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SAM BRI
STANDAR

ES (

NEW EDITOR ifOT YT ’\TA\IIID

Naw York, N.Y.

23 June, (CiS) =~ Sam Mines, edltor of-

Thrilling v’onde; Stories, ot'wrtll_r_sg Stories, Fontastic

.Stoxy lagazine, will resizn

ive June 25th, 19544

He will continue a §
an instructor with a writ-
ers! school, do some free
longe writing (mostly nonm

g~f) and perhaps, in the
near future, do some ediw
torial work,

He has been with Stand=

~ ard lagazines for 12 years

starting as editor of the
sompany's western magazine
esyincluding Texas Rangers
rfucu, by the way, is the
only pulp western st:l.ll
being published: monthly
and the last of the singlé.
shoracter pulp magazines,.
It was on June 15, 1951

(concluded on page 10)

from that pos ition ©ffectm,

“SP/\CLW/\Y” TO
SKIP AN ISSUE -

Los Angeles,
June, (CNS) = William Le
Crawford, editor of Space-
Waly announced today that
the next isssue of his mag-
azine
til fall, He states "There
will be no issue of Space-~
Way until Fall,

back, it will go on sale

‘Fin the latter part of Aug-

ust or - the first of Sep~
(concluded on page 8):

QUITS

magazine,
Callf. ¥ 15

will not be out un=:

. I f- pub
plens do not suffer a set--

IPAL'S S-F MAG

STILLBORN

Los Anggles, Calif,, 13
June, (CNS) = Geo Pal's
proposed science =~ fiction
George P a l's
Tales 0 £ Space Cauquost

‘has been dropped stillboimy

The first issue waos
linotyped, . interior outs
made and page proofs pull-

-ed, when lack of financial

backing, plus a poor mari~
et killed ite

FOURTH ORBIT OUT LN AUGTST

New York, WY, 16 Jung,.
(CNS) = The fourth issub
of Orbit Science F:Lction,'
dated Sept-Oct 1954, will
be on sale during the mid-
(concluded on page. 6)
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T COSIIC REPORTIR ,
by Arthur Jean Cox !

‘e nane o f the LASFSer
Wi committed suicide (sec
F(J.J’td,’i ~ Times #199) is
“Bi71 Ibsleigh, mot _Bill
liosleye (H e had a one-
page article in the last
L;sue of Shangri-La, call-
6d "The End iIs Yet')s
Daniel W, Fry,46, an Azuss,
{California) men, clainms
¥aat he rode from the Whi-
fe Sands Proving Grounds
{n Tlew Mexico to New York
City on the night of July
4%, 15504 It took 30 mins
ntes’ to make the round
t¥ipe T h e .saucer went
$000'miles per hour, he
35yse He hasn't told any~
body about i t until now
Por fear o £ losing Nis
Joby he says, ‘The story
he relates 1 s the usual
tno¢ He was ahone in thé
daeserte The saucer landeds
e was informed by unseen
persons (via  telepathy)
tint they were super-—sci=
entific decendants o f a
pirevious Earth cilviliza=
dion which had been des~
froyed by atomic warfard,
and they wanted to warn us
asaihst repeating the mis—
‘ba.lco.

Try has written a books
"The Vhite Sands Incident"
.published by New Age of
Los Angeles, He says that
ho's willing to submit %0
& lio~detector test t O
prove' hels telling t h e
fruthy H e took part in
Tie International Saucer
Convention at the Carthay

Circle Theatre in Los Ange

¢lesy June 4~5~6,
The finest of the numorous

articles to appear recente
2 , ;

usity

1y on comic books i&, in
my estimationy, "Paul, Thé
Horror Comics, an d Dr,
Veortham, by Robert War-
show' in the Juilp Common-
3arys Varshéw discussos,
i1 a sonsible and honest
fashiony such comic books
as llad,Panic, Tales Of Tho
Cnm;t, The Vault Of Torror
and Veird Sc:Lenct,nFanté_a._x_,
as woll . a s Dr, Fredric
Vertham!'s book, "Seduction
0f The Innocent'", which is
an indictment of the com-
ic book industry, (T h e
"Pam1M ‘referred to in the
titlé.is not the s~f ar—
tist, but a hypothetical
child of that name,)

Forrest Ackerman has been
aslzed to serve as tochnim
cal advisor on a movie
wihich sounds . like a real

scionce~fiction filmé Beo=-
gins with a landing o0 1
llors and takes off from

Phere” to other solar sys—
tomgseeesystoms with doub-
lo~sung, contra - terrent
worldse e sethe whole Worksl
About the mo-more-scrisls-—
at~iioF&SF business: Forr=
@St submitted some time a=
g0 to them a short story
hy Chad Oliver;the editors
returned it, saying '"This
is good ~- it's material
for a ‘novel, though, not a

short story ~— have Oliver

opind it into a novel for
Oliver did ~~ and B-
&C returned it, rcd~fac-
ed, saying that their pub~—
lisher had nigzed all fur-
thor serials,
thoy just didn't like itl
(Cditorial Note: Official
statement o n serials in

1 'to -judge

Apparently,

FANTASY BOOKS

by William Blackbourq_] ‘

9 TALES OF SPACE AND' TIIL
Edited by Ra,ymond Je hea,-

ly, Holt, 1954, 307 Dpey
$3450,

TIME TO COME, edited Dby
August Derleth,  Farvas,

Straus and Young, 19 6 4,
811 ppay $3¢75,
EDITOR!S CHOICE IN SCILEL

ICL

PICTION, Edited by Sz:m
Moskomtz, 1954, 285 Dpey
$34504 2 :

Thls is the Age of the
Anthologys The boolﬂ-bmf-
ing public, that infinit-
esimal and blessed scomend
of American, scems at last
to be willing to purchaso-—
collections of short sto-
ries in hard covers ~~— ab

' least 4if the stories are

by "name" authors’ (Fatillo~
nery Farrcll, otce), o0 r
are presented by the pub—
lisher with clear catagor—
ical labels, Certainly
such is 'the case if omne is
by the number oF
volumes' ‘of _short storios
currentty being published
which apparently avoid the
remainder tables =~ a n C
scicnce-fiction is, an d
has been, riding the crtst
of this profitable wave, =

This contimuing po: e
larity of¢ science~fidiion
short story ~anthologies .
seemingly has little Bo do
with good tabte or cormon
sense, perhaps fortunately
for publishers and moyalfy
~concious authors, Fo r
‘after the first half dozcn

reprint collections %1,
?contmucd on p%o )

Fontasy: & Science Fiction,

from their Now York Office

is that they will publish
serials whon they come up=

on a super=job done by a
oxtra~top name¢ in tho
ficlds —oiL




& Fairman Leaves Amazing

. W ew York, NY, 22 June,
(CilS) ~ Paul W, Fairman,
menaging editor of Ziffe
Dovis? Amazing Stories and
Fantostic, has left that
post to go back to free~
lanco writing.

1lry Fairman was one of
the chdef writers for the

Pglumer snd Browne's pulp
Amozing Stories and Fane

tostic Adventures (and ot-
ther s~f magazines). doing
Worl imder a number of pen
noncse H o gave this up
o ecit the first issues
of 1f, later giving up th=
at editorial postion % 0
work on the editorial
board o £ the Ziff-Davis
fiction mgazines, N oW
he has resigned t o once
more return to his first
love, writing,

e has already sold a
yarn to the Saturday Even-
ing Dost (non-s-f) and has
bocn requested by them to
do a whole series,

Howard Browne will
garry on alone f o r the
time being, as a new mana-
sing editor has not as yet
becn selecteds

Other news from Ziff=
Dovis is t hat Howard
Brovne has dropped the one

page 'selected" readers!
.colwm from his two s~f

nasazines, He stated that
tiic watered—davn readers!
< golwm pleased n0 0 N €4
Those that disliked it,
didn't want the page taken
exreyr £rom the fiction mé—
terial while those t h a t
wanted the colum wanted—
more pages, With 128 di--
gest~size pages, Browne
fedls that he can't spare

(concluded on page 6)

TWO-DAY N.Y. "ME TROCON’
SET FOR LATE OCTOBER

YIIETROCON" TO BE FIRST
IFCORT OF COMBINED NY
PANDOM :

N ew York, NY, 23 June,
(CiS) =~ The New York Fan~—
dom Council, a joint cone
gress of New York fan
clubsy (at present having
the membership o £ T h e
Dostern Science Fiction=-
Association of Newark, I,
and The New York Science
Fiction Circle; tho other
NY~IJ clubs can join) will
prescnt’ their first conm
vention, The Metrocon,
October 23 & 24, 1954,

It will be held at Verm
derfrann's Hall, 160 JIrd
Aves, NY, s i t e of the
famous Fanvet Conventions
in April of each years

Two afternoon sessions
sterting at 1 PM;, will be
open to the public an d
will include & sound film
and many interesting well~
imown speakers, A short
auction'will conclude each
sessiong s

‘0 n Saturdsy eveningy
Octe 23, at 8 PM, a Hal~
loween party a.n d dance
will be helds Adnission
is free to members of the
llotrocon and their ladliess

On Sunday evening, the
hell will remain open for
an informal and bull=ScS~
Sion, :

liembership in the 1954

llctrocon is $1,00,  Those

On- .

The November 1954 issue
of Science Fiction Quanw
terly will have a cover
by Freas: and feature

Wallace West!'s "loon
Dance", ~Wallace Wost!s
"No War Tomorrow"  pub~

lished in the May 1951
Science Fiction Quartcr—
ly is actually a soquel
to th e above mention
ed "Moon Dance", 3

The second issue Of
Science PFiction Stofics
s riow on the stands, Ve
have been informed that
this ~ "magazine" will
continue if each issueé
published continues te
sell well,

NO REVIVAL FOR
"SPACE S F*

New York, NY, 20 Jun &
(CNS) = A rcport comes to
us from a very reliable
source that Space Scicnco
Fiction will NOT be revive~
ed, tho its editor ammoun~
ced that it would at the
recent Fanvet Conventione
The report states th a
plans have been matoriaclly
changed since thens ¥ e

(continued on page

-~

who wish to join are re~
quested to send their ¢l
to George Nims Raybin,

Attorney at Law,401l Broads~
way, New York 13, WY, 3




]

LFTTERS 7O 'THE ‘EDITOR ]

(Last larch, we were ine-
‘formed by one of our re-—
posbers that Ray Palmer
was planming t o use two
color ' covers on his maga~
zifes, As usual, We checlo-
8d, this time by writing
to Ray Palmer, His answor,
&s ustal, was of great ine~
trest,

Since we wnated S OINBm

thing by Palmer i n . oux
200th issue, w e delayoed
Sresenting his lettér to

our readers until nw:,-gd)
Am herst, Wis,
April 3, 1954

Deaxr Jimmy:

/e considered using &
di_;erent cover setup on
_,gp,_e;:sg, but abandoned it
tenmmorarily,
three very good covers in
the house, two by Finlay,
and we must use thoge fir=-
Stg
°  The next issue of lys—~
3ig (now on the stands~ed)
Will use the new setup,
Wiich isn't a two-~color
S&b, but three.
" Vhy. does
Yview lystic
It .Luvl t,

Garnder re=~

It's of no ine~

te:est to stfans, Natural~

17 he says Paui, It isn't
Por the stfans any more
" {fiafi Children stories. am
bout Peter Rabbite Aslk
_him Yo drop 1 t f£rom his
listy Eyen Fate isn't of
Interest to stfans, If it
is, they are interested in
splritsy
Our cover idea isn't as

gimple a's your reporter
Intimated, ; We, will have
saae striking ‘covers, I
think, but not in the stf
4

a s Wwe have |

as a stf ma{,‘?,

[ tosy~Times - is

['votie two non-s—f mags.

field for awhile, at least

s8ix months, By - then I
hopc prosperity has re~
turned; Enough mags. are
folding s o that the ree
maining ‘ones should Db
atle to regain some of the
lost sales,

W e think Universe is
‘Hoing to be even bétter,
row that it is alone,Welve
soe terrific stuff coming

.uy’c For instance, a Hame
Cjdlteu yarn as gooa as his
'S"‘u‘s.R Kings,

You've g o t. to be &
fool.or "2 fan to publish
8tf . fhese days, and no0
doubt about being a fool,
but I am also a fan, s0
that, .makes me hopeless,
But darn it, I'll hang on
with everything I've got,
and moke money with Fote,
That- mag sure supports us}
If anybody ‘doubts I'm a
farn, then let them look at
the -.,A0,000 I've poured
into “m y fanmag-——for it
sure isn't a professional
success}) :

Regaxds,y =
(We are the first to agree
with you that Fate and
liystig are mnot s~f magse
Ag to  why Tom Gardner re—
viewved -lMystie with the
1953 s~f mags, W & don't
profess t o know, Welll
let him answer that,
to Fate and lMystic not be=
IIIG O F interest to s=f
fans and. readers, Wwe beg
to disagree with you. Fane
circulated
nostly among s=-f readers
instead o f fans, and we
| always get numerous lete
ters from - these readers
askmg i‘or informatlon on
It
soems that anything Ray

4 s

Polmer publishes is of inw
terest to s~f readerst Vg
also know of mmerous s-&
fans (ourselves ine Iuced).

who keeps complete files &

Fate and Mystic and glac
have them professionally
bound as they dg with tho=
ir s~f magazines,

Tho. w e don't alv?ays
agree with what you pub=-
lish in your s~f mag Un~
iverse, we want to see the
mag continue publication
and be a success, if for
no other reason than £ 0
see you still in the filelds

: W e hope that our ros~
ports from most of the o=
ther pub.hsh,ers in_ Ke
field, stating that $ha
end o £ the ression o £
s~f mags ended late imn
1953. and . that now, while
increases i n gales are
slight, still the drop in
sales has ended, apvlies
also -to your. mags.

