
Who wrote it? When? 
What's the plot or theme? 
Where was it published? 
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Second Edition 

By Neil Barron. Analog hailed the First Edition as 
" probably the most significant and valuable bibliographic 
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poetry, and reference works and provides a critical and 
bibliographical history of the literature. Also included are 
critical works , periodicals, organizations and societies, 
awards, research collections, and a directory of publish
ers. 559 pp. 1981 . Hardcover: 0-8352-1341-2. $29 .95 . 
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and collections. Includes an essay summarizing the history of the genre, and lists 
of titles available in the U.K. 273 pp. 1979. Hardcover: 0-8352-1153-3. $14.95. 
Paperback: 0-8352-1431-1 . $8 .95. 
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• The meeting at MLA this year 
will be on December 29. Its pro
gram number is 553, and it is sched
uled from 7:15 to 8:30 P.M. in the 
Gibson Room of the Hilton. It will 
be a dialogue with Donald A. Woll
heim of DAW books. I do not know 
the size of the room, but I suggest 
that for places you write to me 
either here at Wooster or at the Hil
ton. We will have to do some plan
ning for future meetings. 

Those of you who attended the 
SFRA meeting in Denver or have 
seen the Newsletter know that Sam 
Moskowitz received the Pilgrim 
Award this year. Finally. Of those 
who have received the Award none 
more richly deserves it, for Sam was 
teaching and writing about science 
fiction perhaps even before the 
MLA began its early seminar. One 
of my most pleasant memories is of 
my association with him as early as 
1950-51 when he came to meetings 
of the Philadelphia Science Fiction 
Society. I am sure that no one 

knows the field more thoroughly 
than Sam, and I think I first sug
gested that he was a Pilgrim about 
1971 or 1972. Certainly Science 
Fiction by Gaslight and Under the 
Moons of Mars mark high points in 
his career. Of equal importance, 
however, are the two volumes pub
lished by Donald M. Grant in 1980, 
Science Fiction in Old San Fran
cisco: History of the Movement 
From 1854 to 1890 and the accom
panying anthology of stories by 
Robert Duncan Milne. 

I much regret having missed the 
meeting, and I look forward to 
seeing Sam in November when I am 
on the east coast. So, belatedly
but certainly unintentionally-may 
I add my congratulations and best 
wishes. The best book will be his 
autobiography, ifheevertakestime 
to write it. 

I'm sure that some of you, like 
me, are so addicted to ERB that you 
went to the most recent Tarzan film. 
I believe that I have seen most 
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of them, beginning with Johnny 
Weissmuller and Maureen O'Sulli
van. But I must admit that I never 
thought that I would see the story 
reduced to the level of an inferior 
Harlequin romance. Did you catch 
the line, "If only the girls at school 
could see me now," to say nothing 
of "I've never touched a man be
fore" as Jane mauled him while he 
was lying unconscious on the sand? 
And I'm glad that all that white 
paint had an obvious function in 
pointing up the final action of the 
film. Oh well, much of the photo
graphy was excellent, and in that 
it well captured Sri Lanka, it 
reminded me of Arthur C. Clarke. 

To be fashionable/ "relevant" in 
1981, one can certainly argue that 
the story is basically Jane's, but to 
reduce her to a heavy-breathing, 
junior-high-school-type pre-adoles
cent does seem absurd on a number 
of counts. Ironically, perhaps, this 
treatment does parallel a major 
theme which Burroughs developed 
through subsequent novels: the re
jection of Western, industrialized 
civilization and its effete personali
ties in favor of a magnificent (if only 
imagined) barbarism and-from 
this approach-its strong mascu
line figure. This primitivism rebels 
against the codification of manners 
in Anglo-American society. Never
theless, let's hope that no movie 
maker discovers Thuvia, Maid of 
Mars. 

I learned during the summer that 
Gregory Benford's Timescape won 
the John W. Campbell Award as 
well as the Nebula. (Gene Wolfe's 
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The Shadow of the Torturer fin
ished third, and is, as I recall, one of 
the novels nominated for the World 
Fantasy Award.) I was most inter
ested in Douglas Barbour's remarks 
about Timescape published in the 
Toronto newspaper the weekend 
of August 23-24: "Unlike much that 
is called science fiction, Gregory 
Benford's Timescape is truly about 
the life of science as it is lived by 
scientists. As Brian Aldiss says, 'not 
since C. P. Snow's The New Men, 
many years ago, have we been 
treated to such a truthful account of 
scientists at work.' " This is an 
intriguing judgment, and it brings 
to mind a number of debates that 
the original Campbell committee 
had when Leon Stover was secre
tary in the early 1970s. Indeed, 
among others, the debate involved 
both Jim Gunn's The Listeners and 
Robert Silverberg's Dying Inside. 
This is not the place to go into 
another matter of definition, but for 
some strange reason I have never 
considered "the life of science as it is 
lived by scientists" science fiction. 
I suppose the issue turns upon 
whether or not C. P. Snow's novels 
-and Sinclair Lewis's Arrowsmith 
-are science fiction. I remind you 
that long ago in Extrapolation 
several articles explored the differ
ence between science fiction and 
science in fiction. 

Perhaps that debate needs to 
be taken up again, especially when I 
read in the first issue of Intertwine: 
A Journal of Science Fiction Criti
cism (June 1981) that at N orwescon 

(continued on page 378) 



Comics as Literature: Plot Structure, 
Foreshadowing, and Irony in the 
Marvel Comics' Avengers 
"Cosmic Epic" 

DONALD PALUMBO 

• The publications of the Marvel Comics Group warrant serious 
consideration as a legitimate narrative enterprise that is frequently both 
literate and technically and philosophically sophisticated. Marvel's output 
now consists almost exclusively of illustrated science fiction/ fantasy nar
ratives that can be analyzed as such. And, as in science fiction generally, 
frequently the most elaborate and interesting element in Marvel Comics 
stories-which sometimes develop over the space of a dozen or more issues 
and are often surprisingly complex-is plot. A particularly daring and 
artistically structured plot-which concerns time travel, teleportation, 
telepathy, transfiguration, extraterrestrial heroes and villains, and the 
threat of cosmic warfare-occurs in a relatively recent, ten-issue Avengers 
story-line, which its creators (chief among whom is Jim Shooter) refer to as 
their "Cosmic Epic." Within the confines of the story's beautifully orches
trated, skillfully balanced plot structure, one brief but dynamic scene in the 
second episode foreshadows both the two classic plot twists in the ninth 
and tenth episode climaxes and all three elements of the tenth episode 
resolution. Moreover, the story also contains numerous crucial ironies as 
well as resonant subplots, impressively articulated character development, 
and an intriguing use of metaphor, allusion, and graphic symbolism. 

As Thor, Norse God of Thunder and sometimes Avenger, puzzles over 
the idea that "some mysterious force" may have thrice transported him 
through space and time so that he could offer needed aid to the other 
Avengers in their difficult encounters with their three most recent foes, a 
team of six superheroes from the thirty-first century, the Guardians of the 

Extrapolation, Vol. 22, No. 4 
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Galaxy, appear in our present. Loosely allying themselves with the 
Avengers, who have investigated their arrival, the Guardians explain that 
their mission in our time is to protect the life of Vance Astro-a native of 
the twentieth century and now a youth, who will endure a thousand years 
of suspended animation finally to found and lead the Guardians ten 
centuries hence. The Guardians fear that an enemy they and Thor had 
defeated in their own era, Korvac, who is half man and half computer, has 
escaped to our century with the intention of altering the circumstances of 
his defeat by assassinating Astro before he can become an adult-thus 
insuring his own uncontested mastery of the thirty-first century by pre
venting the Guardians from ever having come into existence. The 
Guardians plan to locate and capture Korvac before he can harm young 
Astro, whom they intend also secretly to watch over. Meanwhile, in the 
midst of a skirmish a few other Avengers have with an easily subdued 
villain, and thus unnoticed, a silent, intense man enraptures with a glance 
a beautiful young woman, Carina, and literally disappears with her. 1 

Unexpectedly, as Thor had in the recent past, yet another of the 
Avengers also literally disappears. And concurrently, the most mysterious 
of the Guardians, Starhawk-whose power is cosmic awareness (he is "one 
who knows") and who is a dual personality, sharing his spiritual and 
physical existence with a woman, Aleta-perceives here in the twentieth 
century an awesome menace that makes his "original urgent mission in this 
backward time [the search for Korvac] seem almost insignificant now." 
Starhawk / Aleta confronts this menace-the silent man whose look had 
seduced Carina, who calls himself"Michael," and who introduces himself 
as "the hope of the universe" -in a quiet suburban home. There Michael 
transforms himself into "the gleaming, god-like presence of the Enemy" 
and thoroughly defeats Starhawk before the Guardian can even warn 
anyone of his existence. During their battle Starhawk notes, "Your 
strength is divided, evil one-for you must shield your woman [Carina] 
from the flailing psychic savagery of our conflict!" But the Enemy reduces 
Starhawk to dust, boasting: "Even divided my power is supreme .... You 
are two who are one, and in this you find strength. . . . At the core of your 
being I will strike down your love, your life . . . your strength! . . . I 
never feared your power-but in the oneness of your love . . . in the 
union of your souls lay strength to shake the heavens." Then, to forestall 
any repercussions and thus to insure his existence will yet remain a secret, 
the Enemy reconstructs Starhawk, as he tells him, "molecule by 
molecule . . . exactly as you were-but henceforth, you will not 
remember this incident, nor the fact of my existence . . . and never again 
shall your senses perceive me! Go now-aid your friends in their petty 
'mission' in this era-reassure them that it is imperative."2 

In this and subsequent issues Starhawk does mislead the other 
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Guardians into continuing the apparent red herring of their vigil over 

young Astro (assuring them that in this way they will encounter Korvac). 

Avengers continue to disappear and Ms. Marvel-sensing that they are 

"headed into great danger"-offers to assist the remaining Avengers, who 

are trying to discover what has become of their vanished comrades. As the 

story continues, it becomes obvious that Carina too, like the Enemy 

Michael, now her lover, is more than what she had seemed. While the 

Enemy (who has all this time been subtly altering "the fabric of the cosmos" 

to prepare it for his "proprietorship") assures himself that his existence is 

still unsuspected by the great entities of the universe, Carina begins to 

establish mental contact with some distant being . . . but stops, pre

vented by her growing love for Michael from betraying him. Meanwhile, 

all but four of the remaining Avengers disappear. Those who are left 

succeed in tracing their missing partners, however, and follow the trail to a 

transdimensional space station maintained by a being called the Collector, 

who welcomes them with the words, "You, my hapless friends, have just 

completed my collection!"3 
But these last Avengers manage to defeat the Collector and free their 

captured comrades. The Collector, who notes, "I sense that my hour is at 

hand," then explains that he is one of the Elders of the universe, is cursed 

with the gift of prophecy, and had long foreseen that a dangerous power 

threatening universal destruction would eventually arise. He had for eons 

been collecting a sampling of the creatures of the universe to preserve them 

when, while kidnapping the Avengers as his last acquisitions, he finally 

"chose to interfere." Meanwhile, Carina confesses to the Enemy, who had 

sensed her attempted treachery but found in her heart only love, that she 

had taken human shape "in the image of his desire" to spy on him for her 

father-who had feared that, in his rash attempt to achieve universal 

sovereignty, the Enemy could cause a war between himself and the great 

powers of the cosmos that would obliterate all reality. Carina finally 

admits that her father is the Collector, just as the Collector acknowledges 

to the Avengers that he had commissioned his daughter to learn the 

Enemy's exact plans and to find in him some weakness. As Carina tearfully 

watches, the Enemy acts on her confession and disintegrates from afar 

her father-just as he is about to reveal to the Avengers the Enemy's true 

identity, by which, the Collector claims, he is already known to them.4 

Through an investigation of what remains of the space station, the 

Avengers discover that the Collector had also been the "mysterious force" 

that had earlier transported Thor through time and space, so that Thor 

could assist in battles and thus help assure that the "complete set" would be 

intact for the Collector's acquisition. The Avengers then return to Earth 

and begin to seek out the Enemy. Meanwhile, in an attempt to create 

between them a bond of oneness like that he had witnessed, destroyed, and 
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recreated in defeating Starhawk / Aleta, the Enemy merges his being with 
Carina's during coitus. Carina's history is revealed to the Enemy, and his to 
her, in the elaborate, dual flashback that ensues. The Enemy experiences 
Carina's memory of having been sent to spy on him and of the resulting 
"emotions she never sought ... emotions that caused her to waver when 
she should have betrayed her lover . . . and eventually caused her to 
betray her own father instead." Simultaneously, Carina discovers that 
Michael, the Enemy, had begun life as Korvac, a human who "had been 
turned into a living computer." She learns that on escaping to the twentieth 
century after his defeat at the hands of the Guardians, he had stumbled 
upon the star-sized command base of the supremely powerful being, Galac
tus. Seeking some means of revenge, Korvac, the machine-man, had 
plugged himself into Galactus' mammoth computers "only to find that 
knowledge is, indeed, power-and that he had underestimated the impact 
of absorbing knowledge as boundless as infinity! . . . He had begun to 
change . . . until at last he was neither man nor machine, but had become 
-a God!" He gave himself human form again and concluded, his evil 
having been obliterated with the influx of knowledge and reversion to 
manhood: "As a new-made god, his position was unique. As long as he 
concealed his presence from other near omnipotent beings he would be 
free to make subtle alterations in the fabric of reality, eventually taking 
control-and correcting the chaos, healing the injustice." After this 
merging, the Enemy informs Carina that, in seeking him, the Avengers 
have sought the help of Starhawk, "unaware that his senses can no longer 
perceive me! If they listen to him, they'll never find me!"5 

Ironically, the unknowingly reconstructed Starhawk asserts, when the 
Avengers tell him of the Enemy, "I still believe the true enemy is Korvac." 
But he reluctantly agrees to help with the search. Later, however, the 
Avengers are surprised that Starhawk has found "nothing," while several 
of them, each "with lesser psychic abilities, at least came up with bits and 
pieces" of clues, which they feed into their computer hoping to isolate a 
"common denominator." But the Enemy again remembers his battle with 
Starhawk and again assures Carina, "Starhawk can no longer, in any 
manner, perceive me! And as long as the others listen to him, there should 
be no danger." However, the Avenger's computers triangulate, without 
Starhawk's assistance, the point of origin of all the subtle cosmic distur
bances the others had noticed; and, while dubious, the Avengers go with 
Starhawk to the Enemy's Forest Hills Gardens home to investigate. None 
notice "the puzzlement in Starhawk's eyes, however," as the Enemy allows 
them to search his house. As the Enemy has now completely camouflaged 
his true nature, the results of the search are negative; and the Avengers, in 
consternation, are about to depart when Starhawk screams out, "Enough! 
I don't know what your game is, but no one makes a fool ofStarhawk! For 
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Avengers, 176, 26-27. Copyright © 1978 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence 
Industries Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

minutes you've been talking, probing, pretending to receive responses! But 
from whom? There's nobody there!" And the Avengers realize that they 
have found the one they seek-"the only being powerful enough" to have so 
fully deceived their most perceptive ally.6 

Saddened, the Enemy laments, "I was going to be-your savior! ... 
But you, with your stubborn determination to 'save' what you don't even 
comprehend, have discovered me-a revelation that, I know, will not go 
unnoticed! ... As the Collector predicted, the other deities will soon rally 
against me-and though I realize that I can no longer save the future-I 
can save myself. So let the war begin here! Now! And know you, Avengers, 
that you've brought this upon yourselves!" In the extremely one-sided 
battle that follows this pronouncement, the Enemy, who remarks, "I do 
this only for my beloved Carina's sake,'' kills nearly all the Avengers, the 
Guardians, and their allies. But in the midst of the slaughter, a psychically 
gifted "goddess" and erstwhile Avenger, Moondragon, "stands transfixed, 
her eyes suddenly widening with horror" and cries, "I alone understand! I 
alone! Yet ... there is nothing to be done! The hope is gone ... 
dead."7 

Relatively early in the melee, the Avengers hit on the tactic of fighting 
the invincible Enemy through capturing Carina, noting that "she is 
Michael's weak point." The Enemy is stunned that Carina makes no move 
to protect herself from capture, although he has endowed her with godlike 
powers in addition to those natural to her as an Elder. One of the Avengers 
even muses, "Strange . . . she's not even trying to break away! She seems 
terrified-but not of me! It's as if something inside was eating away at her!" 
Outraged, the Enemy himself saves Carina from capture and explains to 
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the falling Avengers as the battle rages: "Know this, as humble as you are, I 
would rather enter into death myself than slay you-were it not for Carina 
and what I have found with her! . . . How can I explain to you the essence 
of happiness? The meaning of love on a cosmic scale? Of all of you, only 
Starhawk could begin to understand-for it was from him and his beloved 
Aleta that I learned about the oneness two can possess! It is for Carina-for 
our love I fight! ... Our love must go on at any cost!" At the conclusion of 
the battle, however, a very few surviving Avengers rally and take the 
Enemy offguard with a last, suicidal attack: "In his moment of trial and 
pain, Michael casts his gaze towards Carina, his beloved. . . . Her father 
sent her to Michael's side, that she might betray him-but when the 
moment came, she was torn, for she had grown to love Michael. And so, 
she hesitated-and in that moment caused the end of her father's life! Now 
Michael reaches out to her . . . for love . . . for respite . . . for 
strength to go on. And though she loves him beyond all earthly ken, the 
panorama of bloodshed before her and the dark prospect of cosmic war 
ahead have wrought turmoil in her soul. She is torn . . . and she hesitates 
-and in that moment ends the life of her beloved," the Enemy, who 
realizes that the "oneness" he had thought he shared with her is an 
illusion, that he has nothing after all that is worth preserving through the 
vehicle of that cataclysmic war he had been prepared to wage only in the 
name of their love.s 

The last remaining Avengers decide, "It was not within our power to slay 
such a being! ... Yet, he abandoned life ... as if he suddenly had lost 
his reason to live!" They are about to guess that Carina is somehow respon
sible for Michael's suicide when she vehemently denies the as yet unspoken 
accusation and begins to obliterate them-in her anguish, guilt, and fury
with the same power the Enemy had wielded. When only Thor and 
Moondragon remain, Carina too commits suicide; and as she falls she 
reaches towards the Enemy but, in death, fails to touch his hand by only 
inches-graphically symbolizing the failure of the "oneness" of their love 
that alone had precipitated both their deaths. Finally, Moondragon 
explains to a puzzled Thor: "She wished only to die! I observed all! In the 
heat of battle I dared to walk the planes of Michael's mind! ... He was not 
evil, Thor! He sought not to rule us . . . nor even to interfere with our 
madness! He wished only to free us from the capricious whims of eternity! 
. . . When Carina doubted him, and his heart was broken, he reached out 
with his last strength to these who lay dying and restored them . . . even 
those who had passed beyond what mortals believe to be death! There was 
no longer need for us to die!" Then Moondragon commands both Thor and 
the still unconscious but restored Avengers and Guardians to forget the 
details of this tragic mistake and to remember only that they had gained a 
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great triumph; and, the only one to know the burdensome truth, she 
departs.9 

Even this partial plot outline leaves some of the more subtle intricacies 
of the plot's structure and the use of foreshadowing and irony less than 
obviously apparent. Actually, the three threads of the main plot-the 
riddle of Thor's previous appearances and the subsequent disappearances 
of the other Avengers, the Guardians' search for Korvac, and the fact of the 
Enemy's existence and nature of his relationship to Carina-are all 
introduced in episode one, which is merely an elaborate dramatic exposi
tion. All three plot threads are finally woven together in episode eight
when the Avengers discover that Thor too had previously been manipu
lated by the Collector, when it is revealed to Carina that Korvac is the 
Enemy, and when Starhawk is enlisted in the Avengers' effort to track him 
down. And while these plot threads are each developed further in episode 
two-with the disappearance of the first Avenger and the Enemy's crucial 
battle with Starhawk-it is the Enemy/ Starhawk conflict that completely 
in itself prepares through foreshadowing for both major climaxes (the 
Enemy's detection and self-destruction) which occur in episodes nine and 
ten, and for the startling, three-tiered denouement. Clearly, the seeds of his 
own detection are ironically sown when the Enemy, to protect his 
anonymity, reconstructs Starhawk with the alteration that Starhawk 
cannot perceive him, a detail of which we are specifically reminded twice 
more before the Enemy is identified precisely because Starhawk cannot 
perceive him. While this classic plot twist, resulting in the first climax, is 
especially satisfying due to its irony and artful simplicity, many of the 
accumulating elements of foreshadowing that conspire to prepare for the 
more problematical and even more ironic second climax are surprisingly 
complex and subtle. 

