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ANSWER TO

DR, YERKES

by John Harwood

Dre Robert M, Yerkes, founder of the Yerkes Laboratories of Pri-
mate Biology, enjoys debunking the Tarzan storieés of Edgar Rice Bur=

roughs,

In the Saturday Evening Post
for August 2; 1947 there is gn ar-
ticle by Greer Williams entitled
"What We Cam Leatn From the Apes"
The article deals with the work
of Dr. Yerkes in'his study of the
habits of chimpanzees as related
to the habits of Man,

He is mentioned as stating 3
instances in which Edgar Rice Biurw
roughs is wrong in his portrayal.
of *the characteristics of the gpes
in the Tarzan books, They are as
follows: :

1. Chimpanzees have no langwage,

2¢ They do not eat meat,except
meybe birds.

3« They do not swim,

From a glance at these three
statements it will be seen by Bur-
roughs fans, that Dr., Yerkes can
not have read very many of the
Tarzan books. In the first place,
Burroughs invented a mew type of
ape when he wrote about the anthe
ropoid apes. The apes with which
Tarzen is associated are a croes
between the chimpanzee and the
gorilla., They are suppeséd tohave
the intelligence of the chimpan-
zer combined with the stremgth of
the gorilla. The Gorilla is about
five foot eight to six feet tall
while the apes of Tarzanm are wp to
seven feet tall and more thom a
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match for a gorilla whenm fully
grown,

As Burroughs has said at ti-
mes, the anthrepeid apes do not
have a regular language.They cimn-
municate by guttural sounds and
gestures which convey their mesne
ing, but when Mr. Burreughs wri-
tes it dewn it is more convenie~
nt tc translate it inte a regul-
ar conversation instead of just
translating the socunds and des-
cribing the gestures and letting
the reader figure it out for hime
gelf,

In the books the apes de not
meke g regular habit ef eating
meet, It i8 only when they kill
an enemy that they eat the flesh

‘and it is usurlly as .2 ceremeni-

al, a symbol of their vitstery ov-
er the fee, Tarzam needed fresh
meat more than the apes, so when
he first tasted it at one ¢f the
occasions when the apes hed kill-
ed a foe he discovered he liked
it se much he took to it as a ste
eady diet,

Tarzan learned to swim when
he was forced to leap into the
water to escape the claws of Sa-
bor when he was young. Up to that
time he hod hated the water, The
apes never cared for it and did
no swimming unless in the case of
an emergency. Yerkes proved that
chimpanzees can't swim by droping



trem into water, Frut as I 53id be
fore the aser were of a diifcrent
gerecies than either the chinpan -

zees or the gorillas. In scne of

the books white men seeing the gpes
for the first time are startledto
note how rfuch ndre ‘hunanlike they
are than the gorillas,.

Aside -from this, the article
ie very interesting, describing
as it does, the doctor's experien
-ces with the prinmates.

i
Editors note=-

Mr. Burroughs has o=
ten said that he intends only to.
entertain with his steries, He et~
pects no one to take thex seriou-
sly or wants snyene to believe
that man can talk with ape anynoe
re than Kipling wanted his reade-
ers to believe that Mowgli could
converse with all beasts, We fans
of Mr. Burroughs "believe" ir the
characters he created because we
enjoy therm nore that way. ¥We .be=-
lieve in Tarzan, John Carter and
the other E,R.B. characters in
the sane way . -that Mr. Doyle's fans

believe in Sherlock Holneg and

have even offered proof of his
existence, The world of fantasy
offers unlimited sources of enter
~tainment and Mr. Burroughs is
the greatest inaginative enter-
teiner of them allq
» g

~ .artist’'Hogarth is now draw-
ing<bvoth the daily and the Sunday
Tarian strips, The: daily strip is
now running a picturized version
of "At the Earthis Core", It nay
seem strange that the Pellucidar
series are being printed in ocar-