_Also this has been {16
first chance we've had %0
thank you for - the retuim
of "The Club House" by Rog
Phillipse . The old "Club
House" in Apazing broucht
us mmerous new subscrib-
ers and we're- sure the nav
one will also, - Unliize
most fan mags, We can not
put any o £ our own cash
into @tgsx-_ﬁ_‘_g__gs, et re
been ‘i n the black sinco
1948 - and with the retura
0 £ "The Club House',
are- assured of remaim
that ways v. o

Sincerely, :

James V. Tourasi]
REMIMBER, the ,blggeSu cone
vention of the NY-NJ ayea
for 1955 is the FIFTH TFAl Toe

J.-.LA

VET CON- to be -held April =~
il 1955, Ma.ke'your plens
now to be there}

we -



SLICK S~F

Donald E. Ford |

.-k‘ P '

Gollier!s, June 11:
A Report On Our Flying

 Saucer Balloons' by Charw
letto Knight. An article

aboult the plastic balloons
uged hy military & civile
b ol £ o r data on upper
strabospheree Th eyt v o
veoched 100,000 feet and
gto there for 3 doys carw
rying'250 1bs of instru~
fients, HMany have been mise
tolken for Flying Saucers,
hence' the title of the ar=
ticles

Ligo, lay 31:

"Tlying Saucer bounces
&£ Design Board', illus~
toated by A, Lsydenfrost,
Drawing  of 40? Flying
Soucer that the Air Force
is expecting to build far
tests, etce

Life, June 73

"Mhe World We Live Ins
Part X ~ Icebound Barrens
0f The Artic Tundra™s I £
youlye liked the cthers in
this seivies, you'll aleady
havé potten this issue by
N7 ¢

[-)
&

e, June 143

* intersst to a mimber
S tho write~up of
cnhcimer on his denial
w' further secret doc-

3, June 21
a8 Soience column
e oL a new
dider co
Manchestery
® egaipped with
gquipmenh
they could|

ke

$ Tigw

£

Ilars,

Life, June 21:

RE: Klep has a 2 page-
drsiring of a proposed A-
tomic locomotives Design
wag worked out by Dre Lyle
Borst at University of Us
tale

liod, #165, Sept:

UCgptain Tvideol" ~ 4
satire on Captain Videos

Panic 4, Sept:

WL ° Touched 4 Flying
Saucert! by Pvte’Skull! Ee
Adems Keyhole, Us Se K9
Corps  (Pishon, Dische)e
This 1little gem is terrif=—
ice They have & take~off
on s~f fans in this item
that is as good a satire
as could” b e done by the
fon mags, ¥ think I heard
Tucker say the author(Jack
Davis) w a s an old~time

o Anyway. it's goodl

TOPS IN CIRCULATION
o G REAKE

&

ew York, N Y, 28 June,
(ci’s) = Wo were informed
todoy that Galaxy Science

Piction n ow has five
foriesn editions, One

each in Great Britian, It
aly, France, Argentina,
and Worwey. We understand
thot more are in the workss

Galaxy claims to have
tho largest circulation of
211 séience~fiction maga~
ninese The circulation is

-
suphose to be 16k to 200
higher than its nearest
rivale :

The muwaber after your name
on the address sticker is
the last issue of F=T you
have coming. Resubscribe

bounce o beam off Venus ox

as soon 28 possibles

"ASTOUNDING®

IS A MAN
New York, N Y, 28 June,
(oNS) ~ It might be sald

that this year Astoundilng
Science Fiction is '"novw a
man', With the Octobex
1954  issue, Astounlizl
completes 21 years wader
Street & Smithe I t was
the October 1933 issuc of
Astounding Stories  thob
was the first one publisf-
ed by Street & Smiths This
malkes Astounding the
longest published by oxe

company, At the time Ag~
tounding joined the 535

Tine-up, Street & Smith
was the largest publishers
of pulp magazines; Astound-
ine is the last of t D %
couldn! ¢

o
127

chaing tho you
actually call 1t a puln
anymores

T h e second longest

under o n e publisher is
Thrilling Wonder Stories

parchased by Standard in
1936, then comes AmazZing

Stories, obtained by Zi{f=-
Davis in 1938. S5
While Astounding 18
the longest published g
one company, it also holds
two more records that are
even more outstandings

(a) Since that Uctober
1933 issue it has alvays
been published moulllye

21 years of monthly panlis~
cation i s a record thab -
probably never be equaloc
by any other s=f publica~
tione :
(b) Its present editor,
John W, Campbell, w i 11
have served 17 years ia
that position this Fall,
meking him the longest I
editor has seérved on 18
s—f magazine. The sucond
in line is Mary Gnadingoed,
b



who scrved - 14 years with
Fanbus Fantastic Illysters
CSe

Agtounding will cele=
brate 1its 25th anniversary
2 s a mgazine with its
Jomuary 1955 issue,

While Astounding i s
broalzing such records at
Tome, its also breaking
ginilar records overseas,
Mie British Edition (first
Uy B¢ s~f mag to have one)
Wwill celebrate its 15 annm
iversary issue with i ¢ s
Sentember 1954 issuee Its
firct issue was the Sep=
tenbor 1939 issue, Also
i British Astounding is
tho oldest s~f magazine
mublishied in Great Britian

A1l others, reprints o r
home products are post-war
phlications,

Coming up soon on As—~
Jowiding i s a Bonestell
CQVOTy

POURTI ORBIT OUT IN AUGUST
(concluded from page 1)
dle o0 £ Auguste It will
feature a cover by the
neoular s-f artist Ed Valm
guesky and contains "Last
Mt 0f Summer” by Alfred
Coroel, "Beast I n The
liouse" by Michael Shaara,
"Denfer Past! by James Ee
Cunty, "M e Feel Good" hy
llax Dancey,'No lore Stars"
b Irving E, Coxy Jry,"The
Thidcer And The Thought'by
August Derleth, "The Image
0f ™ Gods" by Alan E,
Howrse, "Adjustment Team"
By “rilip K, Dick,and "Ine
trulsr On The Rim" by Mile
e Lesser; plus a départs

meat 'Science Notes",

FAIRIAN LEAVES AMAZING
{conciuded from page 3)
more than one page, thus
fs the collim pleased n o

‘one, dropped ite
6

Ziff=-Davis'!  Americen
reprint detective magazine
The London Iiystery Maga~
zZine did quite well with
its first issye, and a
socond issue will come out
in Auguste The magazine
is published guarterly.

SCIENTI =~ BOOKS
by Stephen J. Takacs

W, SE. BOOKS RECENTLY OUT

Lost Continents" by Le
Sorafue de Camp, non=fic-
bidn, " The Gnome Press, NY,
VJ.OO.

“lero's Walk'" by Robert
Créne, Bellantine Books,
oy paperbacked 35¢, cloth
bound, $2¢50,

'Uatouched By Human
Honds" by Robert Scheckley
Ballantine Books, NY, pap~
er covercd, = &5¢, cloth
'bom‘ld, ;52.90,

"1 h e Weapon Shops Of
Isher' by Ae E. van Vogt,
and "Gateway To Nowhere"
W lurrsy Leinster, (both
in onoe pazper bound book)
Ace Pocket Books, NY, 35¢

"Adventures in Time and
Space' by Healy & lc Comas
paper. bbund, Pernant Books
MY, 25¢,

"huna.n?" edited by Judm
ith llerril, Lion Books, NY
paper bound anthology, 25¢

"The Year's Best Scien~
ce Miction Novels:s 1954',
achted by Everett Bleiler

Ted Dikty,Frederick Fell
1T‘.L' \,\).50.

"Dgrk Dominion" by Dave
i Ducan, Ballantine Books,
WY, paper bound 35¢, cloth
'bounu, 424504

"line Tales Of Space &
'.1‘1119“; edited by Rgymond J
lealy,  Henry Holt & Co,
NY’ 0.50‘

"G-.O.G. 666" by - John
Taing, original, Fantasy

Fiction Digest

Press, Reading Pa., 5;»’5.00,
"Engineer's Dreams” Ty
Willy Ley, mnon - flctz.on,
T h e Viking Press, I,
$350, :
"Science Fiction Think=
ing Machines", edited Ty
Groff Oormlm’, " Vanguard
Press, NY, $3,50, 3
"Porta;s 0f Tomorrow'’,

Edited by August W, De;J.e-
th, Rinehart & Cos, rr
#3750

"The Giant Anthology Of
Science Fiction'y editels
by Leo Margulies and Oscad
Jo Friend; ierlin Press,
Y, $3,95,

"ﬂ:he Outsiders: Children
0f Wonder'", edited by Vil~
liam Tenn, Perma Books,
NY, 35¢,

"Ring Around The Sun" hy
Clifford Simak, and "Cosm-—
ic Manhunt" by L. Sprague
de Camp, (bo th in'ouo
pocket book) Ace Books, a
35¢s

"Brain Wave" by ZPoul
Anderson, Ballantine Boois
NY, 35¢ (paper bound orily)

a2t by Walter Doris
berger, introduction Wy
Willy Ley,The Viking Press
NY, $5,0C,

SCIENCE FIGTION DIGISTM
DELAYS THIRD ISSL

b

(CNS) = The
of Sciencg
whicin sl
ould have come out in July °

New York, NY,
third issue

has been delayed until
sometime in Auguste After
that the magazine is e~

pected to be out on a Dim
monthly schedule, The de=
lay 1 s planned to avoid
the normal slight slump of
the summer months, :

Chester Whitehorn Lnm
dicated that the magazine
is doing well, and that ne

(concluded on page 17)




(A CYCLIC CONDITION)
by Sam Moskowitz

am lloskowitz i s a member of

science~fiction fandom!'s van--—

guard of the early 'thirties,
one who has continued to contri-
bute heavily to the development of
the science~fiction field 1tself
ever gince, Editor of the recent,
lamentod Science-fiction Plus,with
which Hugo Gernsback attampted a
full scale return to science-~fic~
tion publishing, Mr, lloskowitz is
also the editor o f the erudits,
exhaugtive study of science~fic=
tion fandom, The Immortal Storm,
shortly to appear in hard covers,
as well as numerous other excel-
lent articles which have appeared
in vabious fan and pro publica~
tions,e

Sclence Fiction Upswing

' science~fiction t h e
news has been consgis~
tently bad for seme
tines IMany publications
have foldedy, mo r e are
schedule t o fold, and
most of .them, even long
established periodicals,
are finding that their op~
erations are not too pro-
f£itobles

This has come about

I n the magazine end ‘of

‘within a year after it was

predicted that 1953 would

.be the biggest boom year

that science~fiction had
ever experienced,’
WRONG POLICY
llany science~fictione
publishers who previously
felt /that they had at last
attained the correct form~
ula for . science=fiction
success, found themselves

In a position where they
were forced to the extreme
0 f even examining their
on editorial policies for
the basis of their trou-
blOS.

A year and & half ago,
the statements made that
mweh "modern" science~fic=
tion had becomo:too eso=-
teric and specialized for
the general public : were
greeted with condescension
and treated as the stste=
ments of men who had be=
come hopelessly and inex~
tricably entangled in the
nostalgia of the paste To=
day, the fact i's oponly
admitted by a large per—
centage of the editors in
the fiolde Faced with a
goneral circulation col—
lapse” in t h e magazine
fiold, when other phases

)
.

o £ science~fiction were-

holding up strongly, they

had to admit that at least
a portion of t h ¢ blame
accured to the "type" of
fiction being publlshe(l An
the fiold,

t is Dbeginning $0 be
:[ understood that gci=

‘once~fiction can b e

© adplt and literayy

without resorting to wihole
sale usage of th e "ow
Yorker" style o £ stoxy
presentatione It is bolng
understood that claxity,
directness, and good story
values are not antipodal
to high literary standards
nor analogous with juvenl—
litye

What still needs to be
understood is that axcot
£ o r & coterie of jaded
roaders, science~fiction



gtories written with tone
pue in cheek, with obvious
ingincerity, with unbelie~
vable situations,

science~fiction is edten
read in preference to good
fontasy because it is more
beligeeable, and science
fiction with the gbove~
naacd elements are fanta—
8y, for they too are unbe=-
lievable,
“ T h e editor and even
tiio writer may get tired
of a perpetual "sense of
wonder" and sincerdly in
tho stories he reads,” but
tho peader never does, A
decision will have to be
made whether science=fic~
tlon magazines are edited
£0r the pleasure of thoir
oditors or for their rcadm
Qrse
MAGAZINE UPSWING
econtly there have
R‘b e en straws in the
wind that magazing
gales in the science
fiction field may be shovm
10 an upswing, Scicneg
Riction Digest and Orbit
Seicnce Fiction, both of
viiich have been operated
o a "onc shot" basis up
to now, have amounced &
definite bi-monthly scho~
dlo of publication, Sci~
gngo _Fiction Adventures,
Which was schedulod to be
Juniwed, is to be continued
- gnd th o same publisher
wlll rovive Space Scienag
Fictione At loast on o
qoupeny is cdonsidering &
now scicnce~fiction titlos
~"All this is° hedrton~
ing,

@ico=fiction from attaine
x5 largo national circu=-
lotion are still inheront
31 most o £ tho publicaw

have no’
peneral sales appeal, Poor’

but means littlo, '
ginco t h e basic faults
that | afe preventing scis

tions andy, i £ not reme-
diody tho best thay can
hopo for are cyclic peri=
ods of modust prosperity
and alternating’ doldyums,

The magazine in thise
oountry have been dorive
ing a small amount of ad=
ditional revemue from o=
Poning foroign markots of
roprint science--fiction
mabazinos; such countries
as Ingland, France, Lta=
ly, Argontine, Spain, lie-
xico and Sweden arec al~-
roady. . publishing thoir
om oditions of Amorican
megazines and the trend
is spreading t o'- other
countriese This small
additional income 1 s
gometimes the difference
betwosn profit and loss
bo impoverished Amorican
nagazines.

