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B The meeting at MLA this year
will be on December 29. Its pro-
gram number is 553, and it is sched-
uled from 7:15 to 8:30 p.M. in the
Gibson Room of the Hilton. It will
be a dialogue with Donald A. Woll-
heim of DAW books. I do not know
the size of the room, but I suggest
that for places you write to me
either here at Wooster or at the Hil-
ton. We will have to do some plan-
ning for future meetings.

Those of you who attended the
SFRA meeting in Denver or have
seen the Newsletter know that Sam
Moskowitz received the Pilgrim
Award this year. Finally. Of those
who have received the Award none
more richly deserves it, for Sam was
teaching and writing about science
fiction perhaps even before the
MLA began its early seminar. One
of my most pleasant memories is of
my association with him as early as
1950-51 when he came to meetings
of the Philadelphia Science Fiction
Society. I am sure that no one

knows the field more thoroughly
than Sam, and [ think I first sug-
gested that he was a Pilgrim about
1971 or 1972. Certainly Science
Fiction by Gaslight and Under the
Moons of Mars mark high points in
his career. Of equal importance,
however, are the two volumes pub-
lished by Donald M. Grant in 1980,
Science Fiction in Old San Fran-
cisco: History of the Movement
From 1854 to 1890 and the accom-
panying anthology of stories by
Robert Duncan Milne.

I much regret having missed the
meeting, and I look forward to
seeing Sam in November when I am
on the east coast. So, belatedly—
but certainly unintentionally—may
I add my congratulations and best
wishes. The best book will be his
autobiography, if he ever takes time
to write it.

I'm sure that some of you, like
me, are so addicted to ERB that you
went to the most recent Tarzan film.
I believe that I have seen most
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of them, beginning with Johnny
Weissmuller and Maureen O’Sulli-
van. But I must admit that I never
thought that I would see the story
reduced to the level of an inferior
Harlequin romance. Did you catch
the line, “If only the girls at school
could see me now,” to say nothing
of “I’ve never touched a man be-
fore” as Jane mauled him while he
was lying unconscious on the sand?
And I'm glad that all that white
paint had an obvious function in
pointing up the final action of the
film. Oh well, much of the photo-
graphy was excellent, and in that
it well captured Sri Lanka, it
reminded me of Arthur C. Clarke.

To be fashionable/ “relevant” in
1981, one can certainly argue that
the story is basically Jane’s, but to
reduce her to a heavy-breathing,
junior-high-school-type pre-adoles-
cent does seem absurd on a number
of counts. Ironically, perhaps, this
treatment does parallel a major
theme which Burroughs developed
through subsequent novels: the re-
jection of Western, industrialized
civilization and its effete personali-
ties in favor of a magnificent (if only
imagined) barbarism and—from
this approach—its strong mascu-
line figure. This primitivism rebels
against the codification of manners
in Anglo-American society. Never-
theless, let’s hope that no movie
maker discovers Thuvia, Maid of
Mars.

I learned during the summer that
Gregory Benford’s Timescape won
the John W. Campbell Award as
well as the Nebula. (Gene Wolfe’s
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The Shadow of the Torturer fin-
ished third, and is, as I recall, one of
the novels nominated for the World
Fantasy Award.) I was most inter-
ested in Douglas Barbour’s remarks
about Timescape published in the
Toronto newspaper the weekend
of August 23-24: “Unlike much that
is called science fiction, Gregory
Benford’s Timescape is truly about
the life of science as it is lived by
scientists. As Brian Aldiss says, ‘not
since C. P. Snow’s The New Men,
many years ago, have we been
treated to such a truthful account of
scientists at work.”” This is an
intriguing judgment, and it brings
to mind a number of debates that
the original Campbell committee
had when Leon Stover was secre-
tary in the early 1970s. Indeed,
among others, the debate involved
both Jim Gunn’s The Listeners and
Robert Silverberg’s Dying Inside.
This is not the place to go into
another matter of definition, but for
some strange reason I have never
considered “the life of science as it is
lived by scientists” science fiction.
I suppose the issue turns upon
whether or not C. P. Snow’s novels
—and Sinclair Lewis’s Arrowsmith
—are science fiction. I remind you
that long ago in Extrapolation
several articles explored the differ-
ence between science fiction and
science in fiction.
Perhaps that debate needs to
be taken up again, especially when I
read in the first issue of Intertwine:
A Journal of Science Fiction Criti-
cism (June 1981) that at Norwescon
(continued on page 378)



Comics as Literature: Plot Structure,
Foreshadowing, and Irony in the
Marvel Comics’ Avengers

“Cosmic Epic”

DONALD PALUMBO

B The publications of the Marvel Comics Group warrant serious
consideration as a legitimate narrative enterprise that is frequently both
literate and technically and philosophically sophisticated. Marvel’s output
now consists almost exclusively of illustrated science fiction / fantasy nar-
ratives that can be analyzed as such. And, as in science fiction generally,
frequently the most elaborate and interesting element in Marvel Comics
stories—which sometimes develop over the space of a dozen or more issues
and are often surprisingly complex—is plot. A particularly daring and
artistically structured plot—which concerns time travel, teleportation,
telepathy, transfiguration, extraterrestrial heroes and villains, and the
threat of cosmic warfare—occurs in a relatively recent, ten-issue Avengers
story-line, which its creators (chief among whom is Jim Shooter) refer to as
their “Cosmic Epic.” Within the confines of the story’s beautifully orches-
trated, skillfully balanced plot structure, one brief but dynamic scene in the
second episode foreshadows both the two classic plot twists in the ninth
and tenth episode climaxes and all three elements of the tenth episode
resolution. Moreover, the story also contains numerous crucial ironies as
well as resonant subplots, impressively articulated character development,
and an intriguing use of metaphor, allusion, and graphic symbolism.
As Thor, Norse God of Thunder and sometimes Avenger, puzzles over
the idea that “some mysterious force” may have thrice transported him
through space and time so that he could offer needed aid to the other
Avengers in their difficult encounters with their three most recent foes, a
team of six superheroes from the thirty-first century, the Guardians of the
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Galaxy, appear in our present. Loosely allying themselves with the
Avengers, who have investigated their arrival, the Guardians explain that
their mission in our time is to protect the life of Vance Astro—a native of
the twentieth century and now a youth, who will endure a thousand years
of suspended animation finally to found and lead the Guardians ten
centuries hence. The Guardians fear that an enemy they and Thor had
defeated in their own era, Korvac, who is half man and half computer, has
escaped to our century with the intention of altering the circumstances of
his defeat by assassinating Astro before he can become an adult—thus
insuring his own uncontested mastery of the thirty-first century by pre-
venting the Guardians from ever having come into existence. The
Guardians plan to locate and capture Korvac before he can harm young
Astro, whom they intend also secretly to watch over. Meanwhile, in the
midst of a skirmish a few other Avengers have with an easily subdued
villain, and thus unnoticed, a silent, intense man enraptures with a glance
a beautiful young woman, Carina, and literally disappears with her.!
Unexpectedly, as Thor had in the recent past, yet another of the
Avengers also literally disappears. And concurrently, the most mysterious
of the Guardians, Starhawk—whose power is cosmic awareness (he is “one
who knows”) and who is a dual personality, sharing his spiritual and
physical existence with a woman, Aleta—perceives here in the twentieth
century an awesome menace that makes his “original urgent mission in this
backward time [the search for Korvac] seem almost insignificant now.”
Starhawk / Aleta confronts this menace—the silent man whose look had
seduced Carina, who calls himself “Michael,” and who introduces himself
as “the hope of the universe”—in a quiet suburban home. There Michael
transforms himself into “the gleaming, god-like presence of the Enemy”
and thoroughly defeats Starhawk before the Guardian can even warn
anyone of his existence. During their battle Starhawk notes, “Your
strength is divided, evil one—for you must shield your woman [Carina]
from the flailing psychic savagery of our conflict!” But the Enemy reduces

Starhawk to dust, boasting: “Even divided my power is supreme. . . . You
are two who are one, and in this you find strength. . . . At the core of your
being I will strike down your love, your life . . . your strength! . . . I
never feared your power—but in the oneness of your love . . . in the

union of your souls lay strength to shake the heavens.” Then, to forestall
any repercussions and thus to insure his existence will yet remain a secret,
the Enemy reconstructs Starhawk, as he tells him, “molecule by
molecule . . . exactly as you were—but henceforth, you will not
remember this incident, nor the fact of my existence . . . and neveragain
shall your senses perceive me! Go now—aid your friends in their petty
‘mission’ in this era—reassure them that it is imperative.”?

In this and subsequent issues Starhawk does mislead the other
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Guardians into continuing the apparent red herring of their vigil over
young Astro (assuring them that in this way they will encounter Korvac).
Avengers continue to disappear and Ms. Marvel—sensing that they are
“headed into great danger”—offers to assist the remaining Avengers, who
are trying to discover what has become of their vanished comrades. As the
story continues, it becomes obvious that Carina too, like the Enemy
Michael, now her lover, is more than what she had seemed. While the
Enemy (who has all this time been subtly altering “the fabric of the cosmos”
to prepare it for his “proprietorship”) assures himself that his existence is
still unsuspected by the great entities of the universe, Carina begins to
establish mental contact with some distant being . . . but stops, pre-
vented by her growing love for Michael from betraying him. Meanwhile,
all but four of the remaining Avengers disappear. Those who are left
succeed in tracing their missing partners, however, and follow the trailtoa
transdimensional space station maintained by a being called the Collector,
who welcomes them with the words, “You, my hapless friends, have just
completed my collection!”