Basically, the Enemy again engineers his own downfall in trying to create 
between himself and Carina, and in placing so much importance on, that 
"oneness" he had "learned" from Starhawk / Aleta, only to discover that it 
does not truly exist for him. During their battle, Starhawk had been 
unknowingly prophetic in having told the Enemy that his "strength is 
divided" by his concern for Carina (just as the Avengers had later been 
ignorantly accurate in having guessed that "she is Michael's weak point"). 
And the Enemy had been similarly and ironically prophetic in acknowledg
ing to Starhawk /Aleta that "in the oneness of your love ... in the union 
of your souls lay strength to shake the heavens," as it is actually the strength 
of the mere idea of this oneness, not the strength of its reality, which he 
successfully circumvents, that destroys him. The concept of Carina as 
loving betrayer is first introduced at the moment we learn she is more than 
what she seems, when she fails to contact her father after she has spied on 
the Enemy; in fact, her ambivalence here is a double treachery, as she first 
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betrays her lover in attempting to contact her father and then betrays her 
father in not being able to follow through in her initial intention. 

This ambivalence, hesitancy due to divided loyalties, is Carina's fatal 
flaw. It is her final hesitation to fight in Michael's defense, because she 
doubts that their love is worth the waging of a cosmic war, that reveals to 
the Enemy that she is not truly at one with him. And just as the lacuna in 
Starhawk's perceptions is twice more alluded to after it is established, but 
prior to its emergence as the crucial plot device, so too is Carina's char
acteristic of fatal hesitation due to ambivalence reinforced, echoed, and 
then twice more specifically recalled before it too becomes the second 
major catalyst in this cunningly engineered plot. She mutely observes the 
Enemy destroy her father without warning him, a second hesitation that 
connects the already revealed trait of ambivalence to the effect of fatality. 
And the reader is twice reminded of both the first and second failures to 
act-once during the Enemy's and Carina's merging and again (at the 
moment of her fourth and final failure to act) during the remaining 
Avengers' last suicidal assault. The echo of Carina's fatal flaw occurs 
earlier in the battle when she does not defend herself from capture (her 
third failure to act), which is also a hesitation due to ambivalence and 
which immediately precedes and, in fact, prompts the Enemy's explanation 
that only the oneness of his love makes this and the prospect of future 
carnage and death worthwhile. 

Finally, all the aspects of the denouement-which, like the second 
climax, is not the deus ex machina (excuse the pun) it at first appears to 
be-are also foreshadowed in the initial Starhawk / Enemy encounter. 
That the Enemy was not evil after all but was, indeed, "the hope of the 
universe" is suggested when Michael first introduces himself as such to 
Starhawk / Aleta as well as when he later repeatedly claims to want only 
peace, when Carina discovers that his metamorphosis had transformed his 
evil into an altruistic desire to heal the cosmos, and when he sadly 
announces to the Avengers that he had meant to be their "savior." (That 
Moondragon had discovered this truth is foreshadowed in her then 
unexplained tears and horror at the beginning of the battle.) That nearly all 
the Avengers should be killed is foretold in Starhawk's initial pulverization 
as well as in Ms. Marvel's precognition that they are "headed into great 
danger ... a grisly battle under death's own shadow!" That the Avengers 
and Guardians would be resurrected from death by the Enemy is prepared 
for by the Enemy's initial resurrection of Starhawk as well as by an earlier 
statement that he "holds no enmity towards the Avengers, and it would be a 
pity indeed to destroy them."IO And the Enemy's act of erasing any memory 
of their encounter from Starhawk's mind finds its concluding echo in 
Moondragon's erasing the memory of the circumstances behind their 
"victory" from the minds of the Guardians and Avengers. 
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Avengers, 177, 31. Copyright© 1978 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence Industries 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

This simplified analysis shows that comics can be used to demonstrate 
the concepts of plot structure, climax and resolution, and the distinction 
between plot and story, as well as providing an example of the use of fore
shadowing. These issues of The Avengers also use subplots to echo and 
foreshadow elements of the main plot. In this story-line, as in Marvel 
Comics in general, there are two types of subplots: those that take a great 
deal of time to resolve and progress more slowly than the main plot, and 
those that are wrapped up in one or two issues. While the former of these 
is an artistic elaboration that primarily contributes to a title's ongoing 
continuity, the latter is a structural necessity if a main plot is going to 
occupy ten issues or so before arriving at its climax, for some sort of climax 
is necessary in almost every issue of a series title to sustain it month from 
month. Many of those subplots that transcend the limits of this story 
involve character development and conflicts. For example, since he had 
recently rejoined the Avengers fifteen issues prior to the beginning of this 
story-line, Wonder-Man, who had long since been slain and then 
mysteriously raised from the dead by voodoo, has had a morbid fear of 
dying again and has habitually doubted his courage in the face of danger. 
Fear of death and cowardice plague him throughout this plot, and he only 
finally resolves these fears, just to be killed and resurrected again, in acting 
courageously during the final battle with the Enemy. 11 

Throughout this story a conflict simmers between Iron Man, the present 
Avengers' chairperson, and Captain America, former chairperson, who 
feels that Iron Man is careless, indecisive, and takes his responsibilities 
too lightly. The ill will results early in the story in a violent confrontation 
between the two, both of whom (like Wonder-Man) are oppressed by self
doubt. Meanwhile, another conflict has long been brewing between 
Quicksilver, a mutant member of the Avengers, and the Vision, an android 
member who has married Quicksilver's sister, the Scarlet Witch, another 
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mutant. Quicksilver is prejudiced (somewhat ironically) against the Vision 
because the latter is not human, a technicality that is a sore point with the 
android. Finally, the Avengers run afoul of Peter Gyrich, agent of the 
National Security Council in charge of Avengers' special privileges; Gyrich 
concludes that the Avengers are a security risk and hampers their activites 
by re\ ')king their security clearances and other prerogatives. As one result 
among others, the Avengers rather absurdly arrive at their suburban 
confrontation with the Enemy via a commandeered MT A bus. All this 
self-doubt, dissension, and harassment, of course, serves to establish the 
tone of impending disaster that suffuses these episodes and that culminates 
in the Avengers being the unwitting vehicles of their potential savior's 
death. 12 

Also in the midst of the Enemy story-line, one intermittently reappearing 
plot (as well as two transitory subplots) is resolved and yet another main 
plot is begun. For quite some time the Avengers have been trying to contain 
the menace of Ultron, a renegade super-robot one of them had once con
structed. (This time it is the Avengers who engineer their own difficulties.) 
In one issue, Ultron summons to him his robot bride, Jocasta, who had 
been inactive and in the possession of the Avengers, who follow her into an 
ambush sprung in a Catholic convent. However, it is Ultron who is finally 
demolished, in part by Jocasta's divided loyalties and consequent betrayal. 
Of course, this is but a prefiguration of the Enemy's relationship with 
Carina that has been worked into the subplot Gust as Wonder-Man's 
pathological fear of death for twenty-five issues likewise foreshadows the 
coming slaughter). After he has seemingly defeated the Avengers, Ultron is 
told by Jocasta, "Though I desire with all my being to be one with you . . . 
I would first slay us both! I love you ... and yet I know what you are! I 

Avengers, 116, 22. Copyright <I:> 1978 Marvel Comics Group, a division of Cadence Industries 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
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must end your evil despite my desires!" In fact, the entire war Ultron wages 
here with the Avengers is an early echo of the climatic Enemy/ Avengers 
conflict, not only in that Ultron too is apparently invincible, even in the 
face of a similar combined assault, and is only destroyed after his "bride" 
betrays him, but also in that the Avengers must first find him before they 
can fight him and that, in this battle too, Wonder-Man similarly (but 
temporarily) manages to overcome his fear and to act. Finally, a future 
story-line is foreshadowed by a brief vignette of a "silent old man who sits 
. . . meticulously carving a wooden image . . . an old man whose hidden 
eyes reflect the turbulence of gathering clouds-and give promise of a 
tempest soon to erupt" -just as the three mysterious and unexplained 
appearances of Thor that had preceded irhad heralded the beginning of the 
Enemy story-line.13 

Particularly striking is this brief vignette's use of metaphor to announce 
that its purpose is to foreshadow future difficulties for the Avengers. The 
Enemy later employs another apt metaphor to good effect in explaining to 
the Avengers one result of their having discovered him. He notes: "Eternity 
himself, the cosmic entity whose body is the very universe, has now 
detected me. Like a virus, to which a human body may eventually succumb, 
I was a mote unknown to eternity to which he might fall. Now he will 
resist." Earlier in the story, Iron Man, who has a gift for metaphor, "speaks 
words as cold and hard as the glittering armor he wears" in explaining that 
the vanishing Avengers are "popping out like soap bubbles ... disap
pearing faster than snowballs on a Miami sidewalk." And later, after the 
Collector (whom he terms a "Galactic Noah") has been disintegrated, Iron 
Man notes that the Avengers are "fleas compared to a being-who can kill 
a god!"14 

And there is at least one other revealing use of graphic symbolism in 
these issues-aside from the dying Carina's final failure to grasp the 
already dead Michael's outstretched hand. Psychologically, the seeds of 
the means of Michael/ Korvac / the Enemy's self-destruction were sown 
long before he had ever met Carina, decades before, when he had been 
initially transformed into a machine-man, half human and half computer; 
for it was his lower half that had been the computer consol, cruelly depriv
ing Korvac of his sexuality-"a circumstance that had twisted his mind, 
and filled his heart with a lust for power." Thus it was only to be expected 
that, when he had willfully regained a human form after becoming a god as 
a result of"plugging his tri-pronged electronic probe" into Galactus' com
puter output terminal, he would seek to take "as one of his comforts" a 
woman, Carina, and would place such overwhelming and tragic impor
tance on their love and its "oneness." While the fact that Korvac absorbs his 
godhood through his "tri-pronged electronic probe," itself an obvious 
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phallic substitute, probably could stand considerable looking into, it is 
more to the point to note the thrusting phallic symbol that obtrudes from 
Galactus' space station in the panel that depicts Korvac attaining again a 
human form. The huge metal phallus here boldly represents the human 
genitalia that are coyly obscured by the vapors accompanying the trans
formation-and subliminally suggest to the reader just what Korvac is 
regaining in regaining his manhood. Significantly, this entire flashback 
occurs during the occasion of Michael's and Carina's "merging totally for 
the first time."15 

Of course, it is ironic that Korvac's triumph-in having attained at once 
both his new, godlike powers and the humanity of which he had been 
deprived-should thus be the circumstance that ultimately precipitates 
his self-inflicted defeat; but this plot abounds with ironies both trivial and 
pivotal. Numerous tangential, even playful ironies embellish the more 
significant ones. For example, the first of the Avengers to disappear, an 
unwilling refugee in our time from the nineteenth century, laments, "I don't 
have much choice but to stick arou-" at the instant he vanishes; and 
through his encounter with the Collector he is finally and gratefully 
returned to his own era. Similarly, the second Avenger to be snatched, 
Quicksilver, is telling a wife (who worries that his remaining with her 
"confines your spirit") that "you know I would never le-" the moment he 
too disappears.16 

And these episodes contain much comic relief that depends on ironic 
juxtaposition for its effect. Not only is it ironic that the mighty Avengers 
must arrive at the Enemy's stronghold via a hijacked city bus, but that 
their most powerful foe, a threat to the continued existence of reality, 
actually resides in the suburbs and sports a wardrobe that seems to consist 
exclusively of tee-shirts and jogging shorts is also absurdly incongruous. 
When the commuters are thrown off the bus, one threatens to complain to 
Ann Landers; and on observing the Avengers' arrival, the lawn-tending 
suburbanites of Forest Hills Gardens fear that this portends imminent 
property damage, just when the mortgage has almost been paid off-until 
one of them hypothesizes that "they're probably just here to open a 
7-Eleven or something." An even more gratuitous instance of comic relief 
involves Mack and Meyer, two furniture movers who-a cross between 
Laurel and Hardy, Norton and Cramden-deliver the crated and as yet 
deactivated Jocasta to Avengers' mansion. Mack fears the motionless 
robot, while nonchalant Meyer-who is unimpressed because he "moved 
Neil Sedaka's pianer once, y'know," feels that "yer Avengers are people just 
da same as us, 'cept for youse dat's gods an' androids an' what have ya," 
and, moreover, figures that "[ya] seen one [tin lady], ya seen 'em all"
accuses him of being "scared of the stachoos in the park, too" and advises 
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him to "stifle yerself an' push." Of course, their reactions are much more 
identical when Jocasta awakens and bursts from her crate.11 

The various subplots also contain their ironies; for instance, the incident 
that first provokes Captain America's feud with Iron Man: the Avengers 
are summoned to rescue a space station that is threatened by the sudden 
appearance in its orbit of the Guardians' huge space-timecraft, but they 
must wait on Earth until a tardy Iron Man arrives to lead them. Iron Man 
is late, however, because he was already on board the space station in the 
guise of his alter ego, Tony Stark, when the crisis materialized, and he can 
thus offer no justification for his seeming dereliction of duty without 
jeopardizing the secret of his civilian identity. That Wonder-Man should 
finally resolve his fear of death only to be immediately slain once more and 
again resurrected is also ironic. Other subsidiary ironies include the fact 
that the Enemy, who gained his godhood from Galactus' computers, is 
finally located by the Avengers' computers, and the fact that the 
Guardians actually do save young Astro from death (being accidently 
crushed by a runaway freight truck) during their misguided vigil to protect 
him, although he never is threatened by Korvac.1s 

It is an attendant irony that Starhawk should dissuade the Guardians 
from searching for Korvac although he will later reluctantly be drawn into 
the Avengers' hunt for the Enemy, who is only the same old villain in a 
different metamorphosis and whom Starhawk should have been seeking all 
along. It is doubly ironic that the reconstructed Starhawk should later, 
although he knows not the literal truth (nor the ultimate falsehood) of his 
words, assert both that "the only enemy is Korvac" and that "the true 
enemy is Korvac." With similar irony both Starhawk and, much later, the 
Avengers guess, in ignorance of the full truth of their surmise, that the 
Enemy's weakness is Carina.19 

And it is an ironic echo of his first having defeated Starhawk through 
having crushed Aleta that the Enemy is defeated through Carina. It is a 
further irony that Carina should only finally use her powers to avenge her 
lover's death, when it is too late, as the Enemy had abandoned life precisely 
as a result of her having twice previously refrained from using them to save 
either herself or him. And, in reference to having earlier caused her father's 
death through her inaction, Carina tells the Enemy she would "do it 
again,"20 little guessing how ironically prophetic her words would be. It is a 
related irony that the Collector does not discover a weakness in the Enemy, 
as he had hoped to do, by sending his daughter to spy on him-but had 
instead inadvertently planted there the Enemy's fatal weakness and his own 
as well in the person of Carina. And in making the Avengers aware of the 
Enemy's existence through having bungled his attempt to acquire them, the 
Collector very nearly precipitates the very "cosmic war" (which the Enemy 
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is ironically prepared to wage in the name of "love") that he so fears-and 
from which he had been trying to preserve them in the first place. 

Of course, the monumental plot irony here is that the Enemy, through 
the initial victory of defeating Starhawk, only doubly ensures his own 
downfall: once, as he is detected because Starhawk cannot perceive him, a 
precaution he had taken specifically to avoid discovery, and again, as he 
dies the victim of the failure of his tragically misconstrued love. However, 
the overshadowing irony of this daring plot is that the Enemy is not a villain 
at all-and in having set in motion and furthered the events that ultimately 
result in his self-destruction, all the other characters unknowingly precipi
tate the doom of their potential "savior." 
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Science Fiction: 
The Urgency of Style 

RICHARD LAW 

• An extraordinary novel by one of today's most distinguished writers 
begins like this: "I'll make my report as if I told a story, for I was taught as a 
child on my homeworld that Truth is a matter of the Imagination. The 
soundest fact may fail or prevail in the style of its telling."1 This initial 
emphasis on the efficacy of style is certainly germane to The Left Hand of 
Darkness since the novel addresses questions of human communication 
and compatibility. Of course, every novel or story by Ursula Le Guin re
confirms her dedication to style. And to be recognized as a master stylist in 
science fiction is more noteworthy now, I believe, than twenty or thirty 
years ago. This is by reason of the flourishing state of the art and the 
number of science fiction writers today who are acutely sensitive to the 
beauty of the word. 

Obviously, writers have always been concerned with style, with how they 
get their stories into words. So the ascendance of style today, the many 
authors who are accomplished wordsmiths, does not mean that vintage 
science fiction writers were indifferent to style. Nor does it mean that basic 
elements of fiction, such as action, adventure, romance, or technological 
concepts and devices no longer obtain. In fact, plots, situations, character 
types, and themes or motifs are archetypal in science fiction just as they are 
in mainstream literature. Archetypal elements are permanent, timeless. 
Variations are played on them, and they are camouflaged in many ways. 
But the basic questions forever animate science fiction and all other im
aginative writing: What happens in this imitation? To whom? When? 