BOOK SALES

horc has becen no gen=
T eral collapsc in tho.

book figld as was

ovidonced in thc mg-
gazine field of scimece
fiction, The roasons for
this ares first, that
gcionco~fiction 'is expor-
ioncing an oxtrcomely good
library sale and, socond,
that pockotbook roprint-
gales aro being properly
exploited, and provide a
good deal of additional
revomae . to book publish—
orse Also, foreign mar=
kets arc republishing Ame-
erican hard~cover titles
in quantity and, though
thoy do. not pay  a great
doaly” 4 ¢ lis' still all
gravye .
- ‘ﬂ'le prosperity of the
8c1onca—fict10n book pub=
Jlishors now rests upon the
guccoss . 0f thoir subsidi-
ary salose A dyying up of

't b o pocketbook  market

would sce a sharp docline

Jin all tho

in the number of hard~co~
ver science~fiction books
published, :

It is also unfortunate
but hevertheless true ‘buat
book quality, in many com
scs, is.not above tho lo=
vel o £ the aveorago
science~fiction story, bub
merely on a par with 1t,
The book publishers a r @
reprinting from magozines
that h a v ¢ not hit the
right formula for news-—
stand successy a 8 o ro~
sult, they camnot help Tt
fall into the samo errors
typical of the periodicals
and eventually oxperionco
the identical reador reac—
tion of apathy,

BASIC VITALITY

arring a catastrephic
Batornic war which might

dincite an anti~scion~

tific prejudico in the
public's mind, scionce
fiction should continue to
be liberally reprosconbed
literary 1o
xetse, I t doos not somm
logical that the litora~
ture is a tompora‘cy fale
The somewhat pootic stato-
mont that "scionce~fiction
is an exprossion of the
atomic- age" has more tmth
than pootry to ite Tho
field will survive and

‘| persist 'despite its shorbt~

comngs, despite its er—
rors, and will be succOsse
ful in spitc of itsclfy

"SPACEWAY!
(concluded from page 1)
tember', This means that
one whole issue will "' b o
skippeds :

The noxt 1s s e
will have' a' n article on
Flying Sauters, which will
cop the cover 111Ut 1ot
ion,

SUPPORT THE FANVITS

pulp -

SKIFS A ISSUE

‘\



Critics And Science Fiction
by Arthur Jean Cox

A

»t Cox 1 s a familiar name to

PD readers.
City of the Angels

friend 6 £ Forry Ackerman,

Bradbury,

A resident of the
and a close
Ray
and A, E. van Vogt, Art

is a n accomplished creative and
aporeciative personality i n  his

own right,
_ with

His critical writing,
that of dimon knight, is

acknowledged a s the best in the
field, and his fiction ranks with
the best work being done by the
youngoer science~fiction authorse

uring t h e nineteen
Dth;lrties and early

forties, science~fic=

bion readers w e r e
quick to defend their fave
orite reading matter on
e grounds that it really
did have some literary and
sultural value, despite
tiw voiced o r suspected
attitudes of college pro-
fessors and literary oris-
ticse lMore recently, at=
tention has shifted fron
gcience-~fiction's literary
moritg, or lack of them,
to its importance as a so=
¢idl phenomenon, Obvious~

. Iy, its rise in just a few

ghort years from an eso=
teric form of pulp fiction
to a type o £ story with
sf1ich eweryone is familiax
1= something deserving ine
yestigation, =

Some of the consequent
discussions o f science
fiction h a v e not been
flattering, if only by im~
plication, to its readers,
I am thinking in partiouw-

lar of various articles by
sthur Koestler, Alfred
Bc-ster', Js B PrieStley',
Robért Plank and G, Leg-—
mene Flattering or not,
one wonld think that per-
sons who have traditiomal--
1y  regerded themselves as
"ppoad~minded" would still

discussions objectivelys
Unfortunately, this hasn't
always been the case, Some
woll~known science-fiction
personalities have reacted
to on e, or another, of
t h e s e statements as if
thoy weré being persomally
attacked, Actually, a s
far as I kxnow, none of
the writers named were mo=
tivated by malice $ovard
anyone, 1t must not only
be o passipnate but. a ner—
yous love for science-~fic—
$ion which is alarmed by
mild criticism, :

A few months ago, I
wes present at a meeting
of one of the major sci=-
arce~fiction societies

be able to consider th &

during which a member read
an essay by Je Be Priest=
ley published in the Ded~
ember 5th, 1953, issue of
The Neu Statesmen and g~

tion, I understood that
several meetings before

another article had been
read which had inspired &
great deal of controversy
~and this one was being
read in the hopes thot it
would, also, After fhe
Priestley article had been
heard, however, one mériber
raised h i s hand to say
that h e didn't think i%
deserved controversye Af
this point there was scib=~
tered applause an'd the
subject was droppeds

his was the substanoce
Tof Priestley's articlos

h e began by pointing
out the paranoid asnects
of the flying saucer GraZe
—creatures from outexr
space, possessing strange
and terrible powers, Sy~

ing wupon the inhabitonts
9



af the earth-——and went on
o suggest that ‘perhaps
meel’ of the same attitude
.47 a s responsible for the
current popularity of sci=
wide-fictions Certainly,
nct an obtuse thesisi Even

3£ 4 + should be granted
that wupon sober examina~—

Ylon "It might prove to be
wrong, I deny that it is
g0 ooviously wrong as té
he bedeath consideration ,
This 1dea has been pub
forth by people other than
Priestley and some of the
most practiced chagpions
0 £ science~fiction have
adinittod that there is at
léast =& grain of truth in
it==ce the prefactory reo=
mailes {0 Alfred Bester's
novelette i n  the Marchy
1954 issue of The Magazing
233 Joutasy amn d Stience
Bioiiqgys for example.

; Ifot 2ll discussions of
gcience~fiction have been
&s rim as those by Koeste
lew, Lojman, and Priestley
however, There is a type
of "analytical article

which professional science

?iction writers are fond
of writing, These artim
ales assert that science—
fiction fans have '"broad
naital horizons", tha t
thoy have "I.Q.s of 120 or
above'y and that they have
"a deup concidusness of
time ~ binding", We have

- evan been told— a t some’

length~~that scilence~fic—
tion” 14 not only not in-
" ferior ‘to other forms of
fiction (as we have guilt~
11y halfwsuspected) b u t
¥hot it is actually super—
I5» %o those other forms$
it “£ollows, o £ course,
tk'*t goisnce~fiction rcadm

c Bre superior, intel=

1:;(,1; Blly or in some-ob~— |

s&par fashiony to readers
10

| and therefore
Why peooplo like t o road

In othor words:

of those inferior £ i o=
tions, It is casy cnough
to soco the appeal of this
ideat for years we science
fiction addicts have car=
ricd our magazines, after
purchasing themat t h e
standg, with t h e lurid
govers held against our
bodies, or otherwisc hide
dory S0 that people would~
n't sce’ the trash we were
reading, Now that scicnce
fiction has ‘become "roes-
poctahle ~- thanks to $he
atomic bomb~wc arc nafus~
rTeally clated at finding
our once Dprivate, oOnN~
temptible reading habits
publicly iecognized a n d
acclaimed, There i s an
invitation in this unac=~
customed situation to bo-
000 SIME~~CGVON 2TT0gan e
which we mist not accopte

There 1 s somothing dis-
turbing about articles,

hovever well -~ written or
calnly ergucd, which ad-
vanco tho idea that scim
pnce~Lfiction readers are
literally, prccociously in
touch with the futuros
porhaps it's tho note rem-
inlscent of W, Claudo Dege
lor's late, unlamonted
Cogmic Circle',

s

~torestod i n clinical
oxaminations of sciemnse
fictions, H, J, Campbelly
in hig editorial i n Au~
thontic. Science Fiction
180 (Pobruary, 1953),, awm
gues that it is impossible
to tell why anyone likes
-«;;t’nngw-a cortain foody
a Y050, & name or & girle-
why bether
to detormine

Some poople are not in-

with trying

whot tho: like t 0 rend?
Yooa'n'd s

we do comnit

I don't objoct to Ik
Compbell's desire to loave
his reading pleasures une-
troubled by sclff~concioud=
ness~~--as long as he doos~-
n't distort facts to jug=
tify that desire-~but oncé
oursolves to
studying t h ¢ oritical
ideas of various writaors
we must put that attitudd
entirely aside, Purther,
we should be self~criti~
cally suspicious o £ all
extrancous motives in owe
oxamination—-for exampla,
the desire t o eulogizde
The only motives worthy of
the undertaking are an 1o~
nest regard for the truth
and the will t 0 réasdn,
They are, after ally, tho
minimum requirements’ fox
any adult discussions :

t
SAM MINES RESIGHS

(concluded from page 1) .
just 8 years ago that Sinm
Mines took over as edltdx
of Standard's s~f magazine
cs, Wwhoen Sam Merwin re=
signed t o do somo freo
lance writing,

Information a t #thls
dato indicatos that. tho
three Standard s~f miga~
zinos will contifme on &
quarterly schedule, t h 0
no new editor has been, as

yot, oppointods

WILL "SPACE SF" EE REVIVIIR
(concluded from page 3).
have becn uncble t0 GO

firm this roport at this
writing, Raymond's othar
magazine, Sclenge Fichion

Adventures is mchths overs
Gueo at this time, :

0ff science-~fhiction's

JIQVING? Vhen you cahnge
your address, notify Foie
tasy-Pimes at once; $0 ad~
not to miss an issucs Sond
both o0ld & now addrosse




FANTASY BOOKS
(eontinued from page 2)
Garnered ninety per cent
of the vintage cream from
the magazines,
dents of subsequent antho
logies have, -with some
houorsble exceptions, been
equal at best only to the
equivalent number of pages
In current, average issues
of Galaxy, Astounding, and
Th o Magazine Of Fantasy
g1d Science Fiction, a n d
at worsé h a v e plumbed
depths o £ trash beneath-
th o standards of Weird
Tales, Imagination, or Iy~
§tice Clearly, for less
than a third of the cost
0f most of these volumes,
the reader can buy as mch
entertainment of a compur=—
anle quality in the cur=
ront magazines ~— plus
1llustrations and depari~

nents, 4
0f course, '"snob" ap=
peal plays a part herej
doubtless many of the pir=
chasers of "book scicnce
fiction" would mnot touch
& science-fiction magazine
(with the possible excep~
tion of Boucher and licCom~
gs! 1tem) and a largd
muher of those who might,

If I may extend an estim

nate based upon my own ex-
porionce i n book store
chats with scicnce~fiction
browsers and buyers, do
not even know that the
stories in these books aro
mogazine reprintsi Cor~
tainly there 1 s little
real overlapping in buying

1blies here == faw of tho
rosular magazine readers
ot care to pay out their
mongy for collected iC-
prints of stories which in
most, cases they haveo re-
eontly read, and oven a~
hard=bound compilation of

the con~"

original stories must look
mighty good t o attract
their.simoleons, IHany of
these latter readers, do
of course, buy the Ballen-—
tine originals and bolong
o t h e Science Fiction
Book Club, which selcets
about seventy—fige p er-
cent original material,
bu t in these instances
cost is roughly ocquivalent
to value,

In my jud gementynot’

one of the three antholo~
gles reviewed this time
aro worth one third of the
list prices charged in
torms o £ their contont,
although the make~up and
binding of the Holt volume
is at least what one would
oxpoct i n a $3,50 book,
and will perhaps prove to
bo the best=looking sci-
ence~fiction book of the
8cason, Two of the col~
loctions arec made up on-
tiroly of original storics
ond onc is an all—-ro;?rint

doals ~To start with the
best of the original le-
vbos, Hoaly's 9 TALES OF
SPACE AND TIME contains

tw o really outstanding
gtorios .(John W,  Camp~
boll's "The Idealists' and
Frank Fonton's "The Chidk-
on or the Egghcad"),
throe reasonably. entor=—
taining ta les (He Ly
Gold's "Man of Parts'y An—
thony Boucher's "Balaam',
and Kris Neville's "Over-
turc''), This
deal better than por for=—
any two or three avorage
issues o £ the top maga~
zines and enough tQ com~
mend the book for purchase
t 0 ‘the mgazine redders
when and if it appeals .as
a pockeit-book reprinte The
book buyer could hardly

do botter than pick it up,

\

/

and,

is, agood

and for the "complotist!
or the "Connoisseur' it is
a mst, if only becauso of
the Fenhton and Campholl
storicse The remoining
items in the volume o
from endurable to ahoii-~
nablo (one, despite i ¢ o
setting, is not. even gcit
ence~fiction) and I shall
s par o embarrasmenh o
those guilty by noitier
listing o »r evaluating
their efforts, :

In "The Idoalists'y
Compbell presents h i'g
first newly-published sto~

ry "ih s om e fourtoom
yoars', The helmsman of
8stounding Scicnce Fic-

tion, who has groundod his
cditorial .craft too fro-—
quently on a scries 6f ide
iosnycratic sandbars, ap-
pears to have lost nonc of
his o0ld story~telling acu~
men, This tale, a wigud
and amusing, 1 £ minor,
variation of the anticuat-
ed suporman themg, is well
writton and tautly ‘stiuo=
tured, and old~timers will
revel in that oddly aliocn,
inhuman tone which chorac—
terized the Don 4, Stuurt
tales of yore and providod
them with much o £ tholr
indefinable flavor, a toud
that made the cavernous—
foaturcd pappets o £ 1ho
Dold illustrations  actu~
ally segm reprosontative
of the nature of tho 8to=~
rics! characterss  Fronk=
Fenton's repollantly~Eit=
lod talo is  the modber=
piece of the collection,
and, although a bit woak
in its -concludifif pogos,
is one of the fov ronuing
Hollywood satirds in exis~
tonce, and onc of the very
fow one would,condider ap—
proximate in quality and
forcc to Nathanial Vost's

al



Dgy O £ The Locust or F,
Seott Fitzgerald' tragim

cally 'incomplete The Last
%roob’n, As science~fic—

fion, it is of little con~
sequence, tut I doubt if
even the most dyed-in=the—
wool fan will regret have

I read it Boucher's
"Daloan" 1is a neatly han=
dled Immonistie = parable,

cast in a religio-intelm
léctual frameworky i t1's&
godd science~fiction, tooy
thpagh not as a story at
all w to t h e author's
neioreble "The Quest of
Ste Acquin® 4§ n Healy's
nrevious collection, Neir
Zales Of Space _And Iimes
The meological chit=chat
is charmingly unique in
t+ 1L o ordinarily secular
pages of science~fiction,
aad would offend only the
most iron-clad aetheist,
Boucher bids fair to be-
coue the G+ K. Chesterton

2 the genre, An intrigue
!_:.'u: theme one would like
%0 sec¢ him handle would
involye the Church's atti=
tude toward an extre,-ter-
restrial race which is abe=
le to oreate intelligent,
hunenioid 1ife, or toward
such a scientific develop=
mmt 4 n o ur soclerys
Goldls story is that still
rather rare commodity, a
wortlnvhile and genuinely
elover. humorous

fiction storys Neville's

ils on often over =~ verbose’

soquel to his well=recelivs

ed "Betty-Ann" in the ear=

Iier Healy collection menw
%ioned above, but it has
its  ogreeable passages,
Sandwiched all too often
botween heavy chunks o £
prose quarried from the
works o £ Faulkner a nd
Wolfe, and it presents a
» ‘

science .

rathér novel story - con~
cente . Its qualification
as sclence—flction is dub~
1ous, Howevers I'm not too
sire, for one thing, of
Wevrille's understanding of
the nature o £ cancer in
its £inal stages, :
August Derleth's TIME
70 COME (which I hope is
not representative, as the
subtitke states, of "#he
science~fic tion stories of
tomorrow!). is’ vastly in<
forior as.an anthology of
new fiction to the Healy
ocolleotion, The. editorial
taste displayed here is in
sad contrast to Derleth's
usually excellent Judge=~
ment as a publisher and,
hitherto, as an antholo=
gist, It is hard to imam
gine wh a t went wrongs
surely there were better
storiés available to Der=
leth than those h e has
socn fit 't o compile in
this booke Poul - Andors=

son's "Buteh" is certainly .