But these last Avengers manage to defeat the Collector and free their
captured comrades. The Collector, who notes, “I sense that my hour is at
hand,” then explains that he is one of the Elders of the universe, is cursed
with the gift of prophecy, and had long foreseen that a dangerous power
threatening universal destruction would eventually arise. He had for eons
been collecting a sampling of the creatures of the universe to preserve them
when, while kidnapping the Avengers as his last acquisitions, he finally
“chose to interfere.” Meanwhile, Carina confesses to the Enemy, who had
sensed her attempted treachery but found in her heart only love, that she
had taken human shape “in the image of his desire” to spy on him for her
father—who had feared that, in his rash attempt to achieve universal
sovereignty, the Enemy could cause a war between himself and the great
powers of the cosmos that would obliterate all reality. Carina finally
admits that her father is the Collector, just as the Collector acknowledges
to the Avengers that he had commissioned his daughter to learn the
Enemy’s exact plans and to find in him some weakness. As Carina tearfully
watches, the Enemy acts on her confession and disintegrates from afar
her father—just as he is about to reveal to the Avengers the Enemy’s true
identity, by which, the Collector claims, he is already known to them.4

Through an investigation of what remains of the space station, the
Avengers discover that the Collector had also been the “mysterious force”
that had earlier transported Thor through time and space, so that Thor
could assist in battles and thus help assure that the “complete set” would be
intact for the Collector’s acquisition. The Avengers then return to Earth
and begin to seek out the Enemy. Meanwhile, in an attempt to create
between them a bond of oneness like that he had witnessed, destroyed, and
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recreated in defeating Starhawk / Aleta, the Enemy merges his being with
Carina’s during coitus. Carina’s history is revealed to the Enemy, and his to
her, in the elaborate, dual flashback that ensues. The Enemy experiences
Carina’s memory of having been sent to spy on him and of the resulting
“emotions she never sought . . . emotions that caused her to waver when
she should have betrayed her lover . . . and eventually caused her to
betray her own father instead.” Simultaneously, Carina discovers that
Michael, the Enemy, had begun life as Korvac, a human who “had been
turned into a living computer.” She learns that on escaping to the twentieth
century after his defeat at the hands of the Guardians, he had stumbled
upon the star-sized command base of the supremely powerful being, Galac-
tus. Seeking some means of revenge, Korvac, the machine-man, had
plugged himself into Galactus’ mammoth computers “only to find that
knowledge is, indeed, power—and that he had underestimated the impact
of absorbing knowledge as boundless as infinity! . . . He had begun to
change . . . until at last he was neither man nor machine, but had become
—a God!” He gave himself human form again and concluded, his evil
having been obliterated with the influx of knowledge and reversion to
manhood: “As a new-made god, his position was unique. As long as he
concealed his presence from other near omnipotent beings he would be
free to make subtle alterations in the fabric of reality, eventually taking
control—and correcting the chaos, healing the injustice.” After this
merging, the Enemy informs Carina that, in seeking him, the Avengers
have sought the help of Starhawk, “unaware that his senses can no longer
perceive me! If they listen to him, they’ll never find me!™

Ironically, the unknowingly reconstructed Starhawk asserts, when the
Avengers tell him of the Enemy, “I still believe the true enemy is Korvac.”
But he reluctantly agrees to help with the search. Later, however, the
Avengers are surprised that Starhawk has found “nothing,” while several
of them, each “with lesser psychic abilities, at least came up with bits and
pieces” of clues, which they feed into their computer hoping to isolate a
“common denominator.” But the Enemy again remembers his battle with
Starhawk and again assures Carina, “Starhawk can no longer, in any
manner, perceive me! And as long as the others listen to him, there should
be no danger.” However, the Avenger’s computers triangulate, without
Starhawk’s assistance, the point of origin of all the subtle cosmic distur-
bances the others had noticed; and, while dubious, the Avengers go with
Starhawk to the Enemy’s Forest Hills Gardens home to investigate. None
notice “the puzzlement in Starhawk’s eyes, however,” as the Enemy allows
them to search his house. As the Enemy has now completely camouflaged
his true nature, the results of the search are negative; and the Avengers, in
consternation, are about to depart when Starhawk screams out, “Enough!
I don’t know what your game is, but no one makes a fool of Starhawk! For
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minutes you've been talking, probing, pretending to receive responses! But
from whom? There’s nobody there!” And the Avengers realize that they
have found the one they seek—*“the only being powerful enough” to have so
fully deceived their most perceptive ally.6

Saddened, the Enemy laments, “I was going to be—your savior! . . .
But you, with your stubborn determination to ‘save’ what you don’t even
comprehend, have discovered me—a revelation that, I know, will not go
unnoticed! . . . As the Collector predicted, the other deities will soon rally
against me—and though I realize that I can no longer save the future—I
can save myself. So let the war begin here! Now! And know you, Avengers,
that you’ve brought this upon yourselves!” In the extremely one-sided
battle that follows this pronouncement, the Enemy, who remarks, “I do
this only for my beloved Carina’s sake,” kills nearly all the Avengers, the
Guardians, and their allies. But in the midst of the slaughter, a psychically
gifted “goddess” and erstwhile Avenger, Moondragon, “stands transfixed,
her eyes suddenly widening with horror” and cries, “I alone understand! 1
alone! Yet . . . there is nothing to be done! The hope is gone . . .
dead.”’

Relatively early in the melee, the Avengers hit on the tactic of fighting
the invincible Enemy through capturing Carina, noting that “she is
Michael’s weak point.” The Enemy is stunned that Carina makes no move
to protect herself from capture, although he has endowed her with godlike
powers in addition to those natural to her as an Elder. One of the Avengers
even muses, “Strange . . . she’s not even trying to break away! She seems
terrified—but not of me! It’s as if something inside was eating away at her!”
Outraged, the Enemy himself saves Carina from capture and explains to
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the falling Avengers as the battle rages: “Know this, as humble as you are, I
would rather enter into death myself than slay you—were it not for Carina
and what I have found with her! . . . How can I explainto you the essence
of happiness? The meaning of love on a cosmic scale? Of all of you, only
Starhawk could begin to understand—for it was from him and his beloved
Aleta that I learned about the oneness two can possess! It is for Carina—for
our love I fight! . . . Our love must go on at any cost!” At the conclusion of
the battle, however, a very few surviving Avengers rally and take the
Enemy offguard with a last, suicidal attack: “In his moment of trial and
pain, Michael casts his gaze towards Carina, his beloved. . . . Her father
sent her to Michael’s side, that she might betray him—but when the
moment came, she was torn, for she had grown to love Michael. And so,
she hesitated—and in that moment caused the end of her father’s life! Now
Michael reaches out to her . .. for love . . . for respite . . . for
strength to go on. And though she loves him beyond all earthly ken, the
panorama of bloodshed before her and the dark prospect of cosmic war
ahead have wrought turmoil in her soul. Sheistorn . . . and she hesitates
—and in that moment ends the life of her beloved,” the Enemy, who
realizes that the “oneness” he had thought he shared with her is an
illusion, that he has nothing after all that is worth preserving through the
vehicle of that cataclysmic war he had been prepared to wage only in the
name of their love.8

The last remaining Avengers decide, “It was not within our power to slay
such a being! . . . Yet, he abandoned life . . . as if he suddenly had lost
his reason to live!” They are about to guess that Carina is somehow respon-
sible for Michael’s suicide when she vehemently denies the as yet unspoken
accusation and begins to obliterate them—in her anguish, guilt, and fury—
with the same power the Enemy had wielded. When only Thor and
Moondragon remain, Carina too commits suicide; and as she falls she
reaches towards the Enemy but, in death, fails to touch his hand by only
inches—graphically symbolizing the failure of the “oneness” of their love
that alone had precipitated both their deaths. Finally, Moondragon
explains to a puzzled Thor: “She wished only to die! I observed all! In the
heat of battle I dared to walk the planes of Michael’s mind!. . . He was not
evil, Thor! He sought not to rule us . . . nor even to interfere with our
madness! He wished only to free us from the capricious whims of eternity!
. . . When Carina doubted him, and his heart was broken, he reached out
with his last strength to these who lay dying and restored them . . . even
those who had passed beyond what mortals believe to be death! There was
no longer need for us to die!” Then Moondragon commands both Thor and
the still unconscious but restored Avengers and Guardians to forget the
details of this tragic mistake and to remember only that they had gained a
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great triumph; and, the only one to know the burdensome truth, she
departs.®

Even this partial plot outline leaves some of the more subtle intricacies
of the plot’s structure and the use of foreshadowing and irony less than
obviously apparent. Actually, the three threads of the main plot—the
riddle of Thor’s previous appearances and the subsequent disappearances
of the other Avengers, the Guardians’search for Korvac, and the fact of the
Enemy’s existence and nature of his relationship to Carina—are all
introduced in episode one, which is merely an elaborate dramatic exposi-
tion. All three plot threads are finally woven together in episode eight—
when the Avengers discover that Thor too had previously been manipu-
lated by the Collector, when it is revealed to Carina that Korvac is the
Enemy, and when Starhawk is enlisted in the Avengers’ effort to track him
down. And while these plot threads are each developed further in episode
two—with the disappearance of the first Avenger and the Enemy’s crucial
battle with Starhawk—it is the Enemy / Starhawk conflict that completely
in itself prepares through foreshadowing for both major climaxes (the
Enemy’s detection and self-destruction) which occur in episodes nine and
ten, and for the startling, three-tiered denouement. Clearly, the seeds of his
own detection are ironically sown when the Enemy, to protect his
anonymity, reconstructs Starhawk with the alteration that Starhawk
cannot perceive him, a detail of which we are specifically reminded twice
more before the Enemy is identified precisely because Starhawk cannot
perceive him. While this classic plot twist, resulting in the first climax, is
especially satisfying due to its irony and artful simplicity, many of the
accumulating elements of foreshadowing that conspire to prepare for the
more problematical and even more ironic second climax are surprisingly
complex and subtle.