Extrapolation, Vol. 22, No. 4 
0014-5483/81/0224-0002 $1.00/0 
Copyright© 1981 by The Kent State University Press 

325 



Richard Law 

Where? How and Why? Style or verbal artistry does not supersede action 
or character or setting. Style is inseparable from form or substance (al
though for critical analysis the organic nature of a piece of literature often 
is deferred while particular parts or elements are scrutinized). Style en
hances the imitation because it affects the reader as a story or novel flows 
into his or her mind. 

Style is vital because it stirs our sensibility. A writer's style arouses or 
expands our capacity for sensation, for feeling the imaginary or vicarious 
experience that a piece of fiction presents. Style makes the game of make
believe between writer and reader more vivid, graphic, sensuous, lively, and 
consequently more engaging. I do not mean to separate feelings and imagi
nation from thoughts and intellect, although it is true that fictional dis
course flows indirectly into the mind. That is, it energizes the imagination 
instead of arguing or appealing straight to the reader's judgment. Who 
would dispute Robert Scholes's statement that the ideal story affords "the 
greatest pleasure that fiction provides: sublimation and cognition"?2 Sure
ly, if a science fiction piece is rich in ideas and also has latent emotional or 
affective power, it will work right if the writer's style fuses and releases the 
thought and feeling. Many years ago, T. S. Eliot put it like this, defining the 
verbal mastery of early seventeenth-century English dramatic poets: they 
had "a direct sensuous apprehension of thought, a recreation of thought 
into feeling."3 In science fiction, too, it is style that concentrates thought 
and feeling so that we receive "a direct sensuous apprehension of thought." 

Perhaps this topic should be called "the urgency of stylistic analysis." 
Obviously, style is inevitable-whether fair or poor. But my thesis, or the 
main tenet in it, is this: that because of the consummate artistry of many 
science fiction writers, we owe it to them to attend to their style, and for us 
the reward will be to intensify our aesthetic pleasure. So, out of considera
tion for good writers and also in order to pursue the reading-pleasure prin
ciple, we ought to concentrate on stylistic analysis. And we who teach 
should instill a similar concern in our students. Judging by students in my 
science fiction classes, the popular conception of the genre is fostered by 
movies and television and random memories of children's adventure and 
fantasy books. Most students are pleasantly surprised to find that science 
fiction is literary and artful; in fact, they are delighted to learn that quality 
science fiction is every bit as mature and sophisticated as excellent main
stream writing. (To me this is more important than the fact that science 
fiction is more relevant than most other genres.) It is stylistic analysis, 
primarily, that induces the students' cultivation of reading taste and critical 
judgment. And in the long run, better readers will enlarge the special au
dience that science fiction writers rely upon. 

From the standpoint of literary criticism, there is another important-if 
not urgent-reason for sharpening our own internal analyses. I am with all 
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those readers who acknowledge the accuracy of this impression, which is 
put most unequivocally by Joanna Russ: science fiction is "explicitly, de
liberately, and baldly didactic."4 Truly, science fiction does instruct or in
form us about ourselves and the world. It tells us something new, or it 
presents old truths in forms that make them seem new or original. Who 
would doubt that a patently didactic form of literature had better be writ
ten in fine style? For a handy analogy, think for a minute of some teacher or 
lecturer who once taught you and was fascinating, even captivating. Now 
think of another teacher who was tedious or wearisome. Both of them 
could be eminent scholars, and both could have communicated valuable 
notes. What was the difference between the bewitching teacher and the 
boring one? Style comes to mind, does it not? I give you this syllogism: 
discourse of whatever kind which is homiletic or didactic needs persuasive 
or pleasing style to succeed. Science fiction characteristically is didactic 
and, therefore, needs a pleasing style. Here is Alexander Pope on the need 
to harmonize substance and style: 

Men must be taught as if you taught them not, 
And things unknown proposed as things forgot. 
Without Good Breeding, truth is disapproved; 
That only makes superior sense beloved.5 

This neoclassical passage surely recalls the judgment made by the narrator 
of The Left Hand of Darkness: "The soundest fact may fail or prevail in the 
style of its telling." 

And yet it should not appear that the didactic mode, being especially 
dependent on superior style, therefore handicaps science fiction. The di
dactic is not defective; categorically, it is not an inferior mode. And also, 
although science fiction overtly and unabashedly registers reactions to 
technology, science, the social sciences, and human behavior and values, 
the didactic mode nonetheless is not peculiar to it. One needs only to recall 
Greek drama for evidence. You may remember the chorus, as well as the 
tragic hero and the oracles and prophets, repeatedly admonishing people 
or declaring the significance of things. What about Shakespeare and other 
Elizabethan playwrights with their soliloquies and sententious passages? 
And great novelists like Fielding or Dickens or Hawthorne or Faulkner? 
All are critics or reformers to some degree. They reflect moral judgments of 
human conduct and react to major issues of their times. Let us agree then 
that science fiction writers certainly are not at fault in addressing them
selves to social questions or technological problems and consequences. 
What matters to the sensitive and discriminating reader or critic is how 
eloquently or subtly or adroitly writers convey their impressions or com
ments. Again, the preeminent factor inducing our critical reaction is style
the way the science fiction writer articulates his or her vision. Whether we 
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like or dislike a writer's evident thesis or the subject matter in the story or 
novel, we still appreciate the work if it is written well. All other considera
tions notwithstanding, the writer's complex of words and phrases, his or 
her verbal expression, furnishes reading pleasure if it gives clarity and elo
quence to the imitation. And besides furnishing aesthetic enjoyment, style 
serves the crucial strategic function of influencing our impression, even our 
interpretation, of the story or novel. We assimilate a text largely according 
to how its style of expression affects us. It is not much of an exaggeration to 
judge that what is presented in a narrative is no more important during the 
reading experience than how it is presented. 

Admittedly, there is no supreme method of stylistic analysis-any more 
than there is a single correct interpretation of a story. Analysis, interpreta
tion, and evaluation are all flexible registers, partly of the work being read 
and partly of the reader's subjective reactions to it. But there are certain 
general areas on which we can agree to construct our interpretations or 
analyses. For instance, we can clarify some impressions of style and its 
influence by comparing these parts of a text: the narration (the story-telling 
passages); the description (for example, what places and people look like or 
how something operates); the dialogue (what the characters say, just like 
actors in a play); and the commentary (the author's, the fictitious narra
tor's, or a key character's expressed judgments and reflections). The com
mentary obviously provides the main didactic thrust of a story or novel. 
How a reading is influenced by stylistic relationships between narration, 
description, commentary, and dialogue can be illustrated briefly with ex
cerpts from Tom Godwin's "The Cold Equations" (1954), a story that 
James Gunn calls "the touchstone for hard-core science fiction."6 

First, the narrative begins with the matter-of-fact declaration: "He was 
not alone. There was nothing to indicate the fact but the white hand of the 
tiny gauge on the board before him. . . . There was something in the 
supplies closet across the room, it was saying, some kind of a body that 
radiated heat."7 Before the stowaway appears, there are several paragraphs 
of narration and commentary which assure us that doom is inescapable. 
For example, "It was too late .... The stowaway had signed his own 
death warrant when he concealed himself on the ship" (p. 545). But then 
Marilyn Lee Cross, just a teenager, comes out of hiding and unconcernedly 
says: "All right-I give up. Now.what? ... I'm guilty, so what happens to 
me now? Do I pay a fine, or what?'' (p. 546). 

Coming after several paragraphs that are very grave in tone, Marilyn's 
frivolous, flippant questions produce an unseemliness that underscores a 
pathetic ignorance of her position. As the truth dawns, her lines become 
childishly defensive: "They're waiting for you to kill me, aren't they? They 
want me dead, don't they? You and everybody on the cruiser wants me 
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dead, don't you? . . . Everybody wants me dead and I didn't do anything. 
I didn't hurt anyone-I only wanted to see my brother" (p. 552). The futility 
of her protest is emphasized by the pilot's technical explanation of precisely 
why Marilyn must be disposed of. Whether we judge her thoughts and 
words to be innocent and appealing or uncomfortably jejune, the point is 
that her pathetic lamenting registers true-to-life feelings that the ship's pi
lot, Barton, and also the readers respond to. 

There are other stylistic signals. Colliding with the sentimentally de
signed dialogue between Marilyn and Barton is the completely dispassion
ate physics formula and comment: "A second physical law had decreed: h 
amount of fuel will not power an EDS with a mass ofm plus x safely to its 
destination. EDS's obeyed only physical laws and no amount of human 
sympathy for her could alter the second law" (p. 556, italics Godwin's). The 
laws are mentioned again in the story, and their inflexibility is also repre
sented by the instruments that seem to be working against Marilyn, such as 
the temperature gauge that detects her, the computers that determine how 
long she can remain on the ship, and the air lock (with lever-controlled 
doors) that ejects her. 

The story articulates a lachrymose personal drama within a vast system 
that is totally indifferent to human feelings. Without some kind of relief, 
this dead-end dramatic narrative could lose its hold on readers. But God
win makes a rhetorical shift that transforms an isolated sad episode into a 
parable about fate-the same inexorable fate that is magnified by Sopho
cles in Oedipus the King and Antigone. Although not so profound as clas
sical tragedy, "The Cold Equations" briefly evokes grand tragic signifi
cance, thanks to Tom Godwin's wholly authoritative rhetoric. Read, for 
instance, his judgment of the tornado that struck the survey team's camp 
on the planet Woden: "But for all its deadliness, it had destroyed with 
neither malice nor intent. It had been a blind and mindless force, obeying 
the laws of nature, and it would have followed the same course' with the 
same fury had men never existed" (p. 559). This pessimistic determinism 
echoes, as it were, Thomas Hardy's, and it is followed by a distinct, explicit 
directive to ponder with feeling the implacable cosmos: "The men of the 
frontier had long ago learned the bitter futility of cursing the forces that 
would destroy them for the forces were blind and deaf ... laws that knew 
neither hatred nor compassion. The men of the frontier knew-but how 
was a girl from Earth to fully understand? ... To Barton and her brother 
and parents she was a sweet-faced girl in her teens; to the laws of nature she 
was x, the unwanted factor in a cold equation" (p. 559). This sentence fuses 
the imcompatible elements of human feeling and perception and the indif
ferent operations of the physical universe. And later, to assure that we will 
not be unaffected by Marilyn's awful doom, Godwin describes her imagin-
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ing herself with "insides all ruptured and exploded and lungs out between 
[her] teeth" (p. 565). We admire her when she enters the air lock bravely 

and says her very last words, "I'm ready." Barton, too, envisions the conse

quences of jettisoning Marilyn. Her view is gruesome; his is haunting: 

"Something shapeless and ugly was hurrying ahead of him, going to W od

en where its brother was waiting through the night" (p. 569). Observe that 
Marilyn now is referred to by the pronoun "its." 

Godwin's style, especially the contrast between dialogue that reminds us 

of adolescent disillusionment-and the authorial narration with commen

tary so decisive-intensifies the imitation of human confrontation with in

scrutable destiny. One more note: it is not coincidental that Marilyn's 

crushed remains are "hurrying ahead to Woden." Woden is the name of the 

Scandinavian deity, father of the world and ruler of gods and men. This is 

another sign of the story's emphasis on dominant male figures. Also, Wod
en is symbolic in a way similar to the classical god, Zeus, when Antigone is 

sealed in her destined tomb-after she had defied Creon by giving her 

brother burial rites. "The Cold Equations" memorably projects Tom God
win's vision of tragedy. 

For another view of stylistic analysis, a splendid example is the 1972 

Nebula award story, "When It Changed," by Joanna Russ. In this case, 

narration, commentary, and dialogue are consistent rather than in con
trast. The technical control is the first-person point of view. The main char

acter, Janet, herself tells the story, and her style governs the effects and also 

registers her values and fears by means of the confessional mode, which 

preserves intimacy and poignancy. 
After a plague had annihilated the male population on Whileaway six 

hundred years in the past, the surviving women adapted capably and 

learned to merge ova for propagation. Janet and Katy and their offspring 

belong to a self-reliant, versatile female generation that conducts a progres

sive society characterized by orderly domestic and public affairs. But when 
four men from Earth arrive to declare Earth's intention to begin colonizing 

Whileaway, Janet concludes, "All good things must come to an end."8 Yet 

the story is more troubling than this understandable regret over the loss of a 

chosen way oflife. It is a metaphor about human conflict, about inevitable 

power struggles that have to end always with winners and with losers. 
Janet's reflections in the story are like the presentiments of the classical 

Cassandra. 
Insistently, power is on Janet's mind. She is thrilled by Katy's daredevil 

driving at 120 kilometers over twisting roads. She assumes that her twelve
year-old daughter asleep is dreaming "of love and war" (p. 577). She fore

sees that the girl some day soon will assert herself by killing a cougar or a 

bear in raw combat. Janet herself is proud of having fought three duels to 
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the death. She has misgivings because Katy will not handle firearms. Re
garding the suspicious politician, Phyllis Helgason Spet, Janet calmly re
solves "someday" to kill her. 

With power as such a prominent criterion, Janet at age thirty-four and 
sensing the coming of men to Whileaway, confesses, "I am afraid of far, far 
too much. I'm getting old" (p. 577). She observes how much bigger and 
broader the four men are: "I can only say they were apes with human faces" 
(p. 578). She recognizes that they are naturally presumptuous and domi
neering. During the uncomfortable conversation with the arrogant leader 
(who either does not know or does not care how insulting he is), Janet 
reflects on his bearing and reveals her own fear of being displaced: "He 
went on, low and urbane, not mocking me, I think, but with the self
confidence of someone who has always had money and strength to spare, 
who doesn't know what it is to be second-class or provincial. Which is very 
odd, because the day before, I would have said that was an exact descrip
tion of me" (p. 582). Her being made to "feel small" by these men is called a 
"neurotic reaction," and this may be true. But Janet's temporary humilia
tion, her acute insecurity, her chagrin, and above all, her fears for herself 
and Katy and their daughters are produced by accurate perceptions of the 
state of affairs that will most likely prevail once the men migrate to While
away. Significantly, Janet's view that the women will be "cheated of their 
full humanity" is diametrically opposite the male leader's view: "You know 
it intellectually, of course. There is only half a species here. Men must come 
back to Whileaway" (p. 583). So here is the question that is made inescap
able and disturbing by means of Janet's nervous reflections: if men and 
women live together as a complete species, must it be at the expense of the 
equal rights and dignity of women? 

To me, the evidence in the story, especially the men's manner and ex
pressed views, validates the reactions of Janet (which does not imply that 
any other person's reactions would be unsound). Observe, too, that Katy, 
who is averse to using firearms, had been so provoked by the male leader 
that she aims a rifle at him. Janet prevents the homicide and immediately 
afterwards confesses what could be the most unanswerable meditation in 
the story: "Katy was right, of course; we should have burned them down 
where they stood. Men are coming to Whileaway. When one culture has the 
big guns and the other has none, there is a certain predictability about the 
outcome" (p. 583). It seems that, at this moment, the Whileaway episode 
signifies both the issue of equality between the sexes and the comprehensive 
Hobbesian theme of the dismal history of tribes and city-states, kingdoms 
and nation-states: "When one culture has the big guns and the other has 
none, there is a certain predictability about the outcome." 

Janet's final thoughts bring "When It Changed" to its melancholy con-
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clusion: "What's around the corner now is a duel so big that I don't think I 
have the guts for it. . . . Take my life but don't take away the meaning of 
my life" (pp. 584-85). Janet has the bravery and dignity, and also the legiti
mate fears, such as those exhibited by the noble victims in Euripides' "The 
Trojan Women"-and like that tragedy, Joanna Russ's story as told by the 
disheartened realist, Janet, raises somber reflections on the fundamental 
nature of humankind. 

I propose thatJanet's style is the key to the power of "When It Changed." 
Her meditative or confessional rendition manifests absolute conviction 
and honest feelings. She reveals her pride in combat, respect for sheer pow
er, even a tendency to violence-along with her nervous misgivings. Her 
demonstrated prowess and leadership, along with her accurate observa
tions and clear convincing pronouncements, make Janet impressive. We 
trust her word. Consequently, the insecurity and fears she experiences, and 
her near resignation to the inevitable end of independence, elicit our sym
pathy. We also regret what she foresees. Her perception of a competitive, 
combative, potentially violent human system in which there always will be 
winners and losers, masters and subordinates, is a concept for her melan
choly reflection, and ours. Janet's lucid, yet apprehensive, pessimistic dis
course is moving. By means of the complex narrator, Joanna Russ's story 
does indeed produce "a direct sensuous apprehension of thought, a recrea
tion of thought into feeling." 

Before concluding, I would like to offer one more example, very briefly, 
of the efficacy of style, returning to The Left Hand of Darkness. The first 
four thousand words or so of Genly Ai's report describe the parade where 
Ai met Estraven and conversed with him and then with Tibe, the insipid 
and deceitful cousin of the king. The main impression made by narration, 
description, and dialogue is that Genly Ai is an alien in a land that is eccent
ric, sinister, paranoid, latently savage, and generally unpredictable and 
threatening. Subsequently, Ai meets privately with Estraven in the "Corner 
Red Dwelling" that has a gruesome past history. Estraven tells him that 
from now on Genly Ai is on his own as a foreign ambassador and that the 
king of Karhide regards him as a threat. 

In order to reinforce the whole effect of the parade scene and the private
meeting scene, the text includes a clear, straightforward summary by Genly 
Ai. It serves to intensify his sense of danger and to transmit it to us affective
ly. See how precisely he describes the situation and his distinct perception 
of it: "There had been a servant to attend our meal, but Karhiders, having 
no institutions of slavery or personal bondage, hire services not people, and 
the servants had all gone off to their own homes by now. Such a man as 
Estraven must have guards about him somewhere, for assassination is a 
lively institution in Karhide, but I had seen no guard, heard none. We were 
alone."9 

332 



The Urgency of Style 

The next sentence begins with "I was alone." The pronoun shift from 
"We" to "I" stresses the narrator's isolation even from Estraven. Genly Ai's 
assessment has a built-in dramatic structure with rising action as it moves 
from the singular pronoun to the final term, "alien world." He relates, "I 
was alone, with a stranger, inside the walls of a dark palace, in a strange 
snow-changed city, in the heart of the Ice Age of an alien world." The 
deliberate series of phrases has incremental force. Genly Ai's exact declara
tion, directional and unrelenting, transmits his sense of absolute strange
ness, confinement, darkness, and icy cold. This climactic commentary 
draws us into the account so that we not only see Genly Ai as a character in 
the dramatic narrative but also share his feelings, just as we would if he 
were genuinely confiding his experiences to us. Genly Ai's style makes our 
reading more responsive. 