one of the very first and
vory poorest stories this
ordinarily competent au=-
thor ever wrote, and Isasc
Asimoy's "The Pause', Ar~
hur Co Clarke's "No Morn—
ing After", Irving Cox,
dre'ts
anc.. Clark Ashton Smith's
“Pheonix" all deal vari=
ously and dully with the
trite thome of man's des=
truotion andfor  rodemp=
tiony any of them mist
havé had better stories on
tap, Carl Jacobi's "The
hite Pinnacle", Charles
Beaumont's "Keeper Of The
Droam'y © Philip K. Dick's
"Jonls World", Ross Rock=-
Iymnls ""vlinner Take ALL'",

and Evelyn E. Smith's gim-
ifolwthtled story are lit=
3%e more than filler mate

"Hole In The Sky',.

erial for, respoctlvc“'r

Weird Tales, St
Stori es’,. Buture Sciensg

Fiction, Planet Storlas',
and The lagazine Of Fa
tasy And fiﬁ—g 1ct;on.
Oniw two stories In
this collection are in any
way out of the ordinarys
Robert Sheckley's delight=
fully grisly anecdota,
"Parad_lse 17, 1 n whiol
one o £ the ﬁold's mos §
sharply distinguished now
talents outdoes-himself in
indul@ing his taste f o
comic gruc, and Arthme Je
Cox's strange and potent
dealing in sexual ,Symbol~
ismy, "The Blight", which
is certainly one o £ o
completely unprecedented
departures from the stan~
dard science~fiction stoxy
type to s e e print ina
long, long times This
story may prove, as a work
of fiction, to be “somehat
beyond the grasp of many
readers, bu t a careful
reading should reveal tho
author's subtly delineat=
ed theme to most, Those
familiar with the analyti-
cal approach of the "ner!
eritics of the Burke~Ri=
chards =~ Bodkin =~ Empson
"gchool" ghould find - it
compelling and lucide The
author's oxciting descrip-
tion of the hero's battle
with extra=terrestyial
army ants will prove &~
tertaining to 2ll, in any -

ovents, Beyond these %0
stories, Time T o Cgme

seems to have been a oQuw
pletely abortive - entgr-
prise, and the troes cut
dowm  to provide the pulp
for this volume would bet-
ter have boen left stands
ing, : ;
The bookljacket of Sam



Toskawritz's reprint anth-
¢logyy EDITOR'S CHOLCZ OF
SCIILICE FICTION, states
2% "each of the twelve
edltars of th e twelve
landing mgazines publish=
£ science-fiction, has
chpsen from his files the
story which he evaluates
most  highly and nominates
20y inclusion in this, the
most representative of all
snthologies's Both llosko
Wwitz and the editors in-
volved go to considerable
lengthe in their prefactos=
ry writings in  this col=
lection to avoid stating
ey guch specific concepe
tion without being per=
mtted (presumably by the
publisher, who .is appar—
a1tly responsible for the
Blurb quoted) sufficient
candor to obviate ite The
bock, howvever, does this
yory woll by itself,

Like an earlier, simi~
lor volume, My Best Sci~
gnce Fiction Story, "a s
selocted by 25 outstanding
aithors," the book simply
does not.live m p to the
Imlications of its title
or te boasts of the pub=
lishexr's copywriters, The
01d “mublishers! bogy that
hounts the reprint anthol=
0Zios 1like a n eleventh
oGimandment, "Thou Shalt
Tot Puint A Previously An-—
thologized Story"y, p r e~
vailad i1 n both cases,
raining two fundamentally
wortiz’hile conceptions in
their chvidusly freudulent
execitions, Bven worse,
Editortg Choice In Seience
E_::g__u,ggé Goes not 8IWays

renrecent its  contribuo~
tots choices from unan~

Fiolosized mterial, for,
to guote loskowitz in his
iatroduetion, "where i %

was felt that an individu-
al story was not truly re-
prosontative of the highe
es'c standards of, a givea
publication, we often went
back into consultation
with the editor o £ that
sarticular magazine a n 4
obtained o selection which
was unanimously agreed up~
on as superior'. After
ally, it is the editor's
choice we expect to find
in a collection so titled,
not Ioskowitz' s, however

pooxr the former might be

and'however good the lat=
tere We are not interest—
ed in the products of "un—~
aninous"agreements, hoi=
ever yalid such might bes
Some examples from the
book's contents will serve
t 0 point up the meaning-
less of its title: John Vi,
Camrobell has chosen  from
Astounding, "What T h in
Partitions', by Mark Clif-
ton and Alex Apostolides
and from Unimovm, "A 1 1
Roads™y, by Nona Farns~
worth, Howard Browme has

selécted from Amazing, "I,

Robot', by Eando Blnd.er,
and Samuel llines has picke
' od from Thrilling Wonder,

"AndG Someday o Mars', Ty
Prank Belimap Longs These
surely a r e mnot stories
whidéh, as Moskowitz
claims, "created a consim
derable stir at the time
of (theiw)
poarance’y and 'have been
tested and approved by, the
most exacting and final of
all oritics, public opin=
ion itself", The best of
those mentioned  above,
"All Roads', is only & m

nor gem from the diadem of
Unlmoim, where dozens of
still unanthologized YPewr~
els o f far superior eut

original a P

and radiance are set, TIha

others range from the un-

exceptional t o the
speakable, :
Only one of the sto—-
ries ‘i n this collecticn
can truly be comnsidered as .
very likely the bhest over
to appear in a particul
magazine, in editorial ox
anyone else's  judgencni,
and that - is), curigugly
enough, "Death Of 4 Sensi~
tive", by Harry Batocs,
from Moskowigz's own ill~

1L

fated Science = Fiction .
Plus, Another 'very geod

selection, though it con
hardly have been evaluated
by the.editor as his maga~
zine's best, is Artlmr Cy
Clarke's "Wall O £ Darle-

ness", selected from Suiﬁ;,- :
Science Stories (second

series) by Ejler Jaknb~
sson, An interesting tale
is "The Wall Of Fire', ‘tgr
Jack Kirkland, picked frq:

Bluebook (o £ all mbm-
zines}) by Donald Kemmi-

cott (af all editors}) And

Dorothy Mcllwraith could
have done Worse thamn
choose "Far Belww'", by Ro=-

bert Barbour Johnson fion
a Farnsworth Wright ¥eird
DTaleg, though she certain~
ly might have done Zay
far betters (I s 1o ofle
ever going t o reprini-
David H, Keller's suvord

"The Last lMagician" or agy
of the inimitable tales 1y -
Nictzin Dyshlis
‘mgazine?)

A word about the nnr'a- :
represented:

fron this

I .{X:‘-
Goloey,
l.nv:uf

i
 hapogy?

I" a nem,omer lixe Scizneg
Riction Plus, why 20t l,J_._,

(contlnued on pagel7) =
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SCiE’NCE/FANTASY HAGAZIIES OUT IN THE UNITED STATES THE 2nd HALF OF IAY'3

Jlame of magazine Date Price| Pages [Size [Date On Stand | Schedulo

_Science Fiction Quarterly [Aug 1954 [25¢ 198 pulp |May 20, 1954 | Quarterly
Startling Stories Suner'54 [25¢ 1130 |pulp (lley 20, 19564 | omarterly
Tontasy & Science Fiction |July 1954 135¢ 1128 |digest|lay 21, 1954 | ilonthly
Future Science Fiction Aus 1954 |36¢ 130 |digestiliay 27, 1954 | Bi~llonthly

Daring May 1954, 16 s/f malazines came oute
eost a total of 75¢, plus $4¢55 for the digestsy making a
ulps contained a total of "558 pages; the digestss

2, 154 pagess

3 pulps and 13 digests, The' pulps
total of $5,30, Tie
1,796; making a total of.

TURING THE MONTH OF JUIE 1954, THE POLLOVING SCIENCE/PANTASY UAGAZINES CAIR OUTS

_Planet Stories Swmier! 54 |256¢ 196 pulp |June 7, '54 | Quarteriy
_hyilling Wonder Stories™ |Swmier!54 25¢ (150 |pulp |June 10,'54 | Juartexrly
£ Aug 1954 |36¢ 1120 |digest|June 11,'54 | Monthly
Irpgination Thug 1954 |35¢  |130 |digestiJune 11,'54 |lonthly
tounding Science Fictionm|July 1954 |36¢ 162 [digest|June B, '54 |llonthly
Golaxy Science Fiction July 1954 |35¢ (160 |digest|June 5, '54 |lonthly
Amazing Stories Seht 1954 [35¢ 130 |digest]June 18'54: Bi~llputiuky
_Galaxy Novel Tog 21 |35¢ |128 ldigest!June 18,'54 | Bi-llonphly
Fautagy & Science Fiction [Aug 1954 135¢ 1128 |digest|June 23,184 | Monthly
Veoird Tales Sent 1954 [35¢ (128 |digest|Jung R4,'54 Bidlontily
oxy Science Fiction Aug 1954 |35¢ 160 |digest!June 28,'54 | lMonthly
i%éﬁve Tales** (gi gt{q?‘b 1954 [365¢ |162 |digest]|June 29,'64 | Bi-tonthly
stbastic Universe SF [Sept 1954]35¢ 126 ldigest|June 29,'54 | Bi-llonthly

1is is the 25th Ammiversary issue and is so markéd on the cover.
**First issue of companion magazine to Imagination.

a reprint,

®¥¥Fipgt issue with 128 pages, (Was 160 pagese)

The novel in

(NOT SCIENCE/FANTASY BUT OF INTEREST) s

this issue is

Monthly .

e July 1954[35¢ [130 st] June 14,'54
Husiighesss oo 1954 |35¢ 130  |digest|June 14,'54 | Bi~ifonti
o Aug 1954 |35¢ 130 |digest]June 284'54 | Monthiy
*¥¥he cover of this issue of Fate is by Virgll Finlaye
**EkBXPipst issue with new cover format.
During June, 1954, 13 s/f macazines came oute, 2 pulps and 11 digests, The' pulns

gost a total of 50¢, plus
wulps contained 226 pages;

During the f£irst six months of 1954 76 science/fantasy magazines -c
were pulps. The pulps cost a total of

these 65 were digests and 11
{oontinued on page 17)

14

(5486 for the digests, making a total of $4,35¢ T

vhi

e

le the digests 1,536; making a total of 1,762s

ame oute OFf
$2.85 vhile




Alas, What Boomn?
‘ by William L. Hamling

i11 Hamling, editor of Imagi-
Bv}_ly_t_;gr_i, one of the hardiest,
most colorful and controver=
: sial magazines i n the field, is
the close friend o £ a rmumber of
top science =~ fiction and fantasy
authors and is liked and respect=—
ed by alle, A former associate of
the Ziff~Davis Publishing Company:
and intimately concerned’ w i t h
both Amazing and Faptastic when

those magazines were edited by
Ray Palmer, h e now edits Madge,

as his magazine is . effectionately
novm, to its tens of thousands of

. - devoted readers,
I1linpis,

hat big noise y o u.
r]?‘heard early in !'54 was

the collapse of a pub-

lishing mirages T h e
science~fiction "boom" had
finally Ybecome the obitu~
ary ® f mumerous titles,
and many a publisher was
Looking mournfully around
him and asking in a puz~
zZled wail, "What happen=
odz"

What happened should
never have happened in the
first place, In 1952 mest
* ditles on the stands were
enjoying comforbadble
S ale se In addition to

this the movies continued
$0 feature stf "A" produc~
tions, a n d the various
lerge slicks ran science
fictlon articles and sto=
riessi T o any but hard-
core ' stf businessmen this
meant a suddenly expanding
publishing horizons The

word went out that there
was a fast buck to be made
In t h e science~fiction
field and so the blitz of
153 came into existence,
I've never bothered to
tabulate the actual mumber
of titles on sale in this
country during 1953, but
others who have kept count
assure me there were some
thirty magazines o n the
stands with various fre-
quencies of publication,
Some o f these were pulp
size, a good many others
were digestj one even ven=
tured int¢ a large-size
slick formate, All of them
expected to achieve sales
of 100,000 copies per is—
sue, a n d perhaps mores
Certainly they all antici-
pated selling at least 60
of their disitributione And
for most of them financial
breakeven hit close to the

from Evanston,

60% mark, Most o £ them
were lucky t 6 sell half
that figures :

mmber of things hap-
Apened at the heigit of

this newsstand deluge,
Pirst of all there was a
general sales recession
that began shortly alfter
the 1 a's t presidential
election, It may have
been the expanding televis
sion market cutting in, or
it may have been a sudden
"tightening up" on the cne
tertaimment budget with
the murmuring of & ccning
business recessiong Poim
haps it was a combination
of factors such as ¥1e3a,
At any rate newsstand
sales (not confined %2 the
science=fiction figdd) bom~
. gan to slump late in 1952
By the spring and swuaa
of '53 it became appirent

that this W a s 10 over—
15



fdlght ailmenty it had w1l
¥io earmarks of a trend,
And smack into the middle
of the slump came the de~
luges This brought about
8 more serious problems

" A ocasual look at the
avorage newsstand display
Yotk will show that it was
nevor made to accomodate
mo x» e than a few titles
with full cover display at
any one time, Yet week
afber week distribution
Soipany trucks pulled up
30 corner drug stores and
wloaded a mountain o0 £
macezines, For a while 1t
geaued as if a new title
Wero appearing every weeky
(And this speaking only of
sclence~fiction}) The poor
drugedist scratched h i s
héad and did the best he
sould for a whilej he puls
led o £ £ sale the magar
zines that went on a few
doys earlier and displayed
e nev onesy then a fow
days later he pulled those
9ff % o make room for o=
Yherse And on, and eNgse
fmtil finally the gy
thirow his hands up in dig-
pair and simply began %
sond everything back un=
doeneds, 4 1 1 this moani
thot a magazine, regards
less o f whether it was
gupposed to be a monthly=
o 'bi—monthly or quarters
1y, stayed on sale for a
period averaging a week in
most places=-—=if the magar
#ine were lucky, Distri-
butors! warehouses became
loaded with what are lmown
as "prematures'--magazines
returmed prior to full en~
sale period, They came in
%y the tens of thousandsg

dstrivutors suddenly dismg £ield is a small one~—from
sovered they had to hire’

moxe help—eimply to count
&md process yeturns, The

38

{ a growing list,

publishers, in the space
of a few Wonths, were in
the Waste paper conversion
blisiness, And no publish~-
er can make money selling
his mogazines as ' a wabsbe—
products e
That the editorial
gontent of most of the de=—
Iuge was not worth more
than the waste paper price
didn't help matterss many
contend ‘that steady stf
roaders grew sour on the
field as a whole while re~-
joct material was rushed
to press to f£ill an aver=:
growing demand, While not
a crucial matter, it . was
gnother evil to embellish

he end had to comee I'm
Tsurprised it took so

longe Perhaps the last
straw. was a steadily ris-
ing cost linee From prine
ting through shipping
there has been a gradual
hixe in prices during ¥he
past several yearse Sci-
once~fiction magazine pube
lishing became the most
expensive paper conversion
program on records FPub-
lishors discovered they
were spending thousends to
mot their "fast buck" from
the local junk dealers

I t was a disastrous
lesson for the newcomers,
and certainly a costly ex—
perience for those of us
who have been in this bus=-
iness for years, The old
law of supply and demand
cannot b e shunted aside
for long—--~which brings us
to the crus of the matter:
where: is science~fiction
headed?