Basically, the Enemy again engineers his own downfallin trying to create
between himself and Carina, and in placing so much importance on, that
“oneness” he had “learned” from Starhawk / Aleta, only to discover that it
does not truly exist for him. During their battle, Starhawk had been
unknowingly prophetic in having told the Enemy that his “strength is
divided” by his concern for Carina (just as the Avengers had later been
ignorantly accurate in having guessed that “she is Michael’s weak point”).
And the Enemy had been similarly and ironically prophetic inacknowledg-
ing to Starhawk / Aleta that “in the oneness of yourlove . . . inthe union
of your souls lay strength to shake the heavens,” as it is actually the strength
of the mere idea of this oneness, not the strength of its reality, which he
successfully circumvents, that destroys him. The concept of Carina as
loving betrayer is first introduced at the moment we learn she is more than
what she seems, when she fails to contact her father after she has spied on
the Enemy; in fact, her ambivalence here is a double treachery, as she first
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betrays her lover in attempting to contact her father and then betrays her
father in not being able to follow through in her initial intention.

This ambivalence, hesitancy due to divided loyalties, is Carina’s fatal
flaw. It is her final hesitation to fight in Michael’s defense, because she
doubts that their love is worth the waging of a cosmic war, that reveals to
the Enemy that she is not truly at one with him. And just as the lacuna in
Starhawk’s perceptions is twice more alluded to after it is established, but
prior to its emergence as the crucial plot device, so too is Carina’s char-
acteristic of fatal hesitation due to ambivalence reinforced, echoed, and
then twice more specifically recalled before it too becomes the second
major catalyst in this cunningly engineered plot. She mutely observes the
Enemy destroy her father without warning him, a second hesitation that
connects the already revealed trait of ambivalence to the effect of fatality.
And the reader is twice reminded of both the first and second failures to
act—once during the Enemy’s and Carina’s merging and again (at the
moment of her fourth and final failure to act) during the remaining
Avengers’ last suicidal assault. The echo of Carina’s fatal flaw occurs
earlier in the battle when she does not defend herself from capture (her
third failure to act), which is also a hesitation due to ambivalence and
which immediately precedes and, in fact, prompts the Enemy’s explanation
that only the oneness of his love makes this and the prospect of future
carnage and death worthwhile.

Finally, all the aspects of the denouement—which, like the second
climax, is not the deus ex machina (excuse the pun) it at first appears to
be—are also foreshadowed in the initial Starhawk / Enemy encounter.
That the Enemy was not evil after all but was, indeed, “the hope of the
universe” is suggested when Michael first introduces himself as such to
Starhawk / Aleta as well as when he later repeatedly claims to want only
peace, when Carina discovers that his metamorphosis had transformed his
evil into an altruistic desire to heal the cosmos, and when he sadly
announces to the Avengers that he had meant to be their “savior.” (That
Moondragon had discovered this truth is foreshadowed in her then
unexplained tears and horror at the beginning of the battle.) That nearly all
the Avengers should be killed is foretold in Starhawk’s initial pulverization
as well as in Ms. Marvel’s precognition that they are “headed into great
danger . . . a grisly battle under death’s own shadow!” That the Avengers
and Guardians would be resurrected from death by the Enemy is prepared
for by the Enemy’s initial resurrection of Starhawk as well as by an earlier
statement that he “holds no enmity towards the Avengers, and it would be a
pity indeed to destroy them.”!® And the Enemy’s act of erasing any memory
of their encounter from Starhawk’s mind finds its concluding echo in
Moondragon’s erasing the memory of the circumstances behind their
“victory” from the minds of the Guardians and Avengers.
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Avengers, 177, 31. Copyright © 1978 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence Industries
Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

This simplified analysis shows that comics can be used to demonstrate
the concepts of plot structure, climax and resolution, and the distinction
between plot and story, as well as providing an example of the use of fore-
shadowing. These issues of The Avengers also use subplots to echo and
foreshadow elements of the main plot. In this story-line, as in Marvel
Comics in general, there are two types of subplots: those that take a great
deal of time to resolve and progress more slowly than the main plot, and
those that are wrapped up in one or two issues. While the former of these
is an artistic elaboration that primarily contributes to a title’s ongoing
continuity, the latter is a structural necessity if a main plot is going to
occupy ten issues or so before arriving at its climax, for some sort of climax
is necessary in almost every issue of a series title to sustain it month from
month. Many of those subplots that transcend the limits of this story
involve character development and conflicts. For example, since he had
recently rejoined the Avengers fifteen issues prior to the beginning of this
story-line, Wonder-Man, who had long since been slain and then
mysteriously raised from the dead by voodoo, has had a morbid fear of
dying again and has habitually doubted his courage in the face of danger.
Fear of death and cowardice plague him throughout this plot, and he only
finally resolves these fears, just to be killed and resurrected again, in acting
courageously during the final battle with the Enemy.!!

Throughout this story a conflict simmers between Iron Man, the present
Avengers’ chairperson, and Captain America, former chairperson, who
feels that Iron Man is careless, indecisive, and takes his responsibilities
too lightly. The ill will results early in the story in a violent confrontation
between the two, both of whom (like Wonder-Man) are oppressed by self-
doubt. Meanwhile, another conflict has long been brewing between
Quicksilver, a mutant member of the Avengers, and the Vision, an android
member who has married Quicksilver’s sister, the Scarlet Witch, another
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mutant. Quicksilver is prejudiced (somewhat ironically) against the Vision
because the latter is not human, a technicality that is a sore point with the
android. Finally, the Avengers run afoul of Peter Gyrich, agent of the
National Security Council in charge of Avengers’ special privileges; Gyrich
concludes that the Avengers are a security risk and hampers their activites
by rev oking their security clearances and other prerogatives. As one result
among others, the Avengers rather absurdly arrive at their suburban
confrontation with the Enemy via a commandeered MTA bus. All this
self-doubt, dissension, and harassment, of course, serves to establish the
tone of impending disaster that suffuses these episodes and that culminates
in the Avengers being the unwitting vehicles of their potential savior’s
death.12

Also in the midst of the Enemy story-line, one intermittently reappearing
plot (as well as two transitory subplots) is resolved and yet another main
plot is begun. For quite some time the Avengers have been trying to contain
the menace of Ultron, a renegade super-robot one of them had once con-
structed. (This time it is the Avengers who engineer their own difficulties.)
In one issue, Ultron summons to him his robot bride, Jocasta, who had
been inactive and in the possession of the Avengers, who follow her into an
ambush sprung in a Catholic convent. However, it is Ultron who is finally
demolished, in part by Jocasta’s divided loyalties and consequent betrayal.
Of course, this is but a prefiguration of the Enemy’s relationship with
Carina that has been worked into the subplot (just as Wonder-Man’s
pathological fear of death for twenty-five issues likewise foreshadows the
coming slaughter). After he has seemingly defeated the Avengers, Ultron is
told by Jocasta, “Though I desire with all my being to be one withyou . . .
I would first slay us both! Ilove you . . . and yet [ know what you are! |
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Avengers, 176, 22. Copyright © 1978 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence Industries
Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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must end your evil despite my desires!” In fact, the entire war Ultron wages
here with the Avengers is an early echo of the climatic Enemy/ Avengers
conflict, not only in that Ultron too is apparently invincible, even in the
face of a similar combined assault, and is only destroyed after his “bride”
betrays him, but also in that the Avengers must first find him before they
can fight him and that, in this battle too, Wonder-Man similarly (but
temporarily) manages to overcome his fear and to act. Finally, a future
story-line is foreshadowed by a brief vignette of a “silent old man who sits
. meticulously carving a wooden image . . . an old man whose hidden
eyes reflect the turbulence of gathering clouds—and give promise of a
tempest soon to erupt”—just as the three mysterious and unexplained
appearances of Thor that had preceded it had heralded the beginning of the
Enemy story-line.!3
Particularly striking is this brief vignette’s use of metaphor to announce
that its purpose is to foreshadow future difficulties for the Avengers. The
Enemy later employs another apt metaphor to good effect in explaining to
the Avengers one result of their having discovered him. He notes: “Eternity
himself, the cosmic entity whose body is the very universe, has now
detected me. Like a virus, to which a human body may eventually succumb,
I was a mote unknown to eternity to which he might fall. Now he will
resist.” Earlier in the story, Iron Man, who has a gift for metaphor, “speaks
words as cold and hard as the glittering armor he wears” in explaining that
the vanishing Avengers are “popping out like soap bubbles . . . disap-
pearing faster than snowballs on a Miami sidewalk.” And later, after the
Collector (whom he terms a “Galactic Noah”) has been disintegrated, Iron
Man notes that the Avengers are “fleas compared to a being—who can kill
a god!”!4
And there is at least one other revealing use of graphic symbolism in
these issues—aside from the dying Carina’s final failure to grasp the
already dead Michael’s outstretched hand. Psychologically, the seeds of
the means of Michael / Korvac/the Enemy’s self-destruction were sown
long before he had ever met Carina, decades before, when he had been
initially transformed into a machine-man, half human and half computer;
for it was his lower half that had been the computer consol, cruelly depriv-
ing Korvac of his sexuality—*“a circumstance that had twisted his mind,
and filled his heart with a lust for power.” Thus it was only to be expected
that, when he had willfully regained a human form after becoming a god as
a result of “plugging his tri-pronged electronic probe” into Galactus’ com-
puter output terminal, he would seek to take “as one of his comforts” a
woman, Carina, and would place such overwhelming and tragic impor-
tance on their love and its “oneness.” While the fact that Korvac absorbs his
godhood through his “tri-pronged electronic probe,” itself an obvious
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phallic substitute, probably could stand considerable looking into, it is
more to the point to note the thrusting phallic symbol that obtrudes from
Galactus’ space station in the panel that depicts Korvac attaining again a
human form. The huge metal phallus here boldly represents the human
genitalia that are coyly obscured by the vapors accompanying the trans-
formation—and subliminally suggest to the reader just what Korvac is
regaining in regaining his manhood. Significantly, this entire flashback
occurs during the occasion of Michael’s and Carina’s “merging totally for
the first time.”!5