Acknowledging the goodly number of expert stylists writing science fic
tion these days, we owe it to them and to ourselves to heighten our aware
ness of style. Science fiction short stories and novellas, and many novels, 
can withstand rigorous internal analysis. By applying ourselves to deliber
ate stylistic analysis, we will gain a more extensive and accurate compre
hension of the beauty, the complexity, the subtlety of the fine works of 
science fiction. Conscientious consideration of how writers employ lan
guage artfully in narration, description, commentary, and dialogue will 
enrich our imaginative reading. Sensitivity to the style of a science fiction 
piece will enhance our perceptions and understanding and, equally impor
tant, our feelings. The style of fictional discourse, the way the story is told, 
critically affects every reader's impressions and reactions. 
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Pasts That Might Have Been: 
An Annotated Bibliography of 
Alternate History 

BARTON C. HACKER AND GORDON B. CHAMBERLAIN 

• All of us have sometimes wondered what might have happened if we had 
made some choice other than we did in our past lives. Only a small step 
divides that kind of personal speculation from questions about the possible 
alternative outcomes oflarger historical events. Over the past four decades, 
science fiction has offered a congenial milieu for plumbing pasts that might 
have been, but such speculations antedate the rise of the genre and many 
still find other outlets. Much of it is by popular historians and belletrists. 
Most professional historians scorn speculation-what sources can be 
adduced for an event that never happened?-but some do it anyway, 
although more likely than not in essays published nonprofessionally. In 
recent years, the growing use of science fiction in the classroom has also 
touched history, prompting suggestions that students might benefit from, 
as well as enjoy, thinking about past choices and paths not taken. And a 
new school of economic historians, practitioners of what has sometimes 
been called "cliometrics," has tried to raise "counterfactual hypotheses" -
history that did not happen-to the status of a valid and useful tool in the 
quantitative analysis of historical data. Not surprisingly, this effort has 
provoked controversy among both historians and philosophers of history. 
Although all these groups-science fiction writers, belletrists, cliometri
cians-have treated alternative pasts, none seem to know much about the 
others, and indeed they might not care if they did. Yet few will deny the 
intrinsic fascination in speculating about pasts that might have been, and a 
bibliography that spans the several discrete areas may have some value in 
its own right. 
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Our coverage of the cliometric literature is intended to be suggestive 
rather than comprehensive. Although little more than two decades old, the 
field has grown very large and much of the work is so technical that its 
value for our purposes becomes obscure. We have, however, made a special 
point of listing several up-to-date and well-documented surveys, which 
should serve to guide the interested reader to works we have not cited. For 
science fiction and belles lettres, in contrast, we have sought to list every
thing of relevance. Our notion of relevance is fundamentally historical: to 
count as alternate history, a work must explore the consequences of an 
effective change in human history as we know it. This means that certain 
stories and essays that might otherwise seem to deal with alternative pasts 
do not appear here. We have excluded those works in which: (l) the 
change is abortive and history remains in, or returns to, its proper course: 
examples include Mark Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's 
Court (1889); Ralph Milne Farley, "I Killed Hitler," Weird Tales (1941); 
William Golding, "Envoy Extraordinary," in Golding et al., Sometime, 
Never ( 1957); Ronald W. Clark, Queen Victoria's Bomb (1967); and a host 
of stories in which time travelers intervene to set things right; (2) the change 
produces history as we know it, or was part of history all along; for exam
ple: Manley Wade Wellman, Twice in Time (1958); Harry Harrison, The 
Technicolor Time Machine (1967); and Michael Moorcock, Behold the 
Man (1969); (3) the change affects only the personal lives of fictitious or 
historical characters, with no mention of consequences for larger historical 
events: examples are Stanley G. Weinbaum, "The Worlds of If," Wonder 
Stories (1935); Isaac Asimov, "What If ... ?" Fantastic (1952); Bob 
Shaw, The Two Timers (1968); and Roland Puccetti, The Death of the 
Fuhrer ( 1972); the last title may stand for a large class of stories which ex
plore the secret afterlives of once powerful figures-Napoleon and Hitler 
have been particular favorites-with no hint of public consequences; 
(4) the change occurs in future history, prehistory, or some other setting 
wholly outside of known history. Examples include Guy Dent, Emperor of 
the .lf (1926); David R. Daniels, "The Branches of Time," Wonder Stories 
(1935); Jack Williamson, The Legion of Time (1938); Fritz Leiber, Destiny 
Times Three (1945); Rog Phillips, Worlds of lf (1951); Andre Norton, 
Operation Time Search (1967); Brian W. Aldiss, The Malacia Tapestry 
(1977); and Thomas F. Monteleone, The Secret Sea (1979). 

We have also excluded works in which the effects of change are merely 
alluded to, mentioned in passing, or otherwise left largely undeveloped. 
Without this limit, most time-travel stories and a fair share of all the history 
ever written would have to be listed. For similar reasons-to avoid listing 
most historical novels and certain purely frivolous pieces-we have 
excluded works in which past actors are merely assigned modern motives 
or concerns with no other change. Each class presents difficult decisions. 
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We have no doubt included some titles that others would judge marginal 
and perhaps omitted some that should have been listed. In general, we have 
preferred to err on the side of inclusiveness. 

Despite these limits, the field remains broad. We have deliberately 
eschewed posing any standards of historical sophistication or literary 
merit. No matter how improbable the change or its results, how well or 
badly written, if story or essay touches significantly an alteration in known 
history we have tried to list it. With the rare exceptions noted, we have seen 
everything we list, but we clearly have not seen everything. In particular, we 
have not examined the full back files of all science fiction magazines, and 
some unanthologized stories have no doubt eluded our grasp. Our 
coverage of works in languages other than English is also spotty, partly for 
the inaccessibility of the sources, partly for lack of bibliographical 
guidance. For all its shortcomings, however, this bibliography is the first 
to attempt a view of the whole field. We nonetheless eagerly await 
comments, corrections, and-best of all-further citations. 

Annotated Bibliography of Alternate History 

ADAMS, Robert. Castaways in Time. Virginia Beach, Va.: Donning, 1979. 

Adventure in a theocratic seventeenth-century Europe that originated in a 
Nestorian victory at the Council of Ephesus in the fifth century. 

ALDISS, Brian W. "Matrix." Science Fantasy, Oct. 1962. Reprinted as "Danger: 
Religion!" in Tom Boardman, Jr., ed., The Unfriendly Future (London: FSB, 
1965); Aldiss, The Saliva Tree, and Other Strange Growths (London: Faber & 

Faber, 1966); Mervyn Peake, J. G. Ballard, and Aldiss, The Inner Landscape 
(London: Allison & Busby, 1969; London: Corgi, 1970; New York: Paperback 

Library, 1971); and Aldiss, Neanderthal Planet (New York: Avon, 1970). A 

crosstime adventure set mainly in the world where the medieval Church 
survived the rise of nation-states to achieve universal political hegemony; one 

protagonist is a soldier from the world in which Constantine's assassination 

obviated the Christianization of the Roman Empire, which instead adopted 
Mithraism and survived as a major power. 

ALLEN, Louis. "If I Had Been ... Hideki Tojo in 1941: How I Would Have 
Avoided Bombing Pearl Harbor." In SNOWMAN, ed., If I Had Been. 

AMIS, Kingsley. The Alteration. London: Jonathan Cape, 1976; New York: 
Viking, 1977; Frogmore, St Albans, Herts.: Panther, 1978. Church policy 

threatens a young singer with castration to preserve his voice in the twentieth
century London of a world in which the Reformation never occurred. 

ANDERSON, Poul. "Delenda est." Fantasy and Science Fiction, Dec. 1955. 
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source to time-traveling filibusters who killed the two Scipios during the 
confusion of the Roman defeat at Ticinus in 218 B.C. obviating Rome's 
ultimate victory in the Punic wars and leaving Carthage to dominate Western 
development. Other Time Patrol stories, all in Fantasy and Science Fiction
"Time Patrol" (May 1955), "Brave to be a King" (Aug. 1959), "The Only Game 
in Town" (Jan. 1960), and "Gibraltar Falls" (Oct. 1975), the first three also 
reprinted in Guardians of Time-merely imply alternate history, i.e., the Time 
Patrol prevents the past from being altered. 

--. A Midsummer Tempest. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1974; New York: 
Ballantine, 1975. The adventures of Prince Rupert in the English Civil Waras 
it might have been fought in the world where everything Shakespeare wrote 
was history, not poetry, and the industrial revolution was coming two 
centuries early. 

--. "Operation Afreet." Fantasy and Science Fiction, Sept. 1956. Reprinted in 
Anderson, Operation Chaos (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1971; New 
York: Lancer, n.d.). An adventure in the World War II where military tech
nology applies magic rather than science. In the book-length fix-up, which 
includes three other stories also first published in Fantasy and Science 
Fiction-"Operation Salamander" (Jan. 1957), "Operation Incubus" (Oct. 
1959), and "Operation Changeling" (May-June 1969)-Anderson explicitly 
frames the setting as alternate history without specifying a point of divergence. 

ANDREANO, Ralph L., ed. The New Economic History: Recent Papers on 
Methodology. New York: Wiley, 1970. See especially papers by DAVIS, 
GREEN, and REDLICH. 

ANVIL, Christopher. "Apron Chains." Analog, Dec. 1970. How the premature 
development of wireless communication long delayed the discovery of 
America. 

ARMSTRONG, Anthony, and Bruce Graeme (pseuds. of George A. A. Willis and 
Graham M. Jeffries). When the Bells Rang. London: Harrap, 1943. How the 
Nazi invasion of England in 1940 was defeated, according to NICHOLLS, ed., 
Science Fiction Encyclopedia, pp. 26, 41. 

ARNOUX, Alexandre. Faut-il bruter Jeanne? [Must Joan burn?] Paris: Gallimard, 
1954. Importuned by his saints, the Almighty allows Joan of Arc's French 
supporters to save her from the stake, much to her own ultimate 
disillusionment. 

ARON, Robert. Victoire a Waterloo. [Victory at Waterloo] Paris: Andre Sa
batier, 1937; Paris: Pion, 1964. Napoleon wins, but suffers an identity crisis 
on the battlefield and abdicates. A Spanish edition, Eduardo Blanco trans., 
Napoleon venci6 en Waterloo (Buenos Aires: Sur, 1939), includes a 
"Prefacio" by Andre Maurois (pp. 9-11) defending alternate history against 
its imputed frivolity by likening it to nonmilitary war gaming. 

ASH, Brian, ed. The Visual Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. New York: Harmony, 
1977; London: Pan, 1978. Includes sections, all with bibliographies, on 
alternate history (pp. 116, 121-23), parallel worlds (pp. 142-44), and time 
travel (pp. 145-54). 
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ASIMOV, Isaac. "Fair Exchange?" Asimov's SF Adventure Magazine, Fall 1978. 
A Gilbert and Sullivan fan's time trip to recover the lost score of Thespis 
produces personal tragedy but also some public consequences. 

AUTHORSHIP UNKNOWN. "An Englishman's Castle." An ad in the Los 
Angeles Times, 16 Sept. 1979, sec. I, p. 35, announced the premiere that night 
of a TV drama based on a Nazi victory in World War II, "a chilling spy trilogy 
that examines what life is like in an England that exists as a slave state to the 
Third Reich-and what role television plays in controlling the masses." 

AUTHORSHIP UNKNOWN. "The Trial of Lee Harvey Oswald." Television 
movie produced by Worldvision, premiered on ABC-TV, 30 Sept. 1977. What 
really happened in Dallas, as revealed in the trial that would have been held if 
Oswald had survived. Reviewed in the New York Times, 30 Sept. 1977, sec. 3, 
p. 26, among many other places. 

AVALON HILL GAME CO. Invasion of Malta-1942. Baltimore, 1978. A war 
simulation game based on a German invasion that never happened, packaged 
with Air Assault on Crete, an invasion that did; for a description, see the 
editors of Consumer Guide, with Jon Freeman, The Complete Book of 
Wargames (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1980), p. 168. 

BAILEY, Hilary. "The Fall of Frenchy Steiner." New Worlds, July-Aug. 1964. 
Reprinted in Michael Moorcock, ed., The Best of New Worlds (London: Com
pact, 1965); Judith Merril, ed., SF 12 (New York: Delacorte, 1968; New York: 
Dell, 1969); and Moorcock, ed., Best SF Stories from New Worlds 8 (Frog
more, St Albans, Herts.: Panther, 1974). Life in 1954 Nazi-occupied London 
in the world where Hitler was smart enough to stay out of Russia. 

BARBET, Pierre. L'Empire du Baphomet. [Baphomet's empire] Paris: Editions 
Fleuve Noir, 1972. Trans. Bernard Kay as Baphomet's Meteor (New York: 
DAW, 1972). Provided by an alien castaway with such exotic weapons as 
nuclear grenades, the Knights Templar in 1118 set out to conquer the world. A 
sequel presents the crusaders with new worlds to conquer, literally; see Barbet, 
Croisade stellaire (Paris: Editions Fleuve Noir, 1974), trans. C. J. Cherryh as 
Stellar Crusade in Barbet, Cosmic Crusaders (New York: DAW, 1980), which 
also reprints Baphomet's Meteor. 

BARBIER, J.-B. Si Napoleon avail pris Londres. [If Napoleon had taken London] 
Paris: Libraire Francais, 1970. Despite the title, this book is mainly about what 
he was trying to do, not what might have happened had he done it. 

BARING, Maurice. "The Alternative." London Mercury, 7 (Nov. 1922), 26-35. 
Reprinted in Baring, Half a Minute's Silence (London: Heinemann, 1925; 
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1925; Freeport, N.Y.: Books for Libraries 
Press, 1970); and Philip Van Doren Stern, ed., Travelers in Time: Strange 
Tales of Man's Journeyings into the Past and the Future (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1947). Glimpses into the world that might have been had Na
poleon's father sent him to the British navy rather than the French army. 

BARRETT, Neal, Jr. The Leaves of Time. New York: Lancer, 1971. Much of the 
action in this tale of alien invasion takes place in modern Vinaskaland, the 
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latter-day New World resulting from the survival of Leif Ericsson's Vinland 
colony. 

BASIL, Otto. Wenn das der Fuhrer wiisste. [If the Fuhrer knew] Vienna and 
Munich: Fritz Molden, 1966. Trans. and slightly abridged by Thomas Weyr as 
The Twilight Men (New York: Meredith, 1968). The struggle for succession 
after Hitler's death in the Nazi Germany that won World War II with the first 
atomic bomb. 

BEAR, Greg. "Scattershot." In Terry Carr, ed., Universe 8 (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1978; New York: Popular Library, 1978). Reprinted in Donald A. 
Wollheim, ed., The 1979 Annual World's Best SF(New York: DAW, 1979). 
Much of the action in this tale of the mysterious crewing of a disabled space 
battleship in Earth orbit derives from the conflict between characters shaped 
by alternate histories, one of which saw the rise of a French-speaking Indian 
nation in North America with a strongly patriarchal culture. 

BELLOC, Hilaire. "If Drouet's Cart Had Stuck." In SQUIRE, ed., If, all edns. 
With a clear road, Louis XVI escapes and then returns with an army to 
suppress the revolution, and the twentieth century sees a Europe technologi
cally backward and divided between hostile British and Habsburg empires. 

BENET, Stephen Vincent. "The Curfew Tolls." Saturday Evening Post, 5 Oct. 
1935. Reprinted in Benet, Thirteen O'Clock: Stories of Several Worlds (New 
York and Toronto: Farrar & Rinehart, 1937; Freeport, N.Y.: Books for 
Libraries Press, 1971); Benet, Selected Works, vol. 2: Prose (New York: Farrar 
& Rinehart, 1942); Benet, 25 Short Stories (Garden City, N.Y.: Sun Dial 
Press, 1943); Philip Van Doren Stern, ed., The Moonlight Traveler (Garden 
City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1943; reprinted as Great Tales of Fantasy and Imagi
nation [New York: Pocket Books, 1954)); and Robert Van Gelder, ed., The 
Stephen Vincent Benet Pocket Book (New York: Pocket Books, 1946). Home 
view of Napoleon in the obscurity that might have been his had he been born in 
1737 instead of 1769, a generation too early. 

BENSEN, Donald R. And Having Writ ... Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1978; 
New York: Ace, 1979. Aliens shipwrecked on Earth in 1908 drastically alter 
subsequent events, first by engineering Edison's election as president, then by 
curing the ailments of three European rulers and averting World War I, and 
then ... 

BESTER, Alfred. "The Men Who Murdered Mohammed." Fantasy and Science 
Fiction, Oct. 1958. Reprinted in Anthony Boucher, ed., The Best from Fantasy 
and Science Fiction: Eighth Series (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1959; New 
York: Ace, n.d.); Bester, The Dark Side of Earth (New York: Signet, 1964); 
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Vintage, 1966); Robert Silverberg, ed., Voyagers in Time (New York: Mere
dith, 1967); Joe W. Haldeman, ed., Cosmic Laughter (New York: Holt, Rine
hart & Winston, 1974); Charles W. Sullivan, ed., As Tomorrow Becomes 
Today (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1974); Bester, The Light 
Fantastic (New York: Berkley/ Putnam, 1976); and idem, Starlight: The Great 
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Short Fiction of Alfred Bester (Garden City, N.Y.: Nelson Doubleday, 1976; 
New York: Berkley Medallion, 1977). History conceived as the sum of 
individual pasts; changing history affects only the changer in the present. 

BIER, Jesse. "Father and Son." In Bier, A Hole in the Lead Apron (New York: 
Harcourt, 1964). A post-Nazi government in 1945 Germany imposes literal 
decimation on its citizenry to atone for the Holocaust. 
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FLEMING, Peter. Operation Sea Lion: The Projected Invasion of England in 
1940-An Account of the German Preparations and the British Counter
measures. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1957; New York: Ace, n.d.; 
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1977. The English edition was entitled 
Invasion 1940: An Account of the German Preparations and the British 

349 



Barton C. Hacker and Gordon B. Chamberlain 
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their own world without being aware of it. 

LAMBELET, John C. "The Anglo-German Dreadnought Race, 1905-1914," 
Papers of the Peace Science Society, 22 (1974), 1--45; idem, "A Numerical 
Model of the Anglo-German Dreadnought Race," ibid., 24 (1975), 29-48; 
idem, "A Complementary Analysis of the Anglo-German Dreadnought Race, 
1905-1916," ibid., 26 (1976), 49-66. This computer simulation of rival 
policies and results touches hypothetical building programs (24:46-47) and a 
German naval victory in World War I (22:34-35) and aims at computerized 
battle alternatives. 

