accounts of investigations in the 
Procudings of the Royal Society,· while the Reichen­
bach phenomena are dealt with at length in the work 
of Reichenbach, the first and second eaitions of which 
were translated by Professor Gregory and Dr. Ash· 
buml'!r. The thtrd edition, greatly enlarged, still 
awaits translation, but is available for those who are, 
happily, masters of German. A condensed statement 
of its conclusions, from the pen of A. J. Ellis, \\•ill be 
found in The Zoist for r8ss-s6; while a translation of 
the portion which deals with the relations of the Odylic 
force to clairvoyance, somnambulism, &c., has been 
made by J. S. Hittel, and is published under the 
title or " Somnambulism and Cramp."-1 remain, 
yours faithfully, 

E. D. BELL. 

RONTGEN'S VINDICATION OJ' REICJIBNBA.CK. 
THE Harbinger Of Light, of October JSt, writing on 

the same subject, says :-
Dr. Kraft, writing to the Frankfurter z~itun,r, alleges that 

the famous discovery of Professor Rontgen, is, in realitv, a re· 
discovery of the Odic rays; the existence an nature of whicb 
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were first proclaimed by Baron ,·on Reichenbach, upwards of 
forty years aj;O ; when Dubois-Reymond, perhaps the most 
fa1_11ou_s French physioiogist of his day, cooly characterised his 
scientific labours, as " the most deplorable abberrations that 
had ever scattered the brains of a human being," and as" fables 
that deserved to be flung on the fire." And now comes Professor 
Rontgen, who demonstrates beyond all dispute, that these 
"deplorable aberrations" of Reichenbach, were really the revela­
tions of a great scientific truth, In his Dtr smsitiu .Afmsch 
urtd .rein Verhalten zum Ode ("The Sensitive Man and his 
~elations with the Od "),published at Stiitlgard and Tubingen, 
m the years 1854 and 1855· there will be found at p. 2252, the 
following passage:-" Madame K. was amusing herself by 
bringing the back of her hand near the conductor, so as to draw 
forth electricity with the tops of her fingers, when these by 
r~s_on·o.f·tbe:odic cll!l:ent, beca"!e so transparent that she ~uld 
d1Stmgu1sh wuh prectsJOn, the vems, the nen·es, the tendons ar.d 
the muscular ligaments. This may prove to be of incalculable 
efficacy in therapeutics, especially for purposes of diagnosis. For, 
g!'·en the possibility of rendering the bodY. of every sick person 
d!apl:an(ll.:s, br good sensith·es, these WJ_ll be in a positton to 
d1scem, what mtemal organ may be morbidly affected, and what 
progress it is making towards amelioration or deterioration. 
:\loreO\·e~ the physiological proce~ses of the body in health may 
be cxammed 1~ the same :-vay .. : Here we. have the X rays 
a~curately de~nbed, and the1r ut1hty to the sc1ence of therapeu­
tics c!enrly potn~ed out, more than forty yeans ngo, by the great 
< henust who dlscO\·cred creosote and para fine ; who was one of 
the first geologists of I: is day; and whose mind was also of such 
a_ practical character, that, m conjunction with the Count von 
Salm, ~e est.ablisbetl lar~e manufactories in \Vurtemburg, and 
:MoraVJa, whtch enabled h1m to amass a princely fortune. But 
the ~arm~ von Re~chenbach was a spintualist ; and therefore 
<?ffictal sctence wh1ch was then, as it ts now, materialistic to its 
linger-tips, receh·ed his di,;covery of what are now called the X 
rays with deri,ion, and scornfully dismissed it, as the diseased 
product of a brain subjected to "deplorable aberrations! " It 
~hould be added that the \"ery word "Od," expre~scs the idea of 

. an all-penetrating force in ~ature. 

PHOTOGB.APHIWG SOUliDS. 
\\"HAT with scientists and psychical researchers we 

arc really getting somewhat mixed. Mrs. Besant no 
soor:e.r shows us the col?urs of our thoughts, than an 
Amencan professor explams that an angry emotion can 
be. converted by chemical precipitation into a brown 
po1sonous compound, and now to complete the general 
topsy-turveydom, we have photographs of sound. 
. ~rofessor Graham Be~l, of telephone fame, and his couoin, 

Chichester Bell, hm·e discovered that a gas-flame or a jet of 
fallin_g water reproduces }>y vibrations C\"ery sound heard and 
every word spoken near lt. The two gentlemen named have 
devised an invention for collectin~ these tiny sounds. A jet of 
water plays !l~ar the sound as It iss~es, perhaps a .musical air, 
perhaps a pohllcal speech, perhaps a pm·ate com·ersallon between 
t"lll·o great financial magnates which they would not ba,·e got out 
for the world. A little :""~ter fr~m the jet falls upon a plate of 
ghtss and spreads over 1t m a thm film. The vibrations are re­
peated upon the glass in delicate wa\·es. These are caught upon 
~ sensitized tablet behind the glass plate, and reproduced by 
tnstant~eous photography. The water is slightly coloured, and 
the sunlight must fall upon tl:e glass plate. By means of Pro­
fe,.,or Bell's apparatus the waves are re-translated into sound, 
:md thus a'!- _exact <:'1P>. of ":hat ~as been said or sung is made. 
Properly uuhsed th1s mventton will do away with the toilwme 
procc>s of learning shorthand. 

Jm. LAli'G 011 DJL BAB.ADUC'S 
EXPERIIIEIITS. 

\\.riling in the .Daily Neu•s on Dr. Baraduc's lecture 

on his experiments in photograp~tingthought, Mr. Andrew · 
Lang says:-

Assuming, purely for the sake of hypothesis, that there are 
analogies in nature between subjecth·e moods of the mind and 
physical facts now capable of scientific examination, then Dr •. 
Baraduc's ideas may seem less extravagant than they do without 
the aid of this chantable assumption. 

The Doctor told a French reporter that something" goes out 
of" a man at death. This, of course, is usually held by every­
one who is not a materialist ; the "spirit " goeth out, bot that 
is not precisely what Dr. Baradoc seems to mean. He speaks of 
" a superior principle, which has not hitherto been admitted 
into the domain of physical science, 1or lack of registering 
apparatus." But now " the photographic plate reveals the Light 
of Life, and we can have a photograph of the lital force of men 
and beasts." In fact, Dr. Baraduc can photograph .the very 
!igbts which the hero of Bulwer Lytton's tale was enabled to see 
m trance. 

" Photography can register the invisible and fluidic energy of 
our vitality; this should be the aim bf science in the future," says 
the Doctor, who registers the vital force of man by a "biometer." 
Man is a colony of cells, a heirarchy of consciousness. " Each 
of these little beings has a material body, and a little luminous 
soul. Suppose an exaggerated intercellular tension of all these 
little luminous souls, under stress of the will and the spirit, and 
you will ha\'e an escape of the whole fluidic force. In the same 
w~r· if though! is simply fixed on an image, this image of light 
wll ha\'e a sufficiently powerful photochemical action to impress 
the film, and that in a fa&hion invisible to the human eye. 
"This," says the Doctor, "is what I call a 'psychicon • 
('psyche' and 'eikon,' an image of the spirit), a luminous and 
lh·ing phantasm of the thought." If this be true, we ha,·e, in 
part, the rationale of" Te!epathy," the thought of Jones impres-

. mg itself somehow on the thought of Brown, '" standing at some 
considerable distance ; standing, in fact, in quite another 
room." \Ve hal'e, too, the rationale of the hallucination of 
light, which accompanied the ,;sions of the Maid of Orleans, 
and of many other '·isionaries, such as Pascal, Colonel Gardiner 
1\Irs. \Vodrow, many lunatics, and the saints. Dr. Baradu~ 
might be a mystic, not a photographer, and perhaps he is rather 
more of the former than of the latter. He does not profe.;s to 
photograph thought, as people ha\·c said, but only to photo­
graph "the i~age modelled \\;th the light of life, by our thought, 
and extemahsed under the force of will, by the breath (souffle) 
of the spirit." Alas, we are now in full metaphnics; \\'hnt is 
"will," what is "spirit?" These agencies nrc unrecognised b,· 
physical science. In an1, case, " this light of life is not the soul 
as c<?nceh·ed o.f by re.i~on, but the ~ensib!e ,·ita! . soul, the 
plastic and lummous mediUm," in fact our \'cry old friend .. the 
animal spirits." ' 

Though thus obYiously "paying himself with words,'' DT. 
Baraduc continues his photographic experiments on a Jive 
pigeon, as Miss Cobbe will be sorry to hear. He fixed up the 
poor b~d, pain~ully agi_tated, with a plate ~m its breast~o and got 
three kmds of lmpres~JOns-fir~t,· thmgs hke the bursting of a 
shell ("proof of the wild terror of the fowl"), then whirls 
(tou~b11lon~)-" the ~budder of anguish," then mere lines. the 
passiOn dymg down. Then the Doctor killed the bird, and the 
photographic. p!ate registered nothing more. All late experi­
ments gave S1m1l.u results. Human heart-beats are also photo­
graph~-:-probably the Doctor can r~gister the passion of lo\-e. 
Our ftmd1c tody "doubles and contams our material bodv" and 
i~ ob,;ously our "astral body." Such are the theories and' expe­
I"!ments of Dr. Baradue. They correspond to popular supersti· 
ho';ls, and to the hypotheses of "many an old philosophy." 
This is not calculated to prejudice science in their fnour, but, 
of course, anybody can repeat the experiments. The lan~age 
employed by the Doctor is not the language of physical SCience. 
~ypothc;ses "fingit" with a l'!lthe.r reckless alacrity. MoreoYer. 
1t 1s plam that be must subm1t h1s plates to a microscope. He 
has apparently been photographing the pigeon's feathers in 
motion and taking the results for the agitation of "the light of 
life." 
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YIII.-MORE ABOUT THE ·BURTON MESSAGES. BY MISS X. 

L-A JUUOmDBB. TO SOXE ORmes. 
. 'DERHAPS no clearer proof could be produced of the 
IS;' extreme shallowness of the average c1 itic of psy-

chical phenomena, than the reception by some of 
the newspapers of my address on " Some Experience !I, 
.apparently supernormal,, delivered at the \Vestminster 
·Town Hall on December 4th. How is the public to 
trust newspaper evidence as to matters of any doubt or 
difficulty, when statements so utterly without foundation 
are made as to what has julit happened at their very 
door? 

T~e World gra~efully describes the meeting of the 
Soc1ety for Psych1~al Research as a " peculiarly nau· 

. seous ucrudescence of offensive spiritualistic balder­
dash," and the narrative of the t>xperiences as a " vulgar 
.imposture." Tbe St. 7ames's Gazette •·as less offensh·e, 
but quite as stupid; the Westminster was the victim 
of a series of especially silly mis-statements-so silly 
on the face of them, as to be utterly unworthy of reply, 
.and which I consequently ignored. At the persunal 
~cequest of the editor, however, I granted an ioter\"iew 
.to a representative of that paper on lJecember 17th, 
which I reproduce below. 

Silliness is so very common, and so very commoo­
pl.ace, that it is difficult to light upon any variety in 
the least new and original. Mr. Wilkins's criticism 
published in the 1Vestminster Gazette, however, was 

·almost clever in its entire ineffectiveness. Had be done: 
:me the honour to be prc:sent-:md his patroness, M u. 
Fitzgerald, was cordially invited to send a represent&• 

·tive-or had he even read the account ofthe phenomena, 
which Mrs. Fitzgerald professes (in a letter addre~sed 
to me) to have done eight months ago, he would not 
.have found it necessary to "protest" against teo cate­
•gorical statements which I never made. I not only did 
not make them, but I made nothing in the least like 
them, and I entirely agree with Mr. \Vilkins that the 
ten statements arc fal~e and f.Jolish from beginning to 
end by whomsoe,·cr they may have been in\'enteJ. 

It would be im?ertineot to wa~te the space of BoR­
DERLAND over any sort of detail~d refutation. Tne 
intelligent reader is referred for further information to 
the account published eight months ago, and_ to tbe 
resuml of my address at the \V estminster Town Hall 
·which appears below. 

THE DECALOGU"E OF INDICTMENTS. 

The following is from the 1Vestminster Gazette:­
(1) It is slated that the mausoleum is of" white marble, square_.' 

It is not square, nor is it of white marble, but of dark Fore;t of 
DeaD stone. 

(2) "On the altar re3:s the coffin, which holds all thai is left 
of Ricluu-d Burton." 
. The coffin !'ever rested on the altar at any time, but on a place 
prepared for 11. to the left of the altar as you enter. Such a thing 
as a coffin re.>tmg on the altar woald be contrary to Cathohc 
_usage. 

(31 "The comra-:le;,hip begun in the distant lands of the risin'> 
sun,'' &c. o 

This shows absolute ign:>rance of the most e!ementary facts of 
Lady Barton's life. She first met her future huoband on the 
rampartS of Bou!ogne. They were married six years after in 
Lo~oo, ~nd they. did not go to the East until eight vears after 
tbe1r mamage. She never saw '' the dhta:tt tents o( the lands 
of the Jisiug sun., (sic) until sh:: w.:nt to D.lmascus in 1869. -

(.J) There is mu:b ab:>ut "Alice," the maid. It i3 a mere 
detail, bat the name of l.."\dy B11rton's maid was 11ot Alice, nor 
anythin1: like it. I suspect the "Spirit" got mixed here. 

(5) There are no crystab of Sir Richard Burton's at the' British 
Mus~um (a' stated). The cr}'!>tl!s were left by Lady Burton to 
her sister, Mrs. Fitzgerald. . 

(6) Tbe statement that, in c:msequence of tltc "communica­
tions," Lady Bartoo wa-; "for some time unattended" by a 
medical man, is untrue. Of late years she was ahnys attended 
by a doctor, M>m:times by two or three. _ 

(i) The directions of the "Spirit" that Lady Burton should 
"have a capab!e literary f.Cctetary, no mere type-writing clerk,'' 
is a cruel and most unjust reftecuon upon the young lady who was 
her private secreta• y and friend for the Ja~t six year.; of her life, 
a lady in whom she had implicit confidence, and whom she made 
one of her literarv lru.,tees . 

(!!) There is a fot of nonsc:t;e ab:>ut a d~ad ro.;e. Lady Burton 
never removed any dead ros:: from her mantelpiece. It was thCTe 
to the day of her death for any ca>ual visitor to sec. It therefore 
hardly needed a special revelation for the "Spirit" to discover it. 
She was fond of keeping such relics. Many people are. There 
is nothing abnormal in this • 

(9) The medical pnu:titioner ~he is said to have "discovered" 
had no" rare nam~." It wa-> an ordinary name and one well 
known in the medical profession. 

(10) It is not true to say that after Lady Burton's death the 
cemetery authorities interfered and "concreted the door of the 
mausoleum." Tbey took no action in the matter; the door is 
Mt concreted, and tt can be opened with the key wbich is in Mrs. 
Fitzgerald's po55ession. By her dead sister's wish she alone 
grants or refuses permission for people to enter, and she very 
properly refused admission to certain spiritualists who wish to go 
and bold their unholy revels in the chamber of her sacred deacl. 
In refuaing 1111ch application~ Mr.;. Fitzgerald -has, I am sun•, 
the sympathy of aU healthy· minded and right-thinking m~n and 
women. 

t.~TllB SQUARE liAU"SOLEUM • 

A photograph of the Mausoleum illustra!es my article 
of April last. It is a copy of one 11hich Lady Durton 
herself gave me six months before. Presumably, there­
fore, I was hardly hkely to be ignorant as to its outline. 
JE;thetically it is a terrible pr.Jductioa, a stone· tent 
wi:h stained glass windows ! 

2.-THE COFFI~ 0~ THE ALTAR. 

The altar is of the smallest, "the coffin, naturally of 
the largest; moreover, on the occasion of my spending a 
dr.-ary afternoon in the Mausoleum, the coffin was 
co\"ered •·ith a sort of gilt American-cloth table-cover. 
Lady Burton, on that occasion, used it lor a table and 
t •• ok notes on it of the sitting. Was 1 likely to say, 
" It rested on the altar" ? Is there any religion any­
where which would tolerate a coffin on an altar, even if, 
C•>nsidering their rc:;pective bizes, such a feat of balanc­
ing were possible ? 

J·-'' IN THE LANDS OF THE RJSI:IIG SUN." 

I never said a word about "the comradeship begin· 
ning in the lands of the rising &un," nor anywhere else. 
This is another pur~ invention. Readers of the BoR­
DEKLAND for la~t April may remember a postscript 
quoted from Lady llunon hers::lf, as to where it dad 
begin, if they are anxious in the matter. 