Of course, it is ironic that Korvac’s triumph—in having attained at once
both his new, godlike powers and the humanity of which he had been
deprived—should thus be the circumstance that ultimately precipitates
his self-inflicted defeat; but this plot abounds with ironies both trivial and
pivotal. Numerous tangential, even playful ironies embellish the more
significant ones. For example, the first of the Avengers to disappear, an
unwilling refugee in our time from the nineteenth century, laments, “I don’t
have much choice but to stick arou—" at the instant he vanishes; and
through his encounter with the Collector he is finally and gratefully
returned to his own era. Similarly, the second Avenger to be snatched,
Quicksilver, is telling a wife (who worries that his remaining with her
“confines your spirit”) that “you know I would never le—” the moment he
too disappears.!6

And these episodes contain much comic relief that depends on ironic
Juxtaposition for its effect. Not only is it ironic that the mighty Avengers
must arrive at the Enemy’s stronghold via a hijacked city bus, but that
their most powerful foe, a threat to the continued existence of reality,
actually resides in the suburbs and sports a wardrobe that seems to consist
exclusively of tee-shirts and jogging shorts is also absurdly incongruous.
When the commuters are thrown off the bus, one threatens to complain to
Ann Landers; and on observing the Avengers’ arrival, the lawn-tending
suburbanites of Forest Hills Gardens fear that this portends imminent
property damage, just when the mortgage has almost been paid off—until
one of them hypothesizes that “they’re probably just here to open a
7-Eleven or something.” An even more gratuitous instance of comic relief
involves Mack and Meyer, two furniture movers who—a cross between
Laurel and Hardy, Norton and Cramden—deliver the crated and as yet
deactivated Jocasta to Avengers’ mansion. Mack fears the motionless
robot, while nonchalant Meyer—who is unimpressed because he “moved
Neil Sedaka’s pianer once, y’know,” feels that “yer Avengers are people just
da same as us, ‘cept for youse dat’s gods an’ androids an’ what have ya,”
and, moreover, figures that “[ya] seen one [tin lady], ya seen ‘em all”—
accuses him of being “scared of the stachoos in the park, too” and advises
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him to “stifle yerself an’ push.” Of course, their reactions are much more
identical when Jocasta awakens and bursts from her crate.!

The various subplots also contain their ironies; for instance, the incident
that first provokes Captain America’s feud with Iron Man: the Avengers
are summoned to rescue a space station that is threatened by the sudden
appearance in its orbit of the Guardians’ huge space-timecraft, but they
must wait on Earth until a tardy Iron Man arrives to lead them. Iron Man
is late, however, because he was already on board the space station in the
guise of his alter ego, Tony Stark, when the crisis materialized, and he can
thus offer no justification for his seeming dereliction of duty without
jeopardizing the secret of his civilian identity. That Wonder-Man should
finally resolve his fear of death only to be immediately slain once more and
again resurrected is also ironic. Other subsidiary ironies include the fact
that the Enemy, who gained his godhood from Galactus’ computers, is
finally located by the Avengers’ computers, and the fact that the
Guardians actually do save young Astro from death (being accidently
crushed by a runaway freight truck) during their misguided vigil to protect
him, although he never is threatened by Korvac.!®

It is an attendant irony that Starhawk should dissuade the Guardians
from searching for Korvac although he will later reluctantly be drawninto
the Avengers’ hunt for the Enemy, who is only the same old villain in a
different metamorphosis and whom Starhawk should have been seeking all
along. It is doubly ironic that the reconstructed Starhawk should later,
although he knows not the literal truth (nor the ultimate falsehood) of his
words, assert both that “the only enemy is Korvac” and that “the true
enemy is Korvac.” With similar irony both Starhawk and, much later, the
Avengers guess, in ignorance of the full truth of their surmise, that the
Enemy’s weakness is Carina.!®

And it is an ironic echo of his first having defeated Starhawk through
having crushed Aleta that the Enemy is defeated through Carina. It is a
further irony that Carina should only finally use her powers to avenge her
lover’s death, when it is too late, as the Enemy had abandoned life precisely
as a result of her having twice previously refrained from using them to save
either herself or him. And, in reference to havingearlier caused her father’s
death through her inaction, Carina tells the Enemy she would “do it
again,”? little guessing how ironically prophetic her words would be. Itisa
related irony that the Collector does not discover a weakness in the Enemy,
as he had hoped to do, by sending his daughter to spy on him—but had
instead inadvertently planted there the Enemy’s fatal weakness and his own
as well in the person of Carina. And in making the Avengers aware of the
Enemy’s existence through having bungled his attempt to acquire them, the
Collector very nearly precipitates the very “cosmic war” (which the Enemy
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is ironically prepared to wage in the name of “love”) that he so fears—and
from which he had been trying to preserve them in the first place.

Of course, the monumental plot irony here is that the Enemy, through
the initial victory of defeating Starhawk, only doubly ensures his own
downfall: once, as he is detected because Starhawk cannot perceive him, a
precaution he had taken specifically to avoid discovery, and again, as he
dies the victim of the failure of his tragically misconstrued love. However,
the overshadowing irony of this daring plot is that the Enemy is not a villain
at all—and in having set in motion and furthered the events that ultimately
result in his self-destruction, all the other characters unknowingly precipi-
tate the doom of their potential “savior.”
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Science Fiction:
The Urgency of Style

RICHARD LAW

B An extraordinary novel by one of today’s most distinguished writers
begins like this: “I’ll make my report asif I told a story, for I was taught asa
child on my homeworld that Truth is a matter of the Imagination. The
soundest fact may fail or prevail in the style of its telling.”! This initial
emphasis on the efficacy of style is certainly germane to The Left Hand of
Darkness since the novel addresses questions of human communication
and compatibility. Of course, every novel or story by Ursula Le Guin re-
confirms her dedication to style. And to be recognized as a master stylist in
science fiction is more noteworthy now, I believe, than twenty or thirty
years ago. This is by reason of the flourishing state of the art and the
number of science fiction writers today who are acutely sensitive to the
beauty of the word.

Obviously, writers have always been concerned with style, with how they
get their stories into words. So the ascendance of style today, the many
authors who are accomplished wordsmiths, does not mean that vintage
science fiction writers were indifferent to style. Nor does it mean that basic
elements of fiction, such as action, adventure, romance, or technological
concepts and devices no longer obtain. In fact, plots, situations, character
types, and themes or motifs are archetypal in science fiction just as they are
in mainstream literature. Archetypal elements are permanent, timeless.
Variations are played on them, and they are camouflaged in many ways.
But the basic questions forever animate science fiction and all other im-
aginative writing: What happens in this imitation? To whom? When?
Extrapolation, Vol. 22, No. 4
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Where? How and Why? Style or verbal artistry does not supersede action
or character or setting. Style is inseparable from form or substance (al-
though for critical analysis the organic nature of a piece of literature often
is deferred while particular parts or elements are scrutinized). Style en-
hances the imitation because it affects the reader as a story or novel flows
into his or her mind.

Style is vital because it stirs our sensibility. A writer’s style arouses or
expands our capacity for sensation, for feeling the imaginary or vicarious
experience that a piece of fiction presents. Style makes the game of make-
believe between writer and reader more vivid, graphic, sensuous, lively, and
consequently more engaging. I do not mean to separate feelings and imagi-
nation from thoughts and intellect, although it is true that fictional dis-
course flows indirectly into the mind. That is, it energizes the imagination
instead of arguing or appealing straight to the reader’s judgment. Who
would dispute Robert Scholes’s statement that the ideal story affords “the
greatest pleasure that fiction provides: sublimation and cognition™?? Sure-
ly, if a science fiction piece is rich in ideas and also has latent emotional or
affective power, it will work right if the writer’s style fuses and releases the
thought and feeling. Many yearsago, T. S. Eliot put it like this, defining the
verbal mastery of early seventeenth-century English dramatic poets: they
had “a direct sensuous apprehension of thought, a recreation of thought
into feeling.”’ In science fiction, too, it is style that concentrates thought
and feeling so that we receive “a direct sensuous apprehension of thought.”

Perhaps this topic should be called “the urgency of stylistic analysis.”
Obviously, style is inevitable—whether fair or poor. But my thesis, or the
main tenet in it, is this: that because of the consummate artistry of many
science fiction writers, we owe it to them to attend to their style, and for us
the reward will be to intensify our aesthetic pleasure. So, out of considera-
tion for good writers and also in order to pursue the reading-pleasure prin-
ciple, we ought to concentrate on stylistic analysis. And we who teach
should instill a similar concern in our students. Judging by students in my
science fiction classes, the popular conception of the genre is fostered by
movies and television and random memories of children’s adventure and
fantasy books. Most students are pleasantly surprised to find that science
fiction is literary and artful; in fact, they are delighted to learn that quality
science fiction is every bit as mature and sophisticated as excellent main-
stream writing. (To me this is more important than the fact that science
fiction is more relevant than most other genres.) It is stylistic analysis,
primarily, that induces the students’ cultivation of reading taste and critical
judgment. And in the long run, better readers will enlarge the special au-
dience that science fiction writers rely upon.

From the standpoint of literary criticism, there is another important—if
not urgent—reason for sharpening our own internal analyses. I am with all
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those readers who acknowledge the accuracy of this impression, which is
put most unequivocally by Joanna Russ: science fiction is “explicitly, de-
liberately, and baldly didactic.” Truly, science fiction does instruct or in-
form us about ourselves and the world. It tells us something new, or it
presents old truths in forms that make them seem new or original. Who
would doubt that a patently didactic form of literature had better be writ-
ten in fine style? For a handy analogy, think for a minute of some teacher or
lecturer who once taught you and was fascinating, even captivating. Now
think of another teacher who was tedious or wearisome. Both of them
could be eminent scholars, and both could have communicated valuable
notes. What was the difference between the bewitching teacher and the
boring one? Style comes to mind, does it not? I give you this syllogism:
discourse of whatever kind which is homiletic or didactic needs persuasive
or pleasing style to succeed. Science fiction characteristically is didactic
and, therefore, needs a pleasing style. Here is Alexander Pope on the need
to harmonize substance and style:

Men must be taught as if you taught them not,
And things unknown proposed as things forgot.
Without Good Breeding, truth is disapproved;
That only makes superior sense beloved.’