-toon strip form under the Tarzan
.title, but Jason Gridley is nar-

rating the adventures of David

Innes at the earth's ccre to the

ape-nan, Tarzan, himself, is the
tar of the fourth story in the

‘Pellucidar series, .s0 the series

are not really out of place ap-
vearing in the Tarzan strip.
B T

_Septenber 1lst was Mr, Burre
oughs birthday., In behalf of all
Burroyflis fans the Bulletin wish-
€s hin the happiest of birthdays
and many, many of then, Good luck
and Gcd dbless you,Edror Rice Bure
roughs;
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BOOK REVUE

by Maurice B, Gardner

In ®Tarzan and the Foreign Le-
gion", Edgar Rice Burroughs stri-
kes. & higher note in entertaimme~
nt than ever in his 36 years of
writing fiction, Though it has
been 8 :years since the last Tare
zan book,STarzan the Magnificent,
Sept,1939) this new book is the top
notch Tarzan of the entire 22 that
have been published, It has been
revealed for the first time that
Tarzan has acquired perpetual you-
th, and fron the manner of the te-
1ling, one might assume the authe
or has likewise done so.,The write
of the new Tarzan story revealsMr.
Burroughs has a keen insight, and
his ever present ability of plot
structure makes the book the grea-
test straight adventure o¢f his
El EIQB. ]

‘The action of the book takes
place in the Netherland East Indies,
far from Tarzan's demain; but it
into be assured wherever Tarzan is,
there is plenty of fast action,es-
pecinlly when the Japs are invad-
ing that large island during the
recent war. Substitutes of his old
time friends and enemies are pre-
senty in addition to the tiger,
whorr the  ape-man subdues in rece
ord tine,

" THE LOVELY LADY, a B-24 Liber-
ator, is on a photegraphic nissi-
on cver Suxlatra with Cel. Clayton
eboard, Nohe of ‘the Liberator's
crew know ‘that he is Tarzan. Only
when they are forced down in the
jungle are they aware the English
"Dook" is’' someone to be admired,
for in primitive fashion he fur-
nishes then food and teaches then
how to get along inm their precar-
ious position, for Japs are ever
present,

" Two of the crew are woman hate-
rs, but the rescue of Corrie ven
de Meer, and the advent of Sarina,
grand-daughter of a Bornec head-
hunter and a roving Dutch captain,
keeps the readers ronantie ihter-
est unflagred, The humor and rep-
artee of the surviving nembers re-
vezls that Mr. Burroughs has not
patrolled the Pacific as a war cor™

respéndent in vain, 54p¢, pege &



TTEN STORIESof ERB

by Jonu Harwoud

The UNWR.

Have any of .you fans ever read a book by Edgar Rice Burroughs
and cone across a passage that aroused your interest to such an ex-
tent that you said to yourself, "Why doesn't Burrocurhs let us hear
nore about this?"

I have often-had this experience. This article is te let you
in on & few of the ideas for other books that hove passed through

my nind,

You 21l remember, of course, when Tarzan first vistts Opar in
"The Return of Tarzan", In one room he notices that there are gold-
en tablets set into the walls, These tablets were covered with hei-
roglyphics,

Would it be possible that tnese tablets contained the history
of Opar and the nother coritinent of Atlantis? Why not have the book
start off with Tarzan and some archaeclegist, maybe Erich von Hare
ben, arriving at Opar. Tarzan persuades La to let Ehrich study the
tablets, As he slowly deciphers the writing on the tablets we see...

A warrior of Atlantis falls in love with a priestess of the
Sun, As a punishment for this sacrilcge they are banished to the
colony of Opar. Just as the ship sails out of ‘the harbor, the earths
quakes which have been occurring for several years break inte renew=
ed fury, Bulldings start crumpling, the mountains start tumbling ad
the ship has a hard time getting away, A few days later Nature real-
ly lets go and as the continent vanishes the resulting waves toss
the ship up on the African coast killing all but the warrior and the
rriestess, After many adventures they finally reach Opar where an
official, who has arrived ahead of them by another ship, has them
sentenced: the priestess to serve in the temple, never to see any
other humans but the priests and priestesses of the Sun: the warrior
to be assigned to the most dangerous active duty against the natives
and the wild beasts of the jungle,

As dec¢ades pass, a new type of man appears on the seene. be=
cause of the faet that the only women in Opar are priestesses, the
men of the lower classes start mating with captive femele apes., This
is forbidden by law, but gradually a new race appears in spite of
the fact that all offspring of such a unier are slain whenever dise
covered These hybrids haunt the jungles beyond the. eity-whcry they
thrive in face of the expeditions sent out to exterminate them, The
hybrids finally become great enough in numbers to overthrow the hue.
mans who are all but destroyed. Among the few who escape are' the dee
cendants ¢f the unfortunate .lovers we read about at the beginning of
the storye The hybrids take over the temple and become s Tarzan
found them centuries later,