LASKI, Harold J. "If Roosevelt Had Lived." The Nation, 13 Apr. 1946, 
pp. 419-21. The chairman of the British Labour Party ponders the effects of 
another year of Roosevelt on the cold war, control of the atomic bomb, and 
America's world role. 

LASKI, Marghanita. Tory Heaven; or, Thunder on the Right. London: Cresset 
Press, 1948. The England of Conservative dreams 'is restored when the 
electorate turns Labour out and the classes return to their proper places. 

LAUMANN, E. M., and Rene Jeanne. Si, le 9 thermidor ... : hypothese 
historique. [If, on 9 Thermidor ... : an historical hypothesis] Paris: 
Tallandier, 1929. Avoiding the guillotine, the radical Robespierre continues 
his intrigues. 

LAUMER, Keith. Assignment in Nowhere. New York: Berkley Medallion, 1968. 
This and the following Laumer entries form a series of crosstime adventures; 
here part of the action takes place in the world that resulted when Richard 
Lion-Heart refused battle at Chaluz in 1199 and lived to a decadent old age. 

--. The Other Side of Time. New York: Berkley Medallion, 1965; New York: 
Walker, 1971; New York: Signet, 1972. First published as a three-part series 
in Fantastic Stories, Apr. to June 1965. One setting is the world where 
Napoleon's empire survived and flourished because he won at Brussels in 1814 
instead oflosing at Waterloo in 1815, and commenced a 23-year reign of peace
ful expansion. 

--. Worlds of the Jmperium. New York: Ace, 1962; New York: Berkley 
Medallion, 1977. First published as a three-part series in Fantastic Stories, 
Feb. to Apr. 1961. Much of the action occurs in the world where divergent 
events from 1911 allowed Germany to win World War I and later to conquer 
the U.S. 

358 



Pasts That Might Have Been 

LAWRENCE, Edmund. It May Happen Yet: A Tale of Bonaparte's Invasion of 
England. London: The Author, 1899. Once ashore, Napoleon has trouble 
deciding what to do next. 

LEE, C. H. The Quantitative Approach to Economic History. New York: St. 
Martin's Press, 1977. See especially chap. 4, "Counterfactual Models and 
Social Savings." 

LEE, Susan Previant, and Peter Passel!. A New Economic View of American 
History. New York: Norton, 1979. A comprehensive review of the new 
American economic history with due attention to counterfactual hypotheses 
and extensive annotated bibliographies. 

LE GUIN, Ursula K. See SPINRAD, Norman. 

LEIBER, Fritz. "Catch that Zeppelin!" Fantasy and Science Fiction, Mar. 1975. 
Reprinted in The Worlds of Fritz Leiber (New York: Ace, 1976); Donald A. 
Wollheim, ed., The 1976 Annual World's Best SF(New York: DAW, 1976); 
and Ursula K. Le Guin, ed., Nebula Award Stories Eleven(NewYork: Harper 
& Row, 1977; New York: Bantam, 1978). The airship-linked world of 1937 
that might have resulted from the marriage, intellectual as well as physical, of 
Marie Sklodowska and Thomas Edison, among other changes. 

--. "No Great Magic." Galaxy, Dec. 1963. Reprinted in Leiber, The Secret 
Songs (London: Rupert Hart-Davis, 1968); and Leiber, The Change War, ed. 
and intro. John Silbersack (Boston: Gregg Press, 1978). Although alternate 
history regularly appears offstage in the so-called Change War series, 
especially in The Big Time (New York: Ace, 1961; reprinted Boston: Gregg 
Press, 1976, with intro. Robert Thurston; originally published as a two-part 
series in Galaxy, Mar. and Apr. 1958), this story is the only one with 
alternate history central: if Queen Elizabeth fails to execute Mary Queen of 
Scots and the Armada triumphs, then England declines and Spain holds North 
America to the Great Lakes and New Scandinavia. 

--. "Try and Change the Past." Astounding, Mar. 1958. Reprinted in Leiber, 
The Mind Spider, and Other Stories (New York: Ace, 1961; but not in 1976 
edn.); Miriam Allen deFord, ed., Space, Time & Crime (New York: Paper
back Library, 1964); The Best of Fritz Leiber (Garden City, N.Y.: Nelson 
Doubleday, 1974); Roger Elwood, ed., The Far Side of Time (New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1974); The Worlds of Fritz Leiber (New York: Ace, 1976); 
Leiber, The Change War; and Barry N. Malzberg and Bill Pronzini, eds., The 
Fifties: The End of Summer (New York: Baronet, 1979). Although not strictly 
speaking alternate history, this is interesting for its dramatization of nature's 
supposed resistance to changing the past as expressed in the "law of 
conservation of reality." 

LEINSTER, Murray. "Sidewise in Time." Astounding, June 1934. Reprinted in 
Leinster, Sidewise in Time, and Other Scientific Adventures (Chicago: Shasta, 
1950); SILVERBERG, ed., Worlds of Maybe; and Isaac Asimov, ed., Before 
the Golden Age: A Science Fiction Anthology of the 1930s (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1974). Time is disrupted, juxtaposing with our own such other 
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societies as those derived from Chinese, Roman, or Viking colonization of the 
New World, Russian settlement in the Pacific Northwest, or southern victory 
at Gettysburg. 

--. Time Tunnel. New York: Pyramid, 1964. A Napoleonic dynasty and four 
nineteenth-century emperors of Mexico flicker across the scene as time 
travelers try to avert nuclear war by eliminating its ultimate cause, a scientist 
in 1804 Paris. 

LEM, Stanislaw. "The Time-Travel Story and Related Matters of Sf Struc
turing." Science-Fiction Studies, 1 (1974), 143-54. Discusses alternate his
tory, pp. 146-47. 

LEVINTHAL, Rosandra E. See JAKIEL, S. James. 
LEWIS, David K. Counter/actuals. Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1973. 

Justifies the existence of "possible worlds," pp. 84-91. 
LEWIS, Oscar. The Lost Years. New York: Knopf, 1951. Reprinted in Anthony 

Boucher, ed., A Treasury of Great Science Fiction, vol. 2 (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1959). A story of Lincoln's declining years, after he recovers from 
Booth's bullet. 

LEY, Olga. "Checkmate in Six Moves." In LEY, ed., Beyond Time. How Kerensky 
managed to exile Lenin and Trotsky. 

LEY, Sandra, ed. Beyond Time. New York: Pocket Books, 1976. An original 
anthology of short stories on alternate history, each listed under its author; see 
CHILSON, COOPER (Edmund), CORES, COULSON (Juanita), COUL
SON (Robert), DAVIDSON, EKLUND, FOSTER, GAT, GOTSCHALK, 
LAFFERTY, LEY (Olga), MOORE, ORGILL, PERCY, THOMPSON 
(Don), and ZEBROWSKI. 

LIONEL, Robert. Time Echo. New York: Arcadia House, 1964; New York: 
Modern Promotions, n.d. A stock time-travel adventure, which unaccount
ably includes a lengthy chap. 6 on the theory of time travel and alternate 
history. 

LITTELL, Robert. See CHESNOFF, Richard Z. 
LIVY (Titus Livius). Ab Urbe Condita [Rome since its founding], ix. 17-19; one 

edition providing both this passage and an English trot is the Loeb Classical 
Library's Livy, trans. E. 0. Foster (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 
London: Heinemann, 14 vols., 1917-59), IV, 225-41. In this "germe de 
l'uchronie" (Versins), Livy digresses from his narrative to suggest how 
Alexander the Great might have fared had he lived to try the mettle of Rome. 

LONGMATE, Norman. If Britain Had Fallen. New York: Stein & Day, 1974; 
London: BBC Publications, 1975; London: Arrow, 1975. Based on a BBC 
program of the same title that premiered 12 Sept. 1972, the book discusses how 
a Nazi invasion might have been mounted and what life in occupied Britain 
might have been like. 

LONGYEAR, Barry N. "Collector's Item." Analog, 27 Apr. 1981. A silver 1978 
quarter reveals how our world has been reshaped since the 1950s through 
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intervention by an alternate individual destroyed in the world war of the 
1970s. 

LOSCHKY, David J. See GERSCHENKRON, Alexander. 
LUDWIG, Emil. "If the Emperor Frederick Had Not Had Cancer." In SQUIRE, 

ed., If, all edns. How the German Empire became a virtual republic when the 
liberal Frederick survived until 1914 instead of dying in 1888. 

MACKESY, Piers. Could the British Have Won the War of Independence? Chester 
Bland-Dwight E. Lee Lectures in History. Worcester, Mass.: Clark Univ. 
Press, 1976. Although dwelling more on British problems than alternative 
courses of action, Mackesy does suggest how, even after Yorktown, the 
British might still have quelled the rebellion with the new counterinsurgency 
tactics just then being developed and still been able to deal with their major 
concern, the French threat to their seaborne empire. 

MACKSEY, Kenneth. Invasion: The German Invasion of England, July 1940. 
New York: Macmillan, 1980. A blow-by-blow account of the German 
conquest. 

McCLELLAND, Peter D. Causal Explanation and Model Building in History, 
Economics, and the New Economic History. Ithaca, N.Y., and London: 
Cornell Univ. Press, 1975. See especially chap. 4, "Counterfactual Specula
tion in History, Economics, and the New Economic History"; the book also 
has an extensive bibliography. 

McCLOSKEY, Donald N. "The Achievements of the Cliometric School." Journal 
of Economic History, 38 (1978), 13-28. Cliometrics is synonymous with new 
economic history, and this paper offers a good survey of the field. 

--. "Britain's Loss from Foreign Industrialization: A Provisional Estimate." 
Explorations in Entrepreneurial History, 2nd ser., 8 (1970-71), 141-52. The 
industrialization of other countries produced not only competition but also 
increased demand for British goods; British exports in the nonindustrialized 
world of 1913 might have been only slightly greater than in the real world. 

MALZBERG, Barry N. "January 1975." Analog, Jan. 1975. Reprinted in Malz
berg, Down Here in the Dream Quarter (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 
1976); and Isaac Asimov et al., eds., 100 Great Science Fiction Short Short 
Stories (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1978). What might have happened if 
John F. Kennedy had been elected president in 1960; the author lives in the 
world where Nixon won the election. 

MANDALA PRODUCTIONS. See ELLISON, Harlan. 

MANNING, Patrick. "Analyzing the Costs and Benefits of Colonialism." African 
Economic History Review, 1 (1974), 15-22. A pioneering approach to the 
economics of colonialism through the techniques of the new economic history, 
according to SIMENSEN, "Counterfactual Arguments," p. 181. 

MARRIOTT, J. A. R. "If Queen Victoria-? An Historical Phantasy." Fort
nightly, NS 149 (Apr. 1941), 392-98. Had the heir to the British throne in 
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1837 been male, Hanover would have remained subject to the British crown, 
with far-reaching effects on German unification and two world wars. 

MASON, David. The Shores of Tomorrow. New York: Lancer, 1971. Crosstime 
adventure involves exiles from two 1965 North Americas, both devastated by 
civil war. 

MAUROIS, Andre. "If Louis XVI Had Had an Atom of Firmness." In SQUIRE, 
ed., If, all edns. Royal reform after 1774 saves the French monarchy from 
revolutioh; alternatively, an unreformed monarchy in 1789 rallies the royal 
troops to crush the revolution. See also ARON, Robert. Cf. DEVAUX. 

MAX, Nicholas. President McGovern's First Term. Garden City, N.Y.: Double
day, 1973. What he would have done if elected. 

MEREDITH, Richard C. At the Narrow Passage. New York: Putnam's, 1973; New 
York: Berkley Medallion, 1975; Chicago: Playboy Press, 1979. The first in the 
Timeliner trilogy, this crosstime adventure includes action in one world where 
Albigensian heretics defeated orthodox crusaders and created an earlier 
scientific revolution, another where British forces armed with breech-loading 
rifles suppressed both the American and French revolutions. 

--. No Brother, No Friend. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1976; Chicago: 
Playboy Press, 1979. Much of the action in this second entry in the Timeliner 
trilogy is set in Niew Est Anglia, part of North America in the world where the 
Norman Conquest never happened; another sequence occurs in the America 
that avoided war with Japan, but went fascist. 

--. Run, Come See Jerusalem! New York: Ballantine, 1976. Time traveler, 
from a world where Nazi Germany launched a nuclear attack on Chicago in 
1947 before losing World War II, flees to 1871 Chicago, where his pursuers set 
the Chicago Fire to smoke him out. 

--. Vestiges of Time. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1978; Chicago: 
Playboy Press, 1979. Vol. 3 of the Timeliner trilogy includes some action in 
the world derived from Hannibal's victory over Rome in 200 B.c. 

MERWIN, Sam, Jr. The House of Many Worlds. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 
1951; New York: Galaxy Science Fiction Novel No. 12, 1952; New York: 
Modern Literary Editions, n.d. First published in Startling Stories, Sept. 1951. 
Most of the action in this crosstime adventure takes place in the Columbian 
Republic founded at New Orleans by Aaron Burr after the War of 1812. A 
sequel set in first-century Rome merely alludes to alternate history; see 
Merwin, "Journey to Misenum," Startling Stories, Aug. 1953, reprinted as 
Three Faces of Time (New York: Ace Double, 1955). 

MEYER, John R. "An Input-Output Approach to Evaluating the Influence of 
Exports on British Industrial Production in the Late Nineteenth Century." 
Exp/orations in Entrepreneurial History, 8 (1955), 12-34. If British exports 
had remained as high in the last quarter as they had been earlier in the nine
teenth century, British industrial production might not have suffered the 
decline it did. This was the first published article to pose an explicit counter
factual hypothesis as a basis for historical analysis; it was actually a collabora
tive effort by Meyer and Alfred H. Conrad. Along with two other papers-

362 



Pasts That Might Have Been 

Meyer and Conrad, "Economic Theory, Statistical Inference and Economic 
History," Journal of Economic History, 17 (1957), 524--44; and Conrad and 
Meyer, "The Economics of Slavery in the Ante Bellum South," Journal of 
Political Economy, 66 (1958), 95-130-it began the development of"the new 
economic history," although the term itself was coined later. All three papers 
are reprinted in Conrad and Meyer, The Economics of Slavery; and Other 
Studies in Econometric History (Chicago: Aldine, 1964). 

MOLLO, Andrew. See BROWNLOW, Kevin. 
MONTANA, Ron. The Sign of the Thunderbird. New York: Manor, 1977. Two 

soldiers from a postholocaust U.S. wind up in 1860 New Mexico, where they 
help create a United Indian Nation and found a Free State of New Mexico. 

MOORCOCK, Michael. Gloriana; or, The Unfulfi/l'd Queen, Being a Romance. 
London: Allison & Busby, 1978; London: Fontana, 1978; New York: Avon, 
1979. Explicitly framed as alternate history (chap. 4), this romance is set in 
London, the modern (despite a noticeably Elizabethan ambience) capital of 
the world-circling Empire of Albion founded by refugees from the fall of Troy. 

--. "The Jerry Cornelius Cycle." One of the common settings in this cycle of 
novels and stories is an alternate history centered on a worldwide war and 
revolution, 1900-75. In general, neither dating nor events are explicit, 
although there are such exceptions as episodes in the German Civil War of 
1933 or the early twentieth-century Cossack invasion of Canada. Much of the 
ambience of altered history derives from persistent archaic technologies. Two 
of the novels come closest to being typical alternative histories: The Warlord 
of the Air (New York: Ace, 1971; London: Quartet, 1974; New York: DAW, 
1978) and The Land Leviathan (London: Quartet, 1974; Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1974; New York: DAW, 1976). Three others, however, are also 
relevant: The Adventures of Una Persson and Catherine Cornelius in the 
Twentieth Century: A Romance (London: Quartet, 1976); The English 
Assassin (London: Allison & Busby, 1972; New York: Harper & Row, 1972); 
and The Condition of Muzak (London: Allison & Busby, 1977; Boston: Gregg 
Press, 1978). The latter two titles are also reprinted in Moorcock, The 
Cornelius Chronicles (New York: Avon, 1977). Cf. RABKIN. 

MOORE, Ward. Bring the Jubilee. New York: Farrar, Straus & Young, 1953; New 
York: Ballantine, 1953; New York: Avon, 1972. A shorter version was first 
published in Fantasy an</ Science Fiction, Nov. 1952. Life in twentieth
century America dominated by an independent Confederacy, which won the 
battle of Gettysburg. 

--. "A Class with Dr. Chang." In LEY, ed., Beyond Time. The America that 
resulted from staying out of World War II because Nazi Germany allied with 
China instead of Japan. 

MORGAN, Roger. "IfI Had Been ... Konrad Adenauer in 1952: How I Would 
Have Accepted Stalin's Proposal for a United Neutralized Germany." In 
SNOWMAN, ed., lf I Had Been. 

MORIN, Edgar. "Le Camarade-dieu: un conte de Noel." [The Comrade-God: a 
Christmas story] France Observateur, 28 Dec. 1961, p. 24. After only 
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brushing death in 1953, Stalin still living is proclaimed divine by the Soviet 
Presidium in Dec. 1961, with mixed reactions in French intellectual and 
political circles. 

MOTTA, Luigi. II tonne/ sottomarino. [The undersea tunnel] Milan, 1927. 
Adventures constructing a tunnel from Manhattan to Brittany, 1924-27, 
according to Alberto Manguel and Gianni Guadalupi, The Dictionary of 
Imaginary Places (New York: Macmillan, 1980), pp. 23-24. 

MULISCH, Harry. De Toekomst van Gisteren: Protokol van een Schrijverij. 
[Yesterday's future: a literary sketch] Amsterdam: De Bezige Bij (Literaire 
Reuzenpocket 409), 1972. Thoughts on how Hitler's assassination in 1944 
might have produced a Himmler countercoup and a German victory. 

MULLALLY, Frederic. Hitler Has Won. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1975. 
Some consequences of a Nazi victory in World War II resulting from an early 
start on the invasion of Russia. 

MURPHY, George G. S. "On Counterfactual Propositions." History and Theory, 
Beiheft 9: Studies in Quantitative History and the Logic of the Social 
Sciences, (1969), 14-38. 

NATIONAL LAMPOON. "Grand Fifth Term Inaugural Issue: JFK's First 6,000 
Days." National Lampoon, Feb. 1977, pp. 27-101. What happened after 
Jackie, not Jack, died in Dallas. 

NELSON, R. F. Blake's Progress. Toronto: Laser, 1975. Chapter 5 of this time
travel extravaganza is set in the eighteenth-century London that resulted from 
the victory of Antony and Cleopatra at Actium in 31 B.c. 

NESBITT, Mark. If the South Won Gettysburg. Gettysburg, Penn.: Reliance, 
1980. Mainly a blow-by-blow account of the battle backed by a substantial 
bibliography, with a final chapter of speculations on the subsequent course of 
American and world history. 