This neoclassical passage surely recalls the judgment made by the narrator
of The Left Hand of Darkness: “The soundest fact may fail or prevail in the
style of its telling.”

And yet it should not appear that the didactic mode, being especially
dependent on superior style, therefore handicaps science fiction. The di-
dactic is not defective; categorically, it is not an inferior mode. And also,
although science fiction overtly and unabashedly registers reactions to
technology, science, the social sciences, and human behavior and values,
the didactic mode nonetheless is not peculiar to it. One needs only to recall
Greek drama for evidence. You may remember the chorus, as well as the
tragic hero and the oracles and prophets, repeatedly admonishing people
or declaring the significance of things. What about Shakespeare and other
Elizabethan playwrights with their soliloquies and sententious passages?
And great novelists like Fielding or Dickens or Hawthorne or Faulkner?
All are critics or reformers to some degree. They reflect moral judgments of
human conduct and react to major issues of their times. Let us agree then
that science fiction writers certainly are not at fault in addressing them-
selves to social questions or technological problems and consequences.
What matters to the sensitive and discriminating reader or critic is how
eloquently or subtly or adroitly writers convey their impressions or com-
ments. Again, the preeminent factor inducing our critical reaction is style—
the way the science fiction writer articulates his or her vision. Whether we
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like or dislike a writer’s evident thesis or the subject matter in the story or
novel, we still appreciate the work if it is written well. All other considera-
tions notwithstanding, the writer’s complex of words and phrases, his or
her verbal expression, furnishes reading pleasure if it gives clarity and elo-
quence to the imitation. And besides furnishing aesthetic enjoyment, style
serves the crucial strategic function of influencing our impression, even our
interpretation, of the story or novel. We assimilate a text largely according
to how its style of expression affects us. It is not much of an exaggeration to
judge that what is presented in a narrative is no more important during the
reading experience than how it is presented.

Admittedly, there is no supreme method of stylistic analysis—any more
than there is a single correct interpretation of a story. Analysis, interpreta-
tion, and evaluation are all flexible registers, partly of the work being read
and partly of the reader’s subjective reactions to it. But there are certain
general areas on which we can agree to construct our interpretations or
analyses. For instance, we can clarify some impressions of style and its
influence by comparing these parts of a text: the narration (the story-telling
passages); the description (for example, what places and people look like or
how something operates); the dialogue (what the characters say, just like
actors in a play); and the commentary (the author’s, the fictitious narra-
tor’s, or a key character’s expressed judgments and reflections). The com-
mentary obviously provides the main didactic thrust of a story or novel.
How a reading is influenced by stylistic relationships between narration,
description, commentary, and dialogue can be illustrated briefly with ex-
cerpts from Tom Godwin’s “The Cold Equations” (1954), a story that
James Gunn calls “the touchstone for hard-core science fiction.”

First, the narrative begins with the matter-of-fact declaration: “He was
not alone. There was nothing to indicate the fact but the white hand of the
tiny gauge on the board before him. . . . There was something in the
supplies closet across the room, it was saying, some kind of a body that
radiated heat.”” Before the stowaway appears, there are several paragraphs
of narration and commentary which assure us that doom is inescapable.
For example, “It was too late. . . . The stowaway had signed his own
death warrant when he concealed himself on the ship” (p. 545). But then
Marilyn Lee Cross, just a teenager, comes out of hiding and unconcernedly
says: “All right—I give up. Nowwhat? . . . I'm guilty, so what happensto
me now? Do I pay a fine, or what?’ (p. 546).

Coming after several paragraphs that are very grave in tone, Marilyn’s
frivolous, flippant questions produce an unseemliness that underscores a
pathetic ignorance of her position. As the truth dawns, her lines become
childishly defensive: “They’re waiting for you to kill me, aren’t they? They
want me dead, don’t they? You and everybody on the cruiser wants me
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dead,don’tyou? . . . Everybody wants me dead and Ididn’t do anything.
I didn’t hurt anyone—I only wanted to see my brother” (p. 552). The futility
of her protest is emphasized by the pilot’s technical explanation of precisely
why Marilyn must be disposed of. Whether we judge her thoughts and
words to be innocent and appealing or uncomfortably jejune, the point is
that her pathetic lamenting registers true-to-life feelings that the ship’s pi-
lot, Barton, and also the readers respond to.

There are other stylistic signals. Colliding with the sentimentally de-
signed dialogue between Marilyn and Barton is the completely dispassion-
ate physics formula and comment: “A second physical law had decreed: 4
amount of fuel will not power an EDS with a mass of m Dplus x safely to its
destination. EDS’s obeyed only physical laws and no amount of human
sympathy for her could alter the second law” (p. 556, italics Godwin’s). The
laws are mentioned again in the story, and their inflexibility is also repre-
sented by the instruments that seem to be working against Marilyn, such as
the temperature gauge that detects her, the computers that determine how
long she can remain on the ship, and the air lock (with lever-controlled
doors) that ejects her.

The story articulates a lachrymose personal drama within a vast system
that is totally indifferent to human feelings. Without some kind of relief,
this dead-end dramatic narrative could lose its hold on readers. But God-
win makes a rhetorical shift that transforms an isolated sad episode into a
parable about fate—the same inexorable fate that is magnified by Sopho-
cles in Oedipus the King and Antigone. Although not so profound as clas-
sical tragedy, “The Cold Equations” briefly evokes grand tragic signifi-
cance, thanks to Tom Godwin’s wholly authoritative rhetoric. Read, for
instance, his judgment of the tornado that struck the survey team’s camp
on the planet Woden: “But for all its deadliness, it had destroyed with
neither malice nor intent. It had been a blind and mindless force, obeying
the laws of nature, and it would have followed the same course with the
same fury had men never existed” (p. 559). This pessimistic determinism
echoes, as it were, Thomas Hardy’s, and it is followed by a distinct, explicit
directive to ponder with feeling the implacable cosmos: “The men of the
frontier had long ago learned the bitter futility of cursing the forces that
would destroy them for the forces were blind and deaf . . . lawsthat knew
neither hatred nor compassion. The men of the frontier knew—but how
was a girl from Earth to fully understand? . . . To Bartonand her brother
and parents she was a sweet-faced girl in her teens; to the laws of nature she
was x, the unwanted factor in a cold equation” (p. 559). This sentence fuses
the imcompatible elements of human feeling and perception and the indif-
ferent operations of the physical universe. And later, to assure that we will
not be unaffected by Marilyn’s awful doom, Godwin describes her imagin-
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ing herself with “insides all ruptured and exploded and lungs out between
[her] teeth” (p. 565). We admire her when she enters the air lock bravely
and says her very last words, “I'mready.” Barton, too, envisions the conse-
quences of jettisoning Marilyn. Her view is gruesome; his is haunting:
“Something shapeless and ugly was hurrying ahead of him, going to Wod-
en where its brother was waiting through the night” (p. 569). Observe that
Marilyn now is referred to by the pronoun “its.”

Godwin’s style, especially the contrast between dialogue that reminds us
of adolescent disillusionment—and the authorial narration with commen-
tary so decisive—intensifies the imitation of human confrontation with in-
scrutable destiny. One more note: it is not coincidental that Marilyn’s
crushed remains are “hurrying ahead to Woden.” Woden is the name of the
Scandinavian deity, father of the world and ruler of gods and men. This is
another sign of the story’s emphasis on dominant male figures. Also, Wod-
en is symbolic in a way similar to the classical god, Zeus, when Antigone is
sealed in her destined tomb—after she had defied Creon by giving her
brother burial rites. “The Cold Equations” memorably projects Tom God-
win’s vision of tragedy.

For another view of stylistic analysis, a splendid example is the 1972
Nebula award story, “When It Changed,” by Joanna Russ. In this case,
narration, commentary, and dialogue are consistent rather than in con-
trast. The technical control is the first-person point of view. The main char-
acter, Janet, herself tells the story, and her style governs the effects and also
registers her values and fears by means of the confessional mode, which
preserves intimacy and poignancy.

After a plague had annihilated the male population on Whileaway six
hundred years in the past, the surviving women adapted capably and
learned to merge ova for propagation. Janet and Katy and their offspring
belong to a self-reliant, versatile female generation that conducts a progres-
sive society characterized by orderly domestic and public affairs. But when
four men from Earth arrive to declare Earth’s intention to begin colonizing
Whileaway, Janet concludes, “All good things must come to an end.” Yet
the story is more troubling than this understandable regret over the loss of a
chosen way of life. It is a metaphor about human conflict, about inevitable
power struggles that have to end always with winners and with losers.
Janet’s reflections in the story are like the presentiments of the classical
Cassandra.

Insistently, power is on Janet’s mind. She is thrilled by Katy’s daredevil
driving at 120 kilometers over twisting roads. She assumes that her twelve-
year-old daughter asleep is dreaming “of love and war” (p. 577). She fore-
sees that the girl some day soon will assert herself by killing a cougar or a
bear in raw combat. Janet herself is proud of having fought three duels to
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the death. She has misgivings because Katy will not handle firearms. Re-
garding the suspicious politician, Phyllis Helgason Spet, Janet calmly re-
solves “someday” to kill her.