4·-" ALICE THE .MAIO." 

"There is much about Alic! "-very certainly not 
the m1id, whose no~.me is very well kno.vo to me, as sb~ 
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as BORDERLAND. 

is often referred to in Lady Burton's many letters to 
me. Alice is called Z. in the account published last 
April, and her identity can there be studied at leisure, 

5·-THE CRYSTALS. 
r The crystals are certainly not in the British Museum, 
and I was very unlikely to make any mistake as to 
where they are or to whom they were left, as Mrs. Fitz­
gerald is well aware. It is a point on which more may 
be said later. I am in possession of four letters from 
Lady Burton as to her Wl!>hes in regard to those crys­
tals. I have also other information on the same sub­
ject. 

6.-'' UNATTENDED BY A MEDICAL MAN.'' 
On this point I read, in the course of my address, 

quotations from letters to me and to another friend from 
Lady Burton, dated September 5th, in which she de­
scribes her relation with four doctors who attended her 
during the period in questitn. 

This phrase again is a pure invention. 

7.-"THE CAPABLE LITERARY SECRETARY." 
Mr. \Vilkins tells us, and I hear from other 

sources, that this person really existed, and that she 
remained wllh Lady Burton for six years. Nothing 
could be more ~atisfactory. This imperious order of 
the alleged Sir Richard was therefore scrupulously 
obeyed. 

8.-'' A DEAD ROSE." 
It is satisfactory to have Mr. \Vilkins's additional 

testimony to the existence of this dead rose, which I 
agree was a very harmless po:ssession. I never made 
any statement as to its removal, though "Sir Richard's" 
order in this matter is one of those of which Lady Bur­
ton wrote to a friend on October 4th, 1895, saying that 
she had been making a list of all the orders given to her 
in the MS., twenty-five in number, and was carrying 
them all out as speedily as she could. 

9·-'' .1-~0 RARE NAME." 
The name occurs but twice in the Medical Directory, 

and in regard to one family only in the London " Red 
Hook." It is because it is ''so well known in the 
medical profes~ion," so honourably known, that I 
refrain from quoting it. 

10.-THE AUTHORITIES INTERFERE. 
I have not the faintest notion v.hat the authorities 

have done, having neither asked nor desired permission 
to enter. Had I even entertained the smallest ambition 
of the kind I should certainly not have expected to be 
allowed to do so. In letters dated August 15th, 16th, 
17th, October 4th, and November 25th, Lady Burton 
di~tinctly states that, to her deep rt'gret, no s~ances 
would be allowtd in the M;tusoleum were the fact of 
that of August 5th known to the authorities. 

My own sympathies were entirely with the authori­
ties. 

LADY B:JRTON'S WISHES. 
Such are the indictments of Mr. Wilkins's protesta­

tions. They would have bec:n more effective had they 
not been, not only utterly untrue, but utterly improb­
able, and of a kind as to which anyone who had read 
the article, or heard the address at the Westminster 
Town Hall, could w;thout further information ansv.·er 
for themselves. 

!-Jr. wm.ins bas further stated that~ 
The " revelations" vrere so contrary to everythin~ one· knew 

· of Lady Burton, and so completely opposed to all that she re­
veals of herself in the letters, diaries, and papers which have 
been entrusted to me for the purpose of preparing.her biogl-apby, 
that I at once called Mrs. Fitzgerald s attention to them• 
Mrs. Fitzgerald is the sister and executrix" of the late Lady 
Burton, and &be lived with her during the last five years of her 
life. She is, therefore, much better qualified than anyone else 
to speak on the matter. It is at her request and with her 
authority that I am writing now to prote~t against this fresh 
endeavour of certain persons to advertise themselves at the ex­
pense of an honoured name. 

The authority for the publication of these facts bas 
already_been stated in HORDF.RLAND, but I repeat it 
here. 

After the four sittings, two at Mr. M. D.'s house and 
two at Mortlake, the notes taken at the time were read 
over and signed as correct by all who had been ·present. 
Lady Burton then proceeded to discuss their publica­
tion, which she earnestly desired, for a reason charac­
teristically unselfish. •• If I can have this priVilege, 
why should not other sorrowing "idows be encoura11ed 
to try?" the urged, when we represented certain diffi­
culties as to immediate publication. Moreover, she 
desired that BoRDERLAND should be the vehicle rather 
than the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Re­
search, with the critical methods of which she was not 
wholly in sympathy. · 

Before leaving London I sent her a carefully typed 
transcription of the original documents. On August 1st 
and 7th, she wrote me detailed comments, asking that 
I would proceed to prepare a public statement, in which, 
while facts and names were to be slightly di~guised, 
the story was to be told in its entirety. 

On August 15th Lady Burton sent me some special 
directio~ as to" disguising facts." The "slance" 
was to be called a " sitting." probably " st!ance " struck 
her, as it mu~ot others, as a word of disreputable asso· 
ciations, and the Mausoleum was to be called "a tent.'' 
~he reminded me that there were two tents, one in the 
burial ground and one in the garden, and it was not 
necessary to particularise. She added that people used 
to suppose that she ga\'e her tea-parties in the marble 
cne. As her only reason for secrecy was the fear tt:at 
the Mausoleum would be closed to her, it was not neces­
l'ary to observe this injunction, in writing after Lady 
Burton's death. 

On August 16th she wrote to the same effect to Mr. 
M. D., and on Aug-u~t 17th ~ohe wrote to me adding that 
the scene in the Mausoleum, of which she writes in 
most enthusiastic language, had left her with the power 
of J:ersonal communication with her husband. And she 
goes on to say that the closing of the Mausoleum would 
for this reason break her heart. 

On September 5th Lady Burton wrote to Mr. M. D .. 
through whom I transmitted the papers, that she had 
received them with the greatest delight and was about 
to transcribe three copies, one for herself, one for Mr. 
M. D., and one for me. She again expressed extreme 
pleasure in the episode. 

On October 9th Lady Burton returned to me my type­
'1\·ritten copy of the originals, together with the copy 
specially prepared by herself for publication. She 
added certain details v.ilh a view to its publication, 
saying that she had drawn a red line through certain 
sentences she wished me to omit, without effacing them. 
She also explained that in her transcription, as she 
alleged by her husband's instructions, she bad added 
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MORE ABOUf THE BURTON MESSAGES. 

wOrds and phrases where it teemed desirable, to make 
the ~eMe clear. · 

She wrote a.::ain in the same strain to me on Octobt r 
nth, and to Mr. M. D. on October gth, adding to both 
that she could never forget the scene and should always 
long for more. I need hardly enlarge fu1ther, though 
it would be easy to do so, on the que!ttion of Lady 
Burton's views and wishes in the matter. In conversa· 
tion she was, if possible, e\·en more emphatic.] 

I can well understand that some anxiety may be fdt 
by cenain of Lady llurton'a; friends lest the whole of the 
proceedings and of her comments &hould appear in 
print, but I hasten to reassure them on this point, as, 
not only ha\·e we respected Lady Bunon's vin•s as 
indicated by her red pencil lines, but out of respect to 
her memory we have been, and intend to remain, 
reticent on various points, "hkh she did not appear to 
J"egard, as we do, as of an entirely private nature. 

'IHE "WESTMINSTER GAZETTE "-A REPLY. 

At the risk of some repetition of what has been more 
fully detailed abo\·e, I reproduce. in part, the inter· 
view \\·hich appeared in the JVestminster Gazette of 
Tuesday, December 22nd :-

Miss X , whose publication of " The Burton Revelations" 
ba.~ created some sensation, and called forth a protest from Mr. 
W. H. V/ilkins, which appeared in our colamns, hllll, in an inter• 
view with a repre!>entath·e of the If ".!slminsler Galll!tle, made au 
interesting answer to the de~aloguc of indictments brought 
against her. 

It will be remembered that Mr. 'Wilkins, who spoke for Lady 
Burton's sister, declared that the publication of the •• revelations " 
was made "regardless of the fechngs of the living and the wisht>s 
oft he dead," and that the communications teemed with palpable 
inaccuracies and misstatements. 

"I ·found in Miss X.,'' writes our representative, "a very 
practical, clear-headed woman, who, so far fi·om being ste~J>1:<1 
1n the morbid belief oflatter-day sp:rilualism, rej:arded the ongin 
of the revelations as inexplicable. • I am inchned to believe,' 
Miss X. told me,' that these were, in fact, mainly exterr.alisatioos 
of sub-conscious information in my mind and that of Mr. M.D., 
who was formerly a friend of Sir Richard Burton's. But I know 
that this was not Lady Burton':; \iew.' 

" • Can you tell me,' I asked, 'if these revelations were pub­
lished in accordance with Lady Burton's wil.h? The \'cry con· 
trary has been stated.' 

"• It was by Lady Burton's own wish that these revelations 
were published,' answered Mi s X. • We arranged it all in one 
of thP. last interviews we had together. Mr. M. D. Willi also 
there, and could substantiate what I say. But if this evidence is 
not sufficient, I can show you passages in three of her lettef'l! and 
elsewhere, referring to the type-written account of the proceed­
ings in the mausoleum, which I sent Lady Burton. And you 
will agree with me that the final and corrected edition was sent 
back by Lady Burton for the purpose of publication. Here is 
one of the letters.' said Miss X., handing me the document ...• 
[One of those already referred to.J 

"'Lady Burton,' continued M1ss X ., 'wrote to Mr. M. D. in 
the same strain, for she sent him also an amended edition of the 
proceedings. She went to this trouble that the revelations might 
finally appear in the form she "bhed.' 

" • Why did not Lady Burton publish them in her lifetime?' 
I asked. 

"• There was only one 'fact,' replied Miss X., • that deterred 
her from doing !K>. I can show you four letters in which this is 
stated. [Miss X. then produced the letters in which L>dy 
Burton expressed her dread of the ~hutting up of the Mausoleum. J 
· "'I waited some time,' concluded Miss X., 'after Lady Bur­
ton's death to publish the revelations, and even then I decided 
not to give the entire proceedings ::.s set down by Lady Burton 
in the final edition.' · · 

•• ' Then I conclude you were quite cominced that you were 
cling in accordance with Lady Burton's expressed wish?' I asked. 

"• It was much more her wish than mine,' answered Miss X. 
" • What about the alleged inaccilracies and misstatements in 

the communications ? ' I asked. 
" • As to the statements,' answered :Miss X., 'which form the 

aubject of the first six indictments of inaccuracy, they must ha'·J! 
been evolved from Mr. \Vilkins·s inner consciousness. Th~y are 
not taken from the communications, nor did I make them in 
my address at the \Vestminster Town Hall, nor anywhere el~e. 
\\ ith rei(ard to number seven,' continued Miss X., • that Lady 
Burton should have a capable literary Secretary, I conclude from 
what Mr. Wilkins says that she had a capable secretarv, which 
was all that was required. As to the dead rose I ani glad to 
hne Mr. Wilkins's corroboration of Lady Burton's statement a,; 
to the exi~tence of the relic. 

" • One more point and I have finished. I ne,·er said that the 
cemetery authorities interfered and concreted the door of the 
Mausoleum. L'ldy Burton told me herself in writing that by 
tbe terms of her will tbe door was to be kept open for a certain 
period. I do not wish or intend tom ke application for admis­
~ion. I was only there once, and that was by Lady Burton's 
special invitation. I think,' concluded Miss X., • that this is 
quite a >ufficieot answer to Mr. Wilkins's absurd allegations, 
although I could go into the matter with much greater lengrh 
and with documentary proof of m:y statements. That proof will, 
indeed, be forthcoming in the arucle . that I am about to conu\. 
bute to the Procudings of the Sociel)' for Psychi,·al Resl!tlrch.' " 

n.-A liEW VIEW OJ!' THE CORAL BROOCH 
STORY. 

I have repeated many times, that though perfectly 
open to conviction, I at present do not find myself 
compelled to believe that the spirit of the late Sir 
Richard Burton was in any d~gree concerned ;n what 
I still prefer to regard as a curious psycholog1cal 
problem, even after subtracting all that is explainable 
by thou$!'ht. transferenc~, · subconscious observation, 
and possibly even, in some degree, of some strain of 
facts due to Lady Burton's anxiety to · e~otabli:sh her 
point of vie11·. · 

Perhaps, however, nothing in the whole series of 
incidents is so difth:ult to reconcile with my own view 
of the case, as one which, at first sight, looks like a 
breakdown in evidence otherwise well substantiated. 

HOW If WAS LOST. 

It will be necessary to remind my readers of th~ 
details of the story of the coral brooch, and then to 
direct their attention to some special features of the 
incident. 

It occurred on the occasion of the first sitting, 
July 25th, 1895 (present Mr. and Mrs. M. D. and 
myself), not on the Ouija board, but in the course of my 
own automatic writing. It was part of a test incident, 
which was afterwards described on the Ouija board ''as 
the Alice trivialities"; and later, ·• Sir Richard'' added, 
" I don't care a bang about Alice, only to prove to that 
Sidgwick-ridden Seer, hard to convince of what is under 
her nose ! Alice is a test for her." 

The phrases in question, were as follows, obviously 
addressed to Lady Burton :-" You should not have 
given au·ay my pin. Yot~ would not have lost it. 
Alice lost it: pin."· On a later occasion we had 
further, •· A lice had 110 business fXJith my pin," and were 
told that "Isabel gave it," and, again, that we were to 
look in the crystal in hope of recovering it. We asked, 
"Do you mean the pin?"--" Pi11 is brooch"-" What 
is it like?" "Coral. One big piece. Pink." Note 
the description. 
W~en the paper containing t .i~ was sent to Lady 
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Burton, •he was specially impressed with this incident, 
and in a note-of Augu!lt Jrd to Mr. M. D., in which she 
urges him to introduce her to me (not realising that we 
had ever met, as Mr. M. D. had spoken of me only as 
"Miss X.") she begs that it may not reach "Alice" 
as she was anxious to recover the coral herself and 
that it should not again fall into " Alice's " hand~. 
She sketches the brooch on the margin of the letter, 
representing it, not as in the above description, but as 
a routzd piece wi'tlz smaller stones mczrcling it. As 
we knew it had been a stud, this struck us at the time 
as decidedly odd. Lady Bunon described it to me 
afterwards as a remnant of a period " when men wore 
one swagger stud.'' I thought it must have been a 
\'cry swagger stud indeed. 

On August 7th, Lady Burton wrote again to Mr. 
M. D., describtng some curious circumstances &he had 
just heard from "Alice," connected with her previous 
attempts to recover the r.oral, adding that "Alice" had 
never told her this before-that she bad in fact lost it in 
July, 1894, and that she intended to take "precious 
good care" that the should ne\'er have it again. She 
continues for more than a page on the same subjecr, 
and she also adds a note to the same effect in the MSS. 
copy. It will be remembered that when Lady Burton 
was at Eastboume, she sent me a Jist of questions, to 
1rhich she begged_ me to get answers. . 

TilE FINDING OF THE BROOCH. 

One was about the coral, which she wa!t still \'cry 
anxious to recover. After some delay, we one day 
(November 3rd) experimented on the board with tht-Fe 
questions. Here is the result. The alleged " Hr 
Richard" be-gan. ''Did yot1 advertise coral?"­
" Ham't she?"-" No." "Do you want her to?"­
" Yes, lJfornzil![ Post only." "How often? Once 
only ? "-'' Yes." " Is she to gh·e her name and 
address?"-" Fiddle-de-dee, No."' Remembering his 
previous contempt for the whole of this question, we 
asked, "Is this only a test of what you've told us ? "­
" Yts." I delayed sending this for abcut a fortnight, 
as I hoped Lady Burton had forgotten about the ques­
tions, but she showed some anxiety, and I sent her the 
account of the seance in full. She was greatly plea~rd, 
and comments in a letter written November 25th, upon 
every detail. On the question of the brooch, she wrote 
that she would certainly advertise for coral in the 
Mor11ing Post." 

On January 3rd t.he wrote to Mr. M. D. (who had 
meanwhile bee'n abroad) as to the seance ;-sending 
me her very kindest wishes for the New Year and a 
message that she had got back her brooch after a single 
advertisement. 

On February 6th Lady Burton again wrote to the 
same effect to Mr. M. D. and also to myself. 

On February 9th she sent me some curious details as 
to the alteration of the brooch, whkh she was assured 
was her own. She said the dealer was in the habit of 
buying from the London pawnbrokers, and that he evi­
dently considered the brooch good enough to be made 
more of. He had, therefore, altered it from its original 
round shape, and bad made it into the more fashionable 
"bar." Her explanation was accompanied by careful 
sketches. She also, again, repeated her account of 
"Alice's" loss and her own views of the fact. 