NEUBERGER, Hugh, and Houston H. Stokes. "The Anglo-German Trade 
Rivalry, 1887-1913: A Counterfactual Outcome and Its Implications." Social 
Science History, 3 (1979), 187-201. Had World War I been avoided, Germany 
might have outstripped both the U.S. and Britain in exports by 1926, with 
revived protectionism the likely result. 

NICHOLLS, Peter, ed. The Science Fiction Encyclopedia. Garden City, N.Y.: 
Dolphin, 1979. Includes articles on alternate worlds (Brian Stableford), 
history in science fiction (Tom Shippey), parallel worlds (Stableford), time 
paradoxes (Malcolm J. Edwards), and time travel (John Brosnan). 

NICOLSON, Harold. "If Byron Had Become King of Greece: 'The Gamba 
Papers.'" In SQUIRE, ed., If, all edns. From heroic young poet to doddering 
old figurehead. 

NIVEN, Larry. "All the Myriad Ways." Galaxy, Oct. 1968. Reprinted in Niven, 
All the Myriad Ways (New York: Ballantine, 1971); and SILVERBERG, ed., 
Worlds of Maybe. In the world where the Cuban missile crisis led to war, 
crosstime commerce produces economic benefits but social costs. 
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--. "Bird in the Hand." Fantasy and Science Fiction, Oct. 1970. Reprinted in 
Donald A. Wollheim and Terry Carr, eds., World's Best Science Fiction: 1971 
(New York: Ace, 1971); and Niven, The Flight of the Horse (New York: 
Ballantine, 1973). In the midst of other complications, time-traveling souvenir 
hunters accidentally destroy Ford's first auto, with disastrous consequences. 

--. "The Theory and Practice of Time Travel." In Niven, All the Myriad Ways 
(New York: Ballantine, 1971). Reprinted as "Time Travel" in Vertex, Apr. 
1973; and Dick Allen and Lori Allen, eds., Looking Ahead: The Vision of 
Science Fiction (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1975). Includes some 
discussion of multiple time tracks, a form which Niven dismisses as too easy 
to write because it requires only a good history text. 

NOCK, Albert Jay. "If Only-." Atlantic, Aug. 1937, pp. 228-35. Jocose specula
tion on the possible careers of Henry George and the two Napoleons had their 
early lives not been blighted by poverty; and on what might have happened 
had Jeanne Poisson not henpecked Louis XV into the Seven Years War. 

NOl:L-NOfL (pseud. Lucien Noel). Voyageur des siec/es. [Traveler through the 
centuries] Cited with VAN HERCK in VAN HERP, Panorama, 64, without 
further details but in a context suggesting an alternative history of Napoleon. 

NOLAN, William F. "The Worlds of Monty Willson." Amazing Stories, July 1971. 
Reprinted in Nolan, Alien Horizons (New York: Pocket Books, 1974). A 
glimpse into the world where Sirhan missed Bobby Kennedy, who went on to 
become president and get the U.S. out of Vietnam. 

NORDEN, Eric. The Ultimate Solution. New York: Warner Paperback Library, 
1973. Police work in Nazi-occupied New York, the result of Roosevelt's 1933 
assassination which kept the U.S. out of World War II too long. 

NORTON, Andre. The Crossroads of Time. New York: Ace, 1956; Boston: Gregg 
Press, 1978. Crosstime adventure, much of it set in the ruined, anarchic New 
York produced by Nazi air raids from bases in conquered England. 

--. Quest Cross Time. New York: Viking, 1965; New York: Ace, 1965. A sequel 
to the title above, partly set in the world where Richard III won at Bosworth in 
1485, while the death of Cortez aborted Spain's conquest of Mexico. 

--. Wraiths of Time. New York: Atheneum, 1976; New York: Fawcett Crest, 
n.d. Intrigue and magic in the modern African empire descended from ancient 
Egypt without interference from a nonexistent Islam. Cf. Brian M. Fraser, 
"Interview with Andre Norton," Fantastic Science Fiction, Oct. 1980, pp. 6-7. 

O'BRIEN, Patrick. See FOGEL, Robert W., Railways. 

ORGILL, Michael. "Many Rubicons." In LEY, ed., Beyond Time. On Mac
Arthur's options at the Yalu and the outcomes of different choices; 

O'ROURKE, P. J., and Tod Carroll. "If World War II Had Been Fought Like the 
War in Vietnam." National Lampoon, Oct. 1980, pp. 54-57. 

--. "The Seventies That Never Happened." National Lampoon, Feb. 1980, 
pp. 97-101. How the decade might have looked with the counterculture in 
control. 
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PARKER, Geoffrey. "If the Armada Had Landed." History, 61(1976),358-68. A 
scholarly discussion of plans and possibilities. 

PARKER, William N., and Judith L. V. Klein. "Productivity Growth in Grain 
Production in the United States, 1840-1860 and 1900-10." Conference on 
Research in Income and Wealth, Output, Employment, and Productivity in 
the United States After 1800 (New York: National Bureau of Economic 
Research, 1966), pp. 523-82. U.S. agricultural development with a closed 
frontier or without technical improvements. 

PASSELL, Peter. See LEE, Susan Previant. 

PEAR TON, Maurice. "If I Had Been ... Adolphe Thiers in 1870: How I Would 
Have Prevented the Franco-Prussian War." In SNOWMAN, ed., If I Had 
Been. 

PERCY, H. R. "Letter from America." In LEY, ed., Beyond Time. The plight of 
English-speaking Americans in the Republic of New France, if France had 
won the French and Indian War. 

PETRIE, Charles. "If: A Jacobite Fantasy." Weekly Westminster, 30 Jan. 1926. 
Reprinted in Petrie, The Jacobite Movement: The Last Phase, 1716-1807 
(London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1950); and SQUIRE, ed., If, 1972 edns. only. 
What a Stuart Restoration in 1745 might have meant for England. 

PHILLIPS, W. A. P. "Chance in History: Nelson's Pursuit of Bonaparte, May
June 1798." History Today, 15 (1965), 176-82. Napoleon might well have 
been captured or killed, and without him there would have been no Consulate 
or Empire. 

PHILMUS, Robert M. See BORGES, Jorge Luis. 

PIGNOTTI, Lorenzo. Storia della Toscano. Pisa: Didot, 1813-14; Florence: 
Marchini, 1821, etc.; trans. John Browning as The History of Tuscany 
(London: Black, Young, and Young, 1823, etc.). Had Lorenzo de Medici 
(1448-92) lived longer, he might have saved Italy from foreign invasion and 
Europe from Protestantism. Cf. D'ISRAELI. 

PINKERTON, Jan. See HALE, Edward Everett. 

PIPER, H. Beam. "Crossroads of Destiny." Fantastic Universe, July 1959. One ofa 
group of men talking about alternate timelines turns out to be the product of 
such an alternate, according to John L. Espley, "H. Beam Piper: An Anno
tated Bibliography," Extrapolation, 21 (1980), 175. 

--. "He Walked around the Horses." Astounding, Apr. 1948. Reprinted in 
Fletcher Pratt, ed., World of Wonder (New York: Twayne, 1951); Edmund 
Crispin, ed., Best SF Three (London: Faber & Faber, 1958); G.D. Doherty, 
ed., Aspects of Science Fiction (London: Murray, 1959); I. 0. Evans, ed., 
Science Fiction through the Ages, vol. 2 (London: Panther, 1966); and Damon 
Knight, ed., A Science Fiction Argosy (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972). 
Bonaparte is unknown because Benedict Arnold's death at Quebec in 1776 led 
to British victory at Saratoga, quashing the American and obviating the 
French Revolution. 
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--. Lord Ka/van of Otherwhen. New York: Ace, 1965; New York: Garland, 
1975. This is a fix-up of two stories published in Analog: "Gunpowder God" 
(Nov. 1964) and "Down Styphon" (Nov. 1965); the British edition was 
published as Gunpowder God (London: Sphere, 1978). Crosstime adventure 
among the descendents of the prehistoric Aryan settlers of North America. 
Other stories in the Paratime Police series, all in Astounding-"Police 
Operation" (July 1948), "Last Enemy" (Aug. 1950), "Temple Trouble" (Apr. 
1951 ), and "Time Crime" (Feb. and Mar. 1955)-are essentially exotic adven
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PIRIE-GORDON, C.H. C. See ROLFE, Frederick William. 

POHL, Frederik. "Target One." Galaxy, Apr. 1955. Reprinted in Pohl, Alternating 
Currents (New York: Ballantine, 1956; Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1966). 
Victims of a blasted future devise a machine to assassinate Einstein, but the 
altered world has its own problems. 

POYER, Joe. Tunnel War. New York: Atheneum, 1979. England and France begin 
building a cross-channel tunnel in 1911 and meet attempted German 
sabotage. 

PRATT, Fletcher. The Blue Star. New York: Ballantine, 1969. A shorter version 
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London: Longmans, Green, 1931 (2nd impression, 1932). American edn. titled 
If; or, History Rewritten (New York: Viking, 1931; Port Washington, N.Y.: 
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reprint in Eugene N. Borza, ed., The Impact of Alexander the Great (Hinsdale, 
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The Launching Pad 
(continued from page 308) 
last spring Samuel R. Delany called 
for "the evolution of a formal body 
and language of sf criticism in order 
to record 'our' particular way of 
reading sf." The introductory essay 
goes on to say that Chip's "theses 
are that literary (especially aca
demic) critics have already begun to 
treat science fiction as a kind of 
younger, even retarded, sibling to 
the main body of fiction; that they 
are misreading sf because they 
bring to it the same critical sensi-

378 

bilities they use on mainstream fic
tion . . . and that, unless sf writ
ers and readers enter the arena of 
formal criticism, the only record of 
science fiction criticism in coming 
decades will be that of the misin
formed." Grant you that the quote 
is from Paul Novitski, supposedly 
drawing on Delany. 

I had hoped that this issue was 
settled, especially since Delany him
self wrote so well of the problem 
some years ago (see SF: The Other 
Side of Realism and Many Futures, 



Many Worlds for reprints of two 
important critical essays by De
lany). The view certainly ignores the 
"thesis" that some of us have been 
suggesting for a number of years
including the late Lionel Stevenson: 
namely, that throughout literature 
there have been two equal currents, 
one concerned with the everyday 
world and one concerned with the 
various kinds of fantasy. The key 
word, of course, is equal. The view 
attributed to Chip sounds hope
lessly defensive and smacks of the 
antagonism which apparently still 
exists between fen and academics. 
This last is also regrettable inas
much as one of the early ex
pressed aims of SFRA was to act as 
liaison between fandom and aca
deme. The proposed program for 
Denver shows the shaggy debate 
(yes, it's like a shaggy dog story) 
continuing. But I want to talk to 
Chip in November when I'm in the 
New York area. Perhaps he'll write 
for us sometime next year. 

Speaking of fandom reminds me 
that a funny thing happened this 
year on the way to Denver. As some 
of you know, I'm on leave from the 
College of Wooster this year to 
complete some writing. I did not go 
to SFRA in June because I was 
teaching summer school (a ticket to 

The Launching Pad 

London) and was going to go to 
Denvention over Labor Day. For
ty-eight hours before Alice and I 
were to begin driving for Denver, 
my in-laws, who love surprises, 
called and asked Alice if she would 
not prefer to spend her vacation in 
England with me in October rather 
than spending part of it in Denver. 
Now Denver is actually one of our 
favorite cities, but after a frantic 
twenty-four hours of rearranging 
vacation dates, Alice decided for 
London. This makes two years in a 
row that I have had to cancel plans 
to attend W orldcon at the last 
moment. Next year, Chicago! 

I shall stay some six weeks in 
London, where I hope to consult 
with such individuals as Brian 
Stableford, Brian Aldiss, Knobbie 
Clarke, and Mike Ashley, as well as 
those interested in the Reade biog
raphy. During the winter, I hope 
to be in the UCLA-Huntington 
Library area primarily, after stop
ping briefly in Texas and New Mex
ico. Perhaps I can come home by 
way of Norwescon and Minicon. 
Who knows? During that time, I 
plan also to be at the Eaton 
Conference at Riverside and the 
Fantasy Conference in Florida. 

Best for 1982. 
T.D.C. 
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• For some time now I've been reading essays, most often by writers and 
fans, about "the state of the art." Many of the novels published recently 
make one ask what the state of current sf is. F. Paul Wilson's The Keep 
(William Morrow, $12.95) received large ads in the Times Book Review, 
and he acknowledges indebtedness to Lovecraft, Howard, and Clark 
Ashton Smith. During World War Two, a Nazi party occupies Dinu Pass 
in Romania; inadvertently one of the young soldiers releases an ancient 
evil being imprisoned in "the keep." The Wehrmacht and SS face off, a 
Jewish scholar and his lovely daughter are introduced, and what may have 
been just another Transylvanian vampire story expands into a struggle 
between the eternal spirit of evil and the spirit of good-descended from 
the first age on Earth. Seldom have I encountered a novel that is so 
predictable; yet I imagine that it will have at least some popular appeal. I 
imagine, too, that it will soon be sold as a major film. 

John Lutz's The Shadow Man (William Morrow, $10.95) combines 
political conspiracy with the multiple personalities of the assassin of a 
governor who might have been president. The focus is upon another 
potential president, Senator Jerry Andrews, who becomes involved after 
the murder of the psychiatrist who is investigating the assassin. It is a very 
readable novel, and it does build to an effective (though upon reflection, 
not a surprising) ending. 

Randolph Stow's Visitants (Taplinger, $9.95) studies the effects of a 
sighting of a UFO in Papua, New Guinea, upon a variety of characters. The 
problem lies in the multitude of characters and the consequent broken 
narration, as well as emphasis upon realistic detail necessary to the 
establishment (credibility) of the exotic culture. The result is that the 
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encounter (the sf furniture, if you will) is downplayed to such a degree as 
to become almost an incidental element of the novel. While this winner of 
the Patrick White prize in 1979 has written a very readable novel, it does 
not come off as effective sf. 

Surprisingly, the Larry Niven and Stephen Barnes collaboration, Dream 
Park (Ace, paper, $6.95) remains on the Locus best-seller list; it reminds 
one more of the film Westworld than it does of much sf, however, because 
in an amusement park of the future the characters are allowed to play out 
their fantasies. Niven acknowledges the indebtedness of the authors to the 
presently popular games. The basic sf furniture is there, but the effect is 
that of simple adventure and fantasy. (I should like to have someone write a 
defense of this novel as first-class science fiction for a future issue of 
Extrapolation. Any takers?) 

In contrast, A. A. Attanasio's Radix (William Morrow, $15.95; paper, 
$8.95) is extravagant in its portrayal of a future Earth long exposed to an 
energy wave from the core of the galaxy so that its life forms are highly 
mutated. Its protagonist must struggle against his environment and evil 
forces. Yet its world and the transformation of the protagonist make it 
essentially successful. 

Samuel R. Delany's Distant Stars (Bantam, paper, $9.95), which 
includes the early novel Empire Star, is a collection of earlier works except 
for his introduction, "Of Doubts and Dreams," and "Omegahelm." It does, 
however, give a good insight into Delany's growth as an artist. 

One of the most promising novels of the summer is Russell Hoban's 
Riddley Walker (Summit Books, $12.95), portraying a postholocaust 
world around Canterbury about the year 4000. It escapes being another 
"catastrophe/ cautionary" novel for two reasons. Its first person narrator, 
Riddley, so vividly creates his world that the reader becomes part of it (and 
him). Secondly, through Riddley, Hoban experiments with language by 
creating the dialect of the period. It becomes a distancing device by which 
the reader is made to stand separate from that future world. The resulting 
tension created by the two techniques creates complex levels of irony and 
symbol making the novel highly effective, both emotionally and 
intellectually. 

It should be a candidate for the Nebula, as should a very different novel, 
John Crowley's Little, Big (Bantam, paper, $8.95). To say that Crowley 
ranges throughout the twentieth century, to say that he chronicles the life 
of a family-focusing first upon Smoky Barnable and then one of his sons, 
Auberon-cannot adequately do justice to the narrative. One thinks of 
Gene Wolfe's Peace, although Crowley never stays within the mind of a 
single character. Suffice here to say that it is one of the outstanding 
fantasies to be written in recent years, complete with all of the beings of 

381 



Star Cluster 

the kingdom of folklore. Yet what sets it apart is the manner in which 
Crowley fuses together the "real" world and that of Faery. 

I have not yet read Suzette Haden Elgin's Twelve Fair Kingdoms 
(Doubleday, $9.95), described as "Book One of the Ozark Trilogy." It 
begins well. Together Elgin and Crowley point to what seems to be a trend, 
especially apparent when one looks at the paperbacks being issued. 
Fantasy is on the ascendency. 

Graham Diamond continues the adventure of Stacy, the Empire 
Princess in The Falcon of Eden (Playboy Press, $2.25), which takes her on 
a quest to the land at the top of the world and ends with the promise that she 
will journey to the other pole in the next novel. Elizabeth A. Lynn's shorter 
works have been collected in The Woman Who Loved the Moon (Berkley, 
$2.25); nor should one forget that her "Chronicles of Tornor" trilogy is 
available in paper. We have called attention to Avram Davidson's fine 
Peregrine: Secundus (Berkley, $2.25), and certainly Marion Zimmer 
Bradley's expanded and improved The House Between the Worlds (Del 
Rey, $2.50), as well as the latest printing of H. Warner Muon's Merlin's 
Ring (Del Rey, $2.95), whose immortal protagonist Gwalchmai wanders 
from Atlantis to Cathay, from Arthur's Court to medieval Rome, deserve 
high rank among the summer's titles. Terry Carr has edited Fantasy 
Annual III (Pocket, Timescape, $2.95), and the fourth volume has just 
been announced. Kenneth C. Flint's A Storm upon Ulster (Bantam, $2.50) 
focuses upon the legend of the war for the bull of Cuailgne, while Mildred 
Downey Broxon's Too Long a Sacrifice (Dell, $2.50) includes some of the 
same mythology as she permits Tadhg and Maire to become involved in the 
warfare in modern Ulster; unfortunately, the work is too brief to bring 
either the mythic or the realistic to a satisfying conclusion. Epic battles 
between the representatives of good and evil simply do not resolve the 
problems raised here-or in The Keep. 

Timescape also gives us Adam Corby's The Former King ($2.50), while 
Playboy Press has issued John Morressy's Graymantle ($2.50), both 
eminently readable, although one feels he has been there before. Other 
titles would include Elizabeth Boyer's The Elves and the Otterskin (Del 
Rey, $2.50) and Trish Reinus's The Planet of Tears ($1.95). 