T h e science~fiction

hord~core reader - stand-
Dointy It o a n  cawsnd-

falrly go o d transient

trade, b u t nothing ap-
proaching a half million
figure to put it on a geu~
oral appeal basis, Thotls
the simple an d tragic
fact, This field is big
enough to support perhaps
a dozen steady publica»
tionss A n d that doze
won't make any o f moir
publishers millionairess
They can realize a fald
profit, and that is all,
Porhaps that dozen should
actually be cut in halfees
It may be an ironic fact
to some, but no mAagozine
in t h e science=fiction
field of recent years has
ever come close to hitting

.the circulation figures o<

Amazing Stories during the
height of of the Shaver u;y-
stery in the middle £0x=
ties, 100,000 readers pexr
issue i s a dream bhese
days, and yet when I wes
connected with Ziff=Dovis
the circulation departuent
screamed when we sold only
slightly over thate Ilost
magazines today would oons
tent themselves with half
that figuree 5 ' -
Part of the reason for
this enlightening fact Is
simply that competition in
the forties was merely a
possibility~—~not an actu~
alitye Now, competition
is a good thing and should
not be discouraged, b u &
you can saturate a market,
at which time it beconos ’
not competition but a bat-
tle for survival, :
Thus we start the long
road back to mnomal; ti~
tles drop; others may fol~
lows frequencies and pegoes
are cutj changes in printw
ers and paper are made fov
lower costsy Wword etas
are dropped, and s 0 0Ol
Out of .t h e mayhon will



@lerge those hardy enough
to endures Once agrin o
monthly magazine will stay
on sale everywhere for the
full on~sale period, And
th¢ editors of these hardy
boolm will seek out the
transiont market to 1lift
galesg It will be a long
mlly, but it will worlk
out, Those who survive
will gonpare scacs and re=
minesce over the long bat—~
tley, Those w h o perish
will' mnot soon return, if
OvCil's
Unless,yof course; the
nythical science~ fiction
boom actually does materi~
alize some d ay, Man's
Pirst trip to the modn mgy
be the spark we need, I'm
gnough of a dresamer to be~
lieve it will happen in umy
lifetime, And my Favorite
gol, lladge, feels the mme
Waye Vhile I've cut down
o her wardrobe & bit re~
cently, shefs still at=
tending the monthly news=—
stand ball, 4 nd for my
dougi, she's still t h e
pretiicst gal thers, AS
the ¢ row d thins outy
she'll have more room to
donces T h e n maybe the
andience will get a chance
bo see and admire here ‘
Come to think of it,
there!s your answer: what
gcience ~ fiction needs is
an sulience-~nct a croWds

FAITDASY BOOKS
“(concluded from page 13)
or Spece Science Fiction?
Wby s \IOflc._gg ntorJeu rem—
presented twicef  And why

2 0 yeprint mgazines,
Fantastic Stox { andl
as Fanyast:

t110 basis of judgement
uped which this hodge~pod~

Ilo&kowitz does mnot tell
use Nor does he explain
why some of the editors
gselected picked stories—
printed in their magazines
at times when they served
only in subsidiary editor--
ial capacities or mnot at
2ll? The whole thing is
un wnfortunate and badly
botched contretemps, the
gooher forgotten the bet=~
ters

The curious thing a~
bout these three books is
that almost n o one gon=~
cerned with them is with~
out at least a modicum of
g‘ood. taste and keen judge—~
mont, which all have dis~
played clearly at one time
or smotherj & combination
of behind~the--scenes pres—
sures and restrictions is
nerheps largely to dlame
for what 1 s most grieve
iously wrong with their
work din these instances,
We are noty obviously, ap~
proaching any millenium in

hardback science-fiction
publishing, n o r are Ve
lixely to, at this rate,

for some time to comes

FANTASY RECORD
(contimmed from page 14)
the digests $22,753 making
a total o £ 250,60, The
pulps contained a total of
1,512 pages and the di-
gests a total of 950943
making the grand total of

10,406 pagese
]conolnuerl in issue_if202)

)

"SGITIICE FPICTION DI'GEST!
(concluded from page 6)
hos received more than 350
letters scince the second
issue hit the stands, A
good protion of the let-
ters show a liking for the
mage

oo 6Ff titles was selected?
7

The third issue is now

BRITISH NEWS

by Michael Corpex _

The British monthly Araosy
for June 1954 contains &
short story by Arthur C,
Clarke, "Thirty Seconds,
Thirty Days"e

Space Times  (March 19 5/1)
in its . editorial-—this is
a fan mag--calls on Bl b
ish s-f fans to subscribe
to all British pro mags in
order t o give them the
support they need in order
to meet the competition of
the floods of British Re-
prints o £ Awmerican il
magazines Wwhich are often
printed abroad, as well as
enable them to pay highex
fees t o authors and win
pack some that a r e Nov
writing for the USAs Spacg
Times also invites readers
opinions on the formation
of a National S. F, ASSO~
ciation, an idea which has
been suggested by ~Walter
Gillings and others, Among
other items, it also GO
tains a'Writer's Worksho: S

entry: "From Wb at Din
Starst', a story by 'Jamos
Guthmo" : and a report Iy

Cempbell (AR~
visif to

editor He Js
thentic) on his
the USA,

(continued on pace 21)

being pw t together and
will probably contain o~
short by S, Fowler Wright,
and reprints fram ueh
mags as Sird, Sifferent,
Record Chonger and Poudi~
lum, It will glso comntain
a short bought f rom a
student o £ Frazier and
Moskowitz's class of scl-
ence~fiction writing,

R

————~=3JUPPORT THE FAI




WHITHER?

by Jhomas S. Gardner

i

om Gordner is one of the most
avid ‘an d ardent "fans',
roads,and has read,

He

virtually

everything printed in the stf and

fantasy field,

More

important,

he r¥eads with an active and acute

ofltical intelligence,

His anmual

revier of the yearly erop of stf

and fantasy magazines

appears

every yoer in Fantasy-Timeg an d
has proven very popular with our
readerss

Tiost everyone likes=
to speculate, and when
our editory,J i mmy
Tourasi, asked me %o
do an article for the spe~
olal issue of FT (#200),
gevaral points of whither—
$x; came to mind regarding
weird, fantasy and science
fiction, In order to et
& olear picture of such a
fheculative "whither" (the
noun does not exist accor=-
ding to Webster, ®ut let
us use it anyway), a word
ohoit the past and présent
i often ehlightening,
" LAt one time welrd ficw.
¥ion was very popular, The
" average level of genheral
fafomation was low, and
% h e settings and situa~
tions required f o » the
welting and enjoyment of a
© food weird tale wawe often
very close to the prevails
Ing and believed roligisug
peactices, As the general
Tovel 'of information rose,
th o belickability of a
VLIRD TALE while being
wrlitten, or read, dropped
18

rowed woird tales started
t0 decline, The turning
noint came about the last
part of the thirties, Cand
by 1945 was definitely, in
my opinion, dropping fasts
It is rather difficult to
Imagine the wusual weird
clichds s uch as were~
wolves, vampirism, magic,
and rituglism given with~—
out deteministic back~
groundse The pattern of
wolrd tales had to become
"gcientific" and vampires
and werewolves had to have
genetic bases - rather than
s;nirit-ual. Williasmson'sg

or Than Y o u Think,
Blluh's ‘Ihere Shall Be ilo
Daximess, etc., are weird
tales that took on the
vattern of science as ex~
Dlanations, VWhen T ha t
happened weird tales i n
the ancient sense died—
the modern weird tale has
become fantasy, as will be~
described laters The con~
temporary attempts 1t 0
werite "weird tales" In the

rather dismal failuydg~
with the exception of %8
work of a few writers Wi
wrote in that period and
'can still successfully do~=
velop the  atmospheré of
the 1920's, In ny onine~
iorn, unless we have a cat—
astrophe in our civiliza~
tion, real weird talés are
deader than the dodo,
antasy -~ fiction is "2
different matter alto=
gether, Fantasy~ fic=
tion is an extrapolation
beyond science~fiction In
that science ~ fiction Is
based on logical and pxo=
bable developments of pros~
sent~day science, Fantasdy
may enter the bordexline
fields t hat ocanuot e
classified a s gcienos,
hovever, such &s the ST
function (see 4, Huzlay!s.
"A Case For ESP, FK A'n. i
BsIty Lifo, Ja:a,, 1954) ¢
Thus all stories based Qn
the IBI fuotions such as

Blish's very good Jagk O £

1920-80 pattern have hecm

Eagles, etce, are fantasy

Z




fadsrmceh  as they lack the
o  concluding and necesm
gary prerequisites 0f bew|
ing a science=—reproducis-~
bility a n d predictions
T  Astounding Science

Fiction is printing some
axcellent stories based on
PSI functions which a r e
Pantisy=——not science=ficm
tion, That does not mean
$hat Astounding should
¢hange 1 t s mname to "Yg
01do Alxemical Digeste and|
Hoympagk for Witches" be~
pause that period of our
gulture has passed--but no
dne should kid themselves
Into believing that t h e
borderline fields of ine
vestigation, such as the
BSI fuhctions, are science
githor] The general pub=
lic appreciates fantasy
more’ than science~fiction*

Ow {lsy the very favorable
revisrs i n the New York

DMipg for Clarje's Childwe
1I00D's End and Sturgeon's
Ligeg Than Human. .
" ' Both ncvels are fane
tesy} However, science
fiction based on economic,
sociological and political
¢hanges are often 1liked
vory mueh, e 8,5 Fhnol and
Korubluth's The Gravy Pla~
net {a good title), later
wsuaned The Space e
Lhunts, Well-written fan=
. Yasy with some scientific
backoroand is, in my opin—
ioy the present and per—
e future genre of our
wl "literary'" fields
wiich have the best chance
07 gulling well =—-l. ©ey
havine high survival vas

iy
» Science~fiction as a
pwre  form is appreciated
%lg;i .9y _a linited number
“ =~but mnot when it is
so lebslled, clas) As wit~

of people——I should seti~
mate less than half a milw
1lion at the most, Some of
the best stories ever
written are pure science
fiction, but they are few
gnd far betweon, Olivert!s
Hands Across Space is al=
most pure science~fiction
in that everything in the
story has a certain reali=
zable probability based on
modern science with only
t h o faintest traees of
fantasy, (T™his story ap-
peared in Science~Fiction
Pluge) Asimov has made &
top. reputation on stories
that are almost pure sci-
ence~fiction, logically
developed, and having high
probability values insofar
as thelr science is cone
cernete Simak's City is
another story which has
only traces o f fantasy.
However, attempts to write
t h o SatEvePost type of
s1iok science~fiction have
not been too successful,
De Campts series, later in

book form, The Continent
llakers, was quite free of

fantasy and suggested only
two developments, as 1 re—
call, not attainable at
presont~-the Lorentz=Fitz-
gerald~Einstein space reoc-
ket ship, and a super ring
gameral And I811 bet that
the electronic engineers
¢ an duplicate that ring
camerz i n five years if
they so Aesired}

he future o £ science
Tﬁction 4s more limited

than mixing Scilence
fiction ‘and fantasye
public will support fan~
tasy better’, and a mixture
is accentable while pure
scicnce~fiction may have
tough sleddings Scienoce

ness Lhe corpsc of Unknouny
1

fiction should have a high

index of believability and
when it becomes too hizh
it is fact and found in
the technical jourmals and
patentsi Stories bullt
around a jet car in 1940
w a s science~fiction—~dn
1954 facte, Can't be holj~
ody but that is the way i¥

iS,

Personally, I enjoy
the mixed fantasy~science
fiction a s well as pure
science~fiction, and I ot
more o f£f the fantasy~gtf
mixture, as good stf stou-
ies are few and far be=
tweens :

"Now Some more whithor
ing, I Dbelieve that the
professional magazines
will decrease in muber %O
about fifteen titles and
about 100 issues ayéa;é"
with a lot of their mater~
ial being sheer oIaps
However, this will be ceir=
pensated Wwith an increase
i n the paperback collec~
tions a n d mnovels whidh
will become of bettor
quality than the mgaZines
on a whole, T h e perul~
¢ious habit of republisii~
ing i n paperbacks from
magazines will decroasO,
an d original paperballs
will dominate the ficlde

I do not expect £on~
tasy-stf or stf to becod
s dominate literary fisld;
neithcr has the western o
the mystery, but 1t will
soon take a good sharo of
the sales and become ac~
ceptable from the businoss
standpoint, This will ro-
sult in better quality. i~
terial in general, (550 o
course, I may be complcho-

ly wrong in all my stab o=
ments made above—-g 0 4ot
us see what the situation

is in 1960}




THE LOST AND FABLED. ©

A REMEMBRANCE
.by Mary Gnaedinger

ary Gnaedinger was the editor=-

!\ /‘ of Famous PFantastic Mysteries=—
and Fantastic Novels, To the~
readors Tamiliar with those indeed
lost and indeecd fabled magazines)
nothing mo r e need be said, To
those unfamiliar with them, there
are no words which can convey the
atmosphere of wonder and enchant-
ment which lay within their cov~
erses Not since Fansworth Wright,
has the work of an editor been so~
mich atclaimed and so little crite=
icizede H e r personal charm and

beauty

und

hen Jimmy Tenrasi cale
Wled up and asked me to
write a shoxt article
for him on my remem~
hrance of Famous Fantastic
Iydtorios, I was delightm-
od¢ I had been thinking a
Lot about it, and recently
I had had some very nos=—
talgic letters from old
friends o f mine and the
nasazine's which intensi=~
ficd my sense of loss, as
well as my recollection of
v  pleasure which a book
1ike that brings t o the
person who 1 s entrusted
with its carea
I oremember it as one
micghf  fabled Atlantis,
glanorcus beyond thinking,
ana lost=~but perhaps 0
bo refound someday by genms
rations to ccme, for such
stories cannot be withhéld
fron the light too longs
Pinding the stories wos
alivoys a great adventurew—w

orgettable magazines,

something 1like mining fo
oolds Sometimes
difficult a n d tedious,
when the lead to a source,
a copywright, balked m &
But success was so sabtis~
factory, and the second
triunph, the delightful
and grotified letters of
the readers coming in then
to be enjoyed.