I am bound to say that this story struck me at once 
as another example of Lady Burton's desire to support 

.. her theory of Sir Richard's communications at any cost, 

though at that time I w.u also prepared to belic:ve 
"Sir Richard " wrong in his description, and to sup­
plse Lady Burton eight, though it seemed as ifthe stud 
must ha\'C b~en one of eJttraordinary s:ze and detail, 
and dem'ind1ng in iti W<!arer a yet greater eccentricity 
th:m that commonly assigned to Sir Richard Burton. 
. How .. ver, she had got what tahe asked for. Here is a 
coyy of her adyertisement in the Morni11g Post of 
December 3rd :- . 

REWA RD.-Lady Burton lost on a Sunday in July, 1894, a 
Pink Coral Brooch, one lar~e piece in middle, and smaller ones 
nround ; it ·was picked up m the street, and she has reason to 
believe it is in some of the pawnshops. If anyone having know­
ledge of this :wiH communicate with her to 6j, Baker Street, 
London, \V., they will be rewarded. .D~c~mlur 2nd, 1895-

It \vas not till sorne time later that we discov~red the 
whereabouti of the jeweller in question in a town in 
Kent. A trustworthy member of the Society for Psy­
chical Research wu requested to interview him, and on 
April 30th he reported as follows :-

The jewel:er (a magistm!e and respectab!e man) was rather 
amused to think that Lady Burton fastened upon it as really 
hers. He sent it as being fairly like the des:ript1on gh·en in the 
ad,·ertisement, but Lady B. at once pronounced it to be hen. 
The alteration seems to be a t>ure piece of assumption on Lady 
B.'s part to account for its bemg unlike. There IS no e\idence 
of alteration. He never told Lady B. it had been altered. She 
to!d him that it must have been .•. ·. Lady Burton's circum­
stantial account .of the alteration is .surprbing in \iew of the 
extremely scanty evidence-in fact, there IS nothing to justify the 
iuca, as far as I know at present, except the fact that the re­
co,·ered brooch was unltlu the lost one. The jeweller and his 
assistant ridicule the idea of being able to recognise the coral 
alone. They think it wou!d be absolutelyimpossib!e in this case; 
they could not recognise it tbem~e!ves if placed among other 
good coral. 

Further t vidence to the same eff.:ct was furnished by 
" Alice '· on November 2nd, 1896. On being asked for 
her op:nion on the matter, she wrote:-

It is 9uite true that Lady Bur~on ga,·e me, after Sir Richard's 
death, h1s coral stud. It rs a'so true that I lost it, and endea­
voured by ad,·ertisement to recover it. I never diu recover it. 
. . . . :\frs. Fitzgerald showed me a brooch that Lady Burton 
bad bought, and accepted as the stud in answer to her ad\·ertisc· 
ment of the loss. I laughed at the sight of the brooch. It had 
about a dozen stones in it. My ~tud was one ('Oral, backed with 
gold for a pin to attach it. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INCIDENT. 

Next to the prophecy of death I regard this as the 
most inexp!icab:c incidt:nt of the 9ohole series. Here 
is the fact, that a small and insignificant article (its in· 
tigoificance is, in this case, of ~ouprcme importance) is 
correctly describeJ, though, however, absolutely un­
known to Mr. and Mrs. M. D. ar:d myself, when no 
one tbc was present. The description was obviou~ly 
not de1 h·ed from the consciousness vf Lady Burton, 
who consi .. tently described it incorrectly from the very 
first. lc ~ohould be made quite clear that this was from 
the first. I do not \\ish to suggest that she invt:n:ed 
the description after receiving tlie brooch. 

Nor, I think, can the alleged "Sir Richard" be 
blamed for the fact of her receiving a brooch obviously 
not the one lost, considering the terms in which Lady 
Button so minutely described it. 

THE PROPHECY OF DEATH, A NEW DETAIL. 

The other most startling fact of the whole series, the 
accurate prediction of the death ot La ~ Hurton,1de-
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rives new interest and imp;~rtance from a fact ..-hich has 
but lately come to my knowledge. I had always f.-It 
incliiW'd to discount somc:wbat fllr self·su~:ge~ti·on in th:s 
connection, knowing Lady Burton's extreme anxiety to 
fulfil the S()i-disanf Sir Richard's e\·cry command. It 
was not till a few days al!'O that I realised that Mr. M. 
D.'s last appointment with her was not, as I had sup­
posed, 011 the day she died, Sunday :z:znd, but on Palm 
Sunday, the :zgth, a we.:~ later.' Mr. M. D. l\ritcs, 
,December :z:znd :-

She wrote to me about a week before her death, sa\;ng that 
she was coming to London from E3Stboume- that she would 
be settled in Baker Street, and asking me to call and •ee her on 
Palm SIUiday, when (she writes) we will ta:k over a!l that b­
terests us. 

Had &he lived till thea she w.>uiJ have ellcecded by 
three days the time allotted in the! prophecy, "nut 
eight months," whic!t was uttered on J uiy :loth, 18*~· 

ISABEL, LADY llt:RTO~. 

Husband, I come- I hear the ca!l, I ru:1 
To meet the tinkling of hi~ cr. mel hell~. 
The de:tr dream-music. hop~ and memory's spells 

F.nr:lvi»hing my happy spirit, won 
To brighter joumeyings bevond the sun 

\Vhere faith with love's imagin:.tion dwel:s, 
Where joy's new song in o:hcr language teJ:s 

The bles!>ing of as twain in God n!adc one. 

Fairest of women time nor grief could dim 
Thine eyes' blue radiance, nor the smile that p.~t 

Through nature's tr.n·a1l to the light be\'ond; 
The eternal heavens daim thee, by the bond 

Of like to like, in bliss reknit with him 
Thy soul 's desire from girlhood till the last. 

EliiLI.\ A\'LliF.Il GoWDIG. 

m-·A. Us'O'Kg OP KISS X.'S P.AP:U. 
Miss X.'s paper on the Burton Case, und!r the ti:le 

"Some Recc:nt Experiences, apparently Supernormal,'' 
was ttad before the Society for Psychical R~s!arch, in 
the Westmins:er Town Hall, on Friday, December 4th. 
The Chair w.as taken by the President, Mr. \V. Crookes, 
and the hal111·a• unusually full. 

The foll•11 ing 1·t!sumt u£ the paper is rakcn from the 
January Number of the" Journal" oC the S<>cic:y. 

"Mis; X." opcn~d her addre~s by explaining the delay wtich 
'bad 'OCCU~ in presenting ·thi~ case to the puh:ic. By Lady 
Burton's ~pecial directions, a part of it had been puu:ished in 
BoADULAND immediately after her dea:h, but as her rela:ives 
objected to the further publicity of its presentation to the Societv 
for Psychical Research she had, as a matter of courtesy, accc<le;l 
to their wishes, and had delayed the ma:ter lor ei~:ht month. 
The critical and systematic methods of the Sodel y for Psychical 
Research 11·ere not wholly congenial to Lady Burton, and the 
accounts of the phenomena which had been prepared at her 
dictation bad not been originally intended for the l'roattdinx.<, 
though, at the special requ~st of "Miss X.'' and ~Jr. M. D., 
she bad consented to their adaptation for this purpo~e. 

By their " adaptation" ".Mtss X." m~ant their re~toration to 
their original form, the ipsissima 't't'r/Jfl of the original messages, 
which happily rcmaiaed in "Mis.; X.' ~" posses!>ion. While the 
MSS. had been in Lady Burton's care, she had dictated a care­
ful transcription of such parts of their contents as she considered 
suitable for pub!ication, omitting a ~:reat deal of matter of a 
wboUy per110nal and pri,·ate character which would of cours~ 
ranain unpubli~hcd. She bad al!oO 'upplied many '\\'ords and 
phrases which rendered the messages more coherent, and w!lich 

.she aUege.•, in :·Arious Jette: s, were dictated to her by the spirit 
of her decca~~J h!lllband. Howe\·er, such interpolations" Miss 
~-·· considered. were, from the point of \'iew of e\·idence, uri· 
desirable, and •he had therefore ,·ery carefully restored the original 
readin::. thou;,:h it was undoubtedly often dtsconnected and difli­
cu:t to follow. 

•· Miss X.'' was anxious to state as emphatically as possible 
that in presenting Lady Rurton's e\·idence she in no s::nse com· 
mitted ftersc!f to Lady Burton's point of view, which was ob,·iously 
that of a coO\;nccd Spiritualbt. "Miss X." considered that 
the phenomena she wa.~ about to describe were, to a considerable 
extent perfe~tly esp:icable on normal lines, given the bypothe!>is 
of thought-transference and sub:onscious memmy and obsen·a. 
tio:1, Accidental coi:lcidence, po"sibly, might explain certain 
details, and in regard to the small residuum she herself was per· 
f~ctly willin;: to remain agnostic. Only ,·ery stupid people talk 
in these d.tys about the •• impmsible," and she did not feel the 
bypothc:>is of spirit-return uy any means impossible, ba,;ng a 
very strong faith in what our fathers would call "special PrO\;. 
<!ences" an.l in the Life of the world to come. In thi~ particular 
i:lstance she consideretl it, howe,·er," unnecessary. 'Ve had 
waited long for such alternativ~ explanations as we now possessed, 
and as hut a fc:w )'cars ago •uch a story as she bad now to tell 
wou!d hm·e heen ine,·i:a!>ly classed as "spiritualistic" in e\·ery 
detail, "he fe!t encouraged to belie"e that the time was not far 
hen:e when we •hoald be able more exactly to claSloify e\'en 
those incidents which perplexed us now, and perhaps to demon· 
Mrate and C'lmmand their ('Toduction. In what dtrection such 
c!a!ISification might lie, was, she felt, unimportant, except to 
those who had a theorv at •take ;-h:.,ing no such theory, spirit· 
ual or mate! ial, she herself was content to wait, and meanwhile 
to say bo!d:y, •• I don't know." 

}o"or the sake of bre,·ity, she \t'ou!d, throughout her paper, pre· 
sen·e the form of personal s:atement which the mes!o:lges had 
original!\' ilS!>umcd. They purported to proceed from Sir Richard 
Burton himself, and for the sake of con,·enience she '\\'ould use 
such phra£es as " Sir Richard said '' and the like, but she begged 
her audience to bear in mind that •he did so forcom•enience only, 
and ";thout in any degree committing 'herself to any theory as 
to their origin ::nd source,-wuhout, for one moment, admitting 
any nece,,ity to suppose th:.t the late Sir Richard Burton was 
in the '·ery Jeast concemed in the matter. Her audience were 
well aware that sub-conscious information was ,·ery frequently 
exlemali•ed in picturesque or dramatic forms, as. for example, in 
pictures in the crystal, in which an acti,·c ,;suali..cr could often 
pcrceh·e not mere pictures only, but scenes full of act ion ; or 
ocea•ionally writing, which though proceeding from the mind of 
the Seer woul<l be, as it wcre,Jmt into the mouth of some second 
pen.on cr e\·en in the form of ialogucs and com·ersations. 

•• .Miss X." poin:ed out that the time at her di-posal wonl<l 
not admit of any <liscussion of the details of the experi.:nces. 
She l>clie,·ed that her own p::rt in the story wa~, u~ing the word 
in its broad, not its spiritualistic r.ense, that of a medium, that is 
to sa\', that the mformation, coming probably from ,·arious 
socrces, was lw her fomtu!ated and externaliscd only, that she 
ori~:it1ated notfting. and cYcn that nothing was self-suggested. 
The subject. as a whole, was one in which her own con~iousness 
seemed unlike!\· to concem itself. Sir Richard Burton she had 
uever seen in her life, 'he had ne,·er read one of his books, and 
bad no de,ire for his acquaintance, lh·ing or <lead. She was for­
tunate enough to be interested in a Yel)' great \'ariety of subjects, 
but was alwap bored hy geography in general and African 
t:a,·el in parucular. Her ac4uaintance with Lady Burton wa~ 
cf the ,·er\' sli:.;h:c~t -she had found her a charming and attrac­
th·e woman, hut they hac! little of common interest, especially in 
their point of ,·iew as to psychic phenomena. 

~loreo\·cr, the special form in which the greater part of these 
mes>: g ,; had l>cen externa:iscd had been one not especially con­
,.;enial to •• ~I iss X." She had seen !oO much folly perpetrated 
in the name of automatic writing that she had a! wars felt that 
planchettes nnd Ouija Doa:ds !tnt themse!Yes ~pectally to self. 
d~ception ; that such a 'cry little automatism went such a very 
long \\·ay that the production> of automatic writers were often at 
best much on a !eYe!, as regards the relation of the parts of one's 
consciousne•s. with the nonscnse-d~cams suggc~ted and aided by 
some sul·jec:h·c pe~cepbn. . . . Goo ole 
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Further; in the first sitting, in her opinion the most interest­
ing, in so far as it was the most spontaneous, two of the three 
persons present were personal friends of the Burtons, and had 
special cause for interest in African affairs. In the second day's 
sitting, in \Yhich a fourth person, .Major An;;truther Thomson, 
had been added to the party, the results, undoubtedly interest­
ing as thought-transference, were all within the knowledge of 
some one present, and the later sittings with Lady Burton her­
self were e'·identially of much le~s ,·alue, as her presence may 
have suggested the answen; to questions she herself asked, and 
they lacked the spontaneity to which "Miss X." :lltached so 
much consequence. Speaking for herself, she had little confi· 
dence in· induced phenumena, induding sEances and experiments 
of any kind. 

·'Miss X." proceeded to relate in out:ine the exper!ences 
under consideration. An idle experiment with a Ouip Board 
led to a long series of messages, partly by means of the board, 
with the assistance of her friend, Mr. M. D., and partly by 
1neans of "automatic" writing by. herself, always with the 
precaution of .k.eeping the paper at arm's length, and beyond 
her range of ,,s1on. · 

These "messages" (using the word in the sense familiar to 
the Society for Psychical Research) purported to come from Sir 
Richard Burto11, their object being to direct his widow how to 
make the best of the eight months of life, which, be a\·erred, 
were all that remained to her, so as to carry on, as far as 
possible, some work she had in hand, and which concerned 
the fame and reputation of her husband. 

In consequence of the expre~sed scepticism of" Miss X.," 
and apparently to induce her continued inte1est, "Sir Richard" 
submitted to a series of test questions, giving nlmes of persons 
and places, with some personal descriptions, and sketches of 
character, of fonner friends entirely unkno" n to her. l\lore­
over, "he" ,·olunteered, as test information. the account of the 
loss of a brooch which was correctly described, together with 
some detailed statements as to its history. 

After some consultation, it was decided that, as most of the 
statements could be \·erilied only by some one having intimate 
knowledge of Lady Burton's affairs, ~he herself should be con­
sulted in the matter, withholding only that part of the message 
which foretold her own death. By an unfortunate accident, 
however, the prediction transpired, a fact evidentlally to be re­
gretted, as it is impos~ible to exclude the possibility of self­
suggestion in its accurate fulfilment. 

Lady Burton expressed the most ,·hid interest in the pheno­
mena, testified in detail to the accuracy of all the statements, 
was com·inced of the personal identity of Sir Richard Burton a.~ 
alleged in the mcs!>ages, and eame~tly begged ":Miss X." and 
Mr. l\1. D. to pay her a Yi>it at :\Iortlake, suggesting that sit­
tings should be held in Sir Richard Burton's mausoleum, where, 
she alleged, she constantly com·erscd \vith him and where, she 
belie,·ed, it would be possible to receiYe &nswer> to various 
questions which the messages had suggested. 

"Miss X." and Mr. :\1. D., \vithout at all com:nilting them­
selves to the ,·iews of the:r h:;~tess, were n~·. erthe:ess willing to 

carry out this experiment and the results were very curious aud 
interesting, though susceptible in great deg~"ee of explanation by 
"suggestion" in addition to thought-transference. 

To Lady Burton's strongly ex~ regret, Mr. M. ~- and 
":Mis.~ X." left the neighbour almost iramediatdy, tile 
one for Y orir!tbire, the other lOr Scotland, but later .in tb~ 
autumn another sitting was held for the express purpose of pro­
posing a series of que! tions which she had prepared,-again with 
very interesting results, which \\;11 te given in detail in 
"Miss X.'s" fortbccming account in the PriJcredings. 

Lady Burton testified that, in her opinion, in addition to 
nrious general statements which she considered highly charac­
teristic of her late husband, there were made, in the hrst three 
sittings, twenty-four as.~ertions as to matters absolutely unknown 
to" Miss X.," and almost all unknown to Mr. M. p. Major 
Anstruther Thomson testifies to the accuracy of the answers tp 
all his test questions. On each occasion careful notes were 
taken and afterwards transcribed and signed as correct by all 
present. The original notes were largely annotated by Lady 
Burton, and as bas been already stated, a S(>Ccial copy compiled 
from these was prep:1red by her for publication. There are also 
oYer a score of letters from her, critical and cmToborath·e. 