Although Timescape has called both Octavia E. Butler's Wild Seed 
($2.75) and Hilbert Schenck's At the Eye of the Ocean ($2.50) science 
fiction, both have more the flavor of fantasy. Doro-the apparently 
immortal male protagonist of Wild Seed-for thousands of years has 
gathered together individuals having varied parapsychic powers. The 
heroine, Anyanwu, is an African sorceress capable of changing into 
leopard or dolphin. The action sweeps from seventeenth-century Africa to 
nineteenth-century America. Schenck's protagonist, Abel Roon, has a 
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special empathy for the sea, but the novel succeeds because of the vividness 
with which its first person narrator evokes the world of the New England 
whalers. 

Mike McQuay's Mathew Swain: Hot Time in Old Town (Bantam, 
$2.25), billed as the first adventure of a future detective, is dedicated to 
Raymond Chandler. James R. Barry's Quas Starbrite (Bantam, $1.95), 
takes its title character, a Star Force Captain, through sundry adventures 
against KraKon. Jessica Amanda Salmonson creates a parallel world so 
that she may follow the efforts of her female samurai Tomoe Gozen (Ace, 
$2.50) to regain honor in Naipon. G. C. Edmondson's To Sail the Century 
Sea (Ace, $2.25) involves the time travel adventures of Lt. Commander 
Joseph Rati as an attempt is made to influence the outcome of the Council 
of Nicaea. 

In contrast, Dean log's Systemic Shock (Ace, $2.50) portrays another 
future war and is made less effective because it is so heavily expository. 
Ian MacMillan's Blakely's Ark (Berkley, $2.25) follows its young pro
tagonist David as he wanders in a New York state desolated by plague. 

James P. Hogan's Giants' Star (Del Rey, $2.50) deserves its place on the 
Locus best-seller list because of the manner in which it handles the 
encounter with aliens, even though it lapses into a complex warfare. 
Another encounter with aliens that also has more of the flavor of fantasy is 
Somtow Sucharitkul's Starship and Haiku (Pocket, Timescape, $2.50). 
Juanita Coulson's Tomorrow's Heritage (Del Rey, $2.75) promises a more 
traditional treatment of the theme; it begins well. 

Among welcome reprints are three collections of stories: William Tenn's 
The Wooden Star (Del Rey, $2.25), H. Beam Piper's Paratime (Ace, $2.75), 
and Avram Davidson's Strange Seas and Shores (Ace, $2.25). Del Rey 
Books has also brought back the novels The Long Result by John Brunner 
($2.25) and The Eleventh Commandment ($2.50). A last reprint that must 
be noticed is Philip Jose Farmer's Tarzan Alive (Playboy Press, $2. 75). His 
Father Carmody stories have been collected as Father to the Stars 
(Pinnacle Books, $2.75). 

One last note regarding reprints: Odyssey Publications (P.O. Box 
G-148, Greenwood, Mass. 01880) continues to issue one of the best 
selections of the old pulp magazines. Its most recent number is an 
anthology made up of works from Action Stories, featuring Nelson 
Bond's "Exiles of the Dawn World," whose modem protagonists are thrust 
back into prehistory, and John Wiggin's "The Lion Goddess," which 
echoes Rider Haggard in many ways. Among their other titles are 
O'Leary's War Birds, Oriental Stories, Golden Fleece, Strange Tales 
(featuring a Jack Williamson tale, "Wolves of the Darkness"), and The 
Magic Carpet. The price remains $4.50 a volume, although there are 
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reductions if more than one is ordered-directly from the publisher. 
Odyssey Publications does quality work which should be encouraged. 

T.D.C. 

The Many-Colored Land and The Golden Tore, volumes I and 2 in The 
Saga of Pliocene Exile, by Julian May. Houghton Mifflin, 1981. Each vol
ume $12.95. 

When those two great children of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, 
Wordsworth and Coleridge, set out to produce Lyrical Ballads and 
ultimately the Romantic Movement, they said that they divided the task. 
Coleridge was to treat supernatural matters (Medieval and pre-Enlighten
ment) with enough "semblance of truth" to make the "shadows" seem 
real, while Wordsworth was to adhere to the "truth of nature." That 
division has, of course, cut across modern thought and extended even to 
our separate categories of fantasy and hard science fiction. In his later 
54-line masterpiece, "Kubla Khan," Coleridge capsulizes the dichotomy 
brilliantly in the fanciful lost world of imagination called Xanadu where 
"demon-lovers" evoke both medieval color and biological development 
and where a magical "pleasure-dome" fuses all elements over the sacred 
river of life into a momentary glory as "ancestral voices prophecy war." 
Students of Coleridge's little masterpiece have discovered profound 
consistencies with science along with an organic theory of mind fore
shadowing Freud, Jung, Yeats, and the myriad occultists of our time. In 
other words, the effects of fantasy (the willing suspension of disbelief) 
and the effects of hard science (the adherence to truth) can cooperate in the 
same work as Wordsworth and Coleridge projected. This initial excursion 
into literary history has been undertaken because Julian May's two books 
suggest just such a cooperative fusion to me. 

The images in The Many-Colored Land and The Golden Tore may 
indeed resonate with echoes from "Kubla Khan" and certainly from the 
work of Jung and from medieval and Celtic lore, which later study can sort 
out; but what is initially striking and most important is Julian May's 
immensely ambitious project to heal the divisions between science and 
imagination in a fascinating series of fictions of which these books are the 
first two. For three decades, Julian May has written science books for 
children and other materials; fans will remember best her well-received 
"Dune Roller" in Astounding in 195 l. Now she is revealing her skill as a 
major maker of intricately structured fiction that combines the complexity 
of the child's mind (her long professional apprenticeship was well served) 
with profound speculations about cause and effect and about the human 
meaning of development and historical evolution. Near the end of the 
second volume, The Golden Tore, when an exotic and colorful alien 
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civilization is about to be swept away from Earth's Pliocene landscape of 
six million years ago, a character whom we first see as a professional 
medievalist observes, " ... it's all gone now, all the brightness and the 
wonder and the song" (p. 369). That elegiac tone, which is supported by 
images of lost Golden Ages and exotic feudal tournaments of meaningfully 
organized violence (what the analysts tell us we would all like to do to our 
brothers), balances a storyline that strains for scientific evidence to support 
everything from meta psychic powers to legends of Fairies to the "giants in 
the earth" of Genesis. In a real sense, the topic of these books is a repetition 
of the old debate between the Ancients and the Moderns. The question is 
whether development (both personal and social) moves toward or away 
from greater competence and fulfillment. Science and common sense 
assume that development moves forward, otherwise we would not train 
people nor plan for the future. But a nagging doubt in our scientific minds 
tells us that the Ancients were somehow happier and better off than we 
and that progress may be a decline or, at least, a circling (the word 
"progress" meant at first simply "going around"). Julian May's two books 
capture both the science of investigating the puzzle and the elegiac doubts 
about the outcome. 

In straight time sequence, May's saga tells the story of an alien dimorphic 
species from a distant star system, at the time of the Pliocene on Earth, who 
are both in continual violent conflict with each other and exiled from their 
home planets because of their belief in ceremonial combat. Both forms of 
the species are strangely humanoid in shape and in genetic structure (the 
Tanu are like ancient Titans or "giants in the earth," the Firvulag like 
gnomes and leprechauns); and they arrive to play out their exile on 
Pliocene Earth at the time of the small humanoid ramapithecine ape. 
Julian May inserts a time loop into her story, however, that both allows 
the reader to look nostalgically back to this fantastic Pliocene epoch and 
twists our notions of cause and effect provocatively. Human misfits and 
exiles from a 22nd-century utopian Galactic Milieu, in which human 
potential and metapsychic functions have progressed significantly, can 
move through a time-gate into the Pliocene that they know about only 
from our notions of geological history because this particular time-gate 
permits no movement back into the present. In other words, significant 
causal effects for human development that may include the origins of 
Fairies, the origins of metafunctions (the Tanu have a "golden tore" 
technology for mind control and for the enhancement of metafunctions
shades of the Coleridgean pleasure-dome), the origin of our humanness 
itself are explored and effected by future humans themselves with the 
classic implications and puzzles of the time paradox. 

More than these hard philosophic speculations about cause and effect, 
however, which will undoubtedly be pursued in the coming volumes of the 
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saga as we learn more about the origins of the dimorphic aliens and about 
the Galactic Milieu, Julian May has written well about the feelings of exile 
and the nostalgia for lost glories. In her fictions, these nostalgias assume 
the familiar Romantic forms of medieval gallantry and ceremonial combat 
(the Tanu have nearly a complete Court of King Arthur in the Pliocene), of 
lost Golden Ages, and of the resonance with child psychology that 
happened to be Wordsworth's speciality-"the child is father of the man." 
These nostalgias blend well with the logical paradoxes of time loops which 
lead toward a future that we know has already been determined. For my 
taste, there is a bit too much medieval tournament paraphernalia. But the 
archetypal meanings of aggression and early childhood violence, perhaps, 
are well served by all the gore. In any case, her grand scheme is most 
promising and moving both emotionally as fantasy and epistemologically 
as science fiction. I look forward to the rest of the saga and to more 
writing in our genre that is this ambitious. 
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Studies on the Fiction of H. P. Lovecraft 

l,ovecraft ou du fantastique, by Maurice Levy. Paris: Union Generale 
d'Editions, 1972. Forthcoming in English, 1982. 

The Roots of Horror in the Fiction of H. P. Lovecraft, by Barton Levi 
St. Armand. Elizabethtown, N.Y.: Dragon Press, 1977. 

The H.P. Lovecraft Companion, by Philip A. Shreffler. Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood Press, 1977. 

• When reviewing L. Sprague de Camp's impressive though somewhat 
lengthy Lovecraft-A Biography (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1975, 
and New York: Ballantine, 1976), Thomas Clareson concluded: "Other 
books will examine the works of the outsider from Provincetown [sic]; 
they will augment, but they will not replace de Camp's fine biography." 
Indeed, the interest in H. P. Lovecraft which induced Time magazine in 
1973 to discuss the Lovecraft phenomenon in an ironical article called 
"The Dream Lurker" is steadily increasing. 

Thus, out-of-print criticism on Lovecraft has been reprinted, such as W. 
Paul Cook's Lovecraft: In Memoriam (Westwarick, R.I.: Necronomicon, 
1977), a more personal than critical appraisal, or S. T. Joshi, ed., H. P. 
Lovecraft: Four Decades of Criticism (Ohio University Press, 1980), a 
collection of sixteen original essays most of which have been unavailable 
for many years. Both books are representative of what appears to be a 
dominant feature of the critical approach to Lovecraft's works up to the 
late 1960s, namely its reliance on sketchy biographical data. Character-
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istic of this tendency is Vincent Starret's depiction of the author "as his 
own most fantastic creation" (Books and Bipeds, New York: Argus Books, 
1947, p. 120), an image which still emerges from de Camp's biography. 
Early criticism vacillated between Edmund Wilson's devastating assess
ment of Lovecraft's stories as "bad taste and bad art," and Thomas 0. 
Mabbott's likening him to Edgar Allan Poe. Both statements are included 
in Joshi's volume. 

The controversy and a shift to more objectivity in the evaluation of the 
man and his work reflect a general development in the approach to science 
fiction and fantasy. Since so-called pulp literature is no longer considered 
to be "below level," a certain academic interest in Lovecraft has evolved 
which began in Europe and spread to the United States. In 1969, the French 
literary journal L'Herne published a special issue devoted entirely to 
Lovecraft and his work, and in his study of fantasy, which is practically 
regarded as a classic by now, Tzvetan Todorov frequently refers to Love
craft's stories; not to forget the numerous, mainly European anthologies 
containing critical appraisals of his writings. Considering the vast amount 
of material printed on the subject, a new, comprehensive bibliography by 
S. T. Joshi, H. P. Lovecraft and Lovecraft Criticism: An Annotated 
Bibliography (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1980) promises to 
be an invaluable resource for scholars and fans alike. 

Maurice Uvy's book, Lovecraft ou dufantastique-an English version 
will be published in 1982-is a profound study of the relationship between 
onirism, fantasy and myth. Uvy thoroughly analyzes the fantastic cosmos 
Lovecraft created, its setting in witch-haunted New England, its modified 
natural laws, and, above all, its dreamlike quality. The critic does not only 
interpret particular characteristics of the fictional world (for example, the 
specific concept of evolution) in a most convincing way, but also carefully 
dissects the process of fusing dream images with traditional mythological 
themes and their transformation into fantastic stories. 

Considering Lovecraft a very conscious writer, a fact which his never
ending reflections on literary techniques and theories prove, one might not 
agree with Levy's premise that the fictional images primarily have their 
origins in dreams and thus derive from the realm of the unconscious. 
Obviously aware of the dangers of a psychoanalytical approach, Levy at 
the end of his study acknowledges the importance of artistic distance and 
the necessity of fictional transformation. Thereby he tries to circumvent an 
interpretation which would regard Lovecraft's stories as attempts of 
sublimation by a troubled individual. Despite its complexity, the book will 
attract more than simply an academic audience. The argumentation, which 
is lucid and well structured, proves to be entertaining and should appeal to 
any reader who enjoys fantastic literature and/ or is interested in its 
potential meaning and effect. 
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The problem of "accessibility" comes to mind, when one reads Barton 
Levi St. Armand's The Roots of Horror in the Fiction of H.P. Lovecraft. 
St. Armand's study is based on Lovecraft's theoretical concepts of horror 
as described in his Supernatural Horror in Literature, on C. G. Jung's 
theory of archetypes, and on Rudolf Otto's mystic notion of the numinous. 
Taking issue with Peter Penzoldt's statement that there is no "spiritual 
terror" in Lovecraft's stories, St. Armand attempts to demonstrate that 
Lovecraft succeeded in combining the elements of horror and terror, thus 
achieving an even more complex emotion. 

Using Lovecraft's The Rats in the Walls as the subject for his analysis, 
and incorporating Ann Radcliffe's distinction between terror and horror, 
St. Armand argues that the roots of the Lovecraftian horror lie in a "mating 
of Gothic horror and cosmic terror, an unholy marriage of inside and 
outside" (p. 4). Apart from the recourse to Otto's mysticism, one might 
object to St. Armand's interpretation of Lovecraft's fictional motifs within 
the context of Jung's theory of archetypes, especially when he reduces the 
dominant themes in Lovecraft's fiction to a fascination with the "primal 
ooze." Defining this fascination as fear of and attraction to evolutionary 
regression or animalistic impulses, St. Armand draws an analogy between 
Lovecraft's ideas and the philosophy of the decadents which is intriguing 
but unconvincing. While the decadents discovered an aesthetic pleasure in 
the ugly and the obscene, Lovecraft explicitly repudiated these tendencies. 
His protagonists are not fascinated by ugliness, rather they are over
whelmed and finally destroyed by their desire for spiritual knowledge. The 
scholarly reader might find fault with St. Armand's attempt to turn 
Lovecraft, the avowed materialist, into a mystic with decadent inclinations, 
but he will follow the sophisticated interpretation with interest as it shows 
insight into the subject and provides a number of stimulating ideas. The 
nonscholar, however, will probably be discouraged by the academic 
approach and manner of reasoning which the author chose. 

Philip A. Shreffler's The H. P. Lovecraft Companion represents an 
intriguing solution to the problem of an academic approach to a popular 
genre, a question that was raised by Jane Mobley in her review on 
Manlove's, Rabkin's and Irwin's scholarly studies of fantasy (see 
Extrapolation, 18 [1977]). It is with particular regard to the popular 
reader that Shreffler's book deserves a closer look. The study is divided into 
four parts: a discussion of Lovecraft's literary theories and how he realized 
them in his fiction; a listing of the plots and sources of the stories; an 
"Encyclopedia of Characters and Monsters"; and a description of the 
Cthulhu mythology. 

Referring to Supernatural Horror in Literature, Shreffler does not 
focus primarily on the theoretical concepts which Lovecraft evolved in 
his essay, but concentrates on the specific criticism of individual British 
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and American authors. Proceeding in this way, he deduces conclusions 
about the impact of the English Gothic tradition and writers like M. P. 
Shiel, Walter de la Mare, M. R. James, and, above all, Arthur Machen and 
Lord Dunsany on Lovecraft's fiction. In a similar way he examines Love
craft's position in the American literary tradition. His conclusions are not 
new. However, the discussions of the similarities between Hawthorne's 
New England setting and Lovecraft's use of the same locale, and between 
Poe's theory of composition and Lovecraft's narrative technique are
aside from Levy's book-the most detailed analyses to date. Their strength 
is that they are well developed and easy to understand, their shortcoming 
that they often lack profundity. 

Shreff1er's interpretation of Lovecraft's concept of cosmic vastness as a 
particularly American quality seems to be far-fetched, all the more so since 
Lovecraft was not interested in the "sheer immensity of his national 
landscape" (p. 4). On the contrary, he preferred the "continental" narrow
ness of Providence, Rhode Island, and its reassuring smallness. Further
more, the idea of spatial expansion developed in Europe and not in 
America and exactly for the opposite reason Shreffler gives: it was instilled 
by a lack of space an:d not vice versa. 

The heading of chapter two, "Plots and Sources of the Stories," is a bit 
misleading as some of the entries do not summarize the complete plots. For 
example, the summary of Arthur Jermyn does not include the protagonist's 
gruesome discovery. It is difficult to decide whether this lack is to be attri
buted to a limited definition of "plot" or to the intention of stirring the 
curiosity of future readers. Some of the sources and details Shreffler lists 
are interesting and show how thoroughly he investigated the materials. It 
is, therefore, deplorable that the bibliography is restricted to a few 
secondary sources and that there are no references at all; however, this is 
understandable considering that the book is directed at a general audience. 
Amusing but questionable with respect to its usefulness is the "Ency
clopedia of Characters and Monsters," an alphabetical index of fictional 
characters which also includes very minor figures. 

The last part, a description of the "Mythos Monsters," is obviously based 
on August Derleth's rearranging of the Cthulhu gods into good and evil 
ones. With regard to Lovecraft's nihilistic materialism and his strong 
objection against Christian values of morality, this distinction seems to be 
inappropriate. It is exactly the indifference of the nonanthropomorphic 
entities which is characteristic of Lovecraft's mythology. The supernatural 
creatures are no longer gods in the traditional sense who might be 
beneficient or malevolent; these powerful beings simply do not care about 
man. Thus, they reflect a modern, secular worldview. Despite this 
difference in philosophy, Shreffler's description and classification of the 

390 



Books 

monsters is helpful to any reader who wants to become acquainted with 
Lovecraft's fantastic cosmos, an assessment that applies to the book as a 
whole. 

Brief Mention 

The late spring and summer have 
seen the publication of a number of 
reference works which are essential 
to the study of science fiction and 
fantasy. 

The Anatomy of Wonder: A 
Critical Guide to Science Fiction, 
Neil Barron, ed. New York: R. R. 
Bowker. Second Edition. Pp. xiv, 
724. $32.95; $22.95 paper. 