With power as such a prominent criterion, Janet at age thirty-four and
sensing the coming of men to Whileaway, confesses, “I am afraid of far, far
too much. I'm getting old” (p. 577). She observes how much bigger and
broader the four men are: “I can only say they were apes with human faces”
(p- 578). She recognizes that they are naturally presumptuous and domi-
neering. During the uncomfortable conversation with the arrogant leader
(who either does not know or does not care how insulting he is), Janet
reflects on his bearing and reveals her own fear of being displaced: “He
went on, low and urbane, not mocking me, I think, but with the self-
confidence of someone who has always had money and strength to spare,
who doesn’t know what it is to be second-class or provincial. Which is very
odd, because the day before, I would have said that was an exact descrip-
tion of me” (p. 582). Her being made to “feel small” by these men is called a
“neurotic reaction,” and this may be true. But Janet’s temporary humilia-
tion, her acute insecurity, her chagrin, and above all, her fears for herself
and Katy and their daughters are produced by accurate perceptions of the
state of affairs that will most likely prevail once the men migrate to While-
away. Significantly, Janet’s view that the women will be “cheated of their
full humanity” is diametrically opposite the male leader’s view: “You know
itintellectually, of course. There is only half a species here. Men must come
back to Whileaway” (p. 583). So here is the question that is made inescap-
able and disturbing by means of Janet’s nervous reflections: if men and
women live together as a complete species, must it be at the expense of the
equal rights and dignity of women?

To me, the evidence in the story, especially the men’s manner and ex-
pressed views, validates the reactions of Janet (which does not imply that
any other person’s reactions would be unsound). Observe, too, that Katy,
who is averse to using firearms, had been so provoked by the male leader
that she aims a rifle at him. Janet prevents the homicide and immediately
afterwards confesses what could be the most unanswerable meditation in
the story: “Katy was right, of course; we should have burned them down
where they stood. Men are coming to Whileaway. When one culture has the
big guns and the other has none, there is a certain predictability about the
outcome” (p. 583). It seems that, at this moment, the Whileaway episode
signifies both the issue of equality between the sexes and the comprehensive
Hobbesian theme of the dismal history of tribes and city-states, kingdoms
and nation-states: “When one culture has the big guns and the other has
none, there is a certain predictability about the outcome.”

Janet’s final thoughts bring “When It Changed” to its melancholy con-
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clusion: “What’s around the corner now is a duel so big that I don’t think I
have the guts forit. . . . Take my life but don’t take away the meaning of
my life” (pp. 584-85). Janet has the bravery and dignity, and also the legiti-
mate fears, such as those exhibited by the noble victims in Euripides’ “The
Trojan Women”—and like that tragedy, Joanna Russ’s story as told by the
disheartened realist, Janet, raises somber reflections on the fundamental
nature of humankind.

I propose that Janet’s style is the key to the power of “When It Changed.”
Her meditative or confessional rendition manifests absolute conviction
and honest feelings. She reveals her pride in combat, respect for sheer pow-
er, even a tendency to violence—along with her nervous misgivings. Her
demonstrated prowess and leadership, along with her accurate observa-
tions and clear convincing pronouncements, make Janet impressive. We
trust her word. Consequently, the insecurity and fears she experiences, and
her near resignation to the inevitable end of independence, elicit our sym-
pathy. We also regret what she foresees. Her perception of a competitive,
combative, potentially violent human system in which there always will be
winners and losers, masters and subordinates, is a concept for her melan-
choly reflection, and ours. Janet’s lucid, yet apprehensive, pessimistic dis-
course is moving. By means of the complex narrator, Joanna Russ’s story
does indeed produce “a direct sensuous apprehension of thought, a recrea-
tion of thought into feeling.”

Before concluding, I would like to offer one more example, very briefly,
of the efficacy of style, returning to The Left Hand of Darkness. The first
four thousand words or so of Genly Ai’s report describe the parade where
Ai met Estraven and conversed with him and then with Tibe, the insipid
and deceitful cousin of the king. The main impression made by narration,
description, and dialogue is that Genly Aiis analienina land thatiseccent-
ric, sinister, paranoid, latently savage, and generally unpredictable and
threatening. Subsequently, Ai meets privately with Estraven in the “Corner
Red Dwelling” that has a gruesome past history. Estraven tells him that
from now on Genly Ai is on his own as a foreign ambassador and that the
king of Karhide regards him as a threat.

In order to reinforce the whole effect of the parade scene and the private-
meeting scene, the text includes a clear, straightforward summary by Genly
Ai. It serves to intensify his sense of danger and to transmit it to us affective-
ly. See how precisely he describes the situation and his distinct perception
of it: “There had been a servant to attend our meal, but Karhiders, having
no institutions of slavery or personal bondage, hire services not people, and
the servants had all gone off to their own homes by now. Such a man as
Estraven must have guards about him somewhere, for assassination is a
lively institution in Karhide, but I had seen no guard, heard none. We were
alone.™
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The next sentence begins with “I was alone.” The pronoun shift from
“We” to “I” stresses the narrator’s isolation even from Estraven. Genly Ai’s
assessment has a built-in dramatic structure with rising action as it moves
from the singular pronoun to the final term, “alien world.” He relates, “I
was alone, with a stranger, inside the walls of a dark palace, in a strange
snow-changed city, in the heart of the Ice Age of an alien world.” The
deliberate series of phrases has incremental force. Genly Ai’s exact declara-
tion, directional and unrelenting, transmits his sense of absolute strange-
ness, confinement, darkness, and icy cold. This climactic commentary
draws us into the account so that we not only see Genly Ai as a character in
the dramatic narrative but also share his feelings, just as we would if he
were genuinely confiding his experiences to us. Genly Ai’s style makes our
reading more responsive.

Acknowledging the goodly number of expert stylists writing science fic-
tion these days, we owe it to them and to ourselves to heighten our aware-
ness of style. Science fiction short stories and novellas, and many novels,
can withstand rigorous internal analysis. By applying ourselves to deliber-
ate stylistic analysis, we will gain a more extensive and accurate compre-
hension of the beauty, the complexity, the subtlety of the fine works of
science fiction. Conscientious consideration of how writers employ lan-
guage artfully in narration, description, commentary, and dialogue will
enrich our imaginative reading. Sensitivity to the style of a science fiction
piece will enhance our perceptions and understanding and, equally impor-
tant, our feelings. The style of fictional discourse, the way the story is told,
critically affects every reader’s impressions and reactions.
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Pasts That Might Have Been:
An Annotated Bibliography of
Alternate History

BARTON C. HACKER AND GORDON B. CHAMBERLAIN

B All of us have sometimes wondered what might have happened if we had
made some choice other than we did in our past lives. Only a small step
divides that kind of personal speculation from questions about the possible
alternative outcomes of larger historical events. Over the past four decades,
science fiction has offered a congenial milieu for plumbing pasts that might
have been, but such speculations antedate the rise of the genre and many
still find other outlets. Much of it is by popular historians and belletrists.
Most professional historians scorn speculation—what sources can be
adduced for an event that never happened?—but some do it anyway,
although more likely than not in essays published nonprofessionally. In
recent years, the growing use of science fiction in the classroom has also
touched history, prompting suggestions that students might benefit from,
as well as enjoy, thinking about past choices and paths not taken. And a
new school of economic historians, practitioners of what has sometimes
been called “cliometrics,” has tried to raise “counterfactual hypotheses”—
history that did not happen—to the status of a valid and useful tool in the
quantitative analysis of historical data. Not surprisingly, this effort has
provoked controversy among both historians and philosophers of history.
Although all these groups—science fiction writers, belletrists, cliometri-
cians—have treated alternative pasts, none seem to know much about the
others, and indeed they might not care if they did. Yet few will deny the
intrinsic fascination in speculating about pasts that might have been,and a
bibliography that spans the several discrete areas may have some value in
its own right.
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Our coverage of the cliometric literature is intended to be suggestive
rather than comprehensive. Although little more than two decades old, the
field has grown very large and much of the work is so technical that its
value for our purposes becomes obscure. We have, however, made a special
point of listing several up-to-date and well-documented surveys, which
should serve to guide the interested reader to works we have not cited. For
science fiction and belles lettres, in contrast, we have sought to list every-
thing of relevance. Our notion of relevance is fundamentally historical: to
count as alternate history, a work must explore the consequences of an
effective change in human history as we know it. This means that certain
stories and essays that might otherwise seem to deal with alternative pasts
do not appear here. We have excluded those works in which: (1) the
change is abortive and history remains in, or returns to, its proper course:
examples include Mark Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court (1889); Ralph Milne Farley, “I Killed Hitler,” Weird Tales (1941);
William Golding, “Envoy Extraordinary,” in Golding et al., Sometime,
Never (1957); Ronald W. Clark, Queen Victoria’s Bomb (1967); and a host
of stories in which time travelers intervene to set things right; (2) the change
produces history as we know it, or was part of history all along; for exam-
ple: Manley Wade Wellman, Twice in Time (1958); Harry Harrison, The
Technicolor Time Machine (1967); and Michael Moorcock, Behold the
Man (1969); (3) the change affects only the personal lives of fictitious or
historical characters, with no mention of consequences for larger historical
events: examples are Stanley G. Weinbaum, “The Worlds of If,” Wonder
Stories (1935); Isaac Asimov, “What If . . . ?° Fantastic (1952); Bob
Shaw, The Two Timers (1968); and Roland Puccetti, The Death of the
Fiihrer (1972); the last title may stand for a large class of stories which ex-
plore the secret afterlives of once powerful figures—Napoleon and Hitler
have been particular favorites—with no hint of public consequences;
(4) the change occurs in future history, prehistory, or some other setting
wholly outside of known history. Examples include Guy Dent, Emperor of
the If (1926); David R. Daniels, “The Branches of Time,” Wonder Stories
(1935); Jack Williamson, The Legion of Time (1938); Fritz Leiber, Destiny
Times Three (1945); Rog Phillips, Worlds of If (1951); Andre Norton,
Operation Time Search (1967); Brian W. Aldiss, The Malacia Tapestry
(1977); and Thomas F. Monteleone, The Secret Sea (1979).

We have also excluded works in which the effects of change are merely
alluded to, mentioned in passing, or otherwise left largely undeveloped.
Without this limit, most time-travel stories and a fair share of all the history
ever written would have to be listed. For similar reasons—to avoid listing
most historical novels and certain purely frivolous pieces—we have
excluded works in which past actors are merely assigned modern motives
or concerns with no other change. Each class presents difficult decisions.
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We have no doubt included some titles that others would judge marginal
and perhaps omitted some that should have been listed. In general, we have
preferred to err on the side of inclusiveness.