I think there are few-
nagazines which could be
so entertaining t o the
gtaffe 1t really had
throe dimensions, for me,
The stories, the reader
reaction which was person=
al and undetached, and the
art work, which was alway$s
a separate satisfaction,
Minlgy, Lawrence, and Bok
~tliree Who created indive
idnally in their drawings
a separate medium, d o=
pendent upon the stories,
but standing as triumphs
by themselves.

it was my,

a r e equal to that of her

hen I heard from Jim-%-
I had just receiy-
‘'t ed s ome especially
touching letters from old
readers who had no thought
of past or future triwaphs
i n magazine prodnctior,
but who kad remembersd now
that some months had gone
by and that there was 10
more Famous Fantastic Ify-

steries at least for the
present, a n d wished %o

speak of the part it had
played in their livese I
myself had been busily ei~ ~
gaged in getting out four
Popular Publication mage~~
zines, and had mnot been
brooding a b o u t things
paste T h e s e Iletters~
brought it all back mos?t
pleasantly----and then, as
i f by telepathy, Jiingy
called to ask my thoughtse

How does it foel to be
editor of Famous Fantastic
Mysteries? 1t feels saue~



thing like being a onesman
detective bureau, in the
early stages of procuring
material to use in the fu~
ture issues—~-writing end-
less letters first to find
the osmer o f a ceptain
story while reading t o
£ind more stories, at the
Libroxry o r by weading-
Tooks in the office, Illany
¢ % h e books came frem
fontasy fans who had ¢ol=
lectihdng, The corresponds
eico and the often making
¢f lasting friendships was
one of the most agreeable
0f %t he many different
rthases’ of building future
issues, At first it suf~
ficed to a s k for books
through letters an d %o
have them mailed i n by
friendly readerse As the
years went by the search
brought me right out of
the office, to discuss at
first hand t h e various
£ood possibilities. There
Ls nothing like a free-and
=gosy talk for unearthing
treastures in t h e Dook
field,

The 1letters from the
reodors  were a source of
at least half the informa~
tion which led to finding

stories I wantedo 4 n d
also the source of many
good friendships Ilasting

o this day, I do not
nocd to tell you what an
important part of the mag-—

azine's atmosphere W a §
concontrated in "The Read~
era? Viewpoint”, 4nd I am

oropd to 8 ay: that I am
511l discussing the fasw
cination of 4, Merritt and
Ausin Hall with readers
whoy like myseif, are al-
Vays  spellbound by these
msters of a great field
0% artistic creation, Same
0f 'these unofficial advim=

sors became publishers of
fantasy classics tham-
selvées i n the course of
time, creating their undy~
ing monuments to the field
in print, after having un-
selfishly shared their
knowledge o £ it with meé
throughout the life of F.
Zalls

he three representar—
T tive artists, Finlay ,

Lawrence, an d Bok,
were good friends and
8till are, and last, but
not by any means least,
the editor-in-chief, Alden
Torton, and the art direc=
tory, Alec Portegal, whose
wholehearted enthusiasm
was more than a matter of
directorship, since they
a r e Dboth real lovers of
fantasys

Perhaps the crowning
Pleasure of all in my ca~
pacity of editor was the
oprortunity of kmowing A,
Uorritt and Mrs. Merritt,
g number of other impor—
tant writers; and t0 have
been in touch with the fan
clubs and fan activities,
which-are in themselves &
wique privilage to sharees

I think you can tell
from this brief mention of
the various personal sat~
isfactions, merely sketch-
ing t h e 8surface of the
subject, what a privilege
it was t o have been se=~
lected. t o tend Fe Fo Mo
through so long a periode—
between 1939 end 1953—-and
to still enjoy the plea~
sant eontacts to which it
introduced me as its edi~
to1s

BRITISH NEWS
(continued from page 17)
Peter  Hamilton editor of
Hebulag reports that issue

#9 will .contain: a novel

by E., Co Tubb about % h e

mefthods of an alien inyads

er of Earthy, and the ifm
capabilities of the Last~
West military to resist an
invader from Outside; a
novelette by American Do
ald Locke about how human=
ity i s made concious of
outter space by s-f, bub
"unable mentally tc face
the deserted universe W~
ich they fear to £indg
mentally creating a whole
new companion race right
here on Earth'", says Hame
ilton, And therec will Dbé
material by James Whitc,
Dan Morgen, Bob Shaw, Len
Wright, Wme F. Templo, and
Robert Heinlein (one that
has never appeared in mag
form overherel. Fatuwo—
numbers of Nektula w i 1 1
contain another stoxry by

E. Co Tubb, in the "Dark
Solution" and "Tea Party!
styles

Nebuka, s ay s Peter

Hemilton further, does noh’
pay fixed authors~fees -10.7,
"there being only an es-
tablished minirum r'a t e
given to new authors". Ie
adds, that he has paid on
occasions more than any
other British editors

As regards the exoect—-
ed new magazineg American
Science ~Fictiont T have
BEEN PROMISED = DEFLiITE
news in the near futures

Nebula #B8 containst
"Blaze O f£f Glory" (Es Rs
James), "Fly Away De‘se:”
(Eric Frank Russell)y
isode" (E,C.Tubb), ",aﬂtm-
or Station" (Sydney J.
Bounds), "Wind Along Thé
Waste" (Kermeth Potter)s
and departments. Cover Ty
lMeintyre, and interiors by
Hunter, Clothier, Wilsom,
and Turner,

(con3luded on page27)

e




ON- S P O Es”

by Groff Conklin

introduetion for himself, 4s

this article will make clear,
Jre Conklin has 1long been inti=~
mately concerned with the prepar—
ation of science~fiction antholo=~
glesy; a n d the majority of our=
readers ‘know him as indisputably

Groff Conklin scarcely need§ an

the Dbest, as
productive,
field tOd.Dyo
a reviever, t00:

wwell as the most
anthologist 1 n the

He is well~known as
his monthly book

revicw column having long becn a
feature of Galaxy.,

twolfth  science~fice
tion anthology, making

" 3% asort o f milem
stone, i t seems like &
good idea to take a brief
look at what has been hap~-
pening in the field since
ny first one, The Best Of
Scienge Fiction, came oub
in t h e Spring of 1946,
That not only was my
Lirst, it was the first
hard-bound all = science
fiction short story anthom
ogy in literary historyg=—
Lbs only predecessors were
Donold Wollheim's paper
brcts  Pocket Bock of Sgi-
EEL Fiction, published in
1945, and his Porteble No=
i O Poi 194,

1 oodtmnc\i " four nov=
three of them fulle

]:msnuch as this is my

Lengtiy **

*ome 0 1 d =~ time fans
insist that Phil Stong's
The Other Worlds, 1 9 4 1,
was the first cloth~bound
science~fiction anthologye
Bu t since it contained
more weird and supernatu=
ral material than it did
scicnce~fiction, most e
verts do not class it as
a séience~fiction anthol=

oys It is true, how-
every, that mch of
Stong's introduction~
dealt. with science =~ filoi
tiony 1 ¢t must have been

the first time that the
subject, thus labelled,
ever had been critically
exzonined outside th @
sclence~fiction magazines

themselves,

The development of tiw
science~fiction anthology~
field since 1946 has been
one of the major phenomena
of modern book publishing,
I bvelievel am safe In
saying that no other tyDe
of fiction ever became so
popular so fast, This; no
doubt, was due to the ad~
vent of atomic energy and
various other postwar sci-
entific and ° technological
developments, which awal~
ened popular interest in
the far frontiers of sci=~
ence with which sciences
fiction deals, or at loast
flirts,

Recently I spent a
pleasant morning meking a
census of the science~fic~
tion anthologies to dato,
and I think the results

This article is an

bl 1uheu. booky

D exponded version of Iire Conklin's original mtxoduvtl.on
*"his forthcomlng Permaboolks~Doubleday anthology, tentatively titled, Tales Of

o7s D u'e to space Pequiraments, this introduction will not be used in tl.e_
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. ‘;LO), making

nay be of some interest,
gince they show how rapide
)y this new type of relaxw
ation reading has attained
a p)bsztzxon of importance

ia %'h e book publlshlng

worlde
‘Since the Spring of 19=

' 46, and through the end of

tio month of April, 1954,
bhiere have been published
f2 this country and in
Ingland approximately 80
gunthologies that can be
glassed a s science-fic~
tion, not including paper=
back reprints o f£f harde
bound eollectionses Three
¢ £ these are British in
§riging British editions
8 £ American anthologies
&re, of course, 1ot inclué
ded in this count, though
theré have been many of
Yhcng
he number of stories in
Teaah o £ these books
s from a maximum of
43 (in my Omnibus of Scim
&6 Tiction) to as few as
9 or 103 t h e number of
pages £ r om over 1,000
{lealy and McComas'! Adven~
tures in Space and Time,
original edition, 1946) to
as £ ew as 212 in cloth
binding and 128 in papers
These anthologies cons
tain, -An all, about 1,750
different short stories,
novelettes, and novels,
About 80 of these appeared
3 Uwo different antholom
80 extra it=~
, @nd 10 in three, for
iy extra, acheiving a
1 tolel of over 1,250
Se including t h e
saticns, This repree=
sent: an average of about
15 stories per anthologys
Mese stories wer e
written by over 400 au=
thors  (this figure does
not include the pseudonyms

soily Jack Vance,

0 £ authors whose stories
were anthologized under
more than one namey for
example, Henry Kuttner and
Lewris Padgett are counted
as only one person, and S0
are Robert Heinlein and
Anson IHacDonald), of whom
approximately 30 we r e
nglassic'y including Plam
to, ’.'L'homas lore, Poe, Dic=
iens, Wells, Verne, Bierm=
cey and Doyle, Of the re~
mainder, well over half
are '"modern" authors, in
the very up-to-date sense
that they had published no
science~fiction until the
late ¥thirties or afters
0,f the approximately
400 writers, about 250 had
had only one anthology ap=
podrance as of iMay 1, 19=
544 Over 100 had had from
two to five stories antho=
logized, and about 50 had
had more than fives Theo=
dore Sturgeomn, Marrey
Leinster~Will F, Jenkins,
Henry Kuttner = Lewis Pade
gett had had more than 30
stories i n collections,
not including appearances
o £ sgeveral of their best
tales in more than one an=
thologys Issac Asimov,
Fritz Leiber, Ray Brade
bury, Eric Frank Russell,
and Ay Es van Vogt had all
had between 20 and 30 stow
ries "i n various collecw
tions, Of course, many of
the younger writers who

have come up since science

fiction's great days began
around 1948 have not pube
lished enough stories to
bulk large in this partis
oular record, but authors
like damon knight, Kathws
erine llacLean, Walter Il
Illery, Jre,
and so
o1, ore making remarables
records in view of the re=

Poul Ander=—

latively short time they

|have been writénge

ome of the more succese
fil writers are Bri=~
tishers who made thelir
first reputations "in the
American magazines. Anong
them are Eric Frank Rus=
sell, William F, Temploy
John Benyon Harris (also
known as John Wyndham and
John Benyon)y - Js Te IoIne
tosh, Peter Phillips, Axr—
thur C, Clarke, an d Ae
Bertram Chandler, HoWe=
ever, the great majority
of the writers are Ameri=
cane A small handful are
womens Katherine MacLean,
llargaret Ste Clairy Ce Le
Moore, ldris Seabright,
Evelyn Smith, Judith JIGH
ril, and Betsy Curtis are
among the leading women
science fictionists, The
most are, 'of course, mens
the field is still primep~
ily a masculine ones
Among the anthologies
themselves, six and a half
consist entirely of new
stories mnever before pubm~
lished elsewhere: two Dam
perbacks by Frederick
Pohl, two hardbounds Ty
Raymond Healy, one papeors
back edited anonymously By
Donald Wollheim, one hards
bound edited by August
Derleth, and half of oue
of the collections compile
ed by Kendall Foster Cros=
sen, All the rest of the
anthologies contain, with
a few spares exceptions,
stories reprinted f r o m
magazines or other bookse
My files show that the
80 collections have been
edited by 30 anthologists
or anthologist~teams, For
straight science~fiction
anthologies, I seem & &
hold the record, with IR¢.
August Dorleth an d ﬂ;



Bleilor-Ditkyy team wore,
as o £ May 1, 19544 $ied
as riumers-up, with 9 each
In
Rield,
hag done 6 others dealing
with horror and the supers
nmotural, for a total of
15, (As 2 matber of GOm
petitive fact, I've also
Gome 3 other anthologies

dutside the science~fic™

$ion field -~ one a collam~
boration with Burton Rag—
g0e¢ =- Dplus one on which
1y wife and I worked toge~
ther, for a total of 164
However, Derleth has also
written over 20 books on
his owm, as well as com~
Piled mumerous collections
0 the works of individual
authors, which puts h i m
Woy ahead of mes)

There is only one lady
ginthologist == Judith Iler
¥le She has done three
%0 far, and there are ru-
moxs of a fourth for the
near future, Donald Woll~
heim has done six, either
wnder his ovn name Or an~
onomouslys Martin Groen-
berg i s responsible fon
five thus far, and Freder
Ick Pohl for fours Anm
thony Boucher and J, Frane
¢is MoComas have published)
three annual collections

from their lMagazine 0 f

“pertinent fact about
these 30 anthologistsis
that all bPut

t h e science~fictionjeight of them are known to
although Derleth!w » 1't e science~fiction

(some, i t is true, have
had only one or two stors
jes to their credit), and
o £ these eight, six are
either science -~ fiction
magozine editors or scie
encomfiction book publishm
ors @ r members. of such
publishers' staffs, Even
I, viho neither write soi~
ence~fiction, edit a sci=
awce~fiction magazine, or
work for a publishing
house, do turn out a mon~
thly science~fiction re~
view ocolumn for Galaxye
An ingovm loty We anthom
logists, it would seem}

Another interesting
asvect of the science-~fice
tion anthology boom is the
nuber of publishers  who
have' issued. one or more of
themy Very few indeed are
tthat are known as specialm
%ty publishers, s mal 1
houseés that issue nothing
bu t science~fiction and
fantasy books, The record
in that field 4is held by
the five anthologies put
out by Gnome Press, all
edited by DMortin Greenw
berg, the publisher, the
three from Merlin Press),