This expanded edition remains the 
most valuable one-volume survey 
of the entire field. In the revision, 
only three historical periods are 
focused upon, although appended 
to them are the annotations for 
1226 individual titles. Brian 
Stableford's account of the genre 
from 1918-38 is the new addition. 
Other chapters include Francis J. 
Molson's account of "Children's 
Science Fiction" and a new presen
tation of "Foreign Language Sci
ence Fiction." "Part II: Research 
Aids" is made up of ten chapters 
written by Neil Barron, Marshall B. 
Tymn, and H. W. Hall, ranging 
from a consideration of indexes and 
bibliographies as well as history 
and criticism to classroom aids and 
both library and private collections. 
This new volume should be ac-

Thekla Zachrau 
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum 

quired by individuals and libraries 
hoping to work in the field. 

Dictionary of Literary Biography, 
Volume 8: Twentieth-Century 
American Science Fiction Writers, 
David Cowalt and Thomas L. 
Wymer, eds. Detroit: Gale Re
search. Part One, A-L, pp. 306; 
Part Two, M-Z, pp. 346. $116.00. 

Some reviewers will undoubtedly 
protest because this two-volume 
DLB includes only 93 writers. One 
might question Thomas Disch's 
opening remark in the "Foreword" 
that "virtually all science fiction of 
significant literary merit was writ
ten within the lifetimes of all but the 
two or three youngest writers 
treated in this volume." He goes on 
to say that between Wells and "the 
emergence in the postwar years of 
such writers" as Asimov, Heinlein, 
and Sturgeon, "our ancestral voices 
have dimmed to a deserved extinc
tion." He not only perpetuates the 
idea of the in-group but certainly 
emphasizes the me-now attitude 
which has so often victimized sf 
criticism. Be that as it may, his 
remarks set up the rationale for the 
book. Except for the omission of 
such individuals as A. Merritt and 
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H. P. Lovecraft, the basic selection 
has been sound. The limited num
ber of entries also escapes the 
weakness of so many of the encyclo
pedias which have been blos
soming: a string of titles and a 
biographical paragraph, most often 
with no literary evaluation. Al
though a few are uneven, these 
essays give their greatest attention 
to an evaluation and analysis of the 
themes and techniques of the 
author being considered. Most of 
the essays run from three to five 
pages, although a few run as high as 
ten to fifteen. A list of "Selected 
Titles" and the obligatory bio
graphical data are interwoven into 
the appraisal. It is undoubtedly a 
necessary and basic work, espe
cially for libraries, but despite 
Disch's view, it establishes the 
need for a volume covering earlier 
writers or it will give a distorted 
vision of the field to the casual 
reader. One understands the three 
appendixes devoted to biblio
graphical matters, but unless the 
other seven volumes of the series 
carry similar brief essays, one 
questions the appendixes devoted 
to "Trends in Science Fiction" -
the New Wave and Science Fantasy 
-"The Media of Science Fiction," 
and finally "Fandom and SFW A," 
especially since no appendix is 
devoted to SFRA or any phase of 
the academic interest in the field. 
All in all, some portion of that 
seventy-some pages could have 
gone to additional writers. Despite 
these matters, however, DLB 8 
remains a satisfying volume and 
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provides the most detailed assess
ment of major American sf writers 
generally available. Although it 
would fall outside this specific 
series, a companion volume cover
ing British writers should result 
from the series' success. 

Science Fiction Book Review 
Index, 1974-1979, H. W. Hall, ed. 
Detroit: Gale Research Company. 
Pp. 391. $78.00. 

This volume updates Hall's earlier 
SFBRI published by Gale and 
brings together all of the reviews 
indexed in his annual volumes. As 
in the case of its predecessor, it 
remains the most valuable single 
source for book reviews of sf titles, 
and has the advantage of being 
much more comprehensive than the 
earlier book. There is a title index 
to augment the single alphabetical 
"Author Entries" tabulation. 
Wherever possible, Hall has named 
the reviewer. An essential volume. 

An Edgar Allan Poe Companion, 
by J. R. Hammond. Totowa, N.J.: 
Barnes & Noble Books. Pp. 205. 
$27.50. 

J. R. Hammond, founder and 
secretary of the H. G. Wells society, 
has produced what he calls "a guide 
to the whole of his work-including 
the short stories, the poetry and the 
criticism." He acknowledges in
debtedness to Hervey Allen, David 
Sinclair, William Bittner, and Phil
ip Van Doren Stern, as well as the 
edition of Poe edited by James A. 



Harrison; he also speaks of the 
difficulty of presenting "a balanced 
and detached view of Poe as an 
individual" because of the quantity 
of materials written about him. 
Part I then contains a 22-page 
sketch of his life and a ten-page 
summary of his literary reputation. 
Perhaps the most valuable part of 
the volume is "An Edgar Allan Poe 
Dictionary," a 24-page listing of all 
stories, essays, and poems pub
lished in book form; and a listing 
of "Characters and Locations in 
Poe's Fiction" (eighteen pages). The 
discussion of "The Romances," 
especially Pym, is unsatisfactory 
because it is too cursory, and the 
discussion of "Essays and Criti
cism" is a sixteen-page essay rather 
than an annotation to important 
works. Hammond is obviously sin
cere in his love of Poe, but the book 
makes no pretense at compre
hensiveness and so is of little value 
to the Poe (or general nineteenth 
century) scholar. It may serve as a 
quick introduction to the general 
reader. 

Tarzan and Tradition: Classical 
Myth in Popular Literature, by 
Erling B. Holtsmark. Westport, 
Conn.: Greenwood Press. Pp. 196. 
$22.50. 

A member of the Classics Depart
ment of the University of Iowa, 
Holtsmark argues that because of 
Burroughs' extensive knowledge of 
classical literature, he deliberately 
patterned both the world and the 
figure of Tarzan upon classical 
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archetypes. His thesis comes as a 
relief from the dismissals that ERB 
has so often received, both from 
popular and academic sources. 
Holtsmark argues convincingly as 
he examines "Language," "Tech
nique," "Animals," "Hero," and 
"Themes." He concludes that ERB 
is "a writer in the Homeric mold" 
and that the "appeal of Tarzan is as 
immediate as the appeal of the 
Homeric Odysseus." One wishes 
that he had made use of more than 
the first six Tarzan titles and that he 
had sought the same patterns in the 
worlds of Barsoom, Pellucidar, and 
Venus. Hopefully, this volume is 
only a first installment. Limited in 
scope as it may be, it is sufficiently 
provocative (and documented) so 
that critics will have to reappraise 
the fiction of ERB. 

Horror Literature: An Historical 
Survey and Critical Guide, Mar
shall B. Tymn, ed. New York: 
R. R. Bowker. Pp. 559. $29.95; 
$19.95 paper. 

I saw this volume briefly m August 
when I stopped at Tymn's home. In 
format it parallels Anatomy of 
Wonder and is particularly valuable 
because it is the first study to deal 
with the field. My impression is 
that the historical essays were some
what uneven, and certainly the 
finest single essay was Robert 
Weinberg's sketch of the "horror" 
pulps. As usual, the supplementary 
chapters treating critical studies 
and reference works appear excel
lent. More of this in a subsequent 

393 



Books 

issue, but it merits immediate at
tention, although, again like Ana
tomy of Wonder, it may need an 
expanded second edition. Recom
mended to individuals and libraries. 

Lloyd Alexander, Evangeline Wal
ton Ensley, Kenneth Morris: A 
Primary and Secondary Bibliog
raphy, Kenneth J. Zaborski and 
Robert H. Boyer, eds. Boston: 
G. K. Hall. Pp. 291. $23.00. 

This volume brings to the attention 
of scholars dealing with fantasy the 
works of three highly regarded but, 
at least until recently, critically 
neglected fantasists.. Alexander, 
winner of prizes ranging from the 
Newbery to the National Book 
A ward, unfortunately has been 
categorized as a children's author; 
Ensley did not gain attention until 
the 1970s; and Morris, who died in 
1937, has been the most neglected 
(only ten articles have been devoted 
to his work between 1945 and 1980, 
eight of them coming after Ursula 
K. Le Guin's appraisal of him in 
1973). As the editors point out, 
what unites the work of the three is 
their interest in the Mabinogion. 
This is a particularly welcome addi
tion to the G. K. Hall series, con
taining much new material in its 
introductory essays and bringing 
into perspective the careers of three 
excellent fantasists who deserve 
much further study. 

This World and Nearer Ones: 
Essays Exploring the Familiar, 
by Brian W. Aldiss. Kent, Ohio: 
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Kent State University Press. Pp. 
261. $6.95 paper. 

This is the American edition of the 
volume of essays published in con
junction with W orldcon in Brigh
ton in 1979. As Aldiss explains, 
although they date from the past 
decade, most of the essays have 
been reworked for this volume. He 
points out where many of them 
were first published. Divided into 
sections entitled "Writing," "Hop
ing," "Living," "Seeing," "Rough 
Justices," and "This World," many 
of them originated either as reviews 
or appraisals of the field of sf, to 
reflections on California, Trieste, 
Russia, and Sumatra. All of them 
have value in that through them 
Aldiss reveals many of those 
qualities which have made him 
undoubtedly the foremost British 
sf writer of the past decade or so. 
For me the most touching (the 
word is deliberate) are "Looking 
Forward to 2001," "The Hiroshima 
Man," and "1951: Yesterday's Fes
tival of the Future," because they 
give the greatest insight into Al
diss's state of mind. In his intro
duction, he speaks of working in 
that "ambiguous area" in which he 
would like to believe that "art and 
science [are a] complex unity." 
This volume explores the variety 
and depth of his speculations; for 
what it tells us of Aldiss as man and 
novelist, it may be one of the most 
important works he has published. 

Alien Encounters: Anatomy of 
Science Fiction, by Mark Rose. 



Harvard University Press. Pp. 216. 
$12.95. 

Mark Rose has done a compact 
book here, in which he has made "a 
distilled assessment of science fic
tion as a genre," to quote the dust 
jacket. He develops his analysis 
through six chapters, "Genre," 
"Paradigm," "Space," "Time," 
"Machine," and "Monster." Un
doubtedly it will be well received, 
and it is one of the finest studies of 
its kind yet published, although 
anyone who has worked for a time 
in the field will recognize his in
debtedness. This is a work which all 
students of the genre must pay 
attention to, but some will certainly 
question the lack of comprehensive 
coverage of primary materials. For 
example, Poul Anderson and Rob
ert Silverberg are both mentioned 
twice, while neither Clifford Simak 
nor Gene Wolfe receives appraisal. 
One grows weary of the same pas
sing examples and similar abstract 
generalizations. It is a valuable 
work, but were it not so brief, it 
could be much stronger. 

The Life & Works of David 
Lindsay, by Bernard Sellin. Trans. 
by Kenneth Gunnell. Cambridge 
University Press. Pp. 257. $39.50. 

This survey of Lindsay's life and 
works by the French scholar 
Bernard Sellin deserves more at
tention than we can give it this 
issue. But it should be brought to 
scholars' notice immediately be-
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cause it seems extremely provoca
tive. One is caught by such 
observations as, "A Voyage to 
Arcturus is still one of the most 
systematic investigations of Evil 
that has ever been conceived." 

The Frontier Spirit and Progress, 
by Frank H. Tucker. Chicago: Nel
son-Hall Publishers, 1981. $23.95 
cloth; $11.95 paper. 

Professor Tucker deals encyclo
pedically with the theme of the 
frontier as it has and is shaping the 
imaginations of the U.S., Russia, 
Japan, and Germany. He empha
sizes not only fiction but such other 
sources as magazines, comic books 
and newspaper comics, and both 
motion pictures and television; 
moreover, he focuses upon mate
rials, including textbooks, which 
would circulate among those stu
dents from the seventh to ninth 
grade levels because he believes that 
age group has the most in common 
in the four nations he examines. No 
brief review can encompass the 
details of his research and analysis; 
the abundance and variety of his 
resources is fascinating. While he 
finds each of the nations different, 
he concludes that each demon
strates "in its literary materials pre
dominantly a hopeful and energetic 
mood. The most frequently heard 
keynote [from the four nations] has 
been the need for flexibility, cour
age, and cautious progress through 
our new borderlands." 

T.D.C. 
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REACTION TIME 

Clarke on Nedelkovich 

• Alexander Nedelkovich ["The Stellar Parallels: Robert Silverberg, 
Larry Niven, and Arthur C. Clarke," Extrapolation, 21 (1980), 348-60] 
says such nice things about "The Star" that it may seem churlish to point 
out that of his two criticisms, one is erroneous and the other is far worse. 

Mr. Nedelkovich obviously has no idea of the implications of a super
nova explosion, when he suggests that some survivors might be saved by a 
civilization which could build a time vault. It would be centuries before one 
could return to the surface, owing to the hard radiation from the resulting 
neutron star-and that surface would have been melted into slag to a depth 
of miles. I don't deny the possibility that a few people might survive very 
deep in the planet, but they might decide it was not worth doing. 

Which leads me to Mr. Nedelkovich's "one unpleasant matter" [p. 351], 
where he refers disparagingly to the phrase, "Perhaps it was better thus." 
Surely any compassionate observer, rightly or wrongly, would feel the same 
emotion-that if only a tiny handful could escape from the ruin of their 
world, they might prefer to remain with those they loved until the end. 
(There are plenty of examples, invariably acclaimed, from human history, 
e.g., Masada.) 

But if Mr. Nedelkovich thinks I mean what I think he thinks I mean, I 
am appalled that anyone could so misinterpret me-and he owes me an 
apology. His parody of Fitzgerald is not merely irrelevant but obscene. 

On a lighter note: while I was lecturing at Notre Dame many years ago, 
the head of the Department of Philosophy, Professor Ernan McMullin, 
remarked to me: "You underestimate the Jesuits. Your man would have 
been absolutely delighted to take that news back to the Vatican." 

Now there's a sequel I'm certainly not qualified to write! 

Colombo, Sri Lanka 
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COMING/ in the Spring issue of Extrapolation / a special issue 

Women in Science Fiction 

edited by Mary T. Brizzi 

featuring articles on 

women science fiction writers-Anna Kavan, Alice Sheldon, Joanna Russ, 
Octavia Butler, Phyllis Eisenstein, Maryls Millhiser, Anne 
McCaffrey ... 

feminist themes in science fiction-the sex-role reversal utopia, repressed 
creativity, the patriarchal ethos of sexual violence ... 

bibliographies-"Women in Science Fiction," "Modern Women Writers 
of Science Fiction" ... 

the authors: Janet Byrne, Terry L. Hansen, Lillian M. Heldreth, Natalie M. 
Rosinsky, Frances Smith Foster, Beverly Friend, Daphne Patai, Marleen 
Barr, Anne Hudson Jones, Roger C. Schlobin. 

plus reviews, editorial comment ... 

all in the Spring 1982 Extrapolation 
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AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 

The Year's Scholarship 
in Science Fiction and Fantasy 

I wish to announce the resignation of Roger C. Schlobin from 
the annual series, "The Year's Scholarship in Science Fiction and 
Fantasy." Dr. Schlobin's decision to leave the project was 
prompted by his desire to become involved in other types of 
scholarship. 

"The Year's Scholarship" is the field's only ongoing secondary 
bibliography and one of the most important resources currently 
available to scholars and researchers. The series will continue to 
be published by Kent State University Press,* under my editorship, 
but as annual monographs rather than as articles in Extrapolation. 
With the help of interested individuals I hope to be able to 
maintain "The Year's Scholarship" at its present level, and perhaps 
even to expand its scope. 

To this end, I am soliciting qualified individuals to serve on a 
newly created editorial board, whose primary responsibility will 
be to compile the annual bibliography, beginning with the 1980 
installment. Persons are needed to annotate articles in fanzines, 
semi-pros, and scholarly journals. A pressing need is coverage of 
the MLA International Bibliography. Other needs are Ph.D. 
dissertations, audio-visual materials, film journals, non-fiction in 
the professional SF magazines, introductions to works of fiction 
(the Gregg Press reprint series and other significant titles), and 
foreign studies. One's position on the editorial board will depend 
on the scope of his/her assignment. 

Those wishing to apply for an editorial position should contact 
me as soon as possible, indicating particular titles/areas of interest. 
For magazine coverage, applicants should be able to annotate 
from several titles. Information on specific titles (if you are not 
already familiar with our coverage) is available from me upon 
request. 

Marshall B. Tymn 
721 Cornell 
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 
313-482-5151 

* Publication details - including a special price for Extrapolation 
subscribers - will be announced in the Spring issue. 



Who wrote it? When? 
What's the plot or theme? 
Where was it published? 
When you've got questions on the 

Literature of Science Fiction, Fantasy and 
Horror-Bowker has the answers! 

ANATOMY OF WONDER: 
An Historical Survey and Critical Guide 

to the Best of Science Fiction 
Second Edition 

By Nell Barron. Analog hailed the First Edition as 
"probably the most significant and valuable bibliographic 
tool in the history of the field to date." This new Second 
Edition-an annotated bibliography of 1,900 science fic
tion titles from the 19th century to the present-includes: 
hundreds of titles published between 1975 and 1980; both 
fiction and non-fiction titles; science fiction titles from 
other countries; greatly expanded chapters on classroom 
aides and AV materials; children's science fiction; and 
library collections-plus a brand-new section on SF mag
azines. 724 pp. 1981. Hardcover: 0-8352-1339-0. 
$32.95. Paperback: 0-8352-1404-4. $22.95. 

HORROR LITERATURE: 
An Hlstorlcal Survey and Critical Guide 

to the Best of Horror 
By Marshall B. Tymn. The first authoritative, compre
hensive guide to the genre of horror literature-from its 
development from Gothic romances of the 1700's to the 
present. It annotates more than 1,200 titles in fiction, 
poetry, and reference works and provides a critical and 
bibliographical history of the literature. Also included are 
critical works, periodicals, organizations and societies, 
awards, research collections, and a directory of publish
ers. 559 pp. 1981. Hardcover: 0-8352-1341-2. $29.95. 
Paperback: 0-8352-1405-2. $19.95. 

A Core Collection and Reference Guide 
By Marshall B. Tymn. An annotated and evaluative guide to 240 juvenile and adult 
fantasy titles, arranged alphabetically by author. Contains a bibliography of critical 
studies and reference works, fantasy periodicals, societies and organizations, awards, 
and collections. Includes an essay summarizing the history of the genre, and lists 
of titles available in the U.K. 273 pp. 1979. Hardcover: 0-8352-1153-3. $14.95. 
Paperback: 0-8352-1431-1. $8.95. 

NOW IN BOOKSTORES 

BCJ\l\IKER R.R. Bowker Company, P.O. Box 1807, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106 
NE.W'IORK&IDNDON 
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