Remenmber in "Tarzan the Untamed" the-bones of the ancient Spe=
nigh fighting man and the map case.which Tarzan found? The map case
goes inte Tarzan's quiver of arrows &nd that's the last we hear of
ite The nmop can't be of the City of Lunatics because later en in
the book one of the ahoracters tells' the story of the warrior oflong
ago. He fights his way intc the city, stays long enough to obtain
food and water and ther 1. :hts his way out agnin. If he had used the
mop to guide hin to the _ity he wouldn't have cone aleone if it were
such a dangerous placce. He wculdn't have nmade the mep efter he left
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the city because he was so closely followed by thesparty sent after
him that he wouldan't have had the time. Besides, what would he be do-
ing with the blank parchment and cose when he would have needed nore
essential equipment?

Meybe this story also could start off with Tarzan and Ehrich
von Harben discussing the ancient nanuscript. As in the previous gt
ory Ehrich translates the writing and we go into the past againg 1
won't go into any details with this or the following ideas, just en=
ough to let you use your own imagination. Maybe some’ Spanish party
discovers a city in the jungles or deserts of Africa,‘get into trou=-
ble .with the inhabitants and escope leaving one of their number be=-
hind. The man left behind would st@y there for several years ‘before
he escepes, Before he escapes he writes down his experiences and o=
kes a map of the city., He does this vhile the events are still fresh
in his mind so that he will be able to relate as nuch as possible-
when he returns horie, Possibly the c1ty'm1ght be the €ity of Gold and
the .story would tell of how the people became split into two cormune
itiess the City of Gold and the City of Ivory.

2 “Tarzap {he Magnificent" Burroughs hints at a sitéry in which
‘Tarze.n preventsxg war by 1nvest1gating runiors. that .an- Buropean power
"is t1ying to bribe the natives to disloyalty te -enother power: -What
'happ=ns? Targan” doesn't conduct’ 1nvest1gatiqns jugt By asking,queste-
ions and recejving answersi.That's.why Tarzan ls sospopular with. re=
aders "all rover the world, Agiin I ask "What happena?“ Wouldn't you
like to know,

Getting .away frorr Tarzan, how-about an adventure of" ‘David Innes
en the nmwon of Pellucidar? It would be easy to get there, .being only
@ mile above the surfgce of Pellucldur. How to get :there? .SinplelHow
‘about sone -kind of Wird or a Trodun -6r even -a Makar? Think 6f sone
of the interesting questlons Burroughs could answerQUWhat would the
inhabitants be like? Would they be small so that the moon would seen
as big to them as the earth does to us, or.weuld they be tzll gnd
thin because of. the reduced gravitation. How would the gnavitation
effect anyone from “thé surface of .Pellucidar? The light pull of ‘the
moon offset by the strong pull of Pellucider only a nile overhead?
The light pull of moon added to the.strong pull: of Pellucidar when a
person is on the opposite side of the satellite?

Last, but very interesting to all fans ¢f E.R.B: how wauld you
“Like tg read a bilography or an autobiography about the.creator of
Tarzan

These are only a fey. suggestions f8r Burroughe books, Maybe you
have better idees of. your ¢vn. Why not share them with’thé readers
of the Burroughs Bulletin? Send them in,

+ — - .

what I necn.
There is not o dull line in the

Bopk Rev1ew contlnued- - -
for he has caucht the spirit of

youth that rings true to life.

But what is-nost anazing is the
pseeningly new Tarzan thet battles
hi’s way through 0dds in the Dbook,
There is a narnetisn thot words
cen herdly ctnvey in a review of
this new bock, and only throubh
thorough reading of it,.can one
who is fenmiliar with the. adveptur-
¢s of-the ape-non, reclize Just

m
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entire Dbeck and onc's interest is
mgtnetlzcd with the turning of

H‘pugn untill the last, and if
a reader who enjeys gocd, straight,
cdventure bocks. doesn't wish the
book could go on and on, then he
rmust indeed be wearied of life it-
self,

The illustrations by Johx Cole=
nen Burroughs are. excellentl "Iog-
zon and tlhic Forelgn Legion' is-a
tTuly £reat beck!