Tontdsy and Science Fice| and one or two by Fantasy
fion. Seven editors have| Publishing Company, Ince,
o collections each t o|la n'd Shasta Publishers,
their credit, including| Ince Regular trade pub~

lorace Gold with two mon=
ster selections from his
nafazine, Golaxy, and two
hy John Carnell, of Lon-
don, England, with stories
meinly from his British
scionce~fiction magazine,
Hogw orlds,e Fifteen edi=
fors | have thus far done
but one anthology apieces

A

1lishers who have published
science =~ fiction antholo~=
gies include at least nine
o £ the largest houses in
the business -- Doubleday,
Rencom House, L i t t 1 e
Browrl, and Cp., Crown Pub-
lishois’y  Rinehart, Von
guard, Farrar, Diraus &
Young, Holt, and Wo r 1 d

Publishing C os  Smp¥igp
fiyms who have [¥blished
science~fiction number at
lesst 8 ix, including
Greenberg Publishers (no%
related to Martin Groen—
berg of Gnome Press), lb=
Bride, Frederick Fgll,
Twayne, the late Pello~
grini & Cudahy, and Frank~
1lin Watts,

The houses mentioned
abo ve all issue hardbound
books, Of the 80 collec~
tions on my list, nearly
20 have been put out as
paperback  originals by
eight publishers, include
ing Permabooks, Dell, Ban-
tam, Pocket Booksy Avoiy
Ballentine, Ace, and Lion
~— and more, 1 understand,
are entering the fields -

n summary, one might
I say that science~fic~

tion has not only bo=
come respectable i n %he
last few yearss 1 t must
also have become profit~
able, or so many of these
publishers would not have
gone in for it. In parti~
cular, the swift incroase
in the number of paperback
originals indicates a vely
rapidly growing mass iaX~—
ket that should make every
science-fiction enthusias®
feel very good indeeds 1t
is always better, as 1 sec
it, both for editors and
authorsy, £ o r a book %0
s e 1 1 200,000 to 500,000
copies at 25¢ end 35¢ than
it is for it to sell 3,000
or théreabouts at $3+00 %o
45,000 It ma k 6 8 mOXe
friends 2 n d influenoes
more peoplel

This is not the place
to indulge in a wider ana~
lysis of the whole science
fiction field —~ the 1 n~

(concluded on page27)




® BLIND OR NIGHTMARE ALLEY?

am Ilines 1is one of the science
Sfiction field’s ‘most popular

and able editorss Whether Sam
is busy at h i s editorial desk-
preparing t o introduce a bomb=
shell 1ike Farmer's "The Lovers"
in one of his magazines or being
bussed Hy a sweet young thing at
a world science ~ fiction conven-
tio, he has zest and interest-——
in his work that i s equalled by
few of hiis feollows, In the last
fow yearsy Sam has made of Thrille-

by Sam Mines

tories,

Vonder Stories

on the newsstands today.

headaches "around town
these days, The hope=
fuls who predicted a

‘Science~fiction boom

There 8 v e -a: lotof

hugh

for 1953 (and I was among
them) ‘were caught f£latm
footedy The %com simply

Aidn't materisliza, Sure,
there & r e mors science
Piction reacers ucday thaf
therc were a year agog
lIoybe twice as many, But
there are also four times
o5 many magezines, so it
decsntt take much involved
arbzwotls to figure oute
hoy that works outs

Actually, everyhody
Phonght +this was sciencs
iou!s year,  This was
, year when it 'broke

inznsr circle
gnd ,reached +the heart of
the jpublic, Now, a dis=~
cus4ion has been raging in
Pan icircles for 'years as
bo vhether a mass circulam

y#  the

tion is desirable, or whe—
ther s 6 1 e n ¢ e-fiction
should be written for %he
small, sclect group which
can completely understand
a n'd appreciate it ~~ t0
wity the fans. This is an
argument which has no at=~
tractign whatever for a
publisher. H e risks a
larse and expensive sete
up, for which he can get a
decent return instead of a
pilddling one if he can at=~
tract a larger circulas
tiong The same amount of
worl: and talent goes into
putting o u t a magazine
wihiich reaches a. hundred
thousand people as in mse
which reaches half g mil~-
liong So —— why not reach
half a million?®

If therefore, the beom

did .not materialize, the
only possible answer ean

be that science ~ fiction
did not, in the year 1953,

and Startling—
two of the top magrzines

succeed in breaking
through +to a larger audi~
ences,

hy?

in the face of

9
Wﬂd ~ wide publicity
about "flying saucers',

about slick-~type promotion
such es Collier’s staged
gbout the coming era of
space platforms, the boon
in science-fiction movies
(and there have been soile
good ones), the wrash 0f
science - fiction poclket~
books, the TV programs and
the vastly enlarged dis~
cussions of space travel?
AL ome time 1 £ you men=
ticned science~fiction o
the man in the street his
reaction would be, "Hoh?
Whazzat?"  Today he oS
what science = fiction is,
But he isn't breaking his
neck getting down o the
newsstand to buy the man
(concluded on page 27) °
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AP AN ACON FINUITY

by John Vietor Peterson

very well for himself i n the

following pa g e s¢ To those
old~tiners who read and enjoyed
his fiction in the late 'thirties
nothing more need b e saids To
newer readers 1 n the field, his
current work should more than es=~
tablish him as a writer who mer-
its serious attentions 4As Johne
nyts $itle implies, h e has been
awvay from u s a long time ~ and
Fantesy=~limes thinks it's good to

John Victor Peterson speaks

have him backs

e was young, blaclke
Hhaired', an obviously
ardent fan, H e ap=
proached me at the re~
sent Fanvet Convention |,
warming my heart with his
quickly =~ voiced appreci-~
stion of "Classified Ob=
ject" (Fantastic Unviver=—
g for July 1954)s He ' d
read my yarns in FU and
28 ourious as to vhether
I'¢ had anything published
oclsewheres
"I didn't have time thén
$o tell him the whole Stow
¥7s I had my eye fixed en
an editor I just had to
talk with %bvefore he made
z: imuinent departures

"Quite a few before the
wor'’y, I said and then had
to excuse myself.

I'm sure he wandered
what. had happebed in $he
yeors between,

Jim Taurasi has glven
me snace t o explaine I
hooe I h a v e samething
meaningful to say.

2

John Campbell "discov=-

ered" me when I was 20,
thon purchaséng “Martyrs
Don't Mind Dying" (4 S F,

3/58), followed by "RA For
The Rajah" (4 S F, 5/38)s
Leo Hargulies took " The
Reimmath R i d e r (ZTWS,

6/38)s There were oOther
gales to ASF, Comet, and

Uncanmy Tales,

Then came December 7,
1941 and the beckoning ar—
my, noting that I was a
Civil Aeronautics Admini-
gtration employee, put me
i1 tanks, I had a lot to
leairn,

Thenceforth my literary
offorts consisted wholly
of v ar poetry, chiefly
published in the lUediter—

ronean edition o £ Stars
And Stripes, Some Fans

must have read that "ime-
nmortal" verse — I know I
used to read the print off
5&Ss There wasn't much
else arounds Certainly

very little scionce = fic-

tione

Allen Ingvald Benson,
who'd collaborated with me
o n "Agmospherics" (oux
joint pemname was. Vietor
Valding) for ASF, 9/59,
sent me some ASF's ~~ but
some of you know the perm
centage figures o n mall
sent which was received)

Africas Normandyy
Germeny. Years of intecise
action and years of empbi~-
ness so £ a r as sclence

fiction was concernods

uring those long yoars
Doverseas I had plonned

t o accomplish pgweatb
things in science~{iction
when I returneds On teér=
minal leave, I pounded out
several yarns in a cabin
i n the mountains of Pew~
sylcania, They camo baclk
with those printed mejoc~
tion slips which "‘ju s ¢
don't tell you Whye

My wife and I returned
to New Yorke I went back

(conlcuded on page 28)




OIf S=F ANTHOLOGIES
{contimed from page 24)
orease i n the number of
qualify magezines on the
nariet (over B30 science
. Piction and fantasy mcuthe
liesy bi-monthlies, a n d
quarterlies wers being is=

* mued during part of 1953),

and in the number of sci~
gnco~fiction novels and
cae~guthor story eGollec=
bions in book form =~- that
would further indicate the
stu'rdy growth of the
genresy Suffice it to say
¥hat in 1950, when I first
began 1y review cglym for
Galaxy, I used t o cover
fron three to six titles a
nounthy mno more were being
Tublished at the time, In
the Soring of 1954 I uas
reviewing fromten to
fweitkyr books a month, gll
bit o1 e or two of them
dtraizhs science-fiction,
T others wWere boaks on
géience or techunology, or
some other subject of ine
tercst "taq science-fictioh
realers, And at preseat,
thore seems to We mo sign
ol the flood slackenings
I etn think of no peason
viy it sliould: the authors
g1n1d the audience are
thera, and publishers like
notiuing better then t 0
£i11 a need with thé ap~
proprlats merchandise,
This, then; is a
brief pieture of the as=
_bonishing de¥elopment of
0 n important adpect of

$he vhole science~fiction
~ fiold during t h e past
eicht yearss I  think it

Wil
why

arplain adaghabely=
Yhe present 10Ok,
Tgles O f DomorreW, wes
wolished, I wanted to do
ity you wanted to read it
(I 2woe)s and Permabools
was | very glad indeed to

publish its So == no more

introduction: o n to the
nain goursed
BRITISH NEWS

{concluded from page 17)
Peter Imailton editor of
Hobula, reports that issue
w9 will contain: a povel
by Ee Ce Tubb about +t h e
methods of an alien invad—
er of Barth, and the ine
capabilities of the Easte
Wost military to resist an
invader from Outsides a
novelette by American Don~
ald Locke gbout how human~
ity .1 s made concious of
outer space by s~fg but
"amable mentally to face
the deserted universe wh~
ich they fear t o finds
mentally creatédg a wilole
new corpanion race right
here on karth'", says Ham=
iltone And there will be
matorial by James White,
Dan lioigan; Bob Shaw, Lan
Viright, Vm, F, Temple, and
Robert Heinlein (one that
has never appeared in mag
form overhere),. Future
muibors o £ Nebula will-
contain another story by
Eq §s Tubb, in the "Dark
Solution'" and "Dea Party"
styles

idebula, s &y s Peter
Hgnilton further, does not
pay fixed author~-fees now,
'there being only an es—~
tablished minimum r a t e
given to new authors'", He
addsy that he has paid on
occasions more than any
other British editor,

As regards the expect=—
ed new magazine, American
Scicnce Hictions I have

L e en promised definite
news in the near futures
lcbula #8 contains}
UBloze O £ Glory" (Es Re
James ), "Fly Away Peter"
(Tr2c Framz Russell), "Epw

isode" (E«C.Tubbly "yagthie
e r Station" (Syduey Js
Bounds ), "Wind Along Theé
Waste" (Kenneth Pottorl,
and departments. Cover Wy
llcIntyre, and interiors Iy
Hunter, Clothier, Wilsex,
and Turnerse : :
In his editorial, Pot-
ter Hamilton points out th~
at this issue is an expor=—

iment, containing Ilonger
stories than usual, by
readers' requestss After

testing reader reastion,
i n the next issue thore
will b e & return to the
usuval set-up of a larger
collection of varied she
orts, until preference has
been gaugeds E. Re Jonmos
has not appeared in Hebuli
since issue #ls Se¢ Js
Bounds h a s a hardéovei~

novel appearing sobns Ken

i Potter is a newcomer,

' the field,

Authors are invited bo
write a story akround the

| scene depicted on the oov=

er of Nehula #8, 183 to
be of any length, and fhe

author of the best stoxy

' receiving a cash prizggall

others accepted béing pald
at vsual ratesg

BLIND OR NIGHTHMARE ALLTILY
(coneluded from page 25)
zines,

So science~fiction is
still being written just
for the inner circle? It's
worse than that- I f.v @
just completed a surrgy OF
| most of the magaxiass in
T don't usuale~
| 1y do this, having Little
time to read the competi=-
tione But I did ¢t deli~
beratelye A n d I think
that science~fiction Wi~
ters today arcn't’ even

writing for the fansS, Thw
i are writing for each otir~
| ore And any art form IS
b



doomed when its peacti-
tioners create for each
other “rather than for the

PRHOPLTe
The magazine science
fictlion story today h a s
brolzgd down theo rigid
fbece Space-opera on a
Juvenile level 1 s still
belngs »ublisheds Thoe
ighly technical story is
being published,

still
Aud o newg arty, precious,
twvonto-garde type of story
1 being industriously
Puchied by those who want
t 0 sce science - fiction
olevated to "literature',

I' 11 buy an avante=~
frrdd story myself now and
thone - But Iwon't fill a
norezine with them, any
more than I'll £fill a mag-
azine with space~opera or
bluenrints,

The important thing
here is that each of these
t7es of story have failed
to rebch t h e public at
lorpe, Science ~ fiction
written itself into a
allgy, If we want

A
O

it t9 55 anywhere, we've
got %o bresk out of that

ol de sac and get an enm
{iro new crientatiuin, The
writor who comes ub with a
nerr approash now will be
the Ray Bradbury o £ +he
fatiuces
W= his is sericus, We get
¥ for review, in our ofe=
fice, all the new books

akly find most
8% tliem wnreadable, Some
6 £ %the biggest names in

the ficld are turaing out
neiThousy word¥, dnll drie-
vele It is difficult to
read and whsn you do make
t L of offort of plowing
tavoudn- 1 t you find 1t
anby .