Despite these limits, the field remains broad. We have deliberately
eschewed posing any standards of historical sophistication or literary
merit. No matter how improbable the change or its results, how well or
badly written, if story or essay touches significantly an alteration in known
history we have tried to list it. With the rare exceptions noted, we have seen
everything we list, but we clearly have not seen everything. In particular, we
have not examined the full back files of all science fiction magazines, and
some unanthologized stories have no doubt eluded our grasp. Our
coverage of works in languages other than English is also spotty, partly for
the inaccessibility of the sources, partly for lack of bibliographical
guidance. For all its shortcomings, however, this bibliography is the first
to attempt a view of the whole field. We nonetheless eagerly await
comments, corrections, and—best of all—further citations.

Annotated Bibliography of Alternate History

ADAMS, Robert. Castaways in Time. Virginia Beach, Va.: Donning, 1979.
Adventure in a theocratic seventeenth-century Europe that originated in a
Nestorian victory at the Council of Ephesus in the fifth century.

ALDISS, Brian W. “Matrix.” Science Fantasy, Oct. 1962. Reprinted as “Danger:
Religion!” in Tom Boardman, Jr., ed., The Unfriendly Future (London: FSB,
1965); Aldiss, The Saliva Tree, and Other Strange Growths (London: Faber &
Faber, 1966); Mervyn Peake, J. G. Ballard, and Aldiss, The Inner Landscape
(London: Allison & Busby, 1969; London: Corgi, 1970; New York: Paperback
Library, 1971); and Aldiss, Neanderthal Planet (New York: Avon, 1970). A
crosstime adventure set mainly in the world where the medieval Church
survived the rise of nation-states to achieve universal political hegemony; one
protagonist is a soldier from the world in which Constantine’s assassination
obviated the Christianization of the Roman Empire, which instead adopted
Mithraism and survived as a major power.

ALLEN, Louis. “If I Had Been . . . Hideki Tojo in 1941: How I Would Have
Avoided Bombing Pearl Harbor.” In SNOWMAN, ed., If I Had Been.
AMIS, Kingsley. The Alteration. London: Jonathan Cape, 1976; New York:
Viking, 1977; Frogmore, St Albans, Herts.: Panther, 1978. Church policy
threatens a young singer with castration to preserve his voice in the twentieth-

century London of a world in which the Reformation never occurred.

ANDERSON, Poul. “Delenda est.” Fantasy and Science Fiction, Dec. 1955.
Reprinted in Anderson, Guardians of Time (New York: Ballantine, 1960); and
SILVERBERG, ed., Worlds of Maybe. Finding a backward Celto-Punic city
where they expected twentieth-century New York, time patrolmen trace the
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source to time-traveling filibusters who killed the two Scipios during the
confusion of the Roman defeat at Ticinus in 218 B.C. obviating Rome’s
ultimate victory in the Punic wars and leaving Carthage to dominate Western
development. Other Time Patrol stories, all in Fantasy and Science Fiction—
“Time Patrol” (May 1955), “Brave to be a King” (Aug. 1959), “The Only Game
in Town” (Jan. 1960), and “Gibraltar Falls” (Oct. 1975), the first three also
reprinted in Guardians of Time—merely imply alternate history, i.e., the Time
Patrol prevents the past from being altered.

. A Midsummer Tempest. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1974; New York:
Ballantine, 1975. The adventures of Prince Rupert in the English Civil War as
it might have been fought in the world where everything Shakespeare wrote
was history, not poetry, and the industrial revolution was coming two
centuries early.

——. “Operation Afreet.” Fantasy and Science Fiction, Sept. 1956. Reprinted in
Anderson, Operation Chaos (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1971; New
York: Lancer, n.d.). An adventure in the World War II where military tech-
nology applies magic rather than science. In the book-length fix-up, which
includes three other stories also first published in Fantasy and Science
Fiction—“Operation Salamander” (Jan. 1957), “Operation Incubus” (Oct.
1959), and “Operation Changeling” (May-June 1969)—Anderson explicitly
frames the setting as alternate history without specifying a point of divergence.

ANDREANO, Ralph L., ed. The New Economic History: Recent Papers on
Methodology. New York: Wiley, 1970. See especially papers by DAVIS,
GREEN, and REDLICH.

ANVIL, Christopher. “Apron Chains.” 4nalog, Dec. 1970. How the premature
development of wireless communication long delayed the discovery of
America.

ARMSTRONG, Anthony, and Bruce Graeme (pseuds. of George A. A. Willisand
Graham M. Jeffries). When the Bells Rang. London: Harrap, 1943. How the
Nazi invasion of England in 1940 was defeated, accordingto NICHOLLS, ed.,
Science Fiction Encyclopedia, pp. 26, 41.

ARNOUX, Alexandre. Faut-il briiler Jeanne? [Must Joan burn?] Paris: Gallimard,
1954. Importuned by his saints, the Almighty allows Joan of Arc’s French
supporters to save her from the stake, much to her own ultimate
disillusionment.

ARON, Robert. Victoire a Waterloo. [Victory at Waterloo] Paris: Andre Sa-
batier, 1937; Paris: Plon, 1964. Napoleon wins, but suffers an identity crisis
on the battlefield and abdicates. A Spanish edition, Eduardo Blanco trans.,
Napoleén vencio en Waterloo (Buenos Aires: Sur, 1939), includes a
“Prefacio” by André Maurois (pp. 9-11) defending alternate history against
its imputed frivolity by likening it to nonmilitary war gaming.

ASH, Brian, ed. The Visual Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. New York: Harmony,
1977; London: Pan, 1978. Includes sections, all with bibliographies, on
alternate history (pp. 116, 121-23), parallel worlds (pp. 142-44), and time
travel (pp. 145-54).
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ASIMOV, Isaac. “Fair Exchange?’ Asimov’s SF Adventure Magazine, Fall 1978.
A Gilbert and Sullivan fan’s time trip to recover the lost score of Thespis
produces personal tragedy but also some public consequences.

AUTHORSHIP UNKNOWN. “An Englishman’s Castle.” An ad in the Los
Angeles Times, 16 Sept. 1979, sec. 1, p. 35, announced the premiere that night
of a TV drama based on a Nazi victory in World War I1, “a chilling spy trilogy
that examines what life is like in an England that exists as a slave state to the
Third Reich—and what role television plays in controlling the masses.”

AUTHORSHIP UNKNOWN. “The Trial of Lee Harvey Oswald.” Television
movie produced by Worldvision, premiered on ABC-TV, 30 Sept. 1977. What
really happened in Dallas, as revealed in the trial that would have been held if
Oswald had survived. Reviewed in the New York Times, 30 Sept. 1977, sec. 3,
p. 26, among many other places.

AVALON HILL GAME CO. Invasion of Malta—1942. Baltimore, 1978. A war
simulation game based on a German invasion that never happened, packaged
with Air Assault on Crete, an invasion that did; for a description, see the
editors of Consumer Guide, with Jon Freeman, The Complete Book of
Wargames (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1980), p. 168.

BAILEY, Hilary. “The Fall of Frenchy Steiner.” New Worlds, July-Aug. 1964.
Reprinted in Michael Moorcock, ed., The Best of New Worlds (London: Com-
pact, 1965); Judith Merril, ed., SF 12 (New York: Delacorte, 1968; New York:
Dell, 1969); and Moorcock, ed., Best SF Stories from New Worlds 8 (Frog-
more, St Albans, Herts.: Panther, 1974). Life in 1954 Nazi-occupied London
in the world where Hitler was smart enough to stay out of Russia.

BARBET, Pierre. L’Empire du Baphomet. [Baphomet’s empire] Paris: Editions
Fleuve Noir, 1972. Trans. Bernard Kay as Baphomet’s Meteor (New York:
DAW, 1972). Provided by an alien castaway with such exotic weapons as
nuclear grenades, the Knights Templar in 1118 set out to conquer the world. A
sequel presents the crusaders with new worlds to conquer, literally; see Barbet,
Croisade stellaire (Paris: Editions Fleuve Noir, 1974), trans. C. J. Cherryh as
Stellar Crusade in Barbet, Cosmic Crusaders (New York: DAW, 1980), which
also reprints Baphomet’s Meteor.

BARBIER, J.-B. Si Napoléon avait pris Londres. [1f Napoleon had taken London]
Paris: Libraire Francais, 1970. Despite the title, this book is mainly about what
he was trying to do, not what might have happened had he done it.

BARING, Maurice. “The Alternative.” London Mercury, 7 (Nov. 1922), 26-35.
Reprinted in Baring, Half a Minute’s Silence (London: Heinemann, 1925;
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1925; Freeport, N.Y.: Books for Libraries
Press, 1970); and Philip Van Doren Stern, ed., Travelers in Time: Strange
Tales of Man’s Journeyings into the Past and the Future (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1947). Glimpses into the world that might have been had Na-
poleon’s father sent him to the British navy rather than the French army.

BARRETT, Neal, Jr. The Leaves of Time. New York: Lancer, 1971. Much of the
action in this tale of alien invasion takes place in modern Vinaskaland, the
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latter-day New World resulting from the survival of Leif Ericsson’s Vinland
colony.

BASIL, Otto. Wenn das der Fiihrer wiisste. [If the Fuhrer knew] Vienna and
Munich: Fritz Molden, 1966. Trans. and slightly abridged by Thomas Weyr as
The Twilight Men (New York: Meredith, 1968). The struggle for succession
after Hitler’s death in the Nazi Germany that won World War II with the first
atomic bomb.