It is worth especial mention in Yiew of the theory that self­
suggestion may have aided in bringing about the exact fulfilment 
of the prophecy of Lady Burton's death, that ·• Miss X." 
received a letter from her just before her retu111 to London, 
expressing the hope of frequent intercourse, and that Mr. M. D. 
had an appointment with her for the very day* on which she 
passed awar. 

"Miss X." ccncluded by saying, "I have called these exp<:­
riences 'super-normal.' In the super-natural I have no behef. 
It seems to me that it is in the nature of a thing that we may look 
for its limitations. But things act often in some fashion that is 
unfamiliar to us, in consequence perhaps of the exertion of un­
developed powers or of new combinations of powers already 
known to us-hence the possibilities of the super-normal lie in 
wait for us on en~ry side. The manner and the reason of such 
exertion we shall know when the right time comes .. Knowledge 
is the rew;~rd of labour, and our waiting task is that of careful 
obsen·ation, careful record, and, I think, above all, suspended 
judgment and an open mind." 

In~ few words at the clqse, ~han king'' Miss X.'' for:her 
very interesting address. the Chairman remarked that 
he had never heard a paper more carefully or scientific­
ally thought out or more clearly expressed. He had 
himself been acquainted both with Sir Richard and 
Lady Burton, and he considered that some of the so­
called •· messages" were characteristic, though •he 
language in which they were expressed was, as a rule, 
of a less forcible type than that to which Sir Richard's 
friends were accustomed. 

• llr. M. D. has since di>eover<d that the date wos, in fact, a ..-. ck l.kr. 

Digitized by Coogle 



IX.-SOME PSYCHICAL. AUTOBIOGRAPHIES. 

lllHERE is nothing like personal testimonies. I begin with this article a new feature in BORDERLA."\D in the 
A shape of the :wtobiograpbies of psychics-devoted, not to the narrative of the normal incidents of life, but 

rather to the description of the supernormal phenomena which they ha~ observed or experienced since their 
childhood. I shall be glad to receive life stories of this natQre from any of our readers. Adequately supported, this 
series will not be one of the least useful and instructive that it has been oar privilege to publish. 

L~THB BXPBB.IEli'CBS OF AI ACTB.ESS •. 
I HA YE often thought I should like to tell you of a 

few strange thin~ that ha\·e happened to mt>. I do not 
pretend to understand them even now, and suppose I 
never shall-at least, not this side of the land of shadows ; 
but every word is true. I can only tell them as they 
occurred to me. You ran judge for yourself. 

STRANGE SOUNDS PRECEDING DEATHS. 
The first took plare when I was just eight years old, in 

1854, the last in 1892, so they have spread over a pretty 
long period. In January, 1854, my dear mother lay 
dying-it was Saturday night-and we were all up in 
her chamber, no one expecting her to last till morning. 
The rest of the house was quite deserted. Suddenly 
there was a loud crash, seemingly downstairs. My 
father and brothers went down, but soon came up again 
to resume their 1ratching. But I remember feeling very 
fri~htened, thinking robbers had broken in. Of course, 
be10f so young, they did not say much to me about it, 
but could see both father and mother (who was quite 
conscious and heard it like the rest) knew \·ery well what 
it was. At about the same time mid-day on Sunday my 
mother left us. 

The next happened when I was nearly five years older, 
in December of 1856. I w:lS spending Christmas at the 
bouse of my second elder brother. I was to stay over­
night, anci slept alone in a room running off the same 
lobby as the one that was occupied bY. my brother and 
his wife. My father had been very Ill for a fortnight 
previous. About three in the morning I was wakened 
by a dreadful noise ; it sounded like a big iron ball 
bounding from stair to stair. After bouncing against 
my door I beard it roll a"'·ay in the direction of my 
brother's room. Soon I heard his voice, tellin~ me to 
get up; he wished to speak to mt-. I did so. He asked 
me if I had heard a noise. I said" Yes. \Vhatever was 
it?" He said he did not know. It had woke him up. 
But he could find nothing to account for it. However, 
we had best both get into our beds again. I did so, and 
suppose he did the same. In the morning we talked it 
over, and soon after he went out to see how father wall. 
It was some hours before he returned, and then only to 
tell us that father had passed away about three that 
very morning-in fact, just at the time that we both 
beard that awful noise. 

A GRANDFATHER'S API'ARITION. 
My next experience was that of sight, not sound. A 

little over a year after father's death I was staying with 
some friends for a few days. The eldest daughter and I 
were chums. It was her birthday, and we were all to go 
to the theatre. In those days that was a r•ery rare event, 
and I was all excitement with delight. I was ready long 
before the time to start. The others took things pretty 
cool, and did not hurry themselves. Someone wanting 

something from a room below, asked me to fetch it ; eager 
to oblige those wbo were about to gh-e me such a treat, 
I ran out of the door almost before the request was 
framed ; but I was just as soon in again, and the door 
banged to. Standing just outside on the top stair, 
leaning on his stick, and dressed just as [ had always 
seen him, stood my grandfather. Of course I thought it 
was the old gentleman in the flesh. What frightened 
me was seeing him here, in that house in Red Lion 
Square, so far from his own bomt at Hampstead, which 
I had never known him to leavt>. He was my ·rather's 
father, and nearly ninety years old, but able up till the 
last moment to potter about the grounds of his house. 
I assure! 'ou I did not think it was anything unreal till 
someone "c>pened the door, and then he was nowhere to 
be seen. However, I soon recovered from my fright, 
being much more interested in getting to the thtatre 
than talking of my grandfather. But in a day or two 
after I beard the old gentleman was no more ; he had 
died that eYening. · 

TRANSPARENT PHANTOliS-DOG AND MAN. 

The &econd time I saw something was in 1867. I had 
been about two years married. My husband, a profes­
sional, was away in the country. One day my mother­
in-law came to see me; in the evening I walked home 
with her. She was living in the nei10;hbourhood oi 
Larimore Square, Walworth. We were in the Kenning­
ton Road; to shortl'n the distance we went througb 
Chester Street, Mansion Hou!e Street, and, crossing 
Kennington Park Road, away up New . Street-thi!~ 
brought us round past one end of the old Surrey 
Gardena (then shut up). Just at that spot a consider­
able gap occurred between the houses ; there was a 
wooden fence some six or seven feet hixb, pretty welt 
covered with posters of all sorts ; when about the centre 
of the f~nce 1 stopped to fasten up a shoe-lace that had 
worked undone. 1 stooped with my face to the fence, 
thus bring;ng my head within a very few inches of it. 
My mother ~tood beside me, looking about and chatting 
away. In raising my head I was astonished to see the 
forms CJ( a man and a large black dog standing between 
me and the fence. Starting up with a cry of fear, 1 
looked the man square in the face. He was a stranger 
to me. He was dressed in rather old-fashioned clothes~ 
and wearil"g a black cloak and silk hat ; the cloak had 
fallen back, leaving his right arm free ; his right hand 
rested on the dog's head; but thrcugh both creatures 1 
r.aw the fence. Ther were sitting in shadow. Had they 
been real, in rising must have butted the man in the 
stomach ; I was so close to them. My companion, 
hearing my exclamation, looked up and saw them also. 
We hurried away, and I_ took care! not to return .home 
that way. The next day I went and examined th.1t 
fence, but could see no gate or opening anywhere. And 
please note I could see the fence through the things ; it 
was like looking through smoke. Go ogle. 
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44 BORDERLAND. 

- ,. A PHAXTOll IN SILK, 

On another occasion I was in the dressing-room of 
the place where I was directress of a troupe, in comp~ 
with five or six of my girls, waiting for our turn to go on 

'the stage. The room opened off a short lobby, that in 
tul"!l opened off the outer lobby, through a swing door~ 
facmg that door was a flight of narrow stairs leading to 
the green room, as it was called. Of course, to reach 
those statrs.one would need to pass our dressing-room 
door. Just outside the swing door was a pay box, so 
anyone entering there had to do so in full sight of the 
man in charge, who, of course, was not supposed to 
allow strangers to pass. \Ve were all chatting away 
when we heard the swing- door open, then close ; then 
the swish, swish of a stiff silk dress brushed past our 
.door and above the stairs. We all heard it, and I waited, 
expecting any moment to be called down, as sometimes 
the foreman's wife came to the hall, and wishing to see 
me a~out something, would go down to the green room 
to wa1t till I was at liberty to see her. Not receiving 
any summons, I at length ran downstairs, only to find 
the ~oom quite empty, and gas turned low as usual when 
not 1n use. 

Going up again I went to the man at the pay box, 
::.nd asked him where the lady was that had just gone 
downstairs. He stared at mt>, and said no one had 
gone down that evening, neither had he heard the door 
open as we had. I was sure someone had gone down. 
.He was quite as sure no one had, so there it ended for 
the tl~e. That night my husband came (as he often did 
when able) to meet me. Two of my girls lived in the 
same direction as ourselves, and we all walked home 
t~gethe.r, one of th~m pairing off with him, the other 
wuh me. Going up Greek Street, l''e were in front of the 
·other two. It was a lovely moonlight night, but the 
-street was deserted but for ourselves ; getting to the top 
-we halted to say good-night-the girls were going 
further on across Oxford Street-as we were parting, 
the lady who had walked with my husband whispered to 
me : "Madam, I heard that noise again, and so did 
Mr. S. He turned round to see who it was." "Non­
sense, \Vartz!" I replied. She declared she had. So 
a~ soon as we were alone I said to him : "Harry, what 
dt.d you turn ~~und to look at just now when you "·ere 
·wtth \Vartz ? " Oh ! " he said, " I heard the rustle of 
a silk dress, and looked to see where it came from as I 
had not noticed anyone pass us." \Vas not that very 
strange? He had not heard a word of the former inci­
dent in the theatre till I told him then. We agreed it 
was very strange, but nothing ever came of it that I 
can remember. 

A~ APPARITION BEFORE DEATH. 

\Vhile in that place I s1w a short old gentleman, once 
·"·hen peeping through the cunain to see someone I knew 
in front. Someone spoke to me; turning round I saw 
a man standing beside me, but he vanished in an 
instant. Again in the green room, that time pretty well 
dressed, having a moment to spare, I ran down to spend 
it there. On entering I saw at the other side of the 
room an old gentleman talking, I thought, to one of my 
girls. Speaking to another of them I asked who the 
stranger was that was talking to Tenny. "I don't see 
anyone talking to Jenny," she repTied. "Oh!" I said, 
''that one in the brown hat, with his back towards us." 
Again she said she <lid not see him. Just then I was 
called to attend the stage. When I entered the room 
again he was no longer there. Later on I asked Jenny 
herself who he was. She assured me she had not seen 

or spoken to anyone of that description that night ; 
indeed, had not noticed any &tranger present. I said 
no more. A few weeks afterwards she was absent ene 
evening; the next some friends of hers came to tell me 
she was. dead. The previou.s night, when hurrying 1P 
catch the tmin to get to business, she was taken ill at 
the station, carried home, and passed away before mid­
night. Strange, wasn't it? . 

A DOUBLE CRASH BEFORE DEATH. 

A little more and I will finish. In 1881 we were 
living near St. George's Road, Soutbw;u-k. My husband 
was in the provinces. I had a short engagement at the 
South London. One Monday morning in November 1 
was startled out of my sleep by a terrific crash at my 
bedside. Striking a light I looked about, but could see 
nothing to account for it, so went back to bed. On the 
\Vednesday morning about the same time I was wakened 
again; this time the noise was even loudt>r. Too 
nervous to sleep again I got up, and, lighting the fire, 
stayed in the other room. For days I felt wretched. I 
was sure I had lost a relation. I had not written to 
my brother for years. I did so then, asking news of 
himself and my sister. He an<>wered at once. He was 
well, so was my sister when last he heard from her, but 
his own wife had died rather suddenly the week before ; 
taken ill on Sunday, she grew so bad that at three on 
the Monday morning they thought she bad left them. 
After lying like that for half an hour she rallied, but 
passed away at the same time on Wednesday morning. 
That accounted for the crashes I had heard. 

THE PHANTOM VOICES OF THE DEATH-DOOMED. 

The Christmases of 1883 and x884 my husband was at 
the Theatre Royal, Birmingham ; he was engaged· for 
the run of the pantomime, and as his stay was likely to 
last three or four months, I went down with him. The 
pantomime was most successful, and morning shows 
were given almost up to the last. One day in March, 
desiring his company to \'isit the town, I arranged to 
meet him after the performance at the stage door. It 
was already growing dark when I started out about five. 
Just after turning up a street (of which I have (\Uite for­
gotten the name)-but it was opposite Day'sMustc HaU­
l heard my husband call out my name quite loudly. Think· 
ing 1 must have passed him, 1 at once called back: "Yell, 
Harry; where are you ? '' L?ok.ing round I could not see 
him; and one or two were regarding me curiously, which 
added to my confusion. On reaching the stage door I 
found be was not yet out of the theatre ; indeed, I had 
to wait for him nearly ten minutes. I ne,·er told him 
about it; he had grown tired of my uncanny visitations, 
and a wee bit frightened. \\'e svon after that returned 
to our old lodgings in St. George's Road. In Julyofthe 
same year I had been out one day shopping ; returning 
home I let myself in, having a latch key, and was walking 
upstairs when I heard my old landlord call out : " Mrs. 
S." Not stopping to think, I replied : "Yes, Mr. T." 
Then found he was not to be seen ; retracing my steps I 
knocked at the kitchen door; was told to enter; did so, 
and saw that person 11·ith his wife seated there. Asking 
if he bad called me, they said no ; indeed, bad not heard 
me come in. I thought I must have been mistaken, and 
went upstairs. Mr. T. died in August. Some weeks 
after, under similar circumstances, I was again called 
by name. This time twict~ ; as befc>re I answered: 
" Yes, Mrs. Y.," thinking it the voice of a fellow lodger, 
also a professional. As before I was alone. Going to 
her room. I found she was not even in ~ house-waa 
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away at reheanal, in fact. That p)()r lady died early in 
188), a short time before my own husband passed away, 
which happened in April of t88). . 

· Now, sir, what can you make of all this? All three 
were alive and in their usual health when I heard their 
voices ; all three were in their graves within a year and 
a month. Since coming to Scotland I have heard the 
o~se I have referred to once; that was in June, 1892. I 
wondered who it was then. The mail of the following 
September brought me news of the death of my elder 
brother, who went to Sydney when I was a chtld, and 
died there the 22nd of June. I have no more to say. 
These things have occurred to me. I have written 
nothing but the truth. If they be merely coincidences 
they are strange ones. I do not pretend to understand 
them at all. 

F. S. 

. U.-T.HB VISIOXS 01!' A DUTCHKAX. 
STRANGE ex_~>eriences I have had since my earliest 

youth. Psychtc by heredity, my mother was very 
religious. Once in the morning she awakened and saw 
her deceased mother sitting before her bed. My father 
was sceptical, though at ·his deathbed· he made me 
move the curtains for he seemed to see there things 
which sometimes frightened him, and sometimes de­
lighted him. When he had fallen seriously ill, he saw 
the apparition of men entering with a coffin. He was 
anl!rf that there was made so much haste with it, and 
said "before the asth (October) all will be over." This 
came true, for that date he was in his grave. None of 
my brothers or sister had ever mystical experiences 
besides perhaps my eldest brother, who in his dreams 
heard his dear dead mother speak to him. 

ODD PHANTOMS. 

When about 7 or 8 years perhaps, I, with my youngest 
brother, was in the e\·ening brought to bed upstairs, when 
it seemed to me that a tip of a black gown was flyin~ 
away. Looking down the stairs I believed I saw the devil; 
afterwards one of my brothers was brought home very 
ill and wounded. About 12 or 13 years old, as I was 
going home from school, and passing over the large 
park~like square at which we dwelt, suddenly in the 
midst of day in bright sunshine and blue sky, I heard 
behind me the rustling in the air as from a large bird. 
Looking back I u w really such a beast of a colour of 
dirty white ; as soon as I turned my head it stopped 
and vanished in the blue air. Only a few yards 
separated it from me. 

A MOTHER'S DOUJILE. 

On co~ing home (at the Hague) unexpectedly, I found 
my mother sitting on the table in her bluish gown with· 
out stining at my entering the rcom. Soon after she 
came from another room laughing and friendly as 
always, rejoicing at my coming over. Till this moment 
it is not clear to me how it was I saw her sitting on the 
table in that bluish gown. Years after, when thinking 
of it, it struck me I had seen her ghost. Nothing par· 
ticular happened, though my mother was in the latest 
times of her life, for about two or three years later she 
died. 

