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INTRODUCTION 

quietiy in carrying on a tradition that runs unbroken from 
earliest time. And the remarkable thing about their product 
is that it has lasted so well. Whereas thousands of realistic 
stories have been quickly forgotten, imaginative tales have 
shown an amazing ability to survive. Mrs. Shelley's Frank
enstein, the tales of Poe, Melville, Hawthorne, and Bierce, 
Samuel Butler's Erewhon and Erewhon Revisited, Lewis 
Carroll's immortal Alice, the scientific romances of Jules 
Verne, Du Maurier's Peter Ibbetson. Dickens' Christmas 
books, Mark Twain's The Mysterious Stranger, and Rud
yard Kipling's and H. G. Wells' many ventures into the 
realm of the fanciful have become perennial favorites. 

And the theater, too, has welcomed fantasy. This is to be 
expected, for the stage is itself a thing of pretense, a place 
where painted board and canvas create the illusion of solid 
,).. alls and substantial dwellings. One has only to see a stage 
s�t from the rear to understand how important imagination 
ond suggestion are in presenting a story in dramatic form. 
Theatergoers are accustomed to conventions that require 
the exercise of imaginative powers. The most realistic play 
ever put upon the boards is a thing of contrjvance, as arti
ficial as a fairy tale, as arbitrary in its selection and con
densation of material as the most improbable fable. Cynical 
Broadway audiences leave their skepticism at home when 
they enter the magic precincts of the theater. They take to 
their hearts imaginative plays like Dear Brutus, Liliom, 
Back to Methuselah, Death Takes a Holiday, Outward 
Bound, The Emperor /ones, Green Pastures, On Borrowed 
Time, and The Skin of Our Teeth. Even the motion pic
tures occasionally are willing to produce fan,tasies like Here 
Comes Mr. /ordan or to adapt books like Lost Horizon for 
the screen. 

Tales of fantasy, because of their ingenuity of plot or 
idea, tend to make a lasting impression upon the reader, so 
tnar .Ile remembers them long after he has forgotten real
istic stories ot everyday life. And they are, of course, emi-
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