BEAR, Greg. “Scattershot.” In Terry Carr, ed., Universe 8 (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1978; New York: Popular Library, 1978). Reprinted in Donald A.
Wollheim, ed., The 1979 Annual World’s Best SF (New York: DAW, 1979).
Much of the action in this tale of the mysterious crewing of a disabled space
battleship in Earth orbit derives from the conflict between characters shaped
by alternate histories, one of which saw the rise of a French-speaking Indian
nation in North America with a strongly patriarchal culture.

BELLOC, Hilaire. “If Drouet’s Cart Had Stuck.” In SQUIRE, ed., If, all edns.
With a clear road, Louis XVI escapes and then returns with an army to
suppress the revolution, and the twentieth century sees a Europe technologi-
cally backward and divided between hostile British and Habsburg empires.

BENET, Stephen Vincent. “The Curfew Tolls.” Saturday Evening Post, 5 Oct.
1935. Reprinted in Benét, Thirteen O’Clock: Stories of Several Worlds (New
York and Toronto: Farrar & Rinehart, 1937; Freeport, N.Y.: Books for
Libraries Press, 1971); Benét, Selected Works, vol. 2: Prose (New York: Farrar
& Rinehart, 1942); Benét, 25 Short Stories (Garden City, N.Y.: Sun Dial
Press, 1943); Philip Van Doren Stern, ed., The Moonlight Traveler (Garden
City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1943; reprinted as Great Tales of Fantasy and Imagi-
nation [New York: Pocket Books, 1954]); and Robert Van Gelder, ed., The
Stephen Vincent Benet Pocket Book (New York: Pocket Books, 1946). Home
view of Napoleon in the obscurity that might have been his had he been born in
1737 instead of 1769, a generation too early.

BENSEN, Donald R. And Having Writ . . . Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1978;
New York: Ace, 1979. Aliens shipwrecked on Earth in 1908 drastically alter
subsequent events, first by engineering Edison’s election as president, then by
curing the ailments of three European rulers and averting World War I, and
then . . .

BESTER, Alfred. “The Men Who Murdered Mohammed.” Fantasy and Science
Fiction, Oct. 1958. Reprinted in Anthony Boucher, ed., The Best from Fantasy
and Science Fiction: Eighth Series (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1959; New
York: Ace, n.d.); Bester, The Dark Side of Earth (New York: Signet, 1964);
Christopher Cerf, ed., The Vintage Anthology of Science Fiction (New York:
Vintage, 1966); Robert Silverberg, ed., Voyagers in Time (New York: Mere-
dith, 1967); Joe W. Haldeman, ed., Cosmic Laughter (New York: Holt, Rine-
hart & Winston, 1974); Charles W. Sullivan, ed., As Tomorrow Becomes
Today (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1974); Bester, The Light
Fantastic (New York: Berkley/ Putnam, 1976); and idem, Starlight: The Great
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Short Fiction of Alfred Bester (Garden City, N.Y.: Nelson Doubleday, 1976;
New York: Berkley Medallion, 1977). History conceived as the sum of
individual pasts; changing history affects only the changer in the present.

BIER, Jesse. “Father and Son.” In Bier, A Hole in the Lead Apron (New York:
Harcourt, 1964). A post-Nazi government in 1945 Germany imposes literal
decimation on its citizenry to atone for the Holocaust.

BIXBY, Jerome. “One Way Street.” Amazing Stories, Dec. 1953-Jan. 1954.
Reprinted in T. E. Dikty, ed., The Best Science-Fiction Stories and Novels:
1955 (New York: Fell, 1955); and Bixby, Space by the Tail (New York: Ballan-
tine, 1964). Inadvertent crosstime traveler finds history altered but is not able
to account for the changes.

BLAKEMORE, Harold. “If I Had Been . . . Salvador Allende in 1972-3: How I
Would Have Stayed in Power in Chile.” In SNOWMAN, ed., If I Had Been.

BLISH, James. See ELLISON, Harlan.

BOHME, Gernot, Wolfgang van den Daele, and Wolfgang Krohn. “Alternativen
in der Wissenschaft.” [Alternatives in science] Zeitschrift fiir Soziologie, 1
(1972), 302-16. Trans. E. G. H. Joffe, International Journal of Sociology, 8
(1978), 70-94. In discussing contingent factors in the historical development of
science, the authors briefly wonder what might have happened if a chemical
rather than a mechanical worldview had prevailed at the outset of the
Scientific Revolution.

BON, Frédéric, and Michel-Antoine Burnier. Si mai avait gagné: facétie politique.
[If May had won: a political pleasantry] Paris: Jean-Jacques Pauvert, 1968.
The May 1968 riots against de Gaulle produce a socialist revolution instead of
a conservative backlash.

BOPP, Léon. Liaisons du monde. [Life’s conjunctions] Vol. 1, Paris: Gallimard,
1938; vols. 2-4, Geneva: Editions du Dialogue, 1941-44. New edn., 2 vols.,
Paris: Gallimard, 1949. Detailed history of France as it might have been had
the 1936 Popular Front government produced a leftist revolution.

BORDEN, Morton. “1759: What If Canada Had Remained French?’ In
BORDEN and GRAHAM, Speculations. The consequences of a French
victory at the Battle of Quebec.

. “1784: What If Slavery Had Been Geographically Confined?” In BORDEN

and GRAHAM, Speculations. Had Jefferson’s proposed ordinance to bar

slavery from all states beyond the original thirteen been adopted.

. “1789: Could the Articles of Confederation Have Worked?” In BORDEN
and GRAHAM, Speculations. If the states had not ratified the U.S.
Constitution.

. “1801: Would Aaron Burr Have Been a Great President?” In BORDEN
and GRAHAM, Speculations. Had the tied electoral vote between Jefferson
and Burr been resolved in favor of Burr.

. “1832: What If the Second Bank Had Been Rechartered?” In BORDEN
and GRAHAM, Speculations. If Biddle had not sought charter renewal
prematurely.
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———. “1850: What If the Compromise of 1850 Had Been Defeated?” In
BORDEN and GRAHAM, Speculations. Without President Taylor’s
untimely death, the Civil War might have been fought a decade earlier at far
smaller cost.

, and Otis L. Graham, Jr. Speculations on American History. Lexington,
Mass., and Toronto: Heath, 1977. Six essays each by BORDEN and
GRAHAM, listed separately.

BORGES, Jorge Luis. “El jardin de senderos que se bifurcan.” [The garden of
forking paths] In Borges, El jardin de senderos que se bifurcan (Buenos Aires:
Ediciones Sur, 1941). Reprinted in Borges, Ficciones (1935-44) (Buenos Aires:
Emece Editores, 1944; reprinted by the same publisher as vol. 5 of Borges,
Obras completas, 1956). Trans. Helen Temple and Ruthven Todd, in Borges,
Ficciones, ed. Anthony Kerrigan (New York: Grove Press, 1962; London:
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N.Y.: Doubleday, 1973); “A Matter of Gravity,” Analog, Oct. 1974; “The
Sixteen Keys,” Fantastic Stories, May 1976; “The Ipswich Phial,” Analog,
Dec. 1976; “The Bitter End,” Isaac Asimov’s Science Fiction Magazine,
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Athens and Sparta, a Roman Empire ruled by Antony, an earlier unification
of the Holy Roman Empire, a stronger French colonial effort overseas,
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telegram had not been sent. Ten of these essays had first been published in
John o’London’s Weekly (1929).

354



Pasts That Might Have Been

HERSEY, John. White Lotus. New York: Knopf, 1965; New York: Bantam, 1966.
The life of American slaves in China after U.S. defeat in the Yellow War of the
early twentieth century.

HILL, Samuel S., Jr. “Could the Civil War Have Been Prevented?” Christian
Century, 31 Mar. 1976, pp. 304-8. Although published in the same series as
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(New York: Ace, 1968); Lafferty, Nine Hundred Grandmothers (New York:
Ace, 1970); Robert Silverberg, ed., Alpha 1 (New York: Ballantine, 1970);
Daniel Roselle, ed., Transformations: Understanding World History through
Science Fiction (Greenwich, Conn.: Fawcett Crest, 1973); and Charles W.
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tory, pp. 146-47.
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SON (Robert), DAVIDSON, EKLUND, FOSTER, GAT, GOTSCHALK,
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London: BBC Publications, 1975; London: Arrow, 1975. Based on a BBC
program of the same title that premiered 12 Sept. 1972, the book discusses how
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LONGYEAR, Barry N. “Collector’s Item.” Analog, 27 Apr. 1981. A silver 1978
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MACKESY, Piers. Could the British Have Won the War of Independence? Chester
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. No Brother, No Friend. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1976; Chicago:
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1979. Explicitly framed as alternate history (chap. 4), this romance is set in
London, the modern (despite a noticeably Elizabethan ambience) capital of
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Doubleday, 1974; New York: DAW, 1976). Three others, however, are also
relevant: The Adventures of Una Persson and Catherine Cornelius in the
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Worlds of Maybe. In the world where the Cuban missile crisis led to war,
crosstime commerce produces economic benefits but social costs.
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tion on the possible careers of Henry George and the two Napoleons had their
early lives not been blighted by poverty; and on what might have happened
had Jeanne Poisson not henpecked Louis XV into the Seven Years War.
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York produced by Nazi air raids from bases in conquered England.
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1951), and “Time Crime” (Feb. and Mar. 1955)—are essentially exotic adven-
tures which merely mention alternate history in passing or bear no relation to
known history.
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building a cross-channel tunnel in 1911 and meet attempted German
sabotage.

PRATT, Fletcher. The Blue Star. New York: Ballantine, 1969. A shorter version
was published in Pratt’s anonymously ed. Witches Three (New York: Twayne,
1952). The development of magic rather than science in the world where
gunpowder was never invented.

RABKIN, Eric S. The Fantastic in Literature. Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press,
1976; paperback rpt., 1977. Includes a rationale for classifying alternate
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ed., The Best from Galaxy: Volume IV (New York: Award, 1976; New York:
Ace, 1978); Lester del Rey, ed., Best Science Fiction Stories of the Year: Fifth
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