A MOTHER'S GHOST. 

My mother died in March. Some months later about 
June, about 4 or 5 o'clock in the morning, I lay reading 
fn my bed one of the books of the astronomer, Camille 

Flammarion ; it was already bright sunshine. Suddenly 
I he;&rd some noise or rusUing and happening to look up 
I saw my dead mother crossing the room inside the 
window from one corner to the other. She was larger 
than in life and enveloped in a bluish light, streaming 
and beaming in a glorious blue bright light. I heard her 
pass, and she looked like a glorious queen,looking down 
as in deep thought. It was a lovely sight, and 1 shall 
never forget it in my life. Of cour:>t', it lasted but one or 
two instants. I remember having seen formerly in my 
youth our former queen, the first wife of our late King 
William, Queen Sophit>, walking along the terrace at 
Schevemingen; she was a stately wom;m full of dignity 
and majesty, surrounded by several servants and 
lackeys in bright clothing. Now whenever I think on 
the holy apparition of my sainted mother, I think also on 
that stately walking of late Queen Sophie, but it was 
still much more beautiful, glonous, and bright. Things 
went better for me afterwards . 

A GHOSTLY KISS. 

One night, weeping itt my sleep over the loss of my 
mother, I suddenly felt somebody come nod kiss me on 
the forehead. Directly I was quiet and consoled; all 
happened in my sleep, and 1 will never forget it. 

A BUDGET OF EXPERIENCES. 

About a year later, I having removed to other room i · 
in another part of the town, I WM sitting in the evening 
at perhaps 10 or 11 o'clock, reading my newspaper, when 
suddenly, happening to lift up my eyes, I saw near the 
ceiling two eyes like points, looking angry and send· 
ing d01m two rays, sharp and defined of light blue and 
white light, and tben it disappeared. Afterwards things . 
went bad and good. I removed to other rooms, where 
the fiHt night sleeping I a11·oke by heavy knockings on 
my chamber door. I found in that house her who 
became my wife. Very soon we were engaged, and I · 
had to lea\·e the house. There grew a coolness, and in 
another room 1 heard my betrothed sobbing; on this 
very moment I saw a white female figure floating from 
without through the window along the wall, \\'ith face 
lifted upward as in high agony; it had a white greyish 
colour. I gave lessons in the house, and while speaking 
with my scholars,sounds and sighs were heard by me, and 
some of them unpleasant sounds, as coming from un­
civilised female people-that happened after the coolness . 
was already over. A year later we married, and have a 
very happy m:1rriage. 

APPARITIO~ BEFORE DEATH. 

Shortly after my father came to die. One evening 
at about IJ o'clock, sitting alone at the table, I believe 
reading a book or newspaper, I happened to lift up my 
eyes and saw my father floating along the wall, and he had 
the appearance of many years ago, when I, as a young 
child, had seen him coming in the morning out of his 
bed and clad in his shirt. Just so I saw him in a 
yellowish clenr light float on the wall as in deep thought. 
Some days afterwards,! with my wife was sitting quietly 
in the room. We both fuddenly heard the noise of the 
street door being opened and falling back but not shut 
in the lock, seemin&' as if the wind had opened it a 
little._ "There now," I said to my wife, "the servant has fqr­
gotten to shut the door." When about half or a quarter 
of an hour afterwards my wife went into the corridor, 
she found the door s!tut tit tlte lock. My father after a 
few days died. . . . Google 
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THE PORTRAIT THAT SllllED. 

Once, a Sunday morninJZ", being one instant alone in 
the room, it was again bright sunshine, I looked intently 
to the portrait of my dear deceased mo:her. Ske turned 
Iter face and smiled at me. It was a broad cloudy 
smile which I found later back in the face of Bismarck, 
ih one of his latest portraits made on hi" 8oth birthday. 

FIGURES ON THE WALL. 

Once, on a Sunday, it was in December, 4 o'clock, 
getting dark already, that I, happening to come in the 
room next to th1.t in which we generally sat, I f&W on 
the wall, say five human forme, being four of them 
good and .one of them evil. The four good were of a 
bluish light, had long beards and prayed fervently, not 
alone with their lips but with their whale forms which 
could be seen about till the middle or some\\·hat more, 
they seem'ed to me to be saints. the fifrh was yello"ish, 
bad a small hat on his head and looked scornfully nnd 
defying. The whole soon vanished, but for my litetime 
I wlll remember that vision. 

THE RETURNING GRANDMAMMA. 

My little boy when about three years old, several 
nights awakened crying .and weeping very sadly. Ask· 
ing him what was the matter, he always said," 0 'ma 
(grand'ma) is coming and will do me harm coming in 
my bed." My wife and I said" Nonsense," but over 
and over it happened, he weeping very very sadly and 
softly. I a~ked how is she looking there, and then he 
said invariably," She has a green umbrella." When the 
second child was to be born, I slept wirh him in another 
rooll'l and there again in the bright light, in the morn· 
iog awakening, sat between our beds with her back to­
wards me, an old woman, I saw Iter grey hairs, but 
instantly it vanished. I learned my child the prayer, 
" Me moar den greden God !oat Torgen " (Whoever 
only lets care the good God, &c.) and since the child 
was quiet in the night. 

THE VISION OF THE UNBORN SOUL. 

When the second child was to be born in the night of 
the Jrd to 4th June, I walked to and fro through the 
rooms, and atiout 3 o'clock when daylight again 
came back the blue light streaming in and the sky 
alreadr blue, so that the tower of a neighbouring 
.cathohc church already could be seen again from the 
window, I came in the room and suddenly felt aware 
there was somebody else in the room, I wondered and 
looked up. There stood in the blue coming daylight at 
the window looking quietly to the tower of the said 
church, a little snowy-white cloudish figure large about 
~ne and a-half yard. I 'VI·as much frightened and 
hastily went· back. Shortly after the child was born. 
And whenever 1 look my young child in the eyes, I 
think on that snowy white creature I have seen in the 
night of his birth. He is a much intelligent child and 
everybody stops to look at him. 

One evening sitting quietly reading I looked up and 
saw the face of my father in the window curtains looking 
.at me, his face was deep blue and seemed made of 
Bowing water. · 

A PREMONITORY DREAM. 

Another time, several nights I found myself in a kind 
-of great warehouse, and bright yellow sunshine was 
-there. At last I found myself in a room in the presence 
-of a gentleman, who seemed to be very an~ious, and be 

rubbed his band slowly as in deep care over his fore­
head and bare skull, 0::1 both side of this the hair being 
black. Shortly after a gentleman came back from our 
business in India (one of the elefants !) with an incurable 
disease and, when I saw him, though \"ery ill, he had 
the same appearance as the gemleman in my dream. 
After nearly a year or half a year he died, and at night, 
near the morning, 1 saw a fine yellow light on the wall 
near my bed. I said to my wife, "Now Mr. X. is dead." 
As I, when going to my office, walked that morning 
along his house, I saw the shutters before the windows 
and the windows opened,"then I knew the poor man was 
dead. 

Once a night I saw passing thr<~ugh the canal before 
my office a large bl:tck boat, it madfi! noise when coming, 
.:411 was dark and dreary. A Jot of prisoners. sat on the 
boat and there stood soldiers on the boat to take care 
of them. 

My, father was always very busy. Once. I saw him. in 
my dream sitting on a table vety busy at work With 
office books, the whole in a church of crystal. 

Once my father carne in my dream an instant sing­
ing a fine song, though in his lifetime he only could 
whistle in a bad way. 

A PROPHECY FULFILLED. 

Still what of another who spoke about such things. 
(I speak seldom or never to others about these things, 
only mr wife who dislikes it). A friend of mine told me 
that h1s JZ'Tandfather toid the following story. After 
Napoleon I.'s defeats riots everywhere began, also here 
in Leyden the mob was chasing the French officials, 
and a little French woman came beseeching for shelter 
her husband being killed. She was taken in and after 
the danger was over she before going away said: 
"Money I have not to spare, but I will give lou the 
assurance that none of yours, nor your sons, an further 
descent will ever be forced in conscription, which fore­
saying to this very day to the letter is fulfilled, none of 
that family being in military service, though being 
spread everywhere." 

liiSCELLANEA. 

The same man told me that his mother when very 
sorry for the long ago, her mother, and tbe loss of money 
that there came from that mother, suddenly wu sur­
prised by the appearance of her dead mother, that con­
soled her and showed the place where the papers were 
hidden, which secured to her the money. 

An old aunt of mine talking with an acquaintance of 
hers over the sickness of · a child, suddenly saw a white 
dog leaping through the house and then the women to 
each other said: "Now the child is dead," and when 
they went out to see, the child was really dead. 

C. P. 

m.-IIAD.AD D'ESPE.B.Ali'CE. 
The life story of this well-known Materializing Medium 

will shortly, I hope, be published in the shape of a Psychic 
Autobiography. Madame D' Esperance called upon me 
last quarter, but we bad only a hurried interview. 
Afterwards I was glad to see that Light has obtained 
and published in outline, some account of the way in 
which this fellow mortal began to know that the in­
visible world is as real as that which is visible. In her 
case it seems indeed as if the invisible world was at 
first the more real of the two. From her infancy 
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:lladamc D'Esperance dwelt among the spooks, seeing 
them moving in and out among men as real and as 
human as her own parents. 

AN EARLY DISCOVERY. 
So far as I know, the first real thought I ever took in con­

Dection with these e:r.perienc:es was when the necessity arose for 
defining and separating them from the e:r.periences of the worka­
day world ; when I came gradually to the understanding that 
the world in which I spent most of the da;r was not the same 
world that the people round about me inhabtted. The discovery 
did not trouble me. I fancy I was rather proud of being the sole 
proprietor of a world to which my nurse and others of the worka­
day world had no mtrl.t; where the people were kinder and 
quainter. It was a wonderful land, and I never tired of relatin~ 
its marvels and beauties, till one day I was told that I was " old 
enou;:h to leave off romancing and weaving absurd stories." 

It took me some time to understand that my stories were not 
believed, bot when I did my indignation was boundless. I 
learned, however, at last that there are some things it is as well 
11ot to talk about to e\·eryone; so I gradually left off translating 
the voices of the wind or the songs of the birds, which nobody 
believed, or only called romancmg-a word which I grew to 
hate. 

A. CHILD'S SHADOW LAND. 

To compensate for this I took much more comfort in my 
human (?) companions, who inhabited what I called my 
.. shadow " land, though they w~ anything but shadows to 
me. They were always kind. If I passed them on the stairs, or 
in the old-fashioned rooms, they greeted me with friendly smiles. 
They seemed to like to have me "·atching them as they mO\·ed 
about, and this I often did. Sometimes strangers came, but 
for the most part I grew to recognise them all, and loved them 
dearly. 

One old lady who frequently occupied a seat near the chimney 
ccmer attracted me; she looked so sweet and gentle in the 
quaint white bead-dress and lace fichu she wore, as she sat with 
swiftly moving fingers under which a stocking was always being 
formed. The Tision fascinated me as I observed, time after 
time, how the deft fingers manipulated the-yam and the glitter­
ing needles, till the idea came to me that I might learn bow to 
knit from watching her. . 

I teased my nurse to supply me with the nece!i'llry materials, 
and then tried hard to mutate the movements :of my shadow 
friend. 

PROTECTED FROM GHOSTS RY SHADOWS. 
The7 said our house was haunted, and gruesome storie!l were 

told o the gh01ots who perambulated in many empty rooms. I 
'llllaS horribly afraid of ghosts. I dido· t know what they were, but 
all the same, I was afraid of them ; afraid to mO\·e from one 
room to another without my shadow friends for company ; afraid 
to be left alo"e in bed unless I saw the friendly face or smile of 
one of them, and felt certain they would protect me from the 
dreaded ghosts. With them I knew no fear; dark rooms had 
110 terrors for me. I would spend hours in the haunted rooms, 
c:Ontent to know that my shadow friends were an all-sufficient 
protection against the ghosts ; · but without them I was the 
veriest coward. This seeming inconsistency 11ained for me the 
~reputation of being " queer." 

· Madame D' Esperance had her ears boxed for des­
cribing the old lady from shadow land who knitted so 
quickly in the chimney corner. But she got over that. 
What filled her child soul with horror was the assurance 
given her by the doctor that "oth< r people see these 
things but they are mad." From that moment she 
shuddered with dread whenever she saw them, believing 
each apparition was a proof that h<r reason was going. 
At last to her great delight, she found that they appeared 
but seldom and almost entirely vanished. 

'IHB ESSAY WRITTEN IN SLEEP. 
When she was at school, she had a very curious ex­

perience. She had to write an essay on Nature. 

My attempts at writing only resulted in wasted p:tper, head­
aches, or miserable tears at my non-succesJ, I began to despair 
of ever producin~; a readable sentence. Every morning I ~e 
with the determmation to write something before night, and 
each night I went to bed resolved to keep awake to think out 
something before morning; but thoughts "·ould not come-­
neither in the daytime nor in the night. 

At last, when it had reached to within three days of the 
allotted time and I had still done nothing, I was driven to my 
knees and prayed long and eames:ly that God would send n:e 
thoughts. When I went to bed that night I took with me 
candles, paper, and pencils, intending, when the other girls were 
asleep, to light my candles and bel(in to write ; but, alas for 
me, they would not let me hne a light, and, in despair, I cried 
myself to sleeJ?· 

Next mormng, when miserably gathering ap the scattered 
sheets of paper from the floor where they bad fallen, I discovered 
that they were covered by closely-writto:n lines, which turned out 
to be a charming, WI! 1-thought-out-essay. This, after due con­
sideration, I was allowed to send in as my work, the hand­
writing being unmistakably my own, though the ideas were 
clearly from a willeT nnd older bead. 

My story of bow I bad prayed for thoughts to be given to me, 
together wit b my known somnambulic propensities, was accepted 
as the probable e:r.planation of the otherwise mysterious occur­
rence. 

THE SHADoW PEOPLE REAPPEAR. 

Some years later, when I had exchanged the busy, occupied 
life of eldest daughter in a large family for that of a young wife 
who for several hours a day was left to her own company, I was 
horrified to find the shadow people reappear, and I began to be 
tormented by the old fear of a diSeased brain. I never sh~:kt of 
these strange visions, I was too much afraid of people t · ·ag 
me mad ; but the weary secret was a torture to me. 

At last she began to bear about spiritu1lism, at first 
she scoffed. but soon she learned the truth, and a great 
peace and rest came to her. She got automatic writing 
and then she began to sketch the portraits of the shadow 
people. 

These were generally done in the dark, as I found that the 
darkness acted as a background, throwing into strong relief 
every small detail of the figure I tried to sketch. At first I was 
as much surprised as anybody to find I had actually succeeded 
in making a tolerably accurate drawing under such conditions. 
I did not understand bow I did it ; all I knew was that to me it 
was not dark. Most of the portraits so drawn were identified 
and claimed by the friends of the portrayed person, so that out 
of some hundreds drawn I only retain a half-dozen or so which 
were not recognised. 

A MATERIALIZING MEDIUM. 

After experiments for five or six years, they began to 
experiment for materialization. At the founh sitting:-

Those sitting outside the cabinet declared that they saw a 
band, then a face, appear between the openings of the curtains. 
I (sitting in the darkness) saw nothing, and was distinctly 
incredulous. I went outs1de the curtains to hne a look, but 
found to my dismay that my limbs would hardly bear me. I did 
see a face, but sank into my chair immediately, feeling strangely 
weak and powerless; and a sort of far-away-from-everybody· 
sen!IBtion frightened me very much. \Vbile in the cabinet I 
beard the remarks of the r.eople ouhide distinctly, though they 
~~eemed to be speaking males away. They were talking to the 
owner of the face I had seen, inviting him to come o'ut, but he 
declined on the seore of having no clothes. 

During the interval between 'that evening and our ne:r.t meet­
ing, my friend, Mrs. F., and I manufactured some garments out 
of some old garments which we intended to place at the disposal 
of our strange visitant should he come again. The garment was 
taken to the ~ance room and hung up within the cabinet, ready 
for use when the spirit came. He did come, and e:r.amined the 
garment critically, but was e\idently not ·pleased with 't as we 
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were, for he rolled it up and threw it out into the room ; after­
wards stepping out himself fully clothed in a robe of purer, 
finer, and more grac~ful fashion than that we had P!ovid~d. 
This was the beginning of a-to me-new phase ofmedtumshtp, 
and, curiously enough, the more it was cultivated, the more 
difficult it became to obtain any other kind of phenomena, show­
ing that the one phase wa~ culth-ated at the expense of the 
other. · 

BOW MADAME DE!olATERIALIZES. 