/e have discussed this
with Jeople =~ not ‘science

fiction fans, but people
oL peneral tastes and ine
telligence, They have in=
dicated that they would
read moxe scicnce~fiction
if its index of credibili=-
ty were higher, Translate
ed fnto more immediate
temas that means we mmab
got science~fiction a 1lit=
tle closer to what might
actually he accomplished
torier:'oww so that it can be
more casily believed, in~
stead o f stretching its
fantastic elements to the
breoalting pointa

This, of course, is not
the only wayy mor i s it
tho whole story, Thero is
roorn for the highly fan—
tastic story, t h e kind
which gives your imagina~—
tion a real work-outs But
there” i 8 mced for tho
othors There is a crying
necd for stories contain~-
g people in vwhom you can
belicve & n d with whose
triwaphs and failures you
can exult or suffere There
is a need, in short, for
scicnce ~ fiction to shack
some of its artificiality
¢ become morc humana

GAP IN CONTINUITY
(concluded from page 26)
to work for the Cohehs It
toock & 1long time to find
an ahartment and get set-

tlcde

I wrote nothing for a
long.time but intermit-~
tontly studied the mar=

ketse A 1light begen to
daxme I tried a couple of
shorts which came back
with letters of construd~

tive criticism, I felt
that I was getting closeo’

I virote a short novels
Joim . Campbell called me in
for a general discussion
aiter he read it but sug=

gested I t ry somethlng
else for him, indicating
that he felt I'd be able
t 0 sell the novel clso=
where without changes I %
went to Gal o Sam Illpx—~
win rejected it, also, bub
suggested I send it to
John Campbell, indicating
that he felt it was a'nat=
ural for ASF{ Circlel But
what a wonderful circle} I
was almost in, S

And then, suddenly, I

was in} ;
Leo urgulies has very
kindly included short

stories of mine in three
out of the last four 18~
sues of Fantgstic U n i~
yerse, Harry Harrison hos
taken a short for a future
issue of Science Fictign
Adventures, I still have
hopes for the short novel
which, repolishcd a Dit,
is now again under consid~
cration,

I feel that a 't long
last I've bridged tha t
long gap in Fime., T

I think I xnow vhy If
took se long that 1%
is somuthing the Fanysty
could cerrget today i £
they had that ¢ld Tims lia~
chine that could go back
to the World War II yoaity

We all Xknow now Low
different science-fiction
yarns of teday aro
those of preo-war years, VY
rocognize the fact ot
the change %ook placsn @
ing the war as scicntific
developments revolutionlz-
od warfare, =as tho world
grewv  suddenly atom - 0O~
cious, as true intercst iu
scicnce replaced escapisil,
as pseudo-science for ihe
groater part fell by tho
waysidee

During those years 1'd
been out of touche There

- ]
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E
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had'been a-gap in continu-
t”.
hore's where I'd been
T ~ Bomewhere in tempo=
rery and temporal’ sci-
ence~"iction oblivion,
T Taenks to the Fanvets,
¥e boys overseas who are
feas or fan-authors cannow
kecp'uwp with current ise
gucs I hope they come
baciz and send the seience
Piction field farther on
ifs wpward course to the
t0» ronizs of literatures I
ho»e they make it the most

nowlar field of literas
Yurey it'll take a streng

weve of popular opinion to
{nduce Congress to appro~
priate ehough billions to
lond some of us or some OF
oy children on the Moons

" And I hope that those
who can go can be regulaxs
Lr sgupplied with current
lssues of the science~fice
tion mogazinest It might
hél» the expeditions' hism
toriang from being corny
gid. olde-hath

PAITASY FORECASTS

_C-a 2ing Up Next In The Pros
Pogotasy & Science Fiction

Coming in the October 1954
7 -1\40. 4) issue of
7 & Science Fictions
Da iahter”  (short’
by Ward loore,
Angry Peter Brindle"
, fy John dovotny, "Robot
Loely! (verse) by Leonard
WVols, ."The Man With The
osa" by Rhoda Broughton,
A 4. Last I've Found You"
b y . Bvelyn E, Smith; "The
Slot Season' by Robert
Sl:;;_,_;ey”' "The Foundation
0f Science Fiction Succesdt
(verse) by Isaac Asimov,

0 S

"iusic Of The Sphere" (she
ort novelet) by William
Ilorrison, '"Misadventure"
b y Lord Dunsany, "Recoms
mended Reading" (a depart—
meat) by the editor, "Peg!
By igel Kneale, "The.Girl
In The Flaxen Convertible!
by Vill Stanton, '"mers Is
Ours" by Alfred Coppel,
"Rules For 4 n Invasioen”
(verse) by Leonard Wolf,
"Proshecy Of Monsters' by
Cloxlc Ashton Smith, an d
"Letters From Luna" by
Iildred Clingerman,

The Hew York office of
Pontosy & Scionce Fiction
1A 1IOVED U) 471 Park Ave.

Hewr York 82, NYo

Are you a collector of
British science-~fiction
moazines? If you colee
lect either the American
reprints, or the British
nomc product, the simpl=

est way to do so is to
ohtain them from Fantasy

Dimeg! British agent,
IIICROSS BOOK SERVICEe

Ve have been buying from
IIILCROSS since 1946, and
have kept our British
collection complete by
subscribing to their ex—
cellent services, A1 s ©
obtainable from them are
back issues of British
and Amcrican magezinesy
Iard cover and  pocket
boclks published in Eng-
lande, W e find them a
deendable service that
keéeps our collection up
to date without an ounce
of worry on our parte
Yrite t o them and
will give you full
details o n their many
services. ~Bgurasise
IDICROSS BOOK SERVICE,
(De>tFT) 68 Victoria St

ther

LIVRPOOL 1 DI(}IuU |

SCIENCE FICTION POCKET |
BOOKS

All Stories NEW,
No Reprints

The foremost publishers
o £ science~fiction in
GREAT BRITAIN are pleag-
ed to annouhce that th~
eir latest titles axe
available for the hoao
and foreign market under
the following well~knom
series:

SHORT STORIES:
FUTURla’I“C SCIiENCE STOR~
IES 3sr005N0, 11 oO1RrdSs
WORLDS OF FANTASY, #9 on
W/ONDERS OF THE SPACEI: WAYS,
T R [ TR Oan-al'uS
TALES OF TOMORR(W:#8 0

Mall length stories by
the well-known authorss:

These books all sell af
1/6d each or 25¢ in tha
USA POST FREE. Trads iu=
quires & private indi~
viduals are invited %0
send for any books e
quired enclosing paymand
with order, Subscripbicn
rates are?-

6 DBOOKS $1:50

12 BOES $3-.00

72 BOCKS $18,00
(mailed as published)

Send tos~-
John Spencer & Coe
24 Shepherds Bush Road
London, We6, England

(recommended by
Fontasy-Times)

By
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200th Ig8U0R

FANTASY~-TINES
{FontasyComics & S. F, NHewssodpe)
"The World Of Tomorraw Todsyd! .

Pounded 1941
Bipblished semi-monthly by FAIDOII HOUSE,
Ratess 10¢ a copy, 12 issues foxr §1,00,
Ady e*ta.ugnents. Himeogreahod, 35400 a
page, w3 a half-pages Photo—ofiset,
1500 a page (photos and snecisl re-
dctions extra), James V, Taurasi |,
157=05 32nd Avenue, Flushing 54, New
Yo#fizy  All lioney~orders, chedls, etc,
»;Lculu be made out to James V, Taurasi,

British Rates: 9d, por co;:v', 1530ds per
yeory from MILCROSS BOOK SIR \qu.L., 68
Victoria Street, LIVERPOOL 1, HGLAITD,

Australian Rates: One Shilling ner copy
Ten Sniillings for 12 issuesgy and 1 1b,
for 24 issues, from Roger Dard, 232
Janes Streety, Perth, Western Australia,

Janes Ve TaurasiySr., & Rey Voh louten,

Editors and Publishersd,
Williem Blackbeard, 4ssistant Iditor
for the 200th issue,

CORRTSPONDENTS : Arthur Jean Cox,Forrest
U Aciorman, Thomas Se Gardner, Iichael
Coxner, dJackeb BJ.eymehl, Stephen J.
Beimed, Donald E. Ford, Vol liolesworthy

‘Roger Dardy Jean Carrol and Frank Re

Pristo, Jre
(This issue: 25¢ to nonscubscribers)
Cover by Frank R. Poul,

A FANDOM HOUSE PUBLICATION}
(Founded 1957)

_EQK u.’..L:.T: 3

Frank R. Paul

UR COVER on this 200th issue Of
O Pantasy-Times, is by the "Dean of
Science~Fiction Illustrators', the
famous Frank R, Pauls U re Pau;L
has been illustra..mg our favorite lit~
erature s inc e before World War Ls
Prom 1926 (with the first issue of Amar
zing Stories) until mid 1936 (with #ho
last issue of Gernsback's Wonder Stom—

ies), he had done every cover for every

issue of ~Gernsbhack's science ~ fiction
magaziness Plus, of course inside i1~
lustrations and covers and interiors
f o r other Germsback magazines, plusd
some of the other s~f magezines then
being published, For two years no s—%
magazine was illustrated by Frank Re
Paula But in 1958, with the first is~
Pdul retumeu to s~f, " From 1938 unt:.l
the early 40s when h e went into war
work he could be found in most of the
s~f magazines then published; Marvel,
Thrilling Vouders, Startling, Flenef,
Famous, Fantastic Mysteriesy Fa1tast1c

COIPLETE set of Fate iagazine

ot Vol, 1 = No, 1 thru 50, Price
815,00, °~ Shipped cash prepaid ox COD,
Thomes Se Gardner;, 1556 Jacksdn Aves,
= Rutherforde Now Jersey,

e

Novel e, Super Scidnce Stori es,Astonis he
g Storissg Cs o Pature, Amazinge and
Fantaot stic _f.gg_f;;tum During this tima
also & i d the covew and a~f comic
rips for Gernshack's three issues of
Superworld Comics, After the war, he
hes done work ik for Super Sc:.encc.. Famoug
Fantastic, Fantastic . Noveis, Tazvo. il
Gernsback's short lived Sclencer Fictlon
Plug, All this time, some 35 years ¢I
g~f illustrating, he has done it only
as a side line, His main line is il=
lustrating text books, Today he dooas

very little s~f illustratings But he .

his drawings s-f o r not, he hasg
mastered the Aastmosphere that just L,
science~fictione
day artist may draw a pretty girl bett~
er than Paul, none have been able %P
portray i m black & white or in coloxr
that certain something that 1 s pure
science~fiction,

This special 200th issue of F'g—
tasy-Times would not be camplete with=~

out the cover by the "God~Father oF
Science-Fiction" ~~ Frank R. Paul,

While some present °

—







WANT D o o o BY FANTASY~PINES
(411 items must be in mint or near-mint condition)

WEIRD TAIES, most issues before 1928, also July, 1937 issue.
seeoTHRILL BOCK, all isSucSeeeesSTRANGE TALES, most issueSe.
«sal TRACIE SCIENCE AND FANTAYY STORIES, both issueSesss HOR=
ROR, TERROR, BIME MYSTERY, SINSTER, all "spicy" iSSueSeeesss
JIMZING STQRIES ANNUALesossoThe 2ll Science-Fiction Issue Of
Gernsback's SCIENCE AND INVENTT Hseseos«ASTOUNDING STORIES &
S~I', all issues before 1947, and July, 1953 1SSUCesesesseDOC
2 Vole 1, NoSe 2 & BeesseTHE SPIDER, all iS5UESesseesne
G~ /I'D HIS BATTLE ACES, 2ll i55ueS....SECRET AGENT nxv, all
155ueSee e WU FANG, THI SCORPIGT, DOCTOR DuATH, and other
short~lived "dime novels" of the '30s and 40s: name all and
21y you havesssssCAP FURY or Tili SKIPPER, all issueSese..THE
WHISFPERER, @ll 1S5u€SeesseeTHD WIZARD, 81l i55U€SeesssBETE
PICE, 2ll 1sSueS.....¢SPICY MYSTERY, DETECTIVE, ADVEIUTURE,
2ll issues Defore 1942¢.s44e¢SFICY VESTERN, all issues with
stories by E. Hoffman PricessssseAllY MUNSLY NAGAZINE with-
stories by Cornell Wollrich, Lester Dent, Robert @, Howard,
Qr ony IUNSEY DETECTIVE IIAGAZINSS with stories about the
Pary Avenue Hunt Clube...s3LACK MASK, all issues before 1939
eseseStreet & Smith's CRIME BUSTIRS, later IYSTEY MAGAZINE,
all 155UeSesssssSTRANGE STORIES, Vols 1oy NOe liesssgny and
all science~fiction FAN MAGAZINES of special interest (give
us your listsi), especially FRANCIS TOVVER LANEY'S AUTOBIOG-
RATHY and the issue of FANTASY COMENTATOR featuring David-
H, Feller's "Shadow Over Loverafte.....any MOVIE MAGAZINE ar
other periodicals containing pictures, articles, o r movie
caacerning W, C. Fielas, Lourcl and Hardy, Wheeler snd Wool-
5C7, Or Jack Hulbertesesess 2IGHT!S SHAKESPRARE LIBRARY Edi-
tion of A Midswmmer Night's Dream, illos by Virgil Finlays.

BIG LITTLE BOOKS, especially lliickey Mouse, Dick Tracy, Lit-
tle Orphan Annie, Flash Gordon, Tarzen (send your lists),
25¢ LARGE, SQUARE CARDBORAD-COVERED COMIC BOOKS OF THE '20s
D *30s, four black and white panels, i. e., a single daly
reprint strip, to a page, publishers usually Cupples & Leon
or Dovid McKay, all titles wanted, especially Mickey llouse,
Bringing Up Father, Mutt and Jeff, Little Orphan Amie,
Smitty, etc., also hard~covered editions of these titles,
nost of which bound together three of the 25¢ cardboard-
covered issues...,DELL PUBLISHING COMPANY AND OTHFR PUBLISH~
IRS? LARGE-SIZE COMIC MAGAZIITSS CIRCA 1937-1942, ALL BLACK
AIlD VHITE INTEZRIORS, botween nine to twelve panels to a
page, especially need Thimble Theatre (Popeye), Dick Tracy,
Lo Illlins, Blondie.....«FAIO0US FUNNIES, all issues before
1939 ese0sTIP TOP COICS, all iscues before 1941,.,..ANY AND
ALL REPRINTS COMIC BOOKS OR PERIODICALS FEATURING the Thimb-
le Theatre (Popeye) comic strip by E. C. Segar (not the re-

cent Dell books by Bud Sagendorf o r strip reprints by B. £

Zaboly), Mickey Mouse, Polly and Her Pals, Krazy Kat, or
Hairsbreadth Harrye....INDIVIDUAL DAILY O R SUNDAY COMIC
SIRIES OR COMIC SECTIONS OR FUNS OF ANY OF THESE, especially
Thimble Theatre (Popeye), Sapno, Mickey Mouse, Krazy Kat,
Polly and Her Pals, Hairsbreafith Harry, Dick Tracy, oon
Ikdlins, The Gumps, etc., otce (send your lists of anything
you have of this kind,)

No browned or yellored edges or light=
faded covers, please; if these charac-
terize an item you have, please specify.

HNATE YOUR OWN PRICES; ANY REASONABLE REQUEST WILL BE MET
FANTASY~-TIMES (Depte BB)

137=05 32nd. Avenue
Flushing 54, New York

: 76%4 Fantasy- Times

“THE WORLD OF TOMORROW TODAY’
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