It may be interesting to adJ to Madame D' E-sperance's 
account of her psychic experiences, a summary of the 
illustrated article published in Light of November 21st, 
on her Dematerialisation. 
The article itself is a 
review of a French trans­
lation of M. Aksakotrs 
book.• 

Madame D'Esperance 
arrived at Helsingfors in 
December, 1893, to give 
a materializing Eeance at 
the urgent request of 
spiritualists of high socinl 
standing. . 

At this seanca M. 
Aksakotf maintains and 
proves to the satisfaction 
of our contemporary, that 
the materialized spirits 
were made up of human 
materials obtained by 
them from Mndame D'Es­
pcrance's body. During 
the materialisation her 
legs appear to have eva­
porated! 

wished to know whether it was true, or if I was dreaming. 
There was light enough, so I called the attention of the person. 
sitting next me to the stmnge thing ; he examined the chair, and. 
so did four of the others, and they all declared it was true, and 
that only the upper part of my body was really there. The chair 
had only my dress on it; my arms, shonlders and chest were in 
the proper place above the chair. I could speak, moYe my arms 
and bead, drink water, and .e•·en feel mJ· leg.• and feet although 
they were not there. During all this time the forms came and 
went, but they only showed themselyes; hands of different shap«;5 
and sizes touched those who were nearest the cabinet. I think 
it must haYe continued an hour, from the time I first discovered 
my strange condition, which was long enough to verify it, and 
quite long enough for me, who did not know if I would ever get 

back my legs and be able to 
go home, a doubt that made 
me ,·ery nen·ous. 

A peculiarity of 
Madame D'Esperance's 
mediumship is that, by a 
bargain with the spirits, 
she never goes into 
trance, and al\\·ays sits 
outside the cabinet; and, 
although she becomes 
passive to the point of 
indifference, she ahvnys 
knows all that goes on. 
Now, as mediums are 
generally out of sight 
nnd in an insensible con­
dition, Mr. Aksakoff 
think3 that partial de­
materialisation may be a 
far more frequent pheno­
menon than we at all 
suspect. 

The bulk of the volume 
is devoted to the corres­
pondence between the 
author and the various 
persons present on the · 
occnsbn ; and in it the 
whol~ m:uter is thrashed 
out and winno11•ed with 
a care and minuteness 
that are calculated to 
meet every objection. 

Although Madame 
D'Esperance was suffer· 
ing, she held the seance, 
and her own letter, ad­
dressed soon after to Mr. 
Aksakoff in St. Pders­
burg, gives an excellent 
idea of what happened. 
Her statements, says 
Light, are completely cor­
roborated by the sitters, 
and M. Aksakotf vouches 
in the strongest terms for 
her entire truthfulness. 
In the letter she says :-

Jl.u>AKB D'EsPEB.I.NCll. 

(Fr011111 Pllotograpla bv Mt·. lJoUI·mcll.) 

The importance of the 
" case " is that it corro­
borates the theory of 
Mr. Aksakotf and others 
about the source from 

The peculiar thing about this seance consists in the disappear­
ance of half of my body, which I only found out by accident. 
My head, or rather the nape of my nc.-ck, was giving me a gool 
deal of pain, and I crossed my hands behind my head to support 
it, which seemed to relieve me. My arms got tired in that 
position, and wishing to rest them on my knees, I found that my 
legs were gone, and that my hands, inslt'<id of resting on my 
knees, were on the cluir. That frightened me a little, and I 

•" tin Cao de DEma!Criali•atinn Partie lie du Corpo d'un M6dium," 
En~ucteet Commenuires; par :&.1. A. AKIAKOFF \ Traduit de I' Allemand 
l'ano: Librairie .de I' Art lndc-pt·ndant, u, Rue <le Ia Cbau•• d"Antia. 
Price tfr. 

which the " spirits" draw the substance for their 
materialisations. That theory, briefly, is that there 
are three degrees of materialisation. In the first 
degree, we have " invisible materialisation" -in­
visible to the multitude, but not to the clairvoyant. 
In the second degree, we have the visible and 
tangible materialisation of hands, faces, and other 
parts of the body. !n the third degree we have 
full forms, in all cases the matter must come from 
somewhere, and M. Aksakotf belie\·es it comes from 
the medium. J 
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X.-SOME STORIES Or MEDIUMS AND T.HEIR .EXPLOITS. 

VfNDER this head I gather from time to time the more 
U remarkable stories which reach me either from 

correspondents or from other sources. Friends 
who have fir~t-hand information as to rern.1rkable 
mediums are requested to communicate with me. 

1.-JmS. BU'JlBAlO[, 01!' QU'BDSLABD. 

. MR. A. H. BURBANK., Government Sun·eyor, Mount 
Gravatt. Brisbane, Queensland, feeling encouraged by 
what I wrote ab:>ut his wife, sends me the following addi­
tional statements about her mcdiumship :-

. 1. Mr~. Burbank will be standing in ("ircle I own family, with, 
say, four other friend;) a!ld s3y to mz •. "Ye~, your drc.1m 
(pointing to o:t:) ":·ls a reahty, you 111·ere. with mz m the spheres, 
while I was lc~tunng-the room was circular, roof a. dome of 
Slpphire, you s1w m: ro!>ecl, and the ro~e w:as hun:: Wit~ pearls 
which • chink~ • as I moved." On refemng to the fnend he 
avers that it was a perfect description of his dream; She seem; 
to see every thought an:l action in the room, whether d:ukenel 
or otherwise. 

z. One evening she d~bed two gentlemen (one of them she 
11ever saw before) who were thirteen mile:; awav-related their 
conversation, part of which was a jockey being killej that day­
she saw the vision of the lad lym~ on our parlour floor, and 
described him accurately-on reference all was correct. 

3· If, say, we have four friends, she will stand before them and 
tell each hi! gifi, and in four instances they have de\·cloped them. 
Let me take one case for instance. A young man (a sun·eyor) 
whom we had known as ofstrid Church of En~lancl faith, visited u• 
-for a few days, during which time he attended our sittings, and 
was so improve'! with the general results that he c~mmenced to 
investigate. A9 I told you befor~. Mrs. Burbank 1s controlled 
to play all sorh of music (which, by-the-by, has developed 
wonderfully). This friend, P., wa9 so affected one evening that he 
wanted to get op and sing to the music in a lan~:uage he did not 
know. It appeared that his affinity (an Etruscan) evolved the 
music, and his soul recogni;cd it as familiar. ~Irs. Burbank to!d 
him that his chief gift lay. in impre~>ional speaking and writin:.:. 
and that one 9tood near h1m ready to help b1m, and 'he de,cnb~·l 
the spirit's arpearance and ga\'C the name as Rev. Jos~ph 
Wilkinson, o St. Peter's, Redcap, Ycrk~'1ire (this was o:tly 
given last night, and we know of none, nor have we the means of 
.ascertaining the identity-we have had so many verified that we 
cease to seek for further te~ts), and that he would control P. to 
write and speak, and then Mrs. Burbank's control (Soel, a 
Hebrew female, who lived time of Pyramids) ga\·e three subje~ts. 
P. sent next day and obtained about six pages of foolscap on 
each subject in the three days he sat. 

The matter given was all opposccl to his early teachings, and 
be said that he never ga\·e a thought to the subject or tb~ c:mtext, 
bot that eat:h word came in•pirationally. :'~~ext e,·cning he 
spoke, but in a low \"Oice, and rather nen·ou~ly-but it was well 
to the point. 

Another siUer, a youth, she saw could spirit-tTavel. and ha~ 
developed him in that direction -she ha> also tested him with 
"Visions of incidents of past life-for instance, during a dark 
K3nce I asked him (as a clain·oyant) what he saw, and he !'.1id, 
4• I see Mrs. Burbank tied to a stake, sh~ is left to die, and I ~ee 
mVl'elf bringing her food, but her head droops and she ca:tnot 
talte it." Mrs. Burbank (Soc!) then said, "That youth sees 
perfectly." This one, my student (Mrs. B.), was so martyred, 
as a few days afterwards was the youth; the other student you 
"have (P.) was martyred likewise some time afterwanh-the two 
110uls (youth and ~If!. B.) came to earth and b:>:e h:>me that 
ofP .. 

The souls of these see \\'hat happened in previou.~ lives, they 
are so gifted. 

Ofien an emb:>died soul will come into our room, and this 
So~l will em'Jrace and convene with a disembodied one. .Mrs. 
B. feels the contact of the hanw of the emb:xlied soul. 

4· Scientific subjects-like "action of different foods in the 
blood,'' will be given, L'lSting an hour or more. 

5· One control at the fiano p!ayed (in the dark) a piece with 
the two hand~ and left heel, and then would play with one hand, 
and placing the left heel on the rung of the chair, and resting !eft 
elbow on ka~e, would act as if sm:~!dng a cigar and lookin:.: 
round. He gave the name of Mons. Julien, and said he played 
in the Vaude,·ille gardens. :Mr-;. BurDa.nk gave tw.> evenmgs in 
Brisbane, and had a Lipp grand piano-Samuel controlling­
all said it was ~artistic mus1c, &c. 

While controlled she can be seen clain·oyantly walking round 
the room, aud she tells m;! that could she tap my knee by ~igr.s 
she could register the thoughts of every one present- for sl:e 
l<nows them accurately, but when her spirit returns to the body 
it is hut as a dream, ;md no p~rmanent knowledge exist!. \Vben 
D~an Monmouth controls and stands before the audience, Mr.o. 
B.'s spirit goes round the room, reads the thoughts, and then 
the control adapts his text to it. Many ~itters have told me that 
•• such and such a text was the ,·ery one they long had wanted 
explained." She travelled to Mars la.,t night, and described a 
terrible war lasting six years -so terrible that the b:xlies coul<i 
not be got rid of, ancl that a hot, dry, and scorching wind was 
blowing o\·cr them and drying them. 

A noise occurred which brought her back. She plays and 
sin~:s in the dark better than in the light. She is never in trance, 
but nearly normal. Till six months since we never re3d a book 
on spirituali~m, and I now find th:~t the majority of our teachings 
and results agree with (fairly) what I now read. Her musical 
friends say that if she learns the notes on the violin, they will 
play that mstrument also; we ha\·c one no\v, ~be learnt the notes 
and then played off by note "Ah, che Ia Morte '' and several 
others, but not under control. It was quite normal. In tweh·e 
months more we hope that ~he may play in the dark unknown 
music as ~be does now ou the piano. 

n.-E1JSAPIA P.ALADili'O AID HER 
"ASTRAL" BAlQ)S. 

A COliYITTEE, comprising M. Sully Prudhomme, of 
Academi~ Frao~aise ; M. Desbaux, Director of the 
Odeon; Professor Richet; M. de Rochas, and Dr. 
Dariex, invited Eusapia Paladino to Paris to hold some 
further experimental sittings, which commenced on 
September 15th. 

Similar phenomena to those previously occurring in 
her presence wer.: repeated-movements of objects at a 
distance, lights, and levitation of a table above the heads 
of the sitters, without contact of the medium's hands, 
and remaining suspended while two of the committee 
endeavoured to press it down. These experiments will 
be fully described in the " Annales des Sciences 
Psychiques." 

Another series of sittings was subsequently held at 
Bordeaux, at the residence of M. Maxwell, Deputy 
Attorm:y·General of Grenoble, who had invited Daron 
de Wateville, Count de Grammont, and M. de Rochas 
to assist. Queslor Vitw thus sumnuri ~es the results 
allowed in Light, November 26th:-

The committee decided to take the phenomena as presented. 
and to concentrate their attention upon the obsen·atJon of the 
process by which movements of object;; a~ ~ dist~nce were 
effected without co:ttact. The result of the1r mvest1gallons m 
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this respect was a unanimous conclusion tl1~t mo,·ement of objects 
at a distance from t~ medium is effected by means of " astral " 
hands projected from' the mt!dium ;·while the' mo\"ement of 
objects close to the medium, such as the levitation of a table with­
out contact, appears to be effected by means of an im·isihle-force 
whlch flows through the medium's bands. M. de Rochas con­
~iders that this conclusion constitutes an important contribution 
to our knowledge with regard to the production of psychical 

·phenomena. · 
While both of Eusapia's bands were being held by M. de 

Rocbas, his face was held and squeezed with considerable force 
by an "astral" band. Hands were in;;erted under his arms, and 
he was lifted up off his chair, the chair being placed over hi~ 
head, upon his sbo:~lders. Other members ol the committee 
were touched in a similar way, one of them seeing the fingers 
that were }.eld over his face and eyes. 
. As to whether the hands thus materialised and projected to " 
distance from the medium were those ofEusapia's own" astral" 
form or not, M. de Rccbas could express no opinion. 

Eusapia, at the request of M. de Rochas, held her bands some 
inches aho\·e one end of the table, which was then levitated. 
\\'bile so suspended in the air, 1\I. de Rocbas Jlincbed the 
intervening space between the table and the medmm"s hands. 
The sensation of the pinch repercated to Eusapia, who uttered a 
cry of pain ; showing thereby that an invisible connecting medium 
passed from her hands to the table, carrying sensation and 
dynamic energy. It is, therefore, possible that these astral 
hands are materialised thought-forms, projected through the 
medium by means of an in\"isible vital circuit which is known to 
carry· dynamic energy and sensation. 

The presence of an operator external to Eusapia was, indeed, 
verified Sf'veral times dunng these experiments, when his f.'lce and 
·beard were partly seen. One of the committee entered the 
cabinet behind the medium on one occasion, and was "handled" 
to a very palpable degree. This intra-normal operator assumed 
the name of "John King," and informed the im·estigators, 
-through his subject, that be was an ex-Egyptian. 

M. de Rocbas pursued further his researches into the identity 
of process exi:;ting between electricity and the \ita! emanation 
radiated from the medium. It was found that the passing of an 
electric current from a Wimhorst machine br means of a chain, 
one end of which was fastened to the subject s shoulder and the 
other to the table, gave considerable additional strength to the 
phenomena. Eusapia in ber normal state objected to the use of 
electricity, but when in intra-n• rmal or "secondary" state, her 
control asked that it should be used. 

M. de Rochas found Eus..'lpia very susceptible to mesmeric 
influe~~ce and suggestion. He reproduced the usual visual and 
auditive hallucinatory phenomena with her. Indeed, be dis­
covered that it saved time to mesmerically induce her into the 
secondary, or trance state, rather than to wait till she was 
entranced by the invisible operator, who, howe,·er, then took 
control of her. 1\I. de Rochas also p,roduced the phenomenon 
of the "exteriorisation of sensibility ' with her, which formed 
into a column at her right ~ide. He was, howe,·cr, unable to 
proceed through tho: process of de,·eloping this into the" double," 
because the invisible operator seized upon this \ita! emanation 
and used it for his own purposes in the production of the pheno­
mena already referred to. 

The posith·e ,·alue of these experiments, as compared with 
thos~ at Cambridge an~ 'Yith the mer.e negati\"eness entailed by 
pers1stent and deternunmg scephctsm, ~lands self-evident. 
Indeed, as M. de Rochas observed, in thi• respect, and therein 
confirming the criticism of Ocborowicz, " If a considerable num­
ber of experimenters in different places affirm the reality ot 
certain phenomena they ba,·e obsen·ed, while a few others fail to 
obtain them, the probability is that the latter did not know low 
to establish the conditions necessary to obtain the phenomena in 
question.'' 

m.-THOJIAS WILD Ol!' ROCHDALE, AlO) 
ms BLUIESE TWill. 

A VERY curious story is told in the columns of Li'gltt 
concerning the medium, Thomas Wild, of Rochdale. A 

correspondent wtitc:; thus concerning tl:tis remarkable 
medjum:- ., 

Thomas '\Vild is one of twin brothers, born in the year 1842• 
conjoined by a ligature, best understood by recalling the Siamese 
twins. The two children were separated soon after birth, and 
Edmund, the other child, only survived about three weeks. 
Here we ha,•e a fact for our philosophers to d•·ell upon. 
Edmund, the hvin brother of our remarkable friend, Thomas 
Wild, claims that Thomas's body is as much his as it i$ 
Thomas's, and when he controls he does so absolutely : an4 
Thomas i;; remm·ed outside his physical organism, and remains 
standing by while Edmund com·erses on the one side with friends 
" passed on " and on the other side with those waiting here for 
communications. 

The remarkable feature of this senice is that the names, age!', 
sometimes the cause of <Ieath, but always the place of residence, 
are gh·en in connection with each communication-the town. 
street, and often the number of the house. 

IV.-JDI.S. GB.ADDOll' AlO) HER PATENTS. 
MRS. GRADDON is one of those mediums who make 

practical use of their mediumshi p. She is" a widow, and 
she claims that her husband, who was an inventor, has 
given her, since his death, designs of machines which 
she has patented. She tells the story as follows in 
Light, January 9th, 189i :-

On the morning of April 20th, 1886, before I was a Spirit­
••alist, about a fortnight after the death of my husband, who was 
himself an in'"entor aud keenly interested in all mechanical appli­
ances, I was standing in the breakfast-room discussing with my 
children and the sen·ant the question of d1nner, with a view to 
which I had been chopping up some veal. Suddenly I was 
conscious of a very curious sensation. Hardly knowing what l 
did, I called excitedly for a pencil and paper, which were 
brought. Then I sat down, and my hand was made to draw a. 
diagram of what I afterwards saw was a chopping machine. 
After long consideration, and acting on the ad,·Jce of friends, l 
decided that the idea indicated by the diagram was a practicab!e 
one, and proceeded to patent it and ha\'c a model manufactured. 
Then I got a City firm to take the matter up, and entered into 
an agreement with them, under which they paid me £so dowu 
and undertook to take out the foreign patents and put the 
machine on the market. Unfortunately, within three months 
afterwards they went into liquidation. Now that contingency 
had been prodded for in the agreement, under which, in such an 
event, the so~e interest in the in\'ention reverted to me. Rut 
when I took steps to enforce this, I found it would cost me£joo 
to pay off the commitments into which the firm had entered with 
foreign patent agents and others before I could regain control of 
my patent. Try as I \\'ould, I could not mise the money, and 
eventually the patent lapsed. In the meantime, however, I had 
come into contact with some Spiritualists, and bad begun to 
im·estigate for myself, \\ith the result that I rapidly developed as 
a medium. I then discovered what I had pre,iously suspected 
to be the case, namely, that the idea of the chopping machine 
bad been gi\'en to me by my husband ; for I should tell you that 
when be was d)iug he had promised me, at my earnest entreaty, 
that if it were pos.,ible for him to come back to me from the 
world of spirits he would do so. This was the method he had 
adopted to pro,·ide for his w!dow. and children ; ~ut it seemed 
then that his effort bad been Ill vam. In the meantime, howe,·er, 
other means were pro,·ided for our maintenance, and I was told 
that when the proper time came he would communicate to rre 
the design of another machine of the same kind as the first, buL 
of a more perfect character. I received that design last April. 
on the same date (the 20th), and at about the same hour, that 1 
had recei\'ed the first invention ten years before. Instead of 
writing the letter, my hand at once began to rapidly outline the 
design of a machine, and I saw the long-expected invention 
had come at last. These are not the only in,·entions I ha,·e. 
receh·ed by automatic drawing. G 1 .. 
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XI.-THE DEVELOPMENT O·F PSYCHIC GIFTS. 

:DPOB.T OJ!' A YBAB.'S WOB.K AT JIERTJ!'OB.D LODGE . 

... R. THURSTON'S interesting attempt to develop ~3ych_ic gifts by opening a kind o~ Psychic Colteg~ at 
AM Hertford Lodge, Battersea, has frtquently been noticed m BoRDERLAND. The fofiowmg report of the first 

year's experimental reunions has been kindly supplied me by Mr. Thurston. For the cross-headings Ml'. 
Tbur&ton is not responsible. The results attained are very suggestive, and indicate the possibility of the generti 
developing of psychic gifts by study and attention. If we paid as much attention to the development ·of the sixth 
sense as we do to fashion plates and the odds on the turf, we should probably be able to use that·seniie with ·tbe 
same confidence with which we use our eyes and ears. · 

JDL THl1B8To•·s BEPOB.T, 1896-e. 
A SERIES ofseventy meetings of ladies and gentlemen 

was held in my house at Hertford Lodge, Albert 
Bridge, S.W., from November, 1895, to the middle of 
July, 18¢. Our object primarily was to develop by 
systematic practice the mental gifts commonly classed 
as psychic and subsidiary to this to discover by experi­
ment the methods of practice most conducive to this 
4evelop!Dent and most feasible of adoption in mixed 
companies. 

A.-THE SUBJECTS AND METHOD OF STUDY. 
The psychic gifts we practised were not only the 

powers of absorbed inner attention and exaltation of the 
subconsciousness, but also the more positive ones of 
clear visualiaation by the mental eye and thought-pro­
jection into the minds of others. 

STUDENT5-NUMBERS, ATTENDANCE, AND RESI­
DENCE. 

The attendance sometimes amounted to sixteen, 
sometimes fell to four. But the average attendance was 
the more worltable number of eight or nine. A record 
of each meeting was made by me from notes taken at 
the time and submitted for correction and confirmation 
at the subuquent meeting. 

In th~ course of these experiments many interesting 
and cunous facts were continually cropping up which 
~ded to support theories like tho~e of thought-projec­
tion ~nd telepathy. But as our pnmary object was to 
exerc1se ourselves in these facultiei on the assumption 
that they exist, and not to tabulate facts to support these 
theories, our facts are not the results of arrangements 
es:act enough to make them of much evidential value. 
But meetings like these may become a forcing-bed for 
the very facts which at present are only obtained 
sporadically. 

The ~rsons attending were re~idents in London. 
The maJority were ladies. This was due to two causes. 
Persons of that sex are more anxious to develop these 
psychic qualities and the hours arranged being in the 
afternoon suited their leisure more. 

SUBJECTS STUDIED. 
Of the seventy meetings twenty-five were arranged 

especially to practise clairvoyance and thought-trans­
f~rence, twenty-four psych.ometry. and thought-projec­
uon, twenty-one automattc wnung and table-move­
ments. 

I shall first describe the methods of procedure, which 
we found by course of trial the most convenient to 
adopt. 

At the meetings for clairioyance we always began' by 
dividing ourselves into two groups, each to take a t'um 
at a twofold practice. The one wall to iievelop the 
habit of attention, which by concentration intensifies aU 
impressions coming from external sources and· ·retain~ 
them in clearly visualised pictures, until they can -be 
seen by the mental ~ye as ~istinctlr as ~y the senso\)' 
eye : the other the kmd of 1mpress1on which by bec·om­
ing abstracted from external impressions devotes itself 
to receiving those from internal or subconscious source!', 
and then projecting them into the external ·sensorium 
until they become forms o>f imagination ·or hallucina­
tion according to the greater or less hypnotic state 
attained. 

The strengthening of these two faculties by practic'e l' 
consider the first step in acquiring that interchange of 
mentality which constitutes the basis of clairvoyance. 

VISUALISATION AND TELEPATHY. 
A screen was arranged across the room. On one side 

a picture was set up against a dark background. Not 
more than four . conveniently, whom I called the 
visualisers or operators, engaged themselves int«;ntly­
gazing at this picture, every now and then closing the· 
eyes to see if the picture could be seen mentally with 
precision and correctness. Meanwhile, the others sat· 
on the other side of the screen with pencils and memo-· 
randum slips by their side and tried to attain the 
absent-minded frame of mind. To attain this passive 
state there are different methods. They may be classi­
fied as gazing at external points as a bright disc, 
crystal or mirror, or at internal points such as a. spot, 
visualised in the braia or a fixed idea or vision. In all 
cases the attention must be kept passively .and 
abstractedly without straining the eyes, but watching 
through some part of the brain as through ·a frame.· 
The state of abstraction may also be attained by clo~in~ 
the eyes and going in imag10ation to some distallt sp()t 
in space and resolutely remaining there. Rut if·otte 
wishes ~o sense any thoughts in tb~ immedi~te envirori­
ment mmd wandenng must not be Indulged In. ' ' · : 

THE SENSATION OF PASSIVITY. 
If the right state of passivity has been induced, the· 

percipient ought to feel a warm calm dreamlike state of 
mind, with sometimes also a 'sense of clouds or fumes 
wreathing from the brain. The difficulty always is to. 
get the creative facultv of the brain quite dormant. To 
attain this one requires to distinguish the difference of 
feeling existing in the consciousness when the creative· 
fancy is at work an~ '!hen it is not. I left it to. the ~is-· 
cretion of each perc1p1ent to use the method of mducmg. 
passivity t1le most congenial, but I fo m!l t at cti ·ally 
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in a mixed assembly they all preferred the method of 
gazing internally, .whether closing the eyes or not. 

SIX-MINUTE TURNS. 

It requires properly some time for a person coming 
from a busy state of life to acquire this passive halluci­
natory state of mind-some quarter or half hour at least. 
But practice enables one to do it in a shorter time; and 
the exigencies of the time at our disposal as well as the 
fact that the other group could not meanwhile keep 
their attention on the strain without tiring compelled me 
to allow only about six minutes to the concomitant 
gazing practices. 

If we had been meeting for the sake of getting pheno­
mena, of course, we should have arranged a longer 
time, but, as our o'lject •·as for each one to practise, 

·this arrangement worked \'Cry •·ell and was the only 
one possible to give· each group a tum at each prac­
tic ·. 

Again, if we bad been meetlng to prove tbought-
·tunsference, obviously the most succes~ful plan would 
have been to ha\'e selected the best operators to be always 
operators, and the be~t recipients to be always recipients; 
but this plan would not have carried out our main object, 
consequently, at the end of each experiment, the first 
set of operators took their place at the table among the 
recipients, while a new group of operators went behini 
the screen and gazed at another picture set up there, 
until in this way everyone in the room had practised 
both forms of attention. 

4 ' WRITE DOWS WHAT YOU SEE! " 

fn every case, at the end of the six minutes, the 
operators lefc their side of the screen and stood at the 
back of the· recipients and without any contact or word 
tried either to·project the mental picture into the brains 
of the sitters, or else built up the idea as it were in relief 
upon the table. Then the recipients were required to 
jot down on the memo-slips any impressions or pictures, 
however vague, which had occurred to them; and to 
sign their record. Strict silence was maintained from 
the commencement of the gazing until the last note had 
been written, and then the records were compared with 
the originals and all points of resemblance noted. All 
the original slips were retained by me, and whenever 
they bore any striking -correspondence to the picture, 
were pasted in my book of records made from the 
~otes. 

THE BEST SUBJECTS FOR EXPERIMENT. 

\Vith regard to the subject of the pictures we gene­
rally arranged to have one a ponrait or figure-fancy or 
from life-and one, a scene or landscape. \Ve found 
that the fewer the details the better the result. Thus a 
single figure in a striking dress or attitude was a better 
picture to use than a crowd of figures. Once or" twice 
for experiment we used a statuette. • 

At first we gave no indications whatever to the 
t:ecipients as. to the kind of picture being projected, but 
after a ~bile we discovered it was a better practice to 
begin from the more easy to the more difficult · we 
experienced that if I announced the kind of subje~t so 
as to narrow down the internal attention to look for 
certain details only, s~ch as the d!ess of the figure, the 
pose, · the mood, begtnners obtamed more successful 
results, and were not only encouraged, but taught the 
right attitude of mind. 

Consequently, we fell into the plan of announcing the 
Abject by a. few gen~ral particulars, such as whether 

figure or la.pdscape, or whether fancy or fro:n lire. In 
every case I carefully recorded the exact words an­
nounc~d in these hints. 

PICTURE-TRANSFERENCE BY TELEPATHY. 

This preliminary practice of picture-transfere11ce by 
telepathy took up generally the first half of the time. 
In the time remaining we all sat passively in silence 
round a table and tried to penetrate clairvoyantly into 
the mental and psychic environment of the other sitters, 
noting and remembering any scene or face we saw in 
connection with them, or any name or phrase that came 
into our head or m'1y have been clairaudiently heard. 
At the end I wrote qov.'ll whatever each chose to record 
and whatever corrt!spondt!nces w:th veridical circum­
stancc:s were noteworthy. 

THE CLASS FOR PSYCHOMETRY. 

I ~hall now describe the procedure at the meetings 
f-.~r psychometry. Our fiut practice wa'l ·to psycno­
metrist! objects held in the hand. This consists 
of a kind of absorption and concentration of the 
i"nner attention into other points of time or space or 
personality, and to sense by intuition any peculiarities 
of mood or environment •·hich the adopted conscious­
nrss presents. 

The development of this attention to the subconscious­
ness is a valuable addition to the mental education, 
and our object being thus to practise and not to pro\'e 
psychometry, we made no atcempt to establish any 
theory as to its cause. 

We found by experience that the best objects to 
· practise upon were letters in which the writer was in 
striking circumstances or showed some strong emotion 
or mood, or else trinkets or relics once in the possession 
of some strongly marked- personality. These letters or 
other objects were brought by various members. It 
was the rule that all lettus tendered should be taken 
from their original envelopes and be put into fresh 
covers. \Vithout doubt this made the process of sen­
sin~ the more difficult, but it removed the chance of 
assistance from other faculties as graphology. The 
p~ychometrist was allo11·ed to hold finger and thumb 
inside the cover against the writing, or to place the 
object against the forehead. We sat round a table, 
and each having a letter or object allotted to him, 
recorded any impressions on paper. 

The psychometrist was usually informed of the sex of 
the writer, and sometimes was required to investigate on 
particular lines. In such cases the facts were noted 
by me .. 

When all had finished, I read out each statement and 
marked against it the judgment as to its correctness 
given by the bringer of the letter. I kept and filed 
these annotated slips and note~ any striking points in 
my record book. 

THOUGHT-TRANSFERENCE. 

After this practice at psychometry we finished pro­
ceedings by a brief practice at thought-transference. 
We generally decided fiM some particular class of 
objects for selection. 

At first we used to pair off in groups of two; and each 
individual would take tum to be operator, and project 
the object, mentally selected, into the thoughts of the 
other, holding tbe hand, steadily gazing into the eyes, 
forming the shape and other qualities clearly in the 
thoughts, and resolutely refusin o allow the 
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idea~ of any associated object to ri~e in the mir.d, re­
pe:tttng the word, mentally, all the while. 

The mere practice of doing this is an excellent disci­
pline of the mind, independent of any immediate 
successes, ~nd the othe~ pr_actice of trying to be in 
sympathy wtth another mmd ts as excellent a training. 
~t our latest meetings we modilied th:s plan of 

action. 
It was found. in practice that the thought of a strong 

operator sometimes affected the listt>ner of other pairs. 
The only way to ohv!.ate this was for e.tch pair to operate 
separately; but the time at our disposJl1vas against this. 
So. we made a new disposition. One person selected the 
object. mentally, and the rest all listened inwardlr, and 
tht'n stlently wrote down.the name of the object sensed. 
Then, all the ans11·ers bet~g first rec.,rdcd, the projector 
was asked to name the thmg pn•jected. 

AUTOMATIC EXPERlliF.NTS. 

As regards our procedure at the meetings.for automatic 
movement there is not much to state. 
T~e first part ?f the time was occupied by each of us 

holdtng a p:n~tl, planchette, p-ychograph, or ouija­
board, and tryang to get names or surna111es written 
automatica~lr, which might give some pro(•f of impress 
from psychtc source•. 

The Ja.st part of the time 111·e ~athered round a small 
table ~n~ tried by tilt~ .or rap; to gl't similar proofs of 
p~yc~uc tmpress operattng, whate\"er be the c.tuse, from 
wttbm outward!'. 

\Ve did n<?t experiment a• to the C:'luses; we wished 
only_to attam the power of gening these results more 
readtly; and when that is attained, we ~hall doubtless 
be in a better position. to satisfy CJurselves as to the 
causes immediate, l!'edi3:tl', or rrmote, 11;he:her they be 
~x?m. of ou.r o11:n tntelhge~ce, or of an i!Helligence 
wtthtn our mtelhgence settmg in action snme uncon· 
scious cerebration or nervous outflow, or whether they 
be effected by some mysterious forces outside of our­
selves, emanating from unseen organisms ·~ainin~ 
temporary po111·er to ac! on our grade of matter by the 
facl of two or three bemg gathered together in unani-
mity of expectation. . 

I will now pass on to recount some of the mo!;t 
interesting of our exp~rienc~s in ca~.:h set or pr .. ctices. 

B.-RESULTS ATTAINED. 

A.s regards to transference of idea<~ by the picture­
gaztn~ ~ethod, t.he~e "':'s sc;~rcely a r.t~t tin)(' that did 
not e!tctt some tndtcauons that the dnminant id<"a in 
tbe mtn~ <?f the operators was bein6 felt in tome way by 
the perc1paents. · 

PICTt.:RES TELEPAl'Hf.D. 

On some da\·s these indications w. re mnre manifest 
than. ~thers. It dFpe~ded on so man)" things-on the 
passtvaty of the perctptents and the aclivity of the 
ope~ato::-s, on the number o.r pr~c.tices and the length 
of ttmc. allotted, o:t the r.tmphctty or comp!cxity of 
the subjects sele.:ted, and, las·l}, on the weather and 
other factors that tend to disturb the mental state. 

(1) FJGCRES AND GROUPS, 

The foflowing are some sp::cimens of the be,t 
results:...:... · 
. !Jn December J?th, the !lperators wc1 e visua­

ltsmg a pbotographtc reproduclion of a wdl-known 

picture by Ecward Bisson-a dark-haired maiden, with 
gauzy drapery clin~in~ on body, but hooding bead and 
shoulders, arms fo:ded, clasping flo11·ers to the breast. 
and t111·o winged cupids fluttering near holding out 
tlo111·ers. . 

The subject 11·as announced to the percipients as a 
"Fancy Female Portrait." No mention was made of 
the cupids or flowers. 

One of the percipients wrote down the following 
!mpressions as received. I add, in brackets, my 
judgments as to correctness. 

''I see a girl (right) standing (right), one arm raised 
(wrong), clinging dress (partly right), birds (111·inged 
cupid~) and flowers (right), dark hatr (rigM)." 

On the same day the next set of operators visualised 
a reproduction of a well-known picture-a girl in a 
panelled room, pensively striking a chord on a ~pinnet • 
wlule one elbow and knee rests on a high· backed chair. 
Time, last century. 

It was announced to the percipients as "Another 
Fancy Female Portrait." No mention wa:; made of the 
occupation of the figure, yet the idea was transferred to 
t'll·o percipients. 

One wrote down:--" I see a girl (right) playing some 
musical Instrument (right), looking upward (wrong). 
dress confined by a girdle (rlght), columns in distance 
(no)." · 

A second wrote :-"I get the impression only of a 
lady playing some musical instrument." · 

On February Jrd, the subject before the oper­
ators was one of the Bassano series of fancy portraits 
made from real life called Love's Eyes-head and 
shoulders of a girl with large eyes, looking up, and with 
plentiful curling hair o\·er head and down sboutde~. 

It 11·as announced as "A Female Portrait." No 
mention was made as to whether it was full length or 
not. It was required to find all the details. Three 
percipients 111·ere fairly near the m•rk. 

One wrote:-" I see the head and shoulders (rigbt) 
of a lady about twenty-three (right), oval features 
(right), straight nose (right), squue, open forehead (no). 
hair appears waved (right), eyes full (right) and dark 
(right), mouth small (1ight), decided lips (right), dress 
low, but not clearly aho\\·n (right)." . 

A second precapient wrote:-" A girl's head only 
(right), with fair hair (right), wavy (right), hanging over 
each shoulder (right), eyes large (right), mouth !mall 
(right), nose straight (right), whtte garment around 
shoulder (right), oval-shaped face (right), pointed chin 
(ri~IH), dimpled (?)" 

A third wrote:-" A girl with long fair hair (right). 
looking upward (right), dark dress or mantle (no), 
small, straig-ht nose (right), small mouth (right)." 

On March 23rd, the au'>ject being vasualised 
was Rossetti's Beata Beatrix- picture too well knot~n 
tl} need description. It was announced as " Photo of a 
fi~:ure-to find sex, dress, &c." A percipient caught 
the leading points of the subject well, writing:-·• A 
female figure (•ight), sitting (right) or kneeling (?). 
dark hair and eyes (right), sad expression (right), dark 
blue drapery (right) and black lace (?), hands cla~ped 
(riJ::-ht)." 

On the same occasion, the two groups having reversed 
positions, the picture set to be visualised was the por­
trait of Macchaavelli, from a Florence gallery. It •·as 
announced as a " Portrait of a male." 

A percipient wrote:-" A tall figure (right), standing 
(right), robed like a pontiff (right) or apostle in some 
Roman sort of dress (somewhat soy,lla a '5- ~rook 
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in hand(?), on his beau a brretta (right), face smooth 
(right)." 
. Another. wrote':-" A monk in religious habit (right), 
tonsured head (not visible), cypress tree in background 
(no)." 
: On June ut, the subject was a portrait of the 
'8on _ of Lord Manners,. as exhibited in the Royal 
Academy, 1896. It was announced as a'' Portrait of a 
<:hild-to-find sex, dr~s.;, attitude." 

A percipient wrote :-" The child is a boy (right) in 
I.ord Fauntleroy dress (right),.fairbro\\·n hair (right)." 

Another wrote:-" 1 see a per&istent view of a foot in 
a. broovn or_ yellow shoe (right), with part of the leg in 
black stocking half way to the knee (right)." 

On June 13th, the subject was another of the 
Bassano series called St. Cecilia,.,-a fair lady in class.ical 
dress, holding a lily; background, a pattern on the wall 
fv,.:ming the semblance of rays round her head. It was 
announced as " Portrait of a lady-to find dress and 
background." A percipient. caught two of. the salient 
features. 
. ,'' I see a: figure e>f a woman in white (right), robed, 
With halo (n~ht) or large hat (very like it) straight hair 
hanging (no), large lily in band (right)." ' ' 

The above are all examples of single figure> r.epro­
duced. L will now give some of composite groups. 
They were more difficult and less often tried. 

On May 11th, the subject was a photograph of 
two Japanese wrestlers. It was announced simply as a 
"Photo of two figures from life-to find the peculiar atti­
tude." A percipient got a good impression as follows:-

" I see a Japanese man (right), standing (right), with 
a Japa~se lady (sex wrong) kneeling on the left <,nearly 
so); the latter had green skirt, black bodice (no).' 

Another. percipient was near the mark. " I see two 
acrobats (rig~t), ~me sta!"ding on the other's head (no), 
both dressed m ttght-fittmg black clothes (nearly naked 
dark skin)." ' 

On M_ay 25th we had a very composite subject. It 
'\\:as. a picture called. ''The New. \Voman ''in which a 
group of merrr s~~ss or '!yrolese boys ~nd girls are 
hold10g up a girl ndmg a bicycle down a mountain road. 
lt was announced as a "Landscape, with group of 
persons, of both sexes, in action." 

~!le of ,.the percipients got a good transference, 
wntmg :- I. see a group of happy young people (right), 
one or two ratsed above the rest (right), arms of several 
.uplifted (right), dressed as workgirls in short skirts 
(right), several with neck-kerchiefs loose round throat 
(right), chil~ren ~ancing rou~d a May-tree (no), several 
of the boys i';l shtrt-~leev_es (':'ght), all are merry (right). 
_grass land (nght), nver in distance (no, but white road 
like river)." 

Another percipient also partly cau~ht the idea thus : 
"Trees with white blossoms (wronjl), white mo~ntains 
in th~ distance (right), figu_res in short costume (right) 
dancm~, and others rechnmg (wrong), a bright happy 
tone {right)." 

On the same occasion another picture "'as announced 
.. , Photo of Two Female Figur~s-Fancy." It was ~ 
well-known picture called "Towards a Better Land,"an 
angel uplifting a beautiful female with flowing hair and 
-upstretched arm. 

The following was written by a percipient : "I see a 
woma:n wi~h flowing_ hair (right), and dress blown by 
the wtnd (nght), looking out to sea (sea below), as if in 
~arch of a ship." 

Now I will give some specimens in which the subject 
.set was scenery. The b~t result was with interiors. 

(2) Bt:ILDI~GS AND' LAXDSCAPES. 

On February 1oth a subject was announced " Photo· 
of a Building." (.It was a photo brought by a lady of 
the interior of a large Cathol;c church.) Four out of six 
percipients got near the mark. 

The following was written by one : " I see the 
interior (right) of some large building (right), columns 
with Gothic arches (right), perhaps the interior of some 
cathedral (right)." Another gave : "Columns and 
arches (right), a memorial stone lying flat, with inscrip­
tion on it ( ? ), stained glass and windows (right)." A 
third wrote:-" Interior of St. Paul's arranged for a 
funeral." A fourth, ''A white building with arches 
(right), small indistinct figures (? ), dark background 
(wrong)." 

On May 4th a subject was announced" Tbwnscape." 
(Photo of Plaza: of S:. Mark's, Venict'.) 

One of the percipients wro:e down : " The chief 
impression I get is of some building ecclesiastical 
(right). roof,; and fretted work of some sort (right) . 
Then I see distinctly the fa~ade of some large cathe­
dral (right), with some windows round and others 
rectangular (right). Next I see a figure in kingly robes 
(there wa'l a statue in the centre-conspicuous in the 
photo), then figures of angels and apostles (? ). Einally 
I am strongly impressed_ there ~s a plaza of a town in 
haly somewhere m the picture like the one of St. Mark's, 
Venice (right), in fr..,nt there is a campanile (right), and 
a single tree somewhere (wrong), also a bird's nest, but 
why? It seems incongruouc;" (no nest in photo, but 
there is a tree with old nest just opposite the. window 
of my sitting-ream, which might have been unconsciously 
rrcently observed). The percipient also has visited 
Venice, a.fact which might have aided him to catch the 
impression so definitely. . 

Sometimes we tried a combination of landscape with 
figures. 

On March _1oth a subject was announced " Landscape 
with Central F1gure." It was an engra\·ing of a pictur~ 
called'' Solitude." A German peasant girl, like a Mar­
guerite, suted in a large punt moored by beds of 
reeds in the. marshes beside a river. She is all alone. 
Her bl'ad is bowed, the sun is setting. 

A percipient wrote: ''A lake or river (right), with 
landscape on left ~oide (?). A girl (right), in front, in 
short petticoat (right), something bright on head 
(wrong), blue hills behind (wrong)." 

Again, on May 18th, a subject announced "Land­
scape, with a Male Figure." A picture called "Contem­
plation." A hooded monk is pacing a wide stretch of 
sand beside the sea, hands clasped. . . 

A percipient wrote : "Tall figure (right), in Eastern 
costume (wrong) ; long hair and beard (wrong), beside 
a long stretch ot sand or sea (right), standing (right), in 
prayer or adoration (right)." 

Another lady member wrote: "I see a young man 
(right), with short dark hair (hooded), standing in a 
lonely spot (right), with loose robes (ri~o:ht),looking sad 
(ri_ght), undecided (?),long staff in hand (wrong)." 

The abo\'e will be enough examples of this picture 
transference. I could give you se\'eral more, but these 
are typical of our best results as yet. 

SO.ME SOURCES OF ERROR. 

Of course, on every occasion there were percipients 
who could see nothing or saw more facts wrong than 
right. But sometimes these very errors \\'ere themselves 
very instructive. They showed in wha way the ind 
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had heeD acting in a wrong direction. I will give some 
cases that illustrate this. 

The following show a common fault on the part of the • 
percipients of l~ting, unconsciously it may be, the 
creattve fanc7 remain active at work. The mind listen· 
iog and groptng inwardlr. all right succet'ds in catching 
quite correctly some striking detail of the p\cture, ar.d 
instead of n-maining passive to see other details, lets 
the fancy be stimulated into activity by the sugges:ion 
nceived, until it amplifies the one point into a picture 
Gf its own. A similar process is seen in dreams-a stat~ 
ol mind very akin to clairvoyant and somnambulic states. 

On March 16th the subject being visualised by the 
operators was an angel blowing a huge crumpet that 
coiled round the neck. One of the percipients, half 
apprehending the idea of the trumpet, amplified it into 
•• a person v.·ith a fur round his neck, strus.rgling with a 
python." Another, also, made it into •· a figure holding 
a bow." ~ 

On January 27th there was a failure very instructive 
to us. The operators were looking at a ~roup announced 
as a "Group of Persons," that had a Christ with a halo 
round the head,and on each side an angel with outspread 
wings. One of the percipients wrote down : " I see a 
central figure of a man in long robes like a Roman dress. 
On his head is something like a helmet v.·ith eagle's 
wings on each side. Also I see two swans wich outspread 
wings sailing each side or him." Here he had evidently 
apprehended the idea of the outspread \\'ings of the 
angels twice; but his fancy had lilst woven it into the 
notion of wings to a helmet, and afterward:~ into tvro 
S'll'ans. 

Another instructive failure was on February 24th. A 
lady had brought a photo of a church and graverard to 
be visualised. Conspicuous in the picture was a tomb· 
stone of pyramidical shape. It was announced as a 
•• Landscape." 

A percipient w·rotc down : "I see a pyramid standing 
in the desert with other indistinct shapes, one is, perhaps, 
a sphinx." 

In· this case the mind had caught the shape of the 
tombstone from some operator's mind, but bad gone on 
to elaborate the scene of the pyramid in the desert. 

It also shows another source of error, viz., the tendency 
of the somnambulic mind to apprehend form without 
the ri~ht idea of size. Consequently it magnifies or 
minimases. Thus a tombstone became the &ize of a 
pyramid. Again, on another occasion a shrub became 
a tree. 

.A:nother instance of partial apprehension being built 
upon by the creative faculty, wicl be nor iced in the very 
6n;t case quoted (December 161h), where two winged 
Cupids are turned into two birds. 

Sometimes, apparently, one detail only is apprehended 
by the percipients without awaking the fancy; but the 
fault is that the mind rests there without discovering 
the whole picture. An instance of this may be noted 
in the case of June rst, quoted above, where a portrait 

~ of the son of Lord Manners was being visualised, and a 
per.:ipient saw only the foot correctly. 

All ca·ses like· the above, where one detail is seized to 
the exclusion of the rest, are, perhaps, due to a fault 
on the part of the operators. These, when trying to 
~sualise a &ubject as a whole, arc apt to concentrate 
their attention too exclusively on some one cletail. 

This is somewhat unfair to the percipients who catch 
this one point and not the rest. But it is a very difficult 
one to avoid, especially when the attention is on a 
great strain. lndeed,:sotrie psychologists affinn that 

. . 
it _is impo>siblc for th'! attention to take into the 
consciousness more than one derail at a time ; the 
idea of a comprehended whole being attained only by a 
rapid apprehension from point to point. They b~ve 
illustrated this argument by an ear listening to a con· 
certed on:hestra. 

Another common error on the part of operators is, 
v.·hen looking at a subject, to let the attention wander 
on to some associated idea. Some have confessed to 
this straying of thought, when the extraneous idea, and 
not the original, has turned up in the minds of the per· 
cipients. 

There is one more source of error of the percipients 
to notice. It is that of catching ideJ.s from their Imme­
diate neighbours and not from the persons on the other 
side of the screen. 

A notable in~tance of this occurred on May 25th. A 
portrait of Fra Angelico was being visualised, and by 
an error of judgment it had been announced as" A Male 
Head. Reli~ious subject." Now this word religious 
v.·as objectionable for two reasons ; it limited the subject 
too much, and was so suggesti\'e that it started the 
irrepressible fancy to work. 

In _the mind of one of the percipients it immediately 
caused a picture-the Christ crowned v.·ith thorns, by 
Guido-to start in my imagination. Feeling this to be 
a suggescion of the fancy, and annoyed that such a 
5uggestive word bad been mentioned, I banished the 
false pictur.: by my will, and subsequently caught a fair 
impression of the right subject writmg down : " I see a 
figure in a long monk's robe with hood (right), and a. 
pas:oral crook (no); also a library with bookshelves and 
illuminated scroll~ and mhsals (wrong)," but a lady who 
bad brought the photograph and was among the opera· 
tors confessed that her thoughts bad wandered to 
the library of San Marco in l'torence, where she had 
seen the originalofthe portrait banging. On comparing 
notes afterwards it '1\·as found that no le~s than four out 
of the five other percipients had got the idea of the 

· Guido Head immediately, and had not changed from it, 
thinking it to be the right one. . . . 

This might have been a coincidence of everybody's 
fancy starting the self-mme picture, but I am inclined 
to think it was a case of telepathy from the wrong 
source. 

The remaining percipient obtained the impression 
quite right at once, writing '' a monk with hood sur­
rounding the head (right), sad expression (right), eye3 
upraised (right), and hands clasped (right)." · 

Another curious mistake on the part of a percipient 
is worth brielly noting. A lady, instead of seeing the 
picture being visualised, gave a verr accurate replica 
of another picture which I had prev10usly selected and 
stowed away as the next subject for practice that day. 

c:-CLAIRVOYANT MIND READING. 

1 will now pass ori to record some of the experiences. 
we had in the other practice at these clairvoyant meet· 
ings, the looking into the psychic surroundings; so to 
say, of the others present. 

Observing and listening with the inner mind, some 
saw pictures and faces, and some heard names and sur· 
names and spoken words, and on comparing notes at 
the end we dibCOvered that often theie sights and names 
had correspondences with events that had either recently 
occupied the mind of someone presen or been connected 
with it in the past. Digitized by 00g